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Meetings 
That  Have 
Mattered 

William  B.  Oden 

It  is  both  exhilarating  and  tiring  to  look  back  over  the  life  and  work 
of  Louisiana  United  Methodism  during  1991. 

I  remember  a  booklet  entitled  Meetings  That  Matter.  The  author’s 
premise  is  that  a  “meeting”  should  be  more  than  dispensing  with  an 
agenda.  It  should  be  an  environment  for  persons  “meeting”  each  other 
in  dialogue,  nurture,  growth  and  missional  accomplishments. 

As  I  look  back  over  this  last  year  my  mind  centers  on  images  of  Vi¬ 
sion  2000;  the  Louisiana  Gathering;  the  Russian  Initiative;  the  birth  of 
the  Conference  Center;  the  work  of  our  institutions  through  their  trust¬ 
ees;  the  ministry  and  programming  of  our  conference  councils;  boards; 
commissions;  and  agencies  and  all  the  committees  and  task  forces. 
These  images  lead  me  to  affirm  that  our  meetings  have  mattered! 

Let  us  pray  that  1992  will  be  a  year  of  joy  in  the  service  of  Jesus 
Christ  —  through  local  churches,  district  and  conference  struggles; 
and  our  global  witness. 

L (QU 


WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR  CHRISTIAN  UNITY 
January  18  -  25, 1992 


t  Publicize  the  week  and  Ecumenical  Sunday,  Jan.  19, 1992. 

t  Offer  a  special  prayer  during  worship  on  Jan.  19, 1992,  for  unity. 

t  Write  a  prayer  for  the  ministry  of  other  churches  in  your  community. 

t  Hold  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil  with  others. 

t  Fast.  Contribute  money  saved  to  local  community  food 
pantry  or  shelter. 

t  Exchange  one  or  two  Sunday  School  class  members  with  one  or  two 
from  another  local  church. 

t  Pray  for  the  mission  of  Christ's  Church  all  around  the  world. 

t  Check  out  conference  video  resources  and  guide  on  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  (Approx.  90  min.  VHS). 

t  Spend  time  reading  the  prayers  and  Psalter  in  the  New  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

t  Cokesbury  or  your  church  library  has  books  and  devotional 
material.  Ask  your  minister  for  guidance  in  selection  of  materials 
for  prayer  and  Christian  unity. 


j 
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January  Conference  Calendar 

4  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

4  Local  Church  Leadership  Training  and  District  Conference, 

Shreveport  District,  8:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

6-8  Workshop  on  the  Roles  and  Skills  of  a  Church  Consultant, 

Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 

11  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

11  Local  Church  Leadership  Training  and  District  Conference, 
North  Shore  and  Ruston  Districts,  8:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

11-13  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Shreveport  District 

12  Local  Church  Leadership  Training  and  District  Conferennce, 
Lake  Charles  District 

12  Human  Relations  Day 

13-16  Congress  on  Evangelism,  Orlando,  FL 

15  United  Methodist  Men’s  1992  Louisiana  Executive 

Committee,  Baton  Rouge 

15- 19  Forum  '92,  Albuquerque,  NM  (Adult  Youth  Workers) 

16- 19  National  Association  of  Conference  Council  Directors 

Biennial  Event,  St.  Simons  Island,  GA 

17  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Headquarters  Building, 
11:00  a.m. 

17- 19  CCYM  Senior  High  Retreat  (9th-l  2th  Grades),  Tall  Timbers 

17- 19  United  Methodist  Women  Christian  Disciplines  Workshop, 

Tall  Timbers 

18  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

18- 20  Cabinet  Retreat 

21-22  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly 

25  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 


Have  A  Happy  New  Year 


Remembering 

Louisiana  United  Methodism:  1991 


The  year  of  our  Lord  1991 
proved  to  be  a  year  of  change  and 
VISION  for  our  world.  Because  of 
1991  events,  freedom,  renewal  and 
new  frontiers  face  several  countries 
and  their  people;  a  war  was  fought 
to  stop  an  aggressor;  new  faces  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  world’s  leadership  as 
familiar  faces  faded  into  the  back¬ 
ground;  freedom  came  to  many  hos¬ 
tages.  We  each  can  add  to  this 
astounding  list  many  other  personal 
and  corporate  joys,  sorrows  and 
challenges  coming  from  1991. 

The  old  year  1991  was  a  year  of 
celebration  and  visioning  for  our 
Conference  as  well.  Our  Conference 
initiative  VISION  2000:  A  Renewed 


Covenant  for  a  New  Country  moved 
into  the  first  year  of  action.  The 
Louisiana  Gathering  was  held  with 
11,000  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ists  gathering  to  Celebrate  and  Wit¬ 
ness  in  one  location  —  with 
banners  and  preaching  and  singing 
(led  by  a  2,000-voice  adult  choir 
and  a  600-voice  youth  choir),  a  re¬ 
newal  of  baptismal  vows  by  all  bap¬ 
tized  members  present,  a  renewal  of 
ordination  vows  by  our  clergy,  a 
sharing  of  local  church  covenants 
and  VISIONS,  and  a  response  of 
approximately  100  individuals  in¬ 
terested  in  considering  God’s  call  to 
representative  ministry.  The  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Center  continued  its 
path  to  reality  with  the  purchase  of 


The  Rev.  David  Brazelton  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
led  a  training  event  for  members  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  as  part  of  Vision  2000.  Churches  all  over  Louisiana  were 
actively  involved  with  their  own  Vision  2000  training  events  in  1991 
as  well. 


Members  of  the  On-Site  Visiting  Team  toured  several  Conference 
Center  sites  in  neighboring  states  this  past  year  to  gather  ideas  and 
suggestions  for  the  new  Louisiana  Conference  Center. 


Trustees  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center  Board  examined  the 
proposed  plans  for  the  new  Conference  Center. 


Attention  Pastors,  Treasurers 
And  Financial  Secretaries 

This  is  to  remind  you  that  FINAL  payments  to  1991 
apportionments  and  advance  specials  MUST  be  done 
BEFORE  the  Conference  Finance  Office  closes  its 
books  on  January  6,  1992.  ALL  PAYMENTS  MUST 
BE  POSTMARKED  NO  LATER  THAN  JANUARY 
6, 1992. 


the  400  acres  of  land,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  and  an 
initial  proposal  of  a  master  plan  to 
be  considered.  The  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  hosted  Russian  guests,  and 
voted  to  assist  Broadmoor  Church 
in  Shreveport  in  their  ministry  to 
organize  a  new  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  City  of  Ekaterinburg 
in  Russia.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden 
represented  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Council  of  Bishops 
in  an  episcopal  visit  to  Russia  as  the 
new  congregation  was  officially  or¬ 
ganized.  Several  of  our  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy  leaders  participated  in  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Singapore. 
Both  the  Conference  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Women  and  the  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men  hosted  re¬ 
gional  and  jurisdictional  events  at 
Centenary  College.  Our  local 
churches  and  our  Conference 
prayed  for  world  peace  as  we  found 
ways  to  support  our  members  in¬ 
volved  in  Operation  Desert  Storm. 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden  continued 
their  Shepherds  Visits  as  they  fulfill 
their  hope  of  visiting  in  every 
church  within  our  conference  dur¬ 
ing  this  quadrennium. 

We  have  much  to  celebrate.  Our 
dreams  and  VISIONS  are  now  for  a 
new  year  —  a  year  of  Christian 
faith  —  hope  —  love  for  all  people 
everywhere. 


The  Rev.  John  Wesley  instructed  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  Bish¬ 
op  Richard  Wilke  in  the  care  and  nurture  of  the  "People  called 
Methodists"  during  the  Louisiana  Gathering  held  in  March  of  1991. 


Eleven-thousand  United  Methodists  renewed  their  baptismal  vows 
at  the  Louisiana  Gathering.  The  event  heralded  the  decade-long 
mission  of  Vision  2000. 


Mr.  Paul  Istomina  and  his  daughter  Ms.  Lydia  Istomina  visited  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  last  June  to  encourage  support  for  the 
new  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  The  congre¬ 
gation,  founded  by  Louisiana  pastor  Dwight  Ramsey  of  Broadmoor 
UMC  (Shreveport),  welcomed  Ms.  Istomina  as  its  newly  commis¬ 
sioned  local  pastor  later  on  in  September. 


Thirty-one  Louisiana  United  Methodists  attended  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  last  July.  The  world-wide  assembly  was  held  in 
Singapore. 
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Editorial 


A  galaxy  is  born.  Rejoice! 


OK,  so  the  news  took  awhile  to 
get  here — 12  billion  light-years, 
more  or  less.  It  made  deadline  for 
1992.  That’s  more  than  we  can  say 
for  world  peace  or  a  cure  for  cancer. 

The  headline  pretty  much  tells 
the  story:  “Astronomers  glimpse 
distant  galaxy’s  birth.” 

According  to  the  accompanying 
story,  scientists  at  the  National  Ra- 
dio  Astronomy  Observatory  in 
Charlottesville,  Va.,  recently  spot¬ 
ted  a  cloud  of  gas  some  12  billion 
light-years  from  Earth. 

What  they  saw,  though,  was  not 
your  garden-variety  cloud.  It  was  a 
super-large  collection  of  molecules 
caught  in  the  act,  as  it  were,  of  be¬ 
coming  a  galaxy. 

Call  us  sentimental,  but  news  of  a 
distant  galaxy  being  bom  puts  a 
lump  in  our  throat. 

If  scientists  are  right,  they  and  we 
will  gain  major  new  insights  from 
this  cosmic  blessed  event.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  we’U  leant  more  about  the  ori¬ 
gins  of  the  universe  and  life  on  earth. 

We  believe,  however,  that  Chris¬ 
tians  can  take  heart  in  an  equally 
major  but  more  immediate  insight. 

Namely,  a  galaxy’s  birth  confirms 
something  we’ve  long  suspected:  Cre¬ 
ation  is  not  a  finished  event;  rather, 
it  is  an  ongoing  work-in-progress. 

Which  is  to  say,  God  is  not 
through  with  us  yet,  at  least  not 
with  things — stars,  galaxies  and 
such — that  make  up  the  material 
universe  and  provide  the  physical 


“stuff”  needed  for  us  to  hammer 
out  our  understandings  of  life’s 
meaning  and  purpose. 

Indeed,  mere  awareness  that  such 
stuff  exists — from  birthing  galaxies 
to  a  mysterious  star  over  Bethle¬ 
hem — traditionally  has  stirred 
imaginations,  expanded  horizons, 
inspired  poems,  and  made  even  the 
tone-deaf  listen  more  intently  for 
“the  music  of  the  spheres.” 

Apparently,  God  leaves  signs 
here  and  there — some  near  (free¬ 
dom  aborning  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union),  some  far  (new  additions  to 
our  galactic  family)— that  tell  “the 
wonders  of  his  love.” 

That’s  not  only  news  but  extraor¬ 
dinarily  good  news  in  a  world  too 
often  paralyzed  in  its  ability  to  de¬ 
tect  wonders  at  all. 

Mired  in  shriveled  visions  and 
petty  ambitions,  discouraged  by 
world  events  and  anemic  economic 
conditions,  too  many  of  us  exhibit 
spiritual  shrinkage:  We  dream  little 
dreams,  hope  little  hopes  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  live  little  lives. 

But  rejoice!  Just  in  time  for 
Epiphany,  one  more  outbreak  of 
God’s  glory  comes  on  the  scene — a 
star,  no,  an  entire  galaxy,  is  born!! 

Combine  that  headline-maker 
with  the  mind-blowing  news  that 
the  divine  Word  itself  became  flesh. 

The  result  is  ample  reason  to  “go, 
tell  it  on  the  mountain”  and  to 
practice  the  faith,  hope  and  love 
that  can  move  the  mountain  itself. 


According  to  the  Bible,  three  “wise  men"  followed  a  mysterious 
star  to  Bethlehem.  Cosmic  occurrences,  such  as  the  recent  discov¬ 
ery  of  a  galaxy  being  born,  traditionally  have  stirred  imaginations, 
expanded  horizons,  and  inspired  poems — good  news  in  a  world  too 
often  paralyzed  in  its  ability  to  detect  wonders. 


Here  1  Stand 

Church  needs  to  clarify 
social  teachings  on  war 


By  ROBERT  CRAMER 

War,  peace  and  justice. 

These  are  great  social  justice  is¬ 
sues  that  generate  different  beliefs 
among  people  of  good  will. 

For  example,  during  Operation 
Desert  Storm,  church  leaders  asked 
for  “an  immediate  withdrawal”  of 
U.  S.  forces  from  the  Persian  Gulf. 

By  contrast,  Paragraph  75  (D)  in 
the  Social  Principles  implies  that  war 
is  an  enforcement  tool  of  last  resort 
when  authorized  by  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  Yet,  Paragraph  75  (C)  states 
that  “war  is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  and  example  of  Christ.” 

Such  apparent  inconsistencies  raise 
questions  and  uncertainty  as  to  what 
actually  is  the  church’s  witness. 

This  uncertain  witness  should  be 
replaced  with  a  clear,  instructive 
and  persuasive  witness. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  that  the 
1992  General  Conference  study  and 
consider  revising  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  to  achieve  this  goal. 

There  should  be  no  doubt  that  ag¬ 
gressive  war  waged  to  achieve  mili¬ 
tary,  political  and  economic 
domination  of  another  country  is  evil. 

But  how  about  wars  to  defend 
against  aggression  and  wars  autho¬ 
rized  to  enforce  international  law? 

Here  is  where  uncertainty  arises. 
The  Social  Principles  seem  to  endorse 


"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Robert  Cramer  is  a 
member  of  Walnut  Creek  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  (Caiifornia-Nevada  Annu- 
al  Conference) 

war  authorized  under  just  internation¬ 
al  law  found  in  the  United  Nations 
Charter. 

How?  The  Social  Principles  en¬ 
dorse  the  United  Nations  “as  the  best 
instrument  now  in  existence  to 
achieve  a  world  of  justice  and  law” 
(1988  Book  of  Discipline,  Par.  75-D). 

But  the  United  Nations  Charter 
allows  for  use  of  war.  It  states: 
“When  other  measures  have  proved 
to  be  inadequate,  it  (the  Security 
Council)  may  take  such  action  by 
air,  sea  or  land  forces  as  may  be 
necessary  to  maintain  or  restore  in.- 
ternational  peace  and  security.” 

The  apparently  conflicting  teach¬ 
ings  do  accommodate  different  be¬ 
liefs  among  people  of  good  will.  But 
is  this  what  the  Social  Principles 
should  be  about?  I  think  not. 

Rather,  they  should  be  about 
searching  for  and  understanding 
God’s  truth  and  making  a  clear,  in¬ 
structive  and  persuasive  witness  to 
that  truth.  ; , 

That’s  why  the  1992  General 
Conference  should  make  changes  to 
clarify  the  church’s  stance  on  war. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Let's  not  water  down  God's  truth  with  'friendliness 


Certainly  it  is  a  reflection  of  our 
Christ-like  character  to  be  welcom¬ 
ing  and  friendly  people. 

But  I  share  William  McDonald’s 
concern  that  an  emphasis  on  friend¬ 
liness  can  lead  to  a  watering  down 
of  proclaiming  all  of  God’s  truth 
(see  UMR  Letters,  Dec.  1 3). 

I  would  prefer  this  to  be  a  “both- 
and”  situation  where  friendliness 
and  convicting  proclamation  can 
co-exist. 

But  I  am  concerned  if  it  evolves 
into  an  “either-or”  situation  in 
which  we  focus  either  on  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  personal  comfort  and 
friendliness  in  our  churches  or  we 
focus  on  convicting  proclamation  of 


By  DONNA  TOWNSEND 

Ali  sat  beside  me  at  the  Christ¬ 
mas  eve  Candlelight  Service  at  the 
church  my  family  has  attended  for 
over  20  years. 

When  members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  dressed  in  the  simple  clothes  of 
Mary,  Joseph,  the  Wise  Men  and 
the  shepherds  walked  forward  to¬ 
ward  the  church  altar  reenacting  the 
first  Christmas,  Ali  turned  to  me  in 
an  excitement  he  couldn’t  contain. 

“Jesus  wasn’t  a  Jew,”  he  said, 
“He  was  a  Palestinian!  He’s  dressed 
just  like  my  grandfather.  Ixjok  at 
him!” 

Christmas  is  more  serious 

Thinking  back,  I  recalled  how  our 
Christmas  celebrations  have  be¬ 
come  more  serious  and  more  mean¬ 
ingful  because  of  the  one  in  1986. 

It  was  to  be  our  typical  festive  oc¬ 
casion  and  our  family  was  having  a 
special  guest.  Ali  was  a  young  Pales¬ 
tinian  who  was  bom  in  a  tent  in 
Shatila  camp  near  Beirut,  Lebanon. 
His  ancestral  home  was  in  what  is 
now  northern  Israel. 

He  had  never  eaten  a  typical 
Christmas  meal,  had  not  been  invit¬ 
ed  to  mix  with  Americans  before, 
and  he  was  as  excited  as  we  were  in 
our  preparations.  Since  he  was  a 


biblical  truth. 

I  like  Mr.  McDonald’s  challenge 
to  local  congregations  to  be  “alterna¬ 
tive”  communities  and  to  respond 
to  our  call  as  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  with  authentic  discipleship. 

John  Voss 

Raymondville,  Missouri 

Thanks  for  Dec.  6  issue 

I  wanted  to  express  my  sympathy 
to  members  of  the  Reporter  staff 
who  must  be  missing  Spurgeon 
Dunnam’s  presence  greatly. 

The  Dec.  6  issue  was  the  finest  I 
have  read.  Prior  to  that  issue  the 
newspaper  was  a  little  too  “nice.” 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
#hich  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of 
the  Christian  life. 

Donna  Townsend  is  a 
member  of  Boston 
Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church ,  Tulsa, 

Okla.  (Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 

practicing  Muslim,  he  needed  to  be 
careful  about  what  he  agreed  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  and  questioned  us  thor¬ 
oughly  about  the  meal  preparation. 

He  eagerly  participated  in  buying 
cards,  getting  our  tree  and  decorat¬ 
ing  it,  and  purchasing  groceries.  On 
Christmas  eve  we  expected  him  to 
come  help  prepare  the  meal  and  he 
promised  he  would  come  early  and 
stay  late. 

He  was  bearing  gifts 

When  Ali  arrived  at  our  door  that 
evening  he  was  bearing  gifts  for  ev¬ 
eryone.  But  with  apologies  he  told 
us  that  his  family  insisted  he  join 
them  in  another  state  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  holiday. 


That  issue  surely  would  have  met 
Dr.  Dunnam’s  exacting  standards. 
No  punches  were  pulled.  It  con¬ 
veyed  that  Dr.  Dunnam  was  some¬ 
times  hard  to  live  with  even  while 
appreciating  the  level  he  sought  to 
attain  in  the  newspaper. 

I  suspect,  although  I  did  not  know 
him  personally,  that  he  would  have 
greatly  approved  of  that  issue  and  of 
each  of  you  for  not  forcing  senti¬ 
mentality  and  for  reporting  with 
“bite”  even  in  the  midst  of  sorrow. 

I  send  sympathy  to  the  staff  and 
think  of  the  family  who  has  lost  a 
father  at  an  early  age. 

Congratulations  on  representing 
the  United  Methodist  Church  so 


His  eyes  briefly  met  mine  and  I 
thought  I  saw  genuine  disappoint¬ 
ment  expressed,  and  I  sensed  there 
was  more  to  be  told  but  didn’t  press 
him. 

Why  the  change  in  plans? 

After  the  service,  I  asked  the  fam¬ 
ily  member  who  took  Ali  to  the  air¬ 
port  to  catch  his  flight,  why  the 
change  in  plan.  I  told  him  I  knew 
something  was  wrong. 

“Ali  didn’t  want  me  to  tell  you 
and  intended  to  tell  you  himself 
when  he  returned,”  he  said. 

“Tell  us  what?”  I  persisted. 

“His  grandmother,  brother  and 
three-year-old  nephew  were  killed 
in  a  retaliatory  raid  on  the  camp. 
There  may  be  other  deaths  in  the 
rubble  of  their  home.  Ali  needed  to 
be  with  his  brother  and  cousin  to 
see  if  they  could  get  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  survivors.  Shatila  is 
the  same  camp  that  endured  a 
three-day  massacre  in  1982  during 
the  Israel  occupation.” 

“Why  didn’t  he  say  something?” 

“He  didn’t  want  to  ruin  your 
Holy  Day  celebration.” 

This  year  I  think  of  the  other  three 
million  Palestinians  like  Ali  who  still 
yeam  to  go  home,  and  of  the  genera¬ 
tions  still  suffering  the  effects  of 
losses  after  more  than  40  years  of  be- 


well,  and  as  Dr.  Dunnam  and  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  church  have  done,  striv¬ 
ing  for  perfection. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Holbrook 
Plano,  Texas 

Whose  'gospel'  was  it? 

On  whose  message  is  Barbara 
Thomas  basing  her  statement, 
“God  does  guarantee  us  good  health 
if  we  follow  his  precepts?”  (see 
UMR  Letters,  Dec.  20). 

This  sounds  more  like  the  gospel 
of  the  health,  wealth  and  prosperity 
movement  (which  claims  that  if  you 
don’t  have  “it,”  the  problem  is  your 
lack  of  faith)  and  less  like  the  gospel 


ing  exiled  from  their  own  land. 

I  think  of  how  those  still  living  in 
Palestine  are  resisting  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  their  land  in  order  to  retain 
the  fragment  left  of  their  life,  their 
land  and  dignity. 

In  addition  to  the  three  million 
Palestinians,  there  are  five  million 
refugees  in  Afghanistan,  one  million 
in  Ethiopia,  one  million  in  Mozam¬ 
bique,  400,000  in  Iraq,  400,000  in 
Angola  and  the  other  30  million  all 
over  the  world. 

What  a  gift  peace  in  the  Middle 
East  would  be! 

Do  we  believe  the  words:  “I  bring 
you  peace  not  a  sword?” 

Do  we  believe  them  enough  to  in¬ 
sist  upon  a  just  peace? 

If  enough  people  believed  peace  is 
really  attainable,  we  could  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  make  it  happen. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  when  Jesus  had  been  bap¬ 
tized,  just  as  he  came  up  from  the 
water,  suddenly  the  heavens  were 
opened  to  him  and  he  saw  the  Spirit 
of  God  descending  like  a  dove  and 
alighting  on  him.  And  a  voice  from 
heaven  said,  ‘This  is  my  Son,  the 
Beloved,  with  whom  I  am  well 
pleased.’  ” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Thess.  5:16-18) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  6 

Monday:  Psalms  72:1-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  72:8-14 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  60:1-3 
Thursday:  Isaiah  60:4-6 
Friday:  Matthew  2:1-12 
Saturday:  Ephesians  3:1-6 
Sunday:  Ephesians  3:7-12 


of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  true  prom¬ 
ises  God  has  given  us. 

Lorraine  M.  Weick 
Westchester,  Illinois 

Important  fact  omitted 

Your  recent  article  headlined, 
“Church  agency  expenses  tight¬ 
ened”  omits  an  important  fact  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  20). 

Almost  all  of  the  controls  on  gen¬ 
eral  church  agency  expenses  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  were 
already  in  place  and  being  carefully 
monitored  by  the  agencies. 

The  GCFA  standardized  the 
wording  of  those  controls  and  made 
them  uniform  across  all  agencies. 

In  my  experience,  general  agency 
staffs  and  their  agency  finance  com¬ 
mittees  are  very  careful  stewards  of 
the  funds  entrusted  to  them. 

Roger  Burgess 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Souls  are  being  lost 

In  his  Nov.  22  letter  headlined, 
“Christian  chauvinism  hit,”  John 


Stopple  made  a  very  serious  mis¬ 
statement. 

While  God  is  indeed  the  source  of 
grace,  Mr.  Stopple  is  incorrect  in  stat¬ 
ing  one  does  not  have  to  have  ever 
heard  of  Jesus  to  accept  that  grace. 

God  has  more  than  one  form  qf 
grace  present  in  this  world,  but  the 
grace  we  commonly  call  salvation  is 
only  available  through  Christ.  This 
is  made  clear  in  several  New  Testa¬ 
ment  passages  including  John  14:6: 
“1  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the 
life.  No  one  comes  to  the  Father  ex¬ 
cept  through  me.” 

Until  this  misconception  is 
cleared  up  in  the  church,  souls  are 
going  to  be  lost  from  the  kingdom. 

Glenn  Gregory 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Experience  One  Of 
South  Carolina’s  Finest 
In  Retirement  Living 

The  Methodist  Manor,  located  in 
Florence,  SC,  offers  secure,  comfortable, 
and  enriching  retirement  living — the 
place  you  will  want  to  call  home.  Located 
just  one  and  one-half  hours  from  South 
Carolina's  sandy  beaches  and  four  hours 
from  the  grandeur  of  the  Smoky 
Mountains,  the  area  boasts  plentiful  golf 
courses  and  fishing  lakes  surrounded  by 
traditional  southern  charm. 

You  may  choose  from  three  sizes  of 
apartment-homes  and  enjoy  the  Manor's 
many  amenities  with  good  friends. 
Should  the  need  arise,  the  Wesleyan 
Suites,  a  separate  but  adjoining  assisted 
living  facility,  offers  help  with  the 
activities  of  daily  living. 

The  Manor  has  the  facilities  to  meet  your 
personal  needs  and  desires.  Call  or  write 
for  more  information. 

m  fe/Zoc/ii/  C/1f///07 

of  Me  .fhe  fZ)ee 
i  2100  South  Peniel  Road 

Florence,  SC  29501-8200 

(803)  664-0700 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Conference  of  S  C 


My  Witness 

Christmas  guest  altered  my  views  on  Middle  East 
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'BEST  MANAGED'  CHARITIES:  The 

Christian  Children’s  Fund  has  been  named  to 
“Money”  Magazine’s  exclusive  honor  roll  of  the 
nation’s  20  best  charities.  The  influential  finan¬ 
cial  magazine’s  December  issue  says  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.-based  fund  is  one  of  the  10  charities 
which  are  “consistently  the  most  efficient  and 
reputable  in  the  U.S.”  Christian  Children’s 
Fund  is  said  to  be  the  largest  independent  child 
care  agency  in  the  world,  providing  assistance 
to  some  530,000  needy  children  in  40  countries. 
The  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  serves  as  executive  director, 
said  the  fund  spends  80  percent  of  its  income  on 
programs  for  children. 

ANTI-LOTTERY  CAMPAIGN:  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  and  United  Methodists  in  Georgia 
are  gearing  up  for  a  battle  they  know  they  are  al¬ 
most  certain  to  lose — opposing  a  state  lottery 
proposal  that  will  come  before  voters  soon.  The 
anti-lottery  campaign  is  expected  to  be  ineffec¬ 
tive  not  only  because  the  measure  has  strong 
support  from  Governor  Zell  Miller — a  United 
Methodist — but  also  because  recent  experience 
has  shown  that  such  proposals  are  virtually  un¬ 
beatable  when  they  come  before  voters.  Despite 
overwhelming  opposition  by  religious  groups, 
lotteries  have  been  approved  in  34  states  in  the 
past  1 2  years. 

FUNDS  VOTED:  Based  on  performance 
described  as  “phenomenal”  during  1991,  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions 
recently  approved  a  special  distribution  to  indi¬ 
viduals’  accounts  in  the  board’s  Diversified 
Fund  making  the  year’s  effective  yield  15  per¬ 
cent.  The  total  amount  distributed  will  be  al¬ 
most  $300  million.  The  board’s  holdings  have  a 
current  market  value  of  about  $4.4  billion. 

ISSUES  FOR  CHRISTIANS:  In  a  series 
of  five  presentations  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board,  Willis  Bennett  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  listed  at  least  15  critical  ethical  and 
social  issues  which  Christians  need  to  address. 
Dr.  Bennett,  retired  provost  and  senior  profes¬ 
sor  of  church  and  community  at  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary,  said  the  church 
'needs  to  deal  with  personal  lifestyle;  equality  of 
opportunity  regardless  of  race,  gender  or  eco¬ 
nomic  status;  social  justice;  quality  of  life;  abor¬ 
tion;  AIDS;  health  care;  gambling; 
homosexuality;  materialism;  war  and  peace; 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse;  crime  and  punishment; 
genetic  engineering  and  homelessness. 

TURNS  DOWN  FALWELL:  The  Rev 

Paige  Patterson  recently  turned  down  an  offer 
to  become  president  of  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell’s 
Liberty  Baptist  Seminary  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  He 
will  remain  as  president  of  Criswell  College  in 
Dallas,  named  for  the  pastor  emeritus  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Criswell. 
The  move  to  Virginia  would  have  forced  Mr. 
Patterson  to  give  up  his  seat  on  the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  because  he  was  appointed  to  represent 
Texas  Baptists.  He  is  considered  a  leader  in  the 
.  so-called  conservative  group  which  has  seized 
control  of  many  Southern  Baptist  institutions. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


4-year  budget  proposal  sets  off  debate 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

SCHAUMBURG,  111.— How 
can  United  Methodists  keep 
their  far-flung  ministries  alive 
even  as  recession  casts  a  shadow 
across  the  economic  landscape? 

That  dilemma  became  apparent 
at  the  general-church  level  recently 
when  two  top  councils — one  re¬ 
sponsible  for  program  coordina¬ 
tion,  the  other  for  finances — met 
jointly  to  coordinate  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  program  and  budget  pro¬ 
posals  for  1993-96. 

The  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  pro¬ 
posed  a  $495.65  million  budget 
to  support  the  denomination’s 
domestic  and  international  work. 
That’s  $78.4  million  more  than 
the  amount  budgeted  for  the  four 
years  ending  in  1992. 

Reasonable  expectations 

According  to  the  finance  coun¬ 
cil’s  top  executive,  the  Rev.  Clif¬ 
ford  S.  Drake,  the  proposed  budget 
represents  his  agency’s  best  esti¬ 
mate  of  what  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  can  reasonably  expect 
to  receive  through  what  are  known 
as  “apportioned  funds” — that  is, 
the  “fair  share”  local  congregations 
will  be  asked  to  contribute  during 
1993-96  for  churchwide  ministries 
and  expenses. 

However,  he  said,  some  1,000 
delegates  to  the  church’s  highest 
policymaking  body,  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  can  set  whatever 
budget  they  wish  after  they  receive 
his  council’s  proposal. 

Not  everyone  will  get  what 
they  asked  for  if  the  finance 
council’s  proposal  is  adopted. 

For  example,  six  special  four- 
year  programs  approved  by  the 
church’s  program  coordinating 
council,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  are  not  included  in 
the  budget. 

These  programs,  totaling  more 


than  $5  million,  seek: 

/  $500,000  for  campus  minis¬ 
try; 

/  $  1  million  for  a  substance 
abuse  program; 

/$3.1  million  for  Hispanic 
ministries; 

/  $104,500  for  deaf  minis¬ 
tries; 

✓  $100, 000  forolderadult 
ministries; 

/  $500,000  for  the  four-year 
theme  “Celebrate  and  Witness.” 

In  addition,  the  budget  did  not 
include  a  $  1 .2  million  request  for 
a  comprehensive  plan  for  Native 
American  ministries. 

The  finance  council  cut  budget 
requests  by  the  church’s  program 
boards  and  agencies  from  $250 
million  to  $  1 77  million. 

Frustration  and  pain 

“There  is  frustration  and  pain 
in  this  council,”  said  the  Rev. 
Frank  Finkbiner  of  Robinson,  Ill., 
a  director,  “in  not  being  able  to 
grant  the  program  agencies  ...  the 
funds  they  need  to  do  the  job.” 

On  the  other  hand,  another  di¬ 
rector,  Frank  Furman  of  Pompa¬ 
no  Beach,  Fla.,  said  that  the 
finance  council  is  proposing  to 
raise  the  general  church  budget 
without  considering  the  financial 
squeeze  on  local  congregations 
and  annual  conferences. 

Florida  Annual  Conference 
treasurer  Beverly  Berry  agrees. 

“We  don’t  see  any  way  we  can 
meet  that  increase,”  she  told  the 
Reporter.  “Businesses  are  closing, 
people  are  out  of  work  and  many 
people  who  live  on  investment  in¬ 
terest  have  suffered  sharp  loss  of 
income.  That’s  frightening.” 

Fear  is  also  felt  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  conference,  according 
to  conference  treasurer  Robert 
W.  Stevens. 

Although  the  recession  hasn’t 
struck  that  area  as  hard  as  it  has 
other  parts  of  the  country,  the 


A  10  year  look  at  ‘apportionments’ 

Budgetary  goals  for  apportioned  funds*  compared  to  receipts,  1981-1991 
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’Apportioned  funds  are  the  share  General  Conference  asks  United  Methodists  to  contribute  to  the  work  of  the  general  church. 
’’NOTE:  Contributions  to  the  1989-92  budget  will  continue  through  1992. 

Source:  UM  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  UMR  GRAPHIC 


Historically,  United  Methodists  local  congregations  have  not  met  budgetary  goals  established 
for  the  church's  domestic  and  global  ministries.  A  proposed  increase  in  the  next  four-year  bud¬ 
get  (1993-96)  has  raised  questions  for  some  denominational  leaders  (see  related  stories). 

Mr.  Ste- 


mood  of  recession  has, 
vens  told  the  Reporter. 

Funds  not  the  issue 

He  said  that  although  the  Pacific 
Northwest  conference  has  a  history 
of  good  support  for  apportion¬ 
ments,  this  year  he  is  expecting  the 
support  to  drop  to  95  percent  from 
last  year’s  96.5  percent. 


Delegate  'grassroots'  protest  reported 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  proposed  $495.65  million 
budget  for  general  church  askings 
is  “highway  robbery,”  according 
to  General  Conference  lay  dele¬ 
gate  Charles  Pierce  of  Miami,  Fla. 

Mr.  Pierce  told  the  Reporter 
that  grassroots  church  members 
are  going  to  rise  up  against  the 
proposed  4  percent  per  year  in¬ 
crease  (see  related  story  above). 

He  said  that  a  new  movement 
called  “Grassroots”  has  begun 
among  some  delegates  to  the 
church’s  policymaking  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  that  will  “return 
the  church  to  its  members.” 

General  Conference  delegates 


from  five  annual  conferences 
have  expressed  interest  in 
“Grassroots,”  he  said,  although 
the  movement  has  just  begun. 

Members  of  “Grassroots,”  the 
three-time  delegate  said,  “are 
just  ordinary  United  Methodists 
who  need  a  break.” 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  hold-the- 
line  position  of  “Grassroots”  is 
not  based  on  lack  of  faith  or  lack 
of  interest  in  mission. 

Rather,  their  position  arises 
from  the  economy,  he  said. 
Many  people  are  out  of  work, 
and  the  investment  income  of  re¬ 
tired  people  has  been  cut  in  half. 

“Churches  are  hurting,”  he  said. 

Given  those  unsettling  circum¬ 


stances,  “the  [budget]  goal  is  im¬ 
possible,”  he  said.  “The  only  way 
you  can  cut  [the  dollars  asked  of 
your  church]  is  to  cut  the  member¬ 
ship  rolls.  It’s  a  lose-lose  situation.” 

Mr.  Pierce  said  the  group  plans 
to  take  a  hard  look  at  the 
church’s  general  boards  and 
agencies  as  well  as  the  budget. 

An  unspecified  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  believe  that  better  steward¬ 
ship  by  the  agencies  would  allow 
them  to  live  within  their  present 
budget,  he  added. 

“We  need  to  help  the  people  of 
the  world,”  he  said,  “but  first  we’ve 
got  to  get  our  own  act  together.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


By  contrast,  the  Rev.  Don  Ott, 
district  superintendent  in  Mil¬ 
waukee,  said  shortage  of  funds  is 
not  the  issue. 

“We  have  a  lower  stewardship 
level  than  we  should  have,”  Mr. 
Ott  said,  adding  that  he  sees  lack 
of  support  for  apportionments  as 
a  question  of  confidence. 

“People  are  not  certain  about 
what  the  church  is  doing  with  the 
money  it  receives,”  he  told  the 
Reporter,  citing  what  he  feels  to 
be  an  erosion  of  support  at  all 
levels  of  the  church. 

As  if  the  recession  were  not 


vada  Annual  Conference  has  suf¬ 
fered  from  a  string  of  natural 
disasters  (see  UMR,  Dec.  6,  13, 
20  and  27). 

Nevertheless  conference  trea¬ 
surer  Raul  Alegria  said,  “While 
we  must  be  aware  of  the  econom¬ 
ic  realities  at  the  local  church  lev¬ 
el,  some  general  church  agencies 
do  not  receive  nearly  the  money 
necessary  to  adequately  carry  out 
their  work.” 

It  requires  a  balance,  he  said. 
“It  gets  back  to  our  challenge  as 
Christians  to  give  beyond  our¬ 
selves  and  to  make  the  world  our 
parish.” 


bad  enough,  the  Califomia-Ne- 

History  shows  it  won't  be  paid 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


No  matter  what  budget  General 
Conference  sets  for  apportioned 
funds,  the  denomination  has  a  his¬ 
tory  of  not  meeting  the  projection 
(see  related  article  above). 

Contributions  from  local  con¬ 
gregations  have  not  totalled  100 
percent  of  apportioned  funds  since 
the  denomination  was  formed  in 
1968  by  merger  of  The  Methodist 
Church  and  The  Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  Church. 


During  the  denomination’s 
first  four-year  period  (1969-72), 
84.6  percent  of  the  total  budget 
was  raised,  according  to  the 
church’s  finance  council  records. 

Peak  performance  came  in 
1981-84  when  United  Method¬ 
ists  contributed  89.7  percent  of 
the  funds  asked  of  them.  In 
1985-88,  the  percentage  slipped 
to  88.2  (see  chart). 

Totals  for  1989-92  won’t  be 
known  until  sometime  in  1993. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


UM  bishops  included  as  Castro  meets  with  ecumenical  delegation 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


HAVANA — In  an  example  of  the 
new  spirit  of  cooperation  between 
Christians  and  the  Cuban  govern¬ 
ment,  President  Fidel  Castro  met 
for  four  hours  recently  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  ecumenical  coun¬ 
cils  of  Cuba,  the  Americas  and  the 
Caribbean. 


Those  at  the  meeting  included 
United  Methodist  Bishops  Lloyd 
Knox  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
Melvin  Talbert  of  San  Francisco 
and  six  executives  from  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

After  greeting  council  leaders — 
including  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  general  secretary,  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches — the 


“I  feel  closer  to  the  Lord  in  the 
land  He  called  home’.’  -Pat  Boone 


"It’s  nearly  2000  years  since  Jesus  walked  these  hills,  but  you  feel  his  prescence  every¬ 
where.  And  for  me  there  is  something  magical  about  it.  It’s  like  wandering  through  the 
pages  of  the  Scriptures." 

Thousands  of  Americans  are  visiting  the  Holy  land  now.  Shouldn't  you  join  them  for  the 
most  fabulous  journey  of  your  lifetime? 

Consult  a  travel  agent  or  your  Pastor.  And  for  free  literature,  please  mail  the  coupon. 

Hope  to  see  you  soon. 


Cuban  leader  told  the  audience  he 
had  come  “to  listen  to  your  reflec¬ 
tions”  about  the  ecumenical  consul¬ 
tation,  which  he  did. 

Gives  lengthy  answers 

But  he  also  gave  lengthy,  detailed 
answers  to  questions,  displaying  a 
studied  knowledge  of  the  current 
world  situation  and  an  encyclopedic 
ability  to  recite  facts  and  figures. 

His  personal  translator  kept  a  re¬ 
markable  pace  for  English-language 
listeners  as  his  soft,  raspy  voice  rose 
and  fell  with  his  emotions. 

President  Castro  railed  against  the 
U.S.  economic  embargo  against 
Cuba  and  other  U.S.  efforts  to  under¬ 
mine  his  government.  He  also  spoke 
of  how,  for  years,  Cuba  had  conduct¬ 
ed  85  percent  of  its  trade  with  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  and  Eastern  Europe. 


With  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet 
bloc,  President  Castro  said,  “all  of  a 
sudden,  all  that  went  down  the 
drain.” 

The  sugar  market,  one  of  Cuba’s 
main  exports,  also  has  gone  down  the 
drain,  according  to  the  president. 
Once,  a  ton  of  sugar  bought  seven 
tons  of  oil;  today,  1.4  tons.  And  the 
available  number  of  trading  partners 
has  shrunk  because  of  U.S.  pressure 
on  other  countries  not  to  trade  with 
Cuba — a  double  blockade. 

Although  the  lifting  of  the  U.S. 
blockade  would  not  solve  all  Cuba’s 
economic  problems,  according  to 
Castro,  it  would  leave  other  coun¬ 
tries  free  to  resume  trade. 

He  supported  a  suggestion  that 
U.S.  churches  launch  a  campaign  to 
collect  food  and  medicines  for  the 
Cuban  people. 


“It  would  make  the  unfairness, 
the  cruelty  of  the  blockade  more  ob¬ 
vious,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Clifton  Kirkpatrick,  a 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  execu¬ 
tive,  asked  President  Castro  to  re¬ 
spond  to  recent  reports  of 
human-rights  violations  in  Cuba, 
particularly  around  the  issue  of  free¬ 
dom  of  expression  and  information. 

The  question  drew  a  long  response. 

'Balance  in  our  favor' 

To  begin  with,  President  Castro 
pointed  out  that  the  issue  of  human 
rights  has  always  been  used  as  an 
argument  against  the  revolution. 
But  he  said  he  believes  if  all  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  revolution  were  thor¬ 
oughly  analyzed,  “the  balance 
would  be  in  our  favor.” 

In  Cuba,  torture  and  murder  have 
not  been  used  as  political  tools,  ac¬ 


cording  to  the  president. 

“In  Cuba,  there  has  never  been 
one  missing  person,  which  is  so 
common  in  Latin  America  and  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  world,”  he  added. 

He  admitted  that  conflicts  between 
the  Cuban  government  and  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church,  which  was  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  wealthy,  existed  in 
the  early  days  of  the  revolution. 

He  franldy  said  that,  in  Cuba, 
there  is  no  room  in  the  mass  media 
“for  an  open  campaign  against  our 
country.” 

President  Castro  applauded  re¬ 
cent  changes  in  Cuba’s  constitution, 
particularly  allowing  Christians  full 
participation  in  the  process. 

“The  non-admission  of  Chris¬ 
tians  into  the  party  was  translated 
into  discrimination,”  he  told  the 
group.  “I  am  very  pleased  that  has 
been  removed.” 


Korean  UM  leaders  see  benefits  from  pact 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Korean  United  Methodist  leaders 
hailed  the  recent  signing  of  a  non¬ 
aggression  and  reconciliation  treaty 
as  a  promising  step  toward  reconcil¬ 
iation  of  North  and  South  Korea. 

The  accord,  signed  by  North  and 
South  Korean  officials,  renounces 
armed  force  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  calls  for  making  all  of  Korea  a 
nuclear-free  zone,  eases  travel  re¬ 
strictions  and  provides  for  cultural 
exchanges. 

It  also  provides  for  re-establish¬ 
ing  communications  and  rebuilding 
road  and  railway  linkages  between 
North  and  South. 

The  Rev.  Michael  S.  Hahm,  an 


official  of  the  United  Methodist 
global  missions  agency,  said  he 
hopes  the  treaty  will  open  possibili¬ 
ties  for  the  “10  million  separated 
families  who  haven’t  seen  their 
loved  ones  in  40  years.” 

Mr.  Hahm,  Korea  secretary  for 
the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  head  of 
the  Korea  Church  Coalition  on 
Peace,  Justice  and  Reunification, 
fled  North  Korea  during  the  con¬ 
flict  in  the  1950s.  His  sister  is  still 
in  Pyongyang,  the  northern  capital. 

The  armistice  signed  in  1953  by 
the  United  Nations  and  North  Ko¬ 
rea  “was  not  a  peace  treaty,”  and 
South  Korea  did  not  sign,  Mr. 


Hahm  pointed  out. 

“Now  the  North  Koreans  are  tak¬ 
ing  seriously  their  South  Korean 
colleagues.  It  is  a  tremendous  his¬ 
torical  development  for  them  not  to 
be  in  a  state  of  war.” 

Mr.  Hahm  said  he  hopes  the  next 
step  will  be  a  peace  treaty  by  all  par¬ 
ties  to  the  conflict,  including  the 
United  States. 

The  new  agreement  is  “a  psycho¬ 
logical  relief,”  he  added,  because 
“North  and  South  were  in  constant 
insecurity,”  unsure  of  when  attack 
from  the  other  might  come.  “Now 
that  threat  is  removed." 

The  Rev.  Eun  Choi  Cho,  pastor  of 
First  Korean  United  Methodist 


Church,  Chicago,  said  the  prospect  of 
open  travel  to  North  Korea  has 
pleased  members  of  his  church,  who 
are  “looking  forward  to  visiting  their 
homeland  and  to  reunification.” 

Mr.  Cho,  who  was  bom  in  South 
Korea,  cautioned,  however,  that  in 
moving  toward  reunification,  the  two 
Koreas  face  challenges  similar  to 
those  encountered  by  the  two  Ger- 
manys — reconciling  the  economies 
of  a  prosperous  nation  and  an  eco¬ 
nomically  underdeveloped  one. 

Perhaps,  he  added,  Koreans  can 
find  “common  ground  and  mutual 
understanding  in  the  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 


Faith  at  work 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty 
and  students  stand  true  to 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan¬ 
gelical  beliefs.  Discover  en¬ 
riched  personal  and  family 
relationships,  sharpen  your 
scholarly  insights  and  habits 
in  the  company  of  interna¬ 
tionally  acclaimed  profes¬ 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your 
denomination.  Asbury  Semi¬ 


nary  is  accredited  by  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  to  award 
master’s  and  doctor's  degrees; 
and  is  approved  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Univ.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

A  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1 800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3581,  Eastern  time.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 


Asburv 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  J 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $ I  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SlO  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis- 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  in 
3600-member  church  with  year  round  program 
including  full  range  of  ministries  with  children 
for  infants  through  sixth  graders.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable,  Benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  c/o  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey,  Myers  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6161, 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina  28207, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
450-member  small-town  congregation.  Active 

Program  of  nurture/outreach  for  all  age  levels. 

articular  emphasis  on  children/youth  minis¬ 
tries.  Salary  and  benefits  over  $25,000,  plus 
housing.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
P.O.  Box  510,  Winnfield,  LA  71483.  (318)  628- 
4181. 


PROFESSOR  AND  DIRECTOR,  Center  For 
Asian-American  Ministries.  Garrett-Evangeli¬ 
cal  Theological  Seminary  seeks  faculty  member 
with  Ph.D.  degree  or  its  equivalent  to  teach  in 
at  least  one  of  the  following  fields:  scripture, 
theology,  ethics  and  society,  or  practical  theol¬ 
ogy;  and  direct  the  Center  for  Asian-American 
Ministries  (percentage  of  time  negotiable).  The 
Center  works  with  a  range  of  Asian-American 
students  and  churches,  tne  majority  of  which 
are  Korean-American.  Rank  an'  .^iSility  of 
tenure  will  be  determined  by  training,  publica¬ 
tion  record,  experience.  The  position  is  avail¬ 
able  July  1,  1992.  The  seminary  is  an  equal  op¬ 
portunity  employer.  Applicants  should  send 
their  vita,  along  with  a  statement  of  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  and  interest  in  the  position,  by  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  1992  to  the  Dean’s  Office,  G-ETS,  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  College  Age 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  2,600-member 
church  in  university  community.  Very  large 
youth  program.  Experience  is  required.  Send 
resume  by  1/31/92  to:  David  Dodge,  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Program,  Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW 
8th  Ave.,  Gainesville,  FL  32605. 

TEACHER  OF  EVANGELISM.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  seeks  Teacher  of  Evangelism 
Full-Time.  Requirements:  Theological  compe¬ 
tence,  demonstrated  effectiveness  as  teacher 
and  motivator  in  evangelism  in  local-connec- 
tional  church.  Equivalent  to  M.Div.  and  work 
on  Ph.D.  desirable.  Lay  or  Clergy,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  race  or  gender.  Send  full  resume,  refer¬ 
ences  and  up  to  400  words  on  theology  and  un¬ 
derstanding  of  evangelism  to:  Dr.  David 
Severe,  2420  N.  Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City, 
OK  73106.  Deadline:  February  1,  1992. _ 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  OF  Director  Of 
Youth  And  College  Ministries  available  at 
1700-member  church  in  College  community. 
Planning  and  co-ordinating  youth  and  college 
events,  managing  Family  Life  Center,  etc.  Send 
resume,  references,  and  salary  expectations  to: 
Rev.  Fred  Haustein,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  801  S.  Main,  Jonesboro,  AR  72401. 
OPPORTUNITY  IN  APPALACHIA  for  Chris¬ 
tian  outreach  to  teenagers.  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  has  a  dormitory  counselor  opening  for  a 
committed  and  caring  individual  or  couple.  Ex- 
lerience  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel 
Director,  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly,  KY 
40913.  (606)  598-3155. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week, 
$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 


Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


1-800-826-8612 

lEGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Faith 

= connections 

FAITH  IN  ACTION:  The  Rev.  James 
Lawson  Jr.,  pastor  of  Holman  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  widely  known 
civil-rights  leader,  will  resume  a  television  call-in 
dialogue  and  debate  on  contemporary  social  is¬ 
sues  beginning  Jan.  3.  His  program  will  be  aired 
by  VISN  (Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network)  at 
10  p.m.  Fridays  and  2  p.m.  Saturdays  (EST). 

SURVEY  ON  SPANISH  HYMNAL: 

United  Methodist  Hispanic  pastors  will  soon  re¬ 
ceive  a  questionnaire  from  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  office  of  research  to 
gain  feedback  for  the  proposed  new  Spanish 
United  Methodist  Hymnal.  Raquel  Mora  Marti¬ 
nez,  editor  of  this  hymnal,  said  this  survey  will 
help  the  committee  leant  what  local  congregations 
need  in  the  hymnal.  The  hymnal  committee  in¬ 
cludes  representatives  of  the  Cuban,  Puerto  Ri¬ 
can,  Salvadoran,  Dominican  and  Mexican 
American  segments  of  the  Hispanic  community. 
Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area)  is  chairman 
of  this  hymnal  committee.  The  hymnal  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  publication  in  1995. 

CENTER  PROPOSED:  Forty  United 
Methodists  representing  20  Native  American 
tribes  in  the  western  United  States  asked  recently 
that  a  "spiritual-renewal  and  substance-abuse 
center”  be  created  by  the  church’s  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  (region).  They  said  they  want  the  center  to 
combine  spiritual  healing  from  their  traditions 
with  self-help  and  family  counseling  to  help  com¬ 
bat  rampant  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  in  indigenous 
communities.  The  proposal  for  the  center  goes 
now  to  the  church's  Western  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  which  will  meet  in  mid-July. 

BOOK  CUTOFF:  Feb.  1  is  the  projected 
cutoff  date  for  receiving  books  intended  for  the 
theological  collection  of  the  Africa  University 
library.  “We’re  still  receiving  lists  from  people 
who  wish  to  donate  books,"  said  Rosalyn  Lewis, 
librarian  at  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  overseer  of  the  Africa-book  project. 
She  said  nearly  10,000  books  have  been  collected. 

GIMMICK  OR  GIFT?  A  90-minute  tele¬ 
conference,  “The  Tithe:  Gimmick  or  Gift?”, 
will  be  presented  nationwide  Feb.2  by  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Stewardship  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Presenters  will 
include  Norma  Wimberly  of  the  Stewardship 
staff;  the  Rev.  Marcus  Matthews,  council  or, 
ministries  director  of  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference,  and  the  Rev.  Bruce  Taylor,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Roanoke 
Rapids,  N.C.  For  information  on  cable  access 
and  viewing  times,  contact  the  Genera]  Board 
of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-0840. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


World  Methodist  Council  adopts  new  'vision' 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  ^  .....  L.  F 

Associate  Editor  council.  Said  in  hlS  renort  tn  the  social  rarino  and  thn  nni:«:  —  i  ....  .  .  _  _ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

New  officers  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  have  adopted 
the  first  “vision  statement”  of  the 
organization’s  1 10-year  history. 

The  document  seeks  "fully  to 
represent  at  the  world  level”  the 
different  perspectives  of  the 
council’s  68  member  churches. 

Unanimously  approved  recently 
at  a  meeting  in  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  the  officers'  vision  statement 
builds  on  lessons  learned  during 
cross-cultural  confrontations  at  the 
16th  World  Methodist  Conference 
in  Singapore  this  past  July  (see  ac¬ 
companying  analysis). 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist 


Council,  said  in  his  report  to  the 
officers’  meeting: 

“1  left  Singapore  thinking  the 
World  Methodist  Council  could 

be  perceived  in  a  new  way _ 

more  than  a  bureaucratic  organi¬ 
zation  of  loosely  connected  and 
diverse  committees _ Our  larg¬ 

er  goal  is  to  lift  . . .  commitment 
to  Christ,  the  truth  of  God's  rev¬ 
elation  in  Christ,  and  the  contri¬ 
bution  the  Christian  faith  makes 
in  its  specific  application.” 

In  their  vision  statement, 
World  Methodist  officers  affirm: 

■  Commitment  to  the  distinc¬ 
tiveness  “Methodists  share  with 
all  other  Christians:  the  offer  of  a 
personal  experience  of  Jesus  in 
one  s  own  life,  involvement  in 


social  caring  and  the  political 
struggle  for  justice,”  and  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  life  of  the  church; 

■  New  sensitivity  to  great 
changes  taking  place  in  the 
world,  such  as  those  occurring  in 
Europe,  and  to  how  the  council 
should  relate  to  those  changes; 

■  High  priority  to  leading  others 
to  Jesus  Christ,  enabling  Methodist 
people  to  “witness  to  that  faith, 
and  to  the  struggle  for  peace,  jus¬ 
tice  and  human  wholeness  in  the 
context  of  care  for  the  planet  in 
which  we  are  temporary  dwellers;” 

■  Full  representation  at  the 
world  level  of  the  different  perspec¬ 
tives  of  the  council’s  68  member 
churches; 

I  Intention  to  begin  or  contin¬ 


ue  international  dialogues  with 
other  Christian  world  commu¬ 
nions  for  “an  increasing  recogni¬ 
tion  by  each  that  all  the  others 
are  truly  ‘Christian  Church’  and 
for  a  growing  capacity  by  all  de¬ 
nominations  to  live  more  obvi¬ 
ously  as  ‘Christian  Church’  in 
every  part  of  life;” 

■  Commitment  to  continue  to 
“stand  alongside”  Methodist 
churches  that  are  being  “unfairly 
treated  in  political  or  social 
terms.”  Such  acts  are  to  be  based 
on  consultation  and  cooperation 
within  the  church  involved  in  the 
context  of  the  crisis. 

According  to  council  officers, 
the  vision  statement  is  intended 
to  be  the  group’s  guide  over  the 
next  five  years. 


The  Rev.  Donald  English, 
home  mission  executive  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  and  Northern  Ireland,  is  the 
council’s  1992-96  president. 

United  Methodist  laywoman 
Frances  Alguire  of  Downers 
Grove,  Ill.,  is  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  representative  on  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee. 

United  Methodist  layman  Ew¬ 
ing  Werlein  Jr.  of  Houston  is  the 
council’s  treasurer. 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
Executive  Committee  next  will 
meet  Sept.  21-27  in  Varna,  Bul¬ 
garia,  at  the  invitation  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bol- 
leter  (Central  and  Southern  Eu¬ 
rope  Area). 


. .u  uvjiu  ui  tunun-  next  rive  years.  ropeArea). 

Council's  statement  marks  its  global ' coming  of  age' 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  _  — —  P  r  J  t  I  V  P  cnoiol  lltltnaer  „  ™  


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  vision  statement  recently 
approved  by  World  Methodist 
Council  officials  marks  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  coming  of  age  as  a  global 
body  (see  accompanying  story). 

For  ordinary  Methodists,  the 
council’s  maturation  may  appear 
to  signify  little — if  they’re  aware 
of  the  council’s  existence  at  all. 

Even  many  who  are  aware 
have  tended  to  regard  the  body 
as  being  at  best  little  more  than  a 
theological  travel  club  for  British 
and  American  Methodists. 

It’s  time,  however,  for  critics 
and  those  who  previously  could 
care  less  about  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council  to  take  another  look. 

When  they  do,  they  will  find  in 
the  recently  adopted  vision  state¬ 
ment  that  the  council  has  grown  up 
by  providing  Christians  with  practi¬ 
cal  models  for  turning  confronta¬ 
tion  and  conflict  into  reconciliation. 

Bom  out  of  cross-cultural  pain 
that  marked  the  16th  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  in  Singapore  last 
summer,  the  vision  statement  an¬ 
nounces  a  commitment  to  create 
and  sustain  mutually  cooperative 
global  Methodist  relations — a  chal¬ 
lenging  undertaking  at  a  time  when 
world  situations  change  rapidly. 

That  commitment  can  be  traced 
to  four  specific  conflicts  during  last 
summer’s  world  gathering: 

Decision-making.  Repeatedly 


Analysis 

during  meetings  of  the  500-mem- 
ber  World  Methodist  Council,  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  African,  Asian 
and  Latin  American  churches  com¬ 
plained  that  the  council’s  language 
and  decision-making  process  relied 
heavily  on  the  Anglo-American  tra¬ 
ditions  of  Methodism. 

The  recently  adopted  vision 
statement  states  that  the  council  in¬ 
tends  to  function  in  a  truly  accessi¬ 
ble  way  for  all  its  68  member 
churches.  Doing  so  will  require 
more  equitable  inclusion  of  their 
experiences  and  ways  of  doing 
things  as  Methodist  Christians  in 
vastly  diverse  parts  of  the  world. 

Racism.  One  of  the  most  emo¬ 
tionally  charged  moments  in  last 
summer’s  conference  came  when 
the  Rev.  Siatua  Leuluaialii,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Samoa,  accused  the  western  world 
of  racism  for  its  continued  nuclear 
testing  in  the  South  Pacific. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Leu- 
luaialii’s  speech,  the  Rev.  Donald 
English  of  Great  Britain,  1992-96 
president  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  galvanized  conference  del¬ 
egates  by  apologizing  to  Mr.  Leu¬ 
luaialii  for  the  islands’  exploitation 
by  his  and  other  western  countries. 

The  new  vision  statement,  in 
its  commitments  to  greater  sensi¬ 
tivity,  representation  and  coop¬ 


erative  social  witness  among 
Methodist  churches  worldwide, 
reflects  the  council’s  awakening 
to  its  racially  exploited  members. 

Social  and  political  protest.  The 

choice  of  Singapore  as  the  site  of 
the  1 6th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  proved  controversial  both  be¬ 
fore  and  during  the  conference. 

The  site  was  chosen — and  reaf¬ 
firmed  amid  protest — as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  “stand  with”  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Singapore 
in  a  witness  against  repressive 
government  policies  there. 

During  the  conference,  however, 
council  leaders’  failure  to  recognize 
the  political  sensitivities  of  the  Sin¬ 
gapore  church’s  situation  resulted 
in  a  premature  news  release  about 
the  council’s  “witness.”  Local  pub¬ 
lication  of  that  story  embarrassed 
Bishop  Ho  Chee  Sin,  leader  of  the 
Singapore  church,  by  his  being 
called  to  account  by  a  Singaporean 
government  official. 

The  vision  statement’s  ac¬ 
knowledgement  that  such  protests 
must  be  made  “in  consultation  and 
cooperation  with  the  church  in¬ 
volved  in  the  context  of  the  crisis” 
helps  transform  the  mistakes  of 
that  episode  into  a  model  for  more 
considerate — and  likely  more  ef¬ 
fective — social  witness. 

Cross-cultural  fellowship.  As 
an  effort  to  fulfill  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  first  aim  of  foster¬ 
ing  global  Methodist  fellowship, 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BV  AlEX  VERGARA 

SINGAPORE— Delegates  to  the  16th  World  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  participate  in  one  of  the  small  groups  called  "pondoks." 
The  groups  were  one  place  where  cross-cultural  differences 
were  explored. 


the  Singapore  gathering’s  small- 
group  meetings  called  “pondoks” 
succeeded  in  both  exposing  and  re¬ 
ducing  cultural  bigotry. 

Most  “pondoks”  reported  en¬ 
lightening  and  fruitful  discussions 
on  each  day’s  theological,  social 
and  political  topics.  Some  groups, 
however,  also  reported  significant 
conflicts  related  to  cultural  differ¬ 
ences  in  interpersonal  relations. 

The  vision  statement’s  aim  to 
emphasize  the  common  identity 
of  Methodists  as  the  family  of 


Large-church  pastors  discuss  special  needs 


Christ,  while  allowing  for  cultur¬ 
al  differences,  provides  a  realistic 
foundation  for  achieving  global 
Christian  fellowship  which  the 
council  seeks  to  engender. 

The  September  meeting  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  execu¬ 
tive  committee  in  Vama,  Bulgaria, 
bears  watching  as  the  first  test  of  a 
council  “come  of  age.”  Events  in 
Europe  are  a  challenging  back¬ 
ground  against  which  it  will  be 
called  for  the  first  time  to  put  the 
noble  aims  of  its  ambitious  state¬ 
ment  of  vision  into  practice. 


By  MARJORY  LENOX 

Do  United  Methodism’s  “large 
churches”  have  special  needs? 

What  are  their  pastors’  needs? 

Those  questions  formed  the  back¬ 
drop  for  a  recent  four-day  gathering 
of  57  men  and  women  from  around 
the  country  serving  churches  with 
memberships  of  more  than  1,000  or 


with  average  worship  attendance  of 
more  than  350. 

The  meeting  at  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bethel  Park, 
Pa.,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburgh,  was  the 
fourth  such  event. 

The  gatherings  are  part  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
“Large  Church  Initiative”  to  deal 
specifically  with  special  needs  of  the 
“large  church.” 


To  assume  that  pastors  of  both 
large  and  small  congregations 
should  function  in  the  same  way 
would  be  unproductive,  said  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Discipleship 
chief  executive,  in  his  opening-day 
remarks. 


Dr.  Jones  said  large  congrega¬ 
tions  are  marked  by: 

■  Top-quality  music; 

■  Sunday  and  weekend  worship 
consistently  “rich  experiences”; 

■  Varied  and  high-quality  pro¬ 
grams,  and 

■  Lay  leadership  on  most  levels. 

A  large  congregation,  with  a  cor¬ 
respondingly  large  staff,  needs  a  dif¬ 
ferent  approach  to  its  ministry,  Dr. 
Jones  said. 


In  a  series  of  seven  presentations 
each,  the  Rev.  Brian  Bauknight  of 
the  host  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Rev.  Rodney 
Smothers  of  Central  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Atlanta  shared  their 
insights,  as  pastors  of  lhrge  congre¬ 
gations,  on  leadership  style,  staff 
building,  and  related  topics. 

Both  pastors  said  they  felt  re¬ 
sponsible  for  discovering  human 
needs,  leading  in  stewardship  and 


i  ne  Kev.  Rodney  Smothers  of  Central  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Atlanta  (foreground)  and  the  Rev.  Brian  Bauknight  of  the  host  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pittsburgh  shared  their  insights  on  lead¬ 
ership  style,  staff  building  and  related  topics  with  a  recent  national 
gathering  of  large-church  pastors  (see  accompanying  story). 

financial  development  and  envi¬ 
sioning  the  congregation’s  future. 

Workshops  led  by  the  Christ 
Church  staff  offered  instruction  on 


Religion/ race  agency  elects  two 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— An  attorney 
from  South  Carolina  and  a  clergy¬ 
man  from  Indiana  have  been  elect¬ 
ed  associate  general  secretaries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  ra¬ 
cial  monitoring  agency. 

Elaine  Jenkins  of  John’s  Island, 
S.C.,  and  the  Rev.  James  E.  Taylor  of 


Indianapolis,  were  confirmed  in  a 
postal  ballot  of  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  directors. 

Ms.  Jenkins  will  assume  her  new 
duties  Jan.  .1 3,  Mr.  Taylor  his  Feb.  24. 

Ms.  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Taylor  will 
fill  vacancies  created  by  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  the  Rev.  Warren  C.  Hill  and 
the  retirement  of  Evelyn  Fitzgerald. 


such  topics  as  music,  networking, 
clergy  associates,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren,  care  of  visitors  and  nurture  of 
members. 

Ms.  Lenox  is  director  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  evangelism  at  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church,  Bethel 
Park,  Pa. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  m 
The  solution—  15 


?»i 


with  an  aisle,  raised  \ 

roof  and  electric  step. _ 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 
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A  Day  Of 
Celebrating 
Our  Humanity 


William  B.  Oden 


On  Sunday,  January  19,  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  each 
place  will  celebrate  Human  Relations  Sunday. 

Part  of  me  says  it  is  redundant  to  have  a  Human  Relations  Sunday  in 
the  life  of  the  church.  After  all,  does  not  our  very  gospel  proclaim  that 
we  are  all  one  in  Jesus  Christ?  That  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile, 
male  nor  female,  black  nor  white,  nor  any  other  divisions  among  us? 

Louisiana  is  unique  in  having  the  second  largest  number  of  histori¬ 
cally  black  congregations  in  any  annual  conference  (105  of  our  600  lo¬ 
cal  churches).  We  are  also  fortunate  in  that  our  Conference  has  among 
the  largest  number  of  integrated  local  churches  in  our  connection.  That 
is  to  be  celebrated  and  affirmed. 

Yet,  the  truth  is  that  there  are  still  walls  that  divide  us  and  barriers 
that  separate  us. 

There  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  tearing  down  these  walls  and  barri¬ 
ers.  We  have  been  through  a  divisive  political  year  and  each  of  us  is 
called  to  be  an  instrument  of  reconciliation. 

Therefore,  let  every  United  Methodist  be  in  worship  these  coming 
Sundays  as  we  exercise  our  humanity  by  declaring  ourselves  citizens  of 
a  kingdom  that  knows  no  bounds. 


W.GJL4  O 


United  Methodist  Women's 
Sunday  Celebrated  in  January 


Even  before  the  time  the  “Ladies 
of  the  Mission”  set  up  the  Five 
Points  Mission  on  the  site  of  the 
Old  Brewery  in  the  notorious  area 
of  New  York  known  as  “Five 
Points”  in  the  1850s,  Methodist 
women  have  refused  to  see  the 
world  as  unredeemable. 

Throughout  the  history  of  the 
Wesleyan  Movement,  women  have 
cared  for  the  sick,  the  poor  and  the 
destitute  while  championing  the 
causes  of  peace,  racial  harmony  and 
family  life.  Other  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  have  always  been  a  primary 


Bishop  to  Preach  at 

Louisiana's  Gubernatorial  Inauguration 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  give 
the  Scriptural  Reflections  at  the  wor¬ 
ship  services  for  the  Inauguration 
Day  ceremonies  for  Governor-elect 
Edwin  Edwards.  The  Scripture  read¬ 
ings  will  be  taken  from  Isaiah,  Co- 
lossians  and  Matthew.  Bishop  Oden 
will  join  other  church  judicatory 
leaders  from  around  the  state  in  this 
special  ecumenical  event.  The  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  held  at  the  Cathedral  of 


Scholarship  Available 


The  Stoody-West  Fellowship 

The  annual  $6,000  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  for  graduate  study  in 
Journalism  is  offered  in  recognition 
of  the  professional  competence  and 
inspired  service  of  Dr.  Ralph  Stoody 
and  Dr.  Arthur  West,  leaders  in  pub¬ 
lic  relations  and  Methodist  informa¬ 
tion  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  from  1940  to  1975. 

The  grant  will  assist  a  Christian- 
engaged  in  religious  journalism,  or 
one  planning  to  enter  this  field,  in 
taking  graduate  study  at  an  accred¬ 
ited  school  or  department  of  jour¬ 
nalism  of  his  or  her  choice. 

The  purpose  of  the  fellowship  is 
to  enhance  the  recipient’s  profes¬ 
sional  competence  and  thereby  help 
to  perpetuate  the  standards  exem¬ 
plified  by  Ralph  Stoody  and  Arthur 
West.  Religious  journalism  is 
broadly  interpreted  to  include  au¬ 
diovisual,  electronic  and  print  jour¬ 
nalism. 

Application  forms  for  the  1 991- 
1993  academic  year  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  to:  Fellowship 
Committee;  United  Methodism 
Communications;  Suite  1901;  475 
Riverside  Drive;  New  York,  NY 
101 15.  Completed  applications 
must  be  mailed  to  the  above  ad¬ 
dress  by  March  30,  1992. 


The  Perryman  Scholarship  for 
Ethnic  Minority  Students 

The  $2,500  Leonard  M.  Perry¬ 
man  Communications  Scholarship 
for  Ethnic  Minority  Students  is  of¬ 
fered  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Perry¬ 
man,  a  journalist  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  nearly  30 
years. 

The  scholarship  is  intended  to  aid 
Ethnic  Minority  undergraduate  stu¬ 
dents  (junior  or  senior)  who  have  an 
intention  to  pursue  a  career  in  reli¬ 
gious  communication  and  are  at¬ 
tending  an  accredited  institution  of 
higher  education. 

The  purpose  of  the  scholarship  is 
to  enable  the  recipient  to  continue 
his/her  studies  in  communication 
and  to  promote  a  level  of  excellence 
in  communication  on  the  under¬ 
graduate  level  by  an  Ethnic  Minor¬ 
ity  student.  The  term  communica¬ 
tion  is  meant  to  cover  various  me¬ 
dia  as  audiovisual,  electronic  and 
print  journalism. 

Application  forms  for  the  1992- 
1993  academic  year  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  to:  Scholarship 
Committee,  United  Methodist 
Communications;  Suite  1901;  475 
Riverside  Drive;  New  York,  NY 
101 15.  Completed  applications 
must  be  mailed  by  March  30,  1992. 


Human  Relations  Day  Sunday:  January  19 


Local  churches  across  the  Confer¬ 
ence  are  encouraged  to  celebrate 
Human  Relations  Day  Sunday  on 
January  19. 

Previously  known  as  Race  Rela¬ 
tions  Day,  “Human  Relations  Day 
calls  the  church  to  affirm  the  right 
of  all  God’s  children  in  fulfilling 
their  potential  as  human  beings  in 
relationship  with  each  other.  The 
purpose  of  this  day  is  to  further  the 
development  of  better  human  rela¬ 
tions  ...”  (Paragraph  274.1,  1988 
Book  of  Discipline.) 

Human  Relations  day  is  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  Sunday  before  the  national 
observance  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.’s  birthday.  The  theme, 
“To  Set  at  Liberty  Those  Who  Are 
Oppressed,”  combines  a  four-year 
emphasis  on  Luke  4:  18-19,  in 
which  Jesus  proclaims  his  mission 


to  the  world.  The  theme  signifies 
the  efforts  of  churches  and  commu¬ 
nity  groups,  supported  by  the  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  Day  Offering,  to 
embody  the  same  mission  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  These  groups  seek 
to  liberate  victims  of  drug  abuse, 
racism,  poverty,  neglect  and  other 
oppressive  conditions. 

While  observing  Human  Rela¬ 
tions  Day,  churches  are  encouraged 
to  commemorate  the  life  and  legacy 
of  slain  civil  rights  leader  Dr.  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Through  engag¬ 
ing  Sunday  school  classes  in 
age-level  or  inter-generational  stud¬ 
ies  of  racism,  examining  Dr.  King’s 
timeless  message  of  non-violence 
and  the  church’s  moral  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  the  quest  for  social  justice. 
Studying  and  discussing  Bishop 
Woodie  White’s  letter  to  Dr.  King 


published  on  page  23  in  the  No- 
vember-December  1991  issue  of  the 
Interpreter. 

It  is  suggested  also  that  churches 
try  to  arrange  a  dialogue  between 
get  acquainted  sessions  and  their 
own  Sunday  School  classes  and 
ones  from  other  churches,  prefera¬ 
bly  with  a  different  racial  or  socio¬ 
economic  background  or  share  in 
choir  and  pulpit  exchanges  with 
churches  of  other  racial  and  ethnic 
backgrounds. 

The  special  offering  received  on 
this  day  supports  three  United 
Methodist  programs: 

Community  developers  receive  57 
percent  of  the  offering  to  help  eth¬ 
nic  churches  and  communities  to 
alleviate  poverty  and  injustice 
through  self-help  ministries.  The 


Youth  Offender  Rehabilitation  Pro¬ 
gram  receives  10  percent  to  help 
churches  reach  out  to  juvenile  of¬ 
fenders  with  assistance  and  encour¬ 
agement  to  avoid  further  criminal 
behavior. 

United  Methodist  Voluntary  Ser¬ 
vices,  funded  by  33  per  cent  of  the 
offering,  supports  community- 
based  organizations  that  work  with 
churches  to  address  local  concerns 
and  advocate  social  justice. 

The  ministries  we  support  on  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  Day  attempt  to  tear 
down  physical,  social  and  emotion¬ 
al  barriers  which  imprison,  separate 
and  exclude  people.  Through  our 
gifts,  prayers  and  actions  we  can 
proclaim  release  to  the  captives  in 
our  society  and  share  Jesus  gospel 
of  freedom  and  love  to  all. 


Martin  Luther  King  Jr/s  Birthday  to  Kick 

Off  Week  of  Commemorative  Events  at  Dillard  University 


Dillard  University  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  week  of  special  activities 
to  celebrate  the  January  15th  birth¬ 
day  of  slain  Civil  Rights  leader  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 

Highlighting  the  celebration  will 
be  the  annual  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  Memorial  Concert  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  January  1 5th,  1992,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel. 


The  week-long  observance  will  be 
rich  with  such  events  as  a  march 
and  rally,  student  tributes,  book  re¬ 
views,  panel  discussions  and  drama 
and  film  presentations. 

Students  will  gather  on  campus  at 
noon  Saturday,  January  18th,  for  a 
march  and  rally,  including  a  sym¬ 
bolic  demonstration  of  speeches, 
poetry  and  commemorative  songs. 


The  Voices  of  Joy  Choir  will  join 
students  in  a  tribute  to  Dr.  King 
Monday,  January  20th,  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  Kearny  Hall  Lounge.  During  the 
weekly  University  Assembly  on  Jan¬ 
uary  21st  at  11  a.m.  in  Lawless  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel,  three  former  civil 
rights  workers  will  discuss  their  views 
of  the  leader  and  the  movement. 

Local  actor  Ralph  Joseph  will 
join  other  performers  in  a  dramati¬ 


zation  of  a  meeting  between  Dr. 
King  and  slain  civil  rights  activist 
Malcolm  X.,  Tuesday,  January 
21st,  at  3  p.m.  in  Kearny  Hall 
Lounge. 

All  events  are  free  and  open  to 
the  public.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Dr.  Otis  Web¬ 
ster,  Dillard  University  Vice 
President  for  Student  Affairs,  at 
504-286-4734  or  4735. 


Around  the  conference 


CQnespi, 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Sun¬ 
day,  held  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence  the  fourth  Sunday  in  January, 
will  celebrate  these  achievements  as 
well  as  the  challenges  of  the  modem 
age.  Local  churches  will  feature 
women  speakers,  women  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  worship  services  and 
other  activities  that  highlight  the 
work  of  United  Methodist  Women 
in  Louisiana.  Please  use  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  let  these  women  know  how 
much  the  Church  appreciates  their 


i  V3*-  _ 

Pictured  above  are  the  "Sonbeams,"  members  of  a  Sunday  evening 
children's  program  at  Claiborne  United  Methodist  Church  in  West 
Monroe.  The  Rev.  Tom  Wilson,  pastor  of  Claiborne,  reports  that 
there  are  at  least  20  to  30  children  involved  each  week  in  this  new¬ 
ly-organized  group. 


Saint  Joseph,  Baton  Rouge,  at  8:00 
a.m.  on  January  19th. 

The  worship  service,  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  by  invitation  only,  will  be  for  the 
administrative  heads,  appointees, 
and  friends  of  Governor  Edwards, 
according  to  St.  Joseph’s  pastor,  Fa¬ 
ther  Frank  Uter.  The  host  spiritual 
leader  for  the  event  will  be  Bishop 
Ott,  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Pictured  from  left  are  the  Rev.  Jay  Daigle,  Mrs.  Muriel  Daigle,  Mrs. 
Patricia  Gore  and  the  Rev.  Bryant  Gore.  The  two  couples  represent¬ 
ed  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Associate  Members  and  Local  Pastors  at  the  Church 
of  the  Brethren  Conference  Center  in  New  Windsor,  Maryland,  on 
September  24-27,  1991.  The  Rev.  Jay  Daigle  is  pastor  of  the  Faith¬ 
ful/New  River  Charge  and  the  Rev.  Bryant  Gore  is  pastor  of  Mar¬ 
ion/Bird's  Chapel  Charge. 


The  members  of  Bethel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Logansport 
dedicated  their  newly-built  fellowship  hall  on  October  27,  1991. 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  preached  the  dedication  sermon  assisted 
(from  left)  by  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  former  pastor;  the  Rev.  Loret¬ 
ta  Lampkin,  current  pastor;  and  Dr.  Jackie  Hilton,  great-grandson  of 
Bethel's  founding  family. 


Books  to  Russian  Children  Create  Excitment.  The  Elementary  I  and  II 
Class  members  of  Mrs.  Cynthia  Bradford  and  Mrs.  Eloise  Cox  of  Nolley 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jena  mailed  several  books  about 
the  birth  of  Jesus  and  Christmas  in  general  to  boys  and  girls  of  the  same 
age  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  Class  mem¬ 
bers  are  Suzzette  Belgard,  Clint  and  Cody  Cooksey,  Hannah  Horton,  Katie 
Kelly  and  Joe  Peppers. 

And  Another  “Books  to  Russia”  Story  •  •  •  Our  “good  news”  and  good  cheer 
is  spreading  not  only  in  Russia,  but  in  Louisiana  as  well.  The  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson,  pastor  of  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  re¬ 
ports  that  a  postwoman  in  the  Covington  Post  Office  had  already  helped 
four  people  mail  books  to  Russia  the  morning  he  mailed  his.  She  told  him 
that  the  Methodists  were  teaching  her  how  to  send  articles  to  Russia! 


From  War's  Storm  to  Advent's  Peace 


Churches  all  over  the  state 
prayed  for  the  safe  return  of 
members  and  friends  in¬ 
volved  in  Operation  Desert 
Storm.  Mrs.  Elva  Doyle, 
Worship  Chairwoman  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  stands 
behind  a  prayer  candle  that 
symbolized  the  concerns  of 
United  Methodists  during 
the  1991  war. 


Although  the  short  war  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  which  began  one  year 
ago  on  January  16th,  is  thankfully 
over,  the  people  who  served  in  Op¬ 
eration  Desert  Storm  have  not  been 
forgotten  in  at  least  one  church  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Leesburg,  which  serves  many 
families  stationed  at  the  Fort  Polk 
military  base,  reported  that  their 
congregation  continues  to  honor 
these  men  and  women  from  their 
church.  A  brass  plaque  with  the 
names  of  those  who  served  hangs  in 
the  fellowship  hall  along  with  a  res¬ 
olution  of  commendation  given  to 
them  by  the  members  of  the  Ad¬ 


ministrative  Board. 

In  addition  to  a  church-wide  re¬ 
ception  for  the  seven  people  who 
were  called  into  military  service, 
four  of  the  seven  churches  were 
asked  to  participate  in  the  lighting 
of  the  Advent  Candles  during  the 
four  Sundays  of  Advent.  For  them, 
it  was  a  special  reminder  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  family  and  friends  in 
the  season  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

Mr.  Olmsted  also  noted  that  all  of 
the  service  people  have  resumed 
their  normal  lives  and  that  all  of  the 
families  are  doing  fine  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  crisis.  The  hope  is  that 
this  is  true  throughout  the  Confer¬ 
ence  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
country’s  last  war. 


Faith  forum 


JANUARY  10,  1992 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial: 


Where  there's  hope . . . 


Here  I  Stand= 


Recent  research  gives  a  fresh  twist 
to  an  ancient  adage  and  boosts  a  key 
spiritual  insight: 

Where  there’s  hope,  there’s  life. 

The  pertinent  research  was  report¬ 
ed  recently  in  “The  Journal  of  Per¬ 
sonality  and  Social  Psychology.”  It 
shows  that  hope — plain  old  every¬ 
day  HOPE  as  the  belief  that  life  is 
rewarding  and  meaningful — plays  a 
significant  role  in  giving  people  an 
edge  in  dealing  with  their  lives. 

For  instance,  a  study  of  57  para¬ 
lyzed  people  showed  that  those  who 
reported  more  hope  experienced  less 
depression,  had  greater  mobility  and 
enjoyed  more  social  contacts. 

Such  findings  may  be  of  more 
timely  interest  to  Christians  than 
first  meets  the  eye. 

Their  timeliness  arises  from  signs 
that  hopelessness  pervades  the  mor¬ 
al  and  spiritual  climate  of  our 
times.  For  example: 

■  Suicide'  is  reported  to  be  one  of 
the  leading  causes  of  death  among 
young  people. 

■  Polls  show  little  confidence  in 
overall  economic  conditions  and  di¬ 
minished  expectations  that  “things 
will  get  better"  anytime  soon. 

■  Pop  culture — movies,  TV  and 
music — bulges  with  life-denying  vi¬ 
olence,  hostility  and  despair. 

Note,  for  example,  ads  for  a  ma¬ 
jor  new  film,  “Grand  Canyon,”  em¬ 
phasizing  the  hopelessness  motif: 
“It’s  hard  to  come  together  in  a 
world  that’s  coming  apart.” 

Such  echoes  of  pervasive  hope¬ 


lessness,  paired  with  studies  show¬ 
ing  the  measurable  benefits  of  hope, 
should  perk  up  Christian  ears. 

Might  these  be  not-so-subtle  cries 
from  the  secular  world  for  one  of 
the  Gospel’s  primary  gifts:  the  gift 
of  hope  that  accompanies  one’s  ex¬ 
perience  of  life  in  Christ? 

Indeed,  for  people  living  in  the 
last  decade  of  the  20th  century, 
hope  may  be  the  most  tangible  ex¬ 
perience  of  what  Christians  tradi¬ 
tionally  have  called  “salvation.” 

That’s  because  "where’s  there’s 
hope,  there’s  life” — that  is,  the  vivi¬ 
fying  awareness  of  God’s  presence 
and  power,  an  awareness  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  elude  countless  souls. 

We  therefore  can  imagine  no 
more  compelling  motivation  for 
Christians  to  take  seriously  both 
our  call  to  follow  Jesus  and  to  invite 
others  to  do  likewise. 

Those  who  do  so  typically  find  in¬ 
dividually  and  corporately  a  vision 
of  life  that  is  more  challenging  and 
fulfilling — in  short,  more  hopeful — 
than  any  previously  imagined. 

Here  are  three  ways  to  respond  to 
the  importance  of  hope: 

•f  Acknowledge  the  pervasive  ex¬ 
perience  of  hopelessness,  even 
among  Christians,  and  be  a  caring 
listener  for  expressions  of  such. 

•f  Identify  and  discuss  with  oth¬ 
ers  concrete  ways  in  which  the 
Christian  way  of  life  replaces  hope¬ 
lessness  with  hope. 

/  Actively  reinforce  “the  hope 
that  is  in  us”  through  Christ  via  reg¬ 
ular  prayer  and  acts  of  compassion. 


It's  time  to  change  the  way 
we  do  charge  conferences! 


Polls  find  little  confidence  in 
overall  economic  conditions. 
Such  findings  are  signs  that 
hopelessness  pervades  the  mor¬ 
al  and  spiritual  climate  of  our 
times.  They  may  be  not-so-sub- 
tle  cries  from  the  secular  world 
for  one  of  the  Gospel's  primary 
gifts. 


By  |OE  FRAZER 

One  of  our  church’s  most  useless, 
obsolete,  and  wasteful  structures  is 
the  annual  charge  conference! 

This  is  the  usual  scenario:  Four  re¬ 
ports  are  given — administrative 
board,  pastor-parish  relations,  nomi¬ 
nations,  and  the  pastor’s  report. 

All  other  reports  are  filed.  Only 
two  other  business  items  are  ad¬ 
dressed:  renewal  of  lay  speakers’ 
certification  (which  is  perfunctory) 
and  election  of  two  members  of  the 
committee  on  nominations.  In  fact, 
the  latter  item  is  the  only  bona  fide, 
non-perfunctory  business  of  the 
charge  conference. 

The  conference  is  presided  over  by 
the  district  superintendent,  who  usu¬ 
ally  plans  for  the  conference  not  to  ex¬ 
ceed  one  hour  since  he  or  she  typically 
schedules  one  conference  every  two 
hours  on  Sundays  or  several  per  week. 

Even  so,  charge  conferences  take 
up  the  greater  part  of  a  three-month 
period  for  superintendents.  Nothing 
is  accomplished  except  the  election 
in  each  church  of  two  people  on  one 
committee! 

The  cost  of  maintaining  a  district 
was  reported  in  our  conference  to 
be  $  1 00,000  annually.  Areas  do  not 
wish  to  lose  their  status  as  districts 
and  thus  districts  are  smaller  than 
really  needed. 

Why  don’t  we  change  this  plan  to 
ohe  that  provides  first  and  foremost 
for  local  church  growth  and  develop- 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  foe  Frazer  is 
co-pastor  of  New  Prospect-Mars  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  (Tennessee 
Annual  Conference). 


ment  and  that  makes  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  the  employee  of  the  local 
churches?  We  urge  that  something 
like  the  following  be  considered: 

Let  all  charge  conferences  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  one  week  by  elders  as  as¬ 
signed  by  the  district  superintendent. 
No  elder  would  need  to  have  more 
than  four  or  five  conferences. 

The  conference  would  be  a  full 
evening,  hearing  reports  from  all 
the  committees  and  agencies  of  the 
church.  A  time  of  fellowship  with  a 
meal  plus  a  worship  service  with  the 
“presiding  elder”  preaching  would 
close  the  conference. 

It  would  be  an  annual  business 
meeting  of  the  charge  which  would 
be  deliberative  and  substantive  rath¬ 
er  than  legalistic  and  perfunctory. 
Districts  therefore  could  be  much 
larger,  thus  requiring  fewer  superin¬ 
tendents.  Money  would  be  saved  for' 
missional  efforts  rather  than  spent 
on  useless  administration. 

It’s  time  we  take  a  serious  look  at 
how  we  are  spending  our  money, 
time  and  talents.  Years  ago  we 
changed  from  a  quarterly  confer¬ 
ences  to  charge  conferences.  It  is 
time  to  change  again. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Board  action  seems  designed  to  cloud  relocation  issue 


1  am  responding  to  articles  in  the 
Dec.  20  issue  about  the  joint  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

According  to  the  articles,  these 


groups  adopted  a  recommendation 
that  “all  13  general  agency  head¬ 
quarters  be  retained  in  their  present 
locations  until  1996  or  after.”  This 
recommendation  will  go  to  the  1 992 
General  Conference. 


These  two  groups  have  the  right  to 
make  this  recommendation,  but  it 
isn’t  too  smart  given  the  study  com¬ 
mittee  report  which  is  also  going  to 
the  General  Conference  recom¬ 
mending  relocation  of  the  General 


Pontius'  Puddle 


AS  WE  LOOK  AWE-AD  TO 
EASTER,  WE  ARE  REMINDED 
THAT  WHAT  WE  gained  SO 
JOYFULLY  AT  CHRISTMAS, 
WE  MOST  NOW  LOSE  WITH 
SUFFERING-  AND 
an&oisw. 


YOU  MEAN  00R 
SAVIOR  BORN  - 
IN  BETHLEHEM  < 


My  Witness^ 


Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Their  action  appears  to  be  designed 
to  cloud  the  issue  and  could  provide 
General  Conference  with  even  more 
reason  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
to  move  Global  Ministries. 

The  General  Conference  must  find 
ways  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  bureau¬ 
cracy  in  the  church.  The  people  in  the 
local  churches  who  jyy  the  bills  are 
tired  of  supporting  an  ever-growing 
and  more  expensive  structure  sup¬ 
porting  a  smaller  membership. 

George  L.  Berry 
Leland,  Mississippi 

Hostage  taking  isn't  war 

The  Dec.  13  editorial  rightly  de¬ 
cries  the  crime  of  hostage  taking. 
But  when  it  concludes  that,  “Hos¬ 
tage-taking  is,  in  fact,  a  microcosm 
of  war  . . . ,”  it  leaves  me  perplexed. 

Hostage  taking  is  a  cowardly  act 
perpetrated  by  unscrupulous  individ¬ 
uals  employed  by  unprincipled  na¬ 


tions  against  innocent,  unsuspecting 
people  who  are  probably  unaware  of 
the  issues  involved.  It  is  an  attempt  to 
gain  political  ends  without  the  use  of 
military  force,  non-violent,  if  you  will. 
It  is  not  like  war  at  all. 

The  first  definition  of  war  in 
Webster’s  Ninth  New  Collegiate 
Dictionary  reads:  “a  state  of  open 
and  declared  armed  hostile  conflict 
between  states  or  nations.”  Violent, 
but  not  always  declared  hostage  tak¬ 
ing — a  microcosm  of  war?  Hardly. 

And  your  subscription  to  the  cli¬ 
che  that  “might  does  not  make 
right”  deserves  scrutiny.  It  was 
strength  of  our  leaders’  resolve  that 
frustrated  the  hostage-taking  effort. 
It  was  economic  and  military  might 
of  western  nations  that  brought 
about  the  downfall  of  communism. 

Might,  expressed  as  the  violent 
use  of  force,  can  be  a  force  for  good. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 


Who  says  the  UMC  isn't  in  ministry? 


What  others  are  saying: 


By  SHARON  ADAIR 

I  am  writing  for  all  those  who 
only  see  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  church  filled  with  prob¬ 
lems  and  people  who  do  nothing. 

My  day  recently  began  with  an 
8:30  a.m.  appointment  with  the 
Rev.  Kathleen  Baskin  at  Nueva 
Esperanza  UMC  in  West  Dallas. 
We  went  to  pick  up  some  youth. 

On  the  way  Kathleen  rolled  down 
her  window  and  talked  to  a  young 
girl  on  a  bike  as  the  girl  rode  along 
beside  us.  Then  the  girl  raced  us  to 
her  house  where  she  and  three  of 
her  brothers  and  sisters  climbed  in 
the  car  with  us. 

Kathleen  explained  that  they  help 
her  with  a  children’s  program  at 
Wesley  Rankin  Community  Center. 
Kathleen  and  others  work  with  the 
children  all  morning  and  feed  them 
lunch.  Today  they  were  going  skat¬ 
ing  after  lunch. 

She  asked  them  if  they  had  their 
swimsuits  and  explained  to  me  that 
she  would  give  them  swimming  les¬ 
sons  later  that  afternoon. 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Sharon  Adair  lives  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  and  is  associate  director  of  the 
North  Texas  conference  council  on 
ministries. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness ,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


We  then  stopped  at  a  house  that 
was  a  part  of  the  HAND  (Help  a 
Neighbor  in  Dallas)  Project,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  youth  of  the  North 
Texas  Conference. 

Two  youth  groups  from  Austin 
were  working  on  a  house  a  few 
blocks  from  the  church.  They  were 
adding  on  a  room  to  a  two  bedroom 
one-bath  house  where  14  people 
live,  repairing  the  front  porch, 
painting  the  entire  house,  and  pay¬ 
ing  $750  to  have  the  house  rewired. 

I  took  pictures.  We  visited  briefly 


with  the  youth  working  on  the 
house.  Kathleen  answered  ques¬ 
tions,  received  hugs,  exchanged 
friendly  banter. 

An  hour  later  we  pulled  up  to 
Wesley  Rankin  Community  Center. 
The  kids  and  Kathleen  piled  out  of 
the  car  to  begin  the  children’s  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  day. 

I  walked  back  to  my  car  knowing 
I  had  experienced  a  “holy  mo¬ 
ment.”  I  had  witnessed  a  United 
Methodist  in  action  ministering  to 
the  unchurched  and  disenfran¬ 
chised. 

We  hear  so  many  negatives  about 
our  United  Methodist  Church.  I 
want  to  shout  about  the  positive 
things  that  I  witnessed. 

If  you  wonder  about  United 
Methodism  reaching  the  un¬ 
churched  and  practicing  evange¬ 
lism,  go  with  me  to  West  Dallas 
some  morning  about  8:30  a.m. 

I  give  thanks  for  my  friend,  Kath¬ 
leen  and  her  ministry  there.  She  re¬ 
minded  me  that  ministry  is  alive 
and  well  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 


The  United  Methodist 

€&  REPORTER 


“If  we  take  the  prophet  Isaiah  se¬ 
riously,  we  are  to  ‘Arise  and  shine.’ 
These  action-oriented,  imperative 
verbs  challenge  us  to  be  more  than 
religious  sun-bathers  basking  in  the 
light  of  God’s  glory.  As  the  recipi¬ 
ents  of  the  glory  of  God’s  light — 
love,  comfort,  hope,  empowerment, 
justice — we  are  to  become  a  light  to 
others.” 

— The  Rev.  Margaret  Rush,  district 
superintendent.  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“Jesus  is  the  Word  of  God;  not 
the  Word  as  word,  but  the  Word 
made  flesh.  He  shared  our  human 
lot.  What  we  undergo,  Jesus  has  un- 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  call  heaven  and  earth  to  wit¬ 
ness  against  you  this  day,  that  I 
have  set  before  you  life  and  death, 
blessing  and  curse;  therefore  choose 
life,  that  you  and  your  descendants 
may  live.” 


dergone.  Karl  Barth  once  wrote: 
‘Anyone  who  has  really  understood 
that  God  became  human,  can  never 
speak  and  act  in  an  inhuman  way.’ 
Need  one  say  more?” 

— Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  Alba¬ 
ny,  N.Y.,  Area 


Faithfully^ 


= yours 
Videotape  gift 
tied  father,  son 
to  family  story 

We  learned  a  surprising  lesson  at- 
our  house  this  past  Christmas: 
Sometimes  it’s  as 
blessed  to  receive 
as  it  is  to  give. 

Christmas 
morning  found  us  , 
in  typical  happy  I 
confusion.  My  I 

husband  and  I  sat  ( _ 

on  the  couch  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
watching  fondly  as  our  8-year-old- 
son,  Sean,  tore  into  his  brightly, 
wrapped  packages. 

One  of  those  gifts  turned  out  to: 
be  a  videotape  from  my  mother- 
in-law.  With  it  came  a  new  cas-- 
sette  tape  player  for  Sean  and  two. 
audio  cassettes. 

When  we  popped  the  tape  into! 
the  video  player,  images  appeared- 
that  my  husband,  John,  had  been, 
sure  were  lost  forever. 

His  mother  had  taken  what  re¬ 
mained  of  the  family’s  8-millime¬ 
ter  home  movies— last  seen  lying 
brittle  and  cracked  in  an  old  shoe, 
box — and  had  them  converted  to 
videotape. 

On  one  of  the  audio  cassettes,, 
my  mother-in-law  narrated  the  im¬ 
ages:  the  new  parents  bringing! 
home  their  firstborn  son;  John’s; 
first,  second  and  third  birthdays, 
with  assorted  cousins,  aunts  and. 
uncles;  the  first  Christmas  in  Flor¬ 
ida;  and  many  more  episodes. 

While  these  images  flowed; 
across  the  television  screen,  the 
voice  of  my  mother-in-law  spoke, 
animatedly  from  the  audio  tape,: 
recounting  the  family  history  sur¬ 
rounding  the  pictures. 

By  the  time  the  videotape  end¬ 
ed,  I  was  in  tears.  What  a  priceless 
gift  my  husband’s  mother  had  be-' 
stowed  on  us! 

Not  only  had  she  lovingly  re¬ 
connected  my  husband  and  our 
son  to  their  family  history.  Her 
thoughtfulness  helped  me  realize 
that  the  joy  my  family  and  I  derive; 
from  each  other  comes  in  great 
measure  from  the  way  she  reared 
her  son.  She  helped  to  create  the 
good  Christian  man  who  is  my  be¬ 
loved  husband  and  the  devoted  fa¬ 
ther  of  our  son. 

My  mother-in-law’s  awesome 
Christmas  gift  showed  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  that  we  tell — and  show, 
when  possible — -each  other  our 
“family  stories,”  those  of  our  faith 
as  well  as  our  kin. 

In  those  stories  we  find  our 
identity  and  our  place  in  past  and 
present.  Rooted  in  those  stories, 
we  can  envision  our  hope  for  the 
future.  * 

You  can  be  sure  that  on  a  - 
Christmas  perhaps  20  years  hence. . 
another  “Grandma  Astle”  intends 
to  give  her  son’s  family  exactly  the 
same  kind  of  gift. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTU 

Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  3:16-17) 

Readings  for  week  of  |an.  13 

Monday:  Psalms  29:1-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  29:8-14 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  6 1 : 1  -4 
Thursday:  Luke  3:15-17 
Friday:  Luke  3:2 1  -22 
Saturday:  Acts  8 : 1 4- 1 5 
Sunday:  Acts  8:17-18 
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TALKING  TO  GOD:  Prayer  should  fo¬ 
cus  on  “the  deepest  need  of  the  heart,”  said 
United  Methodist  Gerald  May,  a  psychiatrist 
quoted  in  “Newsweek”  magazine’s  Jan.  6  cover 
article  on  how  people  talk  with  God.  Affiliated 
with  the  Shalem  Institute  in  Washington,  Dr. 
May  said  the  goal  of  prayer  should  be  to  “in¬ 
crease  comfort  with  the  mystery  of  God  . . .  Any 
image  you  have  is  not  God.  It’s  idolatry.” 

REACHING  OUT:  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  has  set  what 
tnay  be  a  record  for  community  outreach.  The 
congregation  offers  four  of  its  rooms,  seven 
days  a  week,  to  3 1  support  groups  for  such  peo¬ 
ple  as  alcoholics  and  drug  abusers,  overeaters 
and  survivors  of  child  incest.  The  church  offers 
its  facilities  at  no  charge,  but  most  groups  give  a 
donation  to  cover  maintenance  expenses. 

RUSSIA  TOURS  RESUME:  The  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  has  resumed  a  series  of  travel  seminars 
to  the  former  Soviet  Union.  The  seminars,  sus¬ 
pended  in  1 990  because  of  increased  travel  op¬ 
tions  and  a  restructure  within  the  NCC,  has 
been  reinstated  as  part  of  an  emphasis  on  peo- 
ple-to-people  exchanges.  Plans  are  for  an  April 
20-May  2  tour  to  Moscow,  St.  Petersburg  and 
Vilnius  for  Orthodox  Easter;  a  June  25-July  1 1 
tour  to  Moscow,  St.  Petersburg  and  Kiev;  and 
an  Aug.  3-22  trip  for  young  adults  ages  1 8  to  30 
to  help  rebuild  churches  in  the  Smolensk  region. 

KUDOS  TO  BUSINESS:  whirlpool 

Corp.  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  United  Church  of  Christ’s  new 
“Corporate  Social  Responsibility  Recognition 
Program.”  The  appliance  manufacturer  was 
cited  for  its  support  of  an  economic  develop¬ 
ment  program  that  is  helping  revive  its  econom¬ 
ically  depressed  headquarters  community. 

RELIGIOUS  EQUALITY:  The  general 

secretary  of  the  European  Baptist  Federation, 
the  Rev.  Karl-Heinz  Walter,  has  appealed  to  a 
Roman  Catholic  conference  of  bishops  for  reli¬ 
gious  equality  in  Europe.  Dr.  Walter  told  the 
special  Bishops’  Synod  on  the  re-evangelization 
of  Europe  that  European  Baptists  are  concerned 
about  the  growth  of  para-church  movements 
and  equal  rights.  He  urged  the  Roman  Catholic 
conclave,  over  which  Pope  John  Paul  II  presid¬ 
ed,  not  to  confuse  Baptists  with  para-church 
groups  and  not  to  permit  the  disenfranchise¬ 
ment  of  European  countries  where  Catholics  are 
in  the  majority.  Dr.  Walter  was  one  of  about  a 
dozen  non-Catholic  church  leaders  invited  to 
the  conclave  as  “fraternal  delegates." 

AGAINST  ABORTION:  Presidents  of 
three  small  Lutheran  denominations  totaling 
about  50,000  have  issued  a  joint  pastoral  letter 
dealing  with  the  sanctity  of  human  life.  Their 
objective,  the  Lutheran  leaders  said,  is  to  make 
clear  that  “historically  and  currently,  confes¬ 
sional  Lutherans  have  always  agreed  that  abor¬ 
tion  is  sin,  that  is,  contrary  to  God’s  will.”  The 
letter  will  be  distributed  Jan.  19  to  congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  American  Association  of  Lutheran 
Congregations,  the  Association  of  Free  Luther¬ 
an  Congregations  and  the  Church  of  the  Luther¬ 
an  Brethren. 

GIFT  TO  POPE:  Representatives  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  recently 
presented  a  stained  glass  emblem  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  to  Pope  John  Paul  II.  The 
gift  was  created  by  Disciples  laywoman  Marjo¬ 
rie  Thomas  of  Seattle  to  mark  last  month’s  sec¬ 
ond  round  of  talks  between  Disciples  and 
Roman  Catholic  leaders. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Fifth  gospel'  sheds  light  on  Jesus'  sayings 


"I  think  it's  urgent  that  Thomas  be  published 
alone  in  a  paperback  edition." 

— Paterson  Brown 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

An  ancient  document  com¬ 
posed  of  sayings  of  Jesus  has  gen¬ 
erated  a  recent  spate  of  scholarly 
articles,  along  with  strongly  held 
opinions  that  the  document, 
known  as  the  Gospel  of  Thomas, 
deserves  a  much  wider  audience. 

According  to  scholars,  the  114 
quotations  in  the  Gospel  of 
Thomas  are  as  valuable  as  Mat¬ 
thew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John  for 
gaining  understanding  of  the  man 
Christians  worship  as  Messiah. 

In  a  recent  telephone  inter¬ 
view,  Helmut  Koester  of  Har¬ 
vard  Divinity  School,  the  new 
president  of  the  Society  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  Literature,  said  nearly  all  bib¬ 
lical  scholars  in  the  United  States 
agree  that  Thomas  is  as  authentic 


as  the  New  Testament  Gospels. 

Equal  weight 

In  an  article  that  appeared  in 
“Bible  Review”  in  April  1 990,  Dr. 
Koester  and  his  co-author  Stephen 
J.  Patterson  wrote,  “The  Gospel  of 
Thomas  must  be  given  equal 
weight  with  the  canonical  Gospels" 
in  any  effort  to  reconstruct  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  Christianity. 

Yet,  despite  excitement  over 
the  work  for  several  decades, 
“nobody’s  heard  of  it  except  the 
academic  scholars,”  said  Dr.  Pat¬ 
erson  Brown  of  Eugene,  Ore. 

“If  the  general  public  knew 


that  there  was  a  book  around 
called  Thomas — which  I  think 
95  percent  of  the  public  doesn’t 
know  exists — there  would  be  a 
volcanic  eruption,”  said  Dr. 
Brown,  a  former  professor  of  the 
philosophy  of  religion  who  has 
written  on  Thomas  for  the  jour¬ 
nal  “Novum  Testamentum.” 

Thomas  was  discovered  in 
1945  in  Egypt  along  with  more 
than  50  other  ancient  Christian, 
Jewish  and  pagan  works  that 
make  up  a  collection  known  as 
the  Nag  Hammadi  Library. 

The  documents,  which  date 
from  the  4th  century  B.C.  to  the 


4th  century  A.D.,  were  written  in 
Coptic,  the  language  of  early 
Egyptian  Christians. 

The  library,  including  Thomas, 
has  been  translated  into  English 
and  published  in  several  scholar¬ 
ly  editions.  But  many  scholars 
feel  that  Thomas  should  be  made 
available  in  a  separate  volume. 

'It's  urgent' 

“I  think  it’s  urgent  that  Thomas 
be  published  alone  in  a  paperback 
edition,”  said  Dr.  Brown. 

Unlike  the  other  Nag  Ham¬ 
madi  volumes,  Thomas  contains 
teachings  of  Jesus,  which  schol¬ 
ars  believe  would  be  particularly 
valuable  for  Christian  readers. 

Many  quotations  recorded  in 
Thomas  are  similar  to  those  in  the 
Gospels  that  make  up  what  is 


known  as  the  New  Testament 
canon — the  writings  of  the  early 
church  that  eventually  came  to  be 
accepted  as  authentic  and  authori¬ 
tative  texts  for  all  Christians. 

For  example,  “Saying  90”  in 
Thomas,  “Come  unto  me,  for  my 
yoke  is  easy  and  my  lordship  is 
mild,  and  you  will  find  repose  for 
yourselves,”  bears  strong  resem¬ 
blance  to  a  familiar  passage  in 
Matthew  1 1:28-30. 

In  other  cases,  however,  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Thomas  is  very  different 
from  the  canonical  Gospels.  It  con¬ 
tains  some  esoteric  sayings  appar¬ 
ently  intended  to  be  understood  by 
a  select  few.  These  teachings  are 
usually  regarded  as  Gnosticism,  a 
movement  that  grew  alongside  ear¬ 
ly  Christianity  and  was  condemned 
by  some  Christian  leaders. 


Historic  UM  sanctuary  burns 
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MUSKOGEE,  Okla. — Fire  destroyed  the  sanctuary  of  2,000- 
member  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  early  Christmas 
morning,  just  hours  after  a  Christmas  Eve  service  celebrated 
the  birth  of  Christ.  The  Rev.  Glenn  Millard,  pastor,  told  the 
“Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix''  that  he  could  not  estimate  the 
amount  of  loss  but  said  the  building  is  insured  for  $4  million. 
Among  losses  were  a  series  of  leaded  stained  glass  windows 


and  a  harp  and  a  35-year-old  collection  of  sheet  music  owned 
by  Ineta  Bebb,  longtime  musician  in  that  church.  Ironically,  the 
church  is  nearing  completion  of  a  $1.5  million  addition  that  in¬ 
cludes  a  family  recreation  center.  Mr.  Millard  said  worship 
would  be  held  in  the  center’s  gymnasium  until  the  sanctuary  is 
rebuilt.  The  congregation  was  organized  in  1903  following  the 
division  of  a  Methodist  church  founded  in  1877. 


UMs  hurt 
by  Texas 
flooding 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Some  United  Methodists  in 
Texas  are  up  to  their  ankles — at 
least — in  water  as  they  begin  the 
new  year  by  cleaning  up  the  mess 
made  by  pre-Christmas  flooding 
that  swept  much  of  the  state. 

In  Brownwood,  Texas,  about 
100  miles  south  of  Fort  Worth, 
the  Rev.  Charles  McClure,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  and  his  staff 
feel  lucky  that  only  seven  inches 
of  water — now  receding — halted 
their  work  for  two  days. 

Just  a  few  blocks  away,  50  to 
60  families  suffered  major  prop¬ 
erty  damage,  including  the  loss  of 
many  homes. 

The  Fort  Worth  and  Houston 
areas  have  seen  the  most  damage 
so  far.  But  people  down  river  in 
cities  like  Corpus  Christi  and  San 
Antonio  were  anxiously  eyeing 
swelling  rivers. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  was  still  assess¬ 
ing  damages  as  of  Dec.  30.  An 
Advance  Special  relief  account 
had  not  been  established  at  press 
time  as  coordinators  said  it 
would  take  a  week  or  more  to  de¬ 
termine  what  is  needed. 

Virginia  Miller,  U.S.  disaster 
relief  manager  for  UMCOR,  said 
church  volunteers  in  Texas  are 
working  with  the  Red  Cross  and 
other  groups  to  meet  immediate 
needs. 


Financial  agency  reports  1991  church  giving  down 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Year-end 
figures  showed  that  United 
Methodists  gave  less  to  the  na¬ 
tional  and  international  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  church  in  1991  than 
the  year  before. 

Year-to-date  receipts  as  of 
Nov.  30 — the  last  month  for 
which  complete  figures  avail¬ 


able — showed  a  total  of  $83.8 
million,  a  0.66  percent  drop  from 
the  $84.4  million  received  for  the 
same  11 -month  period  of  1990, 
said  the  Rev.  Clifford  S.  Drake, 
the  church’s  treasurer  and  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
in  Evanston. 

“It’s  not  a  happy  report.”  Dr. 
Drake  acknowledged.  “It’s  off 


enough  from  last  year  that  I’m  con¬ 
cerned  about  how  we’re  going  to 
end  the  year  and  what  it  may  mean 
for  our  mission  and  ministry.” 

The  final  1991  figures  will  be 
available  in  early  February,  he 
said. 

Treasurers  of  several  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  said 
the  country’s  economic  recession 
was  at  least  partly  responsible  for 


shortfalls  (see  UMR,  Jan.  3.) 

In  the  Southern  New  England 
Conference,  hard  hit  by  job 
losses  in  the  “technology  belt,” 
receipts  nevertheless  may  be  in 
line  with  last  year’s  level,  said 
treasurer  Sandra  Kelley  Lackore 
of  Boston. 

"Our  problem,”  she  added,  “is 
we’ve  been  holding  budgets  at 
such  a  reduced  level  that  it  is  im¬ 


peding  our  cash  flow.” 

In  the  West  Ohio  Conference, 
"People  are  scared,”  said  the 
Rev.  James  H.  McCormack  of 
Columbus.  “Even  if  they’re  still 
working,  they’re  holding  tight.” 

Citing  plant  shutdowns  and  cut¬ 
backs  as  a  factor,  Mr.  McCormack 
said,  “Last  year  was  one  of  our 
worst  years  [for  church  giving].” 


Introducing 
the  divine 

INTERVENTION 

BOOK— 


Order  from  Service  Center,  7820  Reading  Rd., 
Caller  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 
(41471)  @  $5.00  each  plus  postage  and 

handling. 


THE  1992  PRAYER  CALENDAR 


Use  the  Prayer  Calendar  In  your  dally  devotions 
and  as  the  basis  for  a  mission  prayer  fellowship 
in  your  church. 


Within  its  pages,  you’ll 
find  lists  of  mission 
projects,  ministries  and 
persons  In  mission  of 
The  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Lack  of  church  growth  frustrates  pastors 
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Pastors  rate  effectiveness 
of  Christian  churches 


Doing 

respectable 

work 

43  percent 


Having  little 
positive 
impact 
53  percent 


A  recent  update  of  a  1985 
study  of  more  than  1,000 
pastors  showed  a  high  level  of 
frustration,  especially  in  the 
area  of  church  growth. 


Failing 
Miserably 
3  percent 


k! 


Doing  highly 

effective 

work 

0.4  percent 


Sourer  Barni  Research  Group.  Glendale,  Calif. 


REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

Churches  are  having  little  or  no 
positive  effect  on  souls  or  society,  as 
evidenced  by  their  failure  to  grow, 
said  more  than  half  of  the  pastors 
participating  in  a  recent  survey. 

That  opinion  is  one  finding  of  a 
recent  survey  by  Bama  Research 
Group  Ltd.  of  Glendale,  Calif.  The 
research  group  conducts  ongoing  re¬ 
search  on  the  Christian  community. 

Bama’s  study  polled  200  pastors 
who  had  also  been  part  of  a  1985  sur¬ 
vey  of  1 ,000  clergy  on  their  opinions 
of  church  effectiveness,  said  research¬ 
er  Ron  Sellers.  The  update  is  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  a  more  extensive  study  on 
church  effectiveness  Bama  intends  to 
undertake  this  year,  he  said. 

Researcher  George  Bama  said  his 
latest  findings  showed  that  43  percent 
of  pastors  surveyed  said  they  believed 
churches  are  doing  a  respectable,  if 
not  wholly  successful,  job,  while  near¬ 
ly  3  percent  rated  the  church  as  “fail¬ 
ing  miserably  at  every  turn.” 

One  frustrating  area,  Mr.  Bama 
said,  is  church  growth. 


CLASSIFIED 


DISCOVERY  -  EUREKA  SPRINGS.  Arkansas.  Beau- 
tiful  Ozark  mountain  retreat  for  church  groups  and  fam- 
ily  reunions.  Private  setting,  24<Lacres,  lodging,  kitchen, 
dining  hall,  large  swimming  pool,  tennis  court,  basket¬ 
ball,  hiking.  canoe  lloat  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 


“More  than  $25  billion  is  spent  in 
this  country  every  year  by  churches, 
with  much  emphasis  upon  reaching 
the  unchurched  and  non-Christians,” 
he  explained.  “Yet  we  will  see  that 
more  than  80  percent  of  all  church 
growth  in  the  U.S.  is  transfer 
growth — people  moving  from  one 
church  to  another  instead  of  un¬ 
churched  people  coming  into  church.” 

Mr.  Bama  said  there  are  no  fail- 
proof  approaches  to  reaching  “un¬ 
churched”  people.  However,  he 
cited  certain  common  denomina¬ 
tors  to  church  growth: 

Have  a  vision  of  God’s  plan  for  the 
church.  “When  we  talk  about  vi¬ 
sion,  we’re  not  talking  about  some 
mystical  experience,”  Mr.  Bama 
said.  “I’m  defining  vision  as  a  clear 
mental  image  of  a  preferable  future, 
imparted  by  God  to  chosen  leaders, 
based  on  an  accurate  understanding 
of  God,  self  and  circumstances.” 

Have  a  plan  for  ministry.  Once  a 
vision  is  achieved,  churches  need  to 
be  strategic  about  their  intentions 
and  desired  outcomes. 

Involve  lay  leaders.  Pastors 
can’t — and  shouldn’t  try  to — shoul¬ 
der  the  full  burden  for  church 
growth.  A  pastor  should  function  as 
“trainer  and  cheerleader"  so  that 
laypeople  can  be  effective  in  bring¬ 


ing  their  friends,  neighbors  and  rel¬ 
atives  to  church. 

As  a  result  of  recent  findings  on 
churches  and  church  growth,  Mr. 


Bama  said  his  firm  will  sponsor  two 
church-growth  seminars:  Feb.  4-5  in 
Anaheim,  Calif,  and  May  12-13  in 
Dallas. 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

CONNECTING  FAITH:  How  does 
"Sunday  faith”  connect  with  “Monday  life?” 
This  and  other  questions  of  applying  beliefs  to 
everyday  practice  will  be  explored  in  a  satellite 
teleconference  at  3  p.m.  March  15.  The  goal  of 
the  venture  is  to  train  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gational  leaders  to  encourage  church  members 
to  live  as  faithful  disciples  in  their  communi¬ 
ties.  .For  details,  write  Section  on  Ministry  of 
the  Laity,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O. 
Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

RETURN  TO  PASTORATE:  The  editor 

of  the  proposed  new  Book  of  Worship  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  and  head  of 
the  Section  on  Worship  for 
the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  has  resigned  effec¬ 
tive  June  30.  The  Rev. 

Andy  Langford,  who  has 
been  on  Discipleship’s  staff 
since  1985,  said  in  his  resig¬ 
nation  that  completion  of 
the  new  Book  of  Worship  Andy  Langford 
signals  “the  end  of  a  generation  of  worship  re¬ 
sources.  . . .  The  section  must  set  new  priorities, 
propose  new  resources,  and  begin  other  forma¬ 
tive  work.  I  believe  it  best  that  new  leadership 
give  new  direction.”  Mr.  Langford  said  he  in¬ 
tends  to  return  to  local  church  ministry  in  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

METHODISM  IN  MYANMAR:  a 

United  Methodist  missions  executive  who  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  the  Union  of  Myanmar 
(formerly  Burma)  reports  that  Methodism  is 
surviving,  despite  tight  controls  on  the  church 
and  meager  mission  funds.  The  Rev.  Jiro  Mi- 
zuno,  who  heads  the  Asia/Pacific  office  for  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
said  he  “was  shocked  to  see  the  poverty  and  ob¬ 
vious  austerity  experienced  by  the  people  of 
Myanmar."  He  was  allowed  to  spend  only  four 
hours  with  Bishop  U.  Mya  Thaung  in  the  capital 
city  of  Yangon  but  learned  that  the  church  can¬ 
not  pay  its  pastors  because  United  Methodist 
mission,  gifts  have  not  been  disbursed  by  the 
bank.  Global  Ministries  board  officials  are  follow¬ 
ing  up  on  the  problem.  In  the  meantime,  said  Dr. 
Mizuno,  Methodists  there  “ask  for  our  prayers 
and  support.” 

CATEGORIES  TRANSFERRED:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  a  nationwide  organization 
of  United  Methodist-related  health  care  and  hu¬ 
man  services  ministries,  has  added  three  new 
categories  of  recognition  for  its  membership. 
The  categories  are:  “Organization  of  the  Year,” 
“Trustee  of  the  Year,”  and  “Hall  of  Fame  in 
Philanthropy.”  Recognition  of  outstanding  ser¬ 
vice  in  these  categories  had  been  administered 
by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

CORRECTION:  Frances  Alguire,  the 

North  American  representative  on  the  executive 
committee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  re¬ 
sides  in  New  Buffalo,  Mich.  A  story  in  the  Jan. 
3  issue  of  the  Reporter  incorrectly  listed  her 
hometown  as  Downers  Grove,  Ill. 


' Middle  man '  helps  start  Korean  congregation 


By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

From  the  window  of  his  neat, 
third-floor  office  at  Alabama 
State  University  in  Montgomery, 
Ki  Hang  Kim  commands  a  view 
of  students  on  the  school’s  main 
quadrangle. 

The  genial  55-year-old  math 
professor  has  been  at  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  black  state  university 
for  more  than  15  years.  The 
United  Methodist  layman  is  also 
the  university’s  first  hand  only) 
distinguished  professor  and  the 
author/co-author  of  eight  college- 
level  mathematics  textbooks. 

Oldest  son  of  a  farmer.  Dr. 
Kim  grew  up  in  a  family  that 
could  trace  its  roots  to  A.D.  987. 

Tragedy  with  war 

Japan’s  surrender  at  the  close 
of  World  War  II  brought  tragedy 
to  Japanese-occupied  Korea.  The 
country  was  divided,  with  Sovi¬ 
ets  in  the  North  and  U.S.  forces 
in  the  South.  Frequent  border 
clashes  took  place  as  early  as 
1948,  and  full-scale  war  broke 
out  in  June  1950. 

U.N.  forces  landed  in  North 
Korea,  and  U.S.  airmen  arrived 
at  an  airfield  about  six  miles 
from  the  Kim  family’s  village. 

The  young  boy,  who  could 
speak  a  little  English,  soon  was 
acting  as  interpreter  between  the 
airmen  and  village  children. 

When  the  Chinese  People’s 
Volunteers  intervened  on  the 
side  of  North  Korea,  U.S.  Air 
Force  personnel  and  material  re¬ 
treated  south.  The  14-year-old 
boy  was  offered  a  vacant  seat  on 
a  retreating  airplane. 

Arriving  alone  in  South  Korea, 
he  found  work,  first  as  a  laborer 
and  waiter  and  later  as  interpret¬ 
er  to  Infantry  Battalion  Com¬ 
mander  Maj.  Decature  P.  Butler. 

Describing  Maj.  Butler  as  a 
“kind  and  devout  Christian,” 
Dr.  Kim  recalled  that  he  “treated 
me  like  his  own  son  instead  of  a 
hired  hand.” 


After  much  difficulty  and  with 
help  from  Maj.  Butler’s  family 
and  Mississippi  church  friends, 
Dr.  Kim  was  permitted  to  leave 
the  country  in  November  1953. 

About  a  year  later,  when  Maj. 
Butler  enrolled  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Millsaps  College  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  to  study  theology 
and  become  a  pastor,  young  Kim 
enrolled  at  a  nearby  high  school. 

As  Maj.  Butler’s  newly  adopt¬ 
ed  son,  the  lad  joined  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  1953  and  began 
speaking  with  the  former  Army 
leader  in  Mississippi  Methodist 
churches  to  raise  money  for 
homeless  North  Korean  refugees. 

Not  long  afterward,  Ki  Hang 
Kim  quit  school  to  join  the  U.S. 
Army,  earning  his  high  school 
equivalency  and  paving  the  way 
for  college. 

“The  major  was  living  on  a 
ministerial  salary  and  had  two 
children  of  his  own  to  send  to 
college;  I  didn't  want  to  be  an  ad¬ 
ditional  financial  burden,”  Dr. 
Kim  said. 

Dr.  Kim  met  his  wife,  Myong 
Ja  Kim,  a  singer  and  teacher  of 
Korean  culture,  while  with  the 
U.S.  Army  in  Seoul. 

After  his  discharge,  Dr.  Kim 
earned  a  B.A.,  M.A.  and  eventu¬ 
ally  his  Ph.D.  in  mathematics. 
He  was  appointed  in  1974  to  Ala¬ 
bama  State  as  professor  of  math¬ 
ematics  and  director  of 
mathematics  research. 

Prayed  for  guidance 

The  number  of  Korean  immi¬ 
grants  living  in  the  greater  Mont¬ 
gomery  area  pointed  out  to  Dr. 
Kim  the  need  for  a  congregation 
of  Korean  Christians.  He  prayed 
for  guidance. 

“God  brought  me  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  gave  me  an  education  and 
now  my  own  people  . . .  sought  my 
help  ...  I  interpreted  my  mission 
to  act  as  a  ‘middle  man’  because  I 
know  the  Korean  mind  as  well  as 
the  American  mind,”  he  said. 

First  Korean  United  Method- 


North  Korean  native  Ki  Hang 
Kim  stands  before  the  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church  he 
helped  found  in  Montgomery, 
Ala.  As  U.S.  Army  Pfc.  Kim  in 
1957  (right),  he  is  greeted  by 
South  Korea  President  Syng- 
ham  Rhee  during  a  reception 
honoring  United  Nations  sol¬ 
diers.  Dr.  Kim  said  his  experi¬ 
ences  in  Korea  and  the  United 
States  helped  give  him  the 
skills  to  organize  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  for 
Koreans  in  Montgomery. 

U.S.  ARMY  SIGNAL  CORPS  PHOTO 


ist  Church  of  Montgomery  was 
chartered  in  1979. 

Within  10  years  the  congrega¬ 
tion  purchased  its  own  sanctuary 
and,  in  slightly  more  than  one 
year,  paid  its  indebtedness. 

The  church  serves  as  a  com¬ 
munity  center  and  a  Korean-lan- 
guage  school  for  children  during 
summer  vacation.  Dr.  Kim  ex¬ 


plains  that  children  learn  ele¬ 
mentary  Korean  and  Korean 
history  to  be  both  good  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  and  good  Koreans. 

In  1981  the  U.S.  State  Depart¬ 
ment  permitted  Dr.  Kim  to  visit 
North  Korea — home  at  last  after 
31  years.  When  last  he  had  seen 
his  mother,  she  was  31;  now  she 
was  62. 


“I  still  consider  myself  as  a 
blessed  and  lucky  person  since 
approximately  10  million  sepa¬ 
rated  people  in  Korea  don’t 
know  if  their  loved  ones  are  dead 
or  alive,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Steele  is  editor  of  the  "United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christian  Advocate,"  serving  the 
United  Methodist  North  Alabama  and  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Annual  Conferences. 


U.S.  mission  agencies  divided  over  Zaire's  future 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

A  coalition  of  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  and  evangelical  churches  has 
launched  a  plan  to  provide  food 
and  medicines  to  Zaire,  but 
American  mission  agencies  are 
divided  on  whether  to  maintain  a 
missionary  presence  in  that 
country  following  a  surge  of  vio¬ 
lence  there  in  September. 

The  National  Council  of 


Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
says  the  church  coalition  hopes 
to  send  2,000  medical  kits  and 
1,000  tons  of  food  to  Zaire 
through  the  State  Department’s 
Office  of  Foreign  Disaster  Assis¬ 
tance  and  the  Agency  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Development. 

Although  missionaries  were 
unhurt  during  the  uprising,  some 
observers  fear  that  the  regime  of 
Zairean  President  Mobutu  Sese 
Seko  may  topple,  creating  a  new 


round  of  violence. 

Plans  for  United  Methodist 
missionaries,  all  of  whom  were 
evacuated  from  Zaire,  remain 
uncertain,  according  to  a  spokes¬ 
man  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  United  Methodist  global 
missions  board  has  decided  to 
send  missionaries  back  into  Zaire 
but  has  not  determined  when. 

By  contrast,  the  Africa  Inland 
Mission,  a  major  interdenomina¬ 


tional  evangelical  agency  with  one 
of  the  largest  missionary  corps  in 
Zaire,  has  decided  to  keep  virtual¬ 
ly  all  of  its  personnel  there. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Don 
Dix,  chief  executive  of  Africa  In¬ 
land  Mission,  the  decision  was 
based  on  the  fact  that  none  of  the 
missionaries  who  remained  in 
Zaire  was  harmed,  despite  warn¬ 
ings  of  potential  violence  issued 
by  the  U.S.  consulate. 

Mr.  Dix  said  that  about  70 


missionaries  have  remained  in 
Zaire.  Of  14  who  did  leave,  some 
have  decided  to  return,  he  said. 

The  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ),  a  1 -million-mem¬ 
ber  denomination  headquartered 
in  Indianapolis,  is  reassigning  the 
missionaries  it  had  in  Zaire. 

The  Rev.  Dan  C.  Hoffman,  Af¬ 
rica  executive  for  the  Disciples, 
said  that  it  would  be  unfair  to 
leave  missionaries  in  limbo  re¬ 
garding  a  return  to  Zaire. 


Causes  &  Cures  coalition  confronts  drugs  Your  Investment  in  Mission 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  were  among 
those  participating  recently  in  a 
tele-conference  sponosred  by  the 
Causes  &  Cures  National  Campaign 
on  the  Narcotics  Epidemic. 

Based  at  Marble  Collegiate 
Church  in  New  York,  the  telecon¬ 
ference  fanned  out  to  1 60  other  cit- 
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ies,  according  to  its  organizers,  and 
included  dialogues  between  people 
at  local  sites  and  national  experts. 
An  estimated  30-35  calls  were  an¬ 
swered  on  four  phone  lines. 

Causes  &  Cures  is  a  coalition 
formed  by  20  religious  denomina¬ 
tions  to  rally  public  support  for  new 
directions  in  the  U.S.  anti-drug 
policy. 

The  Rev.  Randy  Day,  pastor  of 
Jesse  Lee  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Ridgefield,  Conn., 
and  a  steering  committee  member, 
said  the  teleconference  was  an  ef¬ 
fort  “to  build  a  national  constituen¬ 
cy  to  get  behind  a  call  to  action.” 

Mr.  Day,  who  watched  the  tele¬ 
conference  from  Marble  Collegiate, 
noted  the  enthusiasm  of  partici¬ 
pants  and  the  depth  of  questions, 
which  he  said  indicated  that  local 
groups  obviously  had  done  “some 
working,  thinking  and  reflecting.” 
United  Methodist  Bishops  Felton 
E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa„  Area);  C. 
Dale  White  (New  York  Area)  and  F. 
Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area)  are 
part  of  Causes  &  Cures’  national 
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board,  along  with  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society, 

Other  United  Methodists  on  the 
steering  committee  include  Jerald 
Scott,  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
and  Judy  Hunt,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Causes  &  Cures’  policy  statement 
advocates  treatment  programs  for 
drug  addicts  “to  close  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  6.5  million  Americans  who 
need  treatment  and  the  underfunded 
facilities  that  can  treat  only  250,000 
addicts”  and  support  of  innovative 
treatment  programs  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  business  community. 

Also  called  for  is  an  expansion  of 
drug  education  programs;  attention 
to  the  social  and  economic  dimen¬ 


sions  of  drug  abuse  through  job 
training,  a  national  literacy  cam¬ 
paign  and  strategies  for  affordable 
housing;  and  alternate  approaches 
toward  drug  law  enforcement. 

Causes  &  Cures  urges  congressio¬ 
nal  investigation  of  the  role  of  U.S. 
intelligence  agencies  in  the  interna¬ 
tional  drug  trade,  with  criminal 
statutes  enacted  to  prohibit  govern¬ 
ment  involvement  with  anyone  in 
the  drug  trade.  Investigation  of  drug 
money  laundering  by  U.S.  banks 
and  financial  institutions  also  is 
called  for. 

The  coalition  calls  for  an  end  to 
U.S.  government  practices  that  in¬ 
directly  support  the  drug  trade  and 
costly,  ineffective  strategies  that 
have  failed  to  reduce  drug  produc¬ 
tion  abroad. 


Laywoman/lawmaker  puts 
skids  on  Mardi  Gras  floats 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Private  clubs  in  New  Orleans  that 
discriminate  because  of  race,  gender 
or  sexual  orientation  will  no  longer 
parade  publicly  at  Mardi  Gras. 

Further,  they  may  face  criminal 
misdemeanor  charges — all  of  this 
thanks  to  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  lawmaker  in  the  Cres¬ 
cent  City. 

City  Councilwoman  Dorothy  Mae 
Taylor  developed  the  anti-bias  ordi¬ 
nance  that  her  fellow  council  mem¬ 
bers  passed  unanimously  Dec.  1 8. 

The  law  instructs  the  city’s  new 
Human  Relations  Commission  to 
monitor  discriminatory  practices  in 
the  27  private  dubs  (commonly 
known  as  “krewes”)  that  tradition¬ 
ally  have  sponsored  parades  during 
the  annual,  citywide  Fat  Tuesday 


carnival. 

According  to  Ms.  Taylor,  the 
most  prominent  krewes  are  domi¬ 
nated  by  upper-income,  white,  non- 
Jewish  males. 

Groups  violating  the  law  risk  los¬ 
ing  their  parade  permits  and  face 
misdemeanor  charges  with  penal¬ 
ties  including  fines  up  to  $300  or 
jail  time  up  to  five  months. 

Noted  statewide  as  a  vocal  cham¬ 
pion  of  social  justice,  Ms.  Taylor  is 
a  lifelong  member  of  Mount  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  vice  president  of  the 
denomination’s  interfaith  coopera¬ 
tion  agency,  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  concerns.  In  the 
1970s  she  was  among  the  first  black 
women  elected  as  Louisiana  state 
legislators. 
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'New  genetics'  spawn  moral  dilemmas 


By  PHILIP  BOYLE 

Religious  News  Service 

The  new  director  of  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  is  seeking  gov¬ 
ernment  support  for  a  project  with 
far-reaching  implications,  one  that 
poses  a  serious  challenge  for  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  and  ethicists. 

The  director  of  the  institutes,  Dr. 
Bemadine  Healy,  recently  argued 
before  a  U.S.  Senate  committee  that 
if  the  United  States  is  to  keep  its 
edge  in  biotechnology,  it  must  be 
ajble  to  maintain  control  by  patent¬ 
ing  information  that  arises  from  the 
“Human  Genome  Project” — a  $3 
billion,  1 5-year  enterprise  that  aims 
to  pinpoint  the  location  of  some 
100,000  genes  that  make  up  each 
human  being. 

Analysts  are  worried 

Analysts  are  worried.  They  ask, 
“;How  can  we  patent  what  we  all 
share  in  common?”  Religious  orga¬ 
nizations  whose  job  it  is  to  help 
people  make  moral  decisions  ought 
to  be  worried  as  well.  Science  is 
making  new  demands  on  religion. 

Concern  about  the  Genome  Proj¬ 
ect  exceeds  the  patent  issue.  The 
new  genetics  poses  possibilities  that 
are  both  exciting  and  troubling. 

Discoveries  are  uncovering  genet¬ 
ic  roots  of  diseases  that  afflict  mil- 


Religious  organizations  whose  job  it  is  to  help 

people  make  moral  decisions  ought  to  be  worried. 
Science  is  making  new  demands  on  religion. 


lions  of  people.  They  include 
alcoholism,  depression  and  cancer. 
To  date,  19,000  genes,  or  nearly  2 
percent  of  the  100,000  human 
genes,  have  been  identified;  5,000 
of  them  are  associated  with  illness. 

Progress  in  human  genetics  will 
present  choices  well  in  advance  of 
the  onset  of  disease.  People  who 
carry  a  gene  associated  with  cystic 
fibrosis,  for  example,  might  consid¬ 
er  avoiding  pregnancy  or  not  marry¬ 
ing  at  all. 

Increasingly,  some  who  conceive 
will  undoubtedly  consider  abortion 
if  tests  detect  in  a  fetus  the  presence 
of  disease  or  potential  disease,  or 
even  characteristics  of  lesser  conse¬ 
quence  that  are  viewed  as  undesir¬ 
able  by  prospective  parents — 
height,  body  weight,  or  a  particular 
hair  color,  for  example. 

When  people  look  to  churches  or 
synagogues  for  help  with  making 
decisions  posed  by  the  startling  ar¬ 
ray  of  choices  the  new  genetics  al¬ 
lows,  what  will  they  find? 

During  the  past  decade  or  so,  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  have  addressed 
the  issues  sporadically.  For  example, 


the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  and  the 
Synagogue  Council  of  America  have 
responded  to  such  concerns  as  genet¬ 
ic  manipulation  of  gametes — cells 
that  produce  life — with  public  testi¬ 
mony  before  the  President’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Bioethics. 

As  recently  as  1989,  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  adopted  resolutions  ban¬ 
ning  genetic  sex  selection  and  pat¬ 
ents  on  new  breeds  of  animals. 

But  little  attention  has  been  fo¬ 
cused  on  ways  genetic  research 
might  shape  what  we  believe. 

The  most  serious  challenge  to 
that  view  is  a  genetics  study  pub¬ 
lished  earlier  this  year  that  links  all 
human  beings  to  a  common  ances¬ 
tor,  an  African  woman. 

Our  ancesters  live  on  in  us 

This  study,  like  all  genetic  stud¬ 
ies,  implies  that  our  present  genes 
are  a  permutation  of  billions  of 
years  of  evolution;  we  carry  the  ge¬ 
netic  record  of  all  that  has  gone  be¬ 
fore  us.  Life  is  not  ended;  it  is 
handed  on.  Our  ancestors  incredi¬ 


bly  live  on  in  us  with  the  continu¬ 
ous  replication  of  their  genes, 
passed  on  to  us  at  birth. 

The  new  genetics  is  also  likely  to 
reshape  what  some  churches  teach 
about  determinism,  the  view  that 
something  besides  free  will  is  at  work 
in  human  choices  and  behaviors. 

Recent  studies  of  the  genes  of 
dogs  shed  light  on  how  behavior 
varies  among  species  of  canine, 
confirming  that  characteristics  such 
as  aggressiveness  or  affability  are 
genetically  determined  in  part.  ’ 

Similarly,  geneticists  speculate 
that  some  human  characteristics  we 
tend  to  praise,  such  as  altruism,  or 
to  blame,  such  as  homosexuality, 
may  be  determined  more  by  genet¬ 
ics  than  previously  thought. 

In  coming  years,  churches  and 
synagogues  will  increasingly  be 
pressed  for  moral  insights  on  rami¬ 
fications  of  the  “new  genetics,”  its 
implications  for  religious  doctrines 
and  for  moral  options  that  will  be¬ 
come  available  to  individuals  and 
families.  Unfortunately,  many  reli¬ 
gious  organizations  are  seriously 
unprepared. 

Dr.  Boyle  is  associate  for  medical 
ethics  at  the  Hastings  Center,  a 
medical  ethics  think  tank  in  Briar- 
cliff  Manor,  N.Y. 


Work  with  homeless 
kids  featured  on  TV 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

This  Memphis  child  is  involved  in  "Final  Net,"  a  program  started  by 
Karen  Barber,  outreach  director  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis,  Tenn.  The  program  helps  some  of  the  3,000  children  who 
live  on  the  streets  in  Memphis.  The  "Final  Net"  story  will  be  told  on 
'Catch  the  Spirit'  during  the  week  of  (an.  26. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Years  ago,  Karen  Barber  had  a  vi¬ 
sion. 

In  her  vision,  she  now  explains  to 
television  audiences,  she  was  work¬ 
ing  with  children.  It  never  dawned 
on  her  that  the  children  would  be  in 
inner-city  Memphis. 

Ms.  Barber  is  outreach  director  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis,  Tenn.  Her  vision  came 
true  when  she  started  “Final  Net,” 
a  program  to  catch  those  children 
who  fall  through  the  bureaucratic 
cracks — those  kids  who  weren’t  get¬ 
ting  enough  love  and  attention, 

Ms.  Barber’s  work- is  featured  on 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly  tele¬ 
vision  program  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  week  of  Jan.  26. 
(Check  local  listings  for  time  and 
channel). 

Over  time,  Ms.  Barber  explains, 
she  saw  more  and  more  children 
who  were  homeless.  Statistics  indi¬ 
cate  that  3,000  children  live  on  the 
streets  of  Memphis. 

“I  can’t  imagine  my  child  being 
hungry  and  all  I  have  to  offer  is  one 
can  of  applesauce  . . she  said,  “or 
my  baby  needing  diapers  and  all  I 
can  do  is  put  a  plastic  bag  on  her . . . 
or  sending  my  kids  to  school  and 
having  to  wrap  towels  on  their  arms 
to  keep  them  from  freezing.  And 
that’s  what’s  happening  in  this 
country.” 

Her  work  with  the  homeless  chil¬ 


dren  of  Memphis  grew  to  the  point 
that,  about  a  year  ago,  she  quit  her 
job  as  an  executive  in  a  medical 
supply  company  to  go  to  work  at 
the  church.  Though  she  took  a  65 
percent  salary  cut,  and  often  works 
an  80-hour  week,  she  says  the  pay¬ 
off  comes  in  helping  the  children. 

Ms.  Barber  tells  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
that  the  work  has  long-reaching  ef¬ 
fects.  “By  changing  one  life,  you’re 
going  to  change  his  children.” 

To  solve  the  overall  problems  of 
homelessness  and  hopelessness, 
“It’s  going  to  have  to  start  with  the 
kids,”  she  said. 

■“She  has  helped  open  Memphis’ 
eyes  to  the  problem,  and  other  area 
churches  are  now  backing  her  efforts. 

Her  congregation  started  a  library 
in  the  church  basement.  A  number  of 
children  who  used  the  library  have 
gone  to  college,  five  on  scholarships. 

“God  sent  a  baby  to  save  all  of 
us,”  she  says.  “I  guess  I  wonder 
what  God  sent  these  babies  for.  Is 
one  of  them  going  to  miss  out  on 
what  he  was  sent  here  to  do  because 
of  us?  I  would  hate  to  have  that  re¬ 
sponsibility.” 

The  program  for  the  week  of  Jan. 
26  also  features  segments  on  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman  of  Japanese 
descent  who  was  interned  during 
World  War  II  and  on  a  musical  pro¬ 
duction  based  on  the  life  of  Moses. 

Also  featured  is  the  Rev.  Neriah 
Edwards  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  in  “Moment  of  Faith.” 


History  of  »ymnc 
Canadian  Methodist  penned  'My  Jesus,  I  love  thee' 


My  Jesus,  I  love  thee,  I  know  thou 
art  mine, 

For  thee  all  the  follies  of  sin  I  resign; 

My  gracious  Redeemer,  my  Savior 
art  thou; 

If  ever  I  loved  thee,  my  Jesus,  'tis 
now. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Adoniram  Judson  Gordon,  the 
young  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass.,  was  brows¬ 
ing  through  a  new  hymnal  he  had 
received  from  England. 

The  opening  line  of  an  unfamiliar 
hymn  caught  his  eye — “My  Jesus,  I 

Dear  Deborahu 


love  thee.” 

No  author’s  name  appeared  with 
it,  but  its  beauty  and  intimate  ex¬ 
pression  captured  Mr.  Gordon’s  at¬ 
tention.  He  began  humming  a  tune 
and  eventually  completed  a  musical 
setting  for  the  anonymous  text. 

With  this  tune  Mr.  Gordon  in¬ 
cluded  the  hymn  in  a  collection  he 
prepared  for  Baptist  churches  in 
1876. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  bom  in  New 
Hampshire  in  1836,  a  time  when 
Baptists  had  a  great  interest  in  for¬ 
eign  mission  enterprise.  His  parents 
named  him  for  Adoniram  Judson,  a 


missionary  in  Burma. 

For  many  years  after  the  words  of 
the  hymn  were  first  sung,  the  author 
remained  unknown.  In  recent  decades 
we  have  learned  that  the  hymn  was 
written  by  William  Ralph  Feather- 
ston,  who  lived  in  Montreal,  Canada. 

Little  is  known  of  Mr.  Feather- 
ston  except  that  he  and  his  parents 
were  members  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  of  Montreal.  He 
died  in  Montreal  in  1872. 

Apparently  Mr.  Featherston 
wrote  the  hymn  about  1864,  bor¬ 
rowing  and  altering  the  first  two 
lines  of  an  earlier  camp  meeting 


hymn; 

O  Jesus,  my  Savior!  I  know  thou  art 
mine. 

For  thee  all  the  pleasures  of  earth  I 
resign; 

Of  objects  most  pleasing  I  love  thee 
the  best; 

Without  thee  I’m  wretched,  but  with 
thee  I’m  blest. 

Mr.  Featherston’s  words  with  Mr. 
Gordon’s  music  have  worn  well  for 
more  than  100  years  throughout  the 
English-speaking  world. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Take  Time  to  Be  Holy" 


' Removing  widow's  name  shows  lack  of  sensitivity ' 


Dear  Deborah: 

In  regards  to  the  widow  on  a 
fixed  income  in  a  recent  column: 
Asking  to  remove  her  name  from 
tithe  rolls  lacks  sensitivity. 

We  all  know  how  statistics 
work — the  issue  is  not  to  withdraw 
the  name.  Rather,  it  should  be  list¬ 
ed  in  a  category  which  does  not  neg¬ 
atively  reflect  on  apportionments. 


MASTER  PEACE 

I’d  rather  rustic  scenery 
than  rising  metal  towers. 

For  humans  built  the  giants, 
but  God  created  flowers. 

—CLAIRE  PUNEKY 


To  be  positioned  in  a  rejection 
posture  flies  in  the  face  of  good  psy¬ 
chology  or  Christianity.  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  this  lady’s 
congregation  need  more  education 
on  supportive  community  or  Chris¬ 
tian  social  concerns. 

“Kicking  out”  a  member  with 
good  attendance  is  NOT  what  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  is  all  about — 
this  is  a  poisonous  testimony. 

I,  too,  am  a  senior  with  fixed  in¬ 
come  but  young  enough  to  be  dis¬ 
trict  president.  I  thoroughly 
empathize  with  this  lady. 

Victoria,  a  reader 

Dear  Victoria: 

I  want  to  be  clear  that  it  was  the 


church ,  NOT  United  Methodist 
Women ,  who  wanted  to  take  her  ojf 
the  membership  rolls.  You  are  right , 
though;  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  could  certainly  help  the  church 
seek  a  better  solution. 

You  suggest  that  there  be  another 
roll  or  list  or  category  that  will  not 
negatively  affect  apportionments. 
Given  the  system  many  conferences 
use,  that  could  be  the  constituent 
roll.  But  doesn't  that  mean  one  is 
not  a  member? 

Moving  someone  from  membership 
to  constituent  status  would  amount  to 
saying  he  or  she  is  not  a  member. 
They  have  been  taken  off  the  roll,  and 
that  certainly  is  rejection. 


If  you,  or  any  other  readers,  can 
suggest  another  solution  or  know  of 
how  this  is  handled  belter  in  other 
conferences,  do  let  us  hear  from  you. 

Removing  the  names  of  long  time, 
interested  people  from  the  member¬ 
ship  roll,  regardless  of  income,  is  not 
the  right  way  to  deal  with  a  congre¬ 
gation  ’s  responsibility  to  pay  appor¬ 
tionments  in  full. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


d,V  rj.-'sj  -C/- 
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Religious  art  calendars  prove  popular 

IRVINE,  Calif. — Glenn  Ellen  Hutchinson  displays  one  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  art  calendars  she  and  her  husband,  Robert,  produce  in  a 
small  office  behind  their  home  in  Irvine.  They  say  they  produce 
the  calendars,  which  are  listed  in  catalogues  of  major  distribu¬ 
tors  and  purchased  by  such  diverse  religious  groups  as  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  and  Greek  Orthodox,  as  a  result  of  their  faith. 


Dieting:  is  the  problem 
nutritional  or  spiritual? 


By  EUGENE  KENNEDY 
Religious  News  Service 

Americans  love  dieting  so  much 
you  would  think  we  would  be  better 
at  it  than  we  are. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  revealing 
insights  of  our  time — that  is,  one 
.whose  kernel  bears  a  truth  so  much 
bigger  than  itself  that  we  hate  to  in¬ 
spect  it — is  that  dieters  who  lose 
weight  often  gain  it  back.  Their 
weight  returns  to  what  some  call  the 
“set  point.” 

Why  has  food  been  gradually  de¬ 
prived  of  one  of  its  most  traditional 
and  valuable  functions,  to  give  not 
only  strength,  but  also  to  comfort 
people  struggling  with  the  basic  prob¬ 
lem-laden  tasks  of  raising  families, 
paying  bills  and  loving  each  other? 

The  answer,  perhaps  deeper  than 
any  provided  by  the  diet  zealots 
who  stand  as  grimly  as  prison 
guards  on  the  ramparts  of  contem¬ 
porary  life,  is  that  the  problem  is 
not  nutritional  but  spiritual. 

In  other  words,  our  repetitive 
struggles  to  deal  with  our  weight  are 
not  fundamentally  directed  at  a 
physical  goal  at  all.  They  are  instead 
efforts  to  achieve  something  in  an¬ 
other  realm  altogether,  the  tran¬ 
scendent  spiritual  order. 

Fasting  has  been  recognized  all 
through  history  as  a  spiritual  exer¬ 
cise. 


Commentary 

But  fasting  has  had  other  pur¬ 
poses.  Holy  people,  and  those  so  re¬ 
garded,  have  employed  fasting  not  * 
only  to  win  spiritual  victories  over  ' 
themselves  but  to  win  them  over 
other  people  as  well. 

In  such  traditional  manifestations 
of  fasting  we  get  some  clues  as  to  the 
spiritual  problem  rather  than  the 
physical  one  that  many  people  are  ; 
trying  to  solve  through  dieting. 

If  people  don’t  recognize  that  di¬ 
eting  has  a  spiritual  purpose,  they 
will  never  be  truly  satisfied  with  it 
solely  as  a  physical  achievement.  * 

Americans,  who  live  in  an  envi¬ 
ronment  that  seems  increasingly  be¬ 
yond  their  control,  are  attempting  ; 
not  so  much  to  lengthen  their  lives 
as  to  get  some  control  over  the  days 
that  they  have. 

The  amount  of  dieting  in  Ameri-  ; 
ca  may  be  a  measure,  then,  not  of  : 
how  overweight  we  are,  but  of  how 
undernourished  and  underinstruct-  • 
ed  we  are  spiritually.  It  is  a  sign  of 
our  spiritual  identity  and  destiny, 
of  a  “set  point”  of  the  soul  to 
which,  because  we  are  human,  we 
belong  and  inevitably  return. 

Dr.  Kennedy  is  a  writer  and  profes¬ 
sor  of  psychology  at  Loyola  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Chicago. 


WCC  urges  programs 
for  world's  older  adults 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  Chicago.  United  Methodists 
are  developing  plans  for  a  senior 
adult  complex  to  meet  both  housing 
and  spiritual  needs. 

At  Olmsted  Manor,  a  United 
Methodist  adult  retreat  center  in 
Ludlow,  Pa.,  retired  pastors  coordi¬ 
nate  four-day  events,  including  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  worship,  singing  and 
information  for  senior  citizens. 

These  stories  were  among  those 
shared  when  32  Christians  recently 
gathered  in  England  for  the  first 
World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC) 
Consultation  on  Ministry  with  Se¬ 
nior  Citizens. 

Older  adults  increasing 

The  consultation  was  centered 
around  the  fact  that  the  world’s  el¬ 
derly  population — particularly 
those  older  than  80— continues  to 
increase.  In  some  developed  coun¬ 
tries,  the  elderly  already  compose 
nearly  25  percent  of  the  national 
population. 

The  Rev.  John  D.  Miller,  director 
of  Olmsted  Manor,  discussed  how 
to  meet  the  different  needs  of  aging 
adults  in  retreat  settings — ranging 
from  changes  in  security  and  meal 
service  to  the  arrangement  of  pro¬ 


gramming. 

“One  of  our  working  assumptions 
is  aging  adults  can  learn  as  much  as 
younger  learners,  but  they  tend  to 
learn  a  little  more  slowly,”  he  said. 
“But  studies  show  their  recall  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  younger  learners.” 

He  suggested  that  older  adults 
can  provide  “incredibly  helpful 
leadership  if  they  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  something  meaningful" 
and  often  are  willing  to  give  finan¬ 
cial  support  or  endowments. 

An  ending  or  a  beginning? 

Another  issue  is  retirement  and 
whether  it  is  perceived  as  an  ending 
or  a  new  beginning,  according  to 
Mr.  Pickens. 

“Retirement  does  not  necessarily 
mean  one’s  contribution  has  ended 
or  your  gifts  somehow  mysteriously 
have  left  you,"  he  said. 

Recognizing  the  need  in  the  WCC 
for  an  institutional  focus  on  older 
adults,  consultation  members  sent  a 
letter  to  General  Secretary  Emilio 
Castro,  requesting  a  staff  person  be 
appointed  to  cover  aging  concerns. 

They  asked  that  an  international 
consultation  on  global  aging  be  orga¬ 
nized  within  the  next  two  years  and 
information  prepared  on  the  issue. 
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It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  a  74  year  old  man  is  about  to  under¬ 
take  a  journey  and  adventure  of  a  lifetime.  He  will  hike  the  2,144 
miles  of  the  Appalachian  Trail  this  summer. 

Why  is  he  doing  it?  To  help  the  children  of  the  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ist  Children's  Home! 

The  Rathbums  have  been  supporters  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
for  years.  Nine  years  ago  they  began  bringing  a  whole  butchered  beef  to  the 
home.  They  just  delivered  360  pounds  of  processe'd  beef  to  the  home  in 
December. 

Macon  and  Mamie  Rathbum  are  members  of  the  DeRidder  United 
Methodist  Church.  They  became  well  acquainted  with  the  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment,  the  Reverend  Augie  Aamodt  after  Mamie  participated  in  the 
Nome,  Alaska  workcamp  Augie  led  during  his  vacation  in  1990. 

There  is  no  connection  between  “the  Home”  and  the  workcamp;  but 
while  Mamie  and  Augie  were  in  Alaska,  Macon  was  completing  his  first 
hike  of  the  Appalachian  Trail.  It  took  him  five  summers.  It  might  have 
been  four  but  a  leg  injury  cut  one  summer’s  journey  short. 

Few  people  have  ever  been  able  to  hike  the  full  2,144  miles  in  one  year. 
Three  million  people  hike  the  Trail  each  year.  About  1,000  attempt  to  hike 
the  full  length.  Only  Vr  actually  finish  one  continuous  hike  in  one  year. 


Macon  — 

God  Bless  Him 


Tears,  Pain,  Challenging,  Danger¬ 
ous,  Demanding,  Frightening, 
Beautiful,  Haunting.  Rewarding. 

All  these  words  have  been  used 
by  hikers  describing  their  experi¬ 
ence.  Many  teenagers  and  young 
adult  hikers  have  started  but  not 
finished  the  trail  even  when  spread 
over  a  number  of  years. 

Macon  Rathbum  at  74  years  of 
age  will  accept  the  challenge.  He 
needs  your  prayers  and  support. 

MAMIE  —  GOD  BLESS  HER 

Mamie  Rathbum  supports  her 
husband  1000  percent.  She  will  be 
in  contact  with  him  each  time  he 
comes  off  the  trail  to  a  small  town 
or  village  for  the  supplies  and  mail 
that  she  sends  to  him. 

Mamie  plans  to  return  to  Nome, 
Alaska  with  Augie  in  June  on  an¬ 
other  workcamp.  The  Rathbums 


were  stationed  there  in  the  military 
during  World  War  II. 

VIDEO  TAPES  AVAILABLE 

A  video  tape  of  an  interview  with 
Macon  about  his  journey  is  avail¬ 
able.  The  tape  was  produced,  writ¬ 
ten  and  narrated  by  Rick  Roww  of 
Channel  3  in  Shreveport,  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

Parts  of  this  will  also  be  shown  on 
Channel  3  —  Shreveport.  The  tape 
is  available  to  anyone  who  wants 
more  information  or  who  wants  to 
recruit  sponsors  for  the  project. 

Note:  A  one-hour  video  of  the 
Appalachian  Trail  and  various  in¬ 
terviews  with  hikers  is  available. 
The  title  is  5  Million  Steps  and  can 
be  obtained  from: 

Lynne  Weldon  Productions 

90  E.  Union  Street 

Canton,  PA  17724 


Happy  Camper  Macon 


About 


The 

Trail 


—  The  Appalachian  Trail  is  the 
longest  continuous  foot  path 
in  the  world. 

—  The  Trail  extends  from 
Springer  Mountain,  Georgia 
to  Mount  Katahdin,  Maine. 

—  It  is  2,144  miles  long,  cross¬ 
ing  14  states. 

—  White  markers  direct  the 
hikers  on  their  journey. 

—  Primitive  shelters  are  placed 
3  to  14  miles  apart. 

—  Three  million  hikers  will  at¬ 
tempt  the  Trail  this  year. 

—  Of  the  3  million  around 
1,500  will  try  the  entire 
Trail. 

—  Few  will  finish.  Probably  no 
more  than  a  dozen. 


—  They  call  themselves  thru- 
hikers. 

—  If  they  finish  the  trail  they 
will  have  walked  2,144  hori¬ 
zontal  miles,  climbed  80  ver¬ 
tical  miles,  burned  a  half 
million  calories  and  walked 
five  million  steps. 

—  Appalachian  Trail  officials 
estimate  the  average  hiker 
will  bum  6,000  calories  a 
day. 

—  Of  every  four  hikers  that 
start,  only  one  will  complete 
the  journey  and  that  often 
takes  years. 

—  In  April,  Macon  will  begin 
on  Springer  Mountain,  Geor¬ 
gia  and  finish  on  Mount  Ka¬ 
tahdin,  Maine  during  Sep¬ 
tember. 

—  It  will  be  a  life  changing  ex¬ 
perience  step  by  step. 


Support  Macon  - 
Help  the  Children 

You  can  support  Macon  and  the  Children’s  Home  by  pledging  a  speci¬ 
fied  amount  for  every  mile  that  is  completed. 

One  cent  per  mile  will  amount  to  $2 1 .44  when  he  finishes  the  hike. 

One  dollar  per  mile  will  amount  to  $2,144.00  at  the  end  of  the  trail  in 
Maine. 

You  will  be  asked  to  pay  only  for  the  distance  he  completes  —  100  miles 
—  1000  miles  —  whatever  the  exact  amount  may  be. 

Pledge  any  amount  you  can  —  dollars  or  cents  —  and  let  us  know  by  fill¬ 
ing  out  the  coupon. 

Please  be  generous  —  we  need  the  help!! 

We  will  let  you  know  the  total  amount  you  owe  when  Macon  leaves  the 
trail. 


I - 

Pledge  Card 

I  Name 

I  of:  - 

Individual 
Church 
•  Class 
Civic  Group 
Organization 
Sr.  Citizens  Group 
Youth  Group 
Other 

|  □  I/We  pledge  $ _ for  each  mile  that  Macon  Rathbum  hikes  on 

|  the  Appalachian  Trail.  I  understand  a  total  of  2,144  miles  are  pos- 
|  sible. 

I  □  I/We  want  addresses  so  that  I/we  can  send  Macon  mail  with  greet- 
I  ings  and  encouragement  as  he  progresses  along  the  trail. 

I  Signature:  - 

Address:  _ _ _ 

Phone:  - 

_ _ -I 
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Praying 
For 
Unity 

William  B.  Oden 

The  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  is  celebrated  January  18-25. 
Ecumenical  services  will  be  held  during  this  time  in  many  of  our 
churches  and  communities. 

While  the  quest  for  Christian  Unity  seems  to  be  on  the  back  burner 
these  days,  the  heart  of  the  Church  has  always  prayed  for  unity.  There 
are  at  least  three  reasons  for  this: 

1.  Jesus  prayed  that  his  followers  “may  all  be  one  ...  so  the  world 
may  believe.”  (John  17:21). 

2.  Unity  is  a  fruit  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

3.  Walls,  barriers  and  the  divisions  are  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the 
Church. 

I  am  a  participant  in  the  ecumenical  movement  at  every  level:  local, 
state,  national  and  global.  I  am  because  I  know  of  no  other  faithful  way 
to  be  a  witnessing  leader  in  the  church. 

Unity  does  not  mean  union  of  all  Christian  traditions  or  uniformity  of 
doctrine  or  worship.  The  Christian  Church  is  only  beginning  to  appreci¬ 
ate  its  diversity. 

But  Christian  unity  must  acknowledge  at  least  three  affirmations: 

There  is  one  baptism. 

There  is  one  ministry. 

There  is  one  table. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  the  Church’s  oneness  in  Christ  might  be  made 
more  visible  during  my  lifetime  and  that  I  might  be  an  instrument  and 
witness  to  that  oneness  in  all  I  do  and  say. 

<GU 


ASHRAM  Spiritual  Retreat: 
January  23-25 


Dr.  Dan  Hawk,  Associate  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Religion  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  will  be  the  Bible  teacher  at  the 
1992  Christian  ASHRAM  retreat  in 
Ruston,  January  23-25.  Dr.  Victor 
Hamilton,  Professor  of  Religion  at 
Asbury  College  in  Kentucky,  will  be 
the  preacher  for  the  three-day 
event.  Mrs.  Sherry  Pody  will  pro¬ 
vide  special  music  and  lead  contem¬ 
porary  Christian  singing. 

The  ASHRAM  begins  Thursday, 
January  23rd  at  3  p.m.  at  the  Holi¬ 
day  Inn  in  Ruston  and  closes  with 
communion  at  noon  on  Saturday, 
January  25th.  ASHRAM  is  an  inter¬ 
denominational  and  international 
spiritual  retreat  founded  by  E.  Stan¬ 
ley  Jones.  The  emphasis  is  upon 
deepening  one’s  discipleship  by  go¬ 
ing  apart  for  a  three-day  retreat  of 
preaching,  Bible  study,  singing  and 
prayer. 

Registration  is  $15  each  for  the 
three-day  retreat  and  can  be  sent  to 
Mrs.  Yvonne  Bennett  at  106  E. 
Woodhaven  Road,  Ruston  LA 


Dr.  Dan  Hawk:  Bible  teacher  for 
ASHRAM  Retreat 


7 1 270.  Motel  rooms  at  Holiday  Inn 
of  Ruston  can  be  reserved  for  $39 
and  tax  by  requesting  the  ASHRAM 
rate.  All  ministers  attending  the  full 
retreat  are  eligible  for  one  C.E.U. 


Workshop  Planned  for  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries 


Author  Kennon  Callahan  will 
lead  a  workshop  designed  specifi¬ 
cally  for  United  Methodist  Church 
secretaries  and  office  personnel 
March  26-29  in  Oklahoma  City. 

In  the  9Vi  hours  of  the  seminar, 
Dr.  Callahan  will  define  the  leader¬ 
ship  tasks  for  church  secretaries  in 
the  90s;  share  seven  ways  church 
secretaries  grow  their  leadership 
abilities;  help  them  to  identify  cur¬ 
rent  leadership  strengths  and  help 
develop  a  plan  to  advance  and  im¬ 
plement  leadership  abilities. 

He  is  basing  the  workshop  on  his 
belief  that  “church  secretaries  are 
among  the  key  leaders  of  local  con¬ 
gregations.  They  ‘glue’  the  venture 
together  and  greatly  help  it  move 


forward." 

The  workshop  is  sponsored  by 
the  Professional  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretar¬ 
ies,  an  organization  whose  purpose 
“is  to  provide  a  supportive  base  for 
the  unity  and  fellowship  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  in  order  to  provide  individual 
growth,  professional  development, 
continuing  education  and  spiritual 
enrichment." 

Deadline  for  registration  is  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1992.  Contact  Ms.  Janette 
Coffelt,  registrar/treasurer;  10577 
West  170th  Terrace;  Olathe,  KS 
66062;  or  phone  (913)  722-4775  for 
information,  costs,  and  registration 
forms. 


Notice  To  All  Clergy 

The  1992  Louisiana  Clergy  Golf  Tournament  will  be  Tuesday,  April 
21st  at  Toro  Hills  Golf  Course.  For  further  information  or  to  register 
participation,  contact:  The  Reverend  Larry  O’Dell;  P.  O.  Box  246;  Far- 
merville,  LA  71241-0246. 


Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church: 


7  See  Stars!' 


Logo  for  the  Simsboro  United  Methodist  Church  Advent  Bible 
School  Workshop.  Forty  children  attended. 


By  BETH  LOVE 

“I  see  stars!  And  it’s  cold!  And 
it’s  dark!  And  I  see  a  manger! 
And  the  Baby  Jesus!  and 
Cows!  And  sheep!  And  I  see 
angels! . . .” 

With  eyes  squeezed  t’ghtly 
shut,  and  wiggling  fingers  ani¬ 
mating  the  twinkling  stars,  lit¬ 
tle  4-year-old  Megan  excitedly 
described  “Silent  Night”  as 
she  imagined  it. 

In  a  small  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Simsboro,  Louisiana,  on 
December  1 3th,  area  children  gath¬ 
ered  to  participate  in  a  special  mini- 
Bible  School  Workshop  for  Advent. 
The  purpose  of  the  weekend  work¬ 
shop,  as  conceived  by  its  pastor  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott,  was  to  bring  new 
life  into  the  traditional,  and  some¬ 
times  all  too  secular,  preparation 
and  celebration  of  Christmas. 

With  the  constant  infusion  of  sec¬ 
ular  symbols  and  folklore,  it  is  often 
quite  difficult  to  maintain  a  proper 
balance  between  the  secular  and  the 
sacred,  “true  meaning”  of  Christian 
holidays.  Pastor  Scott,  recognizing 
this  problem  as  a  damper  on  the  joy 
of  the  holiday  season,  began  brain¬ 
storming  with  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin, 
Conference  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  Worship.  Believing 
that  an  educational  and  spiritual 
workshop/worship  experience  was 
needed,  the  two  set  out  to  create 
just  that.  They  enlisted  the  volun¬ 
teered  time  and  talents  of  members 


of  the  Simsboro  Charge,  along  with 
members  of  nearby  Trinity  UMC 
Youth  Group,  and  Louisiana  Tech 
Wesley  Foundation. 

The  theme  of  the  mini-Bible 
School  was  “finding  Christ  in 
Christmas.”  There  were  nine  indi¬ 
vidual  classes,  each  focusing  on  one 
symbol  or  tradition  of  Christmas. 
These  symbols  or  traditions  were 
bells,  carols,  Christmas  dinner, 
Christmas  trees,  red  and  green,  can¬ 
dles,  Santa  Claus,  candy  canes,  and 
gifts.  The  children  were  taught 
the  historical  and  Biblical  associa¬ 
tions  for  each  of  these  symbols. 
They  also  participated  in  craft  and 
game  activities  for  each  of  the  sym¬ 
bols. 

Not  only  were  the  children  given 
an  educational  experience  of  Christ¬ 
mas,  but  they  were  also  given  a  spir¬ 
itual  experience  of  Christmas  in  the 
special  worship  services  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  and  ending  of  each  day  of  the 
workshop.  The  workshop  opened 
and  closed  with  the  celebration  of 
Scripture,  both  spoken  and  sung,  in 
these  times  of  worship. 

Though  a  tremendous  amount  of 
planning  and  preparation  went  into 
the  event,  there  was  no  way  to  an¬ 
ticipate  the  number  of  participants 
or  those  special  moments  when  one 
feels  the  Holy  Spirit  making  the 
Presence  of  God  evident.  Perhaps  a 
paraphrase  of  a  familiar  Christmas 
poem  will  convey  part  of  this  spe¬ 


cial  feeling: 

’Twas  the  night  in  December,  and 
all  through  God's  house,  the 
excited  dear  pastor,  scampered 
’round  like  a  mouse.  The 
nametags  were  hung  by  the  door 
with  great  care,  in  hopes  that 
some  children  soon  would  be 
there. 

The  bells  in  the  steeple  rang  out  in 
the  night.  Surely  no  one  was 
coming  ...  but  maybe  .  . .  they 
might.  We  stood  on  the  steps 
and  looked  way  down  the  street. 
“There  is  still  half  an  hour 
before  we're  to  meet.” 

When  what  to  our  wandering  eyes 
should  appear?  but  eight  tiny 
children  —  and  more  coming 
near!  By  the  time  all  the 
darlings  were  counted,  you  see, 
there  were  closer  to  forty  than 


one,  two,  or  three. 

You  know  God  says  where  there 
are  gathered  just  two,  He  is  sure 
to  be  there,  and  this  we  all 
knew.  For  when  voices  were 
raised,  singing  out  in  His  Name, 
little  Megan  was  heard  with 
great  joy  to  exclaim  ...  y 
“I  see  angels  and  people  who  all 
came  with  me  to  love  and  adore 
Him,  this  baby  we  see.  All  is 
calm,  all  is  bright,  all  is  silent 
tonite  . . .” 

Thank  you,  dear  Megan,  for  shar¬ 
ing  this  sight! 

Any  church  interested  in  having  a 
similar  experience,  as  recounted 
above,  is  encouraged  to  contact  the 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin  at  the  conference 
office  in  Baton  Rouge.  For  informa¬ 
tion  and  consultation. 


People,  Places,  Events 


The  Rev.  L.  Darwin  Brecheen  presents  a  plaque  to  Mrs.  Kent  and  her 
son,  Mr.  Tommy  Kent,  for  their  years  of  dedication  as  communion 
stewards  at  Bluff  Creek  United  Methodist  Church.  The  Kents  are 
long-time  members  of  the  Church  and  willingly  serve  in  a  number 
of  leadership  positions. 


Members  of  Mount  Vernon  United  Methodist  Church,  Gray,  hon¬ 
ored  Mrs.  Florence  Thomas  Henderson,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Willie  T. 
Henderson,  on  her  92nd  birthday,  December  1.  The  occasion  was 
also  the  79th  anniversary  of  "Mama  Pinkie's"  —  as  she  is  affection¬ 
ately  called  —  membership  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  "Her 
kindness  and  spirit  of  cooperativeness  endear(s)  her  to  many  who 
admire  and  love  her  . . for  what  she  is  and  for  the  number  of 
years  of  service  she  has  given  to  the  churches  where  she  belonged. 
The  Rev.  James  N.  Kirk  is  pastor  of  Mt.  Vernon. 


Coupie  Celebrates  75th  Wedding  Anniversary.  The  Pine  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  Fellowship  Hall  was  the  setting  for  the  75th  wedding 
anniversary  celebration  for  Mr.  Emmett  and  Mrs.  Lena  McLin  on  Sunday. 
December  15th.  The  McLins  were  married  December  20,  1916,  in  Bluff 
Creek,  Louisiana.  More  than  300  family  members  and  friends  shared  this 
historic  occasion  for  the  church  (its  first  75th  wedding  anniversary)  and 
the  honored  couple.  The  Rev.  Rand  Guy  is  the  minister  of  Pine  Grove. 


The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  (pictured),  pastor  of  Oakdale  United 
Methodist  Church,  welcomed  five  new  members  into  the  Church  on 
December  8.  Members  of  the  Confirmation  Class  are  from  left:  Jodi 
Colquette,  Rob  Butler,  Joe  Theriot,  Dustin  Thompson  and  Bryan 
Hardy. 

Study  Shows  Significance  Of  Africa,  African  University.  A  six-session 
mission  study  for  adults  and  youth,  “Africa:  Visions  of  Hope,”  outlines  the 
history  and  culture  of  Africa  and  emphasizes  the  significance  of  UM-relat- 
ed  Africa  University.  Study  resources  are  a  student  book  ($3.25)  and  a 
teacher’s  guide  ($3.45).  Order  from  Cokesbury  at  1-800-672-1789. 


The  Gathering  1992  At  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Many.  “Come, 
Share,  Rejoice,”  an  upcoming  series  of  preaching  services,  will  be  held  Jan¬ 
uary  19-22nd  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Many.  The  guest  speak¬ 
er  will  be  the  Rev.  John  Christie  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Fordyce,  Arkansas.  The  preaching  services  will  begin  after  the  church 
members  conclude  a  pre-series  of  six  cottage  prayer  meetings  held  through¬ 
out  the  city  and  a  community-wide  visitation  program  for  prospective  and 
inactive  members.  The  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman  is  pastor  of  Many. 


Churches  Asked  to  join  in  Bell-Ringing  Tradition  for  Martin  Luther  King,  jr.  Day 


In  order  to  broaden  and  solidify  a 
tradition  begun  in  1986,  the  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  Federal  Holiday 
Commission  is  asking  churches, 
military  installations,  schools,  civic 
and  other  organizations  around  the 
nation  to  join  in  the  annual  “Let 
Freedom  Ring”  ceremony  for  the 
1992  King  Holiday. 

In  addition,  efforts  are  underway 
to  enlist  the  participation  of  such 
notable  bells  as  Big  Ben  in  London, 
St.  Peter’s  in  Rome’s  Vatican  City 
and  those  at  Notre  Dame  in  Paris. 

The  ceremony  officially  begins  at 
the  Liberty  Bell  in  Philadelphia  at 
noon  on  the  Holiday  (the  third 
Monday  in  January).  There  a  well- 
known  public  figure  taps  the  Bell  in 


honor  of  Dr.  King  and  for  “Peace: 
Racial,  Cultural  and  Religious  Har¬ 
mony;  ana  Nonviolence.” 

This  peal  is  then  echoed  in  50 
states  with  governors  and  others 
ringing  replicas  of  the  Liberty  Bell 
that  were  cast  and  sent  to  each  state 
during  the  Truman  administration. 
Numerous  church,  civic  and  histor¬ 
ic  bells  also  join  in,  making  a  joyful 
noise  and  recalling  the  highest  aspi¬ 
rations  of  the  American  spirit. 

Bell-ringer’s  guilds  around  the 
world  are  being  invited  to  create 
programs  for  the  Holiday.  Numer¬ 
ous  state  Holiday  commissions  are 
planning  inter-faith  ceremonies, 
such  as  the  ones  described  above. 

For  further  information  about  the 


“Let  Freedom  Ring”  ceremony,  or 
any  of  the  other  projects  of  the  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Federal  Holi¬ 


day  Commission,  contact  Public 
Affairs  Director  Denny  Townsend 


at  202/708-1005. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Alta  Hearn,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  John  E.  Heam,  died  De¬ 
cember  12.  Funeral  services  were  held  on  December  14  at  Grace  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston.  Mrs.  Heam  is  survived  by  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  including  the  Rev.  Woodrow  Heam,  presiding 
bishop  of  the  Nebraska  Area,  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  William  Taft  Bowie  died  December  27.  He  is  survived  by 
one  son  and  three  daughters. 

The  Rev.  Howard  Leon  Milo  died  January  2,  1992.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Audrey  Wynetle  Rosse  Milo  of  Lafayette. 

Mrs.  Eliza  E.  Caldwell,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Walter  M.  Caldwell, 
died  December  22,  1991.  The  funeral  services  were  held  December  27, 
1 99 1 ,  at  Camphor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial: 


Dear  editors:  About  prayer . . . 


Occasionally,  we’re  moved  to 
write  letters  to  the  editor  ourselves. 
Here’s  one  we  just  fired  off  to  our 
counterparts  at  “Newsweek.” 

“Good  work  on  your  bang-up 
cover  story  on  prayer!  Your  sensi¬ 
tive  reporting  and  evocative  pho¬ 
tography  showed  refreshing  respect 
for  a  topic  that  our  colleagues  in  the 
secular  media  too  often  disregard. 

“The  truth  is,  however,  we’re 
concerned  that  you  apparently  just 
discovered  prayer  as  something  that 
a  lot  of  us — some  78  percent  of  the 
U.S.  population,  according  to  your 
article — regularly  practice. 

“That  you  reported  this  ‘discov¬ 
ery’  at  all  and  in  the  depth  that  you 
did  is  an  exception  that  proves  the 
rule:  most  secular  news  reports  and 
analyses  rarely  bother  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  religion  powerfully  shapes 
how  people  think  and  act  in  all 
parts  of  their  lives,  not  merely  while 
they  are  in  church. 

“As  a  result,  secular  media’s  cover¬ 
age  of  major  events  of  our  time  typi¬ 
cally  omits  the  impact  of  one  of  the 
basic  forces  at  work  in  this  or  any  pe¬ 
riod  of  history:  people’s  beliefs  about 
God  and  their  conduct  stemming 
from  those  beliefs,  including  prayer. 

“For  example,  its  treatment  of 
jthe  breakup  of  the  Soviet  bloc  sel¬ 
dom  mentioned  the  dynamic  inter¬ 
play  of  religion  and  society  that 
helped  topple  communism. 

“Similarly,  a  balanced  view  of 
American  history  must  acknowl¬ 


edge  the  formative  impact  of  reli¬ 
gion  on  our  nation’s  founding  and 
throughout  its  experience.  Ours  is  ‘a 
nation  with  the  soul  of  a  church,’ 
one  historian  rightly  has  observed. 
Yet,  one  would  scarcely  discern  that 
reality  from  news  as  it’s  typically  re¬ 
ported  in  the  secular  press. 

“We  in  the  religious  media  do 
what  we  can  to  fill  this  gap  in  the 
secular  media’s  coverage.  On  the 
whole,  we  think  we  do  a  pretty  good 
job  and  we’ll  try  to  do  even  better. 

“But  we  don’t  kid  ourselves.  Sec¬ 
ular  news  sources,  including  not 
only  widely  circulated  publications 
such  as  yours  but  television  and  ra¬ 
dio  broadcasters  as  well,  touch  far 
more  lives  than  we  do  and  with 
much  greater  frequency. 

"Hence,  you  have  a  huge  responsi¬ 
bility — and  opportunity — to  ‘come 
clean’  about  what  makes  the  world 
tick,  including  the  fact  that  great 
numbers  of  people  believe  in  God, 
pray  to  God  and  try,  in  their  worka¬ 
day  lives,  to  do  the  will  of  God. 

“So,  take  a  bow  for  your  exem¬ 
plary  effort  to  shed  light  on  the  real¬ 
ity  of  prayer  and  its  crucial  role  in 
the  lives  of  countless  people.  Now 
we  know  that  you  know  how  vital 
life’s  spiritual  dimension  really  is 
and  that  you’re  able  to  report  on  it 
as  well  as  we  do  (well,  almost). 

“We  stand  ready  to  help  you  in 
that  task,  and  we’ll  be  watching  for 
signs  that  you’ve  taken  it  to  heart. 

“In  the  meantime,  we’ll  keep  you 
in  our  prayers.” 


My  Witness= 


My  motivation ?  Not 
money ,  but  my  faith 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


The  secular  media's  coverage  of  major  events  of  our  time  often  fail 
to  account  for  one  of  the  basic  forces  at  work  in  this  or  any  other 
period  of  history:  people's  beliefs  about  God  and  their  conduct 
stemming  from  those  beliefs,  including  prayer. 


By  PHIL  HALL 

The  recession  that  has  disrupted 
the  nation’s  economy  has  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  great  many  people  los¬ 
ing  their  jobs.  I  should  know,  because 
earlier  this  year  I  was  one  of  them. 

My  field  is  journalism,  which  has 
been  particularly  hard  hit  with  doz¬ 
ens  of  publications  folding  up  be¬ 
cause  of  lost  advertising  revenue 
and  declining  circulation  figures. 

Although  I  eventually  rejoined  the 
work  force,  it  was  a  very  difficult 
time.  After  six  months  of  extensive 
searching,  I  was  unable  to  locate  a 
position  in  my  field.  A  long  period 
of  soul-searching  ensued  and  I  de¬ 
cided  to  switch  strategies  and  con¬ 
sider  work  in  another  profession. 

Stockbroker  trainee 

Almost  instantly,  I  spotted  a  clas¬ 
sified  advertisement  calling  for  indi¬ 
viduals  interested  in  a  stockbroker 
trainee  program  offered  by  a  major 
financial  services  firm.  It  seemed 
like  a  logical  choice,  as  I  specialized 
in  financial  journalism  and  thought 
I  could  make  the  switch  from  ob¬ 
server  to  participant  with  few  prob¬ 
lems.  I  applied  and  was  invited  to  an 
interview. 

The  initial  part  of  the  interview 
was  a  standard  question-and-answer 
session  that  allowed  the  firm’s  re- 


Bravo  to  'grassroots'  protest  of  UMC's  proposed  budget 


Cheers  and  bravo  to  Charles 
Pierce  and  the  “Grassroots”  protest 
against  the  proposed  $78  million  in¬ 
crease  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  budget  (see  UMR,  Jan.  3). 

It  is  high  time  that  the  General 
Conference  delegates  “return  the 
church  to  its  members”  by  a  careful 
examination  and  limitation  on  the 
political  activities  and  expenditures 
of  the  boards  and  agencies. 

There  is  a  widespread  lack  of  con¬ 
fidence  by  church  members  that  the 
apportioned  funds  are  being  used 
widely  in  support  of  the  Great 


Commission.  There  are  too  many 
reports  of  liberal  grants  being  made 
by  church  agencies  to  various  so¬ 
cialistic  political  action  groups. 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

Get  house  in  order 

Until  the  United  Methodist 
Church  gets  its  own  financial  house 
in  order,  it  can  be  assured  that  the 
proposed  four-year  budget  of 
$495:65  million  dollars  will  set  off  a 
firestorm  of  controversy. 

The  present  method  for  deter- 


Welcome  to  our  new  readers 
in  Dayton,  Tenn.,  and  Midland 


This  issue  we  welcome  as  new 
UMR  readers  some  379  member- 
families  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dayton,  Tenn. 
(Holston  Annual  Conference) 
and  1 ,000  member-families  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Midland,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  latest  to  join  more 
than  350  local  congregations  na¬ 
tionwide  that  publish  their  news 
as  special  UMR  editions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Dayton 


and  Midland,  we  say,  “Welcome." 
We  hope  you’ll  find  your  UMR  edi¬ 
tion  interesting  and  informative. 

We  also  hope  you’ll  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  “Here  I 
Stand,’’  “My  Witness,”  and 
“What  do  you  think?” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say,  “Thank 
you  for  reading  your  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter.” 


mining  a  church’s  apportionment  is 
oppressive  for  many  growing  con¬ 
gregation  because  the  calculation  is 
based  on  the  amount  the  church 
spends  upon  itself,  that  is,  in  sup¬ 
port  of  local  missional  objectives. 

Yet  the  local  church  is  the  very 
lifeblood  of  the  denomination.  To 
throttle  the  growth  of  the  local 
church  by  imposing  onerous  appor¬ 
tionments  that  are  as  high  as  20  per¬ 
cent  of  the  church’s  annual  budget 
is  destructive  of  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  church’s  existence. 

I  suggest  that  each  church’s  ap¬ 
portionment  be  set  at  a  tithe,  i.e.  10 
percent  of  its  gross  income.  This  is 
a  scriptural  approach  to  our  budget¬ 
ary  problems,  and  it  is  also  consis¬ 
tent  with  what  we  ask  members. 

Ralph  Hi  Walton  Jr. 

Granbury,  Texas 

We  live  in  fallen  world 

Barbara  J.  Thomas  is  wrong  when 
she  objects  to  your  editorial  state¬ 
ment  that  “God  doesn’t  guarantee 
us  good  health  or  worldly  success" 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  20). 

We  live  in  a  fallen  world.  Wheth¬ 
er  or  not  we  “follow  God’s  pre¬ 
cepts,”  our  bodies  are  subject  to 
sickness,  which,  like  the  rain,  falls 
on  the  just  and  the  unjust.  To  say 
that  people  (presumably  Christians) 
who  “follow  God’s  precepts”  are 


Faithfully  yours: 


guaranteed  good  health  implies  that 
sickness  is  punishment  sent  by  God 
to  people  who  fail  to  follow  his  pre¬ 
cepts.  Such  implication  is  far  from 
biblical  truth,  by  concept  and  exam¬ 
ple. 

God  does  not  promise  good 
health;  he  promises  to  be  with  us  in 
good  health  and  to  give  us  grace  to 
cope  when  illness  should  occur. 

Shirlee  A.  McGuire 

,  Boujrbonnais,  Illinois 

That's  elitist 

The  article  on  forwarding  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality’s  re¬ 
port  to  the  1992  General  Conference 
is  a  graphic  picture  of  ecclesiastical 
elitism  (see  UMR,  Dec.  13). 

When  the  Rev.  Jerome  K.  del 
Pino  says  “our  church  needs  light 
and  not  heat  on  this  issue,”  is  he 
not  minimizing  the  thinking  and 
work  of  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  since  1972?  They  have  dem¬ 
onstrated  stronger  support  each 
General  Conference  for  our  present 
position. 

Why  should  local  churches  pay 
attention  to  such  political  maneu¬ 
vering?  Go  back  and  review  the  pe¬ 
titions  to  General  Conference,  the 
number  of  them  coming  from  local 
churches  and  from  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  Mr.  del  Pino’s  statement  and 
Bishop  Craig’s  statement  represent 


Renewing  devotion  to  a  mentor's  legacy 


He  was  “Mr.  Bailey”  or  “Mr.  B.” 
I  was  always  “Kid.”  I  was  a  kid, 
too:  barely  out  of 
junior  college,  j 
green,  cocky  and 
sure  I  knew  how 
to  be  a  reporter. 

Judson  Bailey 
knew  differently. 

But  he  also  knew, 
as  do  most  people  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
of  deep  faith,  how  to  look  at  a  raw 
block  of  material  and  discern  the 
potential  beneath  the  exterior. 

I  had  just  turned  20  when  I  went 
to  work  for  him  at  the  weekly  news¬ 
paper  he  founded  in  our  Florida 
hometown.  He  had  become  a  town 
fixture  after  he  supposedly  had  “re¬ 


tired"  from  three  decades  of  cover¬ 
ing  sports  for  the  Associated  Press 
and  CBS  all  around  the  country. 

Last  week,  when  I  learned  of  his 
death  from  cancer  at  age  79,  I  knew 
that  nothing  less  than  full  devotion  to 
what  he  taught  me  can  repay  him. 

During  the  six  years  we  worked 
together,  Jud  poured  out  for  me  all 
his  skill,  all  his  knowledge. 

I  came  to  despise  Saturday  morn¬ 
ings.  because  then  he  would  critique 
my  week’s  writing.  He  was  never 
kind  when  it  came  to  editing;  kind¬ 
ness  was  no  virtue  at  such  mo¬ 
ments,  and  he  knew  it. 

Instead  he  reserved  kindness  for 
the  times  when  it  mattered.  He  had 
a  big,  sentimental  heart,  though  he 


tried  to  hide  it  behind  his  ancient 
Royal  typewriter.  He  exemplified 
the  Scriptural  teaching  of  doing 
good  works  in  secret;  only  when 
people  compared  notes  did  they  of¬ 
ten  discover  he  had  helped  them 
without  others  knowing  it. 

He  believed  in  supporting  local 
congregations  with  generous  space  in 
his  newspaper.  Besides  publishing 
regular  announcements  of  church 
events  and  seeking  features,  he  as¬ 
signed  me  every  Easter  and  Christ¬ 
mas  to  call  every  church  in  town  for 
the  holy  day  worship  schedules. 

Jud  believed  in  something  else,  too. 
He  believed  that  people  have  a  right 
to  know  the  truth  about  their  govern¬ 
ment,  their  church,  their  society,  no 
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matter  how  much  it  might  hurt. 

If  any  one  Bible  verse  were  to  de¬ 
scribe  him,  it  would  be  Jesus’  prom¬ 
ise  from  John  8:32:  “You  shall  know 
the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free."  As  Jud  demonstrated  his 
faith  in  that  promise  every  day  we 
worked  together,  I  came  to  claim 
that  same  promise  as  my  own. 

Much  as  he  loved  me,  Jud  knew, 
too,  when  it  was  time  to  encourage 
me  to  move  on  to  a  wider  world,  just 
as  he  had  done  when  he  left  his  West 
Virginia  hills  for  the  rough-and-tum- 
ble  journalism  of  New  York. 

Before  1  came  to  Dallas  for  my 
UMR  job  interview,  I  consulted  my 
beloved  mentor  one  last  time. 

“I’m  scared,  Jud,”  I  said.  “These 
reporters  go  everywhere,  all  around 
the  world.  I  don’t  know  if  I  can  be  a 
world-class  reporter.” 

Jud  took  his  foul,  disreputable 
pipe  from  his  mouth  and  bored  his 
penetrating  blue  eyes  into  mine.  To 
my  surprise,  his  eyes  held  tears. 

“Kid,”  he  said  in  a  voice  made 
raspy  by  too  many  late  nights  on 
deadline,  “you  were  always  a  world- 
class  reporter.” 

If  I  am,  it’s  because  Judson  Bai¬ 
ley — a  world-class  reporter  in  his 
own  right — helped  me  become  one. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


(Last  week’s  answer  Deuteronomy  30:19) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  20 

Monday:  Psalms  36:5-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  36:7-10 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  62: 1-3 
Thursday:  Isaiah  62:4-5 
Friday:  John  2:1-1 1 
Saturday:  I  Corinthians  2:1-4 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  2:5-1 1 


the  mindset  of  elitists — if  it  doesn’t 
come  from  above  there  is  no  priest¬ 
hood  of  all  believers. 

John  N.  Grenfell,  Jr. 

Plymouth,  Michigan 

Congratulations! 

I  want  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
editorial,  “A  galaxy  is  bom.  Re¬ 
joice!”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  3). .. 

You  will  never  write  a  better  or 
more  powerful  editorial.  Therejs 
enough  “God-truth”  in  it  for  one’s 
mind  to  revel  in  for  a  long  time. 

One  paragraph  nailed  me  to  the 
wall!  I  have  let  “world  events”  al¬ 
most  smother  me.  “Shriveled  vi¬ 
sion!”  God  save  me  from  this.  At 
age  73,  I  pray  to  yet  dream  dreams 
and  pray  the  prayer  of  a  person 
right  with  God  ...  for  the  world 
and  yes,  dear  Jesus,  for  the  church. 

Say  on,  brothers  and  sisters,  the 
half  has  never  yet  been  told! 

Isaac  A.  Patton 
Monroe,  Louisiana 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“We  know  that  all  things  work  to¬ 
gether  for  good  for  those  who  love 
God,  who  are  called  according  to 
his  purpose.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Phil  Hall  is 
a  member  of  Unitari¬ 
an  Church  of  All 
Souls  in  New  York.  , 

cruitment  officer  to  know  a  little 
something  about  my  career  and  per¬ 
sonality. 

When  that  ended,  the  recruitment 
officer  handed  me  a  writing  test  in 
which  I  was  asked  to  analyze  my  pro¬ 
fessional  and  emotional  traits  and 
rate  myself  on  a  score  from  1  to  10. 
Initially,  coming  up  with  10s  was  not 
a  problem,  since  1  considered  that  to 
be  the  proper  response  to  whether  1 
found  myself  hard-working,  loyal, 
sympathetic,  dedicated,  etc. 

But  then  1  was  thrown  a  curve. 
The  test  asked  how  I  would  rate  my¬ 
self  on  the  subject  of  being  money- 
motivated.  I  sat  and  stared  at  the 
test  paper,  for  I  was  asked  a  ques¬ 
tion  that  I  never  heard  before. 

'Money-motivated?' 

Think  about  it — how  do  you  de¬ 
fine  “money-motivated?” 

Everybody  wants  a  salary  that  is 
commensurate  with  their  abilities, 
and  it  never  hurts  to  have  a  little  ex¬ 
tra  stored  away.  But  to  be  driven  by 
the  pursuit  of  the  dollar,  by  the  thirst 
to  gain  more  and  more  money? 

The  very  notion  played  against 
my  faith.  I  could  recall  the  words  of 
Jesus  from  Matthew  6:19-21:  “Do 
not  lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  de¬ 
stroy  and  where  thieves  break  in 
and  steal;  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven  ....  For  where 
your  treasure  is,  there  your  heart 
will  be  also.” 

While  I  was  in  desperate  need  of 
employment,  I  could  not  bring  my¬ 
self  to  lie  and  say  that  I  was  money- 
motivatqd.  It  was  more  than 
obvious  that  this  is  what  they  want¬ 
ed  to  hear,  since  it  was  a  commis¬ 
sion-driven  firm  eager  to  play  in  the 
big  leagues  of  high  finance.  One  lie 
and  1  would  probably  breeze  into  a 
new  job.  But  I  don’t  feel  comfort¬ 
able  telling  lies,  so  I  wrote  that  I  was 
unable  to  answer  the  question. 

When  1  handed  in  the  test  paper, 
the  recruitment  officer  scanned  the 
paper  and  instantly  spotted  my  an¬ 
swer.  When  he  asked  me  to  explain 
myself,  I  noted  that  my  idea  of  mo¬ 
tivation  comes  from  the  need  for  se¬ 
renity  which  combines  emotional, 
spiritual  and  professional  satisfac¬ 
tion.  A  reasonable  salary  was  part 
of  this,  I  added,  but  it  certainly  did 
not  goad  me  on. 

Not  surprisingly,  1  did  not  get  the 
job.  My  faith’s  teachings  on  how  not 
to  be  driven  by  material  goods  did 
not  fit  in  with  the  cash-chasing  drive 
that  fueled  the  firm,  nor  would  I  jet¬ 
tison  my  beliefs  just  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  a  biweekly  paycheck. 

Thus,  the  world  is  short  one 
would-be  stockbroker — and  one 
guilty  conscience. 

What  others== 


=are  saying 


“The  lay  ministry  of  women  con-, 
tinues  to  be  controversial  because  it- 
stays  in  touch  with  the  pain  of  wom¬ 
en  and  children — and  that  makes 
our  ministry  real  and  effective.” 

— United  Methodist  laywoman  Pat 
Callbeck-Harper,  Helena,  Mont. 


Alaska  Pacific  University 

invites  you  to  attend  the 

FAITH  &  FISH  WORKSHOP 

in  Anchorage,  Alaska 

Monday,  July  27  through  Sunday,  August  2,  1992 

Join  us  for  a  three-day  workshop  on  "From  Advent  to  Lent: 

Preaching  the  Matthew  Lections  for  Advent,  Christmas  and  Epiphany”  with 

DR.  MARK  TROTTER 

Senior  Minister  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Diego 
and  author  of  You  Haven't  Soon  Anything  Yot. 

Then  head  out  to  Homer,  a  five-hour  drive  from  Anchorage,  for  some  halibut  fishing  on 
Kachemak  Bay,  or  to  Gabbert’s  Camp  on  Alexander  Creek,  just  a  20-minute  flight  from 
Anchorage,  for  some  trout  and  salmon  fishing  at  the  base  of  "Sleeping  Lady,”  the 
beautiful  Mt.  Susitna. 

Alternative  sightseeing  activities  will  be  available 
for  accompanying  spouses  and  family  members,  or  for  non-fishers. 

Cost  of  the  three-day  workshop  is  just  $395,  and  includes  meals. 

Airfare,  hotel  accommodations,  and  fishing  trips  are  not  included,  but  special  rates  are 
available. 

For  more  Information  and  reservations,  please  call  or  write: 

Faith  &  Fish  Workshop 
Alaska  Pacific  University 
4101  University  Drive 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99508 

_ (907)  564-8292  _ 
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ASSESSING  DAMAGE:  Consultants 

and  church  and  community  workers  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  flood  damage  assessments  throughout 
Texas,  reported  the  United  Methodist  Commit- 
lee  on  Relief  last  week.  First  reports  indicated 
that  more  than  2,300  homes  in  the  Southwest 
Texas  and  Texas  Annual  Conferences  suffered 
major  damage  because  of  flooding.  Meanwhile, 
reports  from  Puerto  Rico  said  that  the  south 
and  central  parts  of  the  island  were  damaged  by 
floods  from  a  major  storm  that  struck  Jan.  4-5. 
Reportedly  some  United  Methodists  in  the  area 
have  lost  family  members  in  the  flooding.  Con¬ 
tributions  for  flood  relief  efforts  in  both  loca¬ 
tions  may  be  directed  via  annual  conference 
treasurers  to  Advance  No.  901670-1,  Domestic 
Disaster  Response. 

BISHOP  HAS  BYPASS:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area) 
underwent  coronary  bypass 
surgery  last  week  at  New 
England  Deaconess  Hos¬ 
pital.  The  surgery  was  in¬ 
tended  to  replace  three 
blocked  coronary  arteries. 

At  press  time  his  condition 
was  listed  as  stable.  He  was 
expected  to  be  hospitalized 
for  about  a  week  and  to 
have  a  two-  to  three-month  recuperation  at 
home  before  resuming  work. 

DELAY  ASKED:  Faculty  and  administrators 
at  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth  have  asked  Baylor  University  to  “de¬ 
lay  your  plans  for  the  establishment  of  another 
Baptist  seminary."  Baylor  reportedly  plans  to 
open  the  George  W.  Truett  Seminary,  named  for 
the  late  longtime  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Dallas.  Southwestern  Seminary  was  founded  at 
Baylor  in  1908  and  moved  to  Fort  Worth  in 
1910. 

SURVIVES  FIRST  ROUND:  The  first 

Openly  homosexual  person  ever  invited  to  serve 
a  congregation  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  has  survived  a  first  round  of  chal¬ 
lenges,  but  officials  say  the  fight  is  far  from 
over.  By  a  vote  of  105-66,  Presbyterian  leaders 
in  upstate  New  York  rejected  a  demand  last 
week  that  they  rescind  their  previous  endorse¬ 
ment  of  the  Rev.  Jane  Spahr  of  Oakland,  Calif., 
to  serve  as  one  of  four  co-pastors  at  Downtown 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Rochester.  Ms. 
Spahr,  49,  a  divorced  mother  of  two,  is  in  a 
committed  relationship  with  another  wbttlah.  , 
Three  co-pastors  who  serve'  the  800-Tn ember 
church  said  they  invited  Ms.  Spahr  to  join  their 
staff  because  she  was  "head  and  shoulders  the 
best  qualified,  most  skilled,  most  wonderful 
candidate  for  the  job.” 

DISCREDITING:  The  top  staff  official  of 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches  says  a 
campaign  aimed  at  discred¬ 
iting  the  ecumenical  organi¬ 
zation  is  under  way.  The 
Rev.  Frank  Chikane,  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  council, 
said  the  campaign  remind¬ 
ed  him  of  a  statement  by 
South  African  President 
Frederick  W.  de  Klerk  that 
the  government  would  use 
all  means  to  oppose  groups  pushing  for  econom¬ 
ic  and  political  sanctions  against  the  country. 
The  latest  evidence  of  such  a  campaign,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  from  the  council,  is  an  unsigned 
“memorandum”  circulated  to  news  reporters  al¬ 
leging  that  the  council  misused  funds  intended 
to  support  repatriating  South  African  exiles. 

BATTLE  LINES  DRAWN:  Two  months 
after  a  conservative  Episcopal  Church  group 
stunned  the  denomination  by  forming  a  rene¬ 
gade  diocese  for  disgruntled  congregations,  no 
established  parishes  have  come  forward  to  de¬ 
clare  their  allegiance.  However,  small  groups  of 
dissidents  are  beginning  to  establish  new  con¬ 
gregations  linked  to  the  so-called  “missionary 
diocese,”  and  the  battle  lines  are  being  drawn. 
Prints  heading  the  first  two  new  congregations 
to  affiliate  with  the  missionary  diocese  have 
clashed  with  their  bishops  and  say  they  fear 
they  will  be  removed  from  the  denomination’s 
clergy  rolls. 


Frank  Chikane 


Woman's  broken  vow  ends  manhunt 


She's  heroine  after  Missouri  town  held  captive  following  murderous  rampage 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

When  her  small  town  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  Mo.,  was  virtually  held  cap¬ 
tive  by  a  manhunt  for  an  alleged 
murderer  several  weeks  ago,  Dor- 
othymae  Miller  broke  her  promise 
to  a  man  she  hardly  knew. 

As  a  result,  the  82-year-old 
widow’s  presence  of  mind  and 
simply  expressed  faith  brought 
an  unexpectedly  quiet  end  to  a 
shooting  rampage  that  killed  four 
people  and  wounded  one. 

Extraordinary  episode 

According  to  Mrs.  Miller’s  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Gary  P.  Williams  of 
California  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  extraordinary  epi¬ 
sode  began  thus: 

Sometime  on  Dec.  9,  Reserve 
Deputy  Les  Roark  went  to  the 
home  of  James  R.  Johnson  to 
break  up  a  domestic  quarrel. 
During  the  encounter,  Mr.  John¬ 
son  allegedly  shot  the  deputy, 
who  later  died. 

Later  that  same  night,  four 
more  people  were  shot.  Among 
them  was  Pam  Jones,  wife  of  the 
Moniteau  County  sheriff  and 
leader  of  California’s  interde¬ 
nominational  vacation  Bible 
school  last  summer.  Mrs.  Jones 
was  shot  through  the  window  of 
her  home  while  she  entertained  a 
group  of  church  friends  at  a 
Christmas  party. 

Cooper  County  Sheriff  Charles 
Smith  and  Miller  County  Deputy 
Sandra  Wilson  subsequently  were 
shot  near  the  town  square.  Moni¬ 
teau  Deputy  Russell  Boris  was 
shot  at  his  home  near  the  county 
jail  in  California.  Only  Deputy 
Boris  survived. 

As  the  alarm  spread,  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers  from  through¬ 
out  Missouri  converged  on 
California,  about  20  miles  west  of 
Jefferson  City,  the  state  capital. 

Helicopters  circled 

Through  the  night,  said  Mr. 
•Williams,  the  4,000  residents  of 
California  heard  police  helicop¬ 
ters  circling  overhead,  searching 
for  the  suspect. 

The  next  day,  law  enforcement 
officers  ordered  California  busi¬ 
nesses  to  shut  down  and  resi¬ 
dents  to  stay  in  their  locked 
homes  while  the  manhunt  con¬ 
tinued. 


Dorothymae  Miller  (above)  is 
being  hailed  by  her  home¬ 
town  for  her  cool  composure 
and  her  demonstrated  faith 
when  she  was  held  captive  by 
a  murder  suspect  in  her  small 
town  of  California,  Mo.  (see 
map  at  right). 
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That  morning,  Dorothymae 
Miller’s  daughter,  Martha 
Drehle,  telephoned  her  mother  to 
urge  her  to  lock  her  doors.  Lock¬ 
ing  up  was  not  the  usual  practice 
for  Mrs.  Miller,  a  native  Missou¬ 
rian  who  has  lived  in  the  small 
town  since  1980. 

When  Mrs.  Miller  went  to  lock 
her  back  door,  she  found  a  man 
huddled  on  the  enclosed  porch. 
He  reached  through  her  opened 
door,  grasped  her  arm,  and 
backed  her  into  the  house. 

He  told  me  he  wasn't  going  to 
hurt  me,”  Mrs.  Miller  told  the 
Reporter.  “He  said  he  was  in  a 
little  trouble  and  needed  a  place 
to  stay  until  night.  He  wasn’t 
abusive. 


The  two  of  them  listened  to  re¬ 
ports  of  the  massive  search  on  a 
portable  radio,  Mrs.  Miller  said. 

“I  asked  him  if  he  shot  some¬ 
one,  and  he  said,  ‘Yes,  but  1 
didn’t  mean  to,’  ”  she  said.  “He 
stayed  with  his  guns  in  the  bed¬ 
room  where  he  could  see  me  in 
the  kitchen.  I  told  him  Meals  on 
Wheels  would  be  coming  to  bring 
me  something  to  eat,  but  he  said, 
no,  they  weren’t  going  to  have 
Meals  on  Wheels  today.  He  knew 
that  from  the  radio.” 

As  the  morning  wore  on,  Mrs. 
Miller  received  several  calls  from 
the  telephone  prayer  chain  of 
California  UMC,  where  she  is 
one  of  two  volunteer  organists 
and  president  of  United  Method¬ 


ist  Women. 

“They  asked  me  if  I  was  all 
right  and  if  I  locked  my  doors, 
and  I  would  have  to  say  yes,”  she 
said.  “1  couldn’t  tell  them  the 
man  was  in  my  house  with  me.” 

Fixed  him  some  lunch 

Around  noontime,  Mrs.  Miller 
offered  to  fix  the  intruder  some 
lunch.  Before  they  ate,  she  asked 
the  man  if  he  belonged  to  a 
church.  He  replied  that  he  was  a 
Baptist. 

“Then  I  asked  him  if  we  could 
have  a  little  prayer  before  we  ate 
and  he  said  yes,”  she  continued. 
“So  1  prayed  for  all  the  people  in 
the  town  who  were  locked  in 
their  houses  and  for  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  wouldn’t  be  receiving 
their  Meals  on  Wheels  food  and 
that  our  food  would  sustain  us.” 

From  the  noon  television 
news,  Mrs.  Miller  learned  the 
first  detailed  reports  of  the  previ¬ 
ous  night’s  shootings.  The  full 
impact  of  her  situation  sank  in. 

“I  heard  the  TV  report  say  four 
people  had  been  killed,”  she  said. 
“I  turned  to  him  and  asked,  ‘Did 
you  do  that?’ 

“And  he  said  yes.” 

Urged  surrender 

By  mid-aftemoon,  Mrs.  Miller 
said,  she  was  imploring  the  sus¬ 
pect  to  give  himself  up  to  police. 
“But  he  just  said  he  wasn’t  ready 
to  do  that.” 

Then  Mrs.  Miller  urged  her 
captor  to  let  her  go  to  that  eve¬ 
ning’s  planned  party  for  her  so¬ 
rority.  She  assured  the  man  that 
if  she  didn’t  go,  her  concerned 
friends  would  discover  the  sus¬ 
pect  when  they  came  to  check  on 
her. 

“He  said  ‘Oh,  you  can  go;  I’m 
only  staying  until  night,’  ”  she 
told  the  Reporter. 

At  the  scheduled  time,  Richard 
Burnett,  the  husband  of  one  of 
Mrs.  Miller’s  sorority  sisters,  ar¬ 
rived  to  take  her  with  his  wife  to 
their  party. 

“As  we  were  leaving,  I  said  to 
him,  ‘Richard,  I  have  to  tell  you 
something,’  ”  Mrs.  Miller  said.  “I 
think  he  thought  I  was  going  to 
tell  him  I  forgot  my  overnight 
bag,  because  I  often  stay  with 
friends  if  we  go  out  late. 

“But  instead  I  told  him  the 
man  was  in  my  house.  He  was  so 


shocked  he  stopped  the  truck.  I 
said,  ‘Don’t  stop;  he’s  watching 
us!’  ” 

Took  her  to  police 

Mr.  Burnett,  a  retired  highway 
patrolman,  immediately  took 
Mrs.  Miller  to  police  headquar¬ 
ters.  Then  he  brought  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  investigation  out 
to  the  truck  to  interview  Mrs. 
Miller. 

After  informing  police  of  the 
suspect’s  whereabouts,  the  Bur¬ 
netts  and  Mrs.  Miller  proceeded 
to  the  sorority  party  to  avoid 
arousing  suspicion.  Meanwhile, 
police  surrounded  Mrs.  Miller’s 
home  and  began  telephone  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  suspect.  Two 
hours  later,  the  wanted  man  gave 
himself  up. 

James  Johnson,  the  suspect, 
has  been  charged  with  four 
counts  of  first-degree  murder  and 
one  count  of  first-degree  assault 
in  the  shooting  spree. 

Mrs.  Miller,  who  stayed  with 
her  daughter  for  a  couple  of 
weeks  and  didn’t  return  to  her  un¬ 
damaged  home  until  after  Christ¬ 
mas,  said  that  she  prayed  for 
guidance  throughout  her  ordeal. 

'Don't  pray  for  myself' 

“I  don’t  usually  pray  so  much 
for  myself,  even  though  I  have 
health  problems,”  she  noted. 
“But  I  just  prayed  that  the  Lord 
would  show  me  what  to  do. 

“Then  when  Richard  began  in¬ 
sisting  I  tell  the  police,  even 
though  I  had  given  the  man  my 
word  I  wouldn’t  tell,  I  realized  it 
was  the  answer  to  my  prayer.  I 
realized  that  if  I  didn’t  tell  and 
they  found  him  there,  more  peo¬ 
ple  would  be  killed. 

“The  Lord  was  certainly  sitting 
on  my  shoulder." 

Mrs.  Miller  doesn’t  agree  with 
the  fuss  that’s  been  made  over 
her  since  her  experience  was 
made  public. 

“People  have  called  and  sent 
me  cards  and  stopped  to  say 
thank  you,”  she  explained.  “I 
didn’t  think  it  was  something 
they  ought  to  thank  me  for.” 

Her  pastor,  Mr.  Williams,  told 
the  Reporter  he  disagrees. 

“The  community  feels  her 
faith  and  loving  care  with  the 
suspect  helped  bring  a  tragedy  to 
a  peaceful  conclusion.” 


World  Methodist  Peace  Award  honors  Bulgarian  UM 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  Bulgarian  United  Methodist 
pastor  who,  despite  being  impris¬ 
oned  for  his  resistance  to  com¬ 
munism,  has  worked  to  reconcile 
and  heal  his  country  has  been 
honored  with  the  1992  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award. 

According  to  a  release  from  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  the 
Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov,  82,  of  So¬ 
fia,  Bulgaria  is  being  cited  for: 

■  “Having  the  courage  to  tell 
the  truth  as  he  saw  it,  regardless 
of  the  consequences; 

■  “For  his  creativity  in  holding 
together  his  church  in  Bulgaria  in 
the  face  of  harsh  circumstances 
that  threatened  to  scatter  them; 

■  “For  his  consistent  refusal  to 
waver  in  his  conviction,  over  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  40  years,  that  the  church 
would  survive  and  that  people  who 
were  cast  against  each  other  as  ene¬ 
mies  would  be  reconciled." 


In  late  1991,  Mr.  Beslov  was 
among  those  church  leaders  cited 
by  United  Methodist  Bishop  Hein¬ 
rich  Bolleter  (Central  and  Southern 
Europe  Area)  as  instrumental  in  the 
resurgence  of  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  former  Iron-Cur¬ 
tain  countries  (see  UMR,  Nov.  22). 

Mr.  Beslov’s  pastoral  ministry 
has  been  one  of  “suffering  and 
helping  Christian  congregations 
to  survive  in  a  very  difficult 
time,”  Bishop  Bolleter  told  the 
Reporter  last  week. 

In  1947,  Mr.  Beslov  was  as¬ 
signed  by  Bishop  Paul  N.  Garber 
of  the  United  States  to  be  pastor 
of  the  Dr.  Long  Methodist 
Church  in  Sofia,  Bulgaria. 

However,  Mr.  Beslov’s  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  communist  regime 
brought  a  swift  response  from  the 
government  to  his  appointment. 

Instead  of  taking  up  his  pastor¬ 
ate,  he  was  confined  to  prison 
and  work  camps  for  14  years. 


Mr.  Beslov  has  said  he  still  has 
the  notes  for  his  intended  first 
sermon  that  he  could  not  preach 
because  of  his  imprisonment. 

Even  when  he  was  set  free,  Mr. 
Beslov  remained  under  constant 
secret  police  surveillance  and 
could  not  resume  his  ministry. 
Despite  the  surveillance,  he 
served  as  a  model  for  younger 
generations  of  Bulgarian  Meth¬ 
odists,  who  pressed  for  peaceful 
change  and  the  freedom  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  Gospel  in  their  land. 

Since  the  downfall  of  commu¬ 
nism,  Mr.  Beslov  has  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  securing  official 
recognition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Bulgaria,  Bishop 
Bolleter  said.  While  pursuing  his 
goal,  Mr.  Beslov  met  face-to-face 
with  those  who  earlier  had  perse¬ 
cuted  him. 

“I  do  not  want  them  to  be  pun¬ 
ished  nor  to  be  treated  as  I  have 
been  treated,”  the  82-year-old 
pastor  reportedly  told  his  bishop. 


Bishop  Bolleter  said  that  when 
he  called  Mr.  Beslov  to  inform 
him  of  the  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award,  Mr.  Beslov  re¬ 
sponded:  “God  only  knows  if  I 
am  worthy.  I  can  only  receive  it 
if  I  am  allowed  to  stand  in  for  all 
the  others,”  meaning  other  perse¬ 
cuted  Christian  pastors,  now  de¬ 
ceased,  who  worked  to  keep  the 
faith  alive  under  communism. 

The  award  is  expected  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mr.  Beslov  during  the 
meeting  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  Executive  Committee 
Sept.  21-26  in  Varna,  Bulgaria. 

The  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  was  established  in  1977. 
Fourteen  people,  including  heads 
of  state  Anwar  Sadat,  Jimmy  Car¬ 
ter  and  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  have 
been  honored  for  extraordinary 
courage,  creativity  and  consisten¬ 
cy  in  their  efforts  to  promote  hu¬ 
man  reconciliation  and  peace. 
Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Ba- 
lay  contributed  to  this  report. 
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Zdravko  Beslov 

.  . .  Bulgarian  UM  pastor 


OF  COURSE  YOU  CAN  AFFORD  IT! 


Many  pastors  and  lay  leaders  assume 
that  a  professionally  produced  weekly 
church  newspaper  which  includes  con¬ 
ference,  national  and  international  reli¬ 
gious  news,  as  well  as  local  church 
news,  is  beyond  their  reach  financially. 

Give  us  a  call  today  and  let  us  show 
you  that  a  weekly  edition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
within  your  congregation’s  budget  ca¬ 
pabilities!  And  a  UMR  edition  can  help 
members  of  your  congregation  develop 
a  better  understanding  of  their  rela¬ 
tionship  both  to  one  another  and  to 
the  church  at  large. 


Call  collect  or  write  to: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop,  UMR  Special  Editions, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


Theft  inadvertently  aids  UM  'food  lift'  to  Russia 

United  Methodist  News  Service  - - 


Thanks  to  the  Grinch  who  almost 
stole  Christmas  from  a  Long  Island 
United  Methodist  church,  30  boxes 
of  food  are  being  shipped  to  needy 
Russian  citizens. 

The  food  parcels  are  intended  for 
the  emergency  food  lift  being  coor¬ 
dinated  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  The  amount 
of  donations  exceeded  expectations. 

When  New  York  media  reported 
how  thieves  had  taken  Christmas 
presents  for  needy  families  and 
food  from  a  relief  box  during  a  Dec. 
15  burglary,  Farmingdale  United 
Methodist  Church  was  the  benefi¬ 
ciary  of  an  outburst  of  community 
giving. 

“We  received  back  not  only  toys, 
wrapped  clothing  and  dry-goods 
items,  but  quantities  of  food,”  the 
Rev.  Edward  ("Ned’’)  Eastman, 


"We  received  back  not  only  toys,  wrapped  clothing 
and  dry-goods  items,  but  quantities  of  food." 

— Edward  ("Ned")  Eastman 


pastor,  said. 

The  700-member  congregation 
used  the  food  and  cash  donations  to 
fill  30  UMCOR  parcels,  which  cost 
about  $40  each.  On  Jan.  7,  the  box¬ 
es  were  sent  to  UMCOR’s  ware¬ 
house  in  New  Windsor,  Md.,  to 
await  shipping. 

UMCOR’s  emergency  food  lift  is 
one  of  the  Soviet-related  projects  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

When  an  appeal  went  out  to  local 
pastors  in  early  December,  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Weaver,  UMCOR’s  interim 
associate  general  secretary,  reported 
that  “we  have  had  enough  calls  to 


indicate  it  is  being  received  widely 
across  the  church.” 

UMCOR’s  first  shipment  of  box¬ 
es,  ordered  from  Sweden,  was  deliv¬ 
ered  to  Russia  Dec.  17.  A  second 
order,  of  another  1,040  parcels, 
should  arrive  in  Moscow  in  mid-  or 
late  January,  according  to  Weaver. 

The  Rev.  Adam  Kuczma,  former 
superintendent  of  the  Poland  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Warsaw, 
has  agreed  to  work  as  an  UMCOR 
liaison  in  Moscow.  He  will  assist  in 
the  delivery  of  food  to  the  Moscow 
warehouse  and  in  its  distribution  to 
individuals  and  institutions,  Dr. 
Weaver  said. 


Recent  media  reports  from  the 
former  Soviet  Union — especially 
since  price  controls  were  lifted  Jan. 
1 — have  highlighted  the  long  lines 
for  and  the  high  prices  of  the  limit¬ 
ed  amount  of  food  available.  The 
elderly,  whose  fixed  pensions  have 
become  practically  worthless,  are 
among  the  most  vulnerable. 

That  kind  of  information,  along 
with  discussions  in  Sunday  school  and 
during  worship  services,  convinced  the 
1,600  members  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas, 
to  gather  more  than  a  ton  of  food  for 
the  emergency  food  lift. 

Churches  needing  specific  infor¬ 
mation  about  packing  and  shipping 
boxes  for  the  food  lift  can  call  the 
warehouse,  toll-free,  at  (800)  967- 
7301.  People  wishing  to  volunteer 
for  packing  details  should  contact 
Earl  Griswold  at  (410)  848-9635. 
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Faith 

= connections 

WOMEN  BISHOPS'  DIALOGUE:  a 

dialogue  with  two  women  bishops — one  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  the  other  an  Episcopalian — is  set 

I  for  the  "Women  and  the 
Word”  seminar  March  19-20  _ 
at  United  Methodist-related 
Boston  University  School  of 
Theology.  Featured  on 
“Women  Preaching:  Power 
for  Transformation,  Preach¬ 
ing  the  Good  News,  Speaking 
the  Truth”  will  be  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Susan  M. 
Morrison  of  Philadelphia 
and  Episcopal  Bishop  Bar¬ 
bara  C.  Harris  of  Boston. 
Also  addressing  issues  of 
power  in  church  and  society 
will  be  Diana  Eck,  a  United 
Methodist  and  professor  of 
comparative  religion  and 
Judaic  Studies  at  Harvard 
Divinity  School.  The  event 
is  sponsored  by  the  Anna  Howard  Shaw  Center. 
Additional  information  is  available  from  its  di¬ 
rector,  Margaret  Wiborg,  745  Commonwealth 
Ave.,  Boston.  Mass.  02215. 

POTATO  DELIVERY:  Close  to  50,000 
pounds  of  potatoes  were  delivered  to  Chicago 
food  pantries  and  soup  kitchens  in  time  for 
Christmas,  thanks  to  Northern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence’s  United  Methodist  Men.  The  Society  of 
St.  Andrew  delivered  a  truckload — 950  bags  of 
potatoes,  at  50  pounds  each — in  response  to  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  appeal  for  food.  The 
conference  men’s  fellowship  pledged  last  fall  to 
contribute  $15,000  for  the  Society's  “Potato 
Project”  during  1992.  The  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan, 
a  United  Methodist  clergyman  and  founder  of 
the  Virginia-based  St.  Andrew  project,  will 
speak  at  the  United  Methodist  Men’s  annual 
meeting  in  Chicago  in  February. 

NEW  NAME:  The  magazine  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music 
and  Other  Arts  has  a  new  name.  With  the  Janu- 
ary-February  issue,  the  former  “News  Notes” 
became  “Worship  Arts.”  Editor  David  Wiltse 
wrote  that  the  name  change  “better  reflects  the 
magazine’s  constituency,  content  and  its  atti¬ 
tude  about  the  graces  needed  for  effective  [wor¬ 
ship]  leadership.” 

WOMEN'S  LEADER  DIES:  Retired 

United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  staff 
member  Gene  Elizabeth  Maxwell  died  Jan.  5  in 
Orlando,  Fla.,  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

JOINS  ECUFILM:  American  Baptist-made 
films  and  videos  will  become  part  of  EcuFilm, 
an  ecumenical  library  and  distribution  service, 
beginning  in  May.  American  Baptist  Film  and 
Video  Library  will  cease  independent  operation 
May  1,  Furman  York,  EucFilm’s  director,  said 
Jan.  7.  The  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.  will  become  one  of  the  cooperating 
groups  that  make  up  EcuFilm.  Other  cooperat¬ 
ing  groups  are:  the  National  and  World  councils 
of  churches;  Maryknoll  Missioners;  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America;  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.);  the  United  Church  of 
Christ;  the  Episcopal  Church;  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Information  on  EcuFilm, 
administered  by  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  is  available  at  810  12th  Ave.  S.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37203. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Magic  carpet'  gives  look  at  world  missions 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

MONTERREY,  Mexico — 
Imagine  taking  a  magic  carpet  ride 
_to  any  mission  project  in  Method- 
lsmTWhere  would  vou-go? 

Would  it  be  to  Sao  Paulo,  Bra¬ 
zil,  to  help  educate  street  chil¬ 
dren;  to  India  to  purchase  dairy 
cattle  to  provide  milk  for  poor 
children;  or  to  Angola  to  cheer 
the  delivery  of  a  40-foot  contain¬ 
er  filled  with  clothes,  shoes  and 
sewing  machines? 

The  20  members  of- United 
Methodism’s  Committee  of  The 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 
took  that  imaginary  trip  last  week 
as  they  envisioned  those  projects 
during  their  annual  meeting  in 
Monterrey  in  Eastern  Mexico. 

1,426  projects  approved 

The  Advance  is  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  program  of 

UM  calendar 
error  tests 
Baptists'  faith 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  Southern 
Baptist  couple  thinks  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  test¬ 
ed  their  commitment  to  inter¬ 
faith  cooperation  by  giving  out 
the  couple’s  home  number  in  er¬ 
ror  as  the  phone-order  line  for 
the  popular  United  Methodist 
program  calendar. 

When  the  publishing  house 
transposed  two  digits  in  the 
church’s  Church  School  Publica¬ 
tions’  order  line,  Ken  and  Morlee 
Maynard  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  sud¬ 
denly  were  besieged  with  phone 
orders  for  the  program  calendar. 

The  couple  was  befuddled  by  the 
requests  for  United  Methodist  cal¬ 
endars  because  Mrs.  Maynard 
works  at  the  Southern  Baptists’ 
publishing  company,  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board. 

An  erratum  will  be' printed  in 
future  shipments  of  the  calendar 
as  well  as  in  churchwide  news 
publications. 


"Imagine  places  that  you  and  I 
would  never  go.  Imagine  being 
among  those  people  who  offer  a 
dream  that  becomes  an  Advance 
project  proposal." 

— Bishop  Judith  Craig 


“second-mile”  giving  for  mis¬ 
sions. 

The  committee  approved 
1,426  mission  projects  and/or 
programs  totaling  some  $138 
million. 

“Imagine  places  that  you  and  I 
would  never  go,”  said  Bishop  Ju¬ 
dith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  who 
is  ending  four  years  as  chair  of 
the  committee.  “Imagine  being 
among  those  people  who  offer  a 
dream  that  becomes  an  Advance 
project  proposal. 

“That  proposal  becomes  a  real¬ 


ity  and  is  approved  as  an  Ad¬ 
vance  project.  Now  the  story  of 
that  project  begins  to  be  told.  It 
flows  back  out  to  the  confer¬ 
ences,  the  districts  and  the  local 
churches.  And  your  local  church 
says,  ‘We  want  to  go  there,  right 
there,  to  the  place  in  our 
dreams.’  ” 

Requests  for  aid  reached  from 
Lima,  Ohio,  to  Lima,  Peru.  Ad¬ 
vance  committee  members  gave 
"prayerful  consideration”  to 
projects  under  five  areas:  World 
Division  projects  through  the  Af¬ 


rica,  Europe  and  the  Middle  East 
region;  Latin  America  and  Carib¬ 
bean  region;  and  the  Asia/Pacific 
region;  National  Division  proj¬ 
ects;  and  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  projects. 

Projects  examined 

Five  project  approval  teams 
examined  each  application,  ask¬ 
ing  such  questions  as,  “Will  this 
project  receive  local  support 
from  those  submitting  the  re¬ 
quest?”  or  “Will  this  project  be 
difficult  to  promote?” 

Advance  committee  members 
from  the  Africa,  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East  regions  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  promoting  the 
projects  should  check  titles  for 
clarity  and  review  each  project 
application  more  closely,  espe¬ 
cially  concerning  requests  for 
capital  improvements,  vehicles 


and  general  scholarships. 

Other  recommendations  ap-; 
proved  during  last  week’s  meet-: 
ing  included: 

■  Permission  to  open  a  special; 
account  for  the  Liberian  Annual- 
Conference  that  will  include  a  rel 
volving  loan  fund  of  $50,000  for 
women’s  projects  and  a  vocations’ 
training  program  for  persons  re¬ 
covering  from  the  Liberian  civil 
war,  also  at  $50,000. 

■  Permission  to  open  a  special 
account  for  the  church’s  three 
episcopal  areas  in  the  Republic 
of  Zaire,  $100,000,  for  “post¬ 
war”  ministries.  The  monies  will 
be  divided  between  the  five  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  that  country. 

■  Permission  to  approve  a  spe¬ 
cial  request  from  the  Liberia  An¬ 
nual  Conference  for  a  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  near 
Monrovia,  $278,540  (see  accom¬ 
panying  story). 


Liberian  UMs'  proposal  to  assist 
war  orphans  speeds  to  approval 


Liberian  children  traumatized 
by  their  nation's  recent  war, 
similar  to  this  boy  on  a  Mon¬ 
rovia  street,  will  be  aided  by  a 
new  United  Methodist  home. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MONTERREY,  Mexico— 
When  the  Rev.  Emmanuel  Baily 
returned  to  Michigan  from  his 
native  land  of  Liberia  in  West 
Africa,  he  couldn’t  wait  to  tell 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  about  an  ex¬ 
citing  new  proposal  for  a  United 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  for 
orphans  of  that  war-tom  nation. 

He  rushed  to  hand-deliver  the 
six-page  proposal  from  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area) 
to  Bishop  Craig  on  Jan.  6  and 
asked,  “Is  it  too  late  for  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  to  consider 
this  special  request?” 

Bishop  Craig  was  flying  to 
Monterrey  the  next  day  to  chair 
that  committee’s  final  meeting  of 
thisquadrenniumJan.7-15. 
Projects  approved  during  that 
time  would  be  listed  in  the  next 
catalogue  for  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  bishop  told  Mr.  Baily  that 
the  deadline  had  passed.  The 
“wheels  of  our  church  bureaucracy 


The  Liberians'  well- 
documented  proposal 
was  so  impressive  that 
the  usually  slow- 
moving  "wheels  of 
bureaucracy"  turned 
into  a  rocket. 

would  not  turn  that  fast,”  she  said. 
Nonetheless,  she  agreed  to  offer 
Bishop  Kulah’s  proposal  for  consid¬ 
eration  by  the  Advance  committee. 

Her  assessment  proved  wrong. 
Within  24  hours,  the  Advance 
committee  examined  and  ap¬ 
proved  the  project. 

Advance  committee  members 
were  so  impressed  by  the  Liberian 
United  Methodists’  well-docu¬ 
mented  proposal  that  the  usually 
slow-moving  “wheels  of  bureau¬ 
cracy”  turned  into  a  rocket. 

The  Liberian  children’s  home 
became  the  first  new  project  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  Advance  number  and  re¬ 


ceive  some  funding.  Total  asking 
for  the  project  is  $278,540. 

The  project  will  be  named 
“The  Judith  Craig  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home.”  Sched¬ 
uled  to  be  built  on  six  acres  of 
land  in  the  Liberian  capital  of 
Monrovia,  it  is  said  to  be  the  first 
United  Methodist  children’s  fa¬ 
cility  on  the  continent  of  Africa. 

It  will  provide  a  home  for  up 
to  250  orphans,  counseling  ses¬ 
sions,  primary  education,  pre¬ 
ventive  health  care,  social  and 
recreational  activities  and  Chris¬ 
tian  education. 

A  special  service  will  provide 
room,  board  and  counseling  for 
children  traumatized  from  wit¬ 
nessing  atrocities  of  war. 

United  Methodists  may  con¬ 
tribute  immediately  to  this  Ad¬ 
vance  special  project  by  sending 
donations  through  annual  con¬ 
ference  treasurers  to  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  No. 
011551-1PT. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


'Good-hearted'  man  credits  faith,  friends  for  his  new  life 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Stan  Bohn,  lay  leader  at  Man¬ 
ley’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Paris,  Tenn.,  has  a 
good  heart.  But  that  has  not  al¬ 
ways  been  the  case. 

Retired  at  35  because  of  heart 
disease,  the  former  firefighter  is 
Tennessee’s  longest-living  heart 
transplant  recipient. 

“I  just  celebrated  my  sixth  an¬ 
niversary  (in  the  fall  of  1991)  and 
everything’s  perfect,"  he  said. 

He  and  his  wife  moved  to  Par¬ 
is  in  1979,  and  shortly  after  they 


got  settled,  “Inez  Norwood  came 
over  to  our  house  and  asked  us  to 
visit  her  church,  Manley’s  Cha¬ 
pel.  Our  friends  in  Pennsylvania 
said  Southerners  wouldn't  accept 
us,  but  they  took  us  right  in.” 

Mr.  Bohn  credits  Southern 
doctors  for  ignoring  the  predic¬ 
tions  of  medical  experts  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  too. 

“I’d  be  dead  by  now  if  I  hadn’t 
moved  to  Tennessee,”  he  said. 

Doctors  in  Pennsylvania  had 
told  him  his  condition  was  inop¬ 
erable,  but  cardiologists  at  Meth¬ 
odist  Central  Hospital  in 


Memphis  were  willing  to  perform 
bypass  surgery. 

“Before  the  surgery,  I  could 
barely  walk;  I  couldn’t  breathe,” 
Mr.  Bohn  said.  And,  although  he 
“felt  great”  afterward,  his  trou¬ 
bles  were  far  from  over. 

He  developed  a  faulty  heart 
rhythm,  requiring  a  pacemaker, 
an  experimental  model  that 
eventually  threw  him  into  cardi¬ 
ac  arrest. 

“I  keeled  over  walking  down 
the  street  by  the  Paris  court¬ 
house,”  he  said.  “Douglas  Nor¬ 
wood,  a  friend  of  mine  who  goes 


to  my  church,  got  me  up,  shoved 
me  into  his  truck  and  took  me  to 
the  doctor." 

When  those  episodes  put  him 
back  at  Methodist  Central  sever¬ 
al  more  times,  church  members 
“kept  food  in  the  house  for  Bar¬ 
bara,  gave  her  money  to  drive 
back  and  forth  to  Memphis.” 

When  he  was  told  he  needed  a 
new  heart,  Earl  and  Fay  Carter 
drove  him  to  St.  Thomas  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Nashville  for  tests. 

When  he  was  waiting  for  a 
heart  to  match  his  blood  type, 
church  members  and  the  pastor, 


the  Rev.  Gene  Rollins,  visited 
him. 

And  when  word  came  that  a 
heart  was  available,  Mr.  Rollins 
and  his  wife  prayed  with  him. 

The  operation  at  St.  Thomas 
took  1 1  hours,  and  Mr.  Bohn 
made  progress  in  the  weeks  fol¬ 
lowing  until  both  of  his  lungs  col¬ 
lapsed.  "But  I’m  stable  now,”  he 
pointed  out. 

This  feature  is  based  on  a  recent 
article  by  Cathy  Farmer  in  the 
Memphis  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac- 

ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  a  con¬ 
fessional,  evangelical  seminary  in  the  Wesleyan- 
Arminian  tradition,  is  seeking  candidates  for  the 
position  of  Director  of  Continuing  Education. 
The  position  will  direct  the  present  programs  of 
continuing  education  of  the  seminary,  plus  assist 
with  new  programs  in  connection  with  the  devel¬ 
oping  Beeson  Center  for  Biblical  Preaching  and 
Pastoral  Leadership.  Academic  credentials  pre¬ 
ferred  but  not  required  in  one  or  more  of  the  fol- 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits.  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd„  Philadelphia,  PA  19120  (215)  329-7321. 

company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  Conference  Treasurer 
and  Director  of  Administrative  Services.  Iowa 
Annual  Conference  seeks  Conference  Treasurer 
and  Director  of  Administrative  Services.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  also  include:  Administrator  for  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Pensions;  Registered  Agent  for 
Conference  Corporations  and  governmental 
agencies.  For  application  and  position  descrip¬ 
tion.  contact:  C.  J.  Gauger,  Chairperson,  CCFA, 
1019  Chestnut  St.,  Des  Moines.  IA  50309  (515) 
283-1991.  Application  deadline  is  February  29, 
1992. 

lowing  areas:  Church  History,  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  Management  and  Administration.  Some 
teaching  opportunities  may  be  possible.  Ordina¬ 
tion  or  equivalent  ministry  experience  required. 
U.S.  citizenship  is  required.  Contact  Dr.  Leslie 
Andrews,  Acting  Provost,  Wilmore,  KY  40390; 
(606)  858-3581.  Closing  Date  for  applications  is 
March  15,  1992.  EOE/AA. 

UNIVERSITY  MINISTER.  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University,  an  independent  liberal  arts  universi¬ 
ty,  invites  applications  and  nominations  for  the 
position  of  University  Minister.  The  University 
Minister  is  responsible  for  providing  leadership 
in  the  spiritual  and  ethical  life  of  the  University 
community  and  in  the  development  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  religious  life  program.  Specific  responsi- 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Center  for  Pacific 
and  Asian  American  Ministries.  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont.  Appointment  effective  July  1, 
1992.  Send  letter  of  application,  resume,  three 
references  by  January  31,  1992  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  c/o  Academic  Dean,  School  of  Theology 
at  Claremont,  1325  N.  College  Ave.,  Claremont, 
CA  9171 1-3199.  AAEOE. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
membership  approximately  2400,  in  Ocala,  Flori¬ 
da,  seeking  Choir  Director  for  adult,  youth,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  bell  choirs.  Responsibility  for  total 
church  music  program,  including  planning  and 
fiscal  organization  through-out  the  year.  Ability 
to  play  organ/piano  required.  Salary  depending 
on  qualifications.  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1 126  E. 
Silver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala,  FL  32670. 

and  functions,  pastoral  counseling  and  support, 
religious  life  programming,  educational  activi¬ 
ties,  and  full  involvement  in  the  University  com¬ 
munity.  The  University  Minister  reports  directly 
to  the  President  of  the  University.  Nebraska  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  has  a  tradition  of  dedication  to 
teaching  excellence  and  undergraduate  liberal 
arts  education.  Wesleyan  currently  enrolls  ap¬ 
proximately  1,650  students.  Wesleyan  seeks  an 
individual  who  shares  its  commitment  to  out- 

BEST  OF  BRITAIN  TOUR.  England,  Wales, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  16  days,  July  13-28,  1992.  For 
information,  brochure  call  (301)  662-1464  or 
write:  Britain  Tour,  131  W.  Second  St.,  Freder¬ 
ick.  MD  21701. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Large 
Methodist  Church  consisting  of  5800  members  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  its  Music  Ministry.  This  in¬ 
cludes  a  250-member  sanctuary  choir,  handbell 
choirs,  youth  and  children  choirs,  a  six  event  con¬ 
cert  series  and  church  orchestra.  Please  forward 

standing  liberal  arts  and  professional  education 
and  scholarship.  Applicants  must  have  qualities 
of  religious,  intellectual  and  moral  leadership; 
skills  in  preaching  and  leadership  of  worship  in  a 
pluralistic  university  community;  capacity  for 
pastoral  counseling  of  students,  faculty  and  staff 
facing  personal  crises;  ability  to  motivate  stu- 
dents  in  service  to  the  community  and  in  spiritu¬ 
al  and  personal  growth;  and  administrative  and 
collegial  abilities.  The  successful  candidate  will 
have:  A  theological  degree  from  an  accredited 
seminary,  ordination  as  an  Elder,  and  member¬ 
ship  in  the  United  Methodist  Church;  Strong 
skills  in  pastoral  and  other  kinds  of  counseling; 
Communication  skills  and  the  ability  to  work 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

three  references,  personal  statement  of  faith,  a 
statement  of  your  vision  of  a  large  church  music 
ministry  and  a  list  of  works  you  have  conducted. 
Send  Application  to:  Director  of  Music  Ministry 
Search  Committee.  Attn.:  Mr.  John  Braid,  Ros¬ 
well  United  Methodist  Church,  814  Mimosa 
Blvd.,  Roswell,  GA  30075. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

DISCOVERY  —  EUREKA  SPRINGS,  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Beautiful  Ozark  mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting,  240 
acres,  lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

positively  with  individuals  of  a  wide  variety  of 
religious  persuasions;  A  record  of  successful  expe¬ 
rience  in  or  with  a  campus  ministry,  preferably  in 
a  private  liberal  arts  college  or  university;  A  theo- 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-5607. 

society.  Application  review  will  begin  on  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  199z,  and  continue  until  the  position  is 
filled.  Applications  and  nominations  should  in¬ 
clude  a  letter  of  application  stating  how  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  qualifications  and  accomplishments  meet 
the  needs  of  the  position;  a  current  resume;  the 
names,  positions,  addresses  and  phone  numbers 
of  five  references.  Address  applications  to  Ne¬ 
braska  Wesleyan  University,  Attention:  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Quinn,  Executive  Assistant  to  the  President, 
5000  Saint  Paul,  Lincoln,  NE  68504. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS.  Sue  Bennett 
College,  an  independent,  coeducational,  liberal 
arts  institution  related  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  invites  applications  for  the  position  of 
Director  of  Admissions.  Applications  and  nomi¬ 
nations  should  be  sent  to:  Dr.  Paul  G.  Bunnell, 
President,  Sue  Bennett  College,  151  College 
Street.  London,  KY  40741. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME7 STUDY.  SAVE 

$$$  Catalog  $1  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Director  of  Retreats 
and  Volunteer  Ministries,  Wesley  Woods  United 
Methodist  Camp  near  Indianola,  Iowa  seeks  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Retreats  and  Volunteer  Minis¬ 
tries.  Application  deadline:  Feb.  15.  Call  (515) 
961-4523. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  FiU 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

YOUR  MARQUEE  SIGN  can  attract,  bring  new 
people  when  you  use  fresh,  catchy  messages. 
“Sign  Solutions”  newsletter  brings  you  ideas  plus 

16  samples  monthly  for  $  19/yr.  Sign  Solutions, 
Box  92186,  Albuquerque,  NM  87199. 

Centenary  gets  grant  for  service  projects 

By  |ANIE  FLOURNOY 

SHREVEPORT,  La.— Two  stu¬ 
dents  are  the  driving  force  behind 
an  innovative  program  intended  to 
benefit  themselves  and  others  at 
United  Methodist-related  Centena¬ 
ry  College  through  a  new  three-part 
educational  plan. 

The  plan,  including  community 
service,  intercultural  experience 
and  career  exploration,  becomes 
mandatory  starting  with  next  fall’s 
freshman  class. 

The  plan  was  shaped  last  year  in 
an  11 -member  “leadership  class" 
conducted  by  Barrie  Richardson, 
dean  of  Centenary’s  Frost  School  of 
Business. 

But  students  Julie  Steed  of 
Monroe,  La.,  and  Heath  Elliott  of 
Shreveport  are  credited  with  help¬ 
ing  turn  the  plan,  hours  of  hard 
work  and  a  $10,000  foundation 
grant  into  reality. 

As  their  own  project,  they  have 
chosen  the  community  service  por¬ 
tion  of  the  new  plan. 

They  helped  shape  its  design  and 
secured  its  funding  from  the  Frost 
Foundation,  a  33-year-old  educa¬ 
tional,  charitable  and  religious 
foundation. 

As  the  student-oriented  plan  took 
shape,  Ms.  Steed  and  Mr.  Elliott 
emerged  as  spokespersons  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  presented  the  plan  to  Cen¬ 
tenary  faculty  for  final  approval. 

“The  college  really  believes  that 
students  have  an  obligation  to  give 
back  to  society  and  in  so  doing  im¬ 
prove  themselves,”  Dr.  Richardson 
said. 


"Volunteering  is  both  a  fine  Methodist  Church,”  Dr.  Richard- 
American  tradition  and  a  central  te-  son  said.  “We  are  a  liberal  arts  col- 
net  in  the  mission  of  The  United  lege  with  Methodist  roots.” 


^ chermer’s 

Pecans 

What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  .  .  .  all  the  money  you  need! 

Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 

P Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans^ 

□  YESlOur  money  selling  J  . 

|  Pecans.  Please  rush  Free  Information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for  | 
j  fund  raising.  j 

|  Your  Name  _ _  Title _ | 

|  Ciroup  s  Name  _ _ _ |  . 

I  Your  Address  _ . _ | 

I  City  _ _ _  state  _ _ 7-ip _ | 

I  Your  Telephone  i  ) _ I 

J  Date  of  Sale  _  No  Members  Selling _ I 

•  Return  to  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans  f1 

I  P.O.  Box  3650.  Albany  GA  3P0H  91A  | 


Fo^BfajPKation,  use  order  form 
TOLLWfeE  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O  Box  .5650  /  Albany.  GA  31708 


guaranteed  that  only 
the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 
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With  Appreciation 
to  the  United 
Methodist  Women 

William  B.  Oden 

Across  Louisiana,  January  26th  will  be  celebrated  in  many  of  our 
churches  as  United  Methodist  Women  Sunday.  Some  worship  services 
will  have  United  Methodist  Women  speakers.  Others  will  have  the  rec¬ 
ognition  as  a  part  of  the  Liturgy.  All  of  us  together  share  the  joy  of  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  role  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  in  the  life  of  our 
church. 

I  have  taught  in  many  United  Methodist  Women  mission  schools 
and  have  participated  in  local,  state  and  national  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assemblies.  I  know  of  no  other  group  that  better  pushes  the 
church  toward  the  edge  of  mission  as  does  the  UMW.  They  continually 
hold  before  all  of  us  a  vision  of  global  mission. 

I  salute  the  United  Methodist  Women  as  we  prepare  for  a  special 
Sunday  of  Celebration.  I  am  thankful  for  their  existence  and  most  ap¬ 
preciative  of  what  they  have  done  and  continue  to  do  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 
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Bishop  Oden  Offers  Views 
on  Itineracy  in  New  Book 


United  Methodists  are  in  wide¬ 
spread  agreement  that  revisioning 
of  the  itineracy  system  is  critical  to 
the  future  of  the  denomination. 
However,  debate  rather  than  una¬ 
nimity  prevails  over  divergent  im¬ 
ages  of  a  re-visioned  appointive 
process  and  system.  No  part  of  the 
denomination,  laity,  clergy  or  epis¬ 
copacy  remains  untouched  or  with¬ 
out  opinion  about  the  inherent 
merits,  problems  or  possibilities. 

Louisiana  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  is  a  strong  proponent  of  the 
itineracy  and  believes  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  denomination  support 
some  form  of  the  itinerate  system. 
In  the  new  book,  Send  Me?  The 
Itineracy  in  Crisis,  (Abingdon, 
1991),  Bishop  Oden  challenges  the 
concern  for  individualism  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  disciplinary  mandate  for 
a  willingness  to  go  where  sent. 

In  his  chapter,  “Without  Reserve: 
A  Critical  Appreciation  of  the  Itin¬ 
eracy,"  Bishop  Oden  suggests,  "that 
United  Methodist  itineracy  is  a  part 
of  God’s  plan  of  sharing  the  urgency 
of  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  all  the  people  . . .” 


His  views  are  presented,  along 
with  fourteen  other  authors,  in  this 
new  release  on  the  itineracy  edited 
by  Dr.  Donald  H.  Messer,  president 
of  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  The 
purpose  of  the  book,  according  to 
Dr.  Messer,  is  “to  advance  the  de¬ 
bate,  not  to  orchestrate  a  grand  fi¬ 
nale  or  preconceived  conclusion.” 

As  the. debate  builds,  as  it  most 
certainly  will,  Messer  hopes  the  pro¬ 
vocative  essays  compiled  in  Send 
Me?  The  Itineracy  in  Crisis  will 
stimulate  imaginative  theological 
thinking. 

Bishop  Oden  adds  that  this  is  the 
first  book  on  the  itineracy  since 
1 956.  He  hopes  that  it  will  be  wide¬ 
ly  read  and  discussed  throughout 
United  Methodism. 

Other  contributors  to  the  book 
are  Russell  E.  Richey,  Joon  Kwan 
Un,  M.  Kent  Millard,  Donald  H. 
Treese,  Lyle  E.  Schaller,  Sally  B. 
Geis,  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison, 
Gilbert  H.  Caldwell,  Bonnie  J. 
Messer,  Denise  Johnson  Stovall, 
Kenneth  L.  Waters,  Lydia  J.  Wa¬ 
ters,  and  Rebecca  S.  Chopp. 


Convocation  Of  Boards  Agenda 

January  30-31,  1992 

Thursday,  January  30 

10:00  a.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

First  Church  Parlor 

i  Board  of  Pensions  — 

Headquarters 

Executive  Committee 

Building 
(3rd  Floor) 

1 2:00  noon  Conference  COM  Executive 

Headquarters 

Committee 

Building 

1 :30  p.m.  Board  of  Pensions 

Room  1 1 2, 

First  Church 

2:00  p.m.  Church  Extension  & 

Lyle  Hall 

Revitalization 

3:00  p.m.  CrossLines  Ministry 

Room  1 1 5 

4:00  p.m.  Disaster  Preparedness  &  Relief 

Room  1 1 7 

Conference  Center  Board  of 

Headquarters 

T  rustees 

Building 

Health  &  Welfare 

Room  1 1 3 

4:30  p.m.  Communications  Committee 

Room  107 

6:30  p.m.  Convocation  Dinner 

Gym 

Friday,  January  31 

7:00  a.m.  Board  of  Trustees 

Sheraton  Hotel 

7:30  a.m.  Board  of  Laity 

Sheraton  Hotel 

9:00  a.m.  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

Room  1 1 3 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

First  Church  Parlor 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  Hall 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Room  107 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Board  of  Higher  Education 

Room  1 1 4 

Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries  Room  105 

Commission  on  Archives 

Room  108 

&  History 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

Room  106 

Christian  Unity  & 

Room  1 1 7 

Interreligious  Concerns 

Committee  on  Special  Ministries 

Room  116  ! 

1 0:00  a.m.  Council  on  Finance  and 

Headquarters 

Administration 

Building 

Commission  on  Status  and  Role 

Room  1 1 8 

of  Women 

10:00  Town  &  Country  Min. 

Wesley 

12:00  noon  Committee  on  Episcopacy 

Headquarters 

Building 

3:00  p.m.  Council  on  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

United  Methodist  Women's  Sunday:  January  26 


Members  of  the  Mer  Rouge  United  Methodist  Women  who  participated  in  United  Methodist  Women's 
Sunday  gather  around  the  altar  of  the  Church  last  January.  The  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  is  pastor  of  Mer 
Rouge. 


By  Ressie  Mae  Bass 

"In  the  beginning  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.  Then  God 
said.  "Let  us  make  man  in  our  im¬ 
age.  after  our  likeness ;  ...  So  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image,  in 
the  image  of  God  he  created  him, 
male  and  female  he  created  them. 
And  God  blessed  them  and  God  said 
to  them.  Be  fruitful  and  multiply 
and  fill  the  earth  and  subdue  it.  and 
have  dominion  over  . . .  every  living 
thing  that  makes  upon  the  earth. 
Genesis  1:1,  27-28.  (Oxford) 

The  fourth  Sunday  in  January  is 
proclaimed  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Sunday  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  General 
Theme  for  1992  UMW  Sunday  is 
“ONE  PLUS.”  The  purpose  of 
United  Methodist  Women  is  “The 
organized  unit  of  United  Methodist 
Women  shall  be  a  community  of 
women  whose  purpose  is:  to 
know  God  and  to  experience  free¬ 
dom  as  whole  persons  through  Jesus 
Christ;  to  develop  a  creative,  sup¬ 
portive  fellowship;  and  to  expand 
concepts  of  mission  through  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  global  ministries  of 
the  church.” 

Our  purpose  has  three  major 
components.  The  first  component, 
nurturing  of  the  individual  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  Christian  faith  and  the 
development  of  her  potential  as  a 
child  of  God.  —  calls  us  to  be  con¬ 
tinuously  in  the  process  of  under¬ 
standing  God’s  claim  upon  our 
lives,  to  be  continuously  exploring 


what  it  means  to  be  in  mission  to¬ 
day.  It  is  woven  into  all  our  activi¬ 
ties,  such  as  biblical  studies,  prayer 
groups,  retreats,  Call  to  Prayer  and 
Self-Denial,  observance  of  a  World 
Thank  Offering,  special  interest 
groups,  publication  and  use  of  wor¬ 
ship  resources,  Response  Magazine, 
program  book,  and  also  the  promo¬ 
tion  and  use  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  Prayer  Calen¬ 
dar. 

The  second  component  of  our 
purpose  is  constituency  education 
and  leadership  development.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this  emphasis  on  educa¬ 
tion,  United  Methodist  Women 
have  been  historically,  and  still  to¬ 
day,  on  the  cutting  edge  of  major  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church  and  society. 
We  have  circled  the  globe  many 


times  in  our  study  emphasis;  we’ve 
studied  in  depth  portions  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  and  many  issues  that  affect  hu¬ 
man  life. 

The  third  component  of  our  pur¬ 
pose  is  action.  United  Methodist 
Women  are  deeply  involved  in  so¬ 
cial  issues  and  community  action. 
Action  takes  form  in  many  ways: 
organizing  childcare  centers;  work¬ 
ing  to  eliminate  racism  and  sexism; 
being  an  advocate  for  children;  sup¬ 
porting  the  grape  boycott  in  solidar¬ 
ity  with  grapepickers  seeking  fair 
wages  and  safe  and  healthy  working 
conditions;  boycotting  Dutch  Royal 
Shell  products  in  solidarity  with 
those  opposing  apartheid  in  South 
Africa;  supporting  comprehensive 
economic  sanctions  on  South  Afri¬ 
ca;  working  for  prison  reform;  pre¬ 


paring  meals  for  the  elderly; 
tutoring  elementary  boys  and  girls; 
affirming  women’s  reproductive 
rights  by  working  for  pro-choice  leg¬ 
islation;  working  on  behalf  of  farm 
workers  —  in  all  these  actions,  risk¬ 
ing  being  controversial  for  causes  in 
which  we  believe  in. 

Women  conduct  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  give  special  Mission  Recogni¬ 
tion  Pins  to  men  or  women  who 
have  exhibited  outstanding  service 
in  mission,  install  officers,  conduct 
a  pledge  service  and  promote  mem¬ 
bership  drives  on  this  UMW  Sun¬ 
day. 

Our  General  Theme  “One  Plus” 
will  be  carried  out  in  creative  ways 
as  we  experience  freedom  as  whole 
persons  through  Jesus  Christ. 


Around  the 


Conference 


i 


The  Saint  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  Council  on  Ministries  An¬ 
nual  Planning  Session  was  held  December  7  in  the  church  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  The  focus  was  on  Vision  2000:  A  Renewed  Covenant  for  a 
New  Century.  Dr.  Selcy  S.  Collins  is  chairwoman  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  Vision  2000  Task  Force.  St.  Paul's  minister  is  the 
Rev.  G.  L.  Thomas. 


Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  held  its  Fall  Revival 
recently.  The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  minister  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  was  the  guest  preacher.  Other  activities  in¬ 
cluded  a  prayer  breakfast  and  guest  choirs  from  First,  Bossier  and 
Mangum  United  Methodist  Churches.  Average  attendance  was  83 
people  per  evening.  From  left:  the  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  pastor  at  Lake- 
view;  Ms.  Pat  Rice,  lay  leader;  and  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews. 

Alexandria  District  Hosts  Successful  Event.  The  Alexandria  District  “Ser¬ 
vice  of  Hope,  Healing  and  Renewal"  was  held  on  December  4  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Beeler  was  host 
pastor.  Others  participating  were  the  Rev.  James  Huber,  the  Rev.  Sandi 
Huber,  the  Rev.  James  Jones,  District  Superintendent  Richard  Hoffpauir 
and  Rabbi  Arnold  Task.  The  music  was  presented  by  Ms.  April  Wain- 
wright,  organist,  and  Ms.  Carol  Marsh,  soloist.  Refreshments  and  fellow¬ 
ship  followed  this  meaningful  service. 


Volunteers  Needed  for 
Soviet  Emergency  Food  Lift 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Volunteers  in  Mission  office  has  re¬ 
ceived  an  appeal  for  Volunteers  in  Mission  to  serve  in  the  packaging  of 
food  for  Operation  Soviet  Emergency  Food  Lift  being  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Five  teams  a  week  of  between  six 
to  eight  persons  will  be  needed  during  February  and  March  to  work  in  the 
Interchurch  Medical  Warehouse  in  New  Windsor,  Maryland.  Room  and 
board  for  volunteers  is  being  subsidized  at  $20  per  person  per  day.  If  you 
can  get  a  VIM  team  together  from  your  church  or  if  you  would  like  to  vol¬ 
unteer  as  an  individual  VIM,  please  call  Mr.  Max  Marble,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  VIM  Coordinator  at  214/317-3606. 


United  Methodist  Women's  Group  Perseveres 

The  Coushatta  United  Methodist  Women  have  the  firm  belief  that 
missions  is  at  the  heart  of  the  Christian  gospel  and  should  be  one  of 
the  main  priorities  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  according  to 
member,  Mrs.  Emily  Stothart.  But  last  year  they  became  discouraged 
and  even  considered  disbanding.  They  had  lost  several  members  due 
to  ill  health,  leaving  only  twelve  members,  most  of  them  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  But  after  prayerful  consideration  it  was  decided  to  continue  the 
organization. 

This  year  under  the  leadership  of  the  president,  Mrs.  Estelle  Jones, 
the  group  has  held  regular  monthly  meetings,  completed  a  Bible  study 
and  donated  $400  to  missions.  One  of  the  main  goals  for  1992  will  be 
to  gain  new  members. 


Louisiana  Council  on  Ministries  Calendar 


FEBRUARY,  1992 

1  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

1  Local  Church  Leadership  Training  and  District  Conference, 

Baton  Rouge  and  Alexandria  Districts  8:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 

3-5  Ministers’  Week,  SMU.  Dallas,  TX 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  Workshop 
7-8  United  Methodist  Women  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee, 
Tall  Timbers 

7-9  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Monroe  District 

8  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

1 1  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

1 3  Nominating  Committee,  Headquarters  Building 

14-16  National  Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders, 
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Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  Nashville,  TN 
Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  8:00  a.m.-4:30  pm. 

16- 17  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  North  Shore  District 

1 7- Mar  1  Superintendents’  Consultation  with  Bishop 

1 8  Worship  Committee,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

18- 19  Cabinet  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

20-23  Cursillo  No.  27,  Tall  Timbers 

22  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 

Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

23-25  Shepherd's  Visit  —  Ruston  District 

28  World  Day  of  Prayer 

29  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m 
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Faith  forum 


JANUARY  24,  1992 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorials: 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Real  heroes  show  truth  of  Jesus'  insight  Christians  should  have  no  part  in 

' cooperating '  with  Castro's  Cuba 

r Yt.  — — ^ _  .... 


Rascals,  rogues  and  scoundrels 
seem  to  grab  most  of  the  headlines. 

So  it  was  refreshing  to  come 
across  stories  recently  about  two 
honest-to-goodness,  real-life  he¬ 
roes — and  Christian  heroes  at  that! 

Hero  No.  1  is  Dorothymae  Miller 
of  California,  Mo.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
credited  by  her  pastor  and  towns¬ 
folk  with  ending  a  murderous 
shooting  rampage  in  their  small 
community  (see  UMR,  Jan.  17). 

Strengthened  by  prayer  and  her 
faith  in  God,  she  remained  calm 
while  the  suspected  killer  held  her 
captive  in  her  own  house.  She  even¬ 
tually  talked  him  into  releasing  her. 
Then  she  told  police  his  where¬ 
abouts,  resulting  in  his  capture. 

“The  community  feels  her  faith 
and  loving  care  with  the  suspect 
helped  bring  a  tragedy  to  a  peaceful 
conclusion,”  her  pastor  said. 

Hero  No.  2  is  the  Rev.  Zdravko 
Beslov  of  Sofia,  Bulgaria.  Mr.  Beslov 
recently  was  named  to  receive  the 
1992  World  Methodist  Peace  Award 
for  bringing  healing  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion  to  his  country  after  the  collapse 
of  communism  (see  UMR,  Jan.  1 7). 

Despite  being  jailed  for  1 4  years 
by  communist  rulers,  the  82-year- 
old  minister  promoted  peaceful 
change  in  his  country.  He  has  called 
for  mercy  toward  his  former  cap- 
tors.  stating  that  he  does  not  want 
them  to  be  punished  as  he  was. 

His  ministry  has  been  one  of 
“suffering  and  helping  Christian 
congregations  to  survive  in  a  very 
difficult  time,”  his  bishop  said. 

All  of  us  should  be  buoyed  bv 


Dorothymae  Miller  (left)  of  California,  Mo.,  and  the  Rev.  Zdravko 
Beslov  of  Bulgaria  have  shown  unusual  courage  by  risking  their 
lives  in  service  to  others.  All  of  us  should  be  buoyed  by  their  heroic 
examples. 


these  examples  of  modem-day  he¬ 
roes — people  who  have  shown  un¬ 
usual  courage  by  risking  their  lives 
in  service  to  others. 

Goodness  knows,  we  need  such 
people  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to 
remind  us  that  being  a  Christian 
can  make  a  positive  difference  in 
one’s  life  and  that  of  others. 

Specifically,  faced  with  tests  of 
both  spirit  and  body,  people  with  an 
active  relationship  to  a  gracious,  lov¬ 
ing  God  can  draw  upon  deep  wells 
of  strength,  hope  and  generosity. 

As  a  result,  they  experience  the 
truth  of  Jesus’  paradoxical  insight: 
“Those  who  find  their  life  will  lose  it, 
and  those  who  lose  their  life  for  my 
sake  will  find  it”  (Matthew  10:39). 


Those  are  tough  words  in  a  moral 
and  spiritual  climate  that  stresses 
looking  out  for  Number  One.  How 
strange  they  must  sound  in  a  world 
that  glorifies  self-centered,  multi¬ 
millionaire  sports  “heroes”  and 
fawns  over  get-ahead-at-any-cost 
“heroes”  in  business  and  politics. 

Thankfully,  though,  real  heroes 
like  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mr.  Beslov 
come  along  now  and  then  and  wit¬ 
ness  to  the  wisdom  of  Jesus’  words. 

When  they  do,  they  show  us  that 
life  worth  living  can’t  be  measured 
in  dollars  and  cents  nor  in  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  worldly  power. 

Life  abundant,  such  heroes  re¬ 
mind  us,  flows  from  love  of  God 
and  blooms  in  love  of  neighbor. 

We  salute  them.  So  should  you. 


Your  chance  to  have  'say'  at  General  Conference 


Have  you.  your  congregation  or 
church  organization  ever  wanted  a 
“say"  regarding  our  denomination’s 
policies,  plans  or  pronouncements? 

If  so,  your  once-every-four-years 
chance  to  do  so  is  here. 

General  Conference,  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  legislative 
body,  will  meet  May  5-15  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  to  revise  church  law 
(“The  Book  of  Discipline”)  and 
church  policy  and  teachings  on  a 
wide  range  of  concerns  (“The  Book 
of  Resolutions”). 

According  to  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  (paragraph  608),  any  United 
Methodist  layperson,  minister  or 

Here  I  StancL 


organization- may  petition  General 
Conference  for  changes  in  or  addi¬ 
tions  to  our  church’s  sole  “official” 
voice  on  such  matters. 

However,  if  you’re  thinking  about 
submitting  one  or  more  petitions, 
you  need  to  act  soon.  The  Disci¬ 
pline  requires  petitions  to  be  post¬ 
marked  by  a  national  postal  service 
no  later  than  60  days  before  the 
opening  of  General  Conference. 
This  year’s  deadline  is  March  6. 

Before  writing  and  submitting 
your  petition(s),  you  should  read 
the  entire  paragraph  608  in  The 
Discipline.  The  paragraph  outlines 
the  process  for  submitting  petitions. 


In  addition  to  The  Discipline’s 
guidelines,  we  recommend  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

■  Keep  petition(s)  brief  and  to 
the  point. 

■  Type  your  petition(s)  and  pay 
attention  to  spelling  and  grammar. 

Finally,  before  submitting  a  peti¬ 
tion,  prayerfully  consider  whether, 
if  adopted,  the  action  you  propose 
is  likely  to  further  not  merely  your 
particular  concern  but  the  overall 
cause  of  Christ  as  well. 

Mail  your  petitions  to: 

Odell  Thompson 

1740  Sixth  St. 

Beloit  Wise.  53511 


On  the  same  day  that  over  30  peo¬ 
ple  made  their  daring  helicopter  es¬ 
cape  from  communist  Cuba,  I  read 
in  the  Reporter  about  the  “new  spir¬ 
it  of  cooperation  between  Christians 
and  the  Cuban  government”  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  3). 

How  sad! 

While  Cuba’s  citizen’s  are  desper¬ 
ate  to  flee  this  evil  system,  United 
Methodist  bishops  are  eager  to  “co¬ 
operate"  with  it. 

Further,  the  Reporter  repeats  un¬ 
challenged  the  lie  that  “torture  and 
murder  have  not  been  used  as  polit¬ 
ical  tools”  in  Cuba.  I  urge  all  your 
readers  to  contact  Amnesty  Interna¬ 
tional  for  the  truth.  Severe  human 
rights  violations,  including  torture 
and  murder  have  been  a  fact  of  Cu¬ 
ban  life  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Cuban  regime. 

Christian  indifference  to  commu¬ 
nist  evil  was  the  most  shameful  as¬ 
pect  of  the  cold  war  era.  One  is 
reminded  of  the  time  the  Rev.  Billy 
Graham  told  the  Russian  people, 
then  suffering  under  Soviet  mis¬ 
rule,  to  “obey  the  authorities.” 

As  nations  around  the  world  have 
freed  themselves  from  tyranny,  it  is 
disgusting  that  Christian  leaders 
continue  to  “cooperate”  with  evil. 
Douglas  Goodrich 
Sierra  Madre,  California 

Still  using  the  same  lies 

When  I  read  the  article  which  ap¬ 
peared  Jan.  3  about  UM  bishops 
meeting  with  Fidel  Castro,  I  was 
not  surprised  at  all  that  Castro  was 
still  using  the  same  lies. 

The  issue  of  human  rights  has  not 
been  used  as  an  argument  against 
the  Cuban  revolution.  In  Cuba,  tor¬ 
ture  and  murder  have  been  used  as 
political  tools  of  Castro’s  political 
opponents  who  have  been  executed 
by  the  firing  squads  or  locked  in  jail 
for  20  or  30  years. 

Now  Castro  supports  a  suggestion 
from  the  Ecumenical  Council  that 
U.S.  churches  launch  a  campaign  to 
collect  food  and  medicines  and  to 
end  the  embargo.  Of  course,  Castro 
is  elated. 

There  should  be  no  cooperation  at 
all  with  Castro  because  that  humani¬ 
tarian  aid  will  not  end  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  who  really  need  it  but 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

in  the  hands  of  Castro’s  comrades. 

I  recommend  reading  “Against 
All  Hope,”  by  Armando  Valladares 
who  spent  20  years  in  prison  in 
Cuba.  It’s  about  the  violation  of  hu¬ 
man  rights  in  Cuba. 

Maria  F.  Garcia 
Houston,  Texas 

Why  do  they  go  to  Cuba? 

Why  in  the  world  do  our  church 
representatives  go  to  Cuba  and  get 
their  heads  completely  out  of  rea¬ 
son  regarding  the  totalitarian  dicta¬ 
torship  of  a  man  like  Castro  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  3)? 

These  representatives  go  to  Cuba 
on  a  very,  very  short  visit  and  are 
ready  to  quote  and  believe  Cuban 
propaganda  and  are  ready  to  betray 
the  principles  of  our  nation. 

I’m  a  naturalized  American  citi¬ 
zen  and  am  proud  of  and  grateful 
for  this  country.  Yes,  the  U.  S.  gov¬ 
ernment  makes  mistakes,  but  who 
but  our  spiritual  Master  is  perfect? 
Loyalty  and  faith  are  what  our  na¬ 
tion  needs  from  all  of  us. 

This  is  the  second  time  in  several 
years  I’ve  found  it  necessary  to 
write  your  paper  regarding  your  dis¬ 
torted  view  of  realities  in  Cuba. 

Julia  Reeves 
Austin,  Texas 

Prayer  emphasis  praised 

Several  years  ago,  I  wrote  to  the 
Reporter  and  you  published  my 
complaint  about  the  impersonal, 
callous  and  mercenary  nature  of  the 
“Circuit  Rider”  and  “Pony  Ex¬ 
press”  stewardship  programs.  The 
about-face  that  a  new  program  has 
taken  is  worthy  of  equal  visibility. 

I  understand  that  the  new  pro- 


Alcohol-drug  concerns  merit  separate  agency 


By  HOWARD  LYDICK 

The  1992  General  Conference 
should  create  a  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Alcohol  and  Drugs. 

Here’s  why. 

Our  church  was  once,  but  is  no 
longer,  the  leader  in  the  fight  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  known  evils  arising  from 
the  social  use  of  beverage  alcohol 
and  other  drugs. 

What  happened?  History  pro¬ 
vides  the  answer. 

The  1960  General  Conference  of 
The  Methodist  Church  bought  the 
sales  pitch  that  if  we  merged  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Boards  of  Temperance.  Social 
and  Economic  .Affairs  and  World 
Peace  we  would  strengthen  the  work 
of  each  of  the  three  boards.  The  result 
of  that  merger  is  the  present  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

However,  these  merged  boards 
dealt  with  three  entirely  different 
concerns.  It  should  have  been  obvi¬ 
ous  from  the  first  that  the  premise 
for  uniting  them  was  untenable. 

Began  to  dominate 

Within  only  four  years  of  the  1960 
merger,  the  Board  of  Social  and  Eco¬ 
nomic  affairs  began  to  dominate  the 
merged  board.  It  soon  had  a  strangle¬ 
hold  on  both  the  finances  and  active 
work  of  the  board — a  stranglehold 
that  continues  to  this  day. 

As  evidence  of  the  diminished  sta- 
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tus  of  the  Board  of  Temperance,  wit¬ 
ness  the  outcome  of  churchwide 
hearings  on  problems  associated  with 
alcohol  and  drugs  that  were  held  in 
each  jurisdiction  during  March,  1991. 

The  resulting  report  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  included  recommen¬ 
dations  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  a  mission  statement 
regarding  our  church’s  stance  on  the 
use  of  drugs  and  alcohol,  and  that  it 
needs  to  include  information  in  the 
Sunday  school  curriculum  regard¬ 
ing  alcohol  and  drugs. 

The  report  also  stated  that  the 
UMC  needs  to“reclaim  its  tradi¬ 
tional  position  on  alcohol”  and  re¬ 
emphasize  its  concern  about 
alcohol  (especially  beer)  being  so¬ 
cially  acceptable. 

Prior  to  1960,  however,  none  of 
these  recommendations  would  have 
been  made,  nor  would  there  have 
been  any  need  to  do  so!  Our  posi¬ 


tion  on  alcohol  was  indelibly  im¬ 
printed  on  all  active  church 
members. 

Some  people  might  “backslide,” 
but  they  knew  they  were  backslid¬ 
ing.  The  information  on  alcohol 
and  drugs  was  in  the  Sunday  school 
curriculum.  I  know  because  I  was 
reared  on  it. 

As  for  reclaiming  our  “traditional 
position  on  alcohol,”  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  reclaim.  We  never  lost  it! 

What  we  have  lost,  however,  is  a 
general  church  agency  that  gives  pri¬ 
mary  attention  to  these  problems. 

Material  used  by  others 

The  task  of  a  general  church 
agency  is  to  prepare  material  for  use 
by  annual  conferences  and  local 
congregations  and  actively  imple¬ 
ment  the  church’s  position  on  a  giv¬ 
en  subject.  The  Board  of 
Temperance  did  this.  The  literature 
it  prepared  was  used  not  only  by 
our  own  church  members  but  also 
by  many  other  denominations  and 
groups  concerned  about  the  de¬ 
structive  power  of  beverage  alcohol. 

In  1985,  Church  and  Society  did 
create  a  special  Task  Force  on  Alco¬ 
hol  and  Drugs  in  response  to  some 
strong  and  straightforward  resolutions 
by  the  1984  General  Conference.  The 
task  force  created  a  series  of  video 
tapes  on  alcohol  education  for  use  by 


the  local  church  and,  in  cooperation 
with  The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
sponsored  a  churchwide  essay  contest 
on  this  issue  for  young  people. 

Renaissance  hoped  for 

I,  along  with  others,  had  hoped 
that  this  work  was  the  renaissance 
of  effective  work  on  the  alcohol 
problem  at  the  national  level.  We 
were  wrong.  The  task  force  auto¬ 
matically  went  out  of  business  with 
the  opening  of  the  1988  General 
Conference.  It  was  replaced  by  a 
standing  committee  on  drug  and  al¬ 
cohol  concerns  mandated  by  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

During  the  present  quadrennium, 
however,  the  most  vigorous  re¬ 
sponse  to  alcohol-  and  drug-related 
issues  was  made  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  In  an  unprecedented  ac¬ 
tion,  the  bishops  assigned  Bishop 
Felton  May  to  lead  a  two-year  ini¬ 
tiative  against  drugs  and  alcohol 
abuse  in  our  country. 

A  proposed  plan  coming  before 
the  1992  General  Conference  to 
“mainstream”  that  initiative  into 
four  of  the  general  church’s  pro¬ 
gram  boards  would  only  further  di¬ 
lute  United  Methodist  efforts 


against  drugs  and  alcohol. 

If  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
ever  to  deal  effectively  with  our  coun¬ 
try’s  widespread  substance  abuse,  it 
must  have  a  general  church  agency 
whose  primary  task  is  to  focus  on 
problems  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

Hence,  I  believe  the  1992  General 
Conference  should  make  our  work  in 
this  area  once  more  the  sole  concern 
of  a  single  agency.  It  should  create  a 
General  Commission  on  Alcohol  and 
Drugs  that  is  separate  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  history  of  the  last  25  years 
shows  that  this  is  the  only  way  we 
will  have  a  truly  aggressive  program 
in  this  area. 

Furthermore,  the  creation  of  a 
separate  general  commission  can  be 
done  without  spending  one  addi¬ 
tional  penny. 

I  propose  we  provide  the  new  agen¬ 
cy  with  the  property  that  belonged  to 
the  former  Board  of  Temperance.  We 
also  should  allocate  to  it  the  percent¬ 
age  of  money  designated  for  Church 
and  Society  for  1992-96  that  corre¬ 
sponds  to  the  funds  that  in  earlier 
years  were  earmarked  for  the  former 
Board  of  Temperance. 


What  others  are  saying = 
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“Whenever  the  church’s  involve¬ 
ment  in  society  becomes  secondary 
and  optional,  whenever  the  church 
invites  people  to  take  refuge  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  without  challenging 
the  principalities  and  powers,  it  be¬ 
comes  a  countersign  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  When  compassionate 
ministry  is  subordinated  to  the 
preaching  of  a  message  of  individ¬ 
ual  salvation,  the  church  is  offering 
‘cheap  grace’  to  people.” 

— H.  Eddie  Fox  and  George  E.  Mor¬ 
ris,  authors,  “Let  the  Redeemed  of 
the  Lord  Say  So!” 

¥  ¥  ¥ 

“To  exclude  God  from  psychiat¬ 


ric  consultation  is  a  form  of  mal¬ 
practice.  Spirituality  is  wonder,  joy, 
and  shouldn’t  be  left  in  the  clinical 
closet.” 

— Psychiatrist  Arthur  Kornhaber  in 
“Newsweek.” 

WWW 

“All  of  us  may  have  empty  faith 
moments,  even  if  for  a  moment. 
The  prayer  won’t  come,  the  hope 
won’t  hope,  the  belief  won’t  believe. 

.  . .  Some  emptiness  may  be  inevita¬ 
ble,  but  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  perpet¬ 
ual.  That’s  God’s  promise  through 
Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie 
W.  White,  Illinois  Area 


gram — “Celebrate  the  Gift” — was 
designed  for  United  Methodists  but 
not  by  United  Methodists.  It  is  a  pyr¬ 
amid  endeavor  in  a  desirable  sense. 

At  its  base,  it  was  for  our  congrega¬ 
tion  a  prayer  experience  that  reached 
out  to  all  families  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  The  ultimate  goal  was  increase 
of  our  stewardship,  and  what  better 
way  than  to  undergird  our  goal  with 
prayer.  People  began  telling  each  oth¬ 
er  whose  prayer  list  they  were  on.  Ev¬ 
eryone  had  ownership. 

Stewardship  Sunday  brought  in 
25  percent  more  pledges  than  in  the 
previous  year  and  39  households  in¬ 
creased  their  pledges. 

All  this  occurred  in  a  community 
that  is  burdened  by  tough  economic 
times  with  businesses  closing  and 
people  moving  away.  It  also  oc¬ 
curred  in  a  church  where  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  Sunday  School  has  increased 
50  percent  in  the  past  five  years. 

We  do  celebrate  the  gift! 

Ruth  Armington 
Williston,  North  Dakota 

We've  gone  backwards! 

If  I’m  not  mistaken,  a  few  years 
ago  we  United  Methodists  set  a  goal 
of  some  20  million  members.  Each 
year  since,  however,  we’ve  gone 
backwards! 

Is  it  any  wonder,  when  we  read  of 
alL  the  time  and  effort  being  ex¬ 
pended  trying  to  decide  whether  or 
not  we  should  celebrate  the  500th 
anniversary  of  Columbus’  arrival! 

Jesus  said,  “Anyone  who  starts  to 
plow  and  then  keeps  looking  back  is 
of  no  use  for  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
I  don’t  have  time  to  waste  debating 
the  pros  and  cons  of  Columbus; 
that’s  water  over  the  dam. 

Instead,  while  the  debates  go  on, 
I’ll  be  out  plowing  and  planting  in 
hopes  of  reaping  a  great  harvest  for 
our  Lord!  If  we  all  went  to  the  ends 
of  the  Earth  with  the  Good  News, 
instead  of  spinning  our  wheels  and 
using  our  energies  in  so  many  ridic¬ 
ulous  ways  in  the  church,  maybe  we 
could  begin  to  add  rather  than  sub¬ 
tract  numbers  to  our  rolls! 

Dick  Davis 

North  Kingstown,  Rhode  Island 

Bible's  words  defended 

In  response  to  the  letter  head¬ 
lined  “Language  is  changing”  which 
appeared  in  the  Dec.  27  issue,  I  say 
let  our  language  change,  but  let’s 
not  change  the  language  of  God. 

The  Bible  only  has  so  many  words 
and  they  are  uniquely  arranged. 

Rodger  Cross 
Abingdon,  Illinois 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Again  Jesus  spoke  to  them,  say¬ 
ing,  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world. 
Whoever  follows  me  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  but  will  have  the  light 
of  life”  (NRSV). 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  8:28) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  27 

Monday:  Psalms  19:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  19:7-14 
Wednesday:  Nehemiah  8:1-10 
Thursday:  Luke  4: 1  - 1 2 
Friday:  Luke  4: 1 4-2 1 
Saturday:  I  Corinthians  12:1-11 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  12:12-30 


POSITION 

AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  seeks  a  publish¬ 
er  to  serve  as  chief  executive  officer  for  the 
UMR  organization.  Ideal  person  will  have  an  ac¬ 
tive  Christian  commitment,  membership  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  executive  managerial 
experience,  experience  in  journalism  and  pub¬ 
lishing,  demonstrated  skills  in  corporate  deci¬ 
sion-making,  a  thorough  understanding  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  doctrine  and  polity,  a  sensitivity 
to  other  religious  traditions,  and  an  educational 
background  appropriate  to  UMR's  operations. 

Relocation  to  Dallas  required.  Salary 
negotiable. 

Direct  Inquiries  and  resumes  to: 

UMR  Personnel  Subcommittee 
Suite  500,  870  Woods  Mill  Road 
Ballwin,  Missouri  63011 
Resumes  must  be  postmarked  no  lat¬ 
er  than  February  29,  1992. 

Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 
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MISSIONARIES  ALERTED:  Because 

missionaries  are  among  Americans  most  likely 
to  be  abducted  by  terrorists  around  the  world, 
University  of  Mississippi  political  science  pro¬ 
fessor  Chester  Quarles  has  established  a  com¬ 
puterized  information  service  for  missionaries 
with  a  $15,000  grant  from  the  Evangelical  For¬ 
eign  Missions  Association.  The  association  rep¬ 
resents  .nearly  100  Christian  mission  and  relief 
organizations.  Called  Project  Safe,  the  service 
provides  risk  assessments  on  international  loca¬ 
tions,  based  on  information  from  four  data 
banks  including  news  service  accounts. 


WOMEN'S  ORDINATION:  The  Epis¬ 
copal  Church’s  press  officer,  James  Solheim  of 
New  York,  predicts  that  Anglicans  will  be 
thrown  into  turmoil  if  Australian  Bishop  Owen 
Dowling  of  Canberra  carries  out  plans  to  ordain 
1 1  women  as  priests  without  the  church’s  per¬ 
mission.  Mr.  Solheim  said  the  ordinations, 
scheduled  for  Feb.  2,  will  be  challenged  vigor¬ 
ously  by  conservatives  in  the  Anglican  Church 
of  Australia.  Observers  say  Bishop  Dowling’s 
plan  to  defy  church  policy  is  an  indication  of 
growing  and  widespread  restlessness  among 
proponents  of  female  priests. 

CATHOLIC  DIOCESES  HIT:  while 

Protestant  denominations’  national  agencies  are 
feeling  the  financial  pinch,  it’s  the  regional  bod¬ 
ies,  or  dioceses,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
that  are  suffering  drops  in  income.  That’s  because 
dioceses  are  required  to  pass  on  to  national  agen¬ 
cies  a  set  amount  based  on  membership — 15.7 
cents  per  head.  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  recently 
agreed  to  begin  trimming  3  percent  from  the  $34 
million  budget  of  U.S.  Catholic  conferences  as  a 
way  to  ease  the  financial  strains  in  dioceses — of¬ 
ten  marked  by  the  closings  of  parishes  and  paro¬ 
chial  schools,  said  William  Ryan,  a  spokesman 
for  the  National  Conference  of  Catholic  Bish¬ 
ops  in  Washington. 


CANADIANS  TAKE  STAND:  Roman 

Catholic  and  Protestant  religious  leaders  in 
British  Columbia  have  backed  self-determina¬ 
tion  for  native  peoples  and  recognition  of 
French-speaking  Quebec  as  a  “distinct  society” 
whose  language  rights  should  be  protected. 
Their  goals  pertain  to  Canada’s  new  constitu¬ 
tion,  under  revision  for  more  than  a  decade. 
The  church  leaders’  statement  added  that  con¬ 
cerns  for  justice,  needy  persons  and  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  high  on  the  agenda  of  many  Christian 
institutions,  should  also  take  high  priority  as  a 
national  agenda  is  reshaped. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  l ay  woman  helped  land  Super  Bowl 


By  JEAN  NOREN 

MINNEAPOLIS — Minneso¬ 
tans  credit  Marilyn  Carlson  Nel¬ 
son,  member  of  Hennepin  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  with 
bringing  Super  Bowl  XXVI  to 
Minneapolis. 

Ms.  Nelson,  daughter  of  Curt 
Carlson,  is  becoming  one  of  the 
most  powerful  women  in  corporate 
America  through  Carlson  Compa¬ 
nies,  her  father’s  enterprise. 

She  led  a  task  force  responsible 
for  wooing  National  Football 
League  team  owners  into  agreeing 
to  hold  a  Super  Bowl  in  a  cold- 
weather  city — indoors,  of  course. 

Former  Minnesota  Gov.  Rudy 
Perpich  said  he  “figured  if  she 
could  get  the  king  of  Sweden  to 
the  Metrodome,  she  could  get  the 
Super  Bowl  here,  too.” 

He  was  right.  The  Washington 
Redskins  and  the  Buffalo  Bills  will 
vie  for  the  Super  Bowl  title  Jan.  26 
in  the  Minneapolis  Metrodome. 

Not  all  applaud 

Not  all  Twin  Cities-area  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  applaud  Ms.  Nel¬ 
son’s  success. 

Prospect  Park  Church  used  the 
slogan  “Avoid  the  hype — get  out 
of  town”  to  promote  a  winter  re¬ 
treat  at  Decision  Hills,  a  United 
Methodist  campground  some 
distance  from  the  Twin  Cities. 

Another  pastor  said  his  church 
was  “ignoring”  Super  Bowl 
Weekend. 

One  that’s  not  ignoring  it  is 
Wesley  Church  in  downtown 
Minneapolis,  adjacent  to  the  new 
Convention  Center.  Wesley 
Church  figures  it  may  have  70-80 
visitors  on  Super  Bowl  Sunday. 

Wesley  Church  will  keep  its 
doors  open  from  Friday  through 
Monday  as  thousands  of  people 
throng  to  the  convention  center 
for  what  is  being  billed  as  the 
“NFL  Experience.”  This  event, 
using  all  200,000  square  feet  of 
the  center,  will  feature  football- 
skills  testing,  play-by-play  an¬ 
nouncing,  autographs  by 
celebrities,  memorabilia  shop¬ 
ping  and  entertainment. 

Wesley  will  host  tours  of  the 


MINNEAPOLIS— Wesley  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  across 
the  street  from  Minneapolis' 
new  convention  center  (back¬ 
ground),  hopes  to  be  of  service 
to  townspeople  and  visitors 
while  the  city  hosts  profession¬ 
al  football's  Super  Bowl  (see 
accompanying  story). 


Marilyn  Nelson 
. . .  she  gets  the  credit 


church,  which  is  listed  on  the  Na¬ 
tional  Register  of  Historic 
Places.  Saturday  tourists  may  see 
the  church’s  ongoing  ministry  of 
serving  lunch  to  the  homeless. 

Wesley  Church  also  will  have 
an  ad  in  local  newspapers  “to  let 
people  know  who  we  are  and 
where  we  are.”  It  will  also  have  a 
large  sidewalk  sign  in  front  of  the 
church  Jan.  24-27. 

Super  Bowl-related  activities 
at  other  churches  vary  all  over 
the  map. 

The  social  justice  committee  of 
Walker  United  Methodist  Church 
supports  the  planned  protest  of 
the  game  by  the  American  Indian 
Movement.  Some  members  of  the 
congregation  will  be  among  pro¬ 
testers  marching  to  and  at  the 
Metrodome.  Similar  vocal  pro¬ 
tests  were  held  last  October  when 
the  Atlanta  Braves  and  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Twins  played  in  baseball’s 
World  Series. 

The  American  Indian  Move¬ 


ment  is  critical  of  what  it  terms 
racist  uses  of  Indian  mascots, 
nicknames  and  symbols  by  pro¬ 
fessional  sports  teams  and  fans. 
The  Washington  Redskins  will 
be  the  focus  of  their  Super  Bowl 
ire,  but  the  Buffalo  Bills  don’t  get 
off  unscathed.  The  American  In¬ 
dian  Movement  is  not  pleased 
with  portrayals  of  Buffalo  Bill 
Cody  as  an  Indian  fighter. 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  American  In¬ 
dian  Movement  leader,  said, 
“The  only  thing  that  is  going  to 
stop  us  from  demonstrating  is  for 
team  owners  to  make  a  firm 
commitment  that  the  names  are 
going  to  go.” 

Super  Sub  sales  soar 

Senior  high  youths  at  Lake  Har¬ 
riet  United  Methodist  Church 
have  had  a  Super  Sub  Sale  every 
Super  Bowl  Sunday  for  the  past 
seven  years.  They’ll  make  it  eight 
in  a  row  by  selling  submarine 
sandwiches  after  Jan.  26  worship 


services.  Last  year  they  cleared 
about  $300.  The  money  helps  fi¬ 
nance  their  annual  trip  to  Appala¬ 
chia  where  the  youths  help  with 
maintenance  projects. 

Kelby  Brothen,  director  of  the 
athletic  center  at  Park  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  has 
helped  plan  assemblies  and  ral¬ 
lies  for  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors  in  the  weeks  prior  to  the 
Super  Bowl. 

The  rallies  are  sponsored  by 
Sports  Outreach,  composed  of 
Minnesota  business  leaders,  ath¬ 
letes,  key  church  leaders  and  chap¬ 
lains  from  Twin  Cities  professional 
teams  such  as  the  Vikings,  Twins 
and  Timber  Wolves. 

Across  the  Mississippi  River 
from  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
churches  are  more  tuned  in  to 
the  St.  Paul  Winter  Carnival,  an 
annual  event. 

A  seniors  group  from  Central 
Park  United  Methodist  Church 
is  planning  a  short  trip  to  the  Ice 


Palace  on  the  shores  of  the  river 
in  downtown  St.  Paul.  This 
year’s  Ice  Palace  is  the  largest 
ever,  its  highest  tower  reaching 
1 50  feet  into  the  sky. 

White  Bear  Lake  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  plans  a  Super  Sat¬ 
urday.  On  Jan.  25  a  group  will 
help  paint  and  clean  at  the 
Emma  Norton  Residence  for  stu¬ 
dents,  especially  those  with  hear¬ 
ing  impairments,  working 
women,  women  emerging  from 
residential  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
grams  and  relatives  of  hospital 
patients.  The  residence  is  a  proj¬ 
ect  of  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

That’s  a  quick  survey  of  how 
some  United  Methodists  close  to 
the  scene  expect  to  observe  the 
Super  Bowl.  Now  if  the  Vikings 
were  in  the  game  ...  ah,  that’s 
another  story! 

Ms.  Noren  is  a  former  editor  of 
the  Minnesota  Conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter. 


But  will  the  new  Hymnal  software  play  a  Super  tune ? 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

To  help  his  congregation  prepare 
for  worship  on  Super  Bowl  Sunday 
(Jan.  26),  one  West  Coast  pastor  is 
going  high  tech. 

Using  his  computer  and  his  offi¬ 
cial  United  Methodist  Hymnal  soft¬ 
ware,  the  Rev.  Fred  Overby,  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Santa  Maria,  Ca.,  is  searching  for 
hymns  that  contain  names  of  pro¬ 
fessional  football  teams. 

“I  won’t  have  any  trouble  finding 
the  Eagles  or  the  Rams,  but  I’m  not 
expecting  to  find  anything  on  the 
Jets,”  he  told  the  Reporter,  laugh¬ 
ing. 


(The  game  matches  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Redskins  and  the  Buffalo  Bills. 
Mr.  Overby  made  no  mention  of 
searching  for  their  names). 

He  is  one  of  a  growing  number  of 
United  Methodists,  many  of  them 
pastors,  who  say  they  are  finding 
the  new  hymnal  software  helpful  in 
finding  hymns  and  responses  that 
fit  a  specific  theme. 

In  a  serious  vein,  the  Rev.  Walter 
Zimmerman,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mesquite, 
Texas,  told  the  Reporter: 

“When  Desert  Storm  began  this 
time  last  year,  we  had  a  special  ser¬ 
vice  to  remember  people  in  the 
armed  forces.  This  software  was  a 


particularly  helpful  tool  in  finding 
hymns  that  expressed  our  Christian 
faith  in  time  of  war.” 

The  $150  software,  available 
through  Cokesbury,  can  find  any 
word  or  phrase  in  the  hymnal,  find 
all  scripture  references  that  apply  to 
a  hymn  or  a  response  and  give  spe¬ 
cific  information  about  a  hymn 
such  as  composer,  alternative  tunes, 
theme  or  subject. 

It  can  even  play  the  hymn’s  tune 
or  print  the  hymn  or  response  for 
inclusion  in  the  worship  bulletin. 

Similar  but  less  expensive  soft¬ 
ware  will  do  everything  but  play  the 
tunes.  And  it’s  the  melodious  fea¬ 
ture  that  captures  many  pastors’ 


ears. 

The  Rev.  John  Parker,  pastor  of 
Fox  Chase  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  said, 
“When  I  find  a  hymn  I’m  not  famil¬ 
iar  with,  I  press  a  button  and  play 
the  tune  so  I  can  determine  if  the 
congregation  will  be  able  to  sing  it." 

The  Rev.  Elmer  B.  Fant,  pastor  of 
Morningside  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  La.,  says  he 
finds  it  very  efficient  for  worship 
planning  to  “plug  in  a  word  and 
find  hymns,  scripture  and  respon¬ 
sive  readings”  all  related  to  that 
word. 

The  software  is  also  getting  some 
work  as  an  accompanist. 


Although  “robo-accompanist” 
may  not  set  artistic  standards  for 
Sunday  morning  worship,  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  proving  valuable  in  small- 
group  settings  where  a  more  typical 
instrument  or  an  accompanist  is  un¬ 
available. 

Take  a  recent  committee  meeting 
at  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville.  The  committee  chair 
walked  in.  placed  her  portable  com¬ 
puter  on  the  table,  punched  a  few 
keys  and  the  committee  members 
sang  hymns  to  the  computer-gener¬ 
ated  melody. 

Not  everyone  has  made  sweet 
music  with  the  software,  however. 


Ida  Sharp,  secretary  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  said  their  church’s  computer 
“locked  up  and  wouldn’t  play  the 
song.” 

She  is  anxious  to  get  a  working 
copy  because  it  would  be  helpful  in 
preparing  Sunday  bulletins,  she 
said. 

The  software's  designer.  Bogdan 
Wrzesinski  of  Intelligence.  Inc.  in 
Mesquite,  Texas,  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  software  had  difficulties 
working  in  certain  types  of  comput¬ 
ers.  An  updated  version,  recently 
made  available,  will  address  the  dif¬ 
ficulties,  he  said. 


Evangelistic  zeal  infuses  those  seeking  to  win  people  to  Christ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 


ORLANDO,  Fla. — They  came 
seeking  to  win  people  to  Christ. 
They  left  with  an  evangelistic  zeal 


AFRICAN  PALMS 

Palm  Crosses  For  Palm  Sunday 
Available  Year  Round 

African  Palms  is  a  non-profit  church 
operated  outreach  program.  Our  Palm 
Crosses  are  made  in  Tanzania,  Africa, 
to  help  supplement  average  annual  in¬ 
comes  under  $100  00  and  to  help  pro¬ 
vide  for  educational,  health,  medical, 
agricultural  and  other  community 
needs. 

The  crosses  sell  for  $5.00  per  50  — 
$10.00  per  100  —  in  multiples  of  50. 
For  further  information  contact: 


AFRICAN  PALMS 

R.  0.  Box  575 
Olney.  MO  20530 
301-774-2832 


to  use  “winsome  ways”  that  speak 
to  the  needs  of  people  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade  of  the  20th  Century. 

More  than  600  lay  and  ordained 
United  Methodists — one  of  the 
largest  crowds  in  recent  years — 
came  to  the  39th  Congress  on  Evan¬ 
gelism  Jan.  13-16. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Evangelism,  a  United 
Methodist  organization  founded  by 
the  late  lay  evangelist  Harry  Den¬ 
man  and  dedicated  to  the  support 
and  promotion  of  soul-winning. 

Participants  studied  evangelism 
skills  and  heard  motivational  talks 
by  prominent  United  Methodist 
speakers. 

Among  speakers  were  the  Rev. 
Seth  Asare,  E.  Stanley  Jones  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Preaching  at  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Theology;  Bishop 
Richard  C.  Looney  (South  Georgia 
Area);  the  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb, 
longtime  evangelism  leader,  of  Mar- 


Southern  Methodist  Universi 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Faculty  Opening 
Tenure  truck  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  Church  Music  (Send  C.V.  to  Ofllce  of  the  Dun,  Perkins  School  of  Theolooj, 
SMI),  Dsllss,  TX  75275  by  Mnrch  I) 

•  Christian  Educstlon  (Send  C.V.  to  Ofllce  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275  by  April  1) 

•  Systematic  Theology  (Send  C.V.  16  Leroy  Howe,  Perkins  Hall  of  Admin,  SMU, 
Dallas,  TX  75275  by  April  I) 

Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  degree  and  demonstrated  competency  In  teaching  and  scholarsl 
required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persona  are  encouraged  to  apply.  SMU  Is  an  aOlrmatJ 
actlon/equal  opportunity  TIUe  IX  employer. 


shall,  Texas;  noted  laywoman  and 
author  Marjorie  Kimbrough  of  At¬ 
lanta,  who  led  Bible  study;  and  the 
Rev.  William  Hinson,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Houston. 

Keen  interest  shown 

Packed  hotel  meeting  rooms 
spoke  to  participants’  keen  interest. 

Workshops  and  seminars  covered 
techniques  for  reaching  specialized 
audiences  such  as  youths,  Hispan- 
ics,  singles  and  “baby  boomers” 
(those  77  million  Americans  bom 
between  1 946  and  1 964). 

Sessions  also  covered  methods  of 
evangelism  in  preaching,  worship, 
music,  drama,  Sunday  school  and 
healing  ministries,  among  others. 

Workshop  leaders  and  keynote 
speakers  all  emphasized  putting  the 
techniques  from  the  congress  to 
work  in  local  congregations. 

“The  goal  of  every  local  congrega¬ 
tion  should  be  to  have  a  congregation 
full  of  disciples  making  disciples,” 
said  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  This 
was  part  of  his  presentations  for  the 
1992  Denman  Lectures  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

No  means  for  feedback 

Congress  leaders  said,  however, 
that  they  have  no  formal  mechanism 
for  gauging  how  well  techniques 


"The  goal  of  every  local 
congregation  should  be 
to  have  a  congregation 
full  of  disciples  making 
disciples." 

— Maxie  D.  Dunnam 


learned  from  the  congress  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  local  congregations. 

The  Rev.  David  Brazelton,  evange¬ 
lism  director  for  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  the  only  excep¬ 
tions  to  the  no-feedback  dilemma  are 
the  “Vision  2000”  and  “Growth 
Plus”  programs  administered  by  the 
Discipleship  board.  Those  two  pro¬ 
grams,  which  also  were  taught  at  the 
congress,  have  built-in  feedback 
mechanism,  he  said. 

Lack  of  input  notwithstanding, 
evangelism  congress  leaders’  hope 
for  the  effectiveness  of  the  event 
was  reiterated  by  Dr.  Dunnam  at 
the  close  of  his  final  lecture: 

“I  hope  no  single  one  of  you  will 
go  to  another  evangelism  confer¬ 
ence  unless  and  until  evangelism 
takes  place  in  your  local  congrega¬ 
tion.  You  already  know  more  than 
you’ll  ever  put  into  practice. 

“Go  home  and  just  do  it!” 
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ORLANDO,  Fla. — United  Methodist  laywoman  and  author  Marjorie 
Kimbrough  of  Atlanta  leads  a  study  of  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  dur¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Congress  on  Evangelism  )an.  13-16.  Mrs. 
Kimbrough  teaches  religion  at  United  Methodist-related  Clark-At- 
lanta  University  and  is  a  member  of  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church,  one  of  the  denomination's  fastest-growing  predominantly 
black  congregations. 
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Faith 

= connections 


HEADS  BIBLE  SOCIETY:  The  Rev  ui- 

las  Tankler,  a  United  Methodist  pastor,  has 
been  elected  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Estonian  Bible 
Society.  The  society  was  re¬ 
organized  in  December 
amid  the  Baltic  republic’s 
separation  from  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  The  Estonian 
Bible  Society  dates  to  1813 
when  an  agent  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society, 

John  Paterson,  helped  start  it  and  one  in  Rus¬ 
sia.  The  Bible  society  in  Estonia  was  cut  off  in 
1 940  when  the  Soviet  Union  established  Com¬ 
munist  government  in  that  country. 


odist  pastor,  ha 

v 

Ullas  Tankler 


PHILIP  AWARDS:  The  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  Evangelists  has  pre¬ 
sented  its  1992  “Philip  Awards”  to  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  and  a  staff  member  of  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association.  The 
Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison,  senior  pastor  of  Fra¬ 
zier  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  Cliff  Barrows  of  Green¬ 
ville,  S.C.,  music  director  for  the  Graham  cru¬ 
sades,  were  honored  for  distinguished  service  in 
evangelism. 


LARGE  MEMBERSHIP:  Nearly  iso 

United  Methodist  pastors  committed  to  church 
growth  met  Jan.  13-16  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  for  spe¬ 
cial  seminars  on  developing  large-membership 
churches.  The  seminars  were  sponsored  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  One 
group  representing  about  40  congregations 
pledged  to  have  a  membership  of  1,000  by  the 
year  2000;  a  second  group  representing  more 
than  100  congregations  pledged  to  have  mem¬ 
berships  of  2,000  by  the  year  2000. 


CLARIFICATION:  a  news  story  in  the 
Jan.  17  Reporter  implied  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  was  responsible  for  two 
misplaced  digits  in  the  church’s  1992  Program 
Calendars.  The  error  resulted,  among  other 
things,  in  a  Southern  Baptist  couple  in  Nash¬ 
ville  receiving  phone  calls  intended  for  the  cur¬ 
riculum  unit  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  calendars  are  published 
by  United  Methodist  Communications  and 
shipped  by  the  Publishing  House.  The  Reporter 
regrets  this  error. 

CLARIFICATION:  The  recent  UMR  se¬ 
ries,  “Saving  Grace:  When  Disaster  Challenges 
Faith,”  indicated  that  the  Rev.  Craig  Paterson 
was  a  former  staff  member  of  Church  World 
Service.  Mr.  Paterson  has  been  a  consultant  to 
Church  World  Service  but  has  not  served  on  the 
staff,  said  Kenlynn  K.  Schroeder,  the  agency’s 
disaster  response  director.  The  Reporter  regrets 
the  error. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Mexican  reform  may  ease  rules  on  Methodists 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

MONTERREY,  Mexico — Mexico’s  rul- 
ing  party  has  proposed  a  reform  bill  that  is 
expected  to  lift  severe  restrictions  against, 
among  others,  Methodist  churches  in  that 
country. 

The  announcement  was  made  in  the  500 
congregations  and  mission  churches  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  last  week, 
following  a  round  of  meetings  among  lead¬ 
ers  representing  Protestant  churches. 

Controls,  for  instance,  under  the  Mexi¬ 
can  constitution  bar  ministers  from  own¬ 
ing  property,  voting  or  participating  in 
local  politics. 

Opportunity  expected 

Methodist  Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  Avila  of 
Queretaro,  Mexico,  who  heads  the 
church's  general  cabinet,  told  the  Reporter 
that  one  opportunity  expected  by  Protes¬ 
tant  churches  is  the  approval  to  minister 
through  the  media. 

He  said,  “One  of  our  goals  is  to  establish 
a  Protestant  TV  station  in  Mexico.” 

The  reforms  are  expected  to  make  Mexi¬ 
co  a  more  welcome  place  for  visiting  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  because  tourists  and  church 
officials  may  be  less  reluctant  to  express 
their  religion  during  their  visits. 

Further,  groups  such  as  volunteers-in- 
mission  may  soon  be  able  to  say  they  are 
going  to  Mexico  on  “church  business” 
when  questioned  by  customs  agents  of  that 
country. 

Mexican  President  Carlos  Salinas  de 


The  Mexican  constitution  bars 
ministers  from  owning 
property,  voting  or 
participating  in  local  politics. 

Gortari  announced  plans  to  change  the 
church’s  legal  situation  during  a  Novem¬ 
ber  address. 

A  month  later  he  met  with  40  leaders  of 
mainline  Protestant  denominations  and  the 
Jewish  community  to  give  each  a  copy  of  the 
proposed  reforms  to  the  constitution. 

Participated  in  forums 

As  a  reaction  to  the  president’s  proposals, 
some  evangelical  leaders — including  Method¬ 
ist  bishops — participated  in  forums,  discus¬ 
sions  and  interviews  with  Mexican  media. 

In  the  meantime,  the  proposals  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  approved  with  minor  changes 
by  the  lower  house  of  the  Mexican  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  is  expected  to  be  approved  by 
their  senate. 

In  a  Jan.  1 3  statement  drafted  by  the  six 
bishops  of  The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  the  church’s  general  cabinet  “expressed 
satisfaction”  with  this  proposed  new  rec¬ 
ognition  of  Mexican  churches. 

They  said  this  means  “the  principle  that 
any  human  being  is  free  to  profess  a  religious 
belief  which  suits  him  best  will  prevail.” 

Positions  cited 

Following  are  positions  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  concerning  various  restric¬ 


tions  on  churches  by  Mexico’s  ruling  party: 

■  “Regarding  granting  ministers  the 
right  to  vote.”  The  bishops  said,  “Such 
right  was  never  promoted  by  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  Christian  sector,  but,  by  receiving  it, 
we  do  it  as  a  right  extended  to  every  Mexi¬ 
can  citizen.” 

■  “Religious  groups  will  be  able  to  en¬ 
gage  legally,  and  without  fear,  in  teaching 
programs,  only  when  they  respect  the  plans 
and  programs  of  official  education.” 

"We  declare,  historically,  that  our  Meth¬ 
odist  educational  institutions  have  always 
respected  the  local  education  of  the  coun¬ 
try,"  said  the  bishops. 

With  this  new  situation,  “we  believe 
that  a  challenge  is  before  our  churches  and 
their  educational  institutions  to  design 
programs  of  spiritual  and  moral  enrich¬ 
ment  for  Mexico’s  children  and  youth.” 

■  “Regarding  protection  when  holding 
public  religious  programs  outside  of  the 
church  facilities.”  The  bishops  said  that  “in¬ 
equality  exists  when  permits  for  programs 
are  denied  to  the  evangelical  public.” 

“We  hope  for  impartial  treatment  for 
all,”  they  said. 

B  “Referring  to  the  restrictions  or  rights 
of  churches  to  have  real  estate  and  other 
property.”  The  bishops  said  they  “affirm 
their  position  that  every  ecclesiatical  prop¬ 
erty  will  continue  to  be  federal  property.” 

Marianne  Hutchison,  a  missionary  from 
the  United  Methodist  World  Division 
serving  in  Monterrey,  Mexico,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  Mexican  bishops  still  sup¬ 
port  this  restriction  because  it  ensures  that 
present  property  will  not  be  taken  from 


REPOSTED  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


MONTERREY,  Mexico— Methodist 
Bishop  Raul  Ruiz,  president  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  cabinet  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico,  said  one  of  the  church's 
goals  will  be  to  establish  a  television 
ministry  if  proposed  reforms  of  his  na¬ 
tion's  constitution  lift  restrictions  on 
Protestant  activities  (see  story  at  left), 
the  Methodist  Church. 

Portions  of  this  story  are  based  on  transla¬ 
tions  from  Spanish  by  lannet  Virginia  Vas- 
quez  of  the  Reporter  staff. 
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Advance  committee  visits  Mexico 


MONTERREY,  Mexico — Marianne  Hutchinson  (left),  a  United 
Methodist  World  Division  missionary  assigned  to  Mexico,  in¬ 
troduces  pastors  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  meeting  recently  in  Monterrey.  Roberto 
Martinez  (center),  lay  pastor  of  the  Mision  Monte  Sinai  in 
Santa  Catarina,  and  the  Rev.  Oscar  Lopez  (right),  pastor  of 
Christo  Viene  Metodista  in  Apodaca,  led  one  of  five  mission 
tours  in  Mexico  for  committee  members. 


' Can  light  commune  with  darkness V 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MONTERREY,  Mexico— A 
bishop  of  The  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico  describes  his  church’s 
relations  with  Roman  Catholics 
in  one  blunt  question; 

“Can  light  have  communion 
with  darkness?” 

Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  of  Quereta¬ 
ro,  Mexico,  continues:  “To  pre¬ 
tend  ‘to  have  full  communion  in 
faith,  mission  and  sacramental 
life’  with  the  Roman  Catholio 
Church  is  a  goal  that  will  require 
radical  changes  in  theology, 
structure  and  practice.” 

With  realities  like  those  in 
mind.  Bishop  Ruiz  and  other 
Methodists  in  Mexico  have  asked 
the  World  Methodist  Council  to 
develop  a  more  objective  study 
of  the  problems  of  Protestants 
and  Catholics  in  Mexico  to 
"achieve  unity  in  our  diversity.” 


The  most  recent  request  from 
Mexican  Methodists  was  made 
to  the  World  Methodist  Council 
this  month. 

The  request  refers  specifically 
to  ongoing  discussions  between 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  bishop  told  the  Reporter 
that  Pope  John  Paul  II  has  de¬ 
clared  that  his  church’s  “new  evan¬ 
gelization”  is  to  “fight  anything 
that  is  not  Roman  Catholic.” 

When  Catholics  have  taken 
that  statement  literally,  said  the 
bishop,  Protestants  have  been 
physically  attacked  and  expelled 
from  communities  in  Mexico. 

Bishop  Ruiz  also  described  an 
incident  in  which  members  of  St. 
Luis  Potosi  Pentecostal  Church 
in  the  town  of  Venado  died  alleg¬ 
edly  because  of  a  gas  leak  in  their 
church.  Some  Protestants  claim 
that  the  door  was  locked  when 


church  members  tried  to  escape 
from  the  building. 

“Members  of  the  Catholic 
church  have  promoted  this  as  a 
mass  suicide,  but  we  know  other¬ 
wise,”  said  Bishop  Ruiz. 

“There  is  a  systematic  open  at¬ 
tack  on  all  other  religious  groups 
by  Roman  Catholics  through  all 
the  mass  media.  The  Catholic 
church  considers  this  a  fight 
against  anything  that  is  not  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic.  So  all  Protestant 
churches  are  considered  a  sect.” 

Bishop  Ruiz  told  the  Reporter 
that,  fortunately,  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Mexico  is  well  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Mexican  govern¬ 
ment  and  does  not  encounter  as 
many  problems  with  Catholics  as 
other  Protestant  groups  do. 

He  says  the  biggest  problems 
occur  with  Pentecostal  groups 
“because  they  are  growing.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Large 
Methodist  Church  consisting  of  5800  members  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  its  Music  Ministry.  This  in¬ 
cludes  a  250  member  sanctuary  choir,  handbell 
choirs,  youth  and  children  choirs,  a  six  event  con¬ 
cert  series  and  church  orchestra.  Please  forward 
the  following  information:  A  one  page  resume, 
three  references,  personal  statement  of  Faith,  a 
statement  of  your  vision  of  a  large  church  music 
ministry  and  a  list  of  works  you  have  conducted. 
Send  application  to:  Director  of  Music  Ministry 
Search  Committee.  Attn.:  Mr.  John  Braid,  Ros¬ 
well  United  Methodist  Church,  814  Mimosa 
Blvd.,  Roswell.  GA  30075. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  NURSERY 
SCHOOL.  Suburban  church  seeks  experienced 
director  for  existing  1 30  child  program.  Resumes 
and  inquiries  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
1630  Hinman  Avenue,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 

POPULAR  PASTORS  WANTED!  New  York 
based  publishing  company  will  write  and/or  pub¬ 
lish  your  book  at  no  cost  to  you!  Welstar  Publica- 
tions  (212)  928-7528. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS.  Sue  Bennett 
College,  an  independent,  coeducational,  liberal 
arts  institution  related  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  invites  applications  for  the  position  of 
Director  of  Admissions.  Applications  and  nomi- 
nations  should  be  sent  to:  Dr.  Paul  G.  Bunnell. 
President,  Sue  Bennett  College,  151  College 
Street.  London.  KY  40741. 

CHRISTIAN  BOOKS.  For  free  list  of  top  selling 
adult  and  children  Christian  books  and  giant 
print  Bibles  send  SASE:  Chapel  Books,  Dept. 
UMR-4.  P.O.  Box  1661,  Sherman,  TX  75091. 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  GUIDE.  The  new  guide  is 
a  simplified  and  condensed  summary  of  every¬ 
thing  you  need  to  know  about  social  security  and 
medicare.  For  free  details  send  SASE  to:  Chapel 
Books,  Dept.  UMR-3,  Sherman,  TX  75091  (no 
obligation). 

DISCOVERY  —  EUREKA  SPRINGS.  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Beautiful  Ozark  mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting,  240- 
acres,  lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501)253-8367. 

REFORMATION  TOUR:  May  18-29,  1992; 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Austria.  Limited  to  22 
persons.  For  brochure  contact:  Rev.  Walter  Wnek 
(617)  631-9345;  18  Cedar  St.  Marblehead,  MA 
01945. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 

Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  CERTIFIED  PRINCI¬ 
PAL  to  direct  educational  program  of  UM  mis¬ 
sion  project  in  Appalachia.  Direct  inquiries  to: 
Personnel  Director,  Red  Bird  Mission,  Beverly, 
KY  40913.  (606)  598-3155. 

ELECTRIC  METAL  PLATE  Addressograph  Ma- 
chine.  Model  #1955WB  includes:  metal  plate 
maker  —  model  #6380,  metal  plate  cabinet  with 
drawers,  some  metal  plates;  Postage  Meter  Ma¬ 
chine  #4250;  Postage  Scales  #5 1 03.  Contact:  First 
UMC,  Richard  Edwards,  Box  505,  Muleshoe,  TX 
79347.(806)272-5517. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  S165  week,  S525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

Communications 
In  Ministry 


Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 
P.O.  Box  660276,  Dallas  TX  76266-0276 
(214)  630-6496  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Evangelist  assails  author's  ideas  on  salvation 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO.  Fla. — Can  you  be 
saved  without  personally  accepting 
Jesus? 

The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  says 
no.  And  he  argues  that  the  work  of 
another  well-known  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leader,  the  Rev.  David  Lowes 
Watson,  seriously  undercuts  that 
understanding. 

Delivering  the  1992  Harry  Den¬ 
man  Lectures  last  week  at  the 
churchwide  Congress  on  Evange¬ 
lism,  Dr.  Dunnam  singled  out  por¬ 
tions  of  Dr.  Watson’s  Abingdon 
Press  book,  “God  Does  Not  Fore¬ 
close:  The  Universal  Promise  of  Sal¬ 
vation,”  as  an  example  of  what  Dr. 
Dunnam  termed  “universalism.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  is  senior  pastor  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  a  former 
world  editor  of  “The  Upper  Room" 
daily  devotional  guide. 

Dr.  Watson  heads  the  Covenant 
Discipleship  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 
In  July  he  will  become  professor  of 
theology  and  congregational  life 
and  mission  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Dunnam  described  “univer¬ 
salism”  as  a  theology  which  holds 
that  salvation  is  guaranteed  to  all 
because  God  resurrected  Christ, 
without  the  need  for  personal  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  Christ  as  Savior. 

“1  read  David’s  book  saying 
‘Amen!’  to  90  percent  of  what  he 
wrote,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

“But  the  big  point  of  whether  all 
persons  are  united  with  God  in 
Christ  without  their  active  partici¬ 
pation  in  accepting  Christ  begs  the 
question  in  a  big  way. 

“The  greatest  theological  barrier  to 
effective  evangelism  today  is  the  di¬ 
minished  centrality  of  Christ.  What 
you  think  of  Jesus  Christ  determines 
what  you  do  about  evangelism.” 

In  chapter  three  of  his  book.  Dr. 
Watson  writes: 

“The  implication  is  that  personal 


Maxie  Dunnam  David  Watson 


conversions  must  therefore  be  the 
priority  of  the  church’s  evangelistic 
ministry,  for  this  is  how  the  reign  of 
God  will  come  to  pass  ....  We  shall 
address  this  weighty  error  in  greater 
detail  [later  in  the  book] 


Although  Dr.  Dunnam  did  not 
cite  specific  passages  in  Dr.  Wat¬ 
son’s  book  with  which  he  disagrees, 
he  warned  his  audience  of  nearly 
700  that  succumbing  to  such  a  the¬ 
ology  would  be  the  downfall  of  the 
Christian  church. 

In  his  other  two  lectures,  Dr. 
Dunnam  asserted  that: 

■  Word  and  deed  must  go  to¬ 
gether  so  that  evangelism  creates 
disciples  who  in  turn  create  more 
disciples. 

“We  must  experience  the  whole 
Gospel  for  the  whole  person  in  the 
whole  world,”  he  said. 

■  The  local  congregation  has  a 


central  role,  as  the  people  of  God 
and  the  body  of  Christ,  to  bring 
word  and  deed  together  in  evange¬ 
lism. 

“The  church  must  speak  the 
Good  News  fearlessly  and  compas¬ 
sionately  to  all  the  world,  see  with 
Christ’s  eyes,  and  heal  with  Christ’s 
hands,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

The  Denman  Lectures  are  named 
for  the  late  lay  evangelist  Harry 
Denman.  They  are  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist-related  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Evangelism,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  that  raises  funds  to  support 
evangelism  efforts  across  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


UMs  concerned  with  diminished' 
values  plan  policy-making  strategy 


"Basically,  it's  the  same  group  of  people  who 
organized  the  Houston  Declaration." 

— Maxie  Dunnam 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — Some 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  lay- 
people  concerned  about  “dimin¬ 
ished”  family  values  and  local 
church  funds  are  meeting  Jan. 
24-25  in  Memphis  to  hammer 
out  a  strategy  for  the  church’s  up¬ 
coming  policymaking  General 
Conference. 

Organizers  said  the  action  is 
similar  to  one  before  the  most  re¬ 
cent  (1988)  General  Conference. 
That  gathering  issued  the  “Hous¬ 
ton  Declaration,”  so  named  be¬ 
cause  the  strategists  met  in  that 
Texas  city. 

The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam, 
senior  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis 
and  host  for  this  month’s  gather¬ 
ing,  said  about  75  people  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  discuss  a  range  of 
issues  slated  to  come  before  the 
May  5-15  General  Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  possible  dis¬ 


cussion  topics  include: 

U  Opposition  to  proposals  to 
change  the  church’s  stance  which 
says  that  homosexual  practice  is 
“incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching”; 

I  Diminished  support  for 
family  structures; 

■  Sexual  immorality; 

-  ■  Support  for  a  proposal  to 
move  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  head¬ 
quarters  from  New  York; 

■  Opposition  to  the  proposed 
$495  million  budget  for  United 
Methodist  general-church  pro¬ 
grams  during  1993-96  in  light  of 


diminishing  resources  for  local 
congregations  caused  by  the  U.S. 
recession. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  that  clergy  and 
laypeople  from  all  five  of  the 
church’s  regional  jurisdictions  in 
the  U.S.  are  invited  to  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Dunnam  said  the  meeting 
may  produce  a  position  state¬ 
ment  similar  to  the  1988  “Hous¬ 
ton  Declaration”  which  opposed 
changing  the  church’s  stance  that 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching. 

“Basically,  it’s  the  same  group  of 
people  who  organized  the  Houston 
Declaration,"  he  explained. 
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Acadiana  District 

100%  PAID 

Abbeville  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 

Pecan  Island  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 
Berwick  UMC  Rev.  David  B.  Dietzel 

Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Robert  A.  Walmsley 

First  UMC,  Franklin  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 
McGowen  UMC  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 

Gibson  UMC  Rev.  Donald  E.  MacDonald 
Kaplan  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Jeanerette 

Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Fitzgerald  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
St.  Peter  UMC  Rev.  Herbert  E.  Green  Sr. 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 
Lydia  UMC  Rev.  Bobby  Cormier 

Green  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Henry  L.  Jones 

Wiley  UMC  Rev.  Henry  L.  Jones 

Memorial  UMC,  Matthews 

Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Bayou  Blue  UMC  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Melville  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Palmetto  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Walmsley  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr. 
Mason  UMC  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr. 

Wesley  UMC,  Napoleonville 

Rev.  Albert  Holland 
Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Albert  Holland 

First  UMC,  New  Iberia  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker  Jr. 
New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

Port  Barre  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

Scott  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 

Louisiana  Mem  UMC  _ _ 

Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  A.  Stokes 

Patterson  UMC  Rev.  Scott  T.  Bullock 

Mallalieu  UMC,  St.  Martinv 

Rev.  Lebaron  T.  Taylor 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Lebaron  T.  Taylor 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Washington 

Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 
St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 

First  UMC,  Thibodaux  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 
Vacherie  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 

Calvary  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  D.  Zerger 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  D.  Zerger 

North  Wood  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 

Alexandria  District 

First  UMC  Alexandria  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr. 
Fellowship  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan  Jr. 
Newman  UMC  Rev.  Isiah  N.  Lee  Jr. 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Wilton  UMC  Rev.  Dorothy  Johnson 

Union  UMC  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 

St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 
Macarthur  Drive  UMC  Rev.  Sherman  L.  Beird 
First  UMC,  Boyce  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 
Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 
Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 
Whites  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 
Selma  UMC  Rev.  Nell  M.  McClemore 

Colfax  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Huber 

Hollins  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Huber 
Nolley  Mem  UMC,  Jena 

Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Belah  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 
Cheneyville  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 

Marksville  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  L.  Walters 
Simmesport  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  L.  Walters 
Campti  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

St.  Maurice  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Montgomery  UMC  Rev.  Sandi  B.  Huber 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Sandi  B.  Huber 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

Emmanuel  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Campti  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Cheneyville  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
Williams  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 

College  Avenue  UMC  Rev.  James  B.  Moore 
Marthaville  UMC  Rev.  James  B.  Moore 
Beulah  UMC  Rev.  James  B.  Moore 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 
Melder  UMC  Rev.  Lonnie  M.  Walding 

Olla  UMC  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore 

Urania  UMC  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore 

Palestine  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr. 
First  UMC,  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Samuel  Butler  Sr. 

St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Samuel  Butler  Sr. 

Pollock  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

Provencal  UMC  Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

Weaver  UMC  Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  George  K.  Reech,  II 
Eden  UMC  Rev.  George  K.  Reech,  II 

First  UMC,  Winnfield 

Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 


Couley  UMC  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 

Atlanta  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr. 

Strange  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr. 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr. 

Baton  Rouge  District 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Duke 
Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC 

Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr. 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Manasseh  C.  Cady 
Andrews  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  J.  Miller 
Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Johns 

Jordan  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  Howington 

St.  Pauls  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  Howington 

Neely  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 

St.  Andrews  UMC  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 
St.  Johns  UMC  Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Bowman 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 
Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Zachary  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Laws 

Moses  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Laws 

Clinton  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Willie  R.  Lafayette 
St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Willie  R.  Lafayette 

First  UMC,  Donaldsonville 

Rev.  Stephen  J.  Fleming 
St.  James  UMC-Belle  Rose 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 

Meadows  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Jackson  UMC  Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham 
Ethel  UMC  Rev.  George  B.  Cunningham 
First  UMC,  Plaquemine  Rev.  Weldon  C.  Bares 
Hurst  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wesley 
Scott  Chapel  UMC,  Pt  Alle 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Williams 

St.  Francisville  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Slaughter  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Asbury  UMC,  Norwood 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Evangeline  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 
Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 

St.  Peter  UMC,  Maringouin 

Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 
Tunica  UMC  Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby 

Lake  Charles  District 

Wakefield  UMC  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 

Grand  Chenier  UMC  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 
Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 
Maxie  UMC  Rev.  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

Ville  Platte  UMC  Rev.  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 
First  UMC,  DeQuincy  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr. 
First  UMC,  DeRidder  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
Elizabeth  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Hopewell  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lionel  J.  Marcel 

Iota  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

Sweetlake  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

Gueydan  UMC  Rev.  E.  J.  Martin 

AA  Bernard  Mem/Hayes  UMC 

Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
First  UMC,  Jennings  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Averett 
Welsh  UMC  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. 

Oberlin  UMC  Rev.  Edwin  H.  House  Jr. 

Kinder  UMC  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 

Ragley,  Squyres  UMC  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 
First  UMC,  Lk  Chas  Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson 
Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd 

St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
Korean  UMC  Rev.  Chung  Baek  Kim 

University  UMC,  Lk  Chas  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
Warren  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Martin  Sr. 

First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Macedonia  UMC  Rev.  Mikel  Wiley 

Moss  Bluff  UMC  Rev.  David  R.  DeWitt 
Oakdale  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Pine  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Prospect  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Hombeck  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Raymond  UMC  Rev.  Michael  L.  Hammett 
Rayne  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Branch  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Ebenezer  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Roanoke  UMC  Rev.  Leon  A.  Boggs 

Maplewood  UMC  Rev.  J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 
Henning  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Wideman 
Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Hackberry  UMC  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 


Monroe  District 

Baskin  UMC 
Reily  Mem  UMC 
Crowville  UMC 
Epps  UMC 
Floyd  UMC 
Pioneer  UMC 
Grayson  UMC 
Kelly  UMC 


Rev.  Cecil  C.  Mims 
Dr.  John  M.  Braden 
Rev.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 
Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 


First  UMC,  Lk  Providence 

Rev.  John  M.  Downs 
Mangham  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 

First  UMC,  Monroe  Rev.  John  M.  Lee 

Memorial  UMC  Re' .  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 
Reveille  UMC  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson 

St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Davis  W.  Clark 

St.  Paul  UMC  Rev.  Edward  Thomas 

St.  Pauls  UMC,  Monroe 

Rev.  W.  Odell  Simmons 
Rayville  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

Holly  Ridge  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

St.  Joseph  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 
First  UMC,  Waterproof 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 

First  UMC,  Sicily  Island 

Rev.  M.  Stuart  Sherman 
First  UMC,  Harrisonburg 

Rev.  M.  Stuart  Sherman 
First  UMC,  Tallulah  Rev.  B.  Ramon  Warren 
Mt.  Olive  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Addison 

First  UMC,  W.  Monroe 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 
McGuire  UMC  Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 
Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Newton  Home  Jr. 
First  UMC,  Winnsboro 

Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 
Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Lillard  R.  Bevill 
Newellton  Union  Church 

Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Graham  Jr. 

New  Orleans  District 

Belle  Chasse  UMC  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
St.  James  UMC  Marrero 

Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengston 

St.  James  UMC,  Convent  Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 
Gretna  UMC  Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton 

Thomas  UMC  Rev.  James  S.  Davidson 

St.  James  UMC,  Hahnville 

Rev.  James  S.  Davidson 
First  UMC,  LaPlace  Rev.  Charles  P.  Strong 
Lutcher  UMC  Rev.  Charles  P.  Strong 

St.  Landry  UMC  Rev.  Gregory  McClay,  Sr. 
Munholland  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
St.  Matthews  UMC  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks 
Asbury  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher 
Metairie  UMC  Rev.  Leland  D.  Wade 

Grace  UMC  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams 
Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr. 

LaHarpe  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Jr. 
Napoleon  Av/Parker  Mem  UMC 

Rev.  M.  Douglas  Ezell 
Phillips  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
Shaw  Temple  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr. 
Williams  UMC  Rev.  Burnell  Bell 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Comer 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Richard  T.  Stiltner 

North  Shore  District 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Independence  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  Francis 

Marys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  Francis 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Mem  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Center  UMC  Rev.  William  R.  Boyd 

Darlington  UMC  Rev.  William  R.  Boyd 
Waldheim  UMC  Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Days  UMC  Rev.  Johnny  Clark 

First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock 
Roberts  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 

St.  Luke  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 
Winan  UMC  Rev.  Terrence  S.  Agust 

Greensburg  UMC  Rev.  Ed  Deweese 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Ed  Deweese 

First  UMC,  Hammond  Rev.  Barbara  S.  Duke 
Lacombe  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  Alston 

Mangum  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Mike  Polk 

James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Mike  Polk 

Loranger  UMC  Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier 

St.  Timothy  On  N/Shore  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 
Montpelier  UMC  Dr.  Charles  E.  Scott 

Talisheek  UMC  Rev.  L.  John  Locascio 

Lees  Landing  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson 
Wesley  Chapel  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 

Aldersgate  UMC  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 

First  UMC,  Slidell  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
First  UMC,  Springfield 

Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary  Sr. 
Huffs  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary  Sr. 
Maurepas  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary  Sr. 
Newell  UMC  Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 

Tangipahoa  UMC  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Nesom  Mem.  Tickfaw  UMC  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 

Vamado  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Sun  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Livingston  UMC  Rev.  J.  Penn  Morgan 


Ruston  District 

Ansley  UMC  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 

Arcadia  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  DeGraffenried 
Athens  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Bernice  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  P.  Volentine 
Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  P.  Volentine 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Walter  L.  Parr  Jr. 
Calhoun  UMC  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  Martin  W.  Corie 

Chatham  UMC  Rev.  Owen  H.  Peyton 

Choudrant  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Douglas  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Clay  UMC  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 

Downsville  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Bethel  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Doyline  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Sibley  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Dubach  UMC  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 

Farmerville  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  O’Dell 

Gibsland  UMC  Rev.  R.  Michael  Townsend 
Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  R.  Michael  Townsend 
Haynesville  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

Shongaloo  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

Heflin  UMC  Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer 

Brushwood  UMC  Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer 

Dodson  UMC  Rev.  Randall  B.  Scrivener 
New  Hope  UMC  Rev.  Randall  B.  Scrivener 
First  UMC,  Homer  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 
Jonesboro  UMC  Rev.  George  A.  McVay 

Marion  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

Birds  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

First  UMC,  Minden  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads  III 
Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 

Concord  UMC  Rev.  Robert  E.  Townsend 
Bethlehem  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Ringgold  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Castor  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  Dr.  Byrl  J.  Moreland 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
Simsboro  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

Salem  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

Springhill  UMC  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Sarepta  UMC  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Lisbon  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 

McIntyre  UMC  Rev.  William  Jack  Maxey 
Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Joe  E.  Hunter 

Eros  UMC  T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 

Antioch  UMC,  Eros  T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 
Pilgrims  Rest  UMC  Rev.  Quinton  J.  Gibson 

Shreveport  District 

Benton  UMC  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber 

Blanchard  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
Barksdale  UMC  Rev.  Paul  D.  Davis 

First  UMC,  Bossier  City  Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

McDonald  UMC  Rev.  Clyde  T.  Smith 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman 
Greenwood  UMC  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 
Bethany  UMC  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 

Ida  UMC  Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 
Gilliam  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Pleasant  Valley  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 
Bonchest  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Fairview  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Jarrell  R.  Morgan 

Logansport  UMC  Rev.  Loretta  M.  Lampkin 
Bethel  UMC  Rev.  Loretta  M.  Lampkin 

New  Light  UMC  Rev.  Levi  Moore 

Love  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo 

Haughton  UMC  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo 

First  UMC,  Mansfield 

Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries 

Grand  Cane  UMC 

Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries 
Wesley  UMC,  Mansfield  Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd 
Shady  Grove  UMC  Rev.  S.  Charles  Byrd 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman 
Oil  City  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Moore 

Plain  Dealing  UMC  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 

Walkers  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 

Pleasant  Hill  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Mitchell  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Pelican  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Vivian  UMC  Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 

Zwolle  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Converse  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Noble  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Broadmoor  UMC  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Caddo  Heights  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 
Belcher  UMC  Rev.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield 
Faith  UMC  Rev.  Willie  E.  Jackson  Jr. 

First  UMC,  Shreveport  Rev.  John  E.  Sellers 
Jewella  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

Rosa  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 

St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 
Momingside  UMC  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant 
Noel  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  T.  Nichols  Evans  Jr. 

Ellerbe  Road  UMC 

Rev.  James  A.  Van  Hook  Jr. 
Keithville  UMC  Rev.  Clifford  N.  McCall 
St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 

Round  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport 

Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 


Johnson  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
Summer  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
Sr. 

Trinity  UMC,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Carl  D.  Munyon 
Bradford  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Lee  C.  Jennings 


'Special  Recognition' 

The  following  churches  have  paid  100%  on  all  apportion¬ 
ments,  plus  payments  on  General  Advance  Specials,  Confer¬ 
ence  Advance  Specials  and  General  Church  offerings. 

Lake  Charles  District 

Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Tracy  L.  McKenzie 
Maxie  UMC  Rev.  Tracy  L.  Mackenzie 

Iota  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

Welsh  UMC  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. 

St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
University  UMC,  Lk.  Chas.  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Oakdale  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Pine  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage,  Jr. 
Rayne  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Branch  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Ebenezer  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Henning  Mem.  UMC  Rev.  Fred  B.  Wideman 
Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd 

Baton  Rouge  District 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Duke 
Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
St.  Andrews  UMC  Rev.  Marie  P.  Williams 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 
Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Willie  Laws 

Clinton  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

St.  Francisville  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 
Evangeline  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 

North  Shore  District 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Mem.  UM 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
First  UMC,  Denham  Springs 

Rev.  Steven  M.  Spurlock 
Roberts  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 
St.  Timothy  On  N/Shore  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

Acadiana  District 

Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

First  UMC,  Franklin  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 
Memorial  UMC,  Matthews 

Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 

Louisiana  Mem.  UMC 

Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Melvin  D.  Zerger 

New  Orleans  District 

Gretna  UMC  Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton 

St.  Matthews  UMC  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks 
Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Comer 

Ruston  District 

Doyline  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Sibley  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Farmerville  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  O’Dell 

Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 

Alexandria  District 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Nolley  Mem.  UMC,  Jena 

Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Belah  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Monroe  District 

First  UMC,  Monroe  Rev.  John  M.  Lee 

First  UMC,  W.  Monroe 

Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 
McGuire  UMC  Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Shreveport  District 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 
Plain  Dealing  UMC  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
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%  Paid 

Church 

Appor- 

District 

Paid 

Apportionment 

All  Funds 

Ruston 

432.288.00 

483.689.70 

96.97 

Alexandria 

391,346.00 

415.521.21 

96.08 

Lake  Charles 

539,519.00 

573.909.62 

93.93 

North  Shore 

492.223.00 

498.675.75 

93.25 

Baton  Rouge 

825.848.00 

900.372.18 

93.03 

Shreveport 

967.830.00 

941.503.80 

91.52 

Monroe 

566.448.00 

529.979.85 

84.14 

Acadiana 

452.693.00 

406.804.96 

81.99 

New  Orleans 

766.013.00 

677,612.67 

79.56 

LA  Conference 

5.434,208.00 

5.428.069.74 

89.66 
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Editorial 


Are  Christians  too  quiet? 


When  a  respected  observer  of  the 
religious  scene  assesses  the  state  of 
organized  religion,  it  merits  no¬ 
tice — especially  when  the  observa¬ 
tion  is  essentially  negative. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  A.  Briggs,  for¬ 
mer  religion  editor  of  “The  New 
York  Times,”  is  one  such  observer. 

Mr.  Briggs,  a  United  Methodist,  re¬ 
cently  made  the  following  comment, 
partly  to  explain  secular  media’s  re¬ 
ported  low  interest  in  religious  news. 

“I  have  this  feeling  that  religion 
in  America  right  now  is  extremely 
quiet  and  seems  to  be  in  the  dol¬ 
drums,"  Mr.  Briggs  said. 

We  believe  Mr.  Briggs  is  at  least 
partly  right  about  “quiet”  but  dead 
wrong  about  “doldrums.” 

Regarding  the  latter,  our  experi¬ 
ence  as  religious  journalists  flatly 
contradicts  Mr.  Briggs’  impression. 

Far  from  being  “in  the  dol¬ 
drums,"  religion  flourishes,  at  least 
in  its  Christian  expression. 

It’s  hard  to  find  a  major  urban  area 
that  doesn’t  include  religious  groups 
leading  efforts  to  fight  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse  or  helping  to  lift  public 
awareness  of  AIDS — all  in  the  name 
of  Christian  compassion  and  justice. 

Nor  should  one  forget  church¬ 
wide  efforts  to  grapple  with  com¬ 
plex  and  often  explosive  issues  of 
human  sexuality,  with  a  societal  cri¬ 
sis  in  health-care  costs,  and  with  the 
human  pain  of  a  lingering  recession. 

If  people  in  the  secular  media  don’t 
grasp  the  lively  role  that  religion  and 
religious  groups  are  playing  in  these 
and  similar  matters  the  difficulty 
surely  isn’t  that  religion  is  “in  the  dol¬ 


drums.”  Rather,  they  might  well  pon¬ 
der  Jesus'  query.  “Do  you  have  eyes, 
and  fail  to  see”  (Mark  8:18)? 

Nevertheless,  might  Christians  be 
too  “quiet,”  as  Mr.  Briggs  implies? 

Yes,  we  might  be,  in  the  sense 
that  we’re  often  timid  about  telling 
our  story  and  slow  to  help  others, 
such  as  secular  newspaper  and 
broadcast  editors,  “see”  the  many 
ways  we  put  our  faith  into  action. 

Our  hunch  is  that  few  congrega¬ 
tions  lack  a  story  worth  sharing.  In 
fact,  most  have  many  stories,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  they  look  beyond  the  or¬ 
ganized  activities  of  their  church  to 
the  day-to-day  efforts  of  their  mem¬ 
bers  to  live  as  Christians  on  the  job 
and  in  their  communities. 

Unfortunately,  we  too  often 
“hide  our  light  under  a  bushel,” 
falsely  assuming  that  no  one  else 
cares  or  considers  what  we  do  to  be 
newsworthy — a  strange  assumption 
indeed  for  those  who  claim  among 
themselves  to  be  people  of  God! 

We  need  instead  to  recall  that  the 
essence  of  our  life  together  as 
Christ’s  followers  is  our  call  to  be 
tellers  and  doers  of  “good  NEWS.” 

Hence,  Mr.  Briggs’  remark  about 
religion  being  quiet  prompts  a  pair 
of  pertinent  questions: 

What  stories  about  our  individual 
and  corporate  efforts  to  live  out  our 
Christian  faith  might  we  be  hiding 
under  a  bushel? 

What  might  we  do  to  make  those 
stories  known  to  others — not  mere¬ 
ly  to  dispel  notions  that  we’re  in  the 
doldrums,  but  to  fulfill  our  call  to 
proclaim  the  ways  and  will  of  God? 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Gospel  of  Thomas  arouses  interest 


A  lead  story  about  the  “Fifth 
Gospel” — the  Gospel  according 
to  Thomas — in  the  Jan.  10  issue 
probably  will  arouse  a  lot  of  curi¬ 
osity. 

I  have  read  through  the  first 
published  version  (1959)  of  the 
“gospel”  by  Harper  &  Brothers 
and  wonder  if  there  is  not  much 
more  in  translation  now. 

The  edition  1  have  only  has  se¬ 
lected  quotations  of  Jesus,  many 
of  them  paraphrases  of  already 
familiar  passages  from  the  synop¬ 
tics  and  a  few  allusions  from  the 
Gospel  of  John.  Would  not 
Thomas  have  included  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Passion  of  our  Lord 
along  with  teachings  just  as  the 
canonical  gospels  did? 

I  raise  questions  because  of  the 
assertion  that  “Thomas  is  as  au¬ 
thentic  as  the  New  Testament 
Gospels.”  Was  not  Gnosticism 
discredited  even  before  the  New 
Testament  was  completed  and 
surely  afterward? 

A  careful  reading  in  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  Thomas  Gospel  re¬ 
veals  sayings  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Jesus  that  no  literate  Christian 
could  accept. 

For  example,  in  the  last  nine 
lines  of  my  edition  we  find  this: 
“Simon  Peter  said  to  them:  ’Let 
Mary  go  out  from  among  us,  be¬ 
cause  women  are  not  worthy  of 
the  Life.’  Jesus  said:  “See,  I  shall 
lead  her,  so  that  I  will  make  her 


male,  that  she  too  may  become  a 
living  spirit  resembling  you 
males.  For  every  woman  who 
makes  herself  male  will  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

I  think  the  real  Jesus  would 
have  sharply  rebuked  Peter  for  the 
remark  attributed  to  him  and 
would  certainly  not  have  followed 
it  with  the  strange  statement  about 
women  becoming  male. 

What  a  relief  to  come  back 
from  this,  attributed  to  Thomas, 
one  of  the  Twelve,  to  the  well¬ 
loved,  familiar  gospel  accounts! 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane,  Washington 

Information  is  misleading 

The  information  in  the  Jan.  10 
article  about  the  “Fifth  Gospel” 
is  misleading.  The  article  and  its 
sources  assume  that  Thomas  and 
the  other  Nag  Hammadi  Texts 
(NHC)  date  back  to  the  4th  cen¬ 
tury  B.C. 

There  has  been  a  well-document¬ 
ed  controversy  surrounding  the 
dating  of  the  NHC  ever  since  they 
were  discovered  in  1945.  Some  re¬ 
cent  historians,  who  have  no  theo¬ 
logical  interest  in  the  debate, 
counter  biblical  scholarship  and  in¬ 
sist  that  these  Coptic  translations 
are  based  on  Greek  originals  of  the 
2nd  or  3rd  century  A.D. 

If  Prof.  Koester  is  correct  that 
“nearly  all  biblical  scholars  in  the 
U.S.  agree  that  Thomas  is  as  au¬ 


thentic  as  the  New  Testament 
Gospels,”  it  is  a  sad  commentary 
on  biblical  scholarship. 

The  underlying  assumption  of 
this  presupposition  is  that  Chris¬ 
tianity  developed  within  the  con¬ 
text  of  its  environment  rather 
than  recognizing  its  development 
“as  an  absolutely  unique  or  su¬ 
pernatural  reality  isolated  from 
its  immediate  surroundings.” 

Therefore,  a  good  many  of  us 
still  believe  that  Gnosticism  and 
its  writings  were  an  aberration  in 
the  subsequent  development  of 
apostolic  Christianity. 

In  fact,  we  believe  that  it  is  still 
heresy  as  almost  all  of  the  early 
Church  fathers  believed. 

Mark  Rains 

Morgantown,  Pennsylvania 

Refreshing  model  discussed 

Thanks  to  Joe  Frazer  for  rais¬ 
ing  a  question  about  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  the  charge  conference. 
Without  responding  to  all  the 
possible  issues,  I  would  like  to 
share  a  refreshing  model  initiat¬ 
ed  by  one  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Shirley  Hill, 
Kerrville  District  in  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  conference. 

Ms.  Hill  offers  her  53  churches 
some  choices  for  how  they  would 
like  to  use  her  leadership.  For  ex¬ 
ample: 

1)  One-hour  consultation  to 
identify  3-5  priority  action  goals; 


2)  Consecration  Sunday  for 
stewardship  emphasis; 

3)  Fan  the  Flame:  celebrating 
the  small  membership  church;  or 

4)  Charge  conference. 

This  year  some  17  churches 
chose  an  option  other  than  the 
charge  conference,  and  Rev.  Hill 
deployed  a  veteran  retired  pastor 
to  conduct  those  17  charge  con¬ 
ferences. 

I  attended  the  recent  charge 
conference  in  my  wife’s  congrega¬ 
tion  and  found  the  district  super¬ 
intendent’s  work  most  creative, 
stimulating  and  worthwhile. 

Jack  D. Heacock 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Where  did  you  get  three? 

A  photo  in  the  Jan.  3  issue 
shows  three  men  with  camels. 
Under  the  photo  it  states:  “Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bible,  three  ‘wise 
men’  followed  a  star  . . .” 

Would  you  please  give  me  the 
Bible  source  stating  the  number 
of  wise  men.  My  Bibles  give  no 
number  of  wise  men.  Just  be¬ 
cause  there  were  three  gifts  men¬ 
tioned  does  not  mean  there  were 
three  men. 

Anne  H.  LaRew 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  StancL 


Christians  need  to  know  the  real  Castro 


Faithfully  yours= 


By  CLIFFORD  W.  CROUCH 

“They  made  us  go  naked.  They 
beat  us  and  ordered  us  to  huddle  to¬ 
gether  in  the  corner  . . .  When  they 
came  to  search  (the  prison  cells),  ev¬ 
eryone  tried  to  hide  what  they  had 
...  I  had  left  my  Bible  on  the  bunk 
where  I  slept.  Rescuing  it  was  Very 
important.  It  was  my  spiritual 
guide,  my  spiritual  strength  in  the 
middle  of  that  chaos.  I  went  to  save 
it  as  if  it  were  my  life.  I  returned  to 
my  cell  to  hide  the  Bible.  I  didn’t 
notice  the  guards  watching  me.  I 
picked  up  the  Bible.  A  guard  shot 
me  at  point-blank  range  and  de¬ 
stroyed  my  left  leg.” 

—Protestant  evangelist  Sergio 
Bravo  (inmate  of  Cuban  prisons  for 
18  years),  in  the  documentary  film 
“Nobody  Listened” 

Late  last  year,  Cuba’s  govern¬ 
ment  took  steps  to  amend  its  consti¬ 
tution  to  allow  religious  believers  to 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Clifford  W.  Crouch 
is  a  member  of  First 

United  Methodist  _ _  _ 

Church,  Pearland,  Texas  (Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


join  the  Communist  Party,  that  is¬ 
land’s  only  legal  political  party 
since  Fidel  Castro  deified  it  over 
three  decades  ago. 

We  are  now  told  that  this  step 
(roughly  akin  to  inviting  an  oft-beat¬ 
en  horse  to  enter  a  burning,  collaps¬ 
ing  stable)  is  a  heartening  sign  of 


Castro’s  new  sensitivity  to  religion. 

“I  am  very  pleased  that  (the  pro¬ 
hibition)  has  been  removed,”  the 
“Maximum  Leader”  (Castro)  told 
the  United  Methodist  News  Service 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  27  and  Jan.  3). 

An  unspoken  question 

-F  But  the  question  unspoken  in  the 
article  is  this:  Why,  in  an  autocracy 
such  as  Fidel’s  Cuba,  did  this  won¬ 
drous  breakthrough  take  so  many 
years? 

I  suspect  Castro’s  new-bom  sensi¬ 
tivity  dates  precisely  from  Sept.  11, 
when  Mikhail  Gorbachev  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  the  now-defunct 
USSR  to  withdraw  1 1 ,000  military 
personnel  from  Cuba  and  cancel  an 
annual  subsidy  of  some  $6  billion  to 
its  government.  This  subsidy 
amounted  to  25  percent  or  more  of 
Cuba’s  national  economy. 

Desperate  to  maintain  power  at 
any  price,  Castro  will  gladly  make 
any  trifling  gesture  of  conciliation 


ciSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


FOR  CENTURIES 
THEOLOGIANS  HAVE 
DEBATED  WHEN  A  CHILD 

Reaches  the  ag-e  of 

ACCOUNTABILITY — 
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THKT  MOMENT  INTttAE  WHCK 
INNOCENCE  IS  LOST  AND  WE 
ARE  HELD  RESPONSIBLE 
FOROoRSlNS.  SPEAKING- 
FOR  KIDS  EVERYWHERE, 
T  HOPE  GOD  GIVES  OS 
AT  LEAST 
OHTtL— 


What  others  are  saying 


“Ceremony  means  wearing  a 
cross. . .  Sacrament  means  bearing 
the  cross.” 

— The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  pas- 
.  tor.  Cascade  United  Methodist 
Church,  Atlanta 

*  *  * 

“Our  connectional  system  was 
built  on  trust.  If  that  system  of  trust 
is  breaking  down,  we  either  have  to 
rebuild  the  system  and  reestablish 
trust,  or  find  a  new  basis  for  our 


sharing  in  the  church." 

— The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary,  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship. 

*  *  * 

“Every  actor  needs  good  stories 
to  inhabit.  As  an  adult,  I  learned  of 
God’s  story,  and  God’s  story  is  the 
one  I  want  to  inhabit.” 

— Actress  Polly  Holliday. 

•  «  • 

“When  you  met  the  Scriptures 


and  they  affected  you,  and  then  you 
offered  them  to  me,  that’s  when 
Christ  was  in  this  place.” 

— Laywoman  Barbara  Bate,  preach¬ 
ing  instructor,  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 


“Opportunity  [with  youths]  is 
like  a  hair  on  a  bald-headed  man;  it 
only  goes  around  once.” 

— Dr.  M.  Jocelyn  Elders,  director, 
Arkansas  Department  of  Health. 
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that  might  help  to  subvert  the  “cru¬ 
el,”  “unfair”  U.S.  economic  embar¬ 
go  of  his  totalitarian  rule. 

“In  Cuba,  there  has  never  been 
one  missing  person,  which  is  so 
common  in  Latin  America  and  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  world,”  Castro  said. 
It  is  true  that  Castro  has  chosen  not 
to  generate  Cuban  desaparacidos  in 
quite  the  same-way  that  Argentina 
and  Chile  once  did.  No,  Castro 
went  to  a  different  school. 

Instead,  he  rules  through  “social¬ 
ist  legality,”  by  which  every  dissi¬ 
dent  is  legally  labeled  a 
counterrevolutionary,  a  criminal 
against  the  state,  a  delinquent,  and 
a  gusano  (worm),  and  subject  to  a 
lengthy  prison  term — or  worse. 

Instead,  there  have  been  televised 
Stalin-style  show  trials,  such  as  that  in 
1 989  of  Cuban  general  Amaldo  Ochoa 
Sanchez  on  contrived  drug  charges. 

Instead,  the  Cuban  government 
supports  quasi-official  lynch  mobs 
(called  CDRs,  or  Committees  for 
the  Defense  of  the  Revolution), 
which  smash  any  public  display  of 
unrest  and  physically  assault  sus¬ 
pected  “troublemakers.” 

Anyone  who  believes  Castro’s  ab¬ 
surd  claim  that  “in  Cuba,  torture 
and  murder  have  not  been  used  as 
political  tools”  should  read  the  pris¬ 
on  memoirs  of  Cuban  exile  Ar¬ 
mando  Valladares,  “Against  All 
Hope,”  or  any  of  the  recent  reports 
on  human  rights  in  Cuba  released 
by  Americas  Watch,  Amnesty  Inter¬ 
national,  or  the  Organization  of 
American  States. 

Marx,  Lenin  remain  idols 

Despite  his  recent  gestures,  Cas¬ 
tro  remains  a  vehement  Marxist-Le- 
ninist,  now  ending  his  lengthy 
harangues  with  the  cry,  “Socialism 
or  Death!”  Let  us  not  forget  in  our 
longing  to  reach  out  to  genuine 
Christians  in  Cuba  that  Mr.  Cas¬ 
tro’s  idols  remain  Karl  Marx  and 
Vladimir  Lenin. 

The  former  characteristically  pro¬ 
claimed  (in  his  essay  “On  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Question”)  that  “the  existence 
of  religion  is  the  existence  of  a  de¬ 
fect  (in  society).”  For  his  part,  Le¬ 
nin  (in  a  letter  to  the  Russian  writer 
Maxim  Gorky)  asserted  that:  “Ev¬ 
ery  religious  idea,  every  idea  of  god 
...  is  unutterable  vileness  . . .  (And) 
the  priest  who  seduces  young  girls  is 
far  less  dangerous  . . .  than  a  demo¬ 
cratic  priest  with  ideas  who  preach¬ 
es  the  making  and  creating  of  god.” 

Economic  and  political  sanctions 
on  Castro’s  regime  must  remain  in 
place  as  long  as  basic  human  rights 
are  denied. 

Visitors  to  Cuba  must  use  their 
sojourns  to  plead  for  imprisoned 
dissidents. 

And  we  in  U.S.  churches  must 
not  confuse  Castro  with  the  Chris¬ 
tians  of  Cuba  any  more  than  we 
confuse  Nero  with  the  Christians  of 
ancient  Rome. 


Flashbacks  of  racial  strife 
remind  me  of  God's  grace 


The  flashbacks  happened  at  lunch 
at  a  Ramada  Inn  in  Albuquerque. 

The  distinguished 
black  physician  M. 

Jocelyn  Elders,  a 
keynote  speaker  at 
the  national  meet¬ 
ing  I  was  covering 
for  the  Reporter, 
had  invited  me  to 
sit  at  her  table.  Diane  Balay 

Dr.  Elders,  a  United  Methodist, 
is  director  of  the  Arkansas  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health. 

We  discovered  as  we  talked  that 
we  both  grew  up  in  south  Arkansas. 
We  were  also  students  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Arkansas  Medical  Center 
in  the  same  city  and  during  the 
same  historic  and  bitter  time:  Little 
Rock,  1957. 

Troops  sent  over  protests 

“Little  Rock,  1957”  is  synony¬ 
mous  with  the  school  integration  cri¬ 
sis  at  Central  High  School.  Over  the 
protests  of  Arkansas  governor  Or¬ 
ville  Faubus,  President  Eisenhower 
sent  in  the  101st  airborne  division  to 
enforce  the  racial  integration  law 
and  to  protect  nine  black  students 
from  snarling  hecklers. 

Ugly  pictures  flickered  on  nation¬ 
al  television  and  splattered  the  na¬ 
tion’s  newspapers. 

Only  black  youths  who  were  very 
brave  tried  to  study  in  a  previously 
all-white  school  in  such  a  volatile 
climate. 

My  lunch  companion,  Jocelyn  El¬ 
ders,  was  one  of  those  brave  young 
people. 

Maxine  Sutton  was  another. 


Maxine  was  the  only  black  stu¬ 
dent  nurse  in  my  class  at  the  medi¬ 
cal  center.  An  incident  involving 
her  caused  the  situation  to  boil  over 
for  our  entire  class. 

...jii! 

We  were  a  small  group 

We  were  a  small  group,  only  a 
dozen  of  us,  in  the  new  university- 
related  school  of  nursing. 

One  day  we  were  all  attending  a 
meeting  at  a  downtown  Little  Rock 
hotel.  We  went  into  the  hotel  dining 
room  for  lunch. 

A  waiter  came  over  and  whis¬ 
pered  to  some  of  the  white  students 
that  SHE  couldn’t  eat  in  there.  Our 
black  classmate  would  have  to 
leave,  the  waiter  said. 

We  were  livid.  Outraged,  we 
walked  out  of  the  restaurant.  If  SHE 
couldn’t  eat  there,  none  of  us  would 
eat  there. 

Our  class  endured  only  a  few  such 
incidents.  Maxine  endured  them 
repeatedly. 

Flashed  through  my  mind 

All  of  these  things  flashed 
through  my  mind  as  I  talked  with 
Dr.  Elders  in  Albuquerque,  brought 
on  by  the  memory  of  our  shared 
history. 

Thirty-five  years  later,  no  one 
would  legally  threaten  or  try  to  hu¬ 
miliate  a  black  woman  and  a  white 
woman  eating  lunch  together  in  a 
hotel  dining  room.  Most  people 
take  such  pairings  for  granted.  • 

But  I  remembered  Maxine  Sutton 
and  knew  that  the  time  Dr.  Elders 
and  I  spent  together  was  a  rare  mo- 
ment  of  God’s  grace. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAV 
Ms.  Balay  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Love  bears  all  things,  believes 
all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures 
all  things.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  8:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  71:1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  71:4-6 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  1:4-8 
Thursday:  Jeremiah  1:9-10 
Friday:  Luke  4-21-30 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  13:1-3 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  13:4-13 
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The  United  Methodist  Reporter  seeks  a  publish¬ 
er  to  serve  as  chief  executive  officer  for  the 
UMR  organization.  Ideal  person  will  have  an  ac¬ 
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iKLAN  IS  'UNACCEPTABLE':  United 

:  Methodist  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
:Area)  and  members  of  his  cabinet  have  voiced 
[  grave  concern  about  membership  recruitment  ef- 

•  forts  by  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  the  southeastern 
:  part  of  the  state.  The  bishop  and  his  cabinet  asked 
:  church  members  in  the  area  to  "make  clear  that 
:  the  teaching  and  values  of  the  Klan  are  unaccept¬ 
able  in  our  communities.”  Bishop  Lawson  said 

•  the  Klan  “seeks  to  divide  us  as  a  people  and  un- 
;  dercut  the  high  ideals  of  our  society.” 

:  LETTER  TO  MARTIN:  n  his  annual 
‘  “Letter  to  Martin,”  United  Methodist  Bishop 
;  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois 
:Area)  observes  that  “We 
:  seem  to  accept  the  idea  that 
la  little  bit  of  bigotry  and 

•  racism  is  tolerable.  . . .  We 
;are  becoming  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  our  ‘hyphen’ 

;  than  our  oneness,  both  as  a 
1  nation  and  as  those  who 

•  ‘claim  to  be  one  in  Christ.  Woodie  White 
;  In  the  long  run,  this  will  not  make  us  a  stronger 
;  nation  nor  a  more  effective  church.”  Bishop 
1; White,  a  longtime  leader  in  the  struggle  for  ra¬ 
cial  equality,  publishes  his  reflections  on  the 

^.progress  of  inclusiveness  each  year  in  commem- 
j  oration  of  the  birthday  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Lu¬ 
sher  King  Jr. 

iTITHES  TO  FIGHT  DRUGS:  United 

■  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg, 
(■Pa.  Area)  recently  called  on  the  nation’s  faith 
.  communities  to  set  aside  10  percent  of  their 
(budgets  and  reserve  funding  “over  and  above 
j  what  we  are  already  doing”  to  fight  “the  spiritu¬ 
al  crisis”  of  drugs  and  violence.  The  money,  the 
bishop  told  the  (U.S.)  President’s  Drug  Adviso¬ 
ry  Council,  could  “serve  as  a  pump  primer”  un- 
lil  “redirected  government  funds  reach  the 
points  of  need.”  Bishop  May,  who  directed  a 
churchwide  emphasis  against  drugs  in  1990-91, 
said  “it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  church  to 
speak  out  clearly  and  forthrightly  ...  if  we  don’t 
lead  by  example,  no  one  will  follow.” 


MORE  BUDGET  CUTS  IN  1992:  a 

drop  in  national  giving  has  forced  several  major 
Protestant  denominations  to  make  drastic  cuts 
in  budgets  and  staff  during  the  past  year,  and 
their  national  officers  say  improvements  are  un¬ 
likely  during  1992.  Still,  amid  the  gloom,  lead¬ 
ers  point  to  a  few  hopeful  signs  at  the  local  levels 
where  many  programs  appear  to  be  thriving? 
The  Rev.  Ronald  Vallet,  director  of  ihs  Ecu3" 
menical  Center  for  Stewardship  Studies  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  says  that  every  denomination  his 
agency  works  with  has  noticed  a  trend  toward 
more  spending  at  the  local  level  and  less  giving 
at  the  national  level. 


YUGOSLAVIAN  RELIEF:  a  shipment  of 
medicines  and  medical  equipment  arrived  in 
Belgrade,  Yugoslavia,  this  month,  sent  by 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness — the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  The  emergency  supplies 
will  enable  field  stations  to  meet  the  medical 
needs  of  1 00,000  for  three  months.  The  $  1 0,08 1 
shipment  went  to  the  Serbian  Orthodox  Church 
for  distribution. 


TEAMS  'PROTECT':  Alarmed  at  recent 
death  threats  against  leaders  of  El  Salvador’s 
National  Council  of  Churches,  small  groups  of 
Christians  from  the  United  States  and  Europe 
are  scheduling  trips  to  the  country,  hoping  that 
their  presence  will  offer  some  protection.  Tenta¬ 
tive  plans  call  for  rotating  teams  from  abroad  to 
be  in  the  Central  American  nation  until  at  least 
Feb.  15,  according  to  the  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli  of 
the  New  York-based  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.. 


"You  see,  we  are  the  role  models  for  these 
young  people.  That's  part  of  the  pathway." 

— Youth  worker  Nina  Reeves 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ALBU9UERQUE,  N.M. — 
Their  ministries  are  so  diverse  that 
the  only  thing  these  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  may  have  in  common 
are  youths  and  the  Gospel. 

Yet  they  came,  some  400 
strong,  from  across  the  country  to 
Albuquerque  Jan.  15-19  to  leam 
new  solutions  to  problems,  to  wor¬ 
ship,  to  study  the  Bible,  to  sing 
and  to  share  their  stories  about 
working  in  youth  ministries. 

Stories — personal  and  bibli¬ 
cal — were  an  important  part  of 
the  national  forum  sponsored  by 
the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  event  was  titled  “Dwelling 
in  the  Spirit:  Drummers,  Danc¬ 
ers  and  Storytellers,”  reflecting 
the  Native  American  heritage  of 
the  New  Mexico  meeting  site. 

In  one  worship  service  at  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  center  of  activities,  all  these 


elements  came  together. 

To  the  low  “heartbeat”  of  a  Na¬ 
tive  American  drum  and  the  soft 
click  of  a  weaver’s  shuttle,  several 
men  and  women  told  moving  per¬ 
sonal  stories  of  their  own  journeys 
on  the  “spirit  trail.” 

(The  “spirit  trail”  is  an  irregular 
design  of  spiritual  significance 
found  in  some  Navajo  weavings.) 

“You  see,”  said  youth  worker 
Nina  Reeves  of  Alabama,  “we  are 
the  role  models  for  these  young 
people.  That’s  part  of  the  pathway. 

“I  have  to  be  on  that  pathway 
because  of  the  young  people  who 
love  me.” 

Some  of  the  60  workshops  em¬ 
phasized  storytelling,  considered 
to  be  an  effective  method  of 
communicating  with  youths.  Bi¬ 


ble  study  was  led  by  the  Rev. 
John  Holbert  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology,  nationally  known  for  his 
storytelling  method  of  teaching 
scripture. 

One  storyteller  who  brought  the 
assembled  youth  workers  to  their 
feet  in  an  ovation  was  M.  Jocelyn 
Elders,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  director  of  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  Department  of  Health. 

Her  story,  one  she  has  told  re¬ 
cently  to  other  national  United 
Methodist  gatherings,  was  not 
pretty. 

Today’s  youths  live  in  an  “at- 
risk”  society,  Dr.  Elders  said. 

Reciting  a  battery  of  statistics 
on  “at-risk”  behaviors,  she  point¬ 
ed  out  the  results  of  increased  sex¬ 


STAFf  PHOTOS  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. —  A 
small  United  Methodist  store¬ 
front  congregation  in  Salt 
Lake  City  sent  seven  adult 
workers  with  youths  to  the  re¬ 
cent  national  youth  ministries 
convocation  in  Albuquerque. 
They  are,  above,  front  row 
from  left,  Cheryl  McQuaid, 
Danelle  Sturdy,  Tamara 
Green  and  Sheri  Sturdevant. 
Back  row  from  left  are  Ora 
Dailey,  the  Rev.  David  Butler 
and  Scott  Ulleay.  At  right, 
youth  workers  Darlene  and 
Bruce  Antle  from  Kirkwood 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
St.  Louis  enjoy  the  view  from 
10,000  ft.  Sandia  Peak  over¬ 
looking  Albuquerque  during 
free  time  at  the  event. 


youth  ministers 


ual  activity  in  adolescents. 

•f  Every  year,  one  in  six  will 
have  a  venereal  disease  such  as 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea — the  re¬ 
sults  of  selling  sex  for  drugs; 

/  AIDS  cases  have  increased 
40  percent  in  the  past  year; 

■/  Four  of  10  adolescent  girls 
will  become  pregnant  before  they 
are  20. 

“We  show  everything  on  TV. 
Sex  is  OK,  and  there  are  no  con¬ 
sequences,”  Dr.  Elders  contin¬ 
ued.  “Just  say  no?  Every  mother 
I  know  has  been  saying  ‘no’  for  a 
thousand  years.” 

Another  speaker,  Bishop  For¬ 
rest  Stith  of  the  Syracuse  Area, 
also  recited  grim  youth-related 


statistics.  He  told  convocation 
participants,  “We  are  battling  for 
the  souls  of  our  children.  The 
forces  they  face  are  not  neutral.” 

With  the  evaporation  of  the 
middle  class,  “even  the  dreams 
of  their  parents  are  vanishing,” 
he  said.  “Jerusalem  is  gone  and 
we  are  in  a  new  Babylon. 

“In  such  a  world,  how  do  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  function,  especially 
workers  with  youth  who  are  ex¬ 
periencing  this  changing  world?" 
he  asked. 

“Isaiah  understood  rightly,” 
the  bishop  continued,  “that  there 
is  no  way  to  cope  in  such  a  reali¬ 
ty,  unless  one  is  secure  in  their 
own  faith.” 


Different  ministries 
intersect  at  convo 

Reporter  Staff  Special  outreach  programs  in  substance 

abuse. 


ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M  — At 
about  the  same  time  Darlene  and 
Bruce  Antle  were  flying  into  Albu¬ 
querque  from  St.  Louis,  the  Rev. 
David  Butler  and  six  youth  work¬ 
ers  were  barreling  across  the  desert 
from  Salt  Lake  City  in  a  van. 

All  were  on  their  way  to  the 
United  Methodist  national  meet¬ 
ing  for  adult  workers  with  youth. 
But  their  ministries  are  as  differ¬ 
ent  as  their  respective  locales. 

Bruce  Antle,  a  second  career 
ministerial  student  at  Eden 
Theological  Seminary  in  St. 
Louis,  is  coordinator  of  youth 
ministries  at  1,500-member 
Kirkwood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  an  affluent  suburb  of 
St.  Louis.  His  wife,  Darlene,  is 
also  a  youth  worker. 

Center  on  activities 

With  a  background  of  running 
camps  and  retreats  and  his  own 
family-oriented  resort  in  north¬ 
ern  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Antle  centers 
his  ministry  around  “fun, 
healthy,  safe  activities,”  he  said. 
Outdoor  activities  and  adventure^, 
camps  draw  many  interested 
youths,  he  said. 

Mission  trips  are  emphasized, 
he  continued. 

“One  trip  where  the  kids  live 
out  what  Jesus  has  asked  them  to 
do  can  mean  more  than  years  of 
Sunday  school,"  Mr.  Antle  said. 

Kirkwood  church  youths — 
who  attend  26  different 
schools — have  a  lot  of  pressure, 
he  said.  They  are  expected  to 
make  good  grades  and  expected 
to  go  to  college.  At  the  same 
time,  they  are  involved  in  many 
school  activities  that  often  con¬ 
flict  with  church  activities. 

They  have  so  many  activities, 
he  said,  he  worries  that  they  don’t 
“have  time  to  smell  the  roses.” 

Of  the  120-130  youths  in  the 
Kirkwood  congregation,  about 
half  are  involved  in  some  aspect 
of  the  church’s  life,  he  said. 

At  the  Albuquerque  meeting, 
Darlene  and  Bruce  Antle  were  in¬ 
terested  in  workshops  on  bap¬ 
tism  and  confirmation,  sharing 
songs,  youth  praise,  trips,  and 


Meanwhile  the  Salt  Lake  City 
contingent  mapped  out  their 
workshop  plans  like  a  battle  cam¬ 
paign.  The  inner-city  seven 
fanned  out  and  covered  as  many 
of  the  60  workshops  as  possible. 

Special  interests 

They  were  especially  interested 
in  workshops  about  youths  and 
sexuality,  teen  dating  and  vio¬ 
lence,  urban  youth  ministry, 
faith  development,  youths  at  risk 
and  long  range  planning. 

These  topics  seemed  appropri¬ 
ate  to  needs  of  “at-risk"  youths 
(6th  to  12th  grades)  from  the  82- 
member  (average  age:  20)  store¬ 
front  church  which  Mr.  Butler 
serves  in  a  Salt  Lake  City  shop¬ 
ping  mall. 

Mr.  Butler’s  congregation 
“that  started  three  years  ago 
from  nothing”  sponsors  a  Friday 
night  “Jordan  Center  for 
Youth,”  named  for  the  Jordan 
Shopping  Center. 

The  75-90  “at-risk”  youths 
uwho  come,  he  continued,  are  of¬ 
ten  gang  members,  teen  mothers, 
youths  who  have  been  or  are  on 
drugs  or  victims  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence.  The  shopping  center  set¬ 
ting  is  non-threatening  to  them, 
he  said. 

They  are  not  necessarily  part  of 
a  family  within  the  congregation. 

“We  have  kids  who  don’t  want 
to  go  home  when  we  close  be¬ 
cause  they  know  they’ll  get  beat 
up.  Or  they’ve  been  evicted,  or 
they  are  being  victimized  sexual¬ 
ly  by  someone  in  the  home,”  he 
said. 

The  church  is  full  every  night, 
he  said.  Worship  is  growing;  Sun¬ 
day  school  is  growing. 

“Traditional  programs  burst  at 
the  seams  on  Sunday  morning,” 
he  continued. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Antle  and  Mr. 
Butler  share,  beyond  their  Chris¬ 
tian  commitment  to  youth,  a 
common  concern:  In  today’s  so¬ 
ciety,  youths  need  a  place  that  is 
safe  and  where  they  will  be  loved 
and  welcomed. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Alabamians  to  host  world  youths 


By  |AMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.— Ac¬ 
cents,  not  all  of  them  Southern, 
will  echo  across  Alabama’s  foot¬ 
hills  this  summer  as  60  students 
from  outside  the  United  States 
mingle  with  250  youth  from  the 
United  Methodist  North  Ala¬ 
bama  Annual  Conference. 

The  “International  Youth 
Peace  Camp,  1992”  will  bring  to¬ 
gether  high  school  students  from 
China,  Zimbabwe,  Brazil,  Boliv¬ 
ia  and  three  republics  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union — Russia, 
Lithuania  and  Estonia. 

They  will  spend  July  20-25  at 
the  conference’s  Camp  Suma- 
tanga,  60  miles  northeast  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  and  an  additional 
week  as  guests  in  private  homes 
nearby. 

“Especially  with  the  dramatic 
changes  of  recent  months,  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  good  relationships  be¬ 
tween  people  of  every  nation 
grow  more  important  each  day,” 
according  to  Nina  H.  Reeves,  the 
project  director. 

Youth  ministry  coordinator 
for  the  North  Alabama  confer¬ 
ence  since  1947,  Ms.  Reeves 


started  organizing  the  peace 
camp  after  a  trip  to  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1990. 

“We  began  the  dream  even  be¬ 
fore  going  on  the  trip,”  she  said. 

Often  described  as  a  dynamo 
of  energy,  Ms.  Reeves  is  known 
churchwide  for  her  longtime 
leadership  in  youth  activities. 

“We  know  this  can  change 
lives — our  kids  as  well  as  theirs,” 
she  said. 

Youths  from  China,  Russia 
and  the  former  Baltic  States 
probably  will  not  be  Christians 
or  know  much  about  Christian¬ 
ity,  Ms.  Reeves  said,  although 
“they  know  they  are  coming  to  a 
Christian  camp  . . .  (and)  they’ll 
know  who  we  are.” 

Sessions  will  include  Bible 
study,  outdoor  programs  and  rec¬ 
reation,  worship,  and  evening  en¬ 
tertainment  featuring  singing, 
dancing  and  other  arts  from  vari¬ 
ous  cultures. 

“We  have  the  imagination,  fa¬ 
cilities  and  willingness  to  work 
hard,”  said  campsite  coordinator 
Mark  Berte,  a  senior  at  United 
Methodist-related  Birmingham- 
Southern  College. 

“The  peace  camp  is  an  out¬ 


growth  of  our  own  international 
youth  study  and  work  trips,”  he 
added. 

Mr.  Berte  said,  “Friendships 
and  understandings  gained 
through  these  travels  motivate  us 
to  make  such  experiences  possi¬ 
ble  for  young  people  who  cannot 
visit  our  country  otherwise.” 

The  project  has  a  price  tag  of 
more  than  $160,000.  Joined  by 
North  Alabama  lay  and  clergy 
leaders,  Mr.  Berte  and  Ms. 
Reeves  have  been  taking  their 
message  to  churches  across  the 
conference. 

Raising  money  in  tough  eco¬ 
nomic  times  has  not  been  easy, 
but  efforts  have  resulted  in  near¬ 
ly  $36,000  in  cash  and  $78,500 
in  pledges.  They  continue  to  seek 
at  least  another  $50,000. 

“We  are  going  to  do  it.  If  we 
don’t  get  enough  money  to  bring 
60,  we’ll  bring  40.” 

Mr.  Steele  is  editor  of  the  " Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate/'  the  newspaper  of  the 
United  Methodist  North  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Alabama-West  Florida 
annual  conferences. 


What's  being  done  about  violence? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. —“Is 
anybody  out  there  doing  anything 
about  youth-related  violence?” 

That  was  the  question  confronting 
some  20  United  Methodist  youth 
workers  at  an  ad  hoc  breakfast  meet¬ 
ing  in  Albuquerque  recently. 

The  Rev.  David  Butler,  pastor  of 
Jordan  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  said  that  “the  in¬ 
credible  rise  in  violence,  sometimes 
related  to  gangs,  has  become  so 
great  we  can’t  ignore  it  any  more.” 

He  called  for  a  national  convoca¬ 
tion  to  address  the  issue. 

Three  types  of  violence  were 
identified  at  the  national  convoca¬ 
tion  by  the  unofficial  group:  street, 
school  and  domestic. 

Among  related  problems  brought 
out  by  the  group  were: 

/  The  gang  culture  is  becoming 
“cool”  throughout  the  country.  Stu¬ 
dents  wear  gang  colors  whether  they 
are  a  member  of  a  gang  or  not; 

/  LSD  is  the  drug  of  choice; 

/  Violence  is  being  taught  in 
school  athletic  programs  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  fans; 

/  Violence  is  arising  out  of  mov¬ 
ies  like  “Terminator.” 

“How  do  you  address  the  vio¬ 
lence  in  movies,  let  alone  on  the 
news  and  on  MTV  (music  televi¬ 


sion)?”  one  youth  worker  asked.  No 
one  answered. 

Another  violence-related  prob¬ 
lem,  the  group  agreed,  is  sexual 
abuse. 

Mr.  Butler  said  he  could  identify 
some  20  youths  ministered  to  by  his 
church  who  had  been  sexually  abused. 


“Nobody  wanted  to  see  it.  The 
church  didn’t  want  to  see  it.  No¬ 
body  did,”  said  another  participant. 

Several  participants  agreed  that 
“Our  kids  need  someplace  to  go 
where  they  can  feel  safe.” 


—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  MethodiBt  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6496  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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25TH  BMCR  MEETING  SLATED: 

“For  Such  a  Time  as  This,”  is  the  theme  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal — United  Method¬ 
ism’s  black  caucus — on 
March  18-21,  in  Las  Vegas, 

Nev.  Speakers  will  include 
Dr.  M.  Jocelyn  Elders,  di¬ 
rector,  Arkansas  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health;  and  U.S. 

Rep.  Maxine  Waters  of  Los  Joseph  Roberson 
Angeles,  with  a  program  emphasis  on  black 
women.  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder  of  Dallas  will  be 
the  featured  musician.  There  will  also  be  a  con¬ 
secration  service  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Roberson, 
new  executive  director.  Hotel  reservations  must 
be  made  by  Feb.  2,  by  calling  1-800-634-6756. 

OFFICERS  ELECTED:  The  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists  recently 
elected  its  first  lay  chairman,  Tony  Palaganas,  a 
Filipino-American  of  Plano,  Texas.  Other  offi¬ 
cers  vice  chair,  Leo  L.  Hsu,  Chinese,  of  Los  An¬ 
geles;  secretary,  Yasuko  Matsunaga,  Japanese, 
of  Hilo,  Hawaii;  and  treasurer,  Janet  Yang,  For¬ 
mosan,  of  San  Francisco. 

SMU  PRESIDENT  HONORED:  The 

University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  honored  the  service  of  A.  Ken¬ 
neth  Pye,  president  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni- 
versity  in  Dallas.  Dr.  Pye,  a  former  law 
professor,  resigned  the  senate  to  head  a  special 
citizens’  commission  for  the  Texas  Supreme 
Court  to  suggest  ways  to  improve  the  state’s  ju¬ 
dicial  system. 

GOOD  MONEY  NEWS:  In  contrast  to 
recent  reports  about  diminishing  financial  re¬ 
sources  across  The  United  Methodist  Church 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  10),  the  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference  has  reported  its  highest  pay-out  of 
“fair-share”  giving  for  connectional  ministries 
in  the  past  10  years.  According  to  the  Jan.  17  is¬ 
sue  of  the  conference’s  UMR  edition,  unofficial 
tallies  show  that  Missouri  West  congregations 
paid  93.9  percent  of  their  apportionment  total 
in  1991.  In  addition  two  congregations,  Lock 
Springs  UMC  and  Siloam  Chapel  UMC,  paid 
their  1992  apportionments  by  Jan.  6. 

NOT  TO  BE  OUTDONE:  While  Mis¬ 
souri  West  UMs  were  boosting  their  fair  share 
pay-out,  Missouri  East  conference  gained  a  giv¬ 
ing  example  from  Ferguson  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  in  a  changing  urban  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  St.  Louis.  The  congregation  launched 
an  all-out  fund-raising  effort  for  a  new  $35,000 
roof  and  to  meet  100  percent  of  its  fair-share 
giving.  In  addition  to  selling  crafts  and  other 
items,  98  members  gave  up  the  cost  of  one  meal 
per  week  for  13  weeks  and  raised  $3,822.  The 
578-member  congregation  held  a  “victory  cele¬ 
bration"  Dec.  29  to  mark  the  fully  paid  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  new  roof  and  the  full  payment  of  its 
apportionments. 

KANSANS  FIGHT  LOTTERY:  Kansas 

United  Methodists  are  working  against  continu¬ 
ation  of  a  state  lottery  and  repeal  of  the  death 
penalty  as  their  state’s  1992  legislature  con¬ 
venes.  Lottery  gambling  was  legalized  in  Kansas 
in  1986  and  will  be  phased  out  July  1  this  year 
unless  the  legislature  votes  to  continue  it.  A  re¬ 
cent  report  in  the  Kansas  West  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  UMR  noted  that  opposition  to  both  the 
lottery  and  the  death  penalty  are  based  on  the 
social  witness  stands  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Methodists  worldwide  to  fast  for  evangelism 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — Thousands 
of  Methodists  worldwide  are 
about  to  begin  regular  practice  of 
prayer  and  fasting  in  support  of 
an  evangelism  drive  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

That  effort  marks  the  first 
phase  of  the  council’s  six-month- 
old  emphasis,  “The  Dawning 
Millennium  for  World  Evange¬ 


lism,”  said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox,  the  council’s  world  evange¬ 
lism  director. 

Methodists  are  being  encour¬ 
aged  to  adopt  the  prayer-and- 
fasting  practice  of  Methodism’s 
•founder,  John  Wesley. 

Wesley  fasted 

“Wesley  fasted  from  after  the 
evening  meal  Thursday  to  mid- 
afternoon  Friday  as  a  way  to  fo¬ 


cus  his  prayers  for  the  Methodist 
movement,”  Dr.  Fox  explained. 

The  worldwide  call  to  prayer 
and  fasting,  beginning  with  Lent 
this  year,  was  a  focus  of  the  re¬ 
cent  North  American  regional 
evangelism  seminar  held  at  Jack¬ 
son’s  Mill,  W.Va.,  he  added. 
That  gathering  was  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  regional  meetings  pre¬ 
paring  Methodists  for  the  evan¬ 
gelism  emphasis. 


Russian  church  model  cited 
as  example  of  mutual  ministry 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — The  effort 
that  resulted  in  the  first  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Russia,  is  a  model  that 
can  be  used  worldwide  to  found 
new  churches. 

That  assessment  comes  from 
the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World 
Evangelism  Director  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  as  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  six-month-old  evangelism  em¬ 
phasis  moves  into  its  first  phase. 

The  Ekaterinburg  congregation 
was  founded  through  efforts  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Shreveport,  La.,  and 
its  senior  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey  (see  UMR,  June 
2 1  and  Oct.  4). 


Dr.  Fox  said  World  Methodist 
connections  are  proving  useful  in 
spreading  the  Ekateringburg-Shreve- 
port  model  to 
other  regions  of  P ' 
the  world. 

For  instance, 
he  cited  a  new 
link  forged  last 
summer  between 
the  world's  larg¬ 
est  Methodist 
congregation,  the  H.  Eddie  Fox 
40,000-member  Kwang  Lim 
Church  in  Seoul,  South  Korea,and 
the  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Tallinn.  Estonia. 

“The  Rev.  Sundo  Kim,  pastor 
of  Kwang  Lim,  met  the  Rev. 
Olav  Parnaments,  superinten¬ 


dent  of  the  Estonian  church,  in 
Singapore  last  summer  (at  the 
World  Methodist  Conference),” 
Dr.  Fox  explained. 

“Now  the  Korean  church  has 
pledged  $100,000  to  help  the  Es¬ 
tonian  church  rebuild  its  sanctu¬ 
ary,  which  was  destroyed  under 
Stalin  and  has  never  been  re¬ 
placed.” 

Dr.  Fox  emphasized  that  he 
sees  the  Ekaterinburg-Shreveport 
model  as  an  example  of  mutual 
benefit. 

“We  bring  in  resources  (to  con¬ 
gregations  elsewhere)  and  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  them  in  ministry  at 
the  same  time,”  he  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Dr.  Fox  said  the  regional 
World  Methodist  evangelism 
meetings  have  three  purposes; 

■  To  “stand  alongside"  resi¬ 
dent  Methodists  in  their  local  ef¬ 
forts; 

■  To  link  together  Methodists 
from  different  parts  of  the  world 
so  that  each  may  benefit  from  the 
other’s  skills  and  resources; 

■  To  train  indigenous  church 
leaders  in  evangelism  skills  ap¬ 
propriate  to  their  societies. 

Subsequent  phases 

Subsequent  phases  of  the  em¬ 
phasis  will  be: 

■  The  1993  World  Methodist 
study  of  the  book,  “Let  the  Re¬ 
deemed  of  the  Lord  Say  So!”  by 
Dr.  Fox  and  the  Rev.  George 
Morris,  head  of  the  World  Evan¬ 
gelism  Institute  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta. 

■  The  1994  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference,  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  held  in  Germany 
sometime  that  summer. 

All  of  these  events.  Dr.  Fox 
stressed,  are  intended  to  help 
Methodists  around  the  world  re¬ 
claim  the  movement’s  early  zeal 
to  win  others  to  Christ. 

In  addition,  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council  will  co-sponsor  a  10- 
day  meeting  of  Eastern  European 
Methodist  leaders  beginning  May 
25  in  Hermhut,  Germany. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Rue- 
diger  R.  Minor  will  be  the  gather- 
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Logo  of  the  evangelism  effort. 

ing’s  host. 

"Hernnhut  is  historically  sig¬ 
nificant  for  Methodists  because 
it’s  where  Wesley  went  to  meet 
with  Moravians  after  his  Alders- 
gate  conversion,”  Dr.  Fox  said. 

“We  chose  it  as  the  site  as  a 
way  to  stand  with  Eastern  Euro¬ 
pean  Methodist  leaders — not  to 
come  in,  as  some  other  Christian 
groups  have  done,  as  if  the  East¬ 
ern  European  Christians  haven’t 
been  there  all  this  time  serving 
Christ  under  great  oppression.” 

Dr.  Fox  stressed  that  he  sees 
these  gatherings  as  “more  than 
just  another  meeting. 

“To  us  they’re  arenas  to  bring 
together  God’s  people  for  mutual 
ministry.” 


Church-run  grade  schools  get  denominational  scrutiny 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

TAMPA,  Fla. — A  local  church 
runs  a  private  kindergarten  or  el¬ 
ementary  school,  advertising  it 
with  the  name  and  logo  of  the  8.9 
million-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Is  the  denomination  liable  if 
the  school  has  any  problems? 

What — if  any — churchwide 
church  agency  oversees  it? 

The  University  Senate,  mandat¬ 
ed  by  church  law  to  review  schools 
and  colleges  related  to  regional  and 
national  United  Methodist  bodies, 
wrestled  with  the  question  of  local¬ 
ly  run  kindergarten-seventh  grade 
(K-7)  schools  during  its  recent 
meeting  in  Tampa. 

“We’re  digging  in  brand-new 
ground,”  said  University  Senate 
member  Joab  Lesesne,  president 
of  Wofford  College  in  Spartan¬ 


burg,  S.C. 

He  said  use  of  the  name  and 
logo  could  result  in  “some  legal 
implications  on  the  part  of  the 
denomination.” 

“The  [United  Methodist  Book 
of]  Discipline  is  not  crystal  clear 
in  these  cases.  But  we  need  to  ex¬ 
plore  potential  liability.” 

Responses  from  28  of  the 
church’s  72  annual  (regional) 
conferences  in  the  United  States 
surveyed  by  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  identified  at  least  10  such 
schools — varying  from  kinder¬ 
garten  only  to  K-7. 

At  its  recent  meeting  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  assigned  a  task 
force  to  examine  the  nature  of 
the  schools  and  to  suggest  possi¬ 
ble  criteria  for  evaluating  and 
listing  those  schools. 

Traditionally,  the  25-member 


Schools  renew  UM  ties 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

TAMPA.  Fla. — The  University 
Senate  recently  approved  nine  col¬ 
leges  and  two  preparatory  schools 
for  continued  affiliation  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Affiliation  allows  schools  to  re¬ 
ceive  church-related  grants  and 
scholarships. 

Colleges  and  universities  ap¬ 
proved  were  Philander  Smith 
College,  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  Albi¬ 
on  (Mich.)  College;  Columbia 


(S.C.)  College;  Ferrum  (Va.)  Col¬ 
lege;  Hiwassee  College,  Madison- 
ville,  Tenn.;  North  Carolina 
Wesleyan  College,  Rocky  Mount; 
Lycoming  College,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  Young  Harris  (Ga.)  College; 
and  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity  (including  Perkins  School  of 
Theology),  Dallas. 

Also  approved  were  two  prep 
schools — McCurdy  School,  Espa- 
nola,  N.M.,  and  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute,  El  Paso,  Texas. 


University  Senate  evaluates  and 
approves  prep  schools  and  col¬ 
leges  and  a  few  elementary 
schools  with  historic  ties  to  a 
churchwide  or  regional  agency. 

According  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Book  of  Discipline,  only 
University  Senate-approved 
schools  are  eligible  for  monetary 
support  from  the  denomination. 

The  Discipline  does  not  specif¬ 
ically  address  schools  owned  or 
operated  by  local  churches,  al¬ 
though  it  stipulates  that  “special 
schools"  come  under  University 
Senate  jurisdiction. 

Last  year,  however,  a  request 
for  University  Senate  approval 
came  from  an  Atlanta-based  ele¬ 
mentary  school,  operated  by  a  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  church  and 
approved  by  the  state  of  Georgia. 

The  task  force  will  begin  work 
immediately  on  criteria  for  eval¬ 
uating  locally  operated  church- 
related  schools. 

“If  a  local  church  is  running  a 
state-registered  elementary 
school  and  advertising  itself  as 
United  Methodist,  can  the  public 
expect  a  certain  level  of  quali¬ 
ty — a  guarantee — from  a  denom¬ 
inational  body?”  asked  the  Rev. 
Roger  W.  Ireson. 

Dr.  Ireson  is  chief  executive  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  an  ex-officio  University  Sen¬ 
ate  member. 


ELICIOUS  NP 

These  youngsters  are  typical  of  those  taught  in  kindergartens 
and  elementary  schools  operated  by  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  across  the  country.  The  University  Senate  recently  de¬ 
bated  the  relationship  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a 
whole  to  schools  operated  by  local  churches. 
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contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
.  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music  750-member 
growing  church.  Will  administer  nine  choirs  (bells 
and  vocal).  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  G.  D.  Smythe, 
Parker  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1287, 
Parker.  CO  80134. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Urge  youth 
group  at  3100-member  church.  Active  program. 
Supportive  adults,  Training/experience  desired. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  Chamness,  Kingwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills, 
Kingwood,  TX  77339. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Large 
Methodist  Church  consisting  of  5800  members  is 
seeking  a  Director  of  its  Music  Ministry.  This  in¬ 
cludes  a  250  member  sanctuary  choir,  handbell 
choirs,  youth  and  children  choirs,  a  six  event  concert 
senes  and  church  orchestra.  Please  forward  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information:  A  one  page  resume,  three  refer¬ 
ences.  personal  statement  of  Faith,  a  statement  of 
vour  vision  of  a  large  church  music  ministry  and  a 
list  of  works  you  have  conducted.  Send  application 
to:  Director  of  Music  Ministry  Search  Committee. 
Attn.:  Mr.  John  Braid.  Roswell  United  Methodist 
Church,  814  Mimosa  Blvd.,  Roswell.  GA  30075. 

REFORMATION  TOUR:  May  18-29.  1992;  Ger¬ 
many.  Switzerland,  Austria.  Limited  to  22  persons. 
For  brochure  contact:  Rev.  Walter  Wnek  (617)  631- 
9345;  18  Cedar  St..  Marblehead.  MA  01945. 

POPULAR  PASTORS  WANTED!  New  York 
based  publishing  company  will  write  and/or  publish 
your  book  at  no  cost  to  you!  Welstar  Publications 
(212)928-7528. 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  CERTIFIED  PRINCIPAL 
to  direct  educational  program  of  UM  mission  proj¬ 
ect  in  Appalachia.  Direct  inquiries  to:  Personnel 
Director,  Red  Bird  Mission.  Beverly,  KY  40913. 
(606)598-3155. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138.  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR/MEH  Counseling 

Center.  Accredited  AAPC  service/training  center. 
Active  training  proyam  with  trainees  from  semi¬ 
naries/universities.  Psychiatrist  on  staff.  Contact: 
Search  Committee.  MEH  Counseling  Center,  234 

E.  Gray  Street,  Suite  227.  Louisville.  KY  40202. 

DISCOVERY  —  EUREKA  SPRINGS.  Arkansas. 
Beautiful  Ozark  mountain  retreat  for  church  groups 
and  family  reunions.  Private  setting,  240-acres, 
lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swimming  pool, 
tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe  float  trips. 
(5011253-8367. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  NURSERY  SCHOOL 

Suburban  church  seeks  experienced  director  for  ex¬ 
isting  130  child  program.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  1630  Hinman  Ave¬ 
nue,  Evanston.  IL  60201 . 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 

Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 

1 5-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised  roof, 
electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation,  (817)  458- 
4844. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  —  experi- 
enced,  creative  church  musician,  masters  degree 
preferred,  with  ability  to  coordinate  and  direct 
large-scale  music  program  for  3500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Choirs  for  all  ages  with  lone  tradition  of 
excellence  in  music.  Staff  organist  and  handbell  di¬ 
rector  in  place.  Present  director  retiring  Summer 
1992.  Write  or  call  for  application:  Penny  Davis, 
Manchester  United  Methodist  Church,  129  Woods 
Mill  Road.  St.  Louis.  MO  63011.  (314)  394-7506. 
Completed  applications  due  April  9th. 

FU UPTIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  to  coor¬ 
dinate  all  youth  activities,  with  special  emphasis  on 
grades  6-12.  Applicant  should  have  related  experi¬ 
ence  and  should  be  available  immediately.  Large,  vi¬ 
brant  church  with  large,  active  youth  groups  already 
functioning.  Community  size  50,000  with  easy  ac¬ 
cess  to  major  cities  in  VA  and  NC.  Salary  negotiable. 
Mount  Vemon  United  Methodist,  107  West  Main 
St.,  Danville.  VA  24541.  Attn:  John  Vine. 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  College 
Age  Ministries.  Full-time  position  at  1500-member 
church.  Experience  required.  Planning,  coordinat¬ 
ing,  and  administering  of  very  large  youth  and  col¬ 
lege  program.  Lay  or  clergy.  Send  resumes  to:  Rev. 

G.  Robert  Grimes,  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church.  10010  Anderson  Mill  Rd..  Austin,  TX 
78750. 

••RESHAPING  THE  INNER  YOU."  by  Dr. 
William  H.  Hinson,  selected  by  Guidepost’s  Book 
Club,  is  now  available  for  the  reduced  price  of  $5.25 
(plus  postage).  An  autographed  copy  would  provide 
a  nice  gif).  Call  (713)  652-2999,  LaNette  Upp. 

YOUTH  LEADER  Part-time.  $15,000  a  year,  stu¬ 
dent  OK.  Kingwood,  TX,  near  Houston.  (713)  360- 
5555  for  information. 

RUSSIA-SCANDINAV1A  June  19-July  9,  1992. 
Visit:  Russia,  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark. 
Contact:  Rev.  E.  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas, 
TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time  for  Presbyterian  Church:  committed  to  Chris¬ 
tian  growth.  $28,000.  (713)  360-5555  for  interview. 

Study  reviews  use  of  Women's  Division  funds 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
the  wealth  to  do  great  good  or  great 
harm,  says  a  recently  published 
study  document. 

The  study  was  undertaken  by  the 
Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  group  de¬ 
scribes  itself  as  a  coalition  of  two  oth¬ 
er  unofficial  groups  within  the 
church — Good  News  and  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists — and 
of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy,  a  nondenominational  con¬ 
servative  “think  tank”  with  major 
United  Methodist  involvement. 

The  “Financial  File,”  as  the  study 
document  is  called,  consists  of  1 1 
pages  of  text  and  20  pages  of  appendi¬ 
ces.  The  document  purports  to  offer 
an  analysis  of  the  finances  and  spend¬ 
ing  patterns  of  United  Methodist 
Women  and  its  parent  body,  the 
Women’s  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Review  asked 

In  the  introduction,  the  coalition 
asks  women  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  to  review  the  study  and 
to  come  to  their  own  conclusions 
“regarding  the  stewardship  of  the 
Women’s  Divison.” 

According  to  the  “Financial 
File,”  the  Women’s  Division’s  total 


income  was  some  $32  million  in 
1990.  [According  to  the  June  1991 
issue  of  Response,  the  division’s  of¬ 
ficial  magazine,  some  $23.62  mil¬ 
lion  came  from  local  women  and 
churches.  The  rest  came  from  inter¬ 
est  earnings  and  other  sources.] 

The  division  also  controls  nearly 
$90  million  in  assets. 

On  the  positive  side,  the  report 
says  that  the  Women’s  Division  ap¬ 
pears  “well  managed.  Over  the  last 
1 5  years  ...  we  have  never  heard  a 
hint  of  financial  shady  dealings  or 
scandal. 

“The  fund-raising  methods  and 
apparatus  of  the  1.15  million-strong 
United  Methodist  Women  would 
make  most  non-profits  green  with 
envy.  The  hard  work,  dedication 
and  efficiency  of  thousands  of  vol¬ 
unteers  is  without  equal.” 

The  evangelical  coalition’s  report 
says  that  many  of  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  grants  are  “excellent”  and  should 
receive  “enthusiastic  support.” 

Spending  challenged 

But,  reflecting  longstanding  con¬ 
cerns  expressed  by  the  study  proj¬ 
ect's  sponsoring  bodies,  the  report 
challenges  how  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  spends  some  of  its  undesignat¬ 
ed  funds. 

Undesignated  pledges  to  mission 
•  collected  by  the  Women’s  Division 
in  1990  totaled  some  $20  million. 

In  one  specific  challenge  of  the  way 


"The  fund-raising  methods  and  apparatus  of  the 

1.15  million-strong  United  Methodist  Women  would 
make  most  non-profits  green  with  envy." 

— The  "Financial  File"  study  document 


undesignated  funds  are  used,  the 
evangelical  coalition  report  identifies 
grants  to  organizations  or  publica¬ 
tions  that  support  women’s  right  of 
choice  in  the  matter  of  abortion. 

The  report  also  points  out  grants 
or  in-kind  aid  (use  of  telephones, 
postage,  stationery  and  photocopi¬ 
ers)  to  organizations  or  publications 
perceived  by  coalition  members  to 
advocate  acceptance  of  alternative 
lifestyles  such  as  homosexuality,  to 
have  Marxist  or  socialist  connec¬ 
tions  or  to  be  persistently  critical  of 
the  United  States  government  or 
U.S.  foreign  policy. 

A  list  of  groups  the  evangelical 
coalition  says  show  a  pattern  of  sup¬ 
port  for  the  political  left — and  that 
have  been  funded  by  the  Women’s 
Division  within  the  past  two 
years — appears  in  the  appendix  of 
the  “Financial  File.” 

A  list  of  six  “radical  political  or¬ 
ganizations”  that  receive  in-kind 
support  is  also  included. 

The  "Financial  File”  also  notes 
patterns  of  support  that  the  report 
says  endorse  “radical  feminist  per¬ 
spectives”  and  a  “commitment  to  a 
utopian  global  community.” 

The  Women's  Division  chief  ex¬ 


ecutive  officer,  Joyce  Sohl,  said  in  a 
prepared  statement  to  the  Reporter 
that  the  publication  of  the  “Finan¬ 
cial  File”  follows  the  Institute  of 
Religion  and  Democracy’s  10-year 
“pattern  of  attack”  on  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  its  bishops,  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  “discredit  our  work  by  dis¬ 
torting  information  to  mislead  and 
confuse  our  members.” 

Ms.  Sohl  said,  “It  is  nothing  new 
for  United  Methodist  Women  to  be 
under  attack  . . .  United  Methodist 
Women  are  noted  for  their  ability 
to  study,  discern  and  make  their 
own  judgments.  We  are  confident 
that  they  will  apply  those  gifts  of 
knowledge  and  discernment  to  this 
most  recent  attack.” 

The  “Financial  File”  is  being  dis¬ 
tributed  nationally  through  the 
Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women’s  mailing  list  of 
some  1,200  names,  some  of  which 
represent  entire  local-church  units 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

Publicity  about  the  report  has  also 
been  offered  through  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy's  newsletter 
and  “Good  News”  magazine. 
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On 

Barnacles 

and 

Preachers 


In  a  recent  article  by  John  W.  Gardner,  I  found  some  thoughts  worth 
sharing. 

Gardner  discussed  a  paper  he  had  read  on  “The  Barnacle.”  In  that 
paper  the  author  explained  that  the  barnacle  “is  confronted  with  an  ex¬ 
istential  decision  about  where  it  is  going  to  live.  Once  it  decides  ...  it 
spends  the  rest  of  its  life  with  its  head  cemented  to  a  rock  . . 

I  have  some  sympathy  for  the  barnacle.  How  nice  it  would  be  to 
make  one  decision  about  life  and  then  to  be  freed  from  the  agony  of  all 
other  decisions  that  confront  us. 

Since  I  have  been  a  bishop,  I  have  become  far  more  sensitive  to  the 
hurt  and  pain  that  life  can  bring.  More  specifically,  I  have  become  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  happens  to  many  of  us  pastors  in  the  mid-years  of 
life.  There  are  times  I  wish  I  could  just  find  a  stable  docking  place,  se¬ 
cure  myself  to  it  and  be  freed  from  the  crosscurrents  of  decision-mak¬ 
ing. 

In  my  visits  with  ministers,  there  are  times  when  masks  come  down. 
I  see  beneath  facades  and  become  increasingly  appreciative  of  the 
health  and  strength  of  our  clergy. 

But  occasionally  I  find  a  “beaten-down”  attitude.  One  minister  re¬ 
cently  said  to  me,  “I  am  simply  going  through  the  motions  of  ministry 
for  the  next  few  years  while  I  wait  until  my  retirement.”  I  can  only 
hope  that  his  name  is  not  legion. 

I  do  believe  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  a  pastor  today  than  it  has  ever 
been.  Moral  choices  are  more  complex;  congregations  —  used  to  world 
crisis  “sound  bites”  of  30-second  or  less  on  television  —  find  it  difficult 
to  sit  through  a  20-minute  sermon;  and  laity  who  live  their  own  lives  of 
pressure,  guilt  and  general  tiredness  and  “quiet  desperation”  are  find¬ 
ing  it  easier  to  say  no  to  being  congregational  leaders  and  teachers. 

I  occasionally  come  across  those  few  pastors  who  are  simply  bored 
with  their  jobs.  We  all  have  known  such  people  —  clergy  and  laity  — 
who  feel  underemployed,  overworked  and  dispirited.  Eventually  they 
become  cynical  about  their  lives.  It  is  a  tragedy  when  pastors  choose  to 
stop  learning,  quit  reading,  cease  stretching  the  soul,  and  then  begin  to 
blame  others  for  their  condition. 

There  are  several  remedies  for  the  pastor’s  slow  slide  into  boredom 
and  the  “barnacle-like”  search  for  a  hiding  place: 

1.  Re-centering  one’s  self  by  rediscovering  disciplined  meditation, 
prayer  and  study.  George  Buttrick  once  asked  a  young  minister 
how  much  he  studied.  “Four  tiotirsr”  was  the  reply.  “A  day?” 
asked  Buttrick.  “A  week,”  answered  the  minister.  Buttrick 
scowled  and  said:  “to  remain  alive,  make  it  four  hours  a  day.” 
That  may  be  difficult  in  today’s  church  for  many  of  us.  But  two 
hours  a  day  is  not  impossible.  Laity  should  insist  on  clergy  having 
uninterrupted  study  and  prayer  time. 

2.  Participating  in  continuing  education  programs.  (Every  church 
receives  dividends  tenfold  for  what  it  invests  in  its  pastor’s  con¬ 
tinuing  education.) 

3.  Sharing  intimately  with  someone  you  trust,  professional  or  non¬ 
professional.  When  we  begin  to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us  and 
take  that  perspective  seriously,  personal  renewal  begins  to  hap- 


Peace  With  justice  Missionaries  Tour  Louisiana  Feb.  1 7-24 


By  DR.  HILDA  C.M.  ARNDT 

Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  for 
they  shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God  (Matthew  5:9). 

Significant  world  changes  and  the 
beginning  of  a  new  year  focus  anew 
the  attention  of  United  Methodists 
on  the  church’s  mission  to  work  for 
peace  with  justice  throughout  the 
world.  For  without  justice,  ground¬ 
ed  in  love  and  forgiveness,  there 
can  be  no  peace, 

Worldwide  peace  with  justice 
may  be  a  visionary  goal,  but  humble 
efforts  by  local  churches  in  their 
communities  can  be  an  effective 
tool  towards  obtaining  goals.  To  as¬ 
sist  in  empowering  members  of  our 
local  congregations,  the  General 
Boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 
of  Global  Ministries  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  program  to  assist  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  on  leave  to  become  Peace 
With  Justice  Educators  to  specific' 
conferences. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  two  Peace  With  Justice 
Educators,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Phillip 
Beal,  will  spend  the  third  week  of 
February  touring  our  state.  Work¬ 
shops  and  services  in  each  district 
will  concentrate  on  developing 
compassionate  attitudes  toward  the 
underprivileged  and  seeking  effec¬ 
tive  ways  of  alleviating  their  suffer¬ 
ing. 

A  planning  committee  consulted 
district  representatives  as  to  which 
justice  issue  was  of  paramount  con¬ 
cern  in  each  district.  Understand¬ 
ably,  in  light  of  Louisiana’s  economic 
and  social  situation,  there  were  re¬ 
quests  for  understanding  the  causes 
of  poverty,  examining  our  attitudes 
toward  mose "m”jfeverty  (including 
welfare  recipients)  and  exploring  the 
church’s  response  and  responsibility 
in  alleviating  these  problems. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  Phillip 
and  Kathy  Beal  since  both  have  had 
extensive  educational  experience 
and  both  are  published  writers.  Dr. 
Beal’s  work  has  appeared  in  educa¬ 
tional  journals  and  Mrs.  Beal  is  the 
author  of  several  books  related  to 


teaching  English  as  a  second  lan¬ 
guage.  Both  earned  their  B.A.  de¬ 
grees  at  Cornell  College. 

Dr.  Beal’s  first  appointment  was 
as  youth  director  at  Edison  Park 
Methodist  Church  in  Chicago.  He 
later  served  in  academic  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  positions  at  the  Uni¬ 
versities  of  Oregon  and  Pacific 
Lutheran  and  Saginaw  Valley  State 
College  and  was  Visiting  Scholar  at 
the  National  Center  for  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  Management  Systems.  He  was 
awarded  the  Ph.D.  degree  by  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oregon  in  1965.  Mrs.  Beal 
taught  in  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  as  well  as  in  colleges  where 
she  supervised  student  teachers.  Her 
special  interest  is  teaching  English  as  a 
second  language. 

The  couple  became  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  in  1988.  They 
were  sent  to  Singapore  where  Dr. 
Beal  was  a  counselor  and  teacher  in 
the  Anglo-Chinese  School  and  Mrs. 
Beal  was  Reading  and  Creative 
Writing  teacher  and  counselor  at 
two  secondary  schools.  Since  Sep¬ 
tember,  1990,  they  have  been  on 
home  assignment  as  Peace  With 
Justice  Educators  attached  to  the 
West  Michigan  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Our  hope  is  that  members  of  all 
churches  in  each  district  the  Beals 
visit  will  take  advantage  of  this 
wonderful  opportunity  to  hear  of 
the  Beal’s  service.  Following  is  the 
schedule  of  sessions  with  locale, 
time  and  theme  for  each  session. 
New  Orleans  District: 

Monday,  Feb.  17 
1 1  a.m.-l  p.m.  Luncheon  and 
Forum  for  Ministers.  FUMC 
“Combating  Distrust  and  Ethnic 
and  Racial  Hostility  and 
Negative  Attitudes  toward 
Welfare  Recipients”  and  “Can 
the  Church  take  a  more  Active 
Role  in  Promoting  Public 
Policies  that  are  Fair,  Just  and 
Equitable  for  All?" 

7  p.m.-8  p.m.  Singles  Group, 
host,  Munholland  UMC, 

Metairie 

"Dynamics  of  Poverty  and  the 
Challenge  to  the  Church.” 


\ 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

(Kathy)  Phillip  Beal.  PHOTO  CREDIT:  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 


Baton  Rouge  District: 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19 
10  a.m.-12  noon  University  UMC 
7  p.m.-8:30  p.m.  Jefferson  UMC 
Theme  for  both:  “Root  Causes 
of  Poverty,  Our  Attitudes 
towards  People  in  Poverty,  and 
the  Challenge  to  the  Church.” 
Monroe  District: 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19 
12  noon  Northeast  Louisiana 
University  Campus  Ministries. 
Professors  and  Students.  “The 
Church’s  Challenge  in  Dealing 
with  Poverty.” 

1:30  p.m.-3:30  p.m.  Memorial 
UMC.  Chairpersons  of  Church 
and  Society  work  areas  and 
other  district  officers. 
“Environmental  Issues." 

7  p.m.  FUMC,  West  Monroe 
"Dynamics  of  Poverty  and 
Empowerment  of  Congregations 
in  Facing  this  Social  and 
Economic  Problem.” 

■Ruston' District:  ' 

Thursday,  Feb.  20 
1 1:30  a.m.  Informal  lunch  and 
forum,  Hilltop  Cafeteria,  Ruston 
“How  Can  We  Pastors  Involve 
Our  Congregations  in  Ministries 
of  Social  Justice,  given  the 
Negative  Way  in  which  Many 
People  View  these  Issues?” 

6  p.m.  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation.  Seminar  for 


students.  “Peace  With  Justice” 

Shreveport  District: 

Friday,  Feb.  21 

7:30  p.m.-9  p.m.  Broadmoor 
UMC 

“Peace  With  Justice  Issues 
Relating  to  Poverty,  Hunger  and 
Homelessness.” 

Alexandria  District: 

Saturday,  Feb.  22 

10  a.m.- 12  noon  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC.  Chairpersons  of  Church 
and  Society  work  areas  and 
members  of  Vision  2000. 
“Assessing  Community  Needs 
and  Gearing  Up.” 

Lake  Charles  and  Arcadia 
Districts: 

Sunday,  Feb.  23 

9  a.m.  Merryville  UMC,  Sunday 
Service,  one  Beal 

9:45  a.m.  FUMC,  DeRidder,  the 
other  Beal 

1 1  a.m.  Wesley  UMC,  DeRidder, 
one  Beal 

1 1  a.m.  FUMC,  DeRidder,  other 
Beai 

7  p.m.  FUMC,  Lafayette 

North  Shore  District: 

Monday,  Feb.  24 

7  p.m.-9  p.m.  FUMC, 

Ponchatoula 
“Empowerment  of 
Congregations  and  Their 
Members  in  Meeting  the 
Challenge  of  Poverty.” 


pen. 

4.  Joining  a  group  of  care  and  accountability.  This  may  be  a  group 
of  friends  who  study  sermons.  It  may  be  a  book  study  group.  It 
can  even  be  a  weekly  coffee  time  with  sister  and  brother  clergy, 
Methodist  or  ecumenical.  (I  often  find  myself  being  more  forth¬ 
right  about  my  soul  with  non-Methodist  clergy  colleagues.) 

5.  Begin  exercising  and  loving  your  body,  knowing  that  God’s  love 
cannot  be  fully  experienced  when  we  do  not  feel  good  about  our¬ 
selves. 

6.  Developing  a  hobby  or  special  interest.  My  own  hobby  is  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  the  Civil  War.  I’m  not  a  true  “buff’  but  I  greatly  enjoy 
rummaging  through  used  bookstores  for  old  Lincoln  materials. 

Though  this  is  an  incomplete  listing  and  could  even  be  considered 
“preachy”  kinds  of  suggestions,  I  offer  them  to  you  because  I  know 
they  work! 

When  I  grow  weary  of  having  to  make  choices  about  my  life  and  have 
a  desire  to  attach  myself  to  some  secure  object  or  place  where  I  can 
hide,  I  know  that  I  am  beginning  to  wither  in  spirit  and  need  to  read¬ 
dress  my  faith. 

To  paraphrase  St.  Augustine  and  Martin  Luther,  “Hold  to  Christ 
and  in  all  else  hang  loose!”  a 

_ (Qk, 

Cynthia  Wilson-Felder  Concert 
Benefits  Peoples  Community  Center 

The  musician  who  electrified  the 
delegates  to  the  1991  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  with  her  singing 
will  return  to  her  home  town,  New 
Orleans,  for  a  benefit  for  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Community  Cen¬ 
ter. 

Mrs.  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder,  na¬ 
tionally  known  for  the  vital  spiritu¬ 
ality  that  resonates  through  her 
music,  will  present  a  concert  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 

3401  Canal  Street,  on  Saturday, 

March  7,  at  7  p.m.  The  concert  will 
be  preceded  by  three,  all-day  city¬ 
wide  workshops,  March  5-7,  held 
from  8  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Topics  for  each  workshop  in¬ 
clude:  Choir  Decorum,  Music  in  the 
Scriptures,  Basic  Sight  Reading,  Ex¬ 
ploring  and  Discovering  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  and  Supple¬ 
mentary  Music  Resources  Applying 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Elva  June  Lee,  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Oakley  Lee,  died  Janu¬ 
ary  6,  1  992  in  Lake  Charles.  She  is  survived  by  two  children. 


Mrs.  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder 


Music  Ministry  to  Vision  2000 
Principals. 

The  cost  of  the  workshop  and  con¬ 
cert  will  be  $10  ($13.50  with  lunch) 
or  $6.50  for  the  concert  alone.  Reg¬ 
istration  deadline  is  February  26. 
For  information,  please  call  504/ 
588-1064,  899-9593  or  524-1041. 


' Honored '  Leaders  Keep  Vision  Alive 


From  left,  the  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  pastor  of  Felicity;  Mr.  Ogden 
Mouille;  Mrs.  Gertrude  Mouille;  Mrs.  Margaret  Waldo;  Ms.  Myrtie 
Tindell;  Ms.  Mable  Mouille;  Ms.  Annette  Lipscomb;  Mr.  Edward  Da¬ 
vidson;  Mr.  John  Lipscomb  and  Captain  Lawrence  Cowell. 


Appointment  Changes 

The  following  changes  in  ministe¬ 
rial  appointments  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Bishop  Oden  and  the 
Cabinet: 

*  *  * 

Jeffrey  D.  Conner  (Probationary 
Member)  from  St.  Mark’s,  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  to  St.  Mark’s-Napo- 
leon  Avenue,  New  Orleans  District, 
effective  January  1,  1992. 

*  *  * 

Scott  W.  Adams  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  from  Noel  (Associate)  Shreve¬ 
port  District,  to  David  Haas 
Memorial-Evergreen-White’s  Cha¬ 
pel,  Alexandria  District,  effective 
January  1,  1992. 

*  *  * 

M.  Douglas  Ezell  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  from  Napoleon  Avenue- 
Parker  Memorial,  New  Orleans 
District,  to  Parker  Memorial,  New 
Orleans  District,  effective  January 
1,  1992. 

*  *  * 

Richard  T.  Stiltner  (Probationary 
Member)  from  Trinity-John  Wes¬ 
ley,  New  Orleans  District,  to  Trin- 
ity-Gentilly,  New  Orleans  District, 
effective  January  1,  1992. 

*  *  * 

Marta  L.  Sanfiel  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  from  Spanish  Ministries,  New 
Orleans  District,  to  Messiah-Span- 
ish  Ministries,  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  effective  January  1,  1992. 

*  *  * 

Michael  E.  Ricke  (Probationary 
Member)  from  Messiah-Gentilly, 
New  Orleans  District,  to  Student, 
Emory  University;  New  Orleans 
District;  effective  January  1,  1992. 

•  *  * 

Louis  A.  Smith  (Local  Pastor) 
from  St.  James-Newell,  North 
Shore  District,  to  Thirkeild-Harry’s 
Chapel,  North  Shore  District,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1,  1992. 

*  *  • 

Nolan  Robinson  (Part-Time  Local 
Pastor)  from  no  appointment  to  St. 
James-Newell,  North  Shore  Dis¬ 
trict,  effective  January  1,  1992. 


Felicity  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans,  paid  tribute 
to  nine  of  its  senior  members  on 
“Honors  Sunday”  for  their  perse¬ 
verance,  loyalty,  dedication  and 
faithfulness.  These  individuals  have 
kept  alive  the  vision  of  this  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  year  old  his¬ 
toric  church  whose  Vision  2000 
goal  is  to  work  towards  becoming  a 
thriving  church  within  the  inner 
city.  Their  names  were  placed  upon 
the  wall  of  the  Felicity  Fellowship 
Hall,  currently  under  renovation 
and  restoration. 

All  of  the  members  honored  are 
active  in  the  church  and  sqme  are 
second-generation  families.  They 
received  proclamations  signed  by 
Mayor  Sidney  J.  Barthelemy  of 
New  Orleans  and  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden.  Also  paying  tribute  to 

NLU  campus  ministry 
sets  spring  luncheons 


Topics  for  the  fall  semester's  is¬ 
sue-centered  luncheon,  held  each 
Wednesday  noon  while  school  is  in 
session  at  the  Northeast  Campus 
Ministry  Center  at  Northeast  Loui¬ 
siana  University,  have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Jim  Wilson.  The  theme  for  this  se¬ 
mester  is  “Keeper  of  the  Poor”  with 
a  double  meaning  implied.  The  lec¬ 
tures  include  a  look  at  our  welfare 
system  as  well  as  an  environmental 
lecture  on  Earth  Day. 


The  luncheons  are  open  to  the 
public.  They  begin  at  noon  and  end 
promptly  at  12:50  p.m.  Hot  meals 
prepared  by  area  church  women’s 
groups  are  provided  at  a  cost  of  $  1 
for  students  and  $2  for  others.  The 
Center  is  located  at  112  Delano 
Drive,  next  to  Strauss  Hall.  For 
more  information,  call  318/343- 
2944. 


them  were  District  Superintendent 
George  Duerson  and  Felicity  Pastor 
Marva  Mitchell. 

Mentioned  in  the  presentations 


The  fourth  Annual  Rural  Pastors’ 
Retreat  for  rural  pastors  of  small 
membership  churches  will  be  held 
on  March  23-24,  1992,  at  the  Uski- 
chitto  Retreat  Center  near  Le 
Blanc.  The  Retreat  will  feature  the 
Rev.  Dr.  William  "Bill”  Cotton  as 
resource  leader.  Dr.  Cotton  is  the 
pastor  of  the  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He 
has  served  as  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Creston  District  and  has 
been  assigned  as  missioner  for 
Town  and  Rural  Ministries. 

In  his  presentations,  Dr.  Cotton 


was  Ms.  Anita  Cory  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  who  continues  to  support 
the  church  despite  her  residence  in 
another  state. 


will  talk  about  the  Church  in  the 
1 990s  as  it  relates  to  small-member- 
ship  churches.  His  topics  are:  “Our 
Sickness  Unto  Death”  and  “Called 
to  Walk  through  Walls.”  His 
thoughts  will  reflect  John’s  Gospel. 

Registration  fee  for  the  event  is 
$5.00.  One  (1.0)  CEU  credit  will  be 
offered.  Registration  forms  are  avail¬ 
able  through  Conference  mailing.  The 
Rev.  T.  R.  Bergeron  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Pharr  Chapel,  will  serve  as  Dean  and 
the  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Kinder, 
will  serve  as  Registrar. 
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Priitnrial 

A  holy  experiment  in  healing 


Imagine: 

You  are  about  to  be  admitted  to  the 
hospital  for  major  surgery- 

As  you  and  your  family  enter  the 
lobby,  however,  you  don’t  go  to  the 
admitting  desk.  Instead,  you  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  hospital  chapel. 

There  you  are  met  by  a  chaplain, 
your  pastor,  friends  from  church 
and  colleagues  from  work. 

After  prayers,  a  hymn  and  the  re¬ 
ceiving  of  communion  by  all  present, 
you  come  forward  a  second  time. 
The  chaplain  reads  from  Scripture 
and  then  anoints  your  forehead  with 
oil  as  she  prays  for  your  release  from 
pain  and  recovery  of  health. 

You  and  your  friends  softly  sing  a 
hymn  of  praise  to  God.  Then,  after 
a  benediction  by  the  chaplain  and 
loving  hugs  from  your  friends,  you 
go  to  be  admitted  into  the  hospital 
for  surgery  the  next  day. 

We  at  the  Reporter  recently  cele¬ 
brated  just  such  a  worship  experi¬ 
ence  prior  to  an  editorial  staff 
colleague’s  surgery. 

For  us,  it  was  a  holy  experiment 
in  providing  spiritual  support  for  a 
fellow  Christian  facing  a  stem  test 
of  body  and  spirit. 

We  believe  our  experience  is  in¬ 
structive  for  others.  Among  other 
things,  it  serves  as  a  hands-on  mod¬ 
el  for  Christians  to  re-discover  an 
exciting  but  oft-missing  dimension 
of  our  corporate  witness:  the  di¬ 
mension  of  healing. 

Clearly,  healing  was  a  vital  part  of 
our  Lord’s  ministry.  Through  the 
ages,  Christians  have  emulated  it  in 
numerous  ways  such  as  the  founding 
of  hospitals,  including  the  one  whose 
chapel  became  our  sanctuary.  Many 
congregations  include  time  during 


worship  services  for  intercessory 
prayer  and  prayers  for  healing. 

Nevertheless,  direct  participa¬ 
tion,  particularly  within  the  context 
of  Christian  worship,  in  praying 
with  others  for  healing  and  for 
strength  to  face  health-related  cri¬ 
ses,  such  as  surgery,  likely  is  the  ex¬ 
ception  rather  than  the  rule. 

That’s  too  bad,  since  those  who  ex¬ 
perience  such  interactive  prayer — 
that  is,  prayer  involving  not  merely 
words  but  sight,  sound,  touch  and 
even,  during  communion,  taste — 
typically  find  their  faith  and  their 
bonds  to  each  other  greatly  enhanced. 

As  a  result,  channels  are  opened 
for  God’s  healing  power  to  flow 
through  the  community  of  believers 
toward  those  with  special  needs. 

Here  are  reminders  for  those  who 
wish  to  be  part  of  such  an  experience: 

■  Be  open  to  opportunities  for 
such  healing  experiences  but  don’t 
force  such  experiences  on  anyone. 

■  Respect  the  often-fragile  condi¬ 
tion  of  those  for  whom  healing  is 
sought  and  keep  the  service  brief. 

■  Don’t  confuse  healing  with  be¬ 
ing  cured.  The  healing  of  one’s 
body,  mind  and  spirit  may  or  may 
not  include  a  physical  sense  of  “get¬ 
ting  well.”  Its  primary  benefit  is  the 
reassurance  of  God’s  presence  and 
power  at  work  in  one’s  life. 

■  Keep  the  focus  where  it  belongs 
in  any  worship  experience:  on  God 
and  God’s  will  that  we  be  whole. 

If  you  would  like  to  have  a  copy 
of  the  worship  service  that  we 
shared  with  our  colleague,  write: 
Healing,  c/o  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275,  or  make  a  request 
by  facsimile:  (214)  630-0079. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


My  Witness: 


Street  person  tested  depth  of  my  compassion 


By  DAVID  G.  MEADE 

As  the  contractor  left  my  office  on 
that  hot  afternoon  last  summer,  I  had 
a  lot  of  reasons  to  feel  pleased  with 
myself  and  a  bit  put-out  as  well. 

A  year  earlier  I  had  assumed  the 


pastorate  of  this  inner  city  church 
after  serving  six  years  as  a  professor 
of  New  Testament.  My  misfortune 
in  a  time  of  academic  retrenchment 
was  the  church’s  good  fortune,  and 
I  had  served  the  church  well. 

Nearly  bankrupt  and  demoral¬ 


ized,  the  congregation  had  doubled 
its  attendance,  increased  revenues 
by  nearly  half,  and  started  a  number 
of  vital  new  ministries,  including 
the  housing  of  29  refugees  in  the 
church  basement. 

Working  80-hour  weeks 

Working  80-hour  workweeks,  my 
life  was  a  blur  of  church  meetings,  su¬ 
pervising  contractors  and  volunteers, 
visiting,  preaching,  writing.  I  had 
“gone  the  extra  mile”  and  felt  I  was 
overworked  and  underappreciated. 

Tired  and  irritable,  I  walked  into 
the  outer  office  to  discover  a  street 
person.  Dirty  and  disheveled,  with 
a  scar  running  from  his  temple  to 
his  chin,  he  had  broken  into  a  sup¬ 
ply  of  cookies  that  we  had  bought 
for  a  church  reception  and  was  eat¬ 
ing  them. 

Instinctively  I  began  to  scold  him 
and  tried  to  tell  him  how  he  could 
properly  go  about  receiving  assis¬ 
tance. 

Before  I  knew  it,  the  man  had  me 
by  the  throat  and  was  slamming  me 
repeatedly  against  the  wall,  cursing 
me.  As  my  fear  and  pain  grew,  I 
knew  I  was  in  serious  trouble. 

Dropped  his  hands 

Then,  unexpectedly,  the  man 
dropped  his  hands.  Beside  me  on  the 
wall  was  a  reproduction  of  Solomon’s 
head  of  Christ.  He  began  to  cry  and 
pray  to  the  image:  “Jesus,  what  is  the 
matter  with  this  world?  Where  are 
you?  Dear  Jesus,  what  about  me?” 

Choking  and  in  shock,  I  sat  the 
man  down.  He  asked  forgiveness 
for  hurting  me  and  pointed  to  some 


Street  people  can  be  manipulative,  repulsive  and  chronically  de¬ 
pendent.  But  now  there  are  words  that  will  not  go  away:  “Jesus, 
where  are  you?" 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  read-  M 
ers  may  share  mean-  , 
ingful  experiences  of  -  I 
the  Christian  life.  The 
Rev.  David  C.  Meade 
is  minister  of  St. 

Paul's  United  Meth- 1 
odist  Church  in  Niag¬ 
ara  Falls ,  New  York  (Western  New  York 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


money  lying  on  the  desk,  saying,  “I 
could  have  taken  that,  but  I  didn’t 
come  to  steal.” 

He  wept  as  he  told  me  of  two 
dead  brothers,  one  killed  just  re¬ 
cently  in  Desert  Storm.  1  sent  him, 
now  filled  with  remorse,  off  in  a  cab 
to  a  local  soup  kitchen. 

Street  people  can  be  manipula¬ 
tive,  repulsive  and  chronically  de¬ 
pendent.  Many  times  before  and 
after  this  incident,  I  have  and  will 
do  my  best  to  meet  their  needs. 


Words  won't  go  away 

But  now  there  are  words  in  my 
heart  and  brain  that  will  not  go  away, 
words  that  haunt  me  and  force  me  to 
ever  examine  my  posture  in  life  and 
the  depth  of  my  compassion  and  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Gospel. 

Every  time  I  feel  self-satisfied  or 
self-pitying,  those  words  of  that  lost 
man  come  back,  “Jesus,  where  are 
you?” —  and  I  pray  that  the  next 
time  someone  looks,  they  will  see 
Him  in  me. 


Is  there  a  medium  between  universalism  and  evangelism? 


In  response  to  the  Jan.  24  article 
regarding  theological  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  and 
the  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson: 

Perhaps  there  is  a  medium  be¬ 
tween  universalism  and  evangelism. 
There  is  truth  expressed  in  each 
man’s  position. 

I  believe  that  God  brings  people 
to  him  because  of  the  mediating  life 
and  work  of  Jesus  Christ.  Obvious¬ 
ly,  millions  of  people  throughout 
history  did  not  hear  of  Jesus’  love. 
This  does  not  mean  they  are  cut  off 
from  God’s  grace.  God  can  save 
those  who  are  unaware  they  are  be¬ 
ing  reconciled  to  God. 

This  does  not  excuse  our  respon¬ 
sibility  to  do  evangelism.  Our 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  obligates 

Here  I  StancL 


us  to  act  and  to  share  a  message  of 
salvation  with  those  who  are  un¬ 
aware  of  God’s  love. 

Thad  Carter 
Elysian  Fields,  Texas 

We're  sports  crazed 

I  read  with  disgust  and  dismay 
the  Jan.  24  article  headlined,  “Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman  helped 
land  the  Super  Bowl!” 

Is  our  church  playing  to  the  tune 
of  the  world?  The  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  was  elated  be¬ 
cause  the  Super  Bowl  came  to  their 
town  to  play! 

Since  the  church  is  right  across 
the  street  from  the  convention  cen¬ 
ter,  its  members  hoped  to  minister 
to  the  thousands  of  people  that 


came  to  the  game. 

But  were  those  fans  interested  in 
church  or  even  coming  to  church? 
No!  Their  minds  would  only  be  on 
the  game.  What  impact  would  a 
church  hope  to  have  on  a  Super 
Bowl  Sunday? 

The  fact  is  that  this  country  as  a 
whole  has  the  “sports  craze.”  I 
know  that  some  people  paid  over  a 
thousand  dollars  for  a  Super  Bowl 
ticket! 

Sports  can  become  an  idolatrous 
thing.  And  that’s  exactly  what’s 
happening.  Christians  by  the  thou¬ 
sands  put  far  too  much  time  in 
sports  and  not  enough  time  in  the 
church  and  for  the  Lord. 

I  know  of  a  pastor  who  rented  a 
giant  television  screen  for  the  fel¬ 


lowship  hall  so  his  people  could 
watch  the  Super  Bowl. 

Of  course,  they  see  nothing  wrong 
with  it.  But  then,  neither  does  the 
devil. 

William  Cummings 
Madison,  Tennessee 

Where  is  God's  Word? 

Your  two  stories  in  the  Jan.  3  is¬ 
sue  on  the  new  “vision”  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  and  its 
supposed  global  “coming  of  age”  re¬ 
veal  only  that  we  in  Methodism 
once  more  have  been  provided  but 
another  version  of  the  church’s 
present  and  ancient  darkness. 

Look  over  your  stories.  Five 
points  are  given  prominence  in  the 
“vision”  story,  and  four  points  are 


It's  time  to  take  church  development  seriously 


By  W.  JAMES  COWELL 

An  issue  that  deserves  attention 
by  the  1992  General  Conference  is 
new  church  development. 

The  issue  needs  to  be  considered 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  the  fact 
that  new  churches  tend  to  have  a 
higher  percentage  of  professions  of 
faith  than  long-existing  churches. 

Several  things  should  be  done 
throughout  the  denomination  to  en¬ 
able  more  new  church  starts,  in¬ 
cluding  the  following: 

■  Use  the  United  Methodist 
Men’s  organization  to  provide  volun¬ 
teer  construction  teams  to  build 
church  facilities  or  parsonages  in 
inissional  situations. 

:  The  United  Methodist  Men  could 
work  closely  with  the  Volunteer  in 
Mission  program  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
emphasis  would  be  on  working  with 
a  missional  congregation,  not  com¬ 
pleting  a  project  for  them. 

■  Emphasize  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  and  church  extension  in 
our  seminaries. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  W.  James 
Cowell  is  pastor  of 
Hilltop  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sandy,  Utah 
(Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Courses  on  congregational  devel¬ 
opment  could  be  taught  as  part  of  the 
academic  course  of  study,  summer 
extension  courses  could  be  offered  on 
the  subject,  and  seminary  students 
could  spend  field  work  experience  as¬ 
sisting  in  church  planting. 

■  Use  the  “sponsoring  church” 
concept  to  establish  new  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Paragraph  256.7  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline  states  that  the  administra¬ 
tive  board  “shall  develop  in  the 


members  of  the  congregation  a  con¬ 
cern  for  and  responsibility  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  new  churches”  and 
with  proper  authorization  “it  shall 
organize  and  sponsor  new  churches, 
church  schools,  and  other  forms  of 
ministry  needed  in  the  community.” 

Existing  churches  can  sponsor  new 
congregations  by  providing  a  small 
nucleus  of  people  sharing  their  facili¬ 
ties  with  a  racial  ethnic  congregation, 
sharing  staff  to  help  develop  a  congre¬ 
gation,  providing  financial  support, 
and  assisting  in  telemarketing  or  other 
organizational  efforts. 

■  Use  lay  people  and  local  pastors 
to  start  new  congregations. 

Such  people  would  receive  special 
training  to  be  congregational  devel¬ 
opers.  They  would  be  assigned  as 
special  missioners  rather  than  ap¬ 
pointed.  Some  people  would  not 
have  a  college  or  even  a  high  school 
diploma,  and  they  would  not  neces¬ 
sarily  be  on  a  career  track  in  minis¬ 
try.  Lay  people  already  are  working 
effectively  among  recent  immi¬ 
grants  and  people  with  limited  fi¬ 
nancial  resources. 


■  Most  importantly,  we  need  to 
develop  a  national  churchwide  strat¬ 
egy  for  congregational  development. 

We  should  focus  first  on  the  50 
largest  metropolitan  areas  in  the 
country.  National  agencies  should 
work  intentionally  with  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  determining  areas  for  new 
congregations  as  well  as  the  need  for 
relocation,  mergers,  redevelopment 
or  reallocation  of  resources  (such  as 
using  an  existing  facility  to  house  a 
new  congregation). 

Special  attention  should  be  given  to 
“re-churching”  inner-city  areas  and 
establishing  congregations  among 
poor  and  marginalized  groups. 

If  we  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  interested  in  reaching 
recent  immigrants  and  new  growth 
areas,  then  we  must  reemphasize 
new  congregational  development. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Rejoice  in  your  hope,  be  patient 
in  tribulation,  be  constant  in 
prayer.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  I  Corinthians  13:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  10 

Monday:  Psalms  138:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  138:7-8 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  6:1-5 
Thursday:  Isaiah  6:6-8 
Friday:  Luke  5:1-11 
Saturday:  I  Corinthians  15:1-2 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:3-1 1 


highlighted  in  the  global  “coming  of 
age”  story. 

Nowhere,  however,  is  there  recog¬ 
nized  or  even  mentioned  anything 
like  a  commitment  to  and  a  faith  in 
God’s  Word.  In  this  new  l,vision’’  or 
global  “coming  of  age,”  there  is  no 
place  for  the  Gospel  of  divine  truth. 

The  Bible  has  been  criticized  for  so 
long  by  theological  critics  and  to  such 
an  extent  that  even  laypeople,  who 
are  seldom  caught  up  in  theology, 
have  lost  sight  of  the  Bible's  gospel. 

Because  our  theologians  have 
been  blind  to  the  gospel  of  truth  and 
have  been  enamored  of  their  own 
lack  of  understanding,  the  Word  of 
God  has  been  allowed  to  be  dis¬ 
missed  from  all  public  education 
and  to  be  discredited  by  those  in  po¬ 
sitions  of  leadership  and  responsibil¬ 
ity  in  our  government,  in  our  courts, 
and  in  society  as  a  whole. 

Charles  Sloca 
Fairfield,  Iowa 

Editorial  delighted  us 

We  were  delighted  to  read  the 
Jan.  17  editorial  headlined,  “Dear 
‘Newsweek.’  About  prayer . . .”! 

Thank  you  so  much  for  speaking 
for  us  (and  I’m  sure  many  others)  to 
the  editors  at  “Newsweek”  and  oth¬ 
er  secular  media. 

You  encouraged  our  hearts  with 
your  strong  but  courteous  state¬ 
ment,  especially  the  fourth 
paragraph. 

Julia  Boekelman 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 

Use  of  'seized'  hit 

Regarding  a  Jan.  3  “Faith 
Watch”  article  headlined,  “Turns 
Falwell  Down”: 

Use  of  the  word  “seized”  to  de¬ 


scribe  someone  who  won  in  the  pre¬ 
scribed  political  process  is  a  bit 
shabby. 

No  one  “seized”  anything,  folks. 
Your  side  lost.  Admit  it  and  try 
harder  next  time.  1  think  the  term 
from  Scripture  is  “sour  grapes.” 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

Resume  full  reporting 

Joe  Frazer’s  “Here  I  Stand”  col¬ 
umn  in  the  January  10  edition  ad¬ 
dresses  a  long-recognized  problem  of 
what  has  become  of  charge/church 
conferences.  No  wonder  they  are  less 
well-attended  each  year. 

His  solution  may  be  the  correct 
one.  I’m  no  expert  there.  But  I  do 
believe  the  former  days’  procedures 
of  full  reports  should  be  once  again 
followed. 

Betty  Morris 

San  Diego,  California 

Report  on  creativity 

I  agree  with  Joe  Frazer’s  Jan.  10 
article  that  a  new  format  is  needed 
for  the  charge  conference.  However, 
1  think  the  district  superintendent 
does  need  to  be  in  each  charge  at 
least  once  during  a  year. 

Some  superintendents  are  doing 
creative  things  in  charge  confer¬ 
ences.  Perhaps  the  Reporter  could 
make  a  survey  and  report  on  what 
some  are  doing. 

Roy  L.  Howard 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-0275. 


Building? 


«  L  J 


Loan? 


Call  212-870-3856 
or  1-800-862-8633. 


If  your  church  is  planning  to 
build  or  expand  its  facilities, 
you  need  to  talk  to  the  United 
Methodist  Development  Fund 
for  your  mortgage  loan. 

Funds  for  mortgage  loans  are 
made  possible  by  the  investments 
of  United  Methodist  individuals, 
churches,  and  organizations  all 
across  the  church. 


For  more  information,  please  call 
or  write  to:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115;  Telephone  (212)  870- 
3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


BAPTISTS  TARGET  WOMEN:  The 

Southern  Baptist  Women’s  Missionary  Union 
will  launch  a  public-media  awareness  campaign 
in  1 5  southern  and  southwestern  states  in  April 
and  May.  A  four-color,  four-page  insert  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  regional  editions  of  “Family  Circle,” 
“Woman’s  Day,”  “Parents  Magazine,”  “Better 
Homes  and  Gardens”  and  “Good  Housekeep¬ 
ing.”  The  campaign  targets  three  groups  of 
women:  Southern  Baptist  women  not  involved 
in  the  missionary  union,  Christian  women  who 
are  not  Southern  Baptist  but  are  interested  in 
missions,  and  women  who  are  not  Christian. 

ANGLICAN  PETITION:  m  an  open  let¬ 
ter  to  the  church’s  leadership,  more  than  a  fifth 
of  the  Church  of  England’s  clergy  have  ex¬ 
pressed  opposition  to  interfaith  worship.  The 
2,014  signatories  agreed  that  interfaith  services 
“imply  that  salvation  is  offered  by  God  not  only 
through  Jesus  Christ  but  by  other  means,  and 
thus  deny  his  uniqueness  and  finality  as  the  only 
Savior.”  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  George 
Carey,  suggesting  that  the  project  was  ill-con¬ 
ceived,  said  the  letter  “played  on  Christian  fears 
about  encounter  with  people  of  other  faiths 
[and]  was  likely  to  lead  to  an  assumption  that 
they  were  an  unwelcome  presence  in  our  soci¬ 
ety.” 

THEOLOGIAN  DIES:  The  Rev.  Dale 
Moody,  76,  noted  Southern  Baptist  theologian 
and  professor,  died  Jan.  22  from  a  heart  attack. 
His  career  at  Southern  Baptist  Seminary  ended 
amid  theological  conflict  in  1983.  He  drew  criti¬ 
cism  for  his  belief  in  the  possibility  of  apostasy 
(“falling  from  grace”),  a  view  that  runs  counter 
to  the  commonly-held  Southern  Baptist  belief  in 
eternal  security.  The  seminary  nonetheless  hon¬ 
ored  Dr.  Moody  in  1988  by  naming  him  emeri¬ 
tus  professor  of  Christian  theology. 

RELIEF  GIVING  RISES:  Outreach  giving 
in  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
rose  nearly  one  percent  in  1 99 1 ,  while  relief  and 
development  programs  receipts  shot  up  nearly 
18  percent,  according  to  the  denomination’s  fi¬ 
nance  council.  The  1  percent  boost  to  Basic 
Mission  Finance  is  viewed  as  a  “positive  re¬ 
sponse”  in  light  of  the  sluggish  national  econo¬ 
my  and  events  surrounding  the  denomination’s 
general  assembly,  May  E.  Mitchell,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer,  said.  The  boost  represents  a 
$198,549  supplement  to  the  denominational 
budget,  Ms.  Mitchell  said. 

MISSIONARIES  RESIGN:  Two  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionaries,  each  with  16  years  of 
service  in  Europe,  have  resigned  from  their  mis¬ 
sionary  posts  following  what  they  describe  as  “a 
hostile  takeover”  of  their  denomination’s  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board.  In  a  letter  from  Romania, 
the  missionaries,  Charles  and  Katbie  Thomas, 
said  they  strongly  opposed  in  particular  the  de¬ 
cision  by  trustees  of  the  mission  board  to  stop 
funding  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Ruschlikon,  Switzerland. 

WHO  SAID  WHAT  TO  WHOM? 

Billy  Graham’s  friendship  and  status  as  “White 
House  preacher”  during  Richard  Nixon’s  presi¬ 
dency  has  often  been  cited  as  an  example  of  the 
dangers  posed  when  politicians  and  religious 
leaders  get  too  cozy.  But  a  new  biography  of  Mr. 
Graham  reveals  that  the  famed  evangelist  had 
even  more  influence  on  Nixon  than  has  general¬ 
ly  been  conceded.  The  author,  sociologist 
William  Martin  of  Rice  University  in  Houston, 
reports  that  Mr.  Graham's  role  in  Mr.  Nixon’s 
life  led  him  to  offer  political  advice  during  his 
1960  campaign  and  to  suggest  13  years  later 
that  he  should  take  steps  to  divert  attention 
from  the  so-called  Watergate  scandal  that  led  to 
his  resignation  from  the  presidency. 
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Bracing  for  a  flood  of  Haitian  refugees 


$y  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  editor 

The  Rev.  Michael  M.  Pszyk  is 
bracing  himself  for  some  3,000 
Haitian  refugees  who  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  pour  into  Miami  from  de¬ 
tention  centers  on  U.S.-owned 
bases  in  Cuba. 

The  United  Methodist  pastor, 
who  is  on  special  assignment  to 
Church  World  Service'  in  Miami, 
told  the  Reporter  that  a  Jan.  31 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  will 
not  change  the  number  of  refu¬ 
gees  already  granted  permission 
to  come  to  Miami. 

The  Supreme  Court  lifted  an 
injunction  that  barred  the  forced 
return  of  Haitian  exiles  to  Haiti 
from  Guantanamo. 

“We  have  been  promised  by 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
that  [the  previously  screened 
Haitians]  have  the  right  to  apply 
for  asylum,”  he  said. 

Church  World  Service  and  Wit¬ 
ness,  representing  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  and  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  have  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice  to  help  resettle  the  Haitians. 

'No  end  in  sight' 

Mr.  Pszyk  told  the  Reporter, 
“The  numbers  keep  growing. 
There  is  no  end  in  sight.”  Refugees 
had  been  arriving  at  about  100  a 
week,  but  he  was  expecting  that  to 
jump  to  500  in  late  January. 

Some  15,000  Haitians  trying 
to  reach  the  United  States  have 
been  plucked  from  the  sea  by  the 
U.S.  Coast  Guard  since  Haiti’s 
military  coup  Sept.  30,  1991. 

The  coup  deposed  Haiti’s  first 
democratically  elected  president, 


Several  thousand  of  the  11,000  Haitians  currently  in  detention 
Cuba  are  expected  to  come  to  Miami  to  seek  political  asylum. 
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centers  on  U.S.-owned  bases  in 


Jean  Bertrand  Aristide. 

The  fleeing  Haitians  have 
found  themselves  in  a  judicial 
pingpong  match.  A  1991  agree¬ 
ment  with  Haiti  calls  for  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  to  return  the  refu¬ 
gees  to  Haiti  but  several  restrain¬ 
ing  orders  by  a  federal  judge 
prevented  the  return.  Those  or¬ 
ders  were  overturned  by  the  re¬ 
cent  Supreme  Court  decision. 

In  the  meantime,  many  Hai¬ 
tians  are  being  held  at  the  Guan¬ 
tanamo  Bay  U.S.  Naval  Station 


for  screening  to  see  if  they  quali¬ 
fy  for  political  asylum  in  the 
United  States. 

Those  who  do  not  qualify  are 
being  returned  to  Haiti. 

Mr.  Pszyk  said  that  some 
3,000  may  be  allowed  to  come  to 
the  United  States  to  pursue  asy¬ 
lum  claims.  One  half  will  be  in 
the  care  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  other  half  by  the  Catho¬ 
lic  organization. 

That’s  when  the  “nightmare” 
begins,  he  said.  It  arises  from  the 


fact  that  the  Haitians  have  only 
90  days  to  pursue  their  legal 
claims  or  to  find  a  job. 

Calling  it  a  “meatgrinder”  of  a 
legal  process,  he  said  it  can  take  a 
lawyer  or  paralegal  an  entire  day 
to  process  one  person. 

On  top  of  that,  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  provides  no  funding  for 
the  refugees’  legal  fees,  he  said. 

Mr.  Pszyk  said  the  number  of 
refugees  fleeing  Haiti  has  risen 
dramatically  lately.  The  rise,  he 
said,  is  due  in  part  to  the  embar¬ 


go  against  Haiti  called  for  by  the 
Organization  of  American  States 
and  decimating  the  already  des- ■: 
perate  economy.  In  addition, 
coup  members  have  killed  and 
wounded  hundreds  of  Haitians, 
he  said. 

Legal  advocacy  is  just  one  need 
of  Haitian  refugees  addressed  by 
the  church  organizations.  They 
also  need  employment,  food, 
clothing,  shelter  and  interpreters 
who  speak  Haitian  creole  (a  deriv¬ 
ative  of  French.) 

The  Miami  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  is  making  plans  to 
help  meet  these  needs. 

“Many  Haitians  will  relocate 
with  relatives  in  Miami,”  said 
District  Superintendent  David  T. 
Brewer. 

Unfortunately,  he  said,  Hai¬ 
tians  have  the  highest  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  in  Miami. 

Unemployment  rate  high 

“In  one  of  our  Haitian 
churches,  the  unemployment  rate 
is  90  percent,”  he  continued. 

The  Florida  conference  is  hav¬ 
ing  its  own  financial  crunch  and 
will  need  help  from  the  national 
church,  he  said. 

Some  help  is  coming  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  In  their  recent  meeting, 
UMCOR  directors  approved 
$30,000  for  new  ministries  to  aid 
Haitian  refugees. 

United  Methodists  can  respond 
to  the  Haitian  Refugee  Crisis 
through  Advance  No.  901175-4. 

Associate  Editor  Oenise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  story. 


Women  in  Haiti  lead  hard  lives 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Women  refugees  forced  to  repa¬ 
triate  to  Haiti  from  the  emigration 
compounds  at  Guantanamo  Bay 
U.S.  Naval  Station,  Cuba,  will  re¬ 
turn  to  the  grading  life  suffered  by 
most  women  of  that  beleaguered 
nation. 

Yet,  in  the  interior  of  that  im¬ 
poverished  country,  away  from 
the  politically-explosive  coastal 
cities,  the  women  have  the  car¬ 
riage  of  royalty  as  they  walk  bare¬ 
foot  down  dusty  paths  to  the  river. 

Large  baskets  balanced  on 
their  heads  often  contain  heavy 
loads  of  laundry  that  they  scrub 
by  hand  on  river  rocks  each  day. 

Water  carriers  from  an  early  age, 
the  women  have  back  muscles  of 
steel.  The  heavy  loads  they  balance 
on  their  heads  cause  a  delightful 
swing  of  their  skirts  as  they  convoy 
along  the  hot,  dirt  roads. 

The  women’s  efforts  to  keep 
their  families  clean  in  the  inces¬ 
sant  dust  of  the  desert  terrain  are 
heroic. 

Most  live  in  huts  of  woven 
branches  plastered  with  mud  that 
dries  to  a  hard  finish  —  until  the 
rains  come.  Most  huts  have  dirt 
floors  and  thatched  roofs. 

Huts  have  no  electricity,  run¬ 
ning  water  or  sanitary  facilities. 


Commentary 

Yet  each  day,  children  leave  for 
school  in  clean,  crisply  ironed 
shirts  and  dresses. 

Rivers  are  social  centers  for 
Haitian  women  as  they  gather  to 
chat  and  scrub.  Clean,  wet  laun¬ 
dry  is  piled  into  baskets  or  pans 
and  carried  home  to  spread  over 
cactus  hedges  to  dry. 

When  the  clothes  are  dry,  the 
women  iron  them  with  flat  irons 
heated  in  the  same  charcoal  that  is 
used  to  cook  their  meager  meals. 

Haiti  is  a  harsh  land  for  wom¬ 
en.  Half  of  their  children  will  die 
of  parasites  or  malnutrition  be¬ 
fore  age  five.  Their  subsistence 
gardens  have  no  running  water  to 
help  produce  food;  thus  water 
must  be  carried  from  the  river  or 
from  wells.  Most  families  survive 
on  less  than  $30  a  month. 

The  women  work  hard  to  grow, 
sew,  embroider  or  cook  items  to 
sell  at  market  each  Saturday.  They 
weave  straw  into  fanciful  baskets 
and  donkey  saddles. 

They  decorate  their  huts  with 
colorful  designs  made  with  clay 
washes  of  varied  shades.  If  they 
can  afford  paint,  the  huts  become 
three  dimensional,  abstract 
paintings  in  vivid  blues,  greens, 
oranges,  reds  and  yellows. 


N  A 

Haitian  women  carry  endless 
loads  of  laundry  to  the  river 
where  they  hand  wash  them 
on  the  rocks. 

On  Sundays,  the  women  are  in 
the  packed  churches;  their  high, 
sweet  singing  is  rich  in  harmony. 
Beside  them  on  the  pews  are 
their  freshly  scrubbed  children. 
Girls  are  resplendent  in  colorful 
hair  ribbons  and  perfectly  ironed 
dresses. 

In  a  land  of  desperate  poverty 
and  strange  beauty,  the  women 
of  Haiti  add  a  touch  of  stoic 
grace. 


Concern  rises  for 
Haitian  Methodists 


By  LINDA  BIOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

As  United  Methodists  begin 
to  assist  Haitian  refugees,  con¬ 
cern  also  is  being  raised  about 
the  plight  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  that  island  nation 
straggling  under  new  military 
rule. 

The  Haitian  National  Net¬ 
work,  an  unofficial  United 
Methodist  group,  is  trying  to 
develop  strategies  to  raise  both 
awareness  and  money  for  the 
church.  Heading  the  group  is 
the  Rev.  Wesley  Williams,  di¬ 
rector  of  United  Methodist  Ur¬ 
ban  Services,  Inc.  of  Boston. 

A  report  issued  by  three 
groups — America’s  Watch,  the 
National  Coalition  for  Haitian 
Refugees,  and  Physicians  for 
Human  Rights — asserts  that 
“selected  assassinations,  disap¬ 
pearances,  severe  beatings  and 
political  arrests  continue.” 

In  addition,  according  to  the 
report,  “critically  necessary 
medical  and  public  health  ser¬ 
vices  have  disintegrated,”  tens 
of  thousands  have  been  forced 


The  church  is  operating 
under  great  'duress.' 

to  leave  their  homes,  food- 
storage  silos  belonging  to  peas¬ 
ant  groups  have  been  looted 
and  destroyed  and  news  media 
has  been  “terrified  into  effec¬ 
tive  silence.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Osgood, 
co-chairman  of  the  United 
Methodist  New  York  Annual 
Conference’s  Haitian  ministry 
committee,  said  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Haiti  is  operating 
under  “great  duress"  and  is 
“hamstrung  financially.” 

Methodist  ministers  have 
been  unable  to  speak  out  be¬ 
cause  of  military  threats  and 
monitoring  of  telephone  con¬ 
versations  and  facsimile  mes¬ 
sages,  according  to  his  wife, 
Nancy  Osgood. 

Mr.  Williams  said  the  Hai¬ 
tian  National  Network  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  involve  annual 
conferences  both  in  Haitian 
ministry  in  their  areas  and  aid 
to  the  church  in  Haiti. 


Cyclone  shelters  get 
major  UMCOR  funding 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Fourteen  special  emergency 
grant  requests  totaling  $561,825 
were  approved  during  the  winter 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Jan.  23-26 
in  Milwaukee. 

The  Rev.  Dean  Hancock,  UM¬ 
COR  project  officer,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  most  of  that’ 
amount — $430,000 — will  be  sent 
to  the  Christian  Commission  for 
Development  to  build  two  large 
cyclone  shelters  in  Bangladesh 
and  to  the  Church  of  Bangladesh 
to  build  six  smaller  ones  before 
the  next  cyclone  season  occurs. 

The  grant  will  also  help  rebuild 
houses  destroyed  by  a  cyclone 
that  hit  the  southern  Asian  na¬ 
tion  in  1991. 

“Last  year,  40,000  people  died 
during  cyclone  season,”  said  Mr. 
Hancock.  “The  people  receive  a 
warning  when  a  cyclone  comes. 
The  problem  is,  the  people  don’t 
have  anywhere  to  go  for  cover. 
With  these  new  buildings,  the 
people  won’t  have  to  go  miles 
and  miles  just  to  find  shelter." 


"Last  year,  40,000 
people  died  during 
cyclone  season." 


Mr.  Hancock  said  that  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  will  recruit  lay  peo¬ 
ple  with  construction  abilities  to 
work  on  these  cyclone  shelters. 

Interested  persons  should  con¬ 
tact  the  Global  Ministries  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  department  to 
become  “an  innovative  short¬ 
term  person  in  mission.” 

In  addition  to  the  Bangladesh 
grant  and  $30,000  for  relief  of 
Haitian  refugees  (see  related  arti¬ 
cle),  UMCOR  directors  at  their 
winter  meeting  gave  final  approval 
to  254  Advance  projects  for  1993 
and  1994,  totaling  $6.4  million 
and  $6.3  million  respectively. 

These  projects  were  among 
those  reviewed  and  approved  by 
the  Advance  committee  during 
its  early-January  meeting  in 
Monterrey,  Mexico. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


'Big  one:'  Africa  U.  charter  approved 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  charter  for  the  first  Africa- 
based  university  started  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  became  official 
Jan.  24  by  proclamation  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe’s  president,  Robert  Mugabe. 

After  more  than  four  years  of  ne¬ 
gotiation,  church  leaders  around  the 
world  met  the  news  with  jubilation. 

“This  indispensable  project  . . . 
will  change  the  face  of  Africa  and 
help  the  conti¬ 
nent  to  move 
smoothly  into 
the  21st  centu¬ 
ry,"  said  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Bishop  Emilio 
de  Carvalho  of 
Luanda,  Ango- 

Roger  Ireson  la,  chairman  of 
Africa  University’s  international 
board  of  directors.  The  Rev.  Roger 
W.  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  international  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  in 
an  interview  Jan.  24  with  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  said, 
“This  is  the  big  one.  This  is  the 
word  we’ve  been  waiting  for.” 

From  his  Nashville  office,  Dr. 
Ireson  said  he  received  word  of  the 
charter’s  approval  from  the  Rev. 


John  W.  Z.  Kurewa,  vice  chancellor 
of  the  new  university,  who  called 
Dr.  Ireson  from  his  home  in  Mu- 
tare,  Zimbabwe. 

Even  as  the  official  charter  ap¬ 
peared  in  Zimbabwe’s  “Gazette” 
(comparable  to  the  U.S.  Congressio¬ 
nal  Record),  United  Methodist  vol¬ 
unteer-in-mission  teams  from  the 
United  States  continued  their  work 
on  temporary  classrooms  and  offices. 

The  first  75  students — 50  in  the 
faculty  (college)  of  agriculture  and 
25  in  the  faculty  of  theology — will 
begin  classes  March  23. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  200  students  from 
across  Africa  have  applied  for  the 
75  places,  and  registrar  Constance 
Mafarachisi,  hired  in  December,  is 
reviewing  applications. 

The  top  legislative  body  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  approved 
plans  for  Africa  University  in  1988 
and  passed  a  $20-million  funding 
package. 

United  Methodists  have  given 
more  than  $5  million  in  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  for  the  university’s 
building  and  grounds  and  another 
$1.9  million  in  special  gifts  to  en¬ 
dow  scholarships  for  students. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  also  has  launched  a  major 
drive  to  collect  books  for  the  uni¬ 


versity’s  theological  library. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  books  will  be 
shipped  immediately  from  the 
publishing  house,  and  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Rosalyn  Lewis  will  begin  set¬ 
ting  up  the  library  in  Zimbabwe  in 
late  February. 

However,  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  voted  to  reserve  major 
funds  for  buildings  until  the  char¬ 
ter  was  approved  by  Zimbabwe’s 
government. 

Since  that  country  had  never  had 
private  universities.  President  Mu¬ 
gabe  formed  a  study  commission, 
which  in  turn  recommended  allow¬ 
ing  private  schools. 

This  final  approval  “brings  to 


fruition  a  dream  that  has  been  nur-' 
tured  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  Af¬ 
rican  United  Methodists  for  most 
of  this  centurv,”  said  Dr.  Ireson. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  NURSERY  SCHOOL. 

Suburban  church  seeks  experienced  director  for  exist- 
ing  1 30  child  program.  Resumes  and  inquiries  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1630  Hinman  Avenue,  Ev¬ 
anston,  I L  60201. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  -  experienced, 

creative  church  musician,  master's  degree  preferred, 
with  ability  to  coordinate  and  direct  large-scale  music 
program  for  3500-member  congregation.  Choirs  for  all 
ages  with  long  tradition  of  excellence  in  music.  Staff  or¬ 
ganist  and  handbell  director  in  place.  Present  director 
retiring  Summer  1992.  Write  or  call  for  application 
Penny  Davis,  Manchester  United  Methodist  Church 
129  Woods  Mill  Road,  St.  Louis,  MO  63011.  (314) 
394-7506.  Completed  applications  due  April  9th. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Large  youth  group 

at  3100-member  church.  Active  program.  Supportive 
adults.  Training/experience  desired.  Send  resume  to: 
Dr.  Ben  Chamness,  Kingwood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1 799  Woodland  Hills,  Kingwood,  TX  77339. 


Enjoy  Free  Travel 
AND 

Be  a  Blessing  to  Others! 


You  can  lead  groups  to  the  Grand 
Canyon,  California,  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  Europe  or  the  Holy 
Land. 

0  Meet  Christians  from  Across  the 
Country  and  Around  the  World 
0  Expand  your  Understanding  of 
God’s  World 

0  Share  a  Unique  Fellowship 
Experience  with  your  Church 
Friends 

•  See  Unusual  Sights  and  Sounds 

Low  Prices,  High  Quality,  and  a 
Committed  Professional  Staff  to  help 
you  every  step  of  the  way! 
Arrangements  made  by  the  leader  in 
non-profit,  Christian  travel  ministry. 

FOR  FREE,  NO  OBLIGATION  INFORMATION 

6xll  l-m-274-mS  ext.  600 
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Opportunities 

V^P.O.  Box  6067«lakeland.  FL  33807 

World  Trovel  with  o  Purpose 


f 


4 _ Faith  at  work 

'  T/  The  Untied  Methodist 

^  REPORTER 


FEBRUARY  7,  1992 


Faith 

= connections 


CATTLE  FOR  TURKEY:  a  sending-forth 
service  was  held  at  Summerfteld  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Milwaukee 
Jan.  25  for  a  missionary 
couple  accepting  a  short¬ 
term  assignment  in  eastern 
Turkey,  Gerhardt  and  Har- 
riette  Immega  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Elkhom,  Wis.,  will  assess 
and  plan  a  dairy  cattle  proj¬ 
ect  at  Turkey’s  Mor  Gabriel 
monastery.  The  project  is 
sponsored  jointly  by  the 
Syrian  Orthodox  Church 
and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  Wisconsin 
couple  has  some  26  years’ 
experience  as  owners  of 
dairy  cattle.  Officials  of 
United  Methodism’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  say  the  project  aims  at  helping  reestablish 
dairy  herds  destroyed  during  the  Persian  Gulf  war. 


Gerhardt  Immega 


v  \ 

f  tsh 

{40 


Harriette  Immega 


BISHOP  KEARNS  DIES:  Retired  Bishop 

Francis  E.  Kearns,  86,  died  Jan.  29  of  cancer  at 
a  hospital  in  Alliance,  Ohio.  He  was  elected  a 
bishop  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdiction  of  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1964  and  served  in  the 
Ohio  East  Area  for  12  years  before  his  retire¬ 
ment.  The  bishop  is  survived  by  his  wife  Alice 
Thompson  Kearns,  of  Sebring,  Ohio,  three  chil¬ 
dren  and  four  grandchildren. 


AVOID  'SCAPEGOATING':  United 

Methodist  leaders  are  being  urged  by  the  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Asian  American  United  Methodists  to 
push  for  “self-critical  reflection”  of  economic 
problems  in  the  United  States  rather  than 
"scapegoating”  foreign  nations.  During  their  re¬ 
cent  annual  meeting  in  San  Francisco,  federa¬ 
tion  members  unanimously  approved  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  that  effect  directed  to  the  998  delegates 
to  the  church’s  top  legislative  body  meeting 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


NEW  MAGAZINE:  A  United  Methodist 
in  Owensboro,  Ky.,  is  publishing  a  new  maga¬ 
zine  for  Christian  parents,  “Christian  Parents 
and  bald  eagles."  J.  Mark  Stevens,  director  of 
programs  and  youth  at  Settle  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  president  of  the  Phoenix 
Publishing  which  publishes  the  magazine.  The 
magazine  deals  with  such  issues  as  grief,  drink¬ 
ing,  teenage  drivers,  dating  and  step-parenting. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Funds  added  to  proposed  camping  gift 


It  looks  as  if  each  annual  conference  may 
receive  about  $275,000  ...  in  addition  to  the  $1 
million  previously  promised. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

“Manna  from  heaven”  may 
still  be  falling  on  United  Meth¬ 
odist  camping  ministries. 

About  a  year  ago,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  camp/retreat  leaders  were 
stunned  to  learn  at  their  national 
meeting  that  an  anonymous  de¬ 
ceased  benefactor  had  designated 
a  major  gift  to  their  work. 

They  learned  further  that  the 
benefactor’s  wishes  were  being 
carried  out  by  a  donor,  likewise 
anonymous. 

The  benefactor’s  gift- specified 
that  in  the  year  2000  at  least  $1 
million  for  camping  ministries 
would  go  to  each  of  the  church’s 
qualifying  conferences. 

In  addition,  the  benefactor 
designated  $20  million  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  National  United  Methodist 
Camp/Conference/Retreat  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Texas. 

Total  value  of  the  bequest:  Ap¬ 
proximately  $92  million. 

Now  it  looks  as  if  each  annual 
conference  may  receive  about 
$275,000,  depending  on  interest 
rates,  in  addition  to  the  $1  mil- 


KISSIMMEE,  Fla.— The 
pastor  of  the  fastest-growing 
Latino  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Florida  had  two 
words  recently  for  evangelists 
trying  to  stop  the  church’s  22- 
year  membership  decline: 
“Think  Hispanic.” 

But,  the  Rev.  Angel  Toro 
advised,  to  win  Latino  mem¬ 
bers,  the  mostly  Anglo  church 
must  avoid  trying  to  “assimi¬ 
late”  Hispanics,  must  create 
more  egalitarian  relationships 
between  white  and  Hispanic 
congregations  that  share  facili¬ 
ties,  and  must  resist  paternal¬ 
ism  as  a  way  to  attract  Hispan¬ 
ic  members. 

Mr.  Toro,  pastor  of  The 
Good  Shepherd  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lake  Placid, 


lion  previously  promised. 

The  additional  funds  will  come 
from  the  interest  on  the  $20  mil¬ 
lion  which  is  invested  until  the 
year  2000  for  the  national  camp¬ 
ing  center. 

That  is  the  latest  update  from 
the  National  United  Methodist 
Camp  and  Retreat  Committee,  a 
not-for-profit  organization 
linked  to  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Is  there  a  catch? 

Is  there  a  “catch”  to  all  of  this? 

Seemingly  not.  But  there  are 
specifications. 

To  receive  its  $1  million,  the 
annual  conference  must  have  had 
a  supervised  camp  and  retreat 
program  at  the  time  of  the  gift 
(Feb.  3,  1991)  and  must  submit  a 
one-page  proposal  describing 
how  the  money  will  be  spent.  All 
proposals  must  go  to  the  Disci- 


Fla.,  was  one  of  20  instructors 
during  a  conference  for  700 
United  Methodist  concerned 
with  evangelism  and  church 
growth. 

Mr.  Toro  attributed  the  gen¬ 
eration-old  membership  slide 
in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  not  to  a  mass  exodus 
by  former  members,  but  to  the 
church’s  failure  to  attract  sig¬ 
nificant  numbers  of  new  mem¬ 
bers,  particularly  from  a  bur¬ 
geoning  Latino  population. 

“If  we  are  concerned  with 
church  growth,  we  cannot  ig¬ 
nore  the  potential  of  reaching 
ethnic  minority  persons,  espe¬ 
cially  Hispanics,”  Mr.  Toro 
said. 

The  Spanish-speaking  com¬ 
munity  is  the  fastest  growing 
in  the  United  States,  he  said, 


pleship  board’s  national  director 
of  camping  by  Jan.  1,  1993. 

A  copy  of  the  proposal  must 
also  be  sent  to  the  donor’s  repre¬ 
sentative,  Maurice  Wise,  by  Jan. 
8,  1993. 

All  United  Methodist  annual 
and  missionary  conferences  in  the 
U.S.  are  qualified  to  receive  the 
gifts,  Mr.  Wise  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Wise  is  director  of  Camp 
Horizon,  a  United  Methodist 
camp  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan., 
and  a  longtime  confidant  of  the 
benefactor,  whose  identity  he 
guards  carefully  as  he  does  that 
of  the  donor. 

Donor's  plans  changed 

The  donor  originally  planned 
to  fund  the  national  camping 
center  via  a  $20  million  block 
grant  to  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“We  were  willing  to  work  with 


climbing  at  a  rate  of  33  per¬ 
cent  a  year.  By  the  year  2010, 
the  United  States  may  have  as 
many  as  4  million  Spanish¬ 
speaking  residents. 

Yet  United  Methodist 
churches  fail  to  attract  La¬ 
tinos.  The  2  million  Hispanic 
citizens  in  Florida,  he  said, 
have  available  only  27  char¬ 
tered  Hispanic  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches,  most  with 
memberships  under  100. 

And  despite  the  stereotype, 
many  Hispanics  are  not  lifelong 
Roman  Catholics,  he  said.  Con¬ 
servative  charismatic  churches 
like  Calvary  Assembly  of  God 
Church  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  has 
more  than  1,000  Hispanic 
members,  he  said. 

Such  churches  have  success¬ 
fully  learned  to  reach  Hispanics, 


the  donor,”  the  Rev.  Alan  K. 
Waltz,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary,  told  the  Reporter,  “but  we 
wanted  to  be  sure  the  $20  million 
was  unencumbered.” 

While  negotiations  between 
the  board  and  the  donor  were  in 
process,  said  Mr.  Wise,  the  $20 
million  was  not  earning  interest. 
The  donor  decided  to  reinvest 
the  $20  million  immediately. 

After  deciding  to  bypass  the 
Discipleship  board,  the  donor 
specified  that  as  of  Feb.  1,  2000, 
the  accrued  interest  will  be  divid¬ 
ed  among  the  conferences  and 
the  $20  million  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  National  Camping  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  national  center. 

The  National  United  Method¬ 
ist  Camp  and  Retreat  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  has  received  no 
money  or  legal  document  to  au¬ 
thenticate  the  bequest,  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  the  transaction  has 
raised  a  lot  of  questions  and 
speculation  that  the  gift  “is  in 
some  way  not  ‘real.’  ’’ 

'No  reason  to  doubt' 

These  questions  are  caused  in 
part,  the  committee  further  ac- 


and  to  empower  Hispanic  lead¬ 
ers  in  a  way  mainline  churches 
have  not,  Mr.  Toro  said. 

He  offered  three  barriers  to 
tapping  the  Hispanic  commu¬ 
nity,  along  with  suggestions  to 
surmounting  those  barriers. 

Topping  the  list  was  mis¬ 
guided  attempts  by  Anglo 
church  leaders  to  assimilate 
Hispanics. 

A  bilingual  native  of  Puerto 
Rico,  Mr.  Toro  said,  “You  are 
not  going  to  change  our  lan¬ 
guage  and  our  culture — it 
makes  us  who  we  are  and 
we’re  going  to  keep  it.”  In  his 
fast-growing  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  conga  drums  and 
maracas  are  used  more  than 
the  pipe  organ. 


Maurice  Wise 
. . .  interest  added 


knowledges,  by  the  magnitude  of’’ 
the  gift  and  the  anonymity  of 
both  donors, 

But,  in  a  published  “position  ' 
statement,”  the  committee  said,1’’ 
“We  have  examined  the  situation 
carefully  and  find  that,  though  it 
is  incredible,  there  is  no  reason- 
to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the 
offer." 

The  committee  says  it  has  chcF 
sen  “to  take  this  offer  at  face  value’ 
and  to  respond  likewise  in  faith." 

Who  gets 
the  money? 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Who  is  this  committee  that  ap-  ; 
pears  to  be  a  recipient  of  a  $20  : 
million  anonymous  gift  to  estab-  I 
lish  a  national  camp/conference/  • 
retreat  center? 

The  National  United  Methodist  ■: 
Camp  and  Retreat  Committee,  : 
known  for  20  years  as  the  “Na-  • 
tional  Camping  Committee,”  was 
organized  in  the  early  1970s  to  en-  : 
hance  the  work  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
camping  staff  person  and  to  form  : 
a  national  network  of  United  1 
Methodist  camping  leaders. 

The  General  Board  of  Disciple-  ; 
ship  serves  as  treasurer  for  the  : 
group  and  assigns  a  staff  person  to  < 
the  committee’s  board  of  directors.  1 
—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY .  ; 


2-word  growth  recipe:  Think  Hispanic' 
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'Memphis  Declaration'  wants  7  actions  affirmed 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

In  late  December  1987,  drafters 
of  the  “Houston  Declaration”  took 
dead  aim  on  the  following  year’s 
United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  church’s  offical  policy¬ 
making  body,  and  scored  if  not  a 
bull’s-eye  at  least  an  indirect  hit. 

The  influence  of  the  1,000-word 
Houston  Declaration,  particularly 
its  emphasis  on  the  primacy  of 
Scriptures  and  support  for  the 
church’s  ban  on  ordaining  homo¬ 


sexuals,  can  be  detected  in  subse¬ 
quent  actions  by  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

In  1992,  with  another  General 
Conference  on  the  horizon,  much 
the  same  group  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers  and  lay  people  have 
taken  aim  again,  this  time  with  the 
“Memphis  Declaration.” 

The  1,500-word  document  adopt¬ 
ed  Jan.  25  by  some  80  people  meet¬ 
ing  at  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis  urges  delegates 
to  the  1992  conference  to: 


Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty 
and  students  stand  true  to 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan¬ 
gelical  beliefs.  Discover  en¬ 
riched  personal  and  family 
relationships,  sharpen  your 
scholarly  insights  and  habits 
in  the  company  of  interna¬ 
tionally  acclaimed  profes¬ 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your 
denomination.  Asbury  Semi¬ 


nary  is  accredited  by  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  to  award 
master’s  and  doctor’s  degrees; 
and  is  approved  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Univ.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

&  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  J 
WILMOBE  "V  40390- 1 199 


Call  1  800  2- ASBURY  ToU  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3581,  Eastern  time.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 


"We  feel  the  Houston  Declaration  affected  the 
General  Conference  significantly  four  years  ago  in 
terms  of  the  actions  taken.  Since  equally  crucial 
issues  are  facing  us  now  we  felt  we  needed  to  meet 
and  do  it  again." 

— Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam 


•f  Reaffirm  the  use  of  biblical 
language,  mandate  the  use  of  “Fa¬ 
ther,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  in  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  Trinity,  and  reject 
substitutions  for  biblical  language 
in  the  church’s  proposed  new  Book 
of  Worship; 

f  Abolish  the  church’s  program- 
coordinating  General  Council  on 
Ministries  “as  an  unnecessary  and 
costly  layer  of  bureaucracy”: 

■f  Reduce  the  number,  size,  staff 
and  costs  of  general  church  boards 
and  agencies; 

/  Establish  a  new  general  board 
of  evangelism; 

•f  Approve  a  proposal  to  move 
the  church’s  mission  board  head¬ 
quarters  out  of  New  York  City; 

•f  Reaffirm  the  church’s  stance 
regarding  homosexuality  and  reject 
the  report  and  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  to  Study  Homosex¬ 
uality;  and 

/  Affirm  that  baptism  is  a 
means  of  God’s  grace  but  that  a  per¬ 
sonal  decision  to  accept  Jesus 
Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord  is  “essen¬ 
tial  for  salvation.” 

“We  feel  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion  affected  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  significantly  four  years  ago  in 
terms  of  the  actions  taken,”  said  the 
Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam. 

Dr.  Dunnam,  pastor  of  Christ 
UMC,  was  chief  organizer  of  the 


Memphis  meeting  just  as  he  was  of 
its  counterpart  meeting  four  years 
ago  in  Houston, 

'Equally  crucial  issues'  faced 

“Since  equally  crucial  issues  are  fac¬ 
ing  us  now,  we  felt  we  needed  to  meet 
and  do  it  again,”  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

“We"  referred,  as  it  did  four 
years  ago,  to  a  group  of  mostly 
white  male  lay  people  and  ministers 
from  across  the  U.S.  Eleven  of  the 
77  participants  were  women. 

The  Memphis  meeting  also  in¬ 
cluded  three  bishops:  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  and 
retired  Bishops  William  Cannon 
and  Ole  Borgen. 

Many  of  the  Memphis  partici¬ 
pants  are  elected  delegates  to  the 
1  992  General  Conference  that 
meets  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  5-15. 

Besides  its  seven  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  General  Conference,  the 
Memphis  statement  included  a 
three-part  theological  preamble. 

Only  way  of  salvation 

The  preamble  reaffirmed  Jesus 
Christ  as  “the  only  way  of  divine 
salvation"  and  decried  signs  in  the 
church  of  “a  shallow  pluralism” 
and  “false  ecumenism.” 

It  also  emphasized  the  standard 
of  “holy  living,”  particularly  the 
maintenance  of  sexual  morality 
within  male-female  marriage. 

And  the  preamble  identified  the 
local  church  as  “the  primary  place 
where  we  encounter  the  Risen 
Lord”  and  the  role  of  church 
boards,  agencies  and  seminaries  as 
that  of  “equipping  people  of  God" 
to  be  in  ministry. 

Associate  Editor  Stephen  L.  Swecker 
wrote  this  article  based  on  reports 
by  staff,  by  Cathy  Farmer,  editor  of 
the  Reporter's  Memphis  Confer¬ 
ence  edition,  and  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 


Oxford 
Summer 
School  in 
Religious 
Studies 


Tuesday  1 1  August  - 
Monday  24  August  1992 

LINCOLN  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 


Lecturers: 

Professor  John  Macquarrle 
Bishop  Kallistos  T.  Ware 
Professor  Rowan  Williams 
Bishop  Kenneth  Cragg 
Dr.  F.W.  Dillistone 
Bishop  Richard  Holloway 
Canon  John  Fenton 
Dr.  N.T.  (Tom)  Wright 
Dr.  Sue  Gillingham 
Dr.  Brian  Wren 


A  unique  opportunity  to  join 
a  small  ecumenical  group 
and  study  with  these 
distinguished  scholars  in  the  ’ 
intimate  setting  of  historic 
Lincoln  College,  Oxford. 

Contact:  Norma  Christensen 
820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K 
Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836  . 

Fax:  (307)  347-2133 
or 

Fernand  Beck,  Box  K 
Fordham  Preparatory  School 
The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (212)  884-6261 


Little  HAU  of  Taiwan  feels  alone  since  his 
parents  have  abandoned  him.  He  is  being  raised 
at  a  Christian  orphanage  in  Taipei,  but  he  needs 
help  in  order  to  stay  there.  If  sponsored,  Hau 
will  receive  food  tor  body  and  spirit. 

For  only  $15  a  month  you  could  sponsor  him 
or  another  deserving  child.  There  are  many  boy 
and  girls  available  for  sponsorship  through 
World’e  Children,  Inc. 

WCi  was  founded  In  1955  by  a  Methodist 
minister  and  his  wife.  All  donations  are  tax-de- 
ductlble,  as  the  corporation  Is  U.S.  government 
approved.  You  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  WCI 
financial  audit  which  Indicates  87%  of  funds 
received  were  sent  overseas  for  the  children.  If 
a  sponsor  chooses  to  send  a  birthday  monetary 
gift,  or  a  Christmas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to 
the  child.  You’ll  receive  the  child's  picture, 
name  and  address,  and  news  about  the  orphan¬ 
age.  You  may  write  to  the  child  if  you  wish  and 
you’ll  receive  a  reply. 

Hau  is  very  intelligent  and  is  in  nursery 
school.  Wouldn’t  you  like  to  help  him  off  to  a 
good  start  in  life?  Individuals,  groups  and  fam¬ 
ilies  sponsor  children.  Please  give  prayerful  con¬ 
sideration  to  sponsoring  a  destitute  child. 

Please  write: 


I  with  to  sponsor  o  child  whero  the  | 


noed  is  greotest  _  | 

Enclosed  Is  poyment  lor  first  month  J 

s _  I 

I 

1 


I  Stole  and  Zip _ _  I  ' , 

|  World's  Children,  Inc.  j 

'  Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director  1 

1  P.O.  Box  2979  1 

I  Winter  Haven,  FL 33880  I  'I 

i - 1 
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Finding ' strength  for  the  journey ' 


"1  hope  some  of  you  can  be  there  when  the  time 
comes,  when  the  fever  comes,  to  help  me  step  over. 
But  if  you  are  not,  I  will  not  be  alone.  I  will  picture 
your  faces.  Because  all  of  you  gave  of  yourselves,  I 
now  have  the  courage  to  die." 


By  PEGGY  JO  SKILL 

Sitting  outside  the  church-camp 
dining  hall  recently,  Peter  (not  his 
real  name)  shared  that  he  was  wor¬ 
ried  about  what  his  death  would  do 
to  his  parents. 

Peter  was  one  of  32  people  with 
AIDS  attending  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  San  Diego  District  “Strength 
for  the  Journey  Retreat." 

Because  Peter  loves  his  parents 
and  feels  that  they  have  been 
through  enough  (his  brother  was 
murdered),  he  wanted  to  spare  his 
parents  the  agony  of  seeing  AIDS 
destroy  his  body. 

'Final  gift'  is  suicide 

As  a  final  gift  to  them,  he  was 
considering  an  assisted  suicide 
when  the  quality  of  his  life  became 
intolerable. 

Sitting  in  the  group  was  another 
young  man,  Paul,  whose  wife  was 
an  intravenous  drug  user. 

“I  respect  your  decision,”  he  told 
Peter,  “but  let  me  tell  you  my  sto¬ 
ry.” 

Paul’s  wife  died  of  a  drug  over¬ 
dose  but  not  before  infecting  their 
baby  daughter.  He  was  at  his  daugh¬ 
ter’s  birth,  he  said,  and  described 
the  privilege  of  being  the  first  one  to 
hold  her.  She  drew  her  first  breath 


in  his  arms. 

Two  years  later,  Paul  held  her  in 
his  arms  again  as  she  died. 

That  was  a  privilege,  too,  he  said. 
He  helped  her  into  the  world  and  he 
was  there  to  help  her  out. 

“Please  don’t  take  that  away  from 
your  parents,”  he  told  Peter. 

Paul  has  yet  to  share  with  his  9- 
year-old  daughter,  who  was  not  in¬ 
fected  with  AIDS,  that  he,  too,  has 
the  disease. 

At  that  point  in  the  retreat,  Jane, 
a  vivacious  42-year-old  blond, 
spoke  out. 

Jane,  desperately  ill,  was  also  in¬ 
fected  by  an  intravenous  drug-using 
spouse. 

“I  feel  like  I’m  gangrene  on  the 
inside  and  flesh  on  the  outside,”  she 
said. 

Like  Paul,  Jane  is  in  agony  over 
leaving  her  children  parentless.  She 
has  a  son,  20,  and  a  daughter,  17. 
She  wants  to  help  them  move  into 


adulthood  but  she  is  so  ill  she  be¬ 
lieves  she  will  not  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  that.  Thpy  are  in  such 
grief  over  her  impending  death  that 
they  can’t  listen  to  her,  she  said. 

Reaching  beyond  the  grave 

A  workshop  in  journaling,  offered 
by  the  Rev.  Anne  Broyles  of  Malibu 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  giv¬ 
en  Jane  the  hope,  she  said,  that  she 
can  reach  her  children  from  beyond 
the  grave  through  her  journals. 

In  the  journal,  Jane  said,  she  will 
tell  them  all  the  things  she  longs  for 
them  to  know:  their  history,  how 
much  she  loves  them  and  how 
much  she  loves  life. 

Not  long  before  the  retreat,  she 
said,  she  had  a  nightmare.  She  was 
falling  backward  through  a  black,  si¬ 
lent  void. 

She  remembers  thinking  as  she 
fell,  "There’s  supposed  to  be  a 
God.” 


She  awoke  screaming. 

If  that  was  death,  she  said,  she 
was  not  ready. 

At  the  “Strength  for  the  Journey” 
retreat  she  said  she  began  to  under¬ 
stand  that  God  has  been  with  her  all 
along. 

Referring  to  the  camp  staff  and 
her  fellow  campers,  Jane  said,  “I 
hope  some  of  you  can  be  there  when 
the  time  comes,  when  the  fever 
comes,  to  help  me  step  over. 

“But  if  you  are  not,  I  will  not  be 
alone.  I  will  picture  your  faces.  Be¬ 
cause  all  of  you  gave  of  yourselves,  I 
now  have  the  courage  to  die.” 

The  retreat  was  sponsored  by  sever¬ 
al  interdenominational  groups,  sever¬ 
al  United  Methodist  ministries  of  the 
California  Pacific  Annual  Conference, 
and  individual  congregations  and  the 
San  Diego  urban  ministry  fund. 

Two  California  United  Method¬ 
ists  were  co-deans  of  the  event:  the 
Rev.  Katherine  Gara,  pastor  of  Im¬ 
perial  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Diego,  and  Marie 
Wright,  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  La  Mesa. 

Peggy  )o  Skill,  a  member  of  Impe¬ 
rial  Beach  United  Methodist 
Church,  San  Diego,  is  a  free  lance 
writer  in  Chula  Vista,  Calif. 


Review 

Do  you  want  to  hone  your  witnessing  skills? 


" Let  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord 
Say  So!"  by  H.  Eddie  Fox  and 
George  E.  Morris  (Abingdon 
Press  1991)  Paperback,  191 
pages. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Have  you  ever  tried  to  talk 
about  your  Christian  faith  with 
others?  Find  even  the  thought  of 
doing  so  intimidating? 

Then  this  book  may  give  you 
and  your  congregation  some  new 
encouragement  in  a  historic 
skill — witnessing. 

The  authors  are  among  today’s 
pre-eminent  United  Methodist 
evangelists.  Dr.  Fox  is  World  Di¬ 


rector  of  Evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  and 
Dr.  Morris  is  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism  at  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Emory  University  and 
director  of  the  World  Evangelism 
Institute. 

Their  book  is  the  first  study 
guide  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  five-year  emphasis, 
“The  Dawning  Millennium  for 
World  Evangelism.” 

The  authors  assert  that  the 
1990s  is  the  time  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  to  put  primary  em¬ 
phasis  on  personal  witness  for 
Christ  as  a  means  to  achieve 
worldwide  evangelism. 


However,  they  recognize  that 
verbal  witnessing,  like  an  unused 
muscle,  has  atrophied  in  the  con- 
temporary  church,  mainly 
through  Christians’  fear  of  the 
vulnerability  inherent  in  person¬ 
al  testimony. 

In  highly  readable  style,  the  au¬ 
thors  make  a  profound  case  for 
the  value  of  witnessing  as,  in  cur¬ 
rent  parlance,  “interactive,” — 
that  is,  witnessing  both  strength¬ 
ens  the  faith  of  the  witness  and 
invites  a  faith  response  in  the  lis¬ 
tener. 

Techniques  proposed  by  the 
authors  share  three  characteris¬ 
tics.  The  methods  are  personal, 


The  authors  recognize 
that  verbal  witnessing, 
like  an  unused  muscle, 
has  atrophied  in  the 
contemporary  church. 

recognizing  the  realities  of  con¬ 
temporary  everyday  life.  They 
are  biblical,  building  toward  the 
application  of  Scripture  to  living. 
And  the  techniques  are  decidedly 
Methodist.  But  that  doesn’t  pre¬ 
clude  all  Christians  from  taking 
advantage  of  their  methods. 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Methodist-founded  village  becomes  home  to  stars 


By  WARREN  L.  DANSKIN 

Seventy  years  ago  a  group  of 
Methodists  met  beneath  some  oak 
trees  in  California’s  Temescal  Can¬ 
yon  above  Santa  Monica  Bay  to 
draw  lots  to  purchase  plots  of  land 
at  $  1 ,000  each. 

The  village  founded  by  the  group 
became  Pacific  Palisades,  in  west 
Los  Angeles.  It  is  home  to  some 


36,000  people,  including  many 
show  business  celebrities. 

The  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  there  and  the  local  historical 
society  recently  hosted  the  village’s 
70th  anniversary  celebrations. 

Pacific  Palisades  began  as  a 
Christian  community  developed  by 
the  Rev.  Charles  Holmes  Scott  at 
the  instigation  of  the  Southern  Cali¬ 
fornia  conference  of  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church. 

The  community  offered  educa¬ 
tional,  recreational  and  religious  ac¬ 
tivities  based  on  the  model  of  the 
Chautauqua  Institution  in  upstate 
New  York,  which  also  has  Method¬ 
ist  roots. 

Pacific  Palisades’  oldest  streets 
bear  many  famous  names  of  Meth¬ 
odist  history:  William  McKendree, 
Jacob  Albright,  Philip  Embury, 


Wilbur  Fisk,  Joseph  Crane  Hartzell 
and  John  Franklin  Goucher. 

For  many  years.  Community  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  was  the  only 
church  in  town.  Today  there  are  sev¬ 
en  churches  and  a  synagogue. 

Mr.  Danskin  is  pastor  of  Communi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Palisades,  Calif. 


Seventy  years  ago,  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  Scott  gathered  a  group  of 
Methodists  under  the  trees  of  Pacific  Palisades  to  draw  lots  for 
home  sites. 


rnu  I U  FROM  CLEARWATER  COLLfCTION' 

Inset  shows  the  Pacific  Palisades  community  near  Los  Angeles  as 
it  looks  today.  It  is  home  to  36,000  people,  some  of  them  show 
business  celebrities. 


PHOTO  BY  BONNY  PEBBY 

Critically  burned  in  1974,  Christine  Humphries  has  recovered 
spiritually  and  physically.  Now  organist  at  Coralville  (Iowa)  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  plays  "God  and  God  Alone"  on  the  Feb.  16 
edition  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  the  weekly  television  show  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Ms.  Humphries  says  "God  and  God 
alone"  is  responsible  for  her  playing. 


Review: 


'Catch  the  Spirit'  gives 
'loving  celebration' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Rabbi  Marc  Tannenbaum  recent¬ 
ly  observed  that  United  Methodists 
do  great  work  around  the  world  but 
too  seldom  celebrate  those  in  mis¬ 
sion  locally  and  around  the  world. 

The  February  editions  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications’  weekly  TV  program, 
though,  lovingly  celebrate  people  in 
mission  both  near  and  far. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  for  the  week  of 
Feb.  9,  for  example,  shows  us  di¬ 
verse  ways  in  which  the  church 
reaches  out  to  people  in  need,  from 
Glide  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist’s  AIDS  outreach  workers  on  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco  to  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction’s  out¬ 
standing  programs  for  children  with 
Down’s  Syndrome. 

And  in  reviewing  the  film  “Fried 
Green  Tomatoes”  Kathleen  LaCa- 
mera  celebrates  the  redemptive 
quality  of  women  who  reach  out  to 
one  another  in  friendship. 

Next  we  meet  a  church  organist 
and  concert  pianist  from  Iowa  who 
not  only  serves  within  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  but  also 
takes  her  music  ministry  “on  the 
road” — and  plays  beautifully  despite 
haying  survived  a  fire  which  badly 
damaged  and  disfigured  her  hands. 

How  does  one  keep  going  after  a 


tragedy  like  this? 

Christine  Humphries  says  that 
every  time  she  sits  down  to  practice 
or  to  perform  she  “Asks  God  to  be 
my  guest  and  to  sit  beside  me  on  the 
piano  bench.” 

Compassion  for  the  afflicted — 
and  God’s  ability  to  use  them  in 
ministry — is  also  the  theme  of  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  installment  for 
the  week  of  Feb.  23. 

We  hear  how  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  quietly  engaged  in 
medical  relief  work  in  what  used  to 
be  the  Soviet  Union — and  how  the 
famous  St.  Jude’s  Hospital  for  Chil¬ 
dren  in  Memphis  is  aiding  a  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Moscow. 

We  meet  Kathy  Reeves,  who  is 
only  partially-sighted,  and  hear  how 
she  is  responding  to  God’s  call  to 
the  ordained  ministry,  despite  her 
fears  of  being  rejected  as  a  near¬ 
blind  woman. 

The  program  closes  with  a  look  at 
a  preacher’s  collection  of  small  stat¬ 
ues  of  preachers.  Perhaps  someday 
we  will  see  how  he  has  finally  found 
figurines  of  the  blind  and  the  lame 
sharing  the  Good  News. 

Thomas  IV.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Is¬ 
land  Park  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Long  Island  and  frequently  re¬ 
views  TV  and  film  for  the  Reporter. 


History  of  Hymns= 

1868  joyful  song  of  praise 
rooted  in  German  hymn 


When  morning  gilds  the  skies. 

My  heart  awaking  cries. 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

Alike  at  work  and  prayer. 

To  Jesus  I  repair ; 

May  Jesus  Christ  be  praised! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn  was  first  sung  at  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  in  London  about 
1868.  Copies  were  distributed  to 
the  congregation  in  leaflet  form, 
and  the  organist  and  the  choir  led 
the  congregation  in  singing  the  new 
hymn  and  tune. 

A  joyful  song  of  praise  to  Jesus 
Christ,  the  words  are  rooted  in  an 
anonymous  German  hymn  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  Roman  Catholic  hym¬ 
nal  prepared  for  the  diocese  of 
Wurzburg,  Germany,  in  1828. 

Edward  Caswall  translated  the 
German  hymn  “Beim  fruhen  Mor- 
genlicht”  into  English  in  1854. 

A  skillful  poet  and  linguist,  Cas¬ 
wall  wrote  many  original  hymns 
and  translated  Latin  and  German 
hymns. 

The  son  of  an  Anglican  minister, 
Caswall  was  ordained  in  the  Church 
of  England  in  1840.  His  growing  in¬ 
terest  in  Catholicism  resulted  in  his 
resignation  from  the  Church  of  En- 

Health  study  in  Spanish 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Health  ministry  workshops 
geared  to  Spanish-speaking  congre¬ 
gations  are  being  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Department. 

The  seven  workshops,  January 
through  March,  use  a  new  “Health 
for  All”  manual.  A  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  executive  said  the  workshops 
were  designed  to  train  people  to 
help  others  use  the  manual. 


gland  in  1847. 

His  wife  died  in  1847.  A  year  lat¬ 
er  he  became  a  priest  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Joseph  Barnby  composed  the 
tune  we  associate  with  this  hymn 
and  named  it  “Laudes  Domini.” 
Throughout  the  world,  Barnby’s 
tune  has  surpassed  in  popularity  all 
other  tunes  written  for  this  text. 

Educated  at  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Music,  Barnby  was  one  of  the 
outstanding  church  musicians  of  his 
day.  He  served  as  organist  and 
choirmaster  in  London  churches, 
and  his  choirs  were  the  finest  in  the 
city.  He  was  knighted  in  1892. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer" 


Poem  of  the  Week 

ON  REFLECTION 

Get  out  your  Windex,  Father, 
and  start  spraying 

I  know  the  mirror  of 
my  life 

is  not  reflecting  faith. 

The  scum  of  selfishness 
and  fear 
and  anger 

I  have  allowed  to  film  my  thoughts 
must  be  dulling  and  distorting 
truth  with  deadly  results. 

When  friends,  neighbors,  strangers 
see 

anger,  fear  and  self 
in  your  preacher,  they’ll  take  it  for 
Gospel.  No  good  news  there. 

Spray  your  forgiveness  generously 
polish  me  new — 
let  light  and  joy 
let  possibility 
let  love 

be  all  that  others  see. 

—CHARLES  WAUGAMAN 
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A  Letter  From  Home 


Fund  Development  Panel 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges 
Executive  Director 


By  DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES 

One  day  John  Wesley  was  walk¬ 
ing  with  a  troubled  man  who  ex¬ 
pressed  his  doubt  as  to  the  love  of 
God.  He  said.  "I  do  not  know  what 
I  shall  do  with  all  this  worry  and 
doubt.”  At  that  moment  Wesley 
saw  a  cow  looking  over  a  stone  wall. 
"Do  you  know,”  asked  Wesley, 
“Why  that  cow  is  looking  over  the 
stone  wall?”  “No,”  said  the  worried 
man.  “The  cow  is  looking  over  the 
stone  wall  because  she  can’t  see 
through  it.  That  is  what  you  must 
do  with  your  wall  of  doubt  —  look 
over  it  and  above  it.” 

Recently  Lisa,  age  1 1 ,  was  taking 
a  shower.  She  was  playing  around 
—  pretending  to  be  slipping  down. 
One  of  her  Residential  Counselors 
was  attempting  to  help  her  get  a 


good  shower  and  was  trying  to  get 
her  to  settle  down.  Lisa  said,  “You 
don’t  love  me.  Nobody  loves  me!” 
The  Residential  Counselor,  who 
was  wet  from  the  shoulders  down 
by  this  time,  responded,  “If  1  didn’t 
love  you  I  wouldn't  be  in  here.” 

Here  at  our  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans  love  is  expressed  in 
many  different  ways.  Sometimes 
love  is  expressed  with  a  hug,  a  pat 
on  the  back,  a  walk  around  the  fa¬ 
cility  or  a  warm  greeting.  In  Lisa’s 
case  love  was  shown  through  the 
giving  of  a  good  warm  shower.  I  am 
grateful  for  the  Residential  Coun¬ 
selors  who  have  the  insight  and  will- 
ingness  to  express  love  to  our 
children  in  individual  ways,  no 
matter  what  their  worry,  trouble  or 
doubt  may  be. 


An  enthusiastic  Fund  Develop¬ 
ment  Panel  meets  monthly  for 
breakfast  to  determine  ongoing  fi¬ 
nancial  support  of  the  Home.  Pic¬ 
tured  from  left  to  right  are  Dr. 
Hodges,  Mr.  Matt  Kawasaki,  Mr. 
Billy  James  III,  Ms.  Virginia  Stew¬ 
art,  Rev.  Kathy  Clark-Dickens,  and 
Mrs.  Gail  McGlothin. 


Children  Give 
To  Methodist  Home 

Pennies  add  up  at  Eunice  United  Methodist  Church  when  children  with 
“penny  bags”  follow  the  adult  ushers  through  the  sanctuary  during  the 
Sunday  morning  offertory.  The  children  have  a  goal  of  collecting  one  mil¬ 
lion  pennies  for  charity.  So  successful  are  the  children  that  members  of  the 
congregation  even  bring  rolls  of  pennies  for  the  children  to  collect. 

When  Rev.  Kathy  Clark-Dickens  preached  at  Eunice  on  December  15, 
1991,  the  children  had  a  surprise  for  her  during  the  children’s  sermon  —  a 
check  for  $250.00  for  Methodist  Home  from  their  penny  fund!  Rev.  John 
Guyer  is  the  minister. 


Shown  pictured  are  presenters  Amber  Guillory,  left  and  Laurie 
Driggs  at  right.  They  are  pictured  with  the  Rev.  Kathy  Clark-Dick¬ 
ens,  Chaplain  and  Director  of  Development  with  the  Home. 


'Credo  Of  A 
Methodist 
Home  Child' 

By  DORETHA  T.  ROSS 

Therapeutic  Foster  Care  Worker 

Impart  to  me  love; 

I  will  shatter  the  pillars  of  hatred. 

Impart  to  me  peace; 

I  will  seek  the  methods  of  non-violence. 
Impart  to  me  justice; 

I  will  abhor  exploitation. 

Impart  to  me  freedom. 

My  heart  will  sing  like  a  dove. 

Impart  to  me  ethics; 

I  will  stand  up  for  what  is  right 
and  control  my  behavior. 

Impart  to  me  knowledge, 

For  you  will  empower  my  mind. 

Impart  to  me  security,  that 

I  may  safeguard  my  protective  boundaries. 
Impart  to  me  assurance 

And  self  esteem  will  rise  with  confidence. 
Impart  to  me  cheerfulness; 

I  will  face  life  with  hope  and  calm. 

Instill  within  me  patience,  and 

I  will  be  kind  to  others. 

Impart  to  me  conflict; 

I  will  seek  resolutions  and  solutions. 

Impart  to  me  reality; 

I  will  learn  to  separate  truth  from  falsehood. 
Impart  to  me  accountability; 

I  will  shoulder  responsibility. 

Impart  to  me  boldness; 

Courage  is  the  hand  that  I  hold. 

Impart  to  me  joy; 

I  will  return  radiance. 

Implant  within  me  sensitivity; 

Hence,  I  will  contribute  constructively 
to  the  affairs  of  humankind. 

Impart  to  me  endurance; 

I  will  cradle  perseverance. 

Impart  to  me  value,  wisdom  and  quality; 

I  will  strengthen  the  fabric  of  society 
with  Godly  counsel. 

Share  with  me  the  ingenuity  of  building; 

I  will  shape  castles  in  the  hearts  of  persons. 

I  therefore  conclude,  life  shares  very  few  secrets, 

and  readiness  will  become  more  than  a 
self-contained  ideology. 

Through  your  preparation, 

I  will  learn  to  embrace  and 
control  my  destiny. 

Because  you  are  here  for  me, 

I  will  survive  and  thrive. 


Methodist  Home  Children 
Give  to  Others 


A  Love  Feast  at  Methodist  Home  brought  children  and  staff  together  for 
a  festive  celebration  of  worship  during  the  Thanksgiving  Season.  Included 
in  the  traditional  Order  of  Worship  for  a  Love  Feast  is  an  Offering  for  the 
Poor.  The  girls  at  The  Home  made  a  very  special  presentation  at  this  time. 

Throughout  the  summer  the  girls  worked  together  to  make  a  quilt  for  a 
homeless  family.  Mr.  Paul  A.  Stall,  Community  Services  Director  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Way  for  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Area,  came  to  the  service  to  receive 
the  quilt.  Through  his  agency,  he  located  a  homeless  family  who  could  use 
the  gift. 

The  children  also  presented  a  Christmas  book  to  be  mailed  to  the  new 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Russia. 


Ms.  Penny  Conner  and  Mrs.  Mandy  O'Dell  serve  at  Love  Feast. 


Ms.  Deborah  Williams  and  Mr.  Paul  A.  Stall  display  the  quilt. 
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Out  Of  The  Book 
Of  Numbers  Into  The 
Book  Of  Acts 

United  Methodism  is  concerned  about  its  declining  membership. 
And  we  Methodists  should  be  concerned.  Sometimes  decreasing  mem¬ 
bership  signifies  sacrificial  witness  and  martyrdom.  I  certainly  do  not 
believe  this  is  the  case  for  our  denomination. 

No,  our  declining  membership  is  based  on  the  fact  that  we  have 
ceased  being  an  evangelizing  denomination.  Specifically,  that  means 
we  United  Methodists  spend  most  of  our  energy  taking  care  of  our¬ 
selves  rather  than  searching  out  and  witnessing  to  persons  who  do  not 
know  the  saving  love  of  Jesus  Christ  and  who  are  not  a  part  of  His 
body. 

Our  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  lost  around  2,000  members  in 
1991.  One  could  argue  that  this  loss  can  be  attributed  totally  to  the  fact 
of  people  moving  out  of  our  state.  In  fact,  our  membership  loss  paral¬ 
leled  Louisiana’s  population  loss. 

That  excuse  however,  will  not  stand  up  to  our  call  to  discipleship. 
Traditionally,  Methodism  has  claimed  about  15  percent  of  our  popula¬ 
tion.  In  recent  years  that  figure  has  been  reduced  to  a  little  over  8  per¬ 
cent.  While  we  are  still  the  second  largest  American  Protestant 
denomination,  and  while  we  have  no  business  being  in  a  Hertz-Avis 
race,  the  real  question  is,  “Do  United  Methodists  see  our  primary  mis¬ 
sion  as  sharing  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ  with  those  outside  of 
our  fellowship?” 

This  can  be  translated  into  other  questions:  Do  we  invite  our  neigh¬ 
bors  to  worship  with  us?  Do  we  ask  our  friends  to  join  us  in  Sunday 
School  classes?  Does  it  make  a  difference  in  our  work  that  we  are  be¬ 
lievers  in  Jesus  Christ  and  members  of  His  church?  Do  others  note 
this  difference?  Do  we  have  plans  and  programs  in  local  churches  to 
reach  out  and  invite  the  unchurched? 

About  8  percent  of  Americans  say  they  have  no  religion.  At  least  30 
percent  of  the  86  percent  of  Americans  who  consider  themselves  Chris¬ 
tians  are  not  active  in  any  local  church. 

Of  the  vital  signs  confirmed  that  the  harvest  is  ripe.  The  willingness 
and  spiritual  yearning  is  in  question* _ 

I  pray  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  will  experi¬ 
ence  a  vision  of  the  same  urgency  that  sent  John  Wesley  into  the  fields 
of  Bristol.  I  pray  that  when  asked  the  question,  “Are  ye  able?”  we  will 
respond  enthusiastically  and  resolutely,  “Lord,  we  are  able!” 

tOvflJLwiSi 


Is  Louisiana  United  Methodism 
Hiding  Under  The  Bed? 


Participants  at  the  1992  Convocation  of  Boards  share  in  a  relaxing 
look  back  at  the  1988-92  quadrennium  before  forging  ahead  with 
plans  for  the  future. 


“No!”  is  the  answer  to  the  rhetor¬ 
ical  question,  “Is  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  hiding  under  the  bed?” 
according  to  participants  gathered 
for  the  annual  Convocation  of 
Boards,  held  Jan.  30-31  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Marilyn  Oden  asked  and  an¬ 
swered  that  question  in  a  lyrical  de¬ 
votion,  given  at  the  end  of  the 
Thursday  night  program  that  cele¬ 
brated  the  accomplishments  of  the 
conference  quadrennium.  Describ¬ 
ing  the  last  four  years  as  “fleet,  flee¬ 
ing  and  soon  to  be  gone,”  Mrs. 
Oden  urged  the  Conference  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  to  “celebrate  the  story 
we  have  written.” 

In  a  lighter  vein.  Dr.  Don  Cot¬ 
trill,  executive  director  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  and 
Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  chairper¬ 
son,  followed  her  advice  in  spoof 
and  song,  thanking  Louisiana  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  for  four  great  years 
of  achievement.  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  was  singled  out  in  the  skit  as 
the  “Bishop  of  Zoom:  A  big  man 
with  big  ideas.” 

Basketball  star,  “Shakeesh 
O’Neil”  (the  Rev.  Don  Avery)  and 
Cajun  Methodist  “Jacque  Wesley” 
(the  Rev.  Richard  Hebert)  added 
their  observations  about  such  past 
events  as  the  Louisiana  Gathering, 
the  proposed  Conference  Center 


and  Vision  2000.  Carolyn  Dove, 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator, 
challenged  the  group  with  a  game 
that  tested  the  assembly’s  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  important  programs  of 
the  last  four  years. 

After  the  meal  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  participants  gathered  in  the 
sanctuary  for  worship  and  commu¬ 
nion  led  by  Bishop  Oden. 

The  Thursday  night  program  sep¬ 
arated  day-long  meetings  of  the  var¬ 
ious  conference  councils,  boards, 
commissions,  committees,  trustees 
and  representatives  brought  togeth¬ 
er  to  finalize  their  year’s  activities 
and  coordinate  plans  for  the  next 
year.  This  year’s  assembly  was  espe¬ 
cially  important  because  it  is  the 
end  of  the  1988-1992  quadrennium. 
Preparation  for  the  next  quadrenni¬ 
um  was  a  big  part  of  the  planning. 

First  on  the  agenda  for  many  of 
the  groups  was  the  next  phase  of  Vi¬ 
sion  2000  initiative  begun  three 
years  ago.  The  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  Conference 
Vision  2000  committee  will  present 
Phase  II,  or  the  1993-97  quadrenni¬ 
um  plans,  to  the  1 992  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  members  during  the  session 
June  1-4,  1992. 

Boards  and  agencies  spent  time 
in  finalizing  plans  for  the  1992  pro¬ 
gram  of  ministry.  The  results  of  the 
meetings  will  be  announced  in  the 
Conference  Calendar  of  Events. 


Scientists  Learn  FISH  Is  More  Than  Spice 


By  J.  W.  Moore  Jr. 

Variety  is  the  spice  of  life.  Vari¬ 
ety  is  also  an  integral  part  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  World 
Hunger  Scholarship,  known  as 
FISH  (For  Indigenous  Self  Help), 
an  Advance  Special  offering  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Through  this 
far-reaching,  long-range  ministry, 
highly  qualified  scientists  from 
countries  which  are  deficient  in 
food  production,  come  to  this  coun¬ 
try  to  pursue  advanced  degrees  in 
courses  relating  to  food  production 
or  nutrition.  They  are  committed, 
upon  graduation,  to  working  toward 
the  elimination  of  hunger  or  malnu¬ 
trition  in  their  own  countries. 
Headquartered  at  Louisiana  State 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
William  H.  Patrick  Jr.,  Boyd  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Marine  Sciences. 

An  amazing  variety  exists  in  the 
program,  not  only  in  the  differing 
ethnic  backgrounds  of  the  students, 
but  also  in  their  professional  inter¬ 
ests,  studies,  research  projects  and 
dissertations.  Three  of  these  scien¬ 
tist/students,  Ambalavanan  Sankar- 
alingam  of  India,  Sivapath 
Paramasivam  of  Sri  Lanka  and  Hi- 
larius  Kludze  of  Ghana,  will  be  re¬ 
turning  to  their  respective  countries 
to  fight  hunger  in  completely  differ¬ 
ent  ways.  In  preparation  for  this  im¬ 
portant  work,  each  is  now  gearing 
to  address  specific  hunger-related 
problems  and  conditions  that  exist 
in  his  home  country. 

Mr.  Sankaralingam,  a  plant  pa¬ 
thologist  or  “plant  doctor,"  is  on 
leave  from  his  job  as  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Tamil  Nadu  Agricultural 
University,  India,  where  research 
was  a  part  of  his  responsibility.  Cot¬ 
ton  is  a  big  crop  there,  along  with 
rice  and  sugar  cane.  The  application 
of  findings  from  his  dissertation, 
Interaction  of  Lentiform  Nematode 
with  Seedling  Blight  Fungus  on  Cot¬ 


ton,  could  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
poorer  farmers  of  India. 

Cotton  is  not  only  an  economic 
crop  in  his  country,  but  because  of 
its  oil,  is  considered  to  be  a  food 
crop  as  well.  Sankaralingam  esti¬ 
mates  that  he  was  ten  years  behind 
in  scientific  knowledge  pertaining 
to  his  profession  before  becoming 
involved  FISH.  Now  he’s  catching 
up!  In  addition  to  spending  time 
with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  he 
enjoys  reading  professionally  rele¬ 
vant  material.  His  Ph.D.  degree  will 
be  in  plant  health. 

Paramasivam,  an  officer  in 
charge  at  a  privately  owned  soil 
testing  lab  in  Sri  Lanka,  has  a  spe¬ 
cial  interest  in  the  fertility  aspect  of 
soil.  Because  of  the  desperate  need 
for  more  food  production  to  feed  an 
expanded  population  in  his  coun¬ 
try,  he  faces  a  tremendous  challenge 
after  graduation.  When  he  returns 
home,  he  expects  to  respond  to  that 
challenge  in  part  by  joining  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  a  university,  thus  “multiply¬ 
ing"  what  he  will  have  gained  at 
LSU.  The  title  of  his  dissertation 
for  a  Ph.D.  degree  in  soil  science  is 
Immobilization  and  Availability  of 
Recently  Clay  Fixed  Ammonium- 
Nitrogen  in  Soils.  Traveling  is  what 
Mr.  Paramasivam  likes  to  do  most 
in  his  spare  time,  and  whenever 
possible  he  visits  other  universities 
to  talk  with  persons  who  share  his 
professional  interests. 

Kludze,  who  was  research  coordi¬ 
nator  for  Volta  Region  Agricultural 
Center  in  Ghana,  is  doing  research 
on  the  nutritional  aspect  of  the  rice 
grown  under  wetland  conditions. 
His  project  is  aimed  at  changing  the 
image  rice  has  in  his  country.  Be¬ 
cause  most  of  the  rice  consumed  in 
Ghana  has  to  be  imported,  it  is 
thought  of  as  a  “rich  person’s 
food.”  By  the  process  of  flooding, 
however,  nutrients  are  released  into 
the  water,  thereby  reducing  the 


Sivapath  Paramasivam  engaged 
in  lab  work. 

need  for  fertilizer  and  allowing  rice 
to  be  grown  more  economically. 

His  dissertation,  Gas  Exchange  in 
Rice  Cultivars  Under  Reduced 
Wetland  Conditions,  deals  with  the 
significant  environmental  fact  that 
methane  is  released  when  rice  is 
grown  under  wetland  conditions. 
After  earning  his  Ph.D.  degree  in 
agronomy,  Kludze's  plans  include 
working  with  the  Council  for  Scien¬ 
tific  and  Industrial  Research  of 
Ghana.  For  recreation,  he  plays  ten¬ 
nis. 

The  variety  found  in  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship  is  more  than  the  spice 
of  life.  To  the  many  people  served 
in  the  name  of  Christ,  it  can  be  life 
itself.  How  exciting  it  is  to  realize 
that  through  financial  support,  any 
’person,  group  or  church  can  be  a 
part  of  this  extremely  meaningful 
ministry.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  program  or  on  individ¬ 
ual  students  needing  financial 
assistance  contact  Dr.  William  H. 


works  in  "plant"  lab. 


Hilarius  Kludze  tests  rice  grown 
in  wetlands. 

Patrick  Jr.,  Center  for  Wetland  Re¬ 
sources,  LSU,  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
70803-7511,504/388-8806. 


Around  the  conference 


Bishop  Oden  Welcomed  in  Lulling.  When  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  visit¬ 
ed  Lulling  United  Methodist  Church,  the  congregation  welcomed  him  with 
an  “old-time”  gospel  group  and  a  “very  special”  band,  according  to  Lull- 
ing’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bob  Bowling.  The  visit,  part  of  the  Bishop’s  Shep¬ 
herd’s  Visit  to  the  New  Orleans  District,  took  place  on  Saturday,  Nov.  16. 
It  was  the  first  visit  to  the  church  by  a  presiding  bishop  in  many  years.  The 
Rev.  George  Duerson,  District  Superintendent  for  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  accompanied  Bishop  Oden  to  the  reception. 


Mrs.  Maxine  Elliott  presents  a  stole  to  the  Rev.  William  D.  Peoples, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe,  during  the 
Advent  season.  The  needlepoint  stole  was  made  by  women  from 
around  the  nation  whom  Mrs.  Elliott  had  contacted  through  a  com¬ 
puter  program.  The  stole  displays  symbols  of  the  church  year. 

Lake  Charles  University  United  Methodist  Church  Seeks  Former  Mem¬ 
bers.  The  choir  of  University  United  Methodist  Church,  Lake  Charles,  is 
gathering  information  on  past  choir  members  to  help  celebrate  the  25th 
anniversary  of  its  choir  director,  Lamar  Robertson.  Anyone  having  the 
name  and  address  of  a  past  chancel  choir,  bell  choir  or  youth-choir  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  is  asked  to  send  the  information  to  Choir  Director’s  An¬ 
niversary,  University  United  Methodist  Church,  3501  Patrick  St.,  Lake 
Charles,  La.  70605.  The  Rev.  Lael  Jones  is  pastor  of  University. 

St.  Paul  Offers  Racial  Ethnic 
Merit  Scholarships 

The  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  is  inviting 
applications  for  its  Racial  Ethnic  Merit  Scholarships.  Two  scholarships 
will  be  awarded,  each  providing  full  tuition  for  the  first  year  of  study  to¬ 
ward  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree.  Scholarship  selection  is  based  on  dis¬ 
tinguished  academic  achievement  and  potential  for  leadership  in  ministry. 
Recipients  may  include  African-Americans,  Hispanic-Americans,  Asian- 
Americans  and  Native  Americans. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Office  of  Admissions  and  Student 
Life,  5123  Truman  Road,  Kansas  City,  MO  64127:  816/483-9600.  Appli¬ 
cations  for  admission  must  be  submitted  before  March  29,  1 992,  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  for  a  scholarship. 


Visiting  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  earlier  this  winter, 
students  from  Centenary  College  are  briefed  by  Branson  Thurston 
(center)  of  the  Church  School  Publications  editorial  staff.  The  stu¬ 
dents,  from  a  Christian  education  class  led  by  Centenary's  David 
Otto,  were  briefed  by  several  planners  and  editors  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  School  Publications. 

Christmas  Tree  of  Love.  The  Pine  Grove  United  Methodist  Church  offi¬ 
cially  began  the  Advent  season,  by  turning  on  the  lights  of  a  Christmas  tree 
that  had  been  placed  on  the  church  lawn.  Lights  were  placed  on  the  tree  in 
honor  of  or  in  memory  of  special  people  in  the  church  life  and  were  burned 
throughout  the  Christmas  season.  The  minister  of  Pine  Grove  is  the  Rev. 
E.  Rand  Guy. 


The  Every  Member  Canvass  Task  Force  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport,  met  to  set  goals  for  the  1992-1993  budget 
year.  From  left  (back  row)  Ms.  Jacqueline  Danzell,  Ms.  Sarah  H. 
Dixon,  Mr.  Albert  M.  Moody,  Sr.,  Mr.  Herbert  E.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Mr.  Tom 
L.  Dixon  (chairperson  of  the  Finance  Committee),  and  the  Rev.  G.  L. 
Thomas  (pastor).  Second  row:  Ms.  Charlotte  Nelson,  Ms.  Wanda 
Brooks.  Front  row:  The  Rev.  C.  M.  Sneed,  Ms.  Mary  E.  Brown,  Mr. 
Willie  A.  Brown,  Ms.  Marguerite  S.  Kelly,  Mr.  Dwight  Theriot  and 
Ms.  Willie  Mae  Moore. 

Vision  2000  Workshop  Rescheduled  in  Pineville.  The  Vision  2000  Lay 
Evangelism  Workshop  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  has 
been  rescheduled  for  February  29  at  9  a.m.  Dr.  Joe  Harding  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  win  lead  the  event. 


Faith  forum 


FEBRUARY  14,  1992 


2 _ 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Rrf  itorial  — 

'Don't  spend  it  until  you  see  it!' 


A  stunning  announcement,  first 
made  a  year  ago  and  recently  updat¬ 
ed,  that  an  anonymous  donor  has 
pledged  some  $90  million  to  United 
Methodist  camping  ministries  poses 
at  least  one  important  stewardship 
question  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

That  question:  What  actions,  if 
any.  should  be  taken  in  response  to 
the  pledge  by  its  stated  beneficia¬ 
ries,  namely,  the  church's  72  annual 
conferences  and  a  church-related 
national  camping  committee? 

Critical  to  answering  that  ques¬ 
tion  are  circumstances  surrounding 
the  pledge. 

Specifically,  one  full  year  after 
the  initial  announcement  was 
made,  the  stated  beneficiaries  have 
no  direct  knowledge  of  the  donor's 
identity  nor  of  the  donor’s  ability  to 
honor  a  pledge  of  such  magnitude. 

According  to  Kathy  Trotter, 
chairperson  of  the  National  United 
Methodist  Camp  and  Retreat  Cen¬ 
ter,  most  annual  conferences  have 
not  taken  any  action  at  all  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  anticipated  gift. 

Nevertheless,  Ms.  Trotter  reports 
that  at  least  a  few  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  acting  as  though  the 
pledge  is  a  sure  thing. 

At  least  two  annual  conferences, 
she  told  the  Reporter,  are  withdraw¬ 
ing  support  from  camping  ministries 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
pledge  will  be  honored. 

Furthermore,  the  Reporter  has 
evidence  of  planning  being  done  in 
at  least  one  conference  based  on  the 


same  assumption. 

Ms.  Trotter:  “We’re  telling  every¬ 
one,  'Don’t  you  dare  spend  a  penny 
until  you  see  the  money.’  ” 

We  agree. 

Exciting  as  the  pledge  is,  it  fails  as 
announced  to  provide  routine  evi¬ 
dence  of  authenticity  such  as  a 
signed  statement  of  intention  or  a 
legal  instrument  to  verify  and  trans¬ 
fer  funds. 

Hence,  any  actions  by  a  confer¬ 
ence  that  assume  the  pledge  is  a 
“sure  thing"  fail  another  test,  that 
of  responsible  stewardship. 

Experience  shows  that  it  is  not 
prudent  to  spend  money  one  does 
not  possess  or  does  not  have  reason¬ 
able  assurance  of  receiving. 

Does  that  mean  that  no  response 
at  all  constitutes  good  stewardship? 

Not  necessarily. 

At  the  very  least,  the  prospect  of 
such  a  gift  might  well  prompt 
imaginative  exercises  in  “what  if,” 
thereby  triggering  dreams  about 
how  our  church’s  camping  and  re¬ 
treat  ministries  can  better  address 
the  spiritual  needs  of  our  time. 

To  put  a  twist  on  Jesus’  teach¬ 
ings,  it’s  often  the  case  that  where 
our  dreams  are,  there  our  treasure 
will  follow — with  or  without  a 
pledge  of  millions  to  count  on! 

Approached  in  that  spirit,  we  can 
be  as  thankful  for  the  creative  chal¬ 
lenge  posed  by  an  anonymous 
pledge  to  our  church’s  camping 
ministry  as  we  hope  some  day  to  be 
for  the  gift  itself. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


View  of ' ever-growing '  church  staffs  disputed 


In  the  Jan.  10  issue  a  letter  to 
the  editor  claimed  that  United 
Methodists  “are  tired  of  support¬ 
ing  an  ever-growing  and  more  ex¬ 
pensive  structure.” 

Similar  comments  have  ap¬ 
peared  regularly  over  the  past 
years.  Each  time  1  read  them,  I 
feel  the  pain  of  three  tragedies: 

1.  Studies  mentioned  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  several  years  ago  show  that 
the  United  Methodist  structure 
has  shrunk  dramatically  in  the 
past  two  decades.  General  board 
staff  are  now  covering  the  same  or 
additional  responsibilities  with  far 
fewer  people.  Some  staff  people 
are  trying  to  do  what  4-6  people 
were  doing  in  the  past.  Staff  port¬ 
folios  are  often  unmanageable  and 
unrealistic,  causing  high  stress  and 
even  illness. 

2.  Rising  costs  for  supporting 
the  church  structure  are  primarily 
due  to  economic  conditions  in  the 
U.S.  and  in  the  world  rather  than 
to  growing  management  levels  or 
unwise  ministry  efforts.  Example: 
The  essential  insurance  coverage 
premiums  that  we  provide  for 
missionaries  in  one  national  mis¬ 
sion  program  increased  143  per¬ 
cent  in  a  recent  five-year  period! 

Many  United  Methodists  hon¬ 
estly  believe  that  our  general 
board  structures  are  irresponsi¬ 
bly  growing.  The  truth  is  that 
fewer  and  fewer  people  are  trying 


to  provide  resources  for  our 
United  Methodist  ministry 
around  the  world. 

Kathryn  Mitchem 
Ashland  City,  Tennessee 

Proposal  supported 

I  support  Howard  Lydick’s 
Jan.  24  call  for  the  establishment 
of  a  General  Commission  on  Al¬ 
cohol  and  Drugs  by  the  1992 
General  Conference. 

Alcohol/drugs  are  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  some  of  our  major  social 
problems  and  need  to  be  serious¬ 
ly  addressed  by  a  strong  arm  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  has  too  many  other 
problem  areas  to  give  the  atten¬ 
tion  that  alcohol/drug-related 
problems  deserve. 

I  would  like  to  see  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  the  battle  against  the  de¬ 
structive  consequences  of 
alcohol/drug  use. 

A  General  Commission  would 
suggest  that  the  church  is  serious 
in  joining  the  battle. 

Edward  L.  Rada 
Pasadena,  California 

Another  view  on  Cuba 

Sensing  the  bitterness  behind 
the  letters  against  Fidel  Castro  in 
the  Jan.  24  issue,  I  phoned  a 
friend  who  frequently  visits 


Cuba.  He  was  in  a  group  of  13 
who  are  just  back  from  another 
trip. 

He  has  seen  a  country  with 
complete  health  care  and  literacy 
at  government  expense.  The 
country  has  a  constitution  which 
controls  the  government  includ¬ 
ing  Castro.  The  communist  party 
has  only  an  advisory  capacity. 

His  whole  experience  over  the 
years  has  found  none  of  the  Cu¬ 
bans  trying  to  influence  him  with 
propaganda. 

We  have  heard  several  of  this 
group  speak.  They  all  praise  the 
high  level  of  personal  life  in 
Cuba.  They  also  recognize  how 
our  managed  news  in  the  United 
States  has  been  telling  us  lies 
which  the  writers  of  the  letters 
published  Jan.  24  have  carelessly 
believed  without  applying  any 
Christian  honesty  to  verify  the 
propaganda. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Veme,  California 

Indirect  quote  clarified 

It  was  a  thrill  when  a  visitor 
brought  a  copy  of  the  Jan.  24  is¬ 
sue  with  your  excellent  articles 
on  the  Mexican  reform  laws  and 
the  picture  of  Bishop  Raul  Ruiz, 
and  then  a  surprise  to  find  mine 
there  too!  Congratulations  on 
your  good  work! 

Just  one  detail  distressed  me 


and  that  was  the  indirect  quote 
when  I  supposedly  said  that  “the 
Mexican  bishops  still  support 
this  restriction  (that  ecclesiastical 
property  be  federal  property)  be¬ 
cause  it  ensures  that  present 
property  will  not  be  taken  from 
The  Methodist  Church.” 

If  I  gave  that  impression  I’m 
very  sorry!  I  did  say  that  having 
church  property  belong  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  provides  protection,  but 
it  is  not  protection  from  confisca¬ 
tion,  but  protection  from  persecu¬ 
tion  and  possible  vandalism. 

Fortunately,  confiscation  of 
church  property  has  not  taken 
place  in  my  26  years  here,  and 
there  is  no  fear  at  present  that  it 
will  take  place.  However,  the 
Protestant  church  does  require 
constitutional  and  governmental 
protection  in  light  of  the  severe 
persecution  which  some  Chris¬ 
tians  are  undergoing  in  parts  of 
Mexico,  including  Methodists. 

Marianne  Hutchinson 
Monterrey,  Mexico 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address 
of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  " Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  752 66- 
0275. 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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--  IP  THE  PASSAG-ES 
DIDN'T  SO  OFTEN 


CONFLICT  WITH  MY  PLANS' 


Here  I  StancL 


Don't  lump  clergy  with  TV  preachers 


By  ANDREW  ).  WEAVER 

Television  evangelists  Larry  Lea, 
Robert  Tilton  and  W.C.  Grant  re¬ 
cently  were  investigated  by  “Prime 
Time  Live,”  an  American  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  television  produc¬ 
tion.  The  three  were  exposed  for 
apparently  fleecing  their  viewers. 

Most  television  preachers,  like 
these  three,  appear  indistinguish¬ 
able  from  the  omnipresent  televi¬ 
sion  “get-rich-quick  schemers”  who 
are  apparently  hell-bent  on  giving 
God  a  bad  name. 

One  might  imagine  God  is  not 
the  least  pleased  with  all  their  sanc¬ 
timonious  flimflam.  Television 
preachers  like  Jim  Bakker,  Robert 
Tilton,  Larry  Lea,  Oral  Roberts  and 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  nothing  from  selfishness  or 
conceit,  but  in  humility  count  oth¬ 
ers  better  than  yourselves.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Romans  12:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  17 

Monday:  Psalms  1:1-2 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1:3-6 
Wednesday:  J  erem  iah  17:5-6 
Thursday:  Jeremiah  17:7-10 
Friday:  Luke  6:17-19 
Saturday:  Luke  6:20-26 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:12-20 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  /. 

Weaver  is  director 
of  the  Pacific  Center 
Community  Counseling  Center  in  Los 
Angeles,  Calif.  (California-Pacific  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,"  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Jimmy  Swaggert  have  succeeded  in 
doing  for  religion  what  pomogra- 
phers  have  done  for  sex:  package, 
cheapen,  and  exploit. 

Not  only  have  today’s  religious 
hucksters  trivialized  the  sacred, 
they  have  damaged  and  smeared 
the  vocation  of  legitimate  ministers, 
particularly  Protestant  ministers. 

However,  in  this  television  era, 
dominated  by  the  packing  of  visual 
imagery  through  media  “bytes,” 
one  reality  remains  unmentioned: 

Most  of  the  500,000  ordained 
clergy  in  America  work  50-60  hours 
per  week  at  worthwhile  causes  for 
very  modest  compensation. 

Despite  the  buffoonery  of  many 
television  preachers,  millions  of 
Americans  continue  to  view  clergy 
as  a  trusted  source  of  help  in  times 
of  need. 

For  example,  a  1981  University 
of  Michigan  survey  of  a  representa¬ 
tive  sample  of  2,267  Americans  re¬ 
vealed  that  about  4  out  of  10 


Most  of  the  500,000 
ordained  clergy  in 
America  work  50-60 
hours  per  week  at 
worthwhile  causes  for 
modest  compensation. 

Americans  reported  that  they 
sought  counsel  from  members  of 
the  clergy  when  confronted  with  a 
personal  problem.  This  is  the  high¬ 
est  figure  among  all  helping  profes¬ 
sions  including  medical  personnel. 

Even  among  people  who  declared 
they  never  attend  religious  services, 
16  percent  reported  they  consulted 
clergy  for  assistance  with  personal 
problems. 

In  1986  Yale  University  surveyed 
214  Catholic,  Protestant,  and  Jewish 
clergy.  The  results  further  supported 
evidence  that  ministers  are  called 
upon  by  many  Americans  for  help  as 
front-line  mental  health  workers. 

Eighty-five  percent  of  the  clergy 
surveyed  reported  that  they  had 
counseled  dangerous  or  suicidal  per¬ 
sons,  and  100  percent  said  they  did 
some  crisis  intervention  counseling 
in  the  course  of  their  pastoral  work. 

As  one  compares  such  findings  of 
compassionate  and  realized  visions 
of  ministry  with  the  television 
preachers  who  are  fleecing  millions 
from  the  poor  to  build  personal 
kingdoms  on  earth,  I  find  comfort 
in  the  enlightened  perspective  of¬ 
fered  by  Alfred  North  Whitehead: 

“In  the  eternal  view  evil  will  be 
seen  as  the  triviality  it  actually  is.” 
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Faithfully  yours=  - 

Dr.  Feelgood  and  a  chance  to  do  good 

Albert  was  upset  because 
he  believed  no  one  had 
time  to  listen  to  his  prob¬ 
lems.  He  was  also  upset 
because  he  was  afraid  to 
leave  his  bag  of  belong¬ 
ings  6n  his  cot  while  he 
looked  for  the  director. 


Suddenly  I  thought,  “No,  I  can’t 
help  Albert.  I’ve  got  to  be  at  that 
mission  banquet  in  a  few  minutes.” 

But  then  the  Gospel  of  Luke  and 
the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
came  to  mind,  even  amidst  the  175 
or  so  wall-to-wall  cots  and  disori¬ 
ented  guests. 

I  was  reminded  that  at  the  end  of 
the  story,  Jesus  told  the  disciples, 
“Go,  and  do  thou  likewise.” 

Suddenly  1  said  to  Albert  with 
pride,  “You  go  with  Ms.  Ruth  and 
do  what  you’ve  gotta  do.  No  one’s 
gonna  steal  your  coat,  ’cause  I’m 
watching  your  stuff!” 

When  Albert  returned  from  his 
meeting,  he  grabbed  me  and  gave 
me  the  biggest  bear  hug  of  my  life. 

“Thank  you,”  he  said.  “You  real¬ 
ly  did  what  you  said.” 

Not  exactly,  Albert.  I  was  finally 
doing  what  he  said. 

— Ms.  Stovall  is  Associate  Editor  ol 
the  Reporter. 


La  Trinidad  United  Methodist 
Church,  Los  Angeles. 

*  Hr  * 

“In  the  economy  of  an  annual 
conference,  clergy  members  are 
measured  by  their  salaries,  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  are  responsible  for 
paying  the  bills.  We  become  adver¬ 
saries  all  too  easily,  competing  for 
rights  and  power,  status  and 
dollars.” 

— The  Rev.  Rebecca  Youngblood, 
Cleveland,  Miss.,  in  “Viewpoint” 
(General  Council  on  Ministries 
publication) 

*  *  * 

“The  United  Methodist  Church 
politicizes  everything,  but  we  don’t 
really  know  how  to  be  inclusive. 
When  we  learn  how  to  be  really  in¬ 
clusive,  we’ll  be  doing  kingdom 
business.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Brazelton,  evan¬ 
gelism  director.  General  Board  of 
Discipleship 

*  *  * 

“If  we  are  to  reach  the  world  for 
Christ,  the  church  must  rediscover 
its  business:  Proclaim  the  whole 
Gospel  for  a  whole  world,  call  for  a 
new  evangelical  activism,  and  re¬ 
form  and  spread  scriptural  holiness 
over  all  the  world.” 

— The  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  evan¬ 
gelist,  Marshall,  Texas. 

*  *  * 

“Worship  is  not  an  event  for 
spectators,  but  for  participators.” 

—  The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough,  pas¬ 
tor,  Atlanta. 


Chris,  who  was  bom  in  Liberia,  studied  medicine  for 
six  years  in  Krasnodar  on  the  Black  Sea.  Now  she 
works  within  the  partnership  relationship  which  has 
been  formed  between  the  Methodist  Health  Systems 
of  Memphis  and  the  Scientific  Research  Institute  of 
Pediatric  Hematology  in  Moscow.  Fluent  in  Russian, 
she  serves  at  a  mother  and  child  health  center  in 
Moscow. 

Chris  also  teaches  Sunday  School  and  leads  Bible 
study  classes  at  a  Korean  United  Methodist  Church. 
Commissioned  a  missionary  last  April,  Chris  feels  her 
work  is  important  because,  in  her  words,  “nothing 
other  than  Christianity  can  save  the  wofld.” 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


Sometimes  you  have  to  be  tardy 
for  one  of  the  many  meals  you  take 
for  granted  to 
make  sure  others 
receive  what  they 
need. 

That  happened 
to  me  recently 
when  another 
United  Methodist 
laywoman  and  I  Denise  Stovall 
stopped  by  the  Rakestraw  Memori¬ 
al  Community  Education  Center  in 
Los  Angeles  to  talk  to  clients  at  a 
homeless  shelter. 

The  center — the  size  of  a  high 
school  gymnasium — is  owned  and 
operated  by  Wesley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  south  central  Los 
Angeles. 

“South  central  LA”  has  been 
pegged  by  television  and  films  as 
the  home  of  notorious  gangs  like 
“The  Bloods”  and  "The  Crypts.” 
Some  people  say  south  central  is 

What  others  ===== 


—are  saying 

“How  do  you  keep  the  youth  in 
your  community  from  joining  a 
gang?  You  walk  the  streets  of  the 
neighborhood,  talk  to  the  youth  and 
listen  to  their  problems.  Keep  them 
from  dropping  out  of  school.  Give 
them  a  chance  to  say,  ‘My  church 
cares.’  ” 

- Thp  Dpv  Incp  RprnunHp7  naefnr 


filled  with  thousands  of  people  with 
little  help— and  little  hope. 

But  those  people  are  wrong. 

Not  when  there  is  a  “bed  and 
bread”  project  in  the  heart  of  the 
area.  Volunteers  at  Rakestraw  Cen¬ 
ter  pass  out  generous  bowls  of 
steaming  oatmeal  for  breakfast  ev¬ 
ery  morning  and  home-cooked  spa¬ 
ghetti  for  dinner! 

As  Ruth  J.  Conley  and  I  walked 
up  the  steps  of  the  center  I  took  a 
deep  breath  to  prepare  for  what  I 
was  about  to  see.  She  drew  back  the 
store-front  gate,  stepped  over  a  steel 
bar  on  the  ground  and  bid  me  fol¬ 
low  her  for  an  eye-opening  sight. 

At  the  top  of  the  steps  I  saw  men 
and  women  of  all  ages  signing  up  to 
enter  the  huge  facility.  Many  were 
women  and  men  with  mental  health 
problems.  But  some  had  simply  been 
hit  by  hard  times  from  job  layoffs. 

One  of  my  final  encounters  at  the 
shelter  was  with  Albert  Phillips — 
also  known  by  the  staff  as  “Dr. 
Feelgood”  when  he’s  not  sober. 

Albert  was  upset  because  he  be¬ 
lieved  no  one  had  time  to  listen  to 
his  problems.  He  was  also  upset  be¬ 
cause  he  was  afraid  to  leave  his  bag 
of  belongings  on  his  cot  while  he 
looked  for  the  director.  He  feared 
they  might  be  stolen. 

“How  can  you  help  me?”  Albert 
said  after  I  told  him  I  wanted  to 
help. 

“Well,  1  don’t  know,”  I  said. 
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FIRST  BLACK  PASTOR:  South  Africa’s 
leading  Methodist  church,  Central  Methodist 
Mission,  has  inducted  its 
first  black  senior  pastor. 

The  Rev.  H.  Mvume  Dan- 
daia,  active  in  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  activities, 
succeeds  Bishop  Peter  Sto¬ 
rey  as  leader  of  the  106- 
year-old,  1,100  member 
congregation  in  the  heart  of 
that  nation’s  largest  city.  In  Mvume  Dandala 
1978  the  congregation  opened  the  first  integrat¬ 
ed  restaurant  in  Johannesburg;  it  has  an  active 
ministry  among  the  estimated  5,000  homeless 
persons  living  in  the  center  city  and  operates 
preschool  and  after-school  programs.  Dr.  Storey 
had  been  senior  pastor  1 6  years. 


NO  CONFUSING  SYMBOLS:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Wiscon¬ 
sin  Area)  issued  a  letter  to  pastors  Feb.  4 
denouncing  a  Ku  Klux  Klan  claim  that  the 
group  uses  the  “burning  cross”  in  the  same  way 
that  United  Methodists  use  the  cross  and  flame 
in  their  official  symbol.  A  Klan  flyer  distributed 
in  the  Wisconsin  conference’s  Janesville/Beloit 
area  makes  that  claim.  Earlier  the  bishop  had 
declared  Klan  recruitment  efforts  “unaccept¬ 
able  in  our  communities.” 

OLYMPIAN:  At  least  one  United  Method¬ 
ist  is  competing  in  the  1992  Winter  Olympics  in 
France.  She  is  Ingrid  Butts,  28,  a  member  of  the 
U.S.  ski  team.  A  member  of  Park  City  (Utah) 
Community  Church,  she  won  the  50  kilometer 
national  championship  last  year. 

WARNING  ON  CAMBODIA:  if 

U.N.  forces  do  not  arrive  in  Cambodia  soon, 
that  country’s  whole  peace  process  could  fall 
apart,  according  to  the  leader  of  a  recent 
Church  World  Service  delegation  there.  The 
Rev.  Lonnie  Tumipseed,  a  United  Methodist 
and  Southern  Asia  director  for  Church  World 
Service,  said  the  six-member  group  was  appar¬ 
ently  the  first  “outside  delegation”  to  meet  with 
the  secretariat  of  the  new  Supreme  National 
Council,  which  was  created  to  secure  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  country.  The  United  Nations 
had  committed  its  forces  under  the  U.N.-negoti¬ 
ated  treaty  signed  last  fall. 

BAPTISM  CERTIFIED:  The  Christian 

Conference  of  Connecticut — which  includes 
Protestant,  Orthodox  and  Catholic  representa¬ 
tion — has  developed  an  interdenominational 
baptismal  certificate  that  formally  recognize  all 
baptisms  as  legitimate.  The  document  is  being 
hailed  as  a  major  step  in  ecumenical  coopera¬ 
tion  and  a  down-to-earth  sign  of  unity  among 
Christians.  The  certificate  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation.  The  Rev.  Stephen 
Sidorak  Jr.,  a  United  Methodist  and  executive 
director  of  the  conference,  said  the  certificate 
has  received  an  “incredible  reception”  among 
member  churches  of  the  Christian  Conference, 
which  includes  all  major  mainline  churches  in 
the  American  ecumenical  movement. 

UPSET  BY  STATEMENT:  Two  Reform 

Jewish  officials  are  upset  that  1 5  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  issued  a  statement  last  week  urging  the  Bush 
administration  to  deny  Israel’s  request  for  loan 
guarantees  without  consulting  Jewish  leaders. 
Two  officials  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations  criticized  both  the  content  of  the 
ecumenical  appeal  and  the  fact  that  it  was  made 
without  prior  consultation.  The  appeal  to  the 
administration  asked  for  a  stop  to  the  loan  guar¬ 
antees  unless  Israel  halts  Jewish  settlements  in 
the  occupied  territories.  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert  of  San  Francisco,  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  said  he  has 
asked  that  his  name  be  added  to  those  of  the  1 5 
people  who  originally  signed  the  appeal. 

RECONCILER:  The  Rev.  Cecil  Sherman, 
leader  of  the  new  national  coordinating  agency 
for  moderates  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  is  described  as  someone  who  helped  orga¬ 
nize  the  opposition  movement  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  but  whose  main  focus  now  is  on  reconcil¬ 
ing  the  movement's  diverse  membership. 


Ethnic  churches  urged  to  be  in  mission 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES— Do  ethnic 
minority  local  churches  have  an 
obligation  to  be  in  mission,  even 
if  they  have  bare-bones  budgets 
and  tiny  congregations? 

The  answer  is  a  resounding 
“Yes!”  say  officials  of  United 
Methodism’s  national  mission 
arm. 

Nearly  100  ethnic  minority 
United  Methodists  were  lifted  by 
that  mission  arm  during  “A  Call 
to  Mission  and  Outreach:  Local 
churches  serving  local  communi¬ 
ties,”  Jan.  29-Feb.  1. 

Pastors  and  lay  leadership 
teams  there  represented  25  Asian 
American,  black,  Hispanic  and 
Native  American  congregations 
from  seven  western  states. 

During  the  five-day  meeting 
each  local-church  team  was 
asked  to  prepare: 

•The  Biblical  foundation  for 


mission,  researching  references 
from  Gospel  passages; 

•An  organizational  structure 
and  an  outline  of  who  will  ad¬ 
minister  the  outreach  ministry; 

•  An  actual  mission  and/or 
outreach  project  designed  for  the 
local  community; 

•Ways  the  local  congregation 
can  support  and  implement  the 
outreach  program. 

Take  it  and  use  it 

These  teams  were  asked  to 
take  all  this  information  back  to 
their  congregations  to  use  in  new 
mission  programs.  The  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  National  Division  will  mon¬ 
itor  these  programs  and  offer 
them  as  mission  models  in  other 
regions. 

Connie  Takamine,  treasurer  of 
the  mission  board’s  Women's  Di¬ 
vision,  helped  set  the  tone  for  the 
meeting  by  telling  the  group  that 


all  United  Methodist  churches 
are  mandated  by  the  [Book  of] 
Discipline — United  Method¬ 
ism’s  book  of  law — to  be  “in¬ 
volved  in  outreach.” 

“But  as  a  member  of  an  ethnic 
group,  we  feel  we  are  the  ones  who 
are  oppressed  and  we  should  be 
the  ones  to  receive  the  help,”  said 
Ms.  Takamine,  a  Japanese  Ameri¬ 
can  laywoman  from  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference. 

“We  also  say,  ‘Why  should  we 
be  about  outreach  when  we  can 
barely  sustain  ourselves?’  But 
there  are  things  right  around  you 
that  can  help  you. 

“Many  church  growth  experts 
say  growth  happens  when 
churches  begin  to  do  outreach. 
Reach  out  and  have  a  new  vitality 
when  you  think,  ‘We  can  do  it!’  ” 

Participants  spent  a  day  visit¬ 
ing  mission  and  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  greater  Los  Angeles 
area,  one  of  the  most  racially  and 


ethnically  diverse  areas  of  the 
country.  They  received  a  bird’s- 
eye  view  of  what  a  local  church 
can  do — if  it  really  wants  to  be  in 
mission. 

The  group  visited  a  children 
and  youth  ministry  at  La  Trinidad 
UMC  in  East  Los  Angeles;  the 
AIDS  “heartline”  ministry  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Redondo  Beach, 
Calif.,  and  a  homeless  shelter  at 
Rakestraw  Community  Education 
Center  at  Wesley  UMC  in  south 
central  Los  Angeles. 

Multitude  of  ministries 

They  also  visited  a  downtown 
foodbank  and  refugee  ministry  at 
First  UMC  in  Los  Angeles;  a 
graduate  equivalency  diploma 
program  at  Gardena  (Calif.) 
UMC’s  Harbor  Gateway  Center; 
and  the  multi-language,  multi¬ 
cultural  Wilshire  UMC  in  Los 
Angeles. 

During  one  site  visit  the  group 


met  with  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith, 
superintendent  of  the  Los  Angeles 
District,  concerning  the  multitude 
of  outreach  ministries  for  and  by 
ethnic  minorities  in  his  city. 

He  was  asked,  “How  can  local 
churches  cut  connectional  red  tape 
to  start  new  mission  programs?” 

He  replied:  “Many  people 
don’t  intentionally  work  to  avoid 
chances  to  be  in  ministry.  But 
some  district  superintendents 
may  have  to  be  hit  over  the  head 
with  a  'two  by  four’  to  be  con¬ 
verted  to  the  possibility  of  a  new 
mission  program. 

“Sometimes  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  have  to  be  the  voice  cry¬ 
ing  out  to  get  the  work  done.” 

Dr.  Smith  added  that  annual 
conferences  must  be  reminded  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
not  finished  with  the  urban  agen¬ 
da.  He  said  ethnic  minority 
churches  should  be  assisted  in  re¬ 
claiming  the  cities  for  Christ. 


Gospel  reveals  ideal  models 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES— If  you 
need  models  for  real  local 
church  mission  and  outreach, 
then  look  to  the  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage,  says  the  Rev.  James  M. 
Lawson  Jr. 

“Mission  is  the  church’s  wit¬ 
ness  to  Jesus  Christ,”  said  Dr. 
Lawson,  pastor  of  the  2,700- 
member  Holman  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Los  Angeles. 
“Not  by  a  creed  or  a  dogma  but 
by  imitating  what  Jesus  did — 
calling  righteous  people  to  be 
more  committed!” 

Speaking  to  nearly  100 
United  Methodist  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  local  church  leaders  last 
month  on  the  biblical  and 
theological  foundation  for 
mission,  Dr.  Lawson  said 
many  people  in  the  church 
“have  had  their  hearts  hard¬ 
ened”  so  that  they  think  they 


don’t  have  to  be  in  mission. 

“Many  of  us  believe  that  we 
have  all  the  creeds  we  need," 
he  continued.  “That  helps  pro¬ 
liferate  the  image  of  the 
churches  as  being  in  mission. 
But  the  church  needs  to  recov¬ 
er  the  mission  of  the  church, 
and  it  should  be  rooted  in  Je¬ 
sus’  calling. 

“Jesus  insists  that  the  hu¬ 
man  race  can  be  made  whole. 
Do  we  as  United  Methodists 
believe  that  the  church  can  be 
restored?  Many  of  us  don’t. 
But  to  testify  to  Jesus  Christ  is 
to  say  that  the  world  should  be 
made  whole  in  His  image.” 

In  response  to  the  question 
“What  can  local  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  churches  do  to  expose  their 
members  to  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties?”  Dr.  Lawson  said  church 
leaders  should  encourage  mem¬ 
bers  to  become  short-term  mis¬ 
sionaries  domestically  and  in 


other  countries. 

Church  leaders  must  also 
empower  ethnic  people  to  work 
in  community  mission  proj¬ 
ects  such  as  feeding  the 
hungry,  visiting  the  sick,  and 
doing  prison  ministry — even 
if  the  helpers  experience  op¬ 
pression  themselves. 

Dr.  Lawson  added  that  any 
church  member  must  have  a 
“strategic  place”  to  do  mis¬ 
sion,  such  as  on  your  job,  in 
your  neighborhood,  or  at  your 
local  church. 

He  disputed  claims  from  lo¬ 
cal  churches  that  there  is  not 
enough  money  available  in  the 
typical  small-church  budget  to 
do  mission. 

“The  black  church  by  itself 
could  finance  the  revolution 
for  change  in  the  U.S.,  if  we 
wanted  to,”  he  said.  "We’re 
just  afraid  to  talk  to  our  peo¬ 
ple  about  money.” 


PHOTOS  BY  WILLIAM  BLACK  (left)  and  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Left,  Helen  Cheever  and  Jerry  Alley  of  St.  Paul's  UMC  in  Re¬ 
dondo  Beach,  Calif.,  give  a  tour  of  healthcare  equipment  used 
for  their  church's  AIDS  Heartline  project.  Volunteers  began 
the  ministry  in  1988  when  several  church  members  became  in¬ 
fected  with  the  AIDS  virus.  Right,  the  sign  in  front  of  Wilshire 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  indicates  it's  a  multi¬ 
language,  multi-cultural  congregation  responding  to  the  ethnic 
diversity  of  its  community.  With  a  growing  membership  of 
1,082,  the  church  has  full-time  Filipino,  Hispanic,  and  Korean 
clergy  appointed  to  serve  their  respective  ethnic  groups,  as 
well  as  a  Hispanic  minister  coordinating  refugee  programs. 


Rise  in  church's  basic 
mission  fund  advocated 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES— What’s  one 
formula  to  increase  membership 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

Money  X  mission  X  ministry 
=  more  members. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  the 
Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles. 

Dr.  Lawson  was  addressing  a 
Jan.  29  meeting  of  ethnic  church 
leaders  learning  the  basics  of 
mission  and  outreach  in  the  local 
community. 

“The  major  shift  we  need  to 
make  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  [the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body]  should  call  for  an 
increase  in  World  Service  of  a 
minimum  of  10  to  15  percent 
[per  year]  over  the  next  quadren- 
nium,”  said  Dr.  Lawson. 

“In  The  United  Methodist 


Church  we  aim  at  the  lowest  and 
not  at  the  highest.  Jesus  said 
where  your  treasure  is,  so  shall 
your  heart  be. 

“In  fact,  some  groups  have 
planned  to  go  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  ask  to  hold  the  line  [on 
the  budget  of  World  Service] — 
hold  the  line  so  we  can  sink  a  lit¬ 
tle  more!” 

World  Service  is  the  name  of 
the  denomination’s  basic  pro¬ 
gram  benevolence  fund. 

Dr.  Lawson  contends  that 
World  Service  should  be  in¬ 
creased,  because  it’s  been  the 
way  Methodism  has  pushed  out 
to  the  borders  for  change  for 
ministry  and  mission. 

“For  [The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  support]  9,000  proj¬ 
ects  in  75  countries  of  every  con¬ 
ceivable  kind  [this  money]  is 
paltry,”  said  Dr.  Lawson. 

-DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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Total  UMC 

By  JEAN  CAFFEY  LYLES 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Despite  a  lin¬ 
gering  recession,  United  Methodists 
gave  $1  18.5  million  to  general 
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gifts  top  yearly  record 


church  causes  in  1991 — more  than 
in  any  previous  year. 

But  World  Service,  the  church’s 
basic  mission  fund,  received  only 
86.65  percent  of  a  requested  $54 
million,  according  to  a  report  re¬ 
leased  by  the  church’s  finance  agen¬ 
cy. 

World  Service  receipts  for  1991 
totaled  $46.8  million — a  slight  in¬ 
crease  from  1990,  when  income  of 
$46.5  million  represented  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  year’s  goal. 

"I’m  hoping  the  percentage  paid 
on  1992  World  Service  apportion¬ 
ments  will  return  to  about  90  per¬ 
cent,  about  where  it  has  been  for 
several  years,”  said  the  Rev.  Clif- 
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ford  Drake,  general  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 

Each  local  church  and  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conference  is  expected  to 
give  an  apportioned  share  to  gener¬ 
al  church  benevolence  and  adminis¬ 
trative  funds.  Some  congregations 
actually  exceeded  the  giving  of  pre¬ 
vious  years,  but  a  larger  number  fell 
short. 

Dr.  Drake  said  many  were  unable 
to  pay  their  full  share  because  they 
have  been  hit  hard  by  two  years  of 
recession. 

Moreover,  declining  interest  rates 
have  affected  the  giving  level  of  re¬ 
tirees  whose  incomes  depend  on  in¬ 
terest  from  investments  such  as 
certificates  of  deposit,  he  said. 

Church  members  “have  done  the 
best  they  can,”  Dr.  Drake  said. 

"The  good  news  is,  we  have  never 
received  so  much  money.” 


Prayer  cards  precede 
top  ecumenist's  speech 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

One  of  the  nation’s  leading 
ecumenists  recently  surprised  a 
gathering  of  United  Methodist 
pastors  by  passing  out  prayer 
cards  at  the  beginning  of  her 
speech. 

Prayer  cards,  acknowledged 
the  Rev.  Joan  Campbell,  are  not 
exactly  what  people  expect  to  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  prayer  on  the  back  of  the 
cards  for  the  1992  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity 
turned  out  to  be  an  apt  one  for 
an  address  on  ecumenism,  but 
Ms.  Campbell  was  not  done  sur¬ 
prising  her  audience. 

“We  have  given  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  task  over  to  professional  ecu¬ 


menists,”  she  lamented. 

We  need,  she  said,  not  only  to 
pray  for  Christian  unity  but  also 
to  embody  it  in  the  ordinary 
events  of  church  life. 

When  we  share  communion, 
she  argued,  we  should  remind 
ourselves  that  all  people  around 
the  earth  are  invited  to  the 
Lord's  Table. 

Ms.  Campbell  spoke  to  nearly 
250  United  Methodist  clergy  and 
spouses  at  the  42nd  Annual  Bish¬ 
ops’  Convocation  in  Ellenville, 
N.Y.,  hosted  by  Bishops  James  K. 
Mathews  and  C.  Dale  White. 

She  held  out  a  vision  of  ecume¬ 
nism  based  on  caring  for  the 
"whole  household  of  God.” 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Is¬ 
land  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  on  long  Island,  N.Y. 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith” 

= connections 

CITIZEN  OF  THE  YEAR':  United 

Methodist  laywoman  Dorothymae  Miller  was 
recently  named  “Citizen  of  the  Year"  by  the 
chamber  of  commerce  in  California,  Mo.  She  is 
credited  with  helping  save  lives  by  her  quiet, 
prayerful  contact  with  a  suspected  mass  mur¬ 
derer  who  commandeered  her  home  and  virtu¬ 
ally  held  the  small  town  hostage  until  his  arrest 
(see  UMR  Jan.  1 7  and  24). 

CORRECTION  :  Hotel  reservations  for 
the  25th  annual  meeting  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  can  be  made  by  calling  1- 
800-634-6757.  The  deadline  for  the  March  18- 
21  meeting  in  Las  Vegas  has  been  extended  to 
Feb.  1 4.  The  phone  number  published  previous¬ 
ly  by  the  Reporter  was  incorrect.  The  Reporter 
regrets  the  error. 

DISTRESS'  ENDS:  Good  News,  the  con¬ 
servative  evangelical  caucus  within  United 
Methodism,  is  no  longer  in  financial  distress 
and  ended  1991  in  the  black,  according  to  a  re¬ 
port  to  its  board  of  directors.  The  organization 
has  an  annual  budget  of  “close  to  $  1  million,” 
its  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  James  Heidinger, 
said.  Good  News  sold  its  four-year-old  book¬ 
publishing  arm,  Bristol  Books,  in  1991  to  re¬ 
lieve  financial  pressures  and  pay  off  debts. 

PREACHERS  ANNOUNCED:  Preachers 

for  afternoon  worship  services  during  the  1992 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  have  been  announced.  They  are 
Manfred  W.  Marquardt,  dean  of  the  United 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in  Reutlingen, 
Germany,  May  6;  J.  Jeannette  Cooper,  Newark, 
Ohio,  May  7;  Peter  D.  Weaver,  Pittsburgh,  May 
8:  Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  Houston,  May  9;  Barbara 
E.  Harper,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  May  11;  Mark 
Trotter,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  May  12;  Joseph  Chri- 
spin  Renner,  conference  secretary  in  Sierra  Le¬ 
one,  West  Africa,  May  13;  and  Jerome  King  Del 
Pino,  Winchester,  Mass.,  May  14.  Afternoon 
worship  services  are  designed  primarily  for  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  conference  since  most  of  the  998  del¬ 
egates  will  be  in  business  sessions. 


BISHOPS  SELECTED:  Bishops  who  will 
preach  at  worship  services  opening  each  day’s 
activities  during  the  1992  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  have 
been  announced.  They  are:  May  6 — Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt,  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  May  7 — 
Felton  E.  May,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  May  8 — Ernest 
A.  Fitzgerald,  Atlanta;  May  9 — Ruediger  R.  Mi¬ 
nor,  Dresden.  Germany;  May  1 1 — Elias  G.  Gal¬ 
van.  Phoenix;  May  13 — Melvin  G.  Talbert,  San 
Francisco;  May  14 —  Sharon  Brown  Christo¬ 
pher,  Minneapolis;  May  1 5 — Edsel  A.  Ammons, 
Columbus,  Ohio.  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Car¬ 
valho  of  Luanda,  Angola,  will  preach  at  the  eu- 
charistic  celebration  May  5  opening  the  General 
Conference. 

GOOD  STEWARDS:  Stewardship  Uni¬ 
versity,  a  four-day  session  offering  theory  and 
practical  helps  for  people  who  want  to  become 
more  effective  United  Methodist  stewardship 
leaders,  will  be  held  Feb.  17-20  in  Indianapolis. 


Food  shipments 
express  Christian 
love  for  Russians 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Assoc/are  Editor 

United  Methodists  across  the 
country  are  celebrating  the  end 
of  the  Cold  War  with  Russia  with 
the  warmth  of  Christian  love 
through  food  shipments  to  needy 
people  in  Moscow. 

The  international  ecumenical 
effort  is  being  coordinated  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 

"It’s  uncanny  how  local 
churches  are  responding  to 
hands-on  mission  work  with 
these  food  shipments,”  said  the 
Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  interim 
UMCOR  chief  executive. 

"One  container  of  food  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  arrive  in  St.  Petersburg 
Feb.  15.  Two  more  containers 
will  be  sent  from  Norway. 

Each  container  is  4  feet  wide,  8 
feet  high  and  40  feet  long. 

Government  not  involved 

Dr.  Weaver  told  the  recent 
UMCOR  board  meeting  in  Mil¬ 
waukee  that  no  Russian  govern¬ 
ment  agency  has  been  involved 
in  the  food  distribution  project. 

Instead,  said  Dr.  Weaver,  six 
denominations  have  volunteered 
representatives  to  decide  who 
will  receive  the  food  aid. 

Those  are  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  Romanian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church,  Georgian  Orthodox 
Church,  Russian  Baptist  Church, 
Lutheran  Church,  and  the  Kore¬ 
an  Methodist  Church  (both  Ko¬ 
rean  and  United  Methodist.)  In 
addition,  UMCOR  has  been 


working  with  the  Soviet  Peace 
Fund,  a  Russian  philanthropic 
organization. 

“Local  churches  in  Russia  re¬ 
view  the  needs  in  their  commu¬ 
nities  and  towns,  with  special 
attention  to  the  elderly  poor, 
families  with  several  children, 
single  mothers  and  widows, 
handicapped  children,  and 
homes  for  children  and  elderly 
persons,”  said  Dr.  Weaver. 

The  Rev.  Adam  Kuczma,  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  from  Warsaw, 
Poland,  has  been  assigned  as  the 
official  UMCOR  representative 
in  Moscow  “to  monitor  the  pro¬ 
gram.” 

After  a  shipment  of  food  from 
the  UMCOR  distribution  center 
in  New  Windsor,  Md.,  arrived  at 
the  warehouse  in  Moscow  Jan. 
22,  Dr.  Kuczma  participated  in  a 
service  of  blessing  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  led  by  a  priest  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church.  The  shipment 
contained  1.060  boxes  of  food. 

Dr.  Kuczma  helped  pass  out 
food  in  the  small  town  of  De- 
dovsk,  a  few  miles  outside  of 
Moscow.  He  told  the  townspeo¬ 
ple  that  the  food  was  a  gift  from 
concerned  Christians  in  the 
United  States  and  was  sent  with 
their  love  and  best  wishes. 

“Dr.  Kuczma  told  us  later  that 
the  effort  was  well  organized  and 
carried  out  smoothly,  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  expressing  great  appreciation 
for  help  in  the  midst  of  their  des¬ 
perate  plight,”  Dr.  Weaver  said. 

“1  received  a  fax  from  him  the 


Former  youth  minister 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

A  recent  “Newsweek”  article 
quoted  Hillary  Clinton,  wife  of 
presidential  candidate  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton,  as  saying  that  a  Methodist 
youth  minister — not  identified 
by  the  magazine — had  great  in¬ 
fluence  on  her  sense  of  social  re¬ 
sponsibility. 

That  former  youth  minister 
now  is  a  professor  of  religion  at 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University  in  Madison,  N.J. 

The  Rev.  Donald  G.  Jones  told 
the  Reporter  that  he  knew  the 
former  Hillary  Rodham  when 


she  was  a  1 6-year-old  member  of 
his  youth  group  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  suburban 
Park  Ridge,  Ill. 

Ms.  Clinton,  known  for  her  ac¬ 
tivity  in  social  causes,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Her 
husband,  the  governor  of  Arkan¬ 
sas,  is  a  member  of  Emmanuel 
Baptist  Church. 

Dr.  Jones  was  just  out  of  semi¬ 
nary  in  1961  when  he  went  to 
Park  Ridge. 

“Hillary  recently  reminded  me 
that  I  introduced  her  to  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,”  he  said. 


PHOTO  BY  KEVIN  EANS,  COURTESY  "The  Jackson  Sun" 

MOSCOW,  Tenn. — Some  200  Moscow-area  students  form  a  line  to  help  load  791  boxes  of  do¬ 
nated  food  headed  for  Moscow,  Russia,  at  the  Moscow  United  Methodist  Church. 


following  day  in  which  he  wrote, 
‘I  returned  to  Moscow  late  in  the 
afternoon  . . .  tired  but  very  hap¬ 
py  at  the  happiness  of  all  those 
poor  people.  My  comment  can  be 
summarized  in  one  sentence:  It 
was  only  a  small  drop  in  the  sea 
of  needs.’  ” 

Meanwhile,  back  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  many  United  Methodists  are 
giving  an  overwhelming  response 
to  the  call  for  food  donations  for 
“Operation  Soviet  Food-Lift.” 
Examples: 

■  In  Appleton,  Wis.,  the  may¬ 
or  proclaimed  Jan.  28  as  “UM- 

lauded 

That  occurred  when  he  took 
the  youth  group  to  Chicago’s 
Sunday  Evening  Club  to  hear  Dr. 
King  speak.  He  arranged  for  the 
youths  to  go  back  stage  and  meet 
Dr.  King  after  his  speech. 

Ms.  Clinton  told  “Newsweek” 
that  Dr.  Jones  arranged  for  the 
youths  to  have  exchanges  with 
Hispanic  and  black  youths  and 
set  up  a  baby-sitting  program  for 
children  of  migrant  workers. 

“He  was  relentless  in  telling  us 
that  to  be  a  Christian  did  not  mean 
you  were  just  concerned  about 
your  own  personal  salvation,”  Ms. 
Clinton  told  “Newsweek.” 


COR  Day.”  The  Rev.  David  H. 
Kruse,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Appleton, 
said  the  entire  community  is  re¬ 
sponding  to  this  food  collection 
effort. 

■  In  Nashville,  the  Rev.  Tom 
Nakervis,  pastor  of  Blakemore 
United  Methodist  Church, 
helped  set  up  truck  routes  for 
food  pickups  in  Mississippi,  Ala¬ 
bama  and  west  Tennessee.  He 
cut  shipping  costs  with  a  tractor 
trailer  from  a  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman. 

■  One  of  the  biggest  United 
Methodist  food  collection  efforts 
in  the  Southeast  was  said  to  be  in 
Moscow,  Tenn.,  on  Jan.  29,  as 
townspeople  loaded  the  truck  for 
a  “Moscow  to  Moscow  Relief  Ef¬ 
fort." 

The  Rev.  William  Torkell,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Moscow  UMC,  and  the 
Rev.  Michael  McAlister,  pastor 
of  Piperton  UMC,  had  worked 
since  December  to  drum  up  food 
and  volunteers  for  the  Jan.  29 
deadline.  Moscow,  Tenn.,  school 
children  were  dismissed  early 
from  classes  that  day  to  help  load 
food  boxes  into  the  truck. 

■  In  Indianapolis,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Epps,  associate  pastor  of 
St.  Lukes  UMC,  will  coordinate  a 
tri-district  goal  of  filling  1,200 
boxes  with  food  for  the  people  of 
Russia. 


■  In  Paradise,  Calif.,  the  Rev. 
John  Foster  and  the  Rev.  Anne 
Dilenschneider  proposed  secur¬ 
ing  a  mini-warehouse  near  Oak¬ 
land  for  a  West  Coast  collection 
site.  With  help  from  Jim  Horne, 
a  United  Methodist  layman  who 
owns  a  warehouse  in  Oroville, 
Calif.,  more  than  300  boxes  were 
collected  from  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  the  church’s  12- 
state  Western  Jurisdiction. 

Assisting  in  the  effort  are  the 
Rev.  Gordon  T.  Knuckey  and  the 
Rev.  Jerry  D.  Elrod  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  and  Desert  Southwest 
conferences,  respectively. 

“As  soon  as  we  receive  1,000 
boxes  we  will  ship  them  out  to 
Moscow  immediately,”  said  Mr. 
Home. 

Seek  to  cut  costs 

Mr.  Home  told  the  Reporter 
that  local  United  Methodists 
should  ask  freight  companies  to 
transport  the  boxes  at  reduced 
costs,  “so  your  money  will  be 
spent  on  food  and  not  all  on 
shipping.” 

Western  Jurisdiction  churches 
which  would  like  their  Russia  re¬ 
lief  boxes  shipped  through  Oro¬ 
ville  should  send  them  to 
UMCOR,  c/o  Perfect  Plank  Co., 
2850  South  Fifth  Avenue,  Oro¬ 
ville,  Calif.  95965,  or  call  (916) 
533-7606. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 


Churches  exhorted  to  break  into  'cocoons' 
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United  Methodist  News  Service 

EP  WO  RTH-BY-TH  E-SEA, 
Ga. — A  seminary  president  made 
this  assertion  recently  to  some  of 
United  Methodism’s  top  regional 
leaders: 

“People  are  not  coming  to  church 
any  more;  we  have  to  find  a  way  to 
break  into  their  cocoon  and  reach 
them  there.” 

The  Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet  went 
on: 

“Old-style  home  visitation  is  out, 


CLASSIFIED 


OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR/MEH  Counseling 
Center.  Accredited  AAPC  service/training  center. 
Active  training  program  with  trainees  from  semi- 
nanes/universities.  Psychiatrist  on  staff.  Contact: 
Search  Committee,  MEH  Counseling  Center,  234 
E  Gray  Street,  Suite  227,  Louisville,  KY  40202. 
FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Large  youth 
group  at  3100-member  church.  Active  program. 
Supportive  adults.  Training/experience  desired. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Ben  Chamness,  Kingwood 
United  Methodist  Church,  1799  Woodland  Hills, 
Kingwood,  TX  77339. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  to  co¬ 
ordinate  all  youth  activities,  with  special  emphasis 
on  grades  6-12.  Applicant  should  have  related  expe¬ 
rience  and  should  be  available  immediately.  Laige, 
vibrant  church  with  large,  active  youth  groups  al¬ 
ready  functioning.  Community  size  50,000  with 
easy  access  to  major  cities  in  VA  and  NC.  Salary 
negotiable.  Mount  Vernon  United  Methodist,  107 
West  Main  St.,  Danville,  VA  24541.  Attn:  John 
Vine. _ 

FULL-TIME  SITE  MANAGER.  Pine  Canyon 
United  Methodist  Campground  located  in  the 
Chiricahua  Mountains,  125  miles  SE  of  Tucson. 
Management,  interpersonal,  computer,  mainte¬ 
nance,  food  service  and  marketing  skills  desired. 
Starts  May,  1992.  Familiarity  with  ACA  standards. 
Competitive  salary  with  benefits.  Send  or  FAX  re¬ 
sume  to:  Paul  Cogger,  2633  E  Indian  School  Road, 
Suite  402.  Phoenix.  AZ  850166763.  FAX  (602) 
957-6022  by  March  15,  1992. _ 

CAPITAL  FUNDS  CONSULTANTS.  Steward¬ 
ship  Resources,  Inc.,  marketer  of  the  Pony  Express 
and  other  budget  campaign  programs  and  materi¬ 
als.  is  creating  a  capital  funds  division.  We  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  interview  experienced  consultants  and 
persons  desiring  training  Send  full  resume  with  ref¬ 
erences.  Include  educational  and  employment  his¬ 
tory,  plus  professional  and/or  lay  service  in 
churches.  Mail  by  March  13,  1992  to:  Don  English. 
President,  Stewardship  Resources,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box 
75205,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73147,  No  phone  calls, 
please.  We  will  respond  in  writing  to  persons  mail- 
ing  resumes  by  the  deadline  date. _ 

WANTED:  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  person 
to  manage  tent  and  trailer  campground.  Must  have 
own  trailer.  Position  runs  from  April  1 1  to  Septem¬ 
ber  1 1,  1992.  Contact:  Greene  Hills  Camp,  Barree, 
PA.  (8 14)  669-4212. 


and  the  place  for  ‘drop-in’  visits  is 
the  work  place.” 

Electronic  media  offer  the  best 
way  to  get  into  the  cocoons,  Dr. 
Sweet  added;  however,  he  said,  the 
church  is  still  wedded  to  print. 

Dr.  Sweet,  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  was 
speaking  to  the  biennial  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence  program  council  directors 
from  across  the  nation. 

“We  are  having  experiences  for 


which  we  have  no  theology,”  he  said 
in  a  series  of  addresses,  and  “we  are 
not  connecting  with  each  other." 

A  "primary  question”  facing  the 
church,  he  said,  is  how  to  say  “Je¬ 
sus”  to  the  post-modern  world. 

Three  key  words  for  the  1990s,  the 
theological  educator  said,  are  “envi¬ 
ronment,  education  and  ethics.” 

Drawing  from  disciplines  such  as 
sociology  and  futuring,  Dr.  Sweet 
painted  for  the  council  directors  a 
picture  of  the  United  States  that  by 
the  year  2000  will  be  substantially 


changed  from  today. 

Included,  he  said,  will  be  disap¬ 
pearance  of  “dinosaur”  shopping 
malls,  a  widening  gap  between  rich 
and  poor,  a  decline  of  suburbs  as 
people  move  to  small  towns,  and  in¬ 
creased  emphasis  on  personal  secu¬ 
rity  and  living  out  life  inside  one’s 
“cocoon.” 

Dr.  Sweet  said  he  sees  hope  for 
United  Methodism  in  people’s  de¬ 
sire  to  move  to  small  towns  because 
that  is  where  the  denomination  is 
strongest. 


UMC  leaders  at  higher  education  'summit' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Presidents 
and  trustees  of  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  and  universities 
joined  an  estimated  1,000  other  of¬ 
ficials  of  private  educational  insti¬ 
tutions  Feb.  5-6  for  what  sponsors 
called  the  "first  national  summit  of 
independent  higher  education.” 

Mixing  speeches  and  workshops 
with  visits  to  Capitol  Hill,  the  edu¬ 
cators  sought  to  make  certain  that 
higher  education  is  included  in  any 
statement  of  the  nation’s  education¬ 
al  goals. 

“Private  higher  education  is  one 
of  our  nation’s  best-kept  secrets,” 
said  Richard  F.  Rosser,  president  of 
the  National  Association  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  Colleges  and  Universities, 
the  “summit’s”  organizer. 

“We  have  to  get  through  to  the 
Hill  and  (Bush)  administration 
what  an  extraordinary  job  we  are 
doing  in  educating  the  American 
public  . . .  (and)  that  we  need  help,” 
said  the  former  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  DePauw  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Greencastle,  Ind. 

“The  nation  must  make  all  of 
education  a  No.  1  national  priori¬ 
ty,"  he  asserted. 


United  Methodist  and  other  pri-  paigns  in  progress  and  on  the  horizon, 
vate  education  leaders  traditionally  and  the  fact  that  the  federal  Higher 
meet  annually  in  early  February,  but  Education  Act  with  its  major  funding 
their  gathering  this  year  was  given  ad-  provisions  currently  is  up  for  renewal 
ditional  significance  by  political  cam-  by  Congress. 


A  Multiple  Choice 
Question  For  Persons 
Interested  in  Seminary: 

Which  United  Methodist  seminary  will  you  choose? 


The  13  Urtited  Methodist  seminaries  are  preparing  tomorrow's 
leaders  today.  Merit  scholarships,  racial  ethnic  scholarships 
and  need  based  financial  aid  are  available.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  United  Methodist  seminary  of  your  choice. 


•  Boston  University,  School  of  Theology,  Boston,  MA,  (617)353-3036;  •  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)727-6326,  •  The  Theological  School. 
Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ,  (201)408-3111;  •  Duke  University  Divinity  School. 
Durham,  NC,  (919)660-3436;  •  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)527-7707; 

•  Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  Evanston,  IL,  (800)736-4627;  •  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver  CO,  (800)678-3360;  •  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio,  Delaware, 
OH,  (800)333-6876;  •  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX,  (214)692-2293;  •  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO,  (800)825-0378;  •  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Claremont,  CA,  (714)626-3521;  •  United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  OH, 
(800)322-5817;  •  Wesley  Theblogical  Seminary,  Washington,  DC,  (800)882-4987 
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Faith  dimensions 


Anti-Semitic  acts 


Religious  News  Service 

Anti-Semitic  acts  in  the  United 
States  rose  to  a  record  total  ofl  ,879 
last  year,  and  for  the  first  time  there 
were  more  attacks  on  Jewish  indi¬ 
viduals  than  against  their  property, 
according  to  the  Anti-Defamation 
League  of  B'nai  B’rith. 

The  league’s  annual  “Audit  of 
Anti-Semitic  Incidents”  reports  an 
1 1  percent  increase  over  1 990. 

Highest  in  survey's  history 

The  league  said  the  figure  repre¬ 
sents  the  highest  level  of  anti-Jew- 
ish  acts  in  the  13-year  history  of  the 
survey. 

The  physical  assaults  on  Jewish 
individuals  totaled  60,  double  the 
1990  figure. 

Perhaps  the  best  known  was  the 
murder  of  29-year-old  Yankel  Ro¬ 
senbaum  in  the  Crown  Heights 
neighborhood  of  Brooklyn,  which 
the  league’s  national  director,  Abra¬ 
ham  H.  Foxman,  described  as  the 
“first  lynching  of  a  Jew  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  since  Leo  Frank  in  1915.” 


Although  anti-semitic  acts  in¬ 
creased  in  1990,  the  number  of 
anti-semitic  acts  by  the  Skinheads 
(pictured)  were  down. 

Mr.  Foxman  noted  that  the  sur¬ 
vey  found  the  greatest  number  of 
serious  anti-Semitic  crimes  of  van¬ 
dalism  last  year,  with  the  total  of  49 
episodes  representing  a  29  percent 
jump  over  1990  and  a  nearly  200 
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hit  record  in  '91 


percent  rise  over  a  five-year  period. 

'60  colleges  were  involved' 

The  survey  also  reported  101 
anti-Semitic  incidents  reported  at 
60  colleges  in  1991,  with  23  institu¬ 
tions  reporting  more  than  one  oc¬ 
currence.  This  compared  with  1 1 
campuses  that  reported  multiple 
episodes  in  1990. 

The  report  reflects  data  from  42 
states,  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  Virgin  Islands  as  reported  to  the 
league’s  30  regional  offices  by  vic¬ 
tims,  community  leaders  and  law 
enforcement  officials. 

On  a  state-by-state  basis,  New 
York  led  the  country  with  254  anti- 
Semitic  vandalism  incidents,  up  68, 
followed  by  California  with  1 24  and 
New  Jersey  with  102,  both  down 
five. 

“These  numbers  are  troubling, 
but  numbers  alone  do  not  tell  the 
whole  story,”  Mr.  Foxman  said. 
"Behind  each  of  these  episodes  is 
an  individual,  family  or  community 
that  has  been  targeted  for  a  form  of 


terrorism  or  intimidation.  We 
shouldn’t  underestimate  the  lasting 
pain  inflicted  on  them.” 

Among  the  incidents  cited  in  the 
report  were  the  following: 

■  In  Boca  Raton,  Fla.,  a  smoke 
bomb  was  thrown  at  congregants  as 
they  entered  a  synagogue.  During 
the  service  shots  were  fired  through 
the  window. 

■  During  the  violence  in  Crown 
Heights  in  August,  virtually  every 
Jewish  home  in  President  Street 
and  a  synagogue  there  suffered  bro¬ 
ken  windows.  One  person  was 
pulled  from  his  car  and  beaten  and 
another  car  was  surrounded  by  a 
mob  which  smashed  the  windshield 
with  a  concrete  block. 

■  During  the  Persian  Gulf  war,  a 
California  country  club  frequented 
by  Jews  received  a  phone  threat 
that  said,  "Kill  every  Jew  ...  on  be¬ 
half  of  Iraqi  people.” 

“Confronting  and  eliminating 
prejudice  should  be  an  educational 
priority  at  all  levels  of  education,” 
the  report  said. 


History  of  Hymns= 

'Sweet  hour'  writer's  identity  uncertain 


Sweet  hour  of  prayer,  sweet  hour  of 
prayer, 

That  calls  me  from  a  world  of  care 
And  bids  me  at  my  Father's  throne 
Make  all  my  wants  and  wishes 
known! 

In  seasons  of  distress  and  grief, 

My  soul  has  often  found  relief, 

And  oft  escaped  the  tempter's  snare 
By  thy  return,  sweet  hour  of  prayer. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  promises  of  God’s  Word  to 


the  believer  concerning  prayer  are 
found  in  these  lines.  The  hymn 
speaks  of  the  importance  of  prayer 
to  the  Christian  and  the  need  to  set 
aside  time  for  prayer  in  daily  living. 

Private  devotion  brings  joy  and 
peace  to  the  believer,  provides  spir¬ 
itual  affirmation  and  sustenance 
and  lightens  the  burdens  of  life. 
This  is  the  message  of  the  hymn. 

The  words  are  credited  to 
William  Walford,  but  his  identity  is 
obscure.  One  source  describes  him 


as  blind  and  uneducated  but  also  as 
one  who  memorized  large  portions 
of  the  Bible. 

Another  places  him  as  president 
of  a  Congregational  school  and  not 
blind. 

Thomas  Salmon,  an  English 
preacher  who  had  come  to  America 
in  1842,  submitted  the  poem  of  five 
stanzas  to  “The  New  York  Observ¬ 
er.”  It  was  printed  in  this  weekly 
paper  Sept.  13,  1845. 

Efforts  to  identify  the  man  de¬ 


scribed  by  Salmon  have  been  un¬ 
successful.  The  mystery  of  the 
author  still  remains. 

Somehow  the  poem  came  to  the 
attention  of  William  B.  Bradbury,  a 
New  York  composer,  publisher  and 
piano  manufacturer.  He  composed 
the  tune  we  associate  with  this 
hymn  about  1 860  and  included  it  in 
one  of  the  Sunday  school  song  col¬ 
lections  he  published. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"How  Great  Thou  Art" 


Dear  Deborah 


Tell  alcohol-plagued  Becky  she's  not  alone 


Dear  Deborah: 

This  responds  to  the  letter  wherein 
Becky  states  she  cannot  find  help  in 
her  church  for  her  difficult  family  sit¬ 
uation  involving  her  husband's  alco¬ 
holism.  Becky  is  not  alone. 

There  are  many  in  her  church  who 
are  suffering  silently,  due  to  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  insistent  ignoring  of  a  problem 
which  exists  to  a  great  extent  in  EV¬ 
ERY  congregation,  whether  or  not 
the  pastor  will  acknowledge  it! 

The  reasons  for  the  pastor’s  refusal 
are  hard  to  guess,  but  he  is  taking  the 
worst  possible  course  of  action.  These 


situations  only  get  worse  with  time. 

There  is  help.  Becky  should  coun¬ 
sel  with  the  lay  leader  or  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board. 

If  help  is  not  forthcoming,  she 
should  find  a  meeting  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  or  AlAnon.  There  she 
will  find  understanding  persons 
who  know  her  problems,  since  they 
have  been  in  exactly  the  same  cir¬ 
cumstances. 

She  will  be  astounded  that  her  di¬ 
lemma  and  frustration  have  been 
shared  by  countless  others. 

Sincerely,  Carleton 


Dear  Carleton: 

I  hope  that  every  state  has 
churches  and  other  social  programs 
addressing  this  situation.  However, 
it  is  really  sad  that  Becky  has  been 
turned  away  by  her  church. 

We  need  our  pastors  and  their 
leaders  to  become  more  knowledge¬ 
able  about  these  situations  and,  per¬ 
haps,  face  their  own  fears. 

Sad  to  say,  some  pastors  also  have 
a  problem,  either  themselves  or  in 
their  family,  with  alcohol  or  other 
drug  abuse.  1  do  not  know  that  the 
church  does  any  better  by  its  pastors 


than  Becky ’s  pastor  did  by  her. 

/  would  really  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  my  readers  about  ways  their 
church  is  loving  each  other  and  do¬ 
ing  good  things  for  their  community. 
How  about  it  out  there? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  lor  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 


Review 

'Grand  Canyon'  raises  profound  questions 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 


“Grand  Canyon”  is  a  thoughtful 
family  movie  which  raises  some 
profound  existential  and  religious 
questions. 

The  movie  is  about  violence  and 
hopelessness,  yet  the  violence  is 
muffled  and  played  down.  Hope¬ 
lessness  lies  beneath  animated  exte¬ 
riors. 

Since  there  are  no  hard  edges  or 
delineating  melodrama — there  are 
no  really  bad  people  in  the  movie — 
“Grand  Canyon”  is  both  deceptive¬ 
ly  simple  and  profoundly  complex. 


Everyday  people 

You  are  watching  everyday  peo¬ 
ple,  as  bland  and  sweet  as  they 
come  in  movies.  Yet  you  are  also 
watching  the  forces  of  the  universe 
at  work. 

Thus  the  title.  The  Grand  Can¬ 
yon,  which  the  characters  eventual¬ 
ly  visit  in  the  movie  as  a  group,  is 
invoked  as  a  majesty  to  which  one 
can  compare  his  or  her  life. 

Humans  are  insignificant  before 
it;  yet  it  inspires  a  wonder  about 
creation  and  a  faith  that  can  pene¬ 
trate  the  mist  over  the  grand  design 
of  things. 

The  movie,  written  and  directed 
by  Lawrence  Kasdan  (who  also  did 
the  ensemble  film  “The  Big  Chill”), 
begins  much  as  did  “The  Bonfire  of 
the  Vanities”  in  which  a  couple  gets 
lost  in  a  dark,  underside  of  town. 

Lost  in  an  asphalt  jungle 

Here  Mack  (Kevin  Kline),  an  im¬ 
migration  lawyer,  gets  lost  in  a 
seamy  asphalt  jungle  after  attending 
a  game  in  Los  Angeles.  His  car  stalls 
in  the  dark,  deserted  street. 

A  carload  of  young  toughs  cruises 
by  taunting  him.  They  get  out.  At 
least  one  of  them  is  armed. 

They  are  about  to  rip  Mack  off 


PHOTO  BY  GEMMA  I-  MANA 

Kevin  Kline  is  Mack  and  Danny  Glover  is  Simon  in  "Grand  Canyon,"  the  motion  picture  by  Lawrence 
Kasdan,  creator  of  "The  Big  Chill."  The  movie  is  about  city  dwellers  grappling  with  the  existential 
questions  of  contemporary  urban  life.  They  learn  to  recognize  the  small  miracles  around  them. 


when  the  service  truck  which  Mack 
has  called  arrives.  The  driver,  Si¬ 
mon  (Danny  Glover),  after  some 
anxious  moments,  gets  Mack  out  of 
his  predicament. 

The  two — the  black  towtruck  op¬ 
erator  and  the  upscale  white  law¬ 
yer — become  fast  friends. 

The  movie  moves  into  the  rest  of 
Mack's  life.  At  home  is  his  devoted 
wife,  Claire  (Mary  McDonnell  who 
played  Stands  With  a  Fist  in 
“Dances  With  Wolves” — and  a 
teen  son,  Roberto  (Jeremy  Sisto). 

The  boy,  lovingly  supported  by 
his  parents,  somehow  fears  that  al¬ 
though  his  parents  never  fight  there 


is  a  restlessness  that  suggests  they 
may  be  heading  for  divorce. 

Mack,  it  is  learned,  had  a  one¬ 
time  affair  with  his  young,  quirky 
secretary,  Dee  (Mary-Louise 
Parker)  but  now  shuns  her  romantic 
interest  in  him. 

Overall  is  an  everpresent  threat  of 
uninvited  violence  in  Los  Angeles. 
Mack’s  friend,  Davis  (Steve  Martin), 
a  maker  of  violent  films,  is  shot  in 
the  leg;  a  black  teen  son  of  Simon’s 
sister  gets  involved  in  gangs — the 
teen’s  house  is  shot  up. 

Claire  feels  threatened  by  a 
crazed  street  person  as  she  jogs. 

“People  are  going  to  shoot  you. 


The  world  doesn't  make  any  sense 
any  more,”  she  complains. 

The  violence  is  compounded  but 
is  blunted  and  is  never  deadly  in 
this  movie.  But  a  tremendous  ter¬ 
ror — fear  of  growing  old,  insecuri¬ 
ties,  fear  of  violence,  fear  of  unseen 
forces — prevails. 

Kasdan  leaves  his  story  and  mur¬ 
muring  subtle  tensions  unresolved, 
but  his  introduction  of  the  Grand 
Canyon,  and  a  contemplation  of  its 
wonders,  help. 

Dr.  Ward  is  professor  of  journalism 
at  Temple  University  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  a  frequent  film  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter. 
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Kachina  doll  guards  museum 

A  cross-bearing  Hopi  Indian  Kachina  doll  guards  Rainbow  Ho¬ 
gan  Museum  of  the  Cross  in  Wickenburg,  Arizona.  From  this 
desert  home,  Lynda  Jessen  Gettig  exhibits  her  assemblage  of 
more  than  3,000  crosses  from  around  the  world.  The  collection 
started  in  her  youth  but  became  systematic  after  she  studied 
religion  in  college.  Ms.  Gettig  now  devotes  full  time  to  devel¬ 
oping  the  museum  and  lecturing  about  the  history  and  reli¬ 
gious  significance  of  the  symbolism  of  the  cross. 


Review 

'Secret  Files'  reveals 
deals  with  Israel,  Arabs 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

It  is  unusual  for  PBS  documenta¬ 
ries  to  be  released  to  the  media  with 
an  "embargo”  against  divulging  their 
contents  before  air-time,  but  such  is 
the  case  with  “The  Secret  Files: 
Washington,  Israel,  and  the  Gulf." 

And  this  time  public  television 
presents  some  explosive  revelations. 

American  diplomacy  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  has  always  faced  complex 
religious  and  political  conflicts,  but 
the  shaping  of  our  foreign  policy 
has  also  been  helped  and  hindered 
by  secret  agreements  with  Israel  and 
some  of  her  neighbors. 

"The  Secret  Files"  probes  the 
web  of  deals  and  deceit  in  which  we 
are  enmeshed  and  offers  insights 
into  the  history,  contending  faiths 
and  personalities  which  have 
shaped  the  region. 

Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  we 
learn,  was  the  first  American  presi¬ 
dent  to  grapple  with  the  problem  of 
securing  a  homeland  for  Jews  in 
Palestine  without  alienating  Arabs. 

It  was  FDR,  too,  who  in  many 
ways  set  the  pattern  for  future  for¬ 
eign  policy:  secret  meetings  with  the 
Saudi  king,  secret  promises  to  Zion¬ 
ist  leaders  and  secret  support  for 
Arab  opposition  to  the  creation  of 
Israel. 

Narrated  by  Ben  Bradlee 

“The  Secret  Files,”  narrated  by 
Ben  Bradlee  of  the  “Washington 
Post,”  reconstructs,  for  the  first 
time  on  television,  the  secret  com¬ 
mitments  to  Saudi  Arabia  and  Isra¬ 
el  which  lay  behind  last  year’s  Gulf 
War.  It  also  does  an  excellent  job  of 
presenting  diametrically  opposing 
views  with  equal  respect. 

Israeli  writer  Amos  Elon,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  traces  how  the  Holocaust 
fueled  the  drive  for  a  Jewish  home- 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Primary  Sunday  Morning 

When  we  talked  about 
“praising  God 
with  our  whole  being” 

Ben  mentioned  rainbows 
and  multicolored  art . . . 

Creighton  told  us 
how  rainbows  grow  flowers 
as  the  colors  touch  the  earth 
and  fill  the  holes 
with  beauty  . . . 

Erin  agrees, 
filling  her  page 
with  rainbow  colors 
reflecting  her  sweet  self. 

Surely  God  rejoiced 
over  praise  thus  rendered 
out  of  our  whole  being, 
and  we  rejoiced  remembering 
God’s  promises  in  the  rainbow. 

—POLLY  ANNA  SEDZIOL 


It  can  help  us  to 
better  understand  the 
feelings  of  the  lews, 
Moslems,  and  Christians 
who  inhabit  the  area. 


land  and  why  Palestine  seemed  to 
Jews  to  be  a  natural  place  for  this 
nation  to  be  created. 

Lebanese  journalist  Jamil  Mroue 
explains  how  Arabs,  who  had  often 
sheltered  Jews  persecuted  else¬ 
where,  see  themselves  as  paying  for 
crimes  committed  in  Europe. 

Ibn  Saud,  the  Saudi  Arabian  rul¬ 
er,  told  FDR  at  a  secret  meeting  in 
1  945  that  Germany  should  be 
forced  to  surrender  territory  for 
such  a  homeland,  saying  “Amends 
should  be  made  by  the  criminal,  not 
by  the  innocent  bystander.” 

Deals  weren't  explained 

We  hear  how  successive  presi¬ 
dents  made  secret  commitments  to 
defend  Israel  and  Saudi  Arabia, 
“agreements  which  were  never  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  American  public  or 
approved  by  Congress.” 

“The  Secret  Files”  proposes  no 
simple  solutions  to  the  conundrums 
of  the  Middle  East  but  it  can  help  us 
to  better  understand  the  feelings  of 
the  Jews,  Moslems,  and  Christians 
who  inhabit  the  area. 

“The  Secret  Files”  airs  on  most 
public  television  stations  at  10  p.m. 
ET  on  Monday,  Feb.  17. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Island 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  frequently  reviews 
films  and  television  for  the  Report¬ 
er. 

Missionary  hopes 
to  re-enter  Zaire 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
Missionary  Nash  Vickers  has  not 
given  up  on  Zaire,  despite  that  Afri¬ 
can  country’s  continuing  political 
and  economic  problems  and  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Lubumbashi,  the  city 
where  he  lived. 

As  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  field  represen¬ 
tative  to  Zaire  for  the  past  six  years, 
he  said  he  hopes  to  move  back  to 
Lubumbashi  after  returning  to  Afri¬ 
ca  in  early  February. 

Mr.  Vickers,  from  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  has  been  in  the  United 
States  during  January. 

The  situation  ii\  Zaire — which 
has  over  half  a  million  United 
Methodists — has  been  particularly 
grim  since  disgruntled  soldiers  trig¬ 
gered  a  looting  and  rioting  spree  on 
Sept.  23. 

Soon  afterward,  46  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  were  evacuated. 
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CAMPING  SUNDAY  IS  MARCH  22 


USKICHITTO 

Retreat  Center 


-  CHILDREN  - 


CAMP  FIRST  TIME 
July  20-22 
(completed  grade  3) 

ELEMENTARY  I 
July  6-10 

(completed  grades  4-6) 

ELEMENTARY  II 
August  3-7 

(completed  grades  4-6) 


—  YOUTH  -  YOUTH  - 


JUNIOR  HIGH 
July  13-17 

(completed  grades  7  &  8) 

SENIOR  HIGH 
July  24-26 

(completed  grades  9-12) 


-CAMPS -SPECIAL- 


\ 


OLE  TIME  CAMP  MEETING 
June  21-26 
(for  all  ages) 

LABOR  DAY  WEEKEND  CAMP 
September  4-7 
(for  all  ages) 

USKICHITTO  RETREAT  CENTER 
P.O.  Box  118 
LeBlanc,  LA  70651 
(318)738-5259 


Why  Church  Camping? 


SHARE  YOUR  LOVE  OF  CAMPING 
SPONSOR  A  CAMPER 

If  you  would  like  to  sponsor  a  camper,  have  any  questions  about 
the  camping  program,  contact  the  coordinator  in  your  district.  In 
some  cases,  the  coordinator  can  suggest  someone  who  could  come  to 
your  church  to  talk  about  the  camping  program. 


Acadiana  District: 

David  Dietzel 
P.O.  Box  60 
Berwick,  LA  70542 
(504)  384  7108 

Alexandria  District: 
Richard  Hoffpauir 
2013  MacArthur  Drive 
Bldg.  2,  Suite  2 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 
(318)  443  3212 

Baton  Rouge  District: 
James  Mitchell 
4205  Church  Street 
Zachary.  LA  70791 
(504) 654  2389 

Lake  Charles  District: 
Richard  Poss 
Rt  14,  Box  271 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(318) 477  8389 


Monroe  District: 
Douglas  Foreman 
1 807  Loop  Road 
Winnsboro,  LA  71295 
318-435-4392 

New  Orleans  District: 
Mike  Ricke 
420  W.  Esplanade 
Kenner,  LA  70065 
(504) 469  7955 

North  Shore  District: 
Pleasant  Sibley 
P.O.  Box  207 
Walker,  LA  70785 
(504)  665  8006 


Ruston  District: 

Mark  Strickland 
903  Broadway 
Minden.  LA  71055-3394 
(318)  377  1483 


The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  sum¬ 
mer  camping  programs  for  children 
and  youth,  grades  3-12.  These  expe¬ 
riences  occur  at  the  three  camp  sites 
within  the  state.  All  camping  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  open  to  anyone  al¬ 
though  the  sites  are  supported  by 
specific  districts. 

Church  camping  helps  to  bring 
about  the  union  of  God,  ourselves, 
our  peers,  and  the  environment. 
Through  the  camping  experience, 
campers  are  encouraged  to  see 
themselves  in  a  new  way  as  they 
leant  to  live  in  a  responsible  com¬ 
munity,  caring  for  each  other  and 
God’s  creation. 

Church  camping  moves  the  class¬ 
room  out  of  doors  and  seeks  to  use 
these  resources  to  teach  campers 
about  the  wonder  of  the  world  and 
the  greatness  and  majesty  of  the 
God  who  created  the  world.  The 
Christian  commitment  of  the  vol- 


This  poem,  shared  after  a 
CCE  camp,  expresses  beautiful¬ 
ly  WHY  CHURCH  CAMP¬ 
ING? 


So  many  emotions, 

So  many  beautiful  memories, 
So  many  special  people, 

So  much  LOVE. 

It’s  a  star-studded  sky 
Covering  a  peaceful  lake 
A  flower  of  perfection 
Growing  from  roots  of 
LOVE. 

It’s  learning 
To  talk  to  God, 

In  a  time  of  Peace 

And  a  community  of  LOVE. 

It’s  finding  gifts 
You  never  discovered  before, 
And  sharing  your  gifts 
With  people  you  LOVE. 

It’s  hugs 

That  mean  more  than  mere 
words, 

And  encouraging  smiles 
That  heal  a  broken  heart. 


unteers  is  the  primary  issue  that  sets  ( 
church  camping  apart  from  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  other  groups. 

Church  camps  are  the  place 
where  situational  learning  happens 
at  its  best.  The  teaching  situation  in 
camp  involves  everything  that  hap¬ 
pens  during  the  week.  No  other  ar¬ 
rangement  of  church  life  affords  as 
great  an  opportunity  for  continuous 
Christian  nurture  and  growth  as 
does  living  together  twenty-four 
hours  a  day  in  a  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere. 

Church  camping  can  be  a  mean¬ 
ingful  and  lasting  experience  for 
children  and  youth,  as  well  as  for 
the  counselors.  Through  the  years, 
lives  have  been  changed  through 
our  United  Methodist  Camping 
Program.  Campers  are  given  the 
chance  to  experience  the  love  of 
God  in  their  encounter  with  the 
natural  world  and  the  guidance  of 
committed  counselors. 


It’s  taking  it  easy 
With  a  friend  you  feel 
You’ve  known  forever. 

Yet  only  met  a  few  days  ago. 

It’s  a  place  to  open  your  heart 
A  place  of  acceptance 
It’s  a  place  to  give  love, 

And  feel  it  being  given  right 
back. 

It’s  chicken  fights  in  the  lake 
And  mudderball  in  the 
puddles. 

It’s  sharing  a  bond  of 
friendship, 

And  keeping  a  bond  of 
LOVE. 

It's  daring  to  fly,  to  be  free, 

To  move  on  to  the  next  level. 
It’s  laughing  at  sunny-sided 
riddles. 

And  singing  wonderful  songs. 

And  what  exactly  is  CCE? 
Mere  words  cannot  express, 

'  It’s  experiencing  God 
In  a  special  way  through 
LOVE 

Angie  Anderson 
New  Iberia 


c£ntr£’ 


-  CHILDREN  - 


PRECAMPERS 
July  17-19 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 


ELEMENTARY  I 
July  6-10 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 


ELEMENTARY  II 
July  27-31 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 


-  YOUTH  - 


JUNIOR  HIGH  I 
June  22-26 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 


JUNIOR  HIGH  II 
July  13-17 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 


SENIOR  HIGH 
July  10-12 

(entering  grades  9-12) 


-  SPECIAL  - 


CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY  EXPERIENCE 
.  July  20-25 

"  (currently  in  grades  9-12) 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 
P.O.  BOX  707 
Minden,  LA  71055 
(318)  377-6756 


CAMP 


CHILDREN - 


MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  I 
June  22-26 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 

MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  II 
July  20-24 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  I 
July  6-10 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  II 
July  27-31 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 


-  YOUTH  -  YOUTH  - 


JUNIOR  HIGH  I 
June  29-July  3 
(entering  grades  7  &  8) 

JUNIOR  HIGH  II 
August  3-7 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 

SENIOR  HIGH 
June  15-19 
(entering  grades  9-12) 


-  CAMPS  -  SPECIAL  - 

METHODIST  HOME  CAMP 
July  13-17 

(entering  grades  10-12) 

CAMP  ISTROUMA 
P.O.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739 
(504)261-2089 


/ 


SHARE  YOUR  LOVE  OF  CAMPING 
BE  A  COUNSELOR  THIS  SUMMER 


Camp  Counseling  is: 

An  OPPORTUNITY  for  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  church 
A  CHANCE  to  be  a  positive 
influence  to  campers  in  their 
growth  and  development. 

An  OCCASION  for  you  to  be 
a  part  of  camping  as  you  help 
make  it  happen. 

YOU  can  be  one  of  the  men 
and  women  who  volunteer  this 
year  to  serve  as  a  camp  counsel¬ 
or.  If  you  are  interested  —  re¬ 
view  the  variety  of  camping 


experiences  offered,  decide 
which  week(s)  you  are  available 
for  counseling  and  which  age 
level  you  feel  most  comfortable 
counseling  and  then  send  a  let¬ 
ter  of  recommendation  from 
your  pastor  to  Conference 
Camping,  Carolyn  Dove,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana  70802. 

The  Conference  Office  will 
send  information  to  the  Camp 
Directors  who  are  responsible 
for  contacting  you  for  enlist¬ 
ment. 
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FEBRUARY  2t,  1992 


The  Sun 
Does  Shine 
In  February 

I  will  never  forget  one  dreary  February  w  hen  our  children  were  small. 
We  were  in  a  succession  of  gray,  rainy,  overcast  days.  One  of  our  chil¬ 
dren  was  nearby  while  I  was  reading.  She  looked  out  of  the  window  for 
the  longest  time  and  asked:  “Dad,  does  the  sun  shine  in  February?” 

We  have  had  “February  weather”  in  Baton  Rouge.  It  followed  us  to 
Dallas  and  then  to  New  York.  But  behind  and  above  the  February  drea¬ 
riness,  the  sun  was  shining. 

Our  cabinet  met  with  a  large  number  of  SMU  Seminary  students 
connected  with  the  Louisiana  Conference  while  we  were  at  Ministers’ 
Week  in  Dallas.  They  all  were  most  appreciative  of  Louisiana  United 
Methodism  and  were  eager  to  return  and  begin  their  ministry  in  our 
conference.  The  sun  was  shining  that  February  day. 

Marilyn,  Dwight  Ramsey  and  I  were  in  New  York  for  a  meeting  Feb. 
5  with  Randy  Nugent,  general  secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries;  Bruce  Weaver,  director  of  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief;  and  Bob  Harman,  secretary  of  the  World  Division.  We  spent  all 
afternoon  discussing  the  church  in  Ekaterinburg  and  the  entire  Rus¬ 
sian  Initiative.  Out  of  the  meeting  came  affirmation  of  Louisiana’s  mis¬ 
sion  work  in  Russia  and  a  mutual  desire  for  closer  cooperation.  In 
addition,  we  were  able  to  establish  ways  for  UMCOR  to  provide  some 
concrete  help  in  getting  food  to  Ekaterinburg  for  distribution  by  the 
church.  The  sun  was  shining  that  February  day! 

And  even  as  I  am  writing  these  words,  I  have  taken  time  for  a  visit 
with  a  very  committed  and  concerned  laity  leader  within  our  conference 
who  loves  me  enough  to  let  me  know  that  I  had  appeared  negative  in  an 
intensive  February  meeting  about  a  significant  conference  program.  I 
listened  and  grew  through  the  experience  and  thanked  him  for  caring 
enough  to  speak  the  truth  to  me  in  love. 

The  sun  was  even  shining  on  that  February  day.  It  just  took  a  week 
to  find  its  way  through  the  February  dreariness. 


New  Interchurch  Leader 
Challenges  Churches 


The  Rev.  C.  Dana  Krutz  called 
for  the  religious  community  in  Lou¬ 
isiana  to  tackle  the  issues  of  racism, 
low-income  housing  and  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  church  and  state.  This 
was  the  first  address  of  the  newly 
installed  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
at  the  annual  assembly  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

“The  church’s  work  in  these  areas 
should  serve  as  an  example  to  the 
secular  community,”  Krutz  said. 

Krutz  called  the  LIC  the  “um¬ 
brella  organization”  and  “clearing 
house”  for  ecumenical  activities  in 
the  state  and  proposed  to  strength¬ 
en  that  work.  “We  have  put  togeth¬ 
er  the  puzzle  of  Christian  unity,”  he 
said.  LIC  is  a  22-member  statewide 
coalition  of  Protestant  and  Catholic 
denominational  jurisdictions. 

Bishop  William  Oden  is  immedi¬ 
ate  past  president  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  whose  president  is  now  the  Rt. 
Rev.  James  B.  Brown  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Diocese  of  Louisiana. 

Krutz,  formerly  rector  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  succeeded  the  Rev.  James  Sto¬ 
vall,  United  Methodist  minister, 
who  retired  last  year.  Krutz’s  wife. 


Julie,  and  sons,  Eric,  15,  and  Mor¬ 
gan,  10,  will  join  him  in  Baton 
Rouge  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

In  his  initial  talk  as  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Krutz  called  for  “theological 
dialogue  that  moves  into  action” 
and  proposed  three  areas  of  concen¬ 
tration  for  the  LIC:  Faith  and  order, 
life  and  work  and  evangelism.  He  is 
interested  in  the  social  issues  con¬ 
fronting  the  church  and  is  commit¬ 
ted  to  being  an  advocate  in  those 
areas.  One  concern  to  receive  atten¬ 
tion  is  the  promotion  of  better  race 
relations  within  church  and  society. 

The  LIC  also  will  work  to  pro¬ 
mote  unity  among  Christians.  “We 
ought  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
profound  theological  issues  that 
unite  us,”  Krutz  said.  “We  all  ac¬ 
cept  Jesus  as  savior.” 

Krutz  has  said  he  wants  to  get 
around  the  state  and  spend  more 
time  in  North  Louisiana  where  LIC 
is  least  known.  He  recently  spoke 
during  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  at  First  UMC  in 
Monroe  where  the  minister  is  the 
Rev.  John  Lee.  While  in  that  city  he 
met  with  residents  forming  an  inter¬ 
faith  group.  He  also  began  forming 
a  task  force  on  race  relations. 


North  Shore  Ministers  Attend  Retreat 


Dr.  Myron  Madden,  LEFT,  clinical  professor  of  psychiatry,  LSU  Med¬ 
ical  School,  New  Orleans,  has  the  attention  of  North  Shore  District 
ministers  as  he  talks  about  “Blessing:  Giving  the  Gift  of  Power.  "  He 
used  his  book,  published  by  Brodman  Press,  by  that  title  as  a  basis 
for  his  study.  He  was  resource  leader  for  a  recent  retreat  at  St.  Jo¬ 
seph's  Abbey  in  Covington.  The  37  pastors  attending  had  opportu¬ 
nities  for  spiritual  renewal  and  relaxation  away  from  their  routines. 


Clergy,  Lay  Asked  for 


What  should  our  General  Confer¬ 
ence  budget  be  for  1993-97? 

Should  we  have  a  consecrated  di- 
aconal  ministry  or  should  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  have  a  two-phase 
ordination  of  deacon  and  elder? 

What  should  our  response  be  to 
the  issue  of  homosexuality? 

Do  we  need  a  change  in  our  bap¬ 
tism  and  confirmation  doctrines? 

Methodists  often  read  in  their  lo¬ 
cal  newspapers  about  decisions 
made  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  declare,  “Hey,  I  don’t 
agree  with  that!” 

Louisiana  United  Methodists 
who  want  to  have  a  voice  in  deci¬ 
sions  made  at.  General  Conference 
are  urged  to  let  their  opinions  be 
known  about  the  issues  facing  the 
conference  this  year,  said  Paul  D. 
White  of  Alexandria,  conference  lay 
leader  and  head  of  the  Louisiana 
delegation. 

To  give  all  lay  persons  and  clergy 
opportunities  to  express  their  views 
to  the  whole  delegation,  a  meeting 
is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  April  25, 
at  10  a.m.  in  First  United  Method¬ 
ist,  Alexandria.  Persons  who  cannot 
attend  are  urged  to  write  letters  to 
any  delegate  expressing  opinions  on 
the  upcoming  issues.  The  letters 
will  be  read  at  the  meeting,  White 
mentioned. 

General  Conference,  the  govern¬ 
ing  body  of  the  church,  will  meet 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Issues  on  the  agenda  include: 
changes  relating  to  the  ministry, 
baptism,  UM  Health  Care,  reloca¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  now  in  New  York  City, 
homosexuality,  the  Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship  and  the  proposed  budget  for 
the  next  four  years. 


“All  of  the  issues  are  important 
ones,”  White  said,  but  he  indicated 
that  he  thinks  the  conference  should 
try  to  settle  some  of  the  recurring 
ones  and  move  on.  “The  homosex¬ 
uality  issue  started  in  1972  and 
we’re  not  much  further  along  on  it,” 
he  said,  “That’s  partly  because  a  lot 
of  people  don’t  understand  the  is¬ 
sues  and  because  we  have  many 
opinions  both  pro  and  con. 

“  We  need  to  settle  the  issues 
once  and  for  all  but  I  don’t  think  it’s 
going  to  happen.” 

Do  Louisiana  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  General  Conference  try 
to  represent  the  thinking  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  conference  or  do  they 
vote  their  own  convictions,  White 
and  others  were  asked. 

"Methodism  is  like  the  federal 
government  in  that  it  operates  in  a 
similar  way,”  he  said.  “We  hope  we 
vote  the  way  the  constituants  want 
us  to  vote.  Like  you  do  with  the  leg¬ 
islature,  you  (United  Methodists) 
contact  them  (the  delegates)  and  let 
them  know  how  you  feel.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  that  some  are  for  issues  and 
some  are  opposed.” 

Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  lay  delegate 
from  Bunkie,  said  a  delegate  has  to 
"vote  his  or  her  own  convictions,” 
adding  that  “you  listen  to  argu¬ 
ments  of  those  who  have  concerns 
and  maybe  it  will  give  you  informa¬ 
tion  you  didn’t  have  and  perhaps 
change  your  mind.” 

This  will  be  her  fourth  time  to  be 
a  delegate  to  General  Conference. 

“It’s  an  impossible  situation.” 
Dr.  Carruth  continued,  “  the  Loui¬ 
siana  delegates  do  not  vote  the 
same.  We  all  come  from  different 
backgrounds.  Use  the  abortion  is¬ 
sue  as  an  example  —  some  people 


Opinions  on  Issues 


are  pro-life  and  some  pro-choice 
and  that  issue  will  never  be  settled 
by  the  voters.  The  same  is  true  with 
some  of  our  other  (General  Confer¬ 
ence)  issues. 

“Delegates  need  to  be  well  in¬ 
formed.  It’s  a  hard  job.  You  need  to 
read  and  study  to  educate  yourself 
about  them.” 

Dr.  Carruth,  a  member  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  said  the  proposed 
apportionments  for  1993-97  are 
“dear  to  my  heart.” 

"We’ve  heard  the  concerns  of  the 
local  churches  about  raising  appor¬ 
tionments  yet  we’re  still  cognizant 
of  our  mission.  That’s  why  we  rec¬ 
ommended  raising  apportionments 
only  4  per  cent  each  year  during  the 
four  years  from  1993  to  1997.”  She 
said  $70  million  was  cut  from  re¬ 
quests  for  the  General  United 
Methodist  Church.  “It  has  been 
pared  down  considerably.” 

Louisiana  Conference  delegates 
chosen  at  last  year’s  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  are:  Paul  D.  White,  5401  Jack- 
son  St.,  Alexandria,  71301,  other 
Louisiana  lay  delegates  are:  Dr. 
Nancy  Carruth,  P.O.  Box  267,  Bun¬ 
kie,  71322;  John  T.  Porter,  236 
Ashley,  Shreveport,  71105;  Hubert 
Blanchard,  P.O. Drawer  29,  Sul¬ 
phur,  70664;  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump, 
7321  Dalewood,  New  Orleans, 
70126,  and  Jack  Dew,  441  Dew 
Lane,  West  Monroe,  71291. 

Clergy  delegates  are:  Dr.  Alfred 
L.  Norris.  653  Beckwith  St.,  S.W  ., 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  30314;  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  909  North  18th.  Suite 
209,  Monroe;  Rev.  Carole  Cotton- 
Winn,  816  Kirkman  St.,  Lake 
Charles,  70601;  Dr.  L.  Ray  Bran- 
ton.  P.O.  Box  41188.  Shreveport. 


71134-1188;  the  Rev.  William  D. 
Peeples,  1411  Glenwood  Dr.,  West 
Monroe,  71291  and  the  Rev.  Joe  W. 
McClain,  433  Erlanger,  Slidell, 
70458. 

Dr.  Norris  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  on  special 
appointment  as  president  of  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary  in  At¬ 
lanta  and  has  been  endorsed  for 
bishop  by  our  delegation. 

An  hour-long  video  prepared  by 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  is  available.  Produced  by 
Tom  Jackson,  the  video  will  pro¬ 
vide  information  on  some  of  the 
major  issues  to  come  before  the 
General  Conference. 

The  video  is  designed  for  use  by 
adult  and  youth  Sunday  school 
classes  and  for  meetings  of  study 
groups,  administrative  boards. 
United  Methodist  Women  and 
United  Methodist  Men. 

Presentations  on  the  tape  were 
made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Louisiana 
delegation  Jan.  31  to  Feb.  1. 

Issues  and  presenters  include: 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  report  of 
ministry  study;  the  Rev.  Tom 
Howe,  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Pensions,  United  Methodist  na¬ 
tional  health  care  for  clergy  and  lay 
employees;  the  Rev.  John  Winn,  di¬ 
rector,  Pastor  Effectiveness  Center, 
report  on  homosexuality  study;  Dr. 
Carruth,  apportionments,  1993-97, 
and  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  member. 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  pro¬ 
posed  Book  of  Worship  . 

To  reserve  the  video  call  or  write: 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  Audio-Visual  Library, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA., 
70802-5720;  phone,  (504)  346- 
1646. 


Convocation  of  Boards 


The  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  gets  down  to  work.  Pictured  are, 
from  left,  around  the  table:  Linda  Fox,  diaconal  minister,  University, 
Baton  Rouge;  Roger  M.  Cloud,  diaconal.  Trinity,  Ruston;  Lou 
Alexander,  lay  person,  St.  Luke's  Baton  Rouge,  secretary-treasurer; 
Doris  Sheppard,  diaconal,  First,  Shreveport;  the  Rev.  J.  Richard 
Scott-Welch,  pastor,  Sulphur,  Maplewood;  Patricia  Hogan,  diaco¬ 
nal,  First,  Natchitoches;  Sidney  Montegudo,  diaconal,  First,  Bossier 
City,  and  the  Rev.  Isiah  Lee,  pastor.  First,  Monroe. 


Petitions  Due 

For  General  Conference 


Individuals  or  church  groups  who 
desire  to  submit  a  proposal  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  must  follow  a  spec¬ 
ified  procedure.  Each  petition  must 
be  postmarked  by  a  national  postal 
service  no  later  than  March  6,  sixty 
days  prior  to  the  opening  session. 

Each  proposal  should  address 
only  one  issue  or  one  paragraph  of 
the  Discipline. 

Petitions  must  be  typed  and  dou¬ 
ble  spaced. 

For  Disciplinary  material,  indi¬ 
cate  proposed  addition  by  double 
underlining  and  proposed  deletion 
by  single  underlining. 

The  same  petition  sent  in  quanti¬ 
ty  is  wasted  effort  and  money.  Only 
the  first  received  will  be  processed, 
although  all  will  be  recorded  and 
kept  on  file. 

All  petitions  submitted  to  the 
General  Conference,  which  call  for 
the  establishment  of  new  programs 
or  the  expansion  of  existing  pro¬ 
grams  will  be  invalid  unless  accom¬ 
panied  by  supporting  data  which 
addresses  the  issue  of  anticipated  fi¬ 
nancial  requirements  of  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Any  member  of  the  clergy  or  laity 


may  submit  a  petition  (or  petitions) 
to  the  General  Conference  for  con¬ 
sideration  if  the  correct  procedure 
is  followed. 

Three  copies  of  each  petition  are 
to  be  sent  to  the  petitions  secretary. 

Mail  to:  Ms.  Odell  Thompson 

1740  Sixth  St. 

Beloit,  WI  53511 

For  additional  information  con¬ 
tact  Thompson  by  letter  or  by  tele¬ 
phoning  her:  608/362-8444. 

Black  History 
Month  Observed 

Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
Miss.,  so  familiar  to  many  Louisi¬ 
ana  members  of  the  church,  was 
featured  on  a  special  Black  History 
Month  edition  of  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it,"  the  national  television  program 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Included  in  the  on-location  film- 
ing  was  Harry  Hoosier  Hall,  a 
1,000-seat,  multi-purpose  building 
at  the  retreat  center  which  is  used  as 
a  chapel  and  auditorium.  The  struc- 


Representing  the  younger  generation  at  the  Convocation  of  Boards 
in  Baton  Rouge  were  Lori  Bridges  of  Nolley  Church  in  Jena,  presi¬ 
dent,  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  and  Scott  Tarver,  also 
of  Jena,  a  member  of  the  Inter-Religious  Concerns.  Lori  is  an  active 
participant  throughout  the  conference  as  a  representative  of  the 
youth. 


Providing  fun  entertainment  at  the  convocation  were  those  “wild 
and  crazy  guys"  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  LEFT,  convocation  chair¬ 
man  and  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Dr.  Don  Cottrill, 
CENTER,  executive  director.  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
the  Rev.  Donald  Avery,  RIGHT,  pastor,  Neely  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
who  entertained  with  country  music  and  a  skit.  Cottrill  said  people 
later  asked  to  "borrow  his  hair." 


ture  was  named  for  “Black  Harry,” 
a  slave  preacher. 

The  center  was  founded  in  1923 
to  serve  the  needs  of  black  people  in 
UMC. 

According  to  Rosetta  Roberts,  a 
longtime  Gulfside  associate,  the 
center,  once  represented  the  “only 
place  on  the  Gulf  Coast  where  a 


black  toe  could  touch  the  white 
sand.”  She  added,  “Gulfside  was  a 
whole  new  world  when  it  opened.” 

Dr.  James  J.  Caraway  of  Baton 
Rouge,  who  serves  on  the  Gulfside 
board,  said,  “It  is  one  black  institu¬ 
tion  where  a  lot  of  black  leaders  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  still 
gather  once  or  twice  a  year.” 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial; 


A  'work  ethic'  worth  pondering 


Here  I  StancL 


Thank  you,  Helen  Crews,  for  a 
needed  perspective  in  an  interna¬ 
tional  war  of  words  regarding 
Americans’  work  ethic! 

An  accusation  by  Japan’s  prime 
minister  that  Americans  “lack  a 
work  ethic”  triggered  a  barrage  of 
responses  in  the  U.S.  ranging  from 
angry  denial  to  introspective  analy¬ 
sis,  focused  mostly  on  how  hard 
Americans  do  or  don’t  work. 

Enter  Helen  Crews.  According  to 
a  story  in  the  Raleigh,  N.C.,  “News 
and  Observer,”  the  71 -year-old  Ms. 
Crews  earns  $5.50  an  hour  working 
for  a  sweater-and-sock  maker  in 
nearby  Durham,  N.C. 

Asked  about  her  personal  “work 
ethic,"  Ms.  Crews  said  that  when 
she  sits  down  at  her  sewing  machine 
each  day,  she  begins  her  task  with  a 
prayer:  “Lord,  let  me  do  my  best 
work  today  in  order  to  serve  you.” 

She  added  that  an  honest  day’s 
work  goes  beyond  merely  earning 
money  or  making  a  living.  It  is,  she 
said,  a  way  to  glorify  God  and,  in  re¬ 
turn,  to  experience  God’s  blessings. 

Amen. 

We  believe  Ms.  Crews’  simple  wit¬ 
ness  properly  refocuses  the  work  eth¬ 
ic  debate  in  a  way  applicable  in  any 
situation  no  matter  whether  the 
worker  is  “red  or  yellow,  black  or 
white.”  Namely,  one’s  “work  ethic” 
is  not  primarily  a  matter  of  how  hard 
one  works  nor  even  of  how  much 
one  makes.  It  is,  rather,  primarily  a 
matter  of  why  one  works  at  all. 

When  people  regard  their  work  as 
a  divine  gift,  both  it  and  life  in  gen¬ 
eral  acquire  fresh  meaning — not,  as 


so  often  is  the  case,  as  an  arena  for 
“proving"  ourselves  but  as  a  setting 
for  "becoming"  ourselves  as  God 
means  us  to  be:  stewards  of  our 
time  and  of  our  gifts  in  service  to 
God  and  each  other. 

Just  think  how  numerous  work-re¬ 
lated  crises  of  our  time  could  be  re¬ 
solved  if  such  a  perspective  were  to 
inform  our  collective  work  ethic: 

“Quality”  as  a  reflection  of  what  we 
do  or  produce  at  work  would  not  even 
be  debated.  We  automatically  would 
want  to  do  our  very  best  out  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  a  desire  to  do  God’s  will. 

"Meaning”  in  our  work  would  be 
inherent  in  our  having  a  purpose  for 
working  that  transcends  self  to  in¬ 
clude  a  sense  of  responsibility  for 
the  common  good. 

“Income”  would  be  viewed  in  its 
proper  context,  not  as  a  measure  of 
self-worth  or  merely  a  way  to 
"make  ends  meet”  but  as  a  God- 
given  opportunity  for  nurturing  our 
lives  and  the  lives  of  others. 

It’s  out  of  such  an  understanding 
of  “work  ethic"  that  our  spiritual 
forebear,  John  Wesley,  counseled 
Christians  to  “earn  all  you  can,  save 
all  you  can,  give  all  you  can.” 

Particularly  by  his  emphasis  on  the 
latter — giving — Wesley,  like  Ms. 
Crews,  effectively  reminded  us  of 
why,  in  the  divine  scheme  of  things, 
our  attitude  toward  work  is  vital: 

It’s  a  primary  means  through 
which  God  enables  us  to  share  in 
the  miracle  of  creation  by  enabling 
life  itself  to  continue  and  by  adding 
through  our  labors  to  its  goodness. 

We’re  grateful  to  Ms.  Crews  for  her 


UMs  should  support  plan 
for  embracing  Hispanics 


When  people  regard  their  work  as  a  divine  gift,  both  it  and  life  in 
general  acquire  fresh  meaning — not,  as  so  often  is  the  case,  as  an 
arena  for  “proving"  ourselves  but  as  a  setting  for  "becoming"  our¬ 
selves  as  God  means  us  to  be:  stewards  of  our  time  and  of  our  gifts 
in  service  to  God  and  each  other. 


contribution.  Among  other  things, 
her  witness  reminds  us  that  for 
Christians,  at  least,  discussion  of  a 
“work  ethic”  necessarily  includes  dis¬ 
cussion  of  a  “work  theology.” 


That’s  a  discussion  worth  having 
among  ourselves,  from  our  pulpits 
and  in  our  Sunday  school  classes,  re¬ 
gardless  of  what  our  Japanese  friends 
think  of  us — or  we  of  them! 


By ).  LLOYD  KNOX 

At  the  1988  General  Conference, 
United  Methodists  affirmed  that 
“the  ministry  with  Hispanics  must 
be  a  concern  of  the  whole  church” 
and  ordered  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  develop  and  present  a 
plan  to  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence — a  “national  comprehensive 
plan”  for  Hispanic  ministries. 

The  committee  has  been  very  dil¬ 
igent  in  its  work  and  has  developed 
a  plan  for  presenting  to  the  1992 
General  Conference. 

I  encourage  support,  particularly 
by  delegates  to  General  Conference, 
for  this  comprehensive  plan. 

The  U.S.  Census  Bureau  has  pro¬ 
jected  that  by  the  year  2000  there  will 
be  over  31  million  Hispanics  in  the 
United  States  and  over  1 40  million  by 
the  year  2080.  The  United  States  is 
now  the  fourth  or  fifth  largest  Span¬ 
ish-speaking  nation  in  the  world. 

If  United  Methodists  are  coura¬ 
geous  enough  to  take  steps  to  reach 
the  Hispanic  population,  the  result 
could  be  marvelous  new  vitality  and 
growth  for  our  entire  denomination. 

The  heart  of  the  plan  centers 
around  a  corps  of  lay  missioners 
who,  in  partnership  with  ordained 
ministers,  will  start  new  worshiping 
communities  in  a  variety  of  set¬ 
tings.  The  lay  missioners  will  revi¬ 
talize  existing  congregations  and 
will  develop  and  support  communi¬ 
ty-based  ministries. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Does  need  for  'personal  decision'  condemn  some? 


Regarding  the  Feb.  7  article  on 
the  "Memphis  Declaration:” 

The  “big  guns”  of  the  church  have 
again  given  us  much  to  discuss,  and 
for  that  we  should  be  grateful. 

The  seventh  point  in  the  state¬ 
ment — that  a  personal  decision  to 
accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and 
Savior  is  necessary  to  salvation — 
leaves  me  wondering  about  the  ap¬ 
parent  condemnation  of  some. 

What  of  people  so  mentally  handi¬ 
capped  as  to  make  such  confession 
impossible?  What  of  those  who  are 
bom  and  die  without  ever  hearing 
the  name  Jesus?  What  of  infants? 

Acrobatic  theologies  such  as  an 
“age  of  accountability”  just  won’t 
cut  it  as  an  answer.  There  is  still 
much  to  consider  and  debate. 

Ken  Calhoun 
West  Columbia,  Texas 

He  should  reconsider 

1  wanted  to  respond  to  Phil  Hall’s 
article  in  the  Jan.  17  issue  head¬ 
lined,  “My  motivation.  Not  money 
but  my  faith.” 

My  college  degree  is  in  journal¬ 
ism  as  well,  but  as  evidenced  by  my 

Faithfully  yours 


stationery,  I’m  a  practicing  finan¬ 
cial  planner.  I  find  that  my  commu¬ 
nications  skills  and  Christian  faith 
combine  into  an  unbeatable  formu¬ 
la  for  personal  success  in  the  finan¬ 
cial  services  industry. 

My  definition  of  personal  suc¬ 
cess?  “With  the  grace  of  God,  hap¬ 
pily  living  beneath  my  means  while 
serving  others.” 

My  years  as  a  financial  services 
professional  have  provided  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  help  people  become  bet¬ 
ter  stewards  of  their  personal 
finances  and  make  bequests  to  their 
churches  and  other  charities  as  well. 
On  occasion  I’ve  had  opportunities 
to  witness  to  clients  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  when  only  a  stranger  would  do. 

Finally,  the  scheduling  flexibility 
that  the  career  allows  has  permitted 
me  to  serve  as  district  lay  leader,  lay 
speaker,  volunteer  and  local  church 
officer. 

Mr.  Hall  might  want  to  reconsider 
the  financial  services  industry.  As  he 
rightly  noticed,  there’s  plenty  of  room 
for  practicing  Christians  in  the  field. 

Robert  Good 
Rome,  New  York 


A  friendly  suggestion 

1  appreciated  the  concern  for  the 
homeless  demonstrated  by  David 
Meade  in  the  Feb.  7  issue  and  also  his 
frankness:  “I  was  tired  and  irritable.” 

His  closing  prayer  was,  “I  pray 
that  the  next  time  someone  looks, 
they  will  see  Him  in  me.” 

With  no  criticism  intended, 
might  not  that  prayer  be  better  an¬ 
swered  if,  the  next  time  Mr.  Meade 
looks  at  a  homeless  person,  he  sees 
the  face  of  the  Christ  in  that  bat- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


tered,  homeless  one? 

Fred  Strathdee 
Banning,  California 

Evangelist  defended 

The  news  report  in  the  Jan.  24  is¬ 
sue  headlined  “Evangelist  assails 
author’s  idea  on  salvation”  might 
more  correctly  be  headlined:  “One 
evangelist  assails  another  evange¬ 
list’s  understanding  of  salvation.” 

The  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson  is 
a  noted  evangelist  in  the  Wesleyan 


tradition  who  is  highly  regarded  in 
this  country  and  abroad  for  his  chal¬ 
lenging  proclamation  of  the  Gospel. 

Many  of  us  in  United  Methodism 
have  been  nurtured  and  strength¬ 
ened  in  our  witness  to  Christ 
through  his  evangelistic  ministry. 

Many  United  Methodists  would 
sharply  critique  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam’s  own  understanding  of 
the  evangelistic  task  of  the  church. 
Wilson  T.  Boots 
White  Plains,  New  York 


THE"  CURRENT  RECESSION  FORtlNCr 
N\.E  TO  RETHINK  HV  STRONG- 
OPPOSITION  TO  THE  RICH  SHARING 
THEIR  WEALTH  WITH  THE  POOR. 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con-  . 
cerns  about  issues  i 
facing  the  church. 

Bishop  /.  Lloyd  Knox  I 
is  episcopal  leader  \ 

of  United  Method-  _ 

ism's  Birmingham  Area. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed ,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


"An  increased  Hispanic 
presence  . . .  would  be 
an  asset  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  not 
only  in  terms  of 
numbers,  but  also  in 
terms  of  what  Hispanics 
bring  to  our  church  . . 

What  an  exciting  thought!  Laity 
and  clergy  working  to  reach  a  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  population  that  has  been 
almost  overlooked  by  our  church. 

Most  Hispanics  have  a  Roman 
Catholic  culture,  but  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  them  attend  no  church  at  all. 
Many  Hispanics  have  not  related  to 
our  traditional  ministry  because  of 
lack  of  work  opportunities  and  poor 
housing.  Some  of  these  are  among 
the  poorest  in  our  nation,  but  they 
are  deeply  spiritual  and  should  re¬ 
spond  to  a  lay  missioner  approach. 

I  speak  to  this  issue  not  only  as  a 
former  missionary  and  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  but  as  a  bishop  who  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  church  structure. 

An  increased  Hispanic  presence 
and  active  participation  in  the 
church  would  be  an  asset  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  not  only 
in  terms  of  numbers,  but  also  in 
terms  of  what  Hispanics  bring  to 
our  church — deep  faith,  serious  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  joy  in  the  faith  and  the 
ability  to  translate  their  faith  into 
acts  of  mercy  and  justice. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Commit  your  way  to  the  Lord; 
trust  in  Him  and  He  will  act.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Philippians  2:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  37:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  37:5-1 1 
Wednesday:  Genesis  45:3-11,15 
Thursday:  Luke  6:27-31 
Friday:  Luke  6:32-38 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  15:35-38 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:42-50 


Sacramental  focus  prepared  me  for  surgery 


What  others  are  saying  5 


In  late  January  I  received  a  dismay¬ 
ing  diagnosis  from  my  gynecologist. 
The  discomfort  I’d 
felt  for  three  weeks 
was  an  ovarian  cyst 
“of  significant 
size.”  My  doctor  , 
advised  immediate 
surgery  to  remove  | 
cyst  and  ovaries. 

At  my  doctor’s  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
words,  cold  fear  gripped  me.  I’d  had 
similar  surgery  two  years  ago;  I  knew 
how  much  pain  and  how  long  a  recu¬ 
peration  were  likely.  Overshadowing 
my  memories  was  the  apprehension 
that  this  recent  growth  was  malignant. 

The  night  after  the  diagnosis, 
when  I  couldn’t  sleep,  I  began 
searching  the  Gospel’s  healing  narra¬ 
tives.  I  read  the  instructions  regard¬ 


ing  healing  in  the  epistle  of  James. 

I  came  away  from  that  dark  night 
knowing  I  wanted  my  soul  well  pre¬ 
pared  to  face  this  crisis  of  my  body. 

So  the  next  day  I  asked  my  col¬ 
league,  Stephen  Swecker,  if  he,  as 
an  ordained  minister,  would  anoint 
me  before  surgery.  In  obedience  to 
what  I  understood  from  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  I  sought  to  be  sacramentally 
focused  for  my  ordeal,  to  ask 
Christ’s  healing  intercession,  and  to 
surrender  myself  to  God’s  will. 

Stephen  graciously  offered  to  ar¬ 
range  a  brief  service  of  communion 
and  anointing  with  the  help  of  our 
mutual  friend,  Logan  Jones,  a  hos¬ 
pital  chaplain. 

I  invited  colleagues,  friends  and 
family  to  join  us.  I  notified  relatives 
and  friends  in  Florida  of  my  situa¬ 


tion  and  our  plans  and  asked  them 
to  be  in  prayer  for  me  at  the  time  of 
our  worship. 

When  it  came  time  to  worship  on 
that  night,  our  “congregation”  filled 
the  tiny  hospital  chapel.  We  shared 
in  the  Lord’s  Supper  and  prayed  and 
sang  together.  After  Logan  read 
James  5:13-16,  Stephen  marked  a 
cross  in  oil  on  my  forehead  and  con¬ 
cluded  our  service  with  a  blessing. 

I  hugged  my  way  out  of  the  room. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  went  un¬ 
der  anesthesia  calmly  and  confi¬ 
dently.  I  awoke  to  pain  but  not  to 
the  searing  agony  I  remembered 
from  two  years  ago. 

Despite  some  difficulty,  my  doc¬ 
tor  successfully  removed  a  hemor¬ 
rhaging  cyst  and  the  damaged 
organs.  The  pathology  report 
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showed  the  cyst  was  benign. 

Unbeknownst  to  me  as  I  lay  in  the 
hospital,  our  act  of  worship  was  hav¬ 
ing  a  profound  effect  on  my  col¬ 
leagues  and  friends.  They  later  told 
me  they  talked  a  lot  the  next  day 
about  the  service’s  significance  to 
them.  I  was  surprised  to  read  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Reporter  an  editorial 
offering  copies  of  the  healing  service 
to  our  readers  (see  UMR,  Feb.  7). 

The  response  to  our  invitation 
has  been  impressive.  Besides  doz¬ 
ens  of  mail  requests,  we  received  a 
faxed  request  for  the  service  from  a 
pastor  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  who 
wanted  it  immediately  for  a  parish¬ 
ioner  facing  emergency  surgery. 

Equally  impressive  has  been  my 
rapid  recovery,  amazing  my  doctor, 
my  visitors  and  myself. 

Since  I  came  home  to  recuperate, 
I  have  pondered  with  awe  all  that 
has  happened  these  past  few  weeks. 
In  sum,  my  witness  is  this: 

When  I  surrendered  my  suffering 
to  God,  God  not  only  eased  my  suf¬ 
fering.  God  also  consecrated  my 
surrender  and  strengthened  others’ 
faith  in  a  living  Almighty  who 
works  in  the  world  today — far  be¬ 
yond  what  we  ask  or  expect. 

I  don’t  know  a  better  definition 
of  a  miracle. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


“If  you  have  an  idea  for  an  out¬ 
reach  ministry  and  you  sense  that 
your  local  church  may  not  respond 
well  to  your  idea,  let  someone  else 
be  that  agent  for  God’s  mission. 
Don’t  let  the  group  react  to  people; 
let  them  react  to  the  program. 

— The  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas 

*  *  * 

“For  too  long  we  have  preached 
reconciliation  as  individual  conver¬ 
sion,  as  if  I  just  personally  needed 
to  get  my  life  back  on  track  .... 


The  message  is  not  personal.  We  are 
empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  do 
.  . .  mission  and  outreach  to  the 
community  around  us.” 

— The  Rev.  Phy  Xuan  Ho,  associate 
pastor.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pomona,  Calif. 

*  *  * 

“It  is  so  tough  to  make  a  Chris¬ 
tian  out  of  a  baby  in  today’s  world 
that  it  takes  almost  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation  to  do  it.” 

— The  Rev.  William  Willimon, 
chaplain,  Duke  University. 
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of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
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KEEPING  UMs  POSTED:  The  March- 

April  issue  of  “The  Saturday  Evening  Post” 
contains  a  four-page  story  titled  “United  Meth¬ 
odists  on  the  Move.”  In  the  first  of  a  series  of 
articles  exploring  the  role  of  major  U.S.  reli¬ 
gious  denominations,  the  Post  describes  United 
Methodism  as  being  “long  on  good  works,  pri¬ 
marily  middle  class,  incurably  optimistic,  zeal¬ 
ously  missionary  and  touchingly  confident  of 
the  essential  goodness  of  the  man  next  door.” 
The  president  of  the  church’s  official  communi¬ 
cations  agency,  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job,  described  the 
article  as  “a  positive,  upbeat  portrayal  of  our 
denomination.”  A  sample  reprint  of  the  article 
will  be  sent  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  to  all  38,000  local  United  Methodist 
churches. 


DIVIDED  BRITISH  METHODISTS: 

A  controversy  over  whether  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  should  be  accepted  as  Methodist  clergy 
in  Great  Britain  threatens  to  split  British  Meth¬ 
odists  no  matter  how  the  question  is  answered. 
A  commission  on  human  sexuality  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  present  a  report  on  the  subject  to  the 
1993  conference  of  the  denomination.  No  debate 
on  the  subject  is  scheduled  for  this  year’s  confer¬ 
ence  June  24-July  2  in  Newcastle,  but  two  open 
letters  have  been  released,  both  endorsed  by 
prominent  Methodists.  One  letter  says  homosex¬ 
uality  is  "contrary  to  God’s  will.”  The  second  says 
such  a  “rigidly  fixed  position”  “can  only  be  a  hin¬ 
drance”  to  the  committee’s  process. 


Church,  town  confront  HIV  outbreak 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Last  October,  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  Freddie  Wade  learned 
something  no  school  superinten¬ 
dent  wants  to  hear:  HIV,  the  vi¬ 
rus  that  causes  AIDS,  had 
reached  his  high  school. 

Out  of  197  students  in  his  Bo- 
gata,  Texas,  high  school,  six  were 
confirmed  HIV  carriers.  Experts 
say  this  is  tragically  high. 

When  the  news  became  public 
last  week,  Mr.  Wade,  his  stu¬ 
dents,  school  and  town  got 
caught  in  a  storm  of  national  me¬ 
dia  attention. 

Bogata  is  a  small  farming  and 
ranching  community  near  the 
Texas-Arkansas-Louisiana  border. 

Subjected  to  insults 

Mr.  Wade,  a  member  of  Bogata 
United  Methodist  Church,  found 
his  students  subjected  to  insults  by 
students  in  neighboring  communi¬ 
ties.  When  the  girls’  basketball 
team  played  another  team,  oppos¬ 
ing  students  and  players  reported¬ 
ly  chanted,  “HIV,  HIV”  and 
“Don’t  touch  me.” 

Several  athletic  events  have 
been  cancelled  by  opposing  teams. 

Yet,  when  Mr.  Wade  recently 
addressed  reporters  gathered  in 


the  school  auditorium,  he  said,  “If 
our  efforts  open  eyes  nationally  to 
the  need  for  education  and  pre¬ 
vention  programs  . . .  and  we  save 
just  one  life,  then  we  think  all  this 
has  been  well  worth  it.” 

Mr.  Wade  learned  about  the 
infected  students  last  fall  from 
the  Ark-Tex  Council  of  Govern¬ 
ments,  which  has  a  contract  with 
the  Texas  Department  of  Health. 

After  consulting  with  his  dis¬ 
trict’s  board  of  education,  Mr. 
Wade  and  the  school  principal 
decided  to  tell  the  students  that 
the  virus  had  reached  their 
school.  They  began  a  series  of 
educational  programs  to  raise 
awareness  of  the  disease  and  how 
to  avoid  it. 

Sought  to  alert  town 

Ironically,  the  Rev.  Robert  I. 
Bush,  pastor  of  Bogata  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  congrega¬ 
tion  member  Dona  Spence,  the 
AIDS  counselor  at  the  Ark-Tex 
Council  of  Governments,  had 
started  trying  to  raise  the  1,500- 
population  community’s  awareness 
of  AIDS  more  than  two  years  ago. 

“Dona  was  quite  concerned 
about  this  international  epidemic 
and  its  proliferation,”  Mr.  Bush 
told  the  Reporter. 


Together  in  July  1989  they 
held  a  church-community  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  subject  attended  by 
about  20  concerned  adults  and 
youths,  he  said. 

“When  the  dust  settles”  in  the 
present  situation,  he  said,  anoth¬ 
er  church-community  meeting 
will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Bo¬ 
gata  and  other  churches. 

He  is  expecting  a  larger  turn¬ 
out  this  time. 

“All  it  takes  is  one  infected 
person  and  the  cases  mush¬ 
room,”  he  continued.  “In  no 
place  is  that  felt  greater  than  in 
Red  River  County  right  now.” 

Concern  for  students 

Mr.  Bush  said  his  greatest  con¬ 
cern  is  for  the  unnamed  students 
who  tested  positive  for  the  virus 
and  their  families  and  friends. 

“It’s  only  a  matter  of  time  be¬ 
fore  the  virus  becomes  AIDS 
which  leads  to  the  extinction  of 
life,”  he  said.  “The  sheer  panic  of 
these  people  must  be  extreme.” 

To  reach  these  students,  he 
said,  the  church  needs  to  become 
such  an  obviously  sincere  and 
caring  community  that  the  stu¬ 
dents  can  override  their  deep- 
seated  need  of  secrecy  and  find 


their  way  to  the  church. 

Mr.  Bush  said  he  has  learned 
through  his  involvement  in  sev¬ 
eral  1 2-step  programs  of  the  need 
for  absolute  confidentiality. 

Mr.  Bush  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  Drug  and  Al¬ 
cohol  Task  Force  which  empha¬ 
sizes  a  12-step  approach  to 
substance  abuse  problems. 

Some  1  2-step  programs  for 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  include 
people  with  AIDS. 

The  connection  between  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  and  the  sexual 
behavior,  both  heterosexual  and 
homosexual,  that  increases  the 
risk  of  AIDS  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  a  number  of  studies. 

For  example,  the  Search  Insti¬ 
tute  nationwide  survey  of  47,000 
students,  grades  6-12,  found  that 
for  every  100  students  who  use  il¬ 
licit  drugs,  chances  are  that  84 
will  be  involved  in  risky  sexual 
behavior. 

It  is  believed  that  risky  sexual 
behavior  is  responsible  for  HIV 
positive  status  of  the  six  students 
in  Bogata,  Texas. 

“If  this  can  happen  in  a  little 
school  district  like  ours,”  Mr. 
Bush  said,  “who  knows  what’s 
happening  elsewhere?” 


Help  is  available 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  its  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Department,  supports 
annual  conference  and  local 
church  projects  with  resources 
for  AIDS  education. 

Included  are  lists  of  churches 
which  have  active  ministries  to 
AIDS  patients  and  their  families. 
Programs  for  teens  are  also  avail¬ 
able. 

More  information  about  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  AIDS  ministries,  is 
available  from  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10015. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


POINTS  OF  LIGHT:  The  Rev.  Ardith  O. 
Ernst,  pastor  of  Lexington  (Neb.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  named  by  President  Bush  as 
the  646th  Daily  Point  of  Light.  Mr.  Bush  began 
the  program  early  in  his  presidential  term  as  a 
way  to  recognize  people  or  organizations  who 
are  addressing  social  problems  through  commu¬ 
nity  service.  The  64-year-old  minister  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  taking  the  lead  in  starting  Haven 
House,  a  temporary  shelter  and  support  service 
for  migrant  workers.  Mr.  Emst  has  also  helped 
establish  an  Hispanic  Awareness  Center  which 
offers  counseling  and  sponsors  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  for  migrant  workers. 


Two-way  mission 


Raisa  and  Oleg  Tkhorik,  ages  13  and  16, 
are  Ukrainians  who  fled  to  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  under  ministry  of  Genesis  United 
Methodist  Church.  Now  they're  providing 
two  voices  for  "The  Sunshine  Factory,"  a 
pilot  program  the  Fort  Worth-based  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Radio-TV  Commission  hopes  to 
telecast  soon  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 


Year  later,  anti-abortion  statement  reviewed 


Disciplinary  statement  on  abortion 

The  beginning  of  life  and  the  ending  of  life  are  the  God-giv¬ 
en  boundaries  of  human  existence.  While  individuals  have  al¬ 
ways  had  some  degree  of  control  over  when  they  would  die, 
they  now  have  the  awesome  power  to  determine  when  and 
even  whether  new  individuals  will  be  born. 

Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  unborn  human  life  makes  us  re¬ 
luctant  to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are  equally  bound  to  re¬ 
spect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and  well-being  of  the  mother, 
for  whom  devastating  damage  may  result  from  an  unaccept¬ 
able  pregnancy.  In  continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching,  we 
recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may  justify  abor¬ 
tion,  and  in  such  cases  support  the  legal  option  of  abortion  un¬ 
der  proper  medical  procedures. 

We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  acceptable  means  of  birth 
control,  and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a  means  of  gender 
selection. 

We  call  all  Christians  to  a  searching  and  prayerful  inquiry 
into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that  may  warrant  abortion.  Gov¬ 
ernmental  laws  and  regulations  do  not  provide  all  the  guid¬ 
ance  required  by  the  informed  Christian  conscience. 

Therefore,  a  decision  concerning  abortion  should  be  made 
only  after  thoughtful  and  prayerful  consideration  by  the  parties 
involved,  with  medical,  pastoral,  and  other  appropriate  counsel. 

— United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline,  par.  71g. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

RALEIGH,  N.C.— The  New 
Testament  does  not  speak  direct¬ 
ly  about  abortion  but  it  does 
speak  to  abortion,  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  scholar  and 
writer  on  the  topic. 

According  to  Michael  J.  Gorman 
of  Baltimore,  Christians  must  “ac¬ 
knowledge  the  New  Testament’s  si¬ 
lence  on  abortion  per  se”  as  a  step 
toward  developing  a  biblical  per¬ 
spective  on  the  issue. 

Dr.  Gorman,  an  ethicist  at  St. 
John’s  Seminary,  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  school  in  Baltimore,  was  ad¬ 
dressing  some  50  invited  church 
members,  pastors  and  scholars 
who  met  Feb.  10  in  Raleigh  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  “Durham  Declaration.” 

The  year-old  document,  which 
bears  the  name  of  the  nearby 
North  Carolina  city  where  it  was 
drafted,  calls  the  church,  on  theo¬ 
logical  grounds,  to  take  a  stance 
against  abortion. 

His  was  one  of  four  papers  pre¬ 
sented  in  support  of  the  Durham 
Declaration  to  a  gathering  which 
included  many  of  the  document’s 
original  signatories. 

The  1,000-word  Durham  Dec¬ 
laration  was  issued  last  March  by 
30  United  Methodists,  lay  and 
clergy,  including  Stanley  Hauer- 
was,  a  Christian  ethicist  at  Duke 
Divinity  School  in  Durham  and 
a  participant  in  the  Feb.  10  meet¬ 


ing.  Since  its  release,  an  estimat¬ 
ed  600-800  church  members 
have  signed  the  statement. 

Welcoming  the  unborn 

In  his  22-page  paper,  Dr.  Gor¬ 
man  stated  that,  despite  its  si¬ 
lence  on  abortion,  “the  New 
Testament,  both  in  principle  and 
as  embodied  in  early  Christian 
communities,  leads  us  away  from 
abortion  and  toward  protecting 
and  welcoming  the  unborn.” 

Echoing  themes  emphasized  by 
the  three  other  presentations  made 
during  the  day-long  meeting,  Dr. 
Gorman  said  that  the  Durham 
Declaration’s  opposition  to  abor¬ 
tion  rests  on  “three  fundamental 
New  Testament  convictions: 

“We  are  not  our  own  but 
God’s;  we  are  members  of  Christ 
and  of  one  another;  and  welcom¬ 
ing  children  is  an  integral  part  of 
Christian  discipleship.” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Stallsworth  of 
Creswell,  N.C.,  moderator  of  the 
meeting  and  another  of  the  30  ini¬ 
tial  signatories  to  the  Durham 
Declaration,  said  that  the  purpose 
of  the  document  and  of  this  fol¬ 
lowup  meeting  was  not  primarily 
to  change  the  church’s  official 
stance  on  abortion  (see  right). 

“Our  goal  is  not  directly  to  affect 
legislative  policy  but  to  affect  the 
head  and  heart  of  the  church 
through  teaching,  preaching  and 
practice,”  Mr,  Stallsworth  said. 


He  added  that  this  approach  is 
hard  for  some  church  members 
to  understand  since  “we’re  so  ac¬ 
customed  to  dealing  with  things 
legislatively  and  procedurally.” 

Mr.  Stallsworth  did  indicate, 
however,  that  a  report  of  the 
meeting  may  be  sent  to  the  nearly 
1,000  elected  delegates  to  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  which  meets 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

A  key  statement  in  the  Durham 
Declaration  urges  the  church,  as 
an  alternative  to  abortion,  to  pro¬ 
vide  “hospitality”  to  mothers  with 
unwanted  pregnancies. 

Provides  a  safe  refuge 

“We  pledge,  with  God’s  help, 
to  become  a  church  that  hospita¬ 
bly  provides  safe  refuge  for  the 
so-called  ‘unwanted  child’  and 
mother,”  states  one  of  nine  vows 
included  in  the  declaration. 

A  paper  by  Ruth  Brown,  of  Do¬ 
than,  Ala.,  related  to  that  specific 
part  of  the  Durham  Declaration 
presented  case  studies  of  “crisis 
pregnancy”  ministry  and  called  on 
United  Methodists  to  become  a 
“sheltering  church”  for  women  and 
families  in  crisis  pregnancies. 

In  a  similar  vein,  a  paper  by 
the  Rev.  William  Willimon, 
Duke  University  chaplain,  com¬ 
mended  the  sacrament  of  bap¬ 
tism  as  the  basis  for  the  church’s 
ministry  of  hospitality,  including 


its  willingness  “to  welcome  peo¬ 
ple  whom  we  don’t  even  know.” 
including  unbom  children. 

Likewise,  Dr.  Hauerwas’  paper 
stated  that  “biology  does  not 
make  parents  in  the  church.  Bap¬ 
tism  does.” 

“The  Christian  approach  [to 
abortion]  is  not  one  of  deciding 


when  has  life  begun  but  hoping 
that  it  has,”  Dr.  Hauerwas  stated. 

Funding  for  the  Durham  Decla¬ 
ration  meeting  was  provided  by 
the  unofficial  Task  Force  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  on  Abortion  and 
Sexuality  based  in  Ephrata,  Pa. 
Ms.  Brown  is  the  new  executive 
secretary  of  that  group. 


Thundering  theologian  paying  price  for  her  convictions 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Religious  News  Service 

MADISON,  N.J. — The  tiny  Kore¬ 
an  woman  who  turned  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  seventh  assem¬ 
bly  on  its  head  last  year  with  her  con¬ 
fession  that  she  no  longer  believed  in 
an  “omnipotent,  macho  warrior  God 
who  rescues  all  good  guys  and  pun¬ 
ishes  all  bad  guys”  has  had  to  pay  a 
practical  price  for  her  convictions. 

“Your  life  will  never  be  the  same 
again,”  one  woman  veteran  of  five 
WCC  assemblies  told  Professor 


Chung  Hyun-Kyung  after  hearing 
her  invoke  the  spirits  of  martyred 
people  in  history  along  with  the 
spirit  of  “brother  Jesus”  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Following  the  theological  thunder 
that  attended  her  February  1991 
talk  in  Canberra,  Australia,  Dr. 
Chung  has  found  out  just  how  cor¬ 
rect  the  observer  was. 

Received  death  threats 

The  theologian  recently  told  an 
audience  at  United  Methodist-relat¬ 


ed  Drew  University  in  Madison 
that  she  has  received  death  threats 
in  the  months  since  she  gave  her 
keynote  address,  which  included  a 
performance  with  Korean  and  Aus¬ 
tralian  aboriginal  dancers  and  a 
shamanist  paper-burning  ritual  for 
freeing  spirits. 

She  said  she  has  been  forced  to 
move  from  her  campus  housing  at 
Ewha  Woman’s  University  in  Seoul, 
where  she  teaches  systematic  theol¬ 
ogy.  Her  telephone  line  also  was 
tapped,  causing  her  to  abandon  it. 

The  Orthodox  churches  strongly 
protested  her  remarks  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  accused  her  of  “apos- 
tacy”  and  “syncretism”  namely  the 
indiscriminate  mingling  of  different 
religious  elements. 

Orthodox  theologians  also  called 
her  a  “heretic”  and  “pagan.” 

The  Orthodox  have  since  sus¬ 
pended  their  membership  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S. A.  and  are  re-eval- 
uating  their  relationship  with  the 
Geneva-based  World  Council. 

None  of  this  surprises  Dr.  Chung, 
a  Presbyterian  theologian  who 
trained  at  the  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Claremont  School  of  Theology 
in  California  and  the  Women’s  Theo¬ 
logical  Center  in  Boston  and  who  be¬ 
came  the  first  Korean  woman  to 
obtain  a  doctorate  from  Union  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  New  York. 

The  time  spent  in  the  United 
States  made  it  difficult  to  return  to 
Korea,  she  told  RNS  following  her 
delivery  of  Drew  University’s  Nelle 
Morton  Lecture,  The  late  Professor 


Morton,  a  United  Methodist  theo¬ 
logian  at  Drew  and  a  woman  Dr. 
Chung  came  to  know  while  studying 
in  California,  is  considered  a  fore¬ 
runner  of  feminist  theology. 

'Too  sophisticated' 

Her  U.S.  sojourn  made  her  “too 
sophisticated”  in  others'  eyes,  she 
said.  Students  didn’t  trust  her,  her 


friends  questioned  her,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  her  church  doubted  that  she 
was  one  of  them. 

Much  of  this  suspicion,  she  said, 
owed  to  the  Korean  view  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  as  a  colonial  power. 

But  Dr.  Chung's  mission  of  self- 
discovery  taught  her  that  she  was 
more  than  her  U.S.  credentials  and 
contacts  and  that  her  religious  tra¬ 


ditions  went  beyond  Presbyterian¬ 
ism  which,  like  much  of 
Christianity  in  Korea,  follows  fun¬ 
damentalist  practices. 

“I  discovered  my  bowel  is  shaman¬ 
ist  bowel,  my  heart  is  Buddhist  heart 
and  my  head  is  Christian  head,”  Dr. 
Chung  said  of  the  many  influences 
contributing  to  her  identity. 

Following  the  headlines  generat¬ 
ed  at  Canberra,  ”1  became  every¬ 
one’s  theological  fantasy,”  the 
professor  said.  “I  felt  very  theologi¬ 
cally  lonely  and  misunderstood.” 

When  a  German  film  crew  flew  to 
Seoul  to  document  a  day  in  the  life 
of  this  controversial  woman,  she  de¬ 
cided  she  had  to  “get  real  honest” 
with  her  audience.  Dr.  Chung  said 
she  had  to  recognize  that  “God 
speaks  through  Buddha,  through 
shamans  (priests  who  use  magic  to 
divine  the  hidden)  and  through 
Christ  in  my  culture.” 

'Victims  of  poverty' 

She  described  herself  and  other 
women  as  victims  of  “anthropologi¬ 
cal  poverty,”  which  she  defined  as 
the  condition  of  not  trusting  one’s 
own  history  and  traditions. 

“When  we  don’t  trust  ourselves, 
our  traditions  and  our  power,  we 
become  divided,"  she  said.  “When 
we’re  divided,  we  lose  our  power  of 
resistance  and  of  liberation.” 

Reminding  her  listeners  that 
Christianity  has  absorbed  elements 
of  Hellenism,  Judaism  and  many 
European  and  other  cultural  com¬ 
ponents,  she  said,  “I’m  as  syncretist 
as  you  are,  but  I’m  admitting  it.” 


A  Multiple  Choice 
Question  For  Persons 
Interested  in  Seminaiy: 

Which  United  Methodist  seminary  will  you  choose? 

The  13  United  Methodist  seminaries  are  preparing  tomorrow's 
leaders  today.  Merit  scholarships,  racial  ethnic  scholarships 
and  need  based  financial  aid  are  available.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  United  Methodist  seminary  of  your  choice. 

•  Boston  University,  School  of  Theology,  Boston,  MA.  (617)353-3036;  •  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)727-6326;  •  The  Theological  School, 
Drew  University,  Madison,  NJ,  (201)408-3111;  •  Duke  University  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  NC,  (919)660-3436;  •  Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)527-7707; 

•  Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  IL,  (800)7364627;  •  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver  CO,  (800)678-3360;  •  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio,  Delaware, 
OH,  (800)333-6876;  •  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX,  (214)692-2293;  •  Saint 
Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO,  (800)825-0378;  •  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont,  Claremont,  CA,  (714)626-3521;  •  United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  OH, 
(800)322-5817;  •  Wesley  Theological  Seminaiy,  Washington,  DC,  (800)8824987 

"A  Tradition  of  Excellence" 

A  project  ol  The  Association  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  the  Lilly  Endowment  Project. 
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One  year  ago  Korean  Presbyterian  theologian  Chung  Hyun-Kyung 
captured  world  attention  by  lighting  a  fire  under  the  World  Council 
of  Churches.  In  the  accompanying  story,  she  tells  how  she's  paying 
the  price. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

LETTERS  TO  COD':  Children’s 

thoughts  and  voices  will  be  used  in  “Letters  to 
God,”  a  radio  campaign  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  West  Ohio  conference.  The  30-second  and 
60-second  spots,  tagged  “Remember,  you,  too, 
are  a  child  of  God,”  will  air  on  30  radio  stations 
in  West  Ohio’s  four  major  media  markets  and 
four  smaller  markets  in  late  February. 

CLERGYWOMEN'S  GATHERING: 

Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  (Minnesota 
Area)  will  be  the  celebrant  and  preacher  during 
the  “Deep  South  Clergywomen’s  Gathering,” 
Feb.  24-25  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

MOUNTING  FOOD  DRIVE:  For  the 

relief  of  the  starving  in  the  name  of  friendship 
and  peace!”  That  message,  written  in  Russian 
by  native  Nicholas  Willas,  was  enclosed  in 
some  16  boxes  of  food  this  month  by  the  300- 
member  Tryon  (N.C.)  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  boxes  were  slated  for  Operation 
Soviet  Food  Lift,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  At  least  220 
boxes  were  collected  from  United  Methodists  in 
the  Western  North  Carolina  area. 

LAYMAN  APPOINTED:  Jack  MacAl- 

lister,  a  member  of  Castle  Rock  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Denver,  was  recently  named 
chairman  of  the  Business  Advisory  Council  of 
the  United  States  Agency  for  International  De¬ 
velopment.  Mr.  MacAllister,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  U.S.  West  Inc.,  was  with  the  Bell  Sys¬ 
tem  for  many  years  and  became  president  of 
Northwestern  Bell  in  1975.  He  is  on  the  boards 
of  the  National  Park  Foundation  and  the  Ket¬ 
tering  Foundation. 

EAGLE  HONORS:  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  child  care  organizations  in  Ohio,  Georgia 
and  Illinois  and  a  retirement  community  in 
West  Virginia  have  gained  Educational  Assess¬ 
ment  Guidelines  Leading  toward  Excellence 
(EAGLE)  recognition  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Association  of  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries.  Recognized  are  Flat  Rock  (Ohio)  Home 
and  Care  Center;  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
and  Youth  in  Macon,  Ga.;  Chaddock,  a  child 
and  family  service  organization  in  Quincy,  Ill.; 
and  GlenWood  Park  Retirement  Village  in 
Princeton,  W.Va. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Stain-glass  windows 
depict  Jesus ,  black 
historical  figures 


PHOTO  BY  IIMMY  WALKER 


LOS  ANGELES — The  Rev.  M.  Andrew  Robinson-Gaither  (right),  pastor  of  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Los  Angeles,  stands  in  front  of  five  stained-glass  windows  depicting  "The  Last  Sup¬ 
per"  in  the  church  fellowship  hall.  Displayed  as  "disciples"  are  images  of  historical  black  fig¬ 
ures.  With  the  pastor  are  Theresa  Sharp,  chairperson  of  the  church's  committee  on  religion  and 
race,  and  her  granddaughter,  Donia  Sharp. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES — A  five-panel 
stained  glass  rendition  of  Jesus 
during  “The  Last  Supper”  greets 
members  and  visitors  to  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  of  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles. 

But  these  figures  in  warm, 
bright  colors  are  not  the  ones  seen 
in  untold  numbers  of  churches 
across  the  country.  Those  typically 
display  reproductions  of  Leonardo 
da  Vinci’s  famous  painting . 

What  is  different,  says  the  Rev. 
M.  Andrew  Robinson-Gaither, 
pastor  of  the  200-member 
church,  is  that  these  “disciples” 
are  images  of  black  leaders  from 
U.S.  and  African  history. 

The  windows  are  based  on  a 
painting  by  Cornell  Barnes,  a 
black  artist  from  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Robinson-Gaither  said 
when  the  congregation  was  re¬ 
modeling  the  church,  he  showed 
his  members  a  print  of  Mr. 
Barnes’  painting  and  asked  mem¬ 
bers  to  sponsor  these  stained- 
glass  windows.  He  contended 
that  these  windows  would  give 
the  congregation  and  community 
a  sense  of  who  they  are  as  black 


people. 

The  windows,  created  from 
faceted,  hand-chipped,  glass  were 
completed  in  July  1990. 

Today,  as  Faith  members  show 
visitors  this  unusual  art,  they  say 
it  enhances  their  “Afro-centric 
Christian  spirituality.” 

This  is  especially  true,  they 
say,  in  February — during  Black 
History  Month — when  the  con¬ 
gregation  features  such  events  as 
a  black  history  “bowl,”  a  “Har- 
ambee”  worship  service  featur¬ 
ing  a  soul  food  dinner  and  a 
cultural  and  educational  presen¬ 
tation  following  “the  divine  wor¬ 
ship  hour.” 

The  windows  show  Jesus,  the 
Christ,  surrounded  by  Malcom  X, 
human  rights  leader,  W.E.B.  Du- 
Bois,  author,  educator,  and  civil 
rights  leader,  Booker  T.  Washing¬ 
ton,  scholar,  orator,  leader  and 
statesman;  Paul  Robeson,  athlete, 
actor,  scholar,  and  singer,  Drew 
Ali,  Moorish  science  leader  and 
activist;  Frederick  Douglass,  ex¬ 
slave,  statesman,  educator,  and 
champion  of  civil  rights;  and 
Kwame  Nkruma,  president  and 
leader  of  Ghana. 

Also  depicted  in  the  windows 


are  the  Rev.  Martin  L.  King,  Jr., 
minister,  civil  rights  leader  and 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner;  Elijah 
Muhammad,  minister,  Muslim 
leader,  and  social  activist;  Harri¬ 
et  Tubman,  ex-slave,  “conduc¬ 


tor”  of  the  underground  railroad, 
human  rights  activist;  Mary 
McLeod  Bethune,  scholar  (Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman),  school  founder, 
civil  rights  activist;  and  Marcus 
Garvey,  leader  of  the  back-to-Af- 


rica  movement. 

Mr.  Robinson-Gaither  said  the 
artist  also  created  an  unidentifi¬ 
able  figure  to  represent  Judas, 
because  “there  is  one  in  every 
generation.” 


Pastor  claims  misquote  in  capital-punishment  case 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Jim  Smith,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Amarillo, 
Texas,  says  he  was  misquoted  by 
the  Associated  Press  as  saying  he 
favored  the  execution  of  convict¬ 
ed  rapist  and  murderer  Johnny 
Frank  Garrett. 

Mr.  Garrett,  28,  was  executed 
by  lethal  injection  Feb.  11  in 
Huntsville,  Texas,  for  the  1981 
Halloween  rape  and  murder  of  a 


76-year-old  nun  at  an  Amarillo 
convent. 

Shortly  before  the  execution 
the  Associated  Press  article 
quoted  Bishop  Leroy  Matthiesen 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese 
of  Amarillo  as  saying,  “Forgive 
him  and  spare  him.” 

The  article  then  indirectly 
quotes  Mr.  Smith  as  saying,  “No, 
let  him  die.” 

Mr.  Smith  denies  he  said  that. 

“What  I  did  say,”  he  told  the  Re¬ 


porter,  “was  that  I  understood  the 
bishop’s  plea  for  forgiveness.  That 
should  be  the  stance  of  the  church. 

“But  we  also  recognize  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  state.  There  comes  a 
point  in  criminal  justice  when  the 
state  must  protect  the  citizens  from 
criminal  acts  of  violence. 

“  ‘Let  him  die’  doesn't  leave 
much  room  for  compassion,”  Mr. 
Smith  continued.  “[That]  is  incon¬ 
sistent  with  my  work  as  a  minister 
and  our  work  as  a  church.” 


Mr.  Smith,  48,  is  pastor  of 
1,600-member  St.  Stephen’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Amarillo. 

The  United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  speak  decisively 
against  capital  punishment.  The 
church’s  policymaking  General 
Conferences  have  also  adopted 
resolutions  urging  elimination  of 
capital  punishment  from  all 
criminal  codes. 

“I  don’t  advocate  the  death 


penalty,”  Mr.  Smith  said,  “and  I 
don’t  advocate  war.  But  there 
comes  a  point  in  maintaining 
world  stability  that  drastic  action 
must  be  taken. 

“We  preach  life;  we  teach  life; 
we  believe  in  life,”  he  continued. 
“But  when  people  go  so  far  in  the 
opposite  direction  of  that,  that 
brings  sad  consequences.  The 
death  penalty  is  one  of  those  sad 
consequences  we  wrestle  with  as 
Christians  and  as  a  society.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. _ 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  bedroom.  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  NURSERY 
SCHOOL.  Suburban  church  seeks  experienced 
director  for  existing  1 30  child  program.  Resumes 
and  inquiries  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

1 630  Hinman  Avenue.  Evanston.  IL  60201 . _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  to 
coordinate  all  youth  activities,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  grades  6-12.  Applicant  should  have  re¬ 
lated  experience  and  should  be  available  immedi¬ 
ately.  Large,  vibrant  church  with  large,  active 
youth  groups  already  functioning.  Community 
size  50,000  with  easy  access  to  major  cities  in  VA 
and  NC.  Salary  negotiable.  Mount  Vernon  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  107  West  Main  St.,  Danville,  VA 
24541,  Attn:  John  Vine. _ 

CHIEF  FISCAL  OFFICER  sought  by  Baltimore 
Conference.  Criteria:  commitment  to  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  the  ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church;  be  supportive  of  the  theology,  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  polity  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  commitment  to  the  church  as  demon¬ 
strated  by  personal  stewardship  of  time,  talent, 
resources;  ability  to  work  cooperatively  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  individuals  and  groups  in  a  collegial  rela¬ 
tionship  (without  regard  to  race,  gender,  age,  or 
handicapping  conditions);  ability  to  deal  with 
criticism  in  a  constructive  and  non-abrasive  man¬ 
ner.  ability  to  be  an  effective,  positive,  and  enthu¬ 
siastic  interpreter  of  connectionalism,  steward¬ 
ship.  and  United  Methodist  programs  (to  local 
churches,  districts,  and  conference  agencies  and 
individuals).  Significant  experience:  in  manage¬ 
ment.  specifically  budgeting,  personnel  manage¬ 
ment.  planning,  fund  accounting,  reporting;  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  computers  and  automated 
procedures  (I13M-NOVELL  NET)  expected; 
broad  based  experience  in  the  life  of  the  church, 
not  only  on  the  local  level,  but  at  the  district  and 
conference  levels,  etc.;  Bachelor’s  Degree.  Salary, 
by  formula,  $42,480  plus  $10,000  housing,  bene¬ 
fits.  Position  available  7/1/92.  Send  resume  by 
Feb.  29  to:  Rev.  Roland  Brown;  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
7538  Main  St.,  Sykesville,  MD  21784. _ 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Col¬ 
lege  Age  Ministries.  Full-time  position  at  1500- 
member  church.  Experience  required.  Planning, 
coordinating,  and  administering  of  very  large 
youth  and  college  program.  Lay  or  clergy.  Send 
resumes  to:  Rev.  G  Robert  Grimes,  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church,  10010  Anderson  Mill 
Rd  ,  Austin,  TX  78750. _ 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  —  full-time  for  a 
large,  exciting,  fast  growing  church.  Must  be  com¬ 
puter  literate  (Shelby  software  —  a  plus),  a  fast 
learner,  and  have  excellent  people  and  manageri¬ 
al  skills.  Experienced  only.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Church  Administrator,  7111 
Washita  Way,  San  Antonio.  TX  78256. _ 

WANTED  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR,  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members).  Mul¬ 
tiple  staff  church  with  new  innovative  program 
model.  Qualifications  —  M.A.  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  Salary  open.  Please  submit  application  by 
April  1st  to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
120098,  Nashville.  Tennessee  37212.  Tel.  (615) 
373-1493. _ 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  of  Music 
for  2800-member  church.  Music  program  in¬ 
cludes  9  singing  and  4  ringing  choirs,  and  many 
special  concerts,  2  per  year  with  orchestra.  3 
Manual  Schantz  organ  (1969)  with  antiphonal. 
Candidate  must  demonstrate  strong  Christian 
commitment  and  above  average  playing  skills. 
Salary  range  $20,000-S22,000  plus  additional 
benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Organist  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  2416  W. 
Cloverdale  Park.  Montgomery.  AL  36106.  Phone 
(205)  834-8990.  Position  open  March  15.  1992, 
but  a  starting  date  of  May  1-June  15  is 
acceptable. 

DCE  AND  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES,  Fifty-fif- 
ty  Sunday  school  and  program:  600  members, 
worship  200,  Sunday  school  90.  University  town. 
Applications  through  March  31.  Begin  June  1. 
Education  —  MA  in  religion.  SPRC,  First  UMC, 
314  W.  College  Ave.,  Silver  City,  NM  88061, 
Attn:  Rev.  Robert  Bellows. 


PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12  school 
seeks  Director  of  Church  Giving.  Must  possess 
strong  writing  and  speaking  skills,  be  able  to  mar¬ 
ket,  organize,  and  implement  a  multi-faceted 
church  development  program,  and  have  a  strong 
church  relationship.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience  and  education.  Travel  required.  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline  3/31/92.  Superintendent, 

WANTED!  A  set  of  the  Baking  Soda  Bird  Cards 
which  were  popular  in  the  early  1900’s.  Contact: 
Ed  Otwell,  5345  Weddington  Ct.,  Fort  Worth, 
TX  76133,(817)294-5505. 

RIGHT  BRAIN  AND  RELIGION.  Dalton!  A 
study  of  religion  in  context  of  right  and  left- 
brain  theory.  SI  1.95.  Big  Blue  Books,  Box  1627- 
M,  Lakeside,  CA  92040. 

87532-0127. 

ADOPTION  —  Mom,  Dad  and  I  want  to  adopt  a 
baby.  I  am  four  and  really  want  to  be  a  big  broth¬ 
er.  Call  Nikki  (310)  473-3422  collect. 

PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12  school 
seeks  Chaplain,  beginning  August.  1992.  Prefer 
ordained  clergy  with  a  teaching  background.  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Superintendent,  McCurdy  School,  P.O.  Box  127, 
Espanola.  NM  87532-0127. 

STEEL  AND  FIBERGLASS  CHURCH  Steeple. 
28  foot  tall,  five  foot  wide.  Good  condition. 
S600.00.  Western  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church.  2820  Laredo.  Fort  Worth.  TX.  (817) 
244-1153. 

ORGANIST  FOR  ACTIVE.  GROWING  music 
program  at  2500-member  church  in  So.  Florida. 
Skilled  in  contemporary,  classical,  accompani¬ 
ment,  sight-reading,  teaching.  Call  for  appoint- 
ment:  (407)  622-5278. 

WANT  TO  BUY:  a  set  or  any  issues  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  old  “Together”  magazine.  James  Harris, 
1502  W.  Locust,  Durant,  OK  74701. 

VACATION  BARGAIN  —  Lovely  vacation  cot¬ 
tage  in  Smokey  Mountains  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
NC.  Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  deck.  Location 
30  minutes  away:  Asheville,  Cherokee  Indians, 
Gatlinburg,  Maggie  Valley  and  other  unforgetta¬ 
ble  places.  S225.00  weekly,  $90.00  week-end. 
Call  Don  at  (404)  552-8888. 

MAIN  STREET  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries  for  a  church  of  1,000 
members.  Experience  and  academic  work  related 
to  youth  work  preferred.  Excellent  salary  and 
benefits  are  available  depending  upon  applicant’s 
education,  skills  and  experience.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  and  inquires  to:  Joseph  W.  Hurston,  712 
Main  Street,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 

CHRISTIAN  BOOKS.  For  free  list  of  top  selling 
adult  and  children  Christian  books  and  giant 
print  Bibles  send  SASE:  Chapel  Books,  Dept. 
UMR-4,  P.O.  Box  1661,  Sherman,  TX  75091. 

MINISTER  OF  ASSIMILATION/DISCIPLESHIP 
needed  at  non-traditional  United  Methodist 
Church  committed  to  church  renewal  (average  at¬ 
tendance  1200).  Responsible  for  assimilation  of 
visitors/new  members  into  the  church  as  well  as 
coordination  of  meta-church  small  group  process. 
Must  be  committed  to  priesthood  of  all  believers, 
have  strong  administrative  skills.  Experience 
with  large  staff  ministry  necessary.  Send  resume: 
Senior  Pastor,  Ginghamsburg  United  Methodist 
Church,  7695  S.  County  Road  25A,  Tipp  City, 
OH.  45371. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 1 38,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

POPULAR  PASTORS  WANTED!  New  York 
based  publishing  company  will  write  and/or  pub¬ 
lish  your  book  at  no  cost  to  you!  Welstar  Publica¬ 
tions  (212)  928-7528. 

FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 
tor.  New  position.  Master's  Degree  preferred 
with  experience.  Ability  to  coordinate  and  direct 
Christian  education  programs  for  all  ages  with 
the  emphasis  on  youth.  Write  or  call  for  applica¬ 
tion:  Susan.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  621 
Little  Bayou  Black  Drive,  Houma,  LA  70360, 
(504)  868-7787.  Complete  application  due  April 

1,  1992. 

DISCOVERY  —  EUREKA  SPRINGS.  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Beautiful  Ozark  mountain  retreat  for  church 
groups  and  family  reunions.  Private  setting,  240- 
acres.  lodging,  kitchen,  dining  hall,  large  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  tennis  court,  basketball,  hiking,  canoe 
float  trips.  (501)  253-8367. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re- 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager.  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Friendly  and  energetic 
1900-member  church  seeks  Program  Director. 
Musts:  3  to  5  years  experience  in  coordinating 
educational  programs;  Ability  to  develop  and  im- 
plement  stand  alone  programs  as  well  as  manage 
continuity  of  entire  church  activities;  Relate  to  all 
age  groups.  Self  starter.  Problem  solver.  Enthusi¬ 
astic;  Be  able  to  communicate  one’s  faith  authen¬ 
tically,  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate.  Reply 
with  resume  to:  PPR  Search  Committee,  3900 
Meadowbrook  Drive,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76103. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vi  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive. 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  850-mem¬ 
ber  church.  $18,000  a  year.  Resumes  and  inqui¬ 
ries  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  41 1  Sec¬ 
ond  Street,  Natchitoches,  LA  71457. 

SOUND  OF  MUSIC  TOUR:  May  18-29.  1992; 
Germany,  Switzerland.  Austria.  Limited  to  22 
persons,  For  brochure  contact:  Rev.  Walter  Wnek 
(617)  631-9345;  18  Cedar  St..  Marblehead,  MA 
01945. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

RUSSIA-SCANDINAVIA  June  19-July  9,  1992. 

Visit:  Russia,  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Den¬ 
mark.  Contact:  Rev.  E.  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis. 
Dallas,  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  save  SSS. 
Catalog  Si.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  Walk  the  paths  of  Jesus 
with  us  to  Israel-Sinai-Egypt.  June  15-26.  Call 
(410)  546-3512  or  (410)  749-41 57. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

GROUP  TOUR  SPECIALISTS.  Royce 
Hardaway  Tours  of  Dallas  has  announced  several 
escorted  group  tours  for  1992:  Guatemala  and 
Costa  Rica  March  12-25,  San  Diego  March  19- 
24.  Big  Bend  River  Trip  April  5-8,  Norwegian 
Coastal  Voyage  June  3-16,  Alaska  land  and  cruise 
August  25-September  5,  and  numerous  day  ex¬ 
cursions  out  of  Dallas.  For  information  call  (214) 
348-8723  or  800-536-8723. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac- 

“CHRISTIAN  ORIGINS  IN  GREAT  Britain.”  A 
scenic/study  tour  of  England  and  Scotland  focus¬ 
ing  on  historic  sites  associated  with  origins  of 
Catholic,  Anglican,  Congregational,  Presbyterian 
and  Methodist  Christian  movements  —  Lindis- 
farne  and  Iona  included.  Study  tour  leader.  Dr. 
Lycurgus  M.  Starkey,  Jr.,  August  6-21,  1992. 
CELTs  and  seminary  credit  available.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  1-800-444-9250. 

quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

WANTED:  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  manage  tent  and  trailer  campground.  Must 
have  own  trailer.  Position  runs  from  April  1 1 ,  to 
September  1 1.  1992.  Contact:  Greene  Hills 
Camp,  Barce,  PA  (8 1 4)  669-42 1 2. 

2  proverbs 
help  define 
mission  visit 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— When  United 
Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of 
New  York  was  in  Ghana  recently, 

.  he  heard  two  African  proverbs  that 
help  define  the  mission  experience: 

“One  must  come  out  of  one’s 
home  to  begin  learning”  and  "How¬ 
ever  big  one  eye  may  be,  two  eyes 
are  better.” 

Learning  and  observation  were 
keys  to  Bishop  White’s  official  epis¬ 
copal  visit  to  Ghana  and  Nigeria. 
Accompanied  by  New  York  Confer¬ 
ence  cabinet  members,  he  also  visit¬ 
ed  Sierra  Leone  at  the  request  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Thomas 
Bangura. 

In  Nigeria,  the  group  toured  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  work  in  the 
northern  Kano  region  and  found 
members  excited  about  becoming  a 
full  annual  conference  in  May. 

The  oldest  ecumenical  project, 
the  Sudan  interior  mission,  contin¬ 
ues  to  minister  “in  an  overwhelm¬ 
ing  Muslim  environment,  where 
tensions  have  been  quite  strong,” 
said  Bishop  White. 

In  Jalinjo,  a  heavily  Christian 
section  of  Nigeria,  the  governor  of 
the  newly  created  state  is  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman. 

Mission  projects  there  include  ag¬ 
ricultural  development  and  the  Ku- 
masi  Lake  Clinic,  which  cares  for 
persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  “in  an  area  where  no  medical 
care  would  be  available  if  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  were  not  at  work.” 

Aftereffects  of  the  Liberian  civil 
war  are  being  felt  in  the  Bo  region 
of  Sierra  Leone,  where  Liberian 
guerrillas  have  attacked. 

“Everyone  told  stories  of  close 
family  members  who  have  been 
killed  or  are  missing,”  he  said 

In  addition,  Sierra  Leone  itself  is 
under  a  severe  economic  depres¬ 
sion,  complicating  efforts  of  United 
Methodists  there  to  repair  a  second¬ 
ary  school  that  housed  Liberian  ref¬ 
ugees  and  to  refurbish  Rottifunk 
Hospital  “to  restore  the  medical 
services  that  are  so  desperately 
needed,”  Bishop  White  explained. 

He  praised  the  work  of  Operation 
Classroom,  a  project  initiated  by 
the  Indiana  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


inside  story'  told  on  evangelist 

ATLANTA — Bishop  and  Mrs.  James  K.  Mathews  (Albany  Area) 
recently  treated  participants  at  a  symposium  on  evangelism  to 
an  evening  of  "insider"  stories  about  Mrs.  Mathews'  father, 
celebrated  Methodist  evangelist  E.  Stanley  Jones.  Mrs.  Math¬ 
ews  traveled  throughout  India  as  her  father's  secretary  and 
helped  him  write  his  many  best-selling  books.  The  symposium 
was  sponsored  by  the  Foundation  for  Evangelism,  which  funds 
E.  Stanley  Jones  chairs  of  evangelism  at  three  United  Methodist 
seminaries.  Complete  coverage  of  the  symposium  will  appear 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


Intentionality  stressed 
in  church  mission  design 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES — Designing  a 
mission  program  for  your  local 
church  takes  more  than  saying,  “We 
want  to  be  in  mission,”  says  the 
Rev.  Jose  Palos  of  San  Antonio, 
Texas. 

A  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  missionary  specializing  in 
congregational  development  for  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference, 
Dr.  Palos  contends  that  local 
churches  must  intentionally  devel¬ 
op  a  process  for  outreach  ministry. 

His  presentation  was  made  re¬ 
cently  during  "A  Call  to  Mission: 
Local  churches  serving  local  com¬ 
munities.”  The  four-day  meeting 


was  attended  by  100  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  church  leaders  from  the  Western 
region  (see  UMR,  Feb.  14). 

“A  mission  design  is  how  your  lo¬ 
cal  church  puts  a  mission  program 
together;  How  your  church  selects 
it,  administers  it,  resources  it  and, 
most  importantly,  your  church’s  re¬ 
lationship  to  it,”  said  Dr.  Palos. 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the 
step-by-step  process  for  a  mission 
design  session. 

/  Identify  the  need  or  issue. 

/  Validate  the  need  and  create  a 
mission  design  group. 

S  Prepare  a  mission  design;  deter¬ 
mine  the  mission  goals. 

/  Determine  the  strategy,  commu¬ 
nications,  public  relations  and  evalu¬ 
ation. 


FEBRUARY  21,  1992 


Faith  dimensions  5 

The  United  Methodist  'ml 

REPORTER  ™ 

Site  lends  monastic  ruins  drama 


Cashel  of  the  Kings  was  backdrop  to  St  Patrick  shamrock  speech 


Ireland's  Rock  at  Cashel,  above  the  plains  of  Tipperary, 
has  a  dramatic  Christian  history.  The  fifth  century  struc¬ 
ture  has  housed  kings  and  princes  of  the  church.  Christian 
art  treasures  have  been  discovered  there.  It  is  one  of  the 
cradles  of  Irish  Christianity. 


By  JOHN  J.  DUNNE 

The  Rock  of  Cashel — Cashel 
of  the  Kings — that  majestic  out¬ 
crop,  wonder  of  the  rolling  plains 
of  Tipperary,  with  its  extraordi¬ 
nary  bleak  monastic  ruins,  is 
probably  the  most  theatrical  ear¬ 
ly  Christian  site  in  the  world. 

It  is  a  dramatic,  stark  silhou¬ 
ette  against  the  cloud-flecked 
skies  of  southern  Ireland. 

The  Rock  rears  its  precipitous 
bulk  300  feet  above  the  Tipper¬ 
ary  plains,  its  sheer  sides  rising 
imperiously  to  a  flat  summit  that 
extends  for  about  two  acres. 

This  was  a  superb  site  for  the 
cashel,  or  stone  fort,  constructed 
in  the  fifth  century  for  the  King  of 
Munster  and  source  of  its  name. 

Backdrop  of  legends 

It  was  the  backdrop  also  to  one 
of  the  best  known  legends  of  Irish 
Christianity. 

It  was  here  that  St.  Patrick  was 
preaching  when  he  used  the  trefoil 
shamrock  as  an  illustration  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  divine  trinity. 

The  king  believed,  decided  to 
embrace  the  new  faith  and  was 
baptized. 

Other  years  brought  other  per¬ 
sonalities,  including  King  Henry 
II,  to  this  lordly  grandstand  that 
commands  the  countryside. 

In  1101  it  was  presented  to  the 
church  by  Murtough  O’Brien,  and 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  was 
raised  to  the  dignity  of  archbishop. 


A  gem  among  the  buildings  on 
the  rock  is  Cormac’s  chapel,  a 
unique  structure  with  two  towers 
that  dates  from  about  1127,  the 
time  an  Irish  abbot  in  Bavaria 
sent  a  mission  to  his  native  land. 

Among  the  missionaries  were 
several  craftsmen  who  were  to  in¬ 
fluence  Irish  church  architecture. 
The  chapel  thus  has  a  number  of 
continental  features,  although  its 
high-pitched  stone  roof  is  in  the 


native  manner. 

The  chapel’s  south  wall  door¬ 
way  has  a  carved  stone  tympa¬ 
num  depicting  a  huge  beast  being 
attacked  by  a  centaur. 

The  chapel  contains  a  stone 
sarcophagus  regarded — although 
its  estimated  age  does  not  en¬ 
dorse  this — as  the  tomb  of  King 
Cormac,  who  built  the  chapel. 

When  the  coffin  was  first  dis¬ 
covered  it  was  found  to  contain 


the  magnificent  Cormac  Crozier 
now  in  the  National  Museum  of 
Ireland  in  Dublin. 

The  cathedral  is  a  cruciform 
building  without  aisles,  surmount¬ 
ed  by  a  central  tower  approached 
by  winding  stairs  off  the  south 
transept  and  terminated  at  one 
end  in  a  residential  castle. 

Burned  by  an  earl 

The  cathedral  suffered  damage 
in  1495  when  it  was  burned  by 
Gerald,  Earl  of  Kildare. 

When  the  earl  was  asked  by 
King  Henry  VII  why  he  had  set 
fire  to  the  building,  Gerald  re¬ 
plied  that  he  had  done  so  because 
he  thought  the  archbishop  was 
inside! 

The  king  was  amused,  and 
when  it  was  remarked  to  him  that 
all  Ireland  could  not  rule  Gerald, 
King  Henry  replied:  “Then  he 
shall  rule  all  Ireland.” 

The  cathedral  was  unroofed 
and  abandoned  in  1748,  it  is 
said,  because  its  archbishop 
could  not  drive  his  coach-and- 
four  up  the  steep  rock  to  the 
great  west  door. 

Few  surviving  early  Christian 
sites — and  there  are  many  such 
in  Ireland — register  with  the 
same  physical  impact  or  impress 
with  the  spiritual  influence  as 
does  Cashel  of  the  Kings. 

Mr.  Dunne  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Dublin,  Ireland,  and  an  occasional 
contributor  to  the  Reporter. 
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'Nova'  offers  a  spaceship  view  of  earth 


IMAX  SPACE  TECHNOLOGY  PHOTO 

On  Nova's  ''An  Astronaut's  View  of  Earth,"  space  photography,  music  and  the  scriptural  musings  of  as¬ 
tronauts  focus  on  the  fragile  blue  planet  as  the  common  home  of  humanity. 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  Rev.  Joan  Campbell,  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 
recently  suggested  to  a  group  of 
United  Methodist  clergy  that  we 
need  a  new  vision  of  ecumenism 
based  on  caring  for  the  “whole 
household  of  God.” 

An  appropriate  image  for  this, 
she  said,  is  the  earth  as  seen  from 
space,  “a  shining  jewel  in  the  sky 
without  artificial  barriers  of  country 
or  politics,  a  world  in  which  we  are 
truly  ‘ecumenical’ — ‘all  of  one 
household.’  ” 

Those  who  have  never  been  in 
space,  and  particularly  those  whose 
view  of  the  world  has  been  formed 
by  fiat  maps  or  globes  with  sqfcerT 
imposed  political  and  national 
boundaries,  can  get  a  glimpse  of 
this  startling  perspective  on  our 
planet  by  watching  the  episode  of 
“Nova”  which  airs  on  most  public 
television  stations  March  17. 

Beware  of  pledge  drive! 

It  is  only  fair  to  warn  you  that  this 
episode  comes  during  “pledge 
week” — a  form  of  solicitation  which 
makes  the  worst  stewardship  sermon 
you  ever  heard  seem  absolutely  in¬ 
spired  by  comparison. 

This  installment  (“An  Astronaut's 
View  of  Earth”)  of  a  justly-praised  sci¬ 
ence  series  features  William  Shatner’s 
narration  and  commentary  by  veteran 
astronauts  Kathryn  Sullivan,  Charles 
Bolden  and  John  Blaha. 

There  is  also  some  wonderful,  other¬ 
worldly  music  composed  and  per¬ 
formed  by  David  Byrne. 

Circling  the  globe 

The  climax  of  the  program  is  an 
armchair  tour,  circling  the  globe, 
from  the  perspective  of  an  astro¬ 
naut. 

This  program  is  more  than  just 
entertainment.  We  hear  Col.  Bol¬ 


den  recount  the  events  of  the  Exo¬ 
dus  as  we  see  a  panoramic  view  of 
the  Nile  Valley  and  the  Red  Sea. 

We  learn  how  everyone  who 
blasts  off  into  space  seems  to  return 
a  confirmed  environmentalist,  con¬ 
vinced  of  our  planet’s  fragility. 

Col.  Bolden  says  that  from  orbit 
“You  can  look  down  and  watch  the 
silt  run  off  the  island  of  Madagas¬ 
car,  or  silt  coming  out  of  a  lot  of  the 
rivers  along  the  Gulf  Coast  of  the 
United  States.  And  you  realize  that 
we  are  really  taking  a  little  bit  of 
this  thing  that  God  has  given  us  and 
we  are  throwing  it  away.” 

John  Blaha  confesses  that  “the 
Kuwaiti  oil  fires  just  jump  right  out 


at  you. . . .  I’m  a  technical  guy  and  a 
flyer,  and  I’ve  been  that  all  my  life. 
I  never  thought  I  would  boost  envi¬ 
ronmentalism,  but  without  a  doubt, 
the  Earth  . .  .  has  a  very  fragile-look¬ 
ing  environment  from  space.  We 
need  to  take  care  of  that.” 

(The  oil  fires  in  Kuwait  have 
been  extinguished.) 

Inequality  within  the  human  fam¬ 
ily  is  so  great  that  it  is  visible  from 
hundreds  of  miles  up:  the  growing 
disparity  between  the  over-devel¬ 
oped  northern  hemisphere  and  the 
impoverished  south  is  apparent  by 
the  glow  of  lights  at  night. 

Mr.  Shatner  comments  that  “what 
stands  out  is  the  darkness  of  the  en¬ 


tire  southern  hemisphere.  And  some 
of  the  light  we  do  see  is  fire  consum¬ 
ing  the  rain  forest.” 

The  final  theologizing  is  left  to 
Col.  Bolden: 

“The  perspective  you  get  from 
space  is  that  . . .  there  are  no  divid¬ 
ing  lines  between  people  or  between 
nations  and  that  ...  it  all  looks  like 
one  big  happy  Earth.  And  then  you 
wonder,  why  can't  it  be  that  way? 
You  know  that  it  really  ought  to  be 
able  to  be  that  way. 

“Except  for  mankind’s  selfishness 
and  greed  and  things  like  that.  . . . 
But  people  have  got  to  dream  and 
think  that  way  or  we  are  never  go¬ 
ing  to  get  there.” 


Moment  of  inspiration 


Family  furniture  becomes  a  repository  of  memories 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Furniture  serves  at  least  three 
functions. 

It  is  made  to  be  used — to  sit  on, 
to  lie  on,  to  put  things  on,  to  put 
things  in,  or  to  eat  off  of. 

It  is  also  designed  to  give  pleasure 
by  its  appearance,  whether  by  fabric 
texture  and  color,  shape,  style, 
grain,  proportion,  or  ornamenta¬ 
tion. 

When  you  select  new  furniture, 
you  ask  yourself  “how  does  it  feel  or 
work  and  how  does  it  look.” 

The  third  function  is  more  subtle. 

Furniture  is  a  repository  of  mem¬ 


ories.  These  memories  are  not  in¬ 
herent  in  the  piece  itself;  they 
become  associated  with  the  piece  by 
the  people  who  have  it  over  the 
years.  And  these  memories  are  not 
transferrable  if  the  piece  changes 
ownership. 

I  have  a  charming  150-year-old 
chair  with  hand-carved  scroll  work, 
gracefully  curved  legs,  rich  mahoga¬ 
ny  wood  and  a  needlepoint  seat. 

To  most  people  who  happen  to 
notice  it,  this  delicate  chair  in  the 
corner  of  the  living  room  is  just  a 
pretty  chair. 

But  to  me  it’s  my  grandfather’s 
chair.  I  remember  when  he  brought 
it  home  from  a  farm  sale  in  upstate 


New  York.  I  was  about  10. 

It  was  one  of  a  rickety,  paint- 
splotched  set  of  four.  He  took  them 
to  his  workshop  out  in  the  bam.  He 
stripped  them  down  coat  by  coat  to 
the  beautiful  solid  mahogany.  He 
sanded  and  polished  and  varnished 
and  sanded  and  polished  and  var¬ 
nished  and  wet-sanded  and  pol¬ 
ished. 

Slowly  he  gave  the  finish  a  silky- 
smooth,  lustrous  three-dimensional 
depth. 

Meanwhile,  my  grandmother 
made  needlepoint  seat  coverings — a 
dark  blue  background  with  an  an¬ 
tique  rose  bouquet  in  the  center. 

For  me,  the  chair  stirs  memories 


of  working  alongside  my  grandfa¬ 
ther,  sanding  a  leg  during  a  hot 
summer  afternoon  in  a  bam  that 
had  sand  dust  motes  dancing  in 
shafts  of  light  and  the  intoxicating 
smells  of  varnish  and  thinner. 

They’re  good  memories — and  at 
the  time  he  probably  didn’t  know 
he  was  giving  me  such  a  wondrous 
legacy.  Someday  soon  run  your 
hand  over  your  own  furniture  to 
evoke  its  memory  bank  for  you. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  so¬ 
ciety,  is  director  of  development  for 
the  Christian  Community  Service 
Agency  in  Miami,  Fla. 
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Cooperation  pledged 

MAGADAN,  Siberia — Archbishop  Francis  T.  Hurley  of  An¬ 
chorage,  Alaska,  accepts  a  rosary  from  Russian  Orthodox  Bish¬ 
op  Arkadi  in  a  recent  celebration  in  Siberia  of  Russian 
Orthodox  Christmas.  The  two  have  pledged  cooperation  in  the 
former  Soviet  republic. 


History  of  Hymns— = 

Hymn  has  Swedish  origins 


O  Lord  my  God!  when  I  in  awesome 
wonder 

Consider  all  the  worlds  thy  hands 
have  made. 

/  see  the  stars.  I  hear  the  rolling 
thunder. 

Thy  pow'r  throughout  the  universe 
displayed; 

Then  sings  my  soul,  my  Savior  God 
to  thee; 

How  great  thou  art,  how  great  thou 
art * 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn  had  its  beginnings  in 
1 886  in  the  mind  of  a  Swedish  lay 
preacher. 

Carl  Boberg  preached  in  his 
hometown,  edited  a  Christian  news¬ 
paper  and  served  more  than  12 
years  in  the  Swedish  Parliament. 

He  wrote  “O  Store  Gud”  and  set 
the  words  to  a  Swedish  folk  melody 
of  unknown  origin. 

Words  and  music  first  appeared 
in  several  periodicals,  then  were 
published  in  Boberg’s  weekly  paper 
in  1891. 

A  German  translation  appeared 
in  1907  and  became  popular  in 
Germany. 

From  the  German  text,  a  Russian 
translation  was  made  and  published 
in  Moscow  in  1927. 

That  same  year  Stuart  K.  Hine, 
an  English  Methodist  missionary  to 


the  western  Ukraine,  first  heard  the 
song.  Later,  while  working  in  a  Car¬ 
pathian  mountain  village  in 
Czechoslovakia,  he  translated  the 
first  stanza  into  English  during  a 
thunderstorm. 

Later  Mr.  Hine  added  the  second 
and  third  stanzas  that  were  not  so 
much  a  translation  as  his  own  cre¬ 
ation. 

Mr.  Hine  returned  to  England  in 
1939,  at  the  beginning  of  World 
War  II,  and  printed  the  hymn  in  a 
leaflet. 

During  the  Billy  Graham  Crusade 
in  England  in  1 954,  one  of  the  leaf¬ 
lets  was  given  to  George  Beverly 
Shea.  Mr.  Shea  and  Cliff  Barrows 
introduced  the  song  during  the  To¬ 
ronto  Crusade  in  1955. 

In  the  ensuing  decades  the  hymn, 
now  translated  into  many  lan¬ 
guages,  has  become  truly  a  favorite 
among  Christian  people  throughout 
the  world. 

From  a  recent  survey  of  Method¬ 
ist  churches  in  New  England.  Linda 
J.  Clark  of  Boston  University’s 
School  of  Theology  reported  “How 
Great  Thou  Art”  as  being  the  No.  1 
favorite  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Praise  My  Soul,  the  King  of  Heaven" 

*c Copyright  1953,  Renewed  1981  by  Manna  Music, 
Inc.,  25510  Ave.  Stanford,  Suite  101,  Valencia,  CA 
91355.  International  copyright  secured.  All  rights 
reserved.  Used  by  permission. 


Dear  Deborah _ 

Molested  child  is  afraid 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  8  years  old  so  I  cannot  write 
too  good. 

My  big  brother  did  something  to 
the  girl  next  door  and  my  Mom  is 
really  mad  that  the  mother  over 
there  told  the  police.  He  also  did 
things  to  me  and  I  know  now  it  was 
wrong. 

I  am  afraid  to  tell  my  mother.  She 
didn’t  believe  the  mother  next  door 
and  she  will  be  awful  mad  at  me. 
What  do  you  think  I  should  do? 

Please  don’t  put  my  name  in  the 
paper. 

Dear  Child  of  God: 

I  am  glad  you  could  write  to  me.  I 
will  keep  you  in  my  prayers. 

Please  figure  out  which  adult  you 
trust  the  most  and  talk  to  her  or  him. 
It  might  be  your  pastor  or  church 
school  teacher  or  maybe  someone  at 


school  or  a  relative  like  your  grand¬ 
mother.  The  two  of  you  can  decide 
what  you  should  do. 

Perhaps  your  special  adult  friend 
can  talk  to  your  brother  and  be  sure 
he  knows  he  must  not  do  anything  to 
you  again.  Together  you  can  decide 
whether  to  tell  your  mother. 

You  are  a  brave  girl  and  you  can 
handle  this  with  the  help  of  our  spe¬ 
cial  friend  Jesus  and  a  special  adult 
you  trust.  You  are  not  to  blame  for 
what  your  brother  did  to  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Poem  of  the  Week 


TRUTH 

“You’ll  know  the  truth,  the  truth  will  set  you  free.” 

These  famous  words  of  the  man  from  Galilee 

Are  carved  in  stones  on  schools  throughout  our  land; 

A  well  known  phrase  which  few  men  understand. 

What  is  this  truth  which  men  forever  seek? 

Does  might  make  right?  Are  blessings  on  the  meek? 

Is  it  in  the  stars,  or  in  psychology, 

This  mighty  truth  by  which  men  are  set  free? 

This  truth  can  very,  very  easily  be  found. 

In  John  1 4  these  words  of  Jesus  do  resound: 

“I  am  the  truth,”  that  is  what  Jesus  said. 

The  truth  is  He  who  for  you  freely  bled. 

And  now  you  know  the  greatest  truth  of  all. 

It  can  be  yours  if  you  will  heed  His  call. 

And  you  can  dwell  with  Him  eternally. 

HE  IS  THE  TRUTH,  and  He  will  set  you  free! 

—JOHN  E.  ANDERSON 
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THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Of 

PEOPLES  UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

PRESENTS 

CYNTHIA  WILSON-FELDER 

IN  CONCERT 

SATURDAY ,  MARCH  7,  1992 
7:00  P.M. 


At 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


3401  CANAL  BLVD.,  N.O., 

LA 

ADDITIONALLY  A 

FEES 

CITY-WIDE  CHOIR  WORKSHOP 

WORKSHOP,  MUSICAL ... 

. $10.00 

FIRST  STREET  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

2309  DRYADES  STREET,  N.O.,  LA 

w/lunch 

13.50 

THURSDAY  &  FRIDAY,  MARCH  5  &  6, 1992 
7:30-9:00  P.M. 

MUSICAL  only  . 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  7, 1992 

8:00  A.M.  TO  3:00  P.M. 

CLINICIAN 

"I  WILL  SING  WITH  THE  SPIRIT,  BUT  1 

1  WILL  SING  WITH  THE 

CYNTHIA  WILSON-FELDER 
TOPICS 


UNDERSTANDING  ALSO/ 


I  CORINTHIANS  14:15 


CHOIR  DECORUM 
MUSIC  IN  THE  SCRIPTURES 
BASIC  SIGHT  READING  (Mini-Course) 
EXPLORING  and  DISCOVERING  the  UNITED  METHODIST 

HYMNAL 

& 

SUPPLEMENTARY  MUSIC  RESOURCES 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINE 
FEBRUARY  26,  1992 


APPLYING  MUSIC  MINISTRY  TO 
VISION  2000  PRINCIPALS 


INFORMATION  AND  RESERVATIONS 
(504) 588-1064 
899-9593 
524-1041 


A  renowned  vocalist,  music  director,  and  clinician,  Cynthia  Wilson-Felder  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  New  Orleans.  She  earned  a  B.A.  Degree  from  Dillard  University  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  a  Masters  of  Sacred  Music  from  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas.  She  currently  serves  as  the  Diaconal  Minister  of  Mu¬ 
sic  at  Hamilton  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

Mrs.  Wilson-Felder’s  interest  in  music  was  nurtured  by  her  father,  the  late  Rev.  Eli 
Wilson,  Sr.  founder  of  the  Ora-Vista  Baptist  Church.  Beginning  with  appearances 
with  her  five  brothers  on  Rev.  Wilson’s  weekly  radio  program  over  thirty  years  ago, 
Mrs.  Wilson-Felder  has  inspired  millions  with  her  3'/i  octave  vocal  range  and  spiritu¬ 
al  ministry.  As  a  result,  her  musical  talent  and  expertise  have  been  widely  sought 
throughout  the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Canada,  Bermuda,  Australia  and  Israel. 
She  is  an  accomplished  performer  who  has  appeared  on  stage,  radio,  television  and 
on  recordings. 

She  has  recorded  with  the  Donald  Vails  Choraleers  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  the  late 
Rev.  James  Cleveland,  and  with  the  contemporary  gospel  group  “JOY”  produced  by 
the  late  Rev.  Charles  Nicks  on  the  Savoy  label.  Mrs.  Wilson-Felder  has  recorded  a 


CYNTHIA  WILSON-FELDER 

solo  album,  “There’s  Another  Witness,”  on  the  I  Am  That  I  Am  label  and  has  com¬ 
pleted  working  on  a  Christmas  recording  project. 

Her  numerous  other  credits  include  an  appearance  on  the  United  Methodist 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  television  program,  worship  song  leader  for  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  in  1989-90,  song  leader  for  the  Interdenominational  Conference  on  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministry  in  1990,  featured  soloist  at  THE  GATHERING  of  United  Methodists 
from  all  over  the  world  in  1 990,  and  numerous  concerts  and  choir  clinics. 

Mrs.  Wilson-Felder  was  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  National  Task  Force 
which  developed  the  “Songs  of  Zion,”  the  compilation  of  Black  Spirituals  and  Hymns 
published  in  1981  and  a  consultant  to  the  Book  of  Worship  revision  committee.  She 
was  a  contributor  to  “Come  Sunday,”  a  companion  volume  to  the  “Songs  of  Zion” 
and  was  included  in  the  1989  volume  of  Who’s  Who  in  International  Music  pub¬ 
lished  in  Cambridge,  England. 

She  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Luther  B.  Felder  II,  pastor  of  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Arlington,  Texas.  They  are  the  proud  parents  of  two  daughters,  Chiantia 
and  Llewon 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 

William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrlll,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Badbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  associate  editor  of  special  pages 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
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Let  Lent  Be  A  Time 
For  Spiritual  Renewal  — 

Even  In  Appointment-Making 

Bishop  Dwight  Loder  once  said  that  bishops  need  an  abundance  of  en¬ 
ergy  because  the  episcopacy  is  a  twenty-eight-hour-a-day,  eight-day-a- 
week  job. 

This  energy,  according  to  Loder,  is  easily  sapped  by  the  demands  upon 
a  bishop’s  time.  He  says,  “Spiritual,  physical,  psychological  and  mental 
depletion  makes  burnout  almost  inevitable.”(Note  the  word  of  grace: 
“almost!”) 

Lent  is  a  time  when  each  of  us  has  an  opportunity  for  replenishment 
and  renewal  —  for  a  bishop,  for  ail  clergy,  for  every  layperson. 

But  I  must  admit  that  the  season  of  Lent  is  also  the  period  of  appoint¬ 
ment-making  which  is  the  most  draining  time  of  a  bishop’s  life.  Phone 
calls,  letters,  verbal  communication  and  even  telegrams  hit  my  desk  like 
an  avalanche:  “Move  our  preacher.”  “Don’t  move  our  preacher."  These 
messages  are  often  contradictory:  “Do/don’t  move  our  pastor  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  the  Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee  says  the  pastor 
should  move/not  move.” 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  bishop  and  cabinet  can  always  be  objective.  I  do 
believe  we  can  be  fair. 

There  are  always  temptations  to  overcome.  Bishop  Loder  points  out 
that  some  churches  are  preacher  grinders  and  some  ministers  are  church 
destroyers.  It’s  tempting  to  put  them  together! 

It  is  my  belief  that  The  United  Methodist  system  of  appointment¬ 
making  can  still  be  missional  and  effective.  Every  church  deserves  the 
most  competent  and  committed  pastor  available.  Every  pastor  deserves  a 
congregation  that  is  vital  and  visionary.  Through  consultation,  the  cabi¬ 
net  seeks  to  match  clergy  and  churches.  We  don’t  always  succeed  but  we 
never  give  up  on  that  goal.  In  an  ideal  world,  all  pastors  would  have  ex¬ 
traordinary  gifts  and  graces  and  all  congregations  would  be  vital  centers 
of  worship,  nurture  and  mission.  If  it  just  weren’t  for  those  human  ele¬ 
ments  . . . 

So  please  pray  for  the  Louisiana  enblnet'dnrlng  this  season  of  spiritu¬ 
al  renewal  and  temporal  appointment-making.  Pray  that  God’s  will  be 
done  in  our  lives  and  in  our  churches. 

UML-.&  (Qk, 


Mer  Rouge/100  Percent.  Mer 
Rouge,  UMC,  the  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks 
Sr.,  pastor,  was  omitted  from  the 
list  of  congregations  who  have  paid 
1 00  percent  of  apportionments.  The 
Finance  Office  regrets  that  omis¬ 
sion. 


New  Arrival.  The  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Stuart  Sherman  announce  the  arriv¬ 
al  of  a  son,  Andrew  Michael,  bom 
on  Jan.  21.  They  also  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Christina,  4.  Sherman  is  pastor 
of  Sicily  Island/Harrisonburg 
Charge  of  the  UMC. 


March  Conference  Calendar 

March 

2- 4  Lab  Recertification  Seminar,  Grace  Church,  Ruston 

3  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  Meeting 

3- 4  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  El  Paso 

4  Ash  Wednesday 

5-6  Nominating  Committee,  Headquarters  Building 

6  Conference  Center,  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Building, 
2  p.m. 

7  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

7-8  Lab  School,  Grace  Church,  Ruston 

8  United  Methodist  Foundation  Sunday 

10-12  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

13-15  Confirmation  Retreat  for  Youth  (7th-l  2th  grades),  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers,  Alexandria 

14  Licensing  School  for  Local  Pastors:  Wesley  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

1 6  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due  in  Conference  Office 

1 9  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Executive  Committee,  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  10  a.m. 

20-21  General/Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegates  Meeting  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge 

22  Conference  Camping  Recognition  Sunday 

23  United  Methodist  Men’s  Executive  Committee,  Baton  Rouge 

23-24  Fourth  Annual  Rural  Pastors’  Fellowship  Retreat,  Uskichitto 

Retreat  Center 

25-26  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

26  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Workshop 

27  Tax  and  Financial  Seminar  for  Ministers,  First  Church,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

28  Adult  Workers  with  Youth  Seminar,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

29  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

30  Bishop’s  Reception  for  State  Legislators,  State  Capitol  Base¬ 
ment,  Committee  Room  W,  10  a.m.  to  noon 

30-4/ 1  Local  Pastors  Interview  with  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry: 

March  30,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston 
March  3 1 :  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 
April  1 :  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


NAACP  Award.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans,  has  received  the  highest  award 
conferred  by  the  Louisiana  State  Conference  of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  Peole.  He  was  selected  in  recognition  of 
his  civil-rights  activities. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


FEBRUARY  28,  1992 


Saturday  Evening  Post  Article 
Lauds  United  Methodist  Church 


Pastors  To  Receive  Copies 

The  United  Methodist  Church  Bishop  William  Oden  of  the  Lou- 
has  “formed  the  vanguard  of  posi-  isiana  Area,  said,  “The  Post  has 
tive  social  movements  and  special  done  a  good  job  of  capturing  the 
care  ministries”  in  the  United  spirit  of  Methodism.  As  I  read  the 
States  for  more  than  200  years.  This  article,  I  felt  good  about  our  de- 
and  other  information  about  the  de-  nomination  and  saw  its  strengths, 
nomination  are  included  in  a  major  We  have  a  great  future  if  we  can 
article  in  the  March/April  issue  of  grow  from  our  roots  toward  a  vision 
The  Saturday  Evening  Post  maga-  of  a  vital,  serving  church.” 
zine.  ‘  In  the  first  of  a  series  of  article 

The  four-page  story  titled,  “Unit-  exploring  the  role  of  major  U.S.  re¬ 
ed  Methodists  on  the  Move”  in-  ligious  denominations,  the  maga- 
cludes  photos  and  quotes  by  zine  describes  United  Methodism 
prominent  members.  The  issue  is  as  being  “long  on  good  works,  pri- 
expected  to  be  on  the  newsstand  by  marily  middle  class,  incurably  opti- 
the  end  of  February  or  first  of  mistic,  zealously  missionary  and 
March.  touchingly  confident  of  the  essential 

“What  do  Senator  Robert  Dole,  goodness  of  the  man  next  door.” 
ex-football  coach  Tom  Landry,  as-  The  Post’s  associate  publisher, 
sociatejustice  Harry  Blackmun  and  Robert  L.  Silvers  said,  “United 
country  humorist  Minnie  Pearl  Methodists  deserve  this  recogni- 
have  in  common?”  the  Post  article  tion.  I  believe  our  readers  will  be  as- 
begins.  “The  same  thing  as  elder  tonished  by  the  positive 
statesman  Barry  Goldwater,  boxer  contributions  United  Methodists 
E.vander  Holyfield,  opera  singer  are  making  in  the  United  States  and 
Leontyne  Price  and  tennis  star  Ar-  around  the  world.” 
thur  Ashe.  They,  along  with  nine  United  Methodist  Communica- 
million  others,  are  United  Method-  tions  has  arranged  with  the  maga- 
ists.” 


Around  the  Conference 

Author  to  Speak  at  New  Orleans  Lenten  Services.  Four  New  Orleans 
churches,  including  Carrollton  UMC,  will  cooperate  for  a  Lenten  service 
series.  Speaker  will  be  Dr.  James  Gaffney,  author  and  chairman  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Religious  Studies,  Loyola  University. 

Service?;  seTToBegin  Wednesday,  March  1 1,  at  7  p.m.,  will  rotate  among 
the  churches. 

The  schedule  is:  St.  Matthew  United  Church  of  Christ,  1 333  S.  March  1 1 
and  18;  St.  Andrew’s  Episcopal  Church,  1101  S.  Carrollton  Ave.,  March 
25;  Carrollton  UMC,  921  S.  Carrollton  Ave.,  April  1,  and  Carrollton  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  2032  S.  Carrollton  Ave.,  April  8.  The  Rev.  Leland  D. 
Wade  is  Carrollton  UMC  pastor. 


Dr.  John  Wesley  Hardt,  CENTER,  retired  bishop  of  Oklahoma,  now 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  spoke  about  church  doctrine 
during  special  services  recently  in  First  UMC,  Kinder,  and  Squyres 
UMC.  With  him  are  John  Sneve,  LEFT,  of  Kinder,  finance  chairper¬ 
son,  and  the  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  pastor. 

International  Food  Festival  Set  Saturday  at  Dillard.  Let  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty  put  gumbo  and  jazz  in  your  Mardi  Gras  season.  That’s  just  one  of  the 
foods  you  can  select  from  at  the  12th  Annual  International  Food  Festival 
Saturday,  Feb.  29,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in  Dent  Hall  Gymnasium. 

Sponsored  by  Dillard  Auxiliary  and  the  university,  the  festival  will  fea¬ 
ture  a  variety  of  ethnic  cuisines  including  African,  Creole,  Cajun,  French, 
German,  Italian,  Japanese,  Spanish  and  Soul. 

Performances  of  music  are  planned.  The  event  end  in  classic  Mardi  Gras 
style  with  a  Krewe  of  Dillard  parade.  Chairpersons  are  Clifford  V.  Johnson 
and  Dr.  Jacqueline  Houston. 


'Angels'  in  colorful 
Sweatshirts  Sing  In 
Oakdale  Church 

The  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr., 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Oakdale, 
and  his  musically-talented  wife, 
Mattie  Rae,  invited  members  of  the 
Sacred  Heart  Catholic  and  the  First 
Baptist  churches  to  join  with  their 
Methodist  congregation  for  a  musi¬ 
cal  presentation. 

“We  were  able  to  organize  a 
Community  Children’s  Choir,”  he 
said.  “It  was  one  of  the  best  pro¬ 
grams  we’ve  ever  experienced.” 


The  musical,  held  during  the  Ad¬ 
vent  season  was  called,  “Angels 
Aware.”  A  member  donated  sweat¬ 
shirts,  in  yellow,  green  and  purple 
for  each  “angel”  child  to  wear.  Hal 
Hudgins  III,  son  of  a  member  and  a 
cartoonist  in  San  Antonio,  designed 
a  logo  for  the  shirts  and  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  cover. 

“We  had  a  packed  house,  “Cop- 
page  said.  “We  borrowed  chairs 
from  the  Baptists  and  we  could  seat 
about  1 70.  Some  still  had  to  stand. 
Video  cameras  were  going  on  all 
over. 

“The  children  were  so  great,  so 
full  of  energy.  It  was  a  very  special 
moment.” 


Bishop  William  Oden  enjoys  Post  article. 


zine  to  provide  a  sample  reprint  of 
the  article  to  be  sent  to  the  more 
than  38,000  local  United  Methodist 
Churches  including  those  in  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

Enclosed  with  the  reprint  will  be 
a  form  that  churches  can  use  to  or¬ 
der  additional  copies  for  each  local 
tjiember. 

Roger  Burgess,  general  secretary 
of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  said  the  article  comes  at  an 
ideal  time  —  prior  to  the  General 
Conference  to  be  held  in  Louisville, 
Ky„  Maf  5-15.  Held  every  four 
years,  the  General  Conference  is  the 
governing  body  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  article  writers,  John  McCol- 
lister  and  William  M.  English,  de¬ 
tail  how  the  American  educational 
landscape  has  been  changed  by  the 
church's  founding  of  such  institutes 
as  Centenary,  Southern  Methodist, 
Duke,  Auburn,  Vanderbilt  and 
Northwestern  universities  and  the 
University  of  Southern  California. 

“The  church  also  has  founded 
many  of  America’s  outstanding  hos¬ 
pitals,  “  the  article  mentions.  For 
instance,  The  Methodist  Hospital  of 
Houston  is  the  largest  private,  sin¬ 
gle-site,  non-profit  hospital  in  the 
United  States  and  the  home  of  the 


world-famed  heart  surgeon,  Mi¬ 
chael  DeBakey. 

Among  current  projects  men¬ 
tioned  are  Africa  University  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  in  March  in  Zimbabwe 
and  the  massive  relief  effort  to  aid 
hungry  people  of  Russia.  Louisiana 
members  have  played  major  roles 
in  both  of  these  missions. 

Michigan  Area  Bishop  Judith 
Craig,  is  quoted  concerning  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  United  Methodists. 

“When  there  is  a  famine  or  major 
disaster,  a  bishop’s  appeal  to  our 
churches  can  bring  in  as  much  as  $6 
million  for  any  given  cause.  Craig 
heads  General  Advance  Committee 
which  funds  thousands  of  minis¬ 
tries  worldwide. 

The  article  concludes  with  a 
statement  by  Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tan- 
nenbaum,  former  director  of  inter¬ 
national  relations  of  the  American 
Jewish  Committee. 

“Everywhere  I  go  in  the  world,” 
he  said,  “I  meet  Methodists  who  are 
making  peace.  I  see  leaders  of  rising 
African  nations  and  leant  that  they 
were  trained  in  your  mission 
schools.  I  find  educated  populations 
who  stand  up  and  call  their  leaders 
to  accountability  and  discover  they, 
too,  were  trained  in  your  schools 
...  You  people  are  the  peacemakers 
of  the  world.” 


World  Day  of  Prayer 
March  6,  1992 


Singles  will  meet  in  Monroe 


Singles  from  around  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  are  invited  to  make 
plans  to  attend  a  Singles  Conference 
to  be  hosted  by  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Monroe  Saturday, 
March  28,  and  Sunday,  March  29. 
Speaker  will  be  Terry  Hershey,  for¬ 
mer  single  adults  minister  at  Dr. 
Robert  Schuller’s  Crystal  Cathedral 
in  Garden  Grove,  CA. 

“Intimacy-Building  Healthy  Re¬ 
lationships”  will  be  his  subject. 

Hershey  is  now  president  of  his 
own  Christian  ministry  called 
Christian  Focus.  He  recently  com¬ 
pleted  his  second  book  on  intimacy 
titled,  Go  Away,  Come  Closer:  When 
What  You  Need  the  Most  Is  What 
You  Fear  the  Most.  He  will  use  in¬ 
formation  from  the  book  to  help 
convey  the  concepts  involved  in 
building  healthy  relationships. 

Registration  and  breakfast  are 
planned  for  8:30  a.m.  on  March  28, 
with  introduction  and  welcome 
time  at  9: 1 5  a.m.  The  first  session  is 
set  for  10:20  a.m. 

Singles  will  worship  together  on 
Sunday.  “Wrapping  up”  and  good¬ 
byes  are  planned  for  Sunday  at  1:10 
p.m. 

Registration  fee  is  $25;  after 
March  18,  $35. 

Interested  persons  may  call  the 


Terry  Hershey 


church,  (318)  325-7335  or  ask  for 
the  brochure  on  the  event  that  was 
sent  to  pastors  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  chairpersons  in  the  last  confer¬ 
ence  Coverage  Mailing. 

The  Rev.  Ted  D.  Freeland,  asso¬ 
ciate  minister,  said  the  conference 
is  open  to  single  persons  of  all  ages 
whether  they  are  separated,  di¬ 
vorced.  widowed  or  have  never 
married. 

Senior  pastor  of  the  Monroe 
church  is  the  Rev.  John  M.  Lee. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial  — 

Search-and-destroy  must  cease 


Korean  theologian  Chung  Hyun- 
Kyung’s  blend  of  traditional  Chris¬ 
tianity  with  her  native  Asian  cul¬ 
ture  certainly  is  provocative. 

It  is  not  so  provocative,  however, 
as  to  warrant  death  threats,  wire 
taps  and  other  forms  of  harassment 
aimed  at  Dr.  Chung  during  the  past 
1 2  months  (see  UMR,  Feb.  21). 

Such  harassment  began  following 
her  controversial  address  a  year  ago  to 
he  World  Council  of  Churches  meet¬ 
ing  in  Australia.  She  invoked  the  spir¬ 
its  of  martyred  people — some  Chris¬ 
tian,  some  not — to  interpret  the 
nature  and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Afterwards,  angry  cries  of  “syn¬ 
cretism" — the  mingling  of  Chris¬ 
tian  and  non-Christian  beliefs — 
were  hurled  at  the  Presbyterian 
theologian  by  some  WCC  members. 

She  recently  told  a  news  reporter 
that  since  last  year,  threats  on  her 
life  forced  her  to  move  from  her 
home.  Ecumenical  tensions  exacer¬ 
bated  by  her  address  continue.  So 
do  hostile  epithets — “heretic,”  “pa¬ 
gan” — used  by  detractors  to  de¬ 
scribe  and  discredit  Dr.  Chung. 

Is  this  any  way  for  Christians  to 
treat  each  other?  Absolutely  not. 

Admittedly,  Dr.  Chung’s  experi- 
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:  Korean  theologian  Chung  Hyun- 
Kyung's  provocative  ideas  don't 
xwarrant  death  threats  and  other 
-  forms  of  harassment  that  have 
been  aimed  at  her. 


ence  is  extreme.  It  is,  however, 
symptomatic  of  a  troubling  aspect 
of  contemporary  Christianity — 
namely,  the  frequency  of  imperious 
and  often  mean-spirited  lambasting 
by  Christians  of  fellow  Christians 
accused  of  not  adhering  to  “right 
beliefs”  (orthodoxy). 

When  analyzed,  the  working  defi¬ 
nition  of  “right  belief”  or  “ortho¬ 
doxy”  in  such  cases  generally 
equates  with  “believing  like  I  do.” 

Such  intolerance  isn’t  confined  to 
an  isolated  segment  of  the  theologi¬ 
cal  spectrum.  Accusations  of  “syn¬ 
cretism”  (or  apostasy,  heresy,  and  so 
on)  from  one  part  of  the  spectrum 
are  matched  by  charges  of  “political 
incorrectness”  (or  sexism,  racism, 
and  so  on)  from  another  part. 

Regardless  of  theological  origins, 
the  result  is  identical:  Christians  en¬ 
gaged  in  search-and-destroy  opera¬ 
tions  against  other  Christians. 

The  apparent  goal  is  the  virtual 
elimination  of  a  point  of  view  or  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  faith  that  dis¬ 
agrees  with  one’s  own. 

As  a  result,  more  energy  is  spent  de¬ 
fending  one’s  version  of  the  Gospel 
against  “errors”  of  fellow  believers, 
less  proclaiming  the  Gospel  in  any 
version  to  those  who  don’t  believe. 

Something’s  seriously  wrong  here! 

Taken  to  heart,  however,  some 
sound  advice  from  the  Apostle  Paul 
to  early  Christians  could  set  us 
aright: 

Avoid  “enmities,  strife,  jealousy, 
anger,  quarrels,  dissensions,  factions” 
and  “work  for  the  good  of  all,  and  es¬ 
pecially  for  those  in  the  family  of 
faith”  (Galatians  5:20  and  6:10). 

Friends,  our  Christian  household 
is  spacious!  There’s  room  for  all  who 
confess  Jesus  as  Lord.  All  are  dimin¬ 
ished  when  anyone  is  excommunicat¬ 
ed,  in  effect,  for  experiencing  and/or 
perceiving  our  faith  differently  than 
we  do.  Hence,  we  wonder 

Is  simple  civility  among  followers 
of  Christ  too  much  to  expect? 

Lacking  grace  among  ourselves, 
can  we  witness  convincingly  to  the 
amazing  grace  of  God? 

Does  conforming  to  the  mind  of 
Christ  mean  we  always  must  have 
the  same  mind  about  Christ? 


|Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand= 


Should  we  back  hike  in  apportionments? 


Our  UMC  'cow' 
must  be  more 
lean,  meaningful 

By  ROBERT  M.  VOWLER 

“Lean  and  mean”  is  the  opera¬ 
tive  phrase  in  business.  For 
years,  the  American  public  has 
observed  the  tightening  of  costs 
of  doing  business. 

In  addition,  we  have  seen  the 
pressure  of  producing  increased 
eamings  at  the  same  time. 

But  the  church  of  Jesus,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-style,  is  like  a  big 
old  cow.  It  munches  on  its  cud 
and  takes  a  few  steps  somewhere. 

In  spite  of  six  annual  confer¬ 
ences  calling  for  zero  increases  in 
costs  for  the  next  quadrennium, 
the  General  Council  on  Finance 
is  proposing  a  four  percent  annu¬ 
al  increase — business  as  usual. 

When  pushed  to  the  wall,  gen¬ 
eral  church  agencies  tell  of  cuts 
already  being  made.  Credit 
should  be  given  for  these. 

Yet,  when  the  apportioned 
amount  steadily  increases,  it 
must  be  clear  that  the  cuts  are  su¬ 
perficial.  The  burden  on  the  local 
church  has  not  been  reduced. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
needs  to  ask  itself,  what  price 
connectionalism? 

To  complicate  matters,  the  as¬ 
sessed  amounts  must  be  written 
into  local  church  budgets  as  pre¬ 
sented.  An  estimated  20-25  percent 
will  be  taken  off  the  top  to  pay  for 
conference  and  general  church  op¬ 
erations. 

The  clergy’s  salary  items  will 
be  cared  for.  Necessary  operating 
and  maintenance  items  will  be 
included  in  the  local  budget. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  there  will 
be  no  more  money  in  small  and 
medium-sized  churches  for  further 
programming?  Nor  will  local  mis- 
sional  outreach  efforts  be  possible. 

Surely,  there  are  those  in  sig- 


The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Vowler  is 
pastor  of  Calva¬ 
ry  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 

(Central  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual 
Conference). 


NO! 


nificant  places  with  a  mind-set  to 
give  direction  on  a  road  that 
would  help  us  become  lean  and 
meaningful. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  we 
need  more  intentional  efforts  to 
raise  money  at  the  grass  roots. 

We  must  put  away  the  begging 
bowl  and  approach  our  annual  fi¬ 
nancial  campaigns  with  pride  and 
competency.  An  average  of  two 
percent  of  our  income  will  hardly 
maintain  a  local  church  much  less 
annual  conference  and  general 
church  structures.  There  must  be  a 
dedicated  effort  to  increase  our  av¬ 
erage  giving  level  to  three  percent 
and  beyond. 

Until  the  millennium  arrives, 
conference  and  general  church 
agencies  must  bite  the  bullet  just 
as  the  local  church  already  has. 

Overhead  beyond  the  local 
church  must  be  cut  further. 

Fund  raising  in  the  local 
church  must  become  a  major  em¬ 
phasis. 

In  time,  we  can  hope  there  will 
be  a  happy  meeting  ground  for 
both. 


Local  churches 
can  afford  to  give 
more  than  asked 

BY  HERMAN  WILL 

Should  we  oppose  or  support 
an  increase  by  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  our  local  church  appor¬ 
tionments? 

Certainly,  there  are  sections  of 
the  U.S.  that  are  experiencing 
grave  economic  problems,  and 
there  are  individuals  and  families 
in  every  part  of  the  nation  who  are 
facing  serious  financial  hardships. 

Most  congregations,  however, 
can  afford  to  give  what  the 
church  is  asking  and  more. 

For  example,  I  belong  to  a 
church  that  was  on  the  verge  of 
closing  its  doors  a  dozen  years 
ago.  Strong  pastoral  leadership 
and  lay  support  turned  the  situa¬ 
tion  around. 

A  congregation  that  had  been  re¬ 
ceiving  conference  aid  now  pays  all 
its  apportionments  in  full,  helps 
support  a  missionary  couple,  and 
actively  seeks  to  meet  local  and 
world  needs.  What  happened? 

Our  custom  had  been  to  re¬ 
ceive  committee  askings,  frame  a 
desired  budget,  and  then  reduce 
it  substantially  because  “our 
members  won’t  pledge  or  con¬ 
tribute  that  much.” 

Two  years  ago,  however,  a  few 
leaders  persuaded  the  rest  to  take 
the  desired  budget  to  the  congre¬ 
gation  without  reductions  and 
ask  that  each  person  consider  the 
value  of  the  church  community 
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member  of 


YES! 


to  her  or  him. 

Although  the  number  of  pledg¬ 
ing  units  rose  very  slightly,  those 
pledging  raised  their  gifts  by 
nearly  15  percent  and  no  reduc¬ 
tion  was  necessary. 

We  are  a  connectional  church, 
a  fact  for  which  I  am  grateful, 
and  we  should  have  a  sense  of 
mutual  responsibility  for  each 
other!  We  need  to  be  aware  of  the 
needs  of  other  churches,  small 
and  large,  and  sensitive  to  the 
suffering,  deprivation,  and  spiri¬ 
tual  hunger  of  human  beings  ev¬ 
erywhere  who  are  afflicted  by 
natural  or  social  disasters. 

In  most  churches,  the  life  and 
work  of  the  congregation  and 
pastor  are  worth  far  more  than 
the  members  are  asked  to  give. 
Warm  acceptance  of  all  who 
come  and  a  vital  ministry  of  sup¬ 
port  groups,  worship  with  shared 
prayers  of  gratitude  and  concern, 
music,  active  social  witness,  and 
outreach  to  the  community  and 
world  combine  to  produce  an 
evangelical  spirit  that  attracts 
people  from  many  walks  of  life. 

Let’s  not  lower  our  goals! 

Let’s  not  accept  defeat  before 
we  try! 

Let’s  not  complain  about  nor 
apologize  for  what  our  church 
asks  of  us! 

Let’s  call  our  people  to  give  ap¬ 
propriately  in  their  role  as  am¬ 
bassadors  and  servants  to  others 
in  Christ’s  name! 


Healing  service  editorial  'thrilled,  stimulated' 


The  Feb.  7  editorial  headlined,  ‘A 
holy  experiment  in  healing’  was 
great. 

The  hospital  experience  de¬ 
scribed  implied  planning.  Surely  the 
chaplaincy  department  of  the  hospi¬ 
tal  was  contacted  in  advance  for  the 
service  held  in  the  chapel  with  the 
presence  and  participation  of  the 
chaplain. 

Also,  the  pre-surgery  healing  wor¬ 
ship  experience  the  day  before  indi¬ 
cates  how  much  a  pastor  and  con¬ 
gregation  can  mean  to  a  patient.  In 
fact,  those  of  us  who  are  chaplains 
in  a  hospital  realize  how  much  our 
pastoral  care  can  mean  to  patients, 
their  families  and  friends,  but  never 


as  much  as  their  own  pastor  and 
congregation. 

Roberto  Merubia 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

True  healing 

The  Feb.  7  editorial  spoke  so  well 
of  what  true  healing  is,  a  spiritual 
experience  first,  followed  by  mental 
acceptance  of  a  situation  and  some¬ 
times,  physical  relief. 

Ruth  Stumbaugh 
Mountain  View,  Missouri 

We  were  thrilled 

We  were  thrilled  to  read  your 
Feb.  7  editorial  about  the  pre-hospi¬ 
tal  admission  healing  service.  We 


are  so  pleased  that  our  denomina¬ 
tion  is  reclaiming  the  ministry  of 
healing  from  a  strictly  biomedical 
emphasis. 

Nancy  and  Keith  Bates 
Danville,  Illinois 

I  needed  your  witness 

Thanks  for  the  editorial  head¬ 
lined,  “A  holy  experiment  in  heal¬ 
ing.”  I  needed  your  witness. 

Dave  Harris 
Denver,  Pennsylvania 

Editorial  stimulating 

I  was  stimulated  by  your  editorial 
on  healing  and  intrigued  by  your 
service.  As  a  physician,  I  know  how 


important  spiritual  healing  is  and  I 
try  to  incorporate  that  into  my 
practice. 

Linda  Martin 
Lytle,  Texas 

Artist  identified 

The  Feb.  7  “My  Witness”  column 
referred  to  “Solomon’s  Head  of 
Christ.” 

I’m  sure  what  was  meant  was  the 
Head  of  Christ  by  Warner  Sallman. 
Solomon  was  King  of  Israel. 
Vernon  R.  Arms 
Webster  Groves,  Missouri 

'Declaration'  hit 

The  “Memphis  Declaration”  sins 


against  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King,  Jr.,  who  sanctified  Mem¬ 
phis  by  his  death  among  garbage 
workers.  His  life  and  work  gave  us 
our  most  compelling  modem  witness 
to  the  all-inclusive  future  of  God. 

Shame  on  those  who  would  take 
the  name  of  “Memphis”  in  vain  and 
try  to  restrict  the  vision  and  outreach 
of  our  most  inclusive  tradition! 

John  Auer 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Blood  ran  cold 

The  Feb.  7  article  on  the  “Mem¬ 
phis  Declaration”  made  my  blood 
run  cold.  Reaffirming  the  “use  of 
biblical  language”  is  a  thinly  veiled 


readers 

attack  against  inclusive  language. 

Advocating  a  return  to  patriar¬ 
chal  values  exhibits  a  fear  of  femi¬ 
nism.  Although  we,  as  Methodists, 
agree  to  disagree  in  an  atmosphere 
of  fellowship  and  love,  there  are 
many  ways  to  experience  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  no  one  expression  should 
be  mandated  as  the  “official”  one. 

Sandra  W.  Clark 
Houston,  Texas 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“There  are  varieties  of  working, 
but  it  is  the  same  God  who  inspires 
them  all  in  every  one.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Philippians  2:3) 


My  Witness  .  — .  -  — 

Next  time,  I'll  move  closer  to  Aunt  Rebecca  for  prayer 


By  WESLEY  F.  STEVENS 

My  Aunt  Rebecca  turned  98  re¬ 
cently.  Her  telephone  call  advised 
me  that  some  family  and  friends 
would  be  coming  to  her  home  on 
Saturday  at  three  o’clock.  She  won¬ 
dered  if  we  could  come. 

Aunt  Rebecca’s  sight  is  not  good 
and  her  hearing,  except  for  a  little 
in  her  left  ear,  is  gone.  However, 
she  is  very  much  alive  to  everyone 
around  her  and  each  family  mem¬ 
ber  occupies  a  special  place  in  her 
affections. 

My  wife  and  I  made  an  early  en¬ 
trance  into  Aunt  Rebecca’s  dining 
room  where  she  was  seated  in  her 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 

Wesley  F.  Stevens  is 
administrator  of 
Holly  Hall,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  Retirement  Center  in  Houston, 
Texas  and  a  clergy  member  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 


wheel-chair.  Her  daughter  and 
daughter-in-law  were  making  prepa¬ 
rations  for  her  guests.  We  greeted 
her.  I  stationed  myself  on  her  left 
side  so  that  she  could  hear  my  re¬ 


plies  to  her  questions. 

Other  family  members  arrived — 
my  cousins,  the  last  survivor  of  her 
husband’s  family,  her  brother,  some 
grandchildren  and,  perhaps,  a  great¬ 
grandchild  or  two  as  well  as  some 
friends  of  the  family. 

The  candles,  signifying  98,  were 
burning  on  the  cake.  We  sang  the 
happy  birthday  song.  Then,  Aunt 
Rebecca  asked  me  to  pray. 

I  was  somewhat  caught  off-guard. 
But,  it  was  a  nice  thought  and,  after 
all,  I  am  the  “preacher”  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  What  is  a  preacher  for  if  not  to 
offer  prayer  on  special  occasions?  I 
prayed. 

Next  time,  if  I  have  the  opportu- 
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nity,  I  will  do  it  differently.  I  will 
not  pray  at  a  distance.  I  will  go  to 
Aunt  Rebecca’s  left  side  and  kneel 
and  speak  into  her  “good”  ear. 

Now,  I’m  sure  that  she  was 
pleased  that  I  was  saying  a  prayer  for 
her,  but  it  would  have  been  so  much 
better  if  she  could  have  heard  it. 

Older  people  and  others  who 
have  hearing  problems  deserve  bet¬ 
ter  from  us.  Most  of  them  make  no 
demands  even  while  much  of  what 
is  being  said  in  their  presence  is 
outside  of  their  hearing  range. 

To  be  good  stewards  of  God’s 
Word,  we  must  proclaim  it  in  such 
a  way  that  no  one  is  left  wondering 
what  has  been  said.  In  addition  to 
providing  hearing  aid  devices  in  our 
places  of  worship,  we  need  to  be 
sensitive  to  the  presence,  wherever 
we  are,  of  those  who  have  difficulty 
hearing  and  remember  to  speak  so 
that  they  can  hear. 

Of  the  Christ  we  worship,  Charles 
Wesley  wrote: 

He  speaks  and  listening  to  His 
voice, 

New  life  the  dead  receive: 

The  mournful,  broken  hearts  re¬ 
joice: 

The  humble  poor  believe. 

Perhaps,  in  being  able  to  hear  the 


spoken  word  more  clearly,  those 
who  routinely  are  excluded  from 
conversational  circles  will  experi¬ 
ence  the  blessing  of  full  acceptance 
within  the  community  of  love  and 
grace — at  church  and  at  home. 

Please,  call  me  again  next  year, 
Aunt  Rebecca! 


Readings  for  week  of  March  2 

Monday:  Psalms  99: 1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  99:6-9 
Wednesday:  Exodus  34:29-32 
Thursday:  Exodus  34:33-35 
Friday:  Luke  9:28-36 
Saturday:  2  Corinthians  3:12-16 
Sunday:  2  Corinthians  3: 1 7 — 4:2 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal  § 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  76266-0276 
(214)  630-6496  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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TRYING  TIMES?  United  Methodism’s 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  is  fea¬ 
tured  positively  in  an  otherwise  downbeat  lead 
article  in  the  Feb.  1 1  issue  of  "The  Chronicle  of 
Philanthropy.”  The  article  says  religious 
groups — Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish — are 
facing  “trying  times”  in  fund  raising.  But  the 
Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire,  president  of 
METHESCO,  as  the  Ohio  school  is  known,  is 
cited  as  successful  in  raising  big  gifts  “by  pro¬ 
viding  donors  with  precise  details  about  deteri¬ 
oration  of  the  campus’s  buildings.” 

REFRESHED:  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of 
South  Africa  says  he  felt  refreshed  and  ready  to 
plunge  back  into  his  country’s  political  affairs 
after  a  three-month  sabbatical  in  the  United 
States.  The  outspoken  critic  of  apartheid  who 
won  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in  1984  has  just 
completed  a  term  as  visiting  lecturer  at  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  University’s  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta 

FIGHT  HUNGER:  United  Methodists  are 
being  asked  to  participate  in  a  traditional  “Of¬ 
fering  of  Letters,”  in  which  churches  invite  their 
members  to  write  letters  to  Congress  on  a  Sun¬ 
day  morning.  The  “offering”  is  sponsored  by 
Bread  for  the  World,  the  Christian  advocacy  or¬ 
ganization,  as  part  of  its  campaign  to  end  child¬ 
hood  hunger  in  the  United  States.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  supports  Bread 
for  the  World  financially. 

OBJECTIONS:  Religious  leaders  in  Cana- 
i  da  are  raising  strong  objections  to  a  proposed 
:  new  constitution  that  has  the  support  of  the  na- 
.  tion’s  Conservative  government.  The  document 
has  been  under  revision  for  more  than  a  decade. 
Church  leaders  say  they  want  a  constitution  that 
S  recognizes  Quebec’s  distinctiveness  as  a  pre- 
I  dominantly  French-speaking  culture,  that  grants 
self-governance  to  natives,  and  that  addresses 
;  the  needs  of  society’s  “marginalized”  citizens. 

MORMON  WOMEN:  A  teleconference 
:  billed  as  the  largest  international  women’s  gath¬ 
ering  ever  held  will  originate  in  Salt  Lake  City 
|  March  14  to  kick  off  the  150th  anniversary  of 
;  the  women’s  organization  of  the  Mormon 
:  Church.  The  teleconference  will  be  beamed  to 
:  1 .9  million  women  around  the  world. 

j  TRANSLATIONS  RISE:  Books  of  the 

'  Bible  have  been  translated  into  1,978  languages, 
representing  an  increase  last  year  of  32  lan¬ 
guages,  according  to  a  new  report  by  United  Bi¬ 
ble  Societies.  The  organization,  based  in 
Reading,  England,  is  an  international  fellowship 
of  1 10  national  Bible  societies.  They  include  the 
American  Bible  Society  in  New  York  City, 
which  receives  support  through  national  United 
Methodist  funds.  There  are  an  estimated  3,000- 
plus  languages  in  the  world. 

PROVOKED:  Southern  Baptist  leaders, 
provoked  by  reports  that  two  Southern  Baptist 
congregations  are  considering  steps  to  sanction 
'J  homosexual  rights,  moved  quickly  last  week  to 
'  condemn  homosexuality  and  to  bar  congrega¬ 
tions  from  showing  approval.  More  than  70 
'■  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  began  a  process  of 
•'  constitutional  change  aimed  at  requiring  con¬ 
gregations  to  oppose  homosexuality  as  a  condi- 
tion  of  membership  in  the  denomination. 

BATTLE  GOES  ON:  A  setback  in  district 
...  court  notwithstanding,  a  Minnesota  pastor  has 
vowed  to  continue  a  longstanding  battle  chal¬ 
lenging  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America’s  investment  policies.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Basich  of  Advent  Lutheran  Church  in 
Roseville  had  spearheaded  a  lawsuit  challenging 
investment  policies  based  on  considerations 
that  extend  beyond  financial  such  as  fighting  ra¬ 
cial  segregation  in  South  Africa  by  divesting 
ownership  of  stock  in  companies  doing  business 
.■  there. 

DEAD  AT  59:  The  Rev.  Jamie  Bucking¬ 
ham,  a  pastor  and  author  who  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  Pentecostal  movement  while 
criticizing  its  excesses,  died  of  cancer  Feb.  17  in 
Melbourne,  Fla.,  at  age  59.  He  was  the  author  or 
co-author  of  more  than  40  books,  including 
autobiographies  of  such  notable  Pentecostal 
Christians  as  the  late  Kathryn  Kuhlman,  evan- 
gelist  Nicky  Cruz  and  Christian  Broadcasting 
•  Network  founder  Pat  Robertson. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Goal:  End  theology/evangelism  'divorce' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Nearly  250  years 
ago  John  Wesley’s  brother, 
Charles,  yearned  in  verse  to 
"unite  the  pair  so  long  disjoined, 
knowledge  and  vital  piety.” 

Charles’  18th-century  dream 
recently  became  20th-century  re¬ 
ality — at  least  on  paper. 

An  international  gathering  of 
some  50  Methodist  scholars  and 
pastors  made  a  ground-breaking  ef¬ 
fort  Feb.  5-9  to  rejoin  the  severed 
“pair” — re-named  “theology  and 
evangelism"  for  the  occasion. 

“This  symposium  is  no  ‘business 
as  usual’  consultation  in  the  life  of 
our  church,”  the  Rev.  James  C.  Lo¬ 
gan  said  in  the  first  of  12  addresses 
to  the  first-of-its-kind  meeting. 

The  session  was  organized  under 
the  theme,  “Theology  and  Evange¬ 
lism  in  the  Wesleyan  Heritage." 

“When  last  did  our  church  dis¬ 
cuss  ‘theology  and  evangelism’  in 
a  seriously  intentional  manner?” 
asked  Dr.  Logan,  coordinator  of 
the  event  and  E.  Stanley  Jones 
professor  of  evangelism  at  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary. 


"Evangelism  has  in  our  century  been 
so  preoccupied  with  methods  and 
programs  that  it  has  increasingly 
become  blatantly  pragmatic ..." 

— The  Rev.  James  Logan 


Dr.  Logan  lamented  “the  great 
divorce”  that  exists  in  the  modem 
church,  just  as  the  Wesleys  per¬ 
ceived  it  did  in  their  time,  between 
theology  and  evangelism. 

Theologians  need  evangelists, 
and  evangelism  needs  theology, 
he  said. 

“Theology  as  a  discipline  has  in¬ 
creasingly  distanced  itself  from  the 
actual  life  of  the  community  of 
faith,  seeking  to  find  its  home 
more  and  more  in  the  academy 
rather  than  in  the  church,”  he  said. 

On  the  other  hand,  “evangelism 
has  in  our  century  been  so  preoccu¬ 
pied  with  methods  and  programs 
that  it  has  increasingly  become  bla¬ 
tantly  pragmatic  (“what's  right  is 
what  works’)  and  has  suffered 


Wesley  advocacy  for 
poor  sharply  denied 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Did  John  Wesley’s  understand¬ 
ing  of  evangelism  include  a  “pref¬ 
erential  option  for  the  poor?” 

At  least  one  Wesleyan  scholar 
thinks  so.  And  at  least  one  doesn’t. 

In  the  most  controversial  pa¬ 
per  presented  at  the  recent  theol¬ 
ogy  symposium  sponsored  by  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  (see 
above),  Dr.  Theodore  W.  Jen¬ 
nings  minimized  the  overall  sig¬ 
nificance  of  John  Wesley’s 
familiar  “strangely-warmed 
heart”  experience  at  Aldersgate. 

Wesley’s  mid-life  “spiritual  mal¬ 
aise”  did  not  vanish  with  Alders¬ 
gate,  Dr.  Jennings  said.  Rather,  he 
said,  that  happened  only  after 
Methodism’s  founder  “was  lured 
into  . . .  announcing  the  gospel  . . . 
to  the  multitudes  of  the  poor  and 
marginalized  who  appeared  at  pub¬ 
lic  hangings,  on  market  places,  in 
the  parks  and  byways  of  England.” 

Similarly,  said  Dr.  Jennings, 
who  teaches  at  Chicago  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  the  church’s  con- 


German  Methodists  face 
'evangelistic  imperative' 


By  M.  CARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — Challenges  faced 
by  German  United  Methodists 
did  not  crumble  with  the  Berlin 
Wall,  a  theologian  from  that 
country  said  Feb.  5-9  in  Atlanta. 

Though  the  former  East  and 
West  branches  of  the  German 
church  have  scheduled  a  uniting 
conference  this  fall,  the  Rev. 
Manfred  W.  Marquardt,  director 
of  the  Methodist  Seminary  in 
Reutlingen  said,  the  fall  of  com¬ 
munism  in  the  East  has  left  many 
unanswered  questions  for  Ger¬ 
man  people  of  faith. 

So  the  overriding  task  for  Ger¬ 
man  Christians  is  to  answer  an 
“evangelistic  imperative”  to 
guide  the  country  on  a  course 
that  is  just  and  open,  he  added. 

Church  people  in  the  former 
East  Germany  find  themselves 
facing  “a  lack  of  identity  with  the 
church  after  years  of  commu¬ 
nism,”  Dr.  Marquardt  said  dur¬ 
ing  an  international  symposium 
on  evangelism  and  theology 


thereby  from  a  lack  of  theological 
‘conscience,’  ’’  Dr.  Logan  said. 

A  later  address  by  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  L.  Carder,  senior  pastor 
of  Church  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
did,  in  fact,  blend  evangelism 
and  “theological  conscience.” 

His  17-page  paper,  one  of  the 
briefest  but  most-talked-about  of 
the  12,  was  entitled  “Proclaiming 
the  Gospel  of  Grace.” 

After  the  paper’s  presentation, 
one  seminary  professor  reported 
having  had  tears  in  his  eyes,  par¬ 
ticularly  after  hearing  Dr.  Carder 
tell  the  following  story: 

“One  cold  evening  last  winter  a 
man  came  to  the  [worship]  service 
bare-foot.  Immediately  we  all  no¬ 


ticed.  The  more  affluent  among  us 
began  to  scurry  around  to  find 
shoes  for  him.  We  couldn’t  find 
any  in  the  church.  The  stores  were 
closed,  so  we  couldn’t  go  out  and 
purchase  them. 

“Another  man  who  lives  in  low 
income  housing  and  who  joined 
Church  Street  went  to  the  shoeless 
man  and  said,  ‘Take  my  shoes.  I 
have  another  pair  at  home.’ 

“He  did  spontaneously  what 
those  of  us  who  have  several  pairs 
of  shoes  never  thought  of  doing 
Why?  He  knew  what  it  was  to  be 
shoeless.  He  identified  with  the  one 
with  no  shoes.  The  sermon  that 
night  was  infused  with  new  power 
because  grace  created  a  climate  of 
divine  presence  and  power.” 

Dr.  Carder  used  the  story  to 
make  his  point  that  “a  relationship 
with  the  poor  and  marginalized  is 
necessary  if  we  are  to  effectively 
preach  the  gospel  of  grace.” 

The  Rev.  M.  Douglas  Meeks, 
dean  of  Wesley  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  summarized  the  consensus 
learnings  of  the  symposium.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Meeks: 

■  Evangelism  must  be  related 


to  theology  and  everything  else  in 
the  life  of  the  church. 

■  John  Wesley’s  life  and  teach¬ 
ings  provide  “clues”  for  under¬ 
standing  the  meaning  of 
“wholistic  evangelism,”  but  its 
actual  “content”  is  less  clear. 

■  Personal  and  social  dimen¬ 
sions  of  evangelism  are  essential, 
but  ways  can  differ  for  putting 
the  two  together. 

■  Wesley’s  mission  to  the  poor 
was  “somehow  central”  to  his 
understand  of  evangelism  but 
how  central  is  unclear  (see  related 
article  below). 

■  Evangelism  should  result  in 
the  growth  of  the  church — but 
where  and  how? 

■  “Everyone  agrees  on  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  evangelism.” 

The  symposium  on  theology 
and  evangelism  was  sponsored 
by  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism,  an  affiliate  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  foundation’s  president,  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt,  said 
his  organization  plans  to  publish 
the  symposium’s  papers  and  re¬ 
lated  materials  in  book  form. 


temporary  “spiritual  malaise” 
will  go  away  “only  when  we  learn 
again  what  it  means  to  proclaim 
good  news  to  the  poor,  the  de¬ 
spised,  the  marginalized." 

Afterwards,  Dr.  Jennings  was 
sharply  rebuked  by  a  scheduled 
respondent,  the  Rev.  K.  Edward 
Tomlinson,  an  Atlanta  pastor. 

Speaking  vehemently,  Dr. 
Tomlinson  called  the  Jennings 
address  “a  fundamental  distor¬ 
tion  of  the  Wesleyan  heritage." 

Dr.  Tomlinson  defended  tradi¬ 
tional  interpretations  of  Aldersgate 
as  the  major  turning  point  in  Wes¬ 
ley’s  spiritual  life  and  criticized  Dr. 
Jennings  for  stating  that  Wesley  de¬ 
liberately  ignored  the  rich. 

“Wesley  was  extremely  popular 
and  conversant  with  the  wealthy 
in  his  later  years,”  he  said. 

“Christ  died  for  all  of  us,”  Dr. 
Tomlinson  said.  “We  don’t  need 
to  be  poor  to  qualify  for  saving 
grace.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


PHOTO  BV  KEITH  ENCUSH 


ATLANTA — The  Rev.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  |r.  (right)  and  the  Rev.  Peter  C.  Graves  exchange  views 
during  a  recent  international  symposium  on  theology  and  evangelism.  Dr.  Tuttle,  E.  Stanley 
Jones  professor  of  evangelism  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Seminary,  and  Dr.  Graves,  a  British 
Methodist  minister,  gave  formal  responses  to  papers  presented  at  the  first-of-its-kind 
symposium  sponsored  by  the  Foundation  for  Evangelism. 


sponsored  by  the  Foundation  for 
Evangelism  (see  related  stories 
on  this  page). 

“Many  young  people  in  East 
Germany  have  grown  up  with  no 
knowledge  of  the  gospel  or  basic 
tenets  of  the  faith,”  he  said. 

Fear  and  ignorance  still  haunt 
German  Christians,  especially 
young  people,  “who  were  raised 
in  a  world  where  professing  com¬ 
munism  had  more  rewards.” 

At  the  same  time,  he  wondered 
how  much  better  Christianity  fared 
in  the  more  affluent  West,  given 
what  he  sees  as  “greed  and  consum¬ 
erism”  that  dominate  discussion  of 
Germany’s  new-found  freedom. 

“People  in  the  West  do  not 
know  how  to  communicate  the 
gospel  to  other  people,”  said  Dr. 
Marquardt,  director  of  the  58- 
student  seminary,  one  of  Meth¬ 
odism’s  largest  in  Germany. 

“The  church’s  major  task  is  to 
help  Germans  make  sensible  use  of 
their  new  freedom”  and  make  hu¬ 
man  rights  and  justice  the  center- 
piece  of  a  new  Germany,  he  said. 


Presbyterians  take  mid-road 
approach  in  abortion  report 


Religious  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— A  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  panel 
has  issued  a  report  opposing 
criminal  penalties  for  persons 
seeking  or  performing  abor¬ 
tions  while  acknowledging  a 
“legitimate”  government  inter¬ 
est  in  regulating  the  practice. 

Advocates  of  the  report,  is¬ 
sued  last  week  from  denomina- 
tional  headquarters  in 
Louisville,  are  hailing  it  as  a 
middle-of-the-road  document. 

They  said  it  could  bring 
healing  and  unity  to  a  denomi¬ 
nation  that  is  sharply  divided 
between  advocates  of  abortion 
rights  and  abortion  foes. 

The  Rev.  Zolton  Phillips  III 
of  Baltimore,  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  anti-abortion 
group  Presbyterians  Pro-Life, 
said  he  signed  the  report  be¬ 
cause  it  addresses  the  concerns 
of  both  camps. 

“I  think  both  voices  are 


here,"  said  Mr.  Phillips.  “I 
think  the  conclusions  are  ones 
that  1  can  live  with. 

The  report  describes  abor¬ 
tion  as  an  option  of  “last  re¬ 
sort"  not  to  be  used  “casually, 
or  as  a  repeated  method  of 
contraception.” 

It  describes  the  practice  as 
“morally  acceptable”  in  cases 
of  rape  or  incest,  when  a 
mother’s  life  is  at  risk  and 
when  the  fetus  is  deformed  be¬ 
yond  possibility  of  survival. 

It  stops  short  of  specifying 
situations  in  which  abortion 
should  be  regulated. 

The  report  says  fewer  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancies  could  be 
achieved  by  improved  sex 
education  and  access  to  con¬ 
traceptives. 

It  advocates  that  sex  be  limit¬ 
ed  to  married  couples  and  that 
news  organizations  “portray 
sexual  activity  both  less  fre¬ 
quently  and  more  responsibly.” 


It  also  calls  for  universal 
health  care,  affordable  day  care 
and  other  social  services  that 
would  make  it  easier  for  low-in¬ 
come  women  to  raise  children 
rather  than  opt  for  abortion. 

It  says  Presbyterian 
churches  should  consider  of¬ 
fering  adoption  programs, 
homes  for  pregnant  women 
and  other  services  that  would 
relieve  pressure  on  pregnant 
women  to  have  abortions. 

Current  Presbyterian  policy, 
as  defined  in  a  1983  abortion 
report,  affirms  the  Supreme 
Court’s  Roe  v.  Wade  ruling  es- 
tablishing  abortion  rights 
based  on  length  of  pregnancy 
and  fetal  viability. 

Following  years  of  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  support  of  abortion 
rights,  the  church’s  governing 
1988  General  Assembly  au¬ 
thorized  a  study  of  the  issue, 
which  led  to  the  report. 
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Evangelicals  remain  very  active  in  political  arena 


By  RANDALL  BALMER 

Religious  News  Service 

If  you  think  that  America’s  evan¬ 
gelicals,  having  contributed  to  the 
election  and  re-election  of  Ronald 
Reagan  in  the  1980s,  have  disap¬ 
peared  from  the  political  arena,  I 
invite  you  to  reconsider. 

Evangelical  political  activists, 
also  known  as  the  Religious  Right, 
began  to  organize  in  the  late  1970s, 
pushing  a  very  conservative  politi¬ 
cal  agenda. 

Many  of  them  in  1976  had  helped 
to  elect  Jimmy  Carter — who  was, 
after  all,  a  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
school  teacher — but  by  1980  they 
were  searching  for  a  new  champion. 


Commentary 

Their  choice  was  somewhat  un¬ 
likely.  Evangelicals  have  long 
frowned  upon  divorce,  but  they  set¬ 
tled  on  a  divorced  man,  Ronald 
Reagan,  as  their  political  messiah. 

“Reagan  didn’t  exactly  speak  our 
language,"  one  architect  of  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Right  told  me  recently,  “but 
we  decided  to  take  a  chance." 

The  three  major  candidates  in  the 
1980  presidential  election — Carter, 
Reagan  and  John  B.  Anderson,  a 
Republican  who  ran  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent — all  professed  to  be  “bom 
again"  evangelicals. 


History’s  irony  is  that  the  man 
with  the  weakest  claim  as  an  evan¬ 
gelical,  Reagan,  received  the  lion’s 
share  of  the  evangelical  vote. 

Did  the  gamble  pay  off?  Evangeli¬ 
cals  will  tell  you  publicly  that  Rea¬ 
gan  was  the  greatest  president  ever. 

If  you  comer  them  privately,  how¬ 
ever,  or  catch  them  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  many  will  confess  to  a  deep 
disappointment  in  Reagan. 

Quite  simply,  Reagan  did  not  pros¬ 
ecute  their  political  agenda  as  vigor¬ 
ously  as  he  had  led  them  to  believe 
he  would.  He  did  not  produce  any 
constitutional  amendment  outlawing 
abortion.  He  did  not  restore  prayer 
to  the  schools,  nor  did  he  whittle 


away  the  civil  rights  of  homosexuals 
as  much  as  he  said  he  would. 

Die-hard  Reagan  loyalists  in  the 
evangelical  camp — and  there  are 
many — protest  that  Reagan  was 
thwarted  by  an  obstructionist  Con¬ 
gress,  but  most  evangelicals  know 
better. 

Many  I’ve  spoken  with  over  the 
last  several  years  admit  to  feeling 
used  by  Reagan.  He  collected  their 
votes  but  then  failed  to  deliver  on 
his  promises. 

So  where  does  this  leave  evangeli¬ 
cals  as  the  1992  election  approaches? 

At  the  recent  convention  of  the 
National  Religious  Broadcasters  in 


Washington,  Bob  Dugan  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
which  claims  to  represent  42,000  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  throughout  the  na¬ 
tion,  announced  what  he  called  the 
Christian  Citizenship  Campaign. 

The  goal  of  this  initiative,  he 
said,  was  to  register  an  additional 
million  evangelicals  to  vote. 

He  pointed  out  that  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  conservative  candidates  had 
lost  their  elections  by  narrow  mar¬ 
gins  over  the  last  few  years. 

The  moral  was  clear:  If  enough 
evangelicals  had  bothered  to  cast 
their  ballots  in  those  elections,  the 
conservative  candidates  favored  by 
evangelicals  would  have  won. 
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CROWING  OLD?  Issues  facing  older 
people  will  be  featured  March  1 1  on  an  hour- 
long  nationwide  satellite  television  program 
produced  by  United  Methodists.  A  panel  of  five 
experts  on  the  aging  will  speak,  then  be  avail¬ 
able  for  phone-in  interaction  via  a  toll-free  800 
phone  number.  Air  time  is  2  p.m.  (Central 
Standard  Time).  The  program  is  available  to 
anyone  able  to  receive  Satellite  Galaxy  6,  Tan- 
sponder  12.  Producers  are  Lovers  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  and  Alternate  View 
Network  in  Shreveport,  La. 

STRONGER  EDUCATION:  United 

Methodist  bishops  are  being  asked  to  lead  the 
denomination  in  strengthening  local  church 
Christian  education  during  the  1993-96  qua- 
drennium.  Meeting  recently,  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
(CEF)  asked  the  bishops  to  set  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  as  a  goal  and  to  take  the  lead  in  training 
both  clergy  and  lay  leaders.  Major  research,  the 
board  said,  has  shown  that  Christian  education 
is  significant  in  helping  individuals  develop  a 
'“mature  faith.” 

DON'T  MOVE  BOARD:  Twenty-five 

United  Methodist  delegates  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  have  petitioned  the  1992 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  to  allow 
the  denomination's  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
to  remain  in  New  York.  The  petition  points  out 
that  the  board’s  work  is  “enhanced  by  its  pres¬ 
ence  at  the  principal  location  of  the  ecumenical 
movement  in  the  United  States,  the  Interchurch 
Center,  which  was  conceived  as  a  symbol  of 
hope  for  Christian  unity.”  A  task  force  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  1988  General  Conference  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  board  be  moved  but  has  not 
specified  where. 

CARAVANERS  REUNION:  Methodist 

Youth  Caravaners,  who  served  local  Methodist 
churches  from  1939  to  1955  under  the  church’s 
Board  of  Education,  will  hold  a  reunion  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  Aug.  1-2.  The  caravan  move¬ 
ment  was  part  of  the  Youth  Crusade,  a  brain¬ 
child  of  the  late  Bishop  Paul  B.  Kern.  Youth 
Crusade  is  credited  with  revitalizing  youth  pro¬ 
grams  in  many  churches.  The  caravans  were 
teams  of  two  young  men,  two  young  women  and 
an  adult  counselor.  All  caravaners  who  served 
throughout  the  United  States  and  are  interested 
in  the  .upcoming  reunion  are  asked  to  write 
Dorothy  Peacock,  P.O.  Box  546,  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska,  N.C.  28745,  phone  (704)  452-2881. 

HOLD  THE  PHONE!  Teams  of  tele¬ 
phone  callers  from  Hennepin  Ave.  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis  are  contact¬ 
ing  27,119  young  adults  in  the  church’s  area 
and  inviting  them  to  attend  worship.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  titled  “The  Phone  is  for  You.”  People 
who  respond  positively  to  the  calls  will  receive  a 
series  of  five  mailings.  Church  officials  expect 
1 0  percent  of  those  called  to  respond. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church  extends  arms  via  AIDS  care  teams 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

William  Lightford  made  a  list 
of  everything  he  wanted  to  ac¬ 
complish  before  he  dies. 

The  last  item  on  his  list  was  to 
watch  the  nationally  televised 
video  segment  made  about  him 
and  the  three  AIDS  Care  Teams 
at  Manchaca  (Texas)  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Austin. 

The  segment  will  be  shown  the 
week  of  March  8  on  “Catch  the 
Spirit,"  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  weekly  national  televi¬ 
sion  program. 

Because  the  26-year-old’s 
death  is  imminent,  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  sent  him  an  incomplete 
version  of  the  segment. 

Bittersweet  experience 

"Watching  the  video  with  him 
and  watching  him  hear  what  I  said 
about  him  on  the  program  was  an 
emotional,  bittersweet  experience 
for  me,”  Vicki  Young,  coordinator 
of  the  care  teams,  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  “He  hadn't  realized  how  much 
we  care  about  him.” 

Especially  painful,  she  said, 
was  watching  him  mark  the  last 
thing  off  his  list. 

Mr.  Lightford  allows  his  real 
name  to  be  used  in  the  video  and 
in  the  press  because  he  “wants 
his  life  to  count  for  something,” 
she  said. 

“AIDS,  for  me,  is  a  blessing  in 
disguise,”  he  says  in  the  video. 
“Not  a  lot  of  people  who  have 
AIDS  feel  this  way,  but  I  have 
grown  so  much  spiritually  and 
emotionally  that  I  know  who  I 
am  and  I  like  that  person.” 

Mr.  Lightford  is  one  of  three 


"We've  experienced 
in  a  new  way  what 
resurrection  means — 
that  a  spirit  of  love  and 
new  life  goes  beyond 
the  physical." 

— The  Rev.  Janice  Huie 

AIDS  patients  cared  for  by  the 
church  teams.  The  other  two  are 
a  woman  and  a  baby,  one  of  68 
AIDS  babies  in  Travis  County, 
whose  county  seat,  Austin,  is  also 
the  Texas  capital. 

Teams — usually  consisting  of 
8  or  9  people  trained  in  basic 
AIDS  education — are  matched 
to  a  person  with  AIDS  as  a 
“friend"  and  do  what  any  friend 
would  do  for  another. 

That  might  include  anything 
from  grocery  shopping  or  cook¬ 
ing  a  meal  to  talking  seriously  to¬ 
gether  about  spiritual  matters. 

Ms.  Young  said  that  because 
churches  in  all  denominations 
have  been  slow  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  people  with  AIDS,  the 
teams  are  trying  to  make  up  for 
lost  time. 

“It  doesn’t  matter  how  they 
got  it”  she  said  of  the  disease, 
“let’s  just  deal  with  it  the  best 
way  we  can." 

Special  joy  in  work 

“Just  dealing  with  it”  by  a 
team  of  committed  people  allows 
a  person  with  AIDS  much  more 
of  his  or  her  precious  time  to  be 
at  home  and  out  of  the  hospital, 
she  said. 


A  quilt  panel  honors  Donnie, 
such  as  the  three  at  Manchaca 
AIDS.  The  care  teams — about 
act  as  a  friend  to  the  patient. 

The  AIDS  Care  Teams  have 
found  a  special  joy  in  their  work, 
Manchacha  United  Methodist 
Church  pastor  the  Rev.  Janice 
Riggle  Huie  told  the  Reporter. 

“We’ve  experienced  in  a  new 
way  what  resurrection  means — 
that  a  spirit  of  love  and  new  life 
goes  beyond  the  physical,”  the 
pastor  said. 

Youths  and  adults  work  in  the 
congregation’s  AIDS  teams,  she 
said. 

“It’s  the  first  time  many  of  our 
youths  have  dealt  with  death  in  a 
society  that  denies  death,”  she  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  care  team  project  at  Man¬ 
chaca  was  initiated  several  years 


an  AIDS  Care  Team  "friend"  now  deceased.  AIDS  Care  Teams, 
(Texas)  United  Methodist  Church,  are  matched  with  people  with  ' 
eight  members  each — shop,  run  errands  for,  visit  and  otherwise 


ago  by  Dr.  Huie’s  husband,  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Huie,  then  co¬ 
pastor  at  the  church  (see  related 
article  below). 

“At  first  people  in  the  congre¬ 
gation  were  pretty  anxious  about 
it,”  Dr.  Huie  continued.  “Some 
people  were  skeptical  or  afraid. 

“We  made  it  clear  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  only  for  those  who 
wanted  to  help.  It  invites  people  in 
at  their  own  comfort  level.  Most 
people  grow  in  their  comfort  level 
with  experience,”  she  said. 

The  painful  part  of  the  minis¬ 
try  is  losing  new  friends  like  Mr. 
Lightford. 

“It  is  very  hard  to  watch  this 
disease  take  his  body,”  Teams 


Coordinator  Vicki  Young  said. 

Mr.  Lightford  is  not  expected 
to  live  long  enough,  Ms.  Young 
said,  to  see  the  broadcast. 

The  March  8  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it”  program  ends  with  a  teen-age 
friend  singing  his  music  to  some 
of  Mr.  Lightford’s  poetry.  The 
words  say,  “At  the  last  dance  of 
the  sun,  I  want  to  see  you  smiling 
...  I’m  living  for  today  and  hop¬ 
ing  for  tomorrow.” 

Nancye  Willis  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  contributed 
to  this  article.  Copies  of  the 
" Catch  the  Spirit "  video  for 
March  8  can  be  purchased  or 
rented  from  EcuFilm  (1-800-251- 
4091). 


Statewide  AIDS  ministry  leads  to  'resurrection  faith' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

When  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huie 
of  Manchaca,  Texas,  is  asked  why 
he  is  involved  in  AIDS  ministry, 
he  says,  “I’m  finding  the  truth  of  a 
resurrection  faith.  That’s  a  power¬ 
ful  motivation.” 

Mr.  Huie  heads  the  Texas  Re¬ 
gional  AIDS  Interfaith  Network 
sponsored  by  the  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Churches.  But  his  inter¬ 
est  in  the  ministry  was  pricked  in 
the  mid-1980s  when  he  was  sent, 
as  chair  of  his  United  Methodist 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  to  a  San  Francisco  meeting 
on  AIDS. 


"As  many  people  discover  the  compassion  of 
serving  others  with  this  disease,  they  find  they 
also  grow  closer  to  the  heart  of  God." 

— The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huie 


At  that  time,  he  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  words  of  judgment  were 
being  spoken  in  many  churches 
about  people  with  AIDS. 

“I  thought  if  the  church  were 
going  to  keep  its  soul,  it  was  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  face  that  this  was  a 
disease  that  threatened  every¬ 
one,”  he  said. 

Returning  to  Texas,  he  became 
active  in  an  Austin  interfaith 


AIDS  ministry  and  with  the  new¬ 
ly  formed  Regional  AIDS  Inter¬ 
faith  Network. 

The  AIDS  network  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  $500,000  grant  from  the 
Robert  Wood  Johnson  Founda¬ 
tion  for  work  in  Arkansas,  Texas, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma  and 
Louisiana. 

“My  job  was  opening  the  door 
for  AIDS  Care  Teams  in  local 


congregations,”  he  said,  “One 
door  I  opened  was  at  Manchaca 
United  Methodist  Church  where 
I  was  co-pastor”  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  above). 

The  Texas  regional  network 
provides  education  about  HIV 
(the  virus  that  causes  AIDS)  to 
local  congregations  and  pastors. 
It  also  provides  care-team  train¬ 
ing,  he  said. 

The  network  has  developed 
curriculum  materials  for  “HIV- 
AIDS:  A  Church’s  Response,”  a 
10-hour  seminar  to  help  local 
congregations  develop  their  own 
program. 

In  addition,  the  Texas  network  is 


developing  prevention  education 
for  adolescents,  Mr.  Huie  said. 

“As  many  people  discover  the 
compassion  of  serving  others 
with  this  disease,”  he  said,  “they 
find  they  also  grow  closer  to  the 
heart  of  God.” 

For  those  facing  a  disease  that 
now  means  certain  death,  he  con¬ 
tinued,  he  has  found  there  is  new 
life  in  the  midst  of  their  dying. 

“For  me,”  he  said,  “these  people 
have  brought  the  gospel — ‘Even 
though  our  outer  nature  is  wasting 
away,  our  inner  nature  is  being  re¬ 
newed  day  by  day’* — to  life” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

*2  Cor.  4:16. 
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mser- 
words. 

Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


OPENING  FOR  DIRECTOR/MEH  Counseling 
Center.  Accredited  AAPC  service/training  center. 
Active  training  program  with  trainees  from  semi¬ 
naries/universities.  Psychiatrist  on  staff.  Contact: 
Search  Committee,  MEH  Counseling  Center,  234 
E.  Gray  Street,  Suite  227,  Louisville,  KY  40202. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  —  full-time  for  a 
large,  exciting,  fast  growing  church.  Must  be  com¬ 
puter  literate  (Shelby  software  —  a  plus),  a  fast 
learner,  and  have  excellent  people  and  manageri¬ 
al  skills.  Experienced  only.  Salap'  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Church  Administrator.  7111 
Washita  Way,  San  Antonio.  TX  78256. 


WANTED:  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  manage  tent  and  trailer  campground.  Must 
have  own  trailer.  Position  runs  from  April  1 1,  to 
September  1 1,  1992.  Contact:  Greene  Hills 
Camp,  Barree,  PA  (814)  669-4212. 


WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members).  Mul¬ 
tiple  staff  church  with  new  innovative  program 
model.  Qualifications  —  M.A.  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation.  Salary  open.  Please  submit  application  by 
April  1st  to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
120098,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  Tel.  (615)  373- 
1493. 


PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12  school 
seeks  Director  of  Church  Giving.  Must  possess 
strong  writing  and  speaking  skills,  be  able  to  mar¬ 
ket,  organize,  and  implement  a  multi-faceted 
church  development  program,  and  have  a  strong 
church  relationship.  Salary  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience  and  education.  Travel  required.  Applica¬ 
tion  deadline  3/31/92.  Superintendent,  McCurdy 
School,  P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532-0127. 


PRIVATE  UNITED  METHODIST  K-12  school 
seeks  Chaplain,  beginning  August,  1992.  Prefer 
ordained  clergy  with  a  teaching  background.  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Superintendent.  McCurdy  School.  P.O.  Box  127, 
Espanola.  NM  87 5 32-0 127 


ORGANIST  FOR  ACTIVE,  GROWING  music 
program  at  2500-member  church  in  So.  Florida. 
Skilled  in  contemporary,  classical,  accompani¬ 
ment.  sight-reading,  teaching.  Call  for  appoint- 
ment:  (407)  622-5278. 


MAIN  STREET  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth  and 
Young  Adult  Ministries  for  a  church  of  1.000 
members.  Experience  and  academic  work  related 
to  youth  work  preferred.  Excellent  salary  and 
benefits  are  available  dependirig  upon  applicant's 
education,  skills  and  experience.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  and  inquiries  to:  Joseph  W.  Hurston,  712 
Main  Street,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 


FULL-TIME  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 
tor.  New  position  —  Master’s  Degree  preferred 
with  experience.  Ability  to  coordinate  and  direct 
Christian  education  programs  for  all  ages  with 
the  emphasis  on  youth.  Write  or  call  for  applica¬ 
tion:  Susan,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  621 
Little  Bayou  Black  Drive,  Houma,  LA  70360, 
(504)  868-7787.  Complete  application  due  April 
1, 1992. 


DCE  AND  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Fifty-fif¬ 
ty  Sunday  school  and  program;  600  members, 
worship  200,  Sunday  school  90.  University  town. 
Applications  through  March  31.  Begin  June  1. 
Education  —  MA  in  religion.  SPRC,  First  UMC, 
314  W.  College  Ave.,  Silver  City.  NM  88061, 
Attn:  Rev.  Robert  Bellows. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 
Methodist  church  of  1800  members.  Full-time 
position.  Graded  choirs,  handbells,  etc.  Please 
forward  application  and  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1100  West  Main  Street,  Do- 
than,  AL  36301,  Attn:  C.  A.  Lewis. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  to  plan  and  coordi¬ 
nate  programs  and  activities  for  Jr.  and  Sr.  youth 
and  coordinate  participation  with  other  functions 
of  the  church;  preferred  youth  leader  experience 
and  BA  degree  with  emphasis  on  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation;  1400-member  church,  average  50  youth; 
central  Florida  county  seat  of  25,000  general  pop¬ 
ulation;  salary  commensurate  with  education  and 
experience,  starting  base  $20,000.  Send  resume 
and  recommendations  to:  Rev.  Frank  Reynolds, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  125  South  Pine 
Street,  Scbring,  FL  33870-364 IS. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  HALF-TIME  —  Sier¬ 
ra  Service  Project,  A  Christian  summer  work  pro- 

Sram  for  high  school  age  youth  groups  repairing 
omes  of  Native  Americans  on  reservations  in 
California.  For  more  information,  contact:  SSP, 
5800  Sherwood  Forest,  El  Sobrante,  CA  94803. 
(510)  223-1329. 


PREACH  FOR  THE  POOR  —  Food  for  the 
Poor,  an  interdenominational  non-profit  minis- 
tt y  providing  development  assistance  to  the  poor 
of  the  Third  World,  is  in  need  of  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  to  preach  in  churches  on  behalf  of  the  poor. 
This  is  a  full-time  salaried  position  with  full  trav¬ 
el  expenses  provided.  Contact:  Michael  Hickey, 
Food  for  the  Poor,  550  SW  12th  Ave.,  Bldg.  4. 
Deerfield  Beach,  FL  33442. 


TWO  POSITIONS:  DIRECTOR  OF  Program 
Ministries  and  Director  Of  Child  And  Family 
Ministries  at  2500-member  downtown  church  ad¬ 
jacent  to  University  of  Tennessee  campus.  Full¬ 
time  program  staff  of  nine;  three  clergy;  large 
support  staff.  No  phone  calls.  Send  resume,  cover 
letter,  salary/benefits  requirements  to:  Rev.  Patri¬ 
cia  C.  Clendenen,  Church  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1303,  Knoxville,  TN  37901. 
Application  deadline:  March  15. 


FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  large, 
growing  church  on  the  edge  of  Houston.  Over  300 
persons  involved  in  a  multi-faceted  program.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  431  Eldridge  Rd.,  Sugar 
Land.  TX  77478. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S  Min¬ 
istries  position.  Suburban  South  Florida.  Large, 
growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400 
North  35th  Avenue,  Hollywood.  FL  33021.  Call 
(305)989-8304. 


LARGE,  WEST-COAST  FLORIDA  church  seeks 
Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ide¬ 
al  candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-65  years) 
with  record  of  success  in  establishing  and  imple¬ 
menting  growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and 
benefits  designed  to  meet  needs  of  minister  and 
church.  Inquiries,  resume:  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  —  3200  Manatee  Avenue  West, 
Bradenton.  FL  34205,  (8 1 3)  747-3704. 


BEST  OF  BRITAIN  TOUR.  England,  Wales. 
Scotland,  Ireland.  16  days,  July  13-28,  1992.  For 
information  brochure  call:  (301)  662-1464,  or 
write:  Britain  Tour,  131  W.  Second  St.,  Freder- 
ick,  MD  21701, 


CATHEDRALS.  CASTLES.  CITIES  AND  coun¬ 
tryside,  Travel  July  23  through  August  8  in  En¬ 
gland.  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Unique  itinerary  in¬ 
cludes  fascinating  visits  with  five  private  families 
as  well  as  the  major  attractions.  Many  meals  in¬ 
cluded.  Relax  in  first  class  hotels,  private  baths. 
Fred  and  Evelyn  Fitzsimmons.  1186  Grandview 
Court.  Pueblo,  CO  81006.  (719)  542-1786,  bro¬ 
chure  and  information. 


DETROIT  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  Ministry 
opportunity,  Associate  Council  Director  —  Out¬ 
door  Education  and  Retreat  Ministries  and 
Youth  Ministries.  The  Associate  Council  Direc¬ 
tor  is  a  full-time  position.  Primary  functions  in¬ 
clude  responsibilities  for  annual  conference  out¬ 
door  and  retreat  program  development  and 
promotion,  personnel  recruitment,  training  and 
management  oversight  of  site  operations,  consul¬ 
tant  to  annual  conference  youth  program.  Dem¬ 
onstrated  Christian  commitment  and  success  in 
outdoor  and  retreat  ministries  and  youth  minis¬ 
try  as  well  as  willingness  to  work  with  a  variety  of 
leadership  styles  are  prime  requisites.  Bachelor 
degree  required.  Position  open  to  laity  or  clergy. 
Clergy  should  contact  their  district  superinten¬ 
dent  before  sending  resume.  Send  resumes  by 
April  1,  1992  to:  Dr.  Theodore  E.  Doane,  Council 
Director,  Detroit  Annual  Conference,  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  21700  Northwestern  High¬ 
way.  Suite  1200,  Southfield.  MI  48075-4917. 


NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA  FIRST  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full¬ 
time  diaconal  minister  in  the  position  of  Director 
of  Program  Ministries/Education.  Enthusiastic 
director  wanted  who  will  be  charged  with  devel¬ 
oping  and  implementing  a  rich  and  fulfilling 
Christian  program  for  a  church  family  of  1100 
members.  Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with 
experience  and  education.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Beverley  Wotherspoon,  Chairman  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  735  Prescott  Circle,  Newport  News,  VA 
23602. 


RUSSIA-SCANDINAVIA  June  19-July  9,  1992. 
Visit:  Russia,  Finland,  Sweden,  Norway,  Den¬ 
mark.  Contact:  Rev.  E.  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis, 
Dallas.  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 


DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers!  


FOR  SALE:  VISCOUNT  DIGITAL  electronic 
organ  with  3  manuals,  48  stops  and  drawstop 
console.  Price  $14,000.  Also,  new  suspended-ac¬ 
tion  pipe  organ  with  2  manuals,  4  ranks,  omate 
oak  case.  Price  negotiable.  Information  on  either 
instrument:  P.O.  Box  1 292,  Evans,  GA  30809. 


VACATION  BARGAIN  —  Lovely  vacation  cot¬ 
tage  in  Smokey  Mountains  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
NC.  Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  deck.  Location 
30  minutes  away:  Asheville,  Cherokee  Indians, 
Gatlinburg,  Maggie  Valley  and  other  unforgetta¬ 
ble  places.  $225.00  weekly,  $90.00  week-end. 
Call  Don  at  (404)  552-8888. 


POPULAR  PASTORS  WANTED!  New  York 
based  publishing  company  will  write  and/or  pub¬ 
lish  your  book  at  no  cost  to  you!  Welstar  Publica¬ 
tions  (212)  928-7528. 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 
15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation, 
(817)  458-4844. 


FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-condition¬ 
ed  lodging,  swimming.  S9  tickets,  cheeseburger 
cookout,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call: 
(50 1)253-84 18  today! 


Congregations  form  mission  group 
crossing  over  denominational  lines 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  Newt  Service 

A  unique  coalition  has  formed 
among  about  1  SO  large  church  con¬ 
gregations  whose  denominations 
don’t  always  interact  together. 

Churches  Uniting  in  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  involves  United  Methodist, 
Presbyterian,  Lutheran,  United 
Church  of  Christ  and  other  tradi¬ 
tional  Protestant  groups. 

But  it  also  includes  Assemblies  of 
God,  Church  of  the  Nazarene  and 
Pentecostal,  charismatic  and  inde¬ 
pendent  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Don  Benton,  the  coali¬ 
tion’s  treasurer  and  pastor  of  the 
9,000-member  Lovers  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  said 
the  congregations  decided  to  join 
together  in  an  informal  way  to  share 
a  vision  and  commitment  to  peo¬ 
ple-oriented  issues. 

Dr.  Benton,  a  former  director  for 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  ex¬ 


plained  that  the  organization  is  an 
additional  way  of  doing  mission, 
not  a  substitute  for  current  denomi¬ 
national  programs. 

“We  have  no  intention  of  becom¬ 
ing  another  denomination  or  mis¬ 
sion  organization,”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Hinson  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hous¬ 
ton,  and  the  Rev.  David  Scoates  of 
Hennepin  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Minneapolis,  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  executive  committee. 

Chairman  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
Schuller  of  Garden  Grove,  Calif., 
who  is  affiliated  with  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America. 

The  Rev.  Chester  Tolson,  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  who  has  been  active  in  the 
World  and  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  is  Dr.  Schuller’s  di¬ 
rector  of  development,  has  been 
named  executive  director. 

“This  group  is  really  a  network  of 
congregations,  across  denomina¬ 
tional  lines,”  Mr.  Tolson  said.  “It 


differs  from  a  council  of  churches.” 

Churches  Uniting  in  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  was  officially  incorporated  last 
November. 

Its  first  project  stemmed  from 
Dr.  Schuller’s  visit  with  the  prelate 
of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church  in 
Moscow.  The  prelate  told  Dr. 
Schuller  of  the  need  for  food  for  the 
coming  winter. 

An  effort  was  organized.  Dr.  Ben, 
ton  said  the  CEO  of  American  Air¬ 
lines  made  a  contact  for  him  with  a 
company  providing  cargo  service  to 
Europe.  Other  people  contacted  of¬ 
ficers  of  grocery  store  chains. 

Lovers  Lane  Church  also  has  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Reliefs  food  lift  to 
Russia,  according  to  Dr.  Benton. 

After  sending  “thousands  of 
meals”  to  Russia,  Mr.  Tolson  said, 
the  group  has  organized  boxes  of 
staples  to  feed  a  family  of  four  in 
Russia  for  three  weeks — enough  for 
4,000  people. 


Tulsa  woman  to  give  Laity  Address 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  Tulsa  church 
school  teacher,  volunteer  chaplain 
and  homemaker  will  present  the  La¬ 
ity  Address  to  the  1992  General 
Conference,  United  Methodism’s 
legislative  assembly,  May  6  in  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky. 

Ruby  Galloway  Farish,  65,  was 
selected  from  four  finalists  who 
made  original  speeches  Feb.  1 5  dur¬ 
ing  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  here. 

Her  address  is  titled  “Ministry  of 
the  Laity:  Serving  God  in  Our  Pri¬ 
vate  Lives  and  Public  Responsibil¬ 
ities,  Connecting  Faith  and 
Action.” 


Other  finalists  were  Thomas  Is¬ 
bell  of  Anson,  Texas;  Carol  S.  Mint- 
er  of  Tulsa  and  Joan  Odell  Sercl  of 
Sioux  Falls,  S.D.  This  is  the  second 
such  competition,  the  first  for  the 
laity  address  having  been  held  in 
1988. 

A  member  of  Boston  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ms.  Far¬ 
ish  is  a  church  school  teacher  and  a 
member  of  United  Methodist 
Women  in  her  church.  She  also  is  a 
volunteer  chaplain  with  the  Tulsa 
Police  Department. 

In  other  action,  the  lay  leaders’ 
association  elected  Bill  Cook  of 
Beaverton,  Ore.,  president,  and 
Carolyn  Marshall  of  Veedersburg, 
Ind.,  treasurer,  for  two-year  terms. 


B.J.  Pasley  of  Clover,  S.C.,  and 
Shirley  Byers  of  Nassau,  N.Y.,  con¬ 
tinue  as  vice  president  and  secre¬ 
tary  respectively. 

Association  members  voted  to 
send  a  petition  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  asking  that  elders  and  diaconal 
ministers  be  affirmed  as  “different 
expressions  of  the  representative 
ministry.” 

The  intent  behind  the  petition  is 
to  ensure  that  laity  (as  opposed  to 
deaconesses  and  diaconal  ministers) 
be  adequately  represented  at  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

The  association  also  agreed  to 
award  “seed  grants”  of  $500  to  four 
annual  conferences  to  begin  lay 
training  programs. 
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New  religious  tolerance  in  Siberia 


Bishop  Arkadi  spoke  of  the  need  to  work  together 
"to  push  aside  the  clouds  over  our  land."  He 
wanted  everyone  to  " move  the  people  toward  God." 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Religious  Newt  Service 

It  was  simple  curiosity  that  drew 
the  Roman  Catholic  archbishop 
from  Alaska  to  the  remote  reaches 
of  Eastern  Siberia  two  years  ago. 

What  kept  Archbishop  Francis  T. 
Hurley  coming  back,  however,  were  a 
mandate  to  preach  that  is  as  ancient 
as  St.  Paul,  a  desire  to  help  meet  the 
material  needs  of  an  impoverished 
people  and  the  opportunity  to  be  a 
part  of  the  compelling  changes  that 
seemed  to  be  altering  the  face  of 
Eastern  Europe  week  by  week. 

1,000-year-old  battle 

He  also  became  a  player  in  the 
ages-old  battle  between  Catholics 
and  Orthodox  that  has  undergone  a 
revival  with  the  granting  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedoms  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union. 

Eventually,  the  archbishop  and 
his  Orthodox  Church  counterpart 
in  the  region  would  experience  a 
reconciliation  and  sense  of  unity 
that  might  well  serve  as  a  model  for 
bridging  the  1.000-year-deep  divi¬ 


sion  between  the  two  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Repeatedly  over  two  years  Arch¬ 
bishop  Hurley  returned  to  the  Siberi¬ 
an  port  city  of  Magadan,  where  he 
simply  took  his  cue  from  St.  Paul  and 
told  the  story  of  Jesus  in  an  area 
where  it  had  barely  ever  been  heard. 

He  also  delivered  food  and  medi¬ 
cine.  After  30  months  and  five  vis¬ 
its,  he  was  surprised  to  discover 
that  in  a  city  with  no  Catholic 
churches,  no  priests  and  no  evident 
sign  of  religion,  some  people  were 
“curious”  about  God,  others  were 
“interested”  in  religion  and  still 
others  wanted  an  active  Catholic 
faith  life. 

Before  there  could  be  much  cele¬ 
brating  of  even  the  5  percent  who 
showed  some  interest  in  things  reli¬ 
gious,  the  archbishop  knew  he  had  a 
duty  to  modem  ecumenical  sensi¬ 


bilities. 

Archbishop  Hurley  had  been  the 
subject  of  several  negative  state¬ 
ments  by  the  newly  appointed  Or¬ 
thodox  Bishop  of  Magadan  around 
the  time  of  his  fourth  visit  there  last 
May.  But  the  archbishop  decided  to 
be  patient  and  “lay  low.” 

“I  hoped  the  new  bishop  would 
see  some  of  the  things  we’d  done  as 
positive.  I  hoped  he’d  understand 
that  local  people  respected  the 
Catholic  Church,  but  didn’t  see  it  as 
a  national  church,”  he  said. 

The  archbishop’s  ecumenical  pa¬ 
tience  paid  off.  In  December,  both 
prelates  met  in  a  government  office 
building  in  Magadan. 

He  said  Bishop  Arkadi  spoke  of 
the  need  to  work  together  “to  push 
aside  the  clouds  over  our  land."  He 
wanted  everyone  to  "move  the  peo¬ 
ple  toward  God”  and  invited  Arch- 


bishop  Hurley  to  join  him  in 
celebrating  the  Orthodox  Christmas 
liturgy  on  Jan.  7  in  the  new  Russian 
Orthodox  chapel. 

'Salvation  will  come' 

Archbishop  Hurley  does  not 
maintain — as  do  some  Christians  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  United 
States — that  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  must  publicly  recant  its  col¬ 
laboration  with  the  Communists 
before  ecumenism  can  advance. 

“Salvation  will  come  with  imper¬ 
fect  contrition,”  he  said. 

Citing  a  passage  from  Pope  John 
Paul  IPs  recent  encyclical  on  mis¬ 
sion,  he  added,  “All  we  have  to  do 
is  provide  the  opportunity  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  do  good.” 

During  his  visits  he  had  generat¬ 
ed  a  plan  to  build  an  ecumenical 
center  for  culture  and  religion,  to  be 
supported  by  Alaskan  Christians. 

By  January,  a  dozen  Magadanian 
Catholics,  with  the  archbishop’s  en¬ 
couragement,  had  successfully  peti¬ 
tioned  authorities  to  be  registered  as 
the  Church  of  the  Nativity  of  Christ. 


Review 


Thumbs  down  on  'At  Play  in  the  Fields  of  the  Lord' 


By  PATRICIA  D.  BROWN 


Put  two  North  American  mission¬ 
ary  couples  with  personal  problems 
in  the  middle  of  the  South  American 
rain  forest,  corrupt  government  offi¬ 
cials,  a  North  American  Native 
American  with  an  identity  crisis  and 
gold-hungry  outsiders. 

Now  you  have  the  potential  for  a 
very  funny  movie  or  one  that  ex¬ 
plores  topics  ranging  from  mission¬ 
ary  motivations  to  political  and 
cultural  genocide. 

The  book  “At  Play  in  the  Fields 
of  the  Lord”  by  Peter  Matthiessen 
successfully  does  this. 

Unfortunately  the  movie,  direct¬ 
ed  by  Hector  Babenco,  does  not. 

This  dragging  three-hour  dirge 
presents  a  cast  of  characters  who 
possess  all  of  the  worst  qualities  and 
who  perpetrate  the  worst  actions 
ever  done  by  missionaries. 


'Little  humor  or  grace' 

Although  the  cast  is  good  and  the 
scenery  beautiful,  there  is  little  humor 
or  grace  in  the  screenplay  and  few  re¬ 
deeming  qualities  in  the  characters. 

It  does  not  do  justice  to  the  many 
dedicated  missionaries  who  have 
done  many  things  right  as  they 
worked  diligently  for  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Nevertheless,  the  film  does  raise 
valid  questions  about  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries:  How  do  we  share  the  gos¬ 
pel  with  persons  of  other  cultures? 
What  is  culture  and  what  is  gospel? 
How  should  persons  in  mission  live 
beside  and  with  the  people  with 
whom  they  work? 

The  plot  focuses  on  the  efforts  of 
two  missionary  couples  setting  out 
to  evangelize  a  primitive  native 
people.  The  missionaries’  idealistic 
commitment  blinds  them  to  the  re¬ 
sults  of  their  intrusion  into  the  lives 
of  these  people. 

They  know  so  little  of  the  culture 
and  language  that  the  word  they 
used  for  “Jesus’  was,  in  fact,  the 
most  evil  and  fearful  spirit  of  the 


PHOTO  BY  PHIL  BRAY 

Aidan  Quinn  and  |ohn  Lithgow  as  the  fundamentalist  missionaries  Martin  Quarrier  and  Les  Huben  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  town  of  Mae  de  Deus  in  the  movie  ''At  Play  in  the  Fields  of  the  Lord."  The  reviewer  says  the 
movie  "does  not  do  justice  to  the  many  dedicated  missionaries  who  have  done  many  things  right  as 
they  worked  diligently  for  the  Church  of  |esus  Christ." 


Niaruna  people. 

The  missionaries  become  the 
dupes  of  local  corrupt  officials  who 
forcibly  move  the  Indians  so  gold 
exploitation  can  begin. 

An  important  element  in  this  mix 
is  the  Native  American,  played  by 
Tom  Berenger,  who  tries  without 
success  to  identify  himself  with  the 
indigenous  Indians. 

In  the  end  he  is  the  major  instru¬ 
ment  of  their  destruction. 

'Joys  not  allowed' 

The  director  doesn’t  allow  any  of 
the  joys  of  Christianity  to  be  allud¬ 
ed  to  except  in  superficial  ways. 

John  Lithgow,  as  the  field  chair¬ 
man,  is  simply  portrayed  as  machi¬ 
avellian  and  cowardly  and  with  no 
qualities  of  leadership. 


Daryl  Hannah,  as  his  sexually  re¬ 
pressed  wife,  is  more  realistically  por¬ 
trayed  facing  doubts  about  their  work. 

Aidan  Quinn,  as  the  new  mission¬ 
ary,  had  more  respect  for  the  Indian 
culture  but  exploited  them  as  well. 

Kathy  Bates,  as  his  wife,  slips 
steadily  into  insanity. 

As  one  might  expect,  the  Niaruna 
are  painted  idealistically  as  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  an  unspoiled  almost  sinless 
society  invaded  by  evil  Westerners. 

The  missionaries  also  fail  to  take 
seriously  the  native  peoples’  under¬ 
standing  of  God  in  the  supernatural 
powers  of  healing,  demons  and  ex¬ 
orcism. 

Characters  are  caught  in  a  down¬ 
ward  spiral  to  destruction,  leaving 
the  one  evil  missionary  as  the  only 
one  who  prevails  in  the  end.  There 


is  no  grace — no  redemption. 

Injustices  real 

This  reviewer  does  not  negate  the 
vast  injustices  done  to  native  peo¬ 
ple  throughout  history  in  the  name 
of  religion  and  which  continues  in 
the  Amazon  region  today. 

But  those  looking  for  arguments  ei¬ 
ther  for  or  against  the  sending  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  not  find  compelling 
reasons  on  either  side  of  the  discus¬ 
sion  within  this  film.  This  is  simply 
because  the  people  in  the  movie  are 
not  real.  Despite  that,  the  movie  has 
its  beauty  and  its  moments. 

Ms.  Brown  is  executive  secretary  for 
mission  evangelism  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Missions. 


Review 

Why  don't  men  and  women  understand  each  other? 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Pastors  should  urge  all  couples 
planning  to  get  married  to  watch 
“She  Said,  He  Said  with  Deborah 
Tannen.” 

Anyone  who  wants  to  stay  married 
very  long  could  benefit  from  it,  too. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  clergy  should 
see  it  themselves,  at  least  if  they  in¬ 
tend  to  work  with  colleagues  or  pa¬ 
rishioners  of  the  opposite  sex. 

In  “She  Said,  He  Said”  Steve  Rob¬ 
erts  of  “U.S.  News  &  World  Report” 
draws  Dr.  Tannen  into  an  animated 
discussion  of  everyday  obstacles  to 
harmony  between  the  sexes. 

'You  don't  understand' 

Dr.  Tannen,  a  Georgetown  Univer¬ 
sity  linguist  and  the  author  of  the 
best-seller  “You  Just  Don’t  Under¬ 
stand:  Men  and  Women  In  Conver¬ 
sation,”  has  been  investigating  why 
men  and  women  have  such  difficul¬ 
ties  communicating  with  each  other. 

Men  are  taught  to  preserve  their 
independence,  she  contends,  so 
they  talk  in  ways  which  seek  to  es¬ 
tablish  their  status,  knowledge,  and 
competence — and  they  seldom  ask 


Deborah  Tannen 
. . .  harmony  between  sexes 

tor  directions  when  they  are  lost. 


Women,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
ways  which  celebrate  dependence, 
foster  shared  feelings  and  common 
experience. 

Hence,  men  can  enjoy  arguing 
about  politics  or  nearly  anything 
else  with  their  friends,  while  often 
women  may  see  such  arguments  as 
a  threat  to  a  relationship. 

These  are  broad  generalizations, 
she  cautions — some  men  ask  for  di¬ 
rections — but  they  help  us  see  the 
potential  for  misunderstanding  in 


nearly  all  interaction  between  men 
and  women. 

Female  friends,  for  example,  tell 
each  other  about  the  problems  they 
are  facing  but  they  are  seeking  em¬ 
pathy,  not  solutions. 

Men,  on  the  other  hand,  often  fo¬ 
cus  on  the  problems  rather  than  the 
feelings — and  may  find  it  nearly 
impossible  to  listen  to  their  wives 
without  offering  advice. 

The  result  is  a  conflict  which  is 
acted  out  nightly  across  the  nation. 

Dr.  Tannen  shows  a  short  film 
clip  which  dramatically  reveals  the 
striking  differences  between  the 
way  boys  and  girls  talk  with  their 
best  friends:  the  boys  sit  side  by 
side  and  look  out  on  the  world  to¬ 
gether;  the  girls  sit  further  apart  but 
face  each  other  and  look  at  each 
other  throughout  the  conversation. 
“Even  though  we’ve  lived  with  this 
all  our  lives,”  she  points  out,  “we’re 
not  very  aware  of  it,”  so  men  ap¬ 
pear  to  their  wives  to  not  be  listen¬ 
ing,  even  when  they  really  are. 
Neither  style  is  good  or  bad,  she 
hastens  to  say,  but  if  we  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  why  our  partners  talk  the 
way  we  do,  mutual  aggravation  re¬ 


sults  needlessly. 

'Insights  offered' 

Watching  “She  Said,  He  Said” 
ought  to  cause  us  to  think  about 
how  the  church,  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  conducts  its  business.  Dr. 
Tannen  and  Mr.  Roberts  offer  in¬ 
sights  into  what  women  face  when 
they  enter  a  male-dominated  calling 
such  as  ordained  ministry — and 
suggest  some  ways  in  which  we  can 
communicate  better  with  members 
of  the  opposite  sex  in  meetings  as 
well  as  in  our  homes. 

Dr.  Tannen  has  a  gift  for  summa¬ 
rizing  research  in  the  social  sciences 
in  a  way  which  is  both  intelligible 
and  useful  to  the  average  viewer. 
Like  her  host,  she  has  a  rare  knack 
for  helping  us  to  laugh  at  ourselves. 
“She  Said,  He  Said”  airs  on  most 
public  television  stations  on  March 
8  at  10  P.M.,  but  remember  to 
check  the  listings  for  your  area. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Island 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  frequently  reviews 
films  and  television  for  the  Report¬ 
er. 


A  different  kind  of  day  care 

A  day  care  center  for  the  elderly  and  for  children  is  featured 
for  the  week  beginning  March  15  on  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  the 
United  Methodist  Church's  weekly  television  show.  The  show 
examines  an  intergenerational  program  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
about  which  a  90-year-old  man  is  quoted  as  saying,  "I  feel 
good  when  I  come  here." 


Dear  Deborah 


Sunshine  funds  are  short, 
circle  member  suspected 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  have  a  real  dilemma  in  our 
circle  at  church.  We  are  seven  long¬ 
time  members  of  this  church  and 
this  circle.  We  are  all  over  60. 

We  know  that  the  woman  who  is 
our  treasurer  for  sunshine  and  gifts 
and  the  like  has  stolen  some  of  the 


If  she  had  said 
something  we  would 
have  given  it  to  her,  but 
she  had  too  much  pride. 


money. 

One  night  we  were  joking  and 
making  wild  guesses  as  to  how 
much  there  was  in  the  bank.  She 
told  us  there  was  not  nearly  so 
much.  We  know  there  should  be  as 
we  have  been  fundraising  all  year. 

She  is  on  a  very  small  fixed  in¬ 
come  and  probably  needed  it  as  she 
was  sick  a  lot  last  year.  If  she  had 
said  something  we  would  have  giv¬ 
en  it  to  her,  but  she  has  too  much 
pride. 

We  can’t  agree  about  what  to  do. 

Two  think  we  should  tell  the  pas¬ 
tor,  one  thinks  we  should  call  the 
sheriff  of  our  county.  The  other  three 
think  we  should  try  not  to  embarrass 
her  any  more  than  necessary. 

The  three  would  like  to  forgive 
her  and  let  it  go,  but  the  others  say 
they  will  tell  anyway. 

What  is  the  Christian  thing  to  do? 

Myra 

Dear  Myra: 

You  should  face  this  problem  as  a 
group. 

The  treasurer  should  have  given 
regular  reports  to  the  circle  so  you 


would  not  have  had  to  make  wild 
guesses.  If  you  did  not  require  that 
from  the  treasurer,  you  allowed  it  to 
happen. 

You  say  you  know  there  should  be 
more  money,  but  apparently  no  one 
has  talked  to  her  about  it.  Doesn't 
she  deserve  a  chance  to  explain  be¬ 
fore  the  accusations  go  any  farther? 

If  you  all  are  as  close  as  you  seem, 
it  could  certainly  be  talked  out  in  a 
loving  Christian  way.  If  she  can ’t  an¬ 
swer  your  questions  satisfactorily, 
tell  her  you  need  some  lime  to  de¬ 
cide  what  to  do.  Pray  a  lot  and  dis » 
cuss  the  dilemma  with  your  pastor. 

Certainly,  Christians  should  try  to 
resolve  such  problems  in  the  church 
before  calling  the  sheriff.  God  be 
with  you  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns  — 

Queen  honored  preacher 
who  wrote  few  hymns 


Praise  my  soul,  the  King  of  heaven, 

To  his  feet  thy  tribute  bring; 
Ransomed,  healed,  restored, 
forgiven, 

Evermore  his  praises  sing: 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise  the  everlasting  King. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Bom  in  Scotland,  Henry  Francis 
Lyte  was  just  a  lad  when  he  lost  his 
parents. 

At  a  boys’  school  in  Ireland,  he 
became  a  charity  student;  he  later 
continued  his  education  with  great 
diligence  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

At  age  2 1  he  was  ordained  in  the 
Church  of  England  and  assigned  to 
a  small  parish  in  Ireland. 

At  age  30  he  was  appointed  to 
Lower  Brixham  in  Devonshire,  a 
picturesque  village  on  the  English 
coast. 

Famous  for  its  fishing,  Lower 
Brixham  was  the  port  for  the  fleets 
of  trawlers  that  fished  in  the  English 
Channel. 

For  24  years  Lyte  ministered 
faithfully  to  the  people  of  the  vil¬ 
lage.  He  was  dearly  loved  by  the 
people,  especially  by  the  more  than 
800  children  who  attended  his  Sun¬ 
day  school. 

'Praise  my  soul,  the  King  of 
heaven,”  written  in  1843,  is  cast  in 
the  spirit  of  Psalm  103.  The  author 
had  had  a  deep  spiritual  experience 
about  20  years  earlier,  and  his  pas¬ 
toral  work  reflected  the  change  in 
his  life. 

The  line  “ransomed,  healed,  re¬ 
stored,  forgiven”  in  the  first  stanza 
describes  the  experience  of  one  who 


has  known  despair  yet  has  found 
the  rich,  abundant  life  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

These  four  words  provide  a  sum¬ 
mation  that  is  unequaled  regarding 
the  meaning  of  salvation.  Here  is 
the  message  of  Psalm  103,  praising 
God  for  his  loving  provision  for  hu¬ 
mankind. 

For  her  wedding  in  Westminster 
Abbey  on  Nov.  20,  1947,  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  chose  this  as  the  pro¬ 
cessional  hymn.  What  unusual  rec¬ 
ognition  for  an  obscure  country 
preacher  with  no  claim  to  fame  oth¬ 
er  than  his  own  gracious  spirit  and  a 
handful  of  hymns. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" All  Hail  the  Power  of  lesus’  Name" 


CONSOLATION 

A  darkened  hour,  a  promise  lost, 

A  mother's  arms  no  more 
to  shield, 

All  childhood  joys  are 
driftwood  tossed 
From  sea  to  sea  with  song 
concealed. 

The  blackest  hour  awaits  the  dawn. 
Each  tender  seed  the  sun, 

A  plowman  bent  with  faith 
and  brawn 

Looks  upward  when  he’s  done. 

Let  faith  be  each  tomorrow’s  plan, 
A  newborn  interlude, 

Until  we  wake  to  clasp 
the  Hand 

That  fed  the  multitude  . . . 

—DAVID  LANTZ 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION  OF  LOUISIANA 
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From  The 
Director 


Traveling  around  our  state,  I  get  a  renewed  sense  of  optimism 
about  the  future  of  our  church.  In  both  small  and  large  churches,  I 
find  outstanding  leadership  and  enthusiasm  about  the  future.  What  a 
wonderful  job  it  is  to  share  with  you  how  the  Foundation  can  assist  in 
making  that  exciting  future  possible. 

It  is  evident  that  there  are  still  ministers  and  churches  who  are  not 
clear  about  what  the  Foundation  does.  The  following  is  a  list  of  ser¬ 
vices  we  can  provide  for  the  local  church  or  church  agency: 

•  Managing  and  Investing  funds 

•  Assisting  in  discovering  and  developing  endowment  type  gifts  that 

will  serve  the  United  Methodist  Church  now  and  in  the  future 

•  Assisting  local  churches  in  Budget  and  Capital  Fund  Drives 

•  Setting  up  workshops/seminars  on  Wills  and  Estate  Planning 

•  Organizing  and  Assisting  Permanent  Endowment  Committees 
We  have  the  ability  to  provide  legal  and  tax  information  that  will 

assist  people  to  realize  their  charitable  intentions  as  well  as  provide 
tax  benefits.  Please  keep  the  Foundation  and  its  important  work  in 
your  prayers  that  God  would  guide  all  of  us  to  do  His  will.  I  am  grate¬ 
ful  for  the  many  new  friends  and  old  friends  that  I  have  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit  and  I  look  forward  to  meeting  you. 

A-.  Ajuixi  ^ 


Giving  A  Home  Without  Moving 

Did  you  realize  a  person  owning  a  home  or  farm  who  intends  to  live 
there  for  life  can  get  a  substantial  income  tax  savings  by  deeding  the  re¬ 
mainder  interest  on  the  property  to  the  church? 

■*<  With  gifts  of  this  type,  the  owner  retains  use  of  the  home  or  farm  for  life 
and  upon  his/her  death  the  church  becomes  owner  of  the  property.  The  do¬ 
nor  continues  to  pay  taxes,  insurance  and  maintenance  on  the  property. 
The  right  to  continue  to  use  the  property  can  be  based  on  one  or  two  life¬ 
times  in  the  case  of  couples.  The  calculations  on  this  kind  of  gift  are  com¬ 
plex  and  require  factors  from  IRS  tables. 

If  you  are  considering  a  gift  of  this  nature,  we  would  be  happy  to  provide 
a  personalized  analysis  to  show  how  attractive  a  gift  like  this  can  be.  Write 
us  a  note  and  be  sure  to  include  the  property  value,  the  land  value,  your 
birthdate,  and  your  spouse’s  birthdate  if  you  are  considering  a  two-life 
agreement. 


Pictured  above  is  Mrs.  Florence  Hartline  of  Vivian,  Louisiana  who 
recently  gave  her  home  through  the  Foundation  to  the  work  of  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  Home  Board  in  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Hartline  will  have 
full  use  of  the  home  as  long  as  she  lives.  All  Methodists  in  Louisiana 
are  grateful  for  her  generous  gift. 


Giving  Through  Insurance 


'  Would  you  like  to  make  an  en¬ 
dowment  gift  to  your  church? 

Have  you  finally  decided  that  the 
Only  way  to  give  a  gift  is  to  name 
your  church  as  a  beneficiary  in  your 
will? 

Have  you  decided  that  making  a 
gift  is  just  an  impossible  dream? 

.  Let  us  help  you  make  it  possible 
to  give  a  charitable  gift  to  your 
church  through  insurance.  For  a 
very  small  premium  you  can  take 
out  a  life  insurance  policy  naming 


your  church  as  the  beneficiaiy.  Not 
only  will  your  church  ultimately 
benefit,  but  premiums  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible. 

We  have  quotes  on  various  size 
policies  that  offer  the  convenience 
of  low  monthly  premiums  or  poli¬ 
cies  that  can  be  funded  through 
payment  of  a  one-time  premium 
which  would  endow  your  policy  for 
a  lifetime.  Please  get  in  touch  with 
us  for  further  information  on  giving 
through  insurance. 


Foundation  Sunday  —  March  8, 1992 


Sunday,  March  8,  1992  has  been 
designated  “Foundation  Awareness 
Sunday.”  This  is  a  non-offering  ob¬ 
servance  to  acquaint  the  churches 
of  Louisiana  with  the  services  of¬ 
fered  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  Estab¬ 
lished  in  1975  as  an  agency  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  the  Founda¬ 
tion  now  manages  a  portfolio  of  ap¬ 
proximately  twenty  million  dollars. 

In  June  of  1990,  Kenneth  R. 
Reed  was  named  full-time  director 
of  the  Foundation.  Other  Staff 


members  are  Stacie  Schneider,  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Assistant  and  Max 
Churchman,  Accountant.  We  are 
ready  and  able  to  assist  you  or  get 
you  the  assistance  you  need.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  write  or  call. 

The  past  year  was  very  exciting 
for  Your  Foundation.  We  opened 
24  new  funds  and  increased  our  as¬ 
sets  by  almost  $10,000,000.00.  It  is 
a  joy  and  satisfaction  to  help  both 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
its  members  in  securing  a  solid  fu¬ 


ture.  As  you  read  this  page  you  will 
find  inspirational  stories  concern¬ 
ing  gifts  that  have  been  made  to  the 
Foundation  and  information  on 
types  of  gifts  that  can  be  made. 

In  addition  to  holding  funds  for 
churches  and  agencies  the  Founda¬ 
tion  has  some  funds  which  are  un¬ 
designated.  The  income  from  these 
funds  is  used  to  make  grants  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  causes  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  our  Conference. 
Your  gift  or  memorial  to  this  fund 
(no  matter  how  large  or  small)  is 


welcome.  It’s  very  gratifying  to  real¬ 
ize  that  even  $5.00  given  this  year 
to  such  a  fund  will  be  working  for 
the  Methodist  Church  10,  25,  even 
50  years  from  now. 

It  is  a  blessing  to  have  the  Foun¬ 
dation  as  a  means  to  help  secure  the 
financial  future  of  our  church.  As 
our  financial  future  becomes  more 
secure  we  have  more  time  and  re¬ 
sources  to  go  and  do  the  work  that 
needs  to  be  done  to  spread  God’s 
word  among  the  people. 


A  Lesson  In  Planned  Giving 


One  of  the  most  inspirational  stories  about  Planned  Giving  in  Louisiana 
is  Dr.  Rex  Squyres,  a  retired  minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  living  in 
Kinder,  Louisiana.  Several  years  ago  Rex  gave  $100,000  to  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  from  which  the  Foundation  will  pro¬ 
vide  income  to  his  children  for  a  specified  number  of  years.  Later  he  gave 
his  home  (pictured  below)  from  which  he  received  tax  credit  and  of  which 
he  has  the  full,  unrestricted  use  as  long  as  he  lives.  Later  he  established  a 
cemetery  fund  with  the  Foundation  for  Clear  Creek  United  Methodist 
Cemetery  in  Alexandria  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife,  Bertha.  What  a 
lesson  in  giving!  He  has  truly  been  a  blessing  and  an  inspiration.  Louisiana 
Methodism  takes  its  hat  off  to  Dr.  Rex  Squyres! 


Questions  And  Answers 


Q.  Who  owns  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  of  Louisiana? 

The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  is  an  agency  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as 
voted  by  the  1975  Session. 

Q.  Who  governs  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana? 

A  Board  of  Directors  is  elected  by 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
to  determine  the  policies  of  the 
Foundation.  An  Executive  Director 
is  appointed  by  the  Bishop,  and  the 
Executive  Director  and  the  Board 
determine  the  staff  that  is  necessary 
for  the  management  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion. 

Q.  How  often  do  the  Directors 
meet? 

The  Board  of  Directors  meets 
once  a  year.  The  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  meets  quarterly.  Various 
committees  appointed  by  the  Board 
meet  on  call  throughout  the  year. 

Q.  Who  functions  for  the  Direc¬ 
tors  when  they  are  not  meeting? 

An  Executive  Committee,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
Directors,  the  Chairpersons  of 
standing  committees,  and  the  Bish¬ 
op  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  are 
authorized  under  the  Charter  to  act 
for  the  Directors  when  they  are  not 
in  session. 

Q.  Are  the  financial  records  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  audited? 

All  financial  records  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  are  audited  annually  by  a 
competent  auditing  firm.  Copies  of 
the  current  audit  are  always  avail¬ 
able  to  interest  persons. 

Q.  How  is  the  investment  policy 
of  the  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  determined? 

The  Directors,  through  an  Invest¬ 
ment  Committee,  determine  the  In¬ 
vestment  Policy  for  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  and  that  policy  is  carried  out 
by  the  Foundation’s  professional 
staff. 

Q.  What  kind  of  investments  are 
now  made  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana? 


The  assets  managed  by  the  Foun¬ 
dation  are  high  grade  securities  and 
government  insured  accounts.  The 
Foundation  is  now  investing  in 
church  bonds  and  loans. 

Q.  Who  benefits  from  assets  giv¬ 
en  to  the  Foundation? 

The  donor  designates  the  benefi¬ 
ciary.  The  agencies  and  institutions 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  local  churches  are  the  pri¬ 
mary  and  appropriate  recipients  of 
the  earnings. 

Q.  Can  real  estate  or  other  prop¬ 
erty  be  used  to  establish  a  fund? 

Yes,  these  assets  are  excellent 
sources  to  fund  an  endowment.  The 
donor  may  receive  a  charitable  tax 
deduction,  avoid  capital  gains  tax¬ 
es,  and  realize  estate  savings. 

Q.  Can  one  give  assets  to  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  for  the  benefit  of  other 
organizations? 

Yes,  provided  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  a  religious,  charitable,  or 
educational  one  identified  by  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service  as  a 
501(c)(3)  organization. 

Q.  Can  an  annuity  be  provided 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana? 

Yes,  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Louisiana  can  provide  a 
gift  annuity  contract,  a  charitable 
annuity  trust,  or  a  charitable  uni¬ 
trust.  Staff  is  available  to  confer 
about  these  instruments. 

Q.  Does  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  have  assis¬ 
tance  available? 

Yes,  this  assistance  is  available 
without  charge  or  obligation. 

Q.  How  are  operating  expenses  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  provided? 

The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  receives  direct 
support  from  individuals  who  have 
made  pledges  to  the  operations 
fund.  The  other  income  is  generated 
from  its  own  activity.  This  addi¬ 
tional  support  includes  income 
which  is  directed  to  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
and  from  other  management  in¬ 
come  and  reasonable  fees. 


Pictured  above  is  Dr.  Rex  Squyres  and  his  home  in  Kinder,  Louisi¬ 
ana. 


Your  Foundation  On  The  Move 


Shown  are  Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  Dr.  Kenneth  Reed  and  Dr.  Ron  Pryer  at 
a  recent  Sunday  Morning  Worship  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pineville.  Dr.  Pryer  is  a  Trustee  of  the  Foundation. 


Whether  it  be  good  or  bad  weath¬ 
er,  day  or  night,  Kenneth  Reed  has 
driven  over  50,000  miles  around 
our  state,  to  spread  the  good  news 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  explained  how 
the  Foundation  can  help  ensure  the 
future  of  the  Christian  Faith  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
Reed  has  visited  with  72  churches 
in  the  last  twenty  months,  not  in¬ 
cluding  many  other  meetings  and 
consultations  with  individuals  and 
churches.  He  would  be  delighted  to 
come  to  your  church  to  preach, 
meet  with  Sunday  School  classes, 


speak  at  church  nights,  or  meet  with 
your  Permanent  Endowment  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  is  also  available  to  visit 
with  individuals  who  are  interested 
in  making  a  gift  to  your  church  or 
any  church  sponsored  institution. 
To  set  up  a  date  or  obtain  more  in¬ 
formation,  please  call  the  area  of¬ 
fices  at  504/346-1646  or  clip  and 
mail  the  form  below.  If  you  would 
like  to  know  more  about  the  Foun¬ 
dation  and  keep  up  with  the  current 
trends  in  Planned  Giving,  sign  up 
below  to  receive  the  Foundation’s 
mailings. 


_ Clip  and  Mail - 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(504)  346-1646 

I  am  interested  in  receiving,  without  obligation,  information  on: 

_ Wills  _ Life  Income  Plans  - Giving  Securities 

_ Giving  Real  Estate  - Giving  through  Life  Insurance 

_ Gifts  in  memory  or  honor  of  loved  ones  or  friends 

Assistance  with: _ Budget  or  Capital  Fund  Campaign 

_ Wills,  Estate  Planning  and  Financial  Management  Seminar 

_ Setting  up  a  Permanent  Endowment  Committee 

Name - — - 

Address - 

City _ —  State - Zip - 

Phone  - 


_ Please  add  my  name  to  the  Foundation ’s  mailing  list 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Trends  In  The 
Appointment 
Process 


There  was  a  time  when  a  bishop  and  district  superintendents  found 
appointment  making  much  less  complicated.  The  cabinet  would  meet  a 
few  days  before  Annual  Conference,  make  appointments  and  announce 
them  at  the  close  of  conference.  Many  pastors  and  laypersons  would 
hear  the  assignments  for  the  first  time  as  the  bishop  read  the  appoint¬ 
ments.  Lovett  Weems  tells  of  the  early  days  in  the  southern  church 
when  each  pastor  would  come  forward  at  conference  as  the  name  was 
read,  hear  the  appointment  and  respond  “God  is  good,  bishop!”  One 
brother,  not  expecting  to  move,  came  forward,  heard  his  new  assign¬ 
ment,  and  exclaimed,  “Good  God,  bishop!” 

That  was  a  different  day.  One  has  only  to  read  this  newspaper  on  a 
regular  basis  to  realize  that  the  cabinet  makes  appointments  the  year- 
round.  Also,  the  process  is  radically  different.  The  itineracy  has  many 
pressures  upon  it  that  will  not  go  away  —  spouse  employment,  clergy 
couples,  housing  preferences,  health,  theological  diversity,  etc. 

But  the  greatest  pressure  upon  appointment  making  is  even  more 
sharply  focused  than  the  above. 

It  is  the  pressure  of  the  churches  believing  that  the  effectiveness  of 
the  pastor  is  crucial  to  the  growth  of  the  church  and  conversely  each 
pastor  believing  that  a  guaranteed  appointment  means  moving  to  a 
larger  church  and  salary. 

Frankly,  I  understand  both  positions.  Local  churches  are  more  de¬ 
pendent  today  on  an  effective  pastor.  There  was  a  time  when  Method¬ 
ists  were  active  Methodists  regardless  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  pastor. 
If  one  didn’t  find  the  present  pastor  to  one’s  liking,  wait  a  year  or  two 
for  a  change.  Now  we  know  that  long  pastorates  are  necessary  for 
church  growth.  This  means  the  appointment  process  Is  far  more  impor¬ 
tant  to  laity  than  it  has  ever  been.  This  is  brought  home  to  me  daily  by 
the  avalanche  of  letters  and  phone  calls  that  cover  my  desk. 

From  a  pastor’s  perspective,  where  does  the  accountability  lie?  Who 
decides  on  my  future?  A  bishop?  A  cabinet  of  bishop  and  nine  district 
superintendents?  The  Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee  of  the  local 
church?  ■  -T--  — 

The  genius  of  United  Methodism  Is  consultation.  Congregation 
(PPR  Committee)  Conference  (bishop  and  cabinet)  and  pastor  are  the 
consultation  partners.  After  all  the  partners  have  expressed  their  views, 
the  bishop  has  the  responsibility  to  make  the  appointment  based  on  the 
missional  needs  of  the  congregation  and  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  pas¬ 
tor. 

No  bishop  makes  appointments  unilaterally.  PPR  Committees  are 
not  “pulpit  committees”  making  decisions  by  vote.  Pastors  do  not  de¬ 
termine  their  own  destiny  or  place  of  service. 

Yes,  the  appointive  process  is  under  pressure.  But  it  still  represents 
the  missional  thrust  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  which  SENDS 
its  pastors  where  gifts  and  graces  match  needs. 


UX&L-&QL 


Around  the  Conference 


Methodist  Psychiatric  Paviilion  is 
offering  free,  confidential  mental 
health  evaluations  as  a  public  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  greater  New  Orleans 
community.  Evaluations  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  families  are  conducted 
in  private  to  determine  what  the 
difficulties  are  and  to  recommend  a 
corrective  course  of  action.  Evalua¬ 
tions  are  recommended  for  persons 
experiencing:  Stress/anxiety;  drug 
and  alcohol  addiction;  chronic  pain; 
co-dependency;  sexual  trauma;  grief 
and  depression,  behavioral  prob¬ 
lems  or  panic  attacks.  Call  (504) 
244-5661  (on  a  24-hour  schedule) 
for  appointment  or  information. 


C.  Gerald  Richardson,  district  su¬ 
perintendent  of  Acadiana,  visited 

Easter  Videos  Are  Available 


The  Conference  Resource  Center 
has  a  number  of  audio  visual  tapes 
available  for  the  Easter  season. 

The  Magic  Boy’s  Easter  (24  min¬ 
utes),  a  family  entertainment  film, 
tells  the  dramatic  story  of  a  disabled 
boy  moved  to  faith  in  Jesus  by  a 
dream  experience  in  which  he  be¬ 
comes  a  magician’s  helper  in  an¬ 
cient  Jerusalem.  He  meets  Jesus  on 
the  road  to  Golgotha  in  this  story  of 
fear,  faith  and  renewal. 

Three  Days  As  thunder  rolls  in  the 
background,  a  group  of  Jesus’s  fol¬ 
lowers  carries  his  body  wrapped  in 
;a  sheet  toward  a  tomb  near  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  They  move  quickly  to  finish 
•their  sad  task  before  the  Sabbath 
begins.  The  next  day  joy  replaces 
gloom  as  Mary  Magdalene  arrives 
with  the  news  that  “He  is  alive!” 

Easter  Is  A  Heartwarming  story  of 
love,  sacrifice  and  trust  featuring 


Wllliftm  B.  Oden,  biahop 
Donald  C.  CottrUU  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
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United  Methodists  of  Louisiana 
Will  Collect  Food  for  Russian  Friends 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  will 
gather  in  three  locations  throughout 
the  state  on  Friday,  March  27,  to 
send  food  boxes  to  Russia.  The 
Russian  Food  Lift  is  being  arranged 
in  conjunction  with  UMCOR  (The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief)  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and  the  new  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Ekaterinburg. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists 
have  a  special  place  in  their  hearts 
and  souls  for  the  people  of  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  since  the  recent  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  there.  We  have  prayed  for 
these  Christian  brothers  and  sisters. 
We  have  also  been  concerned  for 


the  basic  necessities  of  the  people, 
who  were  once  our  enemies,  now 
our  friends. 

Local  churches  are  encouraged  to 
attend  district  training  sessions  on 
Saturday,  March  7,  (the  time  and 
location  announced  by  District  Su¬ 
perintendents).  Specific  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  food  lift  will  be  given 
to  representatives  of  local  churches. 
On  Sunday,  March  8,  information 
will  be  distributed  to  all  church 
members. 

Specific  foods,  selected  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  Russian  diets,  will  be  put 
in  individual  boxes,  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  chairman  of  the 
project,  said.  “We  hope  to  send  a 


Historical  Churches 
Plan  Special  Events 


students  attending  seminary  at 
Duke  University  the  last  week  in 
February.  “  A  special  effort  is  made 
to  keep  in  touch  with  students 
around  the  country  to  let  them 
know  we  appreciate  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  call  to  ordained  minis¬ 
try,”  Richardson  said. 

* *  *  * 

A  bank  in  Houma  offers  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  UMC,  Houma,  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  have  their  bank 
accounts  drafted  for  their  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  church.  If  a  member 
misses  church,  he  does  not  get  be¬ 
hind  in  his  pledge.  For  the  church  it 
assures  a  more  accurate  cash  flow 
and  assurance  that  contributions 
come  in  at  the  same  time  each 
month.  The  Rev.  J.  Henry  Bowden 
Jr.  is  pastor. 


Centenary  UMC 


the  loveable  Benji  and  his  dog  Wal¬ 
do.  The  boy  tries  to  get  back  his 
best  friend  and  discovers  the  true 
meaning  of  Easter  along  the  way. 
For  ages  4-11. 

He  Is  Risen  is  an  animated  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Biblical  Easter  story  suit¬ 
able  for  the  whole  family  to  view 
together.  Produced  and  directed  by 
Richard  Rich,  former  director  of 
Walt  Disney  Productions. 

Easter  Today,  Easter  Forever  the 
33-minute  long  film  for  ages  4-12, 
features  Nanny  and  Isaiah  in  a  sen¬ 
sitive  story  that  helps  children  un¬ 
derstand  God’s  gift  of  eternal  life. 

To  schedule  audio-visual  tapes  or 
to  inquire  about  membership  in  the 
resources  library,  call  or  write  Judy 
Brewer:  Conference  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter,  Headquarters  Building,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5720,  (504)  346-1646  or  Fax 
(504)  383-2652. 


Some  recent  visitors  at  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  have  been 
Vaux’s  Swifts,  birds  which  roost  in 
a  chimney  of  the  church  every  win¬ 
ter.  The  annual  visitors  made  news 
in  the  local  media.  The  visiting 
birds  were  viewed  by  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Chapter  of 
the  National  Audubon  Society  from 
the  church  parking  lot. 

♦  *  * 

The  Spring  Style  Show,  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Home  Aux¬ 
iliary  as  a  benefit  for  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  is  set  for 
Thursday,  March  19,  at  11  a.m.  The 
“Easter  Parade  of  Fashions”  from 
J.C.  Penney  Co.  Inc.,  will  be  held  in 
St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  6017  Cam¬ 
phor,  Metairie.  Tickets  are  $7.50 
and  may  be  purchased  at  the  door. 
All  proceeds  will  go  to  the  home, 
8 1 5  Washington  Ave.,  for  its  care  of 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected 
children,  ages  6  to  14,  Margaret 
Murdock,  auxiliary  publicity  chair¬ 
man,  reports. 

*  *  * 

New  Members  Sunday  is  a  spe¬ 
cial  time  at  First  UMC,  Minden, 
when  non-members  who  have  been 
participating  in  the  church  are 
asked  to  join.  “Sometimes  a  person 
is  hesitant  to  go,  down  the  aisle  of 
the  church  by  themselves  and  feel 
better  joining  with  a  group,”  Carl  E. 
Rhoads  III,  pastor,  said. 


ship  load.” 

“We  have  heard  of  the  shortage 
of  food,”  Ramsey  continued.  “The 
time  is  short  and  the  need  is  great. 
Begin  now  to  respond  and  invite  ev¬ 
eryone  in  your  community  to  be¬ 
come  a  part  of  the  project.” 

The  boxes  will  begin  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  Russia  March  27  when  they 
are  loaded  on  trucks  at  the  three  lo¬ 
cations.  In  Ekaterinburg,  the  pack¬ 
ages,  containing  food,  prayers  and 
greetings  from  Louisiana,  will  be 
distributed  to  families  in  the  city  of 
one  and  a  half  million  people.  Our 
own  United  Methodist  church 
members  will  share  the  boxes  with 
fellow  residents  who  are  in  need. 


Russian  Food  Lift  Instructions 

Packing  instructions:  Use  a  re¬ 
inforced  cardboard  box  1 2  */2 " 
high,  12'/2"  wide  and  I6V2"  long 
(available  at  most  moving  supply 
stores  or  through  the  District).  A 
postcard  should  be  enclosed  in 
each  box  with  the  return  address 
of  the  church. 

Each  box  should  include  the 
following  food  only: 

5  pounds  each:  flour,  sugar, 
pasta,  rice,  canned  meats,  pow¬ 
dered  milk 

2  pounds:  shortening 

1  pound  each:  dehydrated 
soups,  tea,  dehydrated  fruit 
juices,  solid  chocolate  bars  (not 
for  baking). 


Two  historical  United  Methodist 
Churches,  one  in  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  and  one  in  Shreveport  District, 
are  celebrating  special  events. 

Churches  stand  as  landmarks  in 
many  communities,  symbols  of  the 
dedication  of  Christians,  past  and 
present.  Longtime  congregations, 
too,  attest  to  the  love  of  Christ  and 
His  church. 

Grand  Cane  UMC 

The  authentically  and  lovingly  re¬ 
stored  Grand  Cane  UMC  in 
Shreveport  District  and  Desoto 
Parish  has  been  nominated  for  the 
National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

Built  in  1888,  the  church  is  a 
frame  Gothic  Revival  building  lo¬ 
cated  on  Highway  171  in  the  small 
community  of  Grand  Cane. 

Originally,  the  church  had  a 
three-story  side  tower  with  an  oc¬ 
tagonal  spire  and  four  comer  pinna¬ 
cles,  the  Rev.  Dick  Humphries, 
pastor,  said.  The  lower  story  of  the 
tower  contained  a  vestibule  which 
served  as  the  entrance  to  the  build¬ 
ing. 

About  1959,  the  tower  was  taken 
down  to  the  first  story  and  given  a 
pitched  roof. 

“Through  the  hard  work,  sacri¬ 
fice  and  dedication  of  its  members, 
the  building,  including  the  bell  tow¬ 
er,  were  fully  restored,”  the  minis¬ 
ter  said.  The  project  was  completed 
last  fall.  Members  plan  a  homecom¬ 
ing  celebration  in  the  spring  to  cele¬ 
brate  their  church’s  recognition  as 
“the  parish’s  most  elaborate  exam¬ 
ple  of  Gothic  Revival  architecture.” 


Centenary  UMC 

Celebrating  its  1  50th  year  on 
Sunday,  March  8,  will  be  Centenary 
UMC  of  Franklinton  in  Lake 
Charles  District.  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  will  preach  a  sermon  and  the 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  pastor,  will 
conduct  a  service  at  10:30  a.m. 

In  1830,  the  Centennial  of  Meth¬ 
odism  was  celebrated  and  it  was  in 
honor  of  that  event  that  the  church 
was  named.  The  official  church 
charter  was  issued  in  1842. 

The  church  is  historically  signifi¬ 
cant  as  an  influence  on  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Many  members  of  the 
Centenary  congregation,  as  well  as 
other  residents  of  Franklinton,  are 
direct  descendants  of  the  original 
Methodist  families  who  settled 
there  and  organized  the  church. 

Former  pastors  and  church  mem¬ 
bers,  other  friends  and  neighbors 
are  invited  to  join  the  congregation 
for  the  special  observance. 


Participants  in  the  Women's  Winter  Retreat  at  Lakeview  UMC, 
Shreveport,  included,  FROM  LEFT,  Amanda  Whiten,  soloist;  Su¬ 
zanne  Cate,  song  leader;  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin  and  Marilyn  Oden,  re¬ 
treat  leaders.  Titled,  “God,  I  Am  Puzzled"  the  retreat  attracted  52 
women  who  struggled  with  the  questions:  "Who  Am  I?,  Where  Am  I 
Going?  What  Makes  the  Journey  So  Difficult?"  It  is  an  ongoing  pro¬ 
cess  in  which  the  questions  keep  changing  and  we  must  seek  new 
answers,  the  leaders  said.  "The  joy  of  it  is  that  we  are  all  intercon¬ 
nected,  working  together,"  Akin  added.  "All  answers  do  not  come 
at  once  but  little  pieces  of  the  puzzle  do  fit  together." 

Tax  and  Financial  Planning 
Seminar  Slated  for  Clergy 


How  are  clergy  taxes  unique? 

Are  ministers  self-employed  or 
not? 

These  and  other  questions  relat¬ 
ing  to  clergy  tax  and  financial  plan¬ 
ning  will  be  discussed  at  a  seminar 
on  Friday,  March  27. 

The  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Pensions  will  sponsor 
the  one-day  Clergy  Tax  and  Finan¬ 
cial  Planning  Seminar  from  9  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.  in  First  UMC  in  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

Workshop  leader  will  be  the  Rev. 
Frederick  Leasure,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 


Author  of  articles  on  fund-rais¬ 
ing,  fund-management  and  local 
and  clergy  tax  and  financial  plan¬ 
ning  issues,  he  also  wrote  the  local 
church  guidebook,  Federal  Tax  Re¬ 
porting  and  Filing  Requirements  for 
Laypersons  and  Clergy.  He  was  re¬ 
cently  honored  as  “Fund-Raising 
Executive  of  the  Year”  in  the  great¬ 
er  Pittsburgh  area. 

Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  is  executive 
director  of  the  Foundation  and  Dr. 
Stone  W.  Caraway  is  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Pension  Board. 

Register  by  sending  $30  to:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802-5720. 


It's  Subscription  Renewal  Time 


It’s  time  to  subscribe  or  to  renew 
your  subscription  to  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist. 

Readers  can  keep  abreast  of  news 
about  the  UMC  in  Louisiana,  the 
nation  and  the  world. 

The  conference  newspaper  also 
provides  a  forum  for  information 
on  current  topics  of  importance  to 
the  church.  In  its  columns  “good 
ideas”  and  “good  news”  are  shared 
from  local  churches  within  our  An¬ 
nual  Conference  and  beyond. 

In  the  paper,  announcements  are 
made  about  training  events  and  ac¬ 


tivities  for  both  lay  and  clergy. 

The  cost  of  the  Conference  news¬ 
paper  for  1992  is  $12  per  subscrip¬ 
tion,  with  issues  being  mailed  to 
your  home  each  week.  That’s  a  bar¬ 
gain! 

To  subscribe,  fill  out  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  form  at  your  local  church  and 
turn  it  in  to  the  church  office.  Or 
mail  a  check  for  $12  with  your 
name  and  address  to:  Louisiana 
United  Methodist,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


World  Day  of  Prayer  Focus  Is  Environment 


World  Day  of  Prayer,  being  ob¬ 
served  March  6,  has  an  environ¬ 
mental  theme,  “Living  With 
Creation.” 

Norma  S.  Winegeart  of  Plain 
Dealing,  president,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Women, 
said  the  observance  dates  back  to 
the  1 800s. 

“World  Day  of  Prayer  is  one  of 
the  most  significant  ecumenical  cel¬ 


ebrations  now  sponsored  by  Church 
Women  United,”  Winegeart  said. 
Joyce  Reed  of  Jefferson  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  is  state  CWU  president. 

UMW  has  joined  other  Protes¬ 
tant,  Catholic  and  Orthodox  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  observance  in  170 
regions  of  the  world. 

“World  Day  of  Prayer”  bands 
Christian  women  into  a  powerful 
community  of  faith  as  we  partici¬ 


pate  in  this  globe-encircling  petition 
for  peace  and  justice,”  Winegeart 
said. 

The  1992  service  was  written  by 
women  of  Austria,  Switzerland  and 
Germany. 

“People  in  every  country  are 
urged  to  make  necessary  changes  in 
their  lives  to  restore  and  heal  the  re¬ 
sources  of  this  planet,”  Winegeart 
added. 
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Editorial, 


What  bell  rang  and  why? 


Theologian  Karl  Barth  once 
told  how  astonished  he  was  by 
the  enthusiastic  response  to  his 
first  book. 

His  experience,  he  said,  was 
like  that  of  a  man  climbing  the 
stairs  of  an  unlighted  church  tow¬ 
er  Stumbling,  he  grabbed  a  rope 
to  avoid  falling — only  to  find  that 
he’d  unwittingly  rung  a  great  bell! 

In  a  more  modest  vein,  that 
describes  our  surprise  at  the  sig¬ 
nificantly  larger-than-usual  read¬ 
er  response  to  a  recent  editorial. 

The  editorial,  headlined  “A 
‘holy  experiment’  in  healing” 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  7),  described  a 
pre-surgery  worship  experience 
involving  Reporter  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  family  and  friends  (see  also 
“Faithfully  yours,”  Feb.  21,  and 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,”  Feb.  28). 

The  volume  of  letters  and  re¬ 
quests  for  the  worship  service  has 
been  at  least  25  times  greater  than 
our  usual  reader  response  to  edi¬ 
torials — and  we’re  still  counting! 

Moreover,  the  responses,  uni¬ 
versally  warm  and  appreciative, 
have  come  from  across  the  whole 
church,  geographically  and  theo¬ 
logically. 

It’s  apparent  to  us  that  our  edi¬ 
torial  rang  an  unexpected  “bell.” 

But  what  bell,  and  why? 

Frankly,  we’re  not  sure.  Read¬ 
er-respondents  hinted  at  but  did 
not  elaborate  on  numerous  possi¬ 
ble  explanations:  a  welcome  em¬ 


phasis  on  healing,  the  integration 
of  worship  with  “real  life,”  the 
witnessing  nature  of  the  editori¬ 
al,  to  name  a  few. 

However,  no  one  attempted  to 
analyze  why  an  otherwise  routine 
editorial  (or  so  it  seemed  to  us!) 
was  so  apparently  on  target. 

We  believe  this  experience  pro¬ 
vides  a  rare  opportunity  to  glean 
insights  from  each  other  into  our 
collective  hearts  and  minds  as  con¬ 
temporary  Christians,  insights  that 
could  be  instructive  for  us  at  all 
levels  of  our  community  of  faith. 

Specifically,  we  invite  you  to 
reflect  with  us  on  the  following 
questions: 

■  What  “bell”  was  rung  by  an 
editorial  about  a  simple  worship 
service  of  healing? 

■  What  resulting  implications 
might  there  be  for: 

•f  Individual  Christians? 

T  Congregations? 

/  Our  denomination? 

You  may  respond  in  one  of 
three  ways:  via  the  Reporter’s 
FaithLine  answering  machine 
(214  +  630-6499),  facsimile 
(214  +  630-0079)  or  letter  (maxi¬ 
mum  two  double-spaced  pages  for 
either  fax  or  letter). 

As  our  thanks,  respondents 
whose  thoughts  are  published 
will  receive  a  signed  print  of  an 
original  "world  is  my  parish” 
poster  designed  by  UMR  graphic 
artist,  Tom  Gibson. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Or.  Chung's  ' sophistication '  challenged 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  Patri¬ 
cia  Lefevere’s  Feb.  21  article  on  Dr. 
Chung  Hyun  Kyung  headlined, 
“Thundering  theologian  paying 
price  for  her  convictions.” 

Dr.  Chung  claims  that  her  studies 
in  the  U.S.  made  her  “too  sophisti¬ 
cated”  in  the  eyes  of  her  students,  her 
friends  and  the  people  in  her  church. 
She  also  blames  much  of  their  suspi¬ 
cion  of  her  on  “the  Korean  view  of 
America  as  a  colonial  power.” 

I  find  Dr.  Chung’s  assertions 
questionable  on  several  counts. 

First,  her  use  of  the  term  syncre¬ 
tism  (“I’m  as  syncretist  as  you  are, 
but  I’m  admitting  it.”)  is  anything 
but  sophisticated.  Syncretism,  as 
the  article  points  out,  refers  to  “the 
indiscriminate  mingling  of  different 
religious  elements.” 

The  key  word  here  is  indiscrimi¬ 
nate.  Truth  conveyed  in  language 
can  be  captured  appropriately  in  a 
variety  of  cultural  forms,  and  mis¬ 
sionaries  throughout  history  have 
been  quite  willing  to  use  diverse 
cultural  forms  to  express  the  Gos¬ 
pel. 

After  all,  the  Holy  Spirit  pro¬ 
claimed  the  deeds  of  God  in  many 
languages  at  Pentecost.  However, 
this  is  not  syncretism  because  the 
mingling  was  not  indiscriminate. 
Dr.  Chung,  by  admitting  she  is  syn¬ 
cretist.  seems  to  suggest  she  is  bor¬ 
rowing  among  different  faiths 
indiscriminately. 

Second,  Dr.  Chung  seems  to  have 
alienated  many  others  besides  her 


Here  I  Stanch 


Good  biblical  scholarship 
requires  us  to  be  honest 


BY  RICHARD  GIST 

In  my  sophomore  preaching 
class,  I  submitted,  as  a  class  assign¬ 
ment,  a  slightly  altered  (the  word 
“plagiarized”  comes  to  mind)  ser¬ 
mon  on  Samson  and  Delilah. 

It  was  a  powerful,  evangelistic 
piece  by  a  nationally  known  tent- 
and-radio  preacher.  It  said  every¬ 
thing  I  believed  or  wanted  to  believe. 

Being  a  babe  in  the  faith,  I  did 
what  so  many  undeveloped  Chris¬ 
tians  do:  I  mistook  a  mature  Chris¬ 
tian  (my  professor)  for  a 
non-Christian.  I  turned  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  sermon  because  I  felt  the 
good  doctor  needed  to  read  some 
real,  soul-saving  preaching. 

When  he  returned  the  paper,  he  in¬ 
cluded  this  penciled  comment:  “Very 
interesting,  but  what  does  it  have  to 
do  with  the  text?”  My  next  assign¬ 
ment  was  to  defend  “my  work”  on 
the  basis  of  the  Bible.  1  could  not. 

Nothing  from  Bible 

Indeed,  the  sermon  had  drawn 
virtually  nothing  from  the  biblical 
account.  The  fundamentalist 
preacher  I  loved  and  copied  had 
said  all  the  moving,  familiar  things, 
but  unfortunately,  little  that  the 
biblical  writer  had  penned.  And 
that  is  a  “liberal”  use  of  Scripture. 

Within  the  Christian  faith  we 
have  this  wide  body  of  popular  my 
theology  that  for  many  is  “The  Gos¬ 
pel.”  To  tamper  with  it  is  tanta¬ 
mount  to  heresy.  The  problem,  of 
course,  is  that  often  the  mythology 
is  not  scripturally  defensible. 

For  instance,  I  grew  up  on  those 
familiar  “Spiritual  Laws.”  You 
know  the  ones.  A  couple  of  verses 
from  John,  ditto  from  Romans,  a 
dash  of  Corinthians,  and,  for  spice, 
a  verse  from  Revelation. 

Collectively,  they  were  taught  to 
me  as  God’s  plan  of  salvation,  a 
plan,  however,  that  no  writer  of 
Scripture — not  John  nor  Matthew 
nor  Luke  nor  Paul — taught  their  lis¬ 
teners.  Certainly,  it  was  not  a 
“plan”  that  Jesus  offered.  That 
“conservative”  and  well-inten¬ 
tioned  evangelistic  tool  took  the 
same  great  liberties  with  the  Bible 


students,  friends,  and  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Perhaps  it  is  what  she  says  or 
the  way  she  says  it  that  is  more  to 
blame  than  a  Korean  perception 
that  America  is  a  colonial  power. 

Finally,  Dr.  Chung  sounds  very 
much  like  a  person  given  to  grandi¬ 
ose  statements.  Such  statements 
may  make  good  newspaper  copy 
but  reveal  little  theological  sub¬ 
stance  and  no  sophistication. 

Mike  Carter 
Irving,  Texas 

Oral  Roberts  defended 

I  was  a  bit  surprised  and  sad¬ 
dened  to  see  the  Feb.  14  article  by 
Andrew  J.  Weaver  in  which  he 
mentioned  Oral  Roberts  in  a  list  of 
other  ministers  accused  of  being 
derelict  in  their  duties  and  some 
proven  guilty  of  misdeeds. 

Oral  Roberts  is  an  honorable  man. 
Visit  Tulsa,  go  to  the  university  and 
see  what  he  has  done.  He  has  thou¬ 
sands  of  graduates  ministering  around 
the  world  and  so  much  to  show  for  his 
years  of  serving  the  Lord. 

I  really  feel  Oral  Roberts  deserves 
an  apology. 

A.nn  Wagner 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Is  God  a  tyrant? 

Can  you  be  saved  without  person¬ 
ally  accepting  Jesus?  The  Rev. 
Maxie  D.  Dunnam  says  “no”  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  24). 

You  cannot  personally  accept  Je¬ 
sus  unless  you  have  heard  of  him 


(and  have  heard  of  him  in  meaning¬ 
ful  ways),  and  through  history  vast 
multitudes  never  have  through  the 
simple  accident  of  the  time  and 
place  of  their  birth. 

And  so,  while  Dr.  Dunnam’s  im¬ 
age  of  God  may  be  useful  to  moti¬ 
vate  evangelistic  efforts  and 
perhaps  even  help  reverse  the  de¬ 
cline  in  UM  membership,  it  would 
do  so  only  at  a  terrible  cost:  it 
would  make  God  into  some  sort  of 
arbitrary  tyrant  who  allows  the  ulti¬ 
mate  question  of  the  salvation/dam¬ 
nation  of  persons  “made  in  God’s 
image  and  likeness”  to  depend  on  a 
material  accident  over  which  they 
have  no  control. 

This  is  a  fundamentally  impor¬ 
tant  theological  question  that  can¬ 
not  be  decided  on  merely  pragmatic 
or  opportunistic  grounds. 

Brian  McCarthy 
Phillips,  Wisconsin 

Church  is  not  a  democracy 

When  I  first  saw  the  phrase  in  the 
Jan.  3  article  headlined,  “Delegate 
‘grassroots’  protest  reported,”  I  dis¬ 
missed  it  with  a  sigh. 

However,  when  it  was  cheered  by 
Charles  Schuman  in  a  letter  to  the 
editor  in  the  Jan.  17  issue,  I  felt 
moved  to  write. 

Both  the  “grassroots”  movement 
and  Mr.  Schuman  want  to  “return 
the  church  to  its  members.”  This 
implies  a  belief  that  at  one  time  the 
members  owned  it  but  have  lost  it  to 
some  board  or  agency.  There  seems 


Pontius'  Puddle 


“Here  /  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Richard  Cist  is 
minister  of  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Corcoran,  Minn.  (Minnesota 
Annual  Conference). 

as  my  fundamentalist  preacher  did. 

So,  too,  on  almost  any  Sunday 
morning,  while  driving  between  the 
two  points  on  my  charge,  I  can  pick 
up  on  my  radio  some  preacher  dis¬ 
pensing  judgment  and  damnation 
from  the  book  of  Revelation. 

This  wonderful  though  much 
misunderstood  book,  that  has  as  its 
central  message  the  truth  that  God’s 
greatest  power  is  exemplified  by  the 
slaughtered  Lamb,  becomes  the 
source  of  all  kinds  of  wild-eyed 
speculation  by  those  who  do  not 
separate  the  vehicle — apocalypti¬ 
cism — from  the  message. 

Rather,  they  pound  away  at  all 
kinds  of  things  that  John  never  tar¬ 
geted.  Again,  to  do  that  is  to  take 
unacceptable  liberties  with  our 
Holy  Scriptures. 

Curiously,  we  United  Methodists 
are  labeled  “liberal”  by  many  people 
because  we  insist  on  being  as  honest 
with  Scripture  as  we  possibly  can. 
The  process  of  reading  “out  of  the 
text”  rather  than  into  it  requires  con¬ 
siderable  “homework,”  and  yet  that 
is  our  approach,  and,  yes,  sometimes 
it  disturbs  the  popular  theology. 

Knowing  who  wrote  words 

We  believe  that  knowing  who  wrote 
the  words,  to  whom  they  were  writ¬ 
ten,  and  why,  and  when,  and  what  the 
situation  to  which  they  were  directed 
was  all  about,  what  kind  of  world  the 
people  writing  and  reading  found 
themselves  in,  etc.,  is  essential  to  good 
biblical  scholarship. 

The  more  fully  we  can  enter  into 
that  ancient  world  and  see  how  the 
Word  of  God  was  flowing  through 
those  detailed  circumstances,  the 
greater  our  chances  of  identifying 
that  same  Word  speaking  to  our  cir¬ 
cumstances  today. 

And  that,  1  would  contend,  is  the 
most  “conservative”  approach  to 
Scripture  possible. 


fAORE  6M>  MEWS  FOR  THE 
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TO  DECLINE. 
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My  Witness  - — 

Long-ago  taste  of  eternity 
helped  cushion  my  grief 


By  ROY  C.  DELAMOTTE 

Minta,  my  wife,  passed  away  on 
Dec.  14.  She  had  an  operation  for  a 
malignant  brain  tumor  on  July  29, 
had  radiation,  and  was  brought  home 
Oct.  7.  She  declined  slowly  but  had 
no  headaches  and  very  little  pain. 

We  both  had  living  wills.  She  did 
not  want  to  be  kept  alive  by  me¬ 
chanical  devices  when  she  was  al¬ 
ready  at  peace  with  God.  She  died 
at  home,  very  peacefully,  surround¬ 
ed  by  familiar  things.  Her  body  was 
cremated  and  a  memorial  service 
held  on  Dec.  16.  Next  day  her  ashes 
were  interred  in  Columbus,  Ga. 

'Out  of  body'  experience 

When  Minta  died  I  kept  remem¬ 
bering  an  “out  of  the  body”  experi¬ 
ence  of  God’s  love  I  had  in 
seminary  at  21.  It  was  the  most 
beautiful,  peaceful,  and  mysterious 
event  of  my  entire  life,  and  one 
whose  absolute  reality  I  have  never 
doubted  since.  When  I  tried  to 
share  it,  people  were  puzzled  or  dis¬ 
believing,  and  I  finally  decided  it 
could  not  be  explained  in  words. 

Minta’s  death  at  70  reminded  me 
that  I  am  74  and,  while  I  still  have 
time,  that  1  really  ought  to  at  least 
state  that  something  happened  to  me. 

I  can  only  say  I  was  walking  on  air 
for  several  weeks.  It  was  so  “sweet”  I 
actually  did  not  want  seasoning  on 
my  food  because  that  would  have  in¬ 
terrupted  my  bliss.  I  felt  quite  dis¬ 
tinct  from  my  own  body  and  mind 
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and  separate  from  them. 

I  believe  1  was  having  a  brief  taste 
of  the  “abundant  life"  John  talks 
about,  what  Paul  calls  an  “earnest” 
or  guarantee  and  foretaste  of  the  life 
we  live  after  we  lay  aside  our  bodies. 

It  faded  after  time 

It  faded  away  after  a  time,  never 
came  again,  and  I  never  asked  God 
to  repeat  it,  for  my  only  motive 
would  have  been  personal  enjoy¬ 
ment  instead  of  a  desire  to  do  His 
will  in  this  world. 

I  don’t  mean  I  am  going  around 
untouched  by  grief.  After  seeing 
Minta’s  ashes  buried  in  the  ground 
in  a  little  box,  I  drove  back  to  Au¬ 
gusta  so  slowly  that  everyone  was 
passing  me.  But  I  didn’t  really  want 
to  get  home  because  the  person  who 
made  it  a  home  would  never  be 
there  again. 

I  thought  about  the  many  people 
I’ve  known  who  lost  a  partner  and 
realized  most  were  women  and  had 
much  more  terrible  things  to  be 
afraid  of  than  I  have.  The  thought 
of  how  heroically  so  many  of  them 
have  met  bereavement  makes  me 
ashamed  of  my  self-pity.  Their 
bravery  also  reassures  me  I  can  get 
through  this  too. 

Under  my  sense  of  loss  I  believe 
Minta  is  now  enjoying  that  new  di¬ 
mension  of  living  that  I  had  a 
glimpse  of  when  I  was  21.1  believe 
she  understands  me  fully  now,  and 
forgives  my  many  blunders  and  fol¬ 
lies  and  just  plain  stupid  mistakes. 

We  will  have  relationship 

And  although  Christ  said  that  in 
our  next  life  we  “neither  marry  nor 
are  given  in  marriage,”  I  believe  we 
will  have  some  sort  of  new  and 
wonderful  relationship  with  those 
we  have  lost. 

I  am  sure  many  of  my  friends  will 
find  such  things  hard  to  believe.  But 
others  will  understand  perfectly  why, 
when  Minta  slipped  away,  I  said, 
“Goodbye,  sweetheart.  See  you  later.” 

I  had  hoped  she  might  live  to  see 
one  more  spring,  but  perhaps  she  al¬ 
ready  inhabits  a  world  so  beautiful 
that  “eye  hath  not  seen  nor  ear 
heard”  its  loveliness. 


“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share  fr 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 

Roy  C.  DeLamotte 
lives  in  Augusta , 

Ga.,  and  is  a  retired  4 
clergy  member  of  the  Holston  Annual 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
“ Letters  to  the  Editor ,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

to  be  an  erroneous  notion  that  the 
church  should  be  a  democracy. 

It  is  not  a  democracy  but  a  benev¬ 
olent  monarchy!  The  church  does 
not  now,  nor  did  it  ever,  belong  to 
the  members.  The  members  belong 
to  the  church  and  the  church  be¬ 
longs  to  Christ. 

Tom  Gibson 
Sparta,  Tennessee 

Statements  are  misleading 

An  article  about  the  homosexual¬ 
ity  study  committee  report  in  the 
Feb.  14  issue  contains  a  statement 
that  is  misleading. 

A  statement  such  as  “the  Church 
cannot  responsibly  teach  that  the 
Bible  is  indifferent  to  homosexual 
acts”  is  misleading  unless  such  acts 
are  specified. 

“Homosexual  acts”  include  both 
church  attendance  and  financial 
support,  and  the  Bible  condemns 
neither.  But,  heterosexual  acts  in¬ 
clude  sexual  promiscuity,  rape,  and 
incest  and  all  are  condemned.  The 
church  cannot  have  it  both  ways. 

The  Creator  waited  centuries  to 
enlighten  us  about  differing  sexual 
orientations  and  has  only  slowly 
made  us  realize  that  a  given  sexual 
orientation,  like  left-handedness,  is 
irreversible,  though  homosexuals 
may  be  able  to  resist  same-gender 
sexual  acts  as  the  left-handed  per¬ 
son  may  force  himself/herself  to 
write  with  the  right  hand. 

Fred  R.  Methered 
Honolulu,  Hawaii 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“You  do  not  know  what  you  are 
asking.  Are  you  able  to  drink  the 
cup  that  I  drink,  or  be  baptized  with 
the  baptism  that  1  am  baptized 
with?"  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Corinthians  12:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  9 

Monday:  Psalms  91:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  91:9-16 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  26:1-1 1 
Thursday:  Luke  4:1-4 
Friday:  Luke  4:5-13 
Saturday:  Romans  10:1-4 
Sunday:  Romans  10:8b-13 
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THE  MINISTERIAL 
EDUCATION  FUND 


Renewing  the  Vision 


Save  the  dream 


Laity  challenge  the  church 


The  1968  Uniting  Conference  was  a  visionary  people  called  United  Meth- 
time  for  dreams  to  come  true  for  the  odist.  Now,  24  years  later,  one  vision- 


Acolytes,  left  to  right,  Fran  Moody,  Jerry  Gadsden,  Ann  Bachman  and 
Dave  Kirkland  wait  for  the  signal  to  begin  the  baccalaureate  service  at 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.  ustodd  photo 


Conferences  changed  the  formula. 
This  dramatically  affected  the  funding 
of  our  13  United  Methodist  theologi¬ 
cal  schools. 

In  1968,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  funded  32  percent  of  our  semi¬ 
nary  budgets.  Tuition  provided  20 
percent,  and  the  seminaries  raised  the 
remaining  48  percent. 

Since  1981,  the  first  year  following 
the  formula  revision,  the  portion  of 
seminary  costs  supported  by  the  MEF 
has  steadily  declined,  reaching  an  all 
time  low  of  20  percent  in  1 990. 

Meanwhile,  tuition  support  of  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  13  United  Methodist 
theological  schools  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased  from  20  percent  in  1970  to  32 
percent  in  1 990.  Such  tuition  increases 
limit  access  to  United  Methodist  semi¬ 
naries  and  threaten  the  vision  for 
United  Methodist-trained  ministerial 
leadership. 


Roll  call 

1991  Jurisdictional  leaders 

Apportionment 

Apportionment 

Percentage 

Paid 

Faid 

North  Central 

$  4,211,420.00 

$  3,382,107.12 

80.3 

Northeastern 

3,294,096.00 

2,733,081.74 

83.0 

South  Central 

3,638,211.00 

3,025,713.54 

83.2  1 

Southeastern 

5,358,419.00 

4,077,558.41 

76.1 

Western 

1,405,966.00 

1,170,185.84 

83.2 

Fund  Total 

$17,908,112.00 

$14,388,646.65 

80.4 

ary  response  —  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  (MEF)  is  in  danger. 

This  fund  represents  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  effort  to  support 
ministerial  education  for  persons  at  all 
levels  of  church  leadership.  It  began 
when  a  group  of  Georgia  laity  believed 
the  church  must  guarantee  that  promis¬ 
ing  ministerial  candidates  would  have 
access  to  strong  theological  training  in 
United  Methodist  seminaries.  The  MEF 
has  continued  because  laity  and  clergy 
continue  to  recognize  strong  training  is 
critical  to  the  future  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  future. 

Shifting  support  base 

The  original  formula,  based  on  2 
percent  of  the  local  church  budget  ex¬ 
cluding  capital  and  benevolence  ex¬ 
penditures,  enabled  the  fund  to  keep 
pace  with  general  and  local  church  giv¬ 
ing  during  the  1970s. 

The  1980,  1984  and  1988  General 
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The  vision  is  alive 


The  Rev. 
Philip  D.  and 
Elizabeth 
Schroeder  pose 
for  friends  with 
newborn  twins, 
Daniel  and 
Kathryn. 


“In  the  North  Georgia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  (MEF)  vision  is  healthy,”  said 
the  Rev.  Philip  D.  Schroeder.  “We 
live  and  breathe  with  Candler  School  of 
Theology  and  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary.  They  are  two  of  our  most 
important  resources.  Faculty  often  vis¬ 
it  us  here  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gainesville.” 

As  one  of  the  youngest  members  of 
his  seminary  class,  Mr.  Schroeder  an¬ 
ticipates  a  long  life  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Growing  up  with 
strong  Wesleyan  roots  and  the  son  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference, 
Mr.  Schroeder  experienced  his  conver¬ 
sion  at  15  while  attending  a  youth  mu¬ 
sic  camp.  “It  was  after  a  foot-wash¬ 
ing  service;  I  accepted  Christ  for  my¬ 
self.  My  faith  was  mine  now  —  not  my 
grandfather’s.” 

Entering  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  he  focused  on  health  care  ad¬ 
ministration  and  marketing.  “1  was 


going  into  the  corporate  world,  not 
parish  ministry,”  he  said.  “I  wanted  to 
work  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
from  a  business  perspective  because  I 
understand  the  relationship  of  benevo¬ 
lences  to  the  mission  of  the  church.” 

Mr.  Schroeder  entered  a  dual  mas¬ 
ter’s  program  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  a  United  Methodist  seminary.  He 
earned  a  master’s  degree  in  business 
administration  and  a  master  of  divin¬ 
ity  degree.  The  pastoral  ministry  be¬ 
came  a  possibility  when  he  applied  for 
a  student  pastorate.  Appointed  to 
Lowell  United  Methodist  Church,  he 
commuted  58  miles  each  way  each 
day,  while  his  wife  Elizabeth  traveled 
to  work  38  miles  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion.  “As  I  worked  in  a  local  church 
my  commitment  to  the  pastoral  minis¬ 
try  became  real." 

New  ways  in  ministry 

Mr.  Schroeder,  to  be  ordained  an  el¬ 
der  in  the  North  Georgia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  June,  is  enjoying  his  second 


year  as  an  associate  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Gainesville.  As  he 
seeks  new  ways  to  be  in  ministry  much 
of  his  creative  energy  and  momentum 
go  to  support  groups  for  the  grieving, 
the  jobless  and  the  co-dependent.  “My 


greatest  joy  came  when  the  adminis¬ 
trative  be  .r  j  a  roved  Gainesville 
First  as  a  homeless  shc.ter.  We  were 
the  first  large  local  church  to  open  our 
doors.  Now  other  churches  are  joining 
in  to  make  this  an  ecumenical  effort.” 
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Guesi  editorial 


MEF  brings  personal  touch  A  call  to  commitment 


"The  life  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  depends  on  our  support  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  (MEF). 
Churches  will  suffer  and  then  realize 
its  importance  —  when  members  in 
need  of  pastoral  care  do  not  receive  it 
because  there  is  no  minister  to  assign 
to  that  church,”  said  the  Rev.  Minerva 
G.  Carcano,  Western  District  superin¬ 
tendent,  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  “We  need  to  teach  congregations 
about  this  critical  apportioned  fund.” 

Leaders  in  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  anticipate  40  percent  of 
their  current  ordained  clergy  will  re¬ 
tire  in  the  next  10-15  years.  “We  have 
only  three  in  seminary  now,”  Ms.  Car¬ 
cano  continued. 

“I  have  a  long  list  of  those  who  have 
declared  a  sense  of  calling.  But  they 
don’t  respond  because  there  is  no 
money  for  seminary.  And  they  know  a 
pastor’s  salary  in  this  conference  will 


The  Rev.  Minerva  G.  Carcano 
paints  a  ceiling  during  a  mission 
project  for  the  Hispanic  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Mt.  Sinai  United  Methodist 
Church,  Carlsbad,  N.M. 
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Roll  call 

1991  Conference 
MEF  leaders 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Southern  New  England 

100% 

Central  Pennsylvania 

100 

Puerto  Rico 

100 

Peninsula 

100 

Eastern  Pennsylvania 

95 

North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Wisconsin 

100% 

North  Dakota 

96.0 

West  Michigan 

90.6 

Central  Illinois 

89.6 

North  Indiana 

89.3 

Iowa 

86.7 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Red  Bird  Missionary 

100% 

Western  North  Carolina 

90.3 

Holston 

89.6 

North  Carolina 

86.9 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Little  Rock 

100% 

Central  Texas 

100 

Missouri  West 

100 

Oklahoma  Indian  Mission 

91.8 

Oklahoma 

86.9 

North  Texas 

86.8 

Western  Jurisdiction 

Alaska  Missionary 

100% 

Pacific  Northwest 

92.6 

Oregon-Idaho 

85.8 

not  be  enough  to  pay  back  a  big  semi¬ 
nary  debt.” 

The  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference 
has  a  history  of  paying  100  percent  of 
its  MEF.  “The  word  in  the  district  and 
annual  conference,”  Ms.  Carcano  said, 
“is  that  we  receive  so  much  benefit 
from  the  MEF,  World  Service  and  oth¬ 
er  connectional  funds,  that  for  us  not 
to  pay  would  be  wrong.”  Even  though 
the  Rio  Grande  Conference  pays  its 
MEF  asking,  the  25  percent  it  retains 
is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  amount 
needed  to  educate  enough  clergy  to  re¬ 
place  those  retiring. 

In  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  solution  to  the  shortage  of 
ordained  clergy  may  mean  more  cir¬ 
cuits,  closing  additional  churches,  or 
asking  groups  to  merge.  And  the  need 
for  establishing  congregations  in  areas 
of  greatest  Hispanic  growth  becomes 
increasingly  urgent. 

United  Methodist  role  models  make 
the  difference 

Ms.  Carcano  is  a  third  generation 
United  Methodist.  Her  maternal 
grandmother  and  her  mother  provided 
the  greatest  influence  on  her  spiritual 
formation.  “They  were  very  expressive 
at  home  about  their  faith,”  she  said. 
At  an  early  age  I  felt  I’d  work  in  the 
church,  but  I  was  unsure  how  or 
where. 

"I  thought  I  would  probably  be  a 
missionary  to  Latin  America.  They 
were  the  ones  featured  in  the  Sunday 
school  material  we  used.” 

Ms.  Carcano,  a  graduate  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern  Method¬ 
ist  University,  is  the  oldest  of  seven 
children.  “My  father  was  a  laborer  and 
my  mother,  a  homemaker.  I  received 
Ministerial  Education  funds  from  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  and 
was  a  Crusade  Scholar.  I  would  have 
had  no  way  to  finance  my  seminary 
education  without  United  Methodist 
funds. 

“I  didn’t  realize  my  support  was 
from  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
until  I  became  a  local  church  pastor. 
As  I  began  to  interpret  the  general 
church  connection,  I  understood  that 
when  United  Methodists  across  the 
church  paid  their  MEF  apportion¬ 
ments,  I  was  helped.  What  a  blessing! 

“We  need  to  celebrate  those  re¬ 
sponding  to  their  call  into  the  minis¬ 
try,”  she  said. 


Dear  United  Methodist  friends: 

Sometimes  it  is  difficult  to  measure 
the  success  or  effectiveness  of  a  pro¬ 
gram  within  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  However,  from  its  very  incep¬ 
tion  in  1968,  the  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  (MEF)  has  served  as  a 
model  program.  It  has  provided  sup¬ 
port  for  our  13  United  Methodist  sem¬ 
inaries,  annual  conference  programs  of 
enlistment,  finan¬ 
cial  aid,  continu¬ 
ing  education  and 
professional  de¬ 
velopment  for  or¬ 
dained  and 
diaconal  minis¬ 
ters,  and  general 
services  through 
the  divisions  of  Mr.McCabe 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministry. 

So  successful  is  this  fund  that  other 
denominations  have  adapted  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  their  use.  This  success  is  due 
to  “ownership”  of  the  program  by 
you  —  local  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  —  and  your  financial  sup¬ 
port  through  apportioned  giving. 

Although  we  can  all  take  some  satis¬ 
faction  from  the  success  of  the  MEF, 
I’m  afraid  this  success  is  leading  us  to 
assume  that  the  MEF  is  in  good  shape 
and  adequate  for  the  years  ahead.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  the  MEF  continues  each  year  to 
provide  more  dollars  than  the  year  be¬ 
fore;  and  our  13  United  Methodist 
seminaries  are  considered  the  stron¬ 
gest  cluster  of  theological  schools  in 
the  world.  And  since  our  United 
Methodist  seminaries  continue  to  pro¬ 
duce  approximately  one-half  of  our  or¬ 
dained  clergy,  we  might  say  we’re  in 
pretty  good  shape. 

Although  it  may  be  easy  and  com¬ 
forting  to  recite  the  above  litany,  two 
basic  facts  are  being  ignored. 

First,  growth  in  the  MEF  has  not 
kept  pace  with  inflation,  growth  in  lo¬ 
cal  church  spending  or  seminary  bud¬ 
gets.  Twenty  years  ago,  nearly 
one-third  of  the  United  Methodist 
seminary  budgets  were  funded  by 
MEF  dollars.  Today,  our  MEF  support 
amounts  to  less  than  one-fifth  of  the 
total.  Not  only  does  this  reduce  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “ownership”  of  the  sem¬ 
inaries,  it  transfers  the  increased 
financial  burden,  by  way  of  tuition  in¬ 
creases,  to  those  least  able  to  afford  it: 
the  students. 


Second,  our  seminaries  must  re¬ 
spond  to  increasing  responsibilities, 
now  and  in  the  future.  Although  many 
of  these  responsibilities  have  more 
than  financial  implications,  a  financial 
thread  runs  through  them  all,  making 
MEF  support  extremely  critical.  A 
partial  list  includes  the  following: 

*  Today’s  seminary  student  grad¬ 
uates  with  an  education  debt  aver¬ 
aging  $25,000.  Increased  student 
aid  is  essential. 

*  It  costs  more  to  provide  high 
quality  theological  education  — 
considering  our  churches’  expecta¬ 
tions;  the  increasing  number  of  sec¬ 
ond  career  students;  and  our 
pluralistic,  multi  cultural,  multi  eth¬ 
nic  student  bodies. 

*  Nearly  half  of  today’s  active 
clergy  will  retire  by  the  tum  of  the 
century.  The  term  of  professional 
service  is  decreasing  because  people 
are  entering  the  ministry  later  in 
life.  Therefore,  our  seminaries  must 
graduate  an  increasing  number  of 
clergy  candidates  in  the  years 
ahead. 

For  the  next  quadrennium,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  recommended  an  increase 
of  1 8  percent  in  the  MEF.  I  am  aware 
of  the  political  and  practical  realities 
which  informed  this  recommendation. 
However,  when  we  consider  that  theo¬ 
logical  education,  the  cornerstone  of 
our  church,  is  crucial  to  laity,  clergy, 
local  and  general  church  life  maybe  it’s 
time  to  consider  an  increase  of  50  per¬ 
cent  or  100  percent  to-  the  MEF.  Is  not 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  as 
missional  as  anything  we  do? 

I  am  appreciative  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  current  and  past 
support  of  the  MEF.  But  I  am  serious 
when  I  ask  for  radical  and  renewed 
support  of  the  MEF.  Whether  you 
agree  with  my  concern  or  not,  please 
don’t  take  the  MEF  or  theological  edu¬ 
cation  in  our  13  United  Methodist 
seminaries  for  granted.  I  don’t. 


John  S.  McCabe,  lay  member, 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry 


UNITED  METHODIST  SEMINARIES  ACROSS  U.S.A. 


KEY 

1)  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology 

2)  The  Theological  School 
Drew  University 

3)  Wesley  Theological  School 

4)  The  Divinity  School 
Duke  University 

5)  Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 

6)  Gammon  Theological  School 

7)  United  Theological  Seminary 

8)  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio 

9)  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary 

10)  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 

1 1)  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  Univeristy 

12)  Iliff  School  of  Theology  i 

1 3)  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont  1 
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Sara  Power, 


Potthoff, 


'Are  we  going  out  of  business?' 


Doresa  Collogan,  Boston  University  School  of  Theology  student,  dis¬ 
cusses  a  possible  field  education  place  with  Dr.  Douglas  |.  Williamson,  di¬ 
rector  of  professional  education,  and  the  Rev.  Jerome  K.  Del  Pino,  an 
alumnus  and  pastor  of  Crawford  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
Winchester,  Mass.  ann  whiting  photo 
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Church  needs  strong 
United  Methodist  presence 


“Becoming  a  United  Methodist 
minister  is  more  than  taking  academic 
courses,  it’s  participating  in  a  pro¬ 
cess,”  the  Rev.  Jerome  K.  Dei  Pino 
said.  "Graduates  of  non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminaries  may  have  sound  cre¬ 
dentials,  but  what  do  they  know  of 
Wesley  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church?” 

Such  a  strong  preference  for  training 
v  United  Methodist  clergy  in  United 
Methodist  Seminaries  is  natural  to  Dr. 
Del  Pino,  son  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister.  “Our  home  was  a  gathering 
place  for  the  greats  —  Bishop  Mat¬ 
thew  Wesley  Clair,  Bishop  Edward 
Wendall  Kelly,  Bishop  Edgar  Amos 
Love  and  Dr.  Summatin  Marion  Reil¬ 
ly.  Every  year  from  1952  to  1963,  my 
parents  would  take  us  out  of  school  to 
attend  the  Lexington  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

“It  was  an  informing  experience 
where  Methodists  gathered  and  were 
enthusiastic  about  the  church.  God 
was  working  among  them  and  was 
very  much  alive,”  Mr.  Del  Pino  said. 

Although  both  he  and  his  brother 
Julius  became  ordained  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers,  Jerome  Del  Pino  was 
studying  to  be  a  corporate  lawyer. 
Then  the  call  came.  “One  doesn’t  seek 
a  call,”  he  said.  “It  pursues  you  until 
you  realize  that  you  won’t  be  fulfilled 
doing  anything  else. 

“A  call  is  not  a  career  decision.  It’s  a 
life  choice.  One  enters  the  ordained 
ministry  when  one  has  exhausted  the 
opportunity  to  do  everything  else.” 

Mr.  Del  Pino  finished  his  under¬ 
graduate  degree  at  Gustavus  Adolphus 
College,  a  Lutheran  school  in  St.  Peter, 
Minn.  Applying  to  and  accepted  by 
■|  several  seminaries  —  some  United 
Methodist  and  others  not  —  he  sought 
advice  from  his  father  and  Dr.  Reilly. 

The  senior  Del  Pino  replied:  “Of 
non-United  Methodist  schools,  you 
may  have  a  sterling  pedigree  in  gener¬ 
al:  but  what  makes  you  United  Meth¬ 
odist?  What’s  going  to  form  you  to 
think  theologically,  to  relate  you  to  the 
institution  where  you  want  to  spend 
your  life?” 

Dr.  Reilly  advised:  “Go  to  the 
school  of  the  prophets  —  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.”  [Editor’s  note:  He  refers  to 
'  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  who  grad¬ 
uated  from  Boston  University.] 


Listening  to  both  men,  Mr.  Del  Pino 
attended  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology,  receiving  his  master  of  the¬ 
ology  degree  in  1971  and  his  Ph.D  in 
1 980.  Continuing  this  strong  tradition 
of  education  in  United  Methodist 
seminaries,  Mr.  Del  Pino  tells  poten¬ 
tial  candidates  for  ministry:  “You 
need  United  Methodist  formation, 
and  I’m  willing  to  help.”  Five  persons 
have  entered  the  candidacy  under  his 
appointments  and  are  going  to  United 
Methodist  schools. 

Mr.  Del  Pino,  currently  serving 
Crawford  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Winchester,  Mass.,  added,  “a 
strong  personal  commitment  to  a  con¬ 
tinued  United  Methodist  presence  in 
local  church  pulpits  is  critical  to  the 
life  and  well  being  of  the  church.” 


Recently  I  saw  a 
photo  of  an  empty 
pulpit  with  this 
haunting  question 
beneath  it:  “Will 
anyone  be  preaching 
from  the  pulpit  of  H 
your  congregation  in 
the  year  2000?”  HL  2 
The  stark  symbol-  Mr.  Messer 
ism  prompts  reflection  on  what  it  will 
mean  to  United  Methodism  when  at 
least  40  percent  of  our  current  or¬ 
dained  clergy  retire  by  the  year  2000. 
An  increasing  gap  between  pulpit  va¬ 
cancies  and  graduating  seminarians 
will  have  a  profound  impact  on  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches,  both  large  and 
small,  urban  and  rural.  Increasingly 
we  will  face  the  temptation  to  post 
‘‘out  of  business”  signs  on  our 
churches  or  to  use  pastors  for  our  par¬ 
ishes  who  may  not  be  well-prepared  or 
steeped  in  the  ethos  and  values  of 
United  Methodism. 

United  Methodist  seminaries  are  at 
the  forefront  of  our  denomination’s  ef¬ 
fort  to  proclaim  Christ’s  call  to  minis¬ 
try.  Our  13  schools  are  committed  to 
preparing  persons  for  parish  leader¬ 
ship.  We  affirm  St.  Paul’s  words  in 
Romans  10:14-15  (NRSV): 

But  how  are  they  to  call  on  one  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed?  And 
how  are  they  to  believe  in  one  of 
whom  they  have  never  heard?  And 
how  are  they  to  hear  without  some¬ 
one  to  proclaim  him?  And  how  are 
they  to  proclaim  him  unless  they 
are  sent?  As  it  is  written,  “How 
beautiful  are  the  feet  of  those  who 
bring  good  news!” 

Crucial  to  the  future  of  the  church’s 
mission  and  ministry  are  theological 
schools  which  prepare  ordained  and 
diaconal  ministers  to  proclaim  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Thanks  to  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  United  Methodists  through 
the  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
(MEF),  our  13  outstanding  United 
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About  this  tabloid 

This  tabloid  was  prepared  by  the 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevo¬ 
lence  Interpretation,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
Order  additional  copies.  FREE  from 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry.  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville.  TN 37202-0871. 

The  editors  of  this  tabloid  wel¬ 
come  your  comments  and  concerns. 
Please  write  to  Cecilia  Ann  Mc¬ 
Clure,  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville, 
TN  37202-0320. 


Methodist  seminaries  are  positioned 
to  educate  the  next  generation  of 
church  leaders. 

Quality  graduate  theological  education 
requires  a  substantial  financial  invest¬ 
ment.  As  a  bumper  sticker  proclaims'  “If 
you  think  education  is  expensive,  try  ig¬ 
norance.”  United  Methodists  long  ago 
decided  that  a  learned  ministry  is  critical 
to  the  church’s  mission.  In  the  long  run, 
ill-prepared  and  ignorant  religious  lead¬ 
ers  are  far  more  costly  to  Christ’s  church. 

Thanks  to  the  MEF,  the  quality  of 
theological  education  in  our  1 3  seminar¬ 
ies  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  world. 
Thanks  to  the  MEF,  student  tuition  lev¬ 
els  remain  lower  than  other  types  of 
graduate  school.  Thanks  also  to  the 
MEF,  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
made  significant  strides  toward  becom¬ 
ing  a  more  inclusive,  witnessing  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith.  Thanks  to  committed 
United  Methodists,  the  Ministerial  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  remains  critical  to  the  life  of 
the  church. 

The  basic  purpose  of  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  should  be  to  advance 
God’s  reign.  As  we  contemplate  a  possi¬ 
ble  future  of  empty  pulpits  and  closed 
churches,  let  us  renew  the  vision  that 
launched  the  MEF  nearly  25  years  ago. 
And  let  us  also  renew  our  pledge  to  a  re¬ 
vitalized  ministry.  By  strongly  support¬ 
ing  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund,  we 
make  a  difference. 

Churches  and  seminaries,  working 
in  partnership,  ensure  an  adequate 
number  of  preachers  will  be  available 
to  proclaim  God’s  love  in  Jesus  Christ. 
And  future  generations  will  say  as  of 
old:  “How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of 
those  who  bring  good  news!” 


f  ^ 


Donald  E.  Messer 

President,  Iliff  School  of  Theology 

President,  Association  of 

United  Methodist  Theological  Schools 

Student 
debt  rises 

Seminary-incurred  indebtedness 
rose  from  an  average  of  $8,738  per 
master  of  divinity  student  in  1986,  to 
$13,700  in  1991.  In  addition,  today’s 
entering  seminary  students  bring  with 
them  an  average  debt  of  $1 1,000. 

It  is  likely  that  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  graduates  will  enter  the 
practice  of  ministry  during  the  1990s 
with  a  total  debt  approaching  $30,000. 


Carroll  Weaver,  Paul  Dahl  and  Lynne  Coffman  find  time  for  fellowship'Yn 
Miff's  Skaggs  Lounge. 

SUE  CALVIN  PHOTO 
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Paid  in  Full 

“When  our  apportionments  are  paid 
in  full,  we  know  we  are  serving  the 
cause  of  Christ,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
B.  Hays,  Blake  Street  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.  “And  we 
feel  good  about  this.” 

United  Methodists  in  the  Wisconsin 
Conference  take  their  connectional 
roots  seriously.  For  years  churches 
have  paid  their  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  asking  in  full.  Conference  lead¬ 
ers  capitalized  on  this  understanding 
and  in  1989  made  a  commitment  to 
pay  all  apportionments  at  100  percent. 
And  they  feel  good  about  this. 

A  paid  in  full  commitment  to  the 
MEF  means  more  dollars  are  available 
to  Wisconsin  seminary  students. 
Those  enrolled  may  receive  financial 
aid.  Graduates  who  return  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin  to  serve  can  “work  off  some  of  the 
extraordinary  debt  they  have  upon 
graduation." 

In  Wisconsin,  the  longer  you  continue 
as  a  United  Methodist  minister,  the 
more  dollars  you  receive  to  reduce  the 
loan  principal.  “And  the  longer  you  stay 
here,  the  harder  it  is  to  leave,”  said  Mr. 
Hays,  a  transplanted  Texan.  “I  an¬ 
swered  an  ad  to  be  part  of  the  1970s  re¬ 
sort  ministry  and  I’m  still  here.” 

Local  churches  benefit 
Although  recruiting  seminary-trained 
clergy  is  a  priority  in  the  Wisconsin 
area,  80  percent  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  are  considered  rural.  Many 
are  served  by  local  lay  pastors. 

The  25  percent  of  the  MEF  retained 
by  the  conference  underwrites  the  lay 
pastor’s  certification  program.  Most  laity 
from  Wisconsin  who  participate  enroll 
in  the  program  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

“A  trained,  competent  laity  pro¬ 
vides  an  effective  alternative  to  or¬ 
dained  leadership,”  said  Mr.  Hays, 
chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  “In  Wisconsin  the 
majority  of  our  churches  benefit  from 
these  trained  laity. 

“The  MEF  makes  a  difference  to 
clergy  and  laity  alike,”  Mr.  Hays 
shared.  “I  was  significantly  helped  by 
grants  from  The  United  Methodist 
Church.”  Though  he  received  no  fi¬ 
nancial  aid  in  undergraduate  school, 
Mr.  Hays  attended  Perkins  Seminary 
on  a  full  tuition  scholarship.  “I  re¬ 
ceived  an  MEF  grant  from  the  Texas 
Conference  which  helped  with  books 
and  other  expenses.”  When  he  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1969,  he  had  “no  significant 
debt,  though  I  did  have  a  small  United 
Methodist  loan.” 

Times  have  changed  significantly! 
Today’s  seminary  graduate  can  expect 
to  have  from  $25,000  to  $30,000  in 
debts.  Imagine  how  your  church  would 
cope  if  your  minister  came  burdened 
with  such  an  enormous  debt.  Would 
your  church’s  ministry  be  affected? 


Julia  Jerstad  reads  the  Bible  as  she  kneels  in  quiet  meditation  in  the 
chapel  of  lliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver.  sue  calvin  photo 


Seminary  directory 


Boston  University  School  of 
Theology 

745  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  002 1 5 
(617)353-3050 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Emory  University 
216  Bishops  Hall 
Atlanta,  GA  30322 
(404) 727-6324 


The  Theological  School 
Drew  University 
Madison,  NJ  07940 
(201)408-3258 


The  Divinity  School 
Duke  University 
Durham,  NC  27706 
(919)684-8111 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
653  Beckworth  St.  S.W. 

Atlanta,  GA  30314 
(404) 527-7770 


Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary 
2121  Sheridan  Road 
Evanston,  IL  60201 
(708)  866-3900 


lliff  School  of  Theology 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 

Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)744-1287 

Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Ohio 

3081  Columbus  Pike 
Delaware,  OH  43015 
(614)  363-1146 

Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 
Dallas,  TX  75275 
(214)  692-2138 

Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 
5123  Truman  Road 
Kansas  City,M064127 
(816)  483-9600 

School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
1 325  N.  College  Ave. 

Claremont,  CA  9 1 7 1 1 
(714)626-3521 

United  Theological  Seminary 
1810  Harvard  Blvd. 

Dayton,  OH  45406 
(513)  278-5817 

Wesley  Theological  Seminary 
4500  Massachusetts  Ave.  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.  20016 
(202) 885-8600 
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Equipping  others 
for  ministry 

"Equipping  the  people  of  God  to  be 
in  ministry  where  they  worship  and  in 
their  workplace  is  my  response  to 
God’s  calling  me,”  said  Ann  C.  Bate¬ 
man,  diaconal  minister. 

On  special  appointment  in  the  Ore- 
gon-ldaho  Annual  Conference,  Ms. 
Bateman  is  a  Christian  education  con¬ 
sultant,  equipping  others  for  ministry. 
“I  grew  into  the  diaconal  ministry  as 
did  The  United  Methodist  Church,” 
she  said.  She  received  local  church  cer¬ 
tification  in  1966,  and  was  consecrat¬ 
ed  as  a  lay  worker  in  1972  and  as  a 
diaconal  minister  in  1976,  the  year  of 
the  diaconal  ministry’s  inception. 
“Very  early  I  knew  I  wanted  to  work 
in  Christian  education  and  was  greatly 
influenced  by  a  Christian  education 
professor  at  Whittier  (Calif.)  College. 

For  Ms.  Bateman,  the  excitement  in 
her  ministry  comes  when  she  hears  peo¬ 
ple  say  “ah-ha”  as  they  leam  “they  are 
equipped  to  be  in  ministry.  To  see  new 
Christians  growing  theologically  and 
spiritually  and  moving  into  leadership 
roles  in  their  local  church  makes  me 
happy  to  be  part  of  their  experience.” 

In  the  Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  smaller  churches  often  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  hire  a  full-time  Christian 
educator.  However  because  of  Ms.  Bate¬ 
man’s  dream  and  the  creative  problem¬ 
solving  of  some  conference  leaders, 
many  churches  benefit  from  her  training. 
She  said,  “1  am  helping  one  congrega¬ 
tion  determine  its  Christian  education 
role  —  if  any  —  in  the  community.” 
The  personal  story 

Ms.  Bateman’s  graduate  education 
began  in  the  mid-60s.  She  attended 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  seminary.  However  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  did  not  exist  then.  “I 
ran  out  of  money  and  had  to  drop  out 
after  my  first  year.” 

Now  she  has  a  master  of  arts  and 
values  degree,  which  equips  her  to 
“help  laity  find  the  values  operating  in 
their  world  of  work  and  to  understand 
how  these  values  impact  their  life  and 
work.”  And  this  time  the  MEF  helped 
out.  Through  financial  assistance  from 
the  Oregon-Idaho  Conference,  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  degree  from  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.),  anoth¬ 
er  United  Methodist  seminary. 

“Ninety  percent  of  the  current  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  membership,  at  least  in 
this  conference,  don’t  know  what  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  is,”  said 
Ms.  Bateman.  “Our  biggest  task  is  tell¬ 
ing  the  story. 

"Pastors  and  laity  who  benefit  from 
the  fund  need  to  tell  the  difference  it 
has  made.  People  want  direct  contact. 
Then  we  can  all  own  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  in  a  personal  way.” 


The  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  Hays, 
standing,  Karen 
Nelson,  the  Rev. 
Janet  R.  Ellinger, 
Leonard  Larson, 
and  Per  Forsberg 
meet  as  a  strate¬ 
gic  planning  task 
force  in  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Confer¬ 


ence. 
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Steven  A.  Tol- 
lefson,  seated 
left,  James  R. 
Fellers  and  A. 
Joseph  Housh 
discuss  the 
workshop  led  by 
the  Rev.  Ron 
DelBene  during 
the  May,  1991, 
Oregon-Idaho 
pastors  school. 
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CHURCHES  AID  HOMELESS:  While 

United  Methodists  in  Southern  California  were 
mopping  floors,  pumping  out  basements,  and 
setting  pots  and  pans  under  leaks,  they  also 
were  pitching  in  to  minister  to  people  church  of¬ 
ficials  said  were  suffering  most  acutely — the  ar¬ 
ea’s  thousands  of  homeless  people.  “It’s  really 
tragic — many  of  the  homeless  who  were  already 
hurting  lost  everything  but  the  clothes  on  their 
back,”  said  the  Rev,  Lee  Louderback,  pastor  of 
Sepulveda  (Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  church  has  served  breakfast  to  as  many  as 
300  homeless  people  a  week  and  provided 
shower  facilities.  The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  gave  an  initial  $3,000  for  assis¬ 
tance  in  Southern  California  and  has  pledged  an 
additional  $2,000,  with  most  of  the  money  go¬ 
ing  to  assist  the  homeless. 

ARTS  CHAIR  RESIGNS:  Resignation  of 

John  Frohnmayer,  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  as  chairman  of  the  National 
Endowment  of  the  Arts,  was  hailed  Feb.  21  by 
evangelical  leaders,  including  a  representative 
of  the  American  Family  Association  in  Tupelo, 
Miss.  “Our  contention  is  that  the  government 
doesn’t  belong  in  the  arts,”  Tim  Wildmon  told 
Religious  News  Service.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon,  is  a  United  Methodist  who 
heads  the  organization.  Mr.  Frohnmayer  had 
been  under  fire  from  conservative  groups,  and 
his  resignation  has  been  viewed  widely  as  forced 
by  President  Bush  in  an  appeasement  effort  fol¬ 
lowing  the  New  Hampshire  primary. 

UCC  ECUMENICAL  EXEC:  The  Rev 

John  H.  Thomas  has  begun  work  as  assistant  to 
the  president  for  ecumenical  concerns  for  the 
United  Church  of  Christ.  He  is  the  first  full¬ 
time  ecumenical  officer  for 
the  1.6  million-member  de¬ 
nomination.  UCC  officials 
said  the  position  was  creat¬ 
ed  to  give  clarity  and  direc¬ 
tion  to  the  church’s  work 
with  other  denominations. 
Mr.  Thomas  has  been  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Church 
Mr.  Thomas  of  Christ  in  Easton,  Pa. 

CHALLENGE  TO  SEMINARIES:  A 

United  Methodist  minister  and  communica¬ 
tions  specialist  has  been  named  chair  of  a  new 
organization  for  educators  engaged  in  theology, 
culture  and  communication.  The  Rev.  William 
F.  Fore,  visiting  lecturer  in  communication  at 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  New  Haven,  Conn., 
will  serve  as  national  coordinator.  During  a  dis¬ 
cussion  on  the  role  of  communication  in  theo¬ 
logical  school.,.  Dr.  Fore  said  seminary  interest 
“may  be  reaching  a  critical  mass.  If  the  task  of 
theological  education  is  to  train  people  to  make 
the  gospel  known  in  our  time,  then  we  must 
train  church  leaders  not  only  in  the  nature  of 
the  Gospel  but  also  in  the  nature  of  our  time. 
This  emphasis  upon  communication  and  cul¬ 
ture  can  only  grow." 

AIDS  CAREGIVER:  The  AIDS  Interfaith 

Network  has  presented  an  outstanding  ministry 
award  to  the  Rev.  Judy  F.  Locke  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  A  member  of  that  city’s  University 
Christian  Church,  Ms.  Locke  is  co-founder  in 
Texas  of  Positive  AIDS  in  Recovery. 


General  Conference  delegates 
lament  emphasis  on  gay  issues 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

Associate  Editor 


U.S.  delegates  to  the  1992 
General  Conference  expect  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  hear  more 
about  discussions  of  homosex¬ 
uality  during  the  May  meeting 
than  any  other  topic. 

Many  delegates  responding  to  a 
United  Methodist  Reporter  survey 
last  month  said  they  weren’t  hap¬ 
py  about  that  prospect. 

“Homosexuality  is  not  the 
most  important  issue  facing  the 
church,”  a  lay  delegate  from  the 
Iowa  conference  wrote  on  a  sur¬ 
vey  questionnaire.  “It’s  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  this  issue  will  consume 
great  quantities  of  energy,  emo¬ 
tion  and  valuable  time  when  the 
great  concerns  of  the  world  re¬ 
ceive  scant  attention — poverty, 
the  environment,  etc.” 

Nevertheless,  426  of  the  607 
U.S.  delegates  responding  to  the 
Reporter  poll — nearly  half  the 
882  representing  U.S.  annual 
conferences — listed  homosexual¬ 
ity  as  one  of  the  three  most  im¬ 
portant  issues  facing  the  next 
session  of  the  denomination’s 
top  policy-making  assembly  May 
5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Thirty-some  other  delegates 
wrote  comments  predicting  that 
General  Conference  action  on 
recommendations  from  a  special 
committee  studying  homosexual¬ 
ity  would  get  more  publicity  than 
the  three  issues  they  considered 
most  important. 

Rankings  differ  by  region 

Rankings  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  put  homosexuality 


'7  deplore  the 
divisiveness  created  by 
this  issue.  I  expect  it  to 
be  an  issue  in  1996 
regardless  of  what 
happens  in  1992." 

at  the  top  of  the  issue  list.  After 
that,  however,  priorities  differed. 
For  example: 

■  In  the  church’s  Northeast¬ 
ern,  North  Central  and  Western 
regional  jurisdictions  (see  map), 
action  on  a  study  examining  how 
the  denomination  should  orga¬ 
nize  and  recognize  people  in 
ministry  ranked  as  the  second 
most  important  issue. 

■  But  in  the  Southeast  and 
South  Central  regional  jurisdic¬ 
tions,  concerns  about  a  rising  de- 
nominational  budget  and 
increased  apportionments  gar¬ 
nered  the  No.  2  spot. 

■  Among  General  Conference 
delegates  from  the  Northeast  and 
West,  health  insurance  costs  were 
a  much  higher  priority  than  they 
were  in  the  Southeast  and  South 
Central  regions. 

■  In  all  regions  but  the  West, 
membership  growth  and  evange¬ 
lization  as  well  as  action  on  the 
denomination's  abortion  stand 
made  the  priority  list. 

Delegates  weary  of  issue 

Many  delegates  expressed  a 
weariness  with  the  homosexual¬ 
ity  issue.  It  was  top-ranked  in  a 
similar  Reporter  poll  of  represen¬ 
tatives  to  the  most  recent  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  (1988). 


“This  issue  has  divided  the 
church  since  I  was  first  a  delegate 
in  1972,"  said  a  lay  delegate 
from  the  Southern  New  England 
conference. 

“Probably  no  solution  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  all  sides,"  said  a  lay 
delegate  from  the  Kentucky  con¬ 
ference. 

“I  deplore  the  divisiveness  cre¬ 
ated  by  this  issue,”  said  a  lay  del¬ 
egate  from  the  Troy  conference 
in  upstate  New  York  and  Ver¬ 
mont.  “I  expect  it  to  be  an  issue 
in  1996  regardless  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  in  1992.” 

A  clergy  delegate  from  the  Tex¬ 
as  conference  said  he  favored  an 
eight-year  moratorium  on  further 
studies  of  the  topic. 

Stand  needs  to  be  affirmed 

Other  delegates  said  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  needed  once 
again  to  affirm  the  traditional 
United  Methodist  stance  that  ho¬ 
mosexual  practice  is  sinful. 

“Grass-roots  United  Method¬ 
ists  still  believe  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  is  morally 
wrong,”  said  a  clergy  delegate 
from  the  Holston  conference 
(parts  of  eastern  Tennessee,  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  western  Virginia). 
“They  don’t  want  to  see  our 
church  change  its  current  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  Social  Principles." 

Many  delegates  indicated  they 
would  wait  until  they  heard  is¬ 
sues  debated  in  Louisville  before 
deciding  how  to  vote. 

“My  prayer  is  for  openness  to 
the  leading  of  God's  spirit,”  said 
a  clergy  delegate  from  the  North 
Carolina  conference.  “Let’s  keep 
dialogue  open.” 


Top-ranked  issues 
facing  delegates 


Other  poll  gets  similar  issue  ranking 


An  earlier  survey  of  General 
Conference  delegates  shows  re¬ 
sults  similar  to  the  ones  in  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  poll. 

That  survey,  done  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries, 
ranked  the  five  topics  delegates 
cited  most  frequently  as  impor¬ 
tant  issues  facing  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference: 

■  Study  of  homosexuality,  or¬ 
dination  of  homosexuals. 

■  Study  of  ministry,  orders  for 
diaconal  ministers  and  elders. 

■  Financial  crisis,  budgets,  ap¬ 
portionments. 

■  Study  of  meaning  of  baptism 

■  Organization  and  structure  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  results  parallel  rankings  in 
the  Reporter’s  poll  in  four  of  five 
instances.  The  baptism  study, 
fourth  in  the  General  Council’s 


findings,  placed  sixth  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  poll.  Concern  about  rising 
health  insurance  costs  was  No.  4 
in  the  Reporter  poll. 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries’  fifth  issue,  “organization 
and  structure  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  included  re¬ 
sponses  about  proposals  to  move 
the  United  Methodist  mission 
board  offices  from  New  York 
City.  That  latter,  specific  topic 
was  No.  5  in  the  Reporter’s  tabu¬ 
lations. 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  which  coordinates  pro¬ 
grams  at  the  general-church  level, 
based  its  ranking  on  responses 
from  780  of  the  998  General 
Conference  delegates  during  Oc¬ 
tober  and  November.  Those  re¬ 
sponses  included  24  from 
overseas  delegates. 


The  Reporter  poll,  conducted 
between  Jan.  13  and  Feb.  14,  re¬ 
ceived  responses  from  607  of  the 
882  U.S.  delegates.  No  responses 
were  received  from  the  116  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  in  Africa,  Eu¬ 
rope  or  the  Philippians. 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  poll  also  showed: 

■  53  percent  of  lay  delegates 
and  18  percent  of  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  are  women. 

■  55  percent  of  lay  delegates 
and  48  percent  of  clergy  delegates 
labeled  themselves  as  generally 
conservative  on  religious  matters. 

■  2 1  percent  of  lay  delegates 
and  1 7  percent  of  clergy  delegates 
said  they  already  had  a  “good 
idea”  of  where  they  stood  on  is¬ 
sues  and  how  they  would  vote. 


U.S.  delegates  rank  a 
decision  on  how  United 
Methodists  deal  with 
homosexuality  as  the  most 
important  issue  facing  the 
1992  General  Conference. 
The  significance  attached 
to  other  topics  differs 
slightly  depending  on  the 
geographic  jurisdiction  a 
delegate  represents. 


1.  Study  of  homosexuality 

2.  Study  of  ministry 

3.  UMC  budget  &  apportionments 

4.  Health  insurance 

5.  Moving  mission  board  offices 

6.  Baptism  study 

7.  Membership  growth 

8.  New  Book  of  Worship 

9.  Abortion  stand 

10.  Missiondl  emphasis  for  UMC 

(607  of  882  U.S.  delegates  responding) 


Responses  by  jurisdiction 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 

1.  Study  of  homosexuality 

2.  Study  of  ministry 

3.  Budget  &  apportionments 

4.  Health  Insurance 

5.  Moving  mission  board  offices 

6.  Membership  growth 
Baptism  study 

8.  New  Book  of  Worship 

9.  Recognizing  biblical  authority 

10.  Abortion  stand 
Maintaining  unity  with  diversity 

(114  of  196  delegates  responding) 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

1  Study  of  homosexuality 

2.  Study  of  ministry 

3.  Health  Insurance 

4.  Budget  &  apportionments 

5.  Moving  mission  board  offices 

6.  New  Book  of  Worship 

7.  Baptism  study 

8.  Membership  growth 

9.  Mlsslonal  emphasis  for  UMC 
10  Abortion  stand 

(106  of  176  delegates  responding) 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 

1  Study  of  homosexuality 

2  Budget  &  apportionments 
3.  Study  of  ministry 

4  Moving  mission  board  offices 

5.  Membership  growth 

6.  Health  insurance 

7.  New  Book  of  Worship 
8  Baptism  study 

9.  Abortion  stand 

10.  Hispanic  ministry  proposal 

(126  of  172  delegates  responding) 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

1 .  Study  of  homosexuality 

2  Budget  &  apportionments 

3  Study  of  ministry 

4.  Moving  mission  board  offices 

5.  Baptism  study 

6.  Membership  growth 

7  Health  insurance 

8  New  Book  of  Worship 

9.  Abortion  stand 

10.  Accountability  of  UMC  boards 

(192  of  270  delegates  responding) 


Western  Jurisdiction 

1 .  Study  of  homosexuality 

2.  Study  of  ministry 

3.  Health  Insurance 

4  Budget  &  apportionments 

5.  Moving  mission  board  offices 

6.  New  Book  of  Worship 

7.  Mlsslonal  emphasis  for  UMC 
Baptism  study 

9.  Hispanic  ministry  proposal 

10.  Maintaining  unity  with  diversity 

(39  of  68  delegates  responding) 


UMR  asked  the  882  delegates 
from  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States  to 
list  what  they  considered  the  three 
most  important  issues  facing  the 
May  5-15  legislative  session  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  In  all,  607  re¬ 
sponded  between  Jan.  13  and  Feb. 
14.  Their  first-,  second-  and  third- 
place  selections  were  weighted  and 
tabulated. 


Regions  covered  by  each  jurisdiction 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members).  Multi¬ 
ple  staff  church  with  new  innovative  program  mod¬ 
el.  Qualifications  —  MA  in  Christian  education. 
Salary  open.  Please  submit  application  by  April  1st 
to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search  Committee,  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  120098, 
Nashville,  TN  372 1 2.  Tel.  (6 1 5)  373- 1 493. 


DCE  AND  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES,  Fifty-fifty 

Sunday  school  and  program;  600  members,  wor¬ 
ship  200,  Sunday  school  90.  University  town.  Ap¬ 
plications  through  March  31.  Begin  June  l.  Educa¬ 
tion  —  MA  in  religion.  SPRC,  Fust  UMC,  3 1 4  W. 
College  Ave.,  Silver  City,  NM  88061,  Attn:  Rev. 
Robert  Bellows. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S  Min¬ 

istries  position.  Suburban  South  Florida.  Large, 
growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400  North 
35th  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021.  Call  (305) 
989-8304. 


LARGE,  WEST-COAST  FLORIDA  church  seeks 
Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evangelism.  Ideal 
candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59-65  years)  with 
record  of  success  in  establishing  and  implementing 
growth  programs.  Hours,  salary  and  benefits  de¬ 
signed  to  meet  needs  of  minister  and  church.  Inqui¬ 
ries,  resume:  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  — 
3200  Manatee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL 
34205,  (813)  747-3704. 


NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA  FIRST  UNITED  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full¬ 
time  diaconal  minister  in  the  position  of  Director 
of  Program  Ministries/Education.  Enthusiastic  di¬ 
rector  wanted  who  will  be  charged  with  developing 
and  implementing  a  rich  and  fulfilling  Christian 
program  for  a  church  family  of  1 100  members.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable  commensurate  with  experience  and 
education.  Please  send  resume  to:  Beverley  Woth- 
erspoon.  Chairman  Search  Committee,  7j5  Pres¬ 
cott  Circle,  Newport  News,  VA  23602. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Director  of  Educational 
and  Youth  Ministries  for  1 800-member  church  in 
the  heart  of  beautiful  Myrtle  Beach.  Salary  range: 
S31.475-S32.475  plus  a  pension/major  medical 
package  worth  $4,348  per  year.  If  interested  send 
resume  with  references  to:  DEYM  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  C/O  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1367,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC  29578. 


WANTED  FULDTIME  YOUTH/Program  Direc¬ 
tor.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Larry  Williams,  700  West 
8th,  B  Dorado,  AR  7 1 730,  or  call  (501)  862-4242. 


TRINITY  EAST  UMC.  HOUSTON,  seeking 
Head  Musician.  Review  of  applications  begin 
March  1 6.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  interest/ 
resume:  2418  McGowen,  Houston,  TX  77004. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES  Minis¬ 
tries,  1600-member  growing  suburban  church.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Whitefish  Bay,  819  E  Silver  Spring 
Drive,  Milwaukee,  WI  53217.  (414)  964-2424. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  —  experi¬ 
enced,  creative  church  musician,  master’s  degree 
preferred,  with  ability  to  coordinate  and  direct 
large-scale  music  program  for  3500-member  con¬ 
gregation.  Choirs  for  all  ages  with  long  tradition  of 
excellence  in  music.  Staff  organist  and  handbell  di¬ 
rector  in  place.  Present  director  retiring  Summer 
1992.  Write  or  call  for  application:  Penny  Davis, 
Manchester  United  Methodist  Church,  129  Woods 
Mill  Road.  St.  Louis,  MO  6301 1.  (314)  394-7506. 
Completed  applications  due  April  9th. _ 


Parsonage  family  helps  support 
embattled  AIDS  case  worker 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

BOGATA,  Texas — The  parson¬ 
age  of  the  Rev.  Robert  I.  Bush  and 
his  wife,  Tallie,  across  Main  Street 
from  Bogata  United  Methodist 
Church,  seemed  to  have  become  a 
telephone  command  center  for  peo¬ 
ple  looking  for  Dona  Spence. 

The  AIDS  case  worker  and  edu¬ 
cator  had  gone  into  hiding  after  re¬ 
portedly  receiving  death  threats. 

The  parson¬ 
age  phone  rang 
incessantly,  not 
just  with  calls 
from  media  and 
Ms.  Spence’s 
HIV/AIDS  cli¬ 
ents  but  also 
from  members 
of  congrega-  Dona  Spence 
tions  within  the  four-church  charge. 

Four  dogs  barked  a  welcoming 
chorus  when  anyone  appeared  at 
the  parsonage  door. 

In  the  midst  of  this  generally  hap¬ 
py  havoc,  Tallie  Bush  found  time 
after  a  funeral  and  a  parsonage  lun¬ 
cheon  for  a  Spanish  class  to  fix  a 
bowl  of  homemade  chili  for  a  visit¬ 
ing  journalist. 

The  journalist  was  just  one  of  the 
media  types  who  had  swarmed  the 
1,500-member  community  in  the 
wake  of  Ms.  Spence’s  assertion  that 
13  high  school  students  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  Texas  were  in¬ 
fected  with  HIV,  the  virus  that 
causes  AIDS. 

'They're  tired  of  this' 

“I  tell  you,”  Mr.  Bush  said,  “peo¬ 


ple  are  tired  of  this  [media  atten¬ 
tion],  Folks  are  ready  to  get  back  to 
beans  and  potatos  and  a  little  meat- 
loaf.” 

Nontheless,  he  was  concerned 
about  Dona  Spence  and  about  the 
people  who  are  infected  by  the  HIV 
virus. 

“People  seem  to  think,"  he  said, 
referring  to  the  controversy  over 
Ms.  Spence's  credentials,  “that  if 
you  can  find  something  wrong  with 
the  messenger  that  the  message  isn’t 
true." 

Some  publicity  materials  from 
the  Ark-Tex  Council  of  Govern¬ 
ments,  the  regional  group  she 
worked  for,  state  that  Ms.  Spence 
was  an  army  nurse  for  17  years.  Ms. 
Spence  has  recently  admitted  that 
she  is  not  a  nurse. 

Ms.  Spence  resigned  last  week  as 
AIDS  case  manager  for  the  bi-state 
agency . 

Although  Mr.  Bush  said  he  could 
not  say  from  personal  knowledge 
that  high  school  students  in  Bogata 
are  infected  with  the  virus,  he  had 
seen  how  hard  Ms.  Spence  had 
worked  to  educate  young  people 
long  before  the  controversy  began. 

Rivercrest  High  School  sopho¬ 
more  Amanda  Durock,  who  was  at 
the  parsonage  to  work  on  the 
church  newsletter,  said  the  disclo¬ 
sure  about  possible  HIV  positive 
students  in  the  school  was  not  news 
to  her  classmates. 

“Oh  yeah,  we've  known  about  it 
for  a  long  time,"  Amanda  said. 

Amanda's  mother.  Pat  Durock. 
who  teaches  elementary  Sunday 
school  at  nearby  Cuthand  United 


Methodist  Church,  part  of  the  four- 
point  charge,  said,  “It  could  be  20  (in¬ 
fected  people)  or  two,  but  there's  no 
denying  it’s  here.  It’s  everywhere.” 

The  Bushes  have  known  Dona 
Spence  and  her  late  husband,  Gary, 
since  the  Spences  moved  to  the  area 
from  California  in  1988.  Ms. 
Spence,  a  lifelong  Methodist,  had 
grown  up  in  the  nearby  community 
of  English. 

It  was  early  spring  when  they  ar¬ 
rived,  Mr.  Bush  said.  Mr.  Spence, 
who  was  sick  with  AIDS  from  a 
blood  transfusion,  loved  the  beauty 
of  the  countryside  and  the  property 
where  they  settled. 

“I  baptized  Gary  at  home  and  re¬ 
ceived  him  into  the  church,”  the 
pastor  said.  "Shortly  after  that  he 
went  into  the  hospital  and  never 
came  out.” 

Became  an  'AIDS  warrior' 

It  was  after  Mr.  Spence’s  death 
that  Ms.  Spence  became  an  “AIDS 
warrior,”  Mr.  Bush  said.  He  had 
been  concerned  that  her  extreme 
dedication  to  her  138  clients  of  all 
ages  in  a  nine-county  area  had 
caused  her  to  neglect  her  own 
health. 

Any  time  they  needed  her,  she 
was  available,  day  or  night.  Mr. 
Bush  continued. 

“I’ve  seen  her  take  food  to  a  client 
when  she  was  ill  herself  because  she 
couldn’t  find  anyone  else  to  do  it.” 

Her  clients  returned  her  devo¬ 
tion,  Tallie  Bush  said,  adding  that 
one  client  told  her  “I  would  give  my 
life  for  Dona  because  she  gave  her 
life  for  us.” 


Korean/UMC  row 
cools  following  talks 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Tensions  appear  to  have  eased 
between  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  following  recent  high- 
level  talks  between  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  two  bodies. 

According  to  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area),  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  “lengthy  and 
frank”  discussions  Feb.  25-27  in 
New  York  produced  reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  a  year-old  pact  between 
the  Korean  church  and  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Violations  apparent 

United  Methodist  officials,  in¬ 
cluding  Bishop  Tuell,  had  voiced 
displeasure  at  actions  by  the  Ko¬ 
rean  church  that  appeared  to  vio¬ 
late  a  requirement  that  “con¬ 
sultation”  and  “agreement"  oc¬ 
cur  when  the  two  churches  en¬ 
gage  in  mission  efforts  in  each 
other’s  “home"  countries. 

The  pact  was  formalized  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  1991.  Since  then.  Bishop 
Tuell  said,  Korean  church  officials 
have  established  “mission  dis¬ 
tricts”  in  New  York  and  Los  Ange¬ 
les — each  time  without  consulting 
United  Methodist  officials. 

“This  was  a  subject  of  great 
discussion  at  our  meeting,  but 
I’m  hopeful  that  we’ve  come  to  a 
,better  understanding,”  Bishop 


Tuell  said. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  it  is  his  un¬ 
derstanding  that  “no  more  mis¬ 
sion  districts  will  be  established 
[by  the  Koreans]  in  the  U.S. 
without  conforming  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  covenant.” 

He  said  that,  although  no  for¬ 
mal  apology  or  admission  that 
the  pact  had  been  violated  was 
sought  or  offered,  individual 
members  of  the  Korean  delega¬ 
tion  acknowledged  informally 
that  violations  had  occurred. 

Participating  in  the  meeting 
were  1 1  lay  and  clergy  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church  and  16  lay  and  clergy 
representatives  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  organizational  meeting 
was  an  initial  follow-up  to  last 
year's  consultation  establishing  a 
“joint  mission  covenant"  be¬ 
tween  the  two  church  bodies. 

In  addition  to  reaffirming  the 
earlier  agreement,  a  jointly-writ¬ 
ten  nine-page  statement  issued 
by  representatives  to  the  recent 
New  York  meeting: 

■  Proposed  cooperative  out¬ 
reach  efforts  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States  (the 
former  Soviet  Union)  and 

■  Identified  a  need  for  “clear 
communication  channels  be¬ 
tween  our  two  churches,"  includ¬ 
ing  “articles  about  the  UMC  in 
Korean  church  press  and  about 
the  KMC  in  the  UMC  press.” 
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Faith 

= connections 

OFFICERS  ELECTED:  The  Rev.  J.  Delton 
Pickering  of  the  California-Pacific  conference 

■  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  National  Association  of  Conference 

:  Council  Directors.  Other  new  officers  are  Caro- 

■  lyn  H.  Oehler,  Northern  Illinois  conference, 
•vice-president;  the  Rev.  Duane  L.  Van  Giesen, 

Missouri  East  conference,  secretary;  and  the 
Rev.  Gordon  C.  Goodgame,  Holston  conference, 

;  treasurer. 

'OVERWHELMING'  RESPONSE: 

;  Officials  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
:  on  Relief  report  an  “overwhelming  response”  to 
Operation  Soviet  Emergency  Food  Lift.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  UMCOR  Hotline  on  Feb.  28,  over 
:  300  tons  of  food  are  enroute  or  have  been  deliv¬ 
ered  to  Moscow.  Contributions  are  still  being 
accepted  by  giving  to  Russia  Food/Medical  Cri¬ 
sis,  Advance  No.  250375-4  or  by  filling  parcels 
;  for  Moscow  shipment.  Information  is  available 
:by  calling  1-800-967-7301  8  a.m.-4  p.m.  Eastern 
:  Standard  Time. 

SCHOLARSHIP  CREATED:  Arthur  and 

■Tepa  Bigham,  members  of  Benton  United 
:  Methodist  Church  in  Holston,  Tenn.,  have  cre¬ 
ated  a  $10,000  scholarship  for  the  new  United 
•Methodist-related  Africa  University.  The  schol- 
;  arship  is  in  memory  of  their  daughter,  Cynthia, 
;who  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident.  Afri¬ 
ca  University,  set  to  open  in  March  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  with  colleges  of  theology  and  agriculture, 
will  be  the  first  United  Methodist  university  in 
Africa. 

FOUNDATION  OFFICIALS:  United 

Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education  directors  recently  re-elected  as  chair¬ 
person  George  Miller  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  a  se¬ 
nior  vice  president  of  Nations  Bank.  Carolyn 
Warner,  president  of  her  own  marketing  firm  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Robert  Sullins,  an  executive 
with  Shearson  Lehman  Brothers  Inc.,  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  were  elected  vice  chairperson  and  secre¬ 
tary,  respectively. 

AID  TO  LIBERIAN  REFUGEES:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  ap¬ 
proved  an  emergency  grant  of  $15,000  for  food 
and  transportation  for  repatriation  of  380  refu¬ 
gees  from  Liberia.  Lloyd  Rollins  of  the  UMCOR 
staff  told  the  Reporter  that  Liberian  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah  requested  money  for  refugees  return¬ 
ing  from  Ivory  Coast  (Cote  D’  Voire),  Guinea, 
and  Sierra  Leone. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Volunteer  fixer-uppers  help 
equip  today's  missionaries 


ORLANDO,  Fla. — These  two  men  and  about  50  other  Chris¬ 
tians  make  up  an  unusual  ministry  known  as  Missionary  Com¬ 
puter  Fellowship.  They  have  aided  about  200  missionaries, 
mostly  from  mainline  and  evangelical  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions,  in  the  past  two  years. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Think  missionaries  head  for 
their  assignments  equipped  with 
only  a  Bible  and  their  faith?  Not 
in  this  high-tech  world! 

Today  missionaries  from  many 
denominations  go  to  their  interna¬ 
tional  assignments  outfitted  with  a 
personal  computer  built  and  pro¬ 
grammed  especially  for  needs  they 
may  meet  at  their  destination. 

For  some,  this  technological 
miracle  is  made  possible  by  about 
50  Christians — many  of  them  re¬ 
tired  engineers  and  computer  ex¬ 
perts — working  in  an  unusual 
ministry  housed  in  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

Aided  nearly  200 

Missionary  Computer  Fellow¬ 
ship  Laboratory  has  aided  about 
200  missionaries,  mostly  from 
mainline  and  evangelical  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  in  the  past 
two  years,  said  Walter  Tripp  of 
Orlando.  Mr.  Tripp  is  an  electri¬ 
cal  engineer  retired  from  Martin- 
Marietta  Corp.  and  one  of  the 
ministry’s  organizers. 

“A  few  years  ago  one  of  our 
founders,  George  Wilson,  visited 
his  cousin,  a  missionary  in  Ecua¬ 
dor,"  Mr.  Tripp  explained. 

“George  became  interested  in 
helping  his  cousin  solve  some  of 
his  ministry  needs  by  computer. 
George  came  back  convinced 


that  missionaries  needed  com¬ 
puter  help.” 

In  April  1990,  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
Presbtyerian;  Mr.  Tripp,  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Baptist;  and  several  oth¬ 
ers  organized  the  non-profit 
corporation.  They  subsequently 
found  rent-free  facilities  in  two 
rooms  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Orlando. 

Volunteers  have  included  oth¬ 
er  Presbyterians  and  Baptists 
along  with  United  Methodists 
and  members  of  the  Assemblies 
of  God  and  the  Christian  and 
Missionary  Alliance. 

Mr.  Tripp  said  the  group  was 
aided  in  its  formation  by  New 
Tribes  Missions  in  Florida,  a 
nondenominational  mission  or¬ 
ganization  that  specializes  in  as¬ 
signing  missionaries  to  tribal 
groups  in  isolated  areas. 

“New  Tribes  was  building  com¬ 
puters  for  its  missionaries  but  had 
requests  [for  computers]  from  mis¬ 
sionaries  not  of  their  organiza¬ 
tion,”  Mr.  Tripp  explained. 

“They  encouraged  us  to  start 
our  own  ministry  and  furnished 
us  with  their  plans  for  computers 
that  can  run  on  solar  power  or 
car  batteries.” 

Serves  three  functions 

Mr.  Tripp  said  Missionary  Com¬ 
puter  Fellowship  has  evolved  to 
serve  three  functions.  It  builds  cus¬ 
tomized  computers,  trains  mission¬ 


aries  in  computer  use  and  offers  a 
Christian  computer  “bulletin 
board,”  primarily  for  the  greater 
Orlando  area,  that  also  allows  it  to 
obtain  public-domain  and 
“shareware”  computer  programs. 

The  fellowship  has  invested 
about  $20,000  in  computers  and 
parts,  all  of  which  has  been  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  sale  of  computers  at 
cost  to  missionaries.  Its  tax-ex¬ 
empt  status  allows  the  fellowship 
to  accept  donations  of  cash  or 
obsolete  computers.  Donated 
computers  are  used  for  parts  or 
are  refurbished  for  missionaries. 

Building  a  computer  for  a  mis¬ 
sionary  often  requires  two  spe¬ 
cial  parts:  a  power  input  that  will 
accept  electricity  of  variable  or 
fluctuating  voltage,  common  in 
developing  nations,  and  a  special 
air  filter  that  will  clean  contami¬ 
nants — particularly  dust  in  unde¬ 
veloped  rural  areas — from  the  air 
intake,  Mr.  Tripp  explained. 

The  fellowship’s  computers 
have  gone  mainly  to  missionaries 
in  Central  America,  South  Amer¬ 
ica  and  Africa,  although  recent 
shipment  destinations  have  in¬ 
cluded  Romania,  Germany,  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Taiwan,  Mr.  Tripp 
noted. 

Free  training  offered 

Once  a  customized  computer 
is  built,  the  Missionary  Comput¬ 
er  Fellowship  offers  training  for 


it  at  no  charge. 

“So  far,  we’ve  also  been  able  to 
provide  room,  board  and  trans¬ 
portation  for  missionaries  at  no 
charge,”  added  Mr.  Tripp.  “We 
give  them  all  the  training  they 
can  stand — usually  about  two 
weeks.  And  we  train  their  fam¬ 
ilies  as  well.” 

Although  formal  classes  some¬ 
times  are  held,  missionaries  usually 
are  paired  with  a  fellowship  trainer 
who  has  specific  interest  or  skills  in 
the  missionary’s  assignment. 

For  instance,  Eugene  Nelson,  a 
recently  retired  Martin  Marietta 
employee  who  was  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  is  putting  his  musical 
skills  to  work  in  the  fellowship. 

“One  software  program  some 
missionaries  requested  would  en¬ 


able  them  to  input  local  songs — 
which  often  are  unpublished — 
into  their  computers  so  the 
words  and  music  can  be  printed 
out,”  Mr.  Nelson  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “Since  I  play  the  key¬ 
board,  I  was  given  this  software 
project  as  my  assignment." 

Bible  software  popular 

Among  the  missionaries’  most 
requested  software  packages  are 
“On-Line  Bible,”  a  Bible  refer¬ 
ence  program;  desktop  publish¬ 
ing  programs  that  enable 
missionaries  to  print  worship 
bulletins  and  newsletters,  and  a 
word  processing  program,  My. 
Tripp  said. 

“We  try  to  do  anything  a  mis¬ 
sionary  asks  for,”  he  added. 
“We’re  pretty  venturesome.”  ; 


Scholarships  promised  for  all  UM-related  schools 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— By  the  1993- 
94  school  year,  each  United 
Methodist-related  school,  col¬ 
lege,  seminary  and  annual  (re¬ 
gional)  conference  will  have  at 
least  one  annual  scholarship 
funded  by  the  denomination’s 
Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education. 

Directors  of  the  Nashville- 
based  foundation  established  a 
scholars  program  for  United 


Methodist  students  at  church-re¬ 
lated  schools  during  their  recent 
annual  meeting  in  New  Orleans. 

According  to  foundation  presi¬ 
dent  Ray  Devery,  plans  stipulate; 

■  Beginning  this  fall,  one 
$1,000  scholarship  annually  for  a 
senior  at  each  United  Methodist- 
related  prep  school,  two-year  col¬ 
lege  and  four-year  college  or 
university; 

■  Also  beginning  this  fall,  one 
$3,000  scholarship  each  year  to  a 


third-year  master  of  divinity  stu¬ 
dent  at  each  of  the  13  church’s 
theological  schools; 

■  Starting  with  the  1993-94 
school  year,  one  $1,000  scholar¬ 
ship  annually  for  each  annual 
conference  board  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  and  campus  ministry; 

■  Also  starting  next  year,  one 
$5,000  cash  award  annually  to 
the  outstanding  teacher  selected 
from  among  faculty  of  the  123 
United  Methodist-related  educa¬ 


tional  institutions. 

In  other  action,  the  foundation 
approved  plans  to  raise  $  1 00  mil¬ 
lion  to  endow  scholarships  for 
United  Methodist  students  in 
church-related  schools  and  col¬ 
leges.  Mr.  Devery  said  the  foun¬ 
dation  hopes  to  meet  the  $100 
million  goal  by  the  year  2000. 

The  scholarship  fund  was  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  1988  United 
Methodist  General  Conference, 
thedenomination’s  legislative  as¬ 


sembly. 

The  foundation  was  created  by 
The  Methodist  Church’s  1964 
General  Conference  to  raise 
money  for  educational  institu¬ 
tions  and  programs.  Estimated 
assets  are  $20  million. 

The  foundation  works  cooper¬ 
atively  with  the  Office  of  Loans 
and  Scholarships,  a  unit  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higlii- 
er  Education  and  Ministry  based 
in  Nashville.  ; 


Want  a  new  twist  on  your  church's  Lenten  celebration ? 


By  NANCYE  M.  WILLIS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— InfoServ,  the  toll- 
free  telephone  information  service 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
not  in  the  business  of  giving  out 
twisted  answers  to  inquiries. 

But  it  made  an  exception  recently 
when  it  offered  to  provide  sugges¬ 
tions  for  observing  “Pretzel  Sun¬ 
day”  and  a  recipe  for  homemade 
■pretzels. 

Pretzel  Sunday,  InfoServ  had  ex¬ 
plained  in  an  “Ask  InfoServ”  fea¬ 


ture  on  Pretzel  Sunday  in  the 
February-March  1992  issue  of  “The 
Interpreter”  magazine,  is  the  tradi¬ 
tional  day  for  baking  these  treats — 
the  Sunday  before  Ash  Wednesday. 
Pretzel  Sunday  this  year  fell  on 
March  1. 

Response  to  the  feature  was  over¬ 
whelming,  according  to  Woodley 
McEachem,  InfoServ  director.  Info¬ 
Serv  records  indicate  nearly  600  re¬ 
quests  as  of  Feb.  26. 

Why  all  the  interest  in  pretzels? 

Ms.  McEachem  says,  “I  think 


Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty  naryis  accredited  by  The  Asso- 
and  students  stand  true  to  ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan-  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
gelical  beliefs  Discover  en-  the  Southern  Association  of  Col- 
riched  personal  and  family  leges  and  Schools  to  award 
relationships,  sharpen  your  master's  and  doctor's  degrees; 
scholarly  insights  and  habits  and  is  approved  by  the  Univer- 
in  the  company  of  interna-  sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth- 
tionally  acclaimed  profes-  odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth- 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into  odist  Church,  The  Wesleyan 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your  Church,  and  other  denomina- 
denomination  Asbury  Semi-  tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Univ.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

&  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3581,  Eastern  time.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 


callers  are  enchanted  to  have  an  ac¬ 
tivity  that  is  intergenerational  and 
that  involves  an  absorbing  symbol 
...  a  familiar  object  in  their  lives 
that  has  a  deeper  meaning." 

Although  the  tale  may  have  be¬ 
come  somewhat  twisted  through 
history,  one  account  credits  a  south¬ 
ern  European  monk  with  creating 
pretzels  some  time  between  the  5th 
and  7th  centuries  as  a  means  of  us¬ 
ing  leftover  unleavened  Lenten 
bread  dough. 

Crossing  two  strips  of  dough,  he 
shaped  them  until  they  looked,  to 
him,  like  arms  in  prayer.  The  cus¬ 
tom  of  prayer  at  that  time  called  for 
the  crossing  of  arms  across  the 
chest,  with  hands  resting  on  the 
shoulders. 

The  bread  was  given  the  name 
bracellae,  the  Latin  word  for  “little 
arms.”  As  the  custom  spread  across 
central  and  northern  Europe,  the 
term  was  corrupted  to  bretzel,  and 
later  to  pretzel. 

While  no  attempt  was  made  to  in¬ 
terview  InfoServ’s  callers  as  to  how 
they  plan  to  use  the  pretzel  recipe, 
some  volunteered  information. 
These  reportedly  involved  preschool¬ 
ers,  youth  groups  and  adults  in 
Wednesday  night  groups  and  other 
intergenerational  events.  At  least  one 
chili  supper  has  been  transformed 
into  a  chili-and-pretzel  supper. 

Making  and  using  the  pretzels  are 
activities  “that  can  relate  to  the  entire 
congregation,”  Ms.  McEachem  said. 

Several  callers  said  they  would  use 
the  pretzels  for  communion  services. 
But,  Ms.  McEachem  pointed  out, 
one  of  those  was  especially  interested 
in  whether  the  recipe  made  “soft 
pretzels  ...  so  they  won’t  make  so 
much  racket  during  communion.” 

It  does.  And  the  size  can  be  tailored 
to  the  needs  of  the  congregation. 

InfoServ  staff,  impressed  by  the 


Bavarian  Bread  Pretzels 


Ingredients 

lVi  cups  lukewarm  water 
I  cake  or  package  of  yeast 
Vi  teaspoon  sugar 
4 16  cups  flour 

1  egg  beaten  with  2  tablespoons 
of  water 
coarse  salt 

additional  flour  for  working 
with  dough 

shortening  to  grease  bowl  and 
cookie  sheets 


Equipment 
large  bowl 
small  bowl 
mixing  spoon 

measuring  cup  and  measuring 

spoons 

knife 

egg  beater 

pastry  brush 

2  cookie  sheets,  cake  rack, 
potholders,  wax  paper 


1 .  Stir  water,  yeast,  and  sugar  together  in  large  bowl.  Let  stand  1  hour. 

2.  Mix  in  flour  thoroughly.  Turn  dough  out  on  floured  work  surface  and 
knead  for  about  8  minutes. 

3.  Wash  and  dry  bowl,  then  grease  it.  Place  dough  in  bowl,  cover  with 
wax  paper.  Set  in  warm  place  to  rise  until  double  in  size,  about  1-1  'h  hours. 

4.  Flour  hands  and  pinch  off  a  piece  of  dough  about  the  size  of  a  golf 
ball.  On  a  piece  of  wax  paper,  roll  dough  into  a  strip  about  1 5  inches  long. 
Make  a  loop  by  picking  up  and  crossing  the  ends  of  the  strip.  Bring  left  end 
over  to  the  right,  and  right  end  over  to  the  left.  (This  forms  a  twist  in  the 
center.)  Bring  ends  up  and  over  and  press  them  against  the  sides  of  the 
loop,  making  the  pretzel  shape.  Place  pretzels  on  greased  cookie  sheets — 
not  too  close  together,  because  they  get  bigger. 

5.  In  the  small  bowl,  beat  egg  with  water.  Using  pastry  brush,  brush  a 
thin  coating  of  egg  on  each  pretzel.  Sprinkle  with  coarse  salt. 

6.  Let  the  dough  rise  again  for  Vi  to  3/«  of  an  hour. 

7.  Heat  oven  to  475°.  Bake  pretzels  10  to  12  minutes  or  until  golden 
brown.  Cool  on  cake  rack.  Makes  about  2  dozen. 


attention  generated  by  the  pretzel 
question,  threw  a  Pre-Pretzel  Sun¬ 
day  Pretzel  Party  Feb.  28  for  the 
Nashville-based  employees  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications.  Re¬ 
freshments?  Pretzels. 

Both  InfoServ  and  “The  Inter¬ 
preter,”  the  program  journal  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  are  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  United  Methodist  com¬ 
munications  agency. 

For  anyone  needing  the  pretzel  rec¬ 
ipe  or  other  information  about  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  InfoServ’s  toll-free 
telephone  number  is  (800)  251-8140. 


"Teach  Us  To  Pray” 

Luke  11:1 

A  forty  day  congregational  experience 
of  learning  how  to  pray 
Easter  to  Pentecost 

Based  on  "How  to  Pray  for  Someone  Else"  by 
Dr.  William  D.  Griffith 
Single  copy  cost,  $2.50 
For  information,  write  to: 

Willowbrook  United  Methodist  Church 
19390  N.  99th  Avenue 
Sun  City,  AZ  85373 


Settlement  made  in  pensions  claim 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Pensions  and  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Maine  Annual  Conference 
have  settled  a  dispute  over  the  cost 
of  upgrading  conference  pension 
benefits. 

By  terms  of  the  settlement,  the 


Maine  conference  will  pay 
$147,000  to  upgrade  its  pension 
program  for  retired  clergy,  rather 
than  $375,036  that  the  pension 
board  claimed  the  conference  owed. 

The  settlement  was  announced  in 
“Zion’s  Herald,”  a  monthly  news¬ 
paper  for  United  Methodists  in 
New  England. 


Finesl  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 


P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


“IS  A  SOUL 
WORTH  $15?” 


v,  I  L 


CELINE  is  one  of  the  poverty-stricken  chil¬ 
dren  of  our  world.  Her  father  is  deceased,  and 
her  mother  works  as  a  servant,  earning  less 
than  40  cents  a  day.  Celine  has  been  accepted 
at  a  Christian  orphanage  in  India,  and  she  will 
receive  food  for  body  and  spirit  plus  an  educa¬ 
tion,  if  someone  sponsors  her. 

For  only  $15  a  month  --  50  cents  a  day  •• 
you  could  sponsor  Celine  or  a  child  like  her. 
You  will  receive  the  child's  picture,  name  and 
address.  You  may  correspond  with  the  child, 
and  you  will  receive  a  reply.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  World's  Children,  Inc.  and  a 
sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of  time. 

World’s  Children,  Inc.  was  founded  in 
1965  by  a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  All 
donations  are  tax-deductible,  as  the  corporation 
is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy  of  the  re¬ 
cent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent  to  you  in¬ 
dicating  87%  of  funds  received  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children.  If  a  sponsor  chooses 
to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a  Christ¬ 
mas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child. 

Please  give  prayerful  consideration  to  spon¬ 
soring  a  destitute  child.  Individuals,  families 
and  groups  sponsor  children.  You  will  receive  a 
blessing  while  giving  one  to  a  needy  youngster. 
Please  write  today: 


MARCH  6.  1992 


Faith  dimensions  5  /-*vh 

■  The  United  Methodisi  VMIK 

REPOHTER 


Culture  goes  to  school  (of  theology) 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

In  a  seminary  class  in  Ohio,  stu¬ 
dents  discuss  Superman  comics. 

In  another,  in  Oklahoma,  they 
view  films  like  “Star  Wars"  or 
:  “Blade  Runner.” 

X  And  in  a  third,  in  Denver,  stu¬ 
dents  clip  out  magazine  ads  to  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  discussions. 

Such  activities,  commonplace  in 
college  and  university  courses  in 
popular  culture  or  mass  communi¬ 
cations,  are  increasingly  turning  up 
in  theology  courses  in  seminaries 
around  the  country. 

Trend  toward  integration 

Experts  say  the  activities  are  far 
from  isolated  but  reflect  a  trend  to¬ 
ward  integrating  studies  of  popular 
culture  into  curricula.  Such  efforts 
are  the  catalyst  for  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion,  Association  for  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Theological  Education, 
formed  recently  at  the  conclusion  of 
a  weekend  symposium  at  Yale  Di¬ 
vinity  School  in  New  Haven,  Conn. 

The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  who 
lectures  on  communication  at  Yale, 
said  that  he  and  30  other  partici¬ 
pants  from  more  than  a  dozen  the- 


. . .  teaching  via  clippings 

ology  schools  and  seminaries  agreed 
that  “critical  reflection  on  the  cul¬ 
ture,”  as  portrayed  in  various  forms 
of  communication,  is  “integral  to 
the  whole  job  of  the  seminary." 

Dr.  Fore,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  former  director  of  the 
Communications  Commission  of 


the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
said  one  part  of  the  program — a 
sharing  of  course  descriptions — sur¬ 
prised  everybody. 

“We  really  thought  that  part  of 
the  afternoon  was  going  to  be  really 
dry,”  but  instead  “there  was  just  an 
enormous  number  of  ideas,"  he 
said. 

Superman  and  morality? 

For  example,  participants  learned 
that  Superman  comics  are  part  of  a 
course  on  mythology  and  morality 
taught  by  Michael  Lachat,  professor 
of  Old  Testament  at  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio.  His  stu¬ 
dents  examine  ancient  forms  of  my¬ 
thology  and  relate  it  to  popular 
mythologies  today,  as  reflected  by  Su¬ 
perman  or  even  John  Wayne  films. 

Films  like  “Star  Wars”  and 
“Blade  Runner”  are  featured  in  a 
class  on  “Theological  Issues  in 
Film”  taught  by  Harold  Hatt  at 
Phillips  Graduate  Seminary  in 
Enid,  Okla. 

And  clippings  of  magazine  ads 
are  used  in  classes  taught  by  Terry 
Mattingly,  communicator  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  Denver  Seminary. 

Often  persons  teaching  those 


courses  have  fostered  an  interdisci¬ 
plinary  approach  to  teaching,  some¬ 
times  working  closely  with 
professors  of  biblical  studies,  ethics 
or  systematic  theology. 

Participants  said  they  are  rarely 
looked  down  upon  or  accused  of 
teaching  “fluff,”  said  Dr.  Fore. 

Dr.  Fore  said  a  presentation  by 
Charles  Wood,  professor  of  system¬ 
atic  theology  at  the  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  Dallas,  had  made 
the  point  that  communication  is  at 
the  core  of  what  it  means  to  be  hu¬ 
man — “the  essential  element  to 
building  community  and  therefore 
an  essential  ingredient  in  all  theo¬ 
logical  reflection.” 

As  coordinator  of  the  new  associ¬ 
ation,  Dr.  Fore  has  offered  to  foster 
an  exchange  of  ideas  and  resources 
for  integrating  cultural  studies  into 
seminary  programs. 

“We  came  to  a  pretty  clear  con¬ 
sensus  that  we  were  not  talking 
about  a  new  course  to  be  added  or 
new  faculty  to  replace  old  faculty  or 
even  a  radical  change  in  the  curricu¬ 
lum,”  he  said. 

The  symposium  was  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  Yale  and  the  World  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Christian  Communication. 


Ministerial  speak:  Who  means  what ? 


DID  YOU  HEAR  WHAT  HAPPENED  TO 
.  I 


By  RABBI  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

Smart  rabbis,  priests  and  ministers  have 
learned  that  communication  often  hides  as 
much  as  it  reveals.  That  bit  of  wisdom  is  help¬ 
ful  for  many  situations  in  life,  and  professional 
conventions  for  clergy  are  no  exception. 

At  such  gatherings,  participants  do  well  to 
keep  alert  to  hidden  agendas.  What  follows  is 
a  handy  guide  for  the  uninitiated  to  ques¬ 
tions  or  phrases  that  are  likely  to  crop  up. 

HOW  LARGE  IS  YOUR  CONGREGATION} 

This  is  a  question  that  reflects  success  mea¬ 
sures  of  two  decades  ago  when  the  vitality  of 
American  religious  life  was  judged  by  num¬ 
bers.  Clergy  who  continue  to  evaluate  their 
own  success  and  that  of  colleagues  by  quantity 
are  clearly  out  of  touch  with  today’s  realities. 

Just  as  American  industry  is  learning  to  see 
the  value  of  fewer  but  better  products,  that 
less  can  be  more,  so  enlightened  clergy  have 
recognized  the  truth  of  the  ancient  Jewish 
teaching:  when  a  person  saves  a  single  life, 
“It  is  as  if  that  person  has  saved  an  entire 
world.”  One,  by  one,  by  one. 

/  REMEMBER  WHEN  WE  WERE  BACK  IN 
SEMINARY  AND  YOU  USED  TO.... 

At  first,  the  person  on  the  listening  end  of 
this  phrase  tenses  up  for  a  putdown.  Such  a 
dredging  up  of  old  memories  is  likely  to  in¬ 
volve  student  indiscretions.  In  reality,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  an  attempt  to  return  to  mutually 
familiar  ground,  a  vain  attempt  to  act  as  if 
the  years  since  graduation  had  not  occurred. 

The  phrase  is  actually  quite  useful,  a  healthy 
corrective  for  colleagues  who  have  grown  too 
big  for  their  robes  or  head  coverings. 


A  listener  who  responds  in  the  negative 
should  be  prepared  for  the  clerical  version  of 
a  supermarket  tabloid  story,  most  likely  one 
focused  on  sex,  money  or  congregational 
politics,  or  some  combination  of  the  three. 

What  “happened”  is  almost  sure  to  be  bad 
news  about  a  colleague’s  morals,  professional 
life  or  health. 

WHAT  I'VE  TOLD  YOU  IS  STRICTLY  A  SE¬ 
CRET,  IUST  BETWEEN  US. 

Oh  sure.  Rabbis,  ministers  and  priests 
know  there  is  an  ancient  and  sacred  trust 
called  “privileged  communication.”  But  be 
certain  that  this  “secret"  is  not  it.  In  fact,  it  is 
a  well-founded  assumption  that  a  secret 
among  clergy  contains  information  known  to 
no  more  than  200  people. 

I  WANT  YOU  TO  MEET  MY  NEW  WIFE, 
LINDA. 

The  key  word  here  is  "new.”  It’s  doubtful 
that  the  speaker  is  a  bigamist  who  also  has  an 
“old"  wife  or  a  “used"  wife.  The  adjective 
“new”  is  a  signal  to  alert  colleagues  to  the 
fact  that  the  speaker  is  divorced  and  now  re¬ 
married. 

Since  the  “old,”  or  former,  wife  of  25  years 
was  named  Laura  and  looks  very  much  like 
Linda,  listeners  are  warned  to  be  on  guard 
against  using  the  wrong  name. 

HOW  IS  YOUR  FAMILY } 

This  question  is  handy  when  someone  is  in 
doubt  about  the  marital  status  of  a  colleague. 
It  seeks  information  without  giving  offense, 
whether  the  person  is  single,  married,  for¬ 


merly  married  or  living  with  a  partner. 

Also,  “family,"  like  "community,"  is  a  “re¬ 
ligiously  correct”  buzzword.  Is  there  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  clergy  around  who  doesn’t  love 
“family"? 

ARE  YOU  STILL  IN  THE  SAME  CONGRE¬ 
GATION} 

Alert  conversationalists  will  pick  up  on  the 
hostility  couched  in  this  question.  The  wick¬ 
ed  word  “still”  reflects  the  wanderlust  that 
afflicts  Americans  and  implies  that  success  is 
achieved  though  a  series  of  moves. 

“Still”  may  also  indicate  that  the  question¬ 
er  has  recently  moved  to  a  larger  congrega¬ 
tion  and  implies  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  stay  in 
one  congregation  too  long. 

The  question  has  been  known  to  produce 
severe  anxiety  attacks,  even  mid-life  panic, 
among  less  mobile  clergy.  What  the  question¬ 
er  fails  to  understand,  however,  is  that  one 
great  satisfaction  of  the  clerical  profession  is 
to  establish  deep  and  lasting  ties  with  several 
generations  of  a  family  by  sticking  with  a 
congregation.  That  takes  time,  lots  of  time. 

I  HOPE  YOU  WON'T  TAKE  THIS  PERSON¬ 
ALLY,  BUT  I  IUST  HEARD  THAT.. . . 

Whatever  its  conclusion,  this  sentence  is 
sure  to  be  the  rhetorical  equivalent  of  a 
“smart  bomb.”  It  is  aimed  directly  at  you 
and  is,  rest  assured,  very  personal. 

The  clear  implication  is  that  the  speaker  is 
about  to  inform  you  of  a  report  that  your  ser¬ 
mons  have  been  uninspiring,  that  you  have 
mishandled  a  sensitive  matter  in  your  con¬ 
gregation,  that  you  conduct  a  bizarre  wed¬ 
ding  service,  or  that  you  tolerate  live  animal 
sacrifices.  The  encounter  is  unlikely  to  make 
your  day. 


History  of  Hymns 

Text  matched  with  choices  of  three  tunes 


All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus  ’  name! 

Let  angels  prostrate  fall; 

Bring  forth  the  royal  diadem. 

And  crown  him  Lord  of  all. 

By  WILLIAM  I.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn  we  sing  about  crown¬ 
ing  Jesus  Lord  of  all  was  written  by 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  young  adult  age  25.  When 
:  I  was  in  high  school  I  refused  to  go 
to  church  with  my  parents,  but  I 
have  been  out  on  my  own  for  a 
while  and  have  started  going  to 
church  again.  I  find  a  peace  there 
that  helps  me  get  through  the  week. 

I  have  a  man  friend,  a  significant 
other,  and  I  hope  we  will  marry 
some  day.  But  he  does  not  like  my 
new  interest  in  the  church  and  does 
not  want  me  to  go  on  Sunday  mom- 
:  ing  or  to  a  couple  of  meetings  in  the 
1  evening.  He  always  has  some  place 
■  he  wants  to  go  or  something  he 
;  wants  me  to  do  for  him  when  it  is 
time  for  me  to  go.  Whenever  I  go 
anyway,  even  if  I  promise  to  do 
what  he  wants  when  I  get  home,  he 
gets  mad  or  sulky,  and  life  is  getting 
really  unpleasant  over  this  one  is- 
'  sue. 

The  rest  of  the  time  we  get  along 
.fine. 

Do  you  think  this  is  going  to  spoil 


a  Britisher. 

In  England,  magnificent  pageant¬ 
ry  accompanies  the  coronation  of  a 
king  or  queen.  This  hymn  embraces 
suggestions  of  royal  pageantry  and 
ceremony  appropriate  for  a  corona¬ 
tion,  using  imagery  from  both  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments. 


Dear  Ginger: 

I  think  your  relationship  depends 
on  two  things. 

First  you  say  you  get  along  fine. 
Does  this  mean  that  you  give  in  and 
go  along  all  the  time,  but  this  one 
time  you  have  not.  so  he  is  upset? 

If  so.  your  relationship  is  not  fine 
and  is  probably  not  going  to  be  satis¬ 
fying  after  a  while  and  likely  has  no 
future.  I  think  you  should  talk  to  a 
counselor  a  time  or  two  and  see  if 
you  can  get  more  perspective  on  it. 

I  want  to  emphasize  that  counsel¬ 
ing  does  not  mean  you.  or  your 
friend,  is  mentally  ill.  just  that  you 
are  so  deeply  involved  you  need  an 
objective  person  to  reflect  back  to 
you  what  you  re  really  saying 

It  may  be  that  your  going  to 
church  bothers  him  for  some  other 
reason,  and  I  cannot  tell  from  your 
letter.  But  likely  in  one  or  two  ses¬ 
sions  you  can  unravel  this  situation 


Edward  Perronet,  a  descendant  of 
Huguenot  refugees  and  the  son  of 
an  Anglican  minister,  wrote  the 
hymn  in  1779.  It  first  appeared  in 
an  evangelical  magazine. 

The  version  found  in  most  hym¬ 
nals  today  was  made  by  John  Rip- 
pon,  a  Baptist  minister,  for  a  hymnal 


so  you  will  have  a  clearer  picture 
and  be  able  to  make  a  realistic  deci¬ 
sion. 

Do  continue  to  go  to  church  and 
pray  about  this  matter  while  you  are 
working  with  the  counselor. 

The  other  thing  is  how  strong  your 
commitment  is  to  the  church  and 
whether  that  is  because  you  have 
made  a  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
If  so,  over  time  you  may  find  your¬ 
self  more  comfortable  with  new 
friends  at  church,  especially  if  your 
friend  will  not  go  with  you.  Many 
Christians  have  found  that  getting 
involved  in  church  leads  to  a  differ¬ 
ent  lifestyle. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


he  published  in  London  in  1787. 

It  is  most  unusual  for  a  hymn  to  be 
associated  with  three  different  tunes. 

"Miles  Lane,”  composed  by 
William  Shrubsole,  an  English 
church  organist,  appeared  with  Per- 
ronet’s  hymn  in  its  first  publication. 

The  tune  most  used  in  America, 
“Coronation,"  was  composed  in 
1792  by  Oliver  Holden.  After  the 
Revolutionary  War,  he  ran  a  gener¬ 
al  store,  taught  singing  schools  and 
published  several  collections  of 
song.  His  tombstone  in  a  Boston 
cemetery  is  inscribed  with  the  first 
stanza  of  this  hymm. 

The  third  tune,  “Diadem,"  was 
composed  in  1838  by  James  Ellor.  It 
was  first  sung  in  the  hat  factory  in 
Droylsden,  England,  where  Ellor 
worked.  It  is  widely  known  in  South 
America,  where  it  is  sung  to  this  text 
in  both  Portuguese  and  Spanish. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"lesus.  United  by  Thy  Grace" 


THE  COVENANT 

Piercing  the  sky  by  night  and  by 
dawn 

the  church  spire  stands  like  an 
arrow. 

filled  with  prayer,  ready  to  fire 
at  the  heart  of  heaven. 

And  the  covenant  can  be  heard 

by  the  spire  bell  resounded. 

The  voice  of  God  and  man 
intertwined 

in  faithful  chorus  blended. 

—ALAN  L.  LEVANT 


Dear  Deborah  .  . 

If  I  must  choose  him  or  church  . . .? 

our  relationship? 

Ginger 


Banner  to  be  awarded 

TAZEWELL,  Va.— The  banner  being  held  by  Mrs.  Don  Keene  of 
Main  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Tazewell  will  be 
awarded  each  year  to  the  United  Methodist  Women's  unit  in 
the  Tazewell  District  with  the  most  units  started  during  the 
year.  The  banner  is  designed  to  represent  new  UMW  units  all 
over  the  world. 


Review^ 

Recovering  our  focus 
on  spiritual  direction 


“Christian  Spiritual  Formation  in 
the  Church  and  Classroom,"  by  Su- 
sanne  Johnson,  Abingdon  Press, 
Nashville,  1989.  Paperback,  $13.95, 
173  pages. 

By  BARBARA  WENDLAND 

In  “Christian  Spiritual  Forma¬ 
tion  in  the  Church  and  Classroom," 
Susanne  Johnson  aims  to  help  the 
church  recover  spiritual  direction 
(the  care  of  souls)  as  a  renewed  mo¬ 
tive  for  Christian  ministry. 

She  also  wants  to  help  Christians 
discern  the  authentic  from  the  bogus 
in  the  midst  of  contemporary  cul¬ 
ture’s  current  interest  in  spirituality. 

Although  the  book’s  title  sounds 
as  if  it  might  be  a  textbook  for  pro¬ 
fessional  educators  or  clergy,  Chris¬ 
tians  outside  the  church’s  formal 
teaching  ministry  will  also  find  Dr. 
Johnson’s  message  helpful  and  her 
style  readable. 

Don't  clericalize  guidance 

And  she  warns  us  not  to  clerica¬ 
lize  or  to  professionalize  the  art  of 
spiritual  guidance.  A  spiritual 
guide,  she  explains,  “is  not  so  much 
a  professional  expert  as  a  co-pilgrim 
with  us  on  a  common  journey.” 

Dr.  Johnson,  an  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
finds  that  psychology  has  subtly 
taken  over  the  role  of  moral  and 
spiritual  guidance  in  today's  world, 
partly  because  the  church  has  abdi¬ 
cated  that  role. 

But  psychology,  in  Dr.  Johnson’s 
view,  cannot  give  us  a  true  picture 
of  life's  ultimate  meaning.  Only  the¬ 
ology  can  do  that. 

Dr.  Johnson  observes  that  psy¬ 
cho-culture  emphasizes  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  the  inner  needs,  wishes 
and  desires  of  the  individual  as  an 
individual,  not  as  an  active  partici¬ 
pant  in  a  caring  community. 

Yet,  she  contends,  true  Christian 
spirituality  “is  irreducibly  communal, 
liturgical,  relational  and  sacramental.” 

Christianity,  Dr.  Johnson  points 
out,  is  not  a  mere  piece  of  historical 
information.  It  is  a  self-involving  sto¬ 
ry  that  makes  claims  upon  its  hear¬ 
ers.  And  our  personal  past  is  not  a 

Unity  drive 
turns  sour 

Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — A  Decade  of  Evange¬ 
lism  that  was  supposed  to  lead  to  a 
growth  of  religious  fervor  and  church 
membership  in  England  has  been 
marked,  instead,  by  growing  inter¬ 
faith  bitterness  over  the  aggressive 
tactics  of  some  of  the  evangelizers. 

Jews  and  Muslims  were  irritated 
during  the  first  year  of  the  evange¬ 
lism  campaign  by  the  activities  of 
some  Christian  groups  they  believe 
have  been  encouraged  by  the 
churches.  They  most  often  cite  Jews 
for  Jesus,  an  evangelical  organiza¬ 
tion  of  Christian  converts  from  Ju¬ 
daism,  and  the  Open  Letter  group 
of  several  thousand  Christian  clergy 
who  have  called  for  a  ban  on  inter- 
faith  worship  services. 


storehouse  of  unalterable  facts  about 
what  happened  where  and  when. 

It  is  rather  “a  story  we  tell  and  re¬ 
tell,  first  in  this  way  and  then  in 
that,”  searching  for  a  “truer  way  to 
remember  and  to  tell  our  own  story.” 

An  important  part  of  the  church’s 
role  is  therefore  to  help  persons  tell, 
interpret  and  then  retell  their  indi¬ 
vidual  stories  in  light  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Story. 

Focusing  tension 

Unlike  therapy.  Dr.  Johnson  re¬ 
minds  us,  the  Christian  story  aims 
at  heightening  and  focusing  tension 
rather  than  reducing  it.  God  “brings 
peace  to  a  divided  heart  but  God  is 
also  the  convictor.  the  confronter. 
the  challenger." 

Dr.  Johnson  finds  that  today’s 
church  too  often  lets  those  aspects 
of  God’s  nature  be  ignored. 

Our  call  today,  Susanne  Johnson 
believes,  is  to  “lock  horns  with  cul¬ 
tural  conditions  that  do  not  promote 
the  values  of  God’s  Realm.  We  must 
not  only  teach  persons  how  to  read 
the  Bible  but  also  how  to  read  and  re¬ 
sist  their  dominant  culture.” 

Ms.  Wendland,  a  frequent  re¬ 
viewer  for  the  Reporter,  lives  in 
Temple,  Texas. 

Feet  of  clay 
not  fatal 

By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Time  changes  one’s  perspec- 
tives  on  family  members.  When 
we  were  very  young,  our  parents, 
our  grandparents  and  uncles,  and 
aunts  were  like  gods.  They  were 
powerful  and  wise;  they  con¬ 
trolled  the  world.  They  bestowed 
gifts,  calmed  fears,  taught  values 
and  provided  a  haven  amidst  the 
tempests  of  growing  up. 

Then — slowly — their  faults  be¬ 
came  visible  to  us.  At  first  we 
were  bewildered  that  there 
should  be  any  faults.  And  then, 
as  adolescents,  we  began  to  re¬ 
sent  their  inconsistencies,  their 
petty  behaviors.  We  could  sense 
their  fears,  and  we  saw  that  our 
gods  had  feet  of  clay. 

We  began  to  have  mixed  feel¬ 
ings  about  them.  Our  awe  turned 
into  disillusionment.  It  was  time 
to  strike  out  on  our  own,  to  make 
our  own  lives. 

So  for  several  years  we  lived  at 
arm’s  length  from  these  once-  ! 
godlike  beings.  Then  a  new  per-  j 
spective  settled  in  as  we  grew  j 
comfortable  with  being  an  adult.  : 
We  eventually  arrived  at  a  place  I 
where  we  still  recognize  the  flaws 
in  our  family,  but  now  it’s  no  big  ; 
deal.  In  fact,  the  unique  blend  of 
lights  and  shadows  we  now  see  ’ 
gives  each  family  member  his  or  j 
her  own  shape  and  character.  j 

Isn’t  it  reassuring  to  realize  J 
that  one  day  our  own  children  :• 
and  grandchildren  will  come  to  j 
feel  that  the  fact  that  we  too  have  * 
feet  of  clay  is  no  big  deal? 
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YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  SUNDAY  —  APRIL  26 

uU- 

This  day  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  so 
youth  can  share  the  meaning  of  Youth  Service  Fund  with  their  church  con¬ 
gregations. 


YOUTH  SERVICE 
FUND  FOR  1992 

CP 

Youth  and  adult  delegates  to  the  1989  NYMO  Convocation  and 
Legislative  Assembly  voted  to  set  some  long  term  goals  for  the  Youth 
Service  Fund.  We  are  asked  to  Double  YSF  by  ’92. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  goal  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Youth  need  to  raise  $7,510  for  1990,  $9,385  for  1991  and  $11,262 
for  1992. 

We  not  only  met  our  goal  in  1 990  but  exceeded  it.  Guess  What!  We 
did  the  same  thing  in  1991.  We  raised  $9,498.08.  You  have  done  a 
great  job  —  THANKS. 

In  order  to  achieve  our  ultimate  goal  in  1992  donations  we  would 
like  to  make  these  suggestions. 

Plan  a  "double”  party  for  your  UMYF,  district  or  conference 
event!  Double  dip,  double  up,  double  over!  Get  creative!  Double  the 
fun! 

You  are  the  ones  that  make  a  difference.  Now  is  the  time  to  get 
started.  The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  your  Mission  Project. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Contributions 
1991  Total:  $9,498.08 


Acadlana  $408.79 

Abbeville 

Briggs 

First,  Franklin 
Asbury,  Lafayette 
First,  Lafayette 

Louisiana  Memorial,  Opelousas 
Magnolia,  Thibodaux 

Alexandria  $1,488.86 

Horseshoe,  Alexandria 

Wilton 

Sieper,  Boyce 

Glenmora 

Nolly,  Jena 

Belah,  Jena 

Asbury,  Natchitoches 

Williams  Chapel,  Natchitoches 

First  Natchitoches 

First,  Pineville 

First,  Winnfield 

Baton  Rouge  $2,597.38 

First,  Baker 
Blackwater,  Baker 
Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 
First,  Baton  Rouge 
Francis  Asbury,  Baton  Rouge 
Ingleside,  Baton  Rouge 
Jefferson,  Baton  Rouge 
Magnolia,  Greenwelt  Springs 
St.  Andrews,  Baton  Rouge 
St.  Mark,  Baton  Rouge 
University,  Baton  Rouge 
Beech  Grove,  Baton  Rouge 
Clinton 

Clear  Creek,  Clinton 

Meadows  Chapel,  Gonzales 

Scott  Chapel,  Port  Allen 

St.  Francisville 

Slaughter 

Bluff  Creek 

Evangeline 

Lake  Charles  $1,189-37 

Church  Point 
Maxie,  Church  Point 
First,  Crowley 
First,  DeRidder 
Eunice 
Iota,  Eunice 
Gueydan 

AA  Bernard  Memorial/Hayes, 
Iowa 
Welsh 
Kinder 

First,  Lake  Charles 
Oak  Park,  Lake  Charles 
St.  Luke-Simpson 
University,  Lake  Charles 
First,  Leesville 
Holly  Grove,  Leesville 
Oakdale 

Pine  Prairie,  Oakdale 


Rayne 

Branch,  Rayne 
Ebenezer,  Rayne 
Henning  Memorial,  Sulphur 

Monroe  $454.14 

Epps 

First,  Monroe 
First,  West  Monroe 
McGuire,  West  Monroe 

New  Orleans  $393.28 

St.  James,  Marrero 

Gretna 

St.  Matthews 

Cornerstone,  New  Orleans 
Haven,  New  Orleans 
Korean,  New  Orleans 
Lake  Vista,  New  Orleans 
Mt.  Zion,  New  Orleans 
Williams,  Jefferson 
St.  Luke’s,  New  Orleans 

North  Shore  $1,025.43 

Amite 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Mem.,  Boga- 
lusa 

First,  Denham  Springs 
Roberts,  Denham  Springs 
First,  Hammond 
Kentwood 
LaCombe 

St.  Timothy  on  North  Shore 
Aldersgate,  Slidell 
First,  Slidell 

Hartzell,  Mt.  Zion,  Slidell 
Walker 

Ruston  $486.10 

Wesley  Chapel,  Ruston 

Doyline 

Sibley 

Farmervlle 

Gibsland 

Shongaloo 

Grace,  Ruston 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Pilgrims  Rest 

Shreveport  $1,454.73 

Blanchard 

First,  Bossier  City 

Asbury,  Bossier  City 

Hosston 

Bethel 

Wesley,  Mansfield 
Plain  Dealing 
Lakeview 
Noel 

North  Highland 
St.  James 
Round  Grove 
St.  Lukes 


YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND 
IN  LOUISIANA 


Youth  Service  Fund 

I.  Hlstory/Phllosophy 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  money  “raised  by  youth,  distributed  by 
youth,  to  projects  which  benefit  youth.” 

—  it  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach  out  to  service  beyond  the 
local  church”  and  make  an  impact  upon  projects 

—  together  we  can  do  things  which  we  could  not  do  individually 

II.  Process 

A.  Money  is  raised  at  the  local  church  or  district  level 

B.  Money  is  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

C.  30%  of  money  is  sent  to  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
(committee  of  youth  and  adults  determine  how  money  will  be 
distributed) 

D.  70%  of  money  stays  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 

1 .  up  to  30%  of  money  may  be  used  for  administration 

2.  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  in  confer¬ 
ence 

3.  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  outside  the 
conference 

III.  Resources  &  Ideas  For  YSF  Sunday 

A.  Share  The  Dream:  YSF  Manual  —  order  from  Discipleship 

B.  Youth  Service  Fund:  Share  the  Dream  Brochure  —  order  from 
Discipleship 

C.  Skits  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

D.  Songs  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

E.  “The  Wizard  of  YSF”  —  Play  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  office 

F.  “Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Youth  Group”  —  request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  office 

G.  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  a  Coke  Machine”  —  request  from  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  office 

H.  “Parable  For  YSF”  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  office 

I.  Fundraising  Ideas  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  office 


Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition 

If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a  special  way  why  not  con¬ 
sider  giving  a  gift  for  the  mission  for  the  church  in  the  form  of  “A 
Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition.”  Send  your  contribution  of  $20  or 
more  to  Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  Please  make  your  check  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  A  certificate  of  recognition  will  be  sent  to  the  honoree. 
Example  below: 

A  Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition 

has  been  awarded  to 


by  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

A  gift  for  the  mission  of  the  church  has  been 
forwarded  to 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Youth  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Date 


1992  Youth  Service  Fund  Projects 
IN  CONFERENCE 

“YOUTH  WITH  A  PURPOSE":  Destrehan 

The  primary  objective  of  “Youth  With  A  Purpose”  is  to  form  a 
community-wide  youth  ministry  involving  a  minimum  of  40  youth 
for  the  purpose  of  Christian  outreach,  growth  and  support,  leadership 
and  mission  for  a  period  of  16  weeks  from  May  4,  1992  to  August  21, 
1992. 

GENESIS  PROJECT:  New  Orleans 

The  Genesis  Project  is  designed  to  bring  youth  and  parents  togeth¬ 
er  in  a  learning  situation,  to  foster  spiritual  growth  and  understand¬ 
ing  in  the  family,  to  bring  into  focus  the  increasing  needs  of  the  youth 
of  our  area  in  dealing  with  sexuality,  teenage  pregnancy  and  AIDS,  to 
increase  self  esteem,  to  teach  coping  and  response  mechanisms,  to 
minister  to  the  spiritual  and  physical  needs,  to  build  a  witnessing  in¬ 
clusive  family  program,  to  create  a  referral  service  and  to  develop  a 
support  group  and  positive  parenting  skills  for  parents. 

ISTROUMA  METROPOLITAN  METHODIST  MISSION 
CENTER:  Baton  Rouge 

The  goal  of  the  Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission  Center 
is  to  focus  on  district  mission  and  ministiy  in  a  particular  area  of  the 
city  which  experiences  tremendous  deprivation.  YSF  funds  will  be 
designated  for  mission  operating  expenses,  the  training  of  volunteers 
and  the  expansion  of  emergency  service  hours. 


OUT  OF  CONFERENCE 

TEENAGE  CRISES  MINISTRIES:  England,  Arkansas 

The  first  goal  is  consciousness  raising  for  area  churches  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  epidemic  of  teen  pregnancies,  teen  suicides  and  teens  involved  in 
substance  abuse/chemical  dependency  and  how  it  affects  the  local 
community.  The  second  goal  is  to  educate/inform  the  local  church  on 
ways  to  address  and  intervene  in  the  three  crises.  The  third  goal  is 
prevention  and  peer  counseling. 

MOUNTAIN  TOP:  Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge 

The  goals  of  Mountain  Top  in  Tennessee  are  to  help  meet  the  phys¬ 
ical,  spiritual,  emotional  and  social  needs  of  Cumberland  Mountain 
families  and  children,  to  actively  encourage  the  Christian  growth  of 
the  Junior  and  Senior  High  Youth  that  participate,  to  develop  and  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  leadership  skills  of  the  participants,  and  to  foster  within 
the  communities  we  work  an  eagerness  for  them  to  minister  to  them¬ 
selves. 


1992  National  Youth  Service  Fund  Projects 

The  United  Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization  (NYMO) 
is  sponsoring  25  youth  ministry  projects  around  the  world.  Because  of  the 
increase  in  giving  last  year,  NYMO  was  able  to  expand  the  number  of  proj¬ 
ects  funded  in  1992  by  7  and  the  amount  by  $36,700! 


Dreaming  The  Possible  Dream:  New  Quadrennial  Goals  Set 

NYMO’s  Steering  Committee  set  new  YSF  goals  for  the  upcoming  qua- 
drennium:  $500,000  for  1991;  $600,000  for  1992;  $700,000  for  1993  and 
$800,000  for  1994.  Challenging  but  definitely  POSSIBLE!  Pertinent  trivia: 
if  every  UMYF  member  gave  50C  a  year,  we  would  raise  about  a  million 
dollars!!! 

In  1990  youth  raised  $470,000  for  YSF.  The  goals  for  ’91,  ’92,  ’93  and 
’94  are  POSSIBLE! 


YOUTH  ARE  MAKING  A  DIFFERENCE  IN  A  WORLD  THAT  IS  OFTEN 
UNJUST,  LONELY,  CONFUSED,  HUNGRY  AND  COLD 


Youth  Service  Fund 


Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 
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I  Dreamed  I  Met  With 
A  Pastor-Parish 
Relations  Committee 

I  dreamed  I  met  recently  with  the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
of  one  of  the  larger  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  purpose 
was  to  consult  about  a  new  pastor  before  making  the  appointment. 

My  first  suggestion  was  a  well-known  theologian,  evangelist  and  writ¬ 
er.  Though  he  was  single  and  had  an  authority  problem  (especially  with 
women),  he  was  very  effective  in  building  up  a  congregation.  I  did  let  the 
committee  know  that  he  confessed  having  a  “thorn  in  the  flesh”  which 
bothered  him  from  time  to  time.  The  committee  was  unanimous  in  say¬ 
ing  they  weren’t  interested. 

I  then  brought  to  the  committee  another  name  for  consideration.  This 
pastor  did  stutter  and  had  a  bit  of  a  violent  temper  that  he  struggled  to 
keep  under  control.  Yet,  he  was  very  spiritual  and  even  communed  di¬ 
rectly  with  God  on  a  mountain  top.  While  he  served  the  same  congrega¬ 
tion  for  40  years,  I  had  to  admit  that  he  never  got  around  to  building  a 
facility,  and  his  people  worshipped  in  tents  all  that  time.  “No  way!”  the 
committee  responded. 

1  thought  of  another  possibility.  “Here’s  a  man  who’s  an  excellent  or¬ 
ganizer  and  is  especially  good  at  training  laity  to  be  leaders.  He  does  not 
have  a  very  successful  marriage.  In  fact,  his  wife  has  been  accused  of 
dragging  him  around  the  room  by  his  long  hair.  He  does  open-air  field 
preaching  wherever  he  goes.  Sometimes  his  brother,  Charles,  a  hymn- 
writer,  goes  with  him.  He  is  somewhat  compulsive  and  keeps  a  meticu¬ 
lous  journal. 

“Doesn’t  sound  like  a  fit,”  responded  the  committee. 

I  looked  at  the  final  name  on  my  list.  “I  don’t  suppose  you  would  be 
interested  in  an  itinerant  preacher  who  was  not  very  well  respected  in  his 
own  town  and  was  accused  of  eating  with  wine-bibbers  and  outcasts? 
Some  say  his  sermons  and  stories  make  people  uncomfortable.” 

“Not  on  your  life!”  responded  the  committee.  “Now  let’s  get  serious 
about  a  replacement  for  our  pastor.” 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  I  992 

Issue:  Campus  Ministry 


Editor’s  Note:  The  next  editions  of 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
will  contain  the  column:  Focus  on 
General  Conference- 1992.  Members 
of  the  Louisiana  delegation  and  se¬ 
lected  writers  will  present  major  is¬ 
sues  to  be  considered  in  May. 

This  week's  column  is  written  by 
Amy  Ward,  a  lay  member  of  the 
General  Conference  delegation  and 
a  director  (elected  member)  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  during  the 
current  quadrennium.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  an  active  participant  in 
conference  programs  and  ministry. 

The  people 
called  Method¬ 
ists  have  always 
taken  leader¬ 
ship  in  educa¬ 
tion-in  training 
our  own  leaders 
and  others  in 
society.  Now, 
in  1992,  we  re¬ 
alize  the  world 
is  at  a  cross¬ 
roads  of  critical  re-formation. 

The  leadership  currently  being 
educated  on  campuses  needs  to 
hear  and  experience  God’s  word  for 
creation.  The  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will 
bring  to  General  Conference  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  Campus  Ministry  Spe¬ 
cial  Program  1993-1996,  “Campus 
Ministry:  Mission  at  the  Center.” 

The  primary  objective  is  to  re¬ 
claim  and  revitalize  the  role  of  cam¬ 
pus  ministry  in  the  mission  of  the 
church.  If  approved,  a  new  mission 
statement  for  campus  ministry  will 
be  written  along  with  programs  for 
recruitment,  training,  placement, 
continuing  education  and  evalua¬ 
tion.  There  are  several  other  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  program. 

■  To  be  strengthened  is  the  role 
of  women  in  campus  ministry. 

■  A  handbook  will  be  published 
and  training  events  held  to  resource 
local  campus  ministry  boards. 

■  To  be  enhanced  is  the  role  of 
campus  ministry  and  college  chap¬ 
laincies  in  the  enlistment  of  candi¬ 
dates  for  ordained  and  diaconal 


ministries  and  in  development  of 
lay  leadership  for  the  local  church. 

■  New  models  of  campus  minis¬ 
try  built  upon  the  participation  of 
local  congregation  will  be  designed 
and  tested. 

■  Projects  are  to  be  developed  to 
facilitate  the  re-entry  of  graduating 
college  seniors  into  the  life  and 
work  of  local  churches. 

■  New  Bible  study  materials  and 
other  resources  will  be  developed. 

■  New  leadership  training  will  be 
provided  for  students  in  the 
churches  as  well  as  for  faculty,  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  persons  in  churches 
close  to  campuses. 

■  Stronger  campus  ministry 
among  racial  ethnic  persons  will  be 
emphasized,  as  will  global  aware¬ 
ness. 

Although  the  program  has  been 
approved  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  it  is  not  included  in  budget 
requests  GCFA  proposed  for  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  Funding  must  be 
provided  and  delegates  can  set  any 
budget  they  desire. 

Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  has  unanimously  affirmed 
the  program. 

Recent  events  have  given  us 
much  hope  for  the  future  of  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

Two  national  student  confer¬ 
ences,  after  a  lapse  of  20  years,  have 
been  successful.  The  Student  Fo¬ 
rum,  planning  its  fourth  gathering 
in  May,  has  given  visibility  to  stu¬ 
dent  leaders  deeply  committed  to 
Christ  and  the  church.  In  May,  a 
conference  for  persons  considering 
the  ministry  as  a  vocation  was  at¬ 
tended  by  1,200  persons.  Their  in¬ 
terest  was  partly  the  result  of 
recruiting  efforts  by  campus  minis¬ 
ters  and  chaplains. 

This  quadrennium  marks  the 
210th  year  for  campus  ministry  in 
church  colleges  and  its  70th  on  oth¬ 
er  campuses  in  the  United  States. 


Amy  Ward 


At  State  Capitol 

Lay,  Clergy  Invited  to  Attend 
Bishop's  Legislative  Reception 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  host 
a  reception  for  all  of  the  Louisiana 
senators  and  representatives  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  1992  legislative 
session.  The  event  is  set  for  10  a.m. 
to  noon  Monday,  March  30,  in  the 
basement,  Committee  Room  W,  of 
the  Louisiana  State  Capitol. 

The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  legislative  liaison  com¬ 
mittee,  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  said,  “Your 
help  is  needed.  We  ask  that  you  per¬ 
sonally  encourage  your  legislators  to 


attend.  All  United  Methodists,  lay 
and  clergy,  are  welcome  and  we 
hope  you  will  attend.” 

Following  the  reception,  there 
will  be  a  seminar  on  state  govern¬ 
ment  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  seminar  will  begin 
with  lunch  at  12:30  p.m.  followed 
by  a  panel  discussion  titled,  “Issues 
Facing  Louisiana.” 

Persons  planning  to  attend  the  re¬ 
ception  are  invited  to  make  reserva¬ 
tions  for  the  luncheon  seminar  by 
writing  or  calling:  First  United 


Methodist  Church,  930  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.,  70802; 
phone,  (504)  383-4777. 

The  reception,  sponsored  by  the 
conference  legislative  liaison  com¬ 
mittee,  will  give  Bishop  Oden  the 
opportunity  to  greet  personally  each 
legislator  and  give  each  of  them  a 
chance  to  get  to  know  our  bishop, 
Andrews  said.  “It  will  also  afford 
opportunities  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  share  their  concerns  on  issues 
facing  the  1992  legislative  session.” 

Some  issues  that  are  to  receive 


particular  attention  of  the  liaison 
committee  are:  Support  of  health 
care  programs  including  broader  in¬ 
surance  coverage;  extension  of  ef¬ 
fective  prenatal  care  (funded  by 
federal  government  but  needing 
state  legislative  approval);  establish¬ 
ment  of  public  health  units  in 
neighborhoods  and  schools;  licens¬ 
ing  of  day  care  centers;  support  of 
literacy  programs  in  state  prisons; 
opposition  to  school  vouchers  for 
private  and  parochial  schools  and 
opposition  to  casino  gambling. 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Russia  Food  Lift  committee 
met  recently  to  plan  strategy  for  the  massive  collection  for  our  Rus¬ 
sian  friends.  They  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Margaret  Guth,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
L.  Howe  Jr.,  the  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  Dr.  Don  Cottrill  and  Mat  Ka¬ 
wasaki. 


Adult  Workers  With  Youth 
To  Gather  in  Alexandria 
For  Seminar  on  March  28 


Adults  will  hear  about  ways  to 
help  young  people  find  meaningful 
summer  mission  activities  as  well  as 
look  further  into  the  future  at  the 
Adult  Workers  With  Youth  Semi¬ 
nar  planned  for  Saturday,  March 
28. 

The  third  conference-wide  event 
for  youth  workers  will  be  held  at 
First  UMC,  Alexandria.  Sessions 
will  be  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

“Visioning  for  the  Future”  will  be 
the  topic  of  Dr.  David  D.  Otto,  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  religion,  Cente¬ 
nary  College. 

Carolyn  Dove,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator, 
will  speak  about,  “Putting  Meaning 
Into  Mission  Trips.” 

From  the  Central  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence,  Mary  Gean  Cope,  director  of 
youth  ministries,  will  have  as  her 
subject,  “Reentry:  Helping  Youth 


Return  After  Spiritual  Growth 
Events.” 

A  display  of  youth  resources  is 
planned. 

The  seminar  is  sponsored  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth  and 
Ministries  and  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Interested  adults  who  work  with 
young  people,  whether  full  time  or 
part  time,  summer  directors  or  vol¬ 
unteers,  are  invited  to  participate. 
Clergy  or  laity  may  earn  .3  Continu¬ 
ing  Education  Unit  credit  by  at¬ 
tending. 

Mail  registration  fee  ($12,  which 
includes  materials  and  lunch)  to 
Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Make 
checks  payable  to  :  The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Indicate  which 
interest  group  is  desired:  Visioning 
or  Mission.  Deadline  for  registering 
is  March  20. 


Around  the  Conference 


“Remember  the  teachings  of  Je¬ 
sus.  Remember  his  entry  into  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Remember  the  whip  and  the 
crown  of  thorns  . . .  remember  the 
nails  ...  the  sign  above  his  head  . . . 
Remember  his  sacrifice  for  you. 
Lent  means  remember,”  according 
to  Lenten  events  planners  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria. 

The  church,  of  which  the  Rev. 
H.  C.  Bount  Jr.,  is  senior  pastor, 
started  a  Lenten  series  to  prepare 
for  Easter.  A  Lenten  Fair  for  fam¬ 
ilies  was  held  on  Ash  Wednesday. 
Its  purpose  was  to  help  members 
gain  a  deeper  appreciation  of  sym¬ 
bols  of  the  season. 

Church  Night  programs  will  in¬ 
clude  a  Jewish  rabbi  who  is  to  speak 
on  the  common  ground  and  differ¬ 
ences  in  Lent  and  the  Jewish  Pass- 
over,  a  Catholic  nun  who  will  talk 
about  the  Stations  of  the  Cross,  and 
the  Rev.  Isiah  Lee  of  Newman  UMC 
and  a  Southern  Baptist  minister 
who  will  lead  Bible  studies  on  the 


significance  of  Jesus’  journey  to 
Calvary. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Since  so  many  of  us  will  be  in 
their  town  buying  those  wonderful 
red  berries,  First  UMC,  Poncha- 
toula,  has  planned  a  special  Straw¬ 
berry  Festival/Palm  Sunday 
worship  service  for  8  a.m.  on  April 
12.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Larry 
Robertson. 

*  *  * 

Church  license  plates  are  being 
sold  at  First  UMC,  Mansfield 
Their  sale  is  a  project  of  the  UMYF 
to  help  with  their  expenses  on  a 
summer  mission  trip.  The  young 
people  offer  free  installation  when 
the  plates  arrive. 

*  *  * 

Senior  Highs  of  Blackwater 
UMC,  Baker  spent  Fat  Tuesday  in 
New  Orleans  with  the  young  people 
of  Walker  UMC.  The  enjoyed  a  pic¬ 
nic  lunch  in  Metairie  and  watched 
Mardi  Gras  parades. 


Russia  Food  Lift 
Committee  To  Direct 
Massive  Collection 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Churches  received  details  last  Sun¬ 
day  about  the  massive  conference¬ 
wide  Russian  Food  Lift  scheduled 
for  Friday,  March  27.  Food  from 
our  state  will  go  directly  to  the 
United  Methodists  of  our  sister- 
church  in  Ekaterinburg.  Specific 
size  boxes  will  be  prepared  with  cer¬ 
tain  foods  appropriate  for  Russian 
diets  (listed  in  last  week’s  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  newspaper). 

Directing  the  project  is  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  Food  Lift  Com¬ 
mittee  comprised  of  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport,  chairman; 
Mat  Kawasaki,  New  Orleans  lay¬ 
man  and  North  Shore  District  trea¬ 
surer;  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe  Jr, 
pastor,  Cornerstone,  New  Orleans; 
Margaret  Guth,  Lake  Charles  lay- 
woman  and  member  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries. 

Cooperating  in  the  food  lift  are 
UMCOR  (United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief),  the  Louisiana 


Conference  and  the  new  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg. 

Members  of  local  congregations 
will  prepare  boxes  of  food  through 
March  23. 

Local  churches  will  deliver  pre¬ 
pared  food  boxes  to  the  regional 
pick-up  points  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Shreveport  and  Lafayette  from 
March  23  through  March  26. 

Ramsey  said,  "We’re  happy  that 
food  from  our  state  will  be  sent  to 
Ekaterinburg,  where  a  United 
Methodist  Church  was  organized  in 
1990  with  the  assistance  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference.  Food  is  in  short 
supply  in  that  city.  Lydia  Istomina, 
our  own  pastor,  fainted  during  Sun¬ 
day  services  recently  due  to  malnu¬ 
trition.” 

Boxes  collected  at  the  various  lo¬ 
cations  will  be  sent  to  the  Russian 
city  of  one  and  one-half  million 
people.  "They  will  contain  food, 
prayers  and  greetings  from  Louisi¬ 
ana,”  Ramsey  said.  The  United 
Methodists  there  will  distribute 
them  to  fellow  residents  hard-hit  by 
the  food  shortage  and  the  political 
changes  in  their  homeland. 


Some  of  the  Adult  Workers  With  Youth  who  attended  a  previous 
seminar  are  PICTURED  ABOVE  as  they  have  a  discussion.  Sixty  per¬ 
sons  from  around  the  state  participated  in  a  seminar  held  in  Au¬ 
gust. 


'Laughter  and  Religion'  Is  Theme 
For  Clergy-Spouse  Retreat 
Slated  At  Tall  Timbers  Center 


Clergy  and  their  spouses  will 
gather  for  the  14th  Annual  Clergy- 
Spouse  Retreat  April  10  and  11  at 
Tall  Timbers  Conference  Center. 

“Laughter  and  Religion”  will  be 
the  theme  for  the  event. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  deGratfenried, 
pastor,  Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  UMC, 
will  be  the  speaker.  Billy  Ready  of 
Readysong  Ministries  in  Thomas- 
ton,  Ga.,  will  present  musical  selec¬ 
tions. 

The  retreat  will  begin  with  regis¬ 


tration  from  3  to  5  p.m.  on  Friday, 
April  10,  and  will  end  after  lunch 
on  Saturday,  April  1 1 . 

Reservations  are  due  by  April  1. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Clergy 
Spouse  Retreat  and  send  to:  Ta¬ 
mara  deGraffenried,  Box  5101,  Ar¬ 
cadia,  LA  71001.  The  fee  is  $20  for 
both  days  or  $10  for  just  one  day  of 
the  retreat. 

For  additional  information  call 
(318)  263-2369. 
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Worship:  Where's  the  joy? 


A  fast-food  ad  during  the  early 
1  980s  coined  the  now-familiar 
phrase,  “Where’s  the  beef?” 

The  phrase’s  theological  equiva¬ 
lent  was  at  least  implied  in  recent 
remarks  by  a  prominent  biblical 
scholar. 

“Where’s  the  joy?”  he  asked? 

Dr.  Leander  Keck,  delivering 
Yale  Divinity  School’s  annual  Bee¬ 
cher  Lectures,  made  clear  that  he 
was  asking  specifically  about  Prot¬ 
estant  Christianity. 

“I  do  not  know  why  so  much 
mainline  Protestantism  has  become  a 
joyless  religion,”  he  mused. 

Dr.  Keck,  who  teaches  biblical  the¬ 
ology  at  Yale,  provided  a  partial  an¬ 
swer  to  his  own  puzzlement  about 
the  paucity  of  joy — that  is,  the  uplift¬ 
ing  experience  of  God’s  active  pres¬ 
ence — in  the  worship  life  of  most 
mainstream  Protestant  Christians. 

“Today’s  theology  is  like  a  state 
fair  without  a  midway,”  he  said.  “Ev¬ 
erything  is  going  on  at  the  same  time, 
and  there’s  no  main  exhibit.” 

We  believe  Dr.  Keck’s  observa¬ 
tions  merit  prayerful  reflection.  His 
remarks  trigger  at  least  three  chal¬ 
lenging  questions  about  the  joy,  or 
lack  thereof,  in  the  worship  experi¬ 
ence  of  countless  Christians. 

■  “Where’s  the  joy”  in  our  theol¬ 
ogy  of  worship? 

Not  surprisingly,  Dr.  Keck’s  anal¬ 
ogy  of  a  “midway  without  a  main 
exhibit”  to  describe  the  chaotic 
state  of  much  contemporary  wor¬ 


ship  theology  frequently  applies  to 
our  worship  experiences.  “Disjoint¬ 
ed,”  “unfocused,”  “shallow,”  and 
“boring”  are  oft-heard  descriptions 
of  much  Sunday  morning  fare. 

At  one  level,  such  descriptions  re¬ 
flect  lack  of  basic  care  in  preparing  for 
worship  by  all  involved,  not  merely 
the  pastor  (although  experience  shows 
that  effective  pastoral  leadership  is 
crucial).  At  another  level,  however, 
they  reflect  a  lack  of  understanding  of 
why  Christians  gather  to  worship  in 
the  first  place:  to  celebrate  with  joy 
the  good  news  of  God’s  love! 

Does  your  congregation  regularly 
experience  joy-focused  worship, 
that  is,  worship  that  is  centered  on 
and  expectantly  awaits  the  reality 
and  love  of  God?  Why  or  why  not? 

■  “Where’s  the  joy”  in  our  corpo¬ 
rate  experiences  of  worship? 

Interviews  by  the  Reporter  staff 
with  dozens  of  vital  congregations 
during  the  past  five  years  invariably 
revealed  a  common  factor:  a  tradi¬ 
tion  of  vibrant,  exciting  worship. 

In  such  churches,  all  aspects  of 
the  weekly  worship  experience  are 
treated  as  vital  and  interactive. 
They  range  from  rich  preaching  and 
creative  music  to  dynamic  prayer 
and  the  contagious  spirit  of  people 
“in  tune”  with  the  Divine.  A  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  phrase  was:  “Peo¬ 
ple  are  afraid  of  missing  something 
if  they  don’t  come  to  church!” 

Can  the  same  be  said  of  your  con¬ 
gregation?  Do  you  regularly  experience 
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The  joy  that  can  be  experienced  during  worship  is  reflected  in  the 
faces  of  the  Rev.  William  Mullette  (left,  receiving  communion)  of  Bill¬ 
ings,  Mont,  and  the  Rev.  Nancy  Grissom  Self  (right)  of  Redlands,  Calif. 
But  a  theologian's  recent  remarks  prompt  questions  about  the  joy,  or 
lack  thereof,  in  the  worship  experience  of  countless  Christians. 


worship  as  joyful?  Why  or  why  not? 

■  “Where’s  the  joy”  in  our  re¬ 
sponse  to  worship? 

According  to  Dr.  Keck,  our  Protes¬ 
tant  heritage  has  burdened  contem¬ 
porary  Christians  with  the  notion 
that  something  must  be  useful  to  be 
worthwhile — including  worship. 
Hence,  he  said,  we  tend  to  over  em¬ 
phasize  doing  something  in  response 
to  worship  to  justify  its  importance. 

But  what  could  be  more  impor¬ 


tant  than  merely  being  receptive  to 
and  thankful  for  the  joy  that  is  a  gift 
from  God  during  vibrant,  focused 
worship?  Countless  Christians  have 
found  such  moments  to  be  more  life 
transforming  than  any  useful  action 
they  take  in  response  to  worship. 

Do  you  value  the  joy  that  can  be 
found  in  worship  as  a  worthwhile 
experience  in  its  own  right,  one  that 
provides  the  spiritual  “beef’  need¬ 
ed  to  sustain  all  other  parts  of  life? 
Why  or  why  not? 


-destroy'  taken  to  task 


The  Feb.  28  editorial  headlined 
“Search-and-destroy  must  cease” 
concerning  heretical  Korean  Pres¬ 
byterian  theologian  Chung  Hyun- 
Kyung  was  too  much  for  this  old 
theologian  to  ignore. 

The  editorial’s  mindset  is  a  ster¬ 
ling  example  of  why  millions  have 
left  the  UMC. 

You  charge  orthodox  “intolerance, 
imperiousness,  and  mean-spirited¬ 
ness”  with  motivating  search-and-de¬ 
stroy  operations  to  eliminate  dissent¬ 
ing  interpretations  of  faith. 

But  orthodoxy  is  measured  by 
God’s  Word,  not  bigotry.  Theological 
degrees  are  not  needed  to  interpret 
the  Bible  correctly.  But  the  twisted, 
specious  caricature  of  the  Bible  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  liberals  is  shameful. 

You  admonish  us  from  Galatians 
to  “avoid  quarrels  and  dissensions.” 
But  Paul  also  said:  “I  wrote  to  you 
not  to  associate  with  anyone  who 
bears  the  name  of  ‘brother’  if  he  is 
...  an  idolater  . . .  not  even  to  eat 
with  such  a  one  . . .  Drive  out  the 
wicked  person  from  among  you”  (1 
Corinthians  5:1 1-13). 

Anyone  mixing  New  Age  paganism 
with  Christianity  is,  by  definition,  no 
Christian.  People  have  the  right  to 
practice  any  religion  they  wish.  But 
the  church  has  no  business  allowing 
them  to  promulgate  the  doctrines  of 
demons  among  God’s  people. 

Such  persons  should  be  defrocked 
and  removed  from  positions  of 
church  leadership  until  they  recant 
and  repent. 

Keith  R.  Smith 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Editorial  lacks  discernment 

I  agree,  in  part,  with  your  Feb.  28 
editorial  condemning  “search-and- 
destroy”  methods  employed  against 
Dr.  Chung  Hyun-Kyung  by  her  de¬ 
tractors.  No  one  should  ever  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  harassment,  wire  taps  or 
death  threats  because  of  their  views 
or  theology. 

However,  your  editorial  lacks  dis¬ 
cernment  and  conviction  about  the 
other  side  of  this  issue — the  ram¬ 
pant  proliferation  of  doctrine,  prac¬ 
tice  and  theology  which  is  diametri¬ 
cally  counter  to  Scripture. 

Dr.  Hyun-Kyung’s  invoking  the 
spirits  of  martyred  people  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  nature  and  work  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  irreconcilable  with  God’s 
revelation  regarding  the  nature,  pow¬ 
er  and  authority  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Paul’s  statement  to  the  Galatians, 
which  you  quoted  in  this  editorial, 
dealt  primarily  with  avoidance  of 
enmities,  strife,  jealousy,  and  other 
petty,  superficial  qualities  which  are 
unbecoming  to  anyone,  and  which 
particularly  impair  the  ability  of 
Christians  to  witness  of  their  faith. 

This  instruction  was  not  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  understanding  of  ba¬ 
sic  core  beliefs  such  as  the  authority 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  You  perform  a 
great  disservice  when  you  equate 
the  criticism  and  examination  of 
Dr.  Hyun-Kyung’s  errant  teaching 
with  mere  petty  in-fighting. 

In  fact,  you  have  paid  far  more 
attention  to  the  form  of  the  criti¬ 
cism  (albeit  a  very  repugnant  form) 
than  you  have  to  the  substance  of 
her  teachings. 


Both  before  and  after  I  joined  the 
United  Methodist  Church  people 
from  other  denominations  told  me, 
“You  can  believe  anything  and  still 
be  a  Methodist.”  I  have  found  this  to 
be  untrue  for  anyone,  Methodist  or 
not,  who  is  biblically  focused  and 
who  takes  John  Wesley  seriously. 

However,  your  editorial  comes  as 
close  to  validating  that  unfortunate 
characterization  of  the  UMC  as 
anything  I  have  read.  I  am  remind¬ 
ed  of  another  saying,  which  is,  “A 
church  which  will  stand  for  any¬ 
thing  stands  for  nothing.” 

Tom  Beasley 
Beeville,  Texas 

We're  not  superior 

Thank  you  for  your  Feb.  28  edito¬ 
rial  concerning  Christians  bashing 
Christians.  It’s  time  someone  dis¬ 
closed  denominational  triumpha¬ 
lism  for  what  it  is:  a  baseless  claim 
that  “right  belief’  is  the  province  of 
a  particular  religious  group. 

But  aren’t  we  also  guilty  of  Chris¬ 
tian  triumphalism  when  we  consid¬ 
er  other  religions?  You  support 
“proclaiming  the  Gospel  to  those 
who  don’t  believe.” 

Don’t  you  really  mean  “those 
who  don’t  believe  as  we  do?”  (Few 
people,  if  any,  don’t  believe 
something.) 

Further,  your  embracing  “all  who 
confess  Jesus  as  Lord’  implies  that 
all  others  are  outside  the  realm  of 
God’s  grace. 

Why  can’t  we  accept  the  fact  that 
other  religions  are  as  efficacious  in 
meeting  the  needs  of  their  adher- 


Pontius'  Puddle 
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ents  as  Christianity  is  for  us? 

Why  must  we  insist  that  our  be¬ 
lief  is  superior?  All  involve  the  un¬ 
known  and  the  unknowable. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 


Are  Baptists  connectional? 

I  need  you  good  editors  to  explain 
something  to  me!  In  the  Feb.  28  is¬ 
sue  there  is  a  news  story  headlined 
“Provoked”  about  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  beginning  a  process  of 
constitutional  change  aimed  at  re¬ 
quiring  congregations  to  oppose  ho¬ 
mosexuality  as  a  condition  of  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  denomination. 

My  question:  When  did  the 
Southern  Baptists  become  a  connec¬ 
tional  church?  My  Baptist  friends 
are  always  telling  me  that  their  con¬ 
gregation  is  absolutely  autonomous, 
and  they  don’t  have  to  “take  orders 
from  above.”  This  is  going  to  be  up¬ 
setting  news  to  lots  of  Baptists. 
What  next  must  they  oppose?  Or 
even  what  next  should  they  favor? 

Understand  that  I  am  a  great  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  UM  connectional  sys¬ 
tem.  I  just  don't  understand  this 
coming  from  the  Southern  Baptist! 
Rhett  Jackson 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 


Thanks  for  column! 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the 
Feb.  14  column  by  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  headlined,  “Dr.  Feelgood 
and  a  chance  to  do  good.” 

What  Ms.  Stovall  saw  and  lived 
in  that  experience  is,  in  my  opinion, 
exactly  what  we  are  called  to  do  and 
to  be!  Bravo  to  you,  Ms.  Stovall! 

I  grew  up  in  the  same  area  she  is 
talking  about  in  her  writing  and  I 
know  what  hard  times  are  about.  I 
thank  God  for  people  like  United 
Methodists  who  gave  this  poor 
“ghetto  boy”  another  chance  at  life. 

“It  only  takes  a  spark.”  Ms.  Sto¬ 
vall  may  have  well  started  a  blazing 
fire  with  her  “spark.” 

Daniel  L.  Kelly 
Thrall,  Texas 


God  waits  to  bless  us 

I  enjoyed  your  Feb.  7  editorial, 
“A  holy  experiment  in  healing.”  I 
firmly  believe  God  waits  to  bless  us 
and  aches  when  we  don’t  fully  tap 
into  the  resources  He  has  for  us. 

Marcia  Swearingen 
Hixson,  Tennessee 

Correction= 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area)  was  incorrectly  identified 
in  some  editions  of  the  March  6  Re¬ 
porter  as  “president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops.” 
Bishop  Tuell  is  “a  past  president” 
of  the  Council.  We  regret  the  error. 


My  wifnAcc 

My  tree-planting  experience 
is  metaphor  for  God's  love 


By  JEFFREY  A.  RASCHE 

Driving  barren  stretches  of  inter¬ 
state  to  church  meetings  can  lead  to 
terrible  ironies,  I  discovered. 

The  road  I  was  traveling  to 
Springfield,  Ill.,  is  mostly  farmland 
where  houses  are  more  plentiful 
than  trees.  In  this  setting,  a  talk 
show  on  the  radio  debated  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  cut  down  thousands  of  acres 
of  old  growth  timber  in  the  national 
forests  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

I  pictured  my  children,  on  vaca¬ 
tion,  playing  on  stumps  as  big  as  a 
car  in  the  national  “forest,”  reading 
a  sign  that  says,  “In  only  400  years 
the  seedlings  here  will  be  as  big 
around  as  these  stump.” 

Perhaps  I  had  too  many  miles  to 
think,  but  the  news  made  me  want  to 
do  something  constructive.  At  that 
point  I  began  to  notice  the  barren 
shoulders  along  that  Illinois  highway. 
To  me,  it  was  suddenly  land  begging 
to  be  planted  with  trees. 

We  soon  had  a  permit 

A  few  phone  calls  resulted  in  a 
committee  of  three  people,  and  soon 
we  had  a  written  permit  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  to  orga¬ 
nize  a  tree-planting  event  on  the 
government  land  along  the  road. 

As  the  project  evolved,  others 
added  their  ideas.  Soon  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation  was  involved, 
and  suddenly  we  were  planning  for 
hundreds  of  free  trees  instead  of 
dozens  of  purchased  ones. 

Then  the  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts, 
schools,  and  even  a  dance  group 
wanted  to  help.  So  the  forester  or¬ 
dered  more  trees.  After  the  newspa¬ 
pers  publicized  the  idea,  the  forester 
had  to  order  still  more  trees. 

The  appointed  section  of  road  was 
newly  constructed,  and  not  yet  open 
to  traffic.  But  on  planting  day  nearly 
350  people  climbed  all  over  the  cut¬ 
backs  and  hills,  planting  more  than 
5,000  trees.  Clearly,  a  lot  of  people 
yearn  for  a  chance  to  do  more  than 
worry  about  the  environment! 

As  the  day  was  ending,  a  few  of 
us,  mostly  the  organizers  of  the 
event,  were  tucking  the  last  bucket 
of  seedlings  into  the  ground  and 
congratulating  ourselves  on  a  great 
day’s  work.  Then  we  heard  the  rum¬ 
ble  of  a  diesel  engine. 

Just  across  the  fence  was  a  stand 
of  about  30  medium-sized  trees  on 
private  land — an  old  fencerow.  A 
bulldozer  approached  those  trees, 
paused  a  moment,  and  unceremoni¬ 
ously  began  to  uproot  them. 

So  while  we  planted  seedlings  on 
one  side  of  the  fence,  we  listened  to 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  I 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris-  \ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 
leffrey  Rasche  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  San  lose  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  _  _ 

(Central  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 


mature  trees  falling  and  limbs  snap¬ 
ping  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence. 

Of  course,  in  difficult  economic 
times,  it  is  not  hard  to  understand 
the  farmer’s  action.  A  few  more  rows 
of  com  will  yield  more  cash  than  the 
trees.  But  never  had  a  fence  seemed 
more  poignant  than  that  one. 

As  I  said,  driving  barren  stretches 
of  interstate  to  church  meetings  can 
lead  to  terrible  ironies! 

It  is  natural  to  resent,  or  even 
hate,  those  who  are  “on  the  other 
side  of  the  fence,”  fighting  to  undo 
our  best  efforts.  But  reflecting  on 
the  irony  of  our  tree-planting  expe¬ 
rience,  I  have  come  to  appreciate 
the  church  in  a  new  way. 


God  loves  us  all 

For  no  matter  what  side  of  the 
fence  we  choose  to  work  on,  there  is 
one  truth  we  Christians  proclaim 
and  strive  to  live — we  believe 
God’s  love  of  all  people  includes 
our  neighbors,  even  if  they  spend 
their  whole  lives  working  on  the 
other  side  of  the  fence. 

Since  God’s  love  includes  both 
bulldozer  drivers  and  tree-planters, 
then  I  believe  we  in  the  church  ought 
to  come  to  the  fence  with  our  adver¬ 
saries,  and  learn  to  talk  across  it. 

It  is  hard  to  love  those  who  would 
make  a  wreckage  of  our  hopes  and 
efforts,  but  with  Christ,  I  believe  it 
is  possible. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“But  seek  first  his  kingdom  and 
his  righteousness,  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  yours  as  well.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Mark  10:38) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  16 

Monday:  Psalms  127 
Tuesday:  Psalms  128 
Wednesday:  Genesis  15:1-12,  17-18 
Thursday:  Luke  13:22-30 
Friday:  Luke  13:31-35 
Saturday:  Philippians  3:12-16 
Sunday:  Philippians  3: 1 7-4: 1 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term  $100  7.50% 

1  year  term _ $100  . /  j _ ,\V,  6.00% 

Flexible  $100  5.25% 

*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a.hbpy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800.862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuis,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals: 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  fust  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular.  air  j  » —  -  ■»> 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


Churches  seek  health  care  savings  plan 

_  ■  ; _ UA/Cor  nf  r»artirinfltine  While  predicted  savings  c 


PENSION  SQUABBLE:  if  the  United 

Methodist  General  Conference  says  OK  during 
its  May  5-15  sessions,  income  generated  by  sur¬ 
plus  assets  of  up  to  $52  million  in  a  staff  pen¬ 
sion  fund  would  be  redirected.  Those  funds 
would  help  pay  health-care  benefits  for  retired 
staff  of  churchwide  agencies.  The  surplus  was 
built  up  as  a  result  of  unexpectedly  high  earn¬ 
ings  on  investments  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions.  But  some  pensions  claim¬ 
ants  oppose  the  plan,  saying  they  were  not  con¬ 
sulted  about  possible  redirection  of  funds. 

CRUCIAL  ELECTION:  Just  days  before 
South  Africans  cast  what  many  are  calling  "one 
of  the  most  important  votes  in  the  country  s  his¬ 
tory,”  officials  of  The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  have  called  upon  “all  enfran¬ 
chised  members”  to  vote  ‘yes’  in  support  of  gov¬ 
ernment  reforms.  The  referendum  is  scheduled 
for  March  17  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 
The  church’s  statement  was  released  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  by  the  Rev.  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  presid¬ 
ing  bishop.  “Such  a  ‘yes’  vote  should  not  imply 
approval  of  any  kind  of  white  veto  power,  but  it 
must  send  a  message  to  all  South  Africans,  espe¬ 
cially  the  disenfranchised  majority,  that  whites 
are  at  last  ready  to  turn  away  from  unjust  privi¬ 
lege  and  to  join  the  search  for  a  truly  democrat¬ 
ic  future  for  all.” 

RULING  STANDS:  Israel’s  High  Court 
has  let  stand  a  1987  ruling  that  allows  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  to  license  its  own  tour 
guides  in  Israel.  The  court’s  move  last  week  set¬ 
tles  a  decade-long  controversy  over  exempting 
the  Catholic  Church  from  an  Israeli  law  that  re¬ 
quires  government  licenses  for  tour  guides.  The 
church  had  requested  the  exemption,  saying 
that  Israeli  tour  guides  know  little  about  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  are  unqualified  to  lead  pilgrims.  The 
Israeli  Tour  Guides  Organization  has  com¬ 
plained  that  Catholic  guides  spread  anti-Israeli 
propaganda  and  ignore  Jewish  history  in  the 
Holy  Land. 

CHALLENGE:  A  conservative  Lutheran 
publication  is  charging  that  a  study  document 
on  human  sexuality  prepared  by  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  is  “manipulative, 
false  and  misleading”  and  is  calling  for  its  rejec¬ 
tion.  Writing  in  the  latest  issue  of  the  publica¬ 
tion,  “Forum  Letter,”  the  Rev.  Leonard  Klein 
of  York,  Pa.,  accuses  the  paper’s  authors  of 
couching  in  “the  most  pleasant  language”  a  re¬ 
jection  of  Christian  principles.  The  article  is 
'  considered  an  opening  salvo  in  a  debate  over  sex¬ 
uality  in  the  5.2  million-member  denomination. 

ONE  STANDS  ALONE:  Most  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  organizations  have  denounced  the 
Bush  administration’s  demand  that  Israel  halt 
settlements  in  its  occupied  territories,  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza,  in  exchange  for  loan  guarantees 
by  the  United  States.  But  at  least  one  Jewish 
group,  the  Jewish  Peace  Lobby,  supports  that 
position  and  is  even  urging  Democratic  presi¬ 
dential  candidates  to  follow  suit. 

CERTIFIED  INTEREST:  An  ecumenical 

baptismal  certificate  developed  in  Connecticut 
is  arousing  interest  far  beyond  expectations, 
with  many  congregations  from  around  the  coun¬ 
try  asking  to  see  it.  “I  am  absolutely  flabbergast¬ 
ed,”  said  the  Rev.  Stephen  Sidorak  Jr., 
executive  director  of  the  Christian  Conference 
of  Connecticut,  which  unveiled  the  certificate  at 
the  end  of  January.  The  certificate  bears  the 
name  of  the  Christian  Conference  of  Connecti¬ 
cut — which  has  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  member  churches — and  is  believed  to  be 
the  first  formally  recognized  ecumenical  baptis¬ 
mal  certificate  ever  produced  in  the  United 
States. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

The  nation’s  major  Protestant 
denominations,  including  some 
with  severe  financial  problems, 
stand  to  save  millions  on  insurance 
costs  under  a  cooperative  plan  pro¬ 
posed  by  an  accounting  firm. 

Almost  two  years  ago,  14  Prot¬ 
estant  denominations  hired  the 
accounting  firm  of  Ernst  & 
Young  in  New  York  to  explore 
whether  they  could  save  money 
by  embarking  on  a  joint  venture. 

The  heartening  news  is  that  the 
proposal,  involving  Episcopa¬ 
lians,  Lutherans,  Presbyterians, 
United  Methodists,  Southern 
Baptists  and  others,  could  shave 
5  to  10  percent  from  combined 
medical  costs 


The  Ernst  &  Young  study,  based  on  an  analysis 

of  nine  of  the  largest  cooperating 
denominations,  predicts  savings  of  up  to  $55 
million  in  the  first  year. 


The  Ernst  &  Young  study, 

based  on  an  analysis  of  nine  of  the 
largest  cooperating  denomina¬ 
tions,  predicts  savings  of  up  to  $55 
million  for  those  churches  in  the 
first  year  with  cumulative  savings 
of  as  much  as  $138  million  after 
three  years — provided  all  nine  de¬ 
nominations  participate. 

The  nine  churches  have 
120,000  employees  enrolled  in 
their  medical  plans. 

Arthur  Ryan,  a  Presbyterian 
who  heads  an  ad  hoc  interchurch 


group  that  hired  Ernst  &  Young, 

said  recently  that  the  multi-church 
approach  grew  from  a  perception 
of  a  common  problem. 

The  cooperative  plan  calls  for 
churches  to  retain  their  individual 
medical  plans  while  sharing  a  net¬ 
work  of  “primary  care”  physicians 
who  would  serve  as  gate-keepers, 
heading  off  unnecessary  costs. 

Mr.  Ryan,  chief  pensions  offi¬ 
cial  for  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  said  the  proposal  re¬ 
quires  approval  by  decision-mak- 


ing  bodies  of  participating 
denominations  and  would  proba¬ 
bly  take  until  1994  to  implement. 

Financial  gains  will  depend  on 
how  many  denominations  decide 
to  sign  on,  he  said. 

The  proposal  comes  at  a  time 
of  retrenchment  in  the  nation’s 
major  churches.  One  candidate 
for  the  program,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  cut  its  national  staff  by 
20  percent  last  fall.  Another,  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  cut  25  of  530  staff  last 
May  as  part  of  an  effort  to  trim 
$5.2  million  from  its  budget. 

In  some  cases,  denominations 
have  been  forced  to  cut  medical 
benefits  while  asking  clergy  and 
employees  to  pay  higher  premi- 


While  predicted  savings  of  the 
group  as  a  whole  are  5-10  per¬ 
cent,  savings  for  individual  de¬ 
nominations  could  vary  widely, 
depending  upon  a  complex  set  of 
factors  including  the  number  and 
kinds  of  claims  submitted  and 
the  demographics  of  each  de¬ 
nominational  insurance  pool. 

Other  major  denominations  in 
the  14-member  network  are  the 
American  Baptist  Churches, 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  Christian  Reformed 
Church,  Church  of  the  Nazarene, 
Free  Methodist  Church,  General 
Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem, 
Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Syn¬ 
od,  Missionary  Church,  and 
United  Church  of  Christ. 


South  African  says 
don't  give  up  fight 
against  apartheid 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

A  South  African  Methodist 
editor  touring  this  country  is  urg¬ 
ing  United  Methodists  not  to 
give  up  the  fight  against  apart¬ 
heid  in  Southern  Africa. 

Ruth  Coggin  of  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  issued  that  appeal 
last  week  to  some  34  editors  of 
annual  conference  editions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
newspaper.  The  editors  were  at 
Reporter  headquarters  in  Dallas 
for  their  annual  training  sessions. 

Ms.  Coggin  edits  “Dimen¬ 
sion,”  official  monthly  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa. 

Will  still  have  a  role 

“Even  if  we  get  to  a  day  where 
every  apartheid  law  is  off  the 
statute  books  and  there  is  a  con¬ 
stitution  in  place  that  is  just,  the 
church  will  still  have  an  impor¬ 
tant  role  to  play  to  change  the  at¬ 
titudes  of  South  Africans,”  said 
Ms.  Coggin.  “It  doesn’t  happen 
overnight. 

“Black  people  in  South  Africa 
have  been  so  discriminated 
against  during  the  years  of  apart¬ 
heid.  The  church’s  task  is  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  address  those  issues.” 

South  Africa’s  President  F.W. 
de  Klerk  has  called  a  referendum 
for  March  17  to  test  support 
among  the  country’s  5  million 
whites  for  reforms  he  began  in 
1990.  Proposed  reforms  include 
a  new  constitution  that  would 
bring  the  black  majority  into  po¬ 
litical  power. 

News  reports  say  that  Mr.  de 
Klerk’s  plan  could  gain  55  to  60 
percent  of  the  vote. 

Ms.  Coggin  calls  that  “too 
close  for  comfort.” 

“Mr.  de  Klerk  has  said  he  will 
resign  if  his  referendum  is  not 
approved  by  a  simple  majority,” 
said  the  South  African  laywom- 
an.  “And  we  are  concerned  about 


getting  that  50  percent.” 

Mr.  de  Klerk  has  warned  of  the 
anger  of  black  South  Africans  if 
whites  vote  to  reverse  his  apart¬ 
heid  reforms. 

“We  realize  with  great  joy  that 
many  laws  have  repealed  since 
Mr.  de  Klerk  has  been  president 
the  last  two  years,”  continued 
Ms.  Coggin.  “But  we  also  recog¬ 
nize  that  there  is  much  work  to 
be  done  to  change  the  racial  atti¬ 
tudes  of  the  [political]  right. 

Methodists  important 

In  a  session  with  Reporter  edi¬ 
tors  from  around  the  country, 
Ms.  Coggin  said  Methodists  in 
her  country  and  around  the 
world  have  played  an  important 
role  in  breaking  down  walls  of 
apartheid  for  many  decades. 
Such  efforts  included  visits  by  a 
delegation  from  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  to  leaders  of  South 
Africa’s  government  in  1988  and 
1990.  The  late  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  editor  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  was  a  member  of  both 
delegations. 

However,  said  Ms.  Coggin,  “as 
one  would  expect,  those  visits 
did  not  please  most. 


p  r  — — — 
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DALLAS-South  African  Methodist  editor  Ruth  Coggin  (right)  discusses  the  political  situation  in 
her  country  with  Reporter  Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson  Stovall.  Ms.  Coggin  urges  Unite 
Methodists  to  continue  their  efforts  against  the  legal  system  of  racial  separation  in  her  cou  y. 

“You  must  remember  that  relationships  with  mission  proj-  Southern  New  England  annual 
ects  in  South  Africa.  She  will  also 
introduce  the  international  ver¬ 
sion  of  her  church’s  new  “Di¬ 
mension”  mission  magazine. 


apartheid  is  like  a  big  piece  of 
granite  rock  that’s  not  easily  bro¬ 
ken.  We  have  to  chip  away  at  it 
for  many  years  or  it  has  to  take 
one  big  crack.” 

During  her  U.S.  tour,  Ms.  Cog¬ 
gin  will  visit  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  which  have 


Her  itineration  includes  visits 
to  the  Missouri  West,  Kansas 
East,  Northern  New  Jersey  and 


conference. 

Projects  supported  by  these 
conferences  include  international 
pulpit  exchanges,  computer  liter¬ 
acy  skills  programs,  volunteer  in 
mission  work  teams  and  finan¬ 
cial  campaigns  to  support  pastors 
in  rural  Zululand  and  Transvaal. 


did  not  please  most.  . —  ’ 

Emergency  UMC  parley  called  on  racism 
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By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— An  "emer¬ 
gency  national  United  Methodist 
consultation  on  racism  in  Ameri¬ 
ca”  as  “amplified”  by  political 
campaign  rhetoric  has  been 
called  for  April  9  by  officials  of 
the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  call  issued  March  5  cites 
“violent  hate  crimes  and  intensi¬ 
fying  white  supremacist  activities 
amplified  by  inflammatory  polit¬ 
ical  campaign  rhetoric.” 

No  specific  candidates  are 
mentioned  in  the  statement  re 


leased  by  Bishop  Robert  C.  Mor¬ 
gan  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  the 
Church  and  Society  board  presi¬ 
dent,  and  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  the  agency’s  gener¬ 
al  secretary. 

Bishop  Morgan  and  Dr.  Fas¬ 
sett  criticized  candidates  “who 
trade  on  fears  and  insecurities  of 
the  American  worker  to  gain 
votes  by  victimizing  Asians  as 
the  cause  of  American  unem¬ 
ployment  and  economic  depres¬ 
sion.” 

They  say  that  “by  all  reports, 
racial  violence  has  intensified  at 
an  alarming  rate  since  the  begin¬ 


ning  of  the  year  and  the  height¬ 
ened  media  visibility  of  political 
campaigns.” 

Bishops,  other  churchwide 
United  Methodist  agency  execu¬ 
tives,  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ence  officials,  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  ethnic  and  racial  minor¬ 
ity  caucuses  in  the  church  are 
invited  to  the  one-day  session  at 
the  United  Methodist  Building 
in  Washington. 

“It  is  imperative  that  represen¬ 
tatives  of  our  church  gather  to¬ 
gether  to  develop  strategies  to 
ameliorate  the  injustice  of  racism 


as  it  intensifies  throughout  the 
United  States,”  the  Church  and 
Society  leaders  said. 

“This  critical  situation  is  ac¬ 
centuated  by  politicians  blaming 
persons  and  nations  of  non-Euro¬ 
pean  origin  for  the  economic  de¬ 
pression  in  this  country  and  the 
proliferation  of  white  suprema¬ 
cist  organizations,”  the  state¬ 
ment  continues. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  must  talk  about  these  un¬ 
speakable  things  and  make  plans 
to  take  action  and  support  each 
other  in  our  decisions.” 


Experiences  that  change  lives! 


a  aDOUl  uiciniuiitu  ill  HIV  U'WTV... —  w 

Media  aim  for  General  Conference 


Seventeen  young  persons  recently  spent  two  weeks  together  reviewing 
their  experiences  as  mission  interns.  Most  had  spent  16  months  overseas 
and  now  would  spend  16  months  in  the  U.S.  All  were  eager  to  share  sto¬ 
ries  of  what  they  had  learned. 

Natasha  Kanhai,  working  in  India,  learned  “if  you  communicate  with 
vour  heart,  you  won't  have  problems  thinking  of  what  different  colors, 
features,  gender  or  age  people  have."  Bert  Gamer  worked  with  Brazilian 
street  children  and  saw  that  while  violence  affects  them,  they  remainc 
the  ones  who  gave  the  Christian  workers  hope. 

All  treasure  their  experiences-and  ate  grateful  for  the  United  Methodist 
program  which  changed  their  lives! 

A  r  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
^  The  United  Methodist  Church 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  unprecedented  array  of  audio, 
video  and  print  services  will  be 
available  to  communicate  what  is 
happening  at  United  Methodism’s 
top  legislative  body  meeting  May  5- 
15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Delegates  to  the  quadrennial 
General  Conference  will  be  address¬ 
ing  social  issues  and  approving  offi¬ 
cial  policies  and  procedures  for  the 
denomination. 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom),  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  and  other 
churchwide  agencies  and  organiza¬ 
tions  are  gearing  up  to  make  sure 
members  in  the  pew  have  the  infor¬ 
mation  they  want  and  need. 

The  General  Conference  attracts 
high  interest  because  its  actions  af¬ 
fect  the  life  of  the  denomination’s  9 
million  members  around  the  world, 
according  to  UMCom  staff  execu¬ 
tive  Roger  L.  Burgess  of  Nashville. 

The  conference  is  also  the  only 
group  that  can  speak  officially  for 
the  church  on  ethical  issues,  which 
are  often  controversial. 

While  social  issues  such  as  homo¬ 
sexuality  get  major  attention,  Dr. 
Burgess  says  delegates  spend  hours 
on  less  newsworthy  subjects  that  arc 
also  critical  to  the  life  of  the  church. 
“We  hope  United  Methodists  will 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  will  begin  special 
reports  on  the  1992  General  Conference  April  3 
and  will  staff  all  sessions  May  5-15  in  Louisville. 


not  limit  their  information  about 
the  General  Conference  to  any  one 
source,”  he  said. 

United  Methodist  News  Service, 
a  unit  of  UMCom,  will  provide 
news  room  facilities,  services  and 
equipment  for  public  and  church 
press  representatives  covering  the 
conference. 

More  than  30  public  press  repre¬ 
sentatives  and  66  church  press  rep¬ 
resentatives  have  applied  for 
accreditation,  according  to  Thomas 
S.  McAnally,  Nashville,  news  ser¬ 
vice  director. 

The  news  room  staff  will  provide 
about  100  stories  on  individual  ac¬ 
tions  at  the  conference;  services  to 
news  media  in  English,  Spanish  and 
Korean  languages;  and  photo  services. 

Recorded  news  summaries  will  be 
available  on  a  “hot  line”  for  radio  sta¬ 
tions.  TV  news  will  be  transmitted  by 
satellite  to  local  stations  and  national 
cable  networks  and  systems. 

UMCom's  CircuitWriter  Com¬ 
puter  Network  will  carry  all  news 
stories  from  the  conference  as  well 
as  reports  on  legislative  committees 


and  other  general  information. 

A  one-hour  study  video  of  the 
General  Conference,  produced  for 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  by  UMCom,  is  available 
(call  [800]  672-1789  and  ask  for 
item  DC-2-320717). 

Principal  addresses  to  be  delivered 
in  Louisville  by  Bishop  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area)  and  Ruby  Farish  of 
Tulsa,  Okla.  (see  related  story  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue)  will  be  available 
on  video  cassettes  by  May  1 3. 

A  one-hour  wrap-up  video  sum¬ 
marizing  conference  actions  will  be 
available  May  25  from  the  publish¬ 
ing  house. 

InfoServ,  the  church’s  telephone 
information  service  administered 
by  UMCom,  will  respond  to  specif¬ 
ic  inquiries  during  regular  office 
hours — between  8  a.m.  and  4  p.m. 
Central  Time,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  (800)  251-8140,  toll-free. 

Recorded  daily  summaries  of 
General  Conference  actions  and  ac¬ 
tivities  will  also  be  available  from 
InfoServ  in  English,  Spanish,  Kore¬ 
an  languages  and  for  persons  with 


hearing  impairments 

English-language  summaries  will 
be  available  around  the  clock  at 
callers’  expense  from  (615)  742- 
5432. 

Callers  wanting  Spanish-language 
summaries  may  call  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense  24  hours  a  day  (615)  742- 
5425  or  call  the  regular  toll-free 
InfoServ  number  during  office 
hours  and  request  the  recording. 

Korean  language  summaries  may 
be  heard  by  calling  toll  free  during 
regular  office  hours. 

Deaf  persons  may  call  toll  free 
during  regular  office  hours  via  their 
state  TDD  relay  centers. 

Many  United  Methodist  newspa¬ 
pers,  newsletters  and  magazines  are 
producing  special  series  or  sections 
on  issues  on  General  Conference 
concerns. 

“Interpreter,”  the  church’s  gener¬ 
al  program  journal  produced  by 
UMCom,  is  issuing  a  series  of  nine 
articles  prior  to  the  conference  and 
will  produce  a  12-page  wrap-up  sec¬ 
tion  in  the  July-August  issue. 

Editors  of  conference  newspapers 
will  be  covering  the  conference  for 
their  readers.  Largest  among  these 
is  the  Dallas-based  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  network,  which  pro¬ 
duces  national,  annual  conference 
and  local  church  editions. 
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Faith 

= connections 

SUMMIT  LEADERS  HOSTED:  The 

United  Methodist-owned  Church  Center  for  the 
United  Nations  is  becoming  a  focal  point  dur¬ 
ing  March  for  non-governmental  organizations 
preparing  for  "The  Earth  Summit.”  That’s  the 
name  of  a  forthcoming  U.N.  Conference  on  En¬ 
vironment  and  Development.  Thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  expected  to  pass  through  the  church 
center’s  hospitality  area  through  the  April  4  con¬ 
clusion  of  a  preparatory  meeting  in  New  York 
The  conference  itself,  June  1-12  in  Rio  de  Janeiro 
is  expected  to  draw  25,000-30,000  non-govem- 
mental  representatives,  including  United  Method¬ 
ists,  in  addition  to  governmental  delegations. 

ONE  GREAT  HOUR:  “Fill  the  World 
with  Love”  is  the  theme  for  the  1992  “One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing”  offering,  sponsored  by 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  interim  chief  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  relief  agency,  said  this  special  offer¬ 
ing  provides  the  agency  with  base  support  and 
undesignated  funds  for  immediate  response  to 
global  disasters.  The  UMCOR  program  allevi¬ 
ates  suffering  through  the  4R’s:  relief,  rehabili¬ 
tation,  refugee  ministries,  and  addressing  the 
root  causes  of  hunger. 

HOLINESS  HERITAGE:  Holiness  as  a 
historic  emphasis  in  the  Methodist  movement, 
and  its  implications  for  Wesleyan  Christians  to¬ 
day,  will  provide  the  focus  for  the  1992  obser¬ 
vance  of  Heritage  Sunday  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  church’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History  sponsors  Heri¬ 
tage  Sunday,  to  be  observed  generally  this  year 
on  April  26.  John  Wesley  and  his  followers 
stressed  the  need  for  a  holy  life,  “grounded  in 
faith  in  God’s  grace  yet  lived  out  daily  in  works 
of  love  and  service  to  others,”  says  the  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Monk,  professor  of  religion  at 
McMurry  University,  Abilene,  Texas.  Resource 
materials  are  available  from  the  commission’s 
headquarters  in  Madison,  N.J. 

MERGER  AGREEMENT:  The  Central  Il¬ 
linois  and  Southern  Illinois  Annual  Conferences 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  approved  a 
merger  plan  Feb.  29.  The  plan  will  be  submitted 
to  delegates  of  both  annual  conferences  in  June. 
The  plan  calls  for  various  boards  of  the  two  an¬ 
nual  conferences  to  meet  together  for  one  year 
to  further  refine  the  merger,  which  would  be¬ 
come  effective  in  1 993. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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'Pentecostal  style,  Wesleyan  substance' 

UMCshould  meet  diverse  needs  if  it  expects  to  survive 


By  |AMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala. — One 
of  United  Methodism’s  leading 
authorities  on  culture  and  reli¬ 
gion  has  called  on  the  8.8  mil¬ 
lion-member  denomination  to  be 
more  “Pentecostal  in  style  and 
Wesleyan  in  substance.” 

Addressing  a  recent  series  of 
lay-clergy  training  events,  the 
Rev.  Tex  Sam¬ 
ple  said  The 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 
can  reach  the 
entire  range  of 
people  in  soci¬ 
ety.  But  to  do 
so,  it  must  be 

willing  to  look  _ , _ 

at  different  styles  of  worship  and 
music. 

“Jesus  never  heard  of  Beetho¬ 
ven  and  Bach.  Why  aren’t  we 
playing  more  country  music  in 
church?”  he  asked. 

Author  of  the  recent  book, 
“U.S.  Lifestyles  and  Mainline 
Churches,”  Dr.  Sample  is  profes¬ 
sor  of  church  and  society  at  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Innovative  worship  key 

Adaptation  of  innovative  wor¬ 
ship  styles  for  younger  persons  is 
a  key  to  reaching  people  in  the 
’90s,  Dr.  Sample  asserted.  “If 
people  like  us  want  church  to  be 
like  it  always  has  been,  then 


we’re  going  to  be  belly-up!” 

The  backbone  of  most  mainline 
congregations,  Dr.  Sample  said,  is 
“The  World  War  II  Genera¬ 
tion” — persons  bom  before  1935, 
who  remember  the  Great  Depres¬ 
sion.  A  smaller,  also  active  group, 
bom  in  1935-45,  is  known  as  “The 
In-between  Generation.” 

But  still  largely  unreached  is 
the  largest  generation  in  U.S.  his¬ 
tory — the  baby  boomers. 

“The  primary  reason  for  main¬ 
line  decline  has  been  the  loss  of 
this  pivotal  generation,”  Dr. 
Sample  said.  “They’re  coming 
back  but  not  in  large  numbers.” 

Dr.  Sample  divides  U.S.  popu¬ 
lation  into  three  segments — “cul¬ 
tural  right,”  “cultural  center” 
and  “cultural  left”  (see  accompa¬ 
nying  illustration). 

United  Methodism  does  the 
best  job  with  the  cultural  middle, 
Dr.  Sample  said,  and  next  best 
with  the  cultural  right. 

Dr.  Sample  asserted  that  main¬ 
line  churches  have  failed  to  at¬ 
tract  the  cultural  left — which, 
according  to  research,  has  the 
highest  percentage  of  drop-outs 
from  church  participation.  Many 
baby  boomers,  but  not  all,  are 
part  of  the  cultural  left,  he  said. 

Pushing  for  worship  styles  that 
are  adapted  to  these  groups,  Dr. 
Sample  does  not  suggest  eliminat¬ 
ing  traditional  services  found  in 
most  mainline  congregations.  But, 
he  said,  such  a  service  does  not 
have  to  be  “deadly  dull ...  a  wake 


Cultural  Types  and  the  Church 


Cultural  Left 


'Baby  Boomers'  (bom  1946-64) 
'Baby  Busters'  (bom  1965  &  later) 
Individualistic 
Expressive 

Self-filfiment  ethic: 

Life  is  intiiisicaly  valuable 

(Considered  the  lost  generation' 
ot  The  IHted  Methodst  Church) 


source  tex  samae 


Cultural  Middle 

© 
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Cultural 

Right 


World  War  II  Generation 

(bom  befote  1935) 

In  Between  Generation' 

(bom  1935-45) 

Mostly  business  people 
and  professionals 
Often  highly  mobie 


Mostly  World  War  II 
Generation' 
Traditional  values 

Strongly  rooted 

Self-denial  ethic: 

Life's  fuUments 
postponed 


(LMC  mostly  composed  of  these  segments) 


LMt  llustratton  by  cynttha  a  ASTLE 


disguised  as  a  worship  service.” 

Some  boomers  are  coming  back, 
primarily  because  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  but  alternative  services  and 
other  activities  that  cater  to  di- 


-  — omer  activities  tnat  cater  to 

Throw  out  suits,  come  in  jeans' 

Inifnn  Untkrv/lirt  V I  C  / 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

One  of  the  first  things  the  Rev. 
Tex  Sample  recommends  for 
churches  that  want  to  reach  baby 
boomers  is  to  “throw  out  the 
suits  and  ties  and  come  in  jeans.” 

Younger  people  often  explain 
they  would  feel  comfortable  only 
in  a  church  that  “’doesn’t  look 
down  on  me’  especially  in  relation 
to  clothes,”  Dr.  Sample  told  recent 
clergy-laity  gatherings  in  Alabama 


(see  accompanying  story). 

Dr.  Sample  suggested  local 
congregations  can  attract  youn¬ 
ger  people  if  their  programs  are: 

■  Intrinsically  valuable  [such 
as  practical  how-to’s  for  dealing 
with  life]; 

■  Emotionally  expressive; 

■  Designed  to  build  relation¬ 
ships; 

■  Societally  and  ecologically 
concious; 


“User  friendly,”  that  is, 
geared  toward  easy  assimilation 
by  the  participants  rather  than 
toward  some  tradition  of  the 
congregation. 

Dr.  Sample  urged  churches  to 
involve  younger  persons  in  plan¬ 
ning,  advertise,  involve  children, 
provide  hands-on  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities,  and  minister  to  diverse 
lifestyles  and  singles. 

—IAMBS  H.  STEBLE 


verse  needs  are  necessary  to  reach 
this  group,  Dr.  Sample  said. 

The  so-called  “baby  bust  gen¬ 
eration”  includes  those  bom  af¬ 
ter  1964,  with  statistics  showing 
nearly  two-thirds  of  them  in  the 
lower-income  working  class.  This 
group  takes  part  in  church  life  in 
even  fewer  numbers  than  the 
baby  boomers  and  are  most  like¬ 
ly  to  say  the  church  has  no  rele¬ 
vance  to  their  lives. 

Reach  young  have-nots? 

“The  question,”  Dr.  Sample 
suggested,  “is  whether  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  reach 
young  people  who  are  have-nots.” 

Survival  will  depend  on  reach¬ 
ing  the  baby  boomer  and  baby 


Disciple 

It  ALL  ADDS  UP 


Disciple  +  You  =  Church  Growth 


1  Activate  leadership  •  Stimulate  fellowship 

■  Deepen  faith  •  Energize  service 


1992  TRAINING  SEMINARS — MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR 


April 23—25 . N.  Arkansas/ Little  Rock  Conferences 

June  18—20. . Texas  Conference 

July  9-11 . Atlanta,  GA 

July  16-18 . West  Virginia  Conference 

July  28— 30. . N.  &  S.  Indiana  Conferences 

July  30— Aug.  1 . Oklahoma  Conference 

August  6-8 . Dallas,  TX 

Aug.  13—15 . Virginia  Conference 

Aug.  20-22. . Desert  Southwest/ Cal-Pac  Conferences 

Sept.  8—10. . Iowa  Conference 

Sept.  8-10 . Denver,  CO 

Sept.  17—19. . Peninsula/E.  Pennsylvania/ 

S.  New  Jersey  Conferences 
Sept.  22—24. . South  Georgia  Conference 


bust  generations. 

“Look  at  the  average  age  of 
people  in  your  church,”  he  said. 
“Where  will  we  be  in  15  years  if 
this  trend  continues?” 

Dr.  Sample,  a  clergy  member 
of  the  Missouri  West  Annual 
Conference,  stressed  that  United 
Methodism  “must  not  become  a 
church  that  has  an  orientation  to 
one  small  group  of  people.” 

“Are  we  prepared  to  be  indige¬ 
nous  to  the  world  in  which  we  live 
...  can  we  reach  out  to  people  in 
our  communities  and  bring  them 
into  discipleship?”  he  asked.  “Are 
we  prepared  to  reach  out  in  the 
world  in  which  we  live?” 

Mr.  Steele  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Birmingham,  Ala. 


Laity  speaker  lives  out  faith  as  police  chaplain 


DISCIPLE:  Becoming  Disciples  Through  Bible  Study  is  a  dynamic 
approach  to  Bible  study.  During  the  course  of  34  weeks,  DISCIPLE 
study  groups  move  through  the  Scriptures  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 
Each  week,  a  major  theme  helps  the  group  grow  in  understanding  the 
Bible.  Through  DISCIPLE,  you  can  strengthen  youth  and  adults  in 
their  commitment  to  serving  as  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

After  34  Weeks  of  Study,  What  Will  You  Have? 

•  The  beginnings  of  a  Bible-based  congregation 

•  A  faithful,  empowered  group  of  future  teachers 
and  leaders 

•  A  group  that  will  care  for  one  another  and  wish  to 
continue  their  fellowship  and  growth 

•  Leaders  and  witnesses  for  more  DISCIPLE  study 
groups. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  there  is  a  need  for  police 
assistance  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  there’s  a 
good  chance  you  might  find  Ruby 
Galloway  Farish  on  the  scene. 

Although  the  church  school 
teacher  at  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  answers  nightly 
calls  on  her  police  radio  and  flashes 
a  badge,  she  will  quickly  tell  you  she 
is  not  a  police  officer.  Mrs.  Farish  is 
a  volunteer  chaplain  for  the  Tulsa 
Police  Department. 

“I  bring  the  love  of  God  to  the 
scene  until  they  can  get  needed 
help,”  she  said. 

To  give  Laity  Address 

Mrs.  Farish  said  the  speech  she 
gave  to  the  selection  committee — 
which  mentions  her  ministry  as  a 
lay  chaplain — may  have  been  the 
reason  she  was  selected  to  present 
the  Laity  Address  at  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  1992  General  Conference 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  5-15  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  28.) 

She  was  chosen  from  four  final¬ 
ists  in  a  competition  conducted  by 
the  National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders. 

Her  address,  titled  “Ministry  of 
the  Laity:  Serving  God  in  Our  Pri¬ 


vate  Lives  and  Public  Responsibil¬ 
ities;  Connecting  Faith  and 
Action,”  will  be  given  on  May  6. 

In  a  telephone  interview  from  her 
home  in  Tulsa — between  police 
calls  and  beeping  messages — Mrs. 
Farish  said  it  may  be  unusual  for  a 
laywoman  to  be  a  police  chaplain. 
However,  she  says  she  has  several 
years  of  volunteer  service  to  people 
in  crisis  when  her  husband  was  a 
hospital  physician. 

“I  was  asked  by  Police  Chaplain 
Ben  Patrick  to  consider  the  work, 
and  took  a  special  training  course  at 
Hillcrest  Hospital  in  Tulsa,”  she 
said.  “Now,  out  of  12  police  chap¬ 
lains,  there  are  only  two  laywomen 
in  the  city  doing  this  type  of  minis¬ 
try.  The  other  is  a  Baptist  on  staff  at 
her  local  church.” 

The  response  to  her  ministry  has 
been  so  well  received  that  the  police 
department  has  encouraged  her  to 
take  the  citizen’s  emergency  acade¬ 
my  program. 

'Me,  fire  a  gun?' 

“Can  you  imagine  me,  on  the  firing 
range,  when  they  asked  me  to  fire  a 
gun?”  said  Mrs.  Farish  with  a  laugh. 

A  routine  24  hours  for  Mrs.  Far- 
rish  may  be  hearing  a  call  on  her  po¬ 
lice  radio  at  midnight  for  assistance 


after  a  shooting,  accident,  or  family 
crisis.  Then,  she  rushes  to  the  scene, 
ready  to  assist  “where  God  tells  her 
she  is  needed.” 

“Sometimes  I’m  called  to  the 
scene  of  an  accident  where  there 
have  been  deaths  of  children,  and  I 
minister  to  the  family,”  said  Mrs. 
Farish.  “It’s  an  unusual  position  to 
be  in,  because  people  are  usually  in 
shock,  and  need  someone  to  listen. 

Mrs.  Farish  told  the  Reporter 
that  her  ministry  may  entail  as 
much  as  being  a  support  system  for 
the  family  for  five  hours  until  a  cri¬ 
sis  is  over. 

Many  without  pastor 

“The  other  reason  I  like  this  min¬ 
istry  is  because  I  am  helping  many 
people  who  don’t  have  a  pastor  or 
church  family,”  she  said. 

Unlike  many  police  officers,  her 
work  is  not  over  when  the  crime  is 
solved.  Many  times  she  volunteers 
to  console  the  victims  in  the  death 
of  a  family  member. 

In  her  years  as  chaplain,  she  has 
done  five  funerals. 

“My  work  is  God’s  presence  in 
their  lives,”  said  Mrs.  Farish. 
“When  I  arrive  on  the  scene,  I’m  si¬ 
lently  praying  and  asking  the  Lord 
to  help  me  do  all  that  is  needed  for 


Ruby  Galloway  Farish 
■  ■  .to  give  Laity  Address 
me  to  do.” 

United  Methodist  News  Service 
contributed  to  this  report. 


Interns  share  stories  of  international  missions 


Call  1-800-672-1789  today  (or  information  on  this  exciting  opportunity 
(or  church  growth  and  renewal.  (West  of  the  Rockies,  call  1-800-251-8591 


jportunity  I 

3-251-8591.) 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — When  Natasha 
Kanhai,  a  United  Methodist  from 
Wisconsin,  started  working  at  a 
slum  project  in  Bombay,  India,  she 
felt  frustrated  by  her  lack  of  ability 
to  communicate. 

The  people  of  the  slums  spoke  a 
wide  variety  of  languages.  One  day, 
on  a  field  trip  to  a  park,  no  one 
could  translate.  Then  something 
happened. 

By  patching  together  different 
languages,  she  managed  to  talk  with 
four  women  resting  in  the  shade. 
She  learned,  she  said,  “to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  heart.” 

Ms.  Kanhai  was  one  of  1 7  United 
Methodist  mission  interns  who 
shared  their  stories  recently  at  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  headquarters.  Fourteen 


"I  realized  how  much 
strength  they  got  from 
Jesus  and  Jesus' 
teaching." 

— Laura  Butterbaugh 

of  them  have  returned  from  16- 
month  foreign  assignments  and  are 
starting  U.S.  placements.  Three  in¬ 
terns  had  taken  a  one-year  foreign 
assignment. 

In  Zimbabwe,  Africa,  Don  Wil¬ 
son  of  South  Carolina  learned  the 
“people’s  theology,”  which  is,  he 
explained,  “when  you’re  willing  to 
step  into  their  situation  and  see  the 
world  from  their  point  of  view,”  in¬ 
cluding  other  perspectives  of  God. 

Kai  Jackson  of  Georgia,  also  as¬ 
signed  to  Zimbabwe,  witnessed  “the 
power  of  African  women  organizing 
for  their  own  economic  indepen¬ 


dence.”  Ms.  Jackson’s  contribution 
included  sponsoring  a  doll-making 
workshop. 

Gina  Chamberlain  of  Illinois 
turned  the  frightening  experience  of 
being  robbed  of  a  gold  cross  neck¬ 
lace  on  the  streets  of  Nairobi,  Ke¬ 
nya,  into  an  examination  of  what 
action  was  being  taken  to  help  the 
street  children  who  robbed  her. 

She  realized  that  merely  talking 
about  issues  or  “going  to  a  seminar  on 
the  debt  crisis  or  on  street  children 
didn’t  affect  those  children  at  all.” 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
three-year  mission  intern  program — 
for  adults  22-30 — combines  work 
and  study  experiences  with  the  goals 
of  community-building  and  cross- 
cultural  interaction. 

Children  in  South  Africa  taught 
Laura  Butterbaugh  of  Illinois  about 
faith. 

She  recounted  a  story  about  trying 


to  work  with  a  family  of  1 0  orphaned 
children — who  had  seen  their  par¬ 
ents  killed — and  not  finding  any¬ 
thing  to  interest  them  again  in  life. 
Singing  Christian  songs  helped  the 
children  to  revive  with  joy. 

“I  realized  how  much  strength 
they  got  from  Jesus  and  Jesus’ 
teaching,”  she  said. 


ADOPTION 

Childless  couple  wishes  to  share  life,  lore  and 
home  with  healthy  newborn.  Please  help  make 
our  dreams  come  true!  Legal  and  confidential. 

Call  Beth  and  Rob  at  home  anytime* 
(800)  879-7299. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP?  b 
The  solution—  15  ] 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step, 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 
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Bread  For  The  journey  — 

From 

Unexpected  Places 

A  colleague  recently  defined  the  episcopacy  as  a  twenty-four  hour  con¬ 
flict  management. 


While  I  disagree  in  principle  (historically  the  bishop  has  been  viewed 
as  shepherd,  teacher,  conserver  of  tradition  and  ecumenical  officer)  I 
must  admit  that  conflict  consumes  much  of  my  time.  1  miss  those  mo¬ 
ments  of  spiritual  renewal  through  small  groups  that  meant  so  much  to 
me  when  I  was  a  local  pastor. 


Recently,  I  was  staying  in  a  motel  in  Ruston  while  completing  Shep¬ 
herd's  Visits.  I  had  preached  three  times  on  Sunday,  visited  a  number  of 
churches,  dedicated  a  new  Family  Life  Center  at  Arcadia  and  Finished 
the  evening  making  a  number  of  phone  calls.  I  was  fatigued! 


After  a  restless  night,  1  awoke  early  and  walked  to  the  restaurant. 
Newspaper  in  hand,  1  began  looking  over  the  menu.  Suddenly  I  felt  a 
soft  touch  on  my  shoulder,  “Bishop  Oden,  we  have  a  covenant  group 
from  Trinity  Church  that  meets  every  Monday  morning.  We  are  study¬ 
ing  C.S.  Lewis’  Mere  Christianity.  We  would  like  to  invite  you  to  join 
us.” 


Expressing  appreciation,  I  immediately  joined  the  group.  The  discus¬ 
sion  was  lively,  the  care  for  each  other  was  obvious  and  love  for  the 
church  flowed  from  each  heart.  We  talked  about  struggles  and  relation¬ 
ships;  about  prayer  as  relationship  rather  than  duty;  about  the  church  as 
a  human/divine  institution.  The  covenant  group  was  interested  in  the 
Conference  Center  and  its  progress.  We  talked  about  its  significance  to 
the  life  of  Louisiana  Methodism.  Finally,  our  watches  told  us  it  was  time 
to  get  to  work. 


I  was  fed  by  this  group.  They  prayed  for  their  church  and  its  leaders 
regularly.  Meeting  each  Monday,  these  persons  covenant  together  to 
help  one  another  seek  to  live  the  Christ-like  life  as  a  part  of  His  body  as 
they  face  life  in  every  dimension. 


The  spirit  of  John  Wesley’s  class  meeting  lives! 

UOtULwti 


Dr.  Ray  Branton  Is  Named 
Jurisdictional  Director 


District  Superintendent  L.  Ray 
Branton  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
a  member  of  a  family  that  has 
served  Louisiana  Conference  in  the 
clergy  since  the  early  1900s,  has 
been  selected  as  the  new  executive 
director  of  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Dr.  Branton  will  receive  his 
appointment  in  June.  He  will  re¬ 
place  Earl  B.  Carter  who  is  to  retire 
Aug.  31. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Office  made  the  announcement  af¬ 
ter  Branton  was  chosen  by  the  Per¬ 
sonnel  and  Search  Committee  and 
was  affirmed  by  the  Jurisdictional 
Executive  Committee  at  a  called 
meeting  Feb.  21  in  Dallas. 

Branton,  interviewed  prior  to  a 
recent  Cabinet  meeting  in  Baton 
Rouge,  said,  “1  hope  to  make  a  con¬ 
tribution  toward  vitalization  of  the 
UMC  at  the  Annual  and  District 
Conference  levels.  I  will  be  working 
with  the  bishops  and  district  super¬ 
intendents.” 

He  has  served  in  the  Shreveport 
District  for  four  years.  He  has  been 
pastor  of  several  local  churches  in 
Louisiana,  including  Asbury  UMC 
in  Lafayette. 

Formerly  Louisiana  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Director, 
Branton  is  author  of  the  Manual  for 
Conference  and  District  Council  on 
Ministries,  1980  edition. 

“I  will  have  authority  between 
the  jurisdictional  meetings  every 
four  years  to  handle  personnel  and 
financial  decisions  relating  to  the 
areas  within  the  jurisdiction,”  he 
mentioned.  Branton,  a  graduate  of 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  D.  Min.  degree  from 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
said  he  will  emphasize  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  Annual  Conferences  where  it 
is  more  effective  to  do  so  than  han¬ 
dling  a  project  or  program  alone. 

An  example  he  mentioned  is  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Missions.  “We  became 
aware  of  people  who  were  interest¬ 
ed  in  being  volunteers  and  missions 
that  needed  their  help,”  he  said.” 
VIM  is  a  wonderful  thing  because  it 


Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton 

arose  from  the  grass  roots-local 
church  people  who  wanted  to  help.” 

He  lead  the  Conference  in  adopt¬ 
ing  its  first  VIM  project  and  helped 
in  VIM  projects  in  St.  Ann’s  Bay, 
Jamaica,  and  in  San  Jose,  Costa 
Rico. 

Branton  and  his  wife,  Gwen,  will 
live  in  Dallas  where  they  are  pur¬ 
chasing  the  first  home  they  have 
owned.  They  have  two  children,  Sa¬ 
rah  Wilkerson  of  Shreveport  and 
Steven  Branton  of  Dallas. 

Family  members  served  Louisi¬ 
ana  in  the  early  1900s.  His  father, 
R.  R.  Branton  was  a  minister  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  and  his  wife’s 
father  served  in  the  North  Dakota 
Conference. 

“I  will  continue  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and 
participate  in  everything  I  can,"  he 
said,  adding.  “My  roots  are  here.” 

Lenten  Retreat  Slated 

Spouses  of  cabinet  members  will 
gather  for  a  Lenten  retreat  on  Satur¬ 
day,  March  28,  at  10  a.m.  in  First 
UMC,  Alexandria. 

A  Guide  to  Prayer  is  the  resource 
book  to  be  used.  The  day  will  in¬ 
clude  a  time  of  silence,  Bible  study, 
reflection  and  prayer. 


Among  the  many  churches  filling  boxes  for  the  Russia  Emergency 
Food  Air  Lift  from  Louisiana  Conference  are  Henning  Memorial 
UMC  in  Sulphur.  FROM  LEFT,  are  the  Rev.  Fred  B.  Wideman,  pastor, 
Pat  Davis,  Gordon  Frenzel  and  |ola  Bortner.  Lake  Charles  District 
had  plans  to  gather  food  for  1,000  boxes. 

Zachary,  Other  Churches 
Mobilize  for  Food  Lift 


Zachary  UMC  started  early  to  get 
the  entire  community  involved  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference’s  Russia 
Emergency  Food  Lift.  Sgt.  1st  Class 
Doug  Zettlemoyer,  on  active  duty 
in  the  National  Guard  and  who  is 
also  president  of  the  church’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men,  heads  the  drive 
to  enlist  assistance  outside  the 
church  in  Zachary. 

“We  went  after  this  not  just  as  a 
United  Methodist  project  but  as  a 
community  thing,”  he  said. 

The  2,000-member  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Zachary  told  him  they 
wanted  to  send  food  to  the  starving 
Russians.  He  informed  them  that 
the  United  Methodists  had  a  pro¬ 
gram  in  place  to  send  it.  That 
church  decided  to  join  forces. 

Zettlemoyer  spoke  to  the  Zachary 
Rotary,  Lions  and  Kiwanis  clubs. 
School  principals  came  forward  and 
said  they  wanted  their  schools  to 
become  involved.  Home  rooms  col¬ 
lected  food.' 

Sue  Staid,  a  layperson  in  Zachary 
UMC  and  director  of  McHugh 
House  Museum  in  that  community, 
announced  that  the  museum  was 
donating  the  first  $100  and  chal¬ 
lenged  all  businesses  and  clubs  to 
match  the  gift.  She  also  prepared  a 
sign  to  put  on  an  18-wheel  truck 
Zettlemoyer  had  arranged  to  park 
across  from  the  church  for  people  to 
drop  off  their  donations. 

Members  of  the  Zachary  Fire  De¬ 
partment  agreed  to  make  a  sign  to 
mark  off  the  steps  toward  the  goal 
of  1,000  boxes.  Morgan  Lipscomb 
and  Louden  Yantis  head  the  food 
drive  inside  the  Zachary  church 
which  has  a  membership  of  about 
650. 


Mayor  John  Womack  talked  to 
heads  of  all  departments  and  the 
city  council  to  ask  them  to  donate 
boxes  of  food. 

Winn-Dixie  on  Main  Street  in 
Zachary  agreed  to  prepare  a  display 
in  the  store  showing  exactly  which 
foods  were  needed  for  the  boxes. 
The  Kiwanis  Club  prepared  special 
box  labels  to  read,”  Zachary  Com¬ 
munity  Operation  Russia  Emergen- 
ty  Food  Lift,”  with  a  space  for  the 
name  of  the  donating  group. 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell,  pas¬ 
tor,  praised  Zettlemoyer’s  work, 
saying,  “The  Army  taught  him  how 
to  fight  the  Russians,  now  he  is  try¬ 
ing  to  feed  them.” 

Zettlemoyer  said,  “We  never 
wanted  to  fight  them  as  an  enemy. 
We  were  never  against  the  Russian 
people,  just  a  philosophy  of  life. 
Through  the  food  lift  we  can  build  a 
lasting  friendship.” 

“There  were  as  many  different 
ways  to  approach  the  food  lift  as 
there  are  congregations  and  each 
one  is  good,”  Matt  Kawasaki,  one 
of  the  statewide  chairmen,  said. 

The  drive  in  local  churches  is  to 
be  completed  by  March  23.  Pre¬ 
pared  food  boxes  are  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  regional  pick-up 
points  in  Lafayette,  Baton  Rouge 
and  Shreveport  from  March  23 
to  26.  They  will  begin  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  Ekaterinburg  March  27. 

Sponsoring  the  food  lift  are  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  United 
Committee  on  Relief  and  the 
UMC  in  Ekaterinburg,  home 
town  of  Boris  Yeltzin,  the  Rus¬ 
sian  leader. 


Around  the  Conference 


Each  member  of  St.  Francisville 
UMC  is  asked  to  dedicate  a  special 
amount  over  and  beyond  gifts  to 
the  church.  This  Second-Mile  Giv¬ 
ing  will  be  dedicated  at  the  altar  on 
Easter  Sunday.  The  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Harold  B.  Babin. 

Children  attending  worship  ser¬ 
vices  in  the  church  may  pick  up  Ac¬ 
tivity  Bags  in  the  foyer.  The  bags, 
made  by  layperson.  Joyce  Duffey, 
contain  crayons  and  children’s  bul¬ 
letins. 

*  *  * 

During  Lent,  each  member  of  St. 
Matthew’s  UMC,  Metairie,  is  asked 
to  fast,  omitting  one  meal  a  week. 
On  the  Sunday  after  the  fast  day, 
the  person  donates  the  money  that 
would  have  been  spent  on  the  meal 
to  the  FISH  (For  Indigenous  Self- 
Help)  program  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Contributions  to  FISH  are  used 
to  bring  students  from  Third  World 
countries  to  LSU  or  Tulane  Univer¬ 
sity  for  graduate  studies  in  food 
production.  The  students  take  their 
knowledge  home  to  their  countries 
where  they  use  it  to  help  alleviate 


hunger. 

“We  hope  that  feeling  hunger 
pangs  for  a  period  of  time  will  let  us 
know  how  half  the  people  of  the 
world  feel  every  night  when  they  go 
to  sleep,”  the  Rev.  William  I.  Eu¬ 
banks,  pastor,  said. 

*  *  * 

Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  is 
conducting  its  membership  drive. 
Myraline  Jamison,  presided  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  March  14  in  La- 
Harpe  UMC,  New  Orleans.  Regular 
and  life  memberships  are  available. 
Write:  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxil¬ 
iary,  4021  Cadillac  St.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  LA  70122. 

*  *  * 

Doris  Marsalis,  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  for  Noel  UMC, 
Shreveport,  retired  March  8  after  a 
29-year  career.  The  congregation 
observed  “Doris  Marsalis  Day”  on 
March  15. 

“Her  contributions,  particularly 
in  the  area  of  children’s  work,  have 
been  felt  not  only  at  Noel  but 
throughout  the  conference  and  ju¬ 
risdiction,”  Glennette  Williamson,  a 
member  of  her  church,  said. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

Union  Parish  Couple 
Among  Flood  Victims 
Assisted  by  UMCOR 


By  Dotty  Bagbey 
Associate  Editor 

When  the  spring  rains  flooded 
Union  Parish  last  year,  Myrtis  and 
Charles  Murphy  of  Farmerville  saw 
the  flood  waters  of  D’Arbonne  Lake 
cover  their  yard  and  eventually  get 
into  their  mobile  home.  “It  was  de¬ 
stroyed,”  he  said.  “We  didn’t  have 
flood  insurance.  When  we  bought 
it,  (we  were  told  that)  no  water  had 
gotten  into  the  trailer  for  20  years. 
But  that  year  it  did.  We  had  four 
feet  of  water  in  our  home.” 

Now  the  Murphys  live  in  a  better 
home  than  they  had  before,  said  the 
Rev.  James  Wilson,  UMC  campus 
minister  at  Northeast  Louisiana 
University.  He  and  his  wife,  Ellen 
Blue,  director  of  Interfaith  Flood 
Relief,  were  involved  in  disaster  re¬ 
lief  work  in  an  11-parish  area 
through  the  agency  Wilson  helped 
to  establish  in  the  Monroe  District. 

Following  the  flood,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  funds,  sent  through  the 
Louisiana  Conference  were  the  first 
to  arrive  to  help  the  people.  Blue 
mentioned.  The  interfaith  agency 
set  up  an  office  to  help  people  file 
for  federal  relief  through  FEMA 
(Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency)  and  to  handle  contribu¬ 
tions  of  time  and  money. 

The  Murphys  were  among  fam¬ 
ilies  who  received  this  assistance. 
They  had  only  lived  in  their  home 
for  one  year  when  it  was  flooded. 
He  is  a  carpenter  and  she  does  shift 
work. 

A  Nice  Home 

“We  now  have  a  nice  home  of  our 
own,  seven  feet  off  the  ground,  on 
the  banks  of  D’Arbonne  Lake,” 
Murphy  said.  “We  met  a  lot  of  nice 
people  and  had  a  good  time  while 
we  were  working  on  the  house.  I 
was  there  almost  every  day.” 

In  addition  to  a  federal  grant 
funds,  the  Murphys  put  some  of  the 
money  they  were  able  to  borrow 
into  rebuilding.  However,  much  of 
the  labor  was  voluntary. 

Crews  of  volunteer  workers,  in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodist  youth 
groups  and  adults  from  Church  of 
the  Brethren,  came  in  from  all  over 
the  United  States. 

Funds,  including  United  Method¬ 


ist  money,  were  used  to.provide  a 
support  base  for  the  workers  pro¬ 
viding  housing,  food  and  tools 
while  they  stayed  in  the  area  and 
worked.  Blue  said.  “Methodist 
youth  groups  with  Volunteers  in 
Mission  came  to  work  all  summer. 
They  tore  out  damaged  sheetrock 
and  did  many  other  tasks.” 

Many  persons  whose  homes  were 
devastated  had  spiritual  and  psy¬ 
chological  needs,  as  well  as  material 
ones. 

“Every  client  benefitted  from 
UMCOR,”  Blue  said,  adding, 
“One-fourth  of  the  funds  used  is 
this  area,  about  $  1 7,000,  were  pro- 
vided  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church.”  The  relief  work  just  ended 
last  month. 

As  a  result  of  the  work,  an  inter¬ 
faith  relief  agency  is  in  place  there 
for  future  disasters.  “El  Nino  is  still 
out  there  so  you  never  know  when 
people  in  Louisiana  will  need  help,” 
Wilson  said. 

One  of  Many  Helped 

The  Murphys  are  just  one  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  families  assisted.  In  Aca- 
diana  District  relief  efforts  were 
directed  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon 
and  the  Terrebonne  Ministerial  As¬ 
sociation.  Over  $15,000  from 
Methodist  sources  was  used  in  that 
area. 

Through  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  to  be  observed  Sunday, 
March  29,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  continues  its  tradition  of 
helping  people  in  need,  the  Rev. 
Steve  Caraway,  Conference  Mis¬ 
sionary  secretary,  said.  The  special 
offering  always  collected  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  Lent,  provides 
major  support  for  UMCOR  Pro¬ 
gram  Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

From  the  Louisiana  citizens 
whose  homes  were  flooded,  to  the 
Armenian  earthquake  victims  and 
the  hungry  Russians,  UMCOR  is 
there  to  help.  As  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  states,  One  Great  Our  of  Shar¬ 
ing  ...  “calls  the  church  to  share 
the  goodness  of  life  with  those  who 
hurt . . .” 

Caraway  added,  “Christ’s  love 
will  fill  the  world  as  hunger  is  re¬ 
placed  with  nutrition,  poverty  with 
security,  disaster  with  relief  and  de¬ 
spair  with  hope.” 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1 992 


Budget  and  Special  Requests 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  articles  on  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  —  1992.  This  column  is  by  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth.  lay  member  of  the 
General  Conference  delegation.  She  served  as  delegate  to  General  and  Juris¬ 
dictional  conferences  in  1984  and  1 988.  Dr.  Carruth  was  an  elected  member 
of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry  in  the  last 
two  quadrennia.  and  she  was  a  member  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  in  the  current  quadrennium.  She  and  Dr.  James  Cara¬ 
way  were  members  of  the  budget  hearing  group  this  quadrennium. 


Initial  budget 
requests  this 
quadrennium 
from  program 
areas  alone 
amounted  to 
250  million 
dollars.  Imme¬ 
diate  cuts  were 
made,  not  be¬ 
cause  there  was 
a  lack  of  worthy 
projects  but  because  funds  were  not 
available.  The  GCFA  and  GCOM 
met  twice  more  and  brought  the 
proposed  budget  to  their  respective 
Councils  for  approval.  By  then, 
about  70  million  dollars  had  been 
deleted  from  original  requests  of 
program  areas. 

The  proposed  budget  represents  a 
four  percent  increase  each  year  of 
the  quadrennium  —  an  amount  of 
$495.65  million.  This  would  aver¬ 
age  out  to  each  member  giving  a 
minimum  of  $14  annually  to  sup¬ 
port  the  basic  ministry  and  mission 
of  UMC. 

Of  this  budget,  50.38  percent 


would  go  to  World  Service,  the  ba¬ 
sic  funding  arm  of  the  church;  2 
percent,  Africa  University;  1 1.5 
percent,  salaries  and  other  episco¬ 
pal  expenses;  3.5  percent,  general 
administration;  9  percent,  UM  re¬ 
lated  black  colleges;  22  percent, 
ministerial  education,  and  1.4  per¬ 
cent,  ecumenical  commitments. 

General  Conference  will  be  asked 
to  fund  additional  programs.  In¬ 
cluded  are  a  special  campus  minis¬ 
try  program;  promotion  of  a 
quadrennial  theme;  a  substance 
abuse  special  program;  a  national 
plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry;  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  deaf  ministries,  and  an 
older  adult  ministry.  These  pro¬ 
grams,  if  approved,  would  request 
an  additional  $5,304,500.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
also  requesting  1.2  million  fora  Na¬ 
tive  American  Comprehensive 
Plan. 

Under  church  law,  each  of  the 
seven  funds  would  be  apportioned 
to  annual  conferences  on  a  set  for¬ 
mula.  Conferences  would  ask  con¬ 
gregations  for  a  stipulated  amount. 
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Mission  board  location 
fuels  'remote'  image 


By  KARL  K.  STEGALL 

The  1988  General  Conference  in 
St.  Louis  authorized  a  task  force  of 
unbiased  people,  lay  and  clergy,  to 
study  the  feasibility  of  relocating 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  from  its  current  location  in 
New  York  City. 

A  group  of  15  people  (three  from 
each  of  the  five  U.S.  jurisdictions) 
was  appointed  by  our  bishops.  Of 
the  15,  five  were  either  present  or 
past  mission  board  directors,  thor¬ 
oughly  familiar  with  the  present  lo¬ 
cation. 

Chaired  by  Houston  attorney 
Randolph  Smith,  the  task  force  met 
on  numerous  occasions  over  the 
past  four  years.  They  hired  the 
Price  Waterhouse  firm  to  assist, 
spending  approximately  $70,000 
fulfilling  their  task. 

After  three  years  of  thorough  re¬ 
search,  the  group  voted  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  that  it  was  not  only  feasible  to 
move  our  mission  agency  out  of 
New  York,  but  also  recommended 
that  it  should  be  moved. 

I  applaud  task  force  decision 

It’s  highly  significant  that  two  of 
the  three  task  force  members  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  voted  for  moving.  As 
chairman  of  the  mission  board’s  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  I  applaud  and  af¬ 
firm  their  decision  on  three  counts. 

■  Cost:  New  York  is  terribly  ex¬ 
pensive  when  compared  to  other 
U.S.  cities.  More  and  more  corpora¬ 
tions  are  moving  their  headquarters 
out  of  New  York  to  reduce  costs. 
The  city’s  excessive  cost  for  staff, 
housing,  food  and  transportation  is 
a  luxury  we  can  no  longer  afford. 

Having  our  headquarters  in  such 
an  expensive  place  creates  unrealis¬ 
tic  financial  expenditures  which  im¬ 
pact  every  aspect  of  the  board. 

The  178  directors  serving  on  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
are  invited  to  attend  two  week-long 
meetings  of  the  board  in  1 992.  Each 
meeting  will  cost  approximately 
$350,000  or  a  total  of  $700,000. 

While  local  churches,  districts, 
conferences  and  councils  on  minis¬ 
tries  struggle  to  reduce  budgets  as 
good  financial  stewards,  I  see  little 
or  no  evidence  that  the  board  is 
streamlining  its  operation. 

There’s  absolutely  no  comparison 
between  what  we’re  spending  in  our 
annual  conferences  on  mission  proj¬ 
ects  and  programs  and  what’s  being 
spent  in  New  York  on  meetings 
alone. 

What  does  it  say  when  the  cost  of 
one  week-long  meeting  in  New 
York  for  178  board  directors  costs 
far  more  than  what  two  UM-related 
schools  in  my  conference  receive 
from  our  conference  for  the  total 
operation  of  their  budgets  for  365 
days? 

In  addition  to  general  board 


meetings,  there  are  literally  hun¬ 
dreds  of  other  committee  meetings 
that  board  members  from  all  over 
the  world  are  asked  to  attend. 
Something  must  be  done  to  stream¬ 
line  the  number  of  directors  and 
staff  that  come  together. 

■  Staff:  According  to  the  feasibil¬ 
ity  task  force,  70  percent  of  all  ap¬ 
plications  for  executive  staff  and 
half  of  those  employed  in  recent 
years,  have  come  from  Northeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  residents.  Whenev¬ 
er  there’s  a  staff  opening,  it’s 
embarrassing  how  few  applications 
are  received. 

If  United  Methodists  believe  the 
church’s  mission  arm  is  at  the  heart 
of  all  we  confess  as  Christians,  we 
should  do  all  within  our  power  to 
attract  the  finest  lay  and  clergy  peo¬ 
ple.  When  was  the  last  time  you 
heard  of  someone  from  your  confer¬ 
ence  applying  for  a  staff  position  in 
New  York?  Who  do  you  know 
that’s  willing  to  uproot  a  family  and 
move  there?  I  can  assure  you  that 
more  strong  leaders  would  apply  if 
the  headquarters  was  located  some¬ 
where  besides  New  York. 

■  Need  for  theological  diversity: 
The  feasibility  task  force  discovered 
that  since  New  York  is  located  at 
one  edge  of  the  denomination’s 
U.S.  membership,  it  compounds 
the  perception  that  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  is  theologically  and  philosophi¬ 
cally  remote  from  the  UMC’s 
mainstream. 

Creating  sense  of  ownership 

Relocation  closer  to  the  center  of 
the  church’s  population  could  cre¬ 
ate  a  greater  sense  of  ownership.  A 
more  central  location  would  give 
more  United  Methodists  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  interact  with  staff  and  gain 
a  better  understanding  of  the  board 
and  all  of  its  mission  programs. 

It’s  not  prejudicial  to  say  that, 
with  the  vast  majority  of  New  York 
staff  coming  from  that  area,  the 
theological/philosophical  persua¬ 
sions  are  far  different  from  the  vast 
majority  seated  in  the  pews  other 
parts  of  the  country.  It’s  a  fact  of 
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somewhere  besides 
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life  that,  too  often,  they  are  totally 
out  of  touch  with  people  from  other 
regions. 

If  I  were  a  local  church  pastor 
asked  by  its  members  to  relocate, 
I’d  do  all  within  my  power  to  be 
supportive  and  cooperative. 

If  a  task  force  hired  by  my  local 
church  had  spent  $70,000  research¬ 
ing  whether  or  not  to  relocate  and 
they  decided  it  was  not  only  feasi¬ 
ble,  but  the  church  should  move,  I 
cannot  imagine  joining  forces  with 
fellow  staff  members  in  fighting  the 
recommendation  of  my  members. 

Seeking  to  discredit  report 

However,  that’s  exactly  what’s 
happening  today  in  New  York! 
Your  top  executive  staff  members 
are  devoting  an  enormous  amount 
of  time,  energy,  and  money  resist¬ 
ing  the  move.  They  are  seeking  to 
discredit  the  task  force  report. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  heard 
the  paid  staff  of  any  organization 
telling  its  members  where  head¬ 
quarters  should  be  located? 

You  can  rest  assured  that  many, 
many  thousands  of  dollars  will  be 
spent  by  the  board  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  “lobby”  delegates.  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  host  a  huge  reception  in  one  of 
Louisville’s  most  expensive  hotels 
where  delegates  worldwide  will 
gather.  It’s  my  hope  delegates  will 
rise  above  all  of  this. 

I  can  assure  you  that  this  delegate 
among  the  nearly  1 ,000  in  Louisville 
will  vote  that  the  headquarters  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
be  relocated  from  New  York  City! 

The  above  article  was  adapted 
from  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
“Christian  Advocate." 
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" Trying  to  replant 
the  whole  garden 
will  only  jeopardize 
. . .  blossoming 
missional 
possibilities  . . 

— Martha  Morrison 
and  Donald  Messer 


City's  agony  symbolizes 
missional  reason  to  stay 


By  MARTHA  MORRISON 
and  DONALD  E.  MESSER 

We  are  living  in  a  watershed,  cat¬ 
aclysmic  moment  in  regard  to 
Christian  mission. 

The  spiritual  awakening  of  East¬ 
ern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  de¬ 
spite  the  upheaval  of  numerous 
countries  in  Africa,  the  resurrected 
church  in  China,  the  new  opportu¬ 
nities  for  peace  in  Central  America, 
and  the  growing  need  in  our  own 
country  all  offer  unlimited  evange¬ 
listic  and  missional  possibilities. 

At  a  time  when  the  world  is  literally 
crying  out  for  more  missionaries  to 
share  the  good  news  of  the  Gospel,  we 
are  broken-hearted  to  think  that  our 
denomination  is  tempted  to  spend 
millions  of  dollars  in  disruptive  dislo¬ 
cation  of  our  offices  and  staff. 

Eisenhower  laid  cornerstone 

Currently  our  mission  headquar¬ 
ters  is  located  within  the  Inter- 
church  Center  in  New  York.  In 
1955,  President  Dwight  D.  Eisen¬ 
hower  laid  the  cornerstone  to  this 
building,  which  was  financed 
thanks  to  the  generosity  of  John  D. 
Rockefeller,  Jr. 

The  vision  then  and  now  was  that 
Protestant  churches  could  work  to¬ 
gether  in  this  superior  facility  to  ad¬ 
vance  God’s  Kingdom  not  only  in 
the  United  States  but  literally 
around  the  globe. 

New  York’s  first  African  Ameri¬ 
can  Mayor,  David  N.  Dinkins,  re¬ 
cently  renewed  this  vision  when  he 
asked  United  Methodists  to  keep 
the  board  in  New  York  saying  the 
city  may  be  the  “the  world’s  most 
ficult  mission  field.”  He  expressed 
amazement  “that  a  church  with 
such  a  proud  missionary  tradition 
as  the  United  Methodist  could  sim¬ 
ply  abandon  the  challenge.” 

By  combining  denominational  re¬ 
sources,  United  Methodists  globally 
reach  out  in  evangelism,  education, 
service  and  relief  efforts.  Using  the 
invaluable  resources  of  New  York 
City,  the  board  can  easily  find  trans¬ 
lators  for  every  language,  arrange 
passports  and  visas,  provide  air 
transportation  anywhere  at  relatively 
low  prices,  and  quickly  mobilize  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  in  times  of  disaster  to  bring  com¬ 
passionate  care  in  Christ’s  name. 

Though  excellently  equipped  to 
be  in  communication  with  mission¬ 
aries  and  churches  everywhere  on 
earth,  the  board  pays  only  $11.75 
per  square  foot  for  rent,  which  in¬ 
cludes  utilities  and  custodial  care. 
This  reportedly  is  the  lowest  square 
foot  cost  of  any  United  Methodist 
general  agency,  including  those  who 
own  their  own  buildings. 

At  times  administrative  snafus  and 
differing  mission  theology  and  poli¬ 
cies  have  perturbed  us  into  thinking 
that  all  our  problems  would  be 


solved  by  relocating  the  board.  Mag¬ 
nifying  misunderstandings  and  mis¬ 
takes,  we  get  frustrated  and  think  we 
can  solve  differences  by  “pulling  up 
the  whole  plant  with  its  roots”  in¬ 
stead  of  carefully  pruning  or  weeding 
out  ineffective  policies  or  staff. 

Plowing  under  or  trying  to  re¬ 
plant  the  whole  garden  will  only 
jeopardize  our  good  fruit  and  blos¬ 
soming  missional  possibilities 
throughout  the  world. 

Since  the  board’s  staff  comes 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States 
and  around  the  globe,  people  obvi¬ 
ously  speak  with  differing  accents. 
An  Alabama  pastor,  Dorsey  H. 
Walker,  admits: 

“I  can’t  fully  understand  every¬ 
one  who  answers  the  telephone  at 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  but 
then  some  of  them  may  have  a  hard 
time  understanding  me!  We  always 
keep  talking  to  each  other  until  we 
communicate  or  get  help.  It  may 
create  frustration  for  all  of  us  at 
times,  but  I’d  rather  work  at  it  to¬ 
gether  than  to  not  have  those  other 
people  there  at  all.  We  are  all  part 
of  the  same  great  church.” 

A  pig-in-a-poke? 

No  one  knows  precisely  how 
much  the  proposed  relocation  will 
cost.  The  committee,  that  by  a  9-4 
vote  determined  it  was  feasible  to 
move  the  board,  estimated  it  would 
cost  $9  million.  Our  board,  com¬ 
posed  of  178  representatives  from 
every  conference  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism  worldwide,  in  a  nearly  unani¬ 
mous  vote  to  keep  the  board  at  its 
present  location,  estimated  it  would 
cost  nearly  $  1 5  million. 

All  we  loiow  for  sure  is  that  actual 
costs  typically  exceed  predictions. 
The  idea  of  considering  the  feasibil¬ 
ity  of  moving  the  board  was  sold  to 
the  last  General  Conference  with  the 
solemn  understanding  that  a  feasibil¬ 
ity  study  would  only  cost  $30,000. 

Instead  it  has  cost  over  $66,000, 
a  121  percent  over-run.  (The  Task 
Force  was  allotted  an  additional 
$40,000  by  GCFA.)  Now  the  feasi¬ 
bility  committee  is  enticing  the 
church  to  find  a  new  location  by  us¬ 
ing  a  new  Site  Selection  Task  Force 
to  look  at  different  cities  at  a  cost  of 
$100,000,  truly  a  risk  considering 
how  far  they  themselves  overspent 
the  General  Conference  limit. 

Let’s  be  honest.  If  the  church 
agrees  to  this  proposal  for  yet  an¬ 
other  costly  study  committee,  we 
are  buying  what  people  in  our  home 
states  of  Mississippi  and  South  Da¬ 
kota  would  call  “a  pig-in-a-poke.” 

The  financial  costs  of  moving  the 
board  would  ultimately  be  in  the 
mega-millions,  draining  away  re¬ 
sources  the  church  urgently  needs 
elsewhere.  Whether  it  costs  9,  1 5,  or 
50  million  dollars,  from  where  is 
the  money  coming? 

The  Presbyterian  Church  (USA) 
recently  moved  from  New  York 
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when  there  was  a  denominational 
merger.  They  were  given  a  building 
in  Louisville,  Ky.  But  even  now 
they  do  not  expect  to  be  in  a  break¬ 
even  position  for  another  16  years! 
Instead  of  costing  the  $20  million 
first  estimated  for  relocation,  the 
move  cost  $31  million. 

Is  that  really  how  we  want  to  spend 
our  money  when  we  have  just  recent¬ 
ly  had  to  cut  $  1  million  from  mission¬ 
ary  support  because  of  insufficient 
funds  from  World  Service  monies? 

Moving  the  offices  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
New  York  to  some  place  in  the  heart¬ 
land  of  America  has  great  emotional 
appeal  to  many  United  Methodists. 

In  fact,  when  we  are  confronted 
with  homeless  people  sleeping  on 
the  subway  stairs  outside  the  build¬ 
ing  where  we  often  have  board  meet¬ 
ings,  we  sometimes  wish  we  were  in 
a  safer  and  more  serene  spot. 

However,  we  have  come  to  real¬ 
ize  that  precisely  this  kind  of  hu¬ 
man  agony  is  one  of  the  major 
missional  reasons  for  the  board  to 
stay  in  the  city. 

What  is  God  calling  us  to  do? 

God  does  not  ask  us  to  escape  to  a 
safer  territory.  God  calls  us  to  be 
where  the  hurts  of  people  are  the 
greatest.  God  did  not  call  Jonah  to 
security.  A  reluctant  missionary,  Jo¬ 
nah  wanted  to  head  for  a  more  com¬ 
fortable  setting  in  Tarshish.  But  God 
called  Jonah  to  Nineveh — where  hu¬ 
man  need  and  sin  were  the  greatest. 

Clearly  the  place  for  mission  in  the 
21st  century  will  be  in  the  urban  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  world  with  all  their  atten¬ 
dant  problems  and  possibilities — the 
Sao  Paulos,  the  Mexico  Cities,  the 
Manilas,  the  Nairobis,  and  the  New 
York  Cities  of  this  world. 

In  the  final  analysis,  the  question 
before  the  General  Conference  is 
not  what  we  want  to  do,  but  what 
God  is  calling  us  to  do. 

Is  it  to  spend  millions  to  move 
somewhere  else,  or  is  it  to  respond 
to  Christ’s  mission  and  ministry 
where  we  are  and  to  the  utmost 
ends  of  the  earth? 

The  above  article  was  adapted  from 
"Mission  Papers,"  a  publication  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Editorial 


Apartheid  referendum  poses  reminder  of  Lenten  truth 


Following  their  historic  vote  of 
March  1 7,  the  people  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca  urgently  need  more  than  ever  the 
healing  prayers  of  Christians  world¬ 
wide. 

The  reason  is  rooted  in  the  trou¬ 
bling  dilemma  the  referendum 
posed  for  South  Africa’s  citizens: 

A  “yes”  vote  on  President  F.  W. 
de  Klerk’s  plan  to  end  his  country’s 
policy  of  legalized  racial  segregation 
risked  further  polarization  among 
white  South  Africans,  including 
threats  of  violent  resistance. 

A  “no”  vote  risked  a  correspond¬ 
ing  backlash  by  black  South  Afri¬ 
cans,  including  a  return  to  armed 
conflict  and  bloodshed. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  de  Klerk’s  cou¬ 
rageous  decision  to  bring  matters  to 
a  head  merits  the  support  of  all  op¬ 


ponents  of  apartheid. 

The  perils  posed  by  his  decision 
merely  underscore  what  should 
have  been  long  apparent  in  a  fallen 
world:  Putting  an  end  to  evil  fre¬ 
quently  entails  unmerited  suffering. 

Hence,  events  this  week  in  South 
Africa  remind  Christians  of  the  oft- 
forgotten  Lenten  truth:  Jesus’s  call 
to  “take  up  your  cross”  is  an  ever¬ 
present  and  ongoing  challenge. 

As  part  of  our  cross,  our  Lord 
calls  us  to  suffer  with  others — in 
deed,  as  circumstances  require;  in 
spirit,  always. 

In  the  case  of  South  Africa,  a 
means  of  fulfilling  the  latter  is 
through  regular  intercessory 
prayer — for  healing,  for  justice,  and 
for  an  end  to  violence  and  suffering. 

As  we  prav  for  our  South  African 


neighbors,  we  should  ponder  the 
long-term  perspective  provided  by  a 
South  African  sister,  Ruth  Coggin, 
during  a  recent  interview  with  the 
Reporter  (see  UMR,  March  13). 
Ms.  Coggin  edits  “Dimension,”  the 
official  publication  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Southern  Africa. 

“Even  if  we  get  to  a  day  where  ev¬ 
ery  apartheid  law  is  off  the  statute 
books  and  there  is  a  constitution  in 
place  that  is  just,  the  church  will 
still  have  an  important  role  to  play 
to  change  the  attitudes  of  South  Af¬ 
ricans,”  Ms.  Coggin  said. 

And,  in  a  vivid  image  of  the  chal¬ 
lenge  posed  by  the  ongoing  reality 
of  apartheid,  she  noted: 

“You  must  remember  that  apart¬ 
heid  is  like  a  big  piece  of  granite  rock 
that’s  not  easily  broken.  We  have  to 


chip  away  at  it  for  many  years  or  it 
has  to  take  one  big  crack.” 

It’s  too  soon  to  know  whether  this 
week’s  events  represent  one  more 
“chip”  or  are,  in  fact,  the  “big 
crack”  promoting  apartheid’s  end. 

What  we  as  Christians  do  know, 
however,  is  that  all  such  violations 
of  God’s  will  must  end  and  that 
Christ’s  followers  must  stand  with 
those  who  suffer  in  the  process. 

Pray  this  week  and  beyond  for 
the  people  of  South  Africa. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“God  said  to  Noah,  ‘This  is  the 
sign  of  the  covenant  which  I  have 
established  between  me  and  all 
flesh  that  is  upon  the  earth.’  ” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  6:33) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  23 

Monday:  Psalms  103:1-13 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 03: 1 5-22 
Wednesday:  Exodus  3:1-15 
Thursday:  Luke  13:1-9 
Friday:  Luke  13:10-17 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  10:1-13 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  1 0:23-3 1 


Faithfully  yours= 

Resurrection  glimpsed 
in  creative  life  cut  short 


The  old  sanctuary  had  never  seen 
anything  like  it. 

Following  the 
celebratory  ring¬ 
ing  of  the  historic 
bells,  the  postlude 
music  was  decid¬ 
edly  modern. 

Tape-recorded 
music  chink- 
chinked,  glissed 
and  soared  joyously. 

In  the  coffin  in  front  of  the  altar 
lay  the  composer,  victim  of  a  partic¬ 
ularly  virulent  form  of  cancer  at  age 
19.  His  music  spoke  volumes  of  a 
creative  life  cut  much  too  short. 

Classmates,  school  principal,  Scout 
leader,  minister — one  by  one  they 
paid  tribute  to  Chris  the  musician, 
Eagle  Scout,  practical  jokester,  friend. 

Special  music — a  string  quartet  and 
a  violin  solo — symbolized  the  above- 
average  facility  this  young  man  had 
achieved  with  that  instrument. 

Congregational  hymns  like  “Lord 
of  the  Dance”  and  “On  Eagle’s 
Wings”  helped  us  celebrate  his  life 
and  reminded  me  that  these  words 
and  music  have  captured  today’s 
generation  in  much  the  same  way 
that  “Are  Ye  Able?”  and  “This  Is 
My  Father’s  World”  captured  mine. 

And  when  we  came  to  Chris,  the 
theological  inquirer,  we  got  a 
glimpse  of  the  depth  which  youth 


lohn  A.  Lovelace 


can  mask. 

During  one  of  his  last  chats  with 
a  minister  he  had  asked,  “Does  res¬ 
urrection  hurt?” 

How  do  people  of  the  Easter  faith 
answer  such  a  question?  The  pastor, 
in  his  eulogy,  answered  yes,  resurrec¬ 
tion  “hurts”  in  the  same  way  that  “be¬ 
ing  real”  hurts  and  in  the  same  way 
that  a  sunbeam  warms  your  cheek. 

I  found  an  additional  answer  on  my 
car  radio  as  I  drove  from  the  church. 
Instantly  I  recognized  Max  Bruch’s 
concerto  for  violin  and  orchestra. 

Chris  never  played  that  well — 
never  had  a  chance,  really — but  I’ll 
never  hear  that  music  again  without 
remembering — resurrecting,  if  you 
will — Chris. 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Admissions  Assistant 

One-year,  grant  funded  position  to  develop 
a  program  for  recruitment  and  retention  of 
racial/ethnic  students.  Requires  BA:  excel¬ 
lent  interpersonal  and  writing  skills. 
Contact: 

Director  of  Admissions 
lliff  School  of  Theology 
2201  So.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210. 

EOE.  Deadline:  April  15, 1992. 
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watch 


LET'S  KEEP  NEW  YORK:  More  than 
100  United  Methodists — most  of  them  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  upcoming  General  Conference — 
have  issued  a  call  for  support  to  keep  the 
church’s  mission  agency  in  New  York  City  (see 
related  articles  on  Page  2  of  this  issue).  The  call, 
initially  drafted  by  an  international  organizing 
committee,  urges  that  all  proposals  to  relocate 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  be  de¬ 
feated.  The  1992  General  Conference  will  meet 
in  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  5-15.  The  letter  inviting 
participation  came  from  two  United  Methodist 
leaders  of  the  New  York  delegation  to  General 
Conference:  the  Rev.  Jane  Allen  Middleton  of 
New  Canaan,  Conn.;  and  Ernest  Swiggett  of 
White  Plains,  N.Y. 

CHANGE  DRUG  POLICY:  An  effec¬ 
tive  U.S.  drug  policy  would  include  funds  to 
help  impoverished  Latin 
American  growers  switch 
from  farming  cocoa 
leaves — the  basis  of  co¬ 
caine — to  alternative  crops, 
says  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  a 
leader  in  the  church’s  war 
on  drugs.  In  a  telephone  in¬ 
terview  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service,  Bishop  May  voiced  his 
disappointment  that  President  Bush’s  recent 
drug  summit  with  six  Latin  American  leaders 
failed  to  produce  any  such  U.S.  pledge  of  new 
money.  “It’s  not  good  news,”  the  bishop  said  of 
the  two-day  drug  conference  in  San  Antonio. 


Bishop  May 


IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  ZAIRE:  Con¬ 
demning  the  recent  killings  of  Christians  in 
Zaire,  U.S.  Protestants  are  calling  upon  Presi¬ 
dent  George  Bush  to  publicly  ask  the  president 
of  that  African  nation  to  step  down.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Harman,  World  Division  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries;  the  Rev.  Clifton  Kirkpatrick,  global  mis¬ 
sion  director  for  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA);  and  the  Rev.  Syngman  Rhee,  president 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.,  have  written  to  Mr.  Bush,  asking 
him  to  cut  ties  with  Zairean  president  Mobutu 
Sese-Seko. 


STOP  ANGER  AGAINST  JAPAN: 

Members  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  unanimous¬ 
ly  voiced  their  “strong  opposition”  to  “racially 
motivated  anger  toward  Japan”  last  week.  A 
statement  released  following  the  commission’s 
spring  meeting  March  8  said  the  “recent  devel¬ 
opment  of  blaming  Japan  for  the  worsening 
American  economy,  and  insensitive  remarks  by 
Japanese  politicians,  have  created  an  environ¬ 
ment  that  triggers  violence,  harassment  and  ra¬ 
cial  slurs  directed  at  Asian-Americans.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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UMC's  Africa  University  prepares  to  open 


Africa  University  stories  and  photos 
By  CONNIE  NELSON-DANIEL 

Editor,  Northwest  Texas  Conference  UMR 


MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — De¬ 
spite  concerns  over  its  water  sup¬ 
ply  (see  related  story  below), 
United  Methodist-related  Africa 
University  will  open  March  23 
with  75  students  in  theology  and 
agriculture. 

More  than  700  applications 
were  received  from  across  the  Af¬ 
rican  continent,  according  to  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Z.  Kurewa,  presi¬ 
dent  and  vice-chancellor. 

Of  the  700,  250  were  eligible,  he 
said.  Of  the  75  selected,  25  were 
admitted  to  the  faculty  (college)  of 
theology,  50  to  the  faculty  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  natural  sciences. 

More  than  eight  years  in  the 
making,  Africa  University,  the 
denomination’s  first  institution 
of  higher  education  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  will  temporarily  operate 
from  a  “transitional  campus” — 


formerly  an  agricultural  demon¬ 
stration  site — of  six  buildings 
near  the  historic  Old  Mutare 
United  Methodist  Mission. 

Six  United  Methodist  volun- 
teers-in-mission  teams  from  the 
United  States  traveled  to  the  uni¬ 
versity  site  between  November 
and  March  to  renovate  the  farm 
buildings  in  preparation  for  the 
opening. 

“We  are  quite  happy  with  the 
progress  on  the  temporary  cam¬ 
pus,”  Dr.  Kurewa  said. 

Groundwork  on  the  perma¬ 
nent  site  began  Feb.  19,  follow¬ 
ing  the  Jan.  24  signing  of  the 


university  charter  by  Zimbab¬ 
wean  President  Robert  Mugabe. 

Following  that  signing,  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration — 
which  had  held  Africa  University 
funds  until  formal  negotiations 
with  the  Zimbabwean  govern¬ 
ment  were  complete — released 
funds  for  construction. 

The  first  permanent  buildings — 
including  classrooms,  dormitories 
and  library — are  expected  to  be 
completed  in  late  1993. 

Until  dormitories  are  construct¬ 
ed,  students  will  be  housed  in  a 
defunct  college  of  forestry,  some 


five  miles  from  the  campus.  They 
will  be  shuttled  to  the  university 
each  day,  Dr.  Kurewa  said. 

When  the  permanent  campus  is 
completed,  the  transitional  site  will 
continue  to  be  used  for  new  facul¬ 
ties  as  they  are  initiated,  he  added. 

Books  collected  from  across  the 
denomination  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  are  in  tran¬ 
sit  from  Nashville  to  Zimbabwe. 
They  are  expected  by  April  10. 

Rosalyn  Lewis,  librarian  for 
the  Publishing  House  who  has 
coordinated  efforts  since  1988  to 
build  a  comprehensive  library  for 
the  university,  will  travel  to  Zim¬ 
babwe  in  April  to  oversee  the  li¬ 
brary’s  installation. 

The  “Africa  Initiative”  to 
build  the  church’s  first  university 
in  Africa  was  introduced  in  1987 
by  United  Methodist  Bishop 


Emilio  J.  M.  deCarvalho  (West 
Angola  Area) — currently  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  chancellor  of  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity — and  other  African  bishops. 

The  church’s  policymaking 
1988  General  Conference  adopt¬ 
ed  the  initiative.  In  addition,  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative 
body  passed  a  funding  package 
which  has  garnered  $5  million 
out  of  an  approved  $10  million 
in  apportioned  funds  for  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  buildings  and  grounds 
and  $1.9  million  out  of  an  ap¬ 
proved  $10  million  in  endowed 
gifts  for  scholarships. 

The  1992  General  Conference, 
meeting  May  5-15  in  Lousville, 
Ky.,  will  be  asked  to  authorize  an¬ 
other  $20  million  in  apportioned 
and  special  giving  for  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity  during  1993-1996. 
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MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— The  campus  of  Africa  put  finishing  touches  on  Africa  University's 
University  buzzed  with  activity  recently  as  temporary  library.  Top,  a  sign  marks  the  per- 
United  Methodists  prepared  for  the  school's  manent  university  site  being  prepared  by 
scheduled  March  23  opening.  Left,  Volunteers  earth-moving  equipment.  Below,  a  former  ag¬ 
in  Mission  Charles  Tefft  (right)  of  Hunter,  ricultural  station  is  being  renovated  to  serve  as 
Okla.,  and  Robert  Dawson  of  Oklahoma  City  the  university's  temporary  facilities. 


CLASSIFIED 

FOR  SALE:  VISCOUNT  DIGITAL  electronic 
organ  with  3  manuals,  48  stops  and  drawstop 
console.  Price  $14,000.  Also,  new  suspended-ac¬ 
tion  pipe  organ  with  2  manuals,  4  ranks,  ornate 
oak  case.  Pnce  negotiable.  Information  on  either 
instrument:  P.O.  Box  1292,  Evans,  GA  30809. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Director  of  Educa¬ 

tional  and  Youth  Ministries  for  1800-member 
church  in  the  heart  of  beautiful  Myrtle  Beach. 
Salary  range:  $31,475-$32,475  plus  a  pension/ 
major  medical  package  worth  $4,348  per  year.  If 
interested  send  resume  with  references  to: 
DEYM  Search  Committee,  do  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1367,  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  29578. 

WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members). 

gram  model.  Qualifications  —  M.A.  in  Christian 
education.  Salary  open.  Please  submit  applica¬ 
tion  by  April  1st  to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search 
Committee,  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  120098,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  Tel. 
(615)373-1493. 

RELIGION  AND  ETHICS  ENDOWED  Profes¬ 

sorship.  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  a  selec¬ 
tive  liberal  arts  college,  invites  applications  for 
the  Mattingly  Endowed  Chair  in  Religion.  We 
seek  an  experienced  teacher  and  established 
scholar  whose  professional  responsibilities  will 
be  divided  between  teaching  undergraduate 
courses  and  leadership  for  developing  a  campus¬ 
wide  emphasis  on  ethics.  Anticipated  activities 
may  include  the  planning  and  direction  of  sym¬ 
posia,  faculty  seminars,  and  other  curricular  and 
co-curricular  programs.  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University  is  nationally  recognized  as  a  leader 
among  liberal  arts  colleges  and  has  a  tradition  of 

DCE  AND  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES,  Fifty-fif¬ 

ty  Sunday  school  and  program;  600  members, 
worship  200,  Sunday  school  90.  University 
town.  Applications  through  March  31.  Begin 
June  1.  Education  —  MA  in  religion.  SPRC, 
First  UMC,  314  W.  College  Ave.,  Silver  City, 
NM  88061,  Attn:  Rev.  Robert  Bellows. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN  S 
Ministries  position.  Suburban  South  Florida. 
Large,  growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC, 
400  North  35th  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021. 
Cali  (305)  989-8304. 

dedication  to  teaching  excellence.  Current  en¬ 
rollment  is  approximately  1650  students.  Our 
faculty  have  access  to  the  University  of  Nebras¬ 
ka  libraries.  Lincoln,  a  community  of  200,000 
persons,  provides  a  variety  of  cultural  opportu¬ 
nities.  Appointment  to  the  Mattingly  Endowed 
Chair  in  Religion  requires  the  Ph.D./Th. D.  or 
equivalent  and  membership  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Minorities  and  women  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply.  The  professorship 
is  available  August  1992  or  later.  We  will  begin 
to  review  applications  in  late  March,  and  the 
search  will  continue  until  the  position  is  filled. 
Send  letter  of  application,  curriculum  vita,  and 
the  names  of  three  references  to:  Dr.  Janet  E. 
Rasmussen,  Vice  President  for  Academic  Af- 
fairs,  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  5000  Saint 
Paul  Avenue,  Lincoln,  NE  68504-2/96. 

LARGE.  WEST-COAST  FLORIDA  church 
seeks  Minister  of  Church  Growth  and  Evange¬ 
lism.  Ideal  candidate  would  be  early  retiree  (59- 
65  years)  with  record  of  success  in  establishing 
and  implementing  growth  programs.  Hours,  sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  designed  to  meet  needs  of  min¬ 
ister  and  church.  Inquiries,  resume:  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  —  3200  Manatee  Av¬ 
enue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205,  (813)  747- 
3704. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  for 

2,000-member  church  in  a  university  communi- 
ty.  Excellent  potential  for  programming.  Experi¬ 
ence  desired.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Send 
resume:  Rev.  Carl  Bray,  P.O.  Box  3846,  Bryan, 
TX  77805.  Position  open  February  1,  1992. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  for 

new  and  growing  church  in  South  Ft.  Myers, 
Florida.  Will  assist  in  pastoral  visits  to  sick  and 
prospective  members,  help  organize  Shepherd- 
ing  Program.  Position  to  begin  in  fall  of  1992. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  James  E.  Lake,  15690 
McGregor  Blvd.,  Ft.  Myers,  FL  33908. 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  YOUTH/Program  Di¬ 

rector.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Larry  Williams, 
700  West  8th,  El  Dorado.  AR  7 1 730,  or  call 
(501)862-4242. 

YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  SINGLES  Min¬ 
istries,  1600-member  growing  suburban  church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Sena  resum6:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Whitefish  Bay,  819  E.  Silver 
Spring  Drive,  Milwaukee,  WI  53217.  (414)  964- 
2424. 

for  wowing  800-member  church  beginning  June, 
1992.  Could  also  include  music  ministry  respon¬ 
sibilities  if  interested.  Job  description  and  salary 
negotiable  based  on  talents  and  experience.  Send 
resumes  to:  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC,  1500  Country  Club  Road,  Lake 

SEARCHING  FOR  A  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

Ministries.  Part-time  except  summer  months. 
Send  resumes  to  Isle  of  Faith  UMC,  attention 
Penny  Rose,  1821  San  Pablo  Rd.,  Jacksonville, 
FL  32224.  Inquiries:  (904)  221-1700  or  (904) 
744-1216. 

PASTOR  NEEDED  for  interdenominational  re¬ 
sort  area  church  near  Brownsville,  Tx.  Part  time 
position  ($12,000  plus  housing)  on  South  Padre 
Island,  vita  to:  Wm.  J.  Hughes,  1225  Boca 
Chica,  Brownsville,  Tx.  78520.  (51 2)  546-5364. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  exciting, 
growing  1,500-member  church.  Send  resumes  by 
April  15  to:  Lakeridge  United  Methodist 
Church,  4701  82nd  Street,  Lubbock,  TX  79424. 

SCANDINAVIA  JUNE  25-JULY  9.  Visit  Finland, 

Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark.  Travel  north  of  the 
Arctic  Circle  to  the  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun.  Es¬ 
corted  by:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapo- 

Cokesbury  hymnals.  The  small  brown  ones. 
Contact:  Maureen  Reagan,  Rt.  4,  Box  430, 
Jacksonville,  TX  75766.  Telephone:  (903)  876- 
2578. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES,  1600- 
member  church.  Position  includes  responsibility 
for:  COM,  singles,  education,  young  adults.  Sala¬ 
ry  dependent  upon  education/experience.  Send 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
$$$  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211,  (Accredited). 

Methodist  Church,  4407  E.  Douglas.  Wichita, 
KS  67218. 

THE  HOLSTON  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/ADMINISTRATION. 
Base  Salary  —  $21,000.  All  inquiries  due  the 
end  of  March.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
200  FM  517  West,  Dickinson,  TX  77539.  (713) 
534-3511. 

Associate  Director  and  Specialist  in  Leader  De¬ 
velopment  and  Christian  Education.  This  is  a  se¬ 
nior  position  within  a  staff  of  seven  professional 
and  seven  support  staff  workers,  and  commands 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time,  permanent  career  position.  Growing 
1,100-member  southern  California  congrega¬ 
tion.  Experience  required.  Send  resume  by  April 
15  to:  Tom  Hay,  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  UMC, 
26001  Muirlands  Avenue,  Mission  Viejo,  CA 
92691. 

ence,  education,  and  professional  certification. 
The  Holston  CCOM  is  an  equal  opportunity  em¬ 
ployer.  Requests  for  information  may  be  sent  to: 
Search  Committee,  do  CCOM  Director,  P.O. 
Box  1178.  Johnson  City,  TN  37605.  Application 
deadline  is  April  15,  1992.  Anticipated  starting 
date  is  August  1,  1992. 

Africa  U.  leaders  differ  on  drought's  impact 


"Water's  a  real  problem,  and  this  is  the  worst 
drought  (Zimbabwe)  has  ever  had  . . .  but  water  will 
not  be  a  problem  for  us." 

— Richard  Reeves,  building  chairman 


MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — Officials 
close  to  Africa  University’s  day-to- 
day  operations  differ  on  the  impact 
the  current  drought  facing  Zimba¬ 
bwe  will  have  on  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  institution  of  higher 
learning,  set  to  open  March  23. 

Dr.  John  Kurewa,  president 
(vice-chancellor)  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  first  institution  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  on  the  African  continent, 
predicts  that  the  university  site  will 
weather  the  drought. 

“It’s  really  unfortunate  that  we 
have  started  at  such  a  time,  but  we 
are  fortunate  to  have  sunk  two  bore¬ 
holes — one  which  will  yield  2,700 
gallons  per  hour  and  the  other  4,000 
gallons  per  hour,”  he  said  during  a 
recent  interview  in  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  offices. 

Mutare’s  eastern  Zimbabwean 
area  has  had  little  or  no  rain  for  two 
years,  but  southern  Zimbabwean 
communities  are  in  their  fifth  year 
of  drought. 

A  landlocked  country  surrounded 
by  South  Africa,  Mozambique,  Bo¬ 
tswana  and  Zambia,  Zimbabwe  is 
the  hardest  hit  of  all  the  southern 
Africa  countries.  Those  countries 
have  no  history  of  drought,  as  do 
other  African  countries,  according 
to  news  reports. 

Sonny  Reavis,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  from  South  Carolina 
serving  as  architect  for  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  Annual  Conference  and  coordi¬ 
nator  of  volunteers-in-mission 
teams  from  the  U.S.  which  have 
worked  on  the  university  site, 
doesn’t  share  Dr.  Kurewa’s  optimis¬ 
tic  outlook. 

“A  city  engineer  in  Mutare  pre¬ 
dicted  that  by  mid-June  the  water 
will  be  gone,”  he  said.  “If  we  don’t 
have  some  significant  rain,  we’ll 
have  to  shut  the  school  down.” 

“On  all  the  farms  surrounding  us, 
the  crops  have  been  ‘pronounced 
dead.’  ”  he  said.  “In  the  2'h  years 
since  I’ve  been  here,  I  can  count 
only  three  days  we’ve  had  signifi¬ 
cant  rain.  What’s  been  happening  in 
northeast  Africa  (Ethiopia)  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  southern  Africa.” 


Richard  Reeves  of  Decatur,  Ill,  a 
retired  engineer,  member  of  the  Af¬ 
rica  University  board  of  directors 
and  chair  of  the  university’s  build¬ 
ing  and  grounds  committee,  said 
despite  serious  conditions  facing 
Zimbabwe,  said  he  believes  the  two 
wells  should  meet  the  university’s 
water  needs. 

“These  are  really  good  wells,”  he 
said.  “They  were  drilled  during  this 
dry  season,  which  means  they  ought 
to  withstand  anything.” 

When  the  pumps  are  installed — 
one  is  expected  to  be  in  place  for 
the  university’s  opening  March 
23 — Mr.  Reeves  anticipates  the 
wells  will  produce  a  combined  100 
gallons  of  water  per  minute. 

Securing  adequate  water  for  Afri¬ 
ca  University  has  been  a  personal 
crusade  for  Mr.  Reeves. 

“I  was  in  the  pump  business  for 
years,  and  water  is  one  of  the  things 


MUTARE,  Zimbabwe — Ready¬ 
ing  the  temporary  campus  for  Afri¬ 
ca  University’s  March  23  opening 
was  made  possible  through  efforts 
of  six  United  Methodist  Volun- 
teers-In-Mission  teams  from  across 
the  United  States. 

The  first  team  arrived  at  the  uni¬ 
versity  site — located  near  historic 
Old  Mutare  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion — in  October. 

Successive  groups  worked  in  tan¬ 
dem,  picking  up  where  the  previous 
team  left  off. 

The  last  team  arrived  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe  Feb.  29. 

Teams  working  on-site  for  two- 
week  stretches  labored  alongside  a 
Zimbabwean  work  crew  to  trans¬ 
form  five  decrepit  buildings  —  for¬ 
merly  an  agriculture  demonstration 
site — into  the  school’s  temporary 
campus.  This  includes  a  combined 
dining  hall/chapel,  theology  build- 


I’m  much  concerned  about,”  he 
said.  “I’ve  spent  much  time  in  Afri¬ 
ca  drilling  wells.” 

He  will  make  his  1 3th  trip  to  Af¬ 
rica  at  the  end  of  March. 

One  of  Africa  University’s  two 
wells  was  donated  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Reeves’  retirement  by  a  former  sup¬ 
plier. 

“When  I  retired  from  the  pump 
company  where  I  worked,  one  of 
our  suppliers  said  he  would  give  me 
a  pump  and  well  any  place  I  wanted 
it  in  the  world,”  he  said. 

“Knowing  I  wanted  to  help  get 
pure  drinking  water  for  people,  they 


ing,  library,  agriculture/natural  sci¬ 
ences  building,  and  registrar’s  office. 

In  addition,  the  teams  and  crew 
constructed  a  pavilion  for  the  site 
where  students  can  gather  between 
classes  for  study  or  conversation. 

Spearheading  efforts  beginning  in 
late  October  were  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Curtis,  Atlanta,  director  of  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  for  the  church’s 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction;  Dick 
Reeves,  a  retired  engineer  from  De¬ 
catur,  Ill.,  who  chairs  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity’s  building  and  grounds 
committee;  and  the  Rev.  John  W. 
Z.  Kurewa,  vice-chancellor  (presi¬ 
dent)  of  Africa  University. 

The  idea  for  utilizing  the  VIM 
teams  was  bom  in  early  1991,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Reeves. 

Each  team  of  5  to  13  members 
ranged  from  veterans  to  first-time 
volunteers,  professional  electri¬ 
cians,  weekend  painters,  clergy  and 


are  furnishing  the  pump  and  well  in 
my  name  to  give  water  to  the  uni¬ 
versity.” 

A  5.000-gallon  tank  is  under  con¬ 
struction  at  the  university's  perma¬ 
nent  site,  approximately  one-quarter 
mile  from  the  transitional  campus. 

“The  crew  is  digging  a  pipeline  to 
go  from  the  well  into  the  tank  up  on 
the  hill,”  Mr.  Reeves  said.  “That 
tank  will  feed  the  buildings  they’ve 
been  renovating. 

“Water’s  a  real  problem,  and  this 
is  the  worst  drought  (Zimbabwe) 
has  ever  had  .  .  .  but  water  will  not 
be  a  problem  for  us,”  he  contends. 


laity,  young  adults  and  retired  pro¬ 
fessionals. 

Teams  undertook  demolition 
work,  made  major  repairs,  painted 
building  exteriors  and  interiors,  in¬ 
stalled  doors  and  windows,  com¬ 
pleted  electrical  rewiring  of 
buildings  and  installed  roofing. 

Sonny  Reavis,  a  South  Carolina 
native  and  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  who  has  served  as  architect 
for  the  Zimbabwe  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  since  1990,  coordinated  work 
team  activities. 

Following  their  two  weeks  of  la¬ 
bor — which  typically  began  at  5 
a.m.  and  concluded  at  4  p.m.  each 
day — the  VIM  teams  were  honored 
with  farewell  banquets  by  the  facul¬ 
ty  and  staff  of  Africa  University. 

As  a  “thank  you"  from  university 
officials,  each  team  member  was 
presented  with  a  traditional  African 
spear  or  hatchet. 


Volunteers  in  mission  spearhead 
preparations  on  university  campus 
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TUITION  FREEZE:  United  Methodism’s 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Atlanta  will  freeze  present  tuition  rates  for 
the  1992-93  academic  year,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Kevin  LaGree,  dean.  “We  are  concerned 
about  the  increased  debt  that  theology  students 
have  and  the  burden  that  places  on  them  when 
they  graduate,”  Mr.  LaGree  said.  With  596  de¬ 
gree-seeking  students,  Candler  is  said  to  be  the 
denomination’s  largest  seminary. 

FAITH  STORIES:  Compelling  human  in¬ 
terest  stories  of  faith  from  personal  experience 
are  being  sought  for  a  project  of  the  United 
Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators.  The  stories  will  be  the 
basis  of  a  book  and  possibly  a  series  of  devo¬ 
tions  for  radio  and  television.  Stories  should  be 
sent  to:  Cathy  Farmer,  575  Lambuth  Blvd., 
Jackson,  Tenn.  38301. 

FOOD  GATHERING:  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  will  gather  in  three  locations  March 
27  to  send  boxes  containing  food,  prayers  and 
greetings  to  Russia.  The  collected  food  will  be 
shipped  to  the  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  whose  founding  last 
year  was  aided  by  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  Broadmoor,  said  the  boxes  will  contain 
“specific  foods  selected  in  keeping  with  Russian 
diets.”  The  Louisiana  effort  is  part  of  the  Rus¬ 
sian  food  lift  being  coordinated  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

SERMON  THEME:  “Social  justice”  is  the 
theme  for  the  1992  Sermon  Contest  sponsored 
by  “Circuit  Rider”  magazine.  Sermons,  which 
will  be  critiqued  by  judges,  must  focus  on  topics 
related  to  one  or  more  paragraphs  in  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles.  Entry  fee  is  $25. 
Deadline  for  submitting  sermons  is  July  1 5.  For 
additional  details,  write  “Circuit  Rider,”  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  P.O.  Box 
801,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

TWO  FOR  ONE:  The  Academy  of  Parish 
Clergy  has  announced  a  program  that  will  allow 
United  Methodist  clergy  to  attend  the  acade¬ 
my’s  national  convocation  and  the  1 992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  simultaneously.  The  convocation 
is  scheduled  for  the  Catherine  Spalding  Center 
in  Nazareth,  Ky.,  just  south  of  Louisville,  May 
5-7,  during  the  first  three  days  of  the  May  5-15 
General  Conference.  For  details,  contact  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Kochel,  600  E.  Second  South,  La¬ 
dysmith,  Wis.  54848,  by  April  2. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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ARGILLITE,  Ky. — Local  pastor  Tom  Heaberlin's  life  has  been 
shaped  in  part  by  his  determination  to  overcome  the  paralyz¬ 
ing  effects  of  rabies  treatments  he  underwent  50  years  ago. 


Once  paralyzed,  pastor  now 
devotes  himself  to  church 


By  ROGER  ALFORD 

ARGILLITE,  Ky.— There’s  lit¬ 
tle  about  Tom  Heaberlin  today 
to  indicate  that  the  lanky,  white- 
haired  preacher  was  once  para¬ 
lyzed  from  the  neck  down, 
unable  to  wiggle  even  a  toe. 

But  his  paralyzing  brush  with 
rabies  was  50  years  ago.  Most  of 
the  effects  have  disappeared, 
freeing  him  to  become  a  Sunday 
school  teacher  for  32  years  and  a 
local  pastor  for  18. 

For  the  last  nine  years,  the  70- 
year-old  retired  factory  worker 
has  been  pastor  of  Argillite  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Greenup 
County  in  the  hills  and  hollows 
of  northeastern  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Heaberlin  has  a  small  but 
devoted  30-member  congregation. 

'Powerful  person' 

“I  think  he’s  a  very  powerful 
person,”  said  author  and  poet 
Jane  Stuart,  a  church  member.  “I 
don’t  know  what  it  is  about  him. 
He  just  reaches  you. 

“He’s  the  kind  of  person  I’ve 
learned  that  I  can  tell  things  to. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  he’s 
one  of  the  funniest  people  I’ve 
ever  met.” 

When  he’s  not  preaching  or 
ministering  in  homes  and  hospi¬ 
tals,  Mr.  Heaberlin  dabbles  in  oil 
painting,  specializing  in  nature 
scenes. 


He  and  his  wife  of  44  years, 
Becky,  raise  vegetables  on  the 
family  farm  in  Wurtland  where 
he  was  bom  and  reared. 

Mr.  Heaberlin  has  a  slight  limp 
from  his  encounter  with  a  rabid 
dog  and  the  ensuing  rabies  shots 
a  half-century  ago,  but  it  doesn’t 
slow  him  down. 

If  anything,  that  ordeal  has 
caused  Mr.  Heaberlin  to  push 
himself  harder.  He  remembers 
well  being  bedfast. 

“People  would  come  in  to  see 
me,  and  they  pitied  me,  but  I 
would  laugh  and  say  I’d  be  out  in 
a  few  days. 

“It  lasted  longer  than  I 
thought.  It  was  a  year  before  I 
could  walk  holding  a  chair  onto 
the  wall  or  something.” 

Handful  of  froth 

In  1940,  when  he  was  18,  he 
was  taking  care  of  a  sick  fox 
hound.  He  reached  into  its  dog 
house  to  pull  it  outside  for  feed¬ 
ing.  He  was  not  bitten  by  the  dog 
but  did  get  a  handful  of  white 
froth. 

A  small  cut  on  his  hand  raised 
concern  that  the  rabies  virus 
could  have  infected  him.  The  ra¬ 
bies  shot  he  was  given  caused  a 
reaction  that  left  him  paralyzed. 

Dr.  Lawrence  Hunt,  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  the  University  of  Louis¬ 
ville  Medical  School,  said  the 
rabies  vaccine  in  those  days 


killed  one  out  of  every  10,000 
people  who  took  it  and  may  have 
paralyzed  one  in  1 ,000. 

In  the  early  1 970s,  a  much  saf¬ 
er  rabies  vaccine  was  developed, 
Dr.  Hunt  said.  Out  of  5  million 
doses  administered,  no  deaths 
have  been  documented,  although 
there  have  been  two  cases  of  tem¬ 
porary  paralysis. 

At  ease  in  front  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Heaberlin,  who  ended 
his  education  with  a  high  school 
diploma,  has  an  uncanny  ability 
to  teach  in  a  way  that  satisfies  his 
diverse  congregation,  in  which 
education  levels  range  from 
grade  school  to  doctorate. 

“There’s  something  about  a 
small  country  church,”  he  said. 
“You  can  be  closer  and  get  to 
know  one  another  better.  It’s  just 
difficult  to  have  that  closeness  in 
the  large  congregations.” 

After  38  years  in  Christian  ser¬ 
vice,  Mr.  Heaberlin  said  age  is 
catching  up  with  him  and  he  toys 
with  the  idea  of  retiring.  But  his 
devotion  to  his  church  and  con¬ 
gregation  has  kept  him  from  tak¬ 
ing  that  step. 

“I  don’t  want  to  quit,”  he  said 
somberly.  “But  I  may  have  to 
someday.” 

Mr.  Alford  is  a  staff  writer  for 
the  "Daily  Independent"  in  Ash¬ 
land,  Ky.,  and  a  member  of  Argil¬ 
lite  United  Methodist  Church. 


Joint  mission  work  proposed  among  Soviets 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Will  United  Methodism’s  offi¬ 
cial  mission  agency  agree  to  work 
jointly  with  an  unofficial  United 
Methodist  mission  group  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union? 

That  was  among  questions 
raised  last  week  during  a  meeting 
of  officials  from  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  from  the  alternative 
Mission  Society  for  United 
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Methodists. 

In  a  session  described  by  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  leaders  as  “very 
open  and  less  confrontational” 
than  previous  conversations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups,  they  met 
March  8-9  in  Dallas. 

Meetings  between  the  two 
groups  were  ordered  by  the 
church’s  1988  policymaking 
General  Conference.  This  was 
the  second  such  meeting  in  four 
years. 


Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
(Nebraska  Area),  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
and  other  Global  Ministries  rep¬ 
resentatives  attending  the  dia¬ 
logue  are  under  specific 
instructions  not  to  discuss  the 
content  of  the  talks  until  they 
have  reported  back  to  the  board. 

That  presentation  is  expected 
to  the  mission  board’s  research 
and  development  committee 


during  the  board’s  spring  meet¬ 
ing  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  March 
18-25. 

However,  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  Mission  Society 
leaders  told  the  Reporter  they 
had  asked  “if  the  two  centers  of 
mission  could  join  together  to 
reach  out  to  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  Eastern  Europe.” 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin  Jr.,  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  founding  president, 
said  this  is  the  first  time  a  joint 


effort  has  been  proposed. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway  of  Pa- 
gosa  Springs,  Colo.,  said  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  wants  to  put  aside 
their  differences  with  Global 
Ministries. 

Mission  Society  leaders  indi¬ 
cated,  though,  that  even  if  the 
Global  Ministries  board  does  not 
accept  the  idea  for  the  joint  proj¬ 
ect,  the  Mission  Society  will  still 
seek  mission  opportunities  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 


Please  read  this  document  carefully.  We  invite  you  to  respond  to  the  CALL  TO  ACTION  which  will  be  printed 
in  next  week's  edition  of  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

THE  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION— PART  1 

In  his  preface  to  the  Standard  Sermons,  John  Wesley  wrote,  "I  design  plain  truth  for  plain  people."  Those  of  us  gathered  here  today  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  lay  and  clergy  alike,  seek  to  emulate  Wesley  and  speak  "plain  words  of  truth"  to  the  people  called  United  Methodists.  We  call  our  church 
to  affirm  and  live  out  the  mandate  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  His  disciples  and  to  call  all  persons  of  every  race  and  nation  to  name  and  follow  Him  as 
Savior  and  Lord. 

In  the  tradition  of  The  Houston  Declaration,  we  come  together  to  challenge  United  Methodists  to  live  more  faithfully  as  the  Body  of  Jesus 
Christ,  under  His  Lordship.  This  involves  confessing,  proclaiming,  and  living  the  Apostolic  faith. 

In  light  of  the  authority  of  Scripture,  we  affirm  that  (1)  God  revealed  Himself  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  way  of  divine  salvation;  (2)  Holy  liv¬ 
ing  is  the  way  for  Christians  to  live  out  the  mandate  of  discipleship  given  by  Jesus  Christ  (3)  The  local  congregation  is  the  center  for  mission 
and  ministry  to  the  world. 

God’s  Revelation  In  Jesus  Christ 

Among  the  people  called  Christian,  in  many  nations  and  among  many  peoples,  including  United  Methodist,  there  has  been  a  falling  away 
from  commitment  to  the  basic  truths  and  doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith. 

If  we  are  to  be  obedient  to  the  teaching  of  Scripture,  and  to  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  we  must  lift  up  Jesus  Christ  as  God’s  gift  of  salvation  of¬ 
fered  to  all  humanity.  There  are  doctrinal  issues  on  which  Christians  may  disagree.  We  dare  not,  however,  deny  our  Lord  in  the  name  of  a  shal¬ 
low  pluralism  or  in  a  vain  attempt  to  elevate  tolerance  above  primary  faith  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  not  surrender  the  uniqueness 
and  centrality  of  Jesus  Christ  and  our  Christian  heritage  for  the  sake  of  an  easy  dialogue  with  those  who  are  not  yet  Christian,  or  a  false  ecume¬ 
nism  with  those  who  do  not  profess  the  fullness  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  God  in  human  flesh  who  lived  on  earth,  suffered  and  died  on  the  cross,  was  raised  from  the  dead,  lives  as  eternal  Sav¬ 
ior  and  Redeemer,  present  with  us  in  the  Person  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  He  will  return  again.  He  is  God's  only  way  of  salvation.  We  are  called  to 
live  out  and  share  this  faith  personally  and  collectively  as  our  primary  purpose  and  commitment. 

The  Call  To  Holy  Living 

We  affirm  the  call  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the  faithful  witness  of  John  Wesley,  that  as  Christians  we  are  called  to 
holy  living  We  cannot  be  self-righteous,  because  our  own  personal  lives  fall  far  short  of  His  standard  of  holy  living  but  the  standard  must  be 
upheld. 

The  power  of  Jesus  Christ  is  at  work  in  the  Person  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  can  transform  every  life  and  overcome  every  sin.  He  calls  His 
church  to  transform  the  current  culture,  not  conform  to  it 

We  urge  all  United  Methodists,  including  ourselves,  to  turn  away  from  a  consumer  mentality,  greed,  and  moral  disintegration.  We  are  called 
to  be  servants  and  witnesses  to  our  neighbors  in  word  and  deed,  leading  the  world  to  repent  and  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

The  church  must  reach  out  in  a  ministry  of  love,  compassion,  and  healing  to  all  persons— married,  single,  children,  one-parent  homes,  and 
broken  families.  We  affirm  marriage  as  the  God-ordained  pattern  of  relationship  between  men  and  women.  God  created  us  male  and  female,  and 
the  natural  order  of  creation  and  procreation  is  the  union  of  male  and  female,  as  husband  and  wife.  The  Christian  church  has  always  held  this  to 
be  in  accordance  with  God's  will.  We  challenge  the  Church  to  be  unequivocal  in  support  of  the  Christian  family,  the  sanctity  of  human  life,  and 
Christian  sexual  morality:  fidelity  in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  singleness. 

Scripture  plainly  identifies  adultery,  fornication,  and  homosexual  practice  as  sins  of  the  flesh,  signs  and  consequences  of  the  fallen  condition 
of  humankind  that  needs  redemption.  Let  us  cease  to  debate  homosexual  practice  as  if  the  witness  of  the  scripture  and  the  tradition  of  the 
church  were  not  clear  from  the  beginning  A  militant  minority  must  not  be  allowed  to  control  the  direction  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  move  on  to  the  central  purpose  of  the  church:  to  serve  the  worid  in  Jesus  Christ’s  name  and  win  the  world  for  Him. 

Local  Congregation 

The  local  church  is  the  primary  place  where  we  encounter  the  Risen  Lord.  It  must  again  become,  in  doctrine  and  practice,  the  center  of  the 
mission  and  ministry  of  the  church.  The  purpose  of  the  boards,  agencies,  and  seminaries  must  be  focused  on  the  equipping  of  the  people  of  God 
to  be  in  ministry  where  they  worship  and  work. 

Fiscal  responsibility  calls  for  the  curtailment,  reordering  and  reduction  of  the  bureaucracy  of  the  church  so  that  more  of  our  tithes  and  offer¬ 
ings  will  go  directly  into  mission  and  ministry  and  not  increasingly  into  general  church  staff  and  support  for  boards,  agencies  and  study 
commissions. 

We  are  concerned  about  ministerial  leadership.  We  must  be  especially  careful  that  a  seminary  education  be  consistent  with  our  Wesleyan  heri¬ 
tage  and  not  dominated  by  a  secular  mind-set.  Some  of  our  seminaries  are  committed  to  both  the  teaching  and  modeling  of  our  Wesleyan  heri¬ 
tage,  recognizing  that  seminaries  are  places  where  men  and  women  are  trained  for  Christian  ministry.  We  celebrate  their  faithfulness  to  the 
church  and  we  pledge  our  loyalty  and  support  to  them. 
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Food  shipments  wind  down 


DUNCANVILLE,  Texas — Terry  Hershberger, 
member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  thi 
Dallas  suburb,  helps  load  36-pound  boxes  c 
food  collected  by  United  Methodists  and  othe 
U.S.  Christians  for  shipment  to  hungry  people  i 
Russia.  The  March  8  pick-up  at  the  Duncanvill 
church  helped  wind  down  the  ecumenical  foo 
collection  by  U.S.  Christians  totalling  some  1. 
million  tons.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  o 
Relief  is  the  lead  relief  agency  for  aid  to  the  Mos 
cow  area  coordinated  by  the  World  Council  o 
Churches. 


Eminent  ethics  professor  named 
to  historic  Washington  pulpit 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

One  of  the  pre-eminent  ethicists 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  assume  the  pastorate  of  a  his¬ 
toric  congregation  in  Washington 
this  summer. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
professor  of  Christian  social  ethics 
at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological 
Seminary  in 
Washington  for  26 
years,  will  become 
senior  pastor  of 
Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church 
on  July  1.  Dr.  Wogaman 

Dr.  Wogaman  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Edward  W.  Bauman  Jr.,  who  is  re¬ 
tiring. 

The  proposal  by  Bishop  Joseph 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  to  appoint 


the  seminary  professor  to  Foundry 
came  “out  of  the  blue,”  Dr.  Woga¬ 
man  told  the  Reporter  last  week. 

“I  thought  it  would  be  an  inter¬ 
esting  venue  for  me  to  practice  my 
theology  and  ethics,”  Dr.  Wogaman 
said  of  the  1,500-member  church 
founded  in  1814,  adding,  “I  like  to 
preach.” 

He  described  the  congregation, 
whose  building  is  just  a  mile  north 
of  the  White  House,  as  one  of  both 
“political  movers  and  shakers  and 
just  plain  folks,  with  lots  of  diversi¬ 
ty  and  a  tradition  of  serious  think¬ 
ing  and  doing. 

“There  has  long  been  a  tradition 
of  ministers  having  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence  and  then  moving  into  semi¬ 
nary  teaching,  but  I  think  there’s 
something  to  be  said  for  putting  26 
years  of  scholarship  into  practice  in 
a  local  congregation.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  added  that  he  does 


not  intend  to  sever  ties  with  Wes¬ 
ley,  where  for  the  past  decade  he 
has  been  pivotal  in  such  programs 
as  the  annual  Washington  semester 
that  introduces  United  Methodist 
seminarians  to  the  influence  of  the 
church  on  public  policy. 

“I  still  may  teach  a  class,  which 
the  seminary  was  kind  enough  to 
ask  me  to  do,”  he  explained. 

“But  Wesley  is  a  very  strong  sem¬ 
inary  now,  a  factor  that  makes  it 
both  easier  for  me  to  go  to  Foundry 
and  more  difficult  to  leave  behind 
so  many  exciting  developments.” 

Dr.  Wogaman  has  represented 
The  United  Methodist  Church  of¬ 
ten  in  the  areas  of  public  policy  and 
ethics.  He  chaired  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  task  force  studying  global  in¬ 
fant-formula  marketing  abuses. 
Currently  he  is  a  member  of  the 
churchwide  committee  to  Study 
Homosexuality. 
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3  sites  identified  as  biblical  Emmaus 


Pilgrims  looking  for  the  Judean  village  today  may 
have  some  trouble  finding  it.  Three  places  lay  claim 
to  the  site. 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

The  Bible  identifies  Emmaus  as 
the  place  where  Jesus  revealed  him¬ 
self  in  a  surprise  visit  to  two  people 
following  his  resurrection.  But  pil¬ 
grims  looking  for  the  Judean  village 
today  may  have  some  trouble  finding 
it.  Three  places  lay  claim  to  the  site. 

One  problem  in  determining 
which  location  is  correct  is  the  am¬ 
biguity  of  the  description  given  in 
Luke  24:13.  The  passage  puts  Em¬ 
maus  at  a  distance  from  Jerusalem 
but  doesn’t  say  in  which  direction. 

Further,  the  term  for  distance 
used  in  the  Greek  manuscripts — 
stadia,  which  refers  to  the  length  of 
a  running  track — has  varying  mea¬ 
surements,  depending  on  which  sta¬ 
dium  was  used  as  a  base. 


Finally,  the  early  manuscripts  of 
Luke’s  Gospel  differ  on  whether  the 
number  of  “stadia”  between  Em¬ 
maus  and  Jerusalem  was  60  or  160. 

Byzantine  Christians  agreed  that 
the  Emmaus  of  the  Gospel  was  the 
Greek  town  of  Nicopolis,  which  to¬ 
day  is  the  Arab  village  of  Anwas,  on  a 
road  linking  Jerusalem  and  Tel  Aviv. 

At  the  Anwas  site  today,  visitors 
may  examine  fragments  of  Roman 
mosaic  pavements  that  date  to  the 
3rd  and  4th  centuries.  Nearby  is  the 
foundation  of  a  Byzantine  baptistry. 

During  the  Middle  Ages,  for  rea¬ 


sons  unclear  today,  the  Crusaders 
maintained  that  the  correct  site  of 
Emmaus  was  the  village  of  Qiryat 
Yearim — today’s  Arab  village  of 
Abu-Gosh,  about  nine  miles  west  of 
Jerusalem. 

In  the  village  today,  visitors  are 
greeted  by  three  monks  who  live  in 
a  monastery  built  in  1899  for  a 
community  of  French  Benedictines. 
The  medieval  church  in  the  com¬ 
plex  dates  to  the  12th  century  and 
has  three  naves. 

Later  in  the  Middle  Ages  the  Cru¬ 
saders  picked  another  ancient  site, 


the  present  village  of  El-Qubeibeh, 
about  nine  miles  north  of  Jerusalem. 

Like  Abu-Gosh,  the  village  of  El- 
Qubeibeh  has  a  church.  The  present 
structure  was  built  by  Franciscans 
in  1901  above  the  ruins  of  a  Cru¬ 
sader  church  built  in  the  12th-cen¬ 
tury  style  of  southern  France. 

Fragments  of  apses,  walls  and 
squared  pillars  from  the  earlier 
structure  are  visible  inside  the  pres¬ 
ent  shrine. 

Among  things  to  see  in  this 
church  are  basements  that  are  said 
■to  have  been  from  the  house  of 
Cleopas,  one  of  the  two  disciples 
with  whom  Jesus  met  in  Emmaus. 

Do  the  basements  really  date 
back  to  the  time  of  Jesus?  The  an¬ 
swer  is  as  much  a  mystery  as  the  site 
of  Emmaus. 


Moment  of  inspiration  -  - 

'I  marveled  at  the  man's  courage' 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 
Religious  News  Service 

There  they  were — just  below  me 
and  to  the  right  as  I  drove  over  the 
broad  bridge  from  Liberty  Tower  to 
the  Port  of  Miami,  where  the  mas¬ 
sive  cruise  ships  cluster. 

There  they  were — three  small 
caravels,  tied  up  to  the  quay  along 
Bayside  Park. 

I  pulled  over  to  the  shoulder  and 
walked  to  the  low  wall  that  runs 
along  the  side  of  the  bridge  and  gazed 
down  at  the  replicas  of  the  Nifla,  the 
Pinta  and  the  Santa  Maria. 

They  had  arrived  the  day  before 
from  Huelva,  Spain,  the  port  city 
on  the  Tinto  River  from  which  their 
originals  had  sailed  500  years  earli¬ 
er  on  an  epic  voyage  of  discovery. 

On  that  first  voyage  in  1492  the 
ships  made  landfall  in  the  Bahamas, 
just  off  the  coast  of  Miami,  and 


then  chanced  onto  the  island  of 
Cuba  to  the  south. 

This  day  in  1992  thousands  of 
Cubans — descendants  of  Spanish 
colonists  of  that  lovely  “Pearl  of  the 
Antilles”  and  themselves  exiles-be- 
come-colonists  of  Miami  during  the 
past  three  decades — visited  these 
replicas  of  the  tiny  ships  that  linked 
forever  the  Old  World  to  the  New 
World. 

Checkered  reputation 

The  man  who  commanded  that 
small  fleet  had  a  checkered  reputa¬ 
tion  in  his  own  time.  A  Genoan 
who  failed  to  sell  his  dream  to  the 
king  of  Portugal,  he  barely  succeed¬ 
ed  with  the  rulers  of  a  newly  unified 
Christian  Spain. 

His  crew  nearly  revolted  after 
months  of  sailing  into  unknown  wa¬ 
ters. 


When  he  returned  to  report  his  dis¬ 
coveries,  he  was  feted  and  made  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  oceans  and  governor 
general  of  the  colonies  he  established. 

Yet  in  five  voyages  he  failed  in 
his  vision  of  sailing  west  from  Ibe¬ 
ria  to  the  Spice  Islands  and  was  at 
best  a  lackluster  governor. 

Removed  from  office  in  disgrace, 
he  died  forgotten  in  near  poverty. 

Honored  in  America 

For  generations  he  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  in  America,  claimed  by  Ital- 
ian-Americans  as  a  national  hero, 
and  had  cities,  counties,  a  federal 
district,  a  Canadian  province  and  a 
South  American  country  named  af¬ 
ter  him. 

Now,  in  another  twist  of  fortune, 
he  is  vilified  as  the  scourge  of  Na¬ 
tive  Americans. 

As  I  stood  on  that  bridge  and 


Now,  in  another  twist 
of  fortune,  he  is  vilified 
as  the  scourge  of  Native 
Americans. 


gazed  at  those  almost  toy-like  cara¬ 
vels,  I  set  aside  for  the  moment  all 
the  controversy  and  I  marveled  at 
the  courage  of  the  man,  his  captains 
and  the  crew. 

And  I  respect  such  quiet,  constant 
courage — a  quality  each  of  us  needs 
to  keep  on  sailing  for  months  on 
end  in  our  own  uncharted  waters. 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  is  director  of  development 
and  communications  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Community  Service  Agency  in 
Miami. 


History  of  Hymns 

Nieces'  deaths  led  to  special  words,  music 


There  is  a  place  of  quiet  rest, 

Near  to  the  heart  of  God; 

A  place  where  sin  cannot  molest, 

Near  to  the  heart  of  God. 

O  Jesus,  blest  Redeemer, 

Sent  from  the  heart  of  God. 

Hold  us  who  wait  before  thee 
Near  to  the  heart  of  God. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Cleland  B.  McAfee,  who  wrote 
these  lines,  was  on  the  faculty  of 
Park  College,  a  Presbyterian  school 


in  Parkville,  Mo.  He  served  as  col¬ 
lege  pastor  and  director  of  the  col¬ 
lege  choir. 

Frequently  he  would  write  the 
words  and  music  of  a  response  to  be 
sung  by  his  choir  appropriate  to  the 
theme  of  his  sermon. 

Tragedy  struck  Mr.  McAfee  and 
his  family  when  two  of  his  nieces 
died  of  diphtheria.  The  college 
community  was  stricken  with  grief, 
for  this  family  who  lived  in  Park¬ 
ville  belonged  to  their  congregation. 


In  the  midst  of  this  sorrow,  Mr. 
McAfee  wrote  the  words  and  music 
of  the  hymn  and  taught  it  to  the 
choir  at  the  regular  Saturday  eve¬ 
ning  rehearsal.  Later  that  evening 
they  sang  it  outside  the  darkened 
quarantined  house. 

At  the  communion  service  the 
next  morning  it  was  sung  to  bring 
comfort  to  the  saddened  hearts  of 
the  congregation. 

First  published  in  1903,  the  hymn 
has  found  acceptance  in  many  con¬ 


gregations  and  is  included  in  many 
hymnals  of  the  20th  century. 

Following  his  20  years  with  Park 
College,  Mr.  McAfee  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Presbyterian  churches  in  Chi¬ 
cago  and  Brooklyn. 

For  1 8  years  he  was  professor  of 
systematic  theology  at  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary,  Chicago.  He 
then  became  head  of  the  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling" 


Dear  Deborah  - 

Can  our  family  survive  another  canine? 


Dear  Deborah: 

We  got  a  dog  when  the  children 
were  small  and  she  was  like  one  of 
the  family. 

My  children  are  older  teens  now 
but  have  never  wanted  to  take  care 
of  her.  I  got  stuck  with  all  her  care. 

Our  dog  died  last  year  at  age  16. 
Now  the  children  and  my  husband 
want  another  dog.  I  like  dogs  but  I 
work  full  time  and  I  do  not  want  to 
take  care  of  another  dog. 

I  would  not  object  if  they  take 
care  of  her.  But  in  a  few  years  the 
older  two  will  be  going  to  college. 


Is  there  a  solution  here  or  should 
1  just  say  no? 

Mariann 

Dear  Mariann: 

Pets  do  seem  to  make  their  way 
into  our  hearts.  My  feelings  go  out  to 
all  of  you. 

Consider  getting  another  dog  if 
your  family  promises  to  take  care  of 
it.  Write  out  an  agreement  that  ev¬ 
eryone  can  sign. 

Specify  just  what  care  means,  who 
will  do  it,  how  often,  and  how  it  will 
be  monitored — for  example,  a 
check-off  chart  on  the  refrigerator . 


Specify  that  the  dog  goes  to  the 
humane  shelter  if  the  dog  is  not 
cared  for,  which  is  animal  abuse. 
Also  include  plans  for  the  dog  when 
they  go  to  college. 

All  you  have  to  do  is  monitor.  Al¬ 
low  only  one  slip  before  actually  tak¬ 
ing  the  dog  to  the  shelter.  Your 
family  might  be  able  to  get  her  back 
once  and  learn  their  lesson.  But  if 
you  cover  for  them,  they  will  know 
you  don  7  mean  it  and  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  you  again. 

Help  your  family  learn,  too,  that 
pets  and  other  animals  are  part  of 


God’s  kingdom.  Humans  who  accept 
responsibility  for  pets  must  remem¬ 
ber  that  this  is  a  part  of  their  stew¬ 
ardship  of  creation. 

The  hard  part  is  still  up  to  you. 
Maybe  it  is  easier  to  say  "no”  now. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Celebrating  25  years  of  reunification 

The  year  1992  has  taken  on  special  significance  for  Israel  as 
the  country  focuses  on  the  25th  year  of  reunification  of  one  of 
the  world's  most  sacred  cities,  lerusalem.  This  panoramic  view 
is  from  the  Mount  of  Olives. 


Review  - 

How  should  you  deal 
with  life/death  ethics? 

First  Do  No  Harm:  Wrestling  with 
the  New  Medicine's  Life  and  Death 
Dilemmas,  by  Bruce  Hilton  (Abing¬ 
don  Press  1991).  Paperback,  160 
pages. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Your  father  is  in  a  coma.  His  doc¬ 
tor  thinks  Dad  probably  won’t 
come  out  of  it.  Yet  he  could  survive 
for  months  if  he  continues  to  be  fed 
through  a  tube. 

Do  you  ask  the  doctor  to  remove 
the  tube? 

Your  newborn  baby  needs  a  heart 
transplant  or  she  will  die  within 
weeks.  Who  decides  who  gets  the 
limited  number  of  available  organs? 

You  and  your  spouse  are  consid¬ 
ering  seeking  a  surrogate  mother  to 
give  birth  to  a  child  for  you.  Is  this 
wrong? 

These  and  a  wide  range  of  other 
uncomfortable  questions  are  at  the 
heart  of  this  book’s  disturbing  ex¬ 
ploration  of  bioethical  issues  from  a 
Christian  perspective. 

Disturbing  as  it  is,  the  book  none¬ 
theless  ought  to  be  required  reading 
for  adult  Sunday  school  classes. 

Protestants  and  the  city: 
Uneasy,  ancient  alliance 

By  RANDALL  BALMER  were  pouring  into  American  cities. 

Religious  News  Service  The  population  of  northern  cities 

It’s  not  often  that  a  sermon  had  accelerated  rapidly  in  the  de¬ 
changes  the  course  of  history,  but  cades  following  the  Civil  War. 

100  years  ago  the  Rev.  Charles  H.  From  1860  to  1890  the  popula- 
Parkhurst  preached  one  that  did.  tion  of  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
On  Valentine’s  Day  in  1892,  Dr.  Baltimore  doubled.  Kansas  City 
Parkhurst,  then  an  obscure  Presby-  and  Detroit  grew  fourfold;  Chicago 
terian  clergyman,  unleashed  a  blis-  tenfold, 
tering  attack  against  the  New  York 

police.  He  said  that  corrupt  police  New  arrivals  threatening 
officials  allowed  brothels,  opium  While  some  of  this  increase  was 
lairs  and  gambling  houses  to  oper-  due  to  the  migration  of  freedmen 
ate  freely  in  Manhattan.  from  the  South,  most  immigrants 

came  from  central  and  eastern  Eu- 
Triggered  reform  movement  rope.  Protestants  found  these  new 
In  calling  attention  to  the  prob-  arrivals  especially  threatening  be- 
lem,  Dr.  Parkhurst,  pastor  of  Madi-  cause  most  were  Jews  or  Catholics 
son  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  who  did  not  share  evangelical  scru- 
triggered  a  reform  movement  that  pies  about  temperance, 
eventually  toppled  the  Tammany  In  a  memorable  passage  from 
Hall  political  machine  and  provid-  “How  the  Other  Half  Lives,”  pub- 
ed  Theodore  Roosevelt,  one  of  the  fished  in  1 890,  Jacob  Riis  tried  to 
reformers,  with  a  political  momen-  compute  the  ratio  of  churches  to 
turn  that  carried  him  all  the  way  to  taverns  in  New  York  City  south  of 
the  White  House.  14th  Street.  He  counted  1 1 1  Protes- 

The  reforms  also  led  to  the  ex-  tant  churches  and  4,065  saloons, 
pansion  of  New  York  in  1898  from  Mr.  Riis  and  Dr.  Parkhurst  and 
the  island  of  Manhattan  into  its  other  clergy  sensed  that  the  Protestant 
present  form,  a  five-borough  city  hegemony  over  American  culture  was 
that  includes  Brooklyn,  Queens,  weakening.  The  cities  had  become,  in 
Staten  Island  and  the  Bronx.  their  eyes,  habitations  of  evil  rather 

His  campaign  against  political  than  the  outposts  of  Zion  they  had  en- 
corruption  betrayed  a  Protestant  visioned  earlier  in  the  19th  century, 
suspicion  of  urban  fife,  pervasive  at  That  suspicion  of  the  city  persist- 
the  time,  that  endures  today.  ed  among  many  evangelicals  in  the 

He  excoriated  leaders  of  Tamma-  20th  century, 
ny  Hall  and  the  police  department  When  the  firebrand  fundamental- 
as  “a  lying,  perjured,  rum-soaked  ist  John  Roach  Stratton  condemned 
and  libidinous  lot.”  1  the  evils  of  New  York,  he  called  his 

His  homiletical  attack,  he  said,  book  on  the  subject  “Fighting  the 
was  motivated  by  the  conviction  Devil  in  Modem  Babylon.” 
that  it  was  time  to  clean  up  “the  of-  More  recently,  when  Billy  Gra- 
ficial  and  administrative  criminal-  ham  conducted  his  crusade  in  Cen- 
ity  that  is  filthifying  our  entire  tral  Park  last  September,  he  was 
municipal  fife,  making  New  York  a  quick  to  catalog  the  miseries  and 
very  hotbed  of  knavery,  debauchery  depredations  of  New  York  City: 
and  bestiality.”  500,000  heroin  addicts,  60,000 

Why  such  venom?  Dr.  Parkhurst  homeless  and  annual  murder  rate  in 
and  other  Protestants  at  the  time  excess  of  2.000. 
felt  overwhelmed  by  the  influx  of  “New  Y ork  City  is  a  place  in  des- 

non-Protestant  immigrants  who  perate  spiritual  need,”  he  said. 


The  book  confronts  the  probability 
that  its  readers  will  be  called  upon  to 
make  Iife-and-death  decisions  for 
loved  ones  at  some  time.  Yet  it 
doesn’t  short-circuit  their  responsibil¬ 
ity  by  providing  pat  answers. 

Instead  the  book,  in  a  clear,  con¬ 
cise,  readable  style,  leads  readers 
through  bioethical  mazes  with  a  se¬ 
ries  of  trailblazing  questions  placed 
within  the  context  of  values  Chris¬ 
tians  bring  to  fife  decisions. 

The  author,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  who  is  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Center  for  Bioethics,  purposely 
wrote  in  such  a  way  as  to  spark  con¬ 
templation  by  individuals  and  discus¬ 
sion  by  groups  as  what  might  be  the 
most  ethically  appropriate  choices  in 
different  experiences. 

The  targeted  audience  is  laypeo- 
ple  who  need  an  introduction  to 
what  bioethical  issues  are  and  some 
basic  techniques  for  dealing  with 
those  issues. 

In  that  clearly  expressed  goal,  the 
book  succeeds  admirably. 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Of  The 

United  Methodist  Church 


Legislative  Liaison  Committee  States  Four  Major 
Areas  Of  Concern  For  The  1992  Legislative  Session: 


1.  COMMUNITY-BASED 
HEALTH  CARE  ISSUES 

A.  Position  of  the  General 
Conference,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church 

1.  Social  Principles  #72,  C 

“Rights  of  Children” 
1988  Discipline:  . 

children  have  rights  to 
food,  shelter,  clothing, 
health  care  and  emo¬ 
tional  well-being . . 

2.  Book  of  Resolutions, 

“Health  Care  Delivery 
Policy  Statement”  p. 
246:  . .  we  call  upon 

United  Methodists  in 
their  local  churches, 
districts  and  annual 
conferences,  in  organi¬ 
zation  and  agencies  to 
work  to  enlarge  the 
health  care  service 
choices  available  to 
people  everywhere  by 
supporting: . . .  commu¬ 
nity  health  programs 
which  assess  health 
needs  and  provide  pre¬ 
ventive,  primary,  and 
home  care  services.” 

B.  Background: 
Community-based  health 
care  (or  Community 
Health  Centers)  provide 
routine  and  preventative 
medical  services  such  as 
checkups,  monitoring 
chronic  diseases,  pre-natal 
and  well-baby  care,  pre¬ 
ventative  dental  services 
and  treatment  for  minor 
injuries  and  emergencies. 
Typical  providers  of  such 
services  are  family  physi¬ 
cians,  nurse-practioners, 
general  internists  and  the 
like.  Services  are  provided 
in  a  clinic  setting.  Clinics 


are  controlled  by  people  in 
the  community  (recipients 
of  clinic  services  tradition¬ 
ally  make  up  at  least  half 
of  the  board  of  directors). 

Services  are  made  avail¬ 
able  on  a  sliding  fee  scale 
and  no  one  is  turned 
away.  These  services  are 
primarily  (though  not  ex¬ 
clusively)  made  use  of  by 
the  uninsured,  low-income 
or  working  poor,  or  those 
who  simply  have  no  access 
to  a  source  for  routine 
medical  care.  To  date 
there  are  eight  such  feder¬ 
ally-funded  clinics  in  Lou¬ 
isiana. 

C.  Legislative  Objective 

For  state  monies  to  be 
made  available  for  new 
community-based  clinics 
or  for  the  expansion  of  ex¬ 
isting  centers. 

2.  EDUCATION  VOUCHERS 

A.  Position  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church: 

1.  Social  Principles,  #70, 
D,  “Education”  1988 
Discipline 

We  believe  responsi¬ 
bility  for  education 
rests  with  the  family, 
church,  and  the  govern¬ 
ment.  In  our  society 
this  function  can  best 
be  fulfilled  through 
public  policies  which 
insure  access  for  all  per¬ 
sons  to  free  public  ele¬ 
mentary  and  secondary 
schools  and  to  post  sec¬ 
ondary  schools  of  their 
choice. 

B.  Background: 

The  educational  vouch- 


Purpose  Statement 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Of  The 

United  Methodist  Church 


PURPOSE 

The  Purpose  of  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Liaison  Committee  shall 
be  to  bear  faithful  witness  to 
the  Christian  concerns  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  as  they  impact 
the  issues  faced  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature  of  the  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana. 

DUTIES 

—  study  the  positions  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
on  social  issues  as  written 
in  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
the  Social  Principles  and 
the  Book  of  Resolutions 
passed  by  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  on  any  such  posi¬ 
tions  taken  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

—  inform  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  (members,  local 
churches  and  agencies)  of 
the  positions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  issues 
of  social  importance  as  they 
relate  to  current  concerns 
within  the  life  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference 

—  assist  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  Bishop  and  Cabi¬ 
net,  and  other  Conference 
agencies  in  developing  rela¬ 
tionships  between  Louisi¬ 


ana  legislators  and  state 
officials  and  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  order  to  provide  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  relate  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Church  on 
social  issues 

—  monitor  legislative  activity 
of  particular  concern  to 
United  Methodists  and  in¬ 
form  the  church,  its  appro¬ 
priate  agencies,  and  its 
people,  of  the  significant 
legislative  issues  confront¬ 
ing  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  and  the  people  of 
Louisiana 

—  seek  to  involve  clergy  and 
laity  in  addressing  these  is¬ 
sues,  channeling  the  faith 
and  expertise  of  concerned 
individuals  and  agencies  to¬ 
ward  a  faithful  witness  and 
a  constructive  resolution  of 
the  issues 

—  communicate  the  position 
of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  to  the 
Legislature,  facilitate  the 
witness  of  others,  and  when 
appropriate,  encourage  the 
initiation  of  legislation  de¬ 
signed  to  effect  positive  so¬ 
cial  change  in  response  to 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 


er  system  proposed  for 
Louisiana  is  a  financial 
windfall  for  parents  of 
children  already  enrolled 
in  private  and  parochial 
schools.  A  voucher  is  the 
equivalent  of  a  state  cash 
grant  for  use  by  parents  as 
tuition  for  the  private  or 
parochial  school  in  which 
they  have  chosen  to  enroll 
their  children.  Vouchers 
would  be  available  only 
for  students  to  attend  pri¬ 
vate  and  parochial 
schools.  Thus  a  voucher 
system  amounts  to  a  sub¬ 
sidy  of  private  education 
while  penalizing  public 
education  by  taking  dol¬ 
lars  from  its  support. 

The  proposal  is  that 
vouchers  in  the  amount  of 
$1,500  per  student  be 
granted.  In  1991  there 
were  approximately 
90,000  enrolled  in  private 
and  parochial  schools. 
Thus  a  voucher  program 
would  cost  $135,000,000 
just  for  students  already 
attending  private  and  pa¬ 
rochial  schools. 

C.  Legislative  Objective 

The  key  to  better  educa¬ 
tion  for  all  children  in 
Louisiana  is  to  upgrade 
the  quality  of  education  in 
the  public  schools  rather 
than  diverting  millions  of 
dollars  to  parents  with 
children  already  enrolled 
in  private  and  parochial 
schools. 

The  Conference  office 
has  a  fifteen  minute  video 
tape,  produced  in  1990, 
about  education  vouchers. 
It  raises  critical  questions 


about  the  proposed  educa¬ 
tion  voucher  system.  The 
discussion  guide  helps 
open  the  issue  of  funding 
of  public  and  private  edu¬ 
cation,  of  church  and  state 
issues,  and  racial  desegre¬ 
gation.  This  video  would 
be  an  excellent  guide  for 
local  churches  who  desire 
to  consider  this  issue. 

3.  PRISON  LITERACY 

A.  Position  of  the  General 
Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church 

1.  Social  Principles,  #74, 
F,  “Criminal  Justice” 
1988  Discipline  “. . . 
We  urge  the  creation  of 
genuinely  new  systems 
for  the  care  and  support 
of  the  victims  of  crime, 
and  for  rehabilitation 
that  will  restore,  pre¬ 
serve,  and  nurture  the 
humanity  of  the  impris¬ 
oned.” 

B.  Background: 

A  pilot  program  funded 
by  the  Louisiana  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Employment  and 
Training  under  the  Joint 
Training  Partnership  Act 
(JTPA)  has  been  initiated 
in  Louisiana.  The  pro¬ 
gram’s  philosophy  and 
goals  maintain  that  in¬ 
mates  can  learn  positive 
behaviors  during  the  in¬ 
carceration  experience 
thereby  reducing  the  inci¬ 
dences  of  recidivism.  Pro¬ 
gram  components  include 
an  individually  focused 
approach  to  literacy  en¬ 
hancement  through 

unique  learning  style  ap¬ 
proaches,  pre-release  plan- 
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PROGRAM: 

12:30  Lunch  ($6.00) 

1:15  Issues  coming  up  in  1992  Session 
2:30  Effective  Lobbying  Skills 
3:00  Dialogue  with  state  leaders 
4:00  Adjourn 

930  North  Boulevard 
383-4777 

Please  make  a  reservation  for  lunch. 


Education  Vouchers: 

This  fifteen-minute  video  tape,  produced  in  1990,  raises  critical 
questions  about  the  proposed  education  voucher  system.  The  discus¬ 
sion  guide  helps  open  the  issue  of  funding  of  public  and  private  educa¬ 
tion,  church  and  state  issues,  and  racial  re-segregation.  Copies  of  the 
video  are  available  from  the  Conference  Audio-video  library  and  the 
office  of  each  District  Superintendent. 


ning  and  after  care, 
substance  abuse  training, 
and  recognition  of  addic¬ 
tive  behavioral  patterns 
through  the  development 
of  “community  building 
workshops”  which  begin 
with  a  two  and  one-half 
day  group  session  and  are 
maintained  weekly  by 
maintenance  counselors. 

Initial  data  shows  a  po¬ 
tentially  significant  de¬ 
crease  in  the  recidivism 
rate  for  those  inmates  who 
have  completed  a  “com¬ 
munity  group  experi¬ 
ence.” 

The  cost  of  incarcera¬ 
tion  per  individual  for  the 
state  is  great  and  the  cost 
effective  program  such  as 
this  pilot  program  will  as¬ 
sist  in  keeping  individuals 
out  of  custody  and  in  pro¬ 
ductive  roles  within  the 
community.  This  unique 
program  model  offers  the 
opportunity  to  reduce  re¬ 
cidivism,  teach  self  digni¬ 
ty  and  self  respect,  point 
out  to  the  inmate  the  dis¬ 
cipline  for  living  a  success¬ 
ful  life  in  society  and 
offers  in  conjunction  with 
ongoing  prison  operations 
an  opportunity  for  suc¬ 


cess. 

C.  Legislative  Objectives 
To  support  funding  for 
the  expansion  of  this  pilot 
project  into  other  prisons 
in  Louisiana. 

4.  Gambling 

A.  Position  of  the  General 
Conference,  The  United 
Methodist  Church: 

1.  Social  Principles  #73, 
G,  “Gambling”  1988 
Discipline 

Gambling  is  a  men¬ 
ace  to  society,  deadly  to 
the  best  interest  of  mor¬ 
al,  social,  economic, 
and  spiritual  life  and 
destructive  of  good  gov¬ 
ernment. 

B.  Background 

Louisiana  now  has  a  lot¬ 
tery  and  other  forms  of  le¬ 
galized  gambling.  In  this 
session  of  the  Legislature 
land  based  and  water 
based  casino  gambling  will 
be  considered. 

C.  Legislative  Objective 

To  prevent  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  gambling  opportu¬ 
nities  and  work  to  remove 
the  present  structure 
which  makes  gambling  le¬ 
gal  and  possible  in  our  so¬ 
ciety. 


OUR  VIEWS 

Basic  education 
is  the  chief  need 

Another  issue  worthy  of  study  and  discussion  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists  is  the  proposal  for  Alternative  Curriculum.  The  proposal  is 
not  endorsed  by  the  committee,  but  we  feel  it  merits  careful  con¬ 
sideration.  The  editorial  reprinted  below  from  the  July  19,  1990 
edition  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Morning  Advocate,  states  well  the 
case  for  the  Alternative  Curriculum. 


A  recent  poll  of  executives  at  major  U.S.  companies  has  turned  up  a 
worrisome,  albeit  not  surprising,  attitude  of  business  leaders  toward 
high  school  education  in  the  U.S. 


The  poll  indicates  that  64  percent  of  the  respondents  are  not  happy 
with  the  reading,  writing  and  reasoning  abilities  of  high  school  gradu¬ 
ates  entering  the  work  force. 

Pollsters  surveyed  officers  who  are  either  directly  or  indirectly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  recruitment  of  workers  at  the  1,200  largest  U.S.  cor¬ 
porations. 

The  people  of  Louisiana  have  had  the  same  worries  about  our  educa¬ 
tional  process  for  some  time.  Those  feelings  contributed  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  Board  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  to  toughen 
requirements  for  obtaining  a  high  school  diploma. 

As  things  now  stand,  students  must  pass  23  units  to  graduate,  in¬ 
cluding  four  units  of  English,  three  each  of  math  and  science  and  a 
half-unit  of  computer  literacy.  We  believe  these  requirements  are  a 
step  in  the  direction  of  adequately  preparing  all  students  —  including 
those  who  do  not  plan  to  attend  college. 

The  survey  was  conducted  by  the  National  Alliance  of  Business. 
William  Kolberg,  the  president  of  the  Alliance,  said  the  results  should 
be  of  concern  for  everyone  —  parents,  employers  and  the  students 
themselves. 


“We  are  on  a  collision  course  with  the  reality  that  America  is  devel¬ 
oping  a  second-class  work  force  whose  best  feature  in  the  future  will  be 
low  pay,”  Kolberg  said.  “Low  skill  means  low  pay.” 

Kolberg  said  about  82  million  U.S.  jobs  don’t  require  a  college  edu¬ 
cation.  But  he  warned  that  unless  the  U.S.  develops  new  attitudes  and 
approaches  for  educating  those  who  do  not  plan  to  attend  college,  fill¬ 
ing  those  jobs  in  the  future  may  prove  impossible. 

At  a  minimum,  he  said,  workers  should  be  able  to  read  above  a  sev¬ 
enth-grade  level  and  to  compute  math  problems  at  higher  than  a  fifth- 
grade  level.  Companies  now  have  to  interview  seven  or  eight 
applicants  just  to  find  one  who  is  qualified,  Kolberg  said. 

Kolberg  is  not  talking  about  increasing  trade  school  training.  Busi¬ 
ness  wants  workers  with  a  solid  grounding  in  basic  education.  Workers 
like  that  can  be  much  more  easily  trained  by  business. 

If  our  children  are  provided  with  a  sound  basic  education,  not  only 
will  they  be  able  to  absorb  whatever  training  is  necessary  for  their  cho¬ 
sen  fields,  but  they  will  have  a  greater  flexibility  in  choosing  that  field. 
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To  Become 
An  Inviting 
Church 


I  had  the  privilege  of  consecrating  a  beautiful  new  sanctuary  at  New¬ 
man  UMC,  Alexandria,  on  Sunday,  March  1.  There  was  a  standing 
room  only  crowd  of  over  750  as  this  historically  black  church,  built  37 
years  ago  by  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  celebrated  the  completion  of  its 
new  location  and  building. 

I  thought  long  and  hard  about  what  I  should  say  to  that  congregation 
and  what  word  God  wanted  spoken  to  Louisiana  United  Methodists  in 
this  time. 

As  with  the  prophets  of  old,  the  word  of  God  came  to  me  with  clarity 
and  focus. 

1.  God  wants  us  to  be  an  incarnational  church.  That  means  our  sole 
reason  for  being  is  to  incorporate  the  Spirit  of  Christ  within  the  life  of 
the  church  in  order  to  share  it  outside  of  the  church.  We  are  His  body, 
and  as  we  gather  corporately  to  worship,  be  nurtured,  and  join  in  mis¬ 
sion  together,  we  do  so  as  the  visible  manifestation  of  Christ’s  body  in 
today’s  world.  God  wants  us  to  be  a  faithful  expression  of  the  spirit  of 
the  resurrected  Lord. 

2.  God  wants  us  to  be  an  encouraging  church.  Paul  said  that  we  are 
to  encourage,  edify  and  build  each  other  up  as  Christ  has  done  for  us. 
Therefore  conflicts  within  a  congregation,  whatever  the  source  and 
however  intense,  always  take  a  secondary  place  to  our  responsibility  to 
nurture  one  another.  I  weep  when  I  enter  some  congregations  and  see 
lifeless  worship  and  no  sense  of  joyous  sharing  within  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  We  cannot  expect  to  draw  others  into  our  fellowship  if  we  cannot 
be  those  of  whom  it  is  said,  “See  how  those  Christians  love  one  anoth- 


3.  God  wants  us  to  be  an  inviting  church.  If  we  are  incarnational  and 
nurturing  then  we  will  be  an  inviting  church;  all  of  us  are  baptized  into 
the  ministry  of  the  laity!  The  Alban  Institute  recently  completed  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  newcomers  in  22  congregations  of  various  denominations  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  Philadelphia  and  Atlanta.  They  asked  these  new  church 
members,  “What  brought  you  to  this  church?”  Two  percent  said  they 
saw  an  advertisement.  Six  percent  were  invited  by  the  pastor.  Six  per¬ 
cent  were  contacted  through  an  organized  outreach  program  of  the 
church  and  86  percent  were  invited  by  a  friend  or  family  member.  It  is 
so  obvious  that  it  is  almost  embarrassing  to  repeat,  but  it  is  a  lesson 
that  today’s  church  must  learn  if  it  is  to  go  forward  with  strength.  A 
church  that  is  not  an  inviting  church  will  soon  be  a  dead  church.  If 
members  do  not  feel  strong  enough  about  their  own  faith  and  their  con¬ 
gregation  to  invite  family  members  and  friends  to  be  a  part  of  the  heav¬ 
enly  feast  of  God’s  salvation,  then  the  church  has  lost  its  mainspring 
and  has  no  reason  for  being. 

I  am  in  process  of  completing  my  Shepherd’s  Visits  to  all  the  local 
churches  in  Louisiana  United  Methodism.  Wherever  I  have  found  an 
alive  missional  congregation,  I  have  found  an  incarnational  fellowship, 
an  encouraging  fellowship  and  an  inviting  fellowship. 
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April  Conference  Calendar 


April  1992 
2 

2 

3-5 

4 
7-8 
8 

10-11 

11 

11 
12 
19 
19 
21 
22-23 
24-26 

25 


26 

24-May  1 
30-May  3 


Conference  Worship  Committee,  Headquarters  Build¬ 
ing,  Baton  Rouge,  10  a.m. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  Board  of  Trustees,  Baton 
Rouge,  noon 

United  Methodist  Women,  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Fairmont  Hotel,  Dallas 

Conference  Board  of  Laity,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  9  a.m. 
Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  Head¬ 
quarters  Building,  2  p.m. 

Retreat  for  Spouses  of  Clergy,  Tall  Timbers  Center,  Al¬ 
exandria 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Spring  Meeting,  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  9:30  a.m.  to  noon. 

Acadiana  District  Board  of  Laity  Luncheon,  noon 

Passion/Palm  Sunday 

Easter 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 
All-Conference  Golf  Tournament,  Toro  Hills 
Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  9  a.m. 

21st  National  Conference,  District  Presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  Nashville 

General/Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegate  Meeting, 
First  Church,  Alexandria,  10  a.m.  Open  Hearing  on  Is¬ 
sues 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 
Council  of  Bishops,  Lexington,  KY. 

Cursillo  No.  28,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 


St.  Francisville  Parsonage 
and  UMC  Are  Historic 


Around  State 

Lenten  Tree  and  Cross 
'Forty  Days  of  Love' 

Are  Easter  Preparations 


By  Dotty  Bagbey 

Associate  Editor 

Lent  is  a  special  season  in  United 
Methodist  Churches  as  preparation 
for  Easter  is  made.  Lenten  activities 
around  the  Conference  are  varied 
and  include  special  programs,  stud¬ 
ies  and  worship. 

The  word,  “Lent”  comes  •  from 
the  old  Anglo-Saxon  word  which 
means  “to  lengthen,”  The  Rev. 
John  R.  Johns,  pastor  of  Jefferson, 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  told  his  con¬ 
gregation.  “This  is  a  time  for  us  to 
grow  in  Christ.  Grow  ...  so  that 
you  would  really  hear  and  see  Jesus 
on  the  cross  dying  for  you  and 
bringing  life  to  you  at  Easter.” 

Instead  of  “What  are  you  giving 
up  for  Lent?”  Dr.  Charles  P.  Sim¬ 
mons,  senior  pastor,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  asked  his  con¬ 
gregation,  "What  are  you  taking  up 
for  Lent?”  He  said,  “Lent  is  a  time 
for  taking  up  something  that  will 
add  a  new  dimension  to  our  theo¬ 
logical  vision  and  new  depth  to  our 
spiritual  foundation.” 

Commit  to  Worship 

Simmons  made  some  suggestions: 
Take  at  least  an  hour  of  the  Lenten 
Sundays  and  commit  to  consistent 
worship;  spend  time  in  volunteer 
work  that  helps  someone;  attend 
midweek  meditation  and  dedicate  a 
time  daily  for  prayerful  meditation, 
and  participate  in  the  “Giving  Tree” 
activities  of  the  church  or  the  special 
experiences  planned  for  Maundy 
Thursday  and  Good  Friday. 

“The  Lenten  Tree”  incorporates 
some  of  Simmons’  suggestions  and 
is  similar  to  the  “Journey  of  Love” 
being  taken  by  members  of  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC  in  LakeCharles. 

The  senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  Lael  S. 
Jones,  and  the  Education  Commit¬ 
tee  suggested  some  significant  expe¬ 
riences  "which  can  make  this  season 
meaningful  for  you  and  those 


around  you.”  Every  child,  teenager 
and  adult  is  asked  to  participate. 

Acts  of  Kindness 

The  first  week  was  “The  Hand  of 
Love,”  during  which  one  wrote  at 
least  one  letter  to  someone  they 
love.  The  next  week  for  the  “Voice 
of  Love,”  members  telephoned  two 
or  three  persons  to  chat  with  them 
and  invite  them  to  church  and  so  on 
through  the  weeks,  doing  special 
acts  of  kindness. 

At  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist, 
Shreveport,  the  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
asked  his  congregation  to  join  him  in 
trying  something  different  for  Lent.  He 
calls  it  “Forty  Days  of  Love.” 

“Each  week  we  offer  a  different 
part  of  ourselves  to  be  used  by 
God,”  he  explained.  One  week  he  in¬ 
vited  members  to  see  someone  they 
had  been  intending  to  see  but  had 
put  it  off.  “It  may  be  a  shut-in  or  a 
friend  you’ve  lost  contact  with,”  he 
said,  “This  Lent,  let’s  get  back  to 
God’s  business  of  reconciliation.” 

Calendar  of  Preparation 

Dr.  Alan  Dee  Einsel,  pastor,  and 
Barbara  Einsel,  diaconal  minister, 
both  at  Lake  Vista  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  gave  members  a  Lenten  Cal¬ 
endar  of  40  things  they  could  do 
during  the  season.  One  of  them  was 
to  find  out  what  happened  on 
Maundy  Thursday  by  reading  Luke 
22:7-20.  Others  included  “find  a 
butterfly  to  watch”  and  “pray  for  a 
joyous  Easter.” 

The  church  has  a  Lenten  cross  on 
the  altar  with  six  purple  candles 
representing  the  six  weeks  of  Lent 
as  a  time  of  preparation  for  Easter. 
Each  Sunday,  an  additional  candle 
will  be  lighted  as  a  reminder  of 
some  significant  symbol  of  the  sea¬ 
son.  In  the  middle  is  a  white  Christ 
candle  symbolizing  the  purity  and 
joy  of  Easter. 


Successful  Food  Lift 
Involves  Entire  State 


When  St.  Francisville  UMC  ex¬ 
panded  its  facilities,  it  purchased 
the  historical  house  next  door  to  the 
sanctuary. 

Now,  three  years  later  the  house 
has  been  renovated  and  is  in  use  as 
a  parsonage  and  parlor. 

The  building,  the  Robb  House, 
built  in  1895,  is  located  on  Royal 
Street  which  is  listed  in  the  Nation¬ 
al  Register  of  Historic  Places,  so  it 
is  automatically  listed  in  the  regis¬ 
ter. 


The  parsonage  occupies  the  back 
half  of  the  first  floor  and  the  entire 
second  floor.  The  parlors  are  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  front  half  of  the  ground 
floor  and  are  used  for  Sunday 
school  classes  and  receptions. 

Both  the  building  and  the  church 
were  on  West  Feliciana  Parish’s 
21st  annual  Audubon  Pilgrimage 
last  weekend.  “The  church  is  always 
on  the  tour  along  with  other 
churches  in  town,”  said  the  Rev. 
Harold  Babin,  the  pastor. 


The  28th  annual  Jackson  Assem¬ 
bly  Antique  Show  and  Sale  in  Jack- 
son,  La.,  this  weekend,  March 
27-29,  will  focus  on  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  Centenary  College  of  Loui¬ 
siana  in  that  community. 

Established  in  1825  as  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Louisiana  in  Jackson,  the 
school  merged  in  1 848  with  Cente- 
nary  College,  which  had  been 
founded  six  years  earlier  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  Miss.,  according  to  Centenary's 
Office  of  Public  Relations. 

Viewed  during  the  assembly’s 
show  will  be  the  historic  site  and 
west  wing  of  the  college  in  Jackson, 
built  in  1837.  They  will  be  shown  to 


The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  LEFT,  of  Shreveport,  the  Rev.  Robert  W. 
Peterson  of  Kenner,  CENTER,  and  the  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir, 
RIGHT,  superintendent  of  the  Alexandria  District,  pack  a  box  of 
food  for  Russians  of  Ekaterinburg.  Gathered  around  are  some  of  the 
other  state  and  district  chairpersons  for  the  Russia  Emergency  Food 
Lift  that  is  to  be  completed  in  Louisiana  Conference  Friday,  March 
27. 

United  Methodists  and  other  persons  from  around  the  state 
helped  to  make  the  effort  a  big  success. 

Public  Invited  To  Attend 
Inauguration  Ceremonies 
For  Centenary  President 


Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Schwab  will  be 
inaugurated  as  the  34th  president  of 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  on 
Thursday,  April  9. 

The  ceremony,  free  and  open  to 
the  public,  will  be  held  at  1 1  a.m.  in 
the  Gold  Dome  on  the  campus. 

Delegates  of  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  from  throughout  the  United 
States  have  been  invited  to  march 
in  the  formal  academic  procession 
with  Centenary  trustees,  faculty, 
staff  and  graduating  seniors. 

Speaker  Chosen 

The  inaugural  address  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  by  Dr.  William  R.  Rogers, 
president  of  Guilford  College  in 
Greensboro,  NC. 

Before  going  to  Guilford,  Rogers 
held  an  endowed  chair  at  Harvard 
University  as  Parkman  Professor  of 
Religion  and  Psychology.  Awarded 
a  Ph.  D.  by  University  of  Chicago 
in  1965,  he  has  written  numerous 
articles  and  several  books.  He  has 
received  awards  from  Danforth 
Foundation  Fellowship,  Harvard, 
and  Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 
Founded  in  1837,  Guilford  College 
is  the  oldest  coeducational  college 
in  the  south  and  the  third  oldest  in 
the  nation. 


Prior  to  his  appointment  at  Cen¬ 
tenary,  Dr.  Schwab  was  executive 
vice  president  for  Administration  at 
the  University  of  South  Carolina  in 
Columbia  and  also  served  as  execu¬ 
tive  assistant  to  the  president  for 
Institutional  Planning. 

New  President's  Education 

Schwab  earned  a  B.S.  degree  from 
Purdue  University,  a  master  of  edu¬ 
cation  degree  from  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  —  Greensboro 
and  a  doctor  of  education  degree 
from  Indiana  University. 

He  studied  at  the  Center  for  Cre¬ 
ative  Leadership  in  Greensboro, 
Johns  Hopkins  University  and  Har¬ 
vard  University.  He  was  awarded 
an  American  Council  on  Education 
Fellowship  in  Academic  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

He  is  an  active  United  Methodist 
layman.  He  and  wife,  Patricia,  have 
three  sons. 

A  Methodist-related  college,  Cen¬ 
tenary  is  nationally  recognized  as 
one  of  America’s  outstanding  col¬ 
leges  by  Money  Magazine,  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report  and  Best 
Buys  Among  American  Colleges  and 
Universities. 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1992 

Baptism:  The  Water  and  the  Spirit 


Pictured  during  the  recent  dedication  of  the  newly  remodeled  Mt. 
Vernon  UMC  in  Gray,  are  FRONT  ROW,  FROM  LEIT,  Carolyn  Rich¬ 
ardson;  the  Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  superintendent,  Acadiana 
District;  Marilyn  B.  Oden;  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Louisiana  Area; 
and  BACK  ROW,  FROM  LEFT,  the  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan,  associate 
director,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  and  the  Rev.  lames  N. 
Kirk,  Mt.  Vernon  pastor. 

This  Weekend 

Jackson  Assembly  Show 
To  Focus  on  Centenary 


the  public  from  1  to  5  p.m.  Satur¬ 
day,  March  28.  Tickets  are  $4  and 
are  good  for  all  three  days. 

“There  will  be  exhibitions  on  edu¬ 
cation  and  what  Centenary  was  like 
during  its  early  days,”  Joe  Anne  Con¬ 
nell,  a  member  of  the  assembly,  said. 

After  the  merger,  the  college  con¬ 
tinued  to  operate  in  Jackson.  Short¬ 
ly  before  the  Civil  War,  about  250 
students  and  1 1  faculty  members 
were  on  campus.  The  school  closed 
during  the  war.  The  minute  book  of 
Oct.  7,  1861,  reflects  the  dramatic 
event.  Across  an  entire  page  is  writ¬ 
ten,  “Students  have  all  gone  to  war. 
College  suspended  and  God  help 
the  right!” 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  third  in 
a  series  of  articles  on  issues  to  be  vot¬ 
ed  on  at  the  General  Conference  in 
May.  This  article .  is  by  the  Rev. 
William  D.  Peeples,  pastor,  First 
UMC,  West  Monroe,  ministerial 
delegate  from  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference 
created  The 
Committee  To 
Study  Baptism 
and  Its  Relation 
to  Conformation 
and  the  Other 
Rites  of  the 
Church.  Coming 
to  the  May  ses¬ 
sion  of  General  William  D.  Peeples 
Conference,  the  report  is  titled, 
“The  Water  and  the  Spirit,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Understanding  of 
Baptism.” 

The  report  begins  with  the  history 
and  development  of  Baptism  in  the 
United  Methodist  tradition,  taking 
into  account  the  sacramental  influ¬ 
ence  of  Wesley  and  the  experimen- 
tal  influence  of  the  American 
Methodist  movement. 

Mark  Trotter,  chairperson  of  the 
committee,  said,  “The  paper  is  a  se¬ 
rious  attempt  to  restore  the  Wesley¬ 
an  and  orthodox  Christian 
emphasis  on  God’s  initiative  and 
our  response  as  the  twofold  act  of 
Christian  formation.  On  the  one 


hand  baptism  is  seen  as  a  recogni¬ 
tion  of  God’s  gift  of  grace  to  every¬ 
one  and  on  the  other  a  response  to 
that  grace  is  seen  as  necessary.” 

New  in  the  report  for  United 
Methodism  will  be  the  proposal 
that  Baptism  constitutes  member¬ 
ship  in  the  community  of  faith  and 
that  the  ritual  of  Confirmation  be 
changed  to  a  nine  word  phrase:  Pro¬ 
fession  of  the  Faith  into  which  we 
were  Baptized. 

The  emphasis  is  not  on  gaining 
members,  but  with  owning  one’s 
own  faith. 

The  report  holds  to  the  tradition¬ 
al  Christian  view  that  Baptism  is 
not  our  choosing  God,  but  the  rec¬ 
ognizing  of  God’s  act  of  choosing  us 
once  and  for  all.  Re-baptizing 
would  be  mockery  of  God’s  cove¬ 
nant  with  his  people. 

However,  the  report  does  support 
the  "re-affirmation  of  faith  as  a  hu¬ 
man  response  to  God’s  grace  and 
may  be  repeated  at  any  point  in  a 
person's  journey”  as  is  provided  in 
the  ritual  in  the  1988  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal. 

It  was  this  service  in  which  we  all 
shared  at  The  Gathering  last  year 
and  then  came  back  home  and 
shared  within  our  congregation. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
will  receive  the  report  from  the 
committee  with  the  proposal  that 
all  United  Methodists  join  in  a 
study  and  discussion  of  the  report 
during  the  next  quadrennium. 


Pastors  To  Appear  Before  Board 


The  Rev.  John  M.  Lee,  registrar, 
has  announced  the  schedule  of  in¬ 
terviews  for  local  pastors  to  appear 
before  the  Conference  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry.  The  interviews  are 
for  all  local  pastors  enrolled  in  the 
Course  of  Study  School. 

On  Monday,  March  30,  at  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  Monroe  District 
pastors  will  be  interviewed  at  9:30 
a.m.,  Ruston  District  at  1 1  a.m.  and 
Shreveport  District  at  2  p.m. 

At  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 


Tuesday,  March  31,  pastors  from 
the  following  districts  will  be  inter¬ 
viewed:  Acadiana,  9:30  a.m.;  Alex¬ 
andria,  1 1  a.m.  and  Lake  Charles,  2 
p.m. 

Other  interviews  will  be  held  in 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  on 
Wednesday,  April  1.  Pastors  and 
districts  are  scheduled  as  follows: 
Baton  Rouge,  9:30  a.m.;  New  Or¬ 
leans,  1 1  a.m.  and  North  Shore,  2 
p.m. 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial; 


Faith  forum 


Let  us  pray — and  play 


As  Christians,  we  routinely  hear 
the  following  invitation  to  com¬ 
mune  with  God:  “Let  us  pray.” 

Rarely,  however,  are  we  invited 
to  spend  time  with  God  via  these 
words:  "Let  us  play.” 

Too  bad. 

That  was  our  response  after  ex¬ 
amining  a  recently  published  book 
whose  contents  and  theme  merit 
wider  attention  than  they’re  likely 
to  receive. 

The  book,  “Playing  with  God”  by 
Jean  Morman  Unsworth  (Chicago: 
ACTA  Publications),  is  a  creative 
example  of  its  own  title. 

Each  unnumbered  page  is  a  play¬ 
ful  work  of  art.  Through  colorful 
words  and  images,  readers  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  “play”  with  God,  that  is,  to 
break  out  of  routine  patterns  of 
worship  and  reflection  and  envision 
novel  ways  of  relating  to  God. 

For  example,  one  page  shows  a 
drawing  of  two  hands  touching,  the 
number  “911”  and  a  message  bottle 
floating  at  sea.  Readers  are  chal¬ 
lenged  to  “Invent  your  own  meta¬ 
phors  for  prayer.” 

Another  page  contains  a  drawing 
of  a  leaf.  Readers  are  invited  to 
“take  a  touch  walk”  of  a  leaf,  a  pet¬ 
al  or  a  pine  cone.  Readers  are  re¬ 
minded.  too,  that  “Prayer  can  start 
in  your  fingertips  and  reach  directly 


into  your  heart.” 

Obviously,  these  are  unconven¬ 
tional  approaches  to  deepening  life’s 
spiritual  dimension.  Like  any  other 
approach  to  that  goal,  they  will  work 
for  some  but  won't  work  for  others. 

Overall,  however,  they  point  to 
an  oft-ignored  side  of  the  Christian 
life,  namely,  the  imaginative,  cre¬ 
ative,  playful  side  that  says,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  “It’s  OK  to  have  fun — indeed, 
it’s  more  than  OK.  Through  play¬ 
fulness  and  fun,  we  open  ourselves 
to  unexpected,  fresh  experiences  of 
God’s  grace  and  goodness.” 

Protestant  Christians  have  been 
accused  of  harboring  the  “haunting 
fear  that  someone,  somewhere  is 
having  fun.” 

Overstatement  though  the  accu¬ 
sation  is,  it  contains  a  kernel  of  un- 
unflattering  truth:  Christianity  all 
too  often  is  equated  with  the  oppo¬ 
site  of  playfulness. 

By  contrast,  Jesus’  parables  wit¬ 
ness  to  one  having  a  playful  side. 
His  unlikely  images  of  divine  reality 
show  him,  in  effect,  to  be  “playing 
with  God.” 

Seriousness  has  its  place  in  the 
Christian  life.  Indeed,  our  times  cry 
out  for  sober  Christians  willing  to 
be  disciplined  and  rigorous  in  ap¬ 
plying  the  Bible’s  wisdom  to  a  mor- 


Pages  such  as  this  one  from  a  recently  published  book,  "Playing  with  God,"  are  creative  examples  of 
the  book's  title.  They  point  to  an  oft-ignored  side  of  the  Christian  life,  namely,  the  imaginative,  cre¬ 
ative,  playful  side. 

ally  and  spiritually  confused  world,  ative  efforts  to  touch  life’s  depths.  consistent,  unrelieved  seriousness. 

But  the  welcome  message  of  this  Through  such,  the  divine  spirit  Let  us  pray,  certainly, 

new  book,  “Playing  with  God,”  is  works  with  our  spirit  to  tap  fountains  But  let  us  not  forget  to  play  as 

that  God  also  needs  our  playful,  ere-  of  truth  otherwise  stifled  by  a  too-  well. 


What  do  you  thinks  - 

Readers  reflect  on  response  to  healing 

" The  healing  service  shows  congregations  that 
individuals  truly  need  others,  engaged  in  a  common 
search,  to  help  them  find  inner  peace  and  healing." 

— Joann  S.  Abbott 


God  move. 

John  W.  Bardsley 
Jonesville,  Virginia 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  Report¬ 
er  invited  readers  to  tell  why 
you  think  a  recent  editorial 
and  related  column  regarding 
healing  drew  an  unusually 
large  and  positive  response 
(see  UMR  editorial,  March  6). 

Your  editorials  and  report  on 
what  the  response  has  been  to 
your  healing  service  experience 
have  not  surprised  me  at  all. 

In  the  1 1  years  since  my  ordina¬ 
tion,  many  people  have  crossed 
my  path.  It  is  axiomatic  that 
where  there  is  brokenness,  there  is 
receptivity  to  ministry.  My  obser¬ 
vation  is  that,  too  often,  it  is  in 
that  very  brokenness  that  the 
church  is  most  reluctant  to  pro¬ 
claim  its  healing  gospel. 

How  many  churches  embrace 
the  homeless?  Who  seeks  the  visi¬ 
tation  of  those  mainstreamed 
from  state  mental  health  facilities? 

In  the  few  churches  where  the 
minister  at  the  time  of  the  pastoral 
prayer  says  by  name  those  who  are 
hospitalized,  grieving,  just  bom  or 
just  married,  how  few  of  those  will 
dare  to  mention  in  prayer  those 
who  are  just  divorced? 

People  in  the  church  have  real 
needs  that  are  all-too-frequently 
ignored  in  the  mainline  tradi¬ 
tion.  That  can  be  changed  with 
just  the  kind  of  worship  shared 
by  the  Reporter  staff. 

Genuine  encounter  with  God, 
when  at  a  moment  of  brokenness 
one  is  made  whole,  gives  exciting 
new  meaning  to  salvation.  It 
gives  new  life  to  worship  and 


communion — and  community. 

“Behold.  I  make  all  things 
new”  is  the  promise.  Sharing 
your  experience  of  healing  was 
God  working  through  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  unique  ministry  to  con¬ 
firm  one  more  time  that  the 
promise  is  true. 

Walter  Reed 
Columbia,  Missouri 

Thanks  for  your  witness 

Thank  you  for  your  effective 
witness  to  the  healing  presence  of 
Christ  in  the  church  today.  I  es¬ 
pecially  appreciated  Cynthia  B. 
Astle’s  column,  “Sacramental  fo¬ 
cus  prepared  me  for  surgery”  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  21). 

As  the  director  of  healing  min¬ 
istries  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  read  that  article  to  my 
last  three  workshops,  holding 
that  experience  up  as  an  excellent 
example  of  authentic,  wholistic, 
Christ-centered  healing  ministry. 

1  am  not  surprised  that  your 
office  has  received  many  re¬ 
quests  for  more  information  re¬ 
lated  to  the  service  of 
communion  and  anointing  with 
oil.  You  have  given  us  an  excel¬ 
lent  example  of  seeking  the  best 
medical  care  and  the  best  spiritu¬ 
al  care  combined. 

James  F.  Wagner 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

You  struck  a  chord 

Regarding  the  March  6  editorial 
headlined,  “What  bells  rang  and 
why?”,  the  “bell  rung”  was  a  deep 
seated  and  not  oft-spoken  cry  for 
help  which  our  particular  church 


has  not.  as  a  whole,  been  meeting. 

My  wife  and  I  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  International  Order  of 
St.  Luke  the  Physician  for  many 
years  and  were  able  to  initiate  a 
healing  service  in  our  previous 
parishes. 

When  we  were  assigned  to  our 
present  congregation,  we  found 
the  people  unfamiliar  with  the 
Order  of  St.  Luke  or  the  healing 
service. 

So,  we  decided  to  begin  with  a 
prayer  service,  fully  expecting 
that  it  would  be  along  the  more 
traditional  and  familiar  lines. 
However,  at  the  very  first  one,  the 
Spirit  moved  me  to  ask  if  anyone 
needed  a  prayer  or  wished  to  ex¬ 
press  a  concern  to  come  to  the 
chancel  rail  so  we  would  pray 
about  it!  Everyone  came! 

Though  the  numbers  are  not 
large,  the  requests  in  our  prayer 
box  are  increasing! 

There  have  been  people  who 
have  done  solid  research  both 
from  a  religious  viewpoint  as  well 
as  a  secular  viewpoint.  Our  young 
family  physician  in  a  previous  par¬ 
ish  (a  deeply  spiritual  United 
Methodist )  began  to  refer  patients 
by  simply  saying,  “The  pastor 
(meaning,  of  course,  the  church) 
has  something  you  need.” 

You  have  struck  a  responsive 
chord!  In  such  ways  does  our 


Can  we  accept  the  truth? 

In  response  to  your  March  6 
editorial  headlined,  “What  rang 
bells  and  why,”  I  believe  your 
healing  service  editorial  and  col¬ 
umn  rang  bells  for  me  and  others 
because  the  healing  service  pro¬ 
vides  a  way  for  us  to  express  out- 
wardly  our  inner  desire  to 
become  well. 

It  allows  us  to  step  beyond  our 
fear  and  put  trust  in  Christ’s  prom¬ 
ise,  “Ask  and  you  shall  receive.” 

Someone  has  said:  “The  cure 
for  all  the  ills  and  wrongs,  the 
cares,  the  sorrows  and  the  crimes 
of  humanity,  all  lie  in  one  word: 
‘love.’  It  is  the  divine  vitality  that 
everywhere  produces  and  restores 
life.  To  each  and  every  one  of  us, 
it  gives  the  power  of  working  mir¬ 
acles  if  we  will.” 

It  is  from  my  own  experience 
that  I  understand  this  “summum 
bonum”  is  obtained  in  its  fullest 
measure  when  God,  who  is  Love, 
comes  to  dwell  in  the  man  or 
woman  who  opens  the  door  or 
their  heart.  Nothing  less  than  the 
divine  indwelling  will  suffice  when 
the  individual  finds  himself  in  the 
strong  current  of  temptation. 

The  healing  service  shows  con- 


service 

gregations  that  individuals  truly 
need  others,  engaged  in  a  com¬ 
mon  search,  to  help  them  find  in¬ 
ner  peace  and  healing. 

For  denominations,  the  meaning 
is  much  larger  Christ  said  we 
would  do  greater  things  than  He 
has  done.  Can  we  accept  this  truth? 
Joann  S.  Abbott 
Lawrenceburg,  Tennessee 

Personal  ministry  needed 

I  think  your  editorial  brought 
such  a  response  because  readers 
feel  a  need  for  a  real,  personal 
ministry. 

I  am  an  Episcopalian.  About 
1 0  years  ago,  due  to  a  move  and 
a  change  in  my  life,  I  decided  to 
attend  church  with  my  many 
United  Methodist  friends. 

It  was  a  beautiful  church,  the 
pastor  was  an  outstanding 
preacher,  the  choir  was  talented. 
I  attended  every  Sunday  for 
about  six  months.  During  that 
time  I  felt  that  I  was  a  spectator 
at  a  religious  performance.  I 
could  not  feel  involved. 

I  returned  to  the  Episcopal 
church.  The  building  was  not  as 
large  or  as  beautiful.  Sometimes 
the  priest  gave  an  uninspired  ser¬ 
mon.  The  choir  was  small  in  num¬ 
ber.  But  I  felt  I  was  contributing 
myself  to  the  worship.  My  prayers 
had  meaning. 

I  just  think  there  may  be  a 
hunger  for  more  personal  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  worship  and 
less  sitting  back  and  watching  the 
pastor  and  choir  perform. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


God  gives 

Regarding  the  March  6  letter 
headlined,  “Is  God  a  tyrant?”:  Acts 
16:25-34  confirms  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam’s  position  that  you  cannot 
be  saved  without  personally  accept¬ 
ing  Jesus. 

The  key  verses  are  30  and  31: 
“. . .  and  brought  them  out,  and 
said,  Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be 
saved?  And  they  said,  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 


us  choice 

shalt  be  saved,  and  thy  house.” 

Jesus’  parable  in  Luke  12:47-48 
tells  us  that  a  servant  who  knew  his 
lord's  will  and  did  not  do  it  “shall 
be  beaten  with  many  stripes.” 

But  a  person  who  knew  not  his 
lord’s  will  and  “did  commit  things 
worthy  of  stripes  shall  be  beaten 
with  few  stripes.”  I  believe  this  in¬ 
dicates  God  will  make  allowances 
on  Judgment  Day  for  unbelievers 
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of  accepting  or  rejecting  Jesus 


who  have  not  had  the  opportunity 
to  become  Christians. 

I  believe  God  will  give  these  peo¬ 
ple  the  choice  of  accepting  or  reject¬ 
ing  him. 

“God  is  love”  (1  John  4:8b). 
Winifred  Weins 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Believe  God! 

Letter  writer  Brian  McCarthy 
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must  employ  a  standard  other  than 
the  Bible  to  speak  to  the  question, 
“Can  you  be  saved  without  person¬ 
ally  accepting  Jesus?”  (see  UMR, 
March  6). 

The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  an¬ 
swered  the  question  with  a  “No.” 
He  obviously  used  the  standard  and 
authority  of  God’s  Word  for  his 
conclusion.  Jesus  himself  said  it 
first:  “Except  a  man  be  bom  again, 
he  cannot  see  the  Kingdom  of 
God.” 

If  Mr.  McCarthy  believes  that  an¬ 
swering  this  question  in  the  nega¬ 
tive  will  affect  United  Methodism 
“at  a  terrible  cost,”  he  does  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  “terrible  cost”  God 
paid  for  the  salvation  of  all  human¬ 
kind.  That  inestimable  cost  to  God 
was  the  life  blood  of  his  only  be¬ 
loved  Son.  It  will  cost  United  Meth¬ 
odism  its  very  existence,  as  well  it 
should,  if  this  thinking  is  approved. 

None  of  us  should  believe  with¬ 
out  question  and  proof  even  the 
dear,  faithful  Maxie  D.  Dunnams  of 
the  world.  Believe  God!  and  his  in¬ 
fallible  Word  to  our  hearts. 


Jesus  said  in  prayer  to  his  Father, 
“Thy  Word  is  truth”  (John  1 7: 1 7). 

Margaret  L.  McKee 
Penn  Yan,  New  Jersey 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  eternal  God  is  your  dwell¬ 
ing  place,  and  underneath  are  the 
everlasting  arms  . . .” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Genesis  9:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  30 

Monday:  Psalms  34:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  34:9-22 
Wednesday:  Joshua  5:9-12 
Thursday:  Luke  15:1-3 
Friday:  Luke  1 5: 1 1-32 
Saturday:  2  Corinthians  5:11-15 
Sunday:  2  Corinthians  5:16-21 
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Here  I  Stand. 
It's  time  for  us 
to  debate  merit 
of  term  bishops 

BY  CHARLES  M.  BRYAN 

General  Conference  is  always  in¬ 
undated  with  many  petitions.  There 
are  always  so  many  issues  which 
cannot  be  fully  debated  in  the  brief 
time  of  the  sessions. 

Yet  there  is  one  issue  that  has  not 
been  debated  or  seriously  consid¬ 
ered  in  recent  years. 

This  is  the  matter  of  a  term  epis¬ 
copacy. 

A  petition  has  been  forwarded  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  con¬ 
cerning  this  issue.  It  calls  for  a  study 
commission  to  examine  again  this 
matter.  The  proposal  is  that  an  equal 
number  of  lay  and  clerical  delegates, 
five  from  each  of  the  jurisdictions,  be 
appointed  to  study  the  issue.  Three 
members  of  the  Council  of  Bishops 
would  also  be  included. 

Empowered  to  study  issue 

The  study  group  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  study  the  issue  with  the 
view  of  moving  toward  a  term  epis¬ 
copacy.  A  person  would  be  elected 
for  a  term  of  eight  years.  There 
would  be  a  four  year  waiting  before 
the  person  could  be  re-elected. 

Membership  on  the  Council  and 
College  of  Bishops  would  be  limited 
to  active  bishops.  They  would  be  re¬ 
assigned  to  the  conference  from 
which  they  were  elected  following 
their  term  of  office. 

Such  a  proposal  has  much  to 
commend  it.  As  a  matter  of  simple 
economics,  it  would  reduce  the 
costs  when  the  Council  or  College 
of  Bishops  met. 

Such  a  proposal  would  encourage 
the  election  of  younger  episcopal 
leaders  and  would  provide  for  an 
assessment  period  prior  to  possible 
re-election. 

We  made  poor  choices 

Over  recent  years  I  have  talked 
with  ministers  in  four  of  our  five 
U.S.  jurisdictions.  It  was  by  no 
means  a  scientific  or  comprehen¬ 
sive  survey.  Some  interesting  re¬ 
sponses  were  made. 

The  consensus  of  opinion  was 
that  between  one-third  and  one-half 
the  time  we  have  made  rather  poor 
choices  in  our  elections.  This  has 
led  to  a  view  that  we  should  elect 
persons  as  bishops  who  could  serve 
eight  years  at  most. 

Current  legislation  elects  them 
for  life.  There  is  no  opportunity  to 
reevaluate  their  effectiveness.  The 
costs  of  keeping  them  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil  and  College  of  Bishops  is  a  heavy 
expense  to  the  church. 

Not  recently  debated 

General  Conference  has  wrestled 
with  issues  related  to  ministry  for 
several  quadrennia.  Yet  this  issue  has 
not  been  debated  in  recent  years. 

Term  episcopacy  has  much  to 
commend  it.  It  worked  well  on  the 
mission  field  and  in  the  former 
Evangelical  Uniled  Brethren  tradi¬ 
tion.  It  is  worth  serious  study  by  the 
whole  church  and  deserves  the  at¬ 
tention  of  delegates  this  year. 

" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum 
through  which  Reporter  readers 
may  express  opinions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Charles  M.  Bryan  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee  (Holston  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  7S266-027S. 
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EPIC  VOTE  HAILED:  The  epic  vote 

March  1 7  by  white  citizens  of  South  Africa  sup¬ 
porting  President  F.W.  de 
Klerk’s  racial  reform  pro¬ 
cess  provides  a  “green 
light”  to  move  ahead 
against  apartheid,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  head  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa.  “We  are 
very  happy  that  this  is  the 
result,”  Presiding  Bishop  Bishop  Mogoba 
M.  Stanley  Mogoba  of  Durban,  South  Africa, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  in  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview.  “I  believe  this  is  definitely  the 
last  racially  separate  election  or  vote.”  Bishop 
Mogoba  said  he  personally  made  telephone  calls 
to  church  members  urging  a  yes  vote.  The  bish¬ 
op  called  on  the  churches  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  “to  continue  praying  for  us.” 

RESTRICTING  RELIGION:  Freedom  of 

religion  in  Israel  is  being  restricted,  and  Chris¬ 
tians  and  church  leaders  there  are  being  ha¬ 
rassed  and  humiliated,  according  to  sources 
cited  by  the  World  Methodist  Council’s  general 
secretary.  “The  reality  is  that  only  Jews  possess 
first-class  citizenship,”  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale  said 
as  he  departed  for  Jerusalem  March  12  to  at- 
lend  an  international  Methodist-Anglican  dia¬ 
logue.  A  real  threat  is,  he  added,  that  someday 
only  the  historic  Christian  shrines  will  remain 
in  Israel,  “without  a  living,  vital  Christian  com¬ 
munity  to  interpret  their  meaning.” 

AIDS  MINISTRIES  GRANTS:  The 

AIDS  Task  Force  of  the  United  Methodist  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference  recently  presented 
three  AIDS  grant  checks  for  $500  each  to 
groups  providing  services  to  AIDS/HIV  pa¬ 
tients,  their  families  and  caregivers  in  that  re¬ 
gion.  The  grants  come  from  a  special  AIDS 
crisis  fund  set  up  by  the  task  force. 

MORE  MONEY  FOR  MISSION: 

Leaders  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  chief 
program  coordinating  agency  agreed  recently 
that  they  would  like  to  spend  less  money  on 
meetings  and  more  on  mission.  But  after  dis¬ 
cussing  a  proposal  in  that  direction,  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  deferred  any  specific  recommenda¬ 
tions  until  after  the  church's  legislative  General 
Conference  meets  May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Sprague  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
who  introduced  the  proposition,  also  suggested 
similar  adjustments  by  decision-making  groups 
at  all  levels  of  the  church. 


Congregations  'connecting'  worldwide 


First  'Connecting  Congregations' 
Launched  by  World  Methodist  Council 


Christ  UMC,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla. 
First  UMC,  Dallas 
Marysville  UMC,  Marysville,  Ohio 
Frazer  Memorial  UMC, 
Montgomery,  Ala. 

Christ  UMC,  Memphis 
Central  United  Protestant  Church, 
Richland,  Wash. 

First  UMC,  Statesboro,  Ga. 

First  UMC,  Houston 


New  Czech  Churches 

Zdar 

Blansko 

Brno 

Tranava 

Mlchalovce 

Nove  Mesto  (Moravia) 
Znomo 

8th  to  be  announced 


U  S.  Churches 
Awaiting  Assignment 
Northside  UMC,  Atlanta 
First  UMC,  Tulsa,  Okla. 
First  UMC,  Enterprise,  Ala. 
First  UMC,  Stuart,  Fla. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Why  should  we  get  involved? 


"...  A  powerful  witness  for  the  Wesleyan 
movement  worldwide." 

— Richard  Wills 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Your  congregation  may  soon 
be  able  to  “connect”  with  anoth¬ 
er  Methodist  church  somewhere 
in  the  world. 

As  starters,  12  U.S.  United 
Methodist  congregations  have 
volunteered  to  be  linked  with 
eight  newly  founded  United 
Methodist  congregations  in 
Czechoslovakia.  It’s  part  of  a 
new  program,  “Connecting  Con¬ 
gregations,”  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

“Connecting  Congregations”  is 
one  of  four  parts  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  “Dawning 
Millennium  for  Evangelism” 
program  unveiled  last  summer  at 
the  16th  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  in  Singapore. 

Link  in  mutual  mission 

“Connecting  Congregations” 
was  inspired  by  events  of  the  past 
18  months  in  which  Methodist 
congregations  worldwide — some¬ 
times  through  their  relationships 
in  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil — have  begun  to  link  up  with 
one  another  in  mutual  mission, 
said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox, 
world  evangelism  director  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  31). 

Announcement  of  the  new 
Czechoslovakian  congregations 
was  made  jointly  by  Dr.  Fox  and 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Hein¬ 
rich  Bolleter  (Central  and  South¬ 
ern  Europe  Area). 

'Movement  of  the  Spirit' 

The  new  congregations  repre¬ 
sent  a  20  percent  increase  in  the 
number  of  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Czechslovakia,  from  40 
to  48.  The  new  congregations 
and  their  leaders  are  under  Bish¬ 
op  Bolleter’s  administration. 

The  bishop  said:  “We  are 
grateful  for  the  movement  of  the 
Spirit  in  our  church  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  and  in  World  Method¬ 
ism  which  makes  possible  this 
bold  step  for  Christ.  Nine 
Czechoslovakian  lay  leaders  are 
ready  to  leave  the  work  they  have 


done  until  now  to  serve  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  with  the  new  congrega¬ 
tions.” 

The  Czechoslovakian  congre¬ 
gations  were  developed  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  meetings  in  late  1991 
among  Dr.  Fox,  Czechoslovakian 
District  Superintendent  Josef 
Cervenak,  and  the  Rev.  Maxie 
D.  Dunnam,  chairman  of  the 
World  Methodist  evangelism 
committee. 

Dr.  Fox  said  the  immediate 
launching  of  the  "Connecting 
Congregations”  program  with 
the  new  Czech  congregations  was 
fostered  by  Phillip  Connolly,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  from 
Marysville,  Ohio,  and  a  member 
of  the  council’s  World  Evange¬ 
lism  Committee. 

Talks  under  way 

Talks  are  under  way  to  start 
more  congregations  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  as  well  as  in  Yugoslavia, 
Latvia  and  other  eastern  Europe¬ 
an  countries,  Dr.  Fox  added. 

Once  founded  locally,  often 
with  the  help  of  evangelists 
trained  by  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute,  the  congre¬ 
gations  are  to  be  linked  with 
Methodist  congregations  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

Should  go  worldwide 

Dr.  Fox  said  that  while  eastern 
Europe  is  an  area  of  emphasis  at 
this  time,  “Connecting  Congre¬ 
gations”  is  intended  as  a  world¬ 
wide  program. 

Describing  the  “Connecting 
Congregations”  concept.  Dr.  Fox 
said  the  goal  is  to  link  established 
congregations  with  new  churches 
in  mutual  ministry. 

Initially,  established  congrega¬ 
tions  may  provide  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  the  new  congregations, 
but  the  emphasis  will  be  equal 
exchanges  such  as  regular  prayer 
for  one  another,  fellowship 
through  letters  and  visits  and  ex¬ 
changing  mission  teams. 

For  information  on  "Connecting  Con¬ 
gregations,"  contact  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox,  World  Evangelism  Director,  World 
Methodist  Council,  1008  19th  Ave.  S., 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37212-2166. 


Why  would  a  local  congregation 
get  involved  in  something  like 
“Connecting  Congregations?” 

Senior  pastors  of  two  of  the 
participating  congregations  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  Reporter  their  mo¬ 
tivation  for  taking  part  in  the 
new  program. 

The  Rev.  John  Ed  Mathison, 
senior  pastor  of  Frazer  Memorial 
UMC  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  said 
the  program  seems  to  him  to  be 
an  opportunity  for  “hands-on, 
one-on-one”  mission. 

“Our  church  has  a  high  degree 
of  commitment  to  missions — 28 
percent  of  our  budget  goes  to 
missions,”  he  continued.  “When 
you  can  get  one  church  directly 
linked  to  another,  there  is  lots  of 
interchange,  not  just  in  money 
but  in  people  and  talents.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  Wills,  senior 
pastor  of  Christ  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church  in  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  said  he  was  inspired  to  join 
“Connecting  Congregations”  by 
his  experience  last  May  at  a 
World  Methodist  evangelism  in¬ 
stitute  in  South  Africa. 

“I  was  deeply  touched  by  what 
the  indigenous  churches  shared 
with  me  as  a  North  American,” 
he  explained.  “As  a  result  of  that 
contact,  we’ve  had  a  South  Afri¬ 
can  pastor  with  us  since  January, 
teaching  us  how  to  set  up  Wes¬ 
leyan  fellowship  groups.” 

When  the  Fort  Lauderdale 
congregation  learned  of  the 
“Connecting”  program,  the 


members  became  “absolutely  ex¬ 
cited,”  Dr.  Wills  added. 

“Every  Sunday  school  class, 
from  the  very  smallest,  has 
prayed  and  committed  itself  to  a 
certain  amount  to  support  the 
Czechoslovakian  church.  Every¬ 
one  is  praying  for  new  churches 
in  Czechoslovakia. 

“Our  folks  are  so  excited  that 
some  who  travel  to  Europe  on 
business  are  planning  to  visit  the 
Czechoslovakian  congregations. 

“This  new  effort  is  a  powerful 
witness  for  the  Wesleyan  move¬ 
ment  in  the  world.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  for 
new  and  growing  church  in  South  Ft.  Myers, 
Florida.  Will  assist  in  pastoral  visits  to  sick  and 
prospective  members,  help  organize  Shepherding 
Program.  Position  to  begin  in  fall  of  1992.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  James  E.  Lake,  15690  McGregor 
Blvd.,  Ft.  Myers,  FL  33908. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN  S  Min¬ 
istries  position.  Suburban  South  Florida.  Large, 
growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400 
North  35lh  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021.  Call 
(305)989-8304. 

WANTED  FULL-TIME  YOUTH/Program  Direc¬ 
tor.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Larry  Williams,  700  West 
8th,  El  Dorado,  AR  7 1 730,  or  call  (50 1 )  862-4242. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  for 
2,000-member  church  in  a  university  communi¬ 
ty.  Excellent  potential  for  programming.  Experi¬ 
ence  desired.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Send 
resume:  Rev.  Carl  Bray,  P.O.  Box  3846,  Bryan, 
TX  77805.  Position  open  February  1,  1992. 

MISSIONARIES  NEEDED  FOR  RUSSIA.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  willing  to  go  to  Russia  to  start  and 
pastor  churches;  to  disciple  new  Christians;  to 
work  with  Sunday  Schools  and  youth.  Prior 
knowledge  of  Russian  not  required.  Call  (214) 
242-7631,  United  Methodists  in  Mission  To  Rus¬ 
sia  for  additional  details. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Youth 
Ministries  for  church  of  1200.  Primary  responsibil¬ 
ity  will  be  music,  including  children's,  youth,  sane- 
tuary  and  bell  choirs.  Multi-staff  environment.  Sal¬ 
ary  dependent  upon -education,  experience  and 
ability.  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to:  Rev.  Joe 
Wood,  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  for  exciting, 
growing  1,500-member  church.  Send  resumes  by 
April  15  to:  Lakeridge  United  Methodist  Church, 
4701  82nd  Street,  Lubbock,  TX  79424. 

DCE.  GROWING,  VITAL  1  700-MEMBER 
church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children’s,  young  adult  and  family  ministries, 
plus  adult  Sunday  School.  Requires  proven  expe¬ 
rience,  enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers;  relate  to  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  other  slafT  and  a  dedicated  Christian 
discipleship.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Fountain  City  UMC,  212  Hotel  Ave., 
Knoxville,  TN  37918.  1 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES 
for  1000-member  church.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  directing  preschool/daycare  program.  Sala- 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume:  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  P.O.  Box  9 1 1 ,  Athens,  TX  7575 1 . 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  part-time 
Organist  in  a  growing  and  versatile  fully-graded 
music  program  of  1700-member  UMC,  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM.  Call  Sue  Stanley  (505)  883-9717. 

YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  growing  800-member  church  beginning  June, 
1992.  Could  also  include  music  ministry  respon¬ 
sibilities  if  interested.  Job  description  and  salary 
negotiable  based  on  talents  and  experience.  Send 
resumes  to:  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar,  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC,  1500  Country  Club  Road,  Lake 
Charles,  LA  70605,  or  call  (318)  474-1500. 

WANTED—  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  be  Caretaker  of  beautiful  historic  chapel  in 
secluded  area  of  East  Texas.  Nice  home  furnished 
in  exchange  for  light  duty.  For  details  call:  Aldous 
at  (409)  560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  639-6902. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  WISCONSIN  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Foundation.  Applications  available 
from  Rev.  Donald  G.  Stannard,  127  South  Sec¬ 
ond  Street,  River  Falls,  WI  54022.  Phone:  (715) 
425-6233.  Deadline  4/15/92. 

ASSISTANT  RISK  MANAGER.  Working 
knowledge  of  The  United  Methodist  Church:  3 
years  experience  in  some  aspect  of  risk  manage¬ 
ment,  insurance  of  finance:  IL  Producers’  license 
for  property,  casualty,  health,  life  and  accident 
required  (may  be  obtained  after  employment). 
Excellent  benefits.  Apply  by  letter  and  resume  to: 
Director  of  Human  Resources,  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  1200  Davis,  Ev¬ 
anston,  IL  60201.  Deadline  April  10.  1992.  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. 

FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Re- 
producible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimburse¬ 
ments,  contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volun¬ 
teers  to  boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to: 
Free  Forms,  Volunteer  Impact  Press,  929-A  S. 
Crockett.  Sherman.  TX  75090-7927. 

TRAVEL  TO  SCANDINAVIA,  and  Holland  s 
World  Flower  Exposition  (Floriadc),  June  23- 
July  7,  $2,995.  For  brochure  contact:  Rev.  Bob 
Peake,  (918)  747-1097  or  5634  S.  Pittsburg,  Tul¬ 
sa,  OK  74135. 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATIONAL  AND  Youth 
Ministries.  Large  membership  church  in  greater 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  area.  Must  be  team  work¬ 
er  eager  to  work  with  established  programs;  re¬ 
cruit,  train  and  support  many  volunteers;  be  will¬ 
ing  to  engage  in  “hands  on’’  ministries  of 
teaching,  fellowship  and  counseling  and  provide 
vision  For  the  future  of  educational  and  youth 
work  in  the  congregation.  Theological  education 
preferred.  Only  experienced  candidates  need  ap- 
ply.  Salary  negotiable  $25,000-$30,000  commen- 
surate  with  experience  plus  travel,  health  insur¬ 
ance  and  moving  costs.  For  job  description  and 
application  form  please  write  or  phone:  Rev. 
Frank  Gaylord,  121  Wisconsin  Ave.,  Waukesha, 
WI  53186.  Telephone  (414)  542-4256. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  by  3100- 
member  church,  Dallas/Fort  Worth  metro.  Multi¬ 
ple  staff  with  strong  music  ministry.  Diaconal  or 
ordained  send  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
FUMC,  530  Elm  Street.  Hurst.  TX  76053.  Nego¬ 
tiable  salary  plus  benefits. 

KNOW  SOMEONE  WHO  HAS  CANCER?  Give 
them  inspiration  through  my  book  “Lady  of  the 
Lord,"  one  who  has  lived  with  cancer  8  years.  Cost 
$22.40  including  shipping/handling.  Contact:  Fay 
Brown,  Star  Route,  Channing,  TX  790 1 8. 

ANNMARIES  SPECIALTIES  heirloom  style 
Christening  dresses.  When  you  become  a  parent, 
you  embark  on  a  wonderous  journey  of  discovery 
and  joy.  We’d  like  to  be  able  to  share  with  you 
one  of  the  first  of  these  special  times.  For  bro¬ 
chure  call:  (214)  279-0876. 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  bedroom.  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY:  Tri-Vista 
Condo.  For  sale  by  owner.  3  bedroom,  2  bath, 
downstairs  unit.  Call  Bob  Bowling:  day  (404) 
923-1403;  night  (404)  921-0794. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507.  \ 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/rc- 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 
15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation. 
(817)458-4844. 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Air-condition¬ 
ed  lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger 
cookout,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call: 
(501) 253-8418  today! 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  S3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians'  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun- 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


Discipleship:  Unbalanced  without  justice? 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

How  was  your  discipleship  this 
week? 

Did  you  pray  and  read  scripture 
daily?  Attend  worship  Sunday? 
Help  someone  in  need? 

Small  groups  of  United  Methodists 
in  more  than  1,000  congregations 
across  the  nation  are  asking  each  oth¬ 
er  questions  like  this  every  week. 

Called  Covenant  Discipleship 
groups,  these  groups  of  five  or  six 
local  church  members  agree  (cove¬ 
nant)  to  practice  their  discipleship 
each  week  and  to  hold  one  another 
accountable  via  weekly  meetings. 

But  even  if  you  answered  “yes” 
to  every  question,  that  may  not  be 
enough,  according  to  the  Rev.  Phyl¬ 
lis  Tyler-Wayman,  director  of  Cov¬ 
enant  Discipleship,  a  program  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship. 

What  is  needed  is  more  active  in¬ 
volvement  injustice  issues,  she  told 
some  60  participants  at  a  regional 
Covenant  Discipleship  meeting  in 
West  Covina,  Calif.,  March  14-15. 

Justice,  she  says,  is  rightly  restor¬ 
ing  that  which  has  been  taken  away. 

Not  universally  popular 

“You  cannot  ignore  the  poor,” 
she  continued.  “You  cannot  ignore 
the  systems  that  oppress  people.” 


Dr.  Tyler-Wayman  acknowledges 
that  such  a  suggestion  will  not  be 
universally  applauded  in  the 
church. 

“The  church  does  not  have  a 
problem  with  compassion,”  she  told 
the  Reporter.  “We  want  to  help 
those  in  distress.  But  it’s  when  we 
address  the  causes  of  suffering  by 
trying  to  change  systems  that 
church  people  have  problems.” 

Justice  is  often  misunderstood, 
she  said.  And  when  it  is  understood, 
“it  frightens  people.” 

And  justice  isn’t  the  only  thing 
often  misunderstood,  said  a  key¬ 
note  speaker,  the  Rev.  Theodore 
Jennings. 

Discipleship  itself  is  not  under¬ 
stood  in  a  biblical  sense,  he  asserted. 

Dr.  Jennings,  who  stirred  contro¬ 
versy  in  at  least  one  other  recent  na¬ 
tional  church  meeting  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  28),  is  a  United  Methodist  fac¬ 
ulty  member  on  the  Chicago  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  faculty  and  the 
author  of  eight  books  including 
“Good  News  to  the  Poor.” 

“We  so  easily  suppose  that  disci¬ 
pleship  is  consistent  with  being  a 
pillar  of  society,  an  upholder  of  the 
work  ethic  and  family  values,  but 
this  is  not  what  the  Gospel  tells  us,” 
he  said. 

A  disciple,  in  the  New  Testament, 
refers  to  a  student,  Dr.  Jennings 
continued,  one  who  learns  the  art  of 


Membership  drop  among 
least  in  22-year  history 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  membership  in 
the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
during  1990  apparently  experienced 
one  of  the  smallest  declines  in  the 
church’s  22-year  history  of  losses. 

Membership  at  the  end  of  that 
year — latest  total  available — was 
8,853,455,  according  to  official  sta¬ 
tistics. 

The  totals  count  more  than 
41,000  clergy  in  the  United  States 
and  other  countries.  Not  included 
are  3,946  on  military  personnel 
rolls;  1.4  million  “preparatory 
members”  (usually  baptized  chil¬ 
dren)  and  1.3  million  persons  on  a 
“constituency  roll.” 


The  U.S.  total  is  a  decrease  of 
55,286  from  1989,  according  to  re¬ 
ports  released  through  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  111. 

The  membership  count  for  1991 
will  be  available  later  this  year. 

The  1990  membership  decline  is 
the  third  lowest  since  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  in 
1 968  through  union  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  and  Methodist 
churches. 

At  its  peak  the  denomination 
counted  approximately  1 1  million 
members. 


life  from  a  teacher. 

Jesus  did  not  instruct  his  disci¬ 
ples  to  attend  church  or  synagogue 
but  to  attend  to  the  hungry  and  na¬ 
ked,  he  said. 

Witness  equals  martyr 

Jesus  calls  disciples  to  leave  fam¬ 
ily  and  work,  sell  all  of  their  posses¬ 
sions,  give  the  money  to  the  poor, 
take  up  their  cross  and  follow 
him — to  their  death,  he  said. 

“To  be  a  disciple  is  to  be  a  wit¬ 
ness,”  he  said,  “and  the  word  for 
witness  is  martyr. . . . 

“If  this  difference  between  our 
discipleship  and  theirs  leads  us  to 
try  to  defend  our  own,  then  it  will 
be  catastrophic.  For  the  only  liber¬ 
ating  response  to  this  difference  is 
one  of  confession  and  repentance.” 

Dr.  Jennings'  words  held  most  of 
the  audience  spellbound.  Some 
were  vocally  enthusiastic  about  the 
presentation. 

Others,  while  admiring  the  schol¬ 
arship  and  delivery  of  the  talk, 
questioned  how  well  his  model  of 
discipleship  would  work  in  the  local 
church. 

Some,  who  had  come  to  learn 
how  to  form  their  first  Covenant 
Discipleship  group,  may  have  won¬ 
dered  what  they  were  getting  into. 

Dr.  Tyler-Wayman  expressed  re¬ 
lief  that  only  four  participants 
walked  out  during  the  talk. 

“It  ought  to  be  disturbing.”  she 
told  the  Reporter  in  response  to  the 
talk.  “If  we  are  not  disturbed,  it’s 
because  we  haven’t  heard  what  this 
man  is  saying.  What  he  said  would 


unravel  our  structures  and  we’d 
have  to  start  over  again. . . . 

"Scholars  like  Ted  are  essential  to 
keeping  us  alive,  moving  us  toward 
that  type  of  discipleship.  He  pushes 
us  toward  that  true  strain  that  we've 
lost.” 

The  present  model  of  Covenant 
Discipleship  calls  for  actions  that 
balance  worship,  devotion,  compas¬ 
sion  and  justice,  she  said. 

"As  we  reflect  more  on  the  radi¬ 
cal  nature  of  the  justice  component 
of  that,  it  gives  the  other  three  com¬ 
ponents  a  reason  for  being,”  she 
said,  “because  the  nature  of  Cove¬ 
nant  Discipleship  is  not  to  preserve 
the  institution  of  the  church  but  to 
move  us  to  the  reign  of  God.” 


Theodore  Jennings 
", . .  keeping  us  alive" 


Practice  dates  to  Wesley 


Methodism  founder  John  Wesley 
urged  members  of  his  class  meet¬ 
ings  to  practice  acts  of  piety  and 
mercy,  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Way¬ 
man  told  a  recent  regional  meeting 
of  Covenant  Discipleship  groups 
(see  story  above). 

Today’s  Covenant  Discipleship 
groups  are  based  on  Wesley’s  class 
meetings.  Their  members  attempt 
to  practice  piety  and  mercy  each 
week  through  acts  of  worship,  devo¬ 
tion,  compassion  and  justice. 

It  is  important  to  keep  those  com¬ 
ponents  in  balance,  said  Dr.  Tyler- 
Wayman,  director  of  Covenant 


Discipleship  tor  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“If  we  do  all  justice,  it  is  not  bal¬ 
anced,”  she  said.  “If  we  do  all  devo¬ 
tion.  we  are  unbalanced  in  another 
way.” 

The  Covenant  Discipleship  move¬ 
ment  was  started  in  the  early  1980s 
by  the  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson, 
then  a  professor  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas,  she  said. 

“Covenant  Discipleship  is  about 
laying  a  foundation  that  helps  us  do 
the  work  of  the  church,”  she  said. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 


EASTER  IN  RUSSIA:  United  Methodists 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  and  Moscow,  Russia,  will  be 
linked  via  satellite  television  for  Easter  worship 
April  19.  Vision  Cable  Satellite  Network  will 
transmit  services  from  Red  Square  in  Moscow 
to  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  The  Red  Square  gathering  will  be 
led  by  Lydia  Istomina,  lay  pastor  of  Ekaterin¬ 
burg  United  Methodist  Church,  and  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  senior  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
UMC,  which  founded  the  Ekaterinburg  congre¬ 
gation.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana 
Area)  will  participate  in  Broadmoor’s  worship 
in  Shreveport.  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
expects  to  report  on  the  event  from  both 
Shreveport  and  Moscow  in  the  issue  of  April  24. 
The  service  is  sponsored  by  the  church's  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


NEW  LAITY  RESOURCES:  The  spiritu¬ 
al  lives  and  life  styles  of  rank-and-file  Christian 
laity  get  a  boost  in  April 
when  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Publishing  House  intro¬ 
duces  a  new  line  of 
resources  under  the  “Di- 
mens  ons  for  Living”  im¬ 
print.  Russ  White,  director 
of  laity  products  for  the 
publishing  house,  said  lay- 
people  asked  for  shorter  D,mens,ons  '°8° 
books  in  simple,  direct  language,  including 
more  Scripture  references  and  quotes.  He  added 
that  lavpeople  are  asking  for  books  that  give 
guidance  about  life’s  challenges,  and  personal 
faith  stories  from  well-known  personalities  and 
average  people  like  themselves. 


CORRECTION:  United  Methodism’s  new 
Africa  University  was  scheduled  to  open  March 
23  with  35  students— 10  in  theology,  25  in  agri¬ 
culture — rather  than  the  75  expected  earlier  (see 
UMR,  March  20).  Also  students  are  not  being 
temporarily  housed  in  a  college  of  forestry  but  in 
apartments  in  Mutare,  srme  10  miles  from  the 
campus,  and  are  being  shuttled  to  the  campus. 

MUSICIAN  DIES:  Natalie  Sleeth,  com¬ 
poser  and  hymnist,  died  March  21  in  Denver  of 
cancer.  The  widow  of  homiletics  professor  Ron 
Sleeth,  she  was  on  the  adjunct  faculty  of  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver.  Burial  was  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Rare  painting  graces  church's  art  collection 


MINNEAPOLIS — An  American  species  of  tur¬ 
key  in  the  lower  left  helped  identify  this  paint¬ 
ing,  "Abraham  and  the  Three  Angels,"  as  a 
rare  16th-century  work  by  Pieter  Pourbus,  a 
Flemish  contemporary  of  Italian  masters  Mi¬ 
chelangelo  and  El  Greco.  Art  experts  were 


able  to  date  the  painting  by  correlating  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  turkeys  in  Europe  in  the  1560s  with  the 
image  in  the  painting.  The  painting  was  a  gift 
to  Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church 
earlier  this  century  by  the  lumber  baron  T.  B. 
Walker,  a  Methodist  layman. 


By  MARY  ABBE 

When  Minneapolis  lumber 
baron  and  active  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  T.  B.  Walker  died  in  1928, 
he  was  one  of  the  world’s  1 5  rich¬ 
est  men  and  an  internationally 
known  art  collector. 

Though  his  art-collector  reputa¬ 
tion  was  not  built  on  the  pictures 
he  gave  to  decorate  Sunday 
school  rooms  at  Hennepin  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church,  at 
least  one  of  them  may  turn  out  to 
be  one  of  his  most  lasting  legacies. 

Rare  work  identified 

Recently  cleaned  and  restored, 
the  best  of  his  religious  paintings. 
“Abraham  and  the  Angels,”  has 
been  identified  as  a  rare  16th- 
century  work  by  Pieter  Pourbus, 
a  Flemish  contemporary  of  Ital¬ 
ian  masters  Michelangelo  and  El 
Greco. 

During  Mr.  Walker’s  lifetime, 
paintings  identified  as  “Old  Mas¬ 
ters”  went  to  the  museum  he 
helped  create — the  Walker  Art 

SMU  plans 
center  for 
evangelism 

Southern  Methodist  University 
is  developing  an  evangelism  cen¬ 
ter  at  its  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  to  promote  evangelism  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  center  on  the  Dallas  cam¬ 
pus  will  promote  critical  reflec¬ 
tion  on  evangelism,  develop 
future  lay  and  clergy  leaders  ex¬ 
perienced  in  evangelism  and  seek 
to  produce  a  renewal  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  evangelism  in  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Kirby,  dean 
of  Perkins,  noted  that  the  school 
was  the  first  United  Methodist 
seminary  to  have  a  chair  in  evan¬ 
gelism. 

No  specific  date  has  been  set 
for  the  opening  of  the  center. 


"Pourbus  paintings  are 
rare  outside  the 
Netherlands  or 
Germany,  and  this  is 
something  any 
museum  in  the  United 
States  would  be  thrilled 
to  own." 

— Lynne  Ambrosini 
Minneapolis  Institute 
_ of  Arts 

Center.  Many  proved  to  be  fakes, 
and  the  museum  sold  even  some 
of  his  bona  fide  pieces  to  afford 
to  focus  on  modem  art. 

"There  are  very  few  Flemish 
1 6th-century  paintings  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  in  the  United  States,”  said 
Lynne  Ambrosini,  assistant  curator 
of  paintings  at  the  Minneapolis  In¬ 
stitute  of  Arts.  "Pourbus  paintings 
are  rare  outside  the  Netherlands  or 
Germany,  and  this  is  something 
any  museum  in  the  United  States 
would  be  thrilled  to  own.” 

The  colorful  painting,  which 
depicts  biblical  patriarch  Abra¬ 
ham  with  three  angels  at  a  table 
in  a  Flemish  village,  was  identi¬ 
fied  by  Institute  curator  George 
Keyes,  an  expert  on  Dutch  and 
Flemish  art. 

A  big  turkey  in  the  background 
helped  Mr.  Keyes  and  other  mu¬ 
seum  staff  decide  that  the  paint¬ 
ing  was  probably  done  between 
1565  and  1575,  said  Joan  Gor¬ 
man,  the  conservator  who 
cleaned  and  restored  the  work. 

Turkey  is  significant 

Explaining  the  significance  of 
the  turkey  in  dating  the  painting, 
she  said  the  museum  staff  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  species  arrived 
in  Spain  from  North  America  in 
the  early  1500s  and  was  being 
eaten  in  England  by  1540.  That 
meant  it  was  possible  for  turkeys 
to  be  in  Bruges,  where  Pourbus 
worked,  by  the  1560s. 

The  church’s  collection  of  reli¬ 
gious  art — more  than  275  paint¬ 
ings,  lithographs,  sculptures, 


graphics  and  textiles— is  thought  to 
be  one  of  the  most  extensive  of  any 
owned  by  any  U.S.  congregation. 

It’s  very  rare  for  a  church  to 
own  a  collection  like  this,”  Ms. 
Ambrosini  said. 

To  protect  and  better  display 
its  collection,  the  church  com¬ 
pleted  a  $250,000  renovation  of 
the  art  gallery  and  reopened  it 
Feb.  9. 

Another  of  the  Hennepin 
Church’s  restored  paintings  is 
“Ecce  Homo,”  an  11  by  17  foot 
work  by  1 9th  century  Italian  art¬ 
ist  Antonio  Ciseri. 

“Ecce  Homo”  depicts  Pilate 
presenting  Jesus  to  the  crowd  af¬ 
ter  his  trial.  Photos  of  the  paint¬ 


ing  have  been  widely  used  by 
publishers  of  illustrated  Bibles, 
according  to  the  the  church’s  se¬ 
nior  minister,  the  Rev.  David 
Tyler  Scoates. 

Details  uncovered 

Now  that  “Ecce  Homo”  has 
been  cleaned,  church  members 
and  other  visitors  to  the  church’s 
art  gallery  are  able  to  see  details 
they  never  knew  were  there. 

Drawing  an  analogy  in  his  ser¬ 
mon  before  the  gallery’s  rededi¬ 
cation,  Dr.  Scoates  said,  “If  there 
is  someone  here  whose  potential 
has  been  covered  up  by  the  grime 
of  frustration,  failure,  disap¬ 
pointment  and  grief,  my  word  to 


you  today  is  do  not  give  up. 
Trust  Jesus  Christ. . . .” 

Long-time  church  members 
seem  both  pleased  and  a  little  be¬ 
mused  by  the  attention  their  re¬ 
discovered  art  collection  has 
generated. 

Inez  Sauby,  who  with  her  hus¬ 
band  paid  for  the  Pourbus  restora¬ 
tion,  observed  dryly,  “Attribution 
makes  so  much  difference,  but 
isn’t  it  a  shame?  It  isn’t  any  better 
picture  now  than  it  was  before  we 
knew  Pourbus  did  it." 

Reprinted  with  permission  of  the  "Min¬ 
neapolis  Star  and  Tribune."  Ms.  Abbe  is  a 
staff  writer  for  the  newspaper.  Willmar 
Thorkelson,  a  free-lance  writer  in  Minne¬ 
apolis,  contributed  to  this  article. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION— PART  2 

(Part  1  was  printed  in  last  week’s  edition.) 

Call  To  Action 

We  urge  the  1992  General  Conference  to  take  these  actions  and  pass  necessary  legislation  to: 

(1)  Reaffirm  the  use  of  Biblical  language  and  images  in  our  common  life  together;  mandate  the  use  of 
the  name  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  whenever  we  speak  of  the  Trinity;  and  reject  the  replacement  of 
Biblical  language  and  images  in  the  proposed  Book  of  Worship  and  in  other  church  materials  with  alter¬ 
native  language  and  images  which  alter  the  Apostolic  faith. 

(2)  Abolish  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  as  an  unnecessary  and  costly  layer  of  bureaucracy.  It  is 
in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  which  assigns  to  the  Council  of  Bishops  “the  gener¬ 
al  oversight  and  promotion  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual  interest  of  the  entire  Church  and  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  rules,  regulations,  and  responsibilities  prescribed  and  enjoined  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.”  (Par.  50,  Art.  Ill,  The  Constitution.) 

(3)  Reduce  the  number,  size,  staff,  and  costs  of  General  Church  boards  and  agencies. 

(4)  Restore  the  Church’s  mission  and  evangelistic  thrust.  Establish  a  General  Board  of  Evangelism,  including  the 
transfer  of  the  section  on  church  extension  from  the  national  division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  so  that 
reaching  the  world  for  Christ  will  again  be  central  to  the  purpose  and  mission  of  the  church. 

(5)  Approve  the  recommendation  of  the  Study  Commission  and  mandate  the  move  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  out  of  New  York,  to  enhance  the  mission  and  ministry  of  the  church. 

(6)  Reaffirm  Christian  sexual  morality  and  the  current  provisions  of  the  United  Methodist  Discipline 
(Par.  71f,  402.2,  906.12).  Homosexual  persons  are  people  of  sacred  worth  to  whom  we  are  called  to 
minister.  Since  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is,  however,  incompatible  with  Christian  teaching,  we  call 
for  the  rejection  of  the  report  and  recommendations  of  the  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality  and  op¬ 
pose  further  official  study.  The  Biblical  witness  and  the  unbroken  tradition  of  the  Church  provide  the 
foundation  of  our  understanding. 

(7)  Affirm  that  baptism  is  a  means  of  God's  grace,  but  that  a  personal  decision  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior 
and  Lord  is  essential  for  salvation  and  for  full  membership  in  the  church. 

THE  COORDINATING  COMMITTEE—  THE  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION 
Maxie  Dunnam,  Convener 


YOU  CAN  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE! 

Please:  1.  Clip  and  mail  the  response  coupon  below. 

2.  Circulate  the  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION  among  United  Methodists. 

3.  Ask  your  administrative  Board  and  Sunday  School  class  to  endorse  the  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION. 


To:  The  Memphis  Declaration 

P.O.  Box  387,  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa  51360 


MY  RESPONSE 


Yes,  I  want  a  vital,  renewed,  Christ-Centered  Church  and  I  endorse  the  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION.  I  ask  the 
1992  General  Conference  to  take  action  in  accordance  with  the  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION,  including  its  7- 
point  Call  to  Action.  I  am  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Print  Name 

I  am  (check  one) 

Send  me - 


Address 

I  )  Laity  (  )  Clergy 
copies  of  the  MEMPHIS  DECLARATION. 


City,  State,  Zip 


Annual  Conference 


Mall  Today. 


Pan-Methodist  youths  urge  new 
approach  against  drug  abuse  crisis 

By  STEPHEN  DRACHLER  W/KKKMBM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  STEPHEN  DRACHLER 


ATLANTA — United  Methodists  Keely  Whittington  of  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  (left)  and  Marcus  Thorne  of  Jonesboro,  Ga.  pause  with  former 
President  Jimmy  Carter  after  presenting  him  with  a  copy  of  the  report 
from  the  Pan-Methodist  Youth  Convocation  against  drugs  and  vio¬ 
lence  held  at  the  Carter  Center  last  fall.  Mr.  Carter  promised  the  youth 
he  will  take  their  recommendations  to  President  Bush  next  month. 


ATLANTA — Youths  from  four 
Methodist  bodies  are  urging  churches 
and  the  U.S.  government  to  join 
them  in  charting  new  directions  in 
confronting  the  nation’s  crisis  of  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  and  violence. 

In  a  strongly  worded  declaration 
presented  to  former  President  Jim¬ 
my  Carter  March  12,  the  youth 
called  for  churches  to  “declare  that 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  is  a  spiritual 
problem  demanding  a  spiritual  so¬ 
lution.” 

'Emphasize  education' 

The  government,  said  the  youth, 
should  place  “its  emphasis  on  educa¬ 
tion,  prevention  and  treatment  pro¬ 
grams,  rather  than  relying  on  policies 
that  place  law  enforcement  ahead  of 
other,  more  effective  options.” 

The  youths’  proposal  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mr.  Carter  by  two  United 
Methodist  representatives:  Keely 
Whittington,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
and  Marcus  Thome,  Jonesboro,  Ga. 

They  met  with  Carter  to  present 
the  “September  17th  Declaration” 
growing  out  of  a  meeting  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1991  of  85  youth  from  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion,  Chris¬ 
tian  Methodist  Episcopal,  and 
United  Methodist  denominations 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  27). 

The  former  president  talked  with 
the  youth  at  that  time  and  promised 
to  forward  their  recommendations 
to  President  Bush. 

Ms.  Whittington  and  Mr.  Thome 
told  the  former  president  that  the 
“message  is  clear”  for  both  the 
church  and  the  federal  government. 

Mr.  Carter  pledged  to  present  the 
five-page  document  to  Bush  when 
he  meets  with  him  in  April. 

While  praising  the  youth’s  efforts 
to  address  the  problem  at  the  na¬ 
tional  level,  he  urged  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  move  forward  on  their  own 
to  confront  the  crisis  without  rely¬ 
ing  upon  government  to  solve  the 
problem. 

Recommendations 

The  youth  report  recommends 
that  churches: 


■  Confront  the  denial  of  the  cri¬ 
sis  in  their  congregations  and  com¬ 
munities  “through  sharing  our 
stories  of  pain  and  healing”; 

■  Open  their  doors  to  all  people 
and  share  unconditional  love  be¬ 
cause  “every  person  is  a  child  of 
God,  needing  to  feel  loved,  accept¬ 
ed  and  supported”; 

■  Reclaim  a  traditional  position 
of  abstaining  from  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption; 

■  Declare  education  to  be  a  vital 
link  in  demonstrating  that  people 
can  live  drug-free  lives,  and  include 
drug-prevention  curricula  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  church  school  programming. 

The  youth  asked  that  the  U.S. 
government; 

/  Pass  legislation  banning  radio 
and  TV  advertising  of  alcohol; 

/  Establish  treatment-on-demand 
programs  for  addicted  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  counseling  for  families  affect¬ 
ed  by  drug  abuse  and  violence; 

/  Declare  that  alcohol  is  a  dan¬ 
gerous  drug,  and  require  strongly 
worded,  easily  read  warnings  on 
beverage  containers; 

/  Bar  sales  of  non-alcoholic  bev¬ 
erages  in  containers  resembling  al¬ 
coholic  beverage  containers; 


•f  Require  training  and  certifica¬ 
tion  of  teachers  to  enable  them  to 
recognize  drug  and  alcohol  abuse 
among  students. 

The  youths  were  accompanied  by 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  who  heads 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops’  Initiative  Against  Drugs 
and  Violence;  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Salsgiver,  director  of  education  and 
ministries  for  senior  high  youth 
with  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship;  and  Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization,  affiliated 
with  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship. 

The  youth  ministry  organization 
has  endorsed  the  convocation’s  re¬ 
port. 

The  report  will  be  distributed  to 
United  Methodist  congregations, 
Bishop  May  said. 

It  also  will  be  sent  to  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  offi¬ 
cials  and  to  bishops  of  the  four  Pan- 
Methodist  denominations. 

Stephen  Drachler  is  assistant  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops'  Initiative  Against  Drugs  and  Vi¬ 
olence. 
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The  journey 
Of  Faith 
Made  Concrete 


As  you  may  know,  I  have  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  Jerusalem.  I 
was  there  as  part  of  a  world  Methodist  team  meeting  with  world  Angli¬ 
can  leaders  to  begin  a  dialogue  process  which  hopefully  will  lead  to 
closer  relationships  between  the  two  communions. 

The  invitation  for  this  dialogue  came  out  of  the  Lambuth  Conference, 
a  meeting  of  all  Anglican  bishops  around  the  world  held  once  every  ten 
years. 

Jerusalem  was  chosen  as  the  place  for  the  dialogue  because  of  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem  to  come  to  St.  George’s  College 
and  Cathedral.  The  Bishop  was  a  very  gracious  host  and  the  week-long 
meetings  between  Anglicans  and  Methodists  were  most  productive. 
This  was  the  first  of  three  meetings  over  a  three-year  period. 

This  was  my  first  visit  to  Jerusalem.  I  must  confess  that  I  went  with 
apprehension  because  of  my  image  of  the  commercialization  of  the 
land.  I  discovered  that  my  fears  had  merit.  There  was  much  commer¬ 
cialization  as  all  types  of  religious  souvenirs  could  be  found  on  every 
street  corner.  I  also  discovered  a  land  rent  with  war  and  torn  by  con¬ 
flict.  As  you  know,  Jerusalem  is  divided  into  Jewish,  Christian,  Arme¬ 
nian  and  Moslem  sectors.  The  struggle  for  the  land  is  every  bit  as 
intense  as  it  was  when  those  first  Israelites,  under  the  leadership  of 
Joshua,  came  into  Canaan. 

But  the  point  I  want  to  make  in  this  column  moves  a  different  direc¬ 
tion. 

I  found  myself  transformed  from  a  tourist  into  a  pilgrim  during  a  free 
day  that  I  had.  I  began  early  in  the  morning  by  going  to  the  top  of  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  meditating  a  while  as  I  looked  over  the  same  city  Je¬ 
sus  wept  over.  I  then  walked  down  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  where 
I  stood  under  some  very  old  olive  trees  with  roots  dating  back  to  the 
time  of  Jesus.  After  some  moments  of  meditation  in  the  Garden,  I  be¬ 
gan  slowly  walking  down  the  road  that  Jesus  would  have  followed  on 
Palm  Sunday  into  Jerusalem.  Walking  into  the  gate  and  onto  the  Via 
Dolorosa  (The  Way  of  Sorrow),  I  followed  that  path  which  included 
some  of  the  stones  over  which  Jesus  walked  down  to  the  place  where 
He  most  likely  was  crucified  and  buried.  While  silver,  gold  and  special 
lighting  crowded  around  these  holy  places,  I  still  experienced  the  sim¬ 
ple  response  of  Thomas,  “Lord,  I  believe.  Help  thou  my  unbelief.” 

I  realize  that  we  may  not  know  the  exact  fields  in  which  shepherd’s 
kept  watch  over  their  sheep  in  Bethlehem.  The  sands  of  time  may  well 
have  covered  up  exact  spots  or  probable  locations  of  Holy  Land  events. 
But  the  Way  of  Sorrow  into  Jerusalem  leading  to  the  cross  and  the 
tomb  was  still  very  real  to  me.  I  concluded  my  pilgrimage  praising  God 
for  an  open  tomb  that  has  exploded  the  presence  of  the  resurrected 
Lord  into  human  hearts  and  history  all  over  the  globe.  It  was  truly  a 
journey  of  faith  made  concrete. 

I  .Will  i-Z  A  VI 
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Grass  Roots  Effort 

Churches  in  Louisiana 
Send  140  Tons  of  Food 
To  Families  in  Russia 


Easter  Telecast  to  Feature 
Rev.  Ramsey  in  Red  Square 
Bishop  Oden  in  Shreveport 


Attending  to  details  of  nominations  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Fred  Loy,  First 
UMC  Baton  Rouge,  layman;  the  Rev.  Don  Avery,  pastor,  Neely 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  Conference  statistician 
and  executive  director  of  administration/treasurer,  and  Bishop 
William  Oden,  Louisiana  Area. 

Nominating  Committee 
Plans  Inclusive  Slate 
Of  Conference  Officers 


Response  to  the  appeal  for  food  to 
send  to  families  in  Ekaterinburg, 
Russia,  where  Louisianians  helped 
establish  a  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  been  overwhelming.  All 
over  Louisiana,  in  United  Methodist 
churches,  food  and  money  were  col¬ 
lected  and  boxes  packed.  “It  has  been 
a  real  grass  roots  effort  by  both  laity 
and  clergy,”  the  Rev.  Debbie  Drash, 
Baton  Rouge  District  coordinator  of 
the  Russia  Food  Lift,  said. 

Last  Friday,  the  boxes,  collected 
in  Lafayette,  Baton  Rouge  and 
Shreveport,  were  ready  for  their  trip 
arranged  by  United  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR).  Dr.  Don  Cottrill, 
one  of  the  statewide  committee 
members,  said  7,000  boxes  had 
been  collected,  or  about  140  tons  of 
food  valued  at  $350,000. 

During  the  week  prior  to  Friday, 
March  27,  the  Louisiana  Army  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  Armory  near  Ryan 
Airport  in  Baton  Rouge  was  a  place 
where  peace,  not  war,  was  breaking 
out.  Preparations  there  were  not 
ones  of  stockpiling  guns  or  ammu¬ 
nition,  but  of  gathering  food  for 
hungry  people.  Food  was  pouring  in 
and  being  unloaded  from  trucks  by 
the  boxfulls.  Happenings  in  Baton 
Rouge  were  similar  to  activity  in 
the  other  pick-up  points. 

Milk  for  Babies 

Laura  Viola,  secretary  of  North 
Shore  District  and  a  mother,  said, 
"What  has  touched  me  the  most,  is 
the  thought  of  those  mothers  getting 
that  milk  for  their  babies.” 

A  large  box  of  powdered  milk  was 
one  of  the  items  packed  in  each  36- 
to  40-pound  box. 

Jerry  Raub,  layman  St.  Andrews 
UMC  Baton  Rouge,  was  weighing 
some  of  the  boxes.  Food  was  still  be¬ 
ing  packed  by  Betty  Ferrington  and 


Pat  Lee,  both  of  Walker  UMC,  L.  E. 
Bunch  of  Deerford  UMC,  and  others. 

North  Shore  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  H.  Warren  Blakeman  was  of¬ 
fering  food  to  workers  and 
recording  the  historic  event  on  film. 
More  Fun  Than  Office 

Jack  Buck,  St.  Timothy  layman  and 
district  manager  of  the  Ryder  Truck 
Rental  and  Leasing,  had  been  the 
driver  of  a  truck-load  of  food.  “This  is 
a  lot  more  fun  than  being  in  the  of¬ 
fice,”  he  said.  Bill  Matheny  of  Bogalu- 
sa  had  delivered  a  load  in  his  truck. 

Trucking  agencies,  supermarkets, 
the  Armed  Forces,  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  the  media  —  so  many  people 
were  cooperating. 

Kathy  and  Walter  Parker,  Pon- 
chatoula  UMC  laypersons,  were 
helping.  He  was  moving  boxes  and 
keeping  a  count.  “There  are  24  on 
each  pallet  and  there  are  currently 
56  pallets,”  he  said. 

Posted  on  the  walls  were  news  arti¬ 
cles  about  the  Food  Lift  and  signs  that 
said,  “From  our  house  to  theirs,  from 
Louisiana  to  Ekaterinberg.” 

Cottrill  had  rolled  up  his  sleeves 
and  was  helping  with  the  project. 
Liz  Lucas  of  the  Conference  office, 
attired  in  sweat  suit  and  Reeboks, 
had  delivered  seals  and  UMCOR 
cards  written  in  Russian  and  was 
helping  wherever  needed. 

Much  planning  and  organizing  by 
the  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  and  his 
committee  and  many  others  around 
the  Conference  went  on  continuously. 

It  was  people  helping  people, 
those  we  had  formerly  regarded  as 
enemies  now  are  our  friends.  Rus¬ 
sians  we  had  thought  of  as  atheists 
had  been  underground  Christians 
eager  for  the  church. 

The  project  was  a  real  example  of 
turning  swords  into  plowshares. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Nomi¬ 
nations  Committee  is  busy  working 
on  the  nominations  for  the  1993-96 
quadrennium. 

Names  of  laity  and  clergy  inter¬ 
ested  in  serving  on  the  various  Con¬ 
ference  councils,  commissions  and 
committees  were  gathered  through 
a  local  church  and  district  process 
begun  in  December  of  1 99 1 . 

The  Conference  committee  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
recommending  nominations  that 
provide  for  inclusiveness  with  re¬ 
spect  to  lay,  clergy,  gender,  age  and 
ethnic  background. 

The  Conference  Committee  on 
Nominations  will  present  its  slate  to 
the  voting  members  of  the  1992 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  the  pre-conference  reports, 
to  be  mailed  by  May  1 . 


New  members  of  the  boards  and 
agencies  will  assume  their  duties 
immediately  following  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  the  1992  session. 

Members  of  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee,  by  virtue  of  their  conference 
offices,  are  Bishop  William  Oden;  Paul 
D.  White  of  Alexandria,  lay  leader, 
Nancy  S.  Winegeart  of  Plain  Dealing, 
president,  United  Methodist  Women; 
Boyd  Baun,  president.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  and  Lori  Bridges  of  Jena, 
president,  Council  on  Youth  Ministry. 

Nine  district  representatives,  five 
ex-officio  members  and  six  mem- 
bers-at-large  are  on  the  committee. 
Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  and  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
Conference  statistician  and  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  administration/trea¬ 
surer,  are  committee  consultants. 


A  Louisiana  minister  and  100 
members  of  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Rus¬ 
sia,  will  participate  in  Easter 
services  April  19  for  a  live  broad¬ 
cast  from  Red  Square  in  Moscow. 

The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  and 
Lydia  Istomina,  lay  pastor  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  will  take  part  in  the  Mos¬ 
cow  service. 

The  broadcast  also  will  feature  si¬ 
multaneous  worship  at  Broadmoor 
in  Shreveport  where  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  of  Baton  Rouge 
will  preach. 

John  Anthony,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  who  is  a  baritone  with  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Opera,  will  open  the 
services  with  a  vocal  selection. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  service  will  be  aired  April  19 
over  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite 
Network  (VISN)  live  at  8  a.m.  in 
Shreveport  and  at  11  a.m.  (Eastern 
Time)  in  the  rest  of  the  United 
States,  which  would  be  10  a.m.  in 
Louisiana.  In  Shreveport,  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  carried  by  Channel  12, 
the  CBS  affiliate. 

Russian  Central  Television  will 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  fourth  in 
a  series  of  articles  on  issues  to  be  vot¬ 
ed  on  at  the  General  Conference, 
May  5-15.  This  article  is  by  the  Rev. 
John  Winn,  director  of  The  Center 
for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  of  the  Con¬ 
ference.  He  has  served  churches 
throughout  the  Conference  for  over 
35  years. 

Possibly  no  other  study  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  General  Conference  has 
been  monitored  and  anticipated 
like  the  Committee  to  Study  Homo¬ 
sexuality.  After  all,  as  a  general 
church  issue,  it  has  been  with  us  for 
20  years. 

From  the  floor  of  the  General 
Conference  of  1972  came  the  words 
of  an  amendment  to  a  section  of  the 
revised  form  of  the  Social  Princi¬ 
ples  of  the  new  UMC.  The  words 
were,  “incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching.”  They  were  referring  to 
homosexuality.  A  tempest  has 
swirled  around  them  ever  since. 

The  issue  is  much  larger  than 
those  four  words.  Nor  are  we  alone 
in  this  debate.  Every  major  denomi¬ 
nation,  at  its  highest  level,  has  been 
wrestling  with  this  issue  for  this 
long  or  longer. 

The  question  has  been  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  “Can  we  as  a  Church 
model  a  way  of  dealing  with  a  sharp¬ 
ly  controversial  issue  that  is  hu¬ 
mane,  that  enables  people  to  live  the 
fullest  life  possible  to  them,  and  that 
draws  us  closer  to  the  One  who  is 
the  giver  of  all  sexuality?” 

Church  Diversities 

Seeking  clarity  and  depth,  while 
at  the  same  time  trying  to  be  consis¬ 
tent  with  our  Church’s  many  diver¬ 
sities,  the  General  Conference  of 
1988  mandated  a  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality.  Its  makeup 
was  drawn  from  across  the  connec¬ 
tion,  with  suggestions  coming  from 
virtually  every  group  or  caucus 
within  the  UMC.  Regional  hearings 
were  held  in  every  jurisdiction. 

It  is  obvious  from  talking  with 
members  of  the  study  committee 
that  this  was  a  quadrennium  of  in¬ 
tensive  research  and  exploration, 
exceeded  only  by  the  depth  of  the 
spiritual  impact  on  the  members  of 
the  committee.  Despite  many  areas 
of  consensus  and  because  of  the  pri¬ 
macy  of  it,  we  need  to  be  clear 
about  the  committee’s  disagree¬ 
ment  regarding  biblical  authority. 

It  appears  there  are  seven  scrip¬ 
tural  references  or  allusions  to  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  In  each  instance  the 
scripture  condemned  it  or  spoke 
negatively  of  it.  The  committee 
does  not  dispute  this  fact.  The  mi¬ 
nority  view  sees  that  as  justification 


show  the  service  on  April  26,  the 
Orthodox  Easter.  The  Rev.  Bruno 
Caliandro  and  Wil  Bane,  both  of 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  are  producers  of  the  show. 

Ramsey  and  Istomina,  who  orga¬ 
nized  the  church  in  Ekaterinburg, 
will  conduct  the  worship  service  in 
Red  Square,  just  outside  the  Krem¬ 
lin  walls  and  near  the  famous 
domes  of  Basil’s  Cathedral. 

In  Louisiana,  VISN  may  be  seen 
on  the  following  channels:  Gon¬ 
zales,  Sorrento,  Duplessis  and  some 
other  areas  of  Ascension  Parish, 
Lake  Charles  and  some  other  areas 
of  Calcasieu  Parish,  Lafourche, 
Houma,  Schriever,  Gray  and  some 
other  areas  of  Terrebonne  and  La¬ 
fourche  Parishes,  35;  Barksdale  Air 
Force  Base,  Haughton,  Bossier  City 
and  some  other  areas  of  Bossier  Par¬ 
ish,  24;  Walker,  Denham  Springs, 
Watson  and  some  other  areas  of 
Livingston  Parish,  31. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  to 
have  the  program  telecast  in  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  area  on  one  of  the  cable 
stations.  Other  areas  not  receiving 
VISN  regularly  may  inquire  of  their 
local  cable  or  other  stations  as  to  the 
possibility  of  telecasting  the  program. 


for  the  contention  that  “we  do  not 
condone  the  practice  of  homosex¬ 
uality  and  consider  this  practice  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian 
teaching.” 

On  the  other  hand,  the  majority 
view  is  one  of  interpretation.  That 
is,  “whether  these  teachings  in  the 
scripture  are,  in  fact,  revelations  of 
the  will  of  God  or  whether  they 
really  reflect  ancient  cultural  prac¬ 
tices  or  values  which  do  not  have 
compelling  authority  about  all  ho¬ 
mosexual  practices  in  the  present." 


Committee  Recommends 

The  committee  is  unanimously 
making  six  recommendations  to  the 
Church,  five  of  which  have  to  do 
with  the  development  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  study  itself  and  support¬ 
ing  basic  human  rights  and  civil 
liberties  for  homosexual  persons. 

The  other  recommendation  is  one 
the  General  Conference  will  most 
assuredly  vote  upon.  The  commit¬ 
tee  voted  unanimously  to  present  it 
to  the  General  Conference  in  two 
forms,  reflecting  the  disagreement 
between  the  majority  and  minority 
report: 

“We  acknowledge  with  humility 
that  the  church  has  been  unable  to 
arrive  at  a  common  mind  on  the 
compatibility  of  homosexual  prac¬ 
tice  with  the  Christian  faith. 

“Many  consider  this  practice  in¬ 
compatible  with  Christian  teaching. 
Others  believe  it  acceptable  when 
practiced  in  a  context  of  human  car¬ 
ing  and  covenantal  faithfulness. 

"The  present  state  of  knowledge 
and  insight  in  the  biblical,  theologi¬ 
cal,  ethical,  biological,  psychologi¬ 
cal  and  sociological  fields  does  not 
provide  a  satisfactory  basis  upon 
which  the  church  can  responsibly 
maintain  the  condemnation  of  all  ho¬ 
mosexual  practice  (majority  report) 
or  alter  its  previously  held  position 
that  we  do  not  condone  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  and  consider  this 
practice  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching  (minority  report). 

“The  church  seeks  further  under¬ 
standing  through  continued  prayer, 
study  and  pastoral  experience.  In 
doing  so,  the  church  continues  to 
affirm  that  God's  grace  is  bestowed 
on  all,  and  that  the  members  of 
Christ’s  body  are  called  to  be  in 
ministry  for  and  with  one  another, 
and  to  the  world." 

(Copies  of  the  full  text  of  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  to  Study  Ho¬ 
mosexuality  are  available  for  $5 
from  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  601  West  Riverview  Ave., 
Dayton,  OH  45406-5543.) 


Participants  in  the  recent  Conference-sponsored  Youth  Confirma¬ 
tion  Retreat  at  Tall  Timbers  Center  included  these  teens  on  the  front 
row  from  Newman  UMC  and  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC.  Youths  from 
16  churches  attended  the  event  for  young  persons  who  had  not  had 
confirmation  training  and  others  who  had  additional  questions  con¬ 
cerning  church  membership. 

UMW  Will  Attend  Meeting 
This  Weekend  In  Dallas 


Women  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  will  join  with  other  United 
Methodist  Women  at  the  1992 
Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  this  weekend, 
April  3-5,  in  Dallas. 

Delegates  from  Louisiana  are 
Norma  Winegeart  of  Plain  Dealing, 
Conference  president;  Betty  Carlin 
of  Anacoco;  Celina  Johnson  and 
Fannie  Reddix,  both  of  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Seola  Callahan  of  Oakdale, 
and  Mary  Quinnones  of  Metairie. 
Mary  Spell  of  Abbeville  was  chosen 
as  alternate. 

Among  business  at  the  meeting  in 
the  Fairmont  Hotel  will  be  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  Women’s  Division  directors. 
Nominees  from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  are  Lueburda  Myers  of 


Great  Preacher  Series  Scheduled 


Dr.  James  W.  Moore,  pastor  of 
one  of  the  great  churches  of  United 
Methodism,  the  8,500-member  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Houston,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  Great  Preach¬ 
er  Series  to  be  held  April  5-7  in 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Broadmoor’s  senior  pastor,  the 
Dr.  Charles  Simmons  invites  per¬ 
sons  from  the  Conference  to  hear 
Moore  at  services  Sunday,  Monday 
and  Tuesday  at  7  p.m.  and  at  a  lun- 


Shreveport,  Audry  Milo  of  La¬ 
fayette  and  Pat  Cobb  of  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Betty  Ferrington  of  Walker 
was  elected  alternate. 

The  women  will  participate  in  in¬ 
terest  groups,  Bible  study,  worship, 
business  sessions  and  field  trips  to 
Women’s  Division  Mission  Proj¬ 
ects.  Clergy  from  various  faiths,  in¬ 
cluding  a  woman  rabbi,  will 
participate  in  the  services. 

Women  from  many  ethnic  back¬ 
grounds  and  experiences  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  attend,  Reddix,  UMW 
Conference  secretary  of  publicity 
and  public  relations,  said. 

Mime  and  clown  performances 
and  dramatic  presentations  are 
planned  for  entertainment. 


cheon  Monday  at  noon.  Call  the 
church  (504-924-6269)  immediately 
to  make  reservations  for  the  lun¬ 
cheon  ($4)  to  be  held  in  the  Activi¬ 
ties  Building,  Room  3. 

From  1972-84,  Moore  was  co¬ 
pastor  with  Dr.  D.  L.  Dykes  at  First 
UMC,  Shreveport  .  Moore’s  current 
books  include,  Yes,  Lord  I  Have 
Sinned  But  I  Have  Several  Excellent 
Excuses,  and  Can  You  Remember  to 
Forget? 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1 992 

Homosexuality  Issue  Debate  Goes  On 


Special  Report 


APRIL  3,  1992 


Ruby  Farish 


WOMEN  DELEGATES:  The  number  of 
clergywomen  elected  as  General  Conference 
delegates  rose  sharply,  but  a  drop  in  the  number 
of  laywomen  elected  cut  the  overall  gain  in 
women  delegates  to  about  1  percent  above 
1988,  or  a  total  of  303.  The  number  of 
clergywomen  jumped  to  81,  or  18.4  percent  of 
the  total  clergy  delegation  of  441  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  Puerto  Rico.  Women  clergy  have 
more  than  doubled  their  representation  since 
1984.  Even  with  the  decline,  women  outnumber 
men  among  lay  delegates,  but  only  by  three- 
tenths  of  1  percent. 

SPEAKING  FOR  THE  CHURCH: 

Two  major  addresses  on  the  state  of  The  United 
I  Methodist  Church  will 
highlight  the  1992  General 
Conference.  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  (New  York  Area)  has 
been  chosen  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  present  the  Episcopal 
Address  on  May  5.  The  top- 
I  ic  of  the  Episcopal  Address 
typically  is  kept  confiden- 

Itial  until  presented.  The 
next  day,  May  6,  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Ruby 
Galloway  Farish  of  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  will  present  the  Laity 
Address.  A  volunteer  police 
chaplain,  Mrs.  Farish  was 
chosen  as  the  presenter 
from  among  200  applicants 
in  a  churchwide  search  by 
the  National  Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders.  Her  topic  will  be  “Connecting  Faith 
with  Daily  Life.” 

MERGER  CONSIDERED:  The  Com¬ 
mission  on  Pan-Methodism  will  ask  General 
Conference  to  consider  merger  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  three  predominately 
black  denominations:  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  Christian  Methodist  Church,  and 
African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston  Area),  one  of 
three  United  Methodists  on  the  commission, 
said  members  “realized  that  the  denominations 
had  similar  work  in  Christian  education,  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  and  alcohol  abuse  ministries,  Afri¬ 
can  missions  and  social  justice  ministries.” 
Bishop  Skeete  said  the  idea  of  a  merger  oc¬ 
curred  when  some  UMC,  AME,  CME  and 
AMEZ  bishops  met  at  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.,  to 
discuss  the  history  of  Methodism. 

NIGERIAN  CONFERENCE:  At  least 

98,000  West  Africans  will  be  eagerly  watching 
the  1992  General  Conference  next  month  as 
they  await  approval  of  the  Muri  Provisional 
Conference  of  Nigeria.  Presently  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  that  country  have  received  episcopal 
leadership  from  bishops  in  the  West  Africa  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference.  This  action  will  entitle  Nigeri¬ 
ans  to  be  assigned  their  own  bishop  when  the 
African  Central  conferences  meet  this  summer. 
The  Rev.  Done  Peter  Dabale,  general  superin¬ 
tendent  for  Nigerian  United  Methodists,  told 
the  Reporter  that  his  country  is  a  ripe  area  for 
African  church  growth.  Historically  starting  as  a 
missional  area  of  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  in  1923,  the  area  now  has  106  charges,  760 
places  of  worship,  85  ordained  ministers,  and 
98,000  United  Methodists. 

VETERANS:  The  longest-serving  lay  dele¬ 
gate  at  the  Louisville  General  Conference  ap¬ 
parently  will  be  Red  Bond  of  the  Memphis 
Annual  Conference.  He  was  first  elected  a  dele¬ 
gate  to  a  General  Conference  of  The  Methodist 
Church  in  1960.  Among  clergy,  the  Rev. 
Charles  A.  Sayre  of  Southern  New  Jersey  first 
was  elected  in  1 964. 

WOMEN  LEADERS:  At  least  1 5  of  the  72 
U.S.  annual  conference  delegations  will  be 
headed  by  women. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 
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UMR  Managing  Editor  John  A.  Lovelace 
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Diane  Huie  Balay,  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
and  Stephen  L.  Swecker. 


We're  about  to  give  ourselves  'marching  orders' 


You  may  want  to  keep  this 
special  issue  of  your  church 
newspaper,  at  least  until  May  22. 

By  then.  General  Conference, 
which  meets  May  5-15  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  will  have  ended  and  its 
major  results  will  have  been  cov¬ 
ered  in  the  Reporter. 

In  the  meantime,  this  issue  pro¬ 
vides  a  uniquely  informative 
guide  to  the  every-four-year  legis¬ 
lative  meeting  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Among  other  things,  the  infor¬ 
mation  on  these  two  facing  pages 
helps  answer  such  questions  as: 

What  is  General  Conference 
and  how  does  it  work? 

Who  attends  General  Confer¬ 
ence? 

What  are  this  year’s  burning  is¬ 
sues? 

Why  do  such  issues  matter, 
particularly  to  church  members 
who  feel  no  sense  of  involvement 
or  interest  in  General  Confer¬ 
ence? 

The  last  question  is  especially 
relevant  at  a  time  when  polls  re¬ 
veal  that  countless  Christians,  in¬ 
cluding  many  United 
Methodists,  care  deeply  about 


From  the 
editors 


their  faith  but  are  skeptical  about 
organized  religion. 

Attitudes  among  such  people 
toward  “official”  church  struc¬ 
tures  and  activities  such  as  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  range  from  an 
indifferent  “Who  cares  about 
them?”  to  a  disgusted  “Who 
needs  them?” 

As  loving  critics  of  the  church, 
we  acknowledge  its  many  imper¬ 
fections  and  shortcomings.  The 
church,  as  the  body  of  Christ,  is 
indeed  a  fragile  “earthen  vessel” 
for  bearing  the  precious  gift  of 
God’s  redemptive  and  reconcil¬ 
ing  love. 

Nevertheless,  we  who  are  part 
of  that  body  err  when  we  keep 
“them”  at  arm’s  length,  “them” 
being  sister  and  brother  Chris¬ 
tians  called  to  care  for  the  body’s 
organizational  needs — revising 
its  structures,  amending  its  laws, 
and  updating  its  teachings  relat¬ 
ing  faith  to  life. 


General  Conference  delegates, 
like  this  placard-waving  repre¬ 
sentative  at  the  1988  conclave, 
deserve  the  prayers  of  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  as  they  strive  to 
discern  God's  will  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  can 
use  this  special  issue  to  inform 
themselves  on  topics  scheduled 
to  come  before  the  1992  ses¬ 
sion  May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


Particularly  with  regard  to 
General  Conference,  we  need  to 
acknowledge  that,  in  reality,  the 
“them”  doing  such  work  is  actu¬ 
ally  “us!” 

That  is,  those  who  do  the  work 
of  General  Conference  as  our 
elected  delegates  are  fellow  pas¬ 
tors  and  church  members,  people 
involved  in  their  churches  “back 
home”  just  as  each  of  us  is — 
through  our  prayers,  presence, 
gifts  and  service. 


Far  from  being  an  impersonal 
entity  “handing  down”  decisions 
to  the  rest  of  us,  General  Confer¬ 
ence  is  how  we  United  Method¬ 
ists,  in  prayerful  quest  of  God’s 
will,  give  ourselves  our  “march¬ 
ing  orders”  for  at  least  the  next 
four  years. 

Hence,  it  behooves  us  as  indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  to  be 
as  informed  as  possible  about 
what  "we”  propose  to  do  in  the 
name  of  God  and  on  behalf  of 


the  wider  community  of  faith. 

In  that  spirit,  the  editors  of 
your  church  newspaper  hope  this 
special  issue  gives  you  a  useful 
previewofthe  1992General 
Conference. 

Too,  we  hope  it  will  stimulate 
you  to  reflect  on  our  shared  call¬ 
ing  as  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians  and  to  pray  for  godly 
discernment  by  our  brothers  and 
sisters  meeting  next  month  in 
Louisville. 


What  does  this  gathering  mean  to  local  churches? 


The  typical  United  Methodist 
may  say:  What  is  a  General  Con¬ 
ference?  How  does  it  work?  What 
difference  does  it  make  to  me? 

The  questions  are  understand¬ 
able.  General  Conferences  meet 
only  once  every  four  years,  never 
in  the  same  place  twice  in  a 
row— 1972  in  Atlanta;  1976  in 
Portland;  1980  in  Indianapolis; 
1984  in  Baltimore;  1988  in  St. 
Louis;  1992  in  Louisville. 

A  maximum  of  1,000  United 
Methodists  may  serve  as  dele¬ 
gates  to  any  General  Conference. 
Under  church  law,  half  must  be 
laypeople,  the  other  half  clergy. 
Delegates  are  elected  by  the 
church’s  regional  conferences 
which  meet  annually. 

Delegates  spend  almost  every 
waking  moment  debating  peti¬ 
tions  for  proposed  changes  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  or  church  law 
(#1  on  the  chart  at  right). 

Any  paragraph  in  that  book 
may  be  amended — from  major 
overhaul  to  slight  modifications. 

General  Conference  delegates 
spend  most  of  the  first  half  of 
their  1 1-day  sessions  debating  in 
1 1  legislative  committees  (#2  on 
the  chart). 

From  those  committees  go  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  plenary  ses¬ 
sions,  primarily  during  the 
second  week,  for  adoption  or  re¬ 
jection  of  proposed  legislative 
changesm  (#3  on  the  chart). 

The  majority  of  legislative 
changes  voted  by  any  given  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  do  not  directly 
affect  local  congregations.  Rather 
they  affect  the  church’s  work  at 
the  national  and  international 


Individual 
Unitad  Methodists 


Here's  how 

General  Conference  works 


Petitions  are  generated  by 
sources  in  the  church. 


Local 
Congregations 


Committees  recommend 
approval  or  rejection 
of  petitions 
to  the  full 

General  Conference. 


General  Conference 
approves  petitions 
to  amend  Book  of 
Discipline  (church 
law)  or  Book  of 
Resolutions  (aocial 
teachings). 


General  agencies 


Petitions  are  assigned 
to  General  Conference 
legislative  committees. 


General  Conference 
rejects  petitions. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


levels  (#4  on  the  chart). 

The  filter-down  effect  local 
congregations  finally  feel  from 
those  kinds  of  legislative  changes 
is  typically  a  call  to  participate  in 
a  given  new  program  or  to  accept 


a  fair  share  of  support  for  a  new 
appropriated  fund. 

In  addition  to  exercising  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  func¬ 
tions,  General  Conference  alone 
has  the  right  to  speak  for  the  en¬ 


tire  church. 

Thus,  a  resolution  adopted  by 
General  Conference  on  any  topic 
is  understood  to  be  the  official 
position  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


Such  a  resolution  remains  the 
church’s  official  position  until  it 
is  changed  by  a  subsequent  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

— IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Recession  affecting  attitudes  toward  UMC's  budget 


Badly  hurt  by  the  recession, 
clergy  health  care  costs  and  mem¬ 
bership  losses,  some  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  are 
having  a  hard  time  paying  their 
share  (apportionment)  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  budget. 

And  some  delegates  to  General 
Conference  feel  that  the  church’s 
proposed  $495.65  million  budget 
for  the  next  four  years  is  too 
high.  They  plan  to  fight  for  a  zero 
increase. 

According  to  the  church’s  top 
financial  body,  50  of  the  72  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  annual  conferences 
paid  an  average  of  2  percent  less 
in  1991  than  in  1990. 

Three  conferences  dropped 
drastically  in  their  giving,  one 


Proposed  UM  Program  Agency  Budgets  1993-1996 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  $  9,995,000 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  28, 1 50,000 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  102,50o]ooo 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  20,95(7000 

General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  4,150,000 

General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  3,574,000 

Minority  Group  Self  Determination  5,245,000 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  2,500,000 

$177,064,000 


GRAND  TOTAL 


This  chart  shows  the  amounts  intended  for  general  agencies  in 
the  1993-96  budget  proposal  by  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


paying  27  percent  less  than  in 
1990.  Only  five  conferences  paid 
100  percent  in  1991. 

While  the  third  year  of  any 
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four-year  budget  such  as  the  cur¬ 
rent  one  for  1989-92  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  somewhat  lower, 
according  to  the  finance  council 
staff,  the  news  is  no  happier  by 
comparing  the  church’s  1991  giv¬ 
ing  with  the  same  period  four 
years  ago. 

The  comparison  revealed  that 
21  annual  conferences — nearly 
one-third  of  the  total — have  been 
meeting  less  and  less  of  the  ap¬ 
portioned  budget  each  year  since 
1987.  This  is  especially  true  in 
the  northeastern  United  States. 

On  the  brighter  side,  total 
church  giving  for  local  church, 
national  and  international  activi¬ 
ties  continues  to  increase  in  actu¬ 
al  dollars  each  year. 

Local  churches  are  keeping 
more  of  the  money.  In  1990,  80 
cents  of  each  dollar  was  spent  at 


the  local  church  level,  compared 
to  4  cents  for  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  programs  and  ministries. 
Most  of  the  remaining  16  cents 
was  spent  at  the  regional  (annual 
conference  and  district)  levels. 

Six  annual  conferences — Wis¬ 
consin,  South  Carolina,  Western 
North  Carolina,  Rocky  Mountain, 
Oklahoma  and  Texas — have 
steadily  increased  their  percentage 
of  giving  to  the  general  church 
budget  in  the  last  four  years. 

Nevertheless,  for  those  confer¬ 
ences  that  are  hurting,  any  in¬ 
crease  in  the  budget  seems  too 
much. 

General  Conference  lay  delegate 
Charles  Pearse  of  Miami,  Fla.,  is 
among  those  who  are  organizing  a 
grassroots  resistance  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  4  percent  per  year  increase. 
The  unofficial  movement  is  called 
“Grassroots.” 

Mr.  Pearse  cited  the  economy 
as  the  main  reason  for  the  resis¬ 
tance. 

But  the  economy  is  not  the 
only  problem. 

Reflecting  the  sentiments  of  a 
number  of  conference  leaders 
across  the  country,  the  Rev.  James 
Hoover  Corson  of  San  Francisco 
told  the  Reporter,  “What  is  really 
ugly  for  us  is  the  spiraling  costs  of 
health  care  benefits  for  clergy.” 

Mr.  Corson  is  council  director 
of  the  Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference. 

But  he  did  not  negate  the  im- 


UMC  Budget 
for  1993-96 
at  a  Glance 


Proposal: 

Totals  $495.65  million 
for  four  years. 

Cuts  $73  million 
from  amounts 
requested  by 
general  agencies, 
from  $250  million  to 
$177  million. 

Increases  1989-92  amount 
by  $78.4  million. 

Does  NOT  include  special 

askings: 

Campua  Mlnlatrlaa,  $500,000. 

Anti-drug  program,  $1  million. 

Hlppinlc  mlnlatrlaa,  $3.1  million. 

Doat  ministries,  $104,500. 

Oldar  adult  mlnlatrlaa,  $100,000. 

"Calabrata  and  Wltnaaa"  thama, 
$500,000. 

UMCom  TV  ada,  $2  million. 

Nativo  Amarlcan  mlnlatrlaa, 

$1.2  million. 


pact  of  the  economy  on  church 
giving. 

“We  feel  it,”  he  said.  “Silicon 
Valley  had  heavy  cutbacks  in  the 
work  force.  The  entire  electron¬ 
ics  industry  did. 

“But,”  he  continued,  “we  can 
survive  the  economy  easier  than 
we  can  survive  health  care  costs.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Studies  ordered  in  1988  shape  agenda  for  '92  conclave 


2) 


Major  portions  of  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  agenda  involve  re¬ 
sults  of  studies  commissioned  by 
the  most  recent  (1988)  General 
Conference  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Some  delegates  say  that  this 
year’s  agenda  is  shaped  more  by 
studies  than  any  other  previous  ses¬ 
sion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  legislative  body. 

Proliferation  of  special  study 
groups  has  caused  consternation  for 


some  United  Methodists. 

Directors  and  staff  of  some  gener¬ 
al  church  boards  and  agencies,  in 
particular,  have  expressed  concern 
that  topics  they  deem  to  be  the 
province  of  their  respective  bodies 
have  been  diverted  to  study  panels 
mandated  by  the  1988  General 
Conference.  These  people  and  oth¬ 
ers  argue  that  study  groups  dupli¬ 
cate  agencies’  efforts  and  cost  the 
church  unnecessary  added  expense. 


Some  discontent  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  1992  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  will  amend,  approve  or  reject 
the  proposals  of  several  studies. 

Among  the  best  known  study  top¬ 
ics  on  the  May  5-15  agenda  are  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  ministry,  health  care 
insurance,  a  new  worship  book,  fea¬ 
sibility  of  relocating  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  from 
New  York,  and  the  nature  of  bap¬ 
tism  (see  related  stories  and  illustra¬ 


tions  on  this  and  facing  page). 

Lesser-known  study  topics  in¬ 
clude  ministries  to  special  groups 
across  the  church:  Hispanics,  Na¬ 
tive  Americans,  older  adults  and 
hearing-impaired  people  (see  relat¬ 
ed  illustration  on  proposed  1993-96 
budget). 

A  study  on  small-membership 
churches  (200  or  fewer)  proposes 
changes  to  local  congregational  or¬ 
ganization. 


The  genetics  task  force’s  report 
urges  the  church  to  greater  aware¬ 
ness  of  rapid  changes  taking  place  in 
genetic  research  and  to  better  prepa¬ 
rations  by  pastors  and  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  deal  with  complex  ethical 
questions  surrounding  genetics. 

In  addition  to  proposals  from 
study  panels,  three  special  emphases 
are  being  proposed  for  the  church’s 
1993-96  program:  campus  ministry, 
“Peace  with  Justice,”  and  substance 


abuse  and  related  violence. 

The  substance  abuse  proposal  is 
the  result  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs  and  Violence. 

Pilot  projects  for  this  initiative 
have  taken  place  over  the  past  two 
years  under  direction  of  Bishop  Fel¬ 
ton  E.  May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area), 
who  was  specially  assigned  by  the 
council  to  lead  the  program. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Homosexuality  study  a  first  for  longtime  issue 


It’s  the  issue  that  won’t  go  away. 

Every  four  years  for  the  past  20, 
delegates  to  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  have  struggled  with 
the  denomination’s  stance  toward 
homosexual  practice. 

A  consistent  minority  of  the 
church — estimated  at  around  a  third 
of  the  membership — has  pushed  for 
reconsideration  of  the  church’s  stance 
at  each  General  Conference  since 
1972.  That’s  when  the  essence  of  the 
current  statement  was  adopted  as  a 
.part  of  the  church’s  Social  Principles. 

This  year’s  delegates — many  of 
them  reluctantly — have  ranked  ho¬ 
mosexuality  as  the  number-one  is¬ 
sue  they  expect  to  consider. 

This  year,  however,  delegates  will 
consider  something  they  have  never 
had  before — a  35-page  report  com¬ 
pleted  by  a  panel  of  24  churchwide 
representatives.  This  panel  carried 
out  instructions  from  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  by  studying  homo¬ 
sexuality  from  theological,  biblical, 


Perhaps  the  report's  most  important  attribute  is 
that  it  clarifies  opposing  viewpoints  of  a  long¬ 
standing  debate  .... 


ethical,  biological,  psychological 
and  sociological  perspectives. 

Perhaps  the  report's  most  impor¬ 
tant  attribute  is  that  it  clarifies  oppos¬ 
ing  viewpoints  of  a  long-standing 
debate,  acknowledging  the  deep  pain 
experienced  by  United  Methodists, 
often  in  the  same  congregation,  over 
their  conflicting  views. 

Panelists  who  uphold  the 
church’s  current  stance  assert  in  the 
report  that  their  condemnation  of 
homosexual  practice  reflects  their 
theological  understanding — consis¬ 
tently  supported  by  Scripture — that 
such  practice  contradicts  the  moral 
precepts  given  for  creation’s  welfare 
by  a  loving  God. 

This  stance  contends  that  the 
church’s  responsibility  is  to  disap¬ 


prove  of  homosexual  practice  and 
encourage  repentance  of  it  while  re¬ 
assuring  homosexually  oriented  peo¬ 
ple  of  their  worth  as  children  of  God. 

Panelists  who  advocate  changing 
the  church’s  current  stance  explain 
in  the  report  that  the  experience  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  long-term 
committed  relationships  demon¬ 
strates  that  such  relationships  can 
manifest  God’s  grace  in  human  life 
in  ways  consistent  with  the  Gospel. 

Consequently,  this  stance  con¬ 
tends,  there  is  sufficient  evidence 
that  homosexual  practice  should 
not  be  condemned  outright  by  the 
church.  Instead,  this  group  of  panel¬ 
ists  holds,  it  should  be  evaluated  in 
the  same  manner  as  all  human  ex¬ 
perience  by  Christian  ethical  stand- 


ards  and  accepted  where  the 
relationship  exhibits  God's  grace. 

The  opposing  positions  resulted 
in  the  report’s  containing  majority 
and  minority  proposals  regarding 
Paragraph  71F  of  the  “Social  Prin¬ 
ciples,”  the  church’s  collection  of 
ethical  guidelines  for  individuals 
and  society. 

Currently  the  Social  Principles 
hold  homosexual  practice  to  be  “in¬ 
compatible”  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.  The  majority  proposal  would 
remove  that  assertion,  and  the  mi¬ 
nority  proposal  would  retain  it. 

The  report  urges  the  church  to 
study  the  issue  further  and  to  strive 
for  greater  humility  with  one  anoth¬ 
er  in  what  appears  likely  to  be  a 
continuing  dialogue. 

To  aid  that  dialogue,  the  study 
panel  asks  the  General  Conference 
to  commend  its  report  to  local  con¬ 
gregations  for  study  over  the  next 
four  years. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Delegates 
rank  top 
1992  issues 


Ministry 
Study 
at  a  Glance 


Proposal: 

(Major  recommendations) 

Establish  a  lay  order  of 
consecrated  deacon. 

Omit  deacon  ordination  as 
step  to  elder  ordination. 

Create  two  alternative 
routes  to  elder  ordination. 

Grant  limited  annual 
conference  voting  rights 
to  non-ordained, 
licensed  local  pastors. 

Replace  "guaranteed 
appointment”  with 
"annual  appointment" 
in  Book  of  Discipline 
Paragraph  423.2. 


'Lay  order'  tops  ministry  report 


U.S.  delegates  rank 
a  decision  on 
how  United  Methodists 
deal  with  homosexuality 
as  the  most 
important  issue  facing 
the  1992  General 
Conference.  The 
significance  attached 
to  other  topics 
differs  slightly 
depending  on  the 
geographic  jurisdiction 
a  delegate  represents. 


1.  Study  of  homosexuality 

2.  Study  of  ministry 

3.  UMC  budget 

&  apportionments 

4.  Health  insurance 

5.  Moving  mission  board 

offices 

6.  Baptism  study 

7.  Membership  growth 

8.  New  Book  of  Worship 

9.  Abortion  stand 

10.  Missional  emphasis 

for  UMC 

(607  of  882  delegates  responding) 


Source  UMR  survey,  Fsbrusry  1B02 


A  widely  debated  study  report  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  calls 
for  United  Methodists  to  break  with 
centuries-old  tradition  in  how  they 
structure  their  church’s  ministry. 

The  51 -page  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  for  the  Study  of  Ministry 
urges  replacing  the  church’s  historic 
two-step,  deacon-elder  sequence  for 
ordination  with  a  one-step  ordina¬ 
tion  process  for  elders  only. 

Also,  according  to  the  plan  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  35-member  study 
commission,  since  deacons  would 
no  longer  be  people  in  transition  to 
become  elders,  they  would  instead 
become  a  “consecrated  lay  order.” 
This  “lay  order”  would  encompass 
existing  diaconal  and  deaconness  or¬ 
ders  of  ministries. 

Overall,  the  study  commission 
makes  15  recommendations,  in¬ 
cluding  provision  for  “two  alterna¬ 
tive  routes”  for  elders’  orders. 

One  route  would  require  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  and  at  least  two 
years  of  full-time  service  under  ap¬ 
pointment  by  a  bishop.  A  second 


route  would  require  60  hours  of  un¬ 
dergraduate  study,  completion  of  a 
five-year  course  of  study  program 
and  four  years  of  full-time  service 
under  appointment  by  a  bishop. 

Responses  to  the  report  have 
ranged  from  reflective  to  dismissive. 

■  A  Council  of  Bishops  response 
committee  acknowledged  “major 
problems  and  inconsistencies”  in 
the  church’s  traditional  ordering  of 
ministry  but  questioned  whether  a 
consensus  for  changing  the  tradition 
exists  in  the  church.  Hence,  the  bish¬ 
ops  have  called  on  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  “commend”  the  ministry 
study  report  for  “continued  study 
and  reflection.” 

■  An  official  response  by  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
Christian  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 
cerns  raised  “serious  concerns”  about 
the  ministry  study  report  and  said 
the  report’s  distinction  between  “or¬ 
dination"  (for  elders)  and  “consecra¬ 
tion”  (for  deacons)  is  confusing. 

■  Two  groups  within  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 


tion — the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  the  Division  of  Diaco¬ 
nal  Ministry — have  questioned  spe¬ 
cific  aspects  of  the  report.  A  report 
presented  to  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  questioned  wheth¬ 
er  the  ministry  study  report  is  based 
on  “either  Scripture  or  tradition.” 

This  four-year  study  is  only  the 
latest  in  a  series.  Some  aspect  of 
ministry  has  been  studied  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  or  its 
largest  predecessor  body.  The 
Methodist  Church,  since  19391 

Nevertheless,  the  only  changes  in 
the  church’s  historic  ordering  of  its 
ministry  made  by  General  Confer¬ 
ences  since  1939  have  been  general¬ 
ly  regarded  as  minor. 

In  Christian  history,  such  changes 
have  come  slowly.  The  two-step 
process  for  ordination,  for  example, 
can  be  traced  to  ancient  Anglican 
and  Roman  Catholic  traditions 
which  also  ordain  candidates  for 
ministry  as  deacons  prior  to  “full 
ordination”  as  elders. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Baptism  panel  asks  church 
for  4  more  years'  inquiry 


Although  no  legislative  change  is 
being  sought  this  year  regarding 
baptism,  the  subject  has  proven  to 
be  controversial  for  the  panel  which 
has  studied  it  for  the  last  three 
years. 

General  Conference  delegates 
will  be  asked  to  approve  four  more 
years  of  study  on  the  church’s  un¬ 
derstanding  of  baptism. 

The  study  panel’s  paper  affirms 
believers’  baptism  while  strongly 
encouraging  infant  baptism.  It  also 
proposes  that  baptism,  even  of  in¬ 
fants,  makes  the  baptized  person  a 
member  of  the  church — a  stipula¬ 
tion  that  has  proven  controversial 
within  the  denomination. 

People  baptized  in  infancy  would 
still  be  expected,  at  an  appropriate 
stage  of  maturity,  to  make  a  public 
profession  of  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  commit  themselves  to  re- 


Mission  board  relocation  issue  becomes  a  war  of  words 


A  war  of  words  faces  General 
Conference  delegates  over  a  propos¬ 
al  to  relocate  headquarters  of  the 
church’s  mission  agency. 

Money  is  the  immediate  battle¬ 
ground  but  not  the  only  one. 

These  are  among  the  major  skir¬ 
mishes: 

■  The  barrage  was  triggered  by 
the  report  from  a  task  force  man¬ 
dated  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  consider  the  feasibility  of 
relocating  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

After  three  years  of  study,  the  1 5- 
member  task  force  concluded  that 


Health 
Insurance 
at  a  Glance 


Proposal: 

"UMCare"  insurance  plan 
mandatory  for  blahopa, 
clergy  &  lay  employeea 
of  general  agencies. 

Intended  to  minimize 
rate  increases  & 
variable  rates. 

Computes  costs  on  a 
denomination  wide  basis. 

Would  provide  uniform 
medical  &  dental 
benefits,  with 
variety  of  benefit  options. 

Controls  costs  through 
provider  networks. 

Estimated  first-year  cost 
$136.9  million. 


moving  the  board  out  of  New  York 
City  is  both  feasible  and  desirable 
and  that  such  a  move  will  save  the 
church  money  in  the  long  run. 

Citing  independent  studies,  the 
report  pegged  costs  for  moving  the 
board  at  $9.5  million. 

■  In  response,  elected  mission 
board  directors  last  fall  adopted  a 
1,300-word  resolution  and  related 
petition  to  General  Conference. 

The  resolution  said  that  a  move 
would  cost  $  1 5  million  minimum  in 
non-recoverable  expenses  and  that 
spending  such  money  “would  be  ex¬ 
tremely  poor  financial  and  human 
resource  stewardship.” 

■  In  February,  the  “Alabama 
Christian  Advocate”  printed  an  ar¬ 
ticle  by  the  Rev.  Karl  Stegall  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  supporting  relo¬ 


cation  of  the  mission  board  (see 
adapted  version,  UMR,  March  20). 

Dr.  Stegall,  chairman  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  finance  committee,  blast¬ 
ed  the  New  York  location  as  a  chief 
cause  of  excessive  operating  costs. 

■  Fellow  board  members  Martha 
“Twick”  Morrison,  the  Mississippi 
conference  lay  leader,  and  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Messer,  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  president,  indirectly 
countered  the  Stegall  piece  via  an 
article  printed  in  a  mission  board 
newsletter  (see  UMR,  March  20). 

Among  other  things,  the  article 
pointed  out  that  the  board  pays 
only  $1 1.75  per  square  foot  for  rent, 
lowest  of  any  general  church  board 
or  agency  in  any  of  the  six  cities 
where  those  agencies  are  based. 

■  Adding  to  the  volley  of  words. 


mission  board  president  Bishop  J. 
Woodrow  Heam  last  week  issued  a 
detailed  rebuttal  of  the  Stegall  article. 

Bishop  Heam  countered  Dr.  Ste¬ 
gall’s  claim  that  “many,  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars"  will  be  spent  by  the 
board  to  “lobby”  General  Conference 
delegates.  He  explained  that  a  dinner 
to  be  hosted  by  the  board  is  designed 
to  “assist  and  welcome”  board  mem¬ 
bers  from  outside  the  U.S. 

■  Coming  full  circle,  the  latest 
round  in  the  relocation  word  war 
was  fired  in  a  March  25  news  re¬ 
lease  by  the  relocation  task  force. 

In  that  release,  task  force  chairman 
W.  R.  Smith  of  Houston  said  that 
money  spent  on  the  move  need  not 
be  diverted  from  specific  mission 
projects,  as  board  officials  claim,  but 
that  costs  could  be  covered  by  bor¬ 


rowed  funds  that  would  be  “repaid 
out  of  operating  cost  savings.” 

Mr.  Smith  also  addressed  con¬ 
cerns  other  than  money  fueling  the 
controversy  over  relocation. 

These  issues,  raised  openly  in  pri¬ 
or  debate,  include  accusations  by 
mission-board  officials  that  the  task 
force  recommendation  is  based 
heavily  on  regional  interests  and  of¬ 
ficials’  claims  that  the  task  force  has 
not  been  sufficiently  concerned 
about  the  board’s  missional  identity. 

He  said  that  the  task  force  pro¬ 
posal  to  move  the  board  “was  not  a 
regional  decision”  but  was  support¬ 
ed  by  a  majority  of  task  force  mem¬ 
bers  from  all  regions  of  the  church 
except  the  westernmost. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


An  emotionally  charged 
issue  is  rebaptism.  The 
study  paper  states  that 
baptism  is  not 
repeatable.  Some  United 
Methodists  say  that 
position  is  too  rigid. 


sponsible  discipleship. 

Instead  of  “Confirmation,”  the 
name  of  this  public  profession  would 
be  changed  to  “Profession  of  Faith 
Into  Which  We  Were  Baptized.” 

To  help  prepare  young  people  to 
make  that  step,  the  paper  calls  for 
pastor-led  classes,  now  called  con¬ 
firmation  classes,  to  place  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  “personal  appropriation 
of  the  Christian  faith,  spiritual  dis¬ 
ciplines  and  discipleship.” 

The  classes  would  not,  however,  be 
specifically  linked  to  church  mem¬ 
bership,  since  that  would  have  been 
assumed  at  the  time  of  baptism. 

Another  emotionally  charged  is¬ 
sue  is  rebaptism.  The  study  paper 
states  that  baptism  is  not  repeat- 
able.  Some  United  Methodists  say 
that  position  is  too  rigid. 

The  study  paper  also  strongly  dis¬ 
courages  infant  dedication,  a  ser¬ 
vice  used  by  some  United  Method¬ 
ists,  particularly  those  who  prefer 
believers’  baptism.  Instead  of  infant 
dedication,  the  paper  suggests  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  thanksgiving  for  the  birth  or 
adoption  of  a  child. 

—DIANE  HUIEBALAY 


Bishops  seek  approval  to  prepare  global  plan 


The  days  of  a  U.S.-dominated 
United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  with  comparatively  few  non- 
U.S.  delegates  may  be  numbered. 

A  committee  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops  is  developing  a  worldwide 
restructure  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  is  asking  the  1992  Gen-, 
eral  Conference  for  authorization  to 
continue  to  develop  the  plan  over 
the  next  four  years. 

The  plan  would  be  presented  to 
the  1996  General  Conference. 

Under  the  proposed  plan: 

■  Four  regional  conferences 
would  be  created  throughout  the 
world:  North  America,  Europe,  Af¬ 
rica  and  Asia. 

■  Each  regional  conference  would 
send  an  equal  number  of  delegates 
to  a  global  General  Conference. 

That  means,  for  example,  that  the 


Four  regional  conferences  would  be  created 
throughout  the  world:  North  America,  Europe, 
Africa  and  Asia.  Each  regional  conference  would 
send  an  equal  number  of  delegates  to  a  global 
General  Conference. 


proposed  Asia  conference  (which  at 
present  includes  only  the  Philip¬ 
pines)  would  have  the  same  number 
of  votes  in  General  Conference  as 
the  proposed  North  American  con¬ 
ference  (which  includes  the  United 
States,  Mexico  and  Canada)  no 
matter  the  respective  numbers  of 
United  Methodist  members. 

■  Each  regional  conference 
would  elect  an  equal  number  of  lay 
and  clergy  delegates  to  the  global 
General  Conference. 


■  Each  regional  conference 
would  be  similar  to  the  present 
General  Conference.  Delegates 
would  be  elected  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  church  for  that  region. 

■  Each  region  would  develop  its 
own  supplementary  book  of  disci¬ 
pline. 

■  The  agenda  of  the  General 
Conference  would  be  limited  to 
constitutional  and  “genuinely  con- 


nectional  items”  such  as  world  mis¬ 
sions  or  social  principle  statements. 

The  General  Conference  could 
create  other  regional  conferences, 
should  the  need  arise. 

■  A  program/mission  agency  and 
a  global  council  on  finance  would 
be  parts  of  the  structure,  but  the 
plan  does  not  propose  how  the  glob¬ 
al  General  Conference  would  be 
funded.  However,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  each  region  would  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  participate  in  the 
apportionment  system. 

■  Within  constitutional  limits, 
the  entire  connection  would  be 
“amenable”  to  the  decisions  of  the 
global  General  Conference. 

The  committee’s  plan  as  it  now 
stands  has  been  received  but  not 
adopted  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Proposal: 

400-page  book 

Intended  for  pastors  &  lay 
worship  leaders. 

Includes  worship  services 
most  requested 
by  clergy  &  laity 
in  churchwide  surveys. 

Optional  services  include 
healing,  divorce,  loss  of 
job,  termination  of 
pregnancy,  samples 
from  various  racial  & 
ethnic  traditions. 

Uses  mostly  traditional 
language,  with  options 
for  inclusive  terms. 


Faith 


watch 


Dr.  Lutgen 


NEW  HEAD  OF  UMCOR:  The  Rev 

Kenneth  R.  Lutgen  Jr.,  44,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
has  been  elected  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief 
of  the  General  Board  of 
j  Global  Ministries.  Dr.  Lut- 
I  gen  is  senior  pastor  of  the 
1  1,166-member  North  Cross 
j  United  Methodist  Church 
]  in  Kansas  City.  A  former 
chairperson  of  the  global 
ministries  committee  for  the  Missouri  West  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  Dr.  Lutgen  has  been  active  in 
volunteers  in  mission  projects  in  such  countries 
as  India,  Zimbabwe  and  South  Africa.  He  is  im¬ 
mediate  past  chairperson  of  the  board  of  “re¬ 
start,”  a  local  shelter  for  the  homeless. 

MISSION  EDUCATION  EXEC:  The 

Rev.  Charles  E.  Cole,  an  executive  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department,  has  been 
named  assistant  general  secretary  of  the  board’s 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  Depart¬ 
ment.  That  department  includes  editorial  publi¬ 
cations,  promotional,  audio-visual,  and 
interpretive  services  units  as  well  as  the  board’s 
mission  magazine,  “New  World  Outlook.”  He 
succeeds  the  Rev.  Susan  Keirn  Kester,  who  ac¬ 
cepted  a  pastorate  in  the  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference. 

GIVER  HONORED:  An  Arizona  philan¬ 
thropist  has  received  the  1992  Kresge  Award 
from  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education  for  his  “selfless 
commitment  to  education."  J.  Lowell  Craig,  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Sun  City,  Ariz.,  is  a  trustee  of  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.,  and  heads  the 
trustee  board’s  development  committee.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  foundation  president  Ray  Devery, 
Mr.  Craig  was  instrumental  in  establishing  an 
endowment  for  Claremont  to  support  professor¬ 
ships  and  operating  and  scholarship  funds.  Mr. 
Craig  and  his  wife,  Edna,  recently  funded  a  new 
professorship  at  Claremont.  The  foundation 
award  is  named  for  the  late  Stanley  S.  Kresge,  a 
United  Methodist  layman. 

JURISDICTIONAL  DIRECTOR:  The 

Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton,  superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  has  been  named  executive  director 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Dr.  Branton 
will  assume  his  new  post  in  June.  He  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter,  who  is  to  retire  Aug.  3 1 . 


Pro-move  article  sparks  mission  debate 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — An  ar¬ 
ticle  by  the  finance  chairman  of 
United  Methodism’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
sparked  a  highly  electrified 
spring  meeting  by  the  board. 

Following  the  February  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  article  by  the  Rev.  Karl 
K.  Stegall  on  why  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  board  should  be  moved 
from  New  York,  Bishop  J.  Wood- 
row  Heam,  the  board’s  president, 
authorized  a  letter  “clarifying  a 
number  of  concerns  raised  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  article”  (see  an  adapted 
version  of  Dr.  Stegall's  article  in 
UMR,  March  20). 

“As  officers  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  we 
wish  to  point  out  that  members  of 
the  board  voted  overwhelmingly 
that  the  board  remain  in  New 
York,"  wrote  Bishop  Heam. 

Board  favors  no  move 

“A  strongly  worded  petition 
was  sent  to  General  Conference 
urging  that  all  measures  to  move 
the  board  be  defeated.  Further¬ 
more,  the  position  of  the  board  is 
that  all  funds  donated  for  mis- 


"A  strongly  worded  petition  was  sent  to 

General  Conference  urging  that  all  measures  to 
move  the  board  be  defeated." 

 — Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 


sion  be  used  for  that  purpose  and 
not  for  moving  the  board.” 

In  his  two-page  letter  dated 
March  13,  Bishop  Hearn  ex¬ 
plained  that  another  issue — one 
referred  to  in  Dr.  Stegall’s  origi¬ 
nal  article  as  the  “severance”  of  a 
Global  Ministries  staff  person — 
was  not  accurately  stated. 

(The  article  was  initially  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  “The  Alabama 
United  Methodist  Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate”  which  serves  both  the 
North  Alabama  and  Alabama- 
West  Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences.  Dr.  Stegall  is  senior 
minister  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala.) 

“Perhaps  he  is  referring  to  a 
longtime  staff  member  who 
moved  from  a  position  heading  a 
unit  of  the  board  to  another  di¬ 
recting  a  major  five-year  research 
project,  ‘Church,  Ethics  and  So¬ 
ciety,’  initiated  and  paid  for  by 
the  Women’s  and  World  Divi¬ 


sions  and  voted  by  directors,” 
continued  Bishop  Heam. 

“■  •  ■  It  is  lamentable  that  Dr. 
Stegall  raises  the  issues  cited  since 
he  never  made  any  of  these 
charges  in  sessions  of  the  board. 


Issues  rebuttal 

On  March  22,  Dr.  Stegall  dis¬ 
tributed  an  eight-page  report  and 
22  pages  of  reference  documents 
to  the  finance  committee  as  a  re¬ 
buttal  to  the  bishop’s  letter. 

The  finance  chairman  ampli¬ 
fied  his  previous  statements  con¬ 
cerning  a  church-related  project 
for  a  former  staff  member;  the 
cost  of  the  agency’s  board  meet¬ 
ings;  the  size  of  the  mission 
board;  the  cost  of  moving  the 
mission  board;  the  regions  of  the 
church  from  which  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  are  selected;  and  the 
“many,  many  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars”  that  will  be  expended  to 


“lobby”  delegates  at  General 
Conference.” 

Dr.  Stegall  told  the  finance 
committee  that  he  received  “a 
storm  of  protest”  regarding  his 
published  article,  especially  the 
statement  concerning  the  “termi¬ 
nation  of  a  division  head  of  the 
mission  board.” 

Person  identified 

He  identified  Peggy  Billings, 
former  head  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  as  the  person  about  whom  he 
was  writing  and  criticized  grants 
of  $300,000  and  $100,000  as  part 
of  a  project  for  1989-1993. 

“The  Church  and  Society  Proj¬ 
ect  is  three  years  old,  and  I  have 
not  heard  it  mentioned  openly 
even  once,”  Dr.  Stegall  told  the 
finance  committee. 

“Where  is  the  periodic  progress 
report  on  the  project?  How  is  the 
project  progressing?  What  will  be 
done  with  the  final  report?  Will  it 
be  publicized  for  the  board  to 
use?. . .”  Dr.  Stegall  asked. 

During  the  final  session  of  the 
mission  board’s  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  one  director  asked  how  she 
should  respond  if  she  is  asked  for 
information  concerning  this  spe¬ 
cial  project. 


Joyce  Sohl,  chief  executive  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  said  the 
project  includes  research  on  ra¬ 
cial  ethnic  issues  for  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  Christian  Social 
Relations  unit;  seminars  and  re¬ 
search  on  the  global  economic 
crisis;  research  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  related  to  goals 
made  during  the  organization’s 
national  centennial;  and  a  con¬ 
tinuing  education  program  for 
annual  conference  and  jurisdic¬ 
tional  leaders  taking  the  1991 
mission  course,  “Living  Values, 
Changing  Times.” 

'Conducted  workshops' 

“Peggy  has  also  conducted  in- 
staff  training  workshops  and  is 
completing  an  in-depth  paper  on 
the  nationalization  of  African 
countries  and  how  that  impacts 
the  work  of  mission,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Sohl  told  the  Reporter  that 
much  of  this  work  was  not  report-, 
ed  to  the  elected  directors,  since 
the  research  was  requested  for  use 
by  Global  Ministries  staff. 

“She  was  working  behind  the 
scenes  because  she  wanted  it  that 
way.” 


Carolyn  Marshall 


New  dimension 
envisioned 

The  high  percentage  of  new 
delegates  will  add  a  new 
dimension  to  old  debates 
for  United  Methodism's 
General  Conference.  That's 
the  assessment  of  Carolyn 
Marshall  of  Veedersburg, 
Ind.,  secretary  of  the  1992 
General  Conference. 
"Many  of  these  people 
heard  of  the  key  issues  for 
the  first  time  fairly  recently, 
which  helps  them  to  under¬ 
stand  the  importance  of 
communication  prior  to 
General  Conference,"  she 
said.  (See  special  report  on 
General  Conference  on 
Pages  2-3  of  this  issue). 

STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  STOVAIL 


Task  force  report  challenged! 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn — A  New 
York  financial  analyst  told  United 
Methodism’s  mission  board  last 
week  that  the  church  should  take 
another  look  at  costs  to  move  the 
board  out  of  New  York. 

The  mission  board  last  fall  au¬ 
thorized  up  to  $25,000  to  hire  a 
consultant  firm.  The  firm  was 
asked  to  analyze  estimates  from 
a  task  force  authorized  to  study 
the  feasibility  of  relocating  the 
board's  headquarters. 

The  task  force,  whose  work 
was  authorized  by  the  church’s 
1988  General  Conference,  re¬ 
leased  its  estimates  last  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  task  force  contends  that 
it  is  feasible  to  move  the  board 
and  that  the  board  should  in  fact 


be  moved  (see  related  story  on 
Page  3  of  this  issue). 

Gene  de  Prez,  a  representive 
for  PHH  Fantus,  the  outside  con¬ 
sultant  firm,  said  his  company 
was  also  asked  to  identify  addi¬ 
tional  tasks — if  any — needed  to 
make  an  informed  decision 
about  moving  the  board. 

Mr.  de  Prez,  whose  firm  was 
paid  $18,000  for  its  study,  told 
Global  Ministries  directors  and 
staff  that: 

I  The  Relocation  Feasibility 
Task  Force  findings  are  insufficient 
to  conclude  that  a  relocation  is  fea¬ 
sible,  let  alone  desirable; 

■  The  approach  used  in  the  task 
force  study  is  inappropriate  as  a 
method  of  determining  feasibility. 
Staff  retention  estimates 
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You  are 

Called  by  the  Spirit 

...to  Follow  Jesus  Christ 

...to  Alleviate  Human  Suffering 

...to  Work  for  Justice,  Freedom,  and  Peace 

...to  Renew  Our  Commitment  in  Community 


Internationally-known  Keynote  Speakers 
including  Zan  Holmes  and  Bishop  K.  H.  Ting 

•  Christians  from  all  Continents 


Global  Village 
Workshops 


March  25-28, 1993,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 

For  more  information,  write  to:  Dr.  Rena  M.  Yocom,  Room  1339, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


Dialogue  value,  future  debated 


(80  percent  executive  staff  and 
20  percent  support  staff)  devel-; 
oped  by  Global  Ministries  ap¬ 
pear  realistic. 

■  PHH  Fantus’  “best  guess” 
is  that  a  realistic  range  of  reloca-: 
tion  expenses  is  between  $16  and 
$18  million. 

In  addition  to  hearing  from 
their  outside  consultant,  Global 
Ministries  directors  also  heard 
“don’t  move,  please”  from  a 
prominent  New  Yorker. 

Dr.  John  Brademas,  president 
emeritus  of  New  York  University, 
urged  the  directors  to  work  to  keep 
the  mission  board  in  New  York 
City  because  the  city  itself  presents 
a  major  mission  challenge. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD, Conn. — At  their 
spring  meeting  last  week,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
178  elected  directors  debated 
whether  formal  dialogue  with  the 
unofficial  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  should  continue. 

Board  representatives  who  at¬ 
tended  the  most  recent  (March  8-9) 
talks  between  the  two  bodies  made 
these  recommendations  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  board: 

■  Asked  the  board's  research  and 
development  committee  to  explore 


how  Global  Ministries  can  structure 
personnel  and  policies  to  minimize 
confusion  when  the  Mission  Society 
begins  work  where  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  already  has  programs. 

■  Asked  the  board  to  arrange  fu¬ 
ture  formal  mission  dialogues  to  in¬ 
clude  a  wide  range  of  groups  within 
the  church  rather  than  the  Mission 
Society  only; 

■  Referred  a  question  regarding 
the  Mission  Society’s  working  with 
Global  Ministries  in  former  Soviet 
Union  republics  to  the  board’s  re¬ 
search  and  development  committee. 

The  recommendations  were 


CLASSIFIED 

EVANGELISM.  MISSION,  AND  CHURCH  Min¬ 
istries.  Duke  University  Divinity  School  seeks  to 
appoint  a  faculty  member  in  the  field  of  Evange¬ 
lism.  Mission,  and  Church  Ministries.  Candidates 
should  have  substantial  experience  in  full-time  pas¬ 
toral  ministry  and  have  demonstrated  expertise  in 
leaching  and  scholarly  research  in  a  field  of  theo¬ 
logical  inquiry.  A  Ph.D.  is  required.  Rank,  salary, 
and  tenure  are  dependent  on  experience  and  Quali¬ 
fications.  Nominations  and  applications  should  be 
sent  to:  Mrs.  Clara  Godwin,  Office  of  the  Dean, 
The  Divinity  School,  Duke  University,  Durham, 
.NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  affirmative  ac¬ 
tion,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  by  3100-mem- 
ber  church,  Dallas/Fort  Worth  metro.  Multiple 
staff  with  strong  music  ministry.  Diaconal  or  or¬ 
dained  send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  FUMC, 
530  Elm  Street,  Hurst,  TX  76053.  Negotiable  sala¬ 
ry  plus  benefits. 

LIBRARY:  DUKE  UNIVERSITY  DIVINITY 
School  seeks  to  appoint  an  Associate  Librarian/ 
Reference  Librarian.  Position  requires  MLS  from 
ALA-accredited  program  or  its  equivalent,  post 
baccalaureate  degree  in  theology  or  religious  stud¬ 
ies,  reading  knowledge  of  one  or  more  languages 
beyond  English  (German,  French  or  Spanish  pref- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  1350-member  growing,  sub¬ 
urban,  Houston  church  with  supportive  parents 
and  leaders.  Send  Resume  to:  Dr.  Will  Reed,  Deer 
Park  United  Methodist  Church,  1 300  E.  Thirteenth 
SL,  Deer  Park,  TX  77536. 

services  are  expanding  and  application  of  new  tech¬ 
nologies  expected,  working  knowledge  of  micro¬ 
computers  and  primary  on-line  and  print  biblio¬ 
graphic  tools:  effective  communication  skills,  and 
demonstrated  ability  to  work  cooperatively.  Pre- 

ST  PAUL’S  UMC  CENTER  FOR  RENEWAL, 
Niagara  Falls,  offers  dormitory  style  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  non-profit  groups.  Equipped  with  show¬ 
ers,  gymnasium,  several  kitchens  and  lounges,  cha¬ 
pel  and  gothic  sanctuary,  within  walking  distance 
of  falls.  Ideal  for  youth  retreats  and  traveling 
groups.  1992  summertime  rates,  S5  per  person  per 
-night.  For  information  and  registration,  write  to: 
.Center  for  Renewal,  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  723  7th  St., 
Niagara  Falls,  NY  1 4301 .  or  call  (7 1 6)  284-996 1 . 

ferred  qualifications  include  professional  reference 
experience,  collection  development  experience,  and 
reading  knowledge  of  one  or  more  biblical  lan¬ 
guages.  Application  with  resume  and  the  names, 
addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  three  refer¬ 
ences  should  be  sent  to:  Mrs.  Clara  Godwin,  Office 
of  the  Dean,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke  Universi¬ 
ty,  Durham,  NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  af¬ 
firmative  action  equal  opportunity  employer. 

MISSIONARIES  NEEDED  FOR  RUSSIA,  United 
Methodists  willing  to  go  to  Russia  to  start  and  pas¬ 
tor  Churches;  to  disciple  new  Christians;  to  work 
with  Sunday  Schools  and  youth.  Prior  knowledge 
of  Russian  not  required.  Call  (214)  242-7631,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  In  Mission  To  Russia,  for  additional 
details. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries.  Large  membership  church  near  Milwau¬ 
kee,  WI.  Experienced,  theologically  trained  candi¬ 
dates.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Phone  or  write:  Rev.  Frank  Gaylord,  121  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Ave.,  Waukesha,  WI  53186.  (414)  542-4256. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  for 
2,000-member  church  in  a  university  community. 
Excellent  potential  for  programming.  Experience 
desired.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Send  resume: 
Rev.  Carl  Bray,  P.O.  Box  3846,  Bryan,  TX  77805. 
Position  open  February  1, 1992. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Youth 
Ministries  for  church  of  1200.  Primary  responsibil¬ 
ity  will  be  music,  including  children’s,  youth,  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  bell  choirs.  Multi-staff-  environment.  Sal¬ 
ary  dependent  upon  education,  experience  and 
ability.  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to:  Rev.  Joe 
Wood,  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045. 

YOUTH/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for 
growing  800-member  church  beginning  June,  1992. 
Could  also  include  music  ministry  responsibilities 
if  interested.  Job  description  and  salary  negotiable 
.based  on  talents  and  experience.  Send  resumes  to: 
Dr.  Thomas  A  Dunbar,  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC, 

1 500  Country  Club  Road.  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605, 
;or  call  (318)474-1500. 

DCE.  GROWING,  VITAL  1700-MEMBER 
church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children's,  young  adult  and  family  ministries,  plus 
adult  Sunday  school.  Requires  proven  experience, 
enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  recruit  and 
train  volunteers;  relate  to  and  communicate  with 
other  staff  and  a  dedicated  Christian  discipleship. 
Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to:  Fountain 
City  UMC,  212  Hotel  Ave.,  Knoxville,  TN  37918. 

DIRECTOR  OF  tniLD REN'S  MINISTRIES  for 

1000-member  church.  Responsibilities  include  di¬ 
recting  preschool/daycare  program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume:  First  United  Methodist,  P.O. 
Box  911,  Athens.  TX  75751. 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  part-time  Or¬ 

ganist  in  a  growing  and  versatile  fully-graded  music 
program  of  1700-member  UMC,  Albuquerque, 
NM.  Call  Sue  Stanley  (505)  883-9717. 

Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty 
and  students  stand  true  to 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan¬ 
gelical  beliefs.  Discover  en¬ 
riched  personal  and  family 
relationships,  sharpen  your 
scholarly  insights  and  habits 
in  the  company  of  interna¬ 
tionally  acclaimed  profes¬ 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your 
denomination.  Asbury  Semi¬ 


nary  is  accredited  by  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  to  award 
master's  and  doctor's  degrees; 
and  is  approved  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Mlssioiogy 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Untv.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

&  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3581,  Eastern  timo.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 


THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  - 

WILMORE  KY  40390-1' 


adopted.  But  for  some  directors, 
they  didn’t  go  far  enough. 

Layman  Lloyd  Ambrosius  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  Neb.,  asked  if  the  Global  Min- 
istries  board  could  end  formal 
dialogue  with  the  Mission  Society. 

Bishop  Edsel  Ammons,  (West 
Ohio  Area)  reminded  the  group  that 
at  the  board’s  fall  1991  meeting,  di¬ 
rectors  implied  that  they  would  not 
authorize  continuation  of  the  talks 
unless  some  “measurable”  progress 
had  been  made  on  several  concerns. 

“I  want  to  talk  to  them  about 
what  every  person  in  mission 
should  be  doing,”  said  Bishop  Am¬ 
mons,  “It  calls  us  not  to  cut  each 
other  to  pieces.  It  calls  us  to  love 
the  poor  and  help  those  who  are 
hungry.  It  calls  us  to  be  faithful.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ARE  YOU  TRANSCRIBED? 

BCS  transcribes  sermons,  lectures,  and 
testimonies  from  cassettes  and  laser 
prints  in  your  format  on  same  day  as  re¬ 
ceived.  Use  for  archiving,  evaluating, 
studying,  evangelizing . As  low  as  $11. 


26  So.  Min.  Bo*  201-M/ConconJ,  NH  0330 1 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 

-w-m  1-800-826-8612 

riEGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 

Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Attention:  Choir  Members  &  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Vocal,  Instrumental, 
Organ  &  Handbells.  Hands-on  learning  & 
reading  packets  for  church  musicians  of  all  church 
sites,  seasons,  ages,  and  styles. 

Clinicians:  Dr.  Ann  Howard  Jones,  Dr.  Steve 
Coker,  Nancy  Cox,  Karen  Sheaner,  Angela  Broeker,  Ke¬ 
vin  Riehl,  Bill  Mathis  and  Rev.  Thomas  Anderson 
Langford,  III  as  Worship  leader. 

Texas  Conference 
Choir  Clinic 
June  1  —  5 
Lakevlew  Methodist 
Conference  Center 
Palestine,  Texas 
For  Information,  Contact: 

Mamie  Taylor  •  Box  565 
LaMarque,  Texas  77568 
409/935-6989  •  713/672-9026 
Dolan  Bayless  «  405/762-1681 


CHOIR 

CLINIC 


“WILL  SOMEONE 
SPONSOR  ME? 


VASANTHI'S  parents  were  killed  in  an  acci¬ 
dent  and  there  is  no  one  to  help  her.  She  has 
been  accepted  at  a  Christian  orphanage,  India. 
Vasanthi  will  receive  food  for  body  and  spirit  IF 
someone  sponsors  her. 

For  only  $15  a  month  -  50  cents  a  day  - 
you  could  sponsor  Vasanthi  or  a  child  like  her. 
You  will  receive  the  child's  picture,  name  and 
address.  You  may  correspond  with  the  child, 
and  you  will  receive  a  reply.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  World’s  Children,  Inc.  and  a 
sponsorship  can  last  lor  any  length  of  time. 

World’s  Children,  Inc.  was  founded  ... 
1965  by  a  Methodist  minister  and  bis  wife.  All 
donations  are  tax-deductible,  as  the  corporation 
is  U.S.  government  approved,  A  copy  of  the  re¬ 
cent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent  to  you  in- 
bleating  89%  of  funds  received  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children.  If  a  sponsor  chooses 
to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a  Christ¬ 
mas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child. 

Please  give  prayerful  consideration  to  spon¬ 
soring  a  destitute  child.  Individuals,  families 
and  groups  sponsor  children.  You  will  receive  a 
blessing  while  giving  one  to  a  needy  youngster. 
Please  write  today: 


poymant  for  first  month 


World’*  Chlldron,  Inc. 
Mr*.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Wlnttr  Haven,  FL  33880 
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'Sweet'  movie  takes  a  look  at  culture  clash 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

“Mississippi  Masala,”  a  very  sweet, 
upbeat  movie,  begins  in  Idi  Amin’s 
Uganda,  with  the  deadline  at  hand  for 
all  Asians  to  leave  the  country. 

Jay  (Roshan  Seth)  and  his  wife 
Kinnu  (Sharmila  Tagore)  are  from 
India;  they  are  a  few  shades  of  color 
different  from  the  African  blacks 
and  they  must  leave  immediately. 

Jay  has  been  very  successful  in 
Uganda,  and  the  departure  of  Jay 
and  Kinnu  and  their  little  daughter, 
Mina,  from  their  posh  acres  on  a 
hill  overlooking  a  lake  is  like  a  de¬ 
scent  from  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Trip  is  terrifying 

They  travel  by  bus  to  the  airport, 
a  terrifying  trip  marked  by  an  en¬ 
counter  with  soldiers  who  make 
Kinnu  get  off  the  bus  at  gunpoint, 


Review 


but  at  last  they  allow  her  to  return 
to  the  bus. 

Jay  and  his  family  settle  in 
Greenwood,  Miss.,  in  an  Indian-run 
motel.  Then  the  movie  jumps  from 
the  1970s  to  1990. 

Mina  now  is  an  attractive  young 
lady,  if  not  somewhat  strong-willed. 
She  works  as  a  maid  in  the  motel;  her 
mother  works  in  a  liquor  store,  while 
the  father  has  dreams  of  the  past. 

Intemperate  with  her  driving, 
Mina  plows  a  borrowed  car  into  a 
parked  carpet-cleaning  van  owned 
by  a  young  black  man,  Demetrius 
(Denzel  Washington).  They  ex¬ 
change  information,  including  tele¬ 
phone  numbers  for  insurance 


purposes.  They  are  attracted  to  each 
other  and  start  dating. 

They  touch  hands  slowly;  she  gig¬ 
gles.  One  of  them  remarks  how 
sweet  the  other  is,  and  they  smile 
some  more. 

Everybody  is  so  nice,  the  lan¬ 
guage  is  clean,  there  is  happiness 
and  dignity  in  everyone's  face.  You 
begin  to  wonder  if  this  is  the  blan¬ 
dest  movie  you’ve  ever  seen. 

Families  oppose  match 

But  then  suddenly  it  begins  to 
seem  more  like  “Romeo  and  Juliet” 
as  the  families  turn  out  to  oppose 
the  intercultural,  interracial  (Afri¬ 
can,  Indian)  romance. 

Several  in  the  Indian  motel  inter¬ 
fere,  and  trouble  compounds  trou¬ 
ble.  The  young  couple  takes  the 
brunt  of  discrimination. 


Demetrius,  although  he  is  inno¬ 
cent,  is  blamed  for  a  disturbance, 
and  his  carpet-cleaning  customers 
begin  to  shun  him.  The  bank  is 
about  to  repossess  his  van. 

Mina  is  crushed  by  her  father’s 
prejudice  as  he  forbids  her  to  see 
Demetrius.  Demetrius’  own  father 
also  tries  to  break  up  the  romance. 

Jay  (Mina’s  father),  still  harbor¬ 
ing  the  idea  of  reclaiming  his  land 
in  Uganda,  decides  to  go  back  to 
Uganda  to  answer  a  court  summons 
concerning  his  claim.  He  finds  the 
old  property  in  disarray  and  realizes 
that  his  true  possessions,  his  family, 
are  still  in  the  states. 

No  stopping  romance 

As  in  “Romeo  and  Juliet,”  there 
is  no  stopping  the  romance  of  Mina 
and  Demetrius.  With  a  stormy 
weather  scene,  seemingly  thrown  in 
from  “Singin’  in  the  Rain,”  the 
movie  proceeds  to  its  foreordained 
conclusion. 

Despite  its  niceties,  the  movie 
makes  a  strong  statement  as  to  how 
silly  racial  and  cultural  prejudice  is 
among  all  cultures  and  back¬ 
grounds. 

A  comment  toward  the  end  of  the 
movie  sums  it  up:  “There  is  so  little 
love  in  the  world,  and  yet  so  much.” 

“Masala”  is  Indian  for  a  potpourri 
of  hot  spices,  and  in  this  movie  it 
means  that  different  cultures  can  mix 
happily  and  keep  their  identities. 

Dr.  Ward  is  on  the  journalism  facul¬ 
ty  of  Temple  University  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  a  frequent  film  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

The  Bread  of  Life 

Ground  and  pounded 

into  coarse  meal; 

cooked  in  the  oven  of  agony; 

this  barley  loaf, 

heavy  in  the  mouth, 

tastes  of  glory. 

—DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


Mina  (Sarita  Choudhury).  is  introduced  by  Demetrius  (Denzel  Washington)  to  his  father,  Williben  (Joe 
Seneca)  in  "Mississippi  Masala."  The  motion  picture  explores  the  Mississippi  inter-cultural  romance  of 
the  daughter  of  an  Indian  family  expelled  from  Uganda  in  the  1970s. 


Readying  for  the  cameras 

Panelists  prepare  to  go  on  the  air  before  a  recent  teleconfer¬ 
ence  on  the  effective  use  of  congregational  newsletters.  More 
than  1,400  participants  nationwide  viewed  the  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist  Communications  and  the  national 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council.  Coordinator  Shirley  Whip¬ 
ple  Struchen  gives  last-minute  directions  to  panelist  )ohn  A. 
Lovelace  (second  from  right),  managing  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  while  film  crew  member  Lee  Garland 
looks  on.  Panelist  Wendy  Ryan,  director  of  communications  for 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance,  watches  the  teleprompter. 


Book  offers  new  view 
on  American  missionaries 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Critics  of  this 
year’s  celebration  of  the  500th  anni¬ 
versary  of  Columbus’  voyage  to 
America  have  condemned  the  ex¬ 
plorer  as  a  precursor  to  missionar¬ 
ies  who  forced  Christianity  on 
unwilling  natives. 

That  perspective  contrasts  starkly 
with  traditional  biographies  of  mis¬ 
sionaries.  To  writers  of  the  past, 
missionaries  were  heroic  figures 
who  braved  all  sorts  of  dangers  to 
bring  the  gospel  to  people  perishing 
of  their  sins. 

Historian  Julie  Roy  Jeffrey  pres¬ 
ents  evidence  for  a  third  possibility 
in  “Converting  the  West,  A  Biogra¬ 
phy  of  Narcissa  Whitman”  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  Press — that  misunder¬ 
standings  occurred  on  both  sides. 

Ms.  Jeffrey,  a  professor  of  history 


at  Goucher  College  in  Towson, 
Md.,  has  chosen  particularly  apt 
subjects.  Narcissa  Whitman  and  her 
husband.  Dr.  Marcus  Whitman, 
were  in  the  first  party  to  reach  the 
Pacific  Northwest  by  wagon  train  in 
1 836.  They  were  pioneer  missionar¬ 
ies  to  the  Cayuse  Indians  in  what 
was  then  the  Oregon  Territory  and 
later  became  Washington  state. 

Ms.  Jeffrey,  who  is  currently  on 
sabbatical  in  Rome,  shows  the  en¬ 
counter  between  the  Whitmans  and 
the  Cayuse  as  tragic  in  many  re¬ 
spects,  but  owing  more  to  misun¬ 
derstandings  on  both  sides  than  to 
simply  Indian  savagery  or  mission¬ 
ary  arrogance. 

“Because  of  a  religious  perspec¬ 
tive  that  appears  unduly  harsh  in 
the  20th  century,  it  has  often  been 
difficult  to  be  sympathetic  to  Nar¬ 
cissa  and  her  endeavor,"  the  biogra¬ 
pher  writes. 


Via  Dolorosa's  way 
through  Jerusalem 
traces  crucifixion's  path 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Every  year  on  Good  Friday, 
throngs  of  Christian  pilgrims  en¬ 
ter  by  the  gate  to  the  walled  Old 
City  of  Jerusalem  known  as  the 
Lion’s  Gate,  or  St.  Stephen’s 
Gate,  and  begin  a  solemn  proces¬ 
sion  along  cobblestone  streets  to 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre. 

In  so  doing,  the  pilgrims  are 
tracing  the  route  believed  to  have 
been  taken  by  Jesus  to  the  site  of 
his  crucifixion.  The  route  has  14 
stops,  or  stations,  and  is  known 
as  the  “Via  Dolorosa,”  the  “Way 
of  Sorrow." 

The  14  stations  were  formally 
identified  by  Franciscan  monks  in 
the  19th  century.  But  when  Jeru¬ 
salem  officials  restored  the  deteri¬ 
orated  pathway  and  sites  in  a 
project  that  lasted  from  1979  to 
1982,  they  found  that  Christian 
groups  disagreed  on  some  of  the 
specific  locations. 

As  a  result  of  the  disputes,  in¬ 
dividual  stations  are  not  marked 
by  explanations.  Rather,  pilgrims 
have  to  rely  on  the  Roman  nu¬ 
merals  marking  the  spots  and 
whatever  their  guidebook  or 
guide  tells  them  about  each  one. 

At  three  spots  along  the  Via 
Dolorosa,  the  restorers  used 
stones  from  the  ancient  Cardo — 
the  main  street  of  Roman  times. 

Pilgrims  walk  on  the  same 
stones  that  paved  the  street  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  of  Jesus,  aware  of 
the  possibility  that  his  feet  may 
have  touched  them  during  his 
visits  in  Jerusalem. 

The  Third  Station  marks  the 
spot  where  Jesus  fell  for  the  first 
time  under  the  weight  of  the 
cross.  At  this  spot,  four  ancient 
tiles  make  up  the  image  of  a  cross 
in  the  cobblestone  paving  blocks. 

Ancient  Roman  stones  are  also 
set  by  the  First  Station,  where  Je¬ 
sus  was  condemned  to  death,  and 
at  the  comer  of  Antonia  Street. 

Station  Seven,  where  Jesus  fell 


Whatever  one's  belief 
about  the  authenticity 
of  particular  sites 
connected  with  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus, 
millions  of  pilgrims 
attest  that  a  walk  along 
the  Via  Dolorosa  at 
any  time  of  year  leads 
to  thoughts  about  his 
death  and  the  faith  to 
which  his  resurrection 
gave  birth. 


the  second  time,  is  known  as  the 
Gate  of  the  Judgment  and  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  site  of  former 
walls  and  a  gate  leading  out  of 
the  city. 

This  is  a  subject  of  controversy 
between  Catholics  and  some  Prot¬ 
estant  groups.  Establishing  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  this  station  as  the  site  of 
the  ancient  gate  reinforces  Catho¬ 
lic  tradition  and  the  claim  that  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
stands  on  the  Hill  of  Golgotha 
where  the  crucifixion  took  place, 
since  the  hill  was  outside  the  walls 
of  the  city. 

However,  some  Protestant 
groups  have  claimed  that  the  an¬ 
cient  walls  were  further  north 
and  that  the  crucifixion  took 
place  outside  the  current  walls  of 
the  Old  City. 

Whatever  one’s  belief  about 
the  authenticity  of  particular 
sites  connected  with  the  crucifix¬ 
ion  of  Jesus,  millions  of  pilgrims 
attest  that  a  walk  along  the  Via 
Dolorosa  at  any  time  of  year 
leads  to  thoughts  about  his  death 
and  the  faith  to  which  his  resur¬ 
rection  gave  birth. 


Moment  of  Inspiration 

'Reach  out  and  touch'  —  for  real 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

For  years,  one  of  the  telephone 
companies  has  run  an  effective  ad 
campaign  by  urging  people  to 
“reach  out  and  touch  someone.” 
The  ad  speaks  to  a  deeply  felt  hu¬ 
man  need  to  touch  and  be  touched. 

During  the  last  several  years  my 
work  has  given  me  reason  to  visit 
nursing  homes  on  a  regular  basis. 
Many  elderly  people  feel  desperate¬ 


ly  alone  and  quite  unattractive. 

When  1  talk  with  them,  I  reach 
out  to  touch  them.  Eyes  light  up; 
the  body  leans  into  my  touch;  a 
smile  crosses  the  face.  My  touch 
means,  “You  don’t  reject  me  be¬ 
cause  I’m  old.  There  is  still  some¬ 
thing  attractive  about  me.” 

Touching  is  one  of  the  greatest 
gifts  we  can  give. 

Little  wonder  that  an  outcast  is 
called  an  untouchable. 


There’s  an  entire  language  of 
touching — from  passionate  or  com¬ 
passionate  to  a  jabbing  touch  of 
hostility  or  gentle  touch  of  affec¬ 
tion. 

There  is  the  caressing  touch  of 
consolation,  the  reassuring  touch  of 
understanding,  the  familiar  touch 
of  old  friends  and  the  tentative 
touch  of  lovers. 

Today’s  a  good  day  to  reach  out  and 
touch  someone — person  to  person. 


Church-state 
debate  grows 
in  England 

By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 

Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — The  long-running 
debate  over  proposals  to  separate 
the  Church  of  England  from  the 
government  has  resurfaced,  with 
Prime  Minister  John  Major  sup¬ 
porting  the  current  arrangement 
and  Bishop  Peter  Nott  of  Nor¬ 
wich  criticizing  it. 

During  the  past  decade,  the 
church-state  arrangement  has  got¬ 
ten  attention  as  a  result  of  church 
criticisms  of  policies  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  government  under  Mr. 
Major  and  his  immediate  prede¬ 
cessor.  Margaret  Thatcher. 

Both  the  church  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  have  had  divisions  on 
the  question.  While  Mr.  Major 
supports  the  historic  arrange¬ 
ment  under  which  the  Church  of 
England  functions  as  the  “state 
church”  and  bishops  are  appoint¬ 
ed  with  the  approval  of  Parlia¬ 
ment.  it  was  criticized  last  year 
by  two  past  chairmen  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

On  the  other  hand,  while  some 
bishops  have  called  for  disestab¬ 
lishment,  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  George  Carey  has  warned 
that  such  a  move  would  consti¬ 
tute  a  public  declaration  that  En¬ 
gland  is  no  longer  a  Christian 
nation. 

Mr.  Major  defended  this  posi¬ 
tion  in  a  recent  BBC  broadcast. 
He  said  the  current  arrangement 
“is  a  very  satisfactory  melding  of 
interests,  and  I  think  that  it  is 
perhaps  reassuring  for  many  peo¬ 
ple  to  know  that  there  is  that 
melded  interest  between  church 
and  state." 

In  contrast,  the  bishop  of  Nor¬ 
wich  criticized  the  present 
church-state  arrangement  in  a 
debate  on  constitutional  reform 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

"Through  the  establishment 
the  Church  of  England,  many 
seem  to  some  to  enjoy  privileges 
which  are  anachronistic,  unjusti¬ 
fied  and  in  need  of  abolition,” 
Bishop  Nott  said. 


United  Methodists  help 
build  homes  in  Panama 


By  PAUL  JEFFREY 

Religious  News  Service 

PANAMA  CITY,  Panama — Just 
over  two  years  ago,  Ercilia  Restrepo 
was  sleeping  soundly  in  her  bed  in  a 
decrepit  slum  in  downtown  Panama 
City. 

Just  before  midnight  on  Dec.  19, 
she  awoke  to  the  sound  of  explo¬ 
sions,  gunfire  and  cries  of  neighbors 
seeking  refuge  from  the  violence. 

She  and  her  neighborhood  were 
caught  in  the  U.S.  invasion  that  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  eventual  arrest  of  Gen. 
Manuel  Noriega. 

Now  Ms.  Restrepo,  22,  is  plan¬ 
ning  on  sleeping  soundly  once 
again,  thanks  to  a  church-sponsored 
project  that  has  provided  decent 
housing  to  some  of  the  poorest  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  invasion  that  destroyed 
her  neighborhood. 

With  help  from  Methodists  in 
Panama  and  the  United  States,  Ms. 
Restrepo  sidestepped  government 
housing  for  refugees  of  the  invasion, 
which  has  drawn  sharp  criticism  for 
its  ineffective  use  of  funds.  She  is 
living  in  an  alternative  develop¬ 
ment  built  with  the  help  of  U.S. 
Methodist  volunteers. 

To  support  the  development, 
known  as  the  “Rising  Sun"  project, 
the  Panamanian  Methodist  Church 
arranged  for  volunteer  work  teams 
from  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  United  States. 

When  U.S.  troops  came  with 
tanks  and  warplanes  and  surround¬ 
ed  the  residence  of  Mr.  Noriega  de¬ 


manding  the  surrender  of  his 
troops,  Ms.  Restropo  was  among 
others  who  were  forced  to  leave 
Chorrillo,  a  sprawling  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  ancient,  yet  picturesque 
wooden  houses  that  surrounded  the 
headquarters  of  the  Panamanian 
Defense  force — Mr.  Noriega’s  mili¬ 
tary.  The  neighborhood  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  « 

The  efforts  of  U.S.  volunteers 
have  allowed  Ms.  Restrepo  and  oth¬ 
er  refugees  to  get  more  for  their 
money — approximately  $6,500  per 
family  drawn  from  $16  million  in 
funds  provided  by  the  U.S.  Agency 
for  International  Development  as 
“compensation”  for  damage  to 
their  homes. 

Ms.  Restrepo  lived  with  her  hus¬ 
band  and  18-month-old  son  in 
Chorrillo,  a  slum  built  in  the  early 
years  of  this  century  by  workers  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  construction  of  the 
Panama  Canal. 

When  soldiers  ordered  the  build¬ 
ing  evacuated,  she  left  with  her  fam¬ 
ily,  watching  as  flames  enveloped 
the  area.  By  the  time  the  sun  rose 
on  Dec.  20,  Ms.  Restrepo’s  home 
was  ashes,  along  with  homes  of 
2,200  others,  according  to  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  reports. 

Although  U.S.  officials  have  con¬ 
sistently  denied  it,  Ms.  Restrepo 
and  other  Chorrillo  residents  claim 
the  neighborhood  was  torched  by 
invading  troops  in  order  to  deny 
refuge  to  Mr.  Noriega’s  soldiers. 


Mr.  Hutchinson,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  so¬ 
ciety,  is  a  writer  and  consultant  liv¬ 
ing  in  Coral  Cables,  Fla. 

Vatican:  Take 
' sympathetic ' 
tack  with  media 

By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— In  a  major 
church  statement  on  communica¬ 
tions,  the  Vatican  has  instructed 
Roman  Catholic  leaders  to  seek  dia¬ 
logue  rather  than  confrontation  in 
their  dealings  with  the  mass  media. 

Issued  by  the  Pontifical  Council 
for  Social  Communications,  the 
statement  criticizes  the  communi¬ 
cations  industry  on  several  major 
counts,  including  what  it  refers  to  as 
the  frequent  domination  of  media 
by  various  “elites.” 

Yet  the  document,  titled  “Aetatis 
Novae”  (Latin  ^rr  “A  New  Era"),  says 
the  church  should  approach  its  differ¬ 
ences  with  the  industry  in  a  spirit  of 
“honest  and  respectful  dialogue.” 

In  this  country,  clashes  over  the 
content  of  television  programs  and 
other  media  offerings  have  often  trig¬ 
gered  advertiser  boycotts  and  similar 
campaigns  of  pressure  by  religious  ac¬ 
tivists,  including  Catholics. 

While  not  ruling  out  such  mea¬ 
sures,  the  statement  underscores  the 
need  for  a  “sympathetic  under¬ 
standing"  of  mass  media.  It  further 
calls  on  religious  groups  to  offer 
“support  and  encouragement”  to 
those  involved  in  media  work. 
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A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PACE  6 


CAMPING: 


Are  our  children,  youth  and  adults  aware  of  the  many  camping  op¬ 
portunities  available  in  the  Louisiana  Conference? 

Camping  enables  people  of  all  ages  to  experience  the  love  of  God 
and  neighbor  through  an  encounter  with  the  natural  world. 
Resources*: 

Ca'Vwrite  Carolyn  Dove  (See  “People  Resources”) 

February  14,  1992  issue  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
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SUMMER  SERVE: 

Are  we  actively  engaging  our  children  in  local  mission? 

Children  learn  by  doing.  Summer  Serve  is  a  6-8  session  summer  pro¬ 
gram  based  on  Galatians  5: 1 3,  that  teaches  children  how  to  help  those  in 
need. 

Resources*: 

Request  FREE  Summer  Serve  booklet 
(call/write  Leslie  Akin  —  See  “People  Resources”) 


CONFIRMATION: 

Are  we  helping  our  youth  know  about  Jesus  Christ  or  follow  Jesus 
Christ? 

Confirmation  offers  us  the  opportunity  to  help  our  young  people  devel¬ 
op  a  persona]  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Savior  and  Lord. 

Resources*: 

Request  FREE  Confirmation  booklet 
(call/write  Leslie  Akin  —  See  “People  Resources”) 


WORSHIP: 

Does  our  worship  experience  empower  us  to  revere  and  serve  God 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  week?  Do  we  understand  what  worship  really 
means? 

Scripture  and  tradition  remind  us  that  worship  must  take  us  beyond  a 
one  hour  a  week  experience. 

Resources*: 

Request  FREE  Worship  booklet 

(call/write  Leslie  Akin  —  See  “People  Resources”) 
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MEMBERSHIP  CLASSES: 

Are  we  providing  instruction  for  persons  coming  to  the  faith  from  other 
traditions  or  from  unchurched  backgrounds? 

People  are  far  more  likely  to  passionately  commit  their  prayers,  pres¬ 
ence,  gifts  and  service  to  the  church  if  they  understand  the  significant  part 
they  play  in  what  we  believe  and  why  we  believe  it. 

Resources*: 

The  UM  Primer,  Custer.  Discipleship  Resources. 

Video:  "A  Charge  to  Keep:  An  Introduction  to  the  UMC,”  Willimon. 
Cokesbury. 

See  “People  Resources” 


PLEASE  USE  YOUR  DISTRICT  AND  CONFERENCE  RESOURCE 
PERSONS.  THEY  ARE  THERE  TO  SERVE  YOU!! 

Conference  Director  of  Education  and  Worship:  Leslie  Akin  —  527 
North  Blvd.  —  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802.  504-346-1646. 

Acadiana  District 

Phyllis  Hammonds  —  711  2nd  St.,  —  Morgan  City,  La.  70380. 
#504-384-4098. 

Alexandria  District 

Pat  Hogan  —  837  Starlight  Trail  —  Pineville,  La.  71360. 
#318-445-8630 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Catherine  Jacocks  —  7149  Pride-Pt.  Hudson  Rd.  —  Zachary,  La.  70791. 
#504-654-8376 


DAILY  LIVING: 

Are  we  providing  people  with  effective  Christ-centered  tools  to  cope 
with  the  pressures  of  everyday  life? 

People  will  commit  themselves  to  a  group  that  cares  enough  not  only  to 
hear  their  need,  but  also  to  help  meet  their  need. 

Resources*:  (the  people  listed  will  be  able  to  direct  you  to  additional  re¬ 
sources) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  (AA)  —  468  Park  Avenue  S.  NY,  NY  10016 
Divorce  Recovery  —  Your  local  United  Way  office,  Family  Counseling 
Services 

Parenting  —  Family  Resource  Coalition:  a  national  resource  center 
for  family  support  (#312-341-0900) 

Counseling  —  John  Winn  (Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  —  #3 1 8-474-4264) 

Job  Loss  —  Boyd  Baun  (#504-766-6453) 

Singles  Ministry  —  Charlie  Langford  (Chairperson  of  Singles  Ministry 
for  the  La.  Conference) 

Widowed  Persons  Ministry  —  AARP  (American  Association  for 
Retired  Persons) 


I 
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LAB  SCHOOL 

Are  we  providing  opportunities  for  our  teachers  to  learn  how  to 
teach  and  for  our  leaders  to  learn  how  to  lead? 

Statistics  show  us  that  we  learn  most  effectively  through  experi¬ 
ence.  Lab  Schools  offer  “a  hands  on”  experience  in  planning,  teach¬ 
ing,  leading,  observing  and  evaluating. 

Resources*: 

General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Christian  Education  Section. 

P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0840. 


Lake  Charles  District 

Vicki  Fuller  —  4536  E.  Meadow  Lane  —  Lake  Charles,  La.  70605. 
#318-478-7258 
Monroe  District 

Jean  Griggs  —  1272  Philpot  Rd.  —  W.  Monroe,  La.  71292. 
#318-325-6551 

New  Orleans  District 

Delores  Giles  —  405  S.  Gatehouse  Dr.  #G  —  Metairie,  La.  70001 
#504-833-4886 

North  Shore  District 

Carolyn  Foster  —  1540  Broadmoor  —  Slidell,  La  70458. 
#504-641-4482. 

Ruston  District 

Susan  Merideth  —  621  Frazier  Rd.  —  Ruston,  La.  71270. 
#318-255-2211 


BIBLE  STUDY: 

Do  we  offer  our  people  in-depth  Bible  study  at  different  times  and  loca¬ 
tions? 

Frequent  encounters  with  scripture  ground  us  in  our  faith  and  provide 
the  foundation  for  spiritual  growth. 

Resources*: 

February,  1992  Coordinated  Mailing. 


Shreveport  District 

Tom  Patty  —  9312  Wiscassett  —  Shreveport,  La.  71115. 
#318-797-7553 


ADDITIONAL  RESOURCES  AVAILABLE 
FROM  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH: 

Planbook/Forecast  (excellent  resources  for  planning  Sunday  School  and 
Fellowship  Groups  in  the  local  church).  Please  note  that  in  the  future 
these  booklets  will  be  combined  into  one  resource  and  will  be  issued 
only  one  time  a  year. 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  —  #615-340-7200 

InfoServ  (general  information  about  the  United  Methodist  Church) 
#1-800-251-8140 

EcuFilm  (audio-visual  resources)  #1-800-251-4091 

Curric-U-Phone  (information  about  curriculum  resources) 
#1-800-251-8591 
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The  Macedonian  Call 
Answered 
With  Enthusiasm 

Just  as  Paul  had  a  vision  that  the  people  of  Macedonia  needed  him 
(Acts  16:9)  so  the  people  of  Louisiana  responded  to  a  vision  from  God  to 
help  our  Russian  Christian  brothers  and  sisters.  By  the  time  you  read 
this  article,  over  7,000  boxes  of  food  will  be  making  their  way  to  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Russia.  That  is  over  140  tons  with  an  estimated  value  of 
$350,000. 

It  is  because  of  the  tireless  work  of  the  laity  and  clergy  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  that  this  massive  food  relief  is  made  possible. 

We  are  also  grateful  to  the  National  Guard  in  Lafayette  and  Baton 
Rouge  for  the  use  of  their  armories  and  personnel  in  helping  with  this 
project. 

I  want  to  pay  tribute  to  a  very  hard-working  Russian  Food  Lift  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  district  coordinators,  to  the  laity  and  pastors  of  our  Loui¬ 
siana  churches,  and  to  our  friends  and  neighbors  of  other  communions 
who  helped  so  much  with  this  project,  and  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  who  made  delivery  possible. 

Truly,  we  answered  the  Macedonian  call  with  the  good  news  as  well  as 
good  food. 

(DU 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1992 


Health  Insurance  Program  Proposed 


Editor’s  Note: 
This  is  the  fifth  in 
a  series  of  articles 
on  issues  to  be 
voted  on  at  the 
General  Confer¬ 
ence,  May  5-15, 
in  Louisville.  The 
Rev.  Tom  Howe 
is  pastor  of  Cor¬ 
nerstone  CMC, 
New  Orleans  and 
the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions. 

When  the  General  Conference 
met  in  1988,  legislation  was  passed 
to  create  a  task  force  to  investigate 
and  propose  a  national  health  insur¬ 
ance  program  for  employees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  leg¬ 
islation  was  prompted  by  the  rising 
cost  of  health  insurance. 

Throughout  the  country,  costs 
have  escalated  by  as  much  as  25  per 
cent  annually,  making  insurance 
difficult  to  afford,  especially  on  the 
east  and  west  coasts. 

Late  last  year  the  committee  com¬ 
pleted  its  task  and  mailed  the  final 
draft  of  the  proposal  to  delegates. 
Highlights  of  their  proposal  are 
mentioned  here. 

Each  conference  would  be  sepa¬ 
rated  into  one  of  seven  blocks.  The 
blocks  would  be  designed  to  repre¬ 
sent  regional  cost  factors.  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  would  fall  into 
Block  Four. 

Set  up  in  each  geographical  re¬ 
gion  would  be  a  series  of  preferred 
provider  care  programs  similar  to 
those  provided  by  Health  Mainte¬ 
nance  Organizations. 

If  the  selected  provider  care  were 
used  by  an  individual,  the  insur¬ 
ance  would  pay  80  percent.  If  a 
person  went  to  a  physician  outside 
the  program,  the  insurance  would 
only  pay  60  percent.  There  would 
be  other  penalties  including  deduct- 


Conference 

News 

Holy  Week  Services  will  be  led  by 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  bishop- 
in-residence  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  April  12-14  at  First  UMC, 
Hammond,  where  the  Rev.  Charles 
Humphreys  is  pastor.  Activities  for 
youth  and  children  will  be  led  by 
Flint  Shea  and  Linda  Fox  of  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

*  *  * 

The  annual  Golf  Tournament  for 
Louisiana  Clergy  is  set  for  Tuesday, 
April  21,  12:30  p.m.  at  Toro  Hills 
Resort,  south  of  Many.  Registration 
($38)  is  due.  Send  to:  the  Rev.  Larry 
O’Dell,  registrar,  P.O.  Box  246, 
Farmerville,  LA.,  71241-0246. 


ible  changes  for  using  facilities  and 
physicians  which  were  not  a  part  of 
the  program. 


Choice  of  Deductible 

Under  the  plan,  each  family 
would  be  able  to  choose  a  deduct¬ 
ible  of  either  $250,  $500  or  $700. 
This  would  be  an  individual  deci¬ 
sion  based  upon  each  family’s  antic¬ 
ipated  health  care  needs. 

Preventative  health  care  would 
be  provided.  The  program  would 
offer  free  wellness  and  screening 
processes  for  certain  age  groups. 

An  innovative  idea  relates  to 
funding.  Under  the  program  an  em¬ 
ployee  could  have  a  larger  amount 
removed  from  his  or  her  paycheck 
each  month.  This  amount,  to  be 
used  toward  deductibles  and  co-in¬ 
surance,  would  be  a  tax  deduction. 

However,  if  a  person  enrolled  in 
the  program  did  not  use  those  funds 
within  the  year  the  funds  would  not 
carry  over  to  the  next  year. 

Overall,  the  program  offers  a  wid¬ 
er  variety  of  possibilities  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
However,  cost  is  a  concern.  While 
for  many  conferences  the  cost 
would  go  down,  for  Louisiana  the 
cost  would  actually  go  up. 

This  year  alone  it  would  have  in¬ 
creased  our  premiums  by  5.1  per¬ 
cent  while  only  providing  an 
additional  1.9  percent  in  services. 

As  we  move  toward  the  future 
there  is  some  concern  that  an  even¬ 
tual  single  national  premium  might 
be  started.  This  single  premium 
would  lead  to  much  higher  premi¬ 
ums  for  persons  in  the  midwest. 

Now  Self-Funded 

Currently  Louisiana  UMC  em¬ 
ployees  have  a  self-funded  insur¬ 
ance  program.  Because  it  is 
self-funded  we  have  a  large  amount 
of  control  over  cost  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  itself. 

The  proposal  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  not  for  a  self-funded  pro¬ 
gram  but  one  that  is  more 
traditional. 

The  new  plan  would  mean  less 
control  and  more  possibility  of  rate 
increases  due  to  problems  in  other 
areas  of  the  country. 

This  issue  is  complicated  and 
morally  difficult  for  the  delegates. 
There  is  a  need  to  help  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  other  areas,  which  the 
program  would  accomplish.  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  also  the  need  to  look 
after  our  interests  and  those  of  oth¬ 
ers  in  our  Annual  Conference. 

Currently,  the  Louisiana  Board  of 
Pensions  which  oversees  health  pro¬ 
grams  is  on  record  as  opposed  to 
the  proposed  health  insurance  pro¬ 
gram. 


Laity,  Clergy  Work  Hard 
On  Massive  Food  Relief 


lust  a  little  break  between 


loads  for  hard  workers,  FROM 


LEFT,  Doug  Zettlemoyer  of  Zachary  and  Laura  Viola,  Barbara  Bish¬ 
op  and  Walter  Parker  of  North  Shore  District. 


Loading  up  a  red  pick-up  truck  at  Blackwater  UMC,  are  FROM  LEFT, 
Dr.  Kirby  Vining,  pastor,  Iris  Threeton  and  Jim  Mahan. 


Lt.  Gov.  Melinda  Schwegmann 
And  72  Legislators  Attend 
' Methodist  Morning '  at  Capitol 


Lt.  Gov.  Melinda  Schwegmann 
and  72  Louisiana  state  legislators 
from  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives  attended  “Methodist 
Morning,”  the  Bishop’s  Reception 
held  at  the  State  Capitol  on  opening 
day  of  the  legislative  session. 

Bishop  William  Oden,  other  cler¬ 
gy  and  laypersons  from  throughout 
the  Louisiana  conference  greeted 
the  elected  officials  and  discussed 
legislation  of  special  concern  to 
United  Methodists. 

Concerning  Schwegmann’s  views. 
Bishop  Oden  said,  “Her  concern 
and  our  Social  Creed  mesh  on  child 
care.” 

A  Presbyterian,  she  said  she  be¬ 
lieves  all  day  care  centers  should  be 
regulated  to  protect  the  children. 

Many  of  the  legislators  expressed 
concern  about  day  care  centers, 
some  saying  they  need  more  regula¬ 
tion  and  others  wanting  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  leave  centers  alone. 

Quality  of  Day  Care 

Senator  Randy  L.  Ewing  (  Dem. 
Dist.  35)  United  Methodist  from 
the  Quitman/Ruston  area,  said  he 
would  introduce  legislation  that 
first  day  “to  standardize  the  quality 
of  day  care.”  He  talked  about  the 
importance  of  giving  children  more 
than  custodial  care,  saying  they 
needed  developmental  help,  self-es¬ 
teem  and  positive  attitudes  toward 
learning. 

Rep.  Jack  Smith  (Dem.  Dist.  50) 
a  Baptist  from  Patterson,  said  he 
thinks  legislation  on  environmental 
issues  will  be  “fair  and  reasonable” 
regulating  anything  that  is  “hazard¬ 
ous  and  dangerous  to  our  health” 
but  permitting  companies  to  pro¬ 
vide  jobs,  too. 

Although  he  said  he  voted  for  the 
lottery  for  “purely  political”  rea¬ 
sons  as  a  trade-off  to  get  the  sales 
tax  reduced,  Rep.  Jimmy  N.  Dimos 
(Dem.  Dist.  16)  of  Monroe,  an  Epis¬ 
copalian,  said, "I’m  from  North 
Louisiana  and  there  is  no  way  I’m 
(voting)  for  casino  gambling.” 

Concerning  child  care,  he  said,  “I 
think  parents  and  the  church  offi¬ 
cials  ought  to  get  involved”  in  see¬ 
ing  that  day  care  centers  are  what 
they  should  be. 


Rep.  Randall  Roach  (Dem. Dist. 
36)  of  Lake  Charles,  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  said,  “1  was  not  for  the  lottery 
or  any  gambling.  The  gambling  is¬ 
sues  are  probably  the  worst  legisla¬ 
tion  that  will  come  up  this  season.  I 
think  gambling  ought  to  be  treated 
like  alcohol,  people  in  the  (effected) 
parish  vote," 

Senator  Steve  D.  Thompson, 
(Dem.  Dist.  32)  a  Baptist  from 
Winnsboro,  said  he  is  opposed  to 
more  regulation  of  day  care  centers. 
“We  need  to  look  at  long  term  ef¬ 
fects  of  regulations  as  opposed  to 
under  regulation.” 

Right-to-Work 

New  Rep.  Chuck  McMains,  a 
United  Methodist  from  Baton 
Rouge  (Rep.,  Dist.  69)  is  interested 
in  right-to-work  legislation  saying 
he  feels  an  employee  shouldn’t  be 
required  to  belong  to  a  union. 

Victor  Bussie,  also  a  United 
Methodist,  gave  the  other  side  of 
that  issue  at  the  legislative  seminar 
held  at  First  UMC  after  the  recep¬ 
tion.  He  said  a  non-union  employee 
working  beside  a  union  member 
currently  reaps  the  same  benefits 
because  the  same  services  are  pro¬ 
vided  for  him  or  her  as  for  a  union 
member.  If  the  majority  of  employ¬ 
ees  vote  for  union  representation 
then  he  thinks  all  should  be  re¬ 
quired  to  join  the  union  and  pay 
dues. 

New  Senator  Jay  Dardenne  Jr. 
(Rep.  Dist.  16)  of  Baton  Rouge,  who 
is  Jewish,  said  he  would  be  most  in¬ 
terested  in  health,  education  and 
flood  disclosure  legislation. 

Rep.  Shirley  D.  Bowler  (Rep. 
Dist  78),  a  Catholic  from  Harahan 
said  she  was  the  first  Republican 
woman  elected  to  the  House.  “My 
strong  concerns  will  be  business.  At¬ 
tracting  people  (business  and  indus¬ 
try)  to  Louisiana  is  the  only  way  out 
of  the  doldrums.” 

No  Voucher  System 

Rep.  Suzanne  M.  Krieger  (Rep- 
.Dist.76)  United  Methodist  of  Sli¬ 
dell,  said  she  is  “not  for  the  voucher 
system  for  private  schools,”  adding 
that  the  “public  education  needs  at¬ 
tention  first." 

Senator  James  Cox,  (Dem.Dis- 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  Get 
Personally  Involved  in  Sending 
Food  to  Russian  Brothers,  Sisters 


Our  leader.  Bishop  William  Oden,  who  grew  up  on  a  farm,  looked 
right  at  home  operating  a  fork  lift  which  feels  a  little  like  driving  a 
tractor.  In  the  background  are  some  of  the  boxes  of  food  moved 
from  trucks  to  the  Louisiana  Army  National  Guard  Armory  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


Margaret  Guth,  SECOND  FROM  LEFT,  a  member  of  the  state  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  Russia  Food  Lift,  and  a  group  from  Lafayette  are  pic¬ 
tured  as  they  are  “sending  forth  service"  in  the  form  of  food.  “It 
was  a  joy  to  see  what  our  churches  have  done,"  Guth  said.  "Jesus 
has  said  to  love  our  enemies  and  feed  the  hungry.  That's  what  we 
are  doing." 


The  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  Baton  Rouge  District  Food  Lift  chairman, 
works  with  Henry  Hanson  of  St.  Luke's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  in  count¬ 
ing  boxes  of  food  that  were  unloaded. 


The  Zachary  effort  involved  the  entire  community  in  the  Russia 
Food  Lift  project. 


trict  27)  a  Catholic,  was  asked  (Dem.uist.  63),  Baptist,  said  his 
about  the  voucher  system  of  giving  project  for  the  session  would  be 
funds  to  students  in  parochial  and  “trying  to  find  money,  “adding  that 
private  schools.  He  replied,  “I  don’t  he  is  distressed  about  how  “tighten- 
think  it’s  workable.”  ing  the  purse  strings  wreaks  havoc 

Baton  Rougean  Rep.  Kip  Holden  on  peoples  lives.” 
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Editorials, 


Is  there  religious  ground  for  Earth  Day? 


Are  there  religious  or  moral  rea¬ 
sons  for  Christians  to  support  the 
annual  observance  of  Earth  Day? 

One  would  scarcely  think  so, 
based  on  promotional  materials  re¬ 
cently  mailed  to  religious  leaders 
by  organizers  of  the  April  22  event. 

Nowhere  in  the  materials  en¬ 
dorsed  by  Earth  Day  founder  Gay- 
lord  Nelson — a  former  U.S. 
Senator  from  Wisconsin — did  we 
find  an  effort  to  connect  concern 
for  the  earth’s  environment  with  a 
religious  framework. 

We're  disturbed  that  a  broad- 
based  appeal  to  religious  leaders 
lacked  even  a  hint  at  why  the 
planet's  fate  merits  concern  by 
the  religious  community. 

On  both  theological  and  practi¬ 
cal  grounds,  such  concern  should 
not  be  taken  for  granted. 

As  an  example  of  the  former, 
countless  Christians  hold  an  apoca¬ 
lyptic  view  of  history  based  on 
their  interpretation  of  Scriptures, 
particularly  Revelation. 


Far  from  being  horrified  by 
prospects  of  "the  end  of  the 
world,”  some  Christians  view  such 
warnings  as  welcome  signs  of 
Christ’s  imminent  return  and  not 
something  to  be  delayed  by  efforts 
to  “save  the  planet.” 

As  an  example  of  practical  mat¬ 
ters,  experience  shows  it  is  ex¬ 
traordinarily  difficult  to  sustain 
ongoing  efforts  to  teach  and  prac¬ 
tice  an  ethic  that  stresses  care  for 
the  environment.  That’s  because 
values  rooted  in  conservation  of 
resources  and  reduction  of  waste 
are  at  odds  with  the  buy-consume- 
dispose  mentality  drilled  into  us 
by  Madison  Avenue. 

As  a  result,  the  worthy  aim  of 
Earth  Day — preservation  of  our 
planet  for  future  generations — 
tends  to  receive  lukewarm  backing 
by  many  people  of  faith,  including 
Christians. 

We  believe  something  more  in- 
depth  and  enduring  is  required, 
particularly  if  Christians  are  to 


Put  'earth'  focus  in  right  place 


If  some  Christians  are  luke¬ 
warm  in  their  response  to  Earth 
Day,  the  blame  can’t  be  laid  en¬ 
tirely  at  the  feet  of  its  promoters 
(see  previous  editorial). 

To  the  ears  and  eyes  of  numer¬ 
ous  Christians,  Earth  Day  and 
similar  conservation  efforts  have 
the  offputting  ring  of  “Mother 
Earth”  worship — implicitly  if 
not  explicitly. 

It  would  be  unfortunate,  how¬ 
ever,  if  legitimate  concerns  about 
the  fate  of  our  planet  were  dis¬ 
missed  as  being  merely  expres¬ 
sions  of  “New  Age”  or  other 
non-Christian  beliefs. 


The  Bible  suggests  otherwise. 

Teachings  such  as  Psalms 
24:1— “The  earth  is  the  Lord’s, 
and  the  fullness  thereof” — not 
only  attest  to  God’s  majestic  acts 
of  creation.  They  also  imply  that 
the  gift  of  God’s  handiwork  not 
be  misused  or  abused. 

This  responsibility  stems  not 
from  our  glorification  of  creation, 
but  from  creation’s  inherent  worth 
as  an  expression  of  the  Creator. 

For  us  as  Christians,  such  an 
understanding  puts  the  ecological 
emphasis  where  it  belongs — 
upon  the  One  who  calls  us  to  be 
stewards  of  the  earth. 


make  more  than  a  dutiful  once-a- 
year  gesture  toward  Earth  Day. 

If  “more”  is  to  be  realized,  how¬ 
ever,  organizers  and  supporters  of 
Earth  Day  dare  not  assume  that 
the  worthiness  of  their  cause  is  self- 
evident,  not  even  to  Christians. 

Rather,  they  must  do  at  least 
two  things,  not  merely  during  the 
next  few  weeks  but  throughout 
the  year: 

/  Explicitly  and  regularly  con¬ 
nect  their  concerns  to  powerful 
themes  in  our  theological  and  mor¬ 
al  tradition.  Example:  God  created 
the  earth  (Genesis  1).  Hence,  it  is  a 
gift  to  be  cherished  and  preserved 
for  all  of  God’s  children,  including 
those  yet  to  be  bom. 

S  Show  practical  ways  in 
which  such  themes  can  be  applied 
in  the  contemporary  world.  Exam¬ 
ple:  Be  alert  to  signs  in  your  com¬ 
munity  that  the  earth,  far  from 
being  cherished,  is  being  abused. 
Consider  how  you  and/or  your 
congregation  might  oppose  such 
abuse  as  a  short-sighted  violation 
of  God’s  will. 


Letters  to  the  Pcm™ 

Memphis  statement  hit,  hailed 


The  “Memphis  Declaration"  that 
recently  appeared  in  a  paid  adver¬ 
tisement  insults  the  very  “sense"  of 
Methodism’s  story  (see  UMR, 
March  20  and  related  “Here  I 
Stand”  below). 

Perhaps  the  authors  have  not 
grasped  our  story  very  well  and 
that,  consequently,  is  the  problem. 

Their  interpretation  of  the  three 
affirmations — which  many  of  us 
can  affirm  with  just  the  deletion  of 
the  exclusivistic  “only” — appears 
to  show  that  Christian  affirmations 
are,  in  their  opinion,  affirmation  of 
the  agenda  of  the  political  far  right! 

What  I  want  to  suggest  against 
this  interpretation  of  Scripture, 
which  so  amazingly  congratulates  a 
vicious  Pharisaism,  is  that  the  story 
of  Methodism  does  not  affirm  the 
agenda  of  the  far  right  and,  for  that 
reason,  the  vision  behind  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Declaration  is  flawed  in  its  ex- 
clusivism,  its  jingoism,  and  its  reac¬ 
tionary  conservatism. 

For  example,  it  does  no  good 
whatsoever  to  discover  that  Wesley 
was  himself  a  conservative  “in  his 
day”  when  he  is  the  one  who  over¬ 
came  such  conservatism  and  re¬ 
newed  a  relationship  with  those  re¬ 
bels  “so  strangely  set  free.” 

Travis  W.  Reames 
Wyoming,  Minnesota 

Amen  to  Declaration 

My  response  to  the  Memphis 
Declaration:  Amen! 

We  United  Methodists  must  keep 
the  Word  of  God,  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,  utmost  in  our  minds  as  we  set 
the  course  of  our  church’s 
decisions. 

We  must,  as  the  Declaration 
states,  “not  surrender  the  unique¬ 
ness  and  centrality  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
and  what  he  taught  us  as  recorded 


in  the  Bible.  We  cannot  change  the 
true  meaning  of  the  Scriptures  to 
minimize  the  wrongness  of  sin. 

The  nucleus  of  Christianity  is 
love.  Through  Christian  love  we 
must  help  others  outside  the  will  of 
God  to  understand  his  will  and 
hopefully  choose  Jesus  Christ  as 
their  Savior  and  follow  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  as  written. 

Patricia  B.  Eichler 
Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania 

It  frightened  me 

It  frightened  me  to  read  the  “Call  to 
Action — the  Memphis  Declaration” 
advertised  in  the  March  20  issue. 

In  my  opinion  the  militant  mi¬ 
nority  are  the  righteous  crusaders, 
the  creators  of  this  document. 

I  pray  I  can  see  the  day  when  our 
churches  truly  believe  and  practice 
equality  by  teaching  that  all  people 
are  equal,  have  worth,  and  God’s 
grace  is  bestowed  on  all,  and  that 
the  members  of  Christ’s  body  are 
called  to  be  in  ministry  for  and  with 
one  another  and  to  the  world. 

It  is  my  belief  that  God  needs  us 
to  practice  love,  not  hate.  If  there 
are  judgments  to  be  made  let  God 
be  the  judge,  not  humans.  Let’s  not 
use  God’s  word  to  condemn  and 
creat  more  hate  and  hurt,  but  in¬ 
stead  to  teach  love  and  compas¬ 
sion — for  all  God’s  children. 

I  understand  these  “righteous 
ones.”  They  call  their  actions  a  “call 
to  holy  living.”  Perhaps  they  are  the 
ones  we  should  fear. 

Kathy  Massey  • 
Denton,  Texas 

Moral  leadership  needed 

This  concerns  the  March  1 3  story 
headlined,  “UM  delegates  lament 
emphasis  on  gay  issues.” 

So  long  as  our  church  leaders  (laity 


and  clergy)  cling  to  time-worn  and 
prejudicial  shibboleths  such  as  “sexu¬ 
al  orientation  is  a  matter  of  choice 
rather  than  biology”  and  that  “homo¬ 
sexuality  is  incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching”  to  justify  denying  ordi¬ 
nation  to  homosexuals,  this  issue 
will,  and  should,  remain  the  top  pri¬ 
ority  item  on  this  and  future  General 
Conference  agendas. 

I  believe  that  the  church — out  of 
perceived  institutional  risks — has 
failed  to  provide  courageous  and 
compassionate  moral  leadership  for 
a  just  resolution  to  this  and  other 
gay-related  issues. 

I  W.  R.  Gilfry 
Erie,  Pennsylvania 

What  was  intent? 

A  few  years  back  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  our  conference  were  asked  to 
make  three-year  pledges  to  support 
a  desperately  sagging  pension  fund. 

In  response,  some  of  us  dipped 
down  and  gave  over  and  above  our 
tithe.  It  was  not  easy  to  do. 

Now  I  read  in  the  Reporter  that  a 
$52  million  “surplus”  will  be  re-di- 
rected  if  approved  by  the  General 
Conference  (see  UMR,  March  1 3). 

Before  this  “found  money”  is 
gleefully  spent  I  would  sincerely 
hope  that  careful  consideration  is 
given  to  its  original  intent  and 
purpose. 

C.A.  Burke 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 


Declaration  perpetuates  forms  of  idolatry 


By  C.  JOSEPH  SPRAGUE 

Countless  lay  people  and  clergy  at 
the  grass-roots  level  are  not  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Memphis  Declaration 
or  the  theology  which  informs  it 
(see  UMR,  March  20). 

First,  the  declaration  asserts,  with 
triumphant  imperatives,  that  God’s 
gift  of  salvation  is  limited  to  those 
who  name  the  name  of  Jesus  in  a 
particular  way. 

The  effect  of  this  contention  is  to 
limit  God’s  grace  and,  ironically,  to 
urge  Christians  to  behave  in  a  very 
unJesus-like  manner.  Jesus  as  por¬ 
trayed  in  the  synoptic  Gospels 
would  have  been  appalled. 

In  the  Gospels,  Jesus  creates  and 
maintains  more  hospitable  space  for 
mutual  truth-seeking  and  needed  hu¬ 
mility  in  the  face  of  complex  differ¬ 
ences  than  the  Christo-centric  exclu- 
sivism  of  the  Memphis  paper  makes 
possible.  Such  exclusivism  makes  Je¬ 
sus  an  idol,  thus  robbing  God  of  the 
glory  due  God’s  holy  name. 

Yet  another  idol 

Second,  the  Memphis  Declara¬ 
tion  engages  in  bibliolatry,  thus 
fashioning  yet  another  idol  which 
stands  in  place  of  the  Holy  One. 

Scripture  is  our  primary  witness  to 
God’s  salvation  history.  The  words 
of  the  Bible,  inspired  but  human,  of 
eternal  value  yet  time-bound  and  cul¬ 
turally  conditioned,  do  convey  the 
precious  Word  of  God. 

However,  that  Word — present  in 
creation’s  evolution,  active  in  histo¬ 
ry’s  march  to  fulfillment,  voiced  in 
prophetic  utterance,  sung  in  poetic 
rhythm  and  uniquely  revealed  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ — is  not  synonymous  with 
the  words  of  the  Bible. 

The  words  of  the  Bible,  fallible  yet 
extraordinary,  function  as  micro¬ 
scopes  for  viewing  the  Word’s  imma¬ 
nence  and  as  telescopes  for  glimpsing 
the  Word’s  transcendence.  To  treat 


"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  C.  Joseph 
Sprague  is  minister 
of  North  Broadway 
United  Methodist 
Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed ,  double- 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  i  Stand/'  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 


75266-0275. 


the  words  of  the  Bible  as  an  end  rath¬ 
er  than  a  means  is  to  repudiate  the 
very  purpose  of  the  Bible. 

Third,  God  language  is  by  defini¬ 
tion  symbolic.  To  use  it  as  the  Mem¬ 
phis  paper  urges  is  makes  of  it  yet  an¬ 
other  in  a  panoply  of  modem  idols. 

The  title  of  Brian  Wren’s  recent 
book,  “What  Language  Shall  I  Bor¬ 
row?”  asks  the  right  question.  Many 
thoughtful  Christians  who  take  the  Bi¬ 
ble  seriously  know  that  any  human 
reference  for  God  is  limited.  We  real¬ 
ize  that  male-dominated  cultures, 
such  as  those  in  which  the  Bible 
emerged,  would  employ  male  imagery 
almost  to  the  exclusion  of  female  ref¬ 
erences  for  God.  What  else  could  be 
expected  when  women  were  viewed 
as  second-class  citizens  at  best? 


A  God  of  many  names 

To  point  to  the  mystery  and  won¬ 
der  of  God,  who  is  beyond  descrip¬ 
tion,  demands  a  God  of  many 
names.  God  as  Father?  In  part,  yes. 
But,  also  include  countless  additional 
metaphors  for  the  Holy  as  well. 

Thus,  the  castigation  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  language  of  the  proposed  Book 
of  Worship  by  the  Memphis  paper  is 
ludicrous.  Do  we  not  perceive  that 
images  for  the  Holy  are  by  definition 
limited?  To  mandate  “Father,  Son 


and  Holy  Spirit”  is  to  stifle  spiritual 
growth  for  many  while  seeking  to 
keep  God  securely  contained  in  our 
own  familiar  language  boxes. 

Why  do  the  writers  of  the  Memphis 
Declaration  hold  such  fear  of  dynam¬ 
ic  references  to  God?  Are  we  insensi¬ 
tive  to  the  fact  that  male  imagery  for 
God  is  terribly  limiting  and  even  po¬ 
tentially  hurtful  given  the  absent  or 
abusive  fathers  some  have  endured? 

Fourth,  the  Memphis  Declaration 
myopically  flails  at  certain  agencies 
and  the  location  of  one  quite  apart 
from  an  intentional  global  vision 
and  strategy  for  mission. 

Any  mission-committed  Christian 
understands  denominational  struc¬ 
ture  and  organization  to  be  vehicles 
through  which  the  church  works  to 
fulfill  its  mission.  Wherever  our  gen¬ 
eral  church,  conference  or  local 
church  organizations  and  structures 
focus  on  maintenance  rather  than 
mission,  changes  must  be  made. 

Surely,  all  structures  of  our  de¬ 
nomination  need  to  be  scrutinized 
carefully  and  altered  where  neces¬ 
sary.  I  suspect  that  we  can  become 
much  leaner  at  all  connectional  lev¬ 
els  thus  freeing  dollars  and  time  for 
hands-on-ministry  with  the  least, 
the  last  and  the  lost. 

But,  let  us  pinpoint  our  problems 
carefully  and  act  prudently  based  on 
solid  data.  As  we  do  this,  let  us  re¬ 
mind  ourselves  that  no  surgeon  would 
use  a  meat  cleaver  to  perform  delicate 
surgery  on  a  patient  she  loves. 

Fifth,  the  Memphis  Declaration 
calls  on  General  Conference  to  re¬ 
ject  the  work  of  the  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality. 

This  study  panel  has  performed  a 
valuable  service  for  our  church.  Its 
deliberations  have  shown  that  the 
data  surrounding  homosexuality  are 
too  complex  and  the  human  beings 
involved  too  precious  to  treat  this 
subject  as  a  win-lose  political  issue. 

Many  of  us  can  remember  much 


'7  feel  the  winds  of 
present  day  cultural  '/de¬ 
ism'  blowing  in  the 
Memphis  paper.  Caution 
is  needed." 

— C.  Joseph  Sprague 


of  the  same  emotion,  vehemence 
and  biblical  proof-texting  when 
Blacks  sought  equality  in  the  church 
and  this  nation  only  a  few  short 
years  ago.  Why  such  fear  of  differ¬ 
ences?  Does  not  Christian  charity 
demand  prayerful  consideration  of 
this  mandated  report? 

Finally,  the  Memphis  paper  asks 
that  we  treat  as  primary — faith — 
that  which  the  church  historically 
has  treated  as  secondary. 

By  contrast,  the  Baptism  Study 
correctly  places  priority  on  the  sav¬ 
ing  grace  of  God  as  symbolized  by 
baptism.  It  rightly  views  the  faith 
response  as  just  that:  a  human  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  prior  action  of  God. 

I  feel  the  winds  of  present  day, 
cultural  “Me-ism”  blowing  in  the 
Memphis  paper.  Caution  is  needed. 

Yet,  grace  abounds,  preveniently 
so.  Because  it  does,  faith  can  re¬ 
spond  in  many  different  ways. 


Reprints  available 

Reprints  of  the  pre-General  Con¬ 
ference  special  report  (see  UMR 
Pages  2-3,  April  3  issue)  are  avail¬ 
able  at  $1  each  for  the  first  25,  plus 
shipping.  Additional  copies  25  cents 
each  up  to  500,  plus  shipping.  Write 
UMR  Reprint,  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  phone  (214) 
630-6495,  Fax  (214)  630-0079. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 
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“And  he  said,  ‘Abba,  Father,  all 
things  are  possible  to  thee;  remove 
this  cup  from  me;  yet  not  what  I 
will,  but  what  thou  wilt.’  ”  (KJV) 
Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  2  Corinthians  12:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  13 

Monday:  Psalms  31:9-13 
Tuesday:  Psalms  31:14-16 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  50:4-6 
Thursday:  Isaiah  50:7-9a 
Friday:  Luke  22: 1 4-23:56 
Saturday:  Luke  23: 1  -49 
Sunday:  Philippians:  2:5-1 1 


What  others  are  saving _ 


“Everyone  should  take  seriously 
the  question  of  where  they  invest 
their  money.  The  ethics  of  investing 
are  so  diverse  and  changeable  that 
it’s  hard  to  say  what  they  should 
be  . . .  In  432  years  [on  the  board]  at 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary, 
we  have  never  been  able  to  agree  on 
what  is  questionable.  So  we  just  say, 
‘If  the  product  is  harmful,  then  the 
investment  is  questionable.’  ” 

— John  Marks  Templeton,  founder 
of  the  Templeton  Prize  for  Progress 
in  Religion. 

*  *  * 

“Constantly  over  the  years  [of 
captivity],  I  found  consolation  and 
counsel  in  the  Bible  I  was  given.  I 
read  the  Bible  more  than  50  times, 


cover  to  cover . . . .” 

— Journalist  Terry  Anderson,  for¬ 
mer  hostage  in  Lebanon. 

*  *  * 

“God  is  not  launching  a  rescue 
operation.  God  is  launching  an  in¬ 
vasion  to  take  back  his  earth  from 
corruption  and  death.  God  invites 
us  to  be  a  part  of  that  invasion.  Far 
more  important  things  are  at  stake 
than  our  own  spiritual  temperature. 
The  aim  is  not  our  own  personal 
salvation.  Our  aim  is  to  join  in  this 
astonishing  movement  God  has 
launched  upon  the  earth  to  take 
back  creation.” 

— The  Rer.  Theodore  Jennings  of 
Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Developmen 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 

t 

Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term  $100 

7.00% 

1  year  term  $100 

5.00% 

Flexible  $100 

5.00% 

*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 

a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  Ail  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular. 
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Faith 


watch 


SEXUALITY  STATEMENT:  The  20-per¬ 
son  California-Pacific  Annual  Conference  dele- 
gation  to  United  Methodism’s  General 
Conference  May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  is¬ 
sued  a  statement  affirming  sexuality  as  a  gift  “to 
be  enjoyed  and  used  in  the  service  of  God.”  The 
document,  drafted  by  the  Rev.  John  Cobb,  pro¬ 
fessor  emeritus  at  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.),  is  identified  in  a  cover 
memo  as  a  rebuttal  to  a  statement  issued  by  a 
group  of  evangelical  United  Methodists.  That 
statement,  called  “The  Memphis  Declaration,” 
cited  “sins  of  the  flesh”  and  called  on  the 
church  to  uphold  “Christian  sexual  morality.” 

PENSION  ASSETS:  Total  assets  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions  rose  by  $1 
million  last  year.  This  ranks  the  fund  91st 
among  the  nation’s  largest  1,000  pension  funds, 
according  to  “Pensions  &  Investments  Age” 
magazine.  That  ranking  is  the  highest  among 
churches,  followed  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (131st);  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  (143rd);  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (173rd);  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  (189th). 


FIGHT  'ADULT'  BOOKS:  The  United 

Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions  has  asked 
its  staff  to  file  a  shareholder  resolution  with  K 
mart  Corp.  next  year  in  an  effort  to  get  “adult” 
books  and  magazines  removed  from  store 
shelves  at  Waldenbooks,  a  K  mart  subsidiary. 
The  board  at  its  spring  meeting  agreed  to  take 
aim  at  pornographic  literature  and  movies  by 
putting  pressure  on  corporations  in  its  invest¬ 
ment  portfolio. 

INVESTMENT  RULES:  The  federal  Se¬ 
curities  Exchange  Commission  is  considering 
removing  opportunities  for  United  Methodist 
agencies  and  other  groups  to  use  their  investors’ 
status  to  challenge  corporations  on  issues  as  di¬ 
verse  as  doing  business  in  South  Africa  and  pro¬ 
moting  infant  formula  to  Third-World  mothers, 
according  to  Timothy  Smith.  He  is  a  United 
Methodist  and  executive  director  of  the  Inter¬ 
faith  Center  on  Corporate  Responsibility.  At  is¬ 
sue  is  what  is  referred  to  as  the  “social 
responsibility  shareholder  resolution.” 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BV  IOHN  GOODWIN 


STAMFORD,  Conn. — The  Women's  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
honored  its  president,  Sally  Graham  Ernst  of 
Bethel  Park,  Pa.,  last  month,  in  celebration  of 
her  four  years  as  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women.  A  $60,000  public  policy  in¬ 
ternship  in  her  name  will  be  established  at  a 
United  Methodist-related  institution.  With 
her  is  her  husband,  Edward. 


Mexico  issue  clouds  Methodists'  papal  visit 
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VATICAN  CITY — The  Rev.  Donald  English,  president  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  (second 
from  left)  poses  with  Pope  |ohn  Paul  II  during  a  recent  Methodist-Roman  Catholic  dialogue. 
With  them  are  (from  left)  Monsignor  Kevin  McDonald,  co-secretary  of  the  Methodist-Catholic 
dialogue;  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  and  the  Rev.  Geof¬ 
frey  Wainwright,  World  Methodist  ecumenical  chairman. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  recent  milestone  in  the  25- 
year  dialogue  between  Method¬ 
ists  and  Roman  Catholics  almost 
faltered  over  ongoing  conflicts 
between  Catholics  and  Protes¬ 
tants  in  Mexico. 

A  30-minute  private  audience 
between  Pope  John  Paul  II  and 
leaders  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council — the  longest  such  visit 
thus  far — highlighted  several 
days  of  consultation  with  Vati¬ 
can  officials  in  Rome. 

Representing  Methodists  were 
the  Rev.  Donald  English  of  Great 
Britain,  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council;  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
the  council’s  chief  executive;  and 
the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright, 
also  of  Great  Britain  and  chair  of 
the  council’s  ecumenical  rela¬ 
tions. 

World  concerns  addressed 

Making  his  first  presidential 
visit  to  the  Vatican,  Dr.  English 
addressed  several  world  and 
church  concerns,  such  as  the 
changed  situation  in  eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  developments  in  South  Af¬ 
rica,  and  the  suffering  of 
Palestinians,  many  of  them 
Christians,  in  occupied  territo¬ 
ries  of  Israel. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  responded 
by  stressing  the  two  commu¬ 
nions’  links  in  an  “ardor  for  holi¬ 
ness.”  He  also  led  the  group  in 
the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

But  ongoing  conflicts  between 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protes¬ 
tants  in  Mexico  occupied  the 
highest  priority  in  the  discus¬ 
sions. 


"We  want  the 
understandings  at  our 
level  to  become 
understandings  on  the 
local  level  as  well — 
and  so  do  the  Roman 
Catholics." 

— Joe  Hale 
World  Methodist 
executive 

During  the  papal  audience.  Dr. 
English  spoke  obliquely  of  the 
Mexican  situation. 

“1  think  there  must  be  room 
for  discussion  where  one  or  other 
major  Christian  faiths  is  in  the 
majority  and  minority  Christian 
groups  feel  themselves  to  be  bad¬ 
ly  treated  by  the  governments  of 
those  countries,”  the  World 
Methodist  Council  president  told 
the  pope. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  responded 
by  saying  he  had  met  Methodist 
leaders  on  his  trips  abroad  and 
was  interested  in  knowing  in 
what  countries  Methodists  were 
most  numerous. 

Beyond  the  formalities  of  the 
exchange.  Dr.  Hale  said  the  Mex¬ 
ican  issue  had  broken  open  earli¬ 
er  at  a  luncheon  with  Vatican 
officials. 

Confronted  by  a  cardinal 

During  that  meeting,  the 
World  Methodist  delegation  was 
confronted  by  Cardinal  Edward 
Cassidy,  president  of  the  Pontifi¬ 
cal  Council  for  the  Promotion  of 
Christian  Unity. 


Dr.  Hale  said  Cardinal  Cassidy 
produced  a  copy  of  the  Jan.  24  is¬ 
sue  of  the  "United  Methodist 
Reporter.” 

In  a  story  by  Associate  Editor 
Denise  Johnson  Stovall,  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  of  Quereta- 
ro,  Mexico,  described  Mexican 
Methodist  relations  with  Roman 
Catholics  by  asking,  "Can  light 
commune  with  darkness?” 

“There  was  a  great  feeling  of 
hurt  [among  the  Roman  Catholic 
representatives]  about  that 
quote,”  Dr.  Hale  said. 

The  World  Methodist  execu¬ 
tive  continued  that  the  delega¬ 
tion  “didn’t  shield”  Vatican 
representatives  from  the  conflicts 
that  have  been  reported  to  the 
council  by  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Mexico. 


Nearly  two  years  ago,  Mexican 
Methodists  had  asked  the  council 
to  intercede  with  the  Vatican  af¬ 
ter  some  Methodists  in  remote 
villages  were  attacked  and  killed 
by  Roman  Catholics.  It  is  gener¬ 
ally  believed  that  the  attackers 
were  aroused  by  erroneous  re¬ 
ports  of  Satanic  practices  by  Prot¬ 
estants. 

“I  tried  to  explain  to  Cardinal 
Cassidy  that  the  Mexican  situa¬ 
tion  is  much  like  what  happened 
with  some  Methodist  youths  in 
Fiji  some  years  ago,”  Dr.  Hale 
said. 

'A  different  mentality' 

“At  that  time,  the  youths  be¬ 
came  inflamed  by  erroneous  re¬ 
ports  and  burned  a  Buddhist 
temple.  The  World  Methodist 


Council  repudiated  those  actions. 

"The  same  situation  exists  for 
the  Roman  Catholics,  because  in 
some  cultural  situations  Catho¬ 
lics  have  a  much  different"  men¬ 
tality  than  their  leaders.” 

Dr.  Hale  said  there  was  mutual 
agreement  among  the  Methodist 
and  Roman  Catholic  representa¬ 
tives  that  conflicts  in  Mexico 
must  be  resolved. 

"What  we’re  trying  to  do  is 
build  relationship,”  Dr.  Hale 
said  of  the  meeting.  “We  want 
the  understandings  at  our  level  to 
become  understandings  on  the 
local  level  as  well — and  so  do  the 
Roman  Catholics." 

The  next  round  of  Methodist- 
Roman  Catholic  discussions  is  to 
take  place  in  Vienna,  Austria,  in 
October. 


New  mission  area  okayed 
in  former  Soviet  Union  republics 


Zaire  bishop  asks 
church  for  help 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn  — United 
Methodists  will  soon  have  a  new 
mission  area  in,  of  all  places, 
what  used  to  be  known  as  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

The  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  in  its  last  actions 
for  1989-92,  recently  approved  a 
mission  area  covering  the  contigu¬ 
ous  republics  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  church  has  three  regional 
administrative  units  in  Europe 
known  as  Central  Conferences. 
Global  Ministries  officials  say 
they  hope  the  new  mission  area 
will  become  a  fourth  such  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference,  this  one  within 
the  Slavic  context. 

Assignment  expected 

As  required  by  church  law,  the 
mission  board  will  provide  ad¬ 
ministrative  support  to  the  new 
mission  area.  That  work  on  a 
day-to-day  basis  will  be  assigned 


to  a  new  special  assistant  to  the 
chief  executive  of  the  World  Di¬ 
vision,  and  appointment  of  that 
person  is  expected  this  month. 

The  proposal  for  the  missional 
area  came  from  a  joint  task  force 
of  Global  Ministries  officials  and 
United  Methodists  from  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Central  Conferences  which 
met  last  February  in  Switzerland. 

The  meeting  included  Bishops 
Heinrich  Bolleter  (Europe  Cen¬ 
tral  and  Southern  Conference)  of 
Zurich  and  Hans  Vaxby  (Europe 
North  Conference)  of  Helsinki, 
Finland. 

Left  unclear  is  which  bishop — 
or  perhaps  whether  both — will 
supervise  the  mission  area. 

World  Division  chief  executive 
the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman  said 
the  European  Central  Confer¬ 
ences  will  make  that  decision. 

"We  have  to  remember  that 
this  is  a  large  area,”  said  Dr.  Har¬ 
man.  "During  our  meeting,  Bish¬ 
op  Vaxby  pulled  out  a  map  of 
Russia,  pointed  to  Helsinki  and 


said,  ‘Here  is  where  I’m  based. 
Do  you  want  me  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  this?’ 

"Bishop  Vaxby  said  it  would 
be  good  for  a  European  bishop  to 
take  responsibility  for  this  entire 
area.” 

Dr.  Harman  added  that  anoth¬ 
er  near-future  step  is  for  one  or 
both  bishops  to  select  a  superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  mission  area. 

'Sensitive  issue' 

"We  want  leadership  to  come 
from  within  the  mission  area,” 
he  said.  “We  have  tried  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  missionary  from  time  to 
time  to  help,  but  it’s  a  sensitive 
issue.  Western  church  leaders— 
even  western  Europeans — are 
not  acceptable  in  this  context.” 

Dr.  Harman  described  a  “part¬ 
nership  forum  model”  in  which 
partner/sister  church  develop¬ 
ment  can  be  represented.  Exam¬ 
ples  of  this  are  prayer 
partnerships,  correspondence, 
study  and  exchange  visits. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— A 
United  Methodist  bishop 
from  the  African  country  of 
Zaire  is  asking  for  help  in  end¬ 
ing  U.S.  support  of  the  current 
government  in  Zaire. 

Bishop 
Katembo 
Kainda  of 
Lubumbashi, 

Zaire,  made 
that  plea  last 
month  while 
attending  the 
meeting  of 
the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Following  consultation  with 
Global  Ministries  directors 
from  Zaire,  the  board  asked 
that  a  letter  be  sent  to  Presi¬ 
dent  George  Bush,  Secretary 
of  State  James  Baker  and  U.S. 
senators  supporting  the  bish¬ 


op’s  plea. 

Elected  directors  of  the 
church’s  mission  board  were 
also  asked  to  write  members 
of  Congress  supporting  a  reso¬ 
lution  that  calls  on  President 
Bush  to  cut  all  ties  to  the  Mo¬ 
butu  regime  in  Zaire  and  sup¬ 
port  the  convocation  of  a 
sovereign  national  conference 
to  form  a  democratic  govern¬ 
ment  in  that  nation. 

Bishop  Kainda  described 
how  the  military  regime  of 
President  Mobutu  Sese-Seko 
terrorized  his  country  last  year 
and  continues  to  destroy  cities 
and  kill  Zairians. 

The  bishop  said  his  1.000 
churches  and  400  pastors  con¬ 
tinue  to  minister,  but  United 
Methodists  in  Zaire  have  little 
money.  Food  is  expensive,  a 
sack  of  corn  flour  costing  $  1 20 
(U.S.). 

-DEMISE  STOVALL 


Bishop  Kainda 


CLASSIFIED 


EVANGELISM,  MISSION,  AND  CHURCH 
Ministries.  Duke  University  Divinity  School  seeks 
to  appoint  a  faculty  member  in  the  field  of  Evan¬ 
gelism,  Mission,  and  Church  Ministries.  Candi¬ 
dates  should  have  substantial  experience  in  full¬ 
time  pastoral  ministry  and  have  demonstrated 
expertise  in  teaching  and  scholarly  research  in  a 
field  of  theological  inquiry.  A  Ph.D.  is  required. 
Rank,  salary,  and  tenure  are  dependent  on  experi¬ 
ence  and  Qualifications.  Nominations  and  applica¬ 
tions  should  be  sent  to:  Mrs.  Clara  Godwin,  Office 
of  the  Dean,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke  Universi- 

L Durham,  NC  27706.  Duke  University  is  an  af- 
iiative  action,  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
YOUTH  DIRECTOR  1350-member  growing, 
suburban,  Houston  church  with  supportive  par¬ 
ents  and  leaders.  Send  Resume  to:  Dr.  Will  Reed, 
Deer  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  1300  E. 
Thirteenth  St.,  Deer  Park,  TX  77S36. _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  SOUGHT  by  3100- 
member  church,  Dallas/Fort  Worth  metro.  Multi¬ 
ple  staff  with  strong  music  ministry.  Diaoonal  or 
ordained  send  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
FUMC,  530  Elm  Street,  Hurst,  TX  76053.  Nego- 
tiable  salary  plus  benefits. _ 

NEED  JUNE  1ST —  PART-TIME  Assistant  Or¬ 
dained  Minister.  Methodist  church  (1700).  Re¬ 
sume  only.  StafOParish  Committee,  3878  SE  7 
Place,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33904. _ 

LABORATORY  SUPERVISOR  for  three-physi¬ 
cian  outpatient  clinic  of  Appalachian  UM  mission 
project.  ASCP  certified  or  equivalent.  Contact: 
Personnel  Director,  Red  Bird  Medical  Center, 
Beverly,  KY  40913.  (606)  598-5135. _ 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  (Min.  of  Ed.,  D.C.Ei 
or,  Ed.  Asst.)  sought  by  800-member  church  locat¬ 
ed  adjacent  to  Wake  Forest  University.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable  depending  on  training,  experience,  and 
duties  (visitation?).  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Paul 
Starnes,  Maple  Springs  UMC,  P.O.  Box  11900, 
Winston-Salem,  NC  271 1 6. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  for  900-member 
church.  Total  compensation  commensurate  with 
training  and  experience.  Please  send  resume  to: 
Rev.  Brent  Hall,  Asbury  UMC,  201  South  Main 
Street,  GreeneviHc,  TN  37743,  (615)  638-5383. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time,  permanent,  career  position  in  dynamic 
1400-member  congregation  with  growing  church 
school.  College  degree  required.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  by  May  1  to:  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  2375  E.  3300  S..  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
84109.  (801)486-5473. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  MINISTRIES 
for  1000-member  church.  Responsibilities  include 
directing  preschool/daycare  program.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume:  First  United  Methodist,  P.O. 
Box  91 1,  Athens,  TX  75751. 


More  Americans  say 
religion  is  important 


Religious  News  Service 

At  a  time  when  many  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  major  religious  bodies  are 
facing  crises  of  declining  member¬ 
ship  and  finances,  Americans  in  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  are  saying  that 
religion  is  important  to  them  and 
claiming  church  membership. 

Meanwhile,  the  number  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  report  attending  religious 
services  has  remained  relatively  con¬ 
stant  since  1967,  raising  doubts  about 
popular  notions  that  bad  economic 
times  bring  people  into  the  pews. 

Those  are  some  of  the  findings 
scheduled  to  be  reported  in  the  Gal¬ 
lup  Organization’s  roundup  of  1991 
data  on  religion,  slated  for  publication 
in  May  in  the  volume  “Religion  in 
America  1992.” 

According  to  preliminary  data  re¬ 
ported  in  the  March  issue  of 
"Emerging  Trends,”  published  by 
the  Princeton  Religion  Research 
Center,  58  percent  of  all  American 
adults  said  religion  is  “very  impor¬ 
tant”  to  them  in  1991,  representing 
an  increase  of  two  percentage 
points  over  1990. 

Increases  have  been  recorded  ev¬ 
ery  year  since  1987,  when  53  per¬ 
cent  of  the  adult  population  called 
religion  “very  important.” 

According  to  the  analysis  of  the 
research  center,  a  Gallup-related  or¬ 


ganization,  1991  findings  on  that 
question  and  others  appear  to  point 
toward  an  overall  “modest  upswing 
in  religious  attitudes  and  behavior.” 

Other  Gallup  poll  findings  cer¬ 
tain  to  come  as  good  news  to  em¬ 
battled  denominational  executives 
are  that  confidence  in  the  church  is 
growing  and  that  68  percent  of  the 
public  claimed  membership  in  a  re¬ 
ligious  organization  in  1991,  up 
from  65  percent  in  1990. 

According  to  the  Gallup  findings, 
confidence  in  organized  religion 
ebbed  in  1989— when  just  52  per¬ 
cent  of  the  American  public  said 
they  had  a  "great  deal  or  quite  a  lot 
of  confidence”  in  the  church.  But  in 
1991,  58  percent  said  they  had  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  church,  up  from  56 
percent  in  1990. 

While  the  findings  clearly  contain 
some  good  news  for  denominational 
leaders  who  have  witnessed  the  exit 
of  millions  of  church  members  over 
the  past  three  decades,  the  research 
center  offers  some  cautionary  advice. 

The  center  report  notes,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  the  number  of  people 
saying  religion  is  important  to  them 
was  far  higher  in  1952 — 14  percent¬ 
age  points  above  the  1991  figure. 

And  as  for  church  membership, 
the  center  warns,  “individual  claims 
of  church  membership  may  differ 
from  official  church  statistics.” 


PHOTO  BY  PAUL  L  HALL 

You'll  be  forgiven,  but . .  . 


SAN  JOSE,  Calif.— Motorists  tempted  to  park  in  the  lot  of  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  can 
be  assured  their  ''sins”  will  be  forgiven  by  church  members.  But  that  doesn't  mean  they  won't 
have  to  face  the  judgment  of  having  their  vehicles  towed  away!  The  Rev.  Paul  L.  Hall,  a  retired 
United  Methodist  minister  who  attends  St.  Paul's,  said  the  appeal  to  Scripture  works  remarkably 
well  in  keeping  the  small  urban  parking  lot  regulated.  The  Psalms  text  refers,  as  the  sign  suggests, 
to  those  "whose  transgression  is  forgiven,  whose  sin  is  covered,"  the  Proverbs  text  to  a  "righteous 
person  who  hates  lying." 


Faith  at  work 
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COMMUNITY  ADVOCATES:  Black 

United  Methodists  have  been  challenged  by  two 
prominent  black  women  in  politics  to  become 
better  informed,  politically  aggressive  advocates 
for  the  critical  needs  of  their  community.  “You 
cannot  be  ignorant  and  free  at  the  same  time,” 
said  Dr.  Joycelyn  Elders,  Arkansas  director  of 
health,  in  a  keynote  address  to  the  25th  annual 
meeting  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal,  March  18-21.  In  another  address  during 
the  meeting,  held  in  Las  Vegas,  U.S.  Rep.  Max¬ 
ine  Waters  (D-Calif.)  urged  the  500  persons 
present  to  look  beyond  the  sloganeering  of  vocal 
conservatives,  and  to  take  a  strong  stand  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

BALL  AWARDEES:  The  Rev.  Alex  Awad. 

a  Palestinian-American  commissioned  a  mis¬ 
sionary  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and 
unallowed  to  serve  as  pas¬ 
tor  in  Jerusalem,  will  be  the 
recipient  of  the  1992  Ball 
Award  for  Social  Justice 
from  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  at  i 

General  Conference-related  Alex  Awad 
activities  next  month.  The  presentation  will  be 
made  at  8  p.m.  May  9  at  the  historic  Macauley 
Theater  in  Louisville,  Ky.  The  Lee  and  Mae 
Ball  Award,  named  for  the  federation’s  former 
chief  executive,  will  also  honor  the  Reconciling 
Congregations  Program.  That’s  a  network  of  54 
churches  committed  to  be  inclusive  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  church  ministry. 

PROTESTING  FUND  CUTS:  Proposed 
cuts  in  denominational  funding  to  help  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  and  universities  in  fi¬ 
nancial  crises  are  being  protested  by  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  higher  education  arm.  Last  month 
elected  representatives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry's  Division  of 
Higher  Education  said  they  would  appeal  a  pro¬ 
jected  one-third  cut  in  what  is  known  as  the 
University/College  Fund.  The  proposed  reduc¬ 
tion  is  included  in  churchwide  financial  askings 
being  sent  to  the  May  5-15  General  Conference 
by  the  denomination’s  chief  fiscal  agency. 

MISSIONS  FISCAL  FUTURE:  Faced 

with  uncertain  future  economic  realities,  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  develop  a  new  plan  for  its  missions  work. 
Included  in  a  report  received  by  the  board’s  di¬ 
rectors  March  18-25  is  a  call  for  “facilitating” 
rather  than  “managing”  missions  programming, 
reduction  of  expenses,  and  work  in  the  areas  of 
communication,  particularly  with  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences.  Stephen  F. 
Brimigion,  board  treasurer,  told  the  directors 
that  an  analysis  of  future  income  and  expenses 
indicates  either  programs  or  fixed  costs  will 
have  to  be  cut  “drastically.” 

CORE  STUDY  CONSIDERED:  A 

study  program  of  basic  Christian  beliefs — mod¬ 
eled  after  the  highly  successful  Disciple  Bible 
Study — is  being  considered  by  leaders  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  Described 
as  “Christianity  101,”  the  study  would  be  di¬ 
rected  to  the  laity,  particularly  young  adults  re¬ 
turning  to  the  church.  No  time  line  has  been  set 
for  development. 


Teacher  brings  Sunday  school  to  ' her  kids' 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Bundled  against  the  cold  of  the 
gray  Sunday  afternoon,  the  chil¬ 
dren  trickled  into  the  chilly  room 
at  the  center  for  homeless  men  in 
Jackson,  Tenn. 

Susan  Butler  greeted  each  one 
with  a  warm  hug. 

Ms.  Butler,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hen¬ 
derson,  Tenn.,  some  20  miles  away, 
is  the  children’s  fust-grade  teacher. 
On  Sunday  afternoons,  she  is  their 
Sunday  school  teacher  as  well. 

“Sit  over  here  on  the  sofa, 
Josh,”  she  told  one  tiny,  large¬ 
eyed  child  as  she  helped  him  out 
ofhis  jacket. 

'Look,  I'm  showing  love' 

“Look,  Ms.  Butler,”  called  a 
girl,  pulling  another  into  a  close 
embrace.  “I’m  showing  love,  just 
like  you  taught  us  last  week  in  our 
Bible  verse,  ‘Love  one  another.’  ” 

Ms.  Butler  smiled  and  nodded, 
then  gathered  the  15  children 
into  a  loose  semi-circle. 

"Let’s  open  with  a  prayer,”  she 
said.  Fifteen  heads  obediently 
bent  over  clasped  hands. 

The  fourth  meeting  of  the  out¬ 
post  Sunday  School  class  had  be¬ 
gun. 

“1  started  this  class  because 
one  of  my  first-graders  at 
Alexander  Elementary  asked  a 
question  about  Noah,”  Ms.  But¬ 
ler  said  later. 

“1  was  shocked  that  most  of  the 
children  didn’t  know  who  Noah 
was.  I  discovered  fewer  than  half 
of  them  went  to  church  on  a  regu¬ 
lar  basis,”  she  continued. 

“All  I  could  think  was  how  sad 


'7  started  this  class  because  one  of  my  first- 
graders  asked  a  question  about  Noah.  I  was 
shocked  that  most  of  the  children  didn't  know 
who  Noah  was.  I  discovered  fewer  than  half  of 
them  went  to  church  on  a  regular  basis." 

— Susan  Butler 


it  was  that  they  would  never  be 
exposed  to  the  Bible,  and  I  knew 
I  couldn’t  tell  them  about  it  in 
school.” 

Refusing  to  accept  that  there 
was  nothing  she  could  do,  she  kept 
thinking  about  the  children  as  she 
went  to  her  church  where  she 
teaches  a  Sunday  school  class. 

“The  children  in  my  class  in 
Henderson  are  so  fortunate,” 
Ms.  Butler  said.  “Their  parents 
teach  them  about  Jesus.  I  knew  I 
had  to  try  to  reach  my  school 
children  in  Jackson,  some  way.” 

She  eventually  sent  a  letter  to 
the  children’s  parents,  telling 
them  she  was  going  to  teach  a 
Sunday  School  class  on  Sundays 
between  3  and  4  p.m.  at  the  Care 
Center,  a  facility  for  homeless 
men  located  in  their  neighbor¬ 
hood.  She  invited  them  to  bring 
their  children. 

All  are  invited 

“I  invited  all  23  children,”  she 
said.  “We  usually  have  around 
1 5,  but  not  always  the  same  15.” 

Ms.  Butler  opens  the  class  with 
a  prayer  and  a  Bible  verse.  The 
children  repeat  the  verse  after 
her,  eyes  shining.  When  she  asks 
if  they  can  remember  last  week’s 
verse,  small  hands  shoot  up  and 
wave  frantically  for  attention. 

“I  remember,  Ms.  Butler,  I  re¬ 


member!”  several  shout. 

Then  they  learn  a  song,  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  song  with  plenty  of 
clapping. 

“Okay.  Now  we’re  going  to 
color,”  Ms.  Butler  says,  asking 
her  daughter,  Sarah,  to  help  her 
hand  out  the  papers  and  crayons. 
The  room  grows  quieter  as  the 
children  scatter  to  the  floor. 

“Several  influences  worked  on 
me,”  Ms.  Butler  says,  watching 
the  children  color  as  she  tries  to 
explain  why  she  felt  called  to 
drive  some  40  miles  every  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon  to  lead  the  class. 

“There  was  an  article  in  the 
‘Jackson  Sun’  about  people  work¬ 
ing  with  the  children  at  the  Boys’ 
and  Girls’  Club.  And  there’s  the 
support  I  receive  from  my  church. 

“A  lot  of  people  are  praying  for 
me  in  my  share  group.” 

A  little  girl  wearing  her  best 
green  dress  tugs  at  Ms.  Butler’s 
arm.  “Look,  Ms.  Butler.  See  my 
picture?”  she  asks,  a  shy  smile 
wreathing  her  face. 

“That’s  my  birthday  girl,”  Ms. 
Butler  says,  pulling  her  into  her  lap 
for  a  quick  hug  “These  are  all  my 
children.” 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  where  this  story  first 
appeared. 


MEMPHIS  CONFEKENCE  PHOTO 

JACKSON,  Tenn. — First-grade  teacher  Susan  Butler  travels  40 
miles  every  Sunday  afternoons  to  tell  children  who  don't  at¬ 
tend  church  about  the  Bible. 


Mission  team  finds  churches  rebounding  in  Cuba 


Bishop  Joel  Ajo  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Cuba  said  his 
church  currently  has  130  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  communist 
country. 


‘The  Life  in  tfie  Spirit 
into 

‘The  Life  of  tfie  Church 


The  United  Methodist  Renew¬ 
al  Services  Fellowship  Is  a 
group  of  United  Methodist 
Christians  seeking  to  glorify 
Christ  and  serve  his  Body,  the 
church.  Since  1978,  UMRSF 
has  been  quietly  at  work  for 
the  renewal  of  the  Church 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Tens  of  thousands  of 
FAITHFUL  DISCIPLES  have 
been  blessed  and  trained  to 
wak  with  and  serve  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Hundreds  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  to  be  VITAL  CON¬ 
GREGATIONS 


The  ministries  of  UMRSF  in¬ 
clude  a  national  conference 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  caled  AL- 
DERSGATE;  local,  church  and 
regional  RENEWAL  EVENTS; 
and  a  quarterly  journal  called 
MANNA  Pastors  can  be  re¬ 
newed  and  trained  In  region¬ 
al  PASTORS  CONFERENCES 
and  LEADERSHIP  TRAINING 
EVENTS  Spiritualty  empow¬ 
ered  churches  give  opportu¬ 
nity  for  both  clergy  and  laity 
to  receive  vision  together  at 
PARISH  RENEWAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCES.  Renewal  at  the  local 


level  can  be  enhanced  by 
scheduling  a  team  to  lead  a 
weekend  UFE  IN  THE  SPIRIT 
SEMINAR  at  your  local  church. 
Or  qualified  UMRSF  leaders 
are  available  to  direct  excit¬ 
ing  LOCAL  CHURCH  EVENTS  on 
the  central  truths  contained  In 
scripture.  Participants  learn 
through  lecture  and  small 
group  personal  Interaction. 
Seminars  Include  teaching  on 
the  person  and  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  Eucharist, 
prayer,  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
worship  and  many  more. 


Li 


tf  you  would  like  more  Information,  please  contact 

The  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship,  Inc. 

An  Affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of  Dbclpteshlp  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Box  120157.  Nashville,  TN  37212  (615)340-7326 


ALDERSGATE  '92  August  12-  16,  1992 

Oklahoma  City.  Oklahoma 
(A  National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit) 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  the  Rev.  David  White 
said  good-by  to  his  missionary 
assignment  at  the  Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Matanzas,  Cuba,  in 
1960,  he  wasn’t  sure  how  Cuban 
Methodists  would  survive  the 
political  upheaval  soon  to  be¬ 
come  the  Cuban  revolution. 

Thirty-two  years  later.  Dr. 
White  learned  first-hand  the  an¬ 
swers  to  those  questions.  In  early 
March  he  was  invited  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glo¬ 
bal  Ministries  to  return  to  Cuba 
to  lead  a  retreat  for  some  80 
Methodist  pastors,  spouses  and 
lay  missioners. 

Now  a  retired  professor  of  the¬ 
ology  and  church  history  from 
Scarritt  College,  Dr.  White  said 
he  was  overjoyed  to  see  some  Cu¬ 
ban  ministers  he  left  behind. 

He  was  also  encouraged  by  the 
“young,  vibrant  pastors”  and 


their  spouses  who  have  started 
new  churches  and  developed  pas¬ 
toral  care  ministries.  And  he  ex¬ 
pressed  excitement  in  meeting 
lay  people  serious  about  their 
calling  to  be  ministers  of  the 
Gospel. 

Others  in  the  team  which  visit¬ 
ed  with  Cuban  Methodists  this 
month  were  the  Rev.  Victor  Pe¬ 
rez,  who  heads  the  division  of  la¬ 
ity  ministries  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship;  his  wife, 
Sarai  Perez;  the  Rev.  Carmen 
Gaud,  consultant  on  Spanish  cur¬ 
riculum  materials  for  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House, 
and  Joaquin  Garcia,  staff  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
division  of  diaconal  ministry. 

For  five  days  the  team  taught 
courses  in  Christian  education, 
discipleship  and  Christian  voca¬ 
tions  and  discussed  the  meaning 
of  callings  at  the  Methodist  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  Cardenas,  some 


60  miles  outside  Havana. 

“There  seems  to  be  a  deep  spir¬ 
itual  hunger  and  a  purpose  for  liv- 
ing  within  the  Methodist 
churches  of  Cuba,”  said  Dr. 
White.  “It  is  also  a  very  young 
church — -most  of  those  people  are 
the  children  of  the  revolution. 

“The  church  members  are 
overwhelmingly  in  their  20s  and 
their  teens.  Many  people  had  left 
the  church  because  it  is  not  help¬ 
ful  in  Cuban  society  to  be  known 
as  a  Christian.  Now  others  are 
coming  back,  and  the  young  peo¬ 
ple  born  since  the  revolution  are 
providing  the  church  growth.” 

Methodists  in  Cuba  told  the 
U.S.  team  that  their  church  is 
“definitely  experiencing  a  reviv¬ 
al.” 

“At  the  beginning  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  the  freedom  of  religious 
expression  had  been  restricted,” 
said  the  Rev.  Miguel  A.  Osoria, 


superintendent  of  the  Havana 
District.  “Now  the  political  lead¬ 
ers  have  recognized  the  moral  fi¬ 
ber  that  the  church  brings  to  our 
society.” 

Cuban  Methodists  explained 
that  their  country  has  one  of  the 
highest  divorce  rates  in  Latin 
America.  They  contend  that  the 
teachings  of  the  church  have 
helped  many  Cubans  become 
more  stable  in  their  marital  rela¬ 
tionships. 

Bishop  Joel  Ajo  told  the  team 
that  the  Methodist  church  has 
2,000  members,  but  added  that 
the  church  is  ministering  to  some 
30,000  constituents. 

In  two  years,  the  Cuban  con¬ 
ference  has  started  80  churches 
“even  if  such  activities  are  not 
authorized  by  the  government.” 
He  said  the  church  has  experi¬ 
enced  no  repression  or  persecu¬ 
tion.  Currently  there  are  130 
Methodist  congregations  in 
Cuba. 


' Much  to  learn'  from  Cuban  Methodists 


American  United  Methodists 
could  learn  much  from  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Cuba. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  Joaquin 
Garcia,  a  member  of  a  United 
Methodist  mission  team  that  re¬ 
cently  visited  Cuba  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  above). 

“In  a  way,  they  have  a  clearer  un¬ 
derstanding  than  people  in  the  U.S. 
of  what  it  means  to  bring  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God  now,  in  the  present 
time,”  said  Mr.  Garcia,  who  is  on 
the  staff  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville. 

“Sometimes,  here  in  the  U.S.,  we 
seem  to  think  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
in  the  future.  We  say,  ‘We  can  minis¬ 
ter  more  when  the  president  changes, 
or  when  the  economy  changes.’ 

“In  Cuba,  the  Methodists  focus 


on  the  present.  They  say,  ‘Let’s  help 
people  right  now,  with  the  resources 
that  we  have.  Let’s  don’t  wait  until 
a  political  change  occurs.’  ”  1 

Mr.  Garcia  said  he  noticed  many 
Cubans  still  have  insufficient  food 
and  other  material  goods  because  of 
the  U.S.  embargo.  However,  the 
members  are  very  careful  that  no¬ 
body  goes  hungry.  He  added  that 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  fuel  and  there¬ 
fore  transportation  is  a  problem.  It 
took  one  of  the  pastors  four  days  to 
reach  the  retreat. 

Nevertheless,  he  said,  more  and 
more  people  are  coming  to  church, 
and  the  Methodist  church  is  grow¬ 
ing  in  Cuba.  Church  members  said 
what  they  need  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists  now  is  not  just  material  re¬ 
sources,  but  moral  and  spiritual 
support. 


“They  said  they  will  tell  us  when 
other  things  are  needed,”  said  Mr. 
G^rcis 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 
The  solution—  15 


Cuban  pastor  joins  mission 
effort  for  first  time  since  '75 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — A  Cuban  pastor 
this  year  is  participating  in  a  New 
World  Mission  program  for  the  first 
time  since  the  program  was  initiat¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  1975. 

The  Rev.  Rinaldo  Hernandez  of 
Havana  is  among  23  missioners 
from  18  countries  who  are  visiting 
churches  and  communities  across 
the  United  States  during  April. 

He  said  that  in  October  “the 
Communist  Party  abolished  the  law 
by  which  (Cuba)  had  been  declared 
an  atheist  state”  and  now  “many 


party  members  have  been  visiting 
the  churches.” 

Others  are  visiting,  too,  he  said. 
"We  have  received  hundreds  of 
people.  We  have  been  praying  for 
something  like  this  for  30  years.” 

Proudly  noting  that  his  church, 
which  is  located  on  a  college  cam¬ 
pus,  has  200  people  attending,  he 
pointed  out  that  about  half  of  that 
number  are  30  or  younger. 

“The  generation  that  was  taught 
that  there  is  no  God  is  the  genera¬ 
tion  that  is  the  church,”  he  said. 
“It’s  a  challenging  time  and  an  ex¬ 
citing  time  to  be  a  pastor  in  Cuba.” 


* 


with  an  aisle,  raised  ; 
roof  and  electric  step.  _ 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Missionary 
To  . 
Russia! 


Chris,  who  was  bom  in  Liberia,  studied  medicine  for 
six  years  in  Krasnodar  on  the  Black  Sea.  Now  she 
works  within  the  partnership  relationship  which  has 
been  formed  between  the  Methodist  Health  Systems 
of  Memphis  and  the  Scientific  Research  Institute  of 
Pediatric  Hematology  in  Moscow.  Fluent  in  Russian, 
she  serves  at  a  mother  and  child  health  center  in 
Moscow. 

Chris  also  teaches  Sunday  School  and  leads  Bible 
study  classes  at  a  Korean  United  Methodist  Church. 
Commissioned  a  missionary  last  April,  Chris  feels  her 
work  is  important  because,  in  her  words,  “nothing 
other  than  Christianity  can  save  the  world.” 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
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Power  of  art  untapped  by  churches 


'Ideas  in  images  generated  by  artists 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— It’s  unlikely 
that  outgoing  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  chairman  John  Frohn- 
mayer  has  made  many  friends  lately 
among  his  colleagues  in  the  nation’s 
mainline  churches  and  synagogues. 

For  example,  in  a  farewell  speech 
at  the  National  Press  Club  recently, 
he  criticized  President  Bush  for 
caving  in  to  conservative  critics  and 
the  Religious  Right,  which  has  long 
sought  to  kill  the  endowment. 

Mainline  churches  criticized 

But  Mr.  Frohnmayer  also  criti¬ 
cized  mainline  churches  for  their  si¬ 
lence  throughout  the  long  dispute 
over  controversial  works  of  art  that 
led  to  his  resignation. 

“This  is  an  issue  entirely  driven 
by  fundamentalist  religious  groups, 
and  I  regret  to  tell  you  that  mainline 
religion  has  not  entered  the  field  of 
this  debate,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Frohnmayer,  who  leaves  his 
post  on  May  1,  is  a  leader  of  one 
church  he  criticized.  He  is  an  elder, 
or  ordained  leader,  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.)  and  holds  a 
degree  in  Christian  ethics  from  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

His  harsh  accusations  are  basical¬ 
ly  correct. 

With  the  exception  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  issue  of  arts 


Commentary 


and  public  funding  has  not  been  on 
the  agenda  of  mainline  religion. 

There  are  a  number  of  possible 
reasons. 

First,  it  is  likely  that  the  fight 
over  a  couple  of  controversial,  un¬ 
settling  works  of  art  could  not  com¬ 
mand  the  attention  of  church 
bureaucrats  and  activists  when  such 
issues  as  the  war  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  racism,  the  fighting  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador,  the  collapse  of  communism, 
AIDS,  sexism  and  a  host  of  other  is¬ 
sues  demanded  attention. 

Works  can  be  offensive 

Second,  the  specific  works  that 
led  to  Mr.  Frohnmayer’s  abrupt  dis¬ 
missal — Andres  Serrano’s  photo¬ 
graph  of  a  crucifix  submerged  in 
urine,  David  Wojnarowicz’s  depic¬ 
tion  of  Christ  with  a  needle  in  his 
arm,  Robert  Mapplethorpe’s  ho- 
meoerotic  photographs,  and  Ramo¬ 
na  Lofton’s  poem  “Wild  Thing,” 
which  purports  to  detail  the 
thoughts  of  one  participant  in  the 
widely  publicized  rape  and  beating 
of  a  jogger  in  Central  Park — can  be 
deeply  offensive  to  religious  sensi¬ 
bilities  and  thus  not  easy  to  defend. 

But  Mr.  Frohnmayer,  specifically 
citing  Mssrs.  Serrano  and  Woj¬ 
narowicz’s  works  noted,  “Neither  of 


ruHiie  bkuaulamiivij  msilm  rnuiu 

Six  feet  tall  and  purple,  Barney  is  the  star  of  the  new  PBS  children's 
series  "Barney  and  Friends."  Barney  comes  to  life  through  the 
imagination  of  his  pals.  Together  they  explore  such  topics  as  nutri¬ 
tion,  nature,  feelings,  shapes  and  colors. 


are  important  in  shaping  the  nation ' 


these  ...  has  provoked  theological 
debate  about  the  nature  of  Christ  tak¬ 
ing  on  the  sins  of  the  world  and  the 
cross  as  a  symbol  of  man’s  inhuman¬ 
ity  to  the  son  of  God.” 

Interestingly,  precisely  the  oppo¬ 
site  happened  with  the  release  in 
1988  of  Martin  Scorsese’s  "The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

While  it  may  have  been  in  part  a 
marketing  ploy  to  drum  up  interest 
and  controversy  for  Mr.  Scorsese’s 
interesting  but  tedious  movie,  the 
movie’s  distributors  made  sure  that 
a  wide  range  of  religious  people — 
critics,  leaders,  theologians — saw 
the  movie  and  debated  its  merits 
and  demerits. 

Uncomfortable  with  the  arts 

Third,  and  perhaps  most  impor¬ 
tant,  much  of  religion  is  uncomfort¬ 
able  with  the  arts.  There  is  no  place 
in  most  church  bureaucracies  for 
matters  of  art  and  culture.  They  are 
treated  as  non-essential  ornaments, 
mere  respites  from  the  real  world  of 
politics. 

The  liturgical  renewal  that  flow¬ 
ered  in  the  1960s  has  been  tamed, 
as  cut  off  from  the  influences  of 
outside  world  of  the  pop  and  folk 
arts  as  it  was  then,  and  focused  on 
internal  and  technical  concerns — 
less  with  being  informed  by  the 
world  of  art  and  more  by  liturgical 
rubrics. 


Fundamentalists — 
however  misguided  in 
their  attack  on  the 
National  Endowment — 
may  have  it  more  right 
than  the  mainline 
churches  in  their 
understanding  of  the 
power  of  art. 


In  the  same  era,  the  brilliant  “re¬ 
ligion  and  literature  movement” 
emerged  in  the  seminaries,  led  by 
such  perceptive  critics  as  Nathan 
Scott,  Amos  Wilder  and  Walter  J. 
Ong.  But  their  interest  in  analyzing 
literature  from  a  theological  per¬ 
spective  has  spawned  few — and 
mostly  marginalized — successors. 

In  this  sense,  the  fundamental¬ 
ists — however  misguided  in  their 
attack  on  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment — may  have  it  more  right  than 
the  mainline  churches  in  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  power  of  art. 

The  ideas,  in  word  and  image,  gen¬ 
erated  by  the  nation’s  artists  and  cul¬ 
tural  workers  may  be  as  important  in 
defining  the  nation  as  congressional 
squabbles  over  this  bill  or  that. 


Review^  . 

'Gentle  Barney  invites 


kids  to  play, 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Preachers  often  decry  the  materi¬ 
alism  of  our  society,  and  there  is 
probably  no  worse  inducement  to 
senseless  consumption  than  the 
30,000  to  40,000  television  com¬ 
mercials  which  American  children 
see,  on  the  average,  each  year. 

Moreover,  many  “programs” 
aimed  at  children  by  commercial 
networks  and  independent  TV  sta¬ 
tions  are  little  more  than  half-hour 
ads  for  one  cartoon-show  product 
or  another. 

Our  kids  also  view  most  broad¬ 
casts  quite  passively,  finding  little 
nourishment  for  their  imaginations. 

All  of  which  should  underscore 
why  religious  outposts  of  commer¬ 
cial-free  programming  for  kids  is 
the  only  place  on  the  dial  where 
they  are  seen  as  eager  learners,  not 
for  profitable  exploitation. 

Public  television  should  be  com¬ 
mended  for  its  continuing  commit¬ 
ment  to  provide  quality  fare  which 
encourages  children  to  explore  the 
world  around  them. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  PBS 
children’s  lineup  is  a  toy  that  comes 
to  life  through  the  fantasies  of  pre¬ 
schoolers. 

Based  on  the  popular  home-video 
series  developed  by  two  Dallas-area 
mothers  and  educators,  Sheryl 
Leach  and  Kathy  Parker,  “Barney 
&  Friends”  builds  each  episode 
around  a  theme  such  as  fears  or 


sing,  learn' 

friendships,  exercise  or  ecology,  and 
invites  viewers  to  play  along  with 
the  characters,  to  sing,  and  to  learn 
while  having  fun. 

True  to  what  scientists  now  know 
about  dinos,  Bamey  is  a  pretty  nice 
dguy.  This  reviewer  even  finds  some  of 
this  reptile’s’  ebullient  celebration  of 
such  things  as  clean-up  time  to  be  ab¬ 
solutely  saccharine,  but  my  younger 
acquaintances  find  Bamey  quite  irre¬ 
sistible.  Perhaps  they  have  a  special 
fondness  for  big,  gentle  characters. 

However  much  sweetness  and  light 
there  may  be  in  “Bamey  &  Friends,” 
it  also  acknowledges  in  a  matter-of- 
fact  way  some  realities  that  other 
programs  often  avoid,  such  as  single¬ 
parent  families  and  physical  afflic¬ 
tions. 

And  there  is  certainly  nothing 
wrong  with  encouraging  children  to 
put  away  their  toys,  to  eat  nutritious 
food,  or  to  play  safely.  The  most 
cloying  lines  are  assigned  to  “Baby 
Bop,”  Barney’s  six-foot-tall  little  sis¬ 
ter  who  is,  after  all,  only  a  baby. 

“Bamey  &  Friends”  airs  up  to 
three  times  a  day,  Monday  through 
Friday,  through  the  end  of  June  on 
most  public  television  stations. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Island 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.Y.  He  frequently  re¬ 
views  films  and  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


Dear  Deborah: 


brother  get  over  my  parents'  divorce? 


Will  my  little 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  1 1  years  old.  My  brother  is 
seven.  Last  year  our  parents  got  a 
divorce.  My  brother  is  not  the  same 
anymore.  He  thinks  he  is  the  reason 
our  parent  got  the  divorce.  He 
doesn’t  do  his  homework  and  play 
with  his  friends. 

A  while  ago,  one  of  the  kids  in  my 
class  at  school  had  a  big  brother 
who  killed  himself.  Two  girls  at  an¬ 
other  high  school  here  did,  too.  My 
little  brother  said  it  was  a  good  way 
to  pay  for  the  things  they  did. 

My  mom  won’t  listen  when  I  try 
to  tell  her.  She  says  he  will  get  over 
it.  Do  you  think  so?  What  should  I 
do?  Please  don’t  use  my  name  or 
mom  will  be  mad. 

Dear  Big  Sister: 

Your  brother  may  or  may  not  get 
over  it.  People  often  do.  but  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  more  and  more  youths  is 
that  they  give  up  instead. 

It  is  important  to  talk  with  some¬ 
one  right  away  just  in  case  he  might 
be  thinking  of  suicide.  Don  ‘l  worry 
about  giving  him  the  idea.  With 
three  suicides  already,  he  certainly 
already  knows  about  it. 

If  he  can  be  helped  to  see  that  he  is 
not  the  cause  of  the  divorce,  maybe 


he  will  be  able  to  recover  and  gel  on 
with  his  own  life  again. 

Tell  your  teacher  at  school.  Ask 
for  help  to  find  someone  you  can 
both  talk  to.  If  your  teacher  does  not 
believe  you,  show  this  letter. 

If  you  can’t  get  help  from  shcool, 
go  to  your  pastor.  It  might  be  the 
pastor  will  contact  the  parent  you 


Hosanna,  loud  hosanna. 

The  little  children  sang; 

Through  pillared  court  and  temple 
The  lovely  anthem  rang. 

To  Jesus,  who  had  blessed  them 
Close  folded  to  his  breast. 

The  children  sang  their  praises 
The  simplest  and  the  best. 

By  WILLIAMJ.  REYNOLDS 

Jeanette  Threlfall  was  bom  in 
Blackburn,  England,  in  1821,  the 
daughter  of  a  wine  merchant.  Left 
an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  she  was 
loved  and  cared  for  by  relatives. 

The  victim  of  two  accidents  as  a 


live  with,  but  keep  insisting  until 
your  brother  gets  help. 

He  probably  will  be  embarrassed 
and  you  might  get  scolded,  but  keep 
pushing  until  you  get  results.  It  is 
important  that  you  not  let  it  wait. 

It  will  be  hard  for  you  if  you  have 
to  keep  pushing,  but  with  God’s  help 
you  can  if  you  have  to. 


child,  she  was  physically  helpless. 
But  her  radiant  Christian  spirit  re¬ 
vealed  no  trace  of  bitterness  be¬ 
cause  of  her  physical  condition. 

Throughout  her  life  she  was  a  vo¬ 
racious  reader;  many  of  her  90  po¬ 
ems  were  written  in  what  she 
referred  to  as  her  “idle  moments.” 

The  poems  were  first  published 
anonymously  in  various  religious 
periodicals. 

She  wrote  “Hosanna,  Loud  Hosan¬ 
na”  and  published  it  in  a  collection 
of  poems  in  1873.  The  hymn  is  based 
on  the  story  of  Jesus’  triumphant  en¬ 
try  into  Jerusalem,  as  related  by  each 
of  the  four  gospel  writers. 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
" Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


The  hymn  describes  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  children  who  followed 
Jesus  through  Jerusalem. 

Also  recalled  is  the  earlier  inci¬ 
dent  when  children  were  brought  to 
Jesus  and  he  took  them  in  his  arms 
and  blessed  them  (Mark  10:16). 

The  tune  “Ellacombe”  is  of  un¬ 
known  origin  and  dates  from  an 
18th  century  German  hymnal.  In 
1868,  William  H.  Monk  included  it 
in  a  hymnal  published  in  London, 
and  named  the  tune  for  a  village  in 
Devonshire,  England. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Christ  fesus  Lay  in  Death's  Strong 
Bands " 


History  of 

Handicapped  Brit  was  a  prolific  poet 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

'Way  of  the  Cross'  reenacted' 

American  Christians  reenact  Christ's  last  journey  along  the  Via 
Dolorosa,  the  "Way  of  Sorrows,"  during  Holy  Week  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem. 


Review.  -= 

Is  our  frog  in  a  kettle? 


“The  Frog  In  The  Kettle”  by  George 
Barna,  Regal  Books,  235  pages 

By  LONNIE  COLLINS  PRATT 

Place  a  frog  in  a  kettle  of  boiling 
water  and  it  will  quickly  jump  out, 
aware  that  the  environment  is  dan¬ 
gerous.  Place  a  frog  in  a  kettle  full  of 
room  temperature  water  and  slowly 
increase  the  temperature  of  the  water 
until  it  is  boiling.  The  frog  will  stay  in 
the  water  until  it  boils  to  death. 

In  this  book,  George  Barna  likens 
the  Christian  community  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  to  the  frog. 

“Like  the  frog,  we  are  faced  with 
the  very'  real  possibility  of  dying  be¬ 
cause  of  our  unresponsiveness  to 
the  changing  world  around  us.” 

It  isn’t  a  gloom  and  doom  book, 
though.  It’s  a  book  about  people. 
People  you’ll  recognize — like  Jill, 
Mr.  Bama’s  illustration  of  one  hurt¬ 
ing  woman  in  the  21st  century. 

Jill  is  divorced,  working  at  a  high- 
pressure  job,  living  with  a  signifi¬ 
cant  other  and  worrying  how  she 


will  keep  her  son  sway  from  drugs 
or  ever  feel  good  about  herself. 

Everyone  knows  a  Jill.  But  why 
isn't  the  church  reaching  Jill  with 
the  restoring  power  of  Jesus  Christ? 

Mr.  Barna  presents  a  realistic 
view  of  life  as  it^will  be  in  the  21st 
century,  but  he  also  offers  clear,  us¬ 
able  advice  to  individuals  and 
churches  alike — advice  intended  to 
help  us  become  “effective  change 
agents  rather  than  affected  changed 
agents.” 

The  book’s  format  is  an  example 
of  how  to  hook  a  busy  person  living 
in  1990.  Not  only  is  it  divided  into 
small  sections  and  crammed  with 
charts,  but  it’s  conversational  and 
readable.  Each  chapter  begins  with 
a  short  section  of  chapter  highlights 
for  easy  scanning. 

It’s  not  just  another  book  of  sta¬ 
tistics.  It’s  a  must  read  for  clergy 
and  laypersons  alike. 

Lonnie  Collins  Pratt,  a  writer  and 
journalist,  lives  in  Lapeer,  Mich. 


Moment  of  Inspiration^ 

Welding  past  to  future 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

We  recently  took  our  grandson  to 
a  Native  American  powwow.  Par¬ 
ticipants  had  come  from  all  over 
North  America — from  tribes  in 
Oklahoma  and  British  Columbia, 
from  North  Carolina  and  Saskatch¬ 
ewan,  from  Florida  and  New  York. 

We  saw  drummers  and  dancers, 
singers  and  flute  players,  veteran 
groups  and  101  vendors  of  Native 
American  crafts  and  food. 

Participants’  costumes,  resplen¬ 
dent  with  beads,  feathers,  bells  and 
fringes,  shone  in  the  noontime  sun 
as  400  people  danced  and  moved  to 
the  beat  of  the  drums. 

The  young  men  were  proud,  exu¬ 
berant  and  tireless  in  their  complex, 
often  frenzied  dance  patterns. 

The  young  women,  tall  and  grace¬ 
ful,  seemed  to  float  in  serenity  as 
their  feet  traced  ceaseless,  intricate 
rhythms,  barely  touching  the  earth. 

Old  men  and  women  kept  time 
by  solidly  planting  their  feet  on  the 
ground  at  every  beat. 

Our  grandson,  when  all  was  said 
and  done,  was  most  interested  in 
the  food  and  in  buying  a  hand-craft¬ 
ed  bow  and  arrow  set,  which’  an 
Oneida  elder  had  made  from  ash. 

I  was  struck  by  the  contrast  be¬ 
tween  the  heritage  these  Native 
Americans  were  intent  on  convey¬ 
ing  to  their  grandchildren  and  the 
cute  Disney-ized  stories  we  often 
pass  on  to  ours. 

An  afternoon  with  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  made  me  wonder  whether  oth¬ 
er  Americans  don’t  have  something 
more  substantial  to  pass  on  than 
Donald  Duck  cartoons. 

What  most  impressed  me  was  the 
care  with  which  old  traditions  were 
retrieved  from  memory  banks  of 
the  old,  used  as  a  lifestyle  guide  by 
adults,  and  carefully  and  ceremoni¬ 
ally  passed  on  to  the  young. 

There  was  great  pride  in  the  conti¬ 


nuity  of  maintaining  traditions  that 
were  thousands  of  years  old  and  great 
hope  that  children  present  would  car¬ 
ry  on  and  transmit  those  traditions  to 
generations  yet  to  come. 

Dr.  Hutchinson,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  so¬ 
ciety,  lives  in  Miami,  Fla. 


With  Native  Americans,  old  tra¬ 
ditions  are  "retrieved  from  the 
memory  banks  of  the  old,  used 
as  a  lifestyle  guide  by  adults  and 
carefully  and  ceremonially 
passed  on  to  the  young." 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


—  Lafon  United  Methodist  Home 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 


People's  Community  Center 


Methodist  Hospital,  Good  Samaritan  Fund  Assist  Health  Care  Needs 


A  young,  newly  married  couple 
begins  a  life  together,  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  starting  a  family.  Suddenly, 
life  takes  a  turn;  he  is  laid  off  from 
his  job.  Where  do  they  tum  for  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  for  prenatal  and 
postnatal  care? 

Being  55,  and  not  yet  qualifying 
for  Medicare  coverage,  her  health 
prohibited  her  from  working. 
Where  does  she  tum  for  the  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  needed  to  cover  her 
medical  treatment? 

Helping  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
the  only  Methodist  health  care  facil¬ 


ity  in  the  state,  Methodist  Hospital, 
through  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  carries  the  ministry  of  caring 
to  those  in  need  through  your  dona¬ 
tions  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund. 

Your  contribution  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  offers  financial  as¬ 
sistance  to  those  in  need.  “Every 
penny  goes  to  financial  assistance,” 
said  Chaplain  Durbin,  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Pastoral  Care, 
“for  those  eligible  for  aid  —  even 
residents  outside  the  New  Orleans 
area.  However,  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  offers  partial  assistance  only, 
and  rarely  pays  the  total  amount  of 
charges  for  medical  services.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalled  that  a 
Methodist  Church  Pastor  needed 


assistance  for  a  church  member. 
“The  man's  health  required  sur¬ 
gery,”  said  Chaplain  Durbin.  “Al¬ 
though  he  had  insurance,  his  small 
income  was  not  enough  to  defray 
costs  of  this  much  needed  surgery. 
The  Good  Samaritan  Fund  assisted 
him  with  treatment  for  his  life- 
threatening  disease." 

Through  meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  the  patient,  it  has  been 
found  that  a  patient’s  length  of  stay 
has  been  reduced,  said  Chaplain 
Judy  Nelson. 

“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  general  health,”  stated 
Sue,  who  was  aided  by  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund  and  the  Department 


of  Pastoral  Care.  “Chaplain  Durbin 
and  Chaplain  Nelson  have  helped 
me  —  and  my  family  —  get 
through  a  very  difficult  period.  1 
will  never  forget  what  they  have 
done  for  us  through  the  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  tum,  until  they  found  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 
Christ’s  love  on  earth. 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  the  lives 
of  many.” 


Chaplain  Paul  Durbin  visits  a  patient. 


Lafon  Nursing  Home  —  Summative 


Chaplain  Judy  Nelson  (right)  gives  comfort. 


Your  Good  Samaritan  dollars  can  help  a  newborn  or  a  child  in  need. 


From  the  following  verse  flows  an 
interesting  summation  of  activities 
of  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

”...  I  come  that  they  might  have 
life  and  that  they  might  have  it 
more  abundantly.”  John  10:10 

This  is  a  reason  for  the  role  of 
caring  concerned  community  mem¬ 
bers  hold  to  make  life  rich  and 
enjoyable  even  in  the  re-clining 
years, to  the  residents  of  the  Home. 
Lafon  Nursing  Home  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference,  United 
Methodist  Church,  4021  Cadillac 
Street,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana 
70122,  constantly  labors  hard  and 
can  come  up  with  unique  methods 
of  expressing  lingering  happy 
events. 

The  month  of  February  1992 
brought  about  several  activities 
from  organizations  uhder  the  head¬ 
ing  of  visitations  as  we  celebrated 
Valentine's  Day,  Carnival  Season 
which  is  climaxed  on  Mardi  Gras 
(Fat  Tuesday),  and  Black  History 
Month  emphasis. 

Lafon  Home  had  a  very  colorful 
Carnival  Ball  during  the  month  of 
February  1 992  which  was  a  part  of 
Black  History  Celebration.  Reign¬ 
ing  as  King  was  the  distinguished 


George  Montegut,  a  resident  of  the 
Home  and  his  Queen,  Mrs.  Helen 
Wells,  a  former  employee  at  the 
Home  as  a  Licensed  Practical  Nurse 
(LPN),  who  had  worked  for  forty- 
eight  (48)  years.  After  her  retire¬ 
ment,  she  had  always  expressed  a 
desire  to  return  and  live  in  the 
Home  as  a  resident.  Her  desire  was 
fulfilled  for  she  is  now  known  as 
"Queen  Helen  Wells  —  1992  of  La¬ 
fon  Nursing  Home.”  She  is  also  a 
member  of  First  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  Reverend  Abra¬ 
ham  Davis,  Minister. 

Narrator  for  this  feature  of  cele¬ 
bration  was  Gary  Mattingly  of 
WDSU-Channel  6  Television.  Mu¬ 
sic  was  by  Dave  Bartholomew’s 
Band. 

The  Administrator  of  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home,  Edward  Lang,  add¬ 
ed  a  unique  climax  of  the  affiar  by 
sharing  the  history  of  Jazz  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  general  theme  of  the 
ball,  “And  All  That  Jazz.” 

The  very  beautiful  decoration  of 
the  Home  and  the  Ball  Arena  was 
done  under  the  guidelines  of  the  Ac¬ 
tivity  Department,  Mrs.  Jill  Boyd, 
Director. 

. . .  satisfy  your  desires  with  good 
things. 


The  Support  Team  for  the  1992  Mardi  Gras  Ball  "And  All  That  Jazz" 
were  I.  to  r.  Mr.  Jim  Russell,  Mrs.  Jill  Boyd,  Mr.  Dave  Bartholomew, 
Mr.  Edward  Lang,  Mr.  Ted  Jones,  Mr.  Jules  Carriere,  Mr.  Gary  Mat¬ 
tingly,  Ms.  Lisa  Brumfield,  Mr.  Buford  Jordan  and  Ms.  Ava  Allen. 


Mary  Bonda,  maid;  Ms.  Aline  Verret,  queen  1991;  Mrs.  Helen  Wells, 
queen  1992;  visiting  king,  Zulu  1992;  Mr.  Jim  Russell,  Mr.  George 
Montegut  king  1992;  Mr.  Sherman  Berry,  duke  and  two  New  Or¬ 
leans  Saintsation  dancers. 


Presentation  to  Mr.  Dave  Bartholomew  by  Mrs.  Jill  Boyd,  Activity 
Coordinator  of  the  1992  Mardi  Gras  Ball. 


Edward  "Sandy"  Lang,  Administrator. 


People's  Community  Center 

on  the  move  . . . 

. . .  and  growing  strong 


38  NUMBER  47 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Bird. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


APRIL  17,  1992 


Is  Risen 
Indeed 

Recently  I  stood  by  the  open  tomb  at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Sepul¬ 
cher  in  Jerusalem,  the  tomb  where  Jesus  supposedly  lay.  My  eyes  were 
drawn  to  a  small  hole  in  the  wall  of  the  tomb  —  about  five  feet  off  the 
ground. 

I  asked  a  guard  about  the  10-inch  circular  opening  in  the  wall.  He  said 
that  Easter  begins  for  the  Eastern  Orthodox  when  the  Patriarch  comes 
to  the  tomb  early  on  Easter  morning.  In  the  darkness,  the  Patriarch 
lights  a  torch  from  the  only  flickering  candle  left  burning  in  the  tomb. 
This  candle  symbolizes  that  even  in  the  darkness  of  death,  God's  spirit 
remains. 

The  Patriarch  then  pushes  his  hand-held  torch  outside  the  small 
opening  of  the  tomb.  Other  torches  are  lit.  Light  follows  light  as  fire  ig¬ 
nites  waiting  torches  all  around  the  tomb  area  and  throughout  the 
church.  The  light  is  then  sent  forward  to  waiting  persons  outside.  Easter 
has  begun.  Christ  is  Risen! 

He  is  Risen  indeed!  ~ 


Participating  in  recent  ground-breaking  ceremonies  at  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  were,  FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Baton 
Rouge  District  superintendent;  Fred  Loy,  Administrative  Board 
chairman;  John  Bani,  architect;  Charles  L.  Martin,  Building  and 
Grounds  committee  member;  Frances  Falcon,  Education  Work  Area 
chairperson;  Robin  Reed,  Early  Learning  Center  Advisory  Board 
member,  and,  front  row,  Natalie,  Emily  and  Melanie  Reed. 


Baton  Rouge  Churches 
Expand  and  Renovate 


Four  Baton  Rouge  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  are  adding  new 
structures  to  expand  their  facilities 
and  renovating  existing  buildings. 

The  congregation  of  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  recently  started  on  a 
$2,600,000  expansion  of  the  land¬ 
mark  downtown  facilities. 

To  be  constructed  are  a  large  par¬ 
ish  hall,  a  new  children’s  building 
and  new  choir  and  music  quarters. 
Included  in  the  building  program 
are  extensive  renovations  of  exist¬ 
ing  buildings.  Elevators  and  ramps 
to  be  installed  will  make  the  entire 
church  complex  accessible  to  handi¬ 
capped  persons. 

The  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  senior 
minister,  said,  “This  marks  our  first 
major  expansion  since  the  early 
1960’s.  We’re  making  a  significant 
commitment  to  our  congregation  as 
well  as  to  a  long  term  presence  in 
downtown  Baton  Rouge.” 

Joel  Ory,  building  committee 
chairman,  said  phase  one  will  take 
about  a  year  and  will  include  con¬ 
struction  of  the  children’s  building 
for  church  school.  The  Early  Learn¬ 
ing  Center  will  be  built  on  recently 
cleared  land  adjacent  to  the  church 
sanctuary. 

The  entire  project  is  expected  to 
be  completed  early  in  1994.  Percy  J. 
Matherne  is  the  contractor  and 
John  A.  Bani  and  Henry  J.  Carville 
are  the  architects. 

Through  its  Building  Believers  cap¬ 
ital  stewardship  program,  the  church 
has  already  raised  $825,000  of  the 
$2.25  million  pledged  for  the  project. 
University  UMC 

A  new  administration  wing  is  due 
to  open  in  May  at  William  B.  Reily 
Memorial,  University  UMC  where 
the  senior  minister  is  the  Rev. 
DeWitt  M.  Ginn.  Extensive  land¬ 
scaping  to  be  done  around  the  new 
wing  and  the  sanctuary  will  include 
a  plaza  and  a  fountain,  the  Rev. 
Frank  B.  Akin,  associate  pastor. 


said.  The  new  building  will  provide 
offices  for  the  ministers,  adminis¬ 
trative  employees,  secretaries  and 
the  director  of  Christian  education. 

Major  renovation  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  is  planned  this  summer  and  the 
parlor  and  church  library  also  are  to 
be  refurbished.  Akin  mentioned. 

Building  committee  chairman  is 
Robert  McKenzie.  William  Burks  is 
the  architect  and  the  contractor  is 
Acadian  Builders  of  Gonzales. 
Landscaping  design  will  be  by 
Reich  Associates.  Approximately 
$500,000  will  be  spent  on  the  build¬ 
ing,  landscaping  and  renovations. 

“There  is  very  little  to  be  fi¬ 
nanced  because  most  of  the  funds 
for  the  building  program  have  been 
raised  through  pledges  during  a 
Stewardship  Capital  Funds  Cam¬ 
paign,”  Akin  said. 

Completed  last  year  was  a  park¬ 
ing  lot  behind  the  church. 

Magnolia  UMC 

A  brick  fellowship  wing  is  being 
added  to  the  sanctuary  of  Magnolia 
UMC  in  Greenwell  Springs.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  are  building  it 
themselves,  the  Rev.  Wayne  How- 
ington  said. 

Chairman  of  the  project  is  Moe 
Bourke  and  Clyde  Lemoine,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church,  is  the  contractor 
who  is  overseeing  the  construction. 
The  new  34  by  68-foot  wing  will  in¬ 
corporate  an  existing  kitchen. 

“We  expect  to  save  over  half  the 
cost  by  doing  the  building  our¬ 
selves,”  the  pastor  said.  “We’ve  es¬ 
timated  our  cost  at  $35,000  but 
we’ll  have  an  $80,000  building.” 

The  wing  is  to  be  used  for  small 
fellowship  gatherings,  Bible  study, 
Sunday  school,  as  well  as  board, 
Scout  and  other  meetings. 

“Recently  on  a  Saturday,  we  had 
a  ‘bam  raising’  type  event  and 
framed  it,”  Howington  said.  “The 
women  served  biscuits  for  breakfast 
and  prepared  lunch.  Getting  togeth- 


Bishop  Oden  Announces  Appointment 
Of  Three  New  District  Superintendents 


Bishop  William  Oden  announces 
the  appointment  of  three  ministers  to 
the  office  of  District  superintendent. 

The  Rev.  William  Douglas  Pee¬ 
ples,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  West 
Monroe,  will  become  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  North  Shore  area. 

The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Neely  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
has  been  named  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Alexandria  area. 

Pastor  of  Munholland  Memorial 
UMC,  Metairie,  the  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Potter  will  become  District  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Shreveport  area. 

Bishop  Oden  said  the  appoint¬ 
ments  will  be  effective  at  Annual 
Conference. 

William  Douglas  Peeples 

Peeples,  who  has  been  pastor  of 
the  West  Monroe  church  since  1988 
served  Aldersgate  UMC  Slidell  from 
1985  to  1988.  Prior  to  that  he  was 
pastor  of  First  Bastrop-Collinston 
Charge,  Haynesville-Shongaloo 
Charge,  St.  John’s  in  Baton  Rouge, 
and  St.  Luke’s  in  Lake  Charles. 

He  received  a  BA  from  Centenary 
College  and  a  bachelor  of  divinity 
degree  from  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  SMU.  While  at  Perkins  he 
served  churches  in  Dallas  and  prior 
to  that  he  had  worked  in  Louisiana 
churches  since  the  summer  of  1 957. 

Peeples  is  a  native  of  Louisiana. 
“I  grew  up  in  the  little  town  of  Ath¬ 
ens,  La.,  with  my  parents,  two 
younger  sistersT  one’younger  broth¬ 
er,  a  billy  goat,  dog  and  many 
friends,  both  animal  and  human,” 
he  said. 

He  was  baptized  and  confirmed 
in  Athens  UMC.  He  moved  to  Bry- 
celand.  La.,  at  age  13  when  he  went 
to  UMY  at  Bienville-Castor-Mill 
Creek-Strange  Methodist  Charge. 
He  was  licensed  to  preach  through 
the  Charge  Conference  in  1957. 

A  delegate  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  he  also  has  been  a  delegate  to 
jurisdictional  conference  and  a 
member  of  the  jurisdictional  court 
of  appeals  since  1988.  Since  that 
time  he  has  also  been  chairman  of 
the  Conference  Joint  Review  Com¬ 
mittee  and  vice  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Peeples  is  married  to  the  former 
Fane  Bussie.  They  have  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Alarie,  in  Little  Rock  and 
Chris,  in  Northeast  Louisiana  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Monroe. 

“I’m  sure  I  will  like  it  (the  new  as¬ 
signment),”  Peeples  said.  “I  will 
just  be  a  pastor  in  D.S.  clothing  be¬ 
cause  that’s  all  I  know  how  to  be. 
But  I  appreciate  the  opportunity. 

Peeples  said  he  likes  seeing  the 
wide  diversity  of  Louisiana  and  the 
Conference.  He  describes  the  North 
Shore  area  as  the  “big  toe”  of  the 
state.  “You’ve  got  to  have  it  to  op¬ 
erate,”  he  said.  “When  you’re  run¬ 
ning,  it’s  what  keeps  your  balance.” 

Donald  R.  Avery 

Avery  served  at  Neely-Hartzell 
Charge  from  May  1972  to  June 
1991  and  then  has  been  pastor  of 


er  and  working  on  the  building  to¬ 
gether  is  creating  such  a  good  spirit 
among  the  congregation.” 

The  project  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  June. 

Before  the  members  started  con¬ 
structing  the  building,  they  had  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  similar  project,  a 
house-raising,  for  a  family  in  the 
church  whose  home  burned.  “We 
got  together  and  put  up  the  frame 
for  it  and  it  created  marvelous 
bonding  among  the  members,” 
Howington  said. 

Broadmoor  UMC 

A  building  program  that  has  been 
in  the  planning  stages  for  3  1/2 
years  is  underway  at  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  where  senior 
minister  is  Dr.  Charles  Simmons. 

Construction  has  begun  on  the 
first  phase  of  the  project  —  an  adult 
education  building  and  a  parking 
lot,  Jon  Gray,  church  business  ad¬ 
ministrator,  said. 


The  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples 


Neely  UMC  since  June  1972. 

He  graduated  from  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  Orleans  in  1968  with 
a  BA  degree  majoring  in  sociology 
and  from  Boston  University,  School 
of  Theology  in  1971. 

He  was  graduated  with  honors 
from  Southern  University  School  of 
Law  in  Baton  Rouge  in  1976.  He 
then  was  a  graduate  fellow  for  fur¬ 
ther  study  at  LSU  Law  Center  from 
September  1976  to  May  1977. 

While  in  seminary,  Avery  was  a 
member  of  Consultation  on  the 
Black  Church,  Black  Methodists  foi 
Church  Renewal  and  National 
Committee  of  Black  Churchmen. 

At  Southern,  he  was  articles  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Law  Review.  While  at¬ 
tending  Dillard  he  was  president  of 
the  university  chapter  of  the 
NAACP.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the 
NAACP  and  is  affiliated  with  the 
Louisiana  Bar  Association,  Delta 
Theta  Phi  Law  Fraternity  and  is  a 
Prince  Hall  Mason,  33  degree. 

Avery  has  served  as  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  law  at  Southern  University 
as  well  as  practicing  law  part-time. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Judy 
Black  and  they  have  two  children, 
Derek  and  Garrett. 

Avery  said  he  is  ready  to  take  on 
a  new  challenge.  “I’m  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  new  appointment,  get¬ 
ting  to  know  the  people  and  serving 
the  church,”  he  stated. 

Robert  L.  Potter 

Potter  was  bom  and  grew  up  in 
Shreveport  where  he  was  in  the 
Mangum  Memorial  UMC.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  there  in  1 949,  the 
same  year  he  graduated  from  high 
school. 

He  was  graduated  from  Centena¬ 
ry  College  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

His  first  appointment  was  as  as¬ 
sistant  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Alex¬ 
andria.  From  there  he  has  served  in 
eight  other  United  Methodist 
Church  appointments:  St.  Andrew 
in  New  Orleans  East;  Lake  Provi¬ 
dence  UMC;  Cedar  Grove;  St. 
Luke's  in  Shreveport;  Leesville-Hol- 
ly  Grove;  Ponchatoula-Lee’s  Land¬ 
ing;  Henning  Memorial  in  Sulphur, 
and  for  the  past  three  years,  Mun- 


During  construction,  worshippers 
are  being  shuttled  by  van  to  the 
church  from  a  nearby  parking  lot  at 
a  baseball  park. 

Adjacent  to  the  church,  a  brick 
parsonage  had  to  be  moved  to  make 
room  for  the  expansion. 

Second  phase  of  the  building  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  an  addition  to  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  building  and  renovation  of 
the  existing  children’s  building.  The 
third  part  will  consist  of  renova¬ 
tions  to  the  fellowship  hall  and  the 
addition  of  covered  walks  to  most 
buildings. 

Gray  said  the  project  will  cost 
about  $2  million.  Funds  were  raised 
by  means  of  a  drive  for  special 
three-year  pledges  to  the  building 
project.  Tom  Cook  and  Iris 
Maughan,  are  co-chairpersons  of 
the  building  program.  Carroll  Blew- 
ster  is  architect  for  the  project  and 
contractor  is  the  Beauregard  Devel¬ 
opment  Group. 


The  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 


holland  Memorial  in  Metairie. 

As  a  high  school  senior  he  was 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ist  Youth  Fellowship  (as  it  was 
called)  and  delegate  to  the  Convo¬ 
cation  of  Youth  in  Denver.  He  has 
served  on  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  20  years  and 
is  currently  chairman. 

He  met  his  wife,  the  former  Joan 
Lynette  Hardy  of  Texas,  at  Cente¬ 
nary  when  she  was  in  Louisiana  as  a 


Members  of  First  UMC,  Many, 
"are  celebrating  the  teachings,  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  resurrection  of  Christ” 
culminating  with  their  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  service.  A  Living  Last  Supper  is 
set  for  Friday,  April  17,  at  7  p.m.  as 
part  of  the  Service  of  Tenebrae. 

Men  of  the  church  will  portray 
the  disciples  and  present  a  dialogue 
of  what  it  was  like  to  follow  Jesus  in 
his  ministry  and  to  leant  that  one  of 
them  would  betray  him.  Directing 
the  “dramatic  tableau”  will  be  Car¬ 
ole  Troha  and  Chris  Nolen. 

The  service  will  begin  with  wor¬ 
ship  led  by  the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Nor¬ 
man,  pastor,  and  end  with  the 
tableau.  Traditionally  celebrated  as 
a  Service  of  Shadows,  the  Tenebrae 
will  progress  from  light  to  dark  and 
the  cross  will  be  draped  in  black  sig¬ 
nifying  the  darkness  of  the  world 
while  Christ  was  in  the  tomb. 

Many  churches  are  to  conduct 
Tenebrae  services. 

Worshippers  will  get  up  early  on 
Easter  for  a  sunrise  service  at  6:30 
a.m.  at  Pecan  Island  UMC  where 
the  Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  is  pastor.  A 
pancake  breakfast  will  be  held  after 


\ 


The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 


result  of  an  appointment  her  minis¬ 
ter  father  had  in  the  state.  The  Pot¬ 
ters  have  four  children  and  one 
granddaughter. 

Potter  will  be  returning  to  his 
roots.  “I’m  pleased  to  be  coming 
home  to  the  hometown  where  I  was 
raised.  I  have  family  and  friends 
here.  Shreveport  is  a  very  challeng- 
ing  district  to  serve  and  I  am 
pleased  to  accept  the  challenge  and 
to  be  able  to  return  home.” 


the  service. 

Abbeville  UMC,  also  served  by 
Dilworth,  held  a  New  Testament 
Communion  Service  on  April  15. 

“Early  believers  gathered  for  a 
fellowship  meal  together  after 
which  they  shared  the  elements  of 
bread  and  wine,  the  symbols  of  the 
Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,”  Dil¬ 
worth  said. 

“Communion  for  the  followers  of 
Jesus  was  not  just  with  God,"  he 
added,  “but  was  a  warm  fellowship 
among  the  members  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.”  In  Abbeville,  members 
took  loaves  of  bread  and  offered 
parts  of  them,  along  with  hugs,  to 
others.  The  pieces  illustrated  how 
they  all  fit  together  as  the  Body  of 
Christ. 

“Celebration  of  Easter,”  a  mod¬ 
ern  cantata  with  narration  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  layperson  Larry  Dickson. 

An  Easter  sunrise  service  will  be 
held  Sunday  at  6  a.m.  at  Mimosa 
Pines  Cemetery,  Sulphur,  where 
congregations  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District  are  invited  to  worship.  The 
Rev.  Ray  Holt  pastor  of  Wesley 
UMC  pastor,  will  preach. 


Good  Samaritan 


Special  Easter  Offering 
Provides  Opportunity 
To  Share  the  Good  News 


On  Easter  Sunday  morning,  a 
special  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
will  be  taken  in  Louisiana 
churches.  The  offering  helps  sup¬ 
port  three  New  Orleans  agencies 
which  are  outreach  ministries  of 
the  Conference-Lafon  Home, 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  and  Peoples  Communi¬ 
ty  Center. 

How  appropriate  it  is  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  resurrection  by  giving 
to  agencies  that  heal  and  help  as 
Jesus  did  during  his  ministry  on 
earth.  We  can  share  the  good 
news  by  giving. 

Kay  Riedel  of  Lafayette,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Conference  Health 
and  Welfare  Committee,  said  “A 


major  portion  of  the  support  of 
the  agencies  comes  from  the  Eas¬ 
ter  offering  and  another  taken  in 
October.” 

Lafon  Home,  whose  adminis¬ 
trator  is  Edward  J.  Lang,  minis¬ 
ters  to  aged,  handicapped  and 
disabled  persons. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  health  care  facility.  Frederick 
C.  Young  Jr.  is  president  and 
Rev.  Paul  G.  Durbin  and  the 
Rev.  Judy  Nelson  are  hospital 
chaplains.  The  Peoples  Commu¬ 
nity  Center  provides  aid  to  dis¬ 
advantaged  persons,  primarily 
children,  in  an  inner-city  area. 


Holy  Week  of  Services 
Culminates  With  Easter 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial; 


'Shuttle  evangelism'  and  the  Resurrection 


Politicians  who  crisscross  the 
globe  to  promote  their  govern¬ 
ments’  policies  are  often  said  to 
practice  “shuttle  diplomacy.” 

Similarly,  pawing  numbers  of 
Christians  crisscrossing  the  globe 
might  be  said  to  be  practicing 
“shuttle  evangelism”— the  easy 
movement  of  ordinary  Christians 
across  international  borders  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  Christ. 

However  one  labels  it,  bur¬ 
geoning  Christian-to-Christian 
relationships  worldwide — indi¬ 
viduals  and  entire  congrega¬ 
tions — are  an  astonishing  and 
welcome  development. 

Note  these  examples: 

■  The  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  provides  a  clearing-house  for 
congregations  worldwide  to  es¬ 
tablish  direct  relationships  with 
each  other,  for  example,  through 
short-term  pulpit  exchanges. 

■  Volunteers  sponsored  by  our 
denomination’s  mission  board 
regularly  travel  on  short-term  as- 


However  one  labels  it,  burgeoning  Christian-to- 
Christian  relationships  worldwide — individuals 
and  entire  congregations— are  an  astonishing  and 
welcome  development. 


signments  to  all  comers  of  the 
planet  to  share  the  Gospel  and 
help  others. 

■  A  Louisiana  congregation 
helps  Christians  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  organize  as  Rus¬ 
sia’s  first  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation. 

■  That  same  Louisiana  congre¬ 
gation  plans  to  use  satellite  tech¬ 
nology  to  link  its  members  via  a 
televised  Easter  worship  service 
with  United  Methodists  in  Mos¬ 
cow’s  Red  Square  (see  news  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

We  rejoice  at  such  signs  of  en¬ 
ergy  and  creativity  within  the 
body  of  Christ! 

Indeed,  we  regard  “shuttle  evan¬ 


gelism”  as  dramatic  evidence  of  a 
“new  thing”:  the  widescale  use  of 
20th-century  technology  by  grass¬ 
roots  Christians  to  break  down 
ages-old  barriers  to  cross-cultural 
contact  and  understanding. 

For  example,  relatively  inexpen¬ 
sive  air  travel  and  computer-aided 
communications  have  reduced 
two  such  barriers — distance  and 
time — to  near  irrelevance. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  season,  dare 
we  call  “shuttle  evangelism”  a 
late  20th-century  sign  of  Resur¬ 
rection? 

We  believe  so,  particularly  if  the 
latter  is  regarded  in  part  as  God’s 
power  to  break  familiar  molds  and 
to  reveal  new  life  and  new  ways  of 


being  people  of  God. 

Experience  shows,  however, 
that  new  life  entails  risk. 

Jesus’  Resurrection  threatened 
established  religion  in  his  day.  Sim¬ 
ilarly,  outbreaks  of  new  life  in  our 
time  could  threaten  familiar  and 
comfortable  ways  of  doing  things. 

What’s  the  role  of  the  church’s 
bureaucracy,  for  example,  if  indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  decide 
that  they  can  “shuttle  alone?” 

On  the  other  hand,  might  the 
glamor  of  shuttle  evangelism  over¬ 
shadow  ongoing  ministries  and  the 
need  to  share  Christ  close  to  home? 

In  either  case,  new  life,  like  the 
Resurrection  itself,  compels  us  to 
view  all  of  life  in  fresh  perspec¬ 
tive,^  including  the  insight  that 
God’s  love  knows  no  boundaries. 

Shuttle  evangelism  is  an  excit¬ 
ing  sign  that  such  boundary¬ 
breaking  love  is  at  work  in  our 
time,  reminding  us  anew  that  life 
abundant,  not  death,  is  the  en¬ 
during  will  of  God. 


Here  I  Stand= 


Proposed  new  worship  book  is  faithful  to  our  tradition 


By  THOMAS  A.  LANGFORD  III 

How  may  we  name  God? 

The  proposed  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  is  faithful  to  the 
directives  given  by  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  and  to  the  needs  of 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

Specifically,  the  ways  in  which 
God  is  named  throughout  the  pro¬ 
posed  book  are  faithful  to  our  tradi¬ 
tion  and  the  needs  of  our  people  as 
we  move  into  the  third  millennium. 

Recent  observations  by  some 
groups  about  references  to  God  in 
the  document,  however,  have  creat¬ 
ed  confusion.  Issues  have  been 
raised  that  deserve  to  be  clarified. 

The  following  statements  de¬ 
scribe  accurately  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship  as  it  is  being 
presented  next  month  to  the  1992 
General  Conference. 

Not  phasing  out  'Father' 

1.  The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Worship  is  not  phasing  out  the  term 
“Father.”  On  the  contrary,  this 
book  of  worship  firmly  retains  his¬ 
toric  language  for  God. 

The  proposed  book  uses  the  tra¬ 
ditional  form  of  the  Trinity  (“Fa¬ 
ther,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit”) 
wherever  it  is  found  in  the  services 


"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing 
the  church.  The  Rev. 

Thomas  A.  Langford 
III  heads  the  section 
on  worship  of  thei 
General  Board  of  Disdpleship  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tenn.  Mr.  Langford  is  general  editor 
of  the  proposed  new  Book  of  Worship 

contained  in  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  also  in  all  the  General 
Services  of  the  denomination. 

This  means  that  “Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit”  appear  in  the  ser¬ 
vices  for  holy  communion,  baptism, 
marriage,  funeral,  ordination,  and 
in  numerous  other  places. 

In  the  proposed  United  Method¬ 
ist  Book  of  Worship,  God  is  ad¬ 
dressed  or  invoked  as  “Father”  166 
times.  In  addition,  The  Lord’s 
Prayer  is  included  by  title  in  36  ser¬ 
vices  of  worship;  and  there  are  nu¬ 
merous  services  in  which  The 
Apostles’  Creed,  The  Gloria  Patri, 
and  other  acts  of  worship  invoking 
or  addressing  God  as  “Father”  are 
included  by  title  only. 

Explicitly  or  by  implication,  there¬ 
fore,  God  is  addressed  or  invoked  as 


“Father”  far  more  than  200  times 
throughout  the  proposed  book. 

The  word  “Lord,”  usually  referring 
to  Jesus  Christ,  is  retained  and  used 
widely  throughout  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship.  Other  than 
“Father,”  “God,”  and  “Lord,”  no 
other  name  for  God  is  used  more 
than  four  times  in  the  proposed  book. 

In  recognizing  the  primacy  of 
Scripture  and  reflecting  our  tradi¬ 
tion,  the  language  for  God  in  the 
proposed  book  of  worship  is  over¬ 
whelmingly  traditional. 

Isn't  a  book  of  law 

2.  The  book  of  worship,  like  the 
hymnal,  has  never  been  a  book  of 
law  in  our  tradition  and,  therefore, 
cannot  require  use  of  any  particular 
name  of  God.  In  our  denomination 
only  The  Book  of  Discipline  can  or¬ 
der  or  forbid,  as  indicated  by  the 
words  “shall”  and  “shall  not.” 

These  words,  therefore,  are  not 
used  in  The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship.  Suggestions  are  given, 
but  not  mandated:  options  are  pro¬ 
vided,  but  not  required.  As  such, 
this  book  of  worship  affirms  our 
United  Methodist  tradition  of  order 
and  freedom. 

Currently,  the  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  man- 


"Like  the  Bible  itself,  the  historic  church  and  many 
United  Methodists  today,  the  [proposed  new  Book 
of  Worship]  encourages  a  variety  of  names  for 
God." 

— Thomas  A.  Langford  Ml 


dates  specific  language  about  God 
in  only  one  service  of  worship: 
Paragraph  442,  when  candidates  for 
ordination  are  “Ordained  by  the 
bishop,  who  will  use  the  historic 
language  of  the  Holy  Trinity:  Fa¬ 
ther,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit.” 

If  The  United  Methodist  Church 
wishes  to  mandate  specific  language 
for  God,  the  appropriate  action  is  to 
amend  the  Discipline. 

3.  In  surveys  and  focus  groups  con¬ 
ducted  by  The  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  Committee,  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  surveys  continually  raised 
two  hopes:  (a)  retain  traditional  lan¬ 
guage  for  God  and  (b)  expand  the  use 
of  additional  names  for  God. 

Having  retained  the  use  of  the  term 
“Father”  extensively,  The  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship  also  pro¬ 
vides  additional  names  for  God  in 
certain  locations  in  the  book.  Like  the 
Bible  itself,  the  historic  church,  and 


many  United  Methodists  today,  the 
book  encourages  a  variety  of  names 
for  God. 

These  names  include  Almighty 
God,  Lord  of  Life,  Holy  One,  King  of 
Glory,  Everlasting  God,  and  Gracious 
God. 

'Both  Father  and  Mother' 

In  addition,  a  prayer  by  Bishop  D. 
T.  Niles  of  Sri  Lanka,  one  of  the 
greatest  of  20th  century  evangelists 
and  theologians,  addresses  God  as 
“both  Father  and  Mother”  (page 
336).  Anselm  of  Canterbury  (11th 
century)  names  Jesus  in  a  prayer  as 
“Mother”  (page  298).  Other  names 
come  from  traditional  prayers  from 
other  cultures  (such  as  “Gitchi  Mani- 
tou”  out  of  a  Native  American  tradi¬ 
tion)  which  have  now  been  adopted 
for  use  by  many  Christians. 

4.  The  process  that  created  this 
book  of  worship  was  very  inclusive; 


many  vital  segments  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation  were  included  throughout 
the  process.  The  “Introduction  to 
the  Report”  testifies  to  this  work. 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Worship  Committee  involved  an  un¬ 
usually  wide  group  of  people  from 
across  the  denomination.  This  Com¬ 
mittee  intentionally  invited  a  diverse 
group  of  readers  and  consultants  con¬ 
tinually  to  evaluate  our  work. 

When  the  full  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship  Committee  voted 
on  the  document,  the  proposed  book 
of  worship  was  approved  23  to  l.A 
plenary  session  of  The  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  reviewed  the  full  doc¬ 
ument  and  debated  at  length  refer¬ 
ences  to  God.  An  overwhelming  ma¬ 
jority  voted  for  the  full  book. 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Worship,  as  presented  to  General 
Conference,  is  firmly  grounded  in 
our  tradition  that  names  God  pre¬ 
dominately  as  “Father”  and  also 
recognizes  that  God  may  be  ad¬ 
dressed  by  many  names. 

My  hope  is  that  General  Confer¬ 
ence  will  adopt  the  proposed  book 
as  a  whole  and  thus  insure  that  no 
one  segment  of  the  denomination 
will  prescribe  or  prohibit  any  singu¬ 
lar  name  for  our  God. 


c-fSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


WHAT  DO  YOO  &-ET 
WHEN  YOO  CROSS  A 
MATH  PROFESSOR  WITH  A  _ 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHER? 


Faithfully  yours= 


SOMEONE  WHO 
CAN  TELL  YOO 
THE  SQUARE  ROOT 
OF  ALL  EVIL'. 


We're  only  seeking  accountability 


Being  from  the  Midwest  originally, 
I  tend  to  lean  toward  the  side  that  is 
advocating  for  the  General  Board  to 
move  out  of  New  York  as  addressed 
in  the  article  headlined  “Mission 
board  location  fuels  ‘remote’  image,” 
(see  UMR,  March  20). 

But  as  with  the  argument  for  term 
limitations  for  our  U.S.  Congress,  I 
am  afraid  that  the  suggested  solu¬ 
tion  will  not  remedy  the  problem. 


If  conference  delegates  had  a  hammer. . . 


The  speaker  had  made  good  use 
of  the  old  story  about  the  shade-tree 
mechanic  who 
charged  $800  for 
starting  a  car. 

The  car  owner 
demanded  an 
itemized  state¬ 
ment.  The  me¬ 
chanic  complied 
thusly:  John  A.  Lovelace 

“For  hitting  the  engine  sharply 
with  a  ball  peen  hammer,  causine  it 


to  start,  $1.00. 

“For  knowing  where  to  hit  it, 
$799.00.” 

The  audience  laughed  heartily. 
Then  the  speaker  made  his  real 
point: 

“In  these  three  people  we  honor 
tonight,  I  am  convinced  that  we 
have  folks  who  ‘know  where  to  hit 
it.’  ”  The  audience  roared. 

This  was  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  annual  dinner 
honoring  winners  of  the  Circuit 


Rider  Award.  It’s  a  comparatively 
new  national-competition  award, 
first  given  in  1987  to  honor  people 
who  show  that  they  know  how  to 
build  or  revitalize  a  congregation.” 

In  other  words,  they  know  how  to 
use  a  hammer! 

That  made  me  wonder  what 
might  happen  if  someone  provided 
each  delegate  to  the  1992  General 
Conference  a  hammer.  How  many 
among  the  nearly  1,000  delegates 
might  know  where  to  strike  the 
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church's  “engine”  with  their  ham¬ 
mer  and  get  it  “started”? 

A  goodly  number,  I  should  think. 

I’m  not  prepared  to  live  with  the 
cacophony  which  might  ensue  if  all 
delegates  to  the  Louisville  gathering 
May  5-15  had  actual  hammers  in 
hand,  so  I’ll  let  the  metaphorical 
suggestion  suffice. 

But  the  same  intensity  and  tenac¬ 
ity  which  this  year’s  Circuit  Rider 
Award  three  winners  exhibited,  if 
multiplied  by  the  hundreds  or  thou¬ 
sands  or  millions,  might  “start” 
more  than  a  church.  It  might  start  a 
Christian  revolution. 

Happy  hammerin’,  sisters  and 
brothers.  Let’s  start  something! 

—IOHNA.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 

* Winners  of  this  year's  Circuit  Rider 
Awards,  each  worth  a  $1, 000  Cokes- 
bury  gift  certificate  and  a  plaque >  were 
the  Rev.  Pat  Spearman  of  lackson  Cha¬ 
pel  UMC,  San  Marcos,  Texas;  the  Rev. 
Michael  F.  Bailey  of  Good  Shepherd 
UMC,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the  Rev.  C. 
Eugene  Koth  of  Walnut  Hills  UMC, 
West  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


The  average  person  is  feeling  very 
distanced  from  the  people  who  rep¬ 
resent  them  whether  it  be  in  govern¬ 
ment  or  in  the  church. 

Instead  of  defending  their  “right” 
to  stay  in  New  York,  I  would  be 
more  encouraged  if  board  members 
started  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
them  and  the  people  they  represent 
in  the  local  churches. 

Make  reports  and  budgets  acces¬ 
sible  to  local  churches  (all  local  pas¬ 
tors  salaries,  etc.  are  published  an¬ 
nually),  broaden  your  search  for 
staff  members  so  as  to  be  more  in¬ 
clusive  of  different  ideologies,  have 
fewer  and  longer  visits  to  mission 
sites  rather  than  several  “fly-bys.” 
But  most  of  all  let  us  know  how  you 
are  spending  our  money. 

The  business  world  is  being  asked 

Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following; 

“Peace  I  leave  with  you;  my 
peace  I  give  to  you;  not  as  the  world 
gives  do  I  give  to  you.  Let  not  your 
hearts  be  troubled,  neither  let  them 
be  afraid.” 


to  be  more  accountable,  the  Congress 
is  being  asked  to  be  more  account¬ 
able  and  now  we  are  asking  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  to  do  the  same  thing. 

If  we  feel  good  about  what  you 
are  doing,  then  we  won’t  care  where 
you  are  located. 

Lynette  Fields 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 

A  sign  of  strength? 

In  the  March  20  article  headlined 
“Mission  board  location  fuels  ‘re¬ 
mote’  image,”  Karl  Stegall  raises  a 
case  for  retention  of  the  present  site 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  at  the  very  time  he  is  en¬ 
couraging  its  relocation. 

Mr.  Stegall  says,  “I  can  assure 
you  that  more  strong  leaders  would 
apply  if  the  headquarters  was  locat¬ 
ed  somewhere  besides  New  York.” 

Such  required  conditions  before 
service  are,  it  seems  to  me,  indica¬ 
tions  of  weak,  not  strong  leadership. 

M.  Thomas  Swantner 
Urbana,  Illinois 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Mark  14:36) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  20 

Monday;  Psalms  1 18:14-18 
Tuesday:  Psalms  118:1 9-20 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  65:17-19 
Thursday:  Isaiah  65:20-25 
Friday:  John  20: 1-10 
Saturday:  John  20: 1 1  - 1 8 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:19-26 


Attention:  Choir  Members  &  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Vocal,  Instrumental, 
Organ  &  Handbells.  Hands-on  learning  s 
reading  packets  for  church  musicians  of  all  church 
sizes,  seasons,  ages,  and  styles. 

Clinicians:  Dr.  Ann  Howard  Jones,  Dr.  Steve 
Coker,  Nancy  Cox,  Karen  Sheaner,  Angela  Broeker  Ke¬ 
vin  Riehl,  Bill  Mathis  and  Rev.  Thomas  Anderson 
Langford,  III  as  Worship  leader. 

Texas  Conference 
Choir  Clinic 
June  1  —  5 
Lakevlew  Methodist 
Conference  Center 
Palestine,  Texas 
For  Information,  Contact: 

Mamie  Taylor  •  Box  565 

LaMarque,  Texas  77568  _ 

409/935-6989  •  713/672-9026  CHOIR 
Dolan  Bayless  •  405/76M681  CLINIC 
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RED  SQUARE  EASTER:  An  Easter  Sun¬ 
day  telecast  from  both  Red  Square  in  Moscow 
and  the  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport,  La.,  will  be  the  first-ever  simulta¬ 
neously  televised  Protestant  worship  service 
from  Russia  and  the  United  States.  The  service 
will  air  on  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN)  April  19  from  1 1  a.m.  to  noon  and 
again  from  7  to  8  p.m.  (EST).  The  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  senior  minister  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
will  share  the  pulpit  in  Moscow  with  the  Rev. 
Lydia  Istomina,  lay  pastor  of  a  new  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Ekatrinaburg,  Rus¬ 
sia.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana  Area) 
will  preach  at  the  Shreveport  church.  The  Re¬ 
porter  expects  to  cover  services  in  both  Moscow 
and  Shreveport. 


'MEMPHIS'  RESPONSE:  Delegates  to 
United  Methodism’s  top  legislative  assembly 
from  the  California-Pacific  Annual  Conference 
have  been  prompted  by  the  “Memphis  Declara¬ 
tion”  issued  in  January  to  release  their  own 
statement  affirming  “critical  thought  and  prac¬ 
tical  action.”  In  a  950-word  paper,  all  18  lay 
and  clergy  delegates  and  two  alternates  to  the 
General  Conference  meeting  May  5-15  in  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky.,  say  the  spirit  of  the  Methodist 
movement  is  in  dispute.  “There  are  those  who 
would  depict  this  spirit  as  one  of  clinging  to 
past  forms  and  closure  against  free  discussion  of 
the  new  challenges  that  arise  as  time  passes,” 
the  California-Pacific  delegation  says. 


NEW  FORMS  OF  RACISM:  “The  lack 
of  spirituality”  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  caused  churches  to  ignore  economic  vio¬ 
lence — the  new  emergence 
of  racism  in  our  society — 
said  the  Rev.  Joseph  E. 

Lowery,  pastor  of  Cascade 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Atlanta,  during  the  emer¬ 
gency  consultation  on  rac¬ 
ism  (see  related  story  on 
this  page.)  Ecomomic  vio¬ 
lence,  he  said,  occurs  when 
persons  are  under-employed,  resulting  in  low 
esteem  and  anti-social  behavior.  Dr.  Lowery  is 
national  president  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 


Dr.  Lowery 


POINT  OF  LIGHT:  The  Education  and 
Employment  Ministry  Inc.  of  Oklahoma  City,  a 
project  supported  by  United  Methodists,  has 
been  named  the  719th  “Point  of  Light”  by  Pres¬ 
ident  Bush.  Founded  in  1987,  the  ministry  uses 
a  three-step  program  of  self-esteem  and  skills 
evaluation,  job  placement  and  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  to  help  the  unemployed  find  permanent 
work.  In  1 99 1 ,  325  of  the  ministry’s  420  partici¬ 
pants  found  full-time  employment. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

Museum  gains  icon 

LAKE  IUNALUSKA,  N.C.— This  100-year-old 
Russian  icon  depicting  Jesus'  entry  into  Jeru¬ 
salem  has  been  acquired  by  the  World 
Methodist  Museum.  The  Russian  painting 
was  purchased  in  the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem 
at  an  antiquities  shop  near  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Sepulchre.  A  volunteer  organization, 
Friends  of  the  Museum,  provided  funds  for 
the  purchase.  The  icon  was  unveiled  in  time 
for  viewing  during  Holy  Week. 


Delegates,  members:  Do  they  differ? 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

Want  an  up-to-date  snapshot 
of  United  Methodists? 

It’s  probably  best  found  in  a 
national  telephone  survey  com¬ 
missioned  recently  by  “The 
United  Methodist  Reporter”  and 
conducted  by  the  Gallup  Organi¬ 
zation  of  Princeton,  N.J. 

Further,  the  newspaper,  in  an 
identical  and  simultaneous  sur¬ 
vey,  developed  its  own  snapshot 
of  delegates  to  the  church’s  up¬ 
coming  legislative  General  Con¬ 
ference  by  surveying  nearly  900 
of  the  just-under  1,000  delegates. 
Some  700  responded. 

As  the  charts  below  indicate, 
impressive  similarities  and  inter¬ 
esting  differences  emerged. 

Nearly  half  (48%)  of  the  318 


United  Methodist  laypeople  and 
clergy  across  the  church  surveyed 
by  Gallup  said  newspapers  and 
television  are  the  greatest  influ¬ 
ences  on  their  views  about  daily 
issues. 

The  largest  percentage  (41%) 
of  General  Conference  delegates 
answered  that  same  question  by 
citing  the  Bible.  Only  22  percent 
of  delegates  cited  newspapers 
and  television. 

Gallup  also  found  that  older  re¬ 
spondents  are  more  apt  to  cite  the 
Bible,  while  younger  respondents 
cited  newspapers  and  television. 

Both  groups  surveyed  indicat¬ 
ed  that  the  more  involved  one  is 
in  the  church — including  being  a 
delegate  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence — the  more  likely  it  is  that 
the  Bible  will  be  named  as  the 


most  influential  source. 

Both  surveys  sought  to  mea¬ 
sure  United  Methodists’  involve¬ 
ment  in  their  local  churches. 

As  expected,  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  overwhelmingly 
(97%)  said  they’re  active  on  com¬ 
mittees  and  attend  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices  regularly. 

The  Gallup  survey  found  that 
just  under  three  in  10  members 
across  the  church  (29%)  report 
similar  involvement.  Another 
28%  said  they  attend  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices  but  are  not  otherwise  in¬ 
volved,  and  one  in  four  (26%) 
said  they  don’t  attend  services. 

Women,  Gallup  found,  are 
more  likely  than  men  to  report 
being  active  on  church  commit¬ 
tees.  Men,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
somewhat  more  likely  than  wom¬ 


en  to  report  giving  money  but 
not  attending  church  services, 
Gallup  found. 

Marked  differences  emerged 
when  surveyors  asked  what  should 
be  the  church’s  top  priority. 

General  Conference  delegates 
strongly  (79%)  declared  “pro¬ 
claiming  the  Gospel.” 

Only  one  in  four  at-large  United 
Methodists  survey  by  Gallup  (26%) 
chose  the  same  answer.  A  slightly 
larger  number  (34%)  said  they  feel 
the  church's  top  priority  should  be 
service  to  the  community. 

Many  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  who  added  written  com¬ 
ments  to  the  Reporter’s  survey 
form  said  they  consider  the  two 
options — proclamation  and  ser¬ 
vice — either  synonymous  or  nec¬ 
essarily  simultaneous. 


Large  majorities  in  both 
groups  (84%  among  General 
Conference  delegates,  74% 
among  those  Gallup  surveyed) 
said  “talk  to  my  pastor”  would 
be  the  main  thing  they  would  do 
if  they  disagreed  with  a  stand 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
took  on  an  issue. 

Given  the  option  to  say  that 
they  would  “go  to  another 
church,"  84%  of  delegates  said 
“no,”  and  66%  of  rank-and-file 
United  Methodists  said  “no.” 

Predictably,  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  expect  their  actions 
to  have  greater  effect  on  local  con¬ 
gregations  than  across-the-church 
members  do.  “Great”  effect  is  an¬ 
ticipated  by  31%  of  the  delegates 
and  only  1 4%  of  members. 


How  much  will  General  Conference 
affect  your  local  congregation? 


NOT  MUCH 
SOMEWHAT 
GREATLY 
DON'T  KNOW 


Delegates 

4  percent 

60  percent 
31  percent 

5  percent 


United  Methodists 


30  percent 
46  percent 
14  percent 
10  percent 


Sourest:  UMR  delegate  eurvey,  Gallup  UMR  ILLUSTRATION 

survey  of  Individual  Unltsd  Msthodlsts  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Who  are  survey  respondents? 


These  figures  show  the 
demographic  makeup  of 
the  690  delegates  who 
responded  to  a  UMR  survey 
and  the  318  individual 
United  Methodists  who 
responded  to  a  Gallup 
survey  requested  by  UMR. 


no  Male 


Delegates 


Individual 
United  Methodists 


l 


Female 


65  percent  42  percent 


35  percent  58  percent 


Age  18  to  49  28  percent  52  percent 


Age  50  to  99  72  percent  48  percent 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


How  do  General  Conference  delegates 
and  individual  United  Methodists  differ? 


What  most  influences  your  views? 


What  best  describes  your  church  involvement? 


Sunday  worship  and 


service  on 
committees 
97  percent 


Individual  United  Methodists 


What  should  be  the  church's  top  priority? 


Delegates 


Proclaiming  the  Gospel 
79  percent 


Individual  United  Methodists 


Service  to  the  community 
34  percent 


Results  show  dominant  answers  In  sach  category  from  Identical 
aurvays  conducted  concurrently  In  February  and  March  1992.  UMR 
surveyed  882  U.S  delegates  to  General  Conference  by  mail  and 
recalved  690  responses.  UMR  commissioned  the  Gallup  Organization 
to  survey  Individual  United  Methodists  by  telephone.  Gallup 

received  318  responses.  UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Racism  parley  hears  varied  stories  of  hate 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Telling  sto¬ 
ries  of  the  “growing  racism  that 
threatens  to  destroy  our  society,” 
some  100  United  Methodists  an¬ 
swered  the  call  April  10  to  an 
emergency  national  consultation 
on  racism  in  the  United  States. 

The  meeting  was  convened  at 
headquarters  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

'What's  the  urgency?' 

Although  the  call  for  the  con¬ 
sultation  cited  “violent  hate 
crimes  and  intensifying  white  su¬ 
premacist  activities  amplified  by 
inflammatory  political  campaign 


rhetoric,”  Bishop  Robert  Morgan 
said  United  Methodists  through¬ 
out  the  country  have  asked  him, 
“What’s  the  emergency?  What’s 

“That’s  the  problem,’’  said 
Bishop  Morgan  (Jackson,  Miss. 
Area),  who  chairs  the  Church  and 
Society  board.  “Many  people 
don’t  know  that  it  is  a  problem.” 
is  a  problem.” 

But  many  participants  con¬ 
firmed  that  there  is  a  racial  prob¬ 
lems  in  their  communities. 

Among  their  stories: 

■  The  Rev.  James  Stovall  of 
Louisiana  explained  how  ecu¬ 
menical  coalitions  in  his  state 
worked  against  gubernatorial 
candidate  David  Duke. 

■  Members  of  the  Califomia- 


Nevada  conference  gave  racism- 
consultation  participants 
literature  on  their  response  to  re- 
cruitment  of  youths  into  the 
Klan  Youth  Corps  and  the  rise  of 
racial  and  religious  bigotry  from 
the  American  Nazi  Party. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Agne,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  on  the  ra¬ 
cial  justice  staff  for  the  National 
Council  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  helped  the 
group  brainstorm  on  programs  to 
take  back  home  to  their  local 
church. 

Resource  book  asked 

For  example,  in  each  district  of 
the  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  a  designated  “anti-racist 


church"  takes  the  lead  in  racial 
justice  ministries. 

Participants  said  they  would 
like  to  see  a  United  Methodist  re¬ 
source  book  of  “anti-racist  peo¬ 
ple”  such  as  United  Methodist 
the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 

They  also  recommended  that 
the  Council  of  Bishops  create  a 
pastoral  letter  on  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  racism. 

With  participants  coming  from 
as  far  as  the  Pacific-Northwest 
conference,  each  was  either  spon¬ 
sored  by  an  annual  conference  or 
paid  his  or  her  own  expenses  for 
the  meeting. 


Bishop  Neil  Irons  (Northern 
New  Jersey  Area)  even  accompa¬ 
nied  his  conference  council  on 
ministries  staff  to  the  sessions. 
He  said  he  wanted  to  leant  first¬ 
hand  additional  models  for  local 
churches  to  combat  racism. 

The  consultation’s  sponsoring 
board's  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  told 
the  Reporter  that  this  is  not  the 
first  time  his  agency  has  been 
asked  to  develop  strategies  to 
deal  with  racism. 

“Of  course,  most  recently  the 
issues  of  race  have  been  exacer¬ 
bated  by  Asian-bashing  in  the 
campaign  process  as  we  face  a 
bleak  economy,”  he  said,  (See 
story  below.) 
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UMs  reminded  to  ' love  thy  neighbor' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON — Acts  of  racism 
will  be  repeated  again  and  again  un¬ 
less  responsible  United  Methodists 
stand  up  for  constitutional  rights  of 
all  Americans. 

That  assessment  was  made  last 
week  by  U.S.  Rep.  Norman  Y.  Mi- 
neta  of  California’s  1 3th  congressio¬ 
nal  district  during  an  emergency 
United  Methodist  consultation  on 
racism. 

A  member  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Jose, 
Calif.,  Mr.  Mineta  said  he  first  felt 
the  sting  of  national  racism  as  a 
young  child.  During  that  time,  he 


was  one  of  120,000  Americans  of 
Japanese  ancestry  forcibly  removed 
from  the  West  Coast  by  the  U  S. 
government  in  1942, 

This  federal  mandate  followed 
the  1941  Japanese  attack  on  Pearl 
Harbor. 

“The  search  was  on  for  scape¬ 
goats,”  said  the  congressman. 

Government  officials  thought 
Japanese-Americans  were  hiding 
under  a  “cloak  of  citizenship";  con¬ 
sequently  they  were  not  allowed  to 
prove  their  loyalty  to  the  United 
States,  he  said. 

No  national  body  tried  to  rescue 
Japanese  Americans  from  four 
years  of  forced  internment,  and 


Japanese-Americans  “stood  silently 
in  spectrum  of  shame.” 

Nearly  47  years  later,  Mr.  Mineta 
became  the  driving  force  behind  en¬ 
actment  of  H.R.  442,  the  Civil  Lib¬ 
erties  Act  of  1988,  which  redresses 
injustices  endured  by  Japanese- 
Americans  during  that  war. 

The  congressman  said  that  struggle 
helped  Japanese  Americans  win  back 
the  dignity  lost  because  they  were 
scapegoats  for  another  problem. 

In  1992,  history  may  repeat  itself, 
said  Mr.  Mineta,  if  people  use  Japa¬ 
nese-Americans  as  scapegoats  to 
blame  for  a  sagging  economy. 

“As  leaders  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  you  have  great  moral  au¬ 


thority  to  fight  the  hatred  in  our 
midst.  As  bishops,  superintendents, 
pastors,  and  as  lay  members  from 
congregations  throughout  the  country, 
each  of  us  has  a  message  to  convey. 

“It  is  not  a  message  that  will  be 
drafted  today.  And  no  comprehen¬ 
sive  search  is  needed  to  find  it.  The 
message  is  simply  this: 

‘Thou  shaft  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.’ 

“All  too  often  some  Americans 
forget  the  wisdom  and  justice  of 
that  message,”  concluded  Mr.  Mi¬ 
neta.  “It  is  our  task  and  duty  to  re¬ 
mind  them  of  it." 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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CHALLENGED  TO  FAST:  Delegates  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  are  being  chal¬ 
lenged  by  two  annual  conferences  to  fast,  pray 
and  donate  for  an  end  to  world  hunger  for  a  20- 
hour  period  during  the  May  5-15  session  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  The  Troy  and  Wyoming  Annual 
Conference  delegations  (Albany,  N.Y.,  episcopal 
area)  plans  to  schedule  their  fast  to  coincide  with 
the  period  of  the  Council  of  Bishops’  fast  during 
the  first  week.  Participants  are  asked  give  an 
amount  not  less  than  the  General  Conference  per 
diem  rate  ($62).  Proceeds  will  be  divided  between 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
the  Louisville  Food  Bank. 

CONCLAVE  UPDATES:  InfoServ,  the 
information  hotline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  offer  daily  telephone  summaries  of 
proceedings  of  the  1992  General  Conference 
during  its  May  5-15  sessions  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
Telephone  numbers  and  languages  are:  English, 
(615)  742-5432  and  Spanish,  (615)  742-5425 
(both  available  24  hours  daily  at  caller’s  ex¬ 
pense).  Updates  in  Spanish  or  Korean  are  avail¬ 
able  toll-free  on  request  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
(Central  Daylight  Time)  at  1-800-251-8140. 

OPPOSE  CASINOS:  Chicago-area  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  told  a 
news  conference  last  week  that  Mayor  Richard 
Daley’s  plan  to  allow  up  to  five  Las  Vegas-type 
casinos  into  the  city  would  lead  to  “fiscal  and 
social  bankruptcy.”  He  and  other  members  of 
the  Chicago  Council  of  Religious  Leaders  are 
drafting  a  statement  on  gambling  in  the  city. 

MISSION  INTERPRETER:  Bishop  c. 

Dale  White  (New  York  Area)  will  become  a 
mission  interpreter  for  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World  Division  effec¬ 
tive  Sept.  1.  Bishop  White  will  interpret  policy  is¬ 
sues  related  to  the  Alrica/Europe/Middle  East  area 
and  will  counsel  the  staff  in  crisis  intervention. 

MINISTER  DIES:  The  Rev.  Victor  Tada- 
haru  Fujiu,  72,  a  retired  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  who  was  interned  with  120,000 
Japanese- Americans  after  the  bombing  of  Pearl 
Harbor,  died  April  7  in  Evanston,  Ill.  Mr.  Fujiu 
served  churches  in  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  and  was  appointed  district  superin- 
tedent  in  1978.  Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Kiyoko,  former  member  of  the  general  secretari¬ 
at  of  the  church’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

CALL  FOR  HUMAN  RIGHTS:  Lay 

and  clergy  managers  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have  called  for  res¬ 
toration  of  human  rights  in  Myanmar  (Burma) 
and  East  Timor  and  an  end  to  the  “costly  military 
conflict”  in  the  Philippines.  The  U.N.  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Human  Rights  was  asked  to  investigate 
the  “planned  sexual  subjugation”  of  “Korean 
women  drafted  for  sexual  service  by  Japan." 


Church  sweetens  its  coffers 
via  candy  Easter-egg  sales 


PHOTO  BY  VALf  Bit  WIELAND 


ELDRIDGE,  Iowa — The  Rev.  Thomas  Bishop  (right),  pastor  of 
New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church,  and  church  members 
help  mix  dough  for  the  annual  Easter  egg  fund-raiser. 


By  VALERIE  WIELAND 

ELDRIDGE,  Iowa — Members 
of  New  Hope  United  Methodist 
Church  have  been  up  to  their  el¬ 
bows  in  candy  dough  recently. 

They’ve  been  preparing  for  the 
church’s  third  annual  Easter  Egg 
Sale  by  making  1,500  chocolate- 
covered,  flower-decorated,  melt- 
in-your-mouth,  half-pound 
candy  eggs. 

This  project  is  just  one  more 
challenge  for  New  Hope,  whose 
members  built  their  congregation 
not  only  by  faith  but  by  determi¬ 
nation  and  diligent  labor. 

Members  took  over 

When  funds  diminished  soon 
after  a  contractor  erected  the 
frame  of  the  sanctuary  in  1989, 
members  took  over. 

Families  pulled  together  hun¬ 
dreds  of  hours  of  time,  painting 
and  installing  side  boards  and 
roofing. 

They  worshipped  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  for  the  first  time  three 


months  later. 

Then,  as  often  happens,  money 
received  from  offerings  didn’t 
match  the  amount  pledged.  So 
one  of  New  Hope’s  moves  to  bal¬ 
ance  the  budget  was  the  Easter 
Egg  Sale. 

According  to  New  Hope  char¬ 
ter  member  Mary  Masterson, 
“Last  year  we  made  1,623  eggs  in 
four  flavors:  butter  cream,  choco¬ 
late  nut,  peanut  butter  and  coco¬ 
nut.  The  men  did  the  mixing, 
and  later  we  hand-dipped  the 
eggs  in  chocolate  and  decorated 
each  with  a  frosting  flower.” 

Eggs  were  individually  boxed 
and  sold.  Proceeds  of  nearly 
$3,000  were  applied  toward  the 
church’s  kitchen  cabinet  ex¬ 
penses. 

Karen  Roberts,  who  spear¬ 
headed  the  sale,  brought  the  idea 
to  the  Eldridge  church  from  her 
former  congregation  in  the  east¬ 
ern  U.S. 

“I  had  to  really  beg  for  the  rec¬ 
ipe,”  she  said,  maintaining  that  it 
will  be  kept  a  secret. 


The  first  year  of  the  sale,  ingre¬ 
dients  for  the  confections  were 
purchased. 

But  last  year  the  congregation 
held  “peanut  butter  Sunday,” 
“chocolate  chip  Sunday”  and  so 
on,  soliciting  donations  of  ingre¬ 
dients  from  members. 

Making  the  eggs  is  a  two-day 
project  involving  two  teams  of 
30  people  each. 

Eggs  shaped  by  hand 

Mrs.  Roberts  said  the  dough  is 
mixed  in  big  plastic  tubs  with 
two  people  working  at  a  tub. 
Then  a  handful  of  dough  is 
weighed  and  shaped  by  hand  into 
an  egg. 

Shaped  eggs  are  arranged  on 
waxed  paper  to  set  overnight. 

The  next  day,  chocolate  is 
melted  and  each  egg  is  dipped. 

Once  the  chocolate  has  dried, 
Mrs.  Masterson,  Bonny  Wittcop 
and  project  co-chair  Deb  Kroeger 
decorate  the  eggs  with  pastel 
flowers  and  green  leaves.  The 
type  of  flower  identifies  the  egg’s 


filling. 

The  entire  congregation  pitch¬ 
es  in  by  taking  advance  orders 
from  friends,  neighbors  and  co- 
workers  and  delivering  the  fin¬ 
ished  products. 


“It’s  a  tremendous  amount  of 
work,”  said  Mrs.  Roberts.  “But 
we  make  it  fun.” 

Valerie  Wieland  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Peoria,  III. 


'Saving  station'  ministries  going  national 


WASHINGTON— The  Rev. 
William  Robinson  believes  that 
when  drug-addicted  people 
“want  treatment,  they  need  treat¬ 
ment.” 

That  was  why  the  congregation 
of  which  Mr.  Robinson  is  pastor, 
Theressa  Hoover  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  chose  to  begin  a  “saving 
station”  ministry  directed  at 
helping  black  women  recover 
from  drug  addiction. 

“In  our  community,  there  is  a 
problem  finding  help  for  black 
women,”  explained  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son.  The  pastor  also  serves  as  a 
community  developer  for  the 
National  Division  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

“Treatment  programs  [in  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock]  are  designed  for  black 
men.” 

Meeting  a  need 

To  confront  the  problem, 
Theressa  Hoover  UMC  bought 
an  abandoned  house  and  had  it 


"Each  church  should  be 
a  saving  station." 

— Bishop  Felton  E.  May 

rehabilitated  into  a  residential 
drug  treatment  facility  for  up  to 
six  women  recovering  from  ad¬ 
dictions. 

“The  house  is  an  example  of 
what  we  can  do  if  we  really  be¬ 
lieve  it,”  Mr.  Robinson  said. 

Mr.  Robinson’s  account  was 
one  of  several  success  stories  of¬ 
fered  recently  to  a  “saving  sta¬ 
tions”  consultation  co-sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops’  Initiative  Against 
Drugs  and  Violence  and  the 
Global  Ministries  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Division. 

Seventy-five  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  21  states,  representing 
all  five  of  the  denomination’s 
geographic  U.S.  jurisdictions, 
gathered  to  leam  how  to  set  up 
“saving  station”  ministries. 

As  a  result  of  the  consultation, 


at  least  one  participant  church, 
Eastern  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baltimore,  has  em¬ 
barked  on  a  “saving  station” 
ministry  to  assist  women  victim¬ 
ized  by  drug  abuse  or  violence  or 
who  have  been  diagnosed  with 
AIDS. 

Pioneered  by  initiative 

“Saving  stations”  were  pio¬ 
neered  two  years  ago  by  the  bish¬ 
ops’  anti-drug  initiative. 

Fourteen  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  Washington  and 
adjacent  Maryland  towns  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  summer-long  experi¬ 
ment  in  1990.  Since  then  the 
“saving  station”  concept  has 
spread  to  such  diverse  areas  as 
urban  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  and  ru¬ 
ral  Shade  Gap,  Pa. 

United  Methodist  layman 
William  Bair  told  consultation 
participants  that  the  “saving  sta¬ 
tion”  program  in  Shade  Gap  was 
prompted  by  a  series  of  alcohol- 
related  traffic  deaths  among  area 
teen-agers  and  the  news  that  a 


methamphetamine  factory  had 
operated  in  the  area. 

In  response  to  a  campaign 
started  by  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shade  Gap, 
140  of  142  families  in  the  small 
rural  communities  committed 
themselves  to  be  “Drug  Free 
Homes.” 

Families  erected  “Drug  Free” 
signs  in  front  of  their  homes.  St. 
Luke’s  UMC  began  offering  free 
counseling  to  drug  abusers. 

Mr.  Bair  said  the  Shade  Gap 
Drug  Task  Force  has  put  much  of 
its  effort  into  working  with  local 
schools  on  substance  abuse  edu¬ 
cation. 

'Got  them  talking' 

“We’ve  got  the  children  talking 
about  the  Shade  Gap  Drug  Task 
Force,”  Mr.  Bair  said.  “We’ve 
got  them  thinking  about  what 
drugs  can  do  to  you.” 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  Jr.  (Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.,  Area)  stressed  that 
“saving  stations”  are  not  just 
programs,  but  models  through 


which  congregations  “bring 
Christ  to  the  hurting.”  Bishop 
May  was  specially  assigned  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  head 
the  two-year  initiative. 

“Each  church  should  be  a  sav¬ 
ing  station,”  Bishop  May  told  the 
consultation.  “Folks  will  respond 
to  direct  action  ...  to  a  vision  of 
what  their  community  could  be. 

“A  vision  doesn’t  come  from  a 
bishop,  a  district  superintendent, 
or  a  general  agency  staff  person. 
Vision  has  to  come  from  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  there.” 

A  proposal  to  provide  $1  mil¬ 
lion  for  a  denominationwide 
anti-drug  program,  which  would 
include  the  “saving  stations” 
concept,  will  come  before  the 
church’s  1992  legislative  General 
Conference  May  5-15  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

This  story  was  adapted  from  ma¬ 
terial  prepared  by  Stephen 
Drachler,  administrative  assis¬ 
tant  to  the  Bishops'  Initiative 
Against  Drugs  and  Violence. 
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Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  needed  for 
2,000-member  church  in  a  university  communi¬ 
ty.  Excellent  potential  for  programming.  Experi¬ 
ence  desired.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Send 
resume:  Rev.  Carl  Bray,  P.O.  Box  3846,  Bryan. 
TX  77805.  Position  open  February  1,  1992. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and 
Youth  Ministries  for  church  of  1200.  Primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  will  be  music,  including  children's, 
youth,  sanctuary  and  bell  choirs.  Multi-staff  envi¬ 
ronment.  Salary  dependent  upon  education,  ex¬ 
perience  and  ability.  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to: 
Rev.  Joe  Wood,  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX 
79045. _ 

MISSIONARIES  NEEDED  FOR  RUSSIA,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  willing  to  go  to  Russia  to  start  and 
pastor  Churches;  to  disciple  new  Christians;  to 
work  with  Sunday  Schools  and  youth.  Prior 
knowledge  of  Russian  not  required.  Call  (214) 
242-7631,  United  Methodists  In  Mission  To  Rus- 
sia,  for  additional  details. _ 

LABORATORY  SUPERVISOR  for  three-physi¬ 
cian  outpatient  clinic  of  Appalachian  UM  mis¬ 
sion  project.  ASCP  certified  or  equivalent.  Con¬ 
tact  Personnel  Director,  Red  Bird  Medical 
Center,  Beverly,  KY  409 1 3.  (606)  598-5 1 35. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time,  permanent,  career  position  in  dynamic 
1,400-member  congregation  with  growing  church 
school.  College  degree  required.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  by  May  1  to:  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  2375  E.  3300  S.,  Salt  Lake 
City,  UT  84109.  (801)  486-5473. _ 

PART-TIME  COORDINATOR  NEEDED  for 
Shalom  Education,  a  Chicago-based  ecumenical 
network  of  Christian  educators  promoting  peace 
with  justice  through  training  and  education.  Send 
resumes  to:  Rev.  Lynn  Pries,  7100  W.  1 12th  St., 
Worth,  IL  60482  (708)  448-6682. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Col¬ 
orado  Springs,  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of 
singles  ministries  and  part-time  or  full-time  di¬ 
rector  of  adult  education  by  July  1,  1992.  For 
both  positions,  a  diaconal  or  professional  degree 
is  preferred  and  two  years  experience  is  required. 
Send  resumes  and  questions  to:  Darrell  Mount, 
420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903.  (719)471-8522. _ 

CAMPUS  MINISTER:  Half-time  Director  of 
Campus  Christian  Association  at  the  University 
of  Nevada,  Reno.  UNR  has  an  enrollment  of 
about  12,000  students.  Reno  hosts  mining  busi¬ 
nesses  and  is  a  recreation  center  featuring  gaming 
and  winter  sports.  Ethnic  minority  and  women 
candidates  are  encouraged.  Position  begins  July 
1,  1992.  Closing  date  for  applications  is  May  1, 
1992.  For  details  write:  Toni  deSalvo,  1317  N. 
Virginia  Street,  Reno,  NV  89503,  or  call  (702) 
322-0882. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  1800  + 
members.  Excellent  facilities  located  in  college 
town.  Experienced  person  with  strong  faith  and 
love  for  young  people.  Please  contact:  Search 
Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
1000  West  Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA 
71270.  Call  (318)  251-0750. _ 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 


CLASSIFIED 


PART-TIME  COORDINATOR  of  at-risk  youth 
program  in  new  church  setting.  Responsible  for 
coordinating  volunteers  and  expanding  existing 
program  for  teen  mothers,  abuse  survivors,  and 
youth  with  drug  problems.  Send  resumes:  Jordan 
UMC,  2686  West  9000  South,  West  Jordan,  UT 
84088-8543. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF 
Counseling  Center.  Church  related  counseling 
center  in  metro  Atlanta  area  seeking  a  full-time 
director.  Following  qualifications  are  desired:  li¬ 
censed  clinical  psychologist;  marriage  and  family 
therapist;  professional  counselor,  qualified  ad¬ 
ministrator  with  a  minimum  of  five  years  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  director.  Must  be  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  and  preferably  an  ordained  Methodist 
minister.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements 
to:  Search  Committee,  3768  Manor  House  Drive, 
Marietta,  GA  30062. _ 

EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  PART- 
TIME  Organist  in  a  growing  and  versatile  fully- 
graded  music  program  of  1700-member  UMC, 
Albuquerque,  NM.  Call  Sue  Stanley  (505)  883- 
9717, _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immedi¬ 
ate  opening  in  a  growing  1 700  church  in  Central 
Florida.  Multiple  staff  with  strong  music  minis¬ 
try.  A  full-time  position  with  fully  graded  choirs 
and  handbells.  Experience  and  references  re¬ 
quired.  Salary /benefit  package  negotiable.  Send 
resume  by  May  15  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee.  FL  34741. _ 

GET  ON  BOARD!  Best  of  Britain  Tour,  July  1 3- 
28,  1 992.  Visit  best  of  England,  Wales,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland  in  a  congenial  group  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  guide.  Not  much  time  left.  For  informa¬ 
tion  brochure  call  (30 1)662- 1464  or  write  131  W. 
Second  Street,  Frederick,  MD  21701, _ 

RUSSIA  SI 895  FOR  TWO  WEEKS  —  Russian 
Summer  Study  Program  offered  by  St.  Petersburg 
Seminary  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  with  St. 
Xenia  Hospital  Foundation  (USA)  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Russia  June  16-30,  June  30-July  14,  July 
14-28  and  July  28-August  11.  Price  includes 
transportation  from  New  York,  student  rooms 
(30  participants),  meals,  study  program,  church 
visits,  sightseeing,  entertainment.  Moscow  trip 
available.  For  information:  (908)  219-9567  or 
write:  Rev.  James  C.  McReynolds,  St.  Xenia  Hos¬ 
pital  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  8941,  Red  Bank,  NJ 
07701. _ 

“ENGLAND  CALLS.”  Glorious  Lake  District 
and  London  August  27-September  1 1 .  Leisurely 
flexible  itinerary,  small  group,  Methodist  Guest 
House  accommodation.  Contact:  Joy  Boyer,  232 
E.  Poplar,  Sidney,  OH  45365  (5 1 3)  492-46 1 5. 

OAK  PEWS  FOR  SALE:  30  feet  long,  angled  in 
center,  hymnal  racks.  Total  capacity  600.  Make 
offer.  (415)  954-4447. _ 

FOR  SALE:  BRICK  HOME  on  golf  course  in 
North  Carolina  mountains  near  Lake  Junaluska 
Methodist  Assembly  Center.  3  bedrooms/2  baths, 
living  room,  dining  room,  basement,  huge  family 
room  has  fireplace.  V*  acre  lot.  (407)  268-1437  or 
(407)  268-4373. _ 

FOR  SALE:  1991  GMC  12  passenger  van,  6,500 
miles,  fully  loaded  with  front  and  rear  air,  power 
windows,  power  locks,  AM/FM  cassette,  350  V8 
and  automatic  overdrive  transmission.  Deluxe 
interior  and  dark  glass  windows.  Sold  new  for 
over  $22,000,  now  only  $15,975.  Call  Kevin  Gro¬ 
ver  at  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC,  Wagoner,  OK, 
(918)485-2188. _ 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac- 
cumulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358. 


DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! _ 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY:  Tri-Vista 
condo.  For  sale  by  owner.  3  bedroom,  2  bath, 
downstairs  unit.  Call  Bob  Bowling:  Day  (404) 
923-1403;  Night  (404)  921-0794. _ 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. _ 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 
ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. _ 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 
2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Vg  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 
VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of 
12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger  cook- 
out,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call:  (501) 
253-8418  today! _ 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$,  Catalog  $  1 .  Christian  Bible  College.  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). _ 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)329-7321. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Conference  Council 
Director,  Iowa  Annual  Conference  seeks  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  Director.  For  applica¬ 
tion  and  position  description  contact:  Jo  Camp- 
ney,  Chairperson,  CCOM  Personnel  Committee, 
1019  Chesnut  St.,  Des  Moines,  IA  50309,  (515) 
283-1991.  Application  deadline  is  June  15,  1992. 

ANNMARIES  SPECIALTIES,  heirloom  style 
christening  dresses.  When  you  become  a  parent, 
you  embark  on  a  wondrous  journey  of  discovery 
and  joy.  We'd  like  to  be  able  to  share  with  you 
one  of  the  first  of  these  special  times.  For  bro- 
chure  call:  (214)279-0876. _ 

FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Re¬ 
producible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimburse¬ 
ments,  contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volun¬ 
teers  to  boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to: 
Free  Forms,  Volunteer  Impact  Press.  929-A  S. 
Crockett.  Sherman.  TX  75090-7927. _ 

MINISTER  TO  FAMILIES  WITH  YOUTH. 
3,400-member  church  with  youth  constituency  of 
250  + .  Pastoral  care  to  youth,  and  their  families. 
Large  church  experience  preferred.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Rev.  G.  Randall  Nix,  St.  James  UMC, 
321  Pleasant  Valley  Dr.,  Little  Rock,  AR  72212, 
(501)225-7372. 


Emphasis  on  justice,  peace,  creation 
as  seminary  celebrates  centennial 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER — Ambiguity  marks  the 
shifting  economic,  political  and  en¬ 
vironmental  world  scene.  But  the 
Holy  Spirit  continues  to  offer  sur¬ 
prising  openings  of  opportunity. 

That’s  the  message  from  World 
Council  of  Churches  General  Secre¬ 
tary  Emilio  Castro. 

Dr.  Castro  delivered  that  message 
during  the  April  7  keynote  address  at 
an  international  symposium  spon¬ 
sored  by  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 

Entitled  “Justice,  Peace  and  the  In¬ 
tegrity  of  Creation,”  the  three-day 
symposium  was  billed  as  the  center- 
piece  of  niff’s  centennial  celebration. 

Justice,  peace  and  the  integrity  of 
creation  are  a  centerpiece  of  the 
WCC’s  international  ecumenical 
thrust.  Dr.  Castro  reminded  his  audi¬ 
ence.  These  three  concerns  emerged 
from  the  WCC’s  1 983  Assembly. 

Participants  there  noted,  among 
other  things,  that  this  is  “the  first 


generation  that  had  the  capacity  to 
destroy  the  whole  of  creation.” 

Speaking  from  a  text,  Dr.  Castro 
indicated  that  one  of  “the  most 
glamorous”  subsequent  victories 
for  justice  and  peace  occurred  in 
“the  prayer  meetings  in  the  German 
Democratic  Republic. 

“From  there  (participants)  went 
into  the  streets  in  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  manifestations  of  non-vio¬ 
lent  resistance  that  was  finalized  in 
the  crumbling  of  the  Berlin  wall.” 

The  theological  approach  to  deal¬ 
ing  with  justice,  peace  and  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  creation  issues  is  found 
in  “a  humble  prayer,”  Dr.  Castro 
said:  “Come  Holy  Spirit,  Renew  the 
Whole  Creation.” 

Dr.  Castro  then  noted  that  the 
world  situation  continues  to 
change,  often  in  ambiguous  ways. 

Latin  American  countries  are 
now  democratic,  but  “these  democ¬ 
racies  are  not  able  to  cope  with  the 
growing  impoverishment  of  the 


people,”  he  claimed. 

In  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
there  are  promises  of  future  free¬ 
doms,  but  tumult  marks  the  present. 

“Racism  has  received  a  tremen¬ 
dous  blow”  in  South  Africa,  “but 
the  question  of  restitution  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  deprived  masses  still 
awaits  an  answer. 

“Recent  developments,”  he  con¬ 
tinued,  “reveal  the  links  between 
environmental  deterioration  and 
war.  Perhaps  the  most  undeveloped 
connection  in  our  analysis  and 
theological  understanding  ...  is 
that  between  the  integrity  of  cre¬ 
ation  and  peace. 

“Today,  deteriorating  ecological 
conditions  are  creating  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  environmental  refu¬ 
gees  and  migrants.” 

And  the  churches  themselves 
have  changed,  a  situation  “that 
does  not  facilitate  the  speaking  with 
authority  vis-a-vis  the  problems  of 
the  world.” 


CALL  TO  ACTION 

United  Methodist  Renewal  will  require  increased  accountability  by  the  church  bureaucracy  to  the  general 
membership.  We  prayerfully  urge  the  General  Conference  to  enact  the  following  steps: 

•  relocate  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  out  of  New  York  City 

•  restrict  Global  Ministries'  ability  to  fund  non-church  groups 

•  reform  how  United  Methodism  funds  and  elects  its  representatives  to  the  National  and  World  Councils 
of  Churches 

•  restore  World  Service  as  an  apportionment  separate  from  the  Conference  Benevolence 
If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  need  for  church  reform,  please  contact: 

UNITED  METHODISTS  FOR  MORE  FAITHFUL  MINISTRY 
4201  NORTH  FAIRFAX  DRIVE 
ARLINGTON,  VIRGINIA  22203 

Mark  Tooley  Bill  Conlin  Mrs.  Lee  Holmberg 

Chairman  Treasurer  Secretary 

(703)671-2185  (703)435-1670  (703)356-3590 
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UMMen  construct  debt-free  building 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Thanks  to  contributions  of  labor 
and  money  by  United  Methodist 
Men  of  the  church’s  nine-state 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  working 
in  cooperation  with  the  South 
Georgia  Conference  church  exten¬ 
sion  program,  the  Kings  Bay  United 
Methodist  church  has  a  debt-free 
sanctuary. 

More  than  400  people  attended 
the  recent  dedication  that  marked 
completion  of  a  structure  valued  at 
$260,000  but  built  for  $120,000 
plus  about  70  days  of  work  contrib¬ 
uted  bv  laymen.  The  18-month-old, 


260-member  congregation  is  near 
the  new  U.S.  Navy  base  at  Kings 
Bay,  St.  Mary’s,  Ga. 

Built  on  land  that  had  been  given 
to  the  congregation,  the  air-condi¬ 
tioned  facility  includes  classrooms, 
kitchen  and  a  study  for  the  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Sam  Wilder,  in  addition  to 
the  sanctuary. 

The  church  had  begun  its  minis¬ 
try  in  a  prefabricated  mobile  unit. 

“The  first  building  built  by  vol¬ 
unteers  in  less  than  70  working  days 
was  a  prayer  come  true,”  said  Jack 
Crawford  of  Burnside,  Ky.  He  is 
vice  president  of  United  Methodist 


Men  in  the  denomination’s  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  and  chairman 
of  the  building  committee. 

Mr.  Crawford  said  the  key  to  suc¬ 
cessful  completion  of  the  project 
was  finding  Morris  Oglesby,  a 
builder  from  Rincon,  Ga.,  who  was 
the  volunteer  supervisor  on  the 
project.  Mr.  Oglesby’s  dedication 
and  love  of  the  church  made  him 
the  catalyst  to  raising  the  church, 
Mr.  Crawford  said. 

Mr.  Oglesby  has  moved  on  to  the 
Panama  City,  Fla.,  area  to  begin 
work  on  the  new  Emmaus  United 
Methodist  Church.  That  project  is 


scheduled  to  be  completed  by  July 
1 .  Work  teams  are  being  recruited. 

James  H.  Snead  Jr.,  head  of 
men’s  work  for  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville,  said  the  idea  for  the  new 
churches  last  December  when  juris¬ 
dictional  leaders  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  were  seeking  a  direction 
and  a  challenge. 

Their  efforts  focused  on  building 
10  new  churches  and  presenting 
them  debt-free  to  the  congregations. 

Men  of  the  jurisdiction,  said  Mr. 
Snead,  “can  celebrate  a  victory  in 
our  faith  to  follow  the  Lord.” 


Review; 


Teaching  kids  about  fragile  ecosystem 


V  * 

- 

Co-hosts  Stephanie  Yu  and  Z  Wright  use  ping  pong  balls  to  demon¬ 
strate  the  world's  rapidly  expanding  population  in  "A  Popular  Little 
Planet,"  upcoming  on  PBS  April  22. 


By  THOMAS  GOODHUE 

Children  and  teen-agers  are  at 
least  as  worried  as  their  parents  are 
about  threats  to  our  planet’s  fragile 
ecosystem. 

This  year,  in  commemoration  of 
Earth  Day,  the  Children's  Television 
Workshop  is  addressing  children’s 
concerns  with  two  “Extra”  editions 
of  “3-2-1  Contact,”  its  excellent  sci¬ 
ence  program  for  children. 

The  first  half-hour  “Extra,”  air¬ 
ing  at  8  P.M.  (Eastern  Time)  on 
most  public  television  stations,  is 
called  “A  Popular  Little  Planet” 
and  it  explores  population  growth. 

The  program  deals  with  such  im¬ 
portant  topics  as  Americans’  stag¬ 
gering  consumption  of  natural 
resources,  links  between  population 
growth  and  poverty  and  how  over¬ 
population  contributes  to  environ¬ 
mental  crises. 

Unfortunately  this  is  the  weakest 
“Extra”  yet  offered  on  PBS,  lacking 
the  immediacy  of  most  “3-2-1  Con¬ 
tact”  programs  and  the  sense  of  ur¬ 
gency  these  problems  deserve. 

Fortunately,  3-2- l’s  worst  is  bet¬ 
ter  than  many  others. 

The  second  half-hour,  however, 
“Get  Busy:  How  Kids  Can  Save  the 
Planet,”  which  airs  on  most  PBS  affil¬ 
iates  on  April  22  at  8:30  P.M.  (East¬ 
ern  Time)  is  the  best  “Extra”  yet. 

It  begins  with  the  assumption 
that  kids  may  be  tired  of  hearing 
bad  news  about  the  environment.  It 
cleverly  uses  a  “messenger  from  the 


future”  and  “Tough  But  True  Earth 
Facts”  to  illustrate  the  conse¬ 
quences  we  and  our  descendants 
will  face  if  we  fail  to  care  for  the 
Earth. 

“Get  Busy”  stresses  both  individ¬ 
ual  and  collective  responsibility  for 
stewardship  of  natural  resources  and 
points  out  waste  to  kids  in  a  way  that 
their  parents  probably  cannot. 

Teen-age  hosts  Stephanie  Yu  and 
Z  Wright  also  present  inspiring  ex¬ 
amples  of  youthful  responsibility, 
such  as  a  group  of  kids  who  are 
helping  clean  up  the  Saginaw  River 
and  other  students  who  forced  their 
school  to  stop  using  throw-away  sty¬ 
rofoam  food  trays  in  their  cafeteria. 

Another  strength  of  this  program 
is  that  it  avoids  oversimplification, 
offering  pro  and  con  debates  on 
such  questions  as  whether  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  to  use  cloth  or  disposable  dia¬ 
pers,  plastic  or  glass  bottles. 

“Get  Busy”  thus  acknowledges 
the  complexity  of  these  issues  and 
the  difficulty  of  being  environmen¬ 
tally  correct. 

PBS  and  the  Children’s  Televi¬ 
sion  Workshop  are  to  be  commend¬ 
ed  for  tackling  these  timely  issues. 
Only  one  effort  yields  an  unquali¬ 
fied  success,  but  as  they  say  in  base¬ 
ball,  batting  .500  is  not  bad  at  all. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Island 
Park  (New  York)  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Long  Island  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  television 
for  the  Reporter. 


Political  analysts  fail  at  diagnosis 

How,  in  a  nation  that  puts  a  bar-coded  price  tag 
on  everything,  do  we  lay  hold  again  of  those  values 
whose  cost  is  spiritual  sacrifice,  such  as  honor, 
integrity  and  fidelity ? 


By  EUGENE  KENNEDY 

Religious  News  Service 

During  the  recent  political  cam¬ 
paigns  I’ve  noticed  that  men  and 
women  claiming  the  title  of  “politi¬ 
cal  analyst”  seem  to  have  propagat¬ 
ed  at  a  rapid  rate. 

It  may  be  that,  like  cockroaches 
under  kitchen  sinks,  these  analysts 
multiply  inside  television  sets,  their 
natural  breeding  grounds. 

Whatever  their  origin,  the  ana¬ 
lysts  seem  more  numerous  than  the 
candidates  and  at  times  more  nu¬ 
merous  than  the  voters. 

They  can  be  identified  by  the  fur¬ 
rowed  brows,  the  croupiers’  style  of 
covering  their  bets  quickly,  the 
droning  voices  they  use  to  bore 
their  victims  to  death  and  above  all 
by  their  laments. 

Political  analysts  are  the  ones 
who  currently  bemoan  a  lack  of 
hope  in  America. 

“There  is,”  one  noted  recently,  “a 
lot  of  hopelessness  out  there.” 

The  basis  for  his  opinion — and  I 
am  not  making  this  up — was  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  grammar  school  children 
who  say  they  expect  their  lives  to  be 
less  comfortable  than  those  of  their 
grandparents. 

These  analysts  interpret  such 
“hopelessness”  as  a  potent  and  pos¬ 
sibly  determining  factor  in  this 


year’s  presidential  campaigns.  Suc¬ 
cessful  candidates  will  be  those  who 
revive  the  American  dream  of  dis¬ 
posable  income. 

Hope  linked  to  finances 

As  is  the  habit  in  our  society  in 
which  nothing  is  real  unless  it  can  be 
given  a  cash  value,  hope  is  linked  to 
financial  security,  to  whether  people 
will  enjoy  “the  good  life”  or  not. 

In  short,  the  readers  of  our  politi¬ 
cal  tea  leaves  say  that  the  remedy 
for  dispirited  Americans,  imposed 
like  medical  prescriptions  on  the 
ailing  body  politic,  is  monetary  and 
materialistic  in  nature. 

The  analysts’  failure  to  grasp  why 
Americans  have  lost  faith  in  our  po¬ 
litical,  economic  and  other  institu¬ 
tions  is  monumental. 

Average  people  have  lost  confi¬ 
dence  not  because  they  are  afraid 
that  their  lives  will  be  less  affluent 
but  because  they  have  experienced 
affluence,  participated  as  good  citi¬ 
zens  in  a  consumer  society  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  it  did  not  make  them 
happy  at  all. 

Having  lived  by  the  credit  card, 
they  are  spiritually  close  to  death. 
They  pass  through  a  valley  whose 
shadow  falls  from  a  surrounding 
mountain  range  of  debt. 

Ordinary  people  have  grown  wary 


of  linking  their  hopes  to  the  pay- 
checks  that  come  next  year  to  pay  off 
last  year’s  accumulation  of  goods — 
much  of  it  for  now  stored  in  attics, 
garages  or  uneasy  memories. 

Without  anyone's  pointing  the 
way — without  help  from  Ralph  Na¬ 
der,  Common  Cause  or  any  of  the 
other  usual  suspects — Americans 
have  stopped  spending  and  started 
paying  off  their  bills. 

Basic  problem  is  spiritual 

For  people  turning  away  from  the 
deceptive  lure  of  material  gain,  the 
basic  problem,  as  yet  unverbalized 
by  presidential  candidates  and  un¬ 
suspected  by  political  analysts,  is 
spiritual  in  nature. 

Americans  want  to  abolish  false 
gods  along  with  the  makers  of  false 
gods — the  advertising  agencies,  an¬ 
alysts,  consultants  and  spin  doctors 
who  have  served  as  unworthy 
guides  to  a  better  life. 

The  nation’s  citizens  would  like 
to  feel  that  they  are  part  of  human¬ 
ity  rather  than  just  of  the  gross  na¬ 
tional  product. 

What,  they  wonder,  does  it  mean 
to  lead  a  good  life?  If  money  and 
things  don’t  automatically  deliver 
happiness,  what  are  the  experiences 
that  do? 

How,  in  a  nation  that  puts  a  bar- 
coded  price  tag  on  everything,  do  we 
lay  hold  again  of  those  values  whose 
cost  is  spiritual  sacrifice,  such  as  hon¬ 
or,  integrity  and  fidelity? 

What  is  this  mystery  about  living 
that  centers  on  inner  resources  rath¬ 
er  than  on  outer  possessions? 

This  swarm  of  political  analysts 
may  grasp  the  problem,  but  the  hab¬ 
its  of  their  work — the  focus  on  the 
immediate  and  superficial — prevent 
them,  as  those  same  habits  prevent 
politicians,  from  offering  solutions  to 
Americans  who  have  known  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  striving  for  more  and  worrying 


about  appearances. 

Their  disillusionment,  combined 
with  the  inability  of  leaders  and 
commentators  to  offer  insight  into 
the  spiritual  dimensions  of  life,  un¬ 
dergirds  their  disenchantment  with 
the  present  primary  campaign. 

Dr.  Kennedy  is  a  writer  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  psychology  at  Loyola  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Chicago. 

Children's 
work  lauded 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — John  Schol,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  Frankford  Group 
Ministry  in  Philadelphia,  says  he 
believes  in  changing  the  odds  rather 
than  “beating”  them. 

For  example,  the  ministry’s  Project 
YES  (Youth  Enrichment  Services) 
uses  training,  apprenticeship  and  job 
placement  programs  to  “reverse  con¬ 
ditions  that  place  children  at  risk  for 
abuse  or  neglect,”  he  said. 

The  Philadelphia  ministry  is  one 
of  five  regional  model  Children  and 
Youth  in  Jeopardy  projects  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  National  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Project  representatives  met  re¬ 
cently  in  Atlanta  to  share  what  they 
have  learned. 

The  projects  are  part  of  a  Nation¬ 
al  Division  initiative  designed  to 
support  outreach  ministries  re¬ 
sponding  to  critical  needs  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  in  areas  such  as 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  premature 
pregnancy  and  parenting,  abuse  and 
neglect,  gangs,  youthful  offenders, 
homelessness  and  suicide. 


'Absolutes'  don't  hold  up 


Religious  News  Service 

Most  Americans  say  they  want 
guidance  from  God  or  the  Bible 
but  few  believe  in  moral  abso¬ 
lutes,  according  to  a  new  survey 
by  the  Gallup  Organization. 

The  survey  taken  for  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  Life,  an  anti¬ 
abortion  group  in  Chicago,  also 
found  that  while  50  percent  of 
those  questioned  expressed  con¬ 
cern  about  the  influence  of  “reli¬ 
gious  fundamentalism”  in 
American  life,  only  36  percent 
were  concerned  about  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  “secular  humanism.” 

To  determine  attitudes  on 


moral  absolutes,  the  survey  asked 
respondents  if  they  agree  or  dis¬ 
agree  with  this  statement:  “There 
are  few  moral  absolutes;  what  is 
right  or  wrong  usually  varies 
from  situation  to  situation.” 

Nearly  70  percent  of  the  re¬ 
spondents  agreed,  while  27  per¬ 
cent  disagreed. 

Nearly  70  percent  of  the  re¬ 
spondents  said  they  believe  it  is 
very  important  to  do  what  God 
or  Scripture  says  when  choosing 
between  right  and  wrong. 

However,  63  percent  of  this 
group  said  they  reject  the  con¬ 
cept  of  moral  absolutes. 


Decade-long  program 


for  women 

Religious  News  Service 

Amid  claims  that  mainline 
churches  have  ignored  concerns 
of  women,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  is  taking  steps  to  bol¬ 
ster  disappointing  participation 
in  a  decade-long  program  aimed 
at  improving  the  status  of  wom¬ 
en  in  church  and  society. 

Speaking  before  participants  at 
a  worldwide  gathering  of  Angli¬ 
can  women  in  Salvador,  Brazil 
recently,  the  director  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Aruna  Gnadason,  an¬ 
nounced  that  small  teams  of 
representatives  will  be  sent  to 
each  of  the  council’s  346  member 
churches  to  encourage  participa¬ 
tion. 

The  six-day  gathering  in  Bra¬ 
zil,  called  the  “Worldwide  Angli¬ 
can  Encounter,”  drew  577 
participants  from  47  countries. 

Few  churches  supported  it 

As  reported  in  church  press  ac¬ 
counts,  Ms.  Gnadason  said  few 
churches  had  supported  the 
World  Council  program,  known 
as  “Ecumenical  Decade  of  the 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with 
Women.” 

The  program,  which  began  in 
1988,  identified  several  areas  of 
attention,  including:  participa¬ 
tion  of  women  in  the  life  of  the 
church;  violence  against  women 
in  church  and  society,  including 
use  of  language  that  excludes 
women;  the  relationship  between 
the  international  debt  crisis  and 
the  poverty  of  women;  racism 
and  xenophobia. 

Between  Easter  and  Pentecost 
this  year,  Ms.  Gnadason  said, 
churches  will  be  asked  to  rededi¬ 
cate  themselves  to  the  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Decade  during  worship 
services  under  the  theme  “Stand 
Together  with  Hope.” 

Feminist  theologian  Carter 
Heyward  of  the  Episcopal  Divin- 


disappoints 

ity  School  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
accused  the  Anglican  churches  of 
ignoring  the  Ecumenical  Decade. 

“The  Anglican  church,  in  its 
Decade  of  Evangelism,  has  com¬ 
pletely  disregarded  women’s 
well-being  and  women’s  con¬ 
cerns,”  she  said.  “Some  of  us  did 
not  even  know,  until  we  arrived 
here,  that  this  is  the  WCC’s  De¬ 
cade  of  Churches  in  Solidarity 
with  Women.” 

In  other  presentations  at  the 
meeting,  speakers  focused  on  in¬ 
justices  in  the  church  and  society 
that  denigrate  women. 

Painful  aspect 

Episcopal  Church  Presiding 
Bishop  Edmond  Browning  told 
participants  that  one  of  the  most 
painful  aspects  of  Anglicanism 
comes  with  the  Eucharist,  which 
in  most  Anglican  churches  can  be 
celebrated  by  men  only. 

“It  is  hard  to  experience  the 
equality  the  Eucharist  signifies  in 
the  company  of  many  who  are  kept 
down,”  said  Bishop  Browning. 

Korean  theologian  Chung 
Hyung-Kyung  of  Ewha  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Seoul  presented  a  slide 
show  documenting  the  pain  of  a 
young  Korean  woman  abducted 
from  her  village  to  serve  as  a 
prostitute  for  the  Japanese  army 
during  World  War  II. 

The  Japanese  government  re¬ 
cently  admitted  the  forced  con¬ 
scription  of  about  200,000 
Korean  women  as  prostitutes  for 
Japanese  soldiers  during  the  war. 

“When  I  heard  about  these  sis¬ 
ters,  I  wondered  why  Korean  so¬ 
ciety,  especially  the  churches, 
had  been  so  silent  about  this 
gross  injustice,”  said  Dr.  Chung, 
who  created  an  uproar  at  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  as¬ 
sembly  in  Australia  early  last 
year  when  she  spoke  of  God  in 
female  terminology. 


History  of  Hymns==— 

Luther  Resurrection  hymn 
rooted  in  old  Latin  song 


Christ  Jesus  lay  in  death’s  strong 
bands. 

For  our  offenses  given; 

But  now  at  God's  right  hand  he 
stands, 

And  brings  us  life  from  heaven; 
Wherefore  let  us  joyful  be, 

And  sing  to  God  right  thankfully 
Loud  songs  of  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

This  hymn  of  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ  was  written  by  Martin 
Luther  in  1 524. 

Luther’s  hymn  of  seven  stanzas 
was  based  on  a  12th  century  Ger¬ 
man  hymn  that  itself  had  roots  in 
an  earlier  Latin  song  of  the  resur¬ 
rection. 

The  present  English  version  was 
made  by  Richard  Massie  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  London  in  “Martin  Lu¬ 
ther’s  Spiritual  Songs,”  1854. 

The  primary  theme  of  the  hymn 
points  to  Christ’s  resurrection  as  his 
triumphant  victory.  Luther’s  words 
affirm  his  belief  that  Jesus  Christ 
paid  the  debt  of  sin  in  our  stead  and 


destroyed  the  power  of  sin  and 
death  forever. 

Such  victory  by  our  Lord  gives  to 
the  believer  an  openness  to  new  life 
and  the  joy  of  abundant  living  in 
Christ. 

We  sing  this  hymn  triumphantly 
as  we  celebrate  the  resurrection  of 
our  Lord.  Throughout  Christen¬ 
dom,  this  hymn  by  Luther  is  second 
in  popularity  only  to  his  “A  Mighty 
Fortress  Is  Our  God”  written  five 
years  later. 

Luther,  who  led  the  Reformation 
in  Germany  in  the  16th  century, 
translated  both  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments  from  Hebrew  and  Greek  into 
the  German  language  for  his  people. 

He  also  taught  them  to  sing 
hymns  in  their  native  language.  He 
opened  a  stream  of  Christian  song 
that  flooded  the  home  and  school  as 
well  as  the  church  and  became  a 
source  of  spiritual  strength  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  believers. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"The  Strife  Is  O'er,  the  Battle  Won" 


Dear  Deborah —  - 

Church  wants  more,  more 
but  pastor  gives  less,  less 


Dear  Deborah: 

Do  you  know  what  our  pastor 
said  recently?  He  said  that  after  we 
pay  our  tithe  of  1 0  percent,  we  then 
start  giving  our  offerings  and  then 
our  second  mile  giving. 

It  sounds  like  the  church  wants 
more  and  more  for  less  and  less.  I 
have  been  a  member  here  for  over 
40  years.  This  pastor  has  been  here 
two  years  and  never  once  made  a 
call  to  my  home. 

I  know  shutins  who  have  not  had 
communion  since  he  came  here. 

He  puts  out  a  list  of  things  people 
can  volunteer  to  do  for  the  church, 
but  what  does  he  do?  He  spends  all 
his  time  with  the  youth  and  choirs. 
His  sermons  do  not  teach  the  Bible, 
and  the  music  is  all  the  new  stuff, 
mostly  guitars  and  piano,  seldom 
the  organ. 

I  suppose  you  will  defend  him, 
but  those  of  us  who  have  been  here 
a  long  time  deserve  some  attention, 
too,  and  some  consideration  for  our 
tastes  in  music  and  worship. 

That  is  not  too  much  to  ask,  is  it? 

Miranda 

Dear  Miranda: 

I  am  not  going  to  defend  your  pas¬ 


tor  or  agree  with  you.  1  do  not  know 
your  church  or  what  job  description 
your  pastor  was  given  when  he  came 
there. 

I  believe  you  do  have  a  place  in  the 
church  and  that  the  older  generation 
deserves  attention  and  consideration, 
too.  But  that  has  to  be  seen  in  the  par¬ 
ticular  circumstances  of  your  church. 

It  must  certainly  feel  lonely  to 
think  that  you  are  not  included  in 
the  ministry  of  the  church  where  you 
have  been  a  member  so  long.  Even  if 
your  distress  continues,  I  hope  you 
will  not  give  up. 

Please  pray  about  it  and  see  what 
you  can  do  to  make  the  church  more 
inclusive,  because  there  are  probably 
others  who  need  you  to  speak  for 
them,  too. 

The  first  thing  to  do  is  talk  with 
the  pastor.  Then  conversations  with 
others  in  the  church,  including  the 
lay  leader,  will  be  important. 

There  may  be  ways  to  plan  so  that 
your  needs  and  the  needs  of  other 
longtime  members,  the  ministry  to 
the  youth  and  the  worship  times  can 
all  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Perhaps  a  prayer  chain  is  needed, 
too. 
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Interfaith  Volunteer 
Caregivers: 

In  Oakdale  and  Merryville,  coalitions  of  churches  and  area  agencies  pull 
resources  and  volunteers  to  assist  low  income  elderly  remain  in  their 
homes.  Volunteers  provide  visitation,  meals,  respite  care  and  help  with 
chores  thus  preventing  the  isolation,  loneliness  and  physical  danger  so  of¬ 
ten  associated  with  seniors  living  independently. 


Concerned  Christians  network  together  to  develop  creative  re¬ 
sponses  to  families  in  poverty.  Franklin,  Louisiana. 


New  Orleans 


Urban  Ministries: 


The  New  Orleans  district  churches  affirmed  their  commitment  to  the  re¬ 
vitalization  of  city  churches  through  mission  and  ministry.  With  Cross- 
Lines'  assistance,  the  district  now  moves  ahead  to  identify  areas  of  need, 
develop  appropriate  missional  responses,  and  establish  working  relation¬ 
ships  with  other  city-wide  programs. 


Volunteers  from  St.  John's  and  Evangeline  United  Methodist 
churches  celebrate  a  year  of  compassionate  outreach  through  the 
Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission  Center. 


CrossLines  Help's 
Through: 

Education,  Consultation,  Networking  and  Resourcing. 

How  Does  The  Methodist 
Church  Respond  To  The 
Poverty  In  Our  Midst? 

Individual  congregations  and  church-related  agencies  respond  to  fam¬ 
ilies  in  poverty  in  a  variety  of  creative  ways.  The  role  of  Louisiana  Cross- 
Lines,  a  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  initiative,  is  to  assist  local 
groups  as  they  seek  to  DISCOVER  needs,  DEVELOP  programs  and  NET¬ 
WORK  with  existing  agencies  and  projects  in  Louisiana  and  throughout 
the  country. 

In  A  Variety  Of  Ways 
CrossLines  Supports: 

FRIENDS  OF  FAMILIES:  In  Baton  Rouge  a  church-based  project  to  as¬ 
sist  homeless  families  make  the  transition  to  independence  and  self-suffi¬ 
ciency.  In  partnership  with  Volunteers  of  America  and  the  Baton  Rouge 
Housing  Authority,  church  volunteers  from  mentoring  relationships  with 
families  at  risk. 


Moments 

in 

Louisiana 

Every  23  minutes  an  infant  is  born  into  poverty. 

Every  1 1  hours  an  infant  dies. 

Every  81  minutes  an  infant  is  born  too  small  to  be  healthy. 

Every  103  minutes  an  infant  is  born  to  a  mother  who  received  late 
or  no  prenatal  care. 

Every  21  minutes  an  infant  is  born  to  an  unmarried  mother. 

Every  42  minutes  an  infant  is  bom  to  a  teenaged  mother. 

Every  4  days  another  child  is  murdered. 


Ruston  Children's  Home: 

In  collaboration  with  the  Ruston  Children’s  Home,  CrossLines  will  help 
recruit  and  train  church  volunteer  teams  to  mentor  young  adult  “gradu¬ 
ates"  of  the  Ruston  Children’s  Home  living  independently  from  family 
and  friends.  These  young  adults  will  be  encouraged  and  supported  in  their 
respective  communities  by  church  volunteers. 


Istrouma  Mission  Center: 

CrossLines  continues  to  assist  the  Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist 
Mission  Center  as  it  seeks  ways  to  serve  its  neighborhood  and  become  a 
catalyst  for  mission  throughout  the  district. 


AMITE: 

Sharing  stories  of  successful  models  of  ministry  is  one  way  CrossLines 
assists  mission  endeavors.  Community  ministries  from  Sulphur,  Crowley 
and  Alexandria  all  helped  shape  a  new  ministry  in  Amite.  Spearheaded  by 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  ACTS  (Area  Churches  Team  Services) 
will  provide  outreach  services  and  emergency  assistance  to  families  in  cri¬ 
sis  in  Tangipahoa  parish. 


CrossLines  helps  EDUCATE  the  churches  and  ADVOCATE  for  work¬ 
ing  closely  with  the  newly  formed  Louisiana  Interfaith  IMPACT  and  the 
Louisiana  Health  Care  Coalition.  Cooperatively,  they  sponsor  forums  to 
educate  Methodists  on  those  public  policy  issues  which  critically  affect 
Louisiana’s  most  vulnerable  families. 


Resources  Available 
Through 

Louisiana  CrossLines 

BACKGROUND  INFORMATION,  STUDY  MANUALS  ETC. 
CONCERNING: 

*  Health  Care 

*  Teenage  Pregnancy 

*  Domestic  Violence 

*  Substance  Abuse 

*  Child  Care 

*  Housing  and  Homelessness 

*  Welfare  and  Welfare  Reform 
ALSO  AVAILABLE: 

—  Statistics  on  your  local  parish  (low  birth  weights, 
unemployment,  teen  pregnancy  etc.) 

—  Models  of  outreach  programs  currently  underway  in  Louisiana 
and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States. 

—  Child  Advocacy  Guides  for  churches  and  church-related 
organizations. 

—  Voting  Records  of  local  state  and  national  legislators  re:  poverty 
related  issues. 

—  Referrals  to  state  and  national  groups  working  to  educate  about 
and  advocate  for  poor  families. 

STAFF  CONSULTATION  FOR: 

—  Community  and  congregational  needs  and  resource  assessment. 

—  Models  of  successful  programs 

—  Program  development  and  evaluation 

—  Assistance  with  grant  writing  and  funding 

—  Education  on  issues  of  poverty 

—  Training  for  volunteers,  child  advocates  and  church  staff  in 
areas  of  outreach  and  mission. 


Louisiana  CrossLines,  the  Baton  Rouge  YWCA  and  Istrouma  Metro¬ 
politan  Methodist  Mission  Center  sponsor  a  summer  camp  for 
neighborhood  children.  (With  a  grant  from  the  Baton  Rouge  Chil¬ 
dren's  Coalition). 


Louisiana  Interfaith  Impact 
Legislative  Seminar 
Wednesday,  May  6, 1992 
St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
308  North  4th  Street 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 

AGENDA 

*  8:00  Registration  and  Coffee 

*  Introduction  to  Legislation  and  the  Faith  Community:  The  Role  of 

IMPACT 

*  Overview  of  the  Issues  —  The  Health  Care  Crisis 

*  Panelists: 

Marcus  Carson  —  Louisiana  Health  Care  Coalition 

Sandra  Adams  —  Louisiana  Coalition  for  Maternal  and  Infant 

Health 

Marsha  Broussard  —  Louisiana  Primary  Care  Association 

*  Lobbying  Skills  Seminar  —  Part  1 

*  Lunch  —  Keynote  Speaker  —  Dr.  Larry  Hebert,  State 

Department  of  Public  Health 

*  Lobbying  Skills  —  Part  II  —  Walk  to  capitol  and  meet  with 

legislators. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

LOUISIANA  IMPACT  —  LEGISLATIVE  SEMINAR 

j  NAME:  -  PHONE - 

j  ADDRESS  - 

j  CITY  -  ZIP - 

Please  enclose  registration  fee  of  $6.00  (covers  cost  of  lunch). 

|  Checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Interfaith  IMPACT,  3175  Scenic 
|  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808-6372.  For  further  informa- 
Ltjpn_pl_ease_call_(504)  355-9472. _ | 
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Reflections 
Upon  A 
Prison  Visit 

Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  have  covenanted  to  visit 
prisons  and  jails  in  their  areas. 

Last  week,  I  had  the  privilege  of  spending  the  day  at  Dixon  Correc¬ 
tional  Institute  with  Warden  Burl  Cain.  Chaplain  Bertrand  Griffin  had 
assisted  in  preparations  for  my  visit  but  was  unable  to  be  there  because 
of  his  father’s  death.  I  am  indebted  to  Larry  Robertson  for  coordinating 
the  visit. 

The  United  States  prison  population  has  doubled  to  1.2  million  per¬ 
sons  since  1980.  We  have  the  highest  incarceration  rate  in  the  world 
and  it  jumped  6.8  percent  last  year  to  455  per  100,000  population.  The 
next  worst  rate  is  South  Africa  at  311. 

Rising  crime  rate,  prison  overcrowding,  breakdown  of  families,  drug 
usage,  inadequate  education  funding,  lack  of  legislative  response  and 
the  churches  not  fulfilling  traditional  roles  in  prison  ministry  all  swirl 
around  in  my  heart  and  mind  as  I  try  to  make  sense  of  my  visit. 

The  words  of  Jesus  keep  haunting  me  —  I  was  in  prison  and  you  did 
not  visit  me!  />. 

UXfiJL*»0l  O-e^ 


Laywomen  and  Clergy 
Eligible  for  First  Annual 
Sojourner  Truth  Award 


Nominations  for  the  first  annual 
Sojourner  Truth  Award  are  being  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Louisiana  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

“The  award  is  being  established 
to  recognize  a  woman  within  our 
conference  who  has  made  contribu¬ 
tions  as  a  caring  Christian  to  her 
congregation  and  community, 
much  as  in  the  spirit  of  Sojourner 
Truth,  breaking  down  barriers  for 
human  rights,”  Barbara  Duke  said. 

Duke  is  chairperson  of  the  Con¬ 


ference  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women.  She  men- 
both  laywomen  and  fe¬ 
male  clergy  are  eligible  for  the 
award.  The  recipient  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  at  Annual  Conference. 

Nominations  are  due  April  30. 
To  nominate  a  person  for  the  award 
send  her  qualifications,  name,  ad¬ 
dress  and  phone  number  to:  So¬ 
journer  Truth  Award,  c/o  Barbara 
Duke,  P.O.  Box  242,  Kentwood, 
LA.,  70444.  Deadline  for  submit¬ 
ting  nominations  is  April  30. 


Deaths 


The  Rev.  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr., 
pastor,  Camphor  Memorial  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  died  April  2.  Dr.  Jack- 
son  was  former  superintendent  of 
the  Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette  dis¬ 
tricts.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Charlie  Mae  Jackson  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Spencer  Taylor, 

retired  clergy,  died  March  27.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Evelyn  B.  Tay¬ 
lor  of  New  Orleans. 

Susie  J.  Daniels,  died  March  1 8. 
She  was  the  surviving  spouse  of  the 


Rev.  Hubbard  Daniels  and  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  son  and  two  daughters  in 
Kansas  City,  MO. 

The  Rev.  Henry  W.  Dorsey,  re¬ 
tired  clergy,  died  Feb.  29. 

The  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke,  re¬ 
tired  clergy,  died  Feb.  19.  Dr. 
Cooke  was  formerly  Conference 
treasurer  and  executive  secretary  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Pensions. 
He  also  had  been  vice  president  of 
Centenary  College  and  at  one  time 
was  superintendent  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District. 


May  Conference  Calendar 

May  1992 

1  Methodist  Children’s  Homes  Workshop 

3  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

4- 7  "Springtime  on  the  Mountain”  Jurisdictional  Retiree 

Event,  Mount  Sequoyah 

5- 15  General  Conference,  Louisville,  KY 

10  Children’s  Homes  Offering 

14  Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission  Center  Open 

House,  Baton  Rouge,  9:30  to  1 1 :30  a.m. 

17  Ruston  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  First  UMC,  Ar¬ 

cadia,  3  p.m. 

17  New  Orleans  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  First 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  4  p.m. 

18  Acadiana  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  First  UMC, 
Franklin,  7  p.m. 

18  Alexandria  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  First  UMC, 

Alexandria,  7  p.m. 

20- 2 1  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

21- 24  Fourth  Annual  Student  Forum  of  The  United  Methodist 

Church,  University  of  Tulsa 

23  North  Shore  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  St.  Timo- 
thy-on-the-North  Shore,  Mandeville,  10  a.m.  to  noon 

24  Lake  Charles  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  Warren 
UMC,  Lake  Charles,  3  p.m. 

24  Monroe  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  Rayville 

Church,  3:30  p.m. 

24  Baton  Rouge  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  Broad¬ 

moor  UMC,  4  p.m. 

27  Shreveport  District  Pre-Conference  Training,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Shreveport,  7  p.m. 

30  United  Methodist  Men’s  State  One-Day  CMA  Retreat, 
Ruston 

3 1  Cabinet  Meeting,  Shreveport 


Discussing  the  current  legislative  session  are  the  Rev.  Lael  (ones, 
LEFT,  pastor  of  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles;  Rep.  Randall  E. 
Roach  of  Lake  Charles,  CENTER,  (Dem.,  Dist.  36)  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  legislator,  and  Bishop  William  Oden.  They  were  at  the  recent 
“Methodist  Morning"  event  arranged  by  the  Conference  Legislative 
Liaison  Committee. 


In  New  Orleans 


Interfaith  Group  Creates 
Religious  Resource  Center 


An  interfaith  group  including 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  established  a  Religious 
Ecumenical  Resource  Center  that 
opened  recently  at  4227  Bienville, 
New  Orleans.  Space  was  provided 
by  REACH,  Religious  Ecumenical 
Access  Channel.  A  major  grant  was 
given  by  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church  fhrthe  center’s  furnishings. 

Leadership  for  the  project  came 
from  the  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.A.,  United  Methodist  Church, 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Episcopal  Church.  Interest  in  join¬ 
ing  the  center  has  been  shown  by 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
Jewish  synagogues,  Jan  Carr, 
REACH  representative,  said. 

For  a  nominal  membership  fee, 
local  congregations  will  have  the 


opportunity  to  browse  through  and 
borrow  quality  educational  and 
spiritual  materials  produced  by  ma¬ 
jor  religious  publishing  houses  and 
media  services,  she  added.  Volun¬ 
teers  from  various  religious  groups 
including  RSVP  members,  a  senior 
citizens  group  sponsored  by  the 
Council  on  Aging,  operate  the  cen¬ 
ter  on  a  rotating  basis. 

Hours  are  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  Mon¬ 
day  through  Thursday. 

Workshops  also  will  be  held  peri¬ 
odically  at  the  center.  Kerygma  Bi¬ 
ble  study  is  planned  for  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  (with  a  lunch  break)  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  14.  Frank  Bates,  head  of 
the  Kerygma  in  Pittsburgh,  will  lead 
the  study. 


For  information  about  fees  call 
REACH,  (504)  486-0009. 


Pictured  are  members  of  an  interfaith  group  that  created  a  Reli¬ 
gious  Ecumenical  Resource  Center,  which  opened  recently  at  4227 
Bienville,  New  Orleans.  FROM  LEFT,  FRONT  ROW,  are  Jan  Carr, 
Betty  Redman;  Sarah  Kreutziger,  a  United  Methodist,  and  Ann  Ball. 
On  the  back  row  are  Father  William  Gaines,  Adele  B.  Kessel  and 
Kerry  Townson,  a  United  Methodist  and  REACH  employee. 


Reservations  Due 

Four  Bishops  and  Spouses  Will 
Attend  Traditional  Louisiana 
Breakfast  in  Louisville  May  1 1 


Persons  from  Louisiana  who  at¬ 
tend  the  General  Conference  in 
Louisville  will  gather  for  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Louisiana  breakfast. 

Louisiana  Area  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
William  Oden  will  attend  and 
guests  will  be  the  bishops  and 
spouses  who  have  come  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  They  are 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.T.  Handy  of 
Chesterfield,  MO.,  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Woodrow  Hearn  of  Lincoln,  NE„ 
and  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ben  Oliphint 
of  Houston. 

The  breakfast  will  be  held  Mon¬ 
day,  May  1 1 ,  at  7  a.m  in  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Room  of  Galt  House  East. 

Reservations  are  requested  by 


April  30.  The  cost  is  $10  per  per¬ 
son.  Send  a  check  payable  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  (with 
General  Conference  Breakfast  indi¬ 
cated  on  the  memo)  to:  The  Rev. 
James  M.  Poole,  901  South  Vienna, 
Ruston,  LA.,  71270,  or  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA.,  70802-5720. 


Moving  Day  1992 

Moving  day  for  ministers  this  year 
will  be  Tuesday,  June  9.  The  date  listed 
in  ihe  Conference  Journal  is  incorrect. 
Local  churches  and  ministers  who  are 
expecting  a  change  in  appointment 
should  make  their  plans  accordingly. 


PHOTO  COLTOM  IACKSON 

Lt.  Gov.  Melinda  Schwegmann  (left)  is  greeted  by  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
William  Oden  at  Methodist  Morning,  the  Bishop's  Reception  held  in 
the  state  capitol  on  the  opening  day  of  the  current  legislative  ses¬ 
sion.  She  and  72  legislators  plus  clergy  and  laypersons  from  around 
the  state  attended  the  event. 


Observe  Heritage  Sunday 
To  Remember  the  Church's  Past 
And  Commit  to  God's  Call 


Heritage  Sunday,  scheduled  for 
April  26,  calls  the  church  to  remem¬ 
ber  the  past  by  committing  itself  to 
God’s  continuing  call.  Theme  for 
this  year  is  “Celebrating  Our  Heri¬ 
tage  of  Holiness.” 

The  church’s  heritage  dates  back 
to  John  Wesley.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  created  on  April, 
1968,  by  the  union  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Heritage  Sunday  always  falls  dur¬ 
ing  Eastertide,  the  season  in  which 
we  remember  the  resurrection  and 
triumph  of  Christ. 

There  are  many  ways  to  observe 
Heritage  Sunday. 

First  UMC  of  Amite  where  the 
Rev.  Ken  Irby  is  pastor,  will  cele¬ 
brate  Heritage  Sunday  by  remem¬ 
bering  the  history  of  the 
congregation  and  former  members 
and  pastors  with  a  homecoming. 


Dr.  John  M.  Lee,  who  was  pastor 
of  the  church  from  1973-1980  and 
who  is  now  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Monroe,  will  preach  at  the  10:55 
a.m.  worship  service  in  the  Amite 
church. 

Following  the  service  there  will 
be  a  dinner  on  the  grounds. 

Another  way  to  observe  the  day  is 
to  launch  an  oral  or  written  history 
project  as  suggested  by  the  sponsor¬ 
ing  General  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History.  Recording  the 
history  of  the  church  is  a  way  to  re¬ 
member  and  to  leant  about  the 
past. 

Congregations  may  plan  an  ex¬ 
hibit  of  photographs  for  any  week 
on  the  theme  “A  Year  in  the  Life  of 
Our  Church”  or  a  display  of  memo¬ 
rabilia.  Some  churches  give  a  Heri¬ 
tage  Award  to  a  person  who  has 
made  an  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  life  of  the  church  over  the 
years. 


Race,  Religion  Seminar 
To  Focus  On  The  Family 


“The  Effects  of  Racism  on  the 
Family,”  will  be  the  theme  for  a 
seminar  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race. 

The  seminar  will  be  held  Satur¬ 
day,  May  2,  from  8  a.m.  to  noon  in 
Metairie  UMC,  3741  Pontiac  St., 
Metairie. 

Persons  attending  will  receive 
clinical  insights  into  the  impact  of 
racism  on  family  roles  and  develop¬ 
ment,  the  Rev.  McKinley  Franklin, 
said.  He  is  chairperson  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

The  seminar  also  will  include  in¬ 
put  from  the  United  Methodist 


Women  of  New  Orleans  District, 
represented  by  Loin  Foil,  president. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Braniff,  licensed  professional 
counselor.  An  adjunct  faculty  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  University  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  he  is  in  private  practice  in  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  area.  He 
holds  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  clinical 
social  work. 

Other  speakers  will  include  Cal¬ 
vin  Bodden,  former  administrator 
of  River  Region  Hospital  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  Gillespie,  licensed 
professional  counselor  and  certified 
marital  and  family  therapist.  A 
member  of  the  Conference  commis¬ 
sion,  Gillespie  planned  the  seminar. 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1992 


Should  Global  Ministries 
Be  Moved  From  New  York  City? 


Editor’s  Note:  This  is  the  sixth  in 
a  series  of  articles  on  issues  to  be 
voted  on  at  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Hubert  Blanchard  of  Sulphur, 
Conference  representative  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  lay  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference  wrote  this  commentary. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  move  is  the  subject  of 
many  heated  debates.  Should  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
move  to  another  site  because  of  the 
high  cost  of  maintaining  offices  in 
New  York  City?  Or  should  they  re¬ 
main  as  a  presence  in  the  city  where 
they  are  near  other  denominational 
mission  boards. 

To  move  or  not  to  move,  this  is 
the  subject  that  has  been  studied  by 
two  task  forces.  One  was  appointed 
by  the  General  Board  and  one  was 
appointed  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

One  task  force  says  "move”  and 
the  other  says  “don’t  move.”  There 
are  some  sound  points  on  both 
sides. 

The  main  point  of  discussion  is 

Position  Available 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  accepting  applications  for 
the  position  of  business  manager/ 
bookkeeper.  Applicant  must  be 
computer  literate  with  bookkeeping 
and/or  accounting  experience.  Sala¬ 
ry  will  be  commensurate  with  expe- 
rience.  Send  resume  to:  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans, 
Attention:  Business  Office,  P.  O. 
Box  15109,  Station  B,  New  Orleans, 
LA.,  70175. 


the  cost  of  the  move.  One  side  said 
it  will  cost  about  $9  million  and  the 
other  side  said  it 
will  cost  approxi¬ 
mately  $14.5 
million. 

Since  most  of 
them  live  in  and 
around  the  city. 

The  General 
Board  directors 
are  not  all  in 
agreement. 

I  encourage 
the  entire  church  to  study  the  pros 
and  cons  of  the  proposal.  There  are 
many  aspects  are  to  be  considered 
such  as  cost,  more  accessible  loca¬ 
tion,  effectiveness  and  size  of  the 
Mission  Board  and  staff  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  our  church  in  mission. 

I  Conference  News  | 

United  Methodist  related  Dillard 
University  will  benefit  from  a  Lily 
Endowment  Inc.  grant  to  historical¬ 
ly  black  colleges  and  universities. 
To  be  donated  to  Dillard  is  a  75- 
volume  set  of  The  Library  of  Amer- 
ica,  a  collection  of  American 
literature  and  history. 

The  books  will  augment  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  holdings  in  humanities. 

United  Methodist  Women  of 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  in¬ 
vites  ministers,  UMW  members 
and  others  to  hear  the  Rev.  Debbie 
Drash  speak  about  infants  and  chil¬ 
dren  infected  with  AIDS.  The  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  at  the  church, 
10328  Jefferson,  Saturday,  May  2, 
at  9:15  a.m.  Those  attending  will 
take  items  for  infants. 


/  \>  J  ' 
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Editorial 


Putting  media  to  work  for  God's  message 


Heard  any  Amy  Grant  or  An 
drae  Crouch  songs  in  your 
church  lately?  What  about  Whit¬ 
ney  Houston,  Barbara  Mandrell 
or  Eric  Clapton? 

If  these  contemporary  artists 
seem  too  outlandish  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  for  your  worship  service,  lis¬ 
ten  to  what  the  Rev.  Tex  Sample 
and  the  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet, 
United  Methodist  experts  in 
church  and  culture,  said  recently 
to  a  clergy  seminar. 

Dr.  Sample:  “When  we  deny 
our  people  folk  wisdom  and  folk 
culture,  we're  basically  cutting 
our  throats.” 

Dr.  Sweet:  “People  under  30 
need  music  and  I  don't  mean  the 
music  of  Bach  and  Beethoven. 
Using  music  ...  to  reach  this  cul¬ 
ture  for  Christ — it’s  a  necessity.” 

We  think  there’s  an  important 
lesson — and  an  important  cau¬ 
tion — in  what  Dr.  Sample,  a  pro¬ 
fessor  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  and  Dr.  Sweet,  president 
of  United  Theological  Seminary, 
are  saying  to  us  as  Christians. 

As  one  seminar  participant 
summarized.  Dr.  Sample  and  Dr. 
Sweet  remind  us  that  all  God’s 
sheep  need  to  be  fed  through 
worship,  but  not  all  of  them  are 
nourished  by  the  same  liturgical 
“grass." 

While  Dr.  Sample  and  Dr.  Sweet 


refer  specifically  to  our  media-satu¬ 
rated  age,  we  need  only  look  to  Je¬ 
sus’  ministry  to  understand  the 
truth  of  what  they’re  saying. 

Jesus  taught  by  telling  stories 
that  used  images  common  to  the 
culture  of  his  day:  the  good  shep¬ 
herd  tending  his  sheep,  the  woman 
who  swept  her  house  searching  for 
a  lost  coin,  the  father  welcoming 
back  his  prodigal  son — in  other 
words,  the  kinds  of  common  folk 
that  the  musicians  of  his  day  might 
have  celebrated  in  song. 

Jesus’  stories  were  genuinely 
sacramental — that  is,  their  imag¬ 
ery  pointed  beyond  themselves 
to  the  reality  of  God’s  love. 

Not  many  people  today  can  eas¬ 
ily  visualize  the  care  a  shepherd 
must  give  his  sheep.  But  they 
can — and  do — see  God’s  grace  in 
much  of  what  we  in  church  con¬ 
sider  to  be  secular  media. 

Now  here’s  where  the  caution 
comes:  Just  as  in  Jesus’  day,  not 
all  cultural  images  bear  evidence 
of  the  divine.  We  must  take  care 
as  we  select  contemporary  imagery 
to  be  sure  that  the  images  we  use, 
from  whatever  media,  draw  wor¬ 
shipers  not  to  themselves,  or  to 
some  base  instinct,  but  to  God. 

Making  that  discernment, 
however,  should  be  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  the  entire  community  of 


The  works  of  contemporary  artists  such  as  Grammy  winner 
Andrae  Crouch  often  express  God's  grace  in  ways  that  make 
them  worthy  of  being  considered  for  use  in  Christian  worship. 

faith  rather  than  solely  that  of 
the  pastor,  music  director  and/or 


worship  chair. 

A  common  struggle  for  mean¬ 
ingful  worship  would  mutually 
educate  Iaypeople,  pastors,  lay 
worship  leaders  and  church  pro¬ 
fessionals  in  how  best  to  convey 


God's  grace  to  their  congrega¬ 
tions  through  contemporary  ex¬ 
pressions. 

Your  congregation  can  start  by 
asking:  How  can  we  create  au¬ 
thentic  contemporary  worship  in 
ways  that  reflect  our  own  experi¬ 
ence  of  God? 


What  others  are  saying: 


Here  I  Stand=== 

We  should  consider 
ministry  plan  carefully 


“The  admonition  is  to  be  still  and 
take  cognizance  of  God.  Stop,  relax, 
be  quiet,  cease  that  perpetual  fidget¬ 
ing,  cool  it!  And  know  God.” 

— Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  Illinois 
Area. 

*  *  * 

“We  dedicated  our  business  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  yet  the  business  didn’t 
take  off  like  a  Patriot  missile,  as  we 


had  hoped.  At  first  1  asked  God  how 
He  could  let  a  business  dedicated  to 
him  flop  around  like  a  fish  out  of  wa¬ 
ter  .. .  But  we  kept  on  praying,  and 
working  hard,  too.  Through  faith,  we 
saw  the  business  slowly  begin  to  grow 
and  stabilize.  Now  we’ve  reached  the 
point  that  even  though  we  want  the 
business  to  succeed,  we’ve  placed  its 
success  or  failure  in  the  Lord’s  hands 


. . .  And  our  faith  allows  us  to  accept 
the  consequences." 

— United  Methodist  layman  Ray 
Hunter,  Downingtown,  Pa. 

*  *  * 

“Why  do  we  proclaim  honor  and 
obedience  to  God,  and  not  do  what 
we  are  supposed  to  do  [as  Chris¬ 
tians]?  How  can  we  lament  cross 
burnings  [before  the  homes]  of  inter¬ 


racial  couples,  when  many  of  our 
United  Methodist  pastors  won’t  mar¬ 
ry  an  interracial  couple?  . . .  Unless 
people  have  a  personal  conversion, 
racial  prejudice  won’t  stop.  It  won’t 
stop  unless  we  are  a  headlight  instead 
of  a  tail  light,  dragging  up  the  rear.” 
— Barbara  R.  Thompson,  general 
secretary.  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race 


By  BRUCE  P.  BLAKE 

We  five  bishops  who  have  served 
on  the  Commission  to  Study  the 
Ministry  want  to  re-emphasize  our 
support  for  the  commission’s  report 
which  will  be  considered  next  month 
at  the  1992  General  Conference.  We 
represent  only  our  own  views. 

At  the  same  time,  we  wish  to  clar¬ 
ify  for  leaders  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  the  understandings 
which  motivated  the  ministry  study 
proposal. 

We  on  the  ministry  study  commis¬ 
sion  developed  our  recommendations 
for  United  Methodist  ministry  amid  a 
creative  tension  between  our  historic 
precedent  and  our  future  mission. 

Our  work  has  been  substantially 
shaped  by  responses  received  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  ways  from  bishops,  cabinets, 
conference  Boards  of  Ordained  and 
Diaconal  Ministries,  conferences’ 
boards  of  laity  and  local  congrega¬ 
tions. 

Their  responses  have  reinforced 
our  understanding  that  historically 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
its  predecessor  denominations  have 
been  functional  in  their  approach  to 
ministry.  Our  historic  use  of  lay 
preachers,  for  instance,  is  but  one  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  functional  approach. 

We  believe  that  the  ministry 
study  proposal  keeps  faith  with  our 
historic  approach  by  establishing 
three  distinct,  yet  complementary, 
kinds  of  ministry: 

/  the  preaching,  sacramental  and 
ordering  functions  of  the  ordained 
clergy; 

/  the  service  function  of  the  con¬ 
secrated  lay  deacon;  and 

■f  the  administrative  function  of 
the  episcopal  leaders. 

At  the  same  time,  we  see  our  pro¬ 
posed  adaptations  of  these  forms  of 
ministry — such  as  the  proposal  for 


"Here  I  Stand"  is 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Bishop  Bruce  P. 

Blake  is  episcopal 
leader  of  the  Dallas 
Area  and  vice  chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  to  Study  the  Ministry. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 

one-step  ordination — as  responses 
to  the  developing  needs  of  the  21st 
Century.  We  believe  the  proposed 
adaptations  will  give  our  church 
greater  flexibility  for  accomplishing 
its  mission. 

Overall,  the  ministry  study  report 
has  been  shaped  by  our  belief  that 
equipping  God’s  people  to  serve  God 
in  the  world  is  crucial.  To  accomplish 
that  goal,  our  proposal  seeks  to  order 
United  Methodist  ministry  in  ways 
that  reflect  our  understanding  of  such 
servant  leadership. 

We  believe  that  the  proposed  or¬ 
dering  of  ministry  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  one  informed 
by  history  but  shaped  by  our  dis¬ 
cernment  of  God’s  mission  for  our 
church  at  this  time. 

Therefore,  we  urge  delegates  to 
General  Conference  to  consider  the 
ministry  study  report  carefully  be¬ 
fore  taking  action. 

[Bishop  Blake's  comments  also  rep¬ 
resent  the  views  of  Bishop  Joseph  B. 
Bethea  (South  Carolina  Area),  Bishop 
Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Philippines  Area), 
Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
and  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area),  all  of  whom  serve  on  the 
Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry.] 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


I'm  dismayed  by  the  bias  you  showed  on  the  ministry  study 

T  u;Onf  t  is  avnrarr  tv,  ,  .  tv*  .  v  t  •  .  ■  rv  . ,  «  A  * 


I  want  to  express  my  dismay  at 
Stephen  L.  Swecker’s  article  on  the 
work  of  the  Commission  to  Study 
the  Ministry  (see  UMR.  April  3). 

Its  strong  bias  in  opposition  to 
the  report  is  not  helpful  to  the  read¬ 
er  and  may,  indeed,  prejudice  the 
reader  from  considering  it  seriously. 

As  a  member  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns,  1  know  that 
our  primary  response  was  an  affirma¬ 
tion  of  the  elimination  of  ordination 
to  deacon’s  orders  as  a  requirement 
for  ordination  as  an  elder  (sometimes 
called  “the  two-step  ordination”  or 
“transitional  deacon"). 

The  commission  wanted,  howev¬ 
er,  in  an  early  stage  of  the  ministry 
study  for  that  report  to  go  even  far¬ 
ther  by  recommending  that  the  new 
deacon  be  ordained  rather  than 
consecrated.  You  have  turned  our 
strong  support  for  a  single-step  or¬ 
dination  to  elder  into  opposition. 

As  a  member,  as  well,  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  to  Study  the  Ministry,  I  am 
also  aware  that  the  Division  of  Diac¬ 
onal  Ministry  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  supports 
the  commission’s  report  and  feels  it 
would  clarify  and  enhance  the  status 
and  work  of  present  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters.  When  they  questioned  “specif¬ 
ics"  of  the  report  it  was,  again, 
because  the  commission  did  not  go 
far  enough.  You  have  highlighted 
only  the  opposition  of  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Further,  by  using  the  term  “centu- 
nes-old  tradition”  and  referring  to 
“ancient  Anglican  and  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  traditions"  you  totally  omit  their 
understanding  of  the  permanent  dea¬ 
con,  which  is  what  the  ministry  study 
commission  is  recommending.  You 
also  seem  unaware  that  the  Evangeli¬ 


cal  United  Brethren,  a  predecessor 
denomination  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  never  claimed  the  two- 
step  ordination. 

What  I  really  regret  is  opposition 
to  the  work  of  the  Commission  to 
Study  the  Ministry  without  people 
thinking  through  what  is  really  be¬ 
ing  recommended. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
desperately  needs  an  order  of  perma¬ 
nent  deacons  to  link  our  worship  life 
to  the  world  of  work  and  service.  The 
single  ordination  to  elder  and  the  or¬ 
der  of  permanent  deacon,  as  recom¬ 
mended,  are  critical  first  steps  to 
move  The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  that  essential  direction. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  this  and  raise  up  this  significant 
opportunity  for  us  to  take  in  1 992. 

Ridgway  F.  Shinn,  Jr. 

Johnston,  Rhode  Island 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  See  related 
“Here  I  Stand”  column  elsew  here  on 
this  page. 

New  songs  in  heaven 

Re:  The  death  of  Natalie  Sleeth 
(see  UMR,  March  21). 

My  husband,  Gerald  O.,  and  I 
were  friends  of  the  Sleeths  dating 
back  to  the  time  when  my  husband 
and  Ronald  Sleeth  taught  at  Garrett 
Theological  Seminary  (now  Garrett- 
Evangelical)  in  Evanston,  Ill.  Nat¬ 
alie  practiced  on  the  organ  in  Howe 
Chapel. 

During  all  of  our  friendship  Nat¬ 
alie  wrote  songs  for  children  using 
her  own  poems.  Ron  kept  urging 
her  to  find  a  publisher.  Finally,  she 
did,  and  children’s  choirs  every¬ 
where  used  them. 

Heaven  now  has  a  new  writer  of 
little  angel  songs.  When  they  sing, 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I  TRY  TO  CONVINCE  M.Y 
MEMBERS.  THAT  CHURCH. 
IS  A  HOSPITAL  FOR 
SINNERS,  NOT  A 
MUSEUM  FOR 
SAINTS.  mxvxxt 


Ron  and  many  of  our  loved  ones 
will  echo,  “Hallelujah!  Amen!” 

Evelyn  B.  McCulloh 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

Count  me  in 

Regarding  the  Memphis  Declara¬ 
tion  (see  UMR,  March  20),  the  only 
thing  I  would  like  to  see  added  to 
the  letter  is  that  it  is  supported  by  at 
least  118  United  Methodists  in¬ 
stead  of  the  1 1 7  indicated.  In  other 
words,  “count  me  in.” 

I  was  particularly  encouraged  to 
see  this  letter  when  I  did  because  on 
the  previous  Tuesday  night  I  had  re¬ 
signed  as  lay  leader  of  a  United 
Methodist  congregation  with  a 
membership  of  some  1,000.  As  I 
leave  that  congregation  to  find  a 
place  where  my  family’s  needs  can 
be  better  met,  I  will  be  searching  for 
a  church  much  like  that  one  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Memphis  Declara¬ 
tion.  Regrettably,  in  my  area,  this 
will  probably  not  be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church. 

My  prayers  for  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  not  cease,  and  I 
will  continue  to  support  a  return  to 


UNFORTUNATELY,  MOST  OF  THE" 
TIME  THEY  THINK  OF  tT  AS  ( 
A  HOTEL  FOR  THE  SLEEPY  • 
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our  Wesleyan  traditions  which  at¬ 
tracted  so  many  of  us  to  the  church 
in  the  first  place. 

Ted  Shown 

Mission  Viejo,  California 

They're  unaware 

The  Memphis  Declaration  support¬ 
ers  represent  a  very  sincere,  but  sur¬ 
prisingly  unaware  group  (see  UMR, 
March  20). 

Their  language  and  doctrinal  de¬ 
mands  resemble  more  closely  than 
any  of  them  would  admit  the  Phari¬ 
see  style  of  the  New  Testament. 
Pharisees  wanted  a  very  specific  way 
required  to  God — right  language  and 
right  respect  for  God’s  law.  Jesus 
proclaimed  God’s  grace  to  all.  Phari¬ 
sees  were  angered  because  Jesus  by¬ 
passed  their  formula.  The  Memphis 
group  is  a  1992  version. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  from  me;  for  I  am  gentle  and 
humble  in  heart,  and  you  will  find 
rest  for  your  souls.”  (NRSV) 


Book 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:27) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  27 

Monday:  Psalms  2: 1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  2:7-12 
Wednesday:  Acts  5:27-28 
Thursday:  Acts  5:29-32 
Friday:  John  20:19-23 
Saturday:  John  20:24-31 
Sunday:  Revelation  1:4-8 


They  resemble  the  parable  of  the 
prodigal  son  in  Luke  15,  wherein  the 
elder  brother  resented  his  father  gra¬ 
ciously  receiving  back  his  wastrel 
brother.  The  elder  brother  would 
have  made  some  conditions,  but  the 
father  merely  rejoiced  that  the  son 
had  returned. 

So  it  is  with  God’s  mercy  in  our 
day.  Let  us  pray  for  the  Memphis 
group  that  they  may  receive  a  wider 
view  of  God’s  mercy  and  grace. 

Robert  W.  Schumm 
St.  Charles,  Illinois 

It's  global,  folks 

Hey,  it’s  neat  to  live  in  the  Big 
Apple  (see  UMR,  April  3)  but  those 
elite  New  York  United  Methodists 
need  to  remember  that  it  is  the 


General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  not  the  Board  of  New  York 
Ministries. 

Paul  R.  Woudenberg 
Pebble  Beach,  California 

Teach  safety,  too 

In  regards  to  “Teacher  brings 
Sunday  school  to  ‘her  kids’  ’’  (see 
UMR,  April  10),  I  just  hope  that 
Susan  Butler  teaches  her  kids  to 
protect  themselves,  too. 

It’s  okay  to  show  love  in  a  hug, 
but  for  heaven’s  sake,  teach  them 
also  to  be  wary  of  inappropriate 
touching.  Kids  are  so  vulnerable,  so 
trusting,  and  so  in  need  of  approval 
and  acceptance  that  unfortunately 
they  are  also  easy  victims  of  child 
abuse. 

Please  teach  them  that  it’s  okay 
to  say,  “No!”  and  “Stop!”  and 
they’ll  be  a  lot  better  off. 

Mrs.  C.  Havard 
Houston,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Chapter  Verse 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodiet  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6496  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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watch 


CHURCH  HAS  TAX  PROTEST:  Wor¬ 
shipers  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  took  part  in  an  unusual 
offering  April  15.  Money  they  put  into  the  col¬ 
lection  plate  matched  the  sum  they  had  with¬ 
held  from  their  federal  income  taxes  this  year  in 
a  protest  against  military  spending.  The  money 
will  be  donated  to  a  local  education  project  to 
be  selected  by  the  protest  organizers.  The  Na¬ 
tional  War  Tax  Resistance  Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee,  based  in  Monroe,  Maine,  reports  that 
protests  like  this  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
were  linked  to  the  April  15  deadline  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  federal  income  taxes. 

COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENT:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and  the 
American  Red  Cross  have  put  into  force  an  up¬ 
dated  framework  for  continued  cooperation 
when  disasters  strike  in  the  nation.  Elizabeth 
Dole,  president  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  Bruce  Weaver,  interim  staff  executive  of 
UMCOR,  signed  the  “statement  of  understand¬ 
ing"  for  their  respective  agencies.  This  replaces 
an  agreement  in  effect  since  1977.  UMCOR’s 
role  will  include  training  in  long-term  care  for 
children  suffering  from  disasters.  Local 
churches  will  be  encouraged  to  provide  physical 
facilities  and  equipment  for  shelters,  feeding 
stations  and  emergency  distribution  centers. 

EXPENSIVE  MEETING:  How  much  will 
it  cost  to  hold  United  Methodism’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  meeting?  A  recent  report  from  Religious 
News  Service  said  the  1992  General  Conference 
will  cost  about  $T6,904  an  hour  or  $3.1  million 
for  the  11  days.  May  5-15.  As  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  highest  legislative  body,  the  quadrennial 
gathering  provides  framework  and  guidelines 
foi  the  work  of  37,000  congregations  and  13  na¬ 
tional  agencies. 

DENVER  CHOSEN:  After  months  of 

lobbying  by  as  many  as  six  American  cities, 
Denver  l?as  been  chosen  to  host  a  visit  by  Pope 
John  Paul  II  in  August  1993.  While  many  Den- 
ver-area  Roman  Catholics  were  jubilant,  one 
small  group  took  a  different  view.  The  group, 
calling  itself  the  "Matthew  10:26-27  Move¬ 
ment,”  sees  the  visit  as  a  time  to  renew  criti¬ 
cism  of  John  Paul’s  papacy  and  of  the 
leadership  style  of  Denver  Archbishop  J.  Fran¬ 
cis  Stafford  The  group  views  Stafford  and  the 
pope  as  overly  conservative  and  authoritarian. 


FACES  CHALLENGE:  The  president  of 

the  Lutheran  Church-Missouri  Synod  is  facing 
a  stronger  challenge  to  re-election  than  any¬ 
one  who  has  held  the  post  for  at  least  20  years. 
Delegates  to  the  synod’s  national  convention  in 
Pittsburgh  July  10-17  will  vote  on  whether  to 
return  the  president,  the  Rev.  Ralph  A.  Bohl- 
niann,  to  another  three-year  term  in  office.  But 
in  recent  balloting  by  congregations,  Mr.  Bohl- 
mann  got  fewer  nominations  than  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
vin  L.  Barry,  president  of  the  synod’s  Iowa 
District  East  and  the  leading  candidate  of  ultra- 
conservatives. 

WORK  CAMPERS  NEEDED:  Ameri¬ 
can  Christians  ages  18-30  are  invited  to  apply 
for  an  ecumenical  work  camp  Aug.  3-22  in  Ko- 
lochski,  Russia.  Twenty-five  participants  and 
two  leaders  will  join  young  adults  from  Russia 
in  reconstructing  church  buildings  in  Kolochski. 
Orientation  will  be  held  Aug.  3-4  at  Stony 
Point,  N.Y.  Cost,  $1,875,  covers  airfare,  ground 
transportation,  food  and  lodging.  Candidates 
must  be  endorsed  by  their  church,  denomina¬ 
tion  or  sponsoring  agency.  Contact  USA-RUS- 
SIA  Ecumenical  Work  Camps,  National 
Council  of  Churches,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  668,  New  York,  N.Y.  101 15-0050. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


TV  beams  Easter  miracle  from  Moscow 


Joined  across  a  "space  bridge"  created  by  the 
miracle  of  satellite  technology,  millions  of  people 
would  see  and  hear  John  Anthony's  pre-taped  a 
capella  solo,  including  a  verse  in  Russian,  and  the 
historic  Easter  worship  service  that  it  introduced. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

MOSCOW— Call  it  a  tale  of 
two  tombs  and  a  miracle! 

The  tale  began  on  Easter  eve  as 
I  watched  hundreds  waiting  in 
Moscow's  Red  Square  to  visit  the 
mausoleum  of  V.I.  Lenin. 

Inside  the  crypt  at  the  Kremlin 
wall  they  would  stare  at  the  life¬ 
less  prophet  of  a  lifeless  ideology 
that  for  74  years  tried  in  vain  to 
eradicate  faith  in  the  God  of  life. 

Minutes  later  I  walked  past  the 
glittering  green,  gold  and  red 
domes  of  St.  Basil's  Cathedral. 
There,  as  planned,  nearly  within 
earshot  of  Lenin’s  tomb,  I  heard 
the  rich  tones  of  Metropolitan  Op¬ 
era  baritone  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  John  Anthony. 

John  was  pre-recording  the 
opening  segment  of  a  television 
broadcast  that  on  Easter  would 
link  United  Methodists  worship¬ 
ing  in  Moscow  with  United 
Methodists  worshiping  in 
Shreveport,  La. 

Not  even  Red  Square’s  vastness 


nor  the  Kremlin’s  somber  brick 
walls  could  mute  John’s  powerful 
voice  and  the  life-affirming  mes¬ 
sage  it  boomed  from  Red  Square. 

“Were  you  there  when  they 
crucified  my  Lord?  . . .  Were  you 
there  when  they  laid  him  in  the 
tomb?  . . .  Were  you  there  when 
he  rose  up  from  the  grave?” 

And  so  went  the  ironic  tale  of 
two  tombs — one  occupied  yet 
empty,  another  empty  yet  filled 
with  the  mystery  of  life  itself.  I 
was  grateful  that  others,  both  in 
the  U.S.  and  Russia,  would  have 
a  chance  via  TV  to  glimpse  some 
of  the  tale  that  I'd  witnessed 
firsthand. 

The  broadcast,  which  was  to  be 


aired  on  Easter  by  the  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network 
(VISN),  was  sponsored  (for 
$75,000)  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications.  It 
was  the  first-ever  internationally 
televised  Protestant  Easter  ser¬ 
vice  originating  from  Russia. 

As  the  Easter  story  itself  testifies, 
however,  miracles  don’t  come  easi¬ 
ly.  This  miracle  was  no  exception. 

Week  of  unholy  headaches 

It  was  preceded  by  a  Holy  Week 
of  unholy  headaches  for  TV  pro¬ 
ducer  and  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  David  Stone  from 
Shreveport  and  others  who  coordi¬ 


nated  the  Moscow  end  of  the 
broadcast. 

None  of  us  could  be  certain  un¬ 
til  it  happened,  however,  that  the 
feat  would  actually  take  place. 

My  Russian  interpreter 
warned  me  that  “making  prob¬ 
lems  at  the  last  minute  is  a  Rus¬ 
sian  custom."  Incredible  chaos  in 
the  three  days  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  the  broadcast  proved  her 
to  be  prophetic. 

The  original  plan  called  for  the 
entire  service  and  not  merely 
John  Anthony's  solo  to  be  tele¬ 
vised  from  Red  Square. 

In  the  middle  of  Holy  Week,  the 
government  suddenly  withdrew 
permission  for  the  event.  A  Rus¬ 
sian  military  general,  a  friend  of 
David  Stone,  apparently  inter¬ 
vened  (no  one  is  sure  how  these 
things  happen).  Permission  was 
restored. 

Then  word  was  received  that 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  offi¬ 
cials  had  withdrawn  their  sup¬ 
port.  It  turns  out  that  the  church 
has  declared  Red  Square  a  “tem¬ 
ple,”  and  Orthodox  officials  were 


thought  to  be  wary  of  being  too 
closely  identified  with  a  Protes¬ 
tant  worship  service. 

Once  again,  a  contact  by  Da¬ 
vid  Stone  with  an  Orthodox  offi¬ 
cial  and  friend  saved  the  day — 
temporarily! 

Another  blow  to  the  dream  of  a 
Red  Square  event  came  when 
Russian  officials  who  were  pro¬ 
viding  equipment  for  the  satellite 
uplink  said,  in  effect,  “nyet.” 
They  were  fearful  that  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  would  provoke  vio¬ 
lence  by  reactionary  political 
demonstrators  in  Red  Square. 

'Move  the  service' 

By  Saturday,  an  exhausted  Da¬ 
vid  Stone  made  the  call:  "Move 
the  service,”  he  said,  explaining 
this  mostly  out  of  a  desire  to 
avoid  provoking  violence  by  the 
demonstrators. 

It  probably  was  a  good  call. 
Thousand  of  demonstrators 
showed  up  at  Red  Square  on  Eas¬ 
ter  Sunday  at  the  time  the  wor¬ 
shippers  would  have  been  there. 

The  worship  service  was  relo¬ 
cated  to  the  broadcast  building 
for  Russian  television  overlook¬ 
ing  a  park  and  the  spires  of  Op- 
tinskaye  Padvorje  Church. 

At  three  minutes  until  5  p.m. 
Moscow  time  (8  a.m.  CDT),  a  ju¬ 
bilant  David  Stone  turned  to  the 
200  or  so,  including  three  Rus¬ 
sian  choirs,  gathered  on  a  cold 
windy  day  at  the  Russian  broad¬ 
casting  station. 

"They  have  sound  and  video 
of  us  in  New  York!”  he  said. 

In  the  one  hour  of  back  and 
forth  worship  that  followed  with 
the  Shreveport  congregation — 
whose  service  could  be  heard  but 
not  seen  by  the  Moscow  worship¬ 
pers — the  satellite  beamed  to  the 
U.S.  images  of  the  Rev.  Dwight 
Ramsey,  pastor  of  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Shreveport;  the  Rev. 
Lydia  Istomina,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor’s  sister  congregation  in 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor  of  Germany. 

"This  worship  service  . .  .  dem¬ 
onstrates  to  the  world  our  desire 
to  stand  in  unity  despite  our  di¬ 
versity,”  Dr.  Ramsey  told  the 
electronically  linked  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Russians  and  Americans. 

The  tomb  was  still  empty, 
hearts  were  full  and  a  20th  centu¬ 
ry  Easter  miracle  made  history. 


SHREVEPORT,  La.— Television 
images  from  Moscow,  Russia, 
electrify  Easter  Sunday  worship 
at  Broadmoor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  A  giant-screen 
monitor  (right)  displays  an 
identifying  logo  while  the 
Broadmoor  congregation  sings. 
The  boys'  choir  (above)  of  Eka¬ 
terinburg  United  Methodist 
Church,  sister  congregation  of 
Broadmoor,  sings  before  lay 
pastor  Lydia  Istomina  (left) 
pronounces  a  benediction. 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 


Louisiana  worshiper:  'Only  Christ  can 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

SHREVEPORT,  La.— In 
Christ  there  was  no  east  or  west. 

At  7:15  a.m.  Easter  Sunday  the 
sanctuary  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  was  packed  to 
its  topmost  balconies  with  nearly 
400  worshipers  eagerly  awaiting 
a  modern-day  miracle — the  satel- 
lite  television  cablecast  that 
would  link  them  from  8  to  9  a.m. 
(CDT)  with  their  Russian  Chris¬ 
tian  sisters  and  brothers. 

At  7:45  a.m.  an  anxious  hush 
fell  over  the  animated  gathering 
after  the  Rev.  Dave  Fortuna, 
Broadmoor’s  associate  pastor, 


announced  that  the  audio  feed 
from  Moscow  had  been  lost.  He 
told  the  congregation  that  the 
Easter  worship  would  go  on, 
even  if  it  meant  that  they  could 
not  hear  the  Russian  side. 

At  8  a.m.  Broadmoor’s  wor¬ 
ship  began  with  an  invocation  by 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisi¬ 
ana  Area). 

No  one  was  quite  sure  what 
would  happen,  but,  fittingly,  on 
the  morning  when  Christians 
commemorate  the  greatest  of  all 
miracles,  the  miracle  of  satellite 
technology  was  restored. 

With  large-screen  and  stand¬ 
ard-size  TV  monitors  positioned 
strategically  throughout  the  sanc¬ 


tuary,  Broadmoor  worshippers 
saw  and  heard  what  they  most 
wanted  to  experience— United 
Methodist  worship  from  Mos¬ 
cow,  the  heart  of  what  so  recently 
had  been  an  atheist  state. 

Even  a  barrage  of  television  and 
print  reporters,  invited  by  the 
church  to  cover  the  event,  main¬ 
tained  an  uncharacteristic  respect 
during  the  worship  service. 

The  significance  of  what  was 
happening  left  many  worshipers’ 
faces  marked  with  tears.  Worship¬ 
ers  seemed  most  moved  by  the 
televised  image  of  the  boys’  choir 
of  Ekaterinburg  United  Methodist 
Church  singing  “He  Lives." 

More  than  a  few  noted  after 


unite  countries  like  this' 


worship  that  their  efforts  to  sup¬ 
port  the  fledgling  Russian  con¬ 
gregation  in  Ekatereinburg  had 
been  well  rewarded  by  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  the  choir  and  its  musi¬ 
cal  message  might  not  have  come 
into  being  without  Broadmoor's 
assistance. 

“It  was  amazing  to  see  that 
their  youths  look  so  much  like 
us,”  said  16-year-old  Scott  Her- 
bel.  “Just  so  short  a  time  ago  we 
thought  of  them  as  communists 
out  to  conquer  the  world,  and 
now  we  see  they're  not  that  dif¬ 
ferent  from  us." 

His  friend,  Kimberly  Davis,  17, 
agreed.  “Even  though  you  couldn't 
always  understand  what  they  were 


singing,  you  knew  they  were  say¬ 
ing  the  same  thing  as  you,  only  in 
a  little  different  way.” 

Melissa  Simon,  whose  family 
was  host  two  years  ago  to  a  Rus¬ 
sian  student,  said  the  service 
gave  her  “chills  and  tears.” 

“It  was  just  incredible,"  Mrs. 
Simon  said.  “It  was  just  like  see¬ 
ing  the  Berlin  Wall  crumble  right 
in  front  of  us.” 

Broadmoor  member  James 
Magee  summed  up  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  appreciation  of  its  special 
Easter  event. 

“You  can  have  politicans  get 
together  all  they  want,  but  only 
Christ  can  unite  countries  like 
this.” 


Veteran  editor  to  head  United  Methodist  Reporter 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

The  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson,  50, 
a  veteran  United  Methodist  book 
editor,  has  been  named  publisher  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

He  is  expected  to  begin  heading 
the  Dallas-based  organization 
around  July  I . 

He  fills  the  vacancy  created  last 
November  by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 


STUDY  TOUR 
TO  KOREA 

ON  KOREAN  CHRISTIAN  SPIRITUALITY 
September  14—21, 1992 
The  world’s  largest  Methodist  Church 
will  provide  seminars,  room  and  board,  tour 

COST:  ONLY  $1,199.00 

Side  tout— Tokyo,  Hawaii  or  California 
with  no  extra  air  fare 

For  Information:  Rev.  Bernle  Song 
5A  Blueberry  Rd„  Derry,  NH  03038 
(603)437-8757,  898-4176 

Endorsed  by  Boston  Area  Asian  Commission  and 
NH  Conference  Council  of  Ministries. 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  the  Re¬ 
porter's  longtime  editor  and  chief 
executive  officer. 

The  newspaper’s  top  manage¬ 
ment  title  has  been  changed  to  pub¬ 
lisher.  An  editor  will  be  selected 
after  Dr.  Patterson  comes  on  board. 

National  search  carried  out 

A  national  search  for  a  successor  to 
Dr.  Dunnam  produced  32  candidates. 
A  four-person  screening  committee 
narrowed  those  to  seven  who  were  in¬ 
terviewed  by  telephone,  then  to  four 
who  were  interviewed  in  person  by 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  Governing  Board. 

On  recommendation  by  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee,  Dr.  Patterson  was 
nominated  by  the  Governing  Board 
for  election  by  the  organization’s  le¬ 
gal  ownership  body,  the  19-member 
United  Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

A  majority  of  the  ownership  body 
voted  by  mail  ballot  in  favor  of  Dr. 
Patterson. 

Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  (Dallas 
Area),  communications  counil  chair¬ 
man,  said,  “I’m  excited  about  the 
choice  of  Ron  Patterson  as  publisher 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


It’s  obvious  to  all  who  were  involved 
in  the  selection  process  that  he  will 
build  on  the  Reporter’s  excellent  rec¬ 
ord  of  serving  the  denomination. 

“We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  per¬ 
son  of  his  background  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  to  lead  the  very  competent 
staff  in  the  years  to  come.” 

The  Rev.  C.  Wayne  Fesmire,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Broadway  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Paducah,  Ky„  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Reporter’s  Governing 
Board,  said,  “We're  delighted  to 
welcome  Ron  Patterson  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  staff.  He  has  the  talents  and 
abilities  to  continue  the  Reporter's 
high  standards  of  service  to  the 
church  and  to  lead  our  organization 
into  the  21st  century  with  excite¬ 
ment  and  enthusiasm.” 

Since  1977  Dr.  Patterson  has 
been  with  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
most  recently  as  senior  editor  for 
United  Methodist  resources  at  Ab¬ 
ingdon  Press. 

Edited  church's  Discipline 

He  was  editor  of  both  the 
church’s  1984  and  1988  Book  of 
Discipline  (also  known  as  the 
church’s  rules  and  policies)  and  will 


edit  its  successor  volume,  the  1992 
Book  of  Discipline.  The  latter  will 
be  compiled  following  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  1992  General  Conference 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

In  addition  to  editing  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  Dr.  Patterson  also  edited 
the  Book  of  Resolutions  in  1984  and 
1988  and  will  do  so  again  this  year. 

He  was  on  the  24-member  com¬ 
mittee  whose  work  during  1985-88 
resulted  in  the  denomination’s  first 
new  hymnal  in  24  years. 

Dr.  Patterson,  an  ordained  clergy 
member  of  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference,  issued  this  statement 
following  his  election. 

“For  the  past  15  to  20  years  I’ve 
watched  the  phenomenal  growth  of 
UMR.  I’ve  not  only  watched  its 
growth,  but  I’ve  witnessed  its  im¬ 
pact  upon  the  church — clergy  and 
iaity.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the 
church’s  most  vital  links  with  the 
laity.  I’m  convinced  that  this  orga¬ 
nization  can  be  a  genuine  source  of 
spiritual  renewal  within  the  life  of 
the  church. 

"One  of  UMR’s  unique  strengths 
is  its  independence.  I  will  vigorous¬ 
ly  guard  that  independence  and  will 
seek  ways  to  work  within  the  life  of 


the  denomination  and  yet  maintain 
that  all-important  aspect  of  its  heri¬ 
tage  and  tradition. 

'Expand  its  core  ministry' 

“From  my  years  of  publishing 
within  the  denomination.  I’ve 
grown  to  appreciate  the  quality  and 
dedication  of  the  UMR  staff.  I  want 
to  build  upon  the  strong  foundation 
that  Spurgeon  and  his  colleagues 
have  so  faithfully  put  into  place,  by 
expanding  its  core  ministry  and 
finding  new  and  innovative  ways  to 
serve  the  needs  of  our  constituency. 

“My  vision  is  that  UMR  will  be¬ 
come  a  more  vital  center  of  Chris¬ 
tian  communication,  providing  a 
wide  array  of  quality  news  and  in¬ 
formation  services  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  greater 
Christian  community.” 

Dr.  Patterson  holds  a  bachelor  of 
arts  degree  in  English  from  Malone 
College  in  Canton,  Ohio;  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  United 
Methodist-related  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  and 
a  master  of  arts  in  journalism  de¬ 
gree  from  United  Methodist-related 
Syracuse  University  in  New  York. 

He  also  received  an  honorary 


Ronald  P.  Patterson 
. . .  'vital  link  with  laity' 


doctor  of  ministry  degree  in  1988 
from  Central  Methodist  College  in 
Fayette,  Mo. 

He  and  his  wife,  Marlene,  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons,  Paul,  25,  and 
Mark,  21. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

RED  RIBBON  RAP:  Physical  education 
leaders  at  United  Methodist-related  McMurry 
College  in  Abilene,  Texas,  have  put  their  anti¬ 
drug  message  to  a  beat.  Dr.  Pug  Parris,  chair  of 
the  physical  education  department,  wrote  "Red 
Ribbon  Rap”  in  1 989  for  a  local  anti-drug  pro¬ 
gram.  This  year,  Dr.  Parris  and  basketball  coach 
Ron  Holmes  convinced  team  members  and 
cheerleaders  to  dance  to  the  music  as  its  author 
sings.  At  the  song’s  conclusion,  the  group  gives 
real-life  examples  of  how  to  say  “no”  to  drugs. 
The  program  is  being  presented  in  public 
schools  in  Abilene. 

FOOD  TO  RUSSIA:  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  got  personally  involved  in  their  re¬ 
cent  effort  to  gather  and  dispatch  food  boxes  to 
Russia  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  who  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  turned  his  tractor-driving 
skills  to  operate  a  forklift  to  move  food  boxes 
into  trucks  in  Baton  Rouge.  Others  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  food  gathering  were  from  Lafayette, 
Baton  Rouge  and  Zachary,  La. 

CORRECTION:  Total  assets  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions  rose  by 
$1  billion  last  year,  not  by  $1  million  as  incor¬ 
rectly  reported  in  UMR,  April  10. 

EDUCATOR  DIES:  James  H.  Zumberge, 

president  of  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
1 975-80,  died  of  a  brain  tumor  April  1 5  in  Pasa¬ 
dena.  Calif.,  at  age  68.  He  left  the  Dallas  school 
to  become  president  of  the  University  of  South¬ 
ern  California,  from  which  he  retired  last  year. 
Dr.  Zumberge  was  also  known  as  an  Antarctic 
explorer. 

NEW  PROFESSORSHIP:  The  Rev.  c. 
Eric  Lincoln,  scholar  of  American  black 
churches,  has  been  appointed  E.  Franklin  Fra¬ 
zier  Visiting  Professor  of  History  and  Sociology 
at  Clark  University  in  Worcester,  Mass.  Dr. 
Lincoln  has  been  a  professor  of  religion  at  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  since  1978.  He 
will  assume  his  new  post  in  September.  The 
United  Methodist  minister  has  written  or  edit¬ 
ed  21  books. 

REPRINTS  AVAILABLE:  Reprints  of  the 
pre-General  Conference  special  report  (see 
UMR  April  3,  Pages  2-3)  are  available  at  $1 
each  for  the  first  25,  plus  shipping.  Additional 
copies  25  cents  each  up  to  500,  plus  shipping. 
Write  UMR  Reprints,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266-0275.  phone  (214)  630-6495  or 
fax  (214)  630-0079. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Finance  unit  sends  'urgent  message' 


The  increase  "is  defensible  in  light  of  the 

needs  of  the  church." 

— Bishop  John  Russell 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  chief 
finance  agency  has  issued  an 
“Urgent  Message"  defending  its 
1993-96  budget  proposals. 

The  four-page  April  15  memo¬ 
randum  from  officials  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  is  being  sent  to  all 
delegates  to  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference,  which  meets 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  finance  unit  took  the  ac¬ 
tion  in  response  to  church  press 
reports  suggesting  that  grass¬ 
roots  resistance  to  a  budget  in¬ 
crease  is  on  the  rise  in  some  parts 
of  the  denomination. 

The  General  Conference  will 
be  asked  to  adopt  a  four-year  de¬ 
nominational  budget  totaling 
$495.65  million.  The  figure  in¬ 
cludes  a  4-percent  annual  hike  in 
the  churchwide  funds  to  which 
each  local  church  is  asked  to  pay 
an  apportioned  share. 


A  half-dozen  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  72  annual  (regional)  con¬ 
ferences  have  petitioned  the 
General  Conference  to  keep  the 
budget  at  its  1989-92  quadrenni¬ 
al  level. 

'Grassroots'  objects 

Members  of  an  ad  hoc  coali¬ 
tion,  "Grassroots,"  initiated  by 
Florida  United  Methodists,  have 
phoned  delegates  to  lobby  for 
holding  the  line  on  apportion¬ 
ments,  said  Charles  W.  Pearce  of 
Miami,  a  spokesman  for  the  un¬ 
official  group  and  a  lay  delegate 
to  General  Conference. 

Critics  are  aiming  much  of 
their  fire  at  church  agencies  that 
they  claim  “are  making  no  ef¬ 
forts  to  economize." 

The  four-page  message  to  dele¬ 


gates  from  Bishop  John  Russell 
of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  finance 
council  president,  and  the  Rev. 
Clifford  Drake,  the  Evanston, 
Ul.-based  agency’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  seeks  to  assure  delegates 
“that  the  financial  difficulties  be¬ 
ing  faced  by  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  were  very 
much  in  the  minds  of  (council) 
members”  when  they  prepared 
the  budget  proposals. 

“They,  like  you,  are  members 
and  leaders  in  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  that  are  deal¬ 
ing  with  tough  times.” 

Dr.  Drake  said  the  letter  to 
delegates  “is  ground-breaking  for 
us.”  In  other  years,  the  council 
has  taken  a  less  agressive  role  in 
advocating  its  proposals  prior  to 
conference  sessions. 


'Quite  a  debate' 

Bishop  Russell  said  the  two  fi¬ 
nance-council  leaders  felt  the 
need  to  send  “some  word  about 
our  budget ...  to  all  delegates  be¬ 
cause  we  are  discovering  in  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter  quite 
a  debate  about  the  budget  and  a 
number  of  persons’  raising  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  increase.  . .  .  The 
budget  is  being  discussed  in  most 
annual  conferences.” 

The  increase  “is  defensible  in 
light  of  the  needs  of  the  church,” 
Bishop  Russell  said.  “It  may  seem 
to  some  too  great  an  increase  in 
light  of  the  economy.  I  admit  that. 
1  know  what  we’re  hearing  and 
what  the  economy  is.” 

The  budget  increase  gives 
churchwide  agencies  far  less  than 
they  requested,  he  observed. 

Dr.  Drake  and  Bishop  Russell 
note  in  their  letter  that  the  4-per- 
cent  annual  increase  proposed  for 
churchwide  apportioned  funds  is 
less  than  the  anticipated  growth 


rate  of  local  church  funds. 

Among  other  points  in  their 
message: 

■  The  budget  brings  dollars 
back  to  the  local  church  in  the 
form  of  stewardship  programs, 
worship  resources,  training  for 
church  school  teachers,  support 
for  ministries  in  ethnic  minority 
churches  and  other  resources. 

■  General  benevolence  funds 
support  missions  in  57  countries, 
including  areas  of  the  former  Sovi¬ 
et  Union,  and  1,046  missionaries. 

■  Less  than  4  percent  of  local 
church  expenditures  go  to  sup¬ 
port  the  denomination’s  general 
benevolences. 

■  The  purchasing  power  of 
United  Methodist  local  churches 
has  increased  (8.6  percent  since 
1973,  adjusted  for  inflation),  while 
the  purchasing  power  of  World 
Service — the  denomination’s  ba¬ 
sic  apportioned  mission  fund — 
has  dropped  by  36.7  percent. 


Survey  results  called  challenge,  no  surprise 


By  PAMELA  SCHAEFFER 

Religious  News  Service 

A  national  survey  that  may  sig¬ 
nal  low  confidence  among  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  their  leaders 
and  national  church  meetings 
was  labeled  “unsurprising”  by  a 
leading  bishop,  “shocking”  by  a 
conservative  activist  and  “chal¬ 
lenging”  by  the  editor  of  an  influ¬ 
ential  magazine. 

The  survey  was  conducted  by 
the  Gallup  Organization  in 
Princeton,  N.J.,  under  a  joint 
commission  from  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter  and  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service  (see  UMR, 
April  17). 

Gallup  polled  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  their  views  toward  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  the  national 
legislative  that  sets  policy  for  the 
denomination,  as  well  as  their 
priorities  for  the  denomination’s 
mission. 

Results  were  released  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  conference,  which 
opens  May  5  in  Louisville,  Ky., 


and  ends  May  15. 

Leaders  'under  suspicion' 

“This  is  a  time  when  leader¬ 
ship  is  under  suspicion,”  said 
Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  of  Silver 
Spring.  Md.  “I  think  it’s  part  of 
the  milieu  we’re  in.” 

Bishop  Yeakel,  president-elect 
of  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  said  he  was  also  not  sur¬ 
prised  by  a  lack  of  enthusiasm 
for  General  Conference. 

For  example,  only  14  percent 
of  the  survey  respondents  said 
they  expected  the  meeting  to 
have  a  major  impact  on  their 
congregations. 

“I  don’t  think  there  ever  was  a 
time  when  United  Methodists 
looked  to  General  Conference  to 
bring  in  the  kingdom,”  Bishop 
Yeakel  said.  But  there  is,  he  said, 
a  gradual  leavening  effect  that  af¬ 
fects  congregations  over  time. 

The  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  a 
leading  United  Methodist  con¬ 
servative  from  Memphis,  Tenn., 


was  less  optimistic. 

“Shocking”  was  Dr.  Dunnam ’s 
reaction  to  a  report  that  a  cross- 
section  of  United  Methodists  say 
they  put  more  stock  in  newspa¬ 
pers  and  television  than  in  the 
Bible  or  religious  leaders  in  shap¬ 
ing  their  views  on  issues. 

The  survey  showed  that  48 
percent  cite  newspapers  and  tele¬ 
vision  as  primary  sources  for 
their  views,  compared  to  23  per¬ 
cent  who  cite  the  Bible  and  5  per¬ 
cent  who  cite  religious  leaders. 

'Pretty  desperate' 

“We’re  obviously  in  a  pretty 
desperate  situation,”  said  Dr. 
Dunnam,  pastor  of  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Memphis. 

He  and  others  have  appealed 
nationally  to  United  Methodists 
to  affirm  conservative  moral  and 
theological  perspectives  on  sexu¬ 
ality. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and 
editor  of  “The  Christian  Centu¬ 


ry,”  an  ecumenical  journal  pub¬ 
lished  in  Chicago,  said  he  regards 
the  findings  as  “a  challenge,” 
proving  that  “the  church  works  in 
an  essentially  hostile  atmosphere. 

'Secularized  environment' 

“They  are  further  verification 
to  me  that  we  live  in  a  highly  sec¬ 
ularized  environment  in  which 
church  members  as  well  as  non¬ 
members  are  influenced  more  by 
the  entertainment  media  than  by 
their  religious  institutions,”  he 
said. 

United  Methodists  responding 
to  the  survey  gave  top  ranking  to 
community  service  when  asked 
to  name  a  priority  for  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  mission. 

Service,  cited  by  34  percent, 
ranked  higher  than  proclaiming 
the  gospel,  the  choice  of  26  per¬ 
cent,  or  changing  society,  select¬ 
ed  by  only  5  percent. 

But  Bishop  Yeakel  said  sees  a 
deep  connection  between  those 
three  actions. 


Bishop  Yeakel 
. .  .'no  surprise' 

United  Methodists  are,  in  fact, 
changing  society  as  a  result  of  a 
strong  commitment  to  communi¬ 
ty  service,  and  that  service  stems 
from  their  commitment  to  gospel 
teachings,  he  saiu. 

In  particular,  he  cited  pro¬ 
grams  in  congregations  aimed  at 
combatting  hunger,  homeless¬ 
ness,  joblessness  and  drugs. 


Array  of  media  poised  to  cover  UMC's  1992  General  Conference 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  unprecedented  array  of  audio, 
video  and  print  services  will  be 
available  to  communicate  what  is 
happening  at  United  Methodism’s 
top  legislative  body  meeting  May  5- 
1 5  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Delegates  to  the  iquadrennial 
General  Conference  will  be  address¬ 
ing  social  issues  and  approving  offi¬ 
cial  policies  and  procedures  for  the 
denomination. 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom),  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House,  and  other 
churchwide  agencies  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  annual  conferences, 
are  gearing  up  to  make  sure  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  pew  have  the  informa¬ 
tion  they  want  and  need. 

Attracts  high  interest 

The  General  Conference  attracts 
high  interest  because  its  actions  af¬ 
fect  the  life  of  the  denomination’s  9 
million  members  around  the  world, 
according  to  UMCom  staff  executive 
Roger  L.  Burgess  of  Nashville. 

The  conference  is  also  the  only 
group  that  can  speak  officially  for  the 
church  on  ethical  issues,  which  are 
often  controversial. 

While  social  issues  such  as  homo¬ 
sexuality  get  major  attention,  Dr. 
Burgess  says  delegates  spend  hours 
on  less  newsworthy  subjects  that  are 
also  critical  to  the  life  of  the  church. 

“We  hope  United  Methodists  will 
not  limit  their  information  about  the 
General  Conference  to  any  one 
source.”  he  said. 

News  room  provided 

United  Methodist  News  Service, 
a  unit  of  UMCom,  will  provide 
news  room  facilities,  services  and 
equipment  for  public  and  church 
press  representatives  covering  the 
conference. 

Already  more  than  30  public 
press  representatives  and  66  church 
press  representatives  have  applied 
for  accreditation,  according  to 
Thomas  S.  McAnally,  Nashville, 
news  service  director. 

The  news  room  staff  will  provide 
about  100  stories  on  individual  ac¬ 
tions  at  the  conference;  services  to 
news  media  in  English,  Spanish  and 
Korean  languages;  and  photo  services. 

Recorded  news  summaries  will  be 


The  United 
Methodist  Reporter 
through  its  national 
and  annual-conference 
editions  will  devote 
major  space  in  its  May 
8,  15  and  22  issues  to 
staff  coverage  from  the 
church's  1992  General 
Conference. 

available  on  a  “hot  line”  for  radio 
stations.  TV  news  will  be  transmitted 
by  satellite  to  local  stations  and  na¬ 
tional  cable  networks  and  systems. 

Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN),  the  interfaith  network 
of  religion,  will  carry  a  daily  one- 
minute  report  from  the  conference. 

"Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  church’s 
weekly  TV  program,  will  be  produc¬ 
ing  a  half-hour  program  from  the 
conference  for  airing  on  VISN  and 
two  other  cable  networks. 

UMCom’s  CircuitWriter  Com¬ 
puter  Network  will  carry  all  news 
stories  from  the  conference  as  well 
as  reports  on  legislative  committees 
and  other  general  information. 

A  one-hour  study  video  of  the 
General  Conference,  produced  for 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  by  UMCom,  is  available 
(call  [800]  672-1789  and  ask  for 
item  DC-2-320717). 

The  episcopal  and  lay  addresses 
will  be  available  on  video  cassettes 
by  May  1 3. 

A  one-hour  wrap-up  video  sum¬ 
marizing  conference  actions  will  be 
available  May  25  from  the  publish¬ 
ing  house. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  also  producing  three  90- 
minute  audiotapes  including  a  pre¬ 
conference  summary,  the  episcopal 
and  lay  addresses,  and  a  summary 
of  conference  actions. 

InfoServ.  the  church’s  telephone 
information  service  administered 
by  UMCom,  will  respond  to  specif¬ 
ic  inquiries  during  regular  office 
hours — between  8  a.m.  and  4  p.m. 
Central  Time,  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  (800)  251-8140,  toll-free. 
Recorded  daily  summaries  of 


General  Conference  actions  and  ac¬ 
tivities  will  also  be  available  from 
InfoServ  in  English,  Spanish,  Kore¬ 
an  languages  and  for  persons  with 
hearing  impairments. 

English-language  summaries  will 
be  available  around  the  clock  at 
callers’  expense  from  (615)  742- 
5432. 

Callers  wanting  Spanish-language 
summaries  may  call  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense  24  hours  a  day  (615)  742-5425 
or  call  the  regular  toll-free  InfoServ 
number  during  office  hours  and  re¬ 
quest  the  recording.  Korean-language 
summaries  may  be  heard  by  calling 
toll  free  during  regular  office  hours. 

Hearing-impaired  persons  may  call 
toll  free  during  regular  office  hours 
via  their  state  TDD  relay  centers. 

Special  sections,  too 

Many  United  Methodist  newspa¬ 
pers,  newsletters  and  magazines  are 
producing  special  series  or  sections 
on  issues  on  General  Conference 
concerns. 

Interpreter,  the  church’s  general 
program  journal  produced  by  UM¬ 
Com,  is  issuing  a  series  of  nine  arti¬ 
cles  prior  to  the  conference  and  will 
produce  a  12-page  wrap-up  section 
in  the  July-August  issue. 

Two  publishing  house-produced 
publications  have  also  been  carrying 
items  and  articles  on  General  Con¬ 
ference  issues;  “Circuit  Rider,”  a 
monthly  magazine  for  clergy,  has  de¬ 
voted  57  pages  since  September  and 
plans  a  16-page  wrap-up  in  its  June 
issue;  and  “Newscope,”  a  weekly 
newsletter  for  church  leaders. 

Editors  of  conference  newspapers 
will  be  covering  the  conference  for 
their  readers.  Largest  among  these 
is  the  Dallas-based  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  network,  which  pro¬ 
duces  national,  annual  conference 
and  local  church  editions. 

The  “Daily  Christian  Advocate” 
(DCA)  will  be  produced  by  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house.  The  first  928-page 
advance  edition,  including  agency 
and  annual  conference  petitions, 
was  mailed  March  5. 

The  second  advance  edition  of 
about  400  pages,  including  individual 
and  local  church  petitions,  will  be 
on  the  desks  of  delegates  when  they 
arrive. 

Daily  editions,  which  delegates 


will  receive  on  their  desks  early 
each  morning,  will  be  available  by 
mail  as  will  a  16-page  round-up  edi¬ 
tion  after  the  conference. 

For  the  first  time  the  DCA  will 
have  material  organized  by  legisla¬ 


tive  committees,  according  to  edi¬ 
tor  Rich  Peck. 

All  petitions  can  be  accessed  by  a 
computer  located  in  each  legislative 
committee  meeting  room.  Use  of 
the  computer  system  will  shave  six 


hours  off  the  process  and  guarantee 
greater  accuracy,  Mr.  Peck  said. 

More  information  about  any  of 
these  informational  channels  is  avail¬ 
able  from  InfoServ  toll  free  (800) 
251-8140. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  Figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  needed 
in  downtown  church  with  growing  program.  Full 
or  part-time  positions  possible.  Send  resume  with 
references  to:  Christ  United  Methodist  Church; 
467  1st  Ave.  N.,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33701,  Attn: 
Calla  Baker. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Col¬ 
orado  Springs,  is  seeking  a  fUll-time  director  of 
singles  ministries  and  part-time  or  full-time  di¬ 
rector  of  adult  education  by  July  1,  1992.  For 
both  positions,  a  diaconal  or  professional  degree 
is  preferred  and  two  years  experience  is  required. 
Send  resumes  and  questions  to:  Darrell  Mount. 
420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO 
80903,(719)471-8522. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immedi¬ 

ate  opening  in  a  growing  1 700  church  in  Central 
Florida.  Multiple  staff  with  strong  music  minis¬ 
try.  A  f\ill-time  position  with  fully  graded  choirs 
and  handbells.  Experience  and  references  re¬ 
quired.  Salary/benefit  package  negotiable.  Send 
resume  by  May  15  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  3474 1 . 


MINISTER  TO  FAMILIES  WITH  YOUTH. 
3,400-member  church  with  youth  constituency  of 
250  +  .  Pastoral  care  to  youth,  and  their  families. 
Large  church  experience  preferred.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Rev.  G.  Randall  Nix,  St.  James  UMC, 
321  Pleasant  Valley  Dr..  Little  Rock,  AR  72212, 
(501)225-7372. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S  Min¬ 
istries  position.  Suburban  South  Florida.  Large, 
growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400 
North  35th  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021.  Call 
(305)  989-8304, 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  at  an  active  multi-staffed  (including 
musicians,  Jim  and  Jean  Strathdee)  suburban 
church  with  an  emphasis  on  mission  outreach 
and  social  concern,  committed  to  ministering  to 
people  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  Looking  for  an 
active,  energetic,  creative,  individual  to  strength¬ 
en  and  expand  youth  program.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  range  $2 5, 000-$ 30, 000  plus  bene¬ 
fits,  commensurate  with  experience.  Send 
resumes  and/or  requests  for  job  description  to: 
Don  Fado,  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
2391  St.  Mark’s  Way,  Sacramento,  CA  95864, 


CAMPUS  MINISTER  —  full-time,  existing 
Methodist  campus  ministry,  Stetson  University, 
DcLand,  Florida.  Inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Jim 
McWhinnie,  510  E.  Oakwood  Ave.,  Orange  City, 
FL  32763.  Deadline:  June  30. 


PHYSICIAN  —  Opportunity  to  provide  quality 
care  through  out-patient  clinic  of  UM  mission 
project  in  rural  Appalachia.  We  provide  salary, 
housing,  professional  liability,  health  coverage 
and  support  personnel.  Contact:  Personnel  Direc¬ 
tor,  Red  Bird  Medical  Center,  Beverly,  KY 
409 13.  (606)  598-5135. 


YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  enthusiastic  jjerson  to  energize  youth 
for  1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke.  Walnut  Hill  UMC.  10066  Marsh 
Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 
available  at  1,800-member  church  located  in  col¬ 
lege  community.  Must  have  positive  church  mu¬ 
sic  experience,  work  well  with  volunteers,  sup¬ 
port  a  wide  variety  of  United  Methodist  worship 
from  “blue  jean"  to  “high  church"  settings,  and 
provide  enthusiastic  leadership  to  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  music  program.  Send  resume,  references, 
and  compensation  expectations  to:  Rev.  Fred  H. 
Haustein,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  801  S. 
Main,  Jonesboro,  AR  72401. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EITHER  A  Director 
of  Music  and  Christian  Education,  or  a  Director 
of  Christian  Education  Program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume:  Rev.  Dan  Woodward,  610  Em¬ 
erson  St.,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  Call:  (601) 
433-2822,  daytime;  (601)  453-2417,  evenings. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  SEEKING  POSITION, 
eleven  yean  experience,  salary  negotiable,  thirty- 
five  years  old,  Master  of  Theology,  resume  sent 
upon  request,  Shane  Barnes,  Huntsville.  TX 
(409)  582-4802. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  for  1,700-member  congregation  with  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  Church  School  averaging  450. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Jerold  Vogt,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1006  North  Main,  Garden 
City,  KS  67846,  (316)  275-9171.  


STAFF  PERSON  NEEDED:  Youth  Director/ 
Program  Coordinator.  Full-time  position  open. 
Salary  negotiable.  For  job  description  and  other 
details  call  (601)  456-2203,  First  United  Method- 
ist  Church,  Houston,  MS  38851.  


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES/Organist 
needed  for  1400-member  church.  Phone  (512) 
578-2701  or  write  Rev.  Robert  Hall,  407  North 
Bridge  St.,  Victoria,  TX  77901. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Full¬ 
time,  permanent  career  position.  Growing  1,100- 
member  southern  California  congregation.  Expe¬ 
rience  required.  Send  resume  by  April  30  to:  Tom 
Hay,  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  UMC,  26001  Muir- 
lands  Avenue,  Mission  Viejo,  CA  92691. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  for  5200-member 
church,  Tulsa,  OK.  Extensive  music  program  in  a 
multiple-staff  environment.  Adult,  youth,  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs  and  youth  and  adult  handbell 
choirs.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  As- 
bury  UMC,  5838  South  Sheridan,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  1600-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Must  be  motivated  and  organized  to  expand 
current  youth  programs.  Total  compensation  ne¬ 
gotiable  based  on  experience  and  education.  Send 
resume  to:  Littleton  United  Methodist  Church, 
1313  W.  Shepperd  Ave.,  Littleton,  CO  80120. 
Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee.  (303) 
794-6379. 


SACRAMENTO  LAND  FOR  SALE,  9/10  mile 
from  The  Methodist  Assembly,  22  acres  with 
creek.  Jo  Ann  Cahill,  P.O.  Box  76,  Tijcras,  NM 
87059,(505)281-2742.  


DCE.  GROWING  VITAL  1700-MEMBER 
church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children's  young  adult  and  family  ministries,  plus 
adult  Sunday  School.  Requires  proven  experi¬ 
ence.  enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers;  relate  to  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  other  staff  and  a  dedicated  Christian 
discipleship.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Fountain  City  UMC,  212  Hotel  Ave., 
Knoxville,  TN  37918. 


RUSSIA  $1895  FOR  TWO  WEEKS  —  Russian 
Summer  Study  Program  offered  by  St.  Petersburg 
Seminary  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  with  St. 
Xenia  Hospital  Foundation  (USA)  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Russia  June  16-30,  June  30-JuIy  14,  July 
14-28  and  July  28-August  11.  Price  includes 
transportation  from  New  York,  student  rooms 
(30  participants),  meals,  study  program,  church 
visits,  sightseeing,  entertainment.  Moscow  trip 
available.  For  information:  (908)  219-9567  or 
write:  Rev.  James  C.  McReynolds,  St.  Xenia  Hos¬ 
pital  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  8941,  Red  Bank,  NJ 
07701. 


FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Re¬ 
producible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimburse¬ 
ments,  contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volun¬ 
teers  to  boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to: 
Free  Forms,  Volunteer  Impact  Press,  929-A  S. 
Crockett,  Sherman,  TX  75090-7927. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  GMC  12  passenger  van,  6,500 
miles,  ftilly  loaded  with  front  and  rear  air,  power 
windows,  power  locks,  AM/FM  cassette,  330  V8 
and  automatic  overdrive  transmission.  Deluxe 
interior  and  dark  glass  windows.  Sold  new  for 
over  $22,000,  now  only  $  1 5,975.  Call  Kevin  Oro- 
ver,  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC,  Wagoner.  OK, 
(918)  483-2188. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week.  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  usl  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  ACA 
accredited  and  site  approved.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Director/Manager,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 
15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation, 
(817)458-4844, 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  EDITOR  in 
Youth  Publications.  Individual  must  have  gradu¬ 
ate  level  training  in  Christian  education,  theol¬ 
ogy,  and  Bible  or  comparable  experience.  Knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
educational  theory,  publishing,  and  journalism. 
Writing  and  editing  skills  required.  Salary  in  up¬ 
per  20’s.  Send  resume  to:  Employment  Office, 
The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  P.O. 
Box  801,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  An  affirmative 
action/equal  employment  opportunity  employer. 
M/F/H/V. 


DIRECTOR  AND  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  of 
Music  Ministry  needed  to  lead  program  for  2500- 
member  congregation.  Organ  is  4  manual,  62 
rank  Quimby  (new  in  1991)  with  antiphonal.  Six 
singing,  two  ringing  choirs  for  three  Sunday  and 
one  midweek  services.  Looking  for  enthusiastic 
persons  of  faith  to  give  creative  energy  to  long¬ 
standing  tradition  in  music  excellence.  Full-time 
and  part-time  position  available.  Responsibilities 
shared  by  Director  and  Assistant  Director  ac¬ 
cording  to  qualifications,  experience,  and  talents. 
Master’s  Degree  and  five  years  experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salaries  negotiable.  Inquiries  or  resumes 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  7020  Cass  Street,  Omaha,  NE  68132- 
2601.  Application  deadline,  June  15.  Indicate 
whether  seeking  part-time  or  full-time. 


Faith  dimensions  3 
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This  issue  doesn't  have  him  treed 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Howard  Heiner  knows  a  lot  about 
trees. 

Reared  in  Idaho,  he  has  worked 
in  the  lumbering  division  of  St.  Re¬ 
gis  Paper  Co.  and,  as  a  United 
Methodist  missionary,  taught  log¬ 
ging  in  Chile  and  forest-fire  control 
in  Nicaragua. 

He  is  associate  director  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Society  of  Tropical  For¬ 
esters. 

Mr.  Heiner’s  qualifications  have 
landed  him  a  spot  as  an  adviser  on 
the  official  U.S.  delegation  to  the 
United  Nations  Conference  on  En¬ 
vironment  and  Development 
(UNCED)June  1-12  in  Brazil. 


He  also  is  staff  for  the  Joint  Pro¬ 
gram  on  Environment  and  Forestry 
of  the  United  Methodist  boards  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Church  and 
Society. 

Mr.  Heiner  hopes  that  the  work 
on  a  set  of  forestry  principles,  begun 
through  the  UNCED  process,  will 
lead  to  an  international  legal  agree¬ 
ment.  But  he  pointed  out  that  the 
issue  is  a  socioeconomic  one,  not 
just  a  matter  of  saving  trees. 

“The  problem  is  that  we  have  5.4 
billion  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,”  he  said.  “Because  of  popula¬ 
tion  pressure,  land  is  not  used  to  the 
best  of  its  ability.” 

in  Latin  America,  for  example, 


the  wealthy  own  much  of  the  land, 
he  explained,  forcing  the  poor  into 
the  forests,  where  they  practice  sub¬ 
sistence  agriculture  on  tropical  for¬ 
est  soils  of  poor  quality. 

During  the  UNCED  negotiating 
process,  Mr.  Heiner  said,  he  has 
tried  to  serve  as  a  bridge  between 
forestry  professionals  and  environ¬ 
mentalists,  who  often  are  not  far 
apart  on  the  issues,  but  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  terminology  and  perspective. 

Issues  being  considered  include 
forest  management  or  land-use 
planning,  trade  and  economic  fac¬ 
tors,  social  needs,  environmental 
impact  and  international  guidelines 
and  monitoring  techniques. 


Church  voice  due  on  environment 


Health  unit 
tells  winners 


The  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  announced  individual  and 
group  award  winners  at  its  recent 
52nd  assembly  in  Indianapolis. 

Lee  and  Lucille  Dale,  volunteers 
at  The  United  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  were  named 
as  individual  volunteers  of  the  year. 

Group  of  the  year  was  Mail 
Room  Volunteers,  serving  Epworth 
Children’s  Home  in  Webster 
Groves,  Mo. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  J.  Mullin,  direc¬ 
tor  of  pastoral  care  for  Methodist 
Hospital  of  Indiana  in  Indianapolis, 
was  honored  as  chaplain  of  the  year. 

Administrators  of  the  year  were 
David  M.  McFall  of  Wesley  Manor 
in  Frankfort,  Ind.,  aging  section; 
Terrel  J.  DeVille  of  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Rus- 
ton,  La.,  children,  youth  and  family 
section;  and  John  W.  Estabrook  of 
Nebraska  Methodist  Health  Sys¬ 
tems  in  Omaha,  hospitals  section. 

Development  director  of  the  year 
was  the  Rev.  August  E.  Aamodt  of 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston,  La. 


Writer's  uay  ceieuraieu  ai  cnurcn  . . .  ~ 

NEW  YORK — Author  Kurt  Vonnegut  (center)  helped  his  United  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev.  David 
Randolph,  recently  launch  Writer's  Day.  The  two  hope  it  will  become  an  annual  event  in  more 
churches.  The  author  symbolized  the  "birth"  of  the  observance  by  presenting  flowers  to  Lisa 
Hoffman  and  her  infant  son,  Brian. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Can  representatives  of  the 
world’s  nations  agree  on  plans  to 
promote  economic  development 
while  preserving  the  environment? 

That  is  the  ambitious  goal  of  the 
United  Nations  Conference  on  En¬ 
vironment  and  Development 
(UNCED) — also  know  as  the  Earth 
Summit — June  1-12  in  Rio  de  Ja¬ 
neiro,  Brazil. 

Joining  official  government  rep¬ 
resentatives  will  be  thousands  of 
persons  from  non-governmental  or¬ 


ganizations  (NGOs),  including  at 
least  16  United  Methodists. 

In  all,  25,000-30,000  people  will 
participate  in  some  way,  according 
to  Jaydee  Hanson,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
executive. 

United  Methodists  will  have  two 
accredited  seats  on  the  floor  of  the 
official  part  of  the  conference,  one 
through  the  Church  and  Society 
board  and  one  through  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Earth  Summit  issues  include  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  atmosphere,  land  re¬ 
sources,  fresh-water  resources, 
oceans  and  seas;  conservation  of 
biological  variety;  creation  of  an  en¬ 
vironmentally  healthy  union  be¬ 
tween  humans,  machines  and 
unsafe  wastes;  improvement  in 
quality  of  life  and  human  health 
and  prevention  of  illegal  traffic  in 
toxic  products  and  waste. 

Whether  all  nations  will  actually 
commit  themselves  to  making  eco¬ 
nomic  and  environmental  changes 


Howard  Heiner 
. . .  named  adviser 

is  questionable,  according  to  Mr. 
Hanson. 

“It’s  like  running  a  church  stew¬ 
ardship  campaign  and  having  your 
biggest  givers  say  they  are  opposed 
to  the  concept  of  the  tithe;  there¬ 
fore,  they  won’t  commit  to  give 
anything.”  he  said. 


Bioethics:  THE  issue  of  the  '90s 


More  than  we  fear  death  itself,  the  surveys  show, 
we  fear  dying  alone  away  from  families  and  friends, 
losing  control  of  our  lives.  . . . 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 

Religious  News  Service 

Advances  of  modem  medicine 
have  created  some  momentous 
bioethical  questions — questions 
that  most  of  us  avoid  until  we  need 
to  make  informed  decisions  about 
our  own  treatment. 

By  then,  it  is  often  too  late.  We 
may  be  incapacitated  or  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  knowledge  that 
death  is  imminent. 

Avoidance  is  a  mistake,  but  it  is 
understandable  in  light  of  public 
opinion  surveys  that  consistently 
reveal  fear  of  dying. 

More  than  we  fear  death  itself, 
the  surveys  show,  we  fear  dying 
alone  away  from  families  and 
friends,  losing  control  of  our  lives, 
becoming  victims  of  invasive  treat¬ 
ments  or  prisoners  of  machines  that 
feed  us,  breathe  for  us  and  keep  our 
hearts  beating. 

We  fear  excruciating  physical 


Poem  of  the  week 

John  7:33 

I  am  here,  now. 

I  will  not  be  here,  then. 

I  must  return  to  my  home,  to 
my  Father  as  do  all  good  sons 
who  have  taken  a  journey  far 
from  home. 

And  these  sands  are  far  from 
My  home. 

“Then  said  Jesus  unto  them, 

‘Yet  a  little  while  am  I  with  you, 
and  then  I  go  unto  Him  that 
sent  Me’.” 

—JOSEPH  CARRABIS 


pain  that  will  not  be  relieved.  We 
are  afraid  that  strangers  will  make 
critical  decisions  for  us  when  we  are 
no  longer  able  to  make  them  our¬ 
selves.  We  worry  that  their  deci¬ 
sions  will  clash  with  our  own  moral 
or  religious  values. 

No  wonder  bioethics  has  been 
called  THE  civil  rights  issue  of  the 
1990s. 

Widespread  anxiety  evident 

Fortunately,  some  states  are  trying 
to  address  this  widespread  anxiety. 

The  legislature  of  my  own  state, 
New  York,  will  soon  have  before  it 
one  of  the  most  far-reaching  pro¬ 
posals  for  new  laws.  The  legislation 
was  developed  by  the  New  York 
State  Task  Force  on  Life  and  the 
Law.  That  group,  an  official  body  of 
23  members,  including  seven  cier- 
gypersons,  has  proposed  specific 
legislation  about  making  informed 
medical  decisions. 

Debate  crucial  questions 

My  colleagues  and  I  on  the  task 
force  spent  four  and  a  half  years  de¬ 
bating  several  critical  questions: 
Who  will  decide  for  patients  who 
are  unable  to  decide  for  themselves? 
When  others  must  choose  treatment 
for  them,  who  will  do  it?  How  will 
choices  be  made?  What  safeguards 
will  be  provided  for  the  incapacitat¬ 
ed  patient? 

Our  deliberations  were  spiritually 


and  intellectually  exciting  but  enor¬ 
mously  difficult. 

The  importance  of  the  religious 
beliefs,  as  well  as  the  dignity  and 
uniqueness  of  each  patient,  was  par¬ 
amount. 

We  tried  to  anticipate  every  pos¬ 
sible  circumstance — patients  with 
family  members,  patients  without 
families  or  friends,  minors  who  live 
apart  from  their  parents,  minors 
whose  parents  are  unknown. 

The  task  force  urges  all  adults  to 
make  advanced  plans  to  meet  medi¬ 
cal  emergencies. 

The  best  preparation  is  to  ap¬ 
point  a  health  care  agent  who  will 
represent  a  person’s  rights  and  who 
will  participate  in  an  informed  deci¬ 
sion-making  process  if  the  patient 
loses  capacity. 

But  what  about  the  many  people 
who  do  not  appoint  a  medical 
proxy?  Who  will  represent  them 
when  a  medical  decision  has  to  be 
made?  The  answer  is  an  official  sur¬ 
rogate  who  is  a  family  member,  a 
friend  of  the  patient,  or  a  court-ap¬ 
pointed  representative. 

Part  of  the  legislation 

Safeguards  and  accountability  are 
part  of  the  proposed  legislation. 
The  withdrawal  and  withholding  of 
life-sustaining  treatments  can  take 
place  if,  after  assessing  these  con¬ 
cerns,  the  treatment  “would  be  an 
excessive  burden  to  the  patient.” 


For  this  to  happen,  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  circumstances  must  be  pres¬ 
ent:  the  patient  must  be  terminally  ill 
or  permanently  unconscious;  a  multi¬ 
disciplinary  ethics  committee  at  a 
health-care  facility  must  approve  the 
decision  to  remove  life-sustaining 
treatment;  a  court  must  issue  an  or¬ 
der  supporting  the  decision. 

The  proposed  legislation  exempts 
residents  of  mental  treatment  facili¬ 
ties.  Only  the  courts  have  the  author¬ 
ity  to  forego  life-sustaining 
treatments  for  those  patients.  The 
proposal  also  allows  health  care  pro¬ 
fessionals  to  refuse  to  carry  out  medi- 
cal  decisions  contrary  to  their 
religious  beliefs  or  moral  convictions. 

The  task  force’s  proposal  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  spark  a  spirited  public 
debate.  But  one  thing  is  certain: 
while  we  may  argue  about  the  pre¬ 
cise  scope  of  a  surrogate’s  power,  a 
legal  means  to  appoint  a  surrogate 
who  will  represent  the  best  interests 
of  an  incapacitated  patient  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary. 

The  days  are  over 

People  can  no  longer  shrug  their 
shoulders  and  say,  “I  can’t  think 
about  such  medical  decisions. 
Things  will  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves.”  The  days  are  also  gone 
when  an  incapacitated  patient’s 
family  or  friends  can  turn  to  a  doc¬ 
tor  and  say,  “Doc,  do  whatever  is 
best.  We  aren’t  really  involved.” 

The  task  force  has  it  exactly  right 
in  its  288-page  report:  “Medical 
treatment  decisions  (for  incapaci¬ 
tated  patients)  are  now  made  in  a 
legal  vacuum.” 

If  the  law  is  adopted  by  the  New 
York  State  Legislature,  there  will  be 
a  fair  and  compassionate  way  to  fill 
that  vacuum. 


God  healing  wounds 
of  personality  woes 


By  CAREY  KINSOLVING 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Brenda  Hunt¬ 
er  knows  the  pain  that  comes  from 
a  mother’s  inability  to  nurture  her 
child. 

It  happened  to  her,  she  said,  and 
she  knows  it  leaves  people  unable  to 
develop  intimate  relationships. 

Dr.  Hunter,  a  psychologist,  au¬ 
thor  of  a  new  book  called  “Home  by 
Choice”  and  head  of  an  organiza¬ 
tion  with  the  same  name,  also 
knows  that  the  pain  does  not  have 
to  last.  It  can  be  overcome,  she  says, 
with  spiritual  healing. 

That  is  the  message  she  conveys 
in  her  book  and  in  her  recent  ap¬ 
pearances  on  television  talk  shows. 

Holy  Spirit  'like  a  laser' 

“I  believe  that  when  we  find  God, 
his  Holy  Spirit  is  like  a  laser,  and  he 
heals  the  wounded  recesses  of  per¬ 
sonality,”  Dr.  Hunter  said. 

“I  don’t  believe  this  happens 
overnight  but  that  he  enables  us  to 
confront  our  wounded  past  and  our 
inner  pain.  This  may  involve  some 
confrontation  with  a  parent,  but  it 
always  involves  forgiveness.” 

Dr.  Hunter  writes  in  her  book 
that  her  mother  “missed  out”  as 
one  of  eight  children  vying  for  the 
attention  of  an  alcoholic  father.  In 
turn.  Dr.  Hunter  suffered. 

Then,  more  than  20  years  ago. 
Dr.  Hunter  started  on  the  road  to 
healing  and  intimacy  as  part  of  L’A- 
bri  Fellowship  in  London.  The  fel¬ 
lowship  is  linked  to  a  movement 
based  in  Switzerland  and  started  by 
the  late  Francis  Schaeffer,  an  evan¬ 
gelical  leader. 

Now,  at  50,  Dr.  Hunter  says  some 
people  are  emotionally  dysfunction¬ 
al  because  of  insufficient  nurturing, 
and  not  all  recover.  Many  become 
what  Dr.  Hunter  calls  “walking 
time  bombs.” 

Dr.  Hunter’s  words  are  striking 
an  emotional  chord.  - 

“I  have  a  vacuum  in  my  soul,” 
one  woman  told  her. 

This  vacuum,  what  Dr.  Hunter 
calls  “soul  hunger,"  has  its  roots, 
she  says,  in  the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Assume  defensive  posture 

Just  as  Adam  and  Eve  “began 
blaming  each  other”  after  the  Fall, 
people  in  need  of  healing  may  be 
marked  by  “a  defensive  posture  and 
lack  of  vulnerability.” 


Brenda  Hunter 
. . .  knows  the  pain 


Dr.  Hunter  received  a  doctorate 
in  psychology  from  Georgetown 
two  years  ago,  and  she  now  leads 
others  through  the  healing  process 
that  she  knows  so  well. 

Often,  after  coming  home  from 
seeing  clients,  she  marvels  at  the 
wonder  of  God’s  compassion. 

Recently  Dr.  Hunter  talked  about 
intimacy  to  a  Washington-area  singles 
group  called  “First  Monday.”  Her  ap¬ 
proach  was  unsubtle  and  direct. 

Just  what  is  intimacy?  Dr.  Hunter 
asked. 

Psychologists,  she  said,  describe 
it  as  the  ability  to  be  close  to  anoth¬ 
er  in  a  committed  relationship,  to 
be  transparent  without  fear  of  rejec¬ 
tion.  It’s  the  bedrock  ability  to  trust 
another  and  share  one’s  deepest  self 
knowing  that  you  will  be  accepted 
as  you  are. 

But  people  who  harbor  pain  from 
childhood  often  turn  to  superficial 
relationships,  even  one-night 
stands,  and  build  walls  to  protect 
themselves. 

“Each  of  us  is  very  vulnerable  be¬ 
hind  those  defenses,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Hunter  said  a  large  part  of 
her  practice  at  the  Minirth-Meier  & 
Byrd  Clinic  in  Fairfax,  Va.,  in¬ 
volves  getting  clients  to  deal  with 
their  pain  instead  of  blaming  others 
for  it. 


History  Of  Hymns — 
Triumphant  song  echoes 
Paul's  words  to  Corinthians 


The  strife  is  o'er,  the  battle  done ; 

The  victory  of  life  is  won; 

The  song  of  triumph  has  begun: 
Alleluia! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

This  triumphant  song  of  victory 
echoes  the  apostle  Paul’s  words  to 
the  Christian  church  at  Corinth, 
“Thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us 
the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ”  (1  Cor.  15:57). 

An  anonymous  Latin  hymn  about 
the  resurrection  of  our  Lord  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  collection  published  in 
Cologne,  Germany,  in  1695. 

Francis  Pott,  Church  of  England 
minister,  made  the  English  transla¬ 
tion  about  1859,  and  it  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  London  two  years  later. 

In  1591,  Giovanni  Palestrina 
composed  a  musical  setting  of 
“Gloria  Patri  et  Filio”  (Glory  to  the 
Father  and  to  the  Son).  This  com¬ 


position  inspired  William  H.  Monk 
to  freely  adapt  the  melody  and  har¬ 
monize  it  as  a  setting  for  “The 
Strife  is  O’er.”  He  named  the  tune 
“Victory”  in  1861. 

When  Palestrina  was  25,  the  bish¬ 
op  of  his  hometown  became  Pope 
Julius  III.  He  invited  Palestrina  to 
come  to  Rome.  Palestrina  did  so 
and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the 
musical  activities  of  the  church. 

Among  Palestrina’s  compositions 
are  100  masses,  many  motets  and 
madrigals.  His  name  is  traditionally 
synonymous  with  the  ultimate  of 
sacred  polyphony  in  the  16th  centu¬ 
ry.  He  died  at  Rome  in  1 594  at  age 
69. 

Palestrina’s  400-year-old  tune 
joined  to  Potts’s  translation  of  a 
300-year-old  Latin  hymn  provides 
for  us  a  magnificent  song  about  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  that  ends 
in  a  joyful  “Alleluia!” 


Dear  Deborah=== 
This  election  year  leaves 
one  writer  disillusioned 


Dear  Deborah: 

Well,  it  is  an  election  year  again 
and  there  is  no  one  running  who 
sounds  like  he  has  solutions  for  the 
massive  problems  this  country 
faces. 

1  am  really  disillusioned  and  am 
thinking  I  might  not  bother  to  vote, 
although  I  have  never  missed  since 
I  became  eligible  to  vote. 

I  have  never  heard  a  sermon 
about  this  and  wonder  what  your 
response  is  to  this  feeling  that  a  lot 
of  people  have. 

Mitch 

Dear  Mitch: 

I  believe  as  Christians  we  need  to 
consider  two  things. 

The  first  is  that  we  are  reminded 
in  the  Bible  to  pray  for  our  leaders.  I 
think  we  do  have  to  pray  regularly 
for  our  leaders,  our  nation  and  the 
whole  world. 

God  is  interested  in  peace  and  jus¬ 


tice  for  everyone  everywhere.  For  a 
nation  like  ours  with  more  wealth  than 
most  others,  there  are  important  im¬ 
plications  for  us  in  that  message. 

Second,  I  think  we  each  have  to  do 
what  we  can.  At  a  minimum  we 
should  vote  for  the  candidates  we  be¬ 
lieve  have  the  most  to  offer.  None 
are  perfect,  but  someone  will  win.  so 
we  must  do  the  work  of  deciding  and 
participating  in  the  election. 

I  hope  you  will  turn  to  God  for 
hope  in  the  midst  of  your  disillusion¬ 
ment.  God  has  not  given  up  on  the 
world,  and  we  shouldn 't  either! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Dulac ,  Louisiana 


Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 
May  3,1992 

If  anyone  would  like  to  have  information  concerning  work  with  Native  Americans  to 
add  to  a  worship  service,  please  contact  the  Reverend  Rob  Thompson,  P.O.  Box  101, 
Dulac,  LA  70353;  (504)  563-7483. 


DULAC  COMMUNITY  CENTER 


Rev.  Robin  K.  Thompson 
Cynthia  Gregoire 
Corine  Paulk 
Mary  M.  Bergeron 
Sybil  Lodrique 
Leslie  Verdin 
Carla  Duplantis 
Francis  Gregoire 


Executive  Director 
Administrative  Secretary 
Girls'  Club  Coordinator 
Child  Advocate 
Child  Advocate  Aide 
Day  Care  Director 
Assistant  Day  Care  Director 
Head  Start  &  Day  Care  Cook 


Mission  Statement 

The  Center’s  mission,  as  defined  by  the  Board  of  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  on  February  19,  1990,  is  “to  organize  and  provide  quality  programs 
and  services  for  people  of  all  ages  and  races  within  the  Dulac  communi¬ 
ty.  The  Center  primarily  emphasizes  educational  and  recreational  pro¬ 
grams;  economic  development;  social  services;  activities  that  develop 
community  pride,  self  reliance,  and  self-sufficiency;  and  efforts  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  traditions,  heritage,  and  culture  of  the  Native  Americans  with¬ 
in  the  Dulac  community,  namely  the  Houmas  Indians.” 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Loui¬ 
siana  Area,  left,  is  shown  with 
Dulac  Community  Center  Exec¬ 
utive  Director  Rev.  Robin  K. 
Thompson,  during  his  visit  last 
year  for  the  dedication  of  the 
center's  new  building. 


First  UMC,  Patterson  con¬ 
structed  this  playground  equip¬ 
ment  and  painted  lines  for 
basketball  and  volleyball  in  the 
gym.  Rev.  Scott  Bullock  and 
Charles  Roe  and  two  Dulac 
youth,  Tommy  and  Kerry,  are 
pictured. 


Dulac  Community  Center  provides  first  school  experiences  for 
these  pre-school  children. 


Dulac:  Background  and  Update 


1992  marks  the  sixtieth  year  of 
continuous  Methodist  missionary 
work  with  Native  Americans  in  Du¬ 
lac,  Louisiana.  A  plot  of  land  had 
been  purchased  and  set  aside  for  the 
Native  Americans  by  a  Methodist 
entity  in  1882.  No  school  of  any 
kind  was  available  for  the  Native 
American  children.  Miss  Wilhe- 
mina  Hooper,  with  the  aid  of  volun¬ 
teer  teachers,  started  a  mission 
school  in  the  summer  of  1 932.  Miss 
Hooper,  a  Methodist  deaconess  and 
teacher,  was  requested  to  serve  in 
Dulac  for  two  months  but  remained 
for  forty-three  years.  The  Mission 
Center  that  she  established  has 
adapted  through  the  years  to  meet 
the  changing  needs  of  the  Native 
Americans  and  the  poor  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  In  addition.  Miss  Hooper 
helped  to  establish  the  Clanton 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  local  congregation  in  Dulac  in 
1935.  On  May  11,  1991,  a  new 
multi-purpose  building  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  as  the  Hooper  Memorial  Build¬ 
ing.  This  new  building  replaced  the 
facilities  that  were  destroyed  by  a 
hurricane  in  1985. 

The  Dulac  Community  Center 
serves  all  of  the  Dulac  and  Grand 
Caillou,  Louisiana  area.  Dulac  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Bayou  Grand  Caillou 
at  the  southern  end  of  Terrebonne 
Parish  at  the  edge  of  the  bayou 
marshes.  The  Dulac  Community  is 
both  geographically  and  socially 
isolated.  The  nearest  licensed  day 
care  center,  doctor,  dentist,  hospi¬ 
tal,  social  service  agency,  or  shop¬ 
ping  center  are  in  excess  of  1 6  miles 
away.  There  is  no  public  transit  sys¬ 
tem  available,  leaving  the  poor,  mi¬ 
nority  population  of  this  section  of 
the  parish  without  any  feasible  or 
dependable  means  of  transportation 
over  these  distances. 

Many  living  within  the  Dulac 
area  are  under/employed,  under/ 
educated,  and  live  at  or  below  pov¬ 
erty  level.  The  emphasis  employed 
by  the  Center  is  to  motivate  children 
for  the  school  readiness  and  then 
while  in  school  help  complete  their 
education.  The  Center,  through  the 
new  programs  being  planned,  will 
become  more  effective  in  reaching 
and  meeting  the  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Program  Information 

During  1992,  with  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  renovation  and  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  facilities,  the  Center 
plans  to  offer  a  wide  range  of  pro¬ 
grams  to  the  community.  The  areas 
of  concentration  addressed  are: 
education,  recreation,  social  ser¬ 
vices,  and  programs  that  will  be  put 
in  place. 

Brief  Synopsis  Of  Programs 
And  Overall  Goals 
For  Each  Child 
Advocacy  Program 

Mary  Bergeron,  who  has  been  the 
Child  Advocate  of  the  past  three 
years,  has  developed  several  mini-pro- 
grams  to  help  parents  become  better 
advocates  for  their  children.  The 
program  has  also  included  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  Native  American  as 


the  Child  Advocate  Aide  and  is  as¬ 
sisting  her  in  attending  Nicholls 
State  University. 

*  Within  the  Parenting  Education 
Classes,  topics  are  addressed  at 
meetings  in  homes  within  the  com¬ 
munity. 

*  Within  the  Families  in  Focus 
facet,  the  Child  Advocate  and  the 
Executive  Director  facilitates  fam¬ 
ily  meetings  in  order  to  help  them 
work  together  and  to  assist  them  to 
become  a  more  healthy  family. 

*  Within  Parents  As  Teachers, 
support  is  offered  to  parents  in  their 
roles  as  their  child’s  first  teacher. 
Parents  are  taught  to  recognize  the 
various  stages  of  development  and 
ways  to  interact  with  their  children 
to  enhance  their  development. 

The  Child  Advocacy  Program  is 
made  available  through  a  grant  se¬ 
cured  by  the  Women’s  and  National 
Divisions  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  through  des¬ 
ignated  donations. 

The  Community  Girls'  Club 

*  The  Community  Girls'  Club  has 
taken  part  in  several  community 
projects  at  the  Center,  including; 
the  Super  Summer  Children’s  Pro¬ 
gram,  a  Native  American  Fashion 
Show,  a  Fall  Carnival,  and  Beautifi¬ 
cation  Programs.  The  Community 
Girl’s  Club  has  been  in  existence  for 
over  four  years  and  has  been  well 
received  by  the  teenage  girls  in  the 
area.  The  overall  goals  of  Girl’s 
Club  are:  1 )  to  help  adolescent  girls 
develop  a  better  sense  of  self-es¬ 
teem,  self-sufficiency,  motivation 
and  leadership,  and  2)  to  give  them 
an  optimistic  view  of  the  future  to 
make  them  aware  of  their  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  themselves  and  to  their 
community  in  order  to  fit  into  the 
mainstream  of  life.  The  Girls’  Club 
was  supported  during  1991  and  the 
beginning  of  1992,  by  a  grant  re¬ 
ceived  through  the  General  Board’s 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 
During  1992,  direct  gifts  and  fund 
raising  projects  are  being  carried 
out  by  the  Girls’  Club  in  order  to 
maintain  the  program  costs. 

The  Emergency  Food  Bank 

*  The  Emergency  Food  Bank  has 
doubled  the  number  of  families  be¬ 
ing  serviced.  The  overall  goal  for 
the  Emergency  Food  Bank  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  basic  foods  for  a  family  for  a 
week  in  the  case  of  an  emergency, 
loss  of  wages,  or  the  lapse  in  time 
for  food  stamps.  The  bulk  of  the 
food  is  provided  through  Terre¬ 
bonne  Churches  United  and  the 
Center  serves  as  a  site  distribution 
center.  During  many  weeks 
throughout  the  year,  the  Food  Bank 
services  four  to  six  families  each 
week.  After  moving  into  the  new 
building,  the  Food  Bank  serves  any¬ 
where  from  ten  to  twenty-nine  fam¬ 
ilies  covering  a  radius  of  about  ten 
miles. 

The  Christmas  Gifts  Program 

*  During  the  Christmas  Gifts  Pro¬ 
gram,  over  300  children  and  adults 
were  given  gifts,  clothing,  and  toys, 


through  the  Center  with  assistance 
from  the  Houma  Oil  Wives  Club 
and  numerous  gifts  and  donations 
from  churches  and  individuals. 

New  Programs  began  after  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  new  facility. 

*  The  Super  Summer  Children’s 
Program  served  177  children  and 
volunteers  in  1991.  The  overall 
goals  for  the  Super  Summer  ’92  En¬ 
richment  Program  are:  1)  to  pro¬ 
vide  child  care  experiences  for  the 
children  in  K-8th  grades,  2)  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  wholesome  and  fun  filled 
educational  summer  continuance, 
and  3)  to  provide  a  summer  recre¬ 
ational  experience.  For  five  weeks 
during  the  summer,  the  Center  will 
become  the  feeding  site,  being  made 
possible  through  the  Terrebonne 
Parish  Government.  This  program 
will  provide  breakfast  and  lunch  for 
up  to  150  children  and  youth  and 
will  provide  bus  transportation  to 
the  Center.  This  will  give  the  Center 
local  support  to  get  the  summer  off 
to  a  good  start. 

*  The  Head  Start  Program  began 
October  1991  through  the  coopera¬ 
tive  effort  with  LaFourche  City / 
Parish  Government.  The  overall 
goal  for  the  Head  Start  Program  is 
to  provide  the  needed  assistance  for 
Native  American  and  disadvan¬ 
taged  four  year  olds  in  preparation 
for  readiness  in  school.  For  the 
most  part,  this  will  be  the  first  orga¬ 
nized  instruction  for  these  children. 
The  program  began  serving  20  four 
year  old  children.  The  program  has 
struggled  due  to  the  lack  of  trans¬ 
portation.  The  Center  is  now  mak¬ 
ing  an  attempt  to  raise  funds  to 
purchase  a  mini-bus  or  large  van. 

*  The  Day  Care  and  Early  Child¬ 
hood  Development  Program  has  be¬ 
gun  with  limited  finances.  The 
overall  goals  for  the  Day  Care  and 
Early  Childhood  Development  Pro¬ 
gram  are:  1)  to  have  a  wholesome 
place  for  parents  to  leave  their  chil¬ 
dren  while  they  are  either  taking 
classes,  training  for  a  career,  or  be¬ 
ginning  new  jobs  and  2)  to  assist  in 
preparation  of  disadvantaged  and 
low-income  children  for  school 
readiness. 

*  Another  new  program  that  will 
be  carried  out  this  summer  is  Proj¬ 
ect  Grow.  This  project  will  consist 
of  youth  planting  small  gardens  for 
the  elderly  of  the  community  and 
making  fresh  food  available  for 
them.  The  program  is  based  on  the 
old  axiom  of  not  just  giving  some¬ 
one  a  fish  but  rather  train  him  how 
to  fish.  Project  Grow  will  assist  in 
training  young  people  how  to  plant, 
give  food  to  the  hungry,  and  bring 
dignity,  self-worth  and  pride  into 
working  with  these  cross-genera¬ 
tional  individuals.  This  will  be  a 
self  help  program  that  other  youth 
groups  will  be  able  to  replicate  in 
their  own  neighborhoods.  Other 
programs  will  be  started  or  expand¬ 
ed  as  funds  become  available. 

The  Following  Programs 
Will  Be  Placed  Into  Action 
As  Funds  Become  Available. 

ADULT  EDUCATION  PRO¬ 
GRAM.  The  overall  goal  for  the 


Adult  Education  Program  is  to  meet 
the  educational  needs  of  the  young 
as  well  as  older  adults  within  our 
community.  The  program  will  in¬ 
clude:  basic  literacy  classes,  devel¬ 
opmental  classes  for  those  adults 
who  fall  below  the  eighth  grade 
comprehension,  classes  leading  to¬ 
ward  a  GED  diploma,  Teen  Parent¬ 
ing  classes  (possible  on-site  center 
for  Nicholls  State  University  Pro¬ 
grams),  and  classes  in  career  train¬ 
ing. 

RECREATION  PROGRAM. 

The  overall  goals  for  the  Recrea¬ 
tion/Sports  Programs  are:  1)  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  full  range  of  recreational 
experiences  for  the  whole  family,  2) 
to  assist  children  and  youth  in  the 
assimilation  toward  mainstream  ex¬ 
tracurricular  activities,  and  3)  to  set 
forth  a  spirit  of  cooperation. 

MEETSE  —  YOUTH  ENRICH¬ 
MENT  PROGRAM.  The  overall 
goals  for  the  program  are:  1 )  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  wide  range  of  experiences  for 
youth  in:  tutoring,  recreation,  field 
trips,  special  events,  inspiring  top¬ 
ics,  and  keynote  speakers  from  the 
area  and  2)  to  enable,  empower, 
and  inspire  -young  people  toward 
self-improvement  and  self-determi¬ 
nation. 

CHILDREN’S  AFTER  SCHOOL 
ENRICHMENT  PROGRAM.  The 
overall  goals  for  the  After  School 
Enrichment  Program  are:  1)  to  as¬ 
sist  children  in  having  a  good  expe¬ 
rience  in  tutoring,  homework  assis¬ 
tance,  and  recreation,  2)  to  assist 
adult  and  youth  tutors  in  a  learning 
experience,  and  3)  to  give  children 
hands  on  experience  with  comput¬ 
ers  and  a  sense  of  accomplishment. 

SENIOR  ADULT  PROGRAM. 

The  overall  goals  for  the  Senior 
Adult  Program  are:  1)  to  assist  the 
elderly  in  food  preparation  and  in 
emergency  assistance,  2)  to  have  an 
outlet  for  fellowship  and  compan¬ 
ionship,  3)  to  provide  exercise  and 
recreational  experiences,  and  4)  to 
direct  the  elderly  to  needed  services 
available  to  them  through  other 
agencies. 

Additional  programs  are  being 
considered  at  this  time  to  begin  in  the 
near  future,  such  as:  a  Case  Man¬ 
agement  Program,  Home  Repair  and 
Weatherization,  Arts  and  Crafts 
Programs,  Economic  Development 
Programs,  and  so  on. 

As  of  March,  the  Center  has 
scheduled  twelve  work  groups  to  be 
utilized  throughout  the  year.  Work 
camps  can  be  set  up  anytime 
through  the  year  for  either  youth  or 
adults.  The  Center  welcomes  any¬ 
one  or  any  group  to  call  and  set  up  a 
tour  anytime  during  the  year. 

Dulac  continues  as  a  National 
and  Conference  Advance  Special. 
Your  support  is  needed  more  than 
ever  to  secure  the  funding  to  produce 
quality  programming.  Thank  you 
for  your  continued  prayers  and  sup¬ 
port. 


Goals  Of  Services  Provided 


1.  To  improve  the  quality  of 
life  for  those  living  in  the  Dulac 
Community.  To  evaluate  and  as¬ 
sess  the  needs  of  low-to-moder- 
ate  income  families  living  in  the 
Dulac  Community. 

2.  To  meet  the  educational, 
economic,  and  social  needs  of  the 
community.  To  assist  in  the 
meeting  the  needs  of  these  fam¬ 
ilies,  by  providing  the  facilities 
and  environment  needed  for 
change. 

3.  To  develop  community 
pride  and  self-reliance.  To  devel¬ 
op  effective  programs  which  will 
facilitate  these  families  through 
age-group  activities,  projects, 
and  programs. 

4.  To  prepare  the  people  of 
Dulac  to  function  more  effective¬ 


ly  in  the  mainstream  community. 
To  cooperate  and  collaborate 
with  other  social  service  agen¬ 
cies,  schools,  churches,  and  local 
governmental  bodies  forming  co¬ 
alitions  which  will  work  together 
in  programming  in  order  to  meet 
the  needs  assessed. 

5.  To  meet  the  spiritual  needs 
of  individuals  by  introducing 
them  to  the  Love,  Forgiveness, 
and  Hope  that  is  only  found  in 
God.  Spiritual  needs  will  be  met 
through  the  reflections  of 
Christ’s  mission  implemented 
through  the  Center  by  means  of 
interacting  with  local  congrega¬ 
tions  and  other  churches  that  as¬ 
sist  through  visits,  extended 
mission  projects,  tours  and  other 
types  of  support. 


Wish  List 


Nursery  Supplies 
Rocking  Chairs 
Crib  Blankets  and  Sheets 
Twin  Mattresses 
Home  Furniture 
Refrigerators  (all  sizes) 
Small  Microwave  Oven 
Kitchen  Equipment 


Office  and  School  Supplies 
Televisions 
VCR  and  Tapes 
Soft  Drink  Machine 
Folding  Chairs  and  Tables 
Recreational  Equipment 
Puzzles  and  Games 
Small  Car 


Cooking  Utensils 
Ice  Machine 
Room  Size  Rugs 
Building  Materials 
Pickup  Truck 
Van  and/or  Mini  Bus 
Garden  Equipment 
Hand  Power  Tools 


A  more  thorough  list  can  be  obtained  by  request.  Items  can  be  do¬ 
nated  and  be  delivered  to  the  Center.  It  may  be  more  practical  for 
some  to  send  a  check  designating  which  items  you  prefer.  A  thought 
to  remember:  Items  that  you  have  not  used  for  months  or  years  may 
be  able  to  be  used  by  others  tomorrow. 


Dulac  Community  Center 
P.O.  Box  101 
Dulac,  LA  70353 

ITEMS  NEEDED 


Crayons 
Blackboards 
Used  School  Books 

Baby  Beds 
Diapers 
Sleep  Mats 
Coloring  Books 
Shelves 

•School  Bus 
•Small  Car 


Needs  for  After-school  Program 

Coloring  Books  Wipe-off  Boards 

Children’s  Books  Pencils 

Computers  Construction  Paper 

Needs  for  Day  Care  Program 
Changing  Tables  Play  Pens 

Diaper  Hampers  Toy  Boxes 

Baby  Swings  Children’s  Books 

Small  Tables  Small  Chairs 


Vehicles  Needed! 

•Passenger  Van  *Mini-Van 

•Pick-up  Truck 


I  Want  To  Make  An  Impact! 


Name 


.  Telephone  - 


Address  _ 


City 


State 


Zip. 


Enclosed  is  my  donation  for: 

PROGRAM  NEEDS . $- 


Child  Advocacy  Program  $  _ 

Community  Girls’  Club  $  - 

Emergency  Food  Bank  $  _ 

Day  Care  Program  $ . 

Head  Start  Program  $ . 

Super  Summer  Enrichment  $  - 

Project  Grow  $  - 

MEETSE  —  Youth  Enrichment  $  - 
Christmas  Gifts  Program  $  . 


STAFF  DEVELOPMENT  . $  - 


Position 

Program 


Salary  Assistance  $  - 

Staff  Expansion  $  - 

Staff  Benefits/Bonus  $  - 

(Insurance,  Day  Care  Assistance,  etc.) 

BUILDING  and  RENOVATION . $  - 


Renovate  Old  Flooded  Building  $  — 

Renovate  Staff  &  Volunteer  Housing  $  _ 
Purchase  Equipment  and  Furnishings  $  _ 


TRANSPORTATION . S - 

Purchase  of  Vehicles,  Vans,  and  Bus  $ - 

MEMORIAL  GIFT  •  . $ - 

HONORARIUM  GIFT  * . $ - 

SPECIAL  GIFTS  CLUB  . $ - 

SUSTAINED  GIVING . S - 

□  Monthly  □  Quarterly  □  Annually 

ENDOWMENT  FUND ...  The  Gift  That  Keeps  On  Giving ...  $ - 

TOTAL  . $ - 


'  In  Honor/Memory  of 


THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  IMPACT! 


"i  r  ■  i.’i  HprJ 

JMTED 
METHODIST 


General  Conference 


CHURCH 


NUMBER  49 


LOUISIANA  UNITED 
METHODIST 

Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Bo*  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Top  UMC  Legislative  Body 
To  Vote  On  Issues  And  Goals 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cotfrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

MAY  1 ,  1992 


Words  of  Wisdom 
From  A 

Retiring  Bishop 


I  have  just  finished  reading  an  interview  with  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons 
of  the  Ohio  West  Area.  Bishop  Ammons  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1976  and  is  retiring  this  coming  fall.  You  may  remember  that  Bishop 
Ammons  was  the  speaker  for  our  Day  of  Reconciliation  and  Unity  that 
brought  over  600  Louisiana  United  Methodist  clergy  and  laity  together 
to  deal  with  racial  inclusion  in  the  church.  I  am  still  getting  responses  to 
that  Call  to  Reconciliation  and  Unity  that  was  held  almost  two  years 
ago. 

Bishop  Ammons  was  recently  interviewed  for  Newscope,  a  national 
weekly  newsletter  edited  by  the  staff  of  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House.  In  this  interview,  Bishop  Ammons  was  asked  the  following 
questions:  “If  you  were  just  entering  the  episcopacy,  knowing  what  you 
now  know,  what  would  you  do  differently?”  His  response  caught  my  at¬ 
tention.  Bishop  Ammons  said,  “I  think  I  might  pay  less  attention  to  the 
critics  and  worry  less  about  the  church  (which  is  surely  ‘of  God  and  will 
be  until  the  end  of  time’).”  He  further  said  that  he  “would  set  aside  more 
personal  time  for  clergy  and  lay  groups  for  discussion  of  the  issues  in  the 
life  of  the  area  and  in  the  church.” 

Bishop  Ammons  also  responded  to  the  question,  “What  is  the  single 
greatest  crisis  facing  the  church  today?”  by  saying  that  it  is  the  fact  that 
many  of  our  clergy  and  laity  have  lost  the  sense  of  connection  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Further,  that  “the  greatest  threat  to  our  fu¬ 
ture  is  an  absence  of  vision,  which  means  an  absence  of  both  passion  for 
Christ  and  compassion  for  the  world.” 

Bishop  Ammons  is  a  good  friend  and  a  person  to  whom  I  listen.  His 
words  carry  wisdom.  I  will  try  to  remember  them  and  take  them  serious¬ 
ly  during  the  coming  quadrennium. 


Laaiudcu 


Focus  on  General  Conference  —  1992 

Ministry  Report  Will  Bring 
Sweeping  Changes  If  Passed 


(Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  seventh 
in  a  series  of  articles  that  focus  on  is¬ 
sues  to  be  voted  upon  at  the  General 
Conference  that  begins  Tuesday, 
May  5.  Bishop  William  Oden  wrote 
this  commentary. 

The  1988  General  Conference 
asked  that  the  Commission  for  the 
Study  of  Ministry  continue  through 
this  quadrennium  with  some 
changes  in  the  makeup  of  the  Study 
Commission.  The  Commission  has 
served  as  a  catalyst  to  help  the 
church  focus  on  issues  related  to 
ministry. 

The  Commission  has  produced  a 
52-page  Report  which  will  come  be¬ 
fore  the  1992  General  Conference. 
The  Report  begins  with  a  strong 
statement  describing  the  nature  of 
the  church  as  the  Body  of  Christ 
that  is  gathered  through  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  This  Holy  Spirit 
empowers  the  church’s  ministry, 
sends  it  into  the  world,  and  as  the 
scriptures  testify,  bestows  on  every 
Christian  gifts  of  ministry. 

The  Report  affirms  that  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  of  the  church  be¬ 
longs  to  all  the  people  of  God  —  the 
laos.  Further,  the  Report  states  that 
all  ministry  flows  out  of  the  mission 
of  the  church  which  is  called  to  be 
the  instrument  of  the  good  news  of 
grace  to  all  people. 

God  Calls 

Within  the  ministry  of  the  whole 
people,  God  calls  and  the  church 
chooses  persons  to  be  consecrated, 
ordained  or  commissioned  for  spe¬ 
cific  ministries  in  both  the  church 
and  the  world. 

From  this  beginning,  the  body  of 
the  Report  deals  with  the  nature, 
function  and  theological  justifica¬ 
tion  of  the  representative  ministry. 

The  terms  “general”  and  “repre¬ 
sentative”  ministry  are  still  not 
widely  or  clearly  understood  in  the 
life  of  the  church.  Thus,  the  major 
proposal  of  the  Report  is  a  bit  con¬ 
fusing  to  many  people. 

The  terms,  however,  are  used  in 
the  current  Discipline.  For  example, 
paragraph  108  of  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  states  “Within  the  people  of 
God,  there  are  those  called  to  the 
representative  ministry  —  ordained 
and  diaconal.” 

Replace  Diaconal  Ministers 

The  Report  calls  for  the  creation 


Sarah  Anders  pets  a  little  black  goat  at  Sunday  school  in  First  UMC, 
Ruston,  while  her  friends  wait  their  turns. 

Animals  at  Sunday  School 
Inspire  Ruston  Children 
To  Aid  World's  Hungry 


United  Methodists  from  around 
the  world  will  gather  in  Louisville 
for  the  next  two  weeks,  May  5-15  to 
explore  new  opportunities  for  min¬ 
istry  and  mission,  address  theologi¬ 
cal  and  social  issues  and 
organizational  concerns. 

Louisiana  Conference  will  be  rep¬ 
resented  as  part  of  the  8.9  million 
members  of  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico.  About  one  million 
members  from  Europe,  Africa  and 
the  Philippines  also  will  send  dele¬ 
gates.  The  1992  conference  will  in¬ 
clude  more  delegates  from  outside 
the  United  States  than  usual  and  a 
slightly  higher  number  of  women 
and  ethnic  minorities  from  the 
United  States. 

As  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body,  General  Conference  is  the 
only  group  that  speaks  officially  for 
the  denomination.  Its  998  delegates 
• —  half  clergy  and  half  lay  —  are 
elected  by  conferences  around  the 
world,  based  on  membership.  The 
actions  of  each  General  Conference 
are  published  in  revised  books  of 
Discipline  and  Resolutions,  which 
guide  the  church’s  life  and  work  for 
another  four  years. 

Bishop  William  Oden  will  be 
among  the  active  and  retired  bishops 
who  will  participate  in  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Ministerial  delegates,  repre¬ 
senting  Louisiana  will  be  Dr.  Alfred 
L.  Norris,  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  who  is  president  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta;  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland, 
superintendent  of  Monroe  District; 
the  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  su¬ 


perintendent  of  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict;  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
superintendent  of  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict;  the  Rev.  William  D.  Peeples, 
pastor  First  UMC,  West  Monroe, 
and  the  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  Slidell. 

Lay  delegates  are  Paul  D.  White 
of  Alexandria;  Dr.  Nancy  M.  Car- 
ruth  of  Bunkie;  John  T.  Porter  of 
Shreveport;  Hubert  Blanchard  of 
Sulphur;  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump  of 
New  Orleans  and  Amy  Ward  of 
New  Orleans.  Alternate  delegates 
will  be  the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  of 
Ruston  and  Carolyn  Dove  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  conference  will  open  Tues¬ 
day  with  Holy  Communion.  During 
the  first  four  days,  delegates  will 
meet  in  12  legislative  committees  to 
consider  2,300  petitions  from  indi¬ 
viduals,  groups,  local  churches,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  churchwide 
agencies.  On  May  1 1 ,  they  will  be¬ 
gin  meeting  as  one  body  to  approve 
or  reject  the  petitions. 

The  episcopal  address  will  be  by 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  White 
Plains,  N.Y.  The  address  reflects  in¬ 
put  of  all  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  including  Oden. 

Laity  address  will  be  by  Ruth 
Galloway  Farish  of  Tulsa,  chosen  in 
competition  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leaders. 

In  recent  surveys  top  issues 
ranked  by  delegates  were  homosex¬ 
uality,  the  ordering  of  ministry,  fi¬ 
nances,  a  study  of  baptism  and 
questions  of  church  structure. 


of  a  new  order  of  consecrated  lay 
deacon.  This  is  a  significant  change 
in  the  ordering  of  ministry  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
would  eliminate  the  deacon  as  an 
ordained  office.  It  would  also  re¬ 
move  it  as  a  first  ordination  prior  to 
the  ordination  of  elder.  The  conse¬ 
crated  lay  deacon  would  replace  the 
diaconal  minister. 

Deacons  would  be  elected  as  lay 
members  of  the  annual  conference. 
Their  count  would  be  neutral  in  the 
equalization  between  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  to  determine  the  members  of  an 
annual  conference  session.  The  or¬ 
dination  of  deacons  would  then  be 
totally  eliminated  with  candidates 
for  elder  serving  “on  probation”  be¬ 
fore  being  eligible  for  ordination. 

If  the  Study  Report  is  accepted, 
there  will  be  two  alternate  routes 
available  into  the  order  of  elder  — 
(1)  a  bachelor  and  a  seminary  de¬ 
gree  plus  a  minimum  of  two  years 
of  full-time  service  or  (2)  the  Five 
Year  Course  of  Study  plus  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  four  years  of  full-time  ser¬ 
vice.  Our  theological  education 
leaders  have  been  quite  critical  of 
this  recommendation  believing  that 
it  de-emphasizes  the  significance  of 
the  seminary  route.  Also,  the  cate¬ 
gory  “associate  membership”  will 
be  done  away  with  as  local  pastors 
who  qualify  as  elders  will  be  elected 
into  full  conference  membership. 

Voting  Privileges 

The  study  recommends  that  full¬ 
time  and  part-time  local  pastors  as 
well  as  elder  candidates  on  proba¬ 
tion  be  granted  voting  privileges  at 
annual  conference  except  in  matters 
relating  to  constitutional  amend¬ 
ments,  election  of  delegates  to  Gen¬ 
eral  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences, 
and  matters  of  ordination,  character 
and  conference  relations  of  clergy. 

Local  pastors  will  have  sacramen¬ 
tal  authority  in  their  assigned 
charges  with  the  approval  of  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  and  bishop; 
this  offers  no  change  from  the  pres¬ 
ent  requirements. 

Also,  “annual  appointment”  will 
replace  the  word  “guaranteed  ap¬ 
pointment"  in  paragraph  223.2  in 
order  to  make  our  Discipline  totally 
consistent  in  language.  Some  argue 
that  this  could  mean  an  end  to  the 
“guaranteed  appointment”  of  our 
clergy.  This  is  not  actually  the  case 


Children  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Rus¬ 
ton  won’t  soon  forget  the  day  the 
animals  came  to  Sunday  school.  It 
isn’t  every  week  that  one  sees  live 
pigs,  rabbits,  chickens  and  goats  at 
the  church! 

The  Confirmation  Class  had 
adopted  the  Heifer  Project  Interna¬ 
tional  as  their.project.  They  got  the 
entire  Sunday  school  involved  in 
collecting  a  special  Lenten  Offering. 

The  unique  project  was  launched 
when  the  animals  visited  Sunday 
school.  When  the  boys  and  girls  ar¬ 
rived  they  had  the  little,  live  ani¬ 
mals  to  pet.  Each  class  selected  the 
one  they  liked  best  and  set  a  mone¬ 
tary  goal  to  enable  them  to  purchase 
the  food-producing  animal  for  a 
family  in  need. 

Through  the  project  an  animal  is 
given  to  a  family  who  must  then 
pass  on  their  gift  by  giving  another 


family  the  first  female  offspring  of 
the  animal. 

Members  of  Trinity’s  Confirma¬ 
tion  Class  planned  a  May  visit  to 
the  Heifer  Project  International 
Educational  Center  and  Ranch  in 
Little  Rock.  They  are  to  get  a  first¬ 
hand  look  at  the  mission  project 
and  deliver  the  money  collected. 

They  will  see  houses  constructed 
to  look  like  the  homes  of  persons  in 
Africa,  Guatemala  and  America 
where  the  animals  might  be  sent. 
They  will  also  see  the  sheep  and 
other  animals  raised  at  the  ranch. 
Through  the  project  children  and 
adults  can  work  to  alleviate  hunger 
and  poverty  in  the  world.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  one  of  the 
largest  contributors  to  Heifer  Proj¬ 
ect  International. 

To  find  out  how  to  get  involved 
in  a  similar  project  in  one’s  own 
church  call  1-800-422-0474. 


Faculty  members  for  the  recent  Shreveport  District  Lay  Speaker 
School  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  were,  STANDING,  FROM 
LEFT,  Dr.  Dale  Hensarling,  Dr.  David  Otto,  Dr.  Wilson  Brent,  Dr.  L. 
Ray  Branton  and  A.  J.  Williams,  and  SEATED,  FROM  LEFT,  Cheryl 
Nelson,  Anna  Jackson,  Cheryl  Gillespie  and  Dr.  Selcy  S.  Collins. 

Houma  Indians  at  Dulac 
Are  United  Methodists 

Are  Our  Churches  Family  Friendly?  Cherished  by  Conference 


Family  Week  will  be  celebrated 
next  week,  May  3-10.  The  theme  for 
the  year  is  “Recapturing  the  One¬ 
ness:  Spirituality  and  Sexuality.” 

Family  Week  is  a  time  to  focus  on 
families  in  congregations  and  com¬ 
munities.  Provided  are  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  celebrate,  to  assess  our 
ministries  with  families  and  to  re¬ 
new  our  commitment  to  facilitate 
the  health  and  wholeness  of  fam¬ 
ilies. 

One  aim  of  the  observance  is  for 
us  as  people  of  God  to  celebrate  the 
oneness  of  spirit  and  flesh.  From 
God  we  have  been  given  the  gifts  of 
spirituality  and  sexuality.  The  im¬ 
portance  and  sacredness  of  the  gifts 
need  to  be  conveyed  to  families,  the 
church  and  the  community. 

Family  Week,  which  culminates 
with  Mothers  Day  on  May  10,  is 
sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  which  has  given 
churches  some  questions  to  ponder: 

■  Is  our  congregation  family 
friendly? 

■  Do  families  feel  affirmed  and 


welcomed  here? 

■  What  messages  are  communi¬ 
cated  to  families  by  our  worship 
styles?  our  greeters?  our  programs? 
our  response  to  crisis? 

■  How  do  our  programs  and  ac¬ 
tivities  enrich  family  life? 

■  What  do  we  provide  for  par¬ 
ents  that  will  help  them  with  the 
nurture  of  the  Christian  faith  at 
home? 

■  Do  all  members  feel  included 
when  there  is  an  announcement  for 
a  family  activity  or  program? 

A  suggested  project  for  local 
churches  is  to  conduct  a  workshop 
on  issues  related  to  sexuality  which 
inhibit  wholeness  and  wellness.  A 
part  of  the  project  would  be  to  try 
to  raise  consciousness  of  sexual 
abuse,  sexual  harassment,  incest 
and  the  harmful  dynamics  inflicted 
on  families  and  communities.  Out¬ 
come  of  such  a  project  would  be  to 
assist  members  in  understanding 
the  problems  and  why  the  church 
must  be  concerned. 


as  the  Discipline  currently  has  a 
process  through  which  pastors  do 
not  have  to  be  reappointed. 

The  study  does  make  a  sharp  dis¬ 
tinction  between  deacon  and  elder.  It 
links  the  ordination  of  elder  to  the 
administration  of  the  sacraments  of 
baptism  and  Holy  Communion. 
Also,  elders  are  under  “episcopal  ap¬ 
pointment"  and  will  be  available  for 
itineracy.  Deacons  will  not  itinerate, 
but  their  “special  assignments”  must 
be  approved  by  the  bishop. 

Mixed  Reviews 

The  study  has  met  with  mixed  re¬ 
views.  Questions  have  been  raised 
from  a  number  of  sources  about  the 
unordained,  “consecrated”  lay  dea¬ 
con.  This  constitutes  a  move  away 
from  the  historic  apostolic  tradition 


as  well  as  the  current  ecumenical 
conversations. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  study 
will  be  intensely  debated  at  General 
Conference.  If  it  is  passed,  it  will 
mean  sweeping  changes  in  our  min¬ 
istry.  If  it  is  not  passed,  we  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  wrestle  with  issues  that 
have  been  before  our  church  for  at 
least  40  years.  In  either  case,  the 
work  of  this  commission  gives  the 
church  concrete  concepts  and  theo¬ 
logical  issues  to  consider. 

These  are  not  issues  easily  settled. 
In  fact,  it  took  the  early  church 
around  300  years  to  develop  a  con¬ 
sensus  on  its  ordering  of  ministry. 
These  are  issues  at  the  heart  of  our 
identity  and  should  not  be  settled 
unless  there  is  a  strong  consensus 
around  them. 


Native  American  Awareness  Sun¬ 
day,  May  3,  is  a  time  for  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  to  remem¬ 
ber  Clanton  UM  Chapel  in  Dulac. 
The  congregation  is  comprised  of 
about  100  members  of  the  Houma 
Nation  or  persons  who  have  mar¬ 
ried  Houmas.  The  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Kirby  Verret  is  also  a  Houma  Indi¬ 
an  and  is  tribal  chairman  of  the 
Houma  Nation. 

On  Good  Friday,  Verret  literally 
took  up  the  cross  along  with  other 
ministers  of  the  community  who 
participated  in  the  Way  of  the 
Cross,  an  enactment  he  originated 
last  year.  “In  Texas  I  had  seen  a 
man  carrying  a  cross  along  the  road 
and  I  couldn’t  get  that  image  out  of 
my  mind,”  he  said. 

The  clergymen,  including  Roman 
Catholic  and  Baptists,  carried  a 
cross  from  church  to  church  to  re¬ 
mind  residents  of  the  suffering  of 
Jesus. 

Opelousas  UMC  Helps 

That  same  day  and  the  previous 
one,  young  people  and  adults  from 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  in  Ope¬ 
lousas,  where  the  Rev.  James  H. 
Humphreys  is  pastor,  were  on  a 
work  camp  in  Dulac  to  paint  (inside 
and  outside)  and  help  refurbish  the 
church.  Mary  Humphries,  youth 
leader,  and  Maxie  Sonnier,  mis¬ 
sions  chairman,  led  the  group. 

“Everybody  there  was  so  excited 
about  our  being  there,"  Humphries 
said.  “It  was  the  first  time  for  this 
kind  of  thing  for  any  of  us.  We  went 
right  to  work.” 

She  said  that  in  the  evening  the 
visitors  and  the  Dulac  members  had 
"a  very  special  worship  service”  in 
Clanton  Chapel  and  then  the  Indian 
youths  and  those  from  the  Opelou¬ 
sas  church  had  recreation  together 
and  “started  bonding.”  The  next 
day  they  all  worked  together  and 
participated  in  the  Way  of  the  Cross 


together.  “That’s  the  only  way  when 
we  consider  everyone  our  brothers 
and  sisters  —  we  work  together, 
play  together,  eat  and  pray  togeth¬ 
er,”  Verret  said. 

Easter  Was  Special 

The  Opelousas  group  returned 
home  for  Easter.”After  that  time  at 
Dulac,  I  had  the  most  special  Easter 
1  had  ever  experienced  because  of 
having  been  there,”  Humphries 
said. 

Work  camps  of  persons  from  all 
over  the  United  States  go  to  the 
chapel  and  the  Dulac  Community 
Center  across  the  street  from  the 
chapel.  The  center,  whose  director 
is  the  Rev.  Robin  K.  Thompson, 
has  long  been  a  project  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Women. 

Social  services  are  provided  and  a 
Head  Start  program  is  held  at  the 
mission  where  recreational  activi¬ 
ties  also  are  conducted. 

The  chapel  operates  a  day-care 
center  and  on  Thursday  evenings 
teenagers  teach  younger  children  to 
read  the  Bible.  Worship  services  are 
held  on  Sunday  morning  and  eve¬ 
ning  and  Wednesday  evening.  An 
on-going  fund-raising  project  is  the 
cooking  Dulac  members  do  at 
churches  where  they  are  invited. 

The  Dulac  community  has  been 
hard-hit  by  the  economic  downturn 
in  Louisiana  and  many  members 
are  unemployed.  Medical  facilities 
are  at  least  22  miles  away  and  some 
people  lack  transportation. 

A  portion  of  the  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday  collection  taken 
in  Louisiana  UMC  churches  will  go 
to  the  chapel  and  the  mission  in 
Dulac. 

There  are  approximately  17,500 
Native  American  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  United  States.  Among  the 
Native  American  clergy  serving  in 
local  churches  and  other  ministries, 
20  are  seminary  graduates. 
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Healing  our  policy  battles 


For  those  experienced  in  the  ways 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
terms  "healing"  and  "General  Confer¬ 
ence”  may  not  seem  to  go  together. 

The  dissonance  may  seem  unusu¬ 
ally  sharp  over  the  next  two  weeks, 
when  998  dele¬ 
gates  will  struggle 
together  to  make 
policy  for  the  9.9- 
million-member 
denomination. 

We  think  it’s  ap¬ 
propriate  on  the  eve  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  remind  our  delegates  and 
ourselves  that  we  Christians  are  en¬ 
trusted  with  a  specific  healing  minis¬ 
try;  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 


t'lsvi'- 


The  apostle  Paul  makes  this  call¬ 
ing  clear  in  2  Corinthians  5:16-20. 
In  those  verses  he  gives  a  startling 
vision  of  a  “new  creation”:  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  grace  through  which  humans 
can  be  healed  of  their  mutual  hurts 
by  forgiving  one  another  as  God, 
through  Christ,  has  forgiven  us. 

We  commend  Paul’s  words  to  the 
General  Conference,  to  the  whole 
church  for  whom  only  the  General 
Conference  can  act  and  speak,  and 
to  any  local  congregation  facing  dif¬ 
ficult  decisions.  Paul  writes: 


“We  regard  no  one  from  a  human 
point  of  view.” 

“Human  point  of  view”  assumes 
winners  and  losers,  conquerors  and 
conquered.  But  Christ  sees  all  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  worthy  of  loving  re¬ 
spect.  Striving  to  view  one  another 


with  Christ’s  eyes  builds  relation¬ 
ships  that  can  weather  dispute  with¬ 
out  disruption. 

“All  this  is  from  God  . . . 

We  sometimes  act  as  though  we 
own  our  church.  Reminding  ourselves 
that  we  are  the  clay  vessels  through 
which  God’s  extraordinary  power 
comes  can  help  us  seek  humbly  to  do 
God’s  will  rather  than  our  own. 

. .  not  counting  their  trespasses 
against  them  . . . 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  hardest 
duty  to  which.we  are  called.  Our  hu¬ 
man  hearts  want  to  bear  grudges,  to 
cling  to  the  injustices  inflicted  on  us. 
But  if  we  follow  Christ,  who  prayed 
for  forgiveness  for  even  those  who 
nailed  him  to  the  cross,  we  must  for¬ 
give  those  who  wound  us  with  words 
or  deeds — and  seek  the  forgiveness 
of  those  whom  we  wound. 

“So  we  are  ambassadors  for 
Christ . . . 

Ambassadors  are  called  upon  to 
carry  out  the  instructions  of  a  high¬ 
er  authority.  Christ’s  instructions  to 
do  as  he  did  provide  the  model  of 
reconciliation  on  which  to  pattern 
our  own  behavior: 

V  Pray  constantly  for  one  another, 
especially  before  a  time  of  decision. 

•f  Worship  regularly  with  one  an¬ 
other,  so  that  we  remain  focused  on 
the  One  whose  will  we  seek  to  do. 

/  Most  of  all,  however  much  we 
may  disagree  on  an  issue,  demon¬ 
strate  frequently  that  we  love  and 
respect  one  another  as  sisters  and 
brothers  in  Christ. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Gambling  creates  a  society  that 
sees  less  need  for  work,  less  need  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  those  around 
them.  Gambling  creates  a  society  in 


which  everything  hinges  on  luck.” 

— Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  Chi¬ 
cago  Area. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Metropolitan  Opera  singer  and 
United  Methodist  layman  John 
Anthony  may 
not  be  the  Pied 
Piper  of  Mos¬ 
cow’s  Red 
Square.  But  if 
the  position 
ever  comes 
open,  I  say  give 
him  a  shot  at  it. 
Based  on  the 
short  time  1  recently  spent  with 
him  in  Moscow,  the  barrel- 
voiced  baritone  has  two  lungs 
and  a  big  heart  up  on  any  compe¬ 
tition. 

John  and  I  were  together  in  the 
Russian  capital  during  Holy 
Week  along  with  other  United 
Methodists  preparing  to  produce, 
participate  in,  or,  in  my  case,  ob¬ 
serve  an  internationally  televised 
Easter  worship  service  (see 
UMR,  April  24). 

In  the  days  leading  up  to  the 
worship  service,  however,  John 
was  the  main  show.  With  a  smile 
and  a  laugh  that  demolished  bar¬ 
riers  of  language,  culture  and 
politics,  he  made  a  substantial 
deposit  of  good  will  in  the  Rus- 
sian-American  friendship  bank. 

But  the  most  lasting  image  of 
John  that  I  took  from  our  experi¬ 
ence  wasn’t  his  considerable  per¬ 
sonal  charm.  Rather,  it  came 
from  his  willingness  to  share  his 
enormous  gift  of  music  whenever 
and  wherever  the  opportunity 
presented  itself. 

As  he  shared  that  gift  through¬ 
out  the  week,  it  became  evident 
that,  for  John,  music  isn’t  to  be 
valued  merely  for  its  audible 
beauty.  Instead,  music  can  be  a 
force  of  spirit  that  binds  even 


Stephen  Swecker 


Faithfully 

If  God  were  a  baritone ,  He'd  sing  like  John 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

MOSCOW — United  Methodist  layman  John  Anthony  signs  an  autograph  for  a  Russian  admirer 
(left)  after  performing  "Were  You  There?"  in  Red  Square  before  the  onion  domes  of  St.  Basil's  Ca¬ 
thedral  (right).  Mr.  Anthony's  willingness  to  share  his  God-given  musical  talent  captivated  Rus¬ 
sians  and  visiting  Americans  alike. 


strangers  into  community. 

A  tear  was  seen  in  the  eye  of  an 
elderly  Russian  man  as  John 
stood  in  the  middle  of  a  church- 
sponsored  soup  kitchen  and  sang 
“Every  Time  I  Feel  the  Spirit.” 
Another  man  crossed  himself. 

The  energy  level  of  an  Easter 
morning  congregation  of  Rus¬ 
sians  and  Americans  surged  as  he 
surprised  them  with  a  soulful 
rendition  of  “Old  Man  River.” 


A  small  group  of  Slovenian 
youths  applauded  him  in  Red 
Square  and  requested  his  auto¬ 
graph  after  he  taped  “Were  You 
There”  outside  St.  Basil’s  Cathe¬ 
dral  for  broadcast  during  the 
televised  Easter  service. 

And  so  it  went  through  the 
week. 

I  know  that  John  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  Best  of  all,  though,  he’s  a 
Christian  who  has  claimed  a  gift 


that  God  has  given  him  and  uses 
it  to  do  what  God  can’t  do  with¬ 
out  people  such  as  he:  serenade 
the  rest  of  us  into  an  awareness 
that,  divided  though  we  are,  we 
really  are  part  of  one  huge  and 
divinely  diverse  family. 

If  God  were  a  baritone,  I  be¬ 
lieve  He’d  do  the  same  thing. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum  Page 
Editor  of  the  Reporter. 


How  far  should  we  go  to  put  a  'spiritual  spin'  on  public  issues?  > 


How  far  should  a  lay  person  or 
public  groups  go  in  trying  to  put  a 
“spiritual  spin”  on  issues  to  be  de¬ 
bated  or  preached  upon  in  the 
churches?  That  is  the  question  in 
my  mind  after  reading  the  editorial 
“Is  there  religious  ground  for  Earth 
Day?”  (see  UMR,  April  1 0). 

First,  1  detect  some  criticism  of 
former  U.S.  Sen.  Gaylord  Nelson’s 
packet  of  materials  dealing  with  the 
environment  which  were  sent  to  re¬ 
ligious  editors.  The  criticism  dealt 
with  the  failure  to  connect  concern 
for  the  environment  with  a  religious 
framework. 

I  was  environmental  assistant  to 
Bob  Eckhardt  in  1970  when  he  was 
serving  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  It  was  the  nation’s  first 
“Earth  Day”  and  it  was  my  respon¬ 
sibility  to  put  together  the  packets 
of  material  for  distribution  to  all 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“I  appeal  to  you,  brethren,  by  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
all  of  you  agree  and  that  there  be  no 
dissensions  among  you,  but  that 
you  be  united  in  the  same  mind  and 
the  same  judgment.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  Matthew  11:29) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  4 

Monday:  Psalms  30:4-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  30:6- 1 2 
Wednesday:  Acts  9:1-9 
Thursday:  Acts  9: 1 0-20 
Friday:  John  21:1-14 
Saturday:  John  21:15-19 
Sunday:  Revelation  5:1 1-14 


churches  in  his  district. 

At  that  time,  we  did  not  think  it 
desirable  or  proper  for  the  congress¬ 
man  to  be  “preaching”  to  his  con¬ 
stituents  as  if  they  were  his 
“congregation.”  We  believed  that 
the  proper  approach  would  be  to 
furnish  the  pastors  and  other 
church  leaders  the  facts  about  what 
was  happening  to  the  environment 
and  depend  upon  them  to  put  the 
“spiritual  spin”  to  their  congrega¬ 
tions.  After  all,  they  are  the  persons 
most  knowledgeable  as  to  which 
Scriptures  apply  best  to  the  matter 
of  stewardship  of  God’s  creation. 

Second,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
editorial,  in  listing  actions  that 
Christians  must  take  to  reclaim 
Planet  Earth,  omitted  perhaps  the 
most  important  action  of  all:  The 
absolute  necessity  to  elect  public  of¬ 
ficials  who  will  work  and  vote  for 
programs  to  clean  up  the  environ¬ 
ment.  This  applies  from  City  Hall 
to  Washington,  D.C. 

Keith  Ozsmore 
Huntsville,  Texas 

No  way! 

“Earth  Day  every  day”  lukewarm 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Lockport,  111.?  No  way!  First 
UMC  of  Lockport  has  been  taking 
care  of  God’s  precious  gift  before  it 
came  “popular”  to  do  so. 

Marsha  Getz  writes  an  article  in 
our  newsletter,  “Chimes,”  every 
month.  The  article,  entitled  “You 
Can  Make  a  Difference,”  educates 
the  congregation  on  recycling,  our 
environment,  and  simple  steps  to 
save  it,  and  to  be  aware  of  the  dam¬ 
age  we  are  doing  to  the  earth. 

Paula  Janssen  saves  the  office 
copier  paper  and  computer  paper 
that  would  normally  be  thrown  out 
and  takes  it  to  the  recycling  center. 

The  Men’s  Club  collects  newspa¬ 
pers  and  recycles  them  throughout 
the  year. 

Don  Eckman  collects  bottles  and 
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aluminum  cans.  When  someone 
asked  him  why  he  collects  bottles,  he 
said,  “I  get  more  thrills  out  of  doing 
this  than  the  presents  I  get  at  Christ¬ 
mas.  I  know  I  am  helping  this  gener¬ 
ation  and  generations  to  come.” 

Rick  Getz 

Lockport,  Illinois 

Here  are  two  ideas 

1  want  to  commend  you  for  your 
editorial,  “Is  there  religious  ground 
for  Earth  Day?”  (see  UMR,  April 
10).  The  editorial  points  out  con¬ 
cerns  and  directions  that  are  critical 
to  the  future  of  our  planet  and  peo¬ 
ple.  I  would  like  to  offer  two  more 
specific  suggestions. 

First,  there  is  that  prevailing  ten¬ 
dency  to  interpret  the  word  “do¬ 
minion,”  as  it  appears  in  certain 
translations  of  the  Creation  story  in 
Genesis,  to  mean  in  reality,  “exploi¬ 
tation.”  It  is  my  belief  that  as  long 
as  we  who  call  ourselves  by  the 
name  of  Christ  continue  to  believe, 
act  upon,  and/or  abet  the  proposi¬ 
tion  that  nature/Creation  has  no 
reason  for  existence  save  to  serve 
our  often  selfish  ends,  we  can  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  little  healing  in  the  eco¬ 
logical  sphere. 

Second,  I  believe  we  need  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  reasons  for  our  neglect  of 
a  “personal  relationship  with  Cre¬ 
ation”  . . .  and  the  source  of  that 
Creation.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  way 
out  of  our  ecological  disaster  is  a 
deeply  personal  spiritual  matter  that 
touches  the  very  core  of  my  beliefs 
and  actions  as  a  Christian  pilgrim. 

I  don’t  believe  that  I  can  have  a 
personal  relationship  with  Christ 
without  also  having  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  God  who  created 
this  world  and  who  is  reflected  in 
this  world  today,  and  who  did  not 
nor  does  not  stop  revealing  truth 
and  love  to  me. 

Perhaps  if  the  writers  and  signers  of 
the  “Memphis  Declaration”  had 
shown  some  recognition  of  this  other. 
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maybe  even  “prior  personal  relation¬ 
ship,”  I  could  now  better  appreciate 
their  concerns,  rather  than  being  dis¬ 
appointed  by  their  narrow  interpreta¬ 
tions  and  selective  “literalisms”  of 
both  Biblical  teachings  and  Wesley. 

Allan  Nesbitt 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

Touches  a  point 

The  “Memphis  Declaration”  (see 
UMR,  April  10)  touches  on  a  point 
that  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  raised 
in  January  when  he  criticized  my 
book,  “God  Does  Not  Foreclose,” 
during  the  Denman  Lectures  at  the 
Congress  on  Evangelism. 

The  point  Dr.  Dunnam  raises  is 
whether  a  personal  decision  to  accept 
Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord  is  es¬ 
sential  for  salvation  (point  #7  in  the 
Memphis  Declaration).  Yet  that  is 
not  at  all  the  issue  in  my  book. 

The  question  I  do  address  is 
whether  we  give  Jesus  Christ  promi¬ 
nence  in  our  evangelism,  or  whether 
we  are  more  concerned  about  per- 

Here  I  StancL 


sonal  response. 

While  both  of  these  emphases  are 
important,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  which  has  priority.  The  first  is  a 
Christ-centered  message.  The  sec¬ 
ond  is  centered  on  ourselves — and 
in  a  consumerist  culture  such  as 
ours,  this  can  seriously  compromise 
the  true  challenge  of  the  gospel. 

The  implications  for  evangelism 
are  profound  indeed. 

Either  we  focus  our  message  and 
our  energies  on  gaining  decisions 
for  Christ  (which  all  too  often 
means  stressing  the  benefits  of  the 
Christian  life  to  the  neglect  of  its 
obligations);  or  else  we  present  the 
more  urgent  task  of  the  church, 
namely,  to  bring  the  sufferings  of 
Jesus  to  an  end  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble.  For  as  long  as  one  little  child 
anywhere  in  the  world  suffers,  Jesus 
suffers;  and  as  long  as  Jesus  suffers, 
God's  mission  in  Christ  remains 
unfulfilled. 

It  would  be  heartening  if  those  of 
us  involved  in  the  shaping  of  con¬ 


temporary  evangelism  would  take 
note  of  these  distinctions.  The  press¬ 
ing  need  today  is  for  sensitive  com¬ 
pass  headings,  not  for  more  steam 
from  the  boilers  of  the  Titanic. 

David  Lowes  Watson 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

I  second  it! 

1  wholeheartedly  second  the  Mem¬ 
phis  Declaration  with  its  Wesleyan 
roots  and  biblical  affirmations. 

We  United  Methodist  Christians 
can  (and  must)  resist  in  the  power  of 
the  Spirit  the  countless  forms  of  sin 
that,  like  termites,  crumble  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  whatever  remains  of  Chris¬ 
tian  civilization.  Brushing  aside  so 
honest  an  affirmation  as  the  Memphis 
Declaration  is  like  a  drowning  man  ig¬ 
noring  a  life-saver  tossed  to  him. 

Donald  E.  Kohlstaedt 
Spokane,  Washington 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor ,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Our  works  won't  save  our  church 


By  WILLIAM  K.  McELVANEY 

“This  is  a  clear  example  of  why 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  losing  members.” 

In  recent  years  this  claim  has 
been  attached  to  dozens  of  per¬ 
ceived  problems  in  the  church  and 
in  particular  to  whatever  is  most 
objectionable  to  the  person  making 
the  statement. 

The  chosen  culprit  ranges  from 
joyless  worship  to  lack  of  evangelis¬ 
tic  zeal  to  positions  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation  (claimed  by  both  “sides”)  to 
United  Methodist  Reporter  editori¬ 
als  (i.e.,  March  13  Reporter,  “the 
editorial’s  mindset  is  a  sterling  ex¬ 
ample  of  why  millions  have  left  The 
United  Methodist  Church”). 

Could  be  many  causes? 

Would  it  be  reasonable  to  suggest 
that  there  could  be  many  causes  for 
membership  decline  rather  than  our 
personal  particular  grievance? 

More  importantly,  we  are  told  by 
numerous  writers  and  speakers  that 
The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
not  survive  unless  we  . . .  “start  new 
churches,  reach  a  certain  segment  of 
the  population,  change  our  worship 
one  way  or  another,  make  a  greater 
effort  to  respond  to  vexing  social  is¬ 
sues,  and/or  . . . .”  The  content  of 
someone's  latest  speech  or  book  is 
held  before  us  as  the  answer  to  save 


"Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  William  K. 
McElvaney  is  LeVan 
Professor  of  Preach- 
Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  Texas  and  a  clergy 
member  of  the  North  Texas  Annual 
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Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


the  church. 

What  troubles  me  in  these  state¬ 
ments  are  the  Pelagian  assumptions 
that  what  we  do  or  do  not  do  will 
determine  the  survival  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Many  of  the  recommendations  to 
reverse  the  church’s  membership  de¬ 
cline  may  well  be  wise  and  needed. 

However,  the  survival  of  the 
church  depends  on  the  same  reality 
which  initiated  the  church  against 
all  odds:  God’s  grace.  Unmerited. 
Unbounded.  Unconditional. 

The  faithfulness  of  the  church  de¬ 
pends  on  the  day-by-day  witness  of 
countless  laity  and  clergy  in  the 
contexts  of  the  local  and  global 
community,  the  family  or  home,  the 


workplace  and  the  institutional 
church.  We  can  no  more  ensure  the 
survival  of  the  church  than  we  can 
save  ourselves. 

When  we  begin  to  think  that  the 
church’s  survival  depends  on  our 
“getting  it  right,”  especially  our  lat¬ 
est  scheme,  we  have  seduced  our¬ 
selves  by  a  collective  sense  of  works 
righteousness. 

Church  survives  apostasies 

The  Church  Universal  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church  have  sur¬ 
vived  more  apostasies  than  we  can 
recall:  to  be  sure  grace  calls  us  to 
good  works,  including  intelligent 
use  of  both  biblical  and  contempo¬ 
rary  insight  and  knowledge;  to  be 
sure  where  there  is  grace,  there  is  re¬ 
sponsibility,  calling  us  away  from 
fatalism  to  sanctified  hope  and  bold 
action. 

We  want  our  faithfulness  to  be 
used  by  God  for  effectiveness,  and 
pray  that  it  will  be  so,  but  we  are 
poor  historians  and  even  poorer 
theologians  if  we  think  church  sur¬ 
vival  depends  on  even  our  very  best 
efforts.  If  that’s  what  we  think,  our 
god  is  too  small! 

Faithfulness  is  our  calling.  Survival 
is  in  God’s  hands.  As  we  United 
Methodists  move  towards  General 
Conference,  let’s  not  confuse  what  is 
in  God’s  hands  and  what  is  given  to 
our  hands. 
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Children  of  the  Promise 

Stones  of  United  Methodist  Partnership 
Through  Second-Mile  Giving 


Advance  gifts  benefit  'cocaine  babies' 

Center  offers  life-changing  love,  care 


Cuddling  a  baby  at  Cuscaden  Center,  Tampa,  Fla.,  are  Philip  Fauerbach, 
director  of  children  and  youth  services,  and  Essie  Palmore,  teachers  aide. 


by  Anna  M.  Johnson 

When  you  walk  into  the  nursery  at 
Tampa  (Fla.)  United  Methodist  Cen¬ 
ters’  Cuscaden  Center,  you  sense  im¬ 
mediately  that  this  is  no  ordinary 
nursery.  The  lights  are  low,  and  the 
care-givers  move  attentively  and  speak 
in  hushed  tones.  In  the  background 
you  hear  the  rhythmic  “thump- 
thump”  of  a  heartbeat  and  soft,  sooth¬ 
ing  music.  Every  one  of  the  children 
here  has  been  chemically  exposed; 
they  are  all  “cocaine  babies.” 

“This  is  the  ‘womb  room,’  ”  ex¬ 
plains  Philip  Fauerbach,  director  of 
children  and  youth  services.  “The  mu¬ 
sic  you  hear  in  the  background  is 
called  ‘transition  music.’  It  stimulates 
the  sounds  a  baby  hears  in  the  moth¬ 
er’s  womb;  it  does  a  lot  to  help  our  ba¬ 
bies  stay  calm.  What  we’re  trying  to 
do,  philosophically,  is  . . .  give  them  a 
chance  to  come  into  the  world  at  their 
own  pace.” 

In  a  crib,  little  “Anthony”  sleeps. 
He  seems  no  different  from  any  other 
baby,  except  his  breathing  is  labored. 
You  expect  him  to  snuggle  into  his 
blanket  and  sleep  peacefully  when, 
suddenly,  he  arches  his  back,  shoots 
his  legs  out  straight  and  stiff,  throws 
his  arms  back  and  clenches  his  Fists. 
He  lets  out  a  high-pitched  cry  that 
stops  only  long  enough  for  him  to  gasp 
in  enough  air  to  cry  again. 

Wide-awake  panic 

“Most  babies  wake  slowly,”  says 
Philip.  “Cocaine  babies  go  straight 
from  sleeping  into  wide-awake  panic.” 

Belinda,  Anthony’s  care-giver,  hur¬ 
ries  quietly  to  his  crib  and  picks  him 
up  gently.  Anthony  does  not  seem  con¬ 
soled  by  her  touch.  He  jumps  slightly 
and  continues  crying.  He  shakes,  and 
his  face  is  bright  red.  Belinda  turns 
Anthony  away  from  her  and  holds  him 
at  arm’s  length.  As  she  rocks  him  gent¬ 
ly  up  and  down,  he  finally  begins  to 
calm  down. 

“Cocaine  babies  don’t  like  to  be 
held  and  cradled,”  says  Philip.  “The 
stimulation  is  too  much  for  them.” 

It’s  time  for  Anthony’s  bottle,  but 
Belinda  cannot  simply  feed  him.  Be¬ 
cause  Anthony  has  severe  respiratory 
problems,  a  frequent  side  effect  of 
drug  use  during  pregnancy,  he  requires 
a  breathing  treatment  in  order  to  suck 
his  bottle  comfortably.  Belinda  wraps 
the  tiny  baby  tightly  in  a  soft  blanket. 

Belinda  lays  Anthony  in  an  infant 
swing  that  winds  silently  so  that  it 
doesn't  frighten  him,  and  prepares  his 
breathing  machine. 

Sitting  in  a  rocking  chair,  Belinda 
places  Anthony  in  her  lap,  facing  away 
from  her.  “If  I  hold  him  so  he  can  see 
me,”  she  whispers,  “he  gets  upset.” 

“The  human  face  is  the  most  stimu¬ 
lating  feature  for  an  infant,”  Philip  ex¬ 
plains.  “It  takes  a  long  time  before 


these  babies  are  able  to  look  at  a  per¬ 
son  without  panicking.” 

An  ounce  at  a  time 

Belinda  places  the  large  mouthpiece 
of  the  machine  in  Anthony’s  mouth.  It 
almost  looks  too  big,  but  surprisingly, 
Anthony  doesn’t  panic;  he  just  wrin¬ 
kles  his  tiny  nose  in  protest.  Anthony 
has  used  the  breathing  machine  since 
he  was  bom,  six  weeks  ago. 

As  the  machine  whirs  and  hums,  the 
rasp  of  Anthony’s  breathing  subsides 
to  a  low  rattling  in  his  chest.  You  can 
almost  see  the  expression  of  relief  on 
his  face.  Belinda  removes  the  mouth¬ 
piece  and  turns  off  the  machine.  She 
lets  Anthony  rest  a  few  minutes  before 
trying  to  feed  him. 

“Cocaine  babies  have  a  hard  time 
dealing  with  the  stimulation  of  suck¬ 
ing  a  bottle  and  get  very  upset,”  says 
Philip.  “This  can  make  feeding  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult.” 

After  a  few  minutes,  Belinda  tries  to 
give  Anthony  his  bottle.  He  draws 


away  from  it  and  whines.  She  bounces 
him  gently  and  hums  softly  into  his 
ear.  Finally  he  begins  sucking  the  bot¬ 
tle.  “He  can  only  have  one  or  two 
ounces  at  a  time,”  says  Belinda,  “or  he 
can’t  keep  it  down.  Then  he  has  to  rest 
for  a  few  minutes.” 

“A  lot  of  chemically  exposed  babies 
are  bom  with  digestive  problems,” 
says  Philip. 

Belinda  continues  feeding  Anthony, 
an  ounce  at  a  time,  until  he  has  fin¬ 
ished  the  four-ounce  bottle.  Anthony 
appears  exhausted.  Belinda  wraps  him 
in  his  blanket  and  rocks  him  up  and 
down  until  he  is  asleep.  Then  she  lays 
him  gently  in  his  crib. 

A  model  for  others 

Anthony  and  20  other  babies  re¬ 
ceive  special  care  through  Tampa 
United  Methodist  Centers’  program 
for  chemically  exposed  infants  and 
toddlers.  Drug  use  during  pregnancy 
has  many  consequences  that  show  up 
in  innocent  victims  like  Anthony,  one 


of  thousands  of  cocaine  babies  bom 
each  year.  These  babies  cannot  sleep, 
eat  or  interact  with  adults  like  normal 
babies.  Many  are  bom  with  respira¬ 
tory  and  digestive  problems,  and  they 
become  sick  easily.  However,  these  ba¬ 
bies  do  have  a  chance,  thanks  to  pro¬ 
grams  like  the  one  in  Tampa. 

The  babies  in  the  Tampa  program 
spend  their  days  with  staff  who  have 
the  education  and  experience  to  deal 
with  their  special  needs.  Amazingly, 
after  cocaine  babies  have  spent  only  a 
few  months  in  the  program,  experts 
cannot  distinguish  them  from  other 
babies. 

Unfortunately,  one  in  10  babies  is 
bom  drag-exposed,  and  Tampa  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Centers  can  only  help  21 
babies  at  a  time. 

“We  hope  this  program  will  serve  as 
a  model  for  others,”  says  Philip. 
“Each  time  we  are  able  to  accept  a 
baby  into  our  program,  a  life  is 
changed.” 

Infants,  Children  and  Youth  Services 
of  Tampa  United  Methodist 
Centers,  #751202-7. 

What  is 
the  Advance? 

by  Barbara  Dunlap-Berg 

The  Advance  is  a  44-year-old  pro¬ 
gram  through  which  United  Method¬ 
ists  send  money  for  specific  items  and 
services  needed  around  the  world.  A 
key  feature  of  the  popular,  voluntary 
program  is  that  1 00  percent  of  the  do¬ 
nation  goes  to  the  chosen  project.  Ad¬ 
ministrative  expenses  are  paid  from 
other  sources. 

Because  it  involves  giving  beyond 
World  Service  and  other  funds  raised 
through  the  local  church,  the  Advance 
often  is  referred  to  as  “second-mile 
giving.” 

Individuals,  local  churches  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  may  designate  their  contri¬ 
butions  for  approved  projects  related 
to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  Gifts  also  may  go  toward  district 
and  annual  conference  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials. 

At  the  close  of  most  articles  in  bold¬ 
face  type  are  the  project  name  and 
code  number. 

Just  write  a  check  to  help  the  minis¬ 
try  of  your  choice.  No  gift  is  too  small! 
Write  your  check  payable  to  your  local 
church  or  to  “Advance  GCFA.”  Be 
sure  to  write  the  Advance  project 
name  and  code  number  in  the  lower- 
left  comer  of  the  check. 

In  1991,  United  Methodists  gave 
more  than  $27.4  million  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance.  All  Advance  gifts  —  large  and 
small  —  make  a  difference! 


About  this  tabloid 

This  tabloid  was  prepared  by  the  Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence  In¬ 
terpretation,  United  Methodist  Communications,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation  Program  Department,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Order  additional  copies  from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320.  The  cost  is  six  for  $1.50, 
50  for  $5,  100  for  $8,  1,000  for  $65. 

The  editors  welcome  your  comments  and  concerns.  Please  write  to  United 
Methodist  Communications  at  the  Nashville  address. 
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Contact  us! 

The  following  are  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  jurisdictional  repre¬ 
sentatives: 

North  Central 

Sally  Chipman 
10  E.  School  Ave. 

Naperville,  IL  60540 
(708)357-0170 
Northeastern 
Alice  Trost 
1 580  Central  Ave. 

Albany,  NY  12205-2403 
(518)  869-5479 
South  Central 
Kenneth  McIntosh 
4024  Caruth  Blvd.,  Suite  251 
Dallas,  TX  75225 
(214)  373-1554 
Southeastern 

Abraham  R.  Carey  (Mission 
Education) 

731  Holly  St. 

North  Lauderdale,  FL  33068 
(305)  978-6442 

Camille  Funk  (Mission  Cultivation) 
159  Ralph  McGill  Blvd.  N.E., 

Room  404 

Atlanta,  GA  30308-3353 
(800)  277-4322,  Ext.  3245 

(Continued  on  page  4) 


by  Lina  H.  McCord 

For  Christmas 
our  grandson  gave 
my  husband  and 
me  a  refrigerator 
magnet  that  reads: 

“God  could  not  be 
everywhere  so  he 
created  grandpar¬ 
ents.”  I  remem¬ 
bered  that  when  I 
was  my  grand¬ 
son’s  age,  I  was 
taught  that  God  is 
everywhere.  I  also 
remembered  that 
the  Advance  of-  kriufhoto 

fers  me  an  oppor-  Lina  H.  McCord 
tunity  to  make  God’s  presence  known 
all  over  the  world. 

In  January,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  (GCOM)  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee  met  with  leaders  from  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico,  the  Rio 
Grande  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence.  Teams  of  committee  members 
visited  Advance  projects;  worshiped 
with  local  congregations;  and  learned 
about  the  history,  mission  and  minis¬ 
try  of  the  church  in  these  areas. 

We  were  greeted  with  friendly 
smiles  and  warm  handshakes.  We  saw 
how  men,  women  and  children  live 
out  the  spirit  of  the  Advance:  people 
helping  people.  Congregations  who  re¬ 
ceive  Advance  funds  also  share  in  de¬ 
veloping  mission-centered  ministries. 

For  example,  a  Christian  center  in 
Mexico  was  built  with  Advance  funds 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  undocu¬ 


mented  workers  and  refugees. 
Through  Advance  dollars,  we  help 
make  life  more  bearable  for  impover¬ 
ished  people.  The  mission  spirit  that 
prevailed  throughout  our  visit  was 
that  of  caring  for  one  another. 

We  visited  a  small  mission  that 
reaches  out  to  people  who  are  in  pris¬ 
on.  Christians  visit  the  prisoners  and 
pray  for  them  and  their  families.  This 
mission  is  supported  by  a  large  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  Mexico,  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  some  Advance  assistance  and  is 
attempting  to  expand  its  building. 

We  learned  that  people  do  so  much 
with  so  little.  This  is  another  reason 
Advance  personnel  and  resources  con¬ 
tinue  to  stress  the  fact  that  “no  gift  is 
too  small.”  The  Advance  has  been  a 
motivating  force,  making  a  difference 
in  many  places  around  the  world. 

During  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  United  Methodists  will  celebrate 
the  ministries  made  possible  by  the 
Advance.  Through  a  new  video,  “Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Promise,”  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events,  delegates  and  visitors  will 
be  introduced  to  a  new  churchwide 
Advance  focus  on  ministries  with  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  church  historically  has  been  in 
ministry  with  children  all  over  the 
world.  As  we  approach  a  new  quadren- 
nium,  let  us  commit  ourselves  to  con¬ 
tinue  this  spirit  of  caring  and  sharing. 
When  we  support  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church,  God  works 
through  us! 

Ms.  McCord  chairs  the  GCOM  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee's  Promotion  and  Cul¬ 
tivation  Subcommittee. 


Fulfilling  Christ's  Great  Commission 
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Churches  rally 
to  aid  Russians 

In  March  and  April  1992,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  at  the  invitation  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  spear¬ 
headed  a  major  ecumenical  effort  to 
take  food,  medical  supplies  and  other 
material  aid  to  the  Russian  people, 
while  continuing  relief  and  develop¬ 
ment  work  in  other  areas  of  Eastern 
and  Central  Europe.  As  of  March  3 1 , 
1992,  food  parcels  exceeding  670  tons 
had  arrived  at  the  New  Windsor,  Md., 
warehouse  for  shipment  to  Russia. 

Gifts  to  the  Soviet  Food/Medical 
Crisis  Advance  Special  (#250375-4)  to¬ 
taled  $648,875  at  the  end  of  March. 

Although  food  parcels  are  no  longer 
being  collected,  the  need  for  financial 
aid  continues. 


Congregations  become  Global  Mission  Partners 


by  Wilma ).  Roberts 

As  economic  and  political  crises 
sweep  the  United  States  and  other 
countries,  the  tradition  of  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries  turns  to  partnership.  Today 
people  go  to  and  from  the  United 
States,  serve  within  continents,  and 
cross  all  regions  of  the  world  as  United 
Methodist  congregations  become 
Global  Mission  Partners. 

Beginning  at  home,  the  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  Partners  program  calls  local 
churches  to  help  support  U.S.  mission¬ 
aries  and  national  persons  in  mission 
serving  in  their  own  and  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  local-to-global  emphasis  ex¬ 
pands  Christianity  on  every  continent 
and  includes  traditional  and  new  min¬ 
istries  as  people  fulfill  Christ’s  Great 
Commission  to  “go  . . .  make  disciples 
of  all  nations.” 

For  the  small  congregation  of  West 
Liberty  [Ohio]  United  Methodist 
Church,  economic  hardship  is  part  of 
daily  life.  After  hearing  about  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  become  Global  Mission 
Partners,  however,  members  set  out  in 
faith  to  raise  funds  for  persons  in  mis¬ 
sion.  A  “bike-a-thon”  brought  in  $824. 
The  youngest  participant,  4,  earned 
$40  when  he  rode  his  tricycle  three 
miles.  Now  the  West  Liberty  congrega¬ 
tion  works  in  partnership  with  World 
Division  missionaries  Sharon  and 
Tom  Crowe,  who  serve  in  Zaire. 

In  Africa 

The  autonomy  (self-governance)  of 
national  churches,  established  by  the 


early  mission  vision  of  U.S.  churches, 
is  the  starting  point  for  much  of  this 
new  internationalization.  As  African 
churches  expand  and  fulfill  their  mis¬ 
sion,  they  seek  help  to  prepare  person¬ 
nel  to  staff  refugee  centers,  training 
programs,  theological  schools  and 
women’s  organizations. 

A  Zairian  pastor  moved  to  the 
neighboring  country  of  Burundi  to 
work  among  the  more  than  300,000 
refugees  who  fled  Zaire’s  political  re¬ 
pression,  poverty  and  civil  strife.  The 
Burundi  church  administers  the  pro¬ 
gram;  the  church  in  Zaire  provides 
personnel;  and  U.S.  churches  help  pay 
the  pastor’s  expenses. 

African  churches  send  young  people 
abroad  for  specialized  training.  These 
daughters  and  sons  return  home  to  as¬ 
signments  where  missionaries  former¬ 
ly  served.  Abasa  “Jack”  Umembudi, 
for  example,  is  a  person  in  mission  in 
his  own  country  as  chief  pilot  for  the 
Wings  of  Caring  ministry  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Zaire  Annual  Conference.  He  and 
his  colleague,  Benjamin  Bailor  of 
Sierre  Leone,  another  person  in  mis¬ 
sion,  trained  at  the  same  U.S.  flight 
center. 

Another  rapid  advance  occurring  in 
the  African  churches  is  that  of  provid¬ 
ing  personnel  to  prepare  people  for 
leadership  roles.  African  women  bear 
heavy  burdens  in  food  production  and 
home  management,  and  women’s 
studies  centers  in  nearly  all  annual 
conferences  address  their  needs.  Men- 
ato  Wanya,  a  person  in  mission,  di¬ 


rects  the  Kisangani  Women’s  School 
for  the  Northeast  Zaire  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

In  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean 

Where  common  language  is  shared 
across  national  lines,  one  unique  trend 
is  the  sending  of  mission  personnel 
across  borders.  Throughout  Latin 
America,  in  the  mature  and  distinctive 
Methodist  churches,  partnership  is 
emerging.  Pastors  and  teachers  go 
from  Brazil  to  Chile,  from  Chile  to  Ec¬ 
uador,  from  Uruguay  to  Bolivia,  and 
from  various  countries  to  special  as¬ 
signments  in  the  United  States. 

The  latter  is  an  encouraging  sign  for 
north-south  partnership  which  empha¬ 
sizes  mutual  understanding  of  the  in¬ 
tercontinental  challenges  for  faith  and 
action.  The  Rev.  Alan  Kirton,  con¬ 
cluding  his  term  as  general  secretary  of 
the  Caribbean  Conference  of 
Churches,  will  relate  his  experiences 
through  the  Mission  Resource  Center 
in  Atlanta.  When  congregations  are  in¬ 
volved  in  the  1993  Caribbean  mission 
study,  Mr.  Kirton  will  work  with  the 
World  Division’s  Latin  America/Ca¬ 
ribbean  staff  and  visit  local  churches. 

Our  Advance  dollars  also  help  sup¬ 
port  three  Brazilian  church  workers  at 
the  Sao  Gabriel  Center  in  Belo  Hori¬ 
zonte,  where  low-income  children  and 
teen-agers  find  care  and  love. 

In  Asia 

U.S.  churches  and  Asia’s  strong, 


growing  congregations  are  linked 
through  Global  Mission  Partners.  The 
Philippines,  Singapore,  Korea  and  In¬ 
dia  are  among  the  Methodist  churches 
which  have  long  sent  missionaries, 
within  Asia  and  to  the  Pacific  area. 
They  continue  to  participate  in  per- 
sons-in-mission  programs  on  special 
assignments. 

Pakistan’s  Lahore  District  is  located 
in  a  large  rural  area  where  almost  ev¬ 
ery  village  includes  Christian  families. 
The  diocese  seeks  Global  Mission 
Partners  funds  to  support  workers  for 
“church  planting”  to  provide  pastoral 
care  and  Christian  nurture. 

Asian  Christians  travel  to  the  west 
for  interreligious  interaction  in  mis¬ 
sion.  Hindus,  Christians  and  Muslims 
of  Indian  origin  from  India,  Canada, 
England  and  the  United  States  met  in 
1991  for  an  ecumenical,  interfaith 
conference.  Two  participants  from  the 
church  in  north  India  were  supported 
by  the  Global  Mission  Partners  pro¬ 
gram. 

Linked  by  faith  and 
commitment 

United  Methodists  represent  a 
worldwide  partnership  of  peoples 
linked  by  faith  and  commitment.  The 
Global  Mission  Partners  program,  aid¬ 
ed  by  generous  gifts  to  the  Advance, 
opens  the  door  to  all  nations  to  work 
and  walk  together  in  Christ’s  name. 

National  Persons  in  Mission, 

#007685-2  HT. 
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'Signs  of  hope  for  the  future ' 


Street  children  challenge  church 


by  Wilma  J.  Roberts 

“Brazil: 

Beg 

Steal 

Rummage  through  garbage 
for  food 

saleable  items  for  survival 
Zimbabwe: 

Vibrant,  laughing  children 
even  when  they’re  playing 
with  rag  dolls  and  knitting  with 
straw 

Mozambique: 

On  the  streets,  Lord,  are  children 
deprived  of  childhood 
playing: 

hopscotch 
relay  racing 
marbles 

Roots  ripped  asunder 
eroded  by  ravages 
of  revolution  released 
Violence  that  won’t  let  go” 

Shirley  Byers,  a  laywoman  from  the 
Troy  Annual  Conference,  wrote  these 
words  as  she  witnessed  the  plight  of 
street  children  in  Africa  and  Latin 
America.  The  phrases  are  grim  re¬ 
minders  of  the  millions  of  children 
who  live  in  poverty,  often  without 
family  or  home,  on  the  streets  of  ma¬ 
jor  urban  centers. 

A  challenge  to  the  church 

On  the  streets  of  Calcutta  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  India  ...  in  the  barrios  of  the 
Philippines  ...  in  the  crisis  of  violence 
in  southern  Africa,  children  barely  sur¬ 
vive.  Because  governments  and  relat¬ 
ed  agencies  do  relatively  little  to 
address  the  problem,  only  slowly  is 
this  heartbreaking  dilemma  gaining 
world  attention. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  World  Division  is  one  of  many 
agencies  alleviating  the  desperate  con¬ 
ditions  of  children  in  the  developing 
countries  —  boys  and  girls  deprived  of 
the  right  to  childhood. 

According  to  Elizabeth  Calvin,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  for  the  division’s  Min¬ 
istry  of  Women  and  Children,  “the 
state  of  the  world’s  children  and  the 
church’s  role  in  dealing  with  the  issue 
must  become  priorities.  Nations  must 
invest  in  their  children  and  see  them 
as  signs  of  hope  for  the  future.” 

The  church  is  challenged  as  never 
before  to  minister  to  children.  Ms. 
Calvin  and  her  colleagues  around  the 
world  cooperate  with  UNICEF,  which 
leads  nations  in  calling  for  action. 


Poverty  is  no  stranger  to  this  Gua¬ 
temalan  boy. 

Reports  from  UNICEF’s  1990  and 
1991  children’s  conferences  indicate 
that  the  annual  birthrate  is  expected  to 
rise  until  the  year  2000  and  then  begin 
to  decrease.  The  children  of  the  1990s 
will  be  the  largest  generation  ever  to 
judge  adults  on  the  basis  of  how  well 
they  meet  the  challenge  of  protecting 
the  lives,  growth,  education  and  rights 
of  children. 

Every  child's  right 

Ms.  Calvin  cites  the  encouraging 
movement  toward  global  immuniza¬ 
tion  of  children.  “Flealth-care  and  en¬ 
vironmental  issues  are  key  to  helping 
children  live  to  their  fullest  potential,” 
she  said. 

By  1991,  128  countries  had  adopted 
the  “U.N.  Convention  for  the  Rights 
of  the  Child.”  The  United  States, 
Cambodia,  Iran,  Iraq  and  Libya,  how¬ 
ever,  had  taken  no  action  to  be  part  of 
this  worldwide  affirmation.  Yet,  the 
convention  will  become  binding  inter¬ 
national  law  monitored  by  the  United 
Nations.  It  affirms  every  child’s  right 
to  “survival  through  adequate  shelter, 
clean  water  and  health  care;  . . .  pro¬ 
tection  from  abuse,  neglect,  exploita¬ 
tion  of  war;  and  . . .  development]  in 
a  safe  environment  with  formal  educa¬ 
tion,  constructive  play,  freedom  from 
discrimination  and  advanced  health 
care  opportunities.” 


This  UNICEF  statement  outlines 
actions  which  lead  to  a  new  ethic  de¬ 
manding  that  children  be  the  first  to 
benefit  from  humanity’s  successes  and 
the  last  to  suffer  from  its  failures. 

The  failures  are  all  too  close  to 
Christian  and  other  communities.  The 
foresight  of  the  Brazilian  churches  led 
to  special  ministries  for  street  children 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Sao  Paulo.  Bra¬ 
zilian  pastors  traveled  to  Angola  to 
help  The  United  Methodist  Church 
there  develop  similar  ministries.  In 
Bolivia,  Mexico,  Peru  and  areas  of 
Asia,  people  recognized  the  same 
need:  to  stop  the  abuse  and  exploita¬ 
tion  of  children. 

Compelled  by  the  gospel 

The  gospel  compels  the  church  to 
listen  to  the  cries  of  a  young  mountain 
girl  on  the  streets  of  Lima,  Peru. 
Brought  to  the  city  by  an  aged  grand¬ 
mother  to  try  to  earn  a  few  centavos, 
the  little  girl  seems  to  fail  and  is  beat¬ 
en  repeatedly  by  the  older  woman 
whose  struggle  is  no  less  one  of  pover¬ 
ty  than  the  suffering  child’s. 

The  church  is  called  also  to  pay  at¬ 
tention  to  the  street  children  of  Bom¬ 
bay  who  seek  an  education,  but  by 
difficult  means.  After  a  day  on  the 
streets,  begging  for  food  and  finding 
whatever  scraps  they  can  for  survival, 
young  boys  gather  at  night  under  the 
dim  street  lights,  where  an  older  boy 
teaches  them  to  read.  Here,  in  the 
midst  of  an  almost  impossible  exis¬ 
tence,  we  see  a  sign  of  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

“On  the  streets.  Lord,  are  children 
deprived  of  childhood 
[in]  violence  that  won’t  let  go.” 
Through  the  Advance,  you  can  help 
provide  hope.  Your  contribution  to 
children’s  programs  around  the  world 
will  help  ensure  a  brighter  future  for 
boys  and  girls.  Give  your  “second- 
mile”  gift  today! 

Children  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean,  #011244-8  RA. 
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Clinic  serves 
Native  Americans 

by  Cynthia  Kent 

“Advance  gifts  make  a  big  differ¬ 
ence,”  said  Janice  Williamson,  admin¬ 
istrative  assistant  at  the  Leo  Pocha 
Memorial  Clinic  in  Helena,  Mont. 
“Thanks  to  United  Methodist  support, 
we  purchased  a  desperately  needed  re¬ 
frigerator  for  storing  medicine.  We 
also  used  the  money  to  help  pay  for 
prescriptions  and  medical  services  for 
patients  who  could  not  afford  to  do 
so.” 

Through  the  Advance,  United 
Methodists  serve  in  partnership  with 
the  clinic  and  dozens  of  other  Native 
American  ministries  across  the  United 
States. 

The  clinic  was  the  dream  of  Leo  Po¬ 
cha,  member  of  the  Chippewa-Cree 
Tribe,  community  leader  and  director 
of  the  Helena  Indian  Alliance. 

The  1950s  was  an  era  of  relocation, 
when  many  Native  Americans,  in 
search  of  employment  and  educational 
opportunities,  moved  to  Helena  from 
seven  surrounding  reservations. 

The  clinic  was  founded  in  1981  to 
serve  people  who  could  not  travel  to 
their  reservations  for  health  services. 
Among  the  clinic’s  first  advocates  and 
supporters  were  members  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church,  Helena, 
who  paid  a  nurse’s  salary. 

This  marked  the  beginning  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  participation  in  the  clin¬ 
ic’s  ministry.  In  1988,  the  clinic  was 
approved  as  a  General  Advance  proj¬ 
ect. 

The  clinic  is  open  to  anyone  who 
needs  health-care  services,  regardless 
of  race,  age  or  ability  to  pay.  In  1991, 
clinic  staff  treated  nearly  6,000  pa¬ 
tients.  Approximately  60  percent  of 
them  were  Native  Americans. 

Thank  you  for  sharing  the  love  of 
Jesus  Christ  through  the  Advance! 

Leo  Pocha  Clinic,  #910205-2. 

Ms.  Kent,  a  Northern  Ute,  is  program 
secretary  for  Native  American  con¬ 
cerns,  National  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Tragedy  of  war  lingers  for  Kurdish  refugees 


by  Russell  H.  Scott 

For  most  of  us,  Operation  Desert 
Storm  is  a  memory.  For  many  victims 
caught  in  the  cross  fire,  however,  the 
tragedy  of  war  remains  a  reality.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Kurdish  people,  forced  to  flee 
their  homes  in  Iraq  during  the  war, 
continue  to  live  in  temporary  refugee 
settlements. 

Patriot  missiles  cannot  help  the 
Kurds  rehabilitate  their  lives,  but  your 
Advance  gift  can.  In  the  area  where 
the  borders  of  Iraq,  Turkey  and  Syria 
meet,  your  contribution  will  help  im¬ 
plement  a  new  dairy  cattle  project. 
Sponsored  by  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church,  with  assistance  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  project 
is  based  at  the  Mor  Gabriel  Monastery 
in  Midyat,  Turkey. 


The  cattle  first  are  kept  on  a  model 
farm,  developed  for  instructional  pur¬ 
poses,  in  the  border  area.  The  first  fe¬ 
male  offspring  of  each  cow  is  given  to 
a  refugee  family  who,  in  turn,  gives  the 


first  female  offspring  of  their  cow  to 
the  project.  Thus,  much  of  the  cattle 
supply,  destroyed  by  the  war,  will  be 
replenished. 

In  February,  Gerhardt  and  Harriette 


Millions  of 
Kurdish  people, 
forced  to  flee 
their  homes  in 
Iraq  during  the 
Gulf  War, 
continue  to  live 
in  temporary 
refugee 
settlements. 


Immega,  lifelong  dairy  farmers  from 
Elkhom,  Wis.,  traveled  to  Turkey  to 
assist  with  the  project.  The  Immegas 
are  serving  one-year  assignments  as 
short-term  persons  in  mission  through 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Your  Advance  gift  can  help  replen¬ 
ish  dairy  cattle  herds,  improve  nutri¬ 
tion  and  provide  an  income  for 
thousands  of  refugees.  Your  contribu¬ 
tion  can  also  help  support  the  Imme¬ 
gas  in  their,  vital  ministry.  If  you  wish 
to  establish  a  covenant  relationship 
with  the  Immegas,  call  the  Advance 
Missionary  Support  Office,  (212)  870- 
3797. 

Persian  Gulf  Crisis,  #601740-2. 
Gerhardt  Immega,  #011553-3  EZ. 
Harriette  Immega,  #011554-4  EZ. 
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'Children 
of  the  Promise' 
resources 

“Children  of  the  Promise"  is  more 
than  the  title  of  this  tabloid.  It’s  also  a 
videotape,  a  booklet,  a  mini-poster 
and  a  catalog,  all  available  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1992. 

*  The  20-minute  videotape  will  tell 
stories  of  ministries  with  children  in 
the  United  States  and  around  the 
world.  Taped  in  Arkansas,  Florida,  Il¬ 
linois,  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
York,  Tennessee  and  other  locations, 
it  will  show  how  Advance  gifts, 
through  United  Methodist  outreach, 
help  children  to  have  a  brighter  future. 
The  video,  which  will  come  with  a 
leaders  guide,  will  be  available  in  En¬ 
glish,  Spanish  and  close-captioned  ver¬ 
sions.  Borrow  from  your  conference 
audiovisual  library,  or  rent  or  buy 
from  EcuFilm.  Rental  $15;  sale  $20. 
Please  feel  free  to  copy  the  video  to 
share  with  your  congregation  or  neigh¬ 
boring  churches. 

*  The  colorful,  24-page  booklet  (En¬ 
glish,  #404602;  Spanish,  #40531 1;  Ko¬ 
rean,  #405322)  describes  the  programs 
featured  in  the  video,  as  well  as  the 
General  Advance  priority  programs.  It 
succeeds  the  popular  “Faces  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance”  booklet  from  the  1989-92  qua- 
drennium.  Free  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UM- 
Com),  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0320. 

*  The  beautiful,  8Vi-by-14-inch  mini¬ 
poster  (English,  #405561;  Spanish, 
#405594)  will  add  interest  and  flair  to 
any  church  bulletin  board.  It  will  in¬ 
clude  space  to  announce  the  date,  time 
and  place  of  your  video  showing.  Free 
from  UMCom. 

*  The  catalog  (#404588)  will  present 
more  than  100  Advance  ministries 
with  children  in  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world.  It  will  include  pho¬ 
tos,  mission  stories  and  children’s  art 
work.  Free,  except  for  postage  and 
handling,  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Service  Center, 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 

“Children  of  the  Promise”  is  this 
tabloid,  a  video  and  more!  It’s  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  tell  your  congregation, 
your  family  and  your  friends  about  ex¬ 
citing  United  Methodist  ministries 
with  children  and  to  invite  people  to 
get  involved  through  the  Advance. 

Please  join  the  Advance  partnership 
in  mission!  We’re  counting  on  you! 

Contact  us! 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

Western 

Roy  Katayama 

748  Mercy  St. 

Mountain  View,  CA  94041 

(415)961-3477 
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UMCOR  and  the  refugee  child 

Transforming  tears  into  laughter 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 

Resettled  Hmong  refugees  Cher,  Chai  and  Michael  Her  enjoy  playing  with 
their  friend  Jar  Vang  (second  from  right)  at  their  new  home  in  Marysville, 


by  Lilia  Fernandez 

Children  represent  half  the  world’s 
1 8  million  refugees.  Waiting  in  camps 
around  the  world,  they  have  no  coun¬ 
try,  no  home,  sometimes  no  family. 
Their  future  is  “on  hold.” 

For  the  refugee  child,  the  hours 
stretch  into  a  dreary  routine  of  idle¬ 
ness,  waiting  in  lines  for  basic  necessi¬ 
ties,  and  an  overwhelming  uncertainty 
about  the  future. 

Hope  for  some  of  these  forgotten 
ones  lies  in  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  refu¬ 
gee  program.  Displaced  children  in 
Angola,  Mozambican  refugees  in 
camps  in  Zimbabwe  and  Swaziland, 
Angolans  in  Zaire,  Afghans  in  Paki¬ 
stan,  Palestinians  in  Middle  Eastern 
countries  and  Tibetans  in  India  bene¬ 
fit  from  UMCOR’s  ministry. 

Providing  high-protein  food,  medi¬ 
cines  and  immunizations,  UMCOR 
helps  save  the  lives  of  children,  always 
the  first  to  succumb  to  disease  and  de¬ 
privation.  Educational  health  and  nu¬ 
trition  programs  teach  the  essentials  of 
sanitation  and  disease-prevention,  and 
ensure  the  survival  of  more  babies  and 
children. 

Since  UMCOR’s  inception  in  the 
1940s,  congregations  in  the  United 
States  have  reached  out  to  refugees  by 
sponsoring  arriving  families,  many  in 
desperate  need  of  love.  The  transfor¬ 
mation  seen  in  children  is  especially 
remarkable.  Church  members  experi¬ 
ence  the  joy  of  watching  small,  often 
perilously  thin,  girls  and  boys  begin  to 
run,  jump  and  play  again. 

Cher,  Chai  and  Michael  Her,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  made  the  long  journey  from 
the  highlands  of  Laos,  to  a  refugee 
camp  in  Thailand,  and  finally  to  the 
welcome  of  their  new  home  in  Marys¬ 
ville,  Calif.  They  were  sponsored  by 


Calif. 

relatives  and  members  of  the  Marys¬ 
ville  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
has  an  active  Hmong  ministry. 

In  the  Rio  Grande  Valley,  near  the 
U.S.-Mexico  border,  children  enter  the 
United  States  from  Guatemala,  El  Sal¬ 
vador  and  Honduras;  in  Florida,  they 
come  from  Haiti.  All  benefit  from 
UMCOR’s  commitment  to  help  those 
who  seek  refuge  in  this  country. 

In  Texas,  UMCOR-supported  proj¬ 
ects  advocate  for  the  rights  of  undocu¬ 
mented  Salvadoran  and  Guatemalan 
children  who  cross  the  border  alone  or 
who  become  separated  from  their  fam¬ 
ilies  on  the  journey  north.  Children 
traveling  alone  may  be  placed  in  de¬ 
tention  centers  and  often  need  legal 
help  to  join  family  members  elsewhere 
in  the  United  States.  Entire  families, 
too,  face  detention.  An  UMCOR- 


funded  project  in  Mission,  Texas,  of¬ 
fers  counseling,  legal  aid  and  personal 
attention  vital  to  children  and  their 
families. 

All  UMCOR  refugee  programs  de¬ 
pend  on  United  Methodist  gifts  to  des¬ 
ignated  Advance  Specials.  Advance 
contributions  provide  support  for 
churches  as  well  as  denominational 
and  ecumenical  agencies,  who  reach 
out  to  refugees  and  other  sojourners. 

Statistics  do  not  reveal  the  faces  of 
refugee  children.  But  when  churches 
minister  in  Christ’s  name,  statistics 
become  human,  realities  become  ap¬ 
parent  and  compelling,  and  a  child’s 
tears  are  transformed  into  laughter. 

Sojourners  in  Our  Land,  #982470-3. 
Neighbors  at  Our  Door,  #901250-8. 
New  Hope  for  Newcomers,  #901779-5. 


Through  Parish  Partners  program 

Once-dying  congregation  gains  new  life 


By  Jose  Palos 

Seven  years  ago,  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  El  Paso,  Texas, 
might  have  been  described  as  “down 
in  the  dumps.”  The  congregation 
faced  a  crisis  that  almost  led  to  its 
death.  The  church  was  divided;  many 
members  left.  Bills  went  unpaid.  Ap¬ 
portionments  were  ignored.  The  pas¬ 
tor’s  salary  was  at  risk. 

However,’  for  the  past  two  years, 
Wesley  Church  has  had  the  largest  nu¬ 
merical  increase  in  membership  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference.  What  hap¬ 
pened? 

First,  the  bishop  and  the  cabinet  de¬ 
cided  not  to  appoint  a  pastor  to  the 
church  for  one  year.  During  that  time, 
members  struggled  to  redefine  their 
church’s  purpose,  mission  and  future. 

A  spiritual  foundation 

In  1987  the  Rev.  Joel  Mora  of  Mexi¬ 
co  was  appointed  to  Wesley  Church. 
He  strived  to  reunite  the  foundering 
congregation  and  laid  a  spiritual  foun¬ 
dation  from  which  to  move  into  com¬ 
munity  outreach  and  mission.  The 
congregation  began  to  grow,  and  after 
two  years  Mr.  Mora  was  moved  to  an¬ 
other  appointment.  The  Rev.  David 
Chavez  became  Wesley’s  new  pastor. 

Mr.  Chavez  was  given  three  goals:  to 


evangelize  the  community  around 
Wesley  Church;  to  develop  new  mis¬ 
sion  outreach  on  the  city’s  east  side; 
and  to  move  the  congregation  toward 
self-support.  He  started  by  introducing 
the  “covenant  group”  concept. 

Covenant  groups  are  built  around 
people  who  share  common  interests 
and  situations.  The  pastor  makes  a 
covenant  with  participants:  that  he  or 
she  will  help  them  become  disciples  of 
Christ.  Participants  agree  to  open  their 
homes  to  one  another,  attend  all  meet¬ 
ings  and  invite  others  to  join  the 
group.  Covenant  groups  become  evan¬ 
gelistic  tools  to  reach  new  people  for 
Christ,  nurture  church  members  and 
assimilate  newcomers. 

Dramatic  growth 

Mr.  Chavez  recruited  and  trained  a 
core  of  committed  laity  to  work  with 
the  covenant  groups.  Within  a  year,  50 
covenant  groups  were  formed  in  the 
Wesley  Church  vicinity  as  well  as  in 
the  several  rural  communities  and  in 
other  parts  of  El  Paso.  By  the  end  of 
the  second  year,  more  than  75  groups 
were  functioning. 

The  congregation  began  to  grow  dra¬ 
matically.  Sixty  members  were  added 
in  two  years,  and  the  average  worship 
attendance  jumped  from  80  to  200. 


The  congregation’s  financial  situation 
started  to  improve  significantly.  Mem¬ 
bers  paid  their  apportionments  and 
bills,  and  moved  closer  to  self-support. 

The  core  of  people  who  led  the  cove¬ 
nant  groups  became  the  key  to  Wesley 
Church’s  expansion  and  rapid  growth. 

Result:  new  missions 

As  a  result  of  the  covenant  groups, 
new  missions  were  formed  in  three  ar¬ 
eas,  15  to  25  miles  from  the  church. 
The  covenant  groups  became  feeders 
for  these  missions. 

Putting  the  gospel  into  the  hands  of 
committed  laity  enables  Wesley 
Church  to  meet  the  needs  of  people 
across  El  Paso.  Wesley  members  reno¬ 
vate  run-down  homes  and  provide 
food  and  clothing  to  families  in  need. 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
congregation  that  a  few  years  ago  was 
dying,  is  now  vital  to  the  community, 
sharing  the  gospel  and  reaching  people 
for  Christ.  When  you  support  the  Par¬ 
ish  Partners  program  of  the  Advance, 
you  help  churches  like  Wesley  become 
living,  breathing  instruments  of  God. 

Parish  Partners,  Rio  Grande, 

#583634-4. 

Parish  Partners,  General,  #982589-0. 
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MEXICO  DISASTER:  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  is  responding  to  victims  of 
the  April  22  gas  explosions 
in  Guadalajara,  Mexico, 

Early  reports  said  blasts  in 
the  city’s  sewer  system 
killed  at  least  200,  injured 
hundreds  and  destroyed 
much  of  the  downtown 
area.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  re¬ 
ceived  a  request  from  Bishop  Ruiz 
Methodist  Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  of  Queretaro,  Mex¬ 
ico,  for  $3,000  for  emergency  food.  More  mon¬ 
ey  is  expected  to  be  requested  after  a  disaster 
assessment  has  been  made.  Gifts  for  emergency 
aid  can  be  made  to  Advance  No.  982450-8 
Designated  for  Relief  to  Guadalajara. 

CRITICAL  ISSUES  FOR  UMC:  As 

United  Methodists  made  final  preparations  for 
the  May  5  opening  of  their  top  legislative  as¬ 
sembly,  a  new  study  released  identified  20  “crit¬ 
ical  issues”  for  the  future  of  society  and  the 
church.  Racism  and  violent  crime  and  drugs  are 
the  top  two  issues  facing  society,  according  to 
the  "Delphi”  study  conducted  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  United  Methodism’s 
chief  program  coordinating  agency.  Inside  the 
church,  those  surveyed  said,  top  concerns  are 
stewardship  and  missional  funding. 


CHURCH  IS  A  LIGHT  OF  HOPE: 

When  The  Rev.  Charles  Faso  of  Chicago’s  St. 
Peter’s  Catholic  Church 
learned  that  his  church’s 
power  would  be  cut  off  on 
April  18  because  of  under¬ 
ground  Chicago  flooding, 
he  faced  cancelling  the 
church’s  Saturday  evening 
Easter  vigil— one  of  the  ho¬ 
liest  days  of  the  year  for  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics.  St.  Peter’s  Eugene  Winkler 
was  one  of  70  buildings  closed  by  the  city  to  dis¬ 
connect  electrical  transformers  that  remained 
underwater  from  Chicago’s  April  1 3  flood.  But 
Father  Faso  knew  he  could  call  on  his  close 
friend  and  ecumenical  partner  at  Chicago  Tem¬ 
ple  (First  United  Methodist  Church),  the  Rev. 
Eugene  Winkler,  a  half-block  away.  On  one 
day’s  notice,  the  Easter  eve  mass  was  held  at 
Chicago  Temple,  with  some  300  persons  in  at¬ 
tendance.  “This  is  just  another  sign  of  how  far 
we’ve  gone  in  praying  together,”  Father  Faso 
told  The  Chicago  Tribune.  “After  400  years 
of  pointing  out  our  differences,  we’re  recogniz¬ 
ing  how  much  we  do  share.” 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  food  gifts  form  lifeline  in  Moscow 


MOSCOW — Her  name  was 
Anna. 

But  it  might  as  easily  have  been 
Lena  or  Julia — or  the  names  of 
any  of  nearly  100  women  stand¬ 
ing  in  line  last  week  in  the  shadow 
of  St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church  just  a  15- 
minute  drive  east  of  the  Kremlin. 

On  a  frigid  afternoon,  Anna 
was  waiting  to  receive  one  of 
many  boxes  of  food  that  had  ar¬ 
rived  that  day  from  United 
Methodists  in  the  U.S. 

Willing  to  wait 

She,  like  countless  other  elder¬ 
ly  Russians,  was  willing  to  wait 
for  the  food — and  to  receive  it 
on  a  Maundy  Thursday,  a  tradi¬ 
tional  day  of  fasting  for  Russian 
Orthodox  Christians — for  a  sim¬ 
ple  reason: 

Her  family  needed  it. 

“This  food  is  really  important  to 
those  people,”  explained  Alexan¬ 
dra,  a  parish  worker  overseeing  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  36-pound  boxes  of 
food  to  individuals  standing  out¬ 
side  a  garage-size  storage  shelter. 

"Many  of  our  elderly  have  so 
very  little,  and  their  pensions  are 
very  small,”  she  said. 

When  asked,  Anna  said  that  she 
wasn’t  sure  where  the  food  had 
come  from.  But,  when  told  that  it 
had  been  sent  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Christians  from  America,  she 
beamed  and  made  the  sign  of  the 
cross  with  her  hands. 

“Thank  you,  thank  you,  thank 
you,”  she  said. 

Anna’s  words  and  broad  smile 
symbolized  the  contact  that  is  be¬ 
ing  made  several  days  each  week 
throughout  Moscow  with  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

Food  arriving  regularly 

The  means  of  that  contact — 
food — is  arriving  regularly  at  a 
Moscow  Red  Cross  warehouse  via 
1,000-box  containers  shipped  by 
CSX/Scaland  freight  company. 

The  cost  of  the  shipments — 
nearly  $5,000  per  container  from 
the  U.S.  to  Moscow — is  being 
borne  jointly  by  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  and  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense,  according  to  the 
Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  interim 
chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 


Stories  from  Russia 
By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 


The  food  itself  consists  of  boxes 
of  rice,  powdered  milk,  chocolate 
bars  and  other  items  with  which 
the  boxes  were  packed  a  few 
weeks  ago  by  individual  United 
Methodists  and  other  Christians 
across  the  United  States. 

On  this  Maundy  Thursday, 
boxes  were  opened  from  such  lo¬ 
cations  as  Faith  UMC  in  Cole¬ 
man,  Minn.,  Asbury  UMC  in 
Webster  City,  Iowa,  and  a  collec¬ 
tion  center  in  Oroville,  Calif. 

Dr.  Weaver  and  a  delegation  of 
four  other  United  Methodists 
from  the  U.S.  witnessed  last 
week’s  food  distribution  outside 
St.  Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s  Church. 

“This  is  just  an  example  of 
what’s  going  on  all  over  Mos¬ 
cow,”  Dr.  Weaver  said. 

Delivered  by  volunteers 

He  pointed  out  that  many  of 
the  boxes  are  delivered  by  parish 
volunteers  to  individual  apart¬ 
ments  and  homes  for  people  un¬ 
able  to  pick  them  up. 

Dr.  Weaver  said  that  actual  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  food  in  Moscow  is 
coordinated  by  officials  of  the 
Russian  Orthodox  Church  and  the 
International  Peace  Fund. 

He  noted  that  security  for  the 
food  shipments  has  been  very  ef¬ 
fective  and  that  the  food  is  arriv¬ 
ing  with  very  little  damage  or 
pilferage. 

He  praised  the  efforts  of  the 
Rev.  Adam  Kuczma,  a  Polish 
United  Methodist  pastor  who  is 
the  church’s  coordinator  of  the 
Moscow  food  shipments,  and  An¬ 
atoly  Kurnznin,  Mr.  Kuczma’s 
Moscow  counterpart  representing 
the  International  Peace  Fund. 

“People  here  have  expressed 
deep  appreciation  for  what 
they’ve  received  in  the  name  of 
Christ,"  Mr.  Kuczma  said. 

A  Russian  government  official, 
Stanislav  Yelisseyev,  also  ex¬ 
pressed  gratitude  for  the  food 
shipments  and  said  he  foresees 
the  need  for  such  aid,  including 
medical  supplies,  for  at  least  an- 
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MOSCOW — The  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  interim  chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  hugs  a  Russian  woman  waiting  for  a  box  of  food  being  delivered  at  St.  Peter 
and  Paul's  Russian  Orthodox  Church.  Food  boxes  collected  by  American  United  Methodists  es¬ 
pecially  are  aiding  elderly  Russians  who  live  on  small  pensions.  ' 


other  year,  until  the  ravaged  Rus¬ 
sian  economy  gets  on  its  feet. 

The  Rev.  Dorsey  E.  Levell  of 
Springfield,  Mo.,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  was  among  the 
delegation  accompanying  Dr. 


Weaver  to  observe  the  Moscow 
food  distribution. 

“I  spent  27  years  in  the  Army 
Reserves  preparing  to  go  to  war 
with  the  Russians,”  Mr.  Levell 
mused  as  he  watched  the  boxes 


of  food  being  loaded  to  go  to  St. 
Peter’s  and  St.  Paul’s  Church. 

“Now  I’m  here  delivering  food 
when  I  might  have  been  here  in  a 
war.  This  is  so  much  better — a 
real  spiritual  experience!” 


Church  outreach  efforts  to  Russians  pose  bewildering  array 
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MOSCOW — Are  you,  your  con¬ 
gregation  or  conference  interested 
in  assisting  United  Methodists  in 
Russia? 

If  so,  you  have  a  bewildering  ar¬ 
ray  of  choices. 

Like  much  else  in  this  sprawling 
city,  getting  the  lay  of  the  land  can 
be  confusing  in  the  chaotic  after- 
math  of  the  fall  of  communism  and 
the  resurgence  of  interest  in  religion 
following  74  years  of  religious  re¬ 
pression. 

Recent  sightings 

Recent  sightings  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  include: 

,  ■  The  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  assigned  a 
missionary,  Chris  Hena,  to  the 
Moscow  area. 

Ms.  Hena  works  at  a  hospital  for 
children  with  congenital  disorders. 
Since  her  arrival  in  Moscow  last 
fall,  she  also  has  been  teaching  Bi¬ 


ble  studies  for  youths  and  adults  at 
a  Russian-American-Korean  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

■  As  a  direct  outgrowth  of  Ms. 
Hena’s  Bible  studies,  a  new  Rus¬ 
sian-speaking  United  Methodist 
congregation  is  planning  to  conduct 
its  first  worship  service  May  10  (see 
related  story  below). 

No  pastor  has  been  assigned  to 
the  new  congregation,  but  Ms.  Hena 
says  that  the  pastor  of  the  Russian- 
American-Korean  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  has  agreed  to  serve  the 
sacraments  as  needed. 

■  The  Russian-American-Korean 
UMC,  whose  minister  is  the  Rev. 
Young  Chuel-Cho,  may  be  the  old¬ 
est  United  Methodist  presence  in 
Moscow. 

Mr.  Cho  is  a  cleigy  member  of  the 
New  York  Conference  and  appointed 
to  his  post  by  Bishop  C.  Dale  White. 
According  to  Mr.  Cho’s  wife,  the 
church  was  started  by  Chang  Sun 


Kim,  a  Korean  diplomat  and  United 
Methodist  who  moved  three  years  ago 
from  Washington  to  Moscow.  Mr. 
Kim  had  been  an  active  member  of 
Ban  Suk  Korean  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Elmhurst,  N.Y.  The  congre¬ 
gation  receives  financial  support  from 
a  Korean  mission  committee  in  the 
New  York  Conference,  Mrs.  Cho  says. 

■  A  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  that  organized  last  fall  in  the  city 
of  Ekaterinburg  about  900  miles  east 
of  Moscow  is  thought  to  be  the  first 
United  Methodist  church  on  Russian 
soil  outside  Moscow. 

The  Ekaterinburg  congregation 
was  helped  to  organize  by  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  minister  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Shreveport,  La.  Its 
pastor  is  a  Russian  laywoman,  Lydia 
Istomina.  She  works  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  the  church’s  Northern 
European  Central  Conference. 

■  Three  pastors  of  large  United 


New  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Moscow  set  to  begin  worship  May  10 


MOSCOW — A  new  congregation 
of  Russian  United  Methodists  plans 
to  hold  its  first  worship  service  May 
10  in  Moscow. 

The  congrega¬ 
tion  is  being 
formed  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  some  40 
Russian  families, 
according  to  Chris 
Hena,  a  United 
Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary  assigned 
to  Moscow.  Chris  Hena 

Ms.  Hena,  a  Liberia  native  who 
speaks  Russian,  said  that  the  re¬ 
quest  followed  several  months  of 
Bible  studies  she  has  led  since  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Moscow  last  fall. 

She  said  she  and  the  Russian 
families  have  been  attending  a  Rus¬ 
sian-American-Korean  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Moscow.  But, 
as  the  numbers  of  Russians  grew,  so 
did  dissatisfaction  with  the  worship 
services  having  to  be  translated 


from  Korean  into  Russian. 

The  group  is  breaking  off  from 
the  Korean  church  with  the  pastor’s 
blessing,  Ms.  Hena  said. 

Ms.  Hena  said  that  she  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  response  from  the  Rev. 
Robert  Harman,  head  of  the  World 
Program  Division  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  approving  of  the  new  congre¬ 
gation  and  the  way  in  which  it  was 
formed. 

“I  didn’t  set  out  to  start  a  new 
church,”  Ms.  Hena  explained.  “My 
goal  in  the  beginning  was  to  invite 
people  who  were  interested  to  study 
the  Bible  with  me  in  my  apart¬ 
ment.” 

But,  she  said,  the  more  people 
learned,  the  more  they  wanted  to 
know. 

They  reached  a  point,  she  said, 
where  they  felt  strongly  about  the 
need  to  be  together  “as  a  church" 
where  they  could  support  each  oth¬ 
er  and  grow  together  in  their  faith. 


Methodist  churches  in  the  U.S. — 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  of  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  the  Rev.  William  Hin¬ 
son  of  Houston,  and  the  Rev.  James 
Buskirk  of  Tulsa,  Okla. — began  ar¬ 
riving  in  Moscow  the  week  after 
Easter. 

According  to  the  Rev.  H.  T.  Ma- 
clin  of  Atlanta,  retired  president  of 
the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  the  pastors  are  in 
Moscow  to  “assess  the  situation.” 

Mr.  Maclin,  who  arrived  in  Mos¬ 
cow  before  Easter,  said  that  he  will 
help  coordinate  the  visit  of  the 
three  ministers.  He  said  no  specific 
plans  have  been  made  regarding  fu¬ 
ture  Mission  Society  activity  in  the 
city  or  in  Russia. 


Three  pastors  of  large 
United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  U.S. — 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  the 
Rev.  William  Hinson  of 
Houston,  and  the  Rev. 
James  Buskirk  of  Tulsa, 
Okla. — began  arriving  in 
Moscow  this  week. _ 

He  said,  however,  that  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  has  offered  to  work 
with  the  church's  official  mission 


Ms.  Hena  said  that  Centenary 
UMC  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  has  agreed 
to  be  a  “sister  congregation"  to  the 
new  Moscow  congregation. 

She  hopes  that  this  relationship 
will  lead  to  more  opportunities  for 
teacher  training  and  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  which  the  Russians  desper¬ 
ately  need  and  want. 

So  far  as  she  is  aware,  this  will  be 
the  second  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Moscow.  The  “mother 
congregation,"  started  in  1990,  is 
pastored  by  the  Rev.  Young  Chuel- 
Cho  of  the  New  York  Conference. 

A  medical  doctor  is  providing  the 
key  lay  leadership  for  the  congrega¬ 
tion  with  which  she’s  associated, 
Ms.  Hena  said. 

She  said  the  physician  and  others 
have  been  putting  up  posters  all 
over  the  neighborhood  inviting  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  part  of  the  new  church  (see 
photo)  and  that  for  their  first  wor¬ 
ship  service  they’ve  hired  a  meeting 
hall  that  will  seat  300  people. 


agency  (the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries)  to  develop  the 
church’s  work  in  Russia  but  has  not 
received  a  reply. 

None  of  the  above  “sightings"  in¬ 
clude  the  more-or-less  independent 
efforts  of  individuals,  such  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  David  Stone, 
who  was  promoting  group-ex¬ 
changes  between  Christians  in  the 
U.S.  and  Russia. 

In  response  to  the  bewildering  ar¬ 
ray  of  church-related  activities  in  ar¬ 
eas  recently  liberated  from 
communist  rule,  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  has  called  a 
meeting  for  mid-May — immediately 
following  the  church’s  May  5-15  leg¬ 
islative  General  Conference — to  help 
sort  out  the  situation.  The  meeting  is 
to  be  held  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett 
Conference  Center  in  Nashville. 
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MOSCOW — This  poster  in  Russian  invites  people  to  come  to  the  new 
United  Methodist  congregation  (see  related  story  at  left).  The  new 
Russian  congregation  had  been  worshiping  with  a  Korean  United 
Methodist  congregation,  but  is  breaking  off  from  that  connection  with 
the  pastor's  blessing,  said  missionary  Chris  Hena.  Ms.  Hena,  who 
has  been  holding  Bible  study  for  some  of  the  Russian  worshipers,  is 
helping  the  new  congregation  organize.  Its  founders  have  rented  a 
hall  seating  300  for  the  first  worship  service  scheduled  May  10. 
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IN  GOD'S  SERVICE:  The  1992  Laity 
Sunday  theme  for  United  Methodists  will  be 
“We  Are  Called  to  Life  in  God’s  Service.”  Con¬ 
gregations  usually  observe  Laity  Sunday  in  the 
fall.  Information  on  Laity  Sunday  resources  is 
available  from  Section  on  the  Ministry  of  the 
Laity,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

SKY'S  THE  LIMIT:  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Rocky  Mountain  College  in  Billings, 
Mont.,  will  offer  a  new  “aerospace  adventure” 
camp  June  10-19  for  students  in  grades  7-11. 
Participants  will  fly  in  an  airplane  and  “fly”  in 
a  $100,000  flight  simulator.  More  information 
is  available  from  the  college  at  1511  Poly  Drive, 
Billings.  Mont.  59102. 


NEW  PRESIDENT:  Trustees  of  United 
Methodist-related  Virginia  Wesleyan  College  in 
Norfolk  and  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.,  have  selected 
M  the  Rev.  William  T.  Greer 

^1  Jr.  from  a  field  of  125  can- 

r  didates  to  be  the  college’s 

•-»  new  president.  Dr.  Greer, 

*  currently  president  of  an¬ 

other  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  school,  Brevard 
William  Greer  College  in  Brevard,  N.C., 
will  succeed  Lambuth  M.  Clarke.  Dr.  Clarke 
will  retire  July  31  after  26  years  as  president. 
Dr.  Greer  will  assume  the  Virginia  Wesleyan 
post  Aug.  1  after  seven  years  at  Brevard. 


COLLEGE  ELECTS:  Trustees  of  United 
Methodist-related  Emory  &  Henry  College  in 
Emory,  Va.,  have  elected  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Thomas  R.  Moms  as  its  19th  president. 
Dr.  Morris,  an  instructor  in  constitutional  law 
at  the  University  of  Richmond,  will  succeed  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Sydnor  Jr.  on  July  1.  Dr.  Sydnor 
will  become  chief  executive  officer  of  a  Rich¬ 
mond-based  public  television  corporation. 

PRAYER  VIGIL:  Representatives  of  the  54 
United  Methodist  “reconciling  congregations” 
will  hold  prayer  vigils  at  their  respective  sites 
during  the  church’s  May  5-15  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky.  A  churchwide  study  on 
homosexuality  will  be  considered  during  the 
conference.  “Reconciling  congregations”  is  an 
eight-year-old  program  in  which  congregations 
make  public  statements  of  welcome  to  all  men 
and  women  regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 

RURAL  AND  URBAN  LINKS:  “Build¬ 
ing  Bridges — Linking  Rural  and  Urban  People” 
is  the  theme  for  the  1992  Rural  Life  Sunday  ob¬ 
servance.  A  resolution  by  the  1988  General 
Conference  asked  all  congregations  to  “build 
bridges  of  understanding  and  partnership  be¬ 
tween  rural  and  urban  congregations  and  com¬ 
munities.”  Packets  can  be  ordered  from  108 
Balow  Wynd,  Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


They  chose  to  risk  healing 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DUNCAN,  Okla.— Stevie 
McElreath’s  two  years  of  prayer 
have  been  answered. 

In  1990,  Mrs.  McElreath,  her 
husband.  Mack,  and  other  lead¬ 
ing  laypeople  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Duncan 
went  to  an  Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference  camping  weekend  for 
a  10-hour  study  on  the  theology 
and  practice  of  healing  ministry. 
Leader  was  the  Rev.  James  F. 
Wagner,  director  of  healing  min¬ 
istry  for  The  Upper  Room. 

Since  then,  she  and  others 
from  Duncan  have  wanted  to 


start  a  healing  ministry  at  their 
church  but  felt  uncertain  how  if 
would  be  received  by  their  com¬ 
munity.  This  .year,  however,  they 
decided  to  risk  it,  Mrs.  McEl¬ 
reath  said. 

In  February  they  began  to  lead 
once-a-month  healing  services  at 
the  church. 

In  April  they  invited  pastors 
and  laypeople  from  nearby  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  Episcopal,  Luther¬ 
an,  Christian  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  and  Baptist  churches  for 
a  local-church  version  of  the 
healing  ministry  study.  Nearly  3ft 
people  accepted  (see  accompany: 
ing  story  above). 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

DUNCAN,  Okla. — From  the 
Rev.  Gale  Izard’s  perspective, 
the  Christian  church  today  en¬ 
gages  in  only  two-thirds  of  the 
ministry  Jesus  bequeathed  to  it. 

“We  do  well  with  preaching 
and  teaching  but  we’ve  forgotten 
about  healing,"  says  the  minister 
of  missions  for  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Tulsa. 

“Preaching  proclaims  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  Teaching  explains  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  But  healing  makes  real  the 
Gospel.” 

With  that  assertion,  Mr.  Izard 
opened  a  recent  two-day  semi¬ 
nar,  “An  Adventure  in  Healing 
and  Wholeness.”  This  was  one  of 
47  such  training  events  being 
held  around  the  church  during 
1992 — 37  at  the  congregational 
level  and  10  for  annual  confer¬ 
ence  leaders. 

The  1 0-hour  course  was  created 
by  the  Rev.  James  F.  Wagner,  di¬ 
rector  of  healing  ministry  for  The 
Upper  Room,  a  division  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  in  Nashville.  The  seminar 
is  designed  to  train  pastors  and 
laypeople  in  the  theology  and 
practice  of  healing  ministry  in  the 
local  congregation. 

"Intentional  involvement" 

These  sessions  grow  out  of  an 
action  by  the  church’s  1984  legis¬ 
lative  General  Conference.  That 
action  supported  “intentional  in¬ 
volvement”  in  healing  ministry 
by  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions.  Dr.  Wagner  has  directed 
healing  ministry  since  1987. 

Despite  these  eight  years  of  ex¬ 
perience,  healing  ministry  re¬ 
mains  largely  unclaimed  by  local 
congregations,  Mr.  Izard  noted. 

However,  recent  evidence 
demonstrates  a  need  for  healing 
that  congregations  would  be  wise 
to  note,  he  added.  As  examples 
he  cited  increasing  requests  for 
healing  services  in  local  congre¬ 
gations  and  responses  to  recent 
articles  on  healing  in  The  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

In  its  broadest  sense,  healing 
ministry  makes  intentional  and 
specific  the  kind  of  intercession 
most  congregations  make  in  gener¬ 
al  through  their  regular  worship 
services,  Mr.  Izard  explained. 

Worshipers  focus 

In  healing  services,  however, 
the  intercessions  regularly  in¬ 
volve  specific  prayers  and  sacra¬ 
mental  aids  such  as  communion, 
anointing  with  oil  and  the  laying 


See  related  editorial  on  Page  2. 


on  of  hands,  he  added.  These 
aids  are  intended  to  help  wor¬ 
shipers  focus  on  God’s  healing 
power  so  that  they  can  cooperate 
with  God  in  relieving  the  ail¬ 
ment,  whatever  its  nature. 

Among  misconceptions  listed 
by  the  30  participants  to  which 
Mr.  Izard  responded  were: 

•f  Some  Christians  think  that 
healing  ministry  applies  only  to 
physical  ailments. 

Jesus’  healing  ministry,  Mr. 
Izard  explained,  dealt  with  at 
least  five  kinds  of  healing:  spiri¬ 
tual  (as  in  the  forgiveness  of 
sins),  mental/emotional,  relation¬ 
al,  physical  and  "ultimate  heal¬ 
ing,”  which  comes  after  death  as 
one  is  renewed  by  eternal  life. 
Christian  healing  ministry  is 
based  on  Jesus’  model,  he  said. 

/  Some  Christians  believe  that 
illness  is  God’s  punishment  for  sin. 

“This  is  not  a  New  Testament 
concept,”  Mr.  Izard  said.  “Jesus 
taught  that  God’s  will  for  us  is 
health  and  wholeness.  In  fact,  the 
Greek  word,  ‘sozo,’  which  we 
translate  as  "salvation,”  can  also 
be  translated  as  ‘health’  or 
‘wholeness.’  ” 

/  Some  Christians  believe  that 
healing  ministry  can  take  only 
one  form. 

Mr.  Izard  pointed  out  that  Je¬ 
sus  used  many  methods  when  he 
healed,  tailoring  his  therapy  to 
the  sick  person’s  need. 

In  addition.  Scripture  accounts 
tell  of  early  Christians  forgiving 
sins  (spiritual  healing),  anointing 
with  oil  (physical  healing)  or  seek¬ 
ing  reconciliation  between  people 
(relational  healing).  These  accounts 
show  that  God’s  healing  uses  all 
available  resources,  including  those 
that  today  are  provided  by  psycho¬ 
therapy  and  medicine. 

✓  Some  Christians  resist  what 
they  see  as  “bargaining”  with 
God  for  healing. 

“Prayer  for  healing  and  whole¬ 
ness  is  not  to  manipulate  God 
into  doing  something  for  us,” 
Mr.  Izard  said.  “Prayer  is  getting 
ourselves  in  line  with  the  good¬ 
ness  that  God  has  for  us.  God  re¬ 
quires  our  personal  cooperation 
in  healing  because  God  respects 
our  free  will.” 

•f  Some  Christians  have  had 
bad  experiences  with  charlatans 
or  fear  that  all  healing  ministry  is 
like  some  shown  on  television. 

Authentic  Christian  healing  min¬ 
istry  recognizes  that  instantaneous 


DUNCAN,  Okla.— The  Rev. 
Gale  Izard  instructs  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Robin 
McAdow  (standing)  and  Epis¬ 
copal  laywoman  Nancy  Sloan 
in  the  Christian  ritual  of 
anointing.  At  right,  an  altar  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Duncan  holds  the  elements 
of  a  service  of  communion 
with  anointing:  bread,  grape 
juice  and  olive  oil  to  be  dis¬ 
pensed  from  small  cups  and 
an  "oil  button." 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS 
BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


healing  miracles,  especially  for 
physical  ailments,  are  rare,  Mr. 
Izard  said.  Healing  is  a  process, 
just  as  getting  sick  is  a  process. 

“The  question  to  ask  is  not 
‘Are  you  cured?’  but  ‘Do  you  feel 
better?’  ”  he  advised.  “Being 
cured  and  being  healed  are  not 
necessarily  the  same  thing.” 

“The  responsibility  for  healing 
is  not  ours,  but  obedience  to 
Christ’s  command  to  do  the 
works  he  did,  so  that  God  may  be 
glorified,  is  our  responsibility,” 
Mr.  Izard  said. 

for  information  on  "An  Adventure  in 
Healing  and  Wholeness  ,"  write  Heal¬ 
ing  Ministry,  The  Upper  Room,  P.O. 
Box  189,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0189. 


RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES.  Immedi¬ 
ate  opening  in  a  growing  1 700  church  in  Central 
Florida.  Multiple  staff  with  strong  music  minis¬ 
try.  A  full-time  position  with  fully  graded  choirs 
and  handbells.  Experience  and  references  re¬ 
quired.  Salary/benefit  package  negotiable.  Send 
resume  by  May  15  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  101  West  Dakin  Ave., 
Kissimmee,  FL  34741  ■ _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  at  an  active  multi-staffed  (including 
musicians,  Jim  and  Jean  Strathdee)  suburban 
church  with  an  emphasis  on  mission  outreach 
and  social  concern,  committed  to  ministering  to 
people  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  Looking  for  an 
active,  energetic,  creative,  individual  to  strength¬ 
en  and  expand  youth  program.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Salary  range  S25,000-$30,000  plus  bene¬ 
fits,  commensurate  with  experience.  Send 
resumes  and/or  requests  for  job  description  to: 
Don  Fado,  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church. 
2391  St.  Mark’s  Way,  Sacramento,  CA  95864. 
PHYSICIAN  —  Opportunity  to  provide  quality 
care  through  out-patient  clinic  of  UM  mission 
project  in  rural  Appalachia.  We  provide  salary, 
housing,  professional  liability,  health  coverage 
and  support  personnel.  Contact:  Personnel  Direc¬ 
tor,  Red  Bird  Medical  Center,  Beverly,  KY 
40913.  (606)  598-5135. _ 

DCE.  GROWING  VITAL  1700-MEMBER 
church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children’s,  young  adult  and  family  ministries, 
plus  adult  Sunday  School.  Requires  proven  expe¬ 
rience.  enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers;  relate  to  and  commu¬ 
nicate  with  other  staff  and  a  dedicated  Christian 
discipleship.  Send  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to:  Fountain  City  UMC,  212  Hotel  Ave., 
Knoxville,  TN  3791 8. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 
available  at  1 ,800-member  church  located  in  col¬ 
lege  community.  Must  have  positive  church  mu¬ 
sic  experience,  work  well  with  volunteers,  sup¬ 
port  a  wide  variety  of  United  Methodist  worship 
from  “blue  jean”  to  “high  church”  settings,  and 
provide  enthusiastic  leadership  to  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  music  program.  Send  resume,  references, 
and  compensation  expectations  to:  Rev.  Fred  H. 
Haustein,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  801  S. 
Main,  Jonesboro,  AR  72401 . _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EITHER  A  Director 
of  Music  and  Christian  Education,  or  a  Director 
of  Christian  Education  Program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume:  Rev.  Dan  Woodward,  610  Em¬ 
erson  St.,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  Call:  (601) 
453-2822,  daytime;  (601)  453-2417,  evenings. 
YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth 
for  1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke,  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh 
Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229. _ 

FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Re¬ 
producible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimburse¬ 
ments,  contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volun¬ 
teers  to  boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to: 
Free  Forms,  Volunteer  Impact  Press,  929-A  S. 
Crockett,  Sherman.  TX  75090-7927. 


CLASSIFIED 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  for  5200-member 
church,  Tulsa,  OK.  Extensive  music  program  in  a 
multiple-staff  environment.  Adult,  youth,  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs  and  youth  and  adult  handbell 
choirs.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  As- 
bury  UMC,  5838  South  Sheridan,  Tulsa,  OK 
74145. _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  1600-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Must  be  motivated  and  organized  to  expand 
current  youth  programs.  Total  compensation  ne¬ 
gotiable  based  on  experience  and  education.  Send 
resume  to:  Littleton  United  Methodist  Church, 
1313  W.  Shepperd  Ave.,  Littleton,  CO  80120. 
Attn:  Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee.  (303) 
794-6379. _ 

RUSSIA  $1895  FOR  TWO  WEEKS  —  Russian 
Summer  Study  Program  offered  by  St.  Petersburg 
Seminary  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  with  St. 
Xenia  Hospital  Foundation  (USA)  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Russia  June  16-30,  June  30-July  14,  July 
14-28  and  July  28-August  11.  Price  includes 
transportation  from  New  York,  student  rooms 
(30  participants),  meals,  study  program,  church 
visits,  sightseeing,  entertainment.  Moscow  trip 
available.  For  information:  (908)  219-9567  or 
write:  Rev.  James  C.  McReynolds,  St.  Xenia  Hos¬ 
pital  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  8941,  Red  Bank,  NJ 
07701. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
Full-time  ministry  with  children/youth.  Degree/ 
experience.  Job  description  available.  First  Unit- 
ed  Methodist,  Box  294,  Madison,  FL  32340. _ 

BAR  HARBOR,  MAINE:  One  bedroom  guest- 
quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished.  Washer/ 
dryer.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  private  with 
own  entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  village  near 
Acadia  National  Park.  No  smokers.  Weekly  July, 
August.  Evenings  (207)  288-3057. _ 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FULL-TIME  Music  Di¬ 
rector  for  2700-member  church.  Job  includes  di¬ 
recting  adult,  youth,  and  children's  choirs  and 
handbell  choirs.  Position  also  open  for  full-time 
organist.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Send  resume  to:  John  Stoioff, 
Chair  —  Music  Search  Committee,  302  Partridge 
Circle,  Summerville.  SC  29485. _ 

WANTED  —  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  be  caretaker  of  beautiful  historic  chapel  in 
secluded  area  of  east  Texas.  Nice  home  furnished 
in  exchange  for  light  duty.  For  details  call:  Aldous 
at:  (409)  560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  639-6902. 

JOURNEYS  IN  WHOLENESS/HOLINESS. 
EEWC  conference  in  San  Francisco  July  16-19. 
Experience  biblical  equality  —  a  time  to  heal  & 
be  challenged,  Evangelical  &  Ecumenical  Wom- 
en’s  Caucus,  Box  209,  Hadley,  NY  12835. _ 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  JOURNALS  AND 
Daily  Advocates,  1956-1984.  Historical/reference 
value.  Free  for  transportation  costs.  Newell 
Knudson,  1498  Gettysburg,  Clovis,  CA  93612. 
(209)  291-0759. _ 

SUBURBAN  ST.  LOUIS  CHURCH,  1,200 
members,  seeks  Director  of  Programming  to 
work  with  Council  on  Ministries  to  coordinate 
planning  and  implementation  of  church  activi¬ 
ties.  Experience  required,  diaconal  preferred.  Sal¬ 
ary:  negotiable.  Resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
Salem-in-Ladue  United  Methodist  Church,  1200 
South  Lindbergh,  St.  Louis,  MO  63131. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia.  PA  19120.  (215)329-7321. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. _ 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864, _ 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-condition¬ 
ed  lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger 
cookout,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call: 
(501)  253-8418  today! 


COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$.  Catalog  $1.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1211.  (Accredited). 


FOR  SALE:  1991  GMC  12  passenger  van,  6,500 
miles,  fully  loaded  with  front  and  rear  air,  power 
windows,  power  locks,  AM/FM  cassette,  350  V8 
and  automatic  overdrive  transmission.  Deluxe 
interior  and  dark  glass  windows.  Sold  new  for 
over  $22,000,  now  only  $  1 5,975.  Call  Kevin  Gro¬ 
ver,  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC,  Wagoner,  OK, 
(918)485-2188. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  FiU 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun- 
tington.WV  25706-0036. _ 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer- 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. _ 

WANT  TO  KNOW  WHERE  YOUR  MONEY  is 
going?  To  find  out  more  about  the  financial  re¬ 
sources  of  The  Women’s  Division  of  the  U.M. 
Church,  and  the  distribution  of  those  resources, 
order  the  Financial  File,  prepared  by  Evangelical 
Coalition  of  United  Methodist  Women.  Send 
$8.00  and  mail  to:  Mrs.  Faye  Short,  Rt.  2,  Box 
490,  Commerce,  GA  30529. _ 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Conference  seeking  Associate  Council  Direc¬ 
tor  with  special  skills  in  children's  ministries  and 
local  church  family  ministries.  Send  resume  and 
400  word  philosophy  of  children’s  ministries  to: 
David  Severe,  2420  N.  Blackwelder,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73106  before  June  1 5. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS.  Sue 
Bennett  College  invites  applications  and  nomina¬ 
tions  for  the  position  of  Director  of  Public  Rela¬ 
tions.  The  Director  reports  to  the  Vice  President 
for  Institutional  Advancement  and  is  responsible 
for  internal  and  external  communications,  publi¬ 
cations,  and  publicity.  Sue  Bennett  College  is  re¬ 
lated  to  the  National  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Materials  should  be  sent  to:  Dr.  Ramona 
Lainhart,  Vice  President  for  Institutional  Ad¬ 
vancement,  151  College  St.,  London,  KY  40741. 
Sue  Bennett  College  is  an  Equal  Opportunity,  Af¬ 
firmative  Action  Employer. 


Proposed  pension  plan  challenged 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
top  legislative  body  is  being  asked 
to  adopt  a  denominational  health¬ 
care  plan  before  crucial  specifics 
that  determine  costs  and  benefits 
are  spelled  out,  a  regional  church 
newspaper  has  charged. 

An  article  in  an  April  issue  of  the 
Baltimore-based  “United  Methodist 
Connection”  states  that  officials  at  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Pensions 
admit  the  proposed  UMCare  system 
described  in  documents  prepared  for 
the  General  Conference  “is  a  detailed 
summary  of  a  medical  care  concept, 
not  a  finalized  specific  plan.” 

The  churchwide  plan  for  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  agency  em¬ 
ployees  and  their  families  is  being 
recommended  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference,  which  meets 
May  5-15  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Church  employees  are  now  covered 
under  a  patchwork  of  agency  and  an¬ 
nual  (regional)  conference  plans, 
which  vary  in  cost  and  benefits. 

Katherine  Martinez,  director  of 
the  board’s  group  health  services  di¬ 
vision,  told  “Connection”  staff 
members  that  no  formal  document 
spells  out  all  details  of  the  plan.  She 
acknowledged,  the  story  said,  that 
specifics  would  be  fully  defined  by 
the  pensions  board  only  after  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  adopts  the  proposal. 

The  Rev.  James  Parker,  top  exec¬ 


utive  of  the  pension  board,  told  about  UMCare.  ...  A  vast  majority 
United  Methodist  News  Service  (of  conferences  and  agencies)  would 
that  he  is  puzzled  at  some  of  the  pay  less  than  they  are  now  paying, 
criticisms  that  are  being  raised,  with  a  net  savings  of  $40  million  to. 
“We  are  trying  to  hide  nothing  $50  million.” 


Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty 
and  students  stand  true  to 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan¬ 
gelical  beliefs.  Discover  en¬ 
riched  personal  and  family 
relationships,  sharpen  your 
scholarly  insights  and  habits 
in  the  company  of  interna¬ 
tionally  acclaimed  profes¬ 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your 
denomination.  Asbury  Semi¬ 


nary  is  accredited  by  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  to  award 
master's  and  doctor’s  degrees; 
and  is  approved  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Misslology 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Univ.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

&  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3561,  Eastern  lime.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 
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Religion  and  labor  renew  coalition 

Religious  leaders'  action  in  Caterpillar  strike  marks  new  relationship 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Within  hours  of  the  Caterpillar  Com¬ 
pany’s  announcement  in  early  April  that 
it  would  hire  replacement  workers  for 
striking  employees,  a  group  of  pastors, 
church  officials  and  laity  from  across  the 
country  were  putting  their  name  to  a 
public  statement  urging  the  company  to 
change  its  plans. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  interreligious  plea 
had  no  effect.  Caterpillar’s  threat  was 
successful,  producing  an  agreement  from 
striking  United  Auto  Workers  to  return 
to  work,  while  both  sides  returned  to  the 
bargaining  table. 

But  the  quick  response  from  religious 
leaders,  especially  at  state  and  local  lev¬ 
els,  to  the  Caterpillar  threat  marks  a  new 
level  of  involvement  for  churches  in  la¬ 
bor  questions. 

Religion-labor  coalition  growing 

Their  action  underscores  a  renewal — 
still  young  and  fragile  but  growing — of  a 
once-strong  coalition  between  religion 
and  labor. 

“It  is  not  exactly  a  sea  change  in  rela¬ 
tions,”  said  the  Rev.  Ted  Erickson  of  the 
United  Church  of  Christ’s  Board  for 
Homeland  Ministries  and  a  co-convener 
of  the  Religious  Committee  for  Work¬ 
place  Fairness.  “But  there  is  a  transition 
going  on.” 

What’s  changing,  he  said,  is  that  at  least 
some  churches  and  religious  leaders  are  be¬ 
coming  sensitive  to  labor  concerns  and 
taking  more  initiative  in  getting  involved. 

For  many  reasons,  however,  it  is  not 
an  easy  coalition  to  build. 

"There  are  a  whole  lot  of  negatives," 


said  Kim  Bobo,  a  specialist  in  building 
relations  between  labor  and  religious 
groups.  She  teaches  organizing  skills  at 
the  Midwest  Academy,  a  center  that 
trains  liberal  social  activists. 

For  one  thing,  she  said,  mainline  de¬ 
nominations  no  longer  assign  a  person  to 
keep  tabs  on  labor  issues. 

“There  is  no  one  to  talk  to,  no  one  pro¬ 
viding  information  to  the  denomination¬ 
al  membership,”  she  said.  “One  of  our 
goals  is  to  build  that  back  in.” 

That’s  even  true  of  Catholicism,  she 
said,  which  is  no  longer  the  working  class 
church  it  once  was. 

Seminarians  not  working  class 

Seminarians,  both  Protestant  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  rarely  come  from  working 
class  families  and  have  little  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  issues. 

Another  negative  is  the  decline  of 
union  membership  overall,  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  decline  of  union  households  in 
both  mainline  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches. 

Today,  union  members  tend  to  be  in 
evangelical  or  fundamentalist  churches, 
which  are  generally  less  structured,  Ms. 
Bobo  said. 

Both  Mr.  Erickson  and  Ms.  Bobo  noted 
“some  suspicion"  on  the  part  of  labor  lead¬ 
ers  when  religious  people  offer  their  help. 

Organized  labor  and  the  churches,  es¬ 
pecially  national  bureaucracies  of  the  two 
institutions,  have  differed  sharply  on 
Cold  War  foreign  policy  issues. 

Domestically,  Mr.  Erickson  said,  reli¬ 
gious  activists  have  focused  on  the  “real¬ 
ly  needy,  the  poorest.  There  is  very  little 
sympathy.for  the  striking  worker.” 
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Organized  labor  and  the  churches,  especially  national  bu¬ 
reaucracies  of  the  two  institutions,  have  differed  sharply 
on  U.S.  foreign  policy  and  other  issues,  church/labor  ac¬ 
tivists  say.  According  to  the  accompanying  article,  union 
members  are  leaving  mainline  Protestant  churches  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches  to  join  evangelical  and  funda¬ 
mentalist  churches.  But  that  may  be  changing  as  more 
mainline  church  leaders  get  involved  in  labor  issues. 


Poet's  TV  special  explores  power  of  faith 


PUBLIC  BROADCASTING  SYSTEM  PHOTO 


Poet,  activist  and  teacher  Maya  Angelou  takes  viewers  of  her  upcoming  PBS  television  special  to  meet 
the  people  of  Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco.  With  her  is  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams,  who  heads  the  innercity  church,  a  diverse  congregation  that  operates  28  social  service  pro- 


From  News  Sources 

The  Bible  says  faith  is  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  things  not  seen.  I  believe  it 
is  faith  which  allows  human  beings 
to  try  to  rise  in  the  morning,  after 
evenings  of  terror  and  fear  and  grief 
and  disappointment. 

I  believe  it  is  faith  which  allows 
men  and  women  to  love  each  other 
and  to  dare  to  have  children.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  faith  . . .  and  faith  alone 
can  be  credited  with  those  miracles. 

— Maya  Angelou 

“Rainbow  in  the  Clouds,”  an 
hour-long  public  television  special, 
follows  poet,  activist  and  teacher 
Maya  Angelou  as  she  visits  San 
Francisco’s  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  program  premieres  May  22 
on  PBS. 

Ms.  Angelou,  a  groundbreaker  for 
black  women  in  film,  is  an  award¬ 
winning  author  who  counts  “I 
Know  Why  the  Caged  Bird  Sings” 
among  her  best-selling  books. 

In  “Rainbow  in  the  Clouds”  the 
Glide  Memorial  church  is  described 
as  an  ethnically  and  economically 
diverse  congregation  “that  encour¬ 
ages  people  to  free  their  lives 
through  fellowship,  faith  in  a  higher 
power  and  the  healing  nature  of 
their  spiritual  selves.” 

'A  healing  cycle'  created 

;  "What  we’ve  done  is  create  a 
healing  cycle,”  says  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams  in  the  film. 

Mr.  Williams  is  Glide  Memorial’s 
senior  minister. 

•  “If  we’re  really  the  church,  we 
Ought  to  help  people  become  em¬ 
powered  so  we  can  break  out  of  de¬ 
humanization  and  oppression  with 
each  other  and  for  each  other,”  Mr. 
Williams  continues. 

;  “I’m  convinced  if  you  live  in  the 
spirit  and  you  love  yourself,  then 
you  can  truly  love  your  neighbor. 


grams. 

But  you  can’t  love  your  neighbor 
until  you  love  yourself.” 

“Rainbow  in  the  Clouds"  features 
a  Sunday  morning  service  at  Glide 
Memorial,  which  weaves  old-time 
gospel,  ’60s  political  awareness  and  a 
communal  atmosphere  into  a  rich 
tapestry  of  music,  words  and  ideas 
and  includes  the  comments,  stories 
and  poems  of  Ms.  Angelou. 

“Each  of  us  is  edge-walking  all 
the  time,”  says  Ms.  Angelou  to  the 
Glide  church  congregation.  “Just 
now,  nobody's  doing  okay.  Nobody 
is  safe  anywhere.  So  we  desperately 
need  faith. 

“We  need  somebody  to  put  their 


hand  on  us  and  say  ’Come  on  back, 
honey,  come  on  back,  it’s  all  right. 
I've  been  there,  too;  it’s  all  right.'  ” 

Ms.  Angelou  also  talks  with  street 
people  in  San  Francisco’s  Tender¬ 
loin  district  who  have  applied 
Glide's  philosophy  of  recovery,  re¬ 
vival  and  activism  to  their  lives. 
They  pioneer  a  struggle  for  survival 
and  dignity  in  the  inner  city. 

Drug  dealer  changed 

In  the  film.  Glide  church  member 
and  former  drug  dealer  Alex  Hum¬ 
phrey,  who  began  to  turn  his  life 
around  after  the  h'rth  of  his  son, 
says,  “I  came  to  church  here  and  it 


felt  real  good  because  I  felt  accepted. 

“Nobody  was  better  than  no  one, 
and  there  wasn't  really  ceremony,  it 
was  celebration. 

In  the  film  Ms.  Angelou  says:  “It 
is  faith  which  allows  you  to  stand 
erect  against  the  burden  of  gravity 
and  the  burden  of  one’s  own  life.  It 
is  faith  which  allows  you  to  open 
your  mouth  wide  and  laugh  and 
open  your  mouth  and  cry. 

“In  many  churches  around  this 
country  and  around  the  world,  peo¬ 
ple  go  into  those  edifices  looking  for 
God  and  looking  for  themselves. 
And  quite  often,  happily,  they  find 
both,"  she  said. 


'World  Order'  is  student  group's  long-time  concern 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

:  NEW  YORK — In  the  aftermath 
Of  World  War  II,  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation  (WSCF)  dis¬ 
cussed  the  “world  order." 

:  This  year,  at  a  recent  meeting,  the 
federation's  topic  was  the  “new 
World  order.” 

|  Topics  like  these  have  been  part 
of  an  evolutionary  process  since  the 
federation’s  founding  in  1895,  rep¬ 
resentatives  told  ecumenical  guests 
at  a  recent  luncheon  at  New  York’s 
Interchurch  Center. 

Although  the  federation’s  focus 
has  shifted  from  North  America 
and  Europe  to  other  parts  of  the 
world  and  from  a  Geneva  office  to 
six  regional  offices,  the  basic  orga¬ 
nization  has  remained. 


That  could  be  a  key  to  the  federa¬ 
tion’s  survival,  according  to  Jean 
Francois  Delteil  of  France,  co-secre¬ 
tary  general. 

He  said  federation  officials  have 
learned  from  the  experience  of  other 
student  movements  that  “once  the 
structure  has  disappeared,  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  and  sometimes  im¬ 
possible  to  bring  it  back  together.” 

The  official  U.S.  affiliate  of  the 
World  Student  Christian  Federa¬ 
tion  dissolved  itself  in  the  1960s. 

But  federation  chairman  Marshall 
Fernando  of  Sri  Lanka  noted  that  the 
United  States  still  has  “a  very  long 
tradition  supporting  the  federation" 
and  that  “gallant  efforts"  to  revive  its 
branch  are  being  made. 

Specifically,  the  Council  on  Ecu¬ 
menical  Student  Christian  Minis¬ 


tries — a  partnership  of  national  staff 
from  nine  denominations,  formed  in 
1987 — is  leading  that  effort. 

The  council’s  board  members  in¬ 
clude  Ken  Guest,  World  Division, 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Don  Shock- 
ley,  Campus  Ministry,  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Also  involved  is  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion’s  United  Methodist  Student 
Forum,  a  World  Student  Christian 
Federation  affiliate. 

The  federation’s  global  diversity 
was  evidenced  by  the  students,  who 
represented  Hong  Kong,  Poland, 
Norway,  Honduras,  Lebanon, 
Egypt,  El  Salvador,  South  Africa, 
Canada,  Burma,  Sri  Lanka,  Singa¬ 
pore,  Kenya,  Ethiopia,  the  Philip¬ 


pines,  France  and  Italy. 

Most  World  Student  Christian 
Federation  activity  occurs  at  the 
university  level. 

Co-secretary  general  Clarissa  Ba- 
lan-Sycip  of  the  Philippines  said 
students  “see  the  importance  of  in¬ 
carnating  their  faith  in  their  own 
(cultural)  context." 

The  Federation  of  South  Africa 
Christian  Students,  for  example,  fo¬ 
cuses  on  education  and  on  persons 
displaced  because  of  violence  in 
that  country,  said  Maggie  Mphah- 
ieles,  a  Methodist. 

Internationally,  the  federation 
works  to  empower  its  constituents 
and  reports  incidents  of  violations 
of  student  and  youth  rights  to  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  of  the 
United  Nations. 


Book  causes  furor 
among  Catholics 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 
Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — A  new  book  that 
blames  Roman  Catholic  Church 
teachings  on  sex  for  massive  de¬ 
fections  of  church  members  has 
touched  off  a  furor  between  lib¬ 
erals  and  conservatives. 

In  “Catholics  and  Sex”  sched¬ 
uled  for  publication  May  1  in  En¬ 
gland,  authors  Peter  Stanford  and 
Kate  Saunders  write,  “Thousands 
of  people  are  leaving  the  church 
every  year,  unable  to  cope  with  the 
ludicrous  and  unnecessary  de¬ 
mands  on  their  personal  lives.” 

Mr.  Stanford,  until  recently  the 
editor  of  the  “Catholic  Herald,”  a 
national  independent  weekly,  said 
in  an  interview;  “Christ’s  church 
should  not  be  tearing  people’s 
lives  apart.” 

He  claims  that  Vatican  rules  on 
sex,  including  prohibitions  against 
artificial  birth  control,  masturba¬ 
tion  and  homosexual  activity, 
“continue  to  cause  untold  misery 
and  guilt  to  those  brought  up  in 
the  Catholic  tradition.” 

Mr.  Stanford  has  left  the  paper 
to  freelance.  He  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  that  his  decision  to  leave  the 
paper  had  been  made  months 
ago  and  was  not  connected  to  the 
controversy  over  his  book. 

Anti-pornography  campaigner 
Victoria  Gillick  dismissed  it  as 
just  another  “dirty  little  book  to 


make  money. 

The  authors  admit  that  “Catho¬ 
lics  and  Sex” — with  a  cover  dis¬ 
playing  a  soft-focus  portrait  of  pop 
singer  Madonna  dressed  only  in 
garter  belt  and  suspenders  and 
wearing  a  gaudy  crucifix — may 
prove  “offensive  to  some.” 

The  book  is  based  on  inter¬ 
views  with  a  wide  range  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Catholics,  many  of  whom 
have  high  profiles  because  of 
their  involvement  in  the  arts  and 
entertainment  fields. 

The  book  also  includes  inter¬ 
views  with  some  unnamed  priests. 

A  moderate  reaction  to  the  book 
came  from  middle-of-the-road  col¬ 
umnist  Mary  Kenny.  She  said  her 
local  London  church  is  always  full 
of  young  people  “whereas  such 
places  as  Jack  Spong’s  church  in 
America  are  half  empty.” 

She  referred  to  Bishop  John 
Spong,  the  liberal  Episcopal  bish¬ 
op  of  Newark,  N.J.,  who  has  ad¬ 
vocated  loosening  sexual  policies 
of  his  church. 

“The  Lutheran  Church  in  Den¬ 
mark,  which  has  no  rules  on  sex¬ 
ual  conduct,  is  closing  down  like 
nine-pins,”  Ms.  Kenny  said. 

The  Rev.  John  Redford,  a 
Catholic  priest  who  teaches  the¬ 
ology  at  Maryvale  College,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  told  Religious  News 
Service,  “Loyal  Catholics  will 
not  see  their  experiences  reflect¬ 
ed  in  a  book  like  this  and  will  feel 
it  is  a  misrepresentation.” 


History  of  Hymns- 

'Majesty'  proves  popular 


Majesty,  worship  his  majesty; 

Unto  Jesus  be  all  glory,  honor,  and 
praise. 

Majesty,  kingdom  authority, 

Flow  from  his  throne 
Unto  his  own; 

His  anthem  raise. 

So  exalt,  lift  up  on  high  the  name  of- 
Jesus. 

Magnify,  come  glorify  Christ  Jesus, 
the  King. 

Majesty,  worship  his  majesty. 

Jesus  who  died,  now  glorified. 

King  of  all  kings .* 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

During  vacation  days  in  Great 
Britain  in  the  summer  of  1977,  the 
Rev.  Jack  and  Anna  Hayford  en¬ 
joyed  being  tourists  and  visiting  ca¬ 
thedrals  and  castles  of  ancient 
vintage. 

They  were  impressed  with  the 
preservation  of  such  majestic  build¬ 
ings  and  in  their  imagination  thought 
of  the  people  centuries  ago  who  lived 
and  worshiped  God  there. 

One  day  while  the  Hayfords  were 
driving  along  the  pastoral  English 
countryside,  the  words  of  “Majes¬ 
ty”  began  to  take  shape.  As  he 
drove,  Mr.  Hayford  would  piece  to¬ 
gether  the  lyrics  and  sing  a  melodic 


Mr.  Hayford  has 
written  several  books 
and  over  400  hymns. 

phrase,  and  his  wife  would  write 
them  down  in  her  notebook. 

Returning  to  their  home  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Jack  Hayford  completed  the , 
song  and  introduced  it  to  the  con-: 
gregation  at  The  Church  on  the 
Way  where  he  has  served  as  pastor 
since  1969. 

The  church  that  in  1969  had  18 
members  now  has  over  7,000  mem¬ 
bers. 

While  continuing  to  serve  this 
church,  in  1977  Mr.  Hayford  be¬ 
came  president  of  L.l.F.E.  Bible 
College  in  Los  Angeles. 

Much  in  demand  as  a  conference, 
leader  and  speaker,  Mr.  Hayford  is 
the  author  of  a  number  of  books 
and  has  written  more  than  400 
hymns  and  songs.  “Majesty”  has 
become  by  far  the  most  popular  of. 
these. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"I  Know  Whom  I  Have  Believed" 

**1981  Rock  smith  Music  c/o  Trust  Music  Mgmt., 
Inc.  P.  O.  Box  9256,  Calabasas,  CA  91372.  Used  by  l 
permission.  All  rights  reserved. 


Dear  Deborah==== 

Swearing  upsets  worker 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  a  situation  at  work  that  I 
just  cannot  tolerate.  But  I  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  quit  my  job,  either. 

Is  there  any  way  to  get  a  coworker 
to  stop  swearing,  using  foul  lan¬ 
guage  and  taking  the  name  of  Jesus 
in  vain? 

Sometimes  I  think  he  just  does  it 
because  he  knows  I  am  a  new  Chris¬ 
tian.  But  other  times  he  seems  un¬ 
aware  of  what  he  just  said. 

How  can  I  deal  with  this  in  a 
Christian  way  or  survive  if  he 
doesn’t  change? 

Josh 

Dear  Josh: 

The  experience  you  describe  is  not 
uncommon.  First,  you  have  to  real¬ 
ize  that  only  the  Holy  Spirit  can  con¬ 
vict  someone  and  cause  a  change. 
This  person  is  not  going  to  change 
because  you  ask. 

But  if  you  can  peacefully  assert 
your  own  pain  when  someone  takes 
the  name  of  your  Lord  in  vain,  with¬ 
out  rejecting  or  putting  down  the 
other  person,  you  may  soften  the 
way  for  the  Holy  Spirit. 

You  also  will  want  to  keep  your 
mind  clean  from  the  language  being 
used,  so  develop  some  affirmations 
or  memorize  some  Bible  verses  that 
you  can  repeat  in  your  own  mind 
when  someone  uses  such  language. 

Finally  pray  often  for  God’s  guid¬ 
ance  about  what  to  say  and  do  in 
this  situation.  Perhaps  you  are  the 
one  to  show  so  much  love  that  this 
person  will  eventually  be  brought 
into  the  fold.  God  will  be  with  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 


orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select- ; 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  . 

NCC  fights 
Asian  child 
prostitution 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — United  Methodist 
Lonnie  Tumipseed  recently  called  : 
for  expressions  of  moral  outrage  over 
the  fact  that  thousands  of  children,  j 
some  as  young  as  5,  are  being  forced  ■ 
into  the  sex  tourism  industry  in  Asia.  ; 

Calling  the  phenomenon  an  ex- ; 
treme  version  of  consumerism,  Mr.  ; 
Tumipseed,  who  heads  the  South- 1 
em  Asian  office  for  the  National  I 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in ; 
the  U.S.A.,  said,  “We  are  seeing ' 
what  the  unfettered  free  market  ide- : 
ology  does  to  children.” 

Although  statistics  are  hard  to  ■ 
collect,  the  problem  is  alarming ; 
enough  that  an  International  Cam- : 
paign  to  End  Child  Prostitution  in  1 
Asian  Tourism  has  been  formed.  ’■ 

The  National  Council  of  I 
Churches  (NCC)  and  North  Ameri-  • 
can  Coordinating  Center  for  Re-  • 
sponsible  Tourism  are  organizing : 
the  U.S.  response. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Children's  Homes'  Offering 

Mother's  Day 

May  1 0 ,  1 992 


Dear  Louisiana  United  Methodists: _ 

TRAGIC  —  It  could  have  been  if  we  had  not  put  forth  a  major  effort  to 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  revenue. 

DISAPPOINTING  —  Yes.  because  the  Children’s  Homes  belong  to  the 
United  Methodists  of  Louisiana. 

HOPELESS  —  No.  not  if  you  help  us  by  making  certain  that  all  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodists  know  of  our  needs  and  how  they  can  help. 

THE  PROBLEM  —  The  Good  Samaritan  Offering  which  was  supposed 
to  increase  and  strengthen  financial  support  for  the  five  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  institutions  never  achieved  its  goal. 

The  income  from  the  combined  offering  in  1990  was  34%  less  than  1980 
the  first  year  of  the  offerings. 

Even  after  the  acceptance  of  improvements  by  the  Bishops’  blue  ribbon 
committee  and  the  separation  of  the  CHILDREN’S  HOMES  Offering 
from  the  other  three  institutions’  offerings,  the  income  has  continued  to 
decrease.  The  1991  offering  was  19%  less  than  the  1990  collection. 

It  is  difficult  to  be  enthusiastic  about  new  needs  in  mission  when  the 
older  traditional  mission  projects  face  hard  times. 

We  believe  that  part  of  the  solution  is  in  informing  all  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists  of  what  we  do,  how  we  do  it,  and  what  our  true  financial  situation  is. 

Simply,  we  need  much  more  financial  help  to  continue  rehabilitating 
troubled  youth  which  really  means  saving  young  lives. 

Please  pray  about  our  needs  and  help  us  inform  all  United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana,  especially  those  in  your  church. 

Sincerely, 

Terrel  J.  DeVille 

LA.  METHODIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME 

Abused,  Abandoned  &  Neglected.  Abused,  abandoned 
and  neglected  children  make  up  the  resident  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston. 

When  founded  in  1902  we  met  the  great  need  of 
that  time  for  a  home  for  children  without  parents  to 
care  for  them. 

As  our  world  has  changed,  as  our  country  has 
changed  —  Louisiana  has  changed  and  so  have  the 
needs  of  today’s  children  and  youth. 

Young  people  today  need  more  than  the  Christian 
home  environment  that  has  always  been  provided  in 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

Life  Threatening.  They  need  help  with  their  prob¬ 
lems.  Sometimes  these  mental  and  emotional  prob¬ 
lems  are  life  threatening. 

So  we  work  with  the  whole  person,  body,  mind,  and 
spirit. 

Never  before  has  the  need  to  serve  all  of  Louisiana’s 
children  been  greater.  Children  are  referred  to  us  from 
all  parts  of  the  state. 

Children  Turned  Away.  Unfortunately  we  must  turn 
away  one  half  of  the  young  people  referred  to  our  care 
because  of  limited  staff  and  facilities.  There  are  always 
94  youth  in  residence. 

Your  gift  will  enable  us  to  continue  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Louisiana’s  young  children  that  have  been 
abused,  abandoned  or  neglected. 

Join  The  Healing  Ministry.  Your  gift  will  help  save 
young  lives. 

METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

"That  they  might  have  life.”  These  words  are  chis¬ 
eled  on  the  cornerstone  of  our  building  at  815  Wash¬ 
ington  Ave.  Since  1886  we  have  been  involved  in 
ministry  to  children  because  we  are  called  as  Chris¬ 
tians  to  serve  the  suffering.  Today  we  serve  the 
abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  children  without  re¬ 
gard  to  race,  color,  national  origin,  age,  sex,  or  handi¬ 
cap. 

They  Cannot  Escape.  No  one  can  argue  that  these 
children  deserved  to  be  abused,  or  that  they  could 
avoid  being  abused  if  only  they  had  tried  to  be  better 
children.  They  cannot  escape  abuse  on  their  own  so 
we  provide  shelter  and  treatment  where  they  can  be 
protected  and  healed.  The  Methodist  Home  ministers 
to  the  child’s  physical,  psychological,  educational,  and 
religious  needs. 

An  American  Tragedy.  In  1989,  2.4  million  cases 
of  abuse  were  reported  in  the  United  States.  We  can¬ 
not  determine  the  millions  of  silent  cases  that  went 
unreported.  Abuse  is  an  “American  Tragedy.”  Over 
75%  of  the  cases  in  Louisiana  occur  within  80  miles  of 
our  home.  We  are  ideally  situated  to  help  the  increas¬ 
ing  number  who  come  to  our  door.  This  year  we  have 
increased  our  capacity  from  50  to  75  beds  and  we  are 
already  full. 

A  Conference  Mission.  We  are  a  State  Chartered 
non-profit  mission  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  We  provide  Emergency  Service,  a  Treatment 
Center,  Treatment  Homes,  and  Family  Therapy  and 
Counseling  Services  to  abused  children  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 


Warm  Hugs  ♦  Home  Made  Cookies 
Christmas  Traditions  ♦  Picnics  4 
Scraped  Knees  ♦  Vegetable  Gardens 

Piano  Lessons  ♦  Bedtime  Prayers 

Kittens  ♦  Back  to  School  ♦  Lunch  Boxes 
Swingsets  ♦  Hot  Chocolate  4  Le 

ster  Dresses  ♦  Fairy  Tales 
Popcorn  Balls  4  Lullabies  4  Homework  4 
Fresh  Flowers  4  Puppies  4  Playing 


Allowances  4 


4  Quiet  Talks 
Birthday  Cake 
4  Little  League 
4  l  Dried  j  Tears 
Classes 
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Lunches 


Homemade  Oirnaments 


School  Mornings  4 
Birthday  Surprises  4 
Laughing  4  Peanut 


4  Hair  Ribbons  4 
Christmas  Stockings 
Summer  Vacations 
Butter  &  Jelly 


There  is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 
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Eucharistic 

Nurturing 


Recently  while  browsing  through  a  Catholic  magazine  an  article  on 
the  significance  of  the  Eucharist  caught  my  eye. 

The  point  of  the  article  was  that  the  Eucharist  is  “soul  food”  that  is 
essential  in  nurturing  our  faith.  The  author  quoted  a  young  woman 
named  Hanna  who  said,  “I  was  brought  up  Methodist  and  we  only  cel¬ 
ebrated  Eucharist  every  few  months.  Now  the  words  of  consecration  are 
ingrained  in  me.  I  get  strengthening  of  my  faith  from  the  weekly  Eu¬ 
charist.”  I  felt  sadness  that  Hanna  had  to  join  another  church  to  expe¬ 
rience  the  fullness  of  the  Supper  of  the  Lord. 

The  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  have  covenanted  to¬ 
gether  to  make  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist  a  priority  in  our  local 
church  visitations. 

The  new  Book  Of  Worship  views  the  Eucharist  as  the  normal  rhythm 
of  Sunday  worship.  We  are  reminded  that  John  Wesley  said  the  Eu¬ 
charist  should  be  celebrated  weekly. 

While  I  am  not  certain  as  to  how  the  Eucharist  can  fit  into  our  con¬ 
gregational  life  in  every  instance  of  worship  and  gathering,  I  have  dis¬ 
covered  in  churches  across  Louisiana  that  the  Eucharist  is  being 
celebrated  more  often.  In  fact,  1  was  in  one  of  our  largest  churches  a 
few  weeks  ago  and  found  that  the  Eucharist  is  celebrated  every  Sunday 
in  the  chapel  as  well  as  monthly  in  the  main  worship  service.  Another 
congregation  celebrates  the  Eucharist  every  Sunday  night  in  its  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

X 

I  am  convinced  that  the  regular  feeding  of  our  spirit  through  the  Eu¬ 
charist  is  one  of  the  most  important  ways  for  us  to  grow  in  our  faith. 

Perhaps  Hanna  would  not  have  found  the  need  to  change  denomina¬ 
tions  if  she  had  grown  up  being  fed  by  both  Word  and  Eucharist. 
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PHOTO  BV  DOLLTNE  SIMS 

Enjoying  themselves  as  they  worked  on  packing  items  for  the  Food 
Lift  to  Russia  were  members  of  St.  Mark's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  one 
of  the  many  congregations  across  the  conference  who  contributed. 
FROM  LEFT,  are  Sonya  Etienne,  Lois  Heath,  Ethel  Vicks  and  Angela 
Bell.  Vicks,  Health  and  Welfare  chairperson,  spearheaded  the 
church's  drive.  The  Rev.  Randall  L.  Campbell  is  pastor. 


Around  The  Conference 


Bishop  Leontine 
T.C.  Kelly 


Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly,  former 
resident  bishop  of  the  San  Francisco 
Area  of  the  UMC,  will  deliver  United 
Methodist-related 
Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty’s  123rd  bacca¬ 
laureate  address 
Sunday,  May  17, 
at  5:30  p.m.  on 
Kearny  Terrace. 

Currently  visit¬ 
ing  professor  of 
evangelism  and 
witness  at  Pacific 
School  of  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Berkeley,  CA.,  she  also  is  sup¬ 
ply  pastor  at  Ridgeway  UMC  in  San 
Francisco. 

She  was  included  in  the  “I  Dream 
A  World"  photographic  exhibit  of 
outstanding  black  women  on  a  na¬ 
tional  tour  and  recently  exhibited  at 
the  New  Orleans  Museum  of  Art. 

*  •  * 

Reservations  are  due  May  15  for 
the  Annual  Conference  Luncheon 
for  Clergy  Spouses,  Madeline 
Woodland  reports. 

The  event  will  be  held  Wednes¬ 
day,  June  3,  from  noon  to  1:30  p.m. 
in  Noel  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Speaker  is  to  be  Joanne  Lyle 
White  of  Boyce.  A  nursery  will  be 
available. 

Tickets  are  $7  and  advance  reser¬ 
vations  must  be  made.  For  reserva¬ 
tions  make  check  payable  to  Fane 
Peeples  and  send  it  to  her  at:  206 


D’Arbonne  Dr..  West  Monroe,  LA 
71291  by  May  15. 


Winderlean  S. 
Lewis,  chairper¬ 
son  of  missions 
and  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Council  of 
Asbury  UMC  in 
Natchitoches,  was 
1992  recipient  of 
the  award  for 
Outstanding  Lay 
Member  of  the 
Year  for  the  Alex- 


Winderlean 
S.  Lewis 

andria  District. 


Children  of  the  Confirmation  Class  of  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  are  pictured  as  they  work  with  the 
children  who  participate  in  the  after-school  program  sponsored  by 
Istrouma  Metropolitan  Mission  Center  and  the  YWCA.  The  boys 
and  girls  recently  planted  shrubs  and  flowers  to  beautify  the  areas 
around  the  center.  The  Rev.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn  is  senior  pastor  of  Uni¬ 
versity  church. 

Istrouma  Mission  Center 
Open  House  Will  Illustrate 
The  UM  Church  in  Action 


To  see  the  church  in  action  min¬ 
istering  to  a  poverty  area  of  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  capital  .city,  attend  the  open 
house  Thursday,  May  14,  from  9:30 
to  1 1  a.m.  at  Istrouma  Metropolitan 
Methodist  Mission  Center,  3175 
Scenic  Highway. 

Pastors  and  chairpersons  of  Mis¬ 
sions  and  Church  and  Society  are 
especially  urged  to  attend,  said  the 
Rev.  Betsy  Irvine  of  CrossLines, 
also  housed  in  the  center.  She  and 
Beverly  Pierce,  mission  center  sec¬ 
retary,  will  greet  visitors. 

The  purpose  of  the  open  house  is 
for  visitors  to  see  what  is  going  on 
at  the  mission  center.  While  there, 
the  “guests”  will  divide  into  smaller 
groups  where  they  will  be  asked  for 
their  suggestions  as  to  the  kinds  of 
help  and  activities  they  envision  at 
the  mission. 

“The  mission  is  an  arm  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  church,  an  extension  of  their 
outreach  programs,"  Irvine  said. 

“We  want  them  in  on  the  plan¬ 
ning.  We  also  want  to  know  specific 
ways  their  congregations  can  re¬ 
spond  —  counseling  with  kids,  tu¬ 
toring  in  science  or  math,  collecting 
things  and  taking  them  to  the  cen¬ 
ter.  Our  work  expands  with  the  help 
and  input  of  the  local  congrega¬ 
tions.” 

Irvine  said  the  mission  has  no 
staff  but  is  a  consortium  of 
churches  functioning  as  an  extend¬ 
ed  staff. 

The  mission  gives  emotional  as¬ 
sistance  and  meets  concrete  needs 


for  food,  help  with  payment  of  rent 
and  utilities  and  conducts  an  After¬ 
school  Program  so  children  will  not 
be  home  without  supervision.  The 
latter,  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
YWCA  and  the  center,  serves  from 
30  to  45  children  daily  after  they 
are  dropped  off  by  school  buses. 

The  YWCA  and  the  center  also 
jointly  sponsor  a  six  to  eight-week 
summer  camping  program.  Last 
year  70  children  participated  in  the 
camp.  During  the  school  year,  tu¬ 
toring  is  done  two  evenings  a  week 
at  the  center. 

Space  is  also  shared  with  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  Federation  of  Churches 
and  Synagogues  and  the  Holy  Grill. 
The  latter  feeds  100-120  persons 
each  week  day.  Also  housed  at  Is¬ 
trouma  is  Project  Independence, 
which  works  for  welfare  reform, 
aids  persons  to  get  qualified  for  em¬ 
ployment  and  provides  clothing  for 
persons  interviewing  for  or  begin¬ 
ning  new  jobs. 

Also  having  an  office  in  the  build¬ 
ing  is  CrossLines,  a  project  of  the 
UMC  to  help  local  congregations 
develop  outreach  to  women  and 
children  in  poverty. 

The  mission  is  a  joint  effort  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (through  the  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  funding)  and  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Local  churches  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  participate  in  the  funding 
and  in  the  hands-on  ministries. 


Stained  glass  windows  have  been 
installed  in  Bush  UMC  .  They  were 
dedicated  to  the  Glory  of  God  in 
memory  of  Emma  Jenkins.  Her  five 
children,  who  gave  the  gift,  her  five 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grand¬ 
children  were  present  for  a  recent 
dedication. 

Each  window,  designed  by  Chris 
Weems  Bradford,  has  a  cross  in  the 
background  overlaid  with  symbols 
of  the  Christian  faith.  There  are  13 
windows  in  all;  10  in  the  auditori¬ 
um,  two  in  the  nursery  and  one  in 
the  entrance  hall.  Pastor  of  the 
church  is  the  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood. 
The  church  historian,  Ruby  Beau¬ 
vais  said,  “This  is  a  significant  addi¬ 
tion  to  our  church  and  a  special 
memorial  to  a  beloved  friend.” 


This  Russian  AH-124  transport  airplane  was  being  loaded  May  4  at 
Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  where  it  departed  for  Ekaterinburg.  On 
board  were  171,000  pounds  of  food  and  mechanical  supplies  and 
equipment,  part  of  the  contribution  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Previous  loads  of  food  gathered  from  the  Lafayette  and  Baton 
Rouge  areas  had  been  transported  by  ship  and  rail. 


Pre-Conference  Training 
Sessions  Set  In  Districts 
To  Review  Key  Issues 


The  master  plan  and  financial 
proposals  for  the  Conference  Center 
will  be  presented  at  the  1992  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  June  1  to  4  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  center  project,  first 
presented  at  the  1 990  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  will  be  a  gathering  place  for 
United  Methodists  to  provide  spiri¬ 
tual  enrichment  and  growth 
through  meetings,  seminars,  Bible 
studies,  training  events  and  retreats. 

Other  issues  to  come  before  the 
Annual  Conference  are  Vision 
2000,  the  1993  ministry  emphasis 
and  process;  apportionment 
changes;  new  quadrennium  nomi¬ 
nations  which  emphasize  inclusive¬ 
ness,  and  rule  changes.  The  latter 
includes  the  proposal  of  two  new 
conference  program  boards  —  a 
Board  of  Church  Extension  and  a 
Board  of  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries. 

About  800  delegates,  both  lay  and 
clergy  from  around  the  state,  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  top  legislative  body  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  UMC.  Ses¬ 
sions  will  be  held  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  and  the  theme  will  be 
“Celebrate  and  Witness.” 

Nine  district  Pre-Conference 
Training  Sessions  have  been  ar¬ 
ranged  throughout  the  state  to  help 


delegates  to  the  1992  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Pre-Conference  reports  have  been 
sent  out  to  delegates  who  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  be  familiar  with  issues 
and  recommendations  for  projected 
programs  found  in  the  reports. 

The  Pre-Conference  Training 
Sessions  will  give  delegates  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  ask  questions  regarding 
matters  of  concern  to  them  and 
their  churches.  (Notice  correct  time 
for  Arcadia  meeting) 

Pre-Conference  Training  Ses¬ 
sion  are  scheduled  as  follows: 
Sunday,  May  17,  4  p.m.,  First 
UMC,  New  Orleans;  Sunday, 
May  17,  3  p.m.  First  UMC,  Ar¬ 
cadia;  Monday,  May  1 8,  7  p.m.. 
First  UMC,  Franklin;  Monday, 
May  18,  7  p.m.,  Fist  UMC,  Al¬ 
exandria;  Saturday,  May  23,  10 
a.m.  St.  Timothy-on-the-North 
Shore,  Mandeville;  Sunday, 
May  24,  3  p.m.,  Warren  UMC, 
Lake  Charles;  Sunday,  May  24, 
3:30  p.m.,  Rayville  UMC;  Sun¬ 
day,  May  24,  4  p.m.  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Wednesday,  May  27,  7  p.m.  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Two  Children's  Homes 
Right  Here  in  Louisiana 
Urgently  Need  Our  Help 


God  bless  the  children  who 
cannot  help  themselves. 

For  persons  who  like  to  see 
their  donations  to  the  church 
used  close  to  home,  their  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  Children’s  Homes 
Offering  on  Mother’s  Day  Sun¬ 
day,  May  10,  will  help  children 
right  here  in  Louisiana.  Funds 
will  go  to  the  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
and  the  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans. 

Although  the  Ruston  home 
served  376  children  in  programs 
of  residential  and  direct  care  dur¬ 
ing  this  past  year,  a  total  of  742 
children  were  referred  to  the 
home,  reported  Terrel  J.  Deville, 
executive  director,  and  Jimmy 
Love,  president.  Many  children 


were  not  helped  due  to  the  lack 
of  bed  space  and  funds  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  direct  care. 

Though  last  year  was  success¬ 
ful  in  terms  of  services  provided 
to  children,  youth  and  families,  it 
was  a  financially  difficult  year  in 
which  surplus  funds  were  deplet¬ 
ed. 

In  New  Orleans,  the  Methodist 
Home’s  direct  care  services  oper¬ 
ated  at  near  capacity  throughout 
the  past  year,  Dr.  Richard  E. 
Hodges,  executive  director,  re¬ 
ported. 

Services  are  provided  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth,  birth  through  14 
years  of  age  from  12  parishes. 
Emotionally  disturbed  children 
of  abuse,  abandonment  and  ne¬ 
glect  are  among  those  helped. 


Navajos  in  Arizona 

Downsville  UMC  to  Build 
Church  on  Reservation 
With  Funds  They  Raised 


Members  of  Downsville  UMC,  a 
mission-minded  church  of  140 
members,  are  raising  $20,000, 
above  and  beyond  the  regular  bud¬ 
get  to  build  a  church  on  a  Navajo 
Reservation  in  Arizona.  Members 
will  go  to  Tselani  Valley,  Ariz.,  July 
12  to  27  to  help  construct  the 
church  building. 

Through  donations  and  fund¬ 
raisers  sponsored  by  the  UMW  and 
UMYF,  the  church  has  raised 
$16,000  of  the  amount  pledged.  An 
additional  amount  will  be  added  to 
the  fund  following  the  May  barbe¬ 
cue  to  aid  missions. 

“In  September  of  last  year  Mis¬ 
sionaries  Wayne  and  Sharon  Hat¬ 
field  visited  the  Downsville  UMC 
and  started  a  fire,’’  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Williamson  said.  “The  fire 
was  set  in  the  hearts  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  build  a  church  for  their 
brothers  and  sisters  on  the  Navajo 
reservation.” 


Hatfield  told  the  congregation 
that  he  and  his  family  had  gone  to 
the  area  on  a  work  camp  and  had 
decided  to  return  home,  sell  their 
insurance  business  and  return  to  the 
Arizona-New  Mexico  area  as  mis¬ 
sionaries.  He  directs  construction 
and  coordinates  more  than  30  work 
teams  each  year.  His  wife  is  finan¬ 
cial  officer  for  projects  of  Four  Cor¬ 
ners  Ministries. 

The  church  will  be  constructed  near 
the  Four  Comers  Native  American 
Ministry,  a  project  of  the  New  Mexico 
Conference  of  the  UMC. 

Johnny  McFarland  is  mission 
chairman  of  the  Downsville  church 
and  will  spearhead  the  work  project 
and  be  the  main  builder.  During  a 
two-week  period  about  50  church 
members  are  expected  to  work  on 
the  project. 

The  UMYF,  coordinated  by  John 
Wallace,  has  taken  the  work  camp 
as  one  of  its  projects. 


Plane  Loaded  With  Supplies  At  Barksdale 


Just  one  week  after  the  history¬ 
making  Easter  telecast  “East  Meets 
West  at  the  Cross,”  a  Russian  trans¬ 
port  hauling  171,000  pounds  of 
food,  medical  supplies  and  medical 
equipment  departed  from  Barks¬ 
dale  Air  Force  Base  for  Ekaterin¬ 
burg. 

On  board  were  hospital  beds, 
crutches,  dentists  chairs,  scales, 
medicine,  a  heart  pump,  Bibles,  25- 
pound  bags  of  rice,  beans  and  sugar, 
wheelchairs,  boxes  of  food  and  oth¬ 
er  items. 

“We  presented  a  copy  of  the  car¬ 
go  manifest  to  the  Russian  delega¬ 
tion  at  a  luncheon  at  the  base,” 
James  E.  Waddle,  missions  chair¬ 
man,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreve¬ 


port,  said. ’’It  was  presented  on 
behalf  of  the  Conference  and  Bish¬ 
op  William  Oden." 

Supplies  and  food  packed  by 
UMC  members  in  the  Shreveport 
area  were  on  the  plane.  Funding  for 
refueling  came  from  a  $100,000 
government  grant,  The  Associated 
Press  reported. 

On  their  way  to  Ekaterinburg  by 
ship  and  rail  are  boxes  packed  from 
other  areas  of  the  conference  sched¬ 
uled  to  arrive  May  10. 

On  Easter  members  of  the 
Shreveport  church  gathered  to  be 
part  of  a  telecast  from  their  church 
and  from  Russia.  Lydia  Istomina  of 
the  Ekaterinburg  UMC  and  the 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  spoke. 
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Religion  in 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Faith  Forum  Editor 

The  image  was  stunning:  a  giant 
poster  of  the  risen  Christ  looking 
out  over  Moscow's  Red  Square  on 
Orthodox  Easter  Sunday. 

Of  all  the  unthinkable  thoughts 
one  might  have  entertained  a  mere 
few  years  ago,  few  could  have  been 
more  jarring  than  the  idea  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  being  so  openly  and  boldly 
proclaimed  at  the  very  heart  of  this 
once  militantly  atheistic  nation. 

The  unlikely  poster  symbolized, 
however,  the  veritable  explosion  of 
religious  activity  and  expression  in 
the  Russian  capital,  particularly 
since  the  breakup  last  fall  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union.  Consider: 

■  Throughout  Moscow  two 
weeks  ago,  banners  suspended 
across  downtown  streets  pro¬ 
claimed  the  Easter  celebration  and 
message:  “Christ  is  risen!” 

■  Russian  television  coverage  of 
the  Easter  observance  rivaled  and 
perhaps  exceeded  that  given  to  high 
religious  celebrations  by  U.S.  me¬ 
dia.  On  Easter  weekend,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  numerous  TV  shows  featured 
the  holy  day,  including  interviews 
with  Russian  Christians. 

■  For  the  first  time  in  some  70 
years,  an  Easter  Eve  vigil  was  ob¬ 
served  at  St.  Basil’s  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Cathedral.  Thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple,  the  majority  young  adults, 
gathered  in  Red  Square  at  midnight 
to  witness  the  traditional  procession 
of  Orthodox  priests  around  the  ca¬ 
thedral  preceding  the  four-hour 
mass  celebrated  inside. 

■According  to  knowledgeable  ob¬ 
servers,  300  or  more  religious 
groups  are  active  in  Moscow.  They 
span  the  theological  spectrum  from 
mainline  Protestant  groups  such  as 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
parachurch  organizations  such  as 
Crusade  for  Christ  to  nonChristian 
groups  such  as  Hare  Krishna. 

Activity  is  staggering 

To  anyone  with  an  awareness  of 
Russia’s  history  of  religious  repres¬ 
sion  during  the  last  75  years,  such 
activity  is  staggering.  One  can’t  help 
but  wonder  what  is  happening. 

Are  signs  of  religious  vitality  in 
the  former  Soviet  republics  for  real? 

Or  might  they  be  merely  a  passing 


Russia:  Is  it  for  real? 


Analysis 


flirtation  with  once-forbidden  fruit? 

In  any  case,  what  role  might 
American  Christians  play  in  this 
blooming,  buzzing  and  often  con¬ 
fusing  religious  scene  in  a  country 
only  recently  open  to  our  witness? 

To  help  answer  such  questions,  I 
resorted  one  day  during  a  recent 
two-week  stay  in  Moscow  to  a  ven¬ 
erable  reporting  technique:  people- 
in-the-street  interviews. 

Approached  people  randomly 

With  the  aid  of  an  interpreter,  I 
approached  people  randomly  in 
downtown  Moscow  and  asked  the 
following  three  questions: 

Are  you  a  “believer”  (that  is,  a  re¬ 
ligious  person  rather  than  an  athe¬ 
ist)?  What  do  you  think  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  celebration  of  Easter?  What  is 
your  opinion  of  American  Chris¬ 
tians  who  have  come  to  share  their 
faith  with  the  Russian  people? 

In  summary,  here’s  what  they 
told  me  (for  a  sampling  of  respons¬ 
es,  see  box  at  right): 

✓  A  vast  majority  (a  3-1  ratio) 
indicated  that  they  were  not  believ¬ 
ers.  Yet  nearly  everyone  inter¬ 
viewed  expressed  an  appreciation 
of  religion  and  its  value  to  society. 
A  few  said  that  they  regretted  not 
having  had  a  religious  upbringing. 

/  Although  one  person  said  that 
she  didn’t  like  “religious  advertis¬ 
ing”  (specifically,  the  Easter  ban¬ 
ners),  most  said  that  they  valued 
Easter-related  traditions  such  as  the 
Russian  Orthodox  custom  of  fasting 
during  Holy  Week,  the  baking  of 
special  cakes  and  visits  to  family 
cemetery  plots  on  Easter  Sunday. 

■f  Finally,  all  but  one  person  in¬ 
terviewed  indicated  an  openness  to 
the  influx  of  American  Christians 
and  welcomed  their  influence. 

In  brief,  my  interviews  confirmed 
an  observation  by  Dr.  Kent  Hill,  an 
American  expert  on  Russian  church 
history  with  whom  I  visited  in  Mos¬ 
cow.  Dr.  Hill,  who  directs  the  Wash¬ 
ington-based  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy,  has  lived  in  Mos¬ 
cow  since  December  and  did  his  doc¬ 
toral  research  there  several  years  ago. 


“Secular  people  in  Russia  are 
much  more  open  to  the  Gospel  than 
secular  people  in  the  United 
States,”  Dr.  Hill  observed. 

What,  then,  is  at  stake  in  Russia 
for  American  Christians?  Two  gen¬ 
eral  responses  can  be  made. 

First,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
witness  of  American  Christians  is 
genuinely  welcome  and  wanted. 
The  nature  of  that  welcome,  howev¬ 
er,  must  be  carefully  examine.  2 

As  I  experienced  it,  the  welcome 
arose  as  much  from  a  real  desire  to 
understand  and  befriend  Americans 
in  general  as  from  a  sense  of  spiritu¬ 
al  need,  although  that  too  was  cer¬ 
tainly  evident.  Even  unbelievers 
want  to  learn  from  our  history  of  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  and  to  realize  its 
perceived  benefits  for  themselves. 

In  a  spirit  of  Christian  friendship 
and  mutuality,  we  should  affirm  ef¬ 
forts  already  underway,  official  and 
unofficial,  to  respond  to  that  desire 
and  to  seek  still  more  ways  to  do  so. 

Much  to  give  and  learn 

Second,  American  Christians 
have  much  to  give  but  also  much  to 
learn  from  our  Russian  friends. 

Even  Russian  atheists  with  whom 
I  spoke  appreciated  their  country’s 
rich  1 ,000-year  heritage  in  the  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  Church.  A  mere  75 
years  of  atheist  propaganda  could 
not  kill  that  appreciation. 

It  should  come  as  no  surprise, 
then,  that  they  are  eager  to  help  us 
learn  about  their  religious  culture 
and  thereby  to  enrich  our  own  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  wider  Christian 
experience  through  the  ages. 
Through  their  religious  art  and  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodoxy’s  preservation  of 
ancient  church  liturgies,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  they  possess  a  vital  witness  to 
the  creative  spirit  of  God. 

In  summary,  whatever  we  as 
Christians  do  (and  Dr.  Hill  empha¬ 
sized  that  in  a  country  as  vast  as 
Russia,  spiritually  and  geographi¬ 
cally,  much  awaits  doing),  we 
should  do  so  in  humility  and  re¬ 
spect  for  the  struggles  and  heritage 
of  our  Russian  neighbors. 

One  of  my  Russian  guides  wisely 
summed  the  matter  up:  We  can 
touch  the  spirit  of  others  only  if  we 
first  take  time  to  leant  and  to  un¬ 
derstand  each  others’  problems. 


Religion  and  Russians 
in  the  street 


"I  think 
American 
.Christians 
jhere  are 
I  doing  some¬ 
thing  very  useful  and  needed. 

They  are  bringing  a  sense  of 
morality,  which  we  really  need." 
-Samuel  Taycher,  53 


"Easter  and  religion  are  part 
of  our  history,  so  it’s  too  bad 
that  we  weren't  raised  as 
believers.  I'd  like  to  be  a 
believer,  but  I  don't  know  how. 

I'm  sorry  about  that." 
-  Natasha  Chudinova,  30 


"I  consider  it 
a  drawback 
that  I'm  not 
a  believer.  I 
approve  very 
much  of  what 
American 
Christians  are 
doing  here. 

It  shows 

a  natural  desire  to  help  people  in 
need."  -Anna  Smenkovskaya,  32 


... 


-  ■ 


"I’m  a 
Christian 
(Russian 
Orthodox). 
Naturally,  I 
very  much 
like  the 

American  Christians.  What  they 
are  doing  is  a  very  good  thing, 
particularly  for  young  people." 

-Vera  Bodunova,  57 


"I'm  not  a  believer  but  I  approve 
of  it.  However,  if  we  don't 


get  good 
people  in 
government, 
religious 
faith  isn't 
going 
to  help 
us."-Sergei 
Volkov,  37 
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MOSCOW — These  Russian  "people  in  the  street"  are  among  several  who  recently  spoke  with  the  Re¬ 
porter  about  their  attitudes  toward  religion  and  the  activity  of  American  Christians  in  their  country. 


Father-daughter  'dance'  makes 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 


MOSCOW — The  growing  United 
Methodist  presence  in  Russia — or  at 
least  some  of  it — can  be  traced  to  an 
improbable  chain  of  events  involving 
an  automobile  accident,  a  young 
woman’s  courage  and  a  father’s  love. 

The  accident  happened  six  years 
ago  as  a  group  of  young  people  were 
on  their  way  home  from  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as,  to  Shreveport,  La.  Carlana  Stone, 
then  1 7,  was  the  only  person  hurt. 

An  injury  to  Carlana’s  spinal  cord 
paralyzed  her  legs,  leaving  her  un¬ 
able  to  walk. 

Two  years  later  her  father,  David 
Stone,  a  United  Methodist  layman, 
author  of  books  on  youth  ministry 
and  a  television  producer,  became 
friends  with  a  Soviet  general  while 
working  on  a  project  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  DC. 

Russian  general  intervenes 

Later  David  became  aware  of  ex¬ 
perimental  work  being  done  in  the 
Soviet  Union  on  victims  of  spinal 
cord  injuries.  He  contacted  his  So¬ 
viet  friend,  Gen.  E.  A.  Nosin,  for  in¬ 
formation. 

That  contact  set  off  a  series  of 
events  that  resulted  in  Carlana’s  go¬ 
ing — by  this  time  she  was  a  wheel- 
chair-bound  student  at  the 
University  of  Colorado — to  Mos¬ 
cow  for  an  operation  and  therapy. 
After  numerous  visits  and  treat¬ 
ments,  she  has  lived  in  Moscow 
continuously  since  June  1991  and 
continues  in  therapy. 


David  Stone 

'. . .  dancing  with  your  daddy' 


During  visits  in  Russia  with  his 
daughter,  David,  with  Gen.  Nosin’s 
assistance,  arranged  numerous 
youth  group  exchanges  between 
Russia  and  the  U.S. 

Introduction  made 

It  was  during  one  such  exchange 
that  David  introduced  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC  in  Shreveport,  to  the 
mayor  of  Ekaterinburg.  That  intro¬ 
duction  led  to  the  formation  last  fall 
of  a  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  that  city. 

And  the  existence  of  that  congre¬ 
gation  sparked  the  idea  for  a  tele¬ 


Carlana  Stone 
. .  life's  fantastic!' 


vised  Easter  worship  service  linking 
United  Methodists  in  Russia  with 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport. 
David  was  the  show’s  Moscow  pro¬ 
ducer  (see  UMR,  April  24). 

David  recently  acquired  a  grant 
from  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  help 
other  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  contacts  in  Russia  similar  to 
those  between  Broadmoor  and  Eka¬ 
terinburg. 

In  a  recent  interview,  David  said, 
“Our  whole  company  has  turned  in 
this  direction  now,  all  because  of 
Carlana. 
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UMs  sing 

“What  we’re  about,”  he  contin¬ 
ued,  “is  building  relationships. 
We’re  not  exporting  Western  civili¬ 
zation.  We’re  sharing  our  faith.” 

Then  he  told  a  story.  Following 
Carlana’s  injury,  the  Stone  family 
attended  a  dance.  David,  after 
dancing  with  his  other  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  saw  Carlana  beckoning  to  him 
from  her  wheelchair. 

“Get  me  out  of  here,”  she  said. 

Outside,  David  asked  Carlana 
what  was  wrong. 

”1  just  want  to  dance  with  my 
daddy,”  she  sobbed. 

Since  then,  David  said,  he  has  re¬ 
minded  Carlana  of  all  the  good  that 
has  happened  as  a  result  of  her  acci¬ 
dent  six  years  ago. 

“I  point  to  those  things  and  I  tell 
her,  ‘Honey,  now  you’re  dancing 
with  your  daddy.’  ” 

A  vibrant  23-year-old 

And  Carlana  herself? 

She’s  a  vibrant  23-year-old  living 
in  a  Moscow  apartment  with  many 
Russian  friends  with  whom  she 
speaks  fluent  Russian. 

Chevron  oil  company  has  offered 
her  a  job  in  Moscow,  and  she’s  con¬ 
templating  what  to  do  beyond  her 
scheduled  return  home  in  May. 

She’s  hopeful  about  her  physical 
condition  and  with  good  reason:  She 
now  takes  regular  walks  balancing  be¬ 
tween  parallel  bars.  “I’m  definitely 
walking,”  she  said. 

“I’m  not  certain  what  I  think 
about  God  at  this  point,”  she  said 
candidly,  “but  I’m  a  lot  healthier 
not  being  absolutely  certain  and 
still  searching  than  if  I  just  stopped 
searching.” 

Besides,  she  said,  “Life  is  fantas¬ 
tic.  It’s  just  great!” 

Clarification 

The  Easter  television  broadcast 
linking  UMs  in  Moscow  and 
Shreveport,  La.,  was  sponsored  by 
three  entities  (see  UMR,  April  24): 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  and  the  Louisiana  Area  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
portion  was  $25,000. 


Faithfully  yours — 
Moscow  'kidnapping'  ends 
in  mysterious  time  of  grace 


How  can  you  not  love  a  guy  who 
daily  brings  you  to  the  brink  of 
heart  failure,  near¬ 
ly  kills  you  and 
once  even  kidnaps 
you? 

I  refer  to  Victor, 
my  Russian  driver 
during  a  recent 
two-week  stay  in 
Moscow.  Stephen  Swecker 

Riding  with  Victor  was  what  it 
must  be  like  to  live  inside  a  Nintendo 
video  game.  Every  time  I  was  sure  we 
were  going  to  collide  with  another  car 
or  bus  or  be  swallowed  up  by  a  pot¬ 
hole  as  big  as  the  Kremlin,  Victor’s 
amazing  hand-eye  coordination 
kicked  in  and  we’d  swerve  to  safety 
at  the  last  possible  nanosecond. 

But  back  to  the  kidnapping. 
Here’s  what  happened: 

By  prior  arrangement  through  an 
interpreter — so  I  thought — Victor 
was  to  meet  me  one  evening  at  the 
Moscow  news  bureau  of  United 
Press  International.  From  there,  we 
were  to  pick  up  a  fellow  journalist 
waiting  for  us  a  few  blocks  away 
and  go  to  dinner. 

The  pick-up  never  was  made.  Af¬ 
ter  collecting  me  as  scheduled,  Vic¬ 
tor  sped  from  the  UPI  parking  lot. 
It  was  quickly  clear  to  me  that  we 
weren’t  headed  to  get  my  colleague. 

As  we  careened  at  breakneck 
speed — Victor’s  normal  touring 
gear — through  the  Moscow  night,  I 
could  see,  with  growing  anxiety,  the 
city’s  lights  being  left  behind. 

The  more  I  begged  Victor — in  what 
was,  to  him,  impenetrable  English,  of 
course — for  a  clue  to  where  we  were 
going,  the  more  he  laughed  and  the 
crazier  he  drove.  What  few  lines  of 
communication  we  had  were  totally 
down.  I  knew  I  was  being  abducted. 

I  wondered  how  many  rubles  I’d 
bring  in  ransom. 

Not  to  worry.  It  turned  out  that  the 
“kidnapping”  was  Victor’s  way  of 
surprising  me  with  a  visit  to  his 
apartment.  There  his  wife,  two  chil¬ 
dren,  mother  and  brother  awaited  us. 

What  followed  was  an  exhilarat¬ 
ing  but  bewildering  hour  together, 


eating,  laughing,  asking  each  other’s 
names — and  not  understanding  a 
word  of  each  other’s  language. 

The  night  was  salvaged  when  Vic¬ 
tor’s  15-year-old  neighbor  girl 
stopped  by,  seemingly  by  accident. 
Speaking  perfect  English  and  Rus¬ 
sian,  she  became  our  interpreter  for 
our  remaining  half  hour  together. 
She  said  her  name  was  Anna,  but 
I’m  sure  she  was  an  angel. 

Anna’s  interpreter  skills  turned 
on  the  light  in  a  previously  dark 
room.  We  talked  excitedly  about 
our  families,  our  homelands  and 
how  glad  we  were  that  the  Cold  War 
was  over  and  that  Russians  and 
Americans  now  regard  each  other  as 
friends  and  not  enemies. 

How  frightened  he  had  been  of 
Americans,  Victor’s  brother  ex¬ 
claimed  at  one  point.  We  then 
laughed  at  the  silliness  of  two 
peace-loving  peoples  threatening  to 
destroy  each  other.  Victor’s  and  my 
daily  brushes  with  automotive  di¬ 
saster  slipped  into  insignificance. 

Suddenly,  we  were  silent  as  the 
ghost  of  a  Russian-American  dooms¬ 
day  hung  in  the  air.  No  one  labeled 
the  silence  as  prayer,  but  prayer  it 
was — palpable  contact  with  a  Reality 
beyond  ourselves  that,  probably  in 
spite  of  ourselves,  had  saved  our  two 
nations  and  our  planet. 

So  it  was  that,  sitting  in  Victor’s 
kitchen,  his  family  and  I  experi¬ 
enced  a  moment  of  unspoken 
thanksgiving,  gratitude  so  heart- 
deep  that  no  words,  English  or  Rus¬ 
sian,  could  express  it.  Our  moist¬ 
ened  eyes  signaled  a  fitting  amen. 

Victor  and  his  brother  drove  me 
back  to  my  hotel  at  somewhat  slow- 
er-than-Nintendo  speed.  As  we 
cruised  the  dark  streets  we  said  lit¬ 
tle.  Without  our  interpreter-angel, 
of  course,  that’s  all  we  could  do. 

It  was  OK,  though. 

We  were  friends  who  had  just 
shared  a  time  of  mysterious  grace 
together.  And  that  was  communica¬ 
tion  enough  for  this  or  any  night. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Reporter's  Faith 
Forum  Page  Editor. 
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OPPOSE  SERVICE:  Native  Americans 
from  United  Methodism’s  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Annual  Conference  say  they  will  op¬ 
pose  efforts  by  the  predominantly  white  United 
Methodist  Church  to  include  an  adaptation  of  a 
tribal  “green  com”  ceremony  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  new  Book  of  Worship.  Nearly  1,000  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  will  vote  on  the  contents  of  a  new 
Book  of  Worship  during  May  5-15  legislative 
sessions  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Elected  delegates 
from  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Annual 
Conference  to  the  General  Conference  say  the 
“green  com”  ceremony  offends  many  Native 
American  traditionalists.  The  volume’s  editor, 
the  Rev.  Andy  Langford,  called  the  ongoing  dis¬ 
pute  about  the  ceremony  “unfortunate”  but 
said  he  hopes  General  Conference  will  make  a 
decision  based  on  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
Native  American  United  Methodists. 


STAND  AGAINST  RACISM:  Leaders 

of  3 1  United  Methodist  congregations  and  orga¬ 
nizations  in  eastern  Pennsylvania’s  Delaware 
County  are  among  1 1 5  Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  signers  of  an  adver¬ 
tisement  protesting  recent 
outbreaks  of  racially  and  re¬ 
ligiously  motivated  vio¬ 
lence  in  their  area.  The 
advertisement  affirms  eth¬ 
nic,  racial,  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  diversity  as  “a  gift  of 
God  for  the  enrichment  of 
community  life.”  The  Rev.  Bishop  Morrison 
John  Nesbitt,  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Broomall,  Pa.,  helped  organize 
the  protest.  United  Methodist  Bishop  Susan  M. 
Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area)  is  among  the  sign¬ 
ers. 

EARTHQUAKE  RELIEF:  Members  of  the 
300-member  Fortuna  (Calif.)  United  Methodist 
Church  are  singing  songs  of  praise  without  the 
church’s  historical  pipe  organ  this  month.  The 
organ — being  repaired  from  a  1974  earth¬ 
quake — was  heavily  damaged  during  one  of  five 
earthquakes  last  month  in  northern  California. 
The  Rev.  Debra  Foster,  pastor,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  one  earthquake  on  April  24  was  recorded 
as  high  as  6.9  on  the  Richter  scale,  breaking 
nearly  every  window  in  the  town’s  business  dis¬ 
trict.  Another  earthquake  caused  the  organ 
pipes  to  pop  out  of  the  rack.  The  church  is  some 
300  miles  north  of  San  Francisco. 

NEW  FUTURE  FOR  PUERTO  RICO: 

A  “Fiesta  Con  Jesus”  drew  an  estimated  3,000 
people  to  San  Juan’s  Central  Park  April  26  in 
the  conclusion  of  what  is  expected  to  be  the  last 
annual  conference  for  Puerto  Ricans  as  part  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  will  be  asked  to 
approve  the  Puerto  Rican  church’s  becoming  an 
independent  Methodist  church.  If  the  new  sta¬ 
tus  is  approved,  an  organizational  meeting  will 
be  held  later  this  year  and  a  bishop  for  the 
church  elected. 

ABORTION  DEBATE:  Sweet  Flome 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Amherst,  N.Y., 
unexpectedly  provided  a  middle  ground  when 
demonstrators  on  both  sides  of  the  abortion  is¬ 
sue  clashed  recently  in  the  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  area. 
About  25  percent  of  the  estimated  200  persons 
attending  worship  April  26  wore  red-and-white 
carnations  identifying  themselves  as  part  of  Op¬ 
eration  Rescue,  the  national  anti-abortion 
group  that  had  pledged  to  shut  down  area  clin¬ 
ics  offering  abortion  services.  One  clinic  was 
near  the  church.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  Stephan 
Calos,  decided  to  provide  sanctuary  for  clinic 
patients,  although  the  church  was  not  working 
with  the  clinic  nor  providing  escort  or  counsel¬ 
ing  services. 

HUNGER  CAMPAIGN:  United  Meth 

odists  and  other  supporters  of  the  nondenomi- 
national  hunger  organization,  Bread  for  the 
World,  are  being  urged  by  the  organization  to 
send  an  “offering  of  letters”  to  their  U.S.  sena¬ 
tors  and  representatives  in  support  of  food  and 
job  legislation  now  before  Congress.  "The  bills 
would  give  more  funding  to  the  Women,  Infants 
and  Children  (WIC),  Plead  Start  and  Job  Corps 
programs,”  explained  Larry  Goodwin,  a  Bread 
for  the  World  spokesman.  More  information  on 
the  campaign  is  available  from  1-800-82- 
BREAD. 

NEWS  INTERN:  Yvonne  Samuel,  a  news 
and  feature  writer  for  suburban  editions  of  the 
“St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,"  has  been  chosen  as 
the  first  Luce  intern  in  religious  journalism  at 
Religious  News  Service.  Ms.  Samuel,  who  will 
begin  a  one-year  assignment  at  the  New  York- 
based  religion  wire  service  on  June  1,  also  is  fin¬ 
ishing  her  first  year  at  Eden  Theological 
Seminary.  The  program  is  being  funded  for 
three  years  by  the  Luce  Foundation,  which  hon¬ 
ors  Henry  Luce  II,  founder  of  “Time”  and 
“Life”  magazines. 

MISSION  CUTS:  Just  over  $5  million  in 
cuts  have  been  proposed  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church’s  $50  million  unrestricted  mission  bud¬ 
get.  The  rest  of  the  denomination’s  $120  mil¬ 
lion  budget  comes  from  restricted  gifts  and 
special  offerings  for  specific  causes.  About  $30 
million  is  receipts  from  congregations.  The  re¬ 
mainder  comes  from  investments,  bequests, 
sales  of  resources  and  Presbyterian  Women. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Calls  to  action  open  General  Conference 

Bishops  cite  3  vast  'demonic  systems' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— In  the  tra¬ 
ditional  state-of-the  church  ad¬ 
dress  May  5  from  the  church’s 
episcopal  leaders,  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  called  on  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  struggle  against  “demonic 
systems  of  vast  power  and  range.” 

Bishop  White,  who  heads  the 
church’s  New  York  Are-,  deliv¬ 
ered  the  Episcopal  Address  to 
1 ,000  delegates  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  policymaking  body, 
the  1992  General  Conference, 
and  to  hundreds  of  guests  at  the 
Louisville  Convention  Center. 

Hammering  hard  on  his  main 
theme.  Bishop  White  said,  “The 
death-dealing  forces  of  economic 
and  political  systems  which  enrich 
the  wealthy  and  marginalize  the 
poor  must  be  confronted  directly.” 

Three  'systems'  identified 

Three  global  interlocking  sys¬ 
tems,  he  continued,  contribute  to 
destruction  of  life  on  the  planet 
and  threaten  the  biosphere  itself: 
hunger-making  systems,  war¬ 
making  systems  and  desert-mak¬ 
ing  systems. 

Hunger-making  systems  keep 
most  of  the  human  family  living 
in  abject  poverty,  he  said.  Those 
who  suffer  the  most  around  the 
world  are  women  and  children, 
the  most  vulnerable. 

“People’s  policies  make  people 
hungry,”  Bishop  White  said.  “Peo¬ 
ple’s  policies  make  people  sick. 
Since  people  created  those  cruel 
policies,  people  can  change  them, 
and  people  must  change  them.” 

The  global  economy  is  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  aid  that  does  not  aid,  of 
“development”  that  does  not  de¬ 
velop,  of  loans  that  impoverish 
the  borrower,  he  said. 

“This  global  system  is  de¬ 
signed  to  move  resources  from 


the  place  on  the  earth  where  they 
are  most  needed  to  the  place 
where  they  are  least  needed,” 
Bishop  White  continued 

Militarization  called  tragic 

Militarization  of  nations  is  one 
of  the  great  tragedies  of  our  time, 
he  said,  with  great  power  strug¬ 
gles  being  played  out  over  the 
backs  of  the  poor. 

And,  he  said,  the  debt  crisis  in 
nation  after  nation  is  often  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  militarization  of  their 
societies. 

During  the  Persian  Gulf  War,  he 
said,  thousands  of  Iraqi  troops  and 
civilians  were  killed.  Iraqi  children 
are  still  at  risk  from  the  destruction 
of  life  support  systems. 

“Grave  questions  remain,”  the 
bishop  said.  “Will  the  nations 
now  surrender  to  the  heady  mili¬ 
tary  triumphalism,  the  thrill  of 
the  ‘giant  video  game  in  the  sky,’ 
or  will  they  finally  recognize  how 
foolish  it  is  to  seek  security  in  the 
volatile  Middle  East  or  anywhere 
else  by  militarizing  the  region?” 

The  collapse  of  the  Soviet 
Union,  he  said,  has  led  “military 
enthusiasts  of  the  West  to  strug¬ 
gle  to  find  a  new  enemy.” 

'We  have  an  enemy!' 

“Let  it  be  said  clearly:  We  have 
an  enemy!  The  common  enemy 
of  humanity  is  militarism.” 

A  “new  world  order”  will  not 
emerge  from  the  end  of  a  gun,  he 
insisted.  Rather  it  demands  a 
change  of  hearts  and  minds,  a 
transformation  of  values. 

“The  military-industrial  com¬ 
plexes,”  he  said — borrowing  a 
famous  warning  by  President 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  in  the 
1950s — “in  all  their  manifesta¬ 
tions,  must  be  starved  into  weak 
and  withered  shadows  of  their 
former  selves.” 


In  addition  to  militarism,  hu¬ 
manity  is  also  threatened  by  vast 
ecological  damage  to  the  planet, 
the  bishop  added. 

Scientists  warn  that  atmo¬ 
spheric  warming  might  tum  vast 
fertile  areas  of  the  planet  into  de¬ 
serts,  he  said. 

This  is  a  “great  dying  time 
among  the  creatures  of  the 
earth,”  Bishop  White  continued, 
with  large  holes  in  the  ozone  lay¬ 
er,  polluted  water  and  air,  squan¬ 
dered  nonrenewable  resources 
and  burned  rain  forests. 

“Hunger-making  systems  force 
the  poor  to  denude  their  environ¬ 
ment,  ‘eating  their  future’  in  the 
struggle  to  survive,”  he  said. 

He  said  the  Council  of  Bishops 
is  considering  leading  the  church 
in  a  major  study  of  this  “first  tru¬ 
ly  global  crisis  of  civilization.” 

A  positive  sign 

A  positive  sign  that  the  world 
is  awakening  to  the  ecological 
crisis,  he  said,  is  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Conference  on  Environ¬ 
ment  and  Development  to  be 
held  this  month  in  Brazil. 

It  is  expected  to  attract  the 
largest  gathering  of  heads  of  state 
in  history,  he  continued. 

The  world  longs  for  a  vision, 
he  said,  of  how  the  peoples  of  the 
earth  can  live  in  harmony  with 
the  earth  and  with  each  other. 

The  vision  can  be  found  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  said. 

Those  teachings  "were  a  direct 
challenge  to  the  demonic  and  so¬ 
cial  systems  and  values  which 
marginalized  the  poor  and  op¬ 
pressed  of  his  day,”  he  said,  “and 
in  ours.” 

The  Episcopal  Address  is  de¬ 
livered  by  one  bishop  selected  by 
the  entire  council  to  speak  for  the 
church’s  spiritual  and  temporal 
leaders. 
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"  .  .  .  We  United 
Methodist  laity 
are  increasingly 
assuming 
our  priesthood." 

—  Ruby  Farish 
Laity  Address 


Laity  speaker:  Move  from  private  faith  to  public  duty 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  chal¬ 
lenge  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  to  create  “a  minister¬ 
ing  laity,  ready  to  share  their 
time,  skills  and  resources  in  ev¬ 
ery  public  responsibility.” 

That  call  to  mission  and  minis¬ 
try  came  from  Ruby  Galloway  Far¬ 
ish,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.,  May  6  as  she 
delivered  the  Laity  Address  to  the 
church’s  1992  General  Conference. 

Selected  from  competition 

Her  speech  was  titled,  “The 
Ministry  of  the  Laity:  Serving 
God  in  Our  Private  Lives  and 
Public  Responsibility — Connect¬ 
ing  Faith  and  Action.”  She  was 
selected  from  a  national  competi¬ 
tion  to  deliver  the  address. 

“I  believe  that  as  we  move 
from  private  faith  to  public  re¬ 
sponsibility,  we  United  Method¬ 
ist  laity  are  increasingly 
assuming  our  priesthood,”  said 
Ms.  Farish,  a  life-long  member  of 
Tulsa's  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“It  is  a  priesthood  that  believes 
in  the  redemption  of  the  world, 
not  the  redemption  of  the 
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church,”  she  declared. 

Ms.  Farish  told  the  Louisville 
Convention  Center  crowd  that  at 
one  time  in  her  “Camelot  exis¬ 
tence,”  as  the  wife  of  a  Tulsa 
physician,  her  image  of  a  good 
Christian  layperson  was  hardly 
the  same  as  it  is  today. 

“I  just  mainly  snuggled  down  in 
blessedly  assured  Christian  com¬ 
fort  . . .  until  the  diagnosis  of  can¬ 
cer,”  she  said.  “I  was  jarred  into 
an  abrupt  awakening.  I  was  a  wife 
and  a  mother  of  three  young  chil¬ 
dren.  I  had  to  survive.” 

One  friend  shared 

Hurting  and  angry  at  the  world, 
the  laywoman  said  sometimes  she 
wanted  to  shut  out  everyone — 
even  her  friends  from  her  church 
who  “wanted  to  fix  me  up.” 


But  one  faithful  friend  came  to 
see  Ms.  Farish  anyway  and 
shared  with  her  the  “bread  of 
life,”  giving  her  an  “aliveness,  a 
new  spirit,  and  healing. 

“At  that  sacred  moment,  I  de¬ 
termined  in  my  heart  that  when  I 
got  up  and  out  of  that  bed  I 
would  have  a  single  purpose  in 
my  life,”  vowed  Ms.  Farish. 

“I  would  seek  to  share  that 
kind  of  Holy  Communion,  that 
love,  that  presence  of  Christ  with 
others  in  whatever  way  God 
would  lead  me. 

“It  was  a  clear  summons  to 
move  from  my  private  Christian 
lifestyle  to  a  deepening  walk  of 
covenant  discipleship.” 

When  she  recovered  from  her 
battle  with  cancer,  Ms.  Farish  said, 
“flowergrams"  began  to  arrive  at 
her  door  but  not  with  sweet-scent¬ 
ed  bouquets  from  florists. 

She  described  her  bouquet  as 
“the  world  come-a-knocking, 
with  its  motley  bouquet,  the 
smelly  brokenness  of  society  with 
its  values  in  decay.” 

The  Oklahoma  laywoman  took 
the  challenge  and  became  a  certi¬ 
fied  mediator  for  out-of-court 
cases;  a  counselor  for  a  women’s 
center;  a  volunteer  helping  ex¬ 


convicts  learn  life  skills  before 
returning  to  their  community; 
and  eventually  a  chaplain  with 
the  Tulsa  Police  Department. 

Felt  call  to  action 

Then,  in  1971,  when  her  hus¬ 
band,  Dr.  Joseph  K.  Farish,  de¬ 
scribed  the  death  of  a  battered 
baby  girl,  she  really  felt  the  call  to 
action.  She  invited  22  of  her 
friends  to  help  found  the  Parent- 
Child  Center  of  Tulsa.  Today  it 
has  a  staff  of  31  professionals 
and  several  volunteers. 

That  one  episode  became  a 
turning  point  in  Ms.  Farish’s 
Christian  faith. 

For  instance,  she  said,  she  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  a  woman 
who  had  been  battered  as  a  child 
by  devout  Christian  parents.  At 
age  76  the  woman  was  still  feel¬ 
ing  the  hurt  and  shame  of  her 
childhood,  but  neighbors  ignored 
her  pleas  for  help. 

This  may  not  be  the  experience 
of  most  United  Methodist  laity, 
who  have  a  warm,  nurturing  family 
and  community,  said  Ms.  Farish. 
But.  she  contends,  “it’s  easy  to  de¬ 
clare  our  discipleship”  within  the 
walls  of  the  church,  with  “a  nice 
cup  of  hot  coffee  in  our  hands.” 


“It’s  that  second  movement 
that  gets  to  be  such  a  tough  one 
for  us,  keeping  our  faithfulness  in 
all  our  human  relationships.” 

Ms.  Farish  quoted  author 
Loren  Halvorson  to  the  General 
Conference  delegates  and  guests. 
He  wrote: 

"There  is  no  individual,  pri¬ 
vate  life  for  any  of  God’s  people. 
We  need  to  listen  to  those  who 
shout  ‘the  world  needs  the 
church  for  the  healing  of  the 
world!’  and  we  need  to  listen  just 
as  intently  to  those  who  shout 
‘the  world  needs  the  church  for 
the  healing  of  the  church!" 

In  closing.  Ms.  Farish  reminded 
the  laity  that  the  Lord  of  the  whole 
world  has  promised  to  break  the 
bread  of  life  with  those  who  an¬ 
swer  his  call.  As  followers  of 
Christ,  Ms.  Farish  contends,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  must  do  the  same. 

Ms.  Farish  and  her  husband 
have  three  grown  children.  They 
are  the  Rev.  Jessica  Farish  Mof- 
fatt,  associate  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tul¬ 
sa;  the  Rev.  Karen  Farish  Miller, 
a  member  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference, 
and  Kent  Galloway  Farish,  a 
Tulsa  physician. 


Outraged  bishops  join  Los  Angeles  in  prayer 


See  related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue 


By  TOM  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

LEXINGTON,  Ky.— Acquit¬ 
tal  of  four  white  Los  Angeles  po¬ 
lice  officers  charged  in  the 
videotaped  beating  of  black  mo¬ 
torist  Rodney  King  brought  ex¬ 
pressions  of  “outrage”  from 
United  Methodist  bishops  meet¬ 
ing  in  Lexington  April  28-May  2. 

The  international  body  was  in 
its  semi-annual  meeting  when  the 
verdicts  were  announced. 

“My  city  is  on  fire,”  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  of  the  church’s  Los 
Angeles  Area,  a  former  attorney, 
said  as  he  introduced  the  brief 
resolution  April  30. 

The  resolution  was  sent  imme¬ 
diately  by  fax  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Smith,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
in  Los  Angeles  working  with  an 
ecumenical  coalition  in  the  city. 

In  their  statement,  the  bishops 
expressed  outrage  over  “the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  jury  to  find  any  of  the 
defendants  guilty  in  the  beating 
of  Rodney  King  in  Los  Angeles.” 


“The  condoning  of  the  police 
misconduct  in  this  matter  is  unac¬ 
ceptable,”  the  statement  continued. 

“We  express  our  full  support  of 
the  religious  community  of  Los 
Angeles  in  its  efforts  to  seek  justice 
and  to  curb  violent  and  destructive 
responses  to  this  verdict.  We  join 
with  them  in  prayer  for  the  people 
of  Los  Angeles  and  that  justice 
might  prevail  in  the  future.” 

Retired  Bishop  Paul  A.  DufTey 
of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  took  excep¬ 
tion  to  his  colleagues’  use  of  the 
word  “outrage”  when  legal  process¬ 
es  were  followed.  However,  his 
proposal  to  substitute  the  word 
“puzzlement”  was  unheeded. 

“My  personal  feeling  is  that  it 
was  outrageous,”  Bishop  Tuell 
responded. 

“I  used  to  be  a  lawyer  and  have 
great  respect  for  the  judicial  sys¬ 
tem,  but  I  am  concerned  that  no 
defendant  was  found  guilty  of 


charges.” 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  a 
black  bishop  from  San  Francisco 
and  secretary  of  the  100-member 
Council  of  Bishops,  reminded 
the  bishops  that  they  had  ex¬ 
pressed  “outrage”  against  Iraq 
during  a  meeting  in  1991. 

“When  we  have  seen,  with  our 
own  eyes,  acts  of  injustice  perpe¬ 
trated,  the  least  we  can  say  is  we 
are  outraged. 

“My  heart  is  heavy.  I  am  vul¬ 
nerable;  every  citizen  is  vulnera¬ 
ble  when  we  allow  our  law 
enforcement  officers  to  get  away 
with  this  injustice,”  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert  said. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  of  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa.,  who  led  a  two-year 
initiative  for  the  bishops  on 
drugs  and  violence,  called  on  the 
bishops  and  the  larger  church  to 
address  the  issue  of  violence. 

The  issue  likely  will  be  ad¬ 


dressed  by  delegates  to  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  May  5-15  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Bishops  preside 
over  those  sessions  but  are  not 
voting  members. 

Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Albany,  N.Y.,  called  for  the 
church  to  focus  on  the  poor  and 
the  economic  conditions  that  he 
said  foster  racial  injustice. 

“The  church  has  renewed  itself 
throughout  history  as  it  has  turned 
its  face  toward  the  poor,”  he  said. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  in¬ 
cludes  50  active  bishops  from  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico, 
17  active  bishops  from  other 
countries  and  about  50  bishops 
who  have  voice  but  no  vote  in 
business  sessions. 

Presiding  over  sessions  in  Lex¬ 
ington  was  Bishop  Emilio  de 
Carvalho  of  Angola.  He  will  be 
succeeded  by  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  of  Washington,  who  will 
be  formally  installed  May  8  dur¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference. 


Bishop  Yeakel 


Elected  April  30  as  president- 
designate  was  Bishop  C.P.  Min- 
nick  Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C.  He  will 
assume  his  one-year  term  at  the 
close  of  the  spring  1993  meeting. 


Faith  at  work 
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Global  church 
publishers 
share  struggles 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Many  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  world  today  face  a 
challenge  equal  to  the  struggle  of 
circuit  riders  to  provide  printed 
material  across  the  U.S.  frontier. 

Publishing  representatives 
from  various  Wesleyan  denomi¬ 
nations  around  the  world  met  at 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  last  month.  They  heard 
from  colleagues  from  developing 
countries  stories  of  paper  short¬ 
ages,  inflation,  political  confron¬ 
tations  and  lack  of  technology. 

Participants  listened  intently 
as  Monique  Rocourt  shared  the 
difficulties  of  publishing  in  Haiti, 
where  electricity  is  available  only 
two  hours  a  day  and  presses  are 
dependent  on  generators  and  an 
unpredictable  diesel  fuel  supply. 

“In  Haiti  we  get  used  to  expect¬ 
ing  not  to  have  anything,”  Ms.  Ro¬ 
court  explained.  “Everything  is 
expensive  but  we  have  to  keep  the 
price  of  our  materials  down.” 

Despite  political  difficulties  in 
recent  months,  Ms.  Rocourt  said 
the  publishing  enterprise  is  one 
of  the  few  businesses  in  Port-au- 
Prince  that  has  not  lost  business. 

“It  is  important  to  keep  that 
confidence  up  as  other  structures 
in  the  society  are  going  down  the 
drain,”  she  said. 


L.A.  bishop  advocates  non-violent  response 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

As  people  felt  pain  and.  anger  in 
"the  city  of  angels”  last  week.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  were  reminded  to  be 
angels  of  mercy. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area)  reminded  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  that  “the  Lord  calls  us 
to  respond  in  ways  that  are  loving 
and  non-violent,  even  to  the  most 
hurtful  wrongs.” 

He  called  on  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  pray  for  all  persons  involved 


in  the  trial  of  four  Los  Angeles  po¬ 
lice  officers  for  the  beating  of  Rod¬ 
ney  King  and  for  the  people  of  Los 
Angeles. 

A  statement  from  the  United 
Methodist  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ence  cabinet  said,  “We  are  deeply 
troubled  by  the  police  beating  of 
Rodney  King  and  the  subsequent  ac¬ 
quittals  by  the  Ventura  County  jury. 

“It  recalls  the  ugly  memories  of 
lynchings,  a  long  history  of  violence 
and  racism  expressed  both  physical¬ 
ly  and  institutionally. 

“These  events  have  touched  a 


deep  vein  of  discontent  and  cyni¬ 
cism.  It  is  a  proper  time  for  indigna¬ 
tion.  In  a  just  society  those  who  are 
not  victims  must  be  as  indignant  as 
those  who  are.” 

When  asked  which  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  were  affected  by  the 
Los  Angeles  riots.  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Robert  Smith  declared, 
“All  of  them!" 

On  the  morning  following  the  tri¬ 
al  verdict,  Dr.  Smith  immediately 
called  a  meeting  of  some  36  Los  An¬ 
geles  United  Methodist  pastors.  He 
said  this  was  to  allow  them  to  vent 
their  frustrations  after  trying  to  stop 


Church  leaders  point  to  'enemy  within' 


a  night  of  looting  and  riots. 

“The  business  district  right  in 
front  of  the  Korean  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  was  burned 
down,  but  the  church  was  not  dam¬ 
aged,”  said  Dr.  Smith.  “A  motorist 
was  pulled  from  his  car  and  beaten 
near  Epworth  church.  And  the  pow¬ 
er  was  out  at  Wesley  church  and 
Faith  church — right  in  the  heart  of 
South  Central  (Los  Angeles.) 

“As  I  drove  the  streets  of  the  city 
the  night  of  the  verdict,  I  witnessed 
not  just  black  persons  but  Central 
Americans  and  Latinos  looting  and 
burning  stores  in  South  Central — 


people  who  for  years  have  been  de¬ 
prived  of  basic  things.  People  who 
have  human  needs.  When  the  vio¬ 
lence  started,  they  probably  said, 
‘This  may  be  the  only  chance  I’ve 
got  to  meet  those  needs.’ 

“We  ministers  have  been  asking 
the  city  to  address  these  problems 
all  along.  Why  is  it  now  that  after 
the  riots,  they  are  asking  us,  ‘What 
can  the  city  do?’  ” 

The  Los  Angeles  district  has  initi¬ 
ated  several  disaster  response  pro¬ 
grams  to  respond  to  this  crisis 
through  "Operation  Resurrection.” 
(See  list  below.) 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Many  United  Methodists  ex¬ 
pressed  “outrage  and  anguish"  over 
results  of  the  trial  of  the  four  defen¬ 
dants  in  the  Rodney  King  beating 
in  the  Los  Angeles  area  last  week. 

■  The  Rev.  Joseph  Roberson,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  Black  Method¬ 
ists  for  Church  Renewal,  said  the 
trial  was  “a  mockery  of  justice  that 
supports  police  brutality,  dehuman¬ 
ization  and  racism. 

“. . .  We  must  further  recognize 
that  more  work  is  needed  within 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
address  systemic  racism  in  its  mani¬ 
festations.” 

■  A  joint  statement  from  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  and  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  declared  “shock 


and  dismay”  over  what  the  statement 
described  as  the  miscarriage  of  justice 
evident  in  the  verdict. 

"Criminal  behavior  and  racial  bru¬ 
tality  cannot  be  tolerated  within 
America’s  law  enforcement  agencies” 
said  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett  of  the  Church  and  Society  agency 
and  Barbara  R.  Thompson  of  the  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  agency. 

■  The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
chief  executive  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said, 
“The  Social  Principles  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  state  that  the  mis¬ 
treatment  or  torture  of  persons  for 
any  purpose  violates  Christian  teach¬ 
ings  and  must  be  condemned. 

“We  commend  church  and  civic 
workers  who  are  providing  leader¬ 
ship  in  seeking  to  overcome  the 
conditions  of  racism  and  injustice 


which  have  created  this  crisis.” 

Dr.  Nugent  reaffirmed  the  resolu¬ 
tion  by  the  mission  board’s  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  against  police 
brutality  and  offered  assistance 
from  the  board's  National  Division 
to  communities  in  crisis. 

■  The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  said, 
“We  have  seen  this  happen  in  Yu¬ 
goslavia,  in  South  Africa  and  in  Is¬ 
rael,  but  we  did  not  expect  the 
violent  eruptions  that  occurred  in 
California  and  elsewhere. . . . 

“The  use  of  titillating  and  ex¬ 
ploitative  human  conflict,  violence 
and  death,  in  films  and  television  is 
sending  the  message  in  this  country 
that  anything  goes  and  that  all  op¬ 
tions  are  acceptable.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


‘Transform  outrage  into  courage’ 

United  Methodist  clergy  in  the  Los  Angeles  District  called  last  week  for 
churches  to  "transform  outrage  into  courage"  through  assistance  to  riot- 
torn  areas  of  the  city.  Among  their  calls  to  action: 

Designate  three  United  Methodist  congregations  in  the  affected  areas 
as  "sanctuary  churches”  to  offer  shelter,  refuge  from  the  streets  and 
counseling. 

Request  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  provide  money, 
food,  supplies,  cleanup  personnel  and  possible  construction  ‘assistance  to 
rebuild  damaged  neighborhoods. 

Form  ongoing  crisis  support  groups  in  churches  to  deal  with  grief, 
anger  and  confusion  resulting  from  the  trial  verdict  and  riots  stemming 
from  the  verdict. 

Request  the  1992  General  Conference,  in  session  May  5-15  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  to  take  a  special  offering  for  the  assistance  of  riot  victims 
in  south  central  Los  Angeles. 


Faith  connections 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


WORSHIP  WRITING:  Not¬ 
ed  British  theologian  and  hymn 
writer,  the  Rev.  Brian  Wren,  will 
lead  a  five-day  workshop  on  “Writ¬ 
ing  for  Worship”  July  20-24  at 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  Tuition.  4  nights  lodging  and 
meals  will  cost  $355.  Registration  is 
limited  to  40  participants.  Registra¬ 
tion  deadline  is  $10.  For  informa¬ 
tion  write  the  center  at  1008  19th 
Ave.  S.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37212- 
2166. 

FOOD  WRAP-UP:  it’s  not 

too  late  to  pack  food  boxes  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  Russia  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Through  April  30,  some  80  contain¬ 
ers  of  food,  each  stocking  approxi¬ 
mately  1,000  cartons,  have  been 
shipped  from  New  Windsor,  Md., 
for  distribution  in  Moscow  (see 
UMR  May  1).  Once  this  phase  of 
the  project  closes,  UMCOR  will 
continue  to  furnish  designed  aid  in 
the  form  of  medicines  and  critical 


food  needs  with  bulk  shipments 
through  ecumenical  and  coopera¬ 
tive  partners.  United  Methodists 
can  also  contribute  financial  gifts  to 
this  program  through  Advance  No. 
250375-4. 

LEADS  ASSOCIATION: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ben  Oli- 
phint  (Houston  Area)  will  become 
president  of  the 
Texas  United 
Methodist  College 
Association  fol¬ 
lowing  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  : 
episcopacy  later 
this  year.  Bishop 
Oliphint  will  suc¬ 
ceed  Dr.  Joe  El-  Ben  Oliphint 
more,  who  retired  from  the 
association  in  1991  after  eight  years 
as  president.  The  association’s 
board  is  composed  of  the  presidents 
of  the  seven  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  schools  in  Texas:  Wiley  Col¬ 
lege,  Southwestern  University, 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Texas  Wesleyan  University, 
McMurry  University,  Huston-Til- 
lotson  College,  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  Lon  Morris  College. 

SOUTHEASTERN  UMW:  A 

Virginia  educator  will  head  the 
work  of  United  Methodist  Women 
in  the  denomination’s  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  for  the  next  four  years. 
Jean  Mims  Smith,  an  elementary 
school  teacher  from  Hampton,  Va., 
succeeds  Effie  M.  Miller  of  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.C.,  as  core  planning  group 
president  for  the  women's  group  in 
the  southeast.  Completing  UMW 
elections  for  each  of  the  church’s 
five  regional  areas,  the  election  was 
held  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  April  24. 

BLACK  MEN:  The  president  of 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  the  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  for  a  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  “Black  Men  in 
Crisis:  Regaining  Our  Balance.” 
Scheduled  Aug.  28-30,  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  at  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville  and  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship.  More  information  is 


available  by  writing  Allen  Brown, 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Division, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-0840. 

NO  THANKS:  The  pastor  of 
the  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Pamu,  Estonia,  has  said  “thanks, 
but  no  thanks”  to 
the  invitation  to 
become  the  city’s 
mayor.  The  Rev. 

Ullas  Tankler  was 
asked  to  become 
mayor  by  the 
Pamu  city  council 
after  its  mayor 
Stepped  down  be-  Ullas  Tankler 
cause  of  the  complex  economic  and 
social  difficulties  faced  by  the  city 
since  the  fall  of  communism.  Coun¬ 
cil  members  invited  Mr.  Tankler  to 
assume  the  mayoral  post  because  of 
his  civic  leadership  in  Parnu,  but 
the  United  Methodist  clergyman  re¬ 
fused  because  he  felt  the  need  to 
complete  the  new  Agape  Church 
and  Community  Center  in  Pamu. 
The  center  is  Advance  Special  Proj¬ 
ect  No.  115362-AN,  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Form  of  Note 


Minimum  Investment 


Rate* 


4  year  term 


$100 


7.00% 


1  year  term 


$100 


5.00% 


Flexible 


$100 


5.00% 


•Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  101 15. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1 -800-862  8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  litde  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  ot  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular. 


‘Tfie  JLife  in  tfie  Spirit 
into 

Tfie  JLife  of  tfie  Cfturcfi 


ALDE  RSG ATE  ’92  August  12-  16,  1992 

Oklahoma  City.  Oklahoma 
(A  National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit) 


Yes,  Please  send  me  information 
about  □  Aldersgate  92 

□  The  Ministry  of  UMRSF 


Name_ 


Address^ 
City - 


-State  . 


-Zip- 


Li 


If  you  would  like  more  Information,  please  contact: 

The  United  Methodist  Renewal 
Services  Fellowship,  Inc. 

An  Affiliate  of  the  General  Board  of  Disciples  hip  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Box  1 20 1 57.  Nashville,  TN  372 1 2  (61 5)340-7326 


HONORED:  The  Rev.  J.  Har¬ 
old  Greenlee,  retired  member  of 
United  Methodism’s  West  Virginia 
Annual  Conference,  was  honored 
recently  with  presentation  of  a  fest¬ 
schrift — a  collection  of  articles — by 
nine  New  Testament  scholars  from 
the  U.S.,  Canada  and  England.  Dr. 
Greenlee,  who  holds  a  doctorate  in 
biblical  and  patristic  Greek  from 
Harvard  University  and  was  a  Ful- 
bright  scholar  at  Oxford  University, 
taught  New  Testament  Greek  at  As- 
bury  Theological  Seminary  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  for  20  years. 

COMMUNICATION:  Local 

church  communicators  can  get 
hands-on  training  for  producing 
newsletters,  creating  audio-visual 
resources  and  designing  public  rela¬ 
tions  campaigns  during  an  educa¬ 
tional  event  set  Aug.  18-22  at 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  center  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  (UMCom) 
will  offer  .the  second  annual  com¬ 
munication  skills  workshop. 
Courses  in  English  and  Spanish  lan¬ 
guages  will  run  concurrently.  Cost 
of  the  workshop  is  $300,  which  in¬ 
cludes  registration,  materials,  room 
and  board. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 
The  solution—  15 


with  an  aisle,  raised 
root  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 


GO  WITH 

CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS  ON 
ONE  OF  THESE  EXCITING  TRIPS 

JULY  31— August  11 
DANUBE  RIVER  CRUISE 
AND  VIENNA 

The  M/S  Rousse— Ports  of  call  in  HUNGARY 
YUGOSLAVIA,  BULGARIA  AND  ROMANIA  with 
land  tours  included.  Extended  time  in  VIENNA. 
Limited  space  available. 

SEPTEMBER  24— OCTOBER  8 
PORTUGAL,  SPAIN,  MOROCCO 
and  GIBRALTAR 

1992  is  the  year  to  be  in  SPAIN.  WORLD 
EXPOSITION  in  SEVILLE  is  a  highlight. 
Beautiful, 

scenic  spots  throughout.  Historical, 
architectural  and  artistic  highlights. 

NOVEMBER  14—27 
CLASSICAL  GREECE  AND  GREEK 
ISLAND  CRUISE 

Know  the  thrill  of  being  on  the  Greek  Islands  of 
SANTORINI,  CRETE,  RHODES  and  PATMOS. 
We’ll  also  stop  in  TURKEY  with  EPHESUS  an 
option.  Five  day  classical  tour  of  GREECE 
climaxes  this  great  trip. 

For  complete  details,  phone:(713)  439-4072 
or  write:CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77251 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  2S  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  plus  add  >8  for  8  words  to  vour 
copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  RELATIONS.  Sue  Ben¬ 
nett  College  invites  applications  and  nominations 
for  the  position  of  Director  of  Public  Relations.  The 
Director  reports  to  the  Vice  President  for  Institu¬ 
tional  Advancement  and  is  responsible  for  internal 
and  external  communications,  publications,  and 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  at  an  active  multi-staffed  (including  mu¬ 
sicians,  Jim  and  Jean  Strathdee)  suburban  church 
with  an  emphasis  on  mission  outreach  and  social 
concern,  committed  to  ministering  to  people  of  all 
ages  and  conditions.  Looking  for  an  active,  energet¬ 
ic,  creative,  individual  to  strengthen  and  expand 
youth  program.  Experience  required.  Salary  range 
$25,000-530, 000-plus  benefits,  commensurate  with 
experience.  Send  resumes  and/or  requests  for  job 
description  to:  Don  Fado,  St.  Mark’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  2391  St.  Mark’s  Way,  Sacramento, 
CA  95864. 

publicity.  Sue  Bennett  College  is  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Materials  should  be 
sent  to:  Dr.  Ramona  Lainhart,  Vice  President  for  In-, 
stitutional  Advancement,  151  College  St.,  London, 
KY  40741.  Sue  Bennett  College  is  an  Equal  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

NEED  DIACONAL  MINISTER  for  children’s  min¬ 
istry/Christian  education.  Membership  2300.  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee.  Westcliff  UMC,  4833 
Selkirk,  Ft.  Worth.  TX  76 1 09.  (8 1 7)  92 1  -522 1 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER  —  FULL-TIME,  existing 
Methodist  Campus  Ministry,  Stetson  University. 
DcLand,  Florida.  Inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Jim 
McWhinnie,  510  E.  Oakwood  Ave„  Orange  City, 
FL  32763.  Deadline:  June  30. 

member  church  with  growing  church  school.  Sal¬ 
ary  Negotiable.  Send  resume  by  May  15  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1005  Stover  St.,  Fort 
Collins,  CO  80524. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Na- 
pics.  Florida,  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Church 
Program  and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  combined  posi¬ 
tion.  Ordained,  diaconal,  or  lay  person  with  expe¬ 
rience.  Apply  to:  Dr.  Richard  Bingham,  Senior 
Minister.  388  First  Avenue  South,  Naples,  FL 
33940.  Salary  consistent  with  experience. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 
available  at  1 ,800-member  church  located  in  college 
community.  Must  have  positive  church  music  expe¬ 
rience,  work  well  with  volunteers,  support  a  wide  va¬ 
riety  of  United  Methodist  worship  from  “blue  jean" 
to  “high  church"  settings,  and  provide  enthusiastic 
leadership  to  a  comprehensive  music  program.  Send 
resume,  references,  and  compensation  expectations 
to:  Rev.  Fred  H.  Haustein,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  801  S.  Main,  Jonesboro,  AR  72401. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Sandy  Springs  UMC 

seeks  a  Director  of  Music.  Please  forward  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  before  May  31  to  the  name 
and  address  below:  a  resume,  three  references,  a 
personal  statement  of  faith,  a  list  of  works  con¬ 
ducted  (copies  of  programs,  sound  or  video  re¬ 
cordings  would  be  helpful),  and  a  statement  of 
your  approach  to  music  ministry  in  a  2000-mem- 
ber  regional  church.  Reply  to:  G.  William  Thack- 
ston,  Jr.,  Music  Search  Committee,  120  Allen 
Road,  Atlanta,  GA  30328.  I 

YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  innova¬ 
tive  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth  for 
1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to:  Rev. 
Dan  Hoke,  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh  Lane, 
Dallas.  TX  75229. 

YOUTH  DHIECTOR.  1600-member  congregation. 
Must  be  motivated  and  organized  to  expand  current 
youth  programs.  Total  compensation  negotiable 
based  on  experience  and  education.  Send  resume  to: 
Littleton  United  Methodist  Church,  1313  W.  Shcp- 
perd  Ave..  Littleton,  CO  80120.  Attn:  Staff-Parish 
Relations  Committee.  (303)  794-6379. 

SUBURBAN  ST.  LOUIS  CHURCH,  1,200 

members,  seeks  Director  of  Programming  to 
work  with  Council  on  Ministries  to  coordinate 
planning  and  implementation  of  church  activi¬ 
ties.  Experience  required,  diaconal  preferred.  Sal¬ 
ary:  negotiable.  Resumes  to:  Search  Committee, 
Salem-in-Ladue  United  Methodist  Church,  1200 
South  Lindbergh,  St.  Louis.  MO  63 1 3 1 . 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Oklahoma 
Conference  seeking  Associate  Council  Director  with 
special  skills  in  children's  ministries  and  local 

church  family  ministries.  Send  resume  and  400 
word  philosophy  of  children’s  ministries  to:  David 
Severe,  2420  N.  Blackwelder,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
73106  before  June  15. 

NEED  A  NEW  CHURCH  BUS?  ’83  Ford  20  pas¬ 
senger  Aiiporter  bus,  near  new  condition.  34,000 
original  miles,  AC,  PS.  PB,  auto,  alarm,  460  gas  mtr, 
excellent  in  every  way  $  1 9,500.00  (817)  7384)330. 

T 1  1  04- 
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Celebrate  and  Witness' 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

MAY  15,  1992 


Don't  Believe 
All 

You  Read 


As  you  read  these  words,  I  will  be  in  Louisville,  KY,  along  with  12 
Louisiana  delegates  (six  lay,  six  clergy)  at  our  General  Conference 
which  is  held  once  every  four  years. 

At  every  General  Conference,  controversial  issues  are  debated  with 
vigor.  The  secular  press  skims  the  top  of  these  proceedings  to  get  the 
issues  that  are  headline  material.  More  often  than  not,  these  articles 
will  not  deal  in-depth  with  the  subject  but  simply  titillate  readers  and 
(whatever  the  issue)  cause  many  people  to  be  very  angry  with  their 
church,  which  in  turn  will  bring  forth  a  barrage  of  letters  to  my  desk. 

I  want  to  caution  you  that  most  newspapers  are  not  in  the  business  of 
serving  Christ  but  of  selling  their  product. 

Will  Rogers  said,  “Everything  I  know,  I  read  in  the  newspapers.” 
May  I  be  bold  enough  to  say  that  much  of  w  hat  the  papers  would  have 
you  believe  about  national  and  international  decisions  of  churches  are 
at  best  inaccurate  and  at  worst  pejorative. 

Therefore,  I  hope  you  will  follow  General  Conference  through  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  and  through  other  communication  vehicles 
of  United  Methodism.  Summaries  of  the  conference  will  be  coming  into 
our  Louisiana  United  Methodist  headquarters.  If  there  is  something 
you  read  that  you  are  uncertain  about,  call  the  headquarters  building. 
Someone  there  will  help  you  with  the  correct  interpretation. 

General  Conference  is  a  tremendous  event  in  the  life  of  United 
Methodism.  Elected  leaders  from  all  over  the  world  come  together 
(1000  strong)  to  debate,  vote  upon  and  decide  major  issues  related  to 
our  life  together. 

I  have  looked  forward  to  this  conference  and  believe  that  in  many 
ways  it  will  be  a  defining  moment  for  our  church.  I  hope  you  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  two  weeks  in  May  with  both  interest  and  accuracy. 


To  Aid  Hungry 


UM  Groups  to  Experience 
Ancient  Biblical  Practice 
Of  Gleaning  in  Fields 


Gleaning  is  an  ancient  Biblical- 
times  practice  which  involves  gath¬ 
ering  crops  that  are  left  in  the  fields 
after  harvest.  Poor  people,  especial¬ 
ly  widows,  were  allowed  to  glean 
what  they  could  for  their  families. 

The  Jean-Francais  Millet  (1814- 
75)  painting  of  The  Gleaners  (Lou¬ 
vre,  Paris)  shows  three  poorly-clad 
peasant  women  in  the  fields.  Their 
heads  were  averted  as  they  stooped 
to  do  their  work  of  gleaning. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  which 
was  organized  by  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  and  their  families, 
has  a  modern-day  project,  The 
Gleaning  Network.  Volunteers  en¬ 
gage  in  crop  gleaning  to  help  poor, 
hungry  and  homeless  persons. 

Youth  and  adults  from  Louisiana 
have  signed  up  to  glean  during  the 
Harvest  of  Hope  ministry  at  De- 
Ridder  June  21  to  27  and  in  Mer- 
Rouge  July  19  to  25.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Weber  of  Benton  is  Louisi¬ 
ana  director  of  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
Project.  His  wife,  Anita,  assists  and 


Two  Baton  Rouge  Women 
Create  Liturgical  Banner 
For  Annual  Conference 


To  illustrate  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  theme,  “Celebrate  and  Wit¬ 
ness,”  two  United  Methodist 
women  who  are  talented  artists  pre¬ 
pared  a  handsome  liturgical  banner 
which  will  be  a  backdrop  for  the 
sessions  in  Shreveport. 

Bobby  Potts  and  Lucile  Martin, 
members  of  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  designed  and  created  the 
spectacular  banner,  in  three  panels, 
which  is  about  24  feet  wide  and 
I6V2  feet  high. 

The  women  started  working  on 
the  design  in  January,  consulted 
with  conference  planners  and  later 
submitted  their  ideas  to  them  in 
drawings.  Then  the  actual  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  banner  was  started. 

Attention  to  Detail 

They  gave  freely  of  their  time 
over  the  four-month  period  to  make 
sure  every  detail  was  just  right.  The 
banner  was  completed  near  the  end 
of  April. 

Martin  and  Potts  had  not  previ¬ 
ously  worked  together.  They  ex¬ 
plained  the  way  they  had  cooperat¬ 
ed  on  the  banner  venture  after  they 
were  given  the  theme,  “Celebrate 
and  Witness"  to  depict  in  their  art. 

“At  first  we  talked  about  what  we 
would  like  to  do,”  Potts  said.  "Then 
we  each  went  home  and  drew  a  de¬ 
sign.  Our  ideas  were  very  similar 
and  we  put  them  together.  The  Spir¬ 
it  of  God  was-wurk'iTig'ihere.’’ 

Martin  drew  the  designs  to  scale 
and  cut  out  the  patterns.  “Bobby 
and  I  got  together  to  decide  on  the 
colors  and  materials  we  needed  and 
then  shopped  for  them”  Martin 
said. 

Variety  of  Skills 

Their  creative  work  included  cut¬ 
ting  and  peeling  gold  fabric  off  pa¬ 
per  and  then  ironing  it  onto  the 
background  they  had  made  from 
large  pieces  of  fabric.  Gluing  and 


sewing  also  were  involved.  They 
toiled  together  and  separately. 

They  worked  on  the  banner  in 
smaller  portions,  creating  the  side 
panels  and  then  the  central  one. 
“Until  we  hung  it  in  our  church  we 
had  never  seen  the  whole  thing  to¬ 
gether,"  Potts  said. 


On  a  background  of  wedgewood  blue  the  Annual  Conference  ban¬ 
ner  includes  as  the  focal  point  a  gold  Celtic  cross  over  a  drawing  of 
the  world,  (in  a  deeper  shade  of  blue)  signifying  the  worldwide  out¬ 
reach  of  the  church.  Gold  trumpets  and  star  crosses  along  with  red 
figures  of  liturgical  dancers  and  persons  in  prayer  surround  the 
large  cross  to  reflect  the  "Celebrate  and  Witness"  theme. 

First  of  Three  Assemblies 
Planned  by  UMM  to  Feature 
Coach/Layman  As  Speaker 


Lucile  Martin,  LEFT,  and  Bobby 
Potts  made  liturgical  banner  for 
Annual  Conference. 

When  it  was  completed  and 
rolled  up  for  transporting  to  Shreve¬ 
port,  the  women  worried  about  how 
it  would  withstand  the  trip. 

They  both  expressed  their  plea¬ 
sure  at  working  together  and  of  vol¬ 
unteering  their  time  and  talents  for 
the  church.  “We  hope  it  looks 
good,”  Martin  added.  Some  parts  of 
their  designs  will  also  be  used  on 
publications  relating  to  Annual 
Conference. 

A  beautiful  set  of  smaller  liturgi¬ 
cal  banners  Martin  and  others  of 
the  congregation  created  also  will  be 
hung  in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centena¬ 
ry.  These  have  been  prepared  over  a 
period  of  years,  one  season  at  a 
time,  for  use  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
church.  She  has  made  clothing  for 
her  family,  costumes  and  decora¬ 
tions  for  various  occasions. 

Potts  writes  and  illustrates  cook 
books  and  has  designed  commercial 
placemats  and  gumbo  mugs.  She  of¬ 
ten  does  drawings  and  posters  for 
her  church.  Both  women  are  in¬ 
volved  in  other  church  activities. 


Assembling  hundreds  of  138-page  booklets  containing  Pre-Confer¬ 
ence  Reports  and  preparing  them  for  mailing  is  a  big  job.  Volun¬ 
teers  from  area  churches  went  to  the  Conference  Headquarters  to 
assist  Shirlene  Spears,  who  is  in  charge  of  printing.  Hard  at  work 
are,  STANDING,  FROM  LEFT,  Dorothy  Green,  Spears,  Fran  Hall, 
Gladys  Rabe  and  SEATED,  FROM  LEFT,  Ann  Totten,  Marjorie  Dial 
and  Pat  Duncan.  Annual  conference  delegates  were  asked  to  read 
the  reports  before  the  Pre-Conference  Training  sessions  which  be¬ 
gin  Monday,  May  17. 


Widow  of  Martin  Luther  King 
To  Speak  Monday  at  Dillard 


participates  in  the  gleaning. 

“The  part  1  love  best  about  it,” 
she  said,  “is  the  way  it  makes  the 
teenagers  who  participate  more 
aware  of  poverty.  They  leam  they 
can  be  Christ's  hands  in  the  world 
by  helping  the  poor,  that  a  hand  can 
make  a  difference.” 

Teens  from  many  areas  of  the 
state  will  participate  this  summer. 
They  will  pick  purple  hull  peas, 
corn,  Irish  potatoes,  watermelons 
and  other  crops. 

“We’re  keeping  our  fingers 
crossed.  It  has  not  been  a  good  year 
for  crops  because  of  the  weather.” 
Weber  said. 

Harvest  of  Hope  is  an  ecumenical 
gleaning/study  experience  to  show 
participants  that  they  can  make  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
suffer  from  hunger. 

Louisiana  UM  participants  in 
DeRidder,  according  to  Julie  Taylor 
at  Harvest  of  Hope  in  Big  Island, 
Va.,  will  be  young  people  and  adult 
leaders  from:  First,  Lafayette;  First, 


Dr.  Coretta  Scott  King,  widow  of 
civil  rights  leader  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  will  speak  at  the  123rd 
commencement  exercises  of  United 
Methodist  related-Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty  in  New  Orleans.  The  ceremony  is 
scheduled  for  5:30  p.m.  Monday, 
May  18,  on  Kearny  Terrace. 

Dr.  Eugene  Corbett  Patterson, 
Pulitzer  Prize-winning  editor  emer¬ 
itus  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Times 
newspaper,  will  receive  the  honor¬ 
ary  doctor  of  laws  degree. 

King  is  founding  president  and 
chief  executive  officers  of  the  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  Jr.  Center  for  Non¬ 
violent  Social  Change  Inc.  in 
Atlanta. 

She  also  is  co-chairperson  of  the 
Full  Employment  Action  Council, 
representing  over  100  national  or¬ 
ganizations  calling  for  a  national 
policy  to  provide  decent-paying 

Easter  Russian 
Telecast  Videos 

Video  taped  copies  of  the  V1SN 
Easter  telecast  from  Russia  and 
Shreveport  are  available  from  the 
Conference  Office  for  rent  or  pur¬ 
chase  ($8  per  copy  including  mail¬ 
ing). 

Contact  Judy  Brewer  (504-346- 
1646).  director  of  the  Conference 
Resource  Center. 


Monroe;  Centenary,  Franklinton, 
and  St.  Matthew’s,  Metairie. 

Gleaning  in  MerRouge  will  be  the 
following  Louisiana  UM  groups: 

Fellowship,  Bossier  City;  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive,  Alexandria;  First,  Winn- 
field;  Ingleside,  Baton  Rouge; 
Mangum,  Shreveport;  Epps,  and 
Benton. 


jobs  for  persons  who  are  willing  and 
able  to  work. 

Last  year  over  2  million  persons 
visited  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Center  for  Non¬ 
violent  Social 
Change  which 
includes  King's 
h  entombment,  his 
•sT3f birth  home,  the 
Freedom  Hall 
Complex  and 
Ebenezer  Baptist 
Church. 

Coretta  King  Patterson  won 
the  Pulitzer  Prize  for  editorial  writ¬ 
ing  in  1966  while  he  was  editor  of 
the  Atlanta  Constitution.  A  former 
president  of  the  American  Society 
of  Newspaper  Editors,  he  has 
worked  for  United  Press  Interna¬ 
tional,  The  Atlanta  Constitution 
and  the  Congressional  Quarterly. 


Retired  Ministers 
Luncheon  Planned 

The  Rev.  James  Evans,  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  Retired  Minis¬ 
ter’s  Luncheon  always  planned 
during  Annual  Conference,  an¬ 
nounces  that  it  is  slated  for 
Tuesday.  June  2,  at  12:30  p.m. 

The  luncheon  will  be  held  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall  of  Noel 
UMC  in  Shreveport. 

All  retired  ministers,  spouses 
and  surviving  spouses  are  is¬ 
sued  an  invitation  on  behalf  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  sponsor  for  the  luncheon. 


The  first  in  a  series  of  three 
Christian  Motivational  Assemblies 
sponsored  by  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
will  be  held  Saturday,  May  30,  at 
Trinity  UMC,  1000  West  Wood¬ 
ward  Ave.,  Ruston. 

Joe  Raymond  Peace,  head  foot¬ 
ball  coach  at  Louisiana  Tech  Uni¬ 
versity  and  a  member  of  Trinity, 
will  speak  on  the  subject,  “Men  of 
Stature.” 

Music  will  be  presented  by  Ryan 
Horton  Jr.  associate  pastor,  First 
UMC,  Natchitoches,  and  director, 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwest¬ 
ern  State  University  and  George 
Gross,  pianist,  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  Pineville. 

A  special  guest  will  be  Allen 
Brown,  national  director  for  UMM, 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  with 
responsibilities  for  field  services 
and  the  publication.  Men’s  News. 

Advance  registration  is  not  man¬ 


datory  but  guarantees  that  a  meal 
will  be  included  in  the  registration 
fee  of  $15.  By  May  22,  send  checks 
payable  to  Ruston  District  (with 
memo  ‘CMA  '92')  to  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  P.O.  Box  929,  Ruston,  LA 
71273-0929. 

The  second  assembly  will  be  held 
at  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans, 
on  Oct.  3,  when  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris,  president  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta, 
will  speak. 

The  third  is  set  for  Oct.  24  in  As- 
bury  UMC,  Lafayette. 

Boyd  Baun  of  University  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  Conference  presi¬ 
dent  of  UMM. 

Two  new  district  presidents  are: 
Raymond  Christensen,  a  member 
of  First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  Alex¬ 
andria  District,  and  Roger  W. 
McRee,  a  member  of  Aurora  UMC, 
New  Orleans.  New  Orleans  District. 


Around  The  Conference 


Sally  Ann  Rob¬ 
erts,  news  com¬ 
mentator  and 
television  per¬ 
sonality  with 
WWL-TV  in 
New  Orleans,  is 
a  member  of 
Bethany  UMC, 
New  Orleans. 
She  spoke  at 
Kenner  UMC 
where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
\V.  Peterson. 

“She  emphasized  in  her  inspira¬ 
tional  message  that  no  matter  how 
busy  we  are  we  should  have  time  to 
Fill  the  needs  that  others  look  to  us 
for,”  Dorothy  V.  Lacomb  church 
secretary,  said.  “In  this  way  we 
serve  our  Lord  as  we  put  forth  our 
caring  efforts  to  let  people  know  we 
are  concerned  about  what  happens 
in  their  lives.”  She  said  Roberts  is 
an  active  church  member  who  man¬ 
ages  skillfully  to  divide  her  time  be¬ 
tween  her  family,  church  and 
profession. 

*  *  * 

Watercolor  paintings  by  the  Rev. 
Henry  Blount,  pastor,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  have  been  exhibited  at 
the  church  since  the  beginning  of 
May.  The  Worship  Commission  is 
planning  a  member  art  show  “in 
celebration  of  our  creative  talents” 
the  first  week  of  August.  Blount, 
soon  to  retire,  said,  “The  arts  are 
about  people  —  persons  responding 
to  other  persons  creative  spirits  . . . 
Art  is  a  celebration  of  the  common¬ 
place.  a  lie  which  expresses  truth, 
an  alternative  of  reality.  Art  is  a  cal¬ 
culated  trap  for  meditation." 

*  *  * 

Marsha  Alexander  returned  re¬ 
cently  to  University  UMC,  Lake 
Charles  where  she  formerly  was 
program  director.  The  church  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  support  of  her  work 
as  missionary  to  the  Philippines. 
She  teaches  at  Asbury  College  on 
the  island  of  Anda.  The  school  has 
students  of  all  ages  and  is  important 
to  the  life  of  the  island.  Visiting 
with  her  were  two  Filipino  women 
who  presented  a  slide  show  of  the 
mission  work  on  the  island. 


Ruston  Training 

A  Pre-Conference  Training  Ses¬ 
sion  for  Ruston  District  will  be  held 
Sunday,  May  17,  at  3  p.m.  in  First 
UMC,  Arcadia. 

General  Conference 

See  inside  pages  for  hews  from 
the  General  Conference  which  ends 
Friday,  May  15,  in  Louisville. 


At  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  nee¬ 
dlepoint  cushions  for  the  altar  rail 
will  be  handmade  by  23  members. 
The  children  of  Cletus  and  Dorothy 
Zaenglein,  “longtime,  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church”  commissioned 
the  cushions.  Joanne  Mewboume, 
Helen  Miner  and  David  Zaenglein 
presented  materials  for  the  project 
at  a  worship  service  on  May  3. 

Individuals  who  will  do  the 
stitchery  were  commissioned  dur¬ 
ing  the  service.  Vicki  Fallin,  a  Loui¬ 
siana  native  who  lives  in 
Georgetown,  TX,  keyed  the  sym¬ 
bolic  designs  of  the  needlepoint  to 
the  architecture  of  the  church.  She 
has  designed  needlepoint  for  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  and  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport. 

*  * 

Dr.  Austin 
Sartin,  Woolfl 
Professor  of  Ge-  f 
ology  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  I 
Department  of  I 
Geology  and  Ge-  f 
ography  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  ^ 

has  been  recog- 
nized  for  out-  Austin  Sartin 
standing  teaching.  The  award  was 
given  by  the  Division  of  Higher 
Education  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  A 
1 959  graduate  of  Centenary,  he  was 
chpsen  by  students  and  faculty  as 
Centenary's  outstanding  professor. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Leonard  L.  Haynes  III  of 

Washington,  D.  C.,  has  been  named 
to  direct  the  U.  S.  Information 
Agency’s  Office  of  Academic  Pro¬ 
grams.  He  is  the  son  of  retired  pas¬ 
tor,  Dr.  L.  L.  Haynes  Jr.  and  wife, 
Leila,  of  Baton  Rouge. 

*  *  * 

On  a  recent  weekend.  First  UMC, 
Many's  Commission  on  Missions 
sponsored  a  mission  project  to  re¬ 
place  a  washed  out  bridge  on  the 
drive  to  a  family’s  residence  in  the 
area.  Kent  Lee,  chairperson,  discov¬ 
ered  the  need  and  with  the  help  of 
Bob  Nolen  recruited  workers  and 
gathered  equipment  needed.  About 
25  members  assisted  with  the  chal¬ 
lenging  project.  The  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman. 

In  Memoriam 

Orpha  C.  Lee,  surviving  spouse  of 
the  Rev.  John  Wesley  Lee  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  died  April 
30,  1992.  Her  funeral  was  held  May 
3  in  Natchitoches  and  she  was  bur¬ 
ied  in  Pollock  Cemetery.  She  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  eight  sons  and  daughters 
in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 
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Lessons  we  can't  ignore 


Imagine  driving  to  your  church 
past  rows  of  armed,  uniformed 
guardsmen,  their  faces  smeared 
with  camouflage  paint. 

On  your  way,  you  pass  the 
smoking  hulks  of  torched  homes 
and  businesses.  Rage  and  fear 
pulsate  in  the  air. 

Yet  when  you  arrive,  you  find 
the  place  bustling  with  people:  Fel¬ 
low  church  members  are  offering 
shelter,  food,  a  loving  touch  and 
comforting  word  to  people  dis¬ 
placed  by  the  violence  outside. 

These  are  some  images  painted 
by  United  Methodists  last  week 
as  they  told  the  church’s  1992 
General  Conference  about  their 
experiences  during  the  recent  ri¬ 
ots  in  Los  Angeles. 

Their  agonized  stories  under¬ 
scored  for  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  and  observers  the  bitter 
realities  of  a  society  shattered  by 
racial  tensions  and  unequal  justice. 

The  stories  contain  lessons 
others  of  us  dare  not  ignore: 

■  We  cannot  love  our  neighbor 
as  Jesus  commands  unless  we 
know  our  neighbors'  needs  as 
well  as  we  know  our  own. 

Los  Angeles  was  a  powerful  re¬ 
minder  that  we  Christians  cannot 
fulfill  our  calling  by  taking  a 
head-in-the-sand  attitude  toward 
the  desperation  and  injustice  that 
exists  among  far  too  many  seg¬ 
ments  of  our  society.  Those 
whom  we  would  love,  we  first 
must  know  as  fully  as  possible. 


■  As  a  mostly  mainstream 
community  of  faith,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  may  need  to  make  an  extra 
effort  both  to  identify  and  identify 
with  society's  least  mainstream, 
most  alienated  members. 

Hence,  seeking  to  know  our  dis¬ 
affected  neighbors  will  entail  risk 
and  “second-mile  compassion’* 
and  breaking  out  of  our  comfort¬ 
able  patterns  of  living  to  encounter 
people  and  situations  whose  suffer¬ 
ing  we  would  rather  avoid. 

■  We  must  help  bring  about 
healing  in  our  communities,  not 
only  through  sporadic  crisis  re¬ 
sponse  but  by  giving  ongoing 
spiritual  and  moral  leadership  to 
combatting  “cruelty  systems” 
that  perpetuate  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  injustice. 

Poverty,  hunger,  racial  dis¬ 
crimination,  inadequate  medical 
care,  homelessness  and  other 
symptoms  of  such  systems  are  at 
heart  brutal  signs  of  human  sin: 
our  stubborn  unwllingness  to 
think  as  highly  of  our  neighbors 
as  we  think  of  ourselves. 

On  this  page,  individual  United 
Methodists  tell  how  they  intend  to 
respond  to  issues  raised  last  week 
during  the  General  Conference  dia¬ 
logues  on  the  urban  riots. 

You  and  your  congregation 
can  join  in  the  dialogue  by  deter¬ 
mining  similar  needs  in  your 
own  communities  and  how  you 
might  respond  to  them. 

We  urge  you  to  do  so. 


7  will  respond  to  the  riots  by../ 

I ' h t1  RpV  .1  ¥  aVnn  L'innniif  ■ - - — " 


The  Rev.  J.  LaVon  Kincaid  Sr., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  delegate:  “What’s 
happening  in  L.A. 
is  a  renaissance  of 
the  civil  rights 
movement  second 
only  to  the  1960s. 
I’m  telling  my 
I  churches  that  we 
have  to  see  our¬ 
selves  as  part  of  a 
J  global  village  in 
which  by  the  year  2088  today’s  ma¬ 
jority  will  no  longer  be  the  majority. 
The  church  has  to  reflect  the  needs 
of  all  people.  I’m  trying  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  have  a  vision  that  we  can  have 
new  life  as  a  result  of  the  crisis  in 
L.A.  Our  vision  has  to  be  stretched 
to  see  that  the  homogenous,  paro¬ 
chial  communities  are  no  longer  the 
reality  of  this  country.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  G.  Heaton, 
Santa  Anna,  Calif.,  observer:  “Peo¬ 
ple  don’t  seem  to  I 
understand  what 
is  happening.  Peo¬ 
ple  here  (at  Gener¬ 
al  Conference) 
think  they  can  put 
a  Band-Aid  on 
this  but  they  can’t. 

There  will  be  war 
in  the  streets.  The 
lawless  element  will  loot,  they’ll 
bum,  they’ll  kill.  I’m  going  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  get  a  work  party  of  youths 
together  to  help  clean  up  and  re¬ 
build  in  Los  Angeles.  Also,  I’d  like 
to  set  up  a  system  of  suburban/in¬ 
ner  city  youth  exchanges  through 

rhitrphpc  ’  ” 


EDITORS'  NOTE:  During  the  first  week  of  the  1992  General 
Conference ,  UMR  editorial  staff  members  posed  the  following 
question  to  randomly  selected  delegates,  visitors  and  observ¬ 
ers  in  Louisville:  "How  will  you  respond  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference.  focus  earlier  in  the  week  on  the  Los  Angeles  riots f" 
Following  is  a  sampling  of  their  responses. 


Mabel  A.  Balk,  Chadwick,  Ill., 
delegate^Tve  been  struggling  with 
j^^Bthis  question.  In 
■t  1  lu'  1 " 1 1  c  places. 

I(  tH"'  isolated 

■S|— ,  -TlU  and  not  as  related 
HB  K  as  we  should.  I 

hope  I  will  be  able 
1  |  to  impart  to  wom- 

iV-.wJj  en's  groups  the  se- 
/  riousness  of  the 

■  ..  .hrm  situation.  Our  re¬ 

sponsibility  is  to  the  policemen  and 
policewomen,  too.  Christ  died  for 
all.  The  church  has  a  responsibility 
to  both  sides.” 

The  Rev.  Dean  Yamamoto,  Chats- 
worth,  Calif.,  observer:  “I’m  going 
to  continue  to  par-  - 
ticipate  in  inter-  ^ 
ethnic  dialogues 
because  it  has  be- 
come  clear  to  us  1 

ethnic  folks  that  flL  — * ‘i 

the  more  we  are 
separated  and  iso-  V 
lated  from  one 
other,  the 

vulnerable  we  are.  We’re  deciding 
that  no  matter  how  difficult  it  is, 
we’re  going  to  express  our  own  per¬ 
sonal  pain  and  to  hear  the  pain  of 
each  other.  Without  that,  how  can  we 


i 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — The  image  of  the  Rev.  fames  Lawson,  pastor 
from  Los  Angeles,  fills  the  video  monitor  screen  as  General  Con- 
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ference  delegates  debate  how  to  respond  to  racism  and  violence. 
See  related  editorial  and  individual  responses  above. 


The  Rev.  Larry  Eddings,  Woo- 
dinviile.  Wash.,  visitor:  “As  an 
evangelist,  I  have 
the  opportunity  to 
be  in  many  con¬ 
ferences  and  local 
|  churches,  to  lift  up 
the  need  for  unity 
I  in  the  body  of 
Christ  and  to  be 
sensitive  to  our 
brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  who  have  been  oppressed.  The 
One  who  brings  unity  is  the  Holy 
Spirit.  If  we  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
guide  us,  we  can  be  unified  by  its 
power.” 

The  Rev.  Kay  Barger,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  delegate:  "Our  racially 
diverse  congrega-|^^Hgxn^H 

bitterness  that  led  , _ /f 

and  the  feeling 
that  we  are  not  all<"^':  x> 

equal  under  thewV.,,,* 
law.  We  prayedB0f 
for  those  who  were  innocently  af¬ 
fected.  In  our  own  city,  we  can 
share  physically  and  in  dialogue 
through  our  outreach  ministries  and 
church  school.  We  can  learn  to  be 
sensitive  and  alert  to  injustices.  ” 

Mary  Jackson,  Anadarko,  Okla., 
marshal:  “I  want  to  help  United 
Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  understand 
how  they  can  help. 
In  rural  areas, 
people  are  not 
aware  of  the  dev¬ 
astation  in  Los 
Angeles.  It’s  like 
another  country  to 
us.  We  have  tense 
(racial)  situations  in  the  schools  in 
Oklahoma  City  but  not  in  Ana¬ 
darko,  which  is  mainly  Native 
Americans.” 

The  Rev.  Seog  Whan  Cho,  Los 
Angeles,  observer:  “I  am  returning 
right  away  to  help^B|^^H|Hn{ 
with  the  emergen- 
cy  committee  J|Sj 

have  set  up  in  Ko-Bi... 
rea  Town.  1  don't 
think  people  un-^^L  JHfj 

derstand.  It's  like^^B  '■Hi 

a  war  zone.  The^^T,  jB 

Koreans  are  a  self- 
helping  people. .  *  ifgS 
They  will  build  up  themselves.  But 
we  need  immediate  help  for  those 
who  have  no  food.  Then  we  need 
help  in  how  to  claim  insurance  and 
to  apply  for  small  business  loans. 
But  to  do  business,  we  need  order 
and  peace.” 


Sean  Hemingway,  Springfield, 
Mass.,  observer:  "I  go  to  a  high 
school  that  has 
lots  of  racial  ten¬ 
sions.  I’m  glad  I 
sat  in  on  the 
multi-ethnic  cau¬ 
cus  because  1  got 
many  ideas  from 
the  different 
groups.  I’d  like  to 
start  discussion 
groups  like  that  at  my  school.  Fast¬ 
ing,  too,  is  another  way  I'd  like  to  try 
to  remember  the  needs  of  others." 

The  Rev.  Esther  J.  Angel,  Bethes- 
da,  Ohio,  delegate:  “This  is  my  first 
time  as  a  delegate, 
and  I  was  sur¬ 
prised  but  pleased  ? 
with  the  time  that 
was  given  to 
the  concerns  of 
many  people.  I’m 
ministering  in  an 
Appalachian  area 
where  there’s  a  lot 
of  despair.  The  anger  generated  after 
the  riots  comes  out  of  a  similar  mood 
of  despair.  The  cultures  are  vastly 
different,  but  there’s  a  similar  sense 
of  hopelessness  about  economic  and 
social  conditions.  I’ll  talk  in  local 
churches  and  help  people  make  the 
comparison  between  their  situation 
and  what  happened  in  L.A.,  to  bring 
out  feelings  and  to  see  that  we  have 
some  things  in  common  with  the 
people  of  Los  Angeles.” 

The  Rev.  Angel  Toro,  Lake  Plac- 
id,  Fla.,  observer:  “As  the  pastor  of 
■fejpjT  .  Ha  multiracial, 
multi-language, 
_ JBmulti-ethnic  con- 
"  ^Bgregation,  I  plan 
‘M s  Bio  reinforce  the 

J^Rneed  to  under- 
—^^9 stand  each  other 
a  y  and  to  accept  each 

\  A  other  as  we  are, 

)>  *  without  prejudice. 

I  will  continue  to  be  a  prophetic 
voice  to  say  that  the  system  is  not 
fair  and  needs  to  be  corrected.” 

The  Rev.  Jose  M.  Flores,  Bula- 
can,  Philippines,  delegate:  “This  ac¬ 
tion  shows  that 
the  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  really 
endearing  and  at¬ 
tends  to  the  needs 
of  all  people.  If 
this  church  an¬ 
swers  the  needs  of 
the  people  of  Los 
Angeles — and  it 
was  not  even  on  the  agenda — then 
this  is  a  church  that  we  can  be 
proud  of.  This  church  really  cares! 
This  church  really  looks  at  the 
plight  of  the  people  of  the  world.  It 
meets  the  totality  of  an  individual.  I  ■ 
will  go  back  to  my  country  and  tell 
my  church  that  I  was  a  member  of 
the  body  who  made  this  action. 
This  will  be  a  challenge  to  my  peo¬ 
ple  to  see  the  plight  of  others — to 
look  out  for  the  poor  among  us.” 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Now  the  Lord  is  the  spirit,  and 
where  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there 
is  freedom.” 


Faithfully  yours= 


Barbara  helped  reveal  the  healing  heart  of  God 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(May  1  answer  1  Corinthinans  1:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  18 

Monday:  Psalms  1 45: 1 3b-2 1 
Tuesday:  Acts  14:8-18 
Wednesday:  Acts  14:19-28 
Thursday:  John  13:31-35 
Friday:  John  13:36-38 
Saturday:  Revelation  21:1-6 
Sunday:  Revelation  2 1 :7-27 


Abortion  was  the  topic,  and 
sparks  were  flying. 

It  was  late  afternoon,  and  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  subcommittee  was 
fielding  proposals 
to  alter  our 
church’s  stance  on 
abortion. 

A  motion  to 
amend  hit  a  nerve. 
Voices  grew  loud¬ 
er,  gestures  more 
Stephen  Swecker  animated,  facial 
expressions  more 

tense. 

At  such  moments,  a  journalist’s 
job  becomes  particularly  challenging. 
How  to  capture  such  intense  mo¬ 
ments  in  words?  For  that  matter,  can 
words  capture  “the  moment”  at  all? 


Wrestling  with  such  questions  as 
I  followed  the  debate,  I  instinctively 
lifted  my  camera  and  photographed 
an  especially  energetic  exchange  of 
views. 

Flash! 

Uh  oh.  The  chairperson  was  not 
well  pleased.  She  interrupted  the 
debate  and  sternly  informed  me 
that  photos  would  not  be  permitted 
while  sensitive  matters  were  being 
discussed. 

I  got  the  message,  but  I  didn’t  like 
it. 

Freedom  to  gather  information, 
including  taking  photographs,  is  vi¬ 
tal  to  a  free  press.  Our  church  af¬ 
firms  that  freedom.  It’s  part  of  our 
United  Methodist  tradition  in 
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which  we  rightly  take  pride. 

So,  at  the  end  of  the  meeting  a 
short  time  later,  I  approached  the 
chairperson  and  protested  her  re¬ 
buke.  It  was  a  cool  exchange.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  us  gave  ground.  We  parted 
on  something  less  than  a  note  of 
Christian  charity. 

In  any  setting  other  than  the 
church,  that  might  have  been  the  end 
of  the  story.  Life  includes  unpleasant 
moments  when  people  get  crosswise 
and  go  their  way  unreconciled. 

Often  the  easiest  thing  to  do  in 
such  situations  is  shrug  your  shoul¬ 
ders,  enjoy  your  little  sulk  and  blow 
it  off.  I  assumed  I'd  just  had  such 
an  experience,  but  I  didn’t  feel  good 
about  it. 

Faithless  me. 

When  the  meeting  reconvened 
hours  later,  the  chairperson  did  the 
unexpected.  She  opened  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  public  apology  for  her 
earlier  words  to  me.  She  hadn’t  real¬ 
ized  that  I  was  a  reporter.  She 
didn’t  intend  to  embarrass  me  pub¬ 
licly,  she  said. 

Afterwards,  I  told  her  how  much 
I  appreciated  her  graciousness.  We 
patted  hands  and  parted  friends. 

Now,  Barbara,  hear  my  own  apol¬ 
ogy  and  confession  of  sorts: 

I’m  sorry,  too,  if  my  conduct  as  a 
journalist  conveyed  to  you  or  others 
insensitivity  toward  your  work  as 
General  Conference  delegates. 


You’re  under  severe  pressure  to  do 
your  jobs.  My  colleagues  and  I  in 
the  religious  media  respect  what 
you  do. 

Amid  such  tension  and  ambigu¬ 
ity,  of  course,  God  calls  us  to  live, 
move  and  have  our  being.  That’s  a 
truth  with  which  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  are  well  acquainted, 
often  painfully  so. 


Thank  you,  Barbara,  for  remind¬ 
ing  me  of  that  truth  and  the  need 
from  time  to  time  for  reconciling 
words  that  make  the  tensions  bear¬ 
able  and  thus  reveal  the  healing 
heart  of  God. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Reporter's  Faith 
Forum  Page  Editor. 
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Delegates  call  on  entire  church 
for  riot-aftermath  compassion 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky— In  actions 
unprecedented  for  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference,  delegates 
last  week  called  for  the  entire  de¬ 
nomination  to  respond  with  com¬ 
passion  to  riot-torn  Los  Angeles. 

The  calls  came  during  a  special 
agenda  time  set  aside  for  a  presen¬ 
tation  concerning  reactions  to  the 
not-guilty  verdicts  for  four  Los  An¬ 
geles  police  officers  accused  of  beat¬ 
ing  motorist  Rodney  King. 

Leading  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  into  these  historic  actions 
was  the  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr., 
pastor  of  Holman  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Los  Angeles  and  a  vet¬ 
eran  civil  rights  worker. 

During  General  Conference’s 
first  business  session  May  5,  Dr. 
Lawson  told  some  2,000  delegates 
and  observers,  “I  hesitate  calling  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Rodney  King  verdict. 
. . .  I  call  it  a  ‘burning  bush’  event. 
God  has  brought  a  ‘kairos’  moment 
to  the  church.  It  is  not  just  an  urban 


event. 

“God  is  calling  us  and  letting  us 
know  that  there  is  holy  ground  in 
our  nation.  It  is  a  call  to  repent. 
Those  who  burn  (the  cities)  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  a  society  of  violence, 
not  simply  a  society  of  racism.” 

Dr.  Lawson  added  that  if  General 
Conference  would  find  time  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  issue  and  make  it  a  time  for 
mission  and  evangelism,  such  a  re¬ 
sponse  would  turn  The  United 
Methodist  Church  around. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  of  dele¬ 
gates,  mostly  from  the  church’s 
Western  Jurisdiction,  prepared  the 
next  day’s  three-hour  presentation 
to  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Lawson  told  the  Reporter 
that  this  was  the  first  time  in  his 
seven  terms  as  a  delegate  that  a 
General  Conference  had  changed 
the  agenda  during  the  meeting  and 
allowed  such  a  response. 

Opening  the  presentation,  the 
Rev.  Willard  Stevens  of  Phoenix, 
Ariz.,  read  a  statement  on  “the  Simi 
Valley  verdict." 


“We  publicly  confess  that  as 
United  Methodists  we  have  not 
done  all  that  we  might  have  done  to 
confront  and  transform  our  own  in¬ 
sensitivity  towards  racism,”  the 
statement  read. 

“We  have  persistently  ignored  the 
signs  and  warnings  of  the  violence  of 
endemic  racism,  classism  and  injus¬ 
tice  . . .  Our  confession  must  move  us 
to  repentance  and  action.” 

Following  the  ad  hoc  committee’s 
presentation  and  some  unprece¬ 
dented  “buzz  group”  discussions, 
delegates  endorsed  a  multi-point  re¬ 
sponse  (see  related  items  above). 

They  also  urged  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department  immediately  to  investi¬ 
gate  civil  rights  violations  in  Los 
Angeles  and  other  cities. 

“As  United  Methodists,  we  must 
recognize  that  there  is  no  peace 
without  justice  and  that  justice 
must  be  lived  out  in  every  life,  ev¬ 
ery  home  and  every  institution  of 
our  society,”  the  delegates  declared. 

The  church’s  once-every-four- 
years  top  legislative  body  comprises 


James  Lawson 
. . .  'burning  bush'  event 


998  elected  delegates  from  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  Eu¬ 
rope,  Africa  and  the  Philippines. 
General  Conference  is  the  only 
body  which  can  speak  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


Church’s  response  has  5  parts 

Delegates  to  the  1992  General  Conference  last  week  voted  these 
United  Methodist  responses  to  Issues  of  justice  and  peace  raised  by 
the  verdict  In  the  Rodney  King  trial: 

*  Instructed  that  a  pastoral  letter  be  Issued  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  some  41,000  congregations  throughout  the  world.  The  letter 
will  ask  each  church  to  set  aside  time  for  prayer  and  fasting  during 
Pentecost  weekend,  June  6-7. 

*  Requested  that  a  denominational  offering  be  received  on  Pente¬ 
cost  Sunday,  June  7.  Half  of  the  proceeds  from  each  local  church  will 
fund  ministries  In  that  church's  annual  (regional)  conference:  the 
other  half  will  go  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  for  Los  Angeles  via  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  Advance  No.  901375-2. 

Churches  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  are  serving  as  distribution  cen¬ 
ters  for  clothing,  food  and  baby  items.  Those  churches  Include  Faith 
UMC,  Hamilton  UMC,  and  Korean  Central  UMC — in  the  heart  of  riot- 
torn  Los  Angeles. 

A  $50,000  UMCOR  grant  has  enabled  California  United  Methodist 
churches  like  Holman,  Wesley,  and  Compton  Enterprise  to  enhance 
congregational  community  ministries. 

*  Requested  creation  of  a  "Shalom  Zone”  In  Los  Angeles — a  stra¬ 
tegically  located  city  block  or  Its  equivalent — to  be  rebuilt  with  nec¬ 
essary  buildings,  businesses,  social  service  agencies  to  give  the 
neighborhood  new  life  and  use  this  model  for  communities  elsewhere. 

*  Called  General  Conference  delegates  and  observers  to  a  day  of 
“fasting  and  prayer"  from  dinner  time  May  7  through  noon  May  8. 

*  Designated  a  committee  to  draft  “a  message  to  the  nation  from 
the  General  Conference”  to  be  sent  to  President  Bush,  all  members 
of  Congress  and  all  mayors  of  large  cities.  The  message  is  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  General  Conference  before  the  end  of  the  legislative  ses¬ 
sion  May  15. 


Speakers  depict  church 
as  haven  in  eye  of  storm 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — For  every 
news  report  you  watched  of  the  re¬ 
cent  violence  in  Los  Angeles,  do 
you  remember  seeing  the  same 
number  of  news  reports  of  people 
displaying  the  love  of  Christ? 

That  was  the  question  posed  by 
the  Rev.  Bernard  Keels,  pastor  of 
A.P.  Shaw  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  last 
week  to  delegates  to  the  1992  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Conference. 

Via  a  rainbow  of  speakers  sym¬ 
bolizing  the  church's  ethnic  diversi¬ 
ty,  conference  delegates  highlighted 
how  the  church  has  become  a  shel-' 
ter  in  the  eye  of  the  storm. 

A  particularly  vivid  description 
came  from  the  Rev.  Brandon  I. 
Cho,  Korean  American  pastor  in 
Los  Angeles. 

He  said  the  city  had  turned  into  a 
war  zone,  with  many  Koreans  los¬ 
ing  all  they  owned  during  the  battle. 

And,  just  like  Rodney  King,  said 
Mr.  Cho,  Los  Angeles  Koreans  say 


they  have  been  “beaten  and  violat¬ 
ed  mercilessly.” 

“These  people  felt  they  were  be¬ 
ing  violated.  No  race  should  go 
through  this  terrible  hell  any  more,” 
said  Mr.  Cho,  pastor  of  North  Long 
Beach  United  Methodist  Church. 
“Enough  is  enough! 

"I  invite  you,  my  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ,  to  identify  with  my  fel¬ 
low  Korean-Americans’  hurt  and 
brokenness  today.  We  want  to  be 
wounded  healers  ...  We  want  to  be  a 
nation  of  peace  and  reconciliation.’’ 

An  additional  plea  against  racism 
came  from  Boris  K.  Trajkovski,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  and  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Yugoslavia  provision¬ 
al  conference. 

“Do  you  want  to  repeat  your  his¬ 
tory  from  your  past  ...  to  return 
yourself  to  a  very  well-known  Civil 
War?”  Mr.  Trajkovski  asked. 

“Through  negotiation,  invite  the 
people  to  sit  down  at  the  same  time 
and  find  the  same  solution,”  he 
urged. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Worship  resounds  with  unity  calls 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

"All  that  hath  life  and  breath 
’  ’Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

"Shout  to  the  Lord.  ‘Hallelujah!’  " 

LOUISVILLE,  KY.— Some 
2,000  United  Methodists  were 
called  to  worship  May  5  with  trum¬ 
pet  and  song  and  a  125-voice  choir 
from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Dallas. 

All  were  part  of  the  opening  cele¬ 
bration  of  holy  communion  at  the 
1 992  General  Conference. 

The  opening  began  a  pattern  of 
twice-daily  worship  services  that 
continued  throughout  the  11 -day 
conclave. 

Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho 
(West  Angola  Area),  who  delivered 
the  opening  homily,  called  for  unity 
among  the  diverse  9.9  million 
members  of  the  denomination. 

Bishop  de  Carvalho,  immediate 
past  president  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  said  the  church  is  troubled  with 
“signs  of  brokenness,  tiredness,  wea¬ 
riness  and  fatigue”  marked  by  cultur¬ 
al  and  theological  clashes. 

A  new  holiness  movement  has  split 
United  Methodists  into  evangelicals 
versus  liberals,  he  continued. 

Given  such  highly  charged  issues 
as  homosexuality  and  abortion,  the 
bishop  asked,  “How  can  this  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  still  be  a  mode  of  uni¬ 
fying  the  church  in  this  last  decade 
of  the  20th  century?” 

Unity  can  be  established  only  on 
the  foundation  already  laid,  he  said. 

“Jesus  Christ  is  the  foundation 
for  the  fundamental  unity  of  the 
church,”  he  said.  “We  must  build 
on  Him.” 

Another  bishop  from  the  church’s 
Central  Conferences — regional 
units  outside  the  U.S. — Bishop 
Ruediger  R.  Minor  (Dresden,  Ger¬ 
many  Area),  picked  up  on  Bishop 
de  Carvalho’s  theme  in  his  sermon 


later  in  the  first  week. 

He  cautioned  supporters  of  an 
unofficial  document  widely  circu¬ 
lated  across  the  church  this  spring 
that  there  is  a  place  for  all  at  the  ta¬ 
ble  of  Christ. 

“Friends,  let  us  not  in  pious  zeal 
diminish  the  full  humanity  of  Jesus; 
it  would  diminish  our  salvation,” 
Bishop  Minor  said.  “This  is  a  ques¬ 
tion  I  would  candidly  ask  my  theo¬ 
logical  friends  who  have  drafted  the 
‘Memphis  Declaration.’ 

“Fully  God  and  fully  human — 
this  is  not  an  academic  question. 


Our  salvation  depends  on  it.  There 
is  no  deeper  place  of  this  humanity 
than  in  Jesus’  own  suffering  and 
death.  This  is  the  solidarity  with  the 
lonely  and  the  outcast  and  the  dying 
when  He  cries  out,  ‘My  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me?’  and  dies.” 

Bishop  Minor  cautioned  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  against  acting  like 
“ushers  in  the  kingdom  of  God  who 
try  to  decide  if  and  where  to  seat 
people. 

“This  is  a  warning  against  a  false 
pretense  and  a  deep  error  as  if  we 
had  a  merited  right  to  be  at  the  ta¬ 


ble.  It  is  not  our  right  and  worthi¬ 
ness  but  only  Jesus'  grace  and 
acceptance.” 

In  addition  to  worship  services  be¬ 
fore  each  morning’s  business  sessions 
in  the  Louisville  Convention  Center, 
afternoon  worship  services  for  visi¬ 
tors  were  held  daily  at  nearby  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  while 
General  Conference  delegates  were 
in  legislative  meetings. 

Bishops  and  General  Conference 
delegates  were  among  guest  preach¬ 
ers  at  Louisville-area  churches’  May 
10  worship  services. 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Fervent  singing  of  "Kum  Ba  Yah”  marked  one  session  for  the  998  delegates  and  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  visitors  at  the  1992  General  Conference.  Worship  opened  each  day's  proceedings. 


Dancers  help  open  conference 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — The  Kesheth  Dancers  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  dance  in  front  of  their  own  larger- 
than-life  screen  images  as  they  help  open  the  1992  General 
Conference.  Some  2,000  delegates  and  visitors  attended. 
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Test  'vote'  picks  Kermit 
as  conference's  ' mascot ' 


By  DANA  |ONES 

Kermit  the  Frog  edged  out  Min¬ 
nie  Mouse  for  General  Conference 
“mascot”  in  an  opening-day  test 
run  of  the  conference’s  electronic 
voting  system. 

For  the  second  consecutive  General 
Conference,  delegates  voted  by  push¬ 
ing  buttons  rather  than  raising  hands 
or  standing.  The  computerized  system 
provides  quick  vote  tallies  complete 
with  percentages  and  graphs  on  a 
large  screen  at  center  stage. 

The  Rev.  DeWayne  S.  Woodring, 
General  Conference  executive  direc¬ 
tor  and  business  manager,  had  dele¬ 
gates  try  out  the  voting  system  with 
the  “vote”  on  a  fictious  “mascot.” 

The  system  is  part  of  increasing 
automation  of  the  conference. 

Other  aspects  include  large- 
screen  projection  of  conference  ac¬ 
tion,  computerized  record  keeping 
in  legislative  sections,  simultaneous 
translation  into  a  half  dozen  lan¬ 
guages,  and  videotaping  of  action. 

The  value  of  computerized  voting 
was  seen  early  when  the  difference 


between  “yes”  and  “no”  votes  was 
only  .1  percent.  The  vote  was  tallied 
in  seconds. 

Under  old  procedures,  either  a 
voice  vote  or  show  of  hands  likely 
would  have  been  too  close  to  call. 
That  would  have  meant  a  standing 
vote  count  taking  15  minutes  or 
more. 

•United  Methodists  were  the  First 
Protestant  denomination  to  use  an 
electronic  voting  system,  Mr. 
Woodring  said. 

Ecumenical  leaders  attending  the 
1988  General  Conference  were  so 
impressed  with  the  time  saving  and 
ease  of  use,  they  introduced  it  to 
their  churches,  he  said. 

Among  denominations  following 
the  United  Methodist  lead  have  been 
the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.,  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  and  the  Church  of  the 
Nazarene,  Mr.  Woodring  said. 

Ms.  Jones  is  editor  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 


First  major  actions  cite 
Hispanics,  4-year  theme 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

In  its  first  action  with  major  fi¬ 
nancial  implications,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  May 
9  adopted  a  “serious  evangelistic 
plan”  to  reach  Hispanics. 

Delegates  in  their  final  first-week 
session  also  continued  “Celebrate 
and  Witness”  as  the  denomination¬ 
al  theme  for  another  four  years  and 
added  three  major  program  compo¬ 
nents  to  it. 

Financial  aspects  of  both  actions 
are  subject  to  revision  before  the 
conference  ends  May  15. 

With  these  actions,  the  General 
Conference  ended  its  first  week. 
The  nearly  1,000  delegates  spent 
that  time  mainly  in  12  legislative 
committees  rather  than  in  policy¬ 
making  plenary  sessions. 

The  Hispanic  Ministries  plan’s 
four-year  cost  is  $3. 1  million. 

The  plan  to  reach  the  nation’s 
fastest-growing  population  group 
includes  these  goals: 

■  Train  and  assign  2,000  lay  mis- 
sioners  to  work  with  Hispanic 
churches  and  communities; 

■  Establish  3,000  projects  to  ad¬ 
dress  needs  identified  by  Hispanic 
churches  and  communities; 

■  Organize  100  congregations 
and  revamp  1 00  existing  ones; 

■  Organize  1,000  “faith  commu¬ 
nities”  such  as  class-meeting  or  Bi- 
ble-study  groups. 

The  proposal  to  continue  the  de¬ 
nominational  theme  of  “Celebrate 
and  Witness;  Celebrate  God’s 
Grace — Witness  for  Jesus  Christ” 


came  from  the  church’s  main  coor¬ 
dinating  agency,  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

The  church’s  Book  of  Discipline 
defines  “theme”  as  “a  theological 
focus,  missional  emphasis,  prophet¬ 
ic  statement  or  program  catalyst  for 
ministry. . . .” 

Special  programs  under  this 
theme  for  the  next  four  years  are: 

■  Campus  Ministry:  Goals  in¬ 
clude  linking  campus  ministries 
with  local  churches,  recruiting 
women  and  people  of  color  as  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  and  expanding  inter¬ 
national  dimensions  of  United 
Methodist  campus  ministry  proj¬ 
ects.  Proposed  four-year  budget: 
$958,600. 

■  Peace  with  Justice:  Goals  in¬ 
clude  certifying  “peace  with  jus¬ 
tice”  coordinators  in  each  annual 
conference;  establishing  100  “cove¬ 
nant  congregations”  that  emphasize 
peace  and  justice  ministries’  re¬ 
cruiting  5,000  people  into  a  “peace 
with  justice  network."  Funding  will 
come  mainly  through  a  Peace  with 
Justice  Special  Sunday  Offering. 

■  Substance  Abuse  and  Related 
Violence:  Goals  include  develop¬ 
ment  of  six  community  demonstra¬ 
tion  programs  where  churches, 
social  service  agencies,  schools  and 
health-care  agencies  would  work  to¬ 
gether  to  support  people  affected  by 
drug  abuse  and  violence  and  offer 
alternative  training  and  job  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  youths.  Proposed  four- 
year  budget:  $2  million  from  funds 
apportioned  to  local  churches,  plus 
additional  “second-mile”  monies 
from  the  Advance. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

SCHOOL  OPENS:  Bishop  Yemba  Ke- 
kumba  (West  Zaire),  dean  ofUnited  Methodist- 
related  Africa  University’s  theology  faculty, 
told  General  Conference  delegates  last  week 
that  the  new  college  of  theology  has  14  students 
from  Angola,  Burundi,  Mozambique  and  Zim¬ 
babwe.  The  college  of  agriculture  and  natural 
resources  has  26.  The  dean  thanked  the  denom¬ 
ination  for  its  commitment  to  the  university 
and  to  education  for  African  youths. 

CHAIRS  PRESENTED:  The  World  Meth- 
odist  Council  presented  replicas  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley's  three-legged  chair  May  8  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
for  contributions  to  the  world  Wesleyan  move¬ 
ment.  Recipients  were  Donald  D.  Hankey,  an 
Atlanta  physician;  the  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire, 
president,  Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio,  and  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Memphis. 

LATE  EDITOR  HONORED:  The  late 

Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  was  inducted  into  the 
United  Methodist  Communicators  Hall  of 
Fame  May  8  by  the  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators.  On  hand  to  receive  the 
tribute  to  the  Reporter’s  longtime  editor  and 
chief  executive  officer  who  died  last  November 
at  age  48  was  his  widow,  Dottie  Cox  Dunnam  of 
Dallas.  Earlier  that  day  Dr.  Dunnam  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  a  resolution  presented  to  the  General 
Conference  by  the  bishops  of  the  church’s  re¬ 
gional  annual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico.  Those  conferences  make  up  the  news¬ 
paper’s  legal  ownership  body. 

“MEMPHIS"  RESPONSE:  Supporters 
of  the  “Memphis  Declaration”  displayed  letters 
containing  more  than  171,000  signatures  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  document  last  week  at  the  General 
Conference  during  a  news  conference  in  the 
Louisville  Convention  Center  lobby.  Response 
campaign  coordinator  June  Goldman  of  Spirit 
Lake,  Iowa,  said  the  letters  represented  about  2 
percent  of  United  Methodists  showing  support 
for  such  things  as  traditional  language  for  God, 
condemnation  of  homosexual  practice  and 
evangelical  understandings  of  baptism.  The 
Memphis  Declaration,  named  for  its  city  of  ori¬ 
gin,  was  issued  earlier  this  year  by  some  80  pas¬ 
tors  and  laypersons. 

PUBLICATIONS  WIN:  Four  United 
Methodist  publications  were  among  winners  in 
annual  competition  announced  recently  by  the 
international  (U.S.  and  Canada)  Associated 
Church  Press.  “Circuit  Rider”  magazine,  pub¬ 
lished  for  United  Methodist  clergy,  won  a  top 
award  of  merit  for  theological  reflection.  “New 
World  Outlook,”  published  by  the  General 
Board  of  Missions,  won  a  similar  award  of  mer¬ 
it  for  photography.  Publications  receiving  hon¬ 
orable  mention  were  the  “Hoosier  United 
Methodist,”  monthly  newspaper  serving  the 
church's  Indiana  episcopal  area,  winning  in  the 
overall  general  excellence  category;  “United 
Methodist  Connection”  newspaper  for  the  Bal¬ 
timore  Annual  Conference  which  won  four  hon¬ 
orable  mentions — one  each  for  an  editorial, 
news  story,  in-depth  coverage  and  theological 
reflection — and  “New  World  Outlook”  for 
magazine  graphics. 


What  does  General  Conference  look  like ? 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Energy,  in¬ 
tensity,  weariness,  anxiety  . . . 
all  help  describe  General  Con¬ 
ference.  At  upper  left,  delegates 
raise  orange  cards  in  an  effort 
to  catch  the  presiding  bishop's 
eye.  Upper  right.  Central  Texas 
conference  delegates  vote  via 
electronic  keypads.  Center,  The 
Rev.  Kasongo  Munza  from 
Zaire  participates  in  delegates' 
first-ever  discussion  groups. 
Lower  left,  a  legislative  sub¬ 
committee  meets  in  the  round. 
Lower  right,  a  family  partici¬ 
pates  in  a  daily  worship  service 
preceding  business  sessions. 
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By  UMR  Staff  and  correspondents 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — The  following  actions  were 
proposed  last  week  by  the  1 2  legislative  committees  of 
the  1 992  General  Conference. 

No  proposal  becomes  a  policy  of  the  church  until  it 
is  acted  upon  by  the  full  General  Conference.  Final  ac¬ 
tions  will  be  reported  in  subsequent  issues  of  the 
Reporter. 

ABORTION-RELATED  ISSUES:  Amend  Social 
Principles  paragraph  71(g)  by  adding  a  sentence  calling 
for  the  church  to  provide  “nurturing  ministries”  to 
women  who  have  abortions  and  to  women  who  bear 
children;  discontinue  all  church  support,  monetary 
and  “in  kind,”  for  the  Religious  Coalition  for  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights;  reapprove  the  existing  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions  statement,  first  adopted  in  1976,  on  “responsible 
parenthood.” 

AFRICA  UNIVERSITY:  Approve  the  resolution  for 
continuing  support  ofUnited  Methodist-related  Africa 
University. 

BAPTISM:  Send  the  four-year  baptism  study  report 
and  a  related  list  of  theological  “questions  and  con¬ 
cerns”  to  congregations  for  discussion. 

BOOK  OF  WORSHIP:  Approve  a  four-year  study 
group  proposal  with  these  major  amendments:  add 
two  prayers  and  a  ritual  for  “consecration  of  a  parson¬ 
age”  and  delete  “A  Native  American  Service  of 
Thanksgiving,’’  a  controversial  adaptation  of  the 
“Green  Com  Ceremony”  practiced  by  many  Native 
American  tribes;  add  a  guideline  for  congregations 
wishing  to  share  Native  American  services  with  Native 
Americans  in  their  areas. 

BUDGET  CAP:  Place  a  “cap”  on  the  denomina¬ 
tional  budget  for  the  next  four  years.  The  newly  pro¬ 
posed  figure  is  about  $448  million.  The  original  bud¬ 
get  requested  $495  million  for  1993-96. 

DRUG  AND  ALCOHOL  ABUSE:  Reject  a  propos¬ 
al  for  an  independent  commission  on  ministries  relat¬ 
ed  to  drug  and  alcohol  abuse. 


GENETIC  SCIENCE:  Approve  with  minor  amend¬ 
ments  the  report  of  the  Genetic  Science  Task  Force. 
Among  recommendations  are  calls  for  “legal  and  ethi¬ 
cal  oversight”  of  genetics  research  and  for  the  church 
to  develop  “resources  to  educate  on  genetics  issues.” 

GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  RELOCATION:  Move  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  from  New  York 
City.  A  minority  report  opposing  the  move  is  expected. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  PLAN:  Approve  a  pro¬ 
posed  denominationwide  health  insurance  plan 
dubbed  “UMCare”  with  details  to  be  worked  out  as 
the  plan  is  developed. 

HOMOSEXUALITY:  Amend  a  four-year  homosex¬ 
uality  study  report  to  add  an  annotated  bibliography  and 
recommend  that  it  be  studied  by  local  congregations.  Re¬ 
tain  the  church’s  current  stance  which  calls  homosexual, 
practice  “incompatible  with  Christian  teaching.” 

HIGHER  EDUCATION:  Mandate  that  10  percent 
of  scholarship  funds  go  to  United  Methodist  students 
attending  non-United  Methodist-related  schools. 

INDEPENDENT  COMMISSIONS:  Affirm  continu¬ 
ation  of  general  commissions  on  Religion  and  Race 
and  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRIES:  Approve  a 
Native  American  ministry  plan  but  reject  “sovereign 
nation”  status  for  Indian  tribal  groups.  The  latter 
would  move  Native  American  ministries  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  to  the  World  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE:  Retain  the  pastor 
as  chair  of  local  church  nominations  committee.  A  mi¬ 
nority  report  would  give  the  nominations  committee 
the  option  to  elect  a  chair  other  than  the  pastor. 

ORDAINED  AND  DIACONAL  MINISTRY:  Cre¬ 
ate  a  non-itinerating  clergy  order  of  deacon  to  replace 
the  consecrated  lay  deacon  order  proposed  by  a  four- 
year  ministry  study  group  and  establish  a  single-step 
ordination  to  elder. 

PASTOR-PARISH  RELATIONS:  Stipulate  that 
only  one  family  member  residing  in  the  same  house¬ 
hold  may  serve  on  the  pastor  (staff)  parish  relations 
committee;  concur  that  the  pastor  shall  be  present  at 
all  meetings  of  that  committee  except  when  the  pastor 
voluntarily  decides  not  to  attend. 

PUERTO  RICO:  Approve  request  of  the  Puerto 
Rico  Annual  Conference  to  become  the  affiliated  au¬ 
tonomous  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico. 


CLASSIFIED 


FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Chil¬ 
dren's  Ministry.  Suburban  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Large,  growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC, 
400  North  35th  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021. 
(305)989-8304.  ! 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  WANTED  for  fastest  grow¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  church  in  Denver.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  cover  letter  by  May  25,  1992  to:  Search 
Committee,  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  8817  S.  Broadway, 
Highlands  Ranch.  CO  80126. 

RUSSIA  SI 895  FOR  TWO  WEEKS  —  Russian 
Summer  Study  Program  offered  by  St.  Petersburg 
Seminary  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  with  St. 
Xenia  Hospital  Foundation  (USA)  in  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Russia  June  16-30,  June  30-July  14,  July 
14-28  and  July  28-August  11.  Price  includes 
transportation  from  New  York,  student  rooms 
(30  participants),  meals,  study  program,  church 
visits,  sightseeing,  entertainment.  Moscow  trip 
available.  For  information:  (908)  219-9567  or 
write:  Rev.  James  C.  McReynolds.  St.  Xenia  Hos¬ 
pital  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  8941,  Red  Bank.  NJ 
07701. 

TRAVEL  FREE:  EARN  FREE  TRIPS  and  hono¬ 
rariums  by  taking  groups  of  5  or  more  to  the  Ho- 
lyland  or  other  foreign  locales.  World  Express, 
2711  Market  Garden,  Austin.  TX  78745,  (512) 
442-3879. 

ENJOY  ’BEST  OF  EUROPE’  with  church  group 
leaving  from  Tampa.  Florida,  July  22-August  4. 
First  class  tour.  Reasonable  price.  Call  Floy  Ekin, 
(813)  791-8456. 

JOURNEYS  IN  WHOLENESS/HOLINESS. 
EEWC  conference  in  San  Francisco  July  16-19. 
Experience  biblical  equality  —  a  time  to  heal  and 
be  challenged.  Evangelical  &  Ecumenical  Worn- 
en’s  Caucus.  Box  209,  Hadley.  NY  1 2835. 

FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Re¬ 
producible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimburse¬ 
ments,  contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volun¬ 
teers  to  boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to: 
Free  Forms,  Volunteer  Impact  Press,  929-A  S. 
Crockett,  Sherman.  TX  75090-7927. 

BAR  HARBOR.  MAINE:  One  bedroom  guest- 
quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished.  Washer/ 
dryer.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  private  with 
own  entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  village  near 
Acadia  National  Park.  No  smokers.  Weekly  July, 
August.  Evenings  (207)  288-3057. 

NEED  A  NEW  CHURCH  BUS?  ’83  Ford  20  pas¬ 
senger  Airporter  bus,  near  new  condition,  34,000 
original  miles,  AC,  PS,  PB,  auto,  alarm,  460  gas 
mtr.  excellent  in  everyway  SI 9,500.00.  (817)  738- 
0330. 

NOW  HIRING  SALES  REPRESENTATIVES. 
National  party  plan  company.  Choice  of  product 
lines.  Free  training  and  support  with  sales  team 
dedicated  to  your  SucceSS.  1-800-468-5908. 

FUNDRAISERS  —  5  EXCELLENT  Pro¬ 
grams,  including  gifts  of  faith  and  our  all  new 
environmental  fundraiser,  perfect  for 
churches,  Sunday  schools.  40  to  50%  profit  — 
plus  10%  bonus  profit  now  through  July.  Free 
literature.  1-800-468-5908. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST  for  2,000-mcmber  con¬ 
gregation  with  strong  history  of  active  music  min¬ 
istry.  Three  manual  38  rank  Wicks  organ,  French 
double  harpsichord,  access  to  nearby  49-bell  caril¬ 
lon.  Salary  plus  medical  and  pension  plan.  Con¬ 
tact:  Organist  Search  Committee.  411  Turner 
Street,  Clearwater,  FL  346 1 6.  (8 1 3)  446-5956. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvillc, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


THE  METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 
in  Ohio  invites  applications  and  nominations  for 
the  position  of  Registrar/Assistant  to  the  Dean. 
Responsibilities  will  include  managing  student 
academic  records,  preparing  statistical  reports, 
and  scheduling  courses.  Working  with  the  Dean 
and  the  faculty,  this  person  may  also  assume  pro¬ 
gram  responsibilities.  College  degree  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  academic  procedures  required.  Seminary 
education  preferred.  Review  of  applications  be¬ 
gins  May  25.  1992,  and  continues  until  position 
is  filled.  Applications  and  nominations  should  be 
directed  to:  Frederick  Tiffany,  Dean,  Methodist 
Theological  School,  P.O.  Box  1204,  Delaware. 
OH  43015-0931.  Applications  from  women  and 
minorities  especially  encouraged.  AA/EOE. 


POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FULL-TIME  MUSIC 
Director  for  2700-member  church.  Job  includes 
directing  adult,  youth,  and  children's  choirs  and 
handbell  choirs.  Position  also  open  for  full-time 
organist.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Send  resume  to:  John  StoiofT, 
Chair  —  Music  Search  Committee,  302  Partridge 
Circle,  Summerville,  SC  29485. 


CAMPUS  MINISTER  —  full-time,  existing 
Methodist  campus  ministry.  Stetson  University, 
DeLand,  Florida.  Inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Jim 
McWhinnie,  510  E.  Oakwood  Ave.,  Orange  City, 
FL  32763.  Deadline:  June  30.  


YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth 
for  1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke,  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh 
Lane.  Dallas.  TX  75229. 


ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Conference  seeking  Associate  Council  Direc¬ 
tor  with  special  skills  in  children’s  ministries  and 
local  church  family  ministries.  Send  resume  and 
400  word  philosophy  of  children’s  ministries  to: 
David  Severe,  2420  N.  Blackwclder,  Oklahoma 
City,  OK  73 106,  before  June  15. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Na¬ 
ples,  Florida,  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Church 
Program  and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  combined  posi¬ 
tion.  Ordained,  diaconal,  or  lay  person  with  expe¬ 
rience.  Apply  to:  Dr.  Richard  Bingham,  Senior 
Minister,  388  First  Avenue  South.  Naples,  FL 
33940.  Salary  consistent  with  experience. 


FOR  JUST  S25  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Re¬ 
sort  for  groups  of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  S9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout,  dessert  and 
breakfast  all  included!  Call:  (501)  253-8418 
today! 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH,  YOUNG  Adult,  and 
Singles  Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  church  of  2,200  members.  Salary  and  benefits 
commensurate  with  education  and  experience. 
Send  resume  and/or  request  for  job  description 
by  June  1  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669, 
Attn:  Bob  Henderson. 


DIRECTOR.  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  for  currently  strong 
UMYF  and  K-12  education  programs.  Racially 
integrated  church  of  1100  in  NE  Denver.  Start 
NLT  July  6.  Salary/bcnefits  negotiable.  Call  for 
application  instructions.  Closes  May  26.  Park 
Hill  UMC,  5209  Montview,  Denver.  CO  80207. 
(303)  322-1867. 


THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  SEEKS  fund  raiser 
for  new  position  of  Director  of  Development. 
The  Director  will  share  in  responsibility  for 
achievement  of  development  goals  through  im¬ 
plementation  of  programs  such  as  community, 
Alumni/AE,  and  corporate  solicitation  and  other 
aspects  of  annual  fund  and  special  campaigns. 
Candidates  should  have  experiences  or  training 
resulting  in  understanding  of  non-profit,  higher 
education,  and  church  organizations  and  their 
missions.  Review  of  candidates  begins  June  1. 
Apply  to:  President,  Methodist  Theological 
School  In  Ohio,  P.O.  Box  1204,  Delaware,  OH 
43015-0931,  AA/EO. 


CAMPUS  MINISTER  needed  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Campus  Ministry  at  culturally  diverse  Mi¬ 
ami  university.  Lay  or  clergy,  motivated,  commu¬ 
nicator.  work  with  volunteers/active  student 
ministry.  Women  and  ethnics  urged  apply.  Send 
resume,  three  reference  letters  to:  Director,  Miami 
District  Campus  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  8225,  UM, 
Coral  Gables.  FL  33124.  Deadline:  June  1.  1992. 


NORTH  DALLAS  UM  CHURCH  seeks  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Children's  and  Youth  Ministry. 
M.R.E.  preferred.  Progressive  congregation.  Sala¬ 
ry  in  S22.000  range  plus  benefits.  Hiring  in  June. 
Resumes  to:  Northaven  UMC,  11211  Preston 
Rd..  Dallas.  TX  75230. 


FOR  SALE:  1991  GMC  12  passenger  van,  6,500 
miles,  fully  loaded  with  front  and  rear  air,  power 
windows,  power  locks.  AM/FM  cassette,  350  V8 
and  automatic  overdrive  transmission.  Deluxe 
interior  and  dark  glass  windows.  Sold  new  for 
over  S22.000,  now  only  S 1 5,975.  Call  Kevin  Gro¬ 
ver.  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC,  Wagoner,  OK, 
(918)  485-2188, 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Sandy  Springs  UMC 
seeks  a  Director  of  Music.  Please  forward  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  before  May  31  to  the  name 
and  address  below:  a  resume,  three  references,  a 
personal  statement  of  faith,  a  list  of  works  con¬ 
ducted  (copies  of  programs,  sound  or  video  re¬ 
cordings  would  be  helpful),  and  a  statement  of 
your  approach  to  music  ministry  in  a  2000-mcm- 
ber  regional  church.  Reply  to:  G.  William  Thack- 
ston,  Jr.,  Music  Search  Committee,  120  Allen 
Road.  Atlanta,  GA  30328. 


FULL-TIME  STAFF  PERSON  with  primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  youth  ministries  in  1000-member 
church.  Full  job  description  and  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1001  W.  7th,  Plain- 
view.  TX  79072. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  (ORDAINED  Minis¬ 
ter) —  Position  opening  with  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  725  W.  Ninth  Ave.,  Anchor¬ 
age.  Alaska  99501 .  Responsible  to  senior  pastor 
for  Jr.  and  Sr.  high  youth  ministry  and  resourc¬ 
ing  requirements  of  several  committees.  Must 
possess  strong  interpersonal  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills.  Energetic  ability  to  provide  leader¬ 
ship  to  young  adults  and  junior  fellowship  pro¬ 
grams.  Expected  to  assist  with  Sunday  service 
and  responsible  for  leading  the  service  in  ab¬ 
sence  of  senior  pastor;  preaching  as  required  to 
congregation  of  300-500.  Submit  resume  and 
references  with  compensation  requirements  to: 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee  at  the 
above  address  by  June  15,  1992. 


AUBURN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
accepting  application  for  a  Director  of  Educa¬ 
tional  Ministries.  Experience  is  essential.  Excel¬ 
lent  resources  are  available  through  Auburn  Uni¬ 
versity.  Average  worship  attendance  is  over 
1,000.  Need  person  to  develop  programs  in  min¬ 
istries  in  various  educational  age  levels.  Please 
send  resume  to:  Auburn  United  Methodist 
Church,  Attn.  C.  Owen,  P.O.  Box  3135,  Auburn, 
AL  36831-3135. 


wro  ai 

\  i  S  2  3  A 


UNITED 
I  METHODIST 
ICHURCH 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bag  bey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


38  NUMBER  52 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Crace -Witness 


tot*5* 


MAY  22,  1992 


Ekaterinburg 

Revisited 


(This  week's  column  is  written  by  Marilyn  Oden,  a  professional  writer 
and  wife  of  Bishop  Oden.  Her  articles  have  appeared  in  magazines  and 
journals  such  as  Christian  Century  and  Christian  Ministry.  She  also 
has  written  three  books.) 

I  stood  before  the  Ekaterinburg  church  during  Eastertide  to  bring 
greetings  from  the  bishop  and  all  Louisiana  United  Methodists.  In 
September,  I  had  been  present  for  the  baptism  of  195  of  them,  and  to¬ 
night  I  would  share  in  their  first  celebration  of  holy  communion.  I 
looked  into  faces  marked  by  the  burdens  of  surviving  the  hard  winter  in 
these  difficult  times. 

It  had  been  a  day  of  faces  that  still  stand  out  to  me: 

■  The  faces  of  students  at  the  university  in  Ekaterinburg  (the  Urals  In¬ 
stitute)  where  I  was  the  first  American  to  speak  to  their  classes  — 
faces  as  yet  unmarked,  somewhat  somber,  but  eager  and  filled  with 
hope  for  a  new  future. 

■  The  face  of  my  thin  friend  Violet,  as  we  sat  on  a  park  bench  beside 
the  polluted  river.  She  made  it  quite  clear  that  she  needs  nothing  for 
herself.  But  when  she  talked  to  me  of  her  grandson,  she  suddenly 
turned  away  unable  to  speak.  I  felt  the  bench  shake  with  her  silent 
sobs. 

■  The  beautiful  face  of  my  16-year-old  friend  Marina,  serious  beyond 
her  years,  who  spoke  to  me  of  her  concerns  about  the  environment  and 
about  the  leak  the  previous  week  at  the  nearby  atomic  power  station  in 
Beloyarskaya.  She  also  talked  about  her  worry  over  her  upcoming, 
highly  competitive  exams  to  get  into  the  university.  She  expressed  a 
need  for  youth  meetings  where  concerns  could  be  discussed  and  com¬ 
mon  values  shared. 

■  The  face  of  my  friend  Alexey,  a  physicist,  who  bowed  and  kissed  my 
hand,  transporting  me  momentarily  to  a  genteel  scene  from  Dr.  Zhi¬ 
vago.  But  just  momentarily,  for  the  pain  in  his  dark  eyes  reminded  me 
that  he  is  one  of  only  four  of  the  scientists  still  living  who  were  sent  to 
Chernobyl  after  the  nuclear  disaster.  He  is  terminally  ill  with  leuke¬ 
mia. 

■  The  face  of  my  small  friend  Sergei,  who  walked  down  the  hall  with 
me  to  worship,  my  arm  around  him.  He  looked  up  at  me  and  smiled,  his' 
bright  eyes  alert  in  his  silent  world,  deaf  through  improper  medical 
treatment  in  infancy. 

Today  I  see  these  faces  again  —  filled  with  care  and  courage.  We 
cannot  solve  their  complex  problems  but  we  can  stand  with  them  in  re¬ 
spect  and  appreciation  while  they  try  to  solve  them.  And  we  can  offer 
gestures  of  love  and  holy  moments  of  presence. 

Our  food  lift  has  given  them  a  reprieve,  a  cup  of  tea,  a  square  of 
“sweet.”  I  am  very  proud  and  grateful  to  be  a  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  to  know  that  our  Ekaterinburg  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
faith  can  count  on  us! 


Marilyn  Oden 


Around  The  Conference 


Adrianne  Haddox  Rhonda  M.  Payne 


At  Annual  Conference,  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  will  an¬ 
nounce  the  recipients  of  merit 
scholarships  to  UM  students  given 
as  part  of  the  UM  Student  Fund. 
Currently  the  merit  scholars  are 
Adrianne  Haddox,  a  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  student,  and  member  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  and  Rhonda  Payne, 
who  attends  Dillard  University  and 
is  a  member  of  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  Slidell. 

*  *  * 


Orleans,  on  Sunday,  May  24,  at  1 1 
a.m.  Former  pastor  of  the  13,000 
member  First  UMC,  Houston,  for 
23  years,  Allen  has  written  46  books 
which  have  sold  over  8  million 
copies.  In  1981,  Religious  Heritage 
of  America  elected  him  “Minister 
of  the  Year  in  America.”  The  Rev. 
Kenneth  R.  Jones  is  host  pastor. 

... 

Dr.  Henry  Blount  Jr,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  who  is  retir¬ 
ing  at  the  Conference,  will  preach 
during  the  service.  The  Rev.  Mary 
Sloan  Baugh,  pastor  of  Genesis 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Joe  Dionisi, 
layman  at  St.  Andrew's  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  liturgists. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
plans  “A  Hallelujah  Homecoming 
Extravaganza”  Sunday,  May  24, 
from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Included  will 
be  worship,  a  motorcade,  lunch, 
gospel  singing,  jazz  music  and  other 
activities.  The  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Leslie  Norris. 


The  Sojourner  Truth  Award  will 
be  presented  at  the  20th  anniversa¬ 
ry  luncheon  of  the  Louisiana  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  Barbara  Duke  reports.  To 
be  held  during  Annual  Conference, 
the  luncheon  is  set  for  12:30  p.m. 
Tuesday,  June  2,  in  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  To  make  reservation 
call  Lena  French,  (318)  449-8833, 
by  May  27. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Charles  Allen  Sr,  world  re¬ 
nowned  UMC  minister,  will  preach 
at  First  UMC,  3401  Canal  St,  New 


Notice  to  Pastors 
Who  Will  Move 

All  ministers  who  are  moving  af¬ 
ter  Annual  Conference  and  are  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Conference  Health 
Insurance  Program  are  required  to 
notify  Employee  Benefit  Services 
Inc.  of  their  new  address.  Change  of 
Address  Cards  will  be  available  in 
the  Finance  Office  both  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  at  Annual  Conference. 
Please  see  or  call  Jamie  Chavanne 
or  Nanci  Youngblood. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Set  june  1-4 
Agenda  and  Speakers  Are  Announced 


Lay  and  clergy  delegates  will  rep¬ 
resent  the  130,000  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  600  churches  around  the 
state  when  they  attend  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  June  1-4  in 
Shreveport.  Worship  and  business 
sessions  will  be  held  in  Centenary 
College  and  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  of  the 
Louisiana  Area  will  preside.  The 
bishop  also  will  be  the  celebrant  for 
the  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion 
Service,  scheduled  to  open  the  22nd 
annual  session  at  1:30  p.m.  Monday, 
June  1,  in  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome. 

Dr.  Henry  Blount  Jr,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  who  is  re¬ 
tiring  at  the  Conference,  will  preach 
during  the  service.  The  Rev.  Mary 
Sloan  Baugh,  pastor  of  Genesis 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Joe 
Dionisi,  layman  at  St.  Andrew's 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  litur¬ 
gists. 


Rev.  Henry  Blount 


At  3  p.m.  lay  delegates  will  gather 
to  hear  a  United  Methodist  woman 
whose  father  and  both  grandfathers 
were  ministers,  Twick  Morrison  of 
Vicksburg,  MS.  She  will  speak  dur¬ 
ing  the  Laity  Session  in  the  Gold 
Dome  on  the  first  day  of  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

Active  in  Crawford  Street  UMC, 
Vicksburg,  she  also  is  Mississippi 


Conference  Lay  Leader.  She  has 
been  a  General  Conference  delegate 
for  the  past  four  sessions  and  serves 
on  a  number  of  General  boards  in¬ 
cluding  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  which  she  is  a  direc¬ 
tor. 

Morrison  has  taken  mission  trips 
to  India,  Haiti,  Panama,  USSR, 
Brazil,  Guatemala  and  El  Salvador. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  Laity  Ses¬ 
sion,  the  clergy  delegates  will  meet 
in  Executive  Session  at  Brown  Cha¬ 
pel  on  the  Centenary  College  cam¬ 
pus.  The  clergy  will  receive  the 
reports  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry.  Action  will  be  taken  to 
approve  persons  recommended  as 
deacons  and  elders. 

Photographs  for  a  new  clergy  pic¬ 
torial  directory  and  for  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  files  will  be  taken 
at  the  conference. 

All  clergy  are  asked  to  have  their 


Twick  Morrison 


photos  taken  on  Monday,  June  1, 
between  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  or  Tues¬ 
day  and  Wednesday  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  4:30  p.m.  See  Pre-Conference 
Reports  for  details. 

Additional  speakers  and  events 
will  be  highlighted  in  next  week’s 
Conference  newspaper. 

The  agenda  and  schedules  are 
listed  below. 


Conference  Program  And  Agenda 


Monday,  June  1, 1992 
Gold  Dome 
Centenary  College 

1 :30  p.m.  Service  of  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion 
Celebrant  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Liturgists  —  Rev.  Mary  Sloan  Baugh 
Joe  Dionisi 

Preacher  —  Dr.  Henry  Blount 

Special  Music  —  Combined  Choirs,  Broadmoor  Church, 
Shreveport  and  First  Church.  Bossier  City 
3:00  p.m.  Clergy  Executive  Session  —  Brown  Chapel 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Reports 
Reports  No.  1  — Committee  on  Conference  Relations 
Reports  No.  2  —  Associate  Members  and  Local  Pastors 
Reports  No.  3  —  Committee  on  Training  and  Orders 
3:00  p.m.  Laity  Session  —  Gold  Dome 

Speaker  —  Twick  Morrison 
(Break  for  Dinner) 


6:45  a.m. 


8:30  a.m. 
9:15  a.m. 
9:20  a.m. 


and  Lake  Charles  District 
Dr.  Will  Andress,  Director 
Marlene  Hansen,  Organist 

(Reception  Honoring  Bishop  &  Mrs.  Oliphint  in  Bain  Hall 
at  the  Conclusion  of  this  Service) 


Wednesday,  June  3, 1992 
Centenary  College 
Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 
Speaker  —  Vera  Packer 

Gold  Dome 

Hymn  Sing  and  Devotional 
Committee  on  the  Journal 
Laity  Report 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarships 
Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club 
United  Methodist  Men 
United  Methodist  Women 


Evening  Worship  Service 

United  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

10:00  a.m. 

Representative  of  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 

7:30  p.m. 

Conference  Chancellor’s  Report 

Preacher  —  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell 

10:15  a.m. 

Recess 

Special  Music  —  Combined  Conference  Youth  Choir 

10:30  a.m. 

Board  of  Pensions 

10:45  a.m. 

Retirees  to  Address  the  Conference 

Tuesday,  June  2, 1992 

1 1:30  a.m. 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

Centenary  College 

1 1:55  a.m. 

Commission  on  Equitable  Salaries 

Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

12:15  p.m. 

Announcements  and  Adjournment 

6:45  a.m. 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 

(Break  for  Lunch) 

Speaker  —  Judge  Carl  Stewart 

2:00  p.m. 

Introduction  of  Persons  in  Special  Appointments 

Beyond  the  Local  Church 

Gold  Dome 

2:15  p.m. 

Representatives  from  Church  Agencies 

8:30  a.m. 

Hymn  Sing  and  Devotional  —  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell 

2:30  p.m. 

Ordinands  to  Address  the  Conference 

9:15  a.m. 

Posting  of  the  Colors  by  Scouts 

3:25  p.m. 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

Organization  of  the  Conference 

3:40  p.m. 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

Hymn 

Conference  Treasurer  and  Statistician 

Opening  Prayer  —  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton, 

Committee  on  Rules  —  Report  No.  2 

Host  District  Superintendent 

4:15  p.m. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation 

Welcome  —  Dr.  Kenneth  L.  Schwab.  President, 

4:30  p.m. 

Announcements  and  Adjournment 

Centenary  College 

(Break  for  Dinner) 

—  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  Senior  Pastor 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

Service  of  Ordination 

Motions  from  the  Cabinet 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

9:45  a.m. 

State  of  the  Church  Address  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 

10:00  a.m. 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 

7:30  p.m.  Worship 

“VISION  2000" 

Preacher  —  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher 

10:30  a.m. 

Recess 

Special  Music  —  Combined  Choirs  of 

10:45  a.m. 

Conference  Center  —  Report  No.  1 

St.  Mark  and  Wesley  Churches,  Baton  Rouge 

1 1:45  a.m. 

Committee  on  Rules  —  Report  No.  1 

(Reception  Honoring  Ordinands  in  Bain  Hall 

1 1:55  a.m. 

Committee  on  Nominations 

at  the  Conclusion  of  this  Service) 

12:15  p.m. 

Announcements  and  Adjournment 

(Break  for  Dinner) 

Thursday,  June  4, 1992 

2:00  p.m. 

Committee  on  Episcopacy 

Centenary  College 

Council  on  Ministries  (continued) 

Hargrove  Memorial  Theater 

Board  of  Discipleship 

6:45  a.m. 

Sunrise  Devotional  Service,  Board  of  Laity 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Speaker  —  Bob  Sides 

Louisiana  CrossLines  Ministry 

Gold  Dome 

Special  Ministries 

8:30  a.m. 

Hymn  Sing  and  Devotional  —  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher 

Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministries 

9:15  a.m. 

Committee  on  the  Journal 

Board  of  Church  and  Society  ^ 

9:20  a.m. 

Council  on  Ministries  (continued) 

4:00  p.m. 

Announcements  and  Adjournment 

Russian  Food  Lift  Report 

(Break  for  Dinner) 

Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns 

4:15  p.m. 

Organization  Meetings  for  Boards  and  Commissions  for  the 

Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 

1993-96  Quadrennium 

Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 

Commission  on  Archives  and  History 

Service  of  Retirement 

Town  &  Country  Ministries 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee 

7:00  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music 

Committee  on  Petitions 

7:30  p.m.  Worship 

United  Methodist  Reporter 

Preacher  —  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 

Conference  Center  —  Report  No.  2 

Special  Music 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 

Kelly  Smith  Toney,  Violinist 

Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation 

Terry  and  Joseph  Harris,  Soloists 

Committee  on  Courtesies 

First  Church,  Lake  Charles  Bell  Choir 

Where  shall  the  next  session  of  the  Conference  be  held? 

Combined  Choirs  of 

The  Service  of  Sending  Forth 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

The  Fixing  of  Appointments  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
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Discerning  a  vision  for  the  church  from  conclave's  actions 


By  UMR  Editors 

A  distinctive  vision  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade  of  the  20th  century  is  difficult 
to  discern. 

At  first  glance,  the  actions  of  the 
1992  General  Conference  do  little 
to  bring  matters  into  focus. 

But  if  one  looks  more  deeply,  one 
notes  that  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body  gave  a  clue  to  a  guiding 
vision  rooted  in  an  indirect  affirma¬ 
tion  of  both  the  denomination  and 
local  churches. 

Mood  was  restrained 

Generally  speaking,  based  on  key 
decisions  by  the  nearly  1,000  con¬ 
ference  delegates,  the  1992  assem¬ 
bly’s  mindset  was  one  of  restraint. 
For  example.  General  Conference: 

■  Adopted  a  compromise  budget 
that  holds  down  local  church  ask¬ 
ings  to  annual  increases  of  approxi¬ 
mately  2.5  percent; 

■  Delayed,  by  referral,  action  on  a 
proposal  to  change  the  structure  of 
the  church’s  ordained  ministry, 

■  Reaffirmed  the  church’s  tradi¬ 
tional  stance  on  homosexuality; 

Even  actions  having  potentially 
far-reaching  consequences  included 
“proceed  with  caution"  provisions 
and/or  reflected  a  mood  of  fiscal  re¬ 
straint.  For  example,  delegates: 

■  Required  that  a  decision  to  re¬ 
locate  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  be  returned  to  the  1996 
General  Conference  with  detailed 
plans  for  where  and  at  what  cost; 

■  Reduced,  in  some  cases  signifi¬ 
cantly  so,  requested  funding  for  new 
outreach  programs  to  Hispanic  peo¬ 
ple,  Native  Americans  and  others. 

Few  landmark  actions 

Aside  from  an  almost-immediate 
response  to  the  Los  Angeles  crisis 
and  the  approval  of  the  creation  of 
“shalom  zones”  in  targeted  commu¬ 
nities,  the  1992  gathering  lacked 
anything  approaching  the  challenge 
of  the  Africa  University  initiative 
or  the  landmark  theological  debate 
of  the  1988  conference. 

By  contrast,  the  1992  assembly’s 
final  actions  (but  not  its  spirited 
and  occasionally  contentious  pro¬ 
cess)  reflected  an  unstated  desire 
both  to  conserve  the  church’s  con- 
nectional  structure  and  empower 
the  witness  and  mission  of  local 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  MONTAGE  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Scenes  familiar  to  the  nearly  1,000  delegates  and  of  the  conference's  official  symbol  are  drawings  of  the  two  princi- 
perhaps  equally  as  many  visitors  to  the  1992  United  Methodist  Gen-  pal  speakers,  Bishop  Dale  White  who  delivered  the  Episcopal  Ad- 
eral  Conference  assert  themselves  in  this  on-location  drawing.  Left  dress  and  Ruby  Galloway  Farish  who  delivered  the  Laity  Address. 


Interpretive 

Analysis 

churches. 

Viewed  against  that  background, 
the  conference’s  generally  re¬ 
strained  actions  have  both  a  down 
side  and  an  up  side. 

The  down  side  is  one  that  results 
from  any  effort,  intended  or  not,  to 
preserve  the  status  quo. 

At  least  some,  namely  those  who 
do  not  benefit  from  the  way  things 
are,  naturally  feel  frustrated  and 
even  pained  at  decisions  that  leave 
their  position  in  the  church  un¬ 
changed.  For  example,  the  body’s 
action  on  the  structure  of  the  minis¬ 
try  disappointed  countless  church 
workers  for  whom  issues  of  justice 
and  equity  were  at  stake. 

Similarly,  the  reaffirmation  of  the 
church’s  stance  on  homosexuality 
visibly  grieved  supporters  of  the 
church's  gay  and  lesbian  members. 

Caution  had  virtue 

On  the  up  side,  the  conference’s 
cautious  temper  had  the  virtue  of  a 
conserving  spirit  and  the  seed  such 
a  spirit  can  contain  of  a  commend¬ 
able  and  even  liberating  vision. 

That’s  the  vision  of  preserving 
the  values  and  options  inherent  in 
the  status  quo  while  waiting,  in 
hope,  for  a  sign  from  God  for  where 
and  how  the  Holy  Spirit  is  leading. 

On  the  one  hand,  there  was  evi¬ 
dent  throughout  General  Confer¬ 
ence  a  willingness  on  most  vital 
matters  to  achieve  workable  if  not 
exciting  compromises  on  potential¬ 
ly  divisive  concerns. 

The  amendment  to  the  Social 
Principles  statement  on  abortion, 
for  example,  was  carefully  balanced 
to  reflect  the  interests  of  both  “pro- 
choice”  and  “pro-life”  supporters. 

Through  such  compromises,  the 
value  and  struggle  of  being  a  con- 
nectional  church  were  affirmed  and 
probably  strengthened. 

On  the  other  hand,  delegates  sig¬ 
naled  each  other  via  countless  first- 
person  stories  told  from  the  plenary 
floor  and  in  smaller  committee 
meetings  the  reality  that  they  are 
rooted  in  and  accountable  to  their 
church  relationships  “back  home.” 


Hence,  a  deep  concern  was  shown 
to  slow  down  spending  and  to  resist 
exacerbating  divisions  on  potential¬ 
ly  volatile  issues. 

So  understood,  the  restraint  of 
the  1992  General  Conference  re¬ 
vealed  an  indirect  and  not  always 
explicit  aim:  to  liberate  local 
churches  to  be  about  their  work  of 
witness  and  mission. 

Worship  book's  impact 

Not  surprisingly,  therefore,  the 
body’s  most  enthusiastically  af¬ 
firmed  action — the  adoption  of  a 


new  Book  of  Worship — was  also  the 
action  most  likely  to  be  received 
with  appreciation  by  pastors  and 
worship  leaders.  It  is  also  perhaps 
the  action  that  will  have  the  most 
impact  over  the  long  run. 

Aside  from  strictly  legislative 
matters,  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  showed  signs  that  our  church 
is  in  the  process  of  subtle  and  not- 
so-subtle  transformations  that  do, 
in  fact,  witness  to  all  members  of 
our  traditional  prophetic  identity. 

The  presence  of  three  black  bish¬ 
ops  serving  in  succession  in  the  chair 


of  conference  plenary  sessions  and 
the  active  participation  of  church 
members  who  came  from  confer¬ 
ences  outside  the  U.S.  were  remind¬ 
ers  of  a  significant  reality:  We  have, 
in  fact,  become  far  more  inclusive 
and  global  than  anyone  might  have 
imagined  even  a  decade  ago. 

The  careful  deliberative  style  of  the 
1992  General  Conference  leaves  it 
open  to  characterizations  of,  in  ef¬ 
fect,  doing  little  to  break  new  ground. 

But  there’s  scriptural  basis — the 
story  of  Jonah,  for  example — for 
believing  that  God  can  work 


through  our  inaction  as  well  as  our 
action.  Indeed,  like  Jonah,  we  may 
be  a  church  “in  the  belly  of  the 
whale.”  holding  tight  to  the  values 
of  past  and  present  while  awaiting 
signs  of  where  the  future  in  God  is 
calling  us. 

In  the  meantime,  we  can  rejoice 
in  General  Conference  actions  that 
we  affirm,  pray  for  wisdom  about 
matters  on  which  we  differ  and  then 
get  on  with  using  our  freedom  to 
follow  and  serve  Christ  as  individ¬ 
uals,  congregations  and,  yes,  a  de¬ 
nomination. 


Compromise  budget  limits  hikes, 


Delegates  approved  8  funds  for  a  four- 
year  churchwide  budget  of  $475  million, 
resulting  in  local  church  apportionment 
increases  averaging  2.5  percent  a  year. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Your  local 
church  will  be  asked  to  increase  its 
giving  to  the  overall  budget  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  during 
the  next  four  years  (1993-96). 

Delegates  to  the  church’s  highest 
legislative  assembly  in  Louisville 
last  week  voted  a  budget  totaling 
nearly  $475  million  for  those  four 
years  including  a  new  eighth  appor¬ 
tioned  Mission  Initiatives  Fund 
(see  related  story). 

The  amount  of  increase  in  local 
church  apportioned  giving — the 
church’s  means  of  raising  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  its  general 
funds — will  average  2.5  percent  a  year. 

Three  choices  proposed 

Early  in  the  process,  delegates 
were  asked  to  choose  between  three 
budget  proposals  for  the  seven  car¬ 
ryover  funds: 

■  A  budget  of  $495.65  million 
from  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

■  A  budget  of  $448.93  million 
from  the  majority  of  the  General 
Conference  legislative  committee  as¬ 
signed  to  consider  budget  requests. 

■  A  budget  of  $472  million  from 
a  minority  of  1 7  of  the  86-member 
legislative  committee. 

The  adopted  compromise  of 
$471.67  million  for  the  seven  funds 
amounts  to  $53.30  per  United  Meth¬ 
odist  local-church  member  during  the 
four  years,  or  about  four  cents  a  day. 

During  debate  on  the  proposals, 


Charles  Pearce  (Florida  conference) 
said  his  annual  conference  is 
“pleased  and  proud"  to  be  one  of 
the  largest  contributors  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

“I  would  think  that  halving  the 
number  between  the  majority  re¬ 
port  and  the  minority  report  would 
be  a  good  compromise  that  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  grass¬ 
roots  could  accept  and  pay  out  100 
percent,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  a  leader  in  an  un¬ 
official  group  known  as  “Grass¬ 
roots”  formed  to  combat  what 
group  members  considered  exces¬ 
sive  budget  increases. 

Budget  'cap'  approved 

Earlier  in  the  legislative  process, 
the  financial  administration  legisla¬ 
tive  committee  soundly  rejected  the 
general  council’s  $495  million  pro¬ 
posal  and  voted  to  place  a  “cap”  on 
the  denominational  budget  for  the 
next  four  years. 

However,  Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel 
(Washington  Area)  told  the  com¬ 
mittee  that  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  had  to  take  each  budgetary 
line  item  one  at  a  time. 

To  propose  a  “cap”  was  not  ap¬ 
propriate  ,  said  the  bishop,  due  to 


action  of  the  church’s  1972  General 
Conference.  Since  no  subsequent 
General  Conference  has  changed 
the  prohibition  against  a  budgetary 
“cap,”  the  1 992  body  would  have  to 
operate  under  the  present  structure, 
the  bishop  explained. 

That  near-midnight  briefing  for 
the  legislative  committee  set  the 
tone  for  five  hours  of  debate  the 
next  day  concerning  “painful 
choices”  local  churches  face  as  they 
attempt  to  fund  the  denomination 
with  less  money. 

Speaking  for  the  committee  which 
initially  proposed  a  budget  “cap,”  the 
Rev.  Barbara  Riddle  (Florida  confer¬ 
ence)  told  General  Conference  that 
the  committee  received  petitions 
from  1 1  of  the  church’s  72  regional 
annual  conferences  asking  General 
Conference  to  hold  the  four-year 
budget  at  a  zero  increase.  One  even 
requested  a  reduction. 

Dr.  Riddle,  superintendent  of  the 
Jacksonville  District,  referred  to  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference’s  having 
removed  $1  million  from  its  budget, 
reducing  conference  staff,  and  freez¬ 
ing  district  superintendents’  salaries. 

“The  reality  is  that  our  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences 
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funds  new 

are  all  speaking  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  about  this  important  financial 
matter,”  she  said. 

Reminding  delegates  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  must 
learn  to  do  “more  with  less,”  the 
Rev.  Don  Pike  (Central  Texas  con¬ 
ference)  said,  “To  cut  back,  to  hold 
the  line  is  not  a  death  sentence. 

“It  will  force  us  to  establish  prior¬ 
ities,”  said  Dr.  Pike,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ar¬ 
lington,  Texas. 

Speaking  in  favor  of  the  “middle 
amount,”  the  Rev.  John  E.  Corson 
(California-Nevada  conference) 
said  he  is  aware  that  other  confer¬ 
ences,  like  his,  are  struggling  with 
fiscal  realities. 

Apportioned  fund  breakout 

Amounts  for  the  seven  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  making  up  the  four- 
year  total: 

■  $236.43  million  for  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  which  provides  basic  support 
for  general  agencies  of  the  church. 

■  $104.73  million  for  the  Minis¬ 
terial  Education  Fund,  which  sup¬ 
ports  the  13  seminaries  and  training 


programs 

for  clergy  and  diaconal  ministers. 

U  $41.70  million  for  the  Black 
College  Fund,  which  assists  the  1 1 
historically  black  colleges,  universi¬ 
ties  and  a  medical  school  related  to 
the  church. 

■  $10  million  for  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Zimbabwe,  to  support  the 
first  United  Methodist-related  uni¬ 
versity  on  the  African  continent. 

■  $55.99  million  for  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Fund,  the  basis  of  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  United  Methodist  bishops. 
This  provides  for  salaries,  some 
housing,  office  and  travel  expenses. 

■  $  1 6.84  million  for  general  church 
administration,  which  funds  such  gen¬ 
eral  church  activities  as  the  Judicial 
Council  (the  church’s  “supreme 
court”),  the  General  Conference,  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization. 

■  $5.97  million  for  the  Interde¬ 
nominational  Cooperation  Fund, 
which  helps  support  the  National 
and  World  Councils  of  Churches, 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
and  other  ecumenical  activities. 


New  fund  set 
for ' mission 
initiatives' 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— During 
the  last  1 5  hours  of  General  Con¬ 
ference,  delegates  established  an 
eighth  general  fund  for  new  pro¬ 
grams  called  the  “Mission  Initia¬ 
tives  Fund.” 

That  action  increased  the  gen¬ 
eral  church  budget  for  1993-96  to 
$475  million  (see  story  on  earlier 
actions  at  left). 

The  four-year  asking  for  the 
new  fund  will  be  $850,000  per 
year,  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
annual  conferences. 

Funds  will  be  allocated  to  the 
church’s  program  agencies  for 
Hispanic  ministries;  substance 
abuse  ministries;  a  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  ministries  plan;  older  adult 
ministries;  campus  ministries 
and  deaf  ministries. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Faithfully  yniirc — 

Intentional  stillness  renewed  my  soul 


Scent.  Light.  Stillness. 

Wisps  of  aromatic  smoke  wafted 
over  our  bowed  heads  as  a  Native 
American  United 
Methodist  pastor 
burned  a  braid  of 
sweet  grass,  invok¬ 
ing  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  a  ritual  from  his 
cultural  tradition. 

As  meditation 
fires  glowed  in 
bowls  on  the  altar  table,  our  morning 
gathering  of  nearly  500  people  sat  in 
profound  silence,  pondering  comfort¬ 
ing  words  from  the  New  Testament: 
Faithfulness,  reconciliation,  healing, 
love. 

Light.  Scent.  Stillness. 

Long  shafts  of  late  afternoon  sun¬ 
light  angled  down  toward  the  altar 
of  the  monastery  church  as  we  visi¬ 
tors  sat  outside  the  rail  of  the 


cloister. 

The  light  blended  with  the  rising 
smoke  from  a  censer  swung  gently 
by  the  white-robed  abbot.  Far  down 
the  church’s  long  aisle,  the  monks 
chanted  the  ancient  words  of  Psalm 
90:  “No  evil  shall  befall  you,  nor 
any  plague  come  near  you  ...  the 
Lord  is  your  shield  and  buckler.” 

Quiet.  Serenity.  Peace. 

Those  were  the  unexpected  gifts 
given  me  by  two  different  yet  funda¬ 
mentally  alike  worship  services  on 
the  Sunday  of  General  Conference. 

Our  morning  worship,  sponsored 
by  the  church’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Status  and  Role  of  Women, 
provided  an  island  of  blessed  si¬ 
lence  amidst  the  wordiness  of  the 
church’s  top  policymaking  session 
in  Louisville,  Ky. 

In  the  evening,  I  traveled  about 
30  miles  from  the  General  Confer¬ 


ence  site  to  worship  with  friends  at 
the  Abbey  of  Gethsemani  in  Trap- 
pist,  Ky.  There  I  found  an  enthrall¬ 
ing  sacred  space  to  rest  from  my 
professional  responsibilities. 

As  I  pondered  how  my  parched 
soul  was  refreshed  by  two  such  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  of  Christian  worship,  I 
realized  that  their  common  thread 
was  not  only  their  tools  to  focus  my 
senses. 

Both  forms  of  authentic  Christian 
worship  centered  on  the  intentional 
seeking,  waiting  and  listening  for 
the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  those  times  of  silent  seeking,  I 
rediscovered,  to  my  gratitude,  a 
scriptural  truth  so  often  forgotten  in 
today’s  world  of  constant  doing: 

Be  still — and  know  God. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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book:  A  'family  affair' 


Delegates  voted  809-149  to 
approve  the  first-ever  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 

UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  RALPH  E.  BAKER 


Pooped  photographer 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— General  Conference  photographer  John  C. 
Goodwin  rests  from  his  rounds.  One  observer  estimated  that 
Mr.  Goodwin  walked  an  average  of  five  miles  a  day  taking 
pictures  on  the  conference  floor.  He  is  a  staff  member  of  the 
church's  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Outreach  to  Soviets 
'time  to  celebrate' 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  a  new  wor¬ 
ship  book  for  you,  your  children 
and  their  children. 

It’s  a  resource  to  enrich  not  only 
your  congregation’s  worship  experi¬ 
ence  but  also  that  of  your  descen¬ 
dants  and  their  congregations. 

Those  sentiments  were  expressed 
last  week  after  General  Conference 
delegates  approved  the  first-ever 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship 
by  a  vote  of  809- 1 49. 

“I  feel  I  have  left  something  for  my 
nieces  and  nephews,”  said  Bishop 
Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadelphia 
Area)  after  the  book’s  adoption. 

Guide  took  4  years 

Bishop  Morrison  chaired  the  23- 
member  committee  which  worked 
four  years  to  produce  the  denomi¬ 
national  ritual  guide. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
had  not  developed  a  worship  re¬ 
source  book  since  the  denomination 
was  created  in  1968  by  merger  of 
the  former  Methodist  and  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Churches.  The 
worship  book  is  designed  to  com¬ 
plement  the  hymnal  adopted  by  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Texas 
conference),  who  chaired  the  wor¬ 
ship  services  subcommittee  of  the 
study  commission,  encouraged  del¬ 
egates  to  accept  the  document  as 
one  that  “offers  suggestions,  not 
mandates.”  She  added  that  the 
book  “affirms  our  United  Method¬ 
ist  tradition  of  order  and  freedom.” 

Book's  strengths  cited 

Representatives  of  both  the  Book 
of  Worship  study  committee  and 
the  legislative  committee  which 
spent  several  hours  debating  the 
subject  cited  these  strengths  of  the 
new  worship  resource: 

■  Contains  fresher,  more  diverse 
references  to  the  deity; 

■  Boasts  diversity  in  ritual  from 
ethnic  minority  traditions; 

■  Provides  waivers  from  all  copy¬ 
right  restrictions  on  all  materials  for 
reproduction  in  worship  materials. 

Members  of  both  the  four-year 
study  group  and  the  legislative  re¬ 
view  body  indicated  that  extensive 
effort  had  been  made  to  address 


language  concerns  from  all  perspec¬ 
tives  within  the  denomination. 

Specifically,  they  pointed  out  that 
traditional  language  in  reference  to 
God  was  retained  but  more  diverse 
references  were  added. 

The  triune  formula,  “Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit,”  was  retained  for 
all  services  through  which  United 
Methodists  are  admitted  to  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry. 

In  other  rituals  and  prayers,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  traditional  references,  God 


is  addressed  as  "Grandfather,” 
“Great  Spirit,”  “Author  of  Life,” 
“God,  our  grove,  our  lover,  our  well.” 

'Mother  God'  deleted 

However,  a  reference  to  “O 
Mother  God"  was  deleted  from  one 
prayer  in  favor  of  “O  Creator 
God,”  which  conforms  with  an  ear¬ 
lier  reference  to  God  in  the  prayer. 

The  Book  of  Worship  contains 
four  feminine  references  to  God  or 
Jesus.  One  reference  reads  “And 
you,  Jesus,  good  Lord,  are  you  not 


also  Mother?”  Another  reads  “God 
our  Mother  and  Father . . .” 

In  another  prayer  the  committee 
changed  the  reference  “Bakerwo- 
man  God"  to  “God,  like  a  bakerwo- 
man . . .” 

Final  approval  of  the  Book  of 
Worship  came  quicker  than  most 
delegates  had  anticipated. 

Following  reports  from  a  half- 
dozen  members  of  both  the  Book  of 
Worship  Committee  and  the  legisla¬ 
tive  committee,  presiding  Bishop 
Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area)  asked 
delegates  who  wanted  to  speak  to 
any  proposed  amendment  or  offer 
an  amendment  to  indicate  their  in¬ 
tentions.  About  20  did  so. 

At  that  point  the  Rev.  Robert  K. 
Sweet  Jr.  (Southern  New  England 
conference)  moved  to  suspend  the 
conference’s  rules  and  accept  the 
document  as  presented  by  the  legis¬ 
lative  committee  “without  addi¬ 
tional  amendments.” 

By  a  large  margin,  delegates  en¬ 
thusiastically  voted  its  approval. 
Announcement  of  the  vote  received 
a  standing  ovation. 

Infant  dedication  rejected 

After  the  Book  of  Worship  had 
been  adopted,  delegates  considered 
a  motion  to  add  a  service  of  infant 
dedication  to  the  worship  resource. 

The  Rev.  Riley  B.  Case  (North 
Indiana  conference)  made  the  ap¬ 
peal.  He  said  it  was  of  particular 
concern  to  members  of  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
churches  “who  had  understood  that 
they  were  part  of  the  diversity  and 
part  of  the  tradition”  claimed  for 
the  Book  of  Worship. 

During  the  discussion  on  that  is¬ 
sue,  Bishop  George  Bashore  (Pitts¬ 
burgh  Area),  a  pastor  in  the  former 
Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  described  the  origin  of  the 
tradition  of  infant  dedication  in 
that  denomination  as  a  "mystery” 
without  record  prior  to  1945. 

Delegates  rejected  the  inclusion 
by  a  760-197  vote. 

United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  officials  said  the  new  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship  will  be 
available  by  Oct.  1  for  $24.95. 

Mr.  Louis  is  general  manager  of 
the  Reporter. 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Detroit 
Area)  said  it  was  time  to  celebrate. 

The  occasion?  The  church’s  top 
legislative  body  had  just  over¬ 
whelmingly  authorized  the  addition 
of  a  full-time  bishop  to  coordinate 
the  church’s  work  in  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Republics. 

Bishop  Craig  called  the  879-42  de¬ 
cision  the  “soundest  vote  for  evange¬ 
lism  we’ve  heard  for  a  long  time.” 

The  additional  bishop  will  be 
elected  by  the  church’s  Northern 
Europe  Central  Conference. 

At  present.  Bishop  Ruediger  Mi¬ 
nor  (East  German  Area)  is  in  charge 
of  the  church’s  work  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States. 

In  an  address  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  Bishop  Minor  said  wherev¬ 
er  he  went  in  his  recent  travels 
throughout  the  commonwealth  he 


found  “the  true  marks  of  the  people 
of  God:  dedication  and  enthusiasm 
for  the  work,  openness  for  others 
and  fellowship,  but  also  suffering 
for  Christ’s  sake. 

“Human  beings  are  at  work,  but 
truly  this  work  is  from  God.” 

Bishop  Minor  will  continue  to 
lead  the  church’s  work  until  the 
Northern  Europe  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  election  of  the  new  bishop. 

He  told  the  Reporter  he  has 
found  at  least  seven  United  Meth¬ 
odist  fellowships  widely  scattered 
throughout  the  commonwealth. 

One  of  the  newest  congregations 
is  an  outgrowth  of  a  Bible  study 
class  led  by  missionary  Chris  Hena 
in  conjunction  with  a  Korean  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Moscow. 

An  announcement  that  500  peo¬ 
ple  attended  the  opening  worship 
service  at  Ms.  Hena’s  church  drew 
cheers  and  applause  from  General 
Conference  delegates. 
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Cheers  and  a  standing  ovation  rippled  through  some  1,000  United 
Methodist  delegates  when  it  was  announced  that  the  new  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship  had  been  approved  at  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  1992  General  Conference. 


Controversial  service  dropped 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— A  contro¬ 
versial  “Native  American  Service  of 
Thanksgiving”  was  deleted  before 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
new  worship  resource  was  adopted 
by  the  1992  General  Conference. 

Adapted  “from  the  Shawnee  Na¬ 
tion  United  Remnant  Band  Green 
Com  Ceremony,”  the  service  had 
caused  consternation  among  some 
Native  American  United  Methodists. 

Mary  Brooke  Casad  (North  Texas 
conference)  told  delegates  that  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  church’s  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indian  Missionary  Conference 
and  the  Native  American  Interna¬ 
tional  Caucus  had  asked  the  legisla¬ 
tive  committee  to  delete  the 
ceremony. 

She  said  Native  Americans  told 


the  committee  that  “many  nations 
(Native  American)  do  not  practice 
this  service,  and  others  consider  it  a 
violation  of  sacred  rights”  to  have  it 
included  in  a  publication  and  wide¬ 
ly  distributed. 

In  a  subsequent  action  the  commit¬ 
tee  voted  to  include  with  the  book’s 
guideline  for  observing  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Awareness  Sunday  a  suggestion 
for  “United  Methodists  to  plan 
Thanksgiving  celebrations  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  representatives  of  the  Na¬ 
tive  American  community . . .” 

One  Native  American  visitor  told 
the  legislative  committee  considering 
the  Book  of  Worship  that  the  so-called 
“Green  Com  Ceremony”  is  “some¬ 
thing  to  be  lived,  not  written  down.” 

-DAN  I.  LOUIS 


Congregations  asked 
to  help  define  baptism 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— You  and 
your  congregation  are  being  asked 
to  explore  your  understanding  of 
baptism  and  share  your  conclusions 
with  United  Methodist  leaders. 

General  Conference  delegates 
voted  840-89  last  week  to  receive  a 
“work-in-progress”  baptism  study 
so  that  it  can  be  discussed  across 
the  church  over  the  next  four  years. 

The  baptism  study  document, 
along  with  responses  from  local 
congregations,  will  be  reviewed  by 
the  1996  General  Conference. 

The  study  document,  titled  “Of 
Water  and  the  Spirit:  A  United 
Methodist  Understanding  of  Bap¬ 
tism,”  resulted  from  a  three-year 
process  in  which  panelists  failed  to 
come  to  a  consensus  on  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  baptism. 

The  Rev.  Mark  C.  Trotter  (Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  conference),  chair  of 
the  four-year  baptism  study  panel, 
told  delegates  that  the  document  re¬ 
flects  two  “streams”  of  theology 
about  baptism: 

■  A  “sacramental  stream,”  in 
which  the  emphasis  is  placed  on 


God’s  initiating  grace; 

■  An  “evangelical  stream,"  in 
which  the  emphasis  is  placed  on  the 
human  response  of  faith. 

“We  come  by  this  (dualism]  ‘ge¬ 
netically,’  because  our  forefather  in 
the  faith,  John  Wesley,  held  these 
two  understandings  in  creative  ten¬ 
sion  in  his  own  theology,”  said  Dr. 
Trotter. 

Delegates  appended  to  the  docu¬ 
ment  a  series  of  questions  for 
groups  to  use  in  their  discussions. 
Among  other  things,  the  questions 
explore: 

■  The  meaning  of  infant  baptism 
versus  infant  dedication; 

■  Whether  “rebaptism”  is  appro¬ 
priate; 

■  What  constitutes  a  “valid” 
baptism. 

■  Whether  baptism,  as  initiation 
into  the  body  of  Christ,  also  means 
immediate  full  membership  in  the 
institutional  church. 

The  document  and  its  study 
guides  will  be  prepared  and  distrib¬ 
uted  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

The  guides  will  instruct  users 
where  to  submit  responses  to  the 
baptism  study. 


Delegates  voted  673-293  to  make  no 
changes  in  the  present  professional 
ministry  structure  and  to  refer  the 
entire  matter  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Quickly, 
now.  What’s  the  difference  between 
ordination  and  consecration? 

If  you  have  difficulty  coming  up 
with  an  answer,  you  may  under¬ 
stand  the  confusion  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  had  last  week  in 
wrestling  with  decisions  that  hinged 
on  those  terms,  among  others. 

Among  questions  related  to  the 
church's  professional  ministry,  del¬ 
egates  were  asked  to  decide  whether 
a  United  Methodist  deacon  should 


be  ordained  or  consecrated. 

These  decisions  were  part  of  the 
debate  on  a  comprehensive  minis¬ 
try  study  document  developed  over 
the  past  eight  years  and  proposing 
various  changes  in  the  church's  pro¬ 


fessional  ministry  structure. 

In  the  end,  delegates  voted  673- 
293  to  make  no  changes  in  present 
structure  but  to  refer  the  entire  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Before  the  vote,  however,  confu¬ 


Delegates  leave  UMC  ministry  unchanged 


sion  reigned  on  the  conference 
floor,  partly  based  on  major  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  study  group's 
document  and  changes  in  that  doc¬ 
ument  proposed  by  the  conference’s 
own  legislative  committee. 

Differences  were  most  sharply 
drawn  over  legislation  to  create  a 
new  order  of  ordained  deacon  which 
would  phase  out  diaconal  ministry. 
The  issue  of  how  to  define  the  “diac- 
onate” — referred  to  in  some  in¬ 
stances  as  “deacon,”  in  others  as 
“diaconal  ministers” — has  been 
studied  in  the  church  since  1976. 

Many  diaconal  ministers  are 
church  lay  professionals  in  such  po¬ 
sitions  as  ministers  of  education  or 
music.  Others  serve  beyond  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  in  professions  such  as 
medicine  or  social  work. 

Legislation  proposed  that  those 
same  areas  of  service  be  performed 
by  an  ordained  deacon.  A  deacon 
would  be  a  clergy  member  of  an  an¬ 
nual  conference,  be  ordained  to 
“liturgy  and  service,”  be  account¬ 
able  to  the  bishop  but  not  be  subject 
to  itinerate  (move)  under  annual 
appointment  of  the  bishop. 

At  present,  diaconal  ministers  are 
lay  members  of  the  annual  conference 
and  are  not  subject  to  itineration. 

The  proposed  legislation  for 
change  drew  a  storm  of  delegates’ 
questions  on  such  issues  as  pen¬ 
sions,  housing,  salaries,  duties  and 
definition  of  terms. 

At  least  one  clergy  delegate  said 
that  ordination  had  “always”  been 
linked  to  preaching  the  word,  cele¬ 
brating  the  sacraments  and  admin¬ 
istering  the  church.  Others  said 
ordination  was  tied  to  itineracy. 

Ruth  Daugherty  (Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  conference)  chaired  the 
ministry  study  commission  that  de¬ 
veloped  the  document. 

“I  think  there  was  confusion 
among  the  delegates  because  the 
ministry  study  report  (which  had 
been  widely  studied  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation  for  several  years)  called  for  a 
consecrated,  lay  deacon.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference’s  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  which  debated  our  study 
changed  it  to  call  for  an  ordained, 
clergy  deacon,”  she  said. 


UINI  ItUMtl  HUDI5  I  INCtVj  HKVIUt  mu  I  U  BY  |OHN  C.  GOODWIN 


Logging  some  laughs  at  General  Conference 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — "Vroom!"  roars  Steve  Garnaas-Holmes  into  his  microphone  as  he  and  fellow 
members  of  the  Montana  Logging  and  Ballet  Company  lean  into  one  of  their  comic  routines  in  a 
benefit  for  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action,  an  after-hours  program  during  the  1992 
General  Conference.  Billing  themselves  as  "political  satirists,”  the  foursome — from  left  Tim 
Holmes,  Rusty  Harper,  Garnass-Holmes  and  Bob  FitzGerald — poked  fun  at  everything  from  dull 
religion  reporting  to  church  mission  funding. 
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Traditional  language  on 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  _ _ _ __ _ 

Associate  Editor  ~ 


Delegates  voted  710-238  to  retain  the 
Book  of  Discipline's  current  wording 
concerning  the  church's  stance  on 
homosexuality. 


LOUISVILIE,  Ky.— This  is 
where  United  Methodism’s  stance 
on  homosexuality  stands  as  of  last 
week’s  General  Conference  actions: 

■  A  1 7-word  phrase  declaring  ho¬ 
mosexual  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching  remains  in 
the  church’s  Social  Principles. 

■  The  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  will  prepare  curriculum 
materials  for  local  congregations  to 
study,  if  they  choose,  the  report  by 
the  1989-92  Committee  to  Study 
Homosexuality.  It  was  this  commit¬ 
tee’s  report  which  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  received  and,  for  the 
most  part,  adopted. 

■  A  new  paragraph  in  the 
church’s  Social  Principles  upholds 
civil  and  property  rights  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians. 

75  percent  majority 

The  delegates’  vote  to  retain  the 
17-word  phrase  first  adopted  by  the 
church’s  1972  General  Conference 
was  710-238.  This  75  percent  major¬ 
ity  was  slightly  less  than  the  80  per¬ 
cent  majority  on  the  same  question 
four  years  ago  at  the  1988  General 
Conference. 


Despite  the  overwhelming  major¬ 
ity  on  the  specific  language  issue,  40 
percent  of  the  nearly  1,000  dele¬ 
gates  voted  in  favor  of  a  proposal 
that  would  have  acknowledged  the 
church’s  deep  division  over  the  is¬ 
sue  and  would  have  removed  the 
1 7-word  condemnatory  phrase. 

Debate  was  intense 

The  decisions  came  at  the  end  of 
a  week  of  intense  debate  and  com¬ 
plex  parliamentary  maneuvering.  A 
tense  demonstration  also  contribut¬ 
ed  to  the  day’s  drama  (see  related 
photo  and  cutlines). 

After  receiving  and  debating  the 
homosexuality  study  report,  the 
conference  considered  the  language 
in  the  Social  Principles. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman 
(Baltimore  conference)  presented  a 
report  signed  by  27  members  of  the 
96-member  legislative  committee 
which  had  received  the  four-year 


study  report  on  homosexuality. 

“[Our]  report  contains  not  one 
word  that  demeans  those  who  hold 
the  current  stance,”  Dr.  Wogaman  as¬ 
serted.  “And  not  one  word  condones 
sexual  looseness  or  promiscuity. 

“Instead,  it  adheres  to  the  great¬ 
est  biblical  theme  that  God’s  grace 
is  available  to  all,  and  that  specific 
threads  of  application  need  to  be 
understood  within  the  context  of 
God’s  covenant  of  gracious  love. 

“[It]  has  the  virtue  of  being  a  true 
statement.  It  will  be  respected  wher¬ 
ever  truth  is  respected.  . . .  When  in 
doubt,  do  not  hurt,  do  not  stigma¬ 
tize.” 

Plea  was  offset 

Dr.  Wogaman’s  plea,  however, 
was  offset  a  few  minutes  later  by  the 
Rev.  Kasgono  Munza  (Zaire-North 
Shaba  conference). 

Speaking  in  French  through  an 
interpreter  and  referring  to  homo- 


homosexuality  retained 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Protesters  hold  up  a  banner  reading  "The  Stones  Will  Cry  Out"  after  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  refused  to  hear  a  representative  of  Affirmation,  the  unofficial  caucus  of  United 
Methodists  for  gay,  lesbian  and  bisexual  concerns.  About  two  dozen  members  of  the  Methodist  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Action  and  Affirmation  interrupted  the  homosexuality  debate  by  pushing  into  the  area 
restricted  to  voting  delegates. 

sexual  practice,  Mr.  Munza  told  the  The  vote  on  the  report  presented  condemnatory  language  was  the 
delegates:  We  do  not  want  our  cul-  by  Dr.  Wogaman  and  26  others  was  largest  such  minority  in  the  20  years 
ture  contaminated  by  what  we  con-  594-372.  The  40  percent  vote  in  fa-  The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
sider  a  disease.  vor  of  this  attempt  to  remove  the  considered  the  issue. 


Delegates  vote  to  move  mission  board 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Will  United 
Methodism’s  official  mission  agen¬ 
cy  remain  in  New  York  City? 

That  question  was  answered  May 
1 1  by  the  1992  General  Conference. 

By  a  vote  of  485-470,  delegates 
decided  that  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  should  be  moved. 

But  selecting  a  new  headquarters 
city  will  not  be  done  until  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  1 996.  That  body 
will  receive  a  report  from  a  site  se¬ 
lection  committee  of  1 3  persons,  in- 
cluding  three  from  United 
Methodist  Central  (regional)  con¬ 
ferences  outside  the  U.S. 

The  site  committee  is  directed  in 
1996  to  present  a  plan  for  funding 
the  mission  board  move. 

Delaying  the  decision  site  selec¬ 
tion  to  1 996  ran  counter  to  the  rec- 
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Delegates  voted  485-470  that  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
should  be  moved. 


ommendation  of  a  task  force  which 
has  spent  nearly  four  years  studying 
the  feasibility  of  relocating  the  mis¬ 
sions  board. 

That  task  force  not  only  said  that 
it  is  feasible  to  move  the  board  but 
that  it  should  be  moved.  The  1989- 
92  task  force  proposed  that  a  site  se¬ 
lection  committee  find  a  new 
location  for  United  Methodism’s 
largest  general  agency  by  Dec.  31, 
1994,  and  for  their  location  to  be 
completed  by  Dec.  31,  1995. 

W.  Randolph  Smith  (Texas  con¬ 
ference),  who  chaired  the  feasibility 
task  force  named  by  the  1988  Gen¬ 
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RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words  to  your 
copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Related 
Family  Ministries  (ordained  or  lay)  Must  be  team 
worker  with  knowledge  and  competence  in  Chris¬ 
tian  education:  experience  in  recruitment,  train¬ 
ing  and  supervision  of  volunteers;  capable  of  tak¬ 
ing  initiative  to  provide  visionary  and  innovative 
leadership.  Magnificent  church  facility  in  mid¬ 
sized  city  between  San  Francisco  and  Sierras. 
Candidates  with  graduate  degree  in  religious  edu¬ 
cation  or  equivalency  will  be  given  preference. 
Salary  and  benefits,  $32-36,000.  Resume,  with 
names  of  references,  deadline  June  17.  For  job 
description,  please  contact:  Dr.  Gary  Putnam, 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Na¬ 
ples,  Florida,  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Church 
Program  and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  combined  posi¬ 
tion.  Ordained,  diaconal,  or  lay  person  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Apply  to:  Dr.  Richard  Bingham,  Senior  Min¬ 
ister,  388  First  Avenue  South,  Naples,  FL  33940. 
Salary  consistent  with  experience. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Sandy  Springs  UMC 
seeks  a  Director  of  Music.  Please  forward  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  before  May  3 1  to  the  name  and 
address  below:  a  resume,  three  references,  a  person¬ 
al  statement  of  faith,  a  list  of  works  conducted 
(copies  of  programs,  sound  or  video  recordings 
would  be  helpful),  and  a  statement  of  your  ap- 
p roach  to  music  ministry  in  a  2000-member  re¬ 
gional  church.  Reply  to:  G.  William  Thackston,  Jr., 
Music  Search  Committee,  1 20  Allen  Road,  Atlanta, 
GA  30328. 

Ave..  Stockton.  CA  95204  (209)  466-5046. 

ASSISTANT  ORGANIST  (PART-TIME),  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  TX.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Betty  Watson,  Music  and  Arts  Dept.  First 
UMC.  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201,  by 
June  19,  1992. 

FIRST  UMC  OF  GLEN  ELLYN,  IL  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Christian  Ed  and  Youth  Re¬ 
sources.  For  job  description  call:  (708)  469-3510  or 
write:  424  Forest,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  60137.  Compen- 
sation:  $31,000. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  YOUNG  Adult,  and 
Singles  Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  a  growing 
church  of  2,200  members.  Salary  and  benefits  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  and  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and/or  request  for  job  description  by  June  1 
to:  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  4669, 
Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669,  Attn:  Bob  Henderson. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full¬ 
time.  2800-member  church  adjacent  to  University 
of  New  Mexico.  CE  degree,  salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Tom  Schwartz,  Central  UMC,  1615 
Cojper  NE,  Albuquerque,  NM  87106.  (505)  243- 

FULDTIME  ORGANIST  for  2,000-member  con¬ 
gregation  with  strong  history  of  active  music  minis¬ 
try.  Three  manual  38  rank  Wicks  organ,  French 
double  harpsichord,  access  to  nearby  49-bcll  caril¬ 
lon.  Salary  plus  medical  and  pension  plan.  Contact: 
Organist  Search  Committee,  411  Turner  Street, 
Clearwater.  FL  34616.  (813)  446-5956. 

RUSSIA  $1895  FOR  TWO  WEEKS  —  Russian 
Summer  Study  Program  offered  by  St.  Petersburg 
Seminary  (Russian  Orthodox  Church)  with  St.  Xe¬ 
nia  Hospital  Foundation  (USA)  in  St.  Petersburg, 
Russia  June  16-30,  June  30-July  14,  July  14-28  and 
July  28-August  11.  Price  includes  transportation 
from  New  York,  student  rooms  (30  participants), 
meals,  study  program,  church  visits,  sightseeing, 
entertainment.  Moscow  trip  available.  For  infor¬ 
mation:  (908)  219-9567  or  write:  Rev.  James  C. 
McReynolds,  St.  Xenia  Hospital  Foundation.  P.O. 
Box  8941,  Red  Bank,  NJ  OllOl. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  PERSON  with  primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  youth  ministries  in  1000-member 
church.  Full  job  description  and  salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1001  W.  7th,  Plain  view,  TX 
79072. 

FREE  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DIRECTORS.  Repro¬ 
ducible  forms:  taxes,  evaluations,  reimbursements, 
contributions.  Manage  today’s  new  volunteers  to 
boost  church  growth/vitality.  Write  to:  Free  Forms, 
Volunteer  Impact  Press,  929-A  S.  Crockett,  Sher¬ 
man,  TX  75090-7927. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  (ordaiqed  minister)  — 
Position  opening  with  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  725  W.  Ninth  Ave.,  Anchorage,  AK 
99501.  Responsible  to  senior  pastor  for  Jr.  and 
Sr.  high  youth  ministry  and  resourcing  require- 
ments  of  several  committees.  Must  possess  strong 
interpersonal  and  communication  skills.  Energet¬ 
ic  ability  to  provide  leadership  to  young  adults 
and  junior  fellowship  programs.  Expected  to  as¬ 
sist  with  Sunday  service  and  responsible  for  lead¬ 
ing  the  service  in  absence  of  senior  pastor; 
preaching  as  required  to  congregation  of  300-500. 
Submit  resume  and  references  with  compensa¬ 
tion  requirements  to:  Pastor  Parish  Relations 
Committee  at  the  above  address  by  June  15, 
1992. 

BAR  HARBOR,  MAINE:  One  bedroom  guest- 
quarters  apartment.  Finely  furnished.  Washer/dry¬ 
er.  Attached  to  new  home  and  yet  private  with  own 
entrance.  On  2  acres  at  edge  of  village  near  Acadia 
National  Park.  No  smokers.  Weekly  July,  August. 
Evenings  (207)  288-3057. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay- 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

AUBURN  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  searching  for  a  full-time  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  concentration  on  church 
school  and  Sunday  evening  programs.  A  Bachelor’s 
degree  is  required.  Salary  is  negotiable  dependent 
upon  education  and  experience.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Keith  Perry,  Auburn  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1203  E.  Seventh  Street,  Au¬ 
burn,  IN  46706. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 

1 5-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised  roof, 
electric  step.  Call:  Trinity  Transportation,  (817) 
458-4844. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  and  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Ministry,  Suburban  Hollywood,  Florida. 
Large,  growing  church.  Hollywood  Hills  UMC,  400 
North  35th  Avenue,  Hollywood,  FL  33021.  (305) 
989-8304.  J 

WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members).  Ex¬ 
tended  search  with  inclusion  of  new  minister.  Mul¬ 
tiple  staff  church  with  new  innovative  program 
model.  Qualifications  —  M.  A.  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion.  Salary  open.  Please  submit  application  by  July 
1st  to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search  Committee, 
Belmont  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 

1 20098,  Nashville,  TN37212.Tel.(615)373-1493. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  POSITION:  Youth  and  Lei¬ 
sure  Ministries.  75  active  6th-12th-graders.  Job 
available  immediately.  Salary  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Contact:  W.  R.  Jen¬ 
nings,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  211  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  Frankfort,  KY  40601.  Phone  (502) 
227-7430. 

600-number  church.  Opening  in  June  1952.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  educational  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  to:  Norman 
Roe,  Westlake  UMC,  1460  Red  Bud  Trail,  Austin, 
TX  78746. 

ORGANIST  NEEDED.  First  UMC.  Clarendon, 
Texas.  One  service,  one  rehearsal  a  week.  Pipe  Or¬ 
gan.  Morning  worship  average  attendance  —  210. 
Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  TetTy  Tamplen. 
(806)  874-3667.  : 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  needed  for  530- 
member  congregation.  Job  description  available. 
Bilingual  desirable.  Send  inquiries  and  resume  to: 
William  Treude,  106  East  Cleveland  Street,  Bee- 
ville,  TX  78102. 

NEED  DIACONAL  MINISTER  for  children’s 
ministry/Christian  education.  Membership  2300. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Westcliff 
UMC,  4833  Selkirk,  Ft.  Worth.  TX  76109.  (817) 
921-5224. 

eral  Conference,  said  that  location 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  had  been  a  concern  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  five  General  Confer¬ 
ences.  However,  he  said  the  1988 
conference  was  the  first  to  create  a 
task  force  to  study  and  present  a 
recommendation. 

The  task  force  considered  1 3  cri¬ 
teria  which  it  said  would  be  impor¬ 
tant  in  consideration  of  a 
headquarters  location  for  the  global 
mission  board.  These  include  find¬ 
ing  an  ethnic  mix  in  relation  to  the 
diversity  of  the  church,  a  place  with 
adequate  travel  facilities  and  ade¬ 
quate  business  services. 

'NYC  no  longer  critical' 

“In  this  day  and  age,  it  is  possible 
to  have  multiple  communications 
and  various  banking  privileges  in 
any  city  of  the  world,”  said  Mr. 
Smith.  “At  one  time,  New  York  was 
critical  for  these  services,  but  now  it 
is  no  longer  a  critical  issue.” 

For  nearly  two  hours,  delegates 
made  impassioned  appeals  both  for 
and  against  moving  the  missions 
agency. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer  (Rocky 
Mountain  conference),  president  of 
IUfT  School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
told  the  delegates  that  moving  the 


mission  board  would  be  disruptive  of 
its  missional  task.  He  said  "it  would 
be  irresponsible  to  move,  using  the 
church’s  investment  funds,”  with  no 
way  to  pay  for  moving  costs. 

The  task  force  which  Mr.  Smith 
chaired  had  reported  that  the  mov¬ 
ing  costs  were  $9-10  million.  A  con¬ 
sultant  firm  retained  by  the  Global 
Ministries  board  estimated  the 
costs  at  $  1 4- 1 5  million. 

The  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr. 
(North  Texas  conference),  speaking 
against  the  pro-move  report,  said  he 
did  so  “primarily  because  I’m  sus¬ 
picious — particularly  of  church  in¬ 
stitutions  that  want  to  move  out  of 
our  cities. 

“I  feel  I  have  seen  this  movie,” 
said  Dr.  Holmes,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  Community  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dallas.  “I’ve  seen 
us  pick  up  and  move  when  the 
neighborhood  changes.  I’ve  seen  us 
pick  up  and  move  when  the  pastor 
changes  . . .  But  when  we  get  there, 
the  first  people  we  are  going  to  meet 
are  ourselves.  We  cannot  solve  our 
problem  by  running.” 

'Board  out  of  touch' 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Lippse  (Hol- 
ston  conference)  said,  “The  issue  is 
balance — it  is  accountability  to  the 
church. 

“The  board  simply  has  become 
callous  and  out  of  touch,"  said  Mr. 
Lippse,  of  Johnson  City,  Tenn.  “I 
don’t  know  any  way  to  amend  it  but 
to  reform.” 


Mark  represents  the  future. 

A  high  school  senior,  Mark  wants  to 
attend  a  United  Methodist  college  after  he 
graduates.  But  he  is  uncertain  about  his 
future  plans  because  the  average  under¬ 
graduate  education  will  cost  S30.800, 

Mark  and  others  like  him  have  the 
potential  to  change  the  world.  You  have 
an  opportunity  to  help  through  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education. 

For  27  years,  people  like  you  have 
supported  United  Methodist  higher  edu¬ 
cation  programs  such  as  loans  and  schol¬ 


arships  for  students  through  the 
Foundation. 

If  you  are  interested  in  leaving  your 
mark  on  the  world,  contact  us  for  free 
information  about  the  Foundation's  pro¬ 
grams.  Call  President  Raymond 
Devery  at  (6151  340-7385,  or  write  to 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education,  P.O,  Box 
871,  Nashville.  Tennessee  37202-0871. 
(UNITED 
METHODIST 
Ic  FOUNDATION 
FOR  CHRISTIAN 

1  ▼  HIGHER  EDUCATION 


Church's  stance  on 
abortion  sustained 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— In  five 
separate  actions,  1992  General 
Conference  delegates  sustained 
the  church’s  stance  on  abortion 
with  the  single  addition  of  an  un¬ 
contested  amendment  to  the 
Book  of  Discipline. 

During  a  temperate  one  and 
one-half  hour  debate  of  abortion- 
related  matters  on  the  assembly’s 
last  day,  delegates: 

■  Rejected  efforts  to  amend  a 
resolution  entitled  “Responsible 
Parenthood.”  First  adopted  by 
the  church’s  1976  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  resolution  supports 
“the  legal  right  to  abortion  as  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  1973  Supreme 
Court  decision”; 

■  Voted  down  a  petition  to  in¬ 
clude  the  “Durham  Declara¬ 
tion” — a  document  that  opposes 
abortion  on  theological  grounds — 
in  official  church  statements  re¬ 
garding  abortion; 

■  Rejected  a  petition  calling 
for  the  church  to  support  a  fe¬ 
tus’s  “right  to  be  bom”; 

■  Narrowly  defeated  by  a  448- 
485  vote  a  petition  calling  for 
discontinuation  of  church  sup¬ 
port,  monetary  and  in  kind,  for 
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the  Religious  Coalition  on  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights. 

Following  the  vote,  delegates  ap¬ 
proved  a  motion  by  the  Rev.  Philip 
R.  Granger  (North  Indiana  confer¬ 
ence)  requesting  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  church’s  “supreme  court,” 
to  rale  on  whether  support  of  the 
coalition  is  consistent  with  the 
church’s  official  stance  on  abortion 
in  the  constitution.  The  “court” 
will  decide  the  issue  in  October. 

The  coalition’s  stated  purpose 
is  to  lobby  on  behalf  of  numerous 
religious  groups  against  govern¬ 
ment  regulation  of  the  decision 
to  have  an  abortion. 

Opponents  of  the  coalition  ar¬ 
gued  that  it  supports  abortion 
“on  demand"  and  therefore  is  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  stance. 

Also,  acting  via  the  “consent 
calendar”  (a  group  of  petitions  of¬ 
fered  for  adoption  without  de¬ 
bate),  delegates: 

■  Approved  the  addition  of  a 
sentence  to  Book  of  Discipline 
paragraph  71.G,  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial  stance  on  abortion.  The  new 
sentence  calls  on  the  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  “nurturing  ministries”  both  to 
women  who  have  abortions  and  to 
women  who  give  birth. 
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Review^ 

'City  of  Joy'  examines  values 
central  to  survival  in  urban  India 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

The  movie,  “City  of  Joy,”  has 
more  values  enunciated  per  frame 
than  many  films  put  together. 

But  unfortunately  it  has  one  of 
the  most  wooden  and  melodramatic 
scripts.  Every  good  thought  and 
deed — and  misdeed — sparks  a 
statement. 

Or  to  put  it  another  way,  people 
talk  at  one  another,  as  few  opportu¬ 
nities  are  lost  to  put  in  leaden  words 
to  anchor  down  obvious  messages. 

Nevertheless,  the  film  may  be 
worth  it  for  what  it  does  say  and  do. 

“City  of  Joy”  is  about  a  poor 
family — a  father  (Om  Puri)  and 
mother,  daughter  and  two  small 
sons.  The  father  brings  them  all 
along  to  seek  work  in  one  of  India’s 
teeming  cities.  The  devotion  of  the 
family  members  to  one  another  and 
the  cohesiveness  of  the  family  are 
strongly  underscored. 

Enter  Patrick  Swayze  as  Max,  a 
young  American  doctor.  He’s  given 
up  on  his  profession  (it  seems  he 
couldn’t  save  the  life  of  a  little  girl 
at  one  time).  He  is  in  India  to 
search  for  his  soul  and  roots  but  is 
fed  up  to  his  neck  with  gurus  and 
shows  it  by  trashing  their  literature 
in  an  ashcan. 

In  the  early  going,  he  is  brutally 
mugged.  Barely  escaping  with  his 
life,  he  is  nursed  back  to  health  by 
Joan  (Pauline  Collins),  a  free-wheel¬ 
ing  head  of  an  independent  rag-bail 
clinic.  She  is  somewhat  overweight 
and  homely  and  a  welcome  charac¬ 
ter  casting  compared  to  how  Holly¬ 
wood  usually  casts  such  roles.  So  we 
have  superstar,  handsome  Patrick 
Swayze  developing  an  implied  ro- 


Patrick  Swayze  plays  an  American  doctor  who  finds  a  new  commitment  to  lite  in  one  or  me  poorest  quarters 
of  Calcutta  in  "City  of  Joy."  The  doctor  forms  deep  friendships  with  the  community's  struggling  families. 


mance  interest  in  someone  who  is 
not  Miss  America  calibre. 

Also  at  the  outset  of  the  movie, 
the  father  and  his  family  are  conned 
out  of  their  meager  funds  by  a  man 
who  pretends  to  give  them  lodging; 
the  empty  domicile  belongs  to  an¬ 
other  family  who  is  away  but  soon 
returns. 

There  are  altruistic  values  galore, 
as  “St.  Joan,”  as  she  is  sometimes 


referred  to,  and  her  self-help  clinic 
serve  the  poor  and  try  to  serve  the 
lepers.  By  reaching  out  to  the  lepers, 
the  clinic  is  stormed  by  hordes  who 
think  their  “neighborhood”  is  going 
down  the  drain. 

But  with  all  this  uplifting  empha¬ 
sis  and  preachments  on  what  is 
right  and  good  and  the  dramatizing 
also  of  what  is  wrong  in  society, 
there  are  also  political,  democratic 


and  social  values  to  ponder. 

The  movie  eventually  settles 
down  to  the  efforts  of  Joan’s  com¬ 
munity  to  survive.  Main  problem: 
It  must  pay  for  protection  along 
with  others  to  a  brutal  local  mob. 

One  of  the  “godfather's”  sons  is 
particularly  brutal.  Because  of  his 
excesses,  viewers  need  to  be  warned 
that  this  movie  has  a  “PG-13  Par¬ 
ents  Strongly  Cautioned.” 


St.  Odile:  a  blind  child 
who  saw  tomorrow 


By  JOHN).  DUNNE 

"A  terrible  conqueror  who  will 
come  from  the  banks  of  the  Dan¬ 
ube,  who,  in  turn,  will  have  his 
own  country  invaded 

The  above  words  have  been 
seen  by  many  as  presaging  the 
coming  of  Adolf  Hitler,  yet  they 
were  written  long  before  the 
1930s. 

In  fact  they  are  attributed  to 
St.  Odile,  who  lived  in  the  7th 
century,  and  form  one  of  the 
amazing  items  in  a  long  list  of 
prophesies  made  by  her. 

Today  she  is  remembered  on 
Mount  St.  Odile,  the  site  of  her 
childhood  home  overlooking  the 
great  plains  of  Strasbourg  and 
the  lower  Rhine.  In  the  abbey 
there,  the  strange  words  she 
wrote  so  long  ago  are  treated 
with  special  reverence. 

Odile  was  bom  in  660  of  noble 
parents.  Her  home,  built  impos¬ 
ingly  on  the  site  of  a  Roman  vil¬ 
la,  was,  in  fact,  a  most  impressive 
ducal  court.  Her  father,  Adalric, 
was  Duke  of  Alsace. 

Odile’s  early  years  were 
clouded  with  unhappiness. 

She  was  bom  blind.  Her  father, 
who  badly  desired  a  son  to  inher¬ 
it  his  considerable  wealth  and 
possessions,  ordered  she  be  put 
to  death. 

A  secret  birth 

Odile’s  mother  pleaded  fierce¬ 
ly  with  her  husband  to  spare 
their  baby  girl’s  life.  Adalric 
yielded  to  his  wife’s  pressure.  He 
agreed  to  spare  her  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  that  her  birth  be  kept  a  strict 
secret. 

The  blind  little  girl,  conse¬ 
quently,  was  secretly  placed  in 
the  care  of  an  old  friend  of  her 
mother  at  nearby  Scherwiller. 

After  a  few  years  in  her  foster 
home,  Odile  was  taken  to  a  con¬ 
vent  in  Burgundy  where  an  aunt 
was  abbess. 


She  was  born  blind. 
Her  father,  who  badly 
desired  a  son  to  inherit 
his  considerable  wealth 
and  possessions, 
ordered  she  be  put  to 
death. 

She  was  promptly  baptized 
and  given  the  name  Odile  in  the 
presence  of  the  local  bishop. 

When  the  ceremony  was  over, 
the  bishop  blessed  her  and  prayed 
that  she  be  given  the  gift  of  sight. 
Almost  at  once,  the  story  goes,  her 
sight  was  restored. 

When  Odile  was  1 5,  her  mother 
wanted  to  bring  her  home.  Her 
brother  surmounted  many  dangers 
to  travel  to  Palma  and  fetch  her. 

A  furious  father 

The  two  returned  safely  home, 
only  to  find  that  their  father  was 
furious  with  his  son  for  bringing 
Odile  back.  He  was  persuaded  by 
his  wife  to  allow  her  to  remain  at 
home  on  the  condition  that  she 
hide  from  all  visitors. 

Soon  Odile  became  distraught 
over  the  terrible  conditions  of 
the  poor  families  in  the  area. 

She  braved  the  wrath  of  her  fa¬ 
ther  to  plead  for  some  flour, 
which  she  distributed  among  the 
starving  families  in  the  palace 
neighborhood. 

At  first  Adalric  was  furious  but 
when  he  saw  how  intense  his 
daughter  was  in  her  concern  for 
the  poor,  his  heart  was  touched 
and  his  attitude  toward  her  was 
completely  transformed. 

He  gave  her  a  castle  and  lands 
at  Hohenbourg  where  she  found¬ 
ed  her  first  convent  for  women  in 
Alsace.  It  would  eventually  be 
known  as  the  Convent  of  St. 
Odile. 


What  you  really  need  is  a  'time-out'! 

New  interest  in  spiritual  renewal  fills  monastic  retreats:  want  to  go? 


In  St.  Benedict's  time,  monasteries  welcomed 
travelers  and  religious  pilgrims;  13  centuries  later, 
religious  communities  still  welcome  guests — those 
seeking  spiritual  renewal  and  refreshment,  a  space 
of  solitude  and  a  time  of  quiet. 


By  SISTER  MARY  WINIFRED 

Hospitality  has  long  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  attribute  of  monastic 
life. 

In  St.  Benedict’s  time,  monas¬ 
teries  welcomed  travelers  and  reli¬ 
gious  pilgrims;  13  centuries  later, 
religious  communities  still  welcome 
guests — those  seeking  spiritual  re¬ 
newal  and  refreshment,  a  space  of 
solitude  and  a  time  of  quiet. 

To  meet  an  increasing  interest  in 
spiritual  growth,  many  religious 
communities  now  offer  programs  in 
addition  to  accommodations. 

Many  of  the  retreat  centers  in  the 
United  States  are  under  the  direction 
of  Roman  Catholic  or  Episcopal  reli¬ 
gious  orders.  There  are  also  several 
inter-denominational  facilities. 

Retreat  centers  meet  a  variety  of 
needs  and  interests.  The  sketches 
presented  below  are  a  beginning: 

Shalom  Prayer  Center;  Mt.  Angel, 
Ore. — This  center  is  a  ministry  of 
Queen  of  Angels  Monastery,  where 
the  Roman  Catholic  Benedictine 
Sisters  provide  a  place  for  prayer 
and  peace. 

The  center  is  in  a  rural  setting 
and  offers  programs  and  workshops 
as  well  as  private  and  directed  re¬ 


treats. 

Guests  may  stay  for  any  pre-ar¬ 
ranged  length  of  time.  Three  meals 
are  served  each  day.  A  library,  large 
meeting  room  and  30-acre  monas¬ 
tery  grounds  are  available  to  guests. 

The  center  sponsors  month-long 
retreats  and  15-week  sabbatical  ses¬ 
sions.  Programs  scheduled  for  1992 
include  “Befriending  the  Earth,” 
“A  Mystic  Sampler,"  and  “Mother¬ 
hood:  An  Invitation  from  God.” 

More  information  is  available  by 
writing  Shalom  Prayer  Center,  840 
S.  Main  Street,  Mt.  Angel,  Ore. 
97362.  Phone  503/845/6773. 

St.  Augustine’s  House:  Oxford, 
Mich.— Operated  by  the  Servants 
of  Christ  and  the  only  Lutheran 
monastery  in  the  United  States,  St. 
Augustine’s  House  is  open  to  all 
Christians. 


Guests  share  meals  and  worship 
services  with  the  community;  coun¬ 
seling  and  confession  are  available. 

The  setting  is  rural.  Both  short¬ 
term  and  long-term  (one  to  six 
months)  guests  are  welcome.  More 
information  is  available  by  writing 
St.  Augustine’s  House,  P.  O.  Box 
125,  Oxford,  Mich.  48371.  Phone 
313/628/5155. 

The  Abbey  Retreat;  Subiaco, 
Ark. — The  Abbey  Retreat,  also 
known  as  Coury  House,  is  under  the 
direction  of  Roman  Catholic  Bene¬ 
dictine  monks.  This  center  is  able  to 
house  more  than  50  guests. 

Spacious  grounds,  a  swimming 
pool,  tennis  and  basketball  courts  and 
an  all  weather  track  are  available. 

The  guest  house  includes  a  cha¬ 
pel,  meeting  rooms  and  a  library. 
Three  meals  are  served  each  day. 


Coury  House  offers  both  private 
and  directed  retreats.  More  infor¬ 
mation  is  available  from  Coury 
House,  New  Subiaco  Abbey,  Su¬ 
biaco,  Ark.  72865.  Phone  501/934/ 
4411. 

The  Grail:  Cornwall-on-Hudson, 

N.Y. — The  Grail  is  not  sponsored 
by  a  religious  community,  but  is  a 
“movement  of  women  committed 
to  spiritual  search,  social  transfor¬ 
mation  and  the  release  of  women’s 
creative  energy  throughout  the 
world.” 

The  Grail  can  house  24  guests; 
guests  prepare  their  own  meals  or 
arrange  meals  through  local  cater¬ 
ers.  No  directed  retreats  are  offered. 
Groups  provide  their  own  structure. 

Also  at  The  Grail,  is  The  Hermit¬ 
age,  a  space  for  individual  solitude. 
The  Grail,  located  in  the  Hudson 
Valley,  is  surrounded  by  meadows, 
forests  and  hiking  trails. 

More  information  is  available 
from  The  Grail,  119  Duncan  Ave., 
Box  475,  Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
N.Y.  12520.  Phone  914/534/8495. 

Sister  Mary  Winifred  is  director  of 
St.  Cuthbert's  Retreat  House  in 
Brewster,  N.Y. 


BJ 


Classes 
begin  at 
Africa 
University 

OLD  MUTARE,  Zimbabwe— 
About  four  years  after  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
voted  to  start  a  church  col¬ 
lege  in  Zimbabwe,  the  first 
classes  begin  at  Africa  Uni¬ 
versity.  The  school  opened 
last  March  with  40  students 
in  classrooms  renovated  by 
United  Methodist  mission 
volunteers  from  around  the 
world.  H.H.K.  Bhila,  African 
studies  professor,  instructs 
one  of  the  first  classes.  The 
campus  is  the  only  United- 
Methodist  related  college  on 
the  continent. 


History  of  Hymns 
Communion  hymn  altered 

In  the  hymn,  originally  in  eight 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

For  the  beauty  of  the  earth, 

For  the  glory  of  the  skies, 

For  the  love  which  from  our  birth 
Over  and  around  us  lies; 

Christ,  our  God,  to  thee  we  raise 
This  our  sacrifice  of  praise. 

Written  in  1864  by  Folliot  S. 
Pierpoint,  the  hymn  was  designed 
for  use  in  the  Communion  Service 
of  the  Church  of  England.  In  some 
hymnals  the  final  two  lines  have 
been  altered  to  read  Lord  of  all,  to 
thee  we  raise,  This  our  hymn  of 
grateful  praise. 

While  the  alteration  was  intended 
to  make  the  hymn  more  usable  in 
general  praise,  it  changed  the  con¬ 
cept  of  Pierpoint’s  poem.  What  he 
was  saying  was  that  since  Christ  was 
sacrificed  for  us,  and  the  Commu¬ 
nion  Service  reenacts  this  deed, 
then  our  praise  is  a  return  sacrifice 
to  God. 


stanzas,  Pierpoint  lists  many  things 
that  evoked  his  “sacrifice  of 
praise” — objects  of  nature,  family 
members  and  friends,  the  senses, 
emotions,  and  the  church. 

Born  in  Bath,  England,  Pierpoint 
was  educated  at  Queen’s  College, 
Cambridge  University,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1857.  For  a  while  he  taught 
classical  literature  at  Somerset  Col¬ 
lege,  then  spent  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  traveling  and  writing. 

“Dix,”  the  tune  most  frequently 
used  for  singing  Pierpoint’s  hymn, 
is  based  on  a  German  chorale  tune 
of  unknown  source.  It  appeared  in  a 
collection  of  tunes  published  in 
Stuttgart,  Germany,  in  1838. 

The  hymn  tune  version  was  made 
by  William  H.  Monk  for  the  English 
Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern,  1861, 
and  has  been  widely  used  in  En¬ 
gland  and  America  ever  since. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Rock  of  Ages" 


Dear  Deborah 

'My  sister's  being  abused...' 


Dear  Deborah, 

I  believe  my  sister  is  being  abused 
by  her  husband,  physically  as  well 
as  with  words.  Her  children  act  pet¬ 
rified.  We  try  to  support  her  and  tell 
her  we  love  her  and  urge  her  to 
leave.  There  is  a  shelter  here  in  the 
city  and  they  are  always  having  pro¬ 
grams  about  women  who  need  help. 
But  my  sister  will  not  go  and  begs 
us  not  to  come  over. 

We  refuse  to  be  intimidated  by 
him  and  go  over  any  way.  He  just 
walks  out  of  the  room.  But  right 
away  she  asks  us  to  leave.  If  we 
don’t  she  starts  to  cry.  When  we  ask 
why  she  cries  she  says  she  wants  us 
to  leave.  We  try  to  tell  her  we  are 
not  afraid  of  him  and  she  does  not 
have  to  be  either.  She  just  keeps 
saying  we  have  to  leave  now.  So 
then  we  do,  but  we  go  back  again  in 
a  few  days.  We  will  not  give  him  the 
satisfaction  of  staying  away. 

We  are  good  Christian  people 
and  we  are  really  upset  that  she  will 
not  leave.  What  else  can  we  do? 

Julie 

Dear  Julie, 

So  you  are  good  Christian  people 
are  you?  You  won  ’l  be  intimidated  so 
you  keep  going  over.  Have  you  ever 
thought  of  what  happens  each  time 
after  you  leave?  Why  in  the  world  do 
you  think  she  keeps  asking  you  to 


leave?  She  and  her  children  are  in 
more  danger  every  time  you  go 
there.  That  cannot  possibly  help  her. 

If  you  will  slop  thinking  about 
your  own  pride  and  consider  your 
sister,  you  can  do  three  things. 

First,  pray  for  your  own  under¬ 
standing  and  God’s  perspective;  sec¬ 
ond,  go  to  the  library  and  read 
everything  you  can  about  abuse  and 
the  psychological  paralysis  that 
many  women  experience  so  that 
they  can  no  longer  protect  them¬ 
selves,  and  third,  go  to  the  shelter 
and  tell  them  the  situation  and  ask 
them  to  teach  you  how  to  help  her 
without  putting  her  in  more  danger 
until  she  finds  a  way  to  get  out. 

Christians  or  anyone  else  who 
think  they  know  what  is  best  for 
someone  else  can  do  a  lot  more 
harm  than  they  ever  dream,  and 
with  the  best  intentions  too.  Please 
learn  all  you  can  and  pray  all  you 
can  and  do  not  put  her  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  in  any  more  danger  than  they 
already  are. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  “ Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 
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Methodist  Hospital  Establishes 
Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund 


"After  a  time,  my  friends  and  I  stopped  talking  about  my  illness  and  the 
other  changes  in  my  life,  but  it  was  always  there  . .  .  People,  close  to  me. 
when  explaining  their  problems,  would  begin  to  see,  as  I  did,  that  they  really 
weren  l  important.  A  few  of  them  even  told  me  7  handled  my  problems  easi¬ 
er  knowing  what  you  have  been  through,  ’  Those  are  the  words  that  give  my 
life  meaning.  " 


Methodist  Hospital  recently  es¬ 
tablished  the  Jonathan  Nelson  Can¬ 
cer  Fund  to  assist  the  Methodist 
Cancer  Center  in  carrying  the 
Methodist  Hospital  mission  to  the 
people  and  the  community  served. 

For  those  who  knew  him,  youth¬ 
ful  Jonathan  Nelson  greeted  every¬ 
one  with  a  smile.  His  positive 
attitude  about  life  made  one  feel 
better,  and  he  was  admired  for  that. 
Having  a  wonderful  time  with 
friends  and  family  became  the  most 
valuable  things  in  the  world  to  him. 
“If  perspective  was  a  gift,”  Jona¬ 
than  said,  “then,  I  have  received  it, 
and  I  am  thankful.” 

His  mother,  Chaplain  Judy  Nel¬ 
son,  encouraged  her  son  as  she  had 
so  ministered  many  times  to  the 
sick  of  Methodist  Hospital. 

Jonathan  was  one  of  the  first  pa¬ 
tients  to  utilize  the  treatment  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  Methodist  Cancer 
Center.  After  many  years  of  fighting 
Hodgkin’s  disease,  he  lost  his  battle 
at  the  age  of  22.  But,  his  courage 
and  positive  spirit  will  live  on  in  the 
hearts  of  us  all  through  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  “Jonathan  Nelson 
Cancer  Fund.” 

Constructed  in  1988  and  expand¬ 
ed  in  1991  to  meet  the  ever  growing 
needs  of  the  community,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Cancer  Center  was  developed 
to  serve  the  residents  of  New  Or- 


—  Jonathan  Nelson 

Cancer  Survivor's  Day,  1989 
leans  and  the  Gulf  Coast  area  as 
well  as  to  assist  with  the  high  inci¬ 
dence  of  cancer  in  Louisiana.  The 
Center  works  to  enhance  the  lives  of 
patients  and  their  families  in  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  comfort,  convenience 
and  privacy. 

Advances  in  the  field  of  diagnosis 
and  treatment  are  occurring  almost 
daily.  In  addition  to  the  compre¬ 
hensive  cancer  diagnosis  and  treat¬ 
ment  programs,  the  Center  also 
provides  health  screenings  and  edu¬ 
cational  programs  to  aid  patients 
and  their  families  in  dealing  with 
the  emotional  issues  involved  in  liv¬ 
ing  with  cancer. 

Completing  the  Cancer  Center’s 
comprehensive  medical,  chemo¬ 
therapy  and  radiation  treatment, 
the  facility  also  participates  in  sev¬ 
eral  nationally  recognized  pro¬ 
grams,  such  as  the  Louisiana 
National  Bone  Marrow  Donor  Pro¬ 
gram,  National  Cancer  Survivor’s 
Day  and  the  American  Cancer  Soci¬ 
ety’s  “I  Can  Cope”  educational  se¬ 
ries  to  assist  the  patient  and  family 
members. 

The  Methodist  Cancer  Center 
also  participates  in  the  clinical  re¬ 
search  trials  of  the  National  Surgi¬ 
cal  Adjuvant  Breast  and  Bowel 
Project,  the  National  Cancer  Insti¬ 
tute,  and  the  North  Central  Oncolo¬ 
gy  Group  Research  Project. 


Over  200  attended  the  kick-off. 


Methodist  Hospital  President  Frederick  C.  Young,  Jr„  addresses  th« 
attendees  at  the  recent  kick-off  of  the  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancel 
Fund. 


NELSON  FUND  OFF  TO  A  ROLLING  START 


Cadence  Against  Cancer,  the  first 
Methodist  Hospital  cycling  benefit 
for  the  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer 
Fund,  was  held  in  Abita  Springs. 

The  non-competitive  bike  ride 
provided  riders  with  a  choice  of  dis¬ 


tance  challenges.  “Cyclists  were 
able  to  choose  a  course  of  25,  30, 
40,  or  50  miles  and  ride  at  their 
own  pace,”  says  Assistant  Director 
of  Personnel  Andrew  Finn,  who  co¬ 
ordinated  the  special  event. 


Methodist  Cancer  Center. 


Chaplain  Judy 
Nelson  (center), 
and  other  family 
members  of  Jon¬ 
athan  Nelson, 
and  Walter 
Christensen 
(right)  prepare 
for  the  official 
cake-cutting 
ceremony. 


“Cadence  Against  Cancer  was  the 
first  fundraising  event  for  the  Jona¬ 
than  Nelson  Cancer  Fund,  which 
was  formally  announced  at  a  recep¬ 
tion  on  April  13th,  Jonathan’s  birth 
date,”  adds  Director  of  Develop¬ 


ment  Leif  Pedersen. 

The  occasion  also  marked  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  Sue  Christensen  Garden 
of  Life,  in  memory  of  a  long-time 
Methodist  Hospital  volunteer  and 
Charter  Member  of  the  Auxiliary. 


Walter  Christensen,  husband  of  Sue,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W. 
Christensen  at  the  Sue  Christensen  Garden  of  Life. 


JONATHAN  NF.LSOH 
CAJVCER  FUHtT 


Plaques,  such  as  the  one  for  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church, 
were  placed  in  recognition  of  Methodist  Churches  which  donated 
•to  the  Reflection  Walk  area  at  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center. 


SUE  CHRISTENSEN 
GARDEN  OF  LIFE 


The  Sue  Christensen  Garden  of 
Life,  which  will  wind  through  the 
specially  landscaped  segment  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Methodist  Cancer 
Center,  is  another  area  to  which  do¬ 
nations  benefit. 

Kathryn  Sue  Johnson  Christen¬ 
sen  was  a  lady  everyone  admired 
and  loved.  She  dedicated  her  life  to 
helping  others,  always  finding  the 
time  to  care  for  people  and  help 
those  in  need.  Sue  volunteered  for 
many  community  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Auxiliary,  of  which  she  was  a  Char¬ 
ter  Member.  For  over  20  years,  she 
served  in  various  capacities,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Auxiliary  Board  and  worked 
.on  numerous  fundraising  events  to 
provide  for  the  patients  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  Methodist  Hospital.  She 
continued  to  serve  even  as  an  out¬ 
patient  at  the  Methodist  Cancer 
Center. 

In  1990,  she  lost  her  battle  with 
cancer.  Sue,  as  she  was  known,  was 
like  the  beauty  of  the  flowers  she  so 
loved,  serving  as  a  member  of  many 
area  garden  clubs.  But,  her  hope  to 
live  a  long  and  happy  life  will  al¬ 
ways  be  evident  in  the  daffodil,  the 
flower  of  hope,  which  will  fill  the 
Garden  of  Life. 

Patients  utilizing  chemotherapy 
treatment  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
peacefulness  of  the  Garden  and  the 
Fountain  of  Hope,  made  possible 
by  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care.  A  part  of  the  Hospital’s  Re¬ 
flection  Walk,  the  Garden  will 
house  a  special  gazebo  where  family 
members  and  patients  may  sit  to¬ 
gether  amongst  the  healing  power  of 
a  bright,  sunny  day. 

While  donations  of  any  amount 
are  both  appreciated  and  needed,  a 
special  recognition  program  has 
been  established  specifically  for 
congregations,  companies  and  indi¬ 
viduals  who  make  donations  of 
$1,000  or  more  through  gifts  or 
pledges  to  the  Jonathan  Nelson 
Cancer  Fund.  These  are  specially 


recognized  with  plaques  in  the  Re¬ 
flection  Walk  area  of  the  Methodist 
Cancer  Center.  Methodist  Hospital 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  the  following  donors  who 
currently  have  plaques  placed  in  the 
walkway: 

Cornerstone  United 
Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church 
Jefferson,  Louisiana 

Lake  Vista  United 
Methodist  Church 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  Chaplain’s  Office 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Squyres  United  Methodist  Church 
Ragley,  Louisiana 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Ruston,  Louisiana 

Donations  to  the  Fund  will  bene¬ 
fit  other  areas,  such  as  state-of-the- 
art  equipment,  educational 
programs  and  research.  If  you  have 
a  loved  one  or  special  friend  to 
whom  you  would  like  to  give  a  gift 
in  memory  of  or  in  honor  of,  you 
may  specify  which  area  means  the 
most  to  you. 

Whether  in  honor  of  a  loved  one, 
as  a  lasting  remembrance,  or  in 
thanksgiving,  a  gift  to  the  Jonathan 
Nelson  Cancer  Fund  will  forever  re¬ 
main  a  symbol  of  life  and  hope  ev¬ 
erlasting. 

For  additional  information  re¬ 
garding  making  a  contribution  to 
the  Jonathan  Nelson  Cancer  Fund, 
please  contact  the  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  Office  of  De¬ 
velopment  at  (504)  244-5950. 
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The  Real 
Meaning 
Of  'Conference' 


i  Wesley  understood  Christian  conference  to  be  a  means  of  grace. 


j  Wesley,  Conference  meant  Christians  “conferring”  with  mutual 
r  each  other  and  a  common  concern  to  share  Christ  in  the  world. 

i  coming  week,  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  be  in  ses- 
i  Shreveport.  We  will  hear  many  reports,  debate  significant  issues 
and  decide  some  priorities  for  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 


I  urge  you  to  join  me  in  prayer  for  the  Conference.  Let  us  pray  that  it 
might  be  a  means  of  grace  for  all  130,000  United  Methodists  in  our  state 
as  well  as  each  congregation.  Let  us  pray  for  our  pastors  that  they  also 
might  give  grace-filled  leadership  to  our  churches.  Let  us  pray  that  our 
laity  might  rise  up  as  the  renewed  people  of  God  to  lead  our  church  into 
a  new  millennium  of  witness  and  service. 

UXHIU& 


Ministers  Who  will  Retire 
To  Be  Honored  at  Conference 


“Well  done,  thou  good  and  faith¬ 
ful  servants ...” 

Thirteen  ministers  will  retire  at 
the  1991  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  A  Service  of 
Retirement  honoring  the  pastors 
will  be  held  Tuesday,  June  2,  7  p.m. 
in  First  UMC  Church,  Shreveport 
to  “celebrate  the  gifts  of  ministry.” 

Retirees  are  to  address  the  con¬ 
ference  at  10:45  a.m.  Wednesday  at 
the  session  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

To  retire  are  Hugh  Leon  Baker 
Jr.,  Henry  Clayton  Blount  Jr., 
Joseph  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.,  Wilson 
Hemingway  Brent,  Kenneth  B. 
Chapman,  Brady  Brock  Forman, 
Bob  Lee  Lawton,  Terral  Terpin 
Lowe,  Richard  Randolph  Meek, 
William  Edward  Parks  Sr.,  Ira  Mer¬ 
edith  Robinson,  Daniel  Wesley 
Tohline  and  Walter  Couvillion 
Worthy. 

The  retiring  clergy  will  be  wel- 


Brady  Brock  Bob  Lee  Lawton 
Forman 


William  Edward  |ra  Meredith 

Parks  Sr.  Robinson 


corned  to  the  Retired  Ministers 
Luncheon  Tuesday  at  noon  in  Noel 
Church,  Shreveport. 


Joseph  Henry  Wilson 

Bowdon  Jr.  Hemingway 


Brent 


Terral  Terpin  Richard 

Lowe  Randolph  Meek 


Daniel  Wesley  Walter 

Tohline  Couvillion 

Worthy 


June  Conference  Calendar 

June,  1992 

1-4 

Annual  Conference,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 

4-6 

District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  Training,  Centena- 

7-11 

ry  College 

Jurisdictional  Ecumenical  Missions  Conference  and 

9 

Church  Women  United,  Mount  Sequoyah 

Methodist  Children's  Home  Annual  Reunion  and  Home- 

9 

coming 

Moving  Day  for  Pastors  with  New  Appointments 

14 

Peace  With  Justice  Sunday 

17-21 

UMW  West  Gulf  Regional  School,  Baker  University, 

22-24 

Baldwin,  KS 

Bishops’  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah,  AR 

25-28 

The  Ashram,  Mount  Sequoyah 

26-July  1 

“Camp  Farthest  Out,”  Sponsored  by  Mount  Sequoyah 

26-July  5 

Jurisdictional  Conversational  Spanish,  Mount  Sequoyah 

Grass-Roots  Organization 
Of  Methodists  And  Others 
Fight  Casino  Gambling 


Munholland  UMC,  Metairie  and 
other  churches  and  individuals  in 
the  New  Orleans  area  are  conduct¬ 
ing  an  active  campaign  against 
land-based  casino  gambling. 

Members  have  written  letters  and 
talked  to  legislators.  They  urge  oth¬ 
ers,  even  those  in  other  parishes,  to 
do  so,  Sarah  Kreutziger  said.  «. 

She  has  testified  at  the  Jefferson 
Parish  City  Council  against  casino 
gambling.  She  said  the  Rev.  Percell 
Church  Sr.,  pastor  Phillips  Memori- 
al-Shaw  Temple  UMC  churches 
spoke  before  the  New  Orleans  City 
Council  apposing  casinos. 


The  Greater  New  Orleans  Feder¬ 
ation  of  Churches  and  Synagogues 
has  also  been  working  against  the 
passage  of  the  legislation. 

“Citizens  Against  Casino  Gam¬ 
bling”  is  a  grass-roots  organization, 
Kreutziger  said.  Those  opposing  it 
fear  the  changes  casino  gambling 
will  bring  to  New  Orleans  and  that 
it  will  spread  throughout  the  state. 

A  rally  held  in  New  Orleans  re¬ 
cently  was  attended  by  400  persons 
some  of  whom  carried  brooms  “to 
sweep  away  the  casino  gambling 
and  all  the  negative  influences  it 
will  bring  to  New  Orleans  and  the 
state.” 
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MAY  29,  1992 


Bishop  Sharon  Christopher,  Bishop  Oliphint 
And  Houston  Minister  of  Revitalized  Church 
Will  Address  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


One  of  the  three  women  bishops 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
Houston  minister  whose  church  has 
90  ministries  serving  the  communi¬ 
ty  around  the  church  and  a  soon-to- 
be  retiring  bishop  who  formerly 
served  in  Louisiana,  will  be  among 
featured  speakers  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  Bishop  Oden  will  preside. 

The  22nd  Session  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  Monday,  June  1,  to 
Thursday,  June  4,  at  Centenary 
College  and  First  UMC,  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  Conference  will  begin 
with  the  Memorial  and  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  Service  Monday  at  1:30 
p.m.  in  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome. 

Delegates  will  see  the  master  plan 
and  vote  on  a  proposal  to  finance  a 
centrally-located  Conference  Center 
for  Louisiana  United  Methodism 
on  400  acres.  The  property  is  in  the 
Kisatchie  National  Forest  near 
Woodworth,  south  of  Alexandria. 
Reports  of  other  Conference  activi¬ 
ties  and  issues  will  be  presented. 

The  next  phase  of  “Vision  2000,” 
Our  Conference  ministry  initiative, 
will  be  presented  for  consideration. 
The  presentation  will  include  plans 
for  the  1993-96  Quadrennium  that 
will  provide  assistance  and  recom¬ 
mendations  for  local  churches  in 
the  specific  areas  of  evangelism, 
worship,  Christian  education  and 
outreach  and  mission. 

Other  important  issues  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  include  the  proposed  for¬ 
mation  of  two  new  Conference 
boards  (Conference  Board  of 
Church  Extension  and  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Health  and  Human 
Welfare)  and  a  new  apportionment 
decimal  to  be  used  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  local  church  funding  of  Con¬ 
ference  ministries.  Other  major 
business  to  come  before  the  Annual 
Conference  is  the  election  of  laity 
and  clergy  to  Conference  councils, 
boards,  commissions  and  commit¬ 
tees  for  the  next  four  years. 

The  Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell, 
senior  pastor  of  Windsor  Village 
UMC  in  Houston,  will  preach  at  the 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 


Worship  Service  Monday  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  First  UMC  and  Tuesday  at 
the  8:30  a.m.  Hymn  Sing  and  Devo¬ 
tional  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Caldwell’s  church  is  involved  in 
over  90  ministries  serving  persons 
in  need  seven  days  a  week.  The 
church  operates  a  school,  book 
store,  food  pantry,  re-sale  clothing 
shop,  AIDS  ministry,  drug  abuse 
program  and  crisis  nursery  center. 

'Adopted'  Tenants 

Last  June,  the  church  “adopted” 
an  apartment  complex  and  its  ten¬ 
ants  providing  tutoring  for  stu¬ 
dents,  food  and  counseling. 

Under  his  leadership  since  1982, 
the  church  membership  has  grown 
from  a  membership  of  25  to  5,000 
while  average  worship  service  atten¬ 
dance  has  increased  from  12  to 
4,300. 

Bishop  Sharon  Ann  Brown  Chris¬ 
topher  will  speak  at  the  Service  of 
Ordination  Wednesday  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  First  UMC  and  at  the  Hymn  Sing 
and  Devotional  Thursday  at  8:30 
a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

A  native  of  Corpus  Christi,  TX, 
Bishop  Christopher  was  ordained 
an  elder  in  the  Wisconsin  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1972.  She  served  Wisconsin 
churches  in  towns  and  cities  includ¬ 
ing  Milwaukee  and  then  was  super¬ 


Calhoun  Builds;  Renames 
Asbury  To  Open  Structure 


Louisiana  Conference  continues 
its  growth.  Ground  is  being  broken 
for  a  new  church  in  Calhoun  and 
Asbury  UMC  in  Shreveport  will 
dedicate  a  multi-purpose  building. 

Calhoun  UMC  is  building  a  new 
church  to  be  called  Mount  Zion. 
The  structure  will  be  located  about 
two  miles  east  of  the  present  build¬ 
ing  on  US  Highway  80,  near  the  I- 
20/US  80  interchange,  the  Rev. 
Martin  W.  Corie,  pastor  said. 

Building  committee  members  are 
Herbert  Frazier,  Percy  Golson,  Bill 
Humble,  Elaine  Shivor,  Travis 
Woods  and  Ralph  Woodward. 

They  will  participate  in  a  ground¬ 


breaking  ceremony  Sunday,  May 
31,  at  2  p.m.  Officiating  will  be  the 
Ruston  District  Superintendent 
James  M.  Poole  and  the  pastor. 
Lunch-on-the-grounds  and  singing 
are  planned. 

New  address  of  the  church  will  be 
1010  US  80  East,  Calhoun,  LA 
71225. 

Several  conference  and  district 
officers  will  attend  the  opening  cele¬ 
bration  for  the  new  multi-purpose 
building  for  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossi¬ 
er  City. 

The  service  will  be  held  at  10:45 
a.m.  Sunday,  June  7.  The  pastor  is 

the  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun. 


Around  The 

Acadiana  District  office,  presided 
over  by  Superintendent  C.  Gerald 
Richardson,  has  moved  to  the  Or¬ 
leans  Place  Office  Complex,  Suite  # 
121,  Toulouse  Building,  850  Kaliste 
Saloom  Road,  Lafayette,  70508. 
The  phone  number  is  still  (318) 
235-2904. 

*  *  * 

“Former  pastors,  members,  fam¬ 
ily  and  friends  of  Hosston  UMC  are 
invited  to  join  in  celebrating  80 
years  of  love  and  sharing  on  Sun¬ 
day,  June  7,”  V.  Courtney  said.  Pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev.  Douglas 
E.  Milliron.  Registration  is  planned 
for  10:30  a.m.  for  the  anniversary 
service  and  the  worship  is  at  11 
a.m.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds  so  participants  will  wear 


Conference 

picnic  clothing. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne 
Quaid  will  celebrate  their  50th  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary  at  First  UMC, 
Homer,  on  Saturday,  June  13,  from 
2  to  4  p.m.  Church  members,  for¬ 
mer  church  members,  ministers  and 
other  friends  are  invited. 

*  *  * 

Over  30  young  people  and  adults 
from  University  UMC,  Lake 
Charles  participated  in  the  service 
project,  “Christmas  in  April.” 
Sponsored  by  the  Junior  League  of 
Lake  Charles,  it  was  a  community¬ 
wide  effort  to  repair  homes  of  the 
elderly  and  handicapped  in  the 
area.  Over  1 5  homes  were  repaired 
by  volunteers  from  area  businesses 
and  organizations. 


Bishop  Sharon  Christopher 


Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell 


intendent  of  the  Eastern  District  of 
the  state  for  five  years. 

She  became  assistant  to  Bishop 
David  Lawson  of  the  Wisconsin 
Area  in  1986,  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  1988  and  was  as¬ 
signed  as  resident  Bishop  of  the 
Minnesota  Area. 

Church  and  Society 

Bishop  Christopher  chairs  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety’s  Committee  on  Biblical  and 
Theological  Interpretation.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  governing  board  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Logsdon 
Christopher,  a  member  of  the  Wis¬ 
consin  Conference,  is  a  consultant 
in  adult  education  to  congregations 
in  Minnesota  and  throughout  the 
Midwest. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  speak 
during  the  Service  of  Retirement 
Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m.  in  First  UMC. 
He  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  will  be 
honored  with  a  reception  after  the 
service. 

Resident  bishop  of  the  Houston 
Area,  he  has  roots  both  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas.  Born  in  Hemphill,  TX., 
he  was  reared  in  Shreveport. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference  he 
served  as  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s,  New 
Orleans;  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe; 
First  UMC,  Alexandria  and  Uni¬ 
versity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  In 
1972  he  transferred  to  the  North 
Texas  Conference  and  became  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  Dallas. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1980,  he  presided  over  the  Kansas 
Area  for  four  years  and  was  then  as¬ 
signed  to  his  present  position. 

Former  Louisiana  Bishop 

Bishop  Oliphint  also  served  as 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area  from 
April  1987  to  September  1988. 

He  is  president  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  president  of  the  Commu¬ 
nications  Council  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  and  past  president  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Special  music  at  services  will  be 
presented  by  choirs,  musicians  and 
vocalists  of  the  Conference. 

The  agenda  for  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  business  sessions  and  worship 
services  (and  information  about 
other  speakers)  was  published  in 
last  week's  edition  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodist. 

CCOM  Luncheon 

An  organizational  luncheon  for 
the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  will  be  held  Thursday.  June  4, 


at  1  p.m.  in  Centenary  Room  of 
Centenary  Cafeteria.  Earlier  that 
day,  at  7  a.m.  the  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  Board  of  Trustees  will  meet  in 
the  same  place  for  breakfast. 

Other  special  conference  events 
are:  Monday,  June  1,  5:15  p.m. 
Centenary  Clergy  Alumni,  South 
Cafeteria,  Centenary  and  5:30  p.m. 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gath¬ 
ering  and  Sharing  Event.  St.  Luke’s 
UMC. 

Events  on  Tuesday,  June  2,  will 
be:  7  a.m.  Scarritt  Alumni  Break¬ 
fast,  Green  Room,  Centenary  Cafe¬ 
teria,  and  Cursillo  Annual  Reunion 
Breakfast.  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport;  7:05  a.m.  Board  of  La¬ 
ity  Breakfast,  South  Cafeteria,  Cen¬ 
tenary. 

Tuesday  Luncheons 

Also  on  Tuesday:  noon,  Town 
and  Country  Ministries  Luncheon. 
Green  Room,  Centenary  Cafeteria; 
noon,  lliff  Alumni  Luncheon, 
Ralph  and  Kacoo’s,  Bossier  City; 
noon.  Retired  Ministers’  Luncheon. 
Noel  UMC;  noon.  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts,  Centenary 
Room,  Centenary  Cafeteria;  12:30 
p.m.  CSRW  Luncheon,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  and  2:30  to  4  p.m..  Tea 
for  Ladies  of  the  Conference,  South 
Cafeteria,  Centenary. 

Four  individual  alumni  banquets 
will  be  held  at  5:30  p.m.  Tuesday  in 
First  UMC,  Shreveport.  Duke,  St. 
Paul.  Perkins  and  Candler. 

On  Wednesday,  June  3,  special 
events  are:  7  a.m.  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees  Breakfast,  Cha¬ 
teau;  noon.  The  Order  of  St.  Luke 
Luncheon  (friends  invited)  Shon- 
ey’s  Restaurant,  intersection  of 
Youree  and  Kings  Highway;  12:30 
p.m.  Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon. 
Noel  UMC;  12:30  p.m.  Luncheon 
for  Chaplains  and  Others  in  Special 
Appointments  Beyond  the  Local 
Church,  Centenary  Room,  Centena¬ 
ry  Cafeteria,  and  12:30  p.m.  United 
Methodist  Men  Luncheon,  South 
Cafeteria,  Centenary. 

Also  on  Wednesday:  1  to  3  p.m. 
Samuel  P.  Peters  Research  Center 
Coffee  to  honor  members  of  the 
Conference  and  guests,  Centenary 
College;  5  p.m.  Christian  Educa¬ 
tors'  Fellowship  Dinner,  Hunter 
Building,  First  UMC,  Shreveport; 
5:30  p.m.  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet, 
Centenary  Room,  Centenary  Cafe¬ 
teria;  5:30  p.m.  Gammon  Fellow¬ 
ship  Banquet,  Freeman  and  Harris 
Restaurant,  and  9  p.m.  Ordinand 
Reception,  First  UMC,  Shreveport. 


Peace  With  Justice  Materials 


Plan  now  to  observe  Peace 
With  Justice  Sunday,  June  14, 
and  to  collect  an  offering  for 
projects  that  work  for  harmony 
and  justice  among  all  of  God’s 
people,  Dr.  Hilda  C.  Arndt, 
urges.  She  is  Conference  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  observance. 

Posters,  bulletin  inserts  and 
worship  materials  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  free  in  quantity  from  the 


Peace  With  Justice  Office,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  Call  (202)  488-5647,  or 
write:  Robin  Ringer,  Program 
Associates,  100  Marilyn  NE, 
Washington,  D.C.,  20002. 

Free  offering  envelopes  are 
available  from  UM  Communica¬ 
tions,  Nashville,  by  calling  (615) 
742-5110. 
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Editorial 


My  Witness= 


God  said:  'Let  there  be  light' — BANG!  We  need  healing  prayers 

0  ***  ^  •  By  KATHLEEN  P.  KUNZELMAN  — - - ; - — - 


Science  and  technology  converged 
recently  in  a  poetic  and  even  pro¬ 
phetic  description  of  distant  clouds 
that  scientists  say  confirm  the  “big 
bang”  theory  oflife’s  origin. 

According  to  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia  physicist  Joel  Primack,  the  clouds 
are  “the  handwriting  of  God.” 

Wow! 

Who  could  have  anticipated  such 
a  “theo-poetic"  description  of  what 
scientists  are  calling  “one  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  discoveries  of  the  century” — 
from  scientists! 

Dr.  Primack  isn’t  alone  in  his  use 
of  God-language  to  talk  about  the 
discovery  of  clouds  or  “ripples”  in 
the  radiation  of  outer  space.  The 
ripples  provide  long-hoped-for  evi¬ 
dence  of  how  an  ancient  explo¬ 
sion— a  “big  bang” — produced 
matter  that  eventually  clumped  to¬ 
gether  to  form  stars  and  galaxies. 

Added  Dr.  George  Smoot,  lead 
astronomer  at  California's  Law¬ 
rence  Berkeley  Laboratory  where 
the  discovery  was  made:  “If  you’re 
religious,  it's  like  looking  at  God.” 

Indeed,  the  theory  that  the  find¬ 
ing  supports — that  creation  started 
with  a  “big  bang”  or  explosive  flash 
of  matter — sounds  strikingly  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  corresponding  biblical  ac¬ 
count:  “And  God  said,  ‘Let  there  be 
light’  ”  (Genesis  1:3). 

We  applaud  the  willingness  by  re¬ 
spected  scientists  to  mention  God 
openly  in  the  same  breath  with  a 
major  scientific  breakthrough.  This 
is  a  refreshing  contrast  with  fre¬ 


quent  less-than-open  acknowledg¬ 
ment  or  even  denial  that  religion 
and  science  are  complementary 
ways  of  construing  reality. 

Countless  scientists  are  people  of 
faith.  Nevertheless,  it  requires  cour¬ 
age  to  risk  using  religious  language 
that  “respectable”  scientists  typical¬ 
ly  avoid  on  the  premise  that  doing 
so  would  be  viewed  as  naive  or  dis¬ 
crediting. 

Surely  the  time  is  long  past,  how¬ 
ever,  when  astronomers  or  biologists 
or  physicists  should  be  discredited 
or  even  ostracized  for  openly  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  reality  of  God. 

Likewise,  theologians  and  ethi- 
cists  need  not  apologize  for  using 
insights  from  the  world  of  science 
that  throw  light  on  life’s  spiritual 
and  moral  dimensions. 

Even  so,  the  secular  mindset  of 
our  times  makes  it  premature  to  de¬ 
clare  the  end  of  the  age-old  science 
versus  religion  debate  regarding 
which  of  the  two  has  a  superior  per¬ 
ception  of  reality. 

But  findings  of  “ripples”  in  space  in 
which  even  their  scientists-discoverers 
detect  the  “handwriting  of  God”  are 
an  assuring  sign  that  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  of  all  things — perceptions  and 
people — is  indeed  the  will  of  God. 

In  the  face  of  recent  news  about 
the  world’s  lack  of  reconciliation — 
from  race  riots  in  the  U.S.  to  a  bru¬ 
tal  civil  war  in  former  Yugoslavia — 
such  a  prophetic  sign,  almost  literal¬ 
ly  from  outer  space,  surely  is  cause 
for  wonder  and  thanksgiving. 
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Neither  scientists  nor  theologians  need  apologize  for  using  insights 
from  science,  such  as  this  depiction  of  the  “Big  Bang"  theory,  that 
throw  light  on  life's  spiritual  and  moral  dimensions. 


"My  house  shall  be  called  a  house 
of prayer"(  Luke  19:46). 

The  leader  of  a  recent  workshop 
on  prayer  which  I  attended  stressed 
that  God  is  deeply  concerned  with 
our  pain,  not  just  our  sins.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  he  said,  the  church  in  its  prayer 
life  needs  to  reflect  upon  the  un¬ 
healed  wounds  of  its  people. 

I  agree. 

Several  months  ago  I  was  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  in  a  local  United  Methodist 
Church. 

At  one  of  our  regular  meetings  I 
suggested  the  importance  of  prayer 
as  an  undergirding  discipline. 

Immediately,  the  chairperson 
asked,  “What  committee  would  that 
fall  under?” 

Finally,  when  no  answer  was 
forthcoming,  the  question  was  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  pastor  who  responded 
by  saying,  “I  suppose  it  would  fall 
under  worship,  would  it  not?” 

This  made  me  realize  that  we 
have  become  too  “busy,  busy”  with 
other  things  and,  as  a  result,  have 
confined  prayer  to  our  worship  life. 

How  can  we  who  call  ourselves 
United  Methodists  believe  that  our 
service  outside  worship  can  be 
blessed  by  God  if  we  do  not  pray 
“without  ceasing”  and  seek  God’s 
guidance  through  the  Holy  Spirit? 
We  are  aware  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  the  wounded  walking  our 
city  streets.  We  see  and  hear  the 
cries  of  little  children  with  emaciat- 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


I'm  confused  by  the  'systems'  in  bishop's  address 


I  find  myself  puzzled  by  Bishop  C. 
Dale  White’s  remarks  at  General 
Conference  (see  UMR,  May  8). 

In  the  Episcopal  Address,  Bishop 
White  referred  to  three  demonic, 
global,  interlocking  systems  which 
make  hunger,  war,  and  deserts.  I  am 
puzzled  because  I  am  unsure  what 
precisely  these  systems  are  and  how 
they  operate. 

Are  we  to  believe  that  there  are 
three  actual,  identifiable,  interde¬ 
pendent,  organized  units  which  gen¬ 
erate  hunger,  war  and  deserts?  Are 
hunger,  war  and  deserts  the  inten¬ 
tional  or  unintentional  conse¬ 
quences  of  the  functioning  of  these 
systems?  And  will  the  chaos  these- 
systems  create  ultimately  cause  the 
systems  to  break  down? 

Also  can  we  be  sure  we  have 
properly  identified  such  a  system 
simply  by  identifying  the  results? 
Finally,  are  people  better  off  today 
than  they  were  a  thousand  years 
ago?  Five  hundred  years  ago?  Last 
century?  If  the  answer  is  yes,  are  we 
making  progress  in  solving  age-old 
problems  through  these  “demonic” 
systems?  If  the  answer  is  no,  when 
and  why  did  people  begin  to  be¬ 
come  worse  off? 

Please  understand  that  I  am  in  no 
sense  being  rhetorical  when  I  raise 
these  questions.  I  am  genuinely  con- 
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fused  by  the  bishop’s  statement. 

Mike  Carter 
Irving,  Texas 

Solutions  deal  death 

In  the  Episcopal  Address  to  the 
General  Conference  (see  UMR, 
May  8),  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  cited 
what  he  called  “demonic  systems  of 
vast  power  and  range”  as  the  death 
dealing  forces  in  the  world. 

After  reading  his  message  I  conclud¬ 
ed  that  his  solutions  are  in  fact  the 
“death-dealing  forces”  that  he  decries. 

He  advocates  “economic  social¬ 
ism,  environmental  irrationalism 
and  national  passivism”  as  solu¬ 
tions,  when  in  fact  they  are  the  can- 


Welcome  to  new  readers 
in  Hermitage/  Tennessee 


This  issue  we  welcome  as 
new  UMR  readers  some  800 
member-families  of  Hermit¬ 
age  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Hermitage,  Tenn.  (Tennes¬ 
see  Annual  Conference). 

These  are  the  latest  to  join 
more  than  350  local  congrega¬ 
tions  nationwide  that  publish 
their  news  as  special  UMR 
editions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Her¬ 
mitage.  we  say,  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you’ll  find  your 


UMR  edition  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  also  hope  you’ll  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing 
feedback  through  such  columns 
as  “Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
“Here  I  Stand,”  “My  Witness,” 
and  “What  do  you  think?” 

And  to  our  continuing  read¬ 
ers  across  the  church,  we  say, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your 
edition  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter.” 


cerous  sores  that  have  inflicted  our 
denomination  and  our  country  with 
the  destructive  diseases  that  are  eat¬ 
ing  the  life  out  of  both. 

A  corollary  to  his  remarks  are  those 
shared  on  the  same  page,  titled  “Out¬ 
raged  bishops  join  Los  Angeles  in 
prayer.”  Every  bishop  cited  in  this  ar¬ 
ticle  condemned  the  verdict  acquit¬ 
ting  police  officers  accused  of  beating 
motorist  Rodney  King,  but  were  mute 
in  their  condemnation  of  the  anarchy 
that  followed. 

This  is  classic  “latter-day  liberal¬ 
ism”  gone  amok,  which  condemns 
social  injustice  and  ignores  social 
anarchy. 

Walter  M.  Clarke 

Boonton  Township,  New  Jersey 

Was  he  misquoted? 

Violence  is  rampant  in  our  soci¬ 
ety,  and  I  am  appalled!  Whether  that 
violence  is  perpetrated  by  whites, 
blacks,  Hispanics,  Asians,  cops, 
adults,  children,  gangs  or  individuals 
it  is  still  uncivilized  behavior. 

But  I  can't  believe  that  the  Rev. 
James  Lawson,  chairman  of  the 
California-Pacific  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  really  thought  that 
Rodney  King  was  on  trial  in  Los 
Angeles  as  his  quote  states  in  the 
May  15  issue  of  the  Reporter.  The 
police  officers  were  on  trial  and 
they  were  allowed  a  jury  of  their 
peers  by  the  change  of  venue. 

I  have  been  a  juror  and  unless  you 
hear  the  judge’s  instructions  to  the 
jury  and  the  entire  testimony,  you 
cannot  second-guess  the  jury’s  ver¬ 


dict.  That  is  how  the  system  works. 

If  the  jury  had  found  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  guilty  of  lethal  force  the  riot 
could  have  been  in  “celebration  of 
the  victory.”  Rioters,  black  or 
white,  are  not  great  thinkers!  How¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Lawson  should  know  our 
legal  system  (I’ll  avoid  the  term  jus¬ 
tice)  better,  or  perhaps  the  reporter 
who  misquoted  him  should. 

Martha  Weathers 
Strawberry,  California 

How  ironic 

How  ironic  that  the  church  provid¬ 
ing  “sanctuary”  to  abortion  clinic  pa¬ 
tients  should  be  named  the  Sweet 
Home  United  Methodist  Church  (see 
UMR,  May  8).  Sanctuary  from  what, 
the  possibility  that  they  may  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  Operation  Rescue  to  choose 
life  for  the  baby  within  them?  It 
seems  clear  that  abortion  is  against 
one  of  God’s  commandments. 

I  am  beginning  to  feel  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  holds  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  place  for  conservative,  Bi- 
ble-believing  Christians.  From  the 
leadership  of  the  church  on  down,  it 
seems  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  following  what  the  world 
and  society  dictates,  rather  than 
obeying  God’s  word. 


I  would  urge  others  to  let  their 
voices  be  heard,  before  the  faithful, 
biblical  lifestyles  which  caused  John 
Wesley  and  his  friends  to  be  called 
Methodists  are  no  longer  a  part  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Clifford  Dean  Sensenig 
Lititz,  Pennsylvania 

Get  back  to  Bach! 

So  Dr.  Leonard  Sweet  thinks  peo¬ 
ple  under  30  don’t  need  the  music 
of  Bach  in  church,  does  he  (see 
UMR,  April  24)?  Then,  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  musician,  I  question  his  qual¬ 
ifications  as  an  “expert”  in  church 
and  culture. 

Does  “culture”  consist  only  of  what 
happens  to  be  popular  at  the  mo¬ 
ment?  In  that  case,  what  about  Scrip¬ 
ture?  The  Bible  is  thousands  of  years 
old;  how  can  it  possibly  speak  now? 

Granted,  Bach  is  difficult.  So  is 
the  Christian  life.  Both  require  spir¬ 
itual  strength,  commitment,  and 
education.  But  in  both  cases  the  re¬ 
wards  are  abundant. 

Jane  Hawes 

Norman,  Oklahoma 

'Earth  Day'  revisited 

Your  editorial,  “Is  there  religious 
ground  for  Earth  Day?”  (see  UMR, 
April  17)  prompts  me  to  write  that 
there  is  an  organization  whose  sole 
task  is  to  remind  churches  and 
Christian  people  that  there  is  in¬ 
deed  religious  ground  for  a  concern 
for  the  environment,  and  to  provide 
resources  of  enablement  to  do 
something  about  that  concern. 

That  organization  is  The  North 
American  Conference  on  Christian¬ 
ity  and  Ecology,  with  its  national 
offices  at  P.O.  Box  14305,  San 
Francisco,  Calif.  94114. 

Mel  West 

Columbia,  Missouri 


'My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  “  J 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Kathleen  R. 

Kunzetman  is  a 
member  of  Belmont 

United  Methodist  _ _ 

Church  in  Nashville ,  Tenn.  (Tennessee 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 

ed  bodies.  We  have  wounded  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  congregations  who  need 
to  know  that  God  longs  to  heal,  that 
nothing  within  us  is  to  be  destroyed 
but  all  parts  of  the  body  are  to  be 
healed. 

Hence,  I  believe  we  need  to  incor¬ 
porate  healing  services  into  our 
worship  services.  In  addition,  we 
should  take  advantage  of  the  many 
opportunities  offered  to  clergy  and 
laypeople  alike  in  the  areas  of  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal  through  our  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

God  longs  to  love,  heal  and  nur¬ 
ture  us.  God  longs  for  us  to  receive 
as  well  as  to  give. 

My  prayer  is  that  we  may  let  the 
Healer  come  in  whatever  way  He 
may  choose  to  come,  touching  the 
wounded  places  in  our  lives. 

What  others 
=are  saying 

■  “It  is  natural  for  us  to  want  to  re¬ 
call  the  past  and  keep  the  same  old 
ladders  around,  as  some  of  us  may 
have  taken  a  few  steps  up  on  some 
of  those  ladders.  But  surely  it  is  our 
call  to  risk  the  insecurity  of  the 
Spirit  of  God. . .  .  Surely  we  are 
called  to  see  rivers  flow  in  the  wil¬ 
derness,  for  we  are  a  parched  and 
dry  land  with  our  rules  of  ‘how  to 
get  ahead.’  ” 

— The  Rev.  Lynn  Evans,  Rocky 
Mountain  conference. 

t  *  *  * 

“My  fellow  delegates,  mutual  re- 

Ispect  and  intellec¬ 
tual  humility  are 
the  way  out  of  di¬ 
visiveness.  God 
does  not  expect  us 
to  have  all  the  an¬ 
swers.  God  does 
expect  us  to  be 
open  to  new  truth 
and  to  respect  one  another.” 

— The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
Baltimore  conference  delegate  to  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

*  *  * 

“Christ  died  for  all!  . . .  Dare  we 
claim  that  the 
open  tomb  is 
meant  to  be  exclu¬ 
sive?  Or  do  we  un¬ 
derstand  it  to  be  a 
universal  witness 
of  God’s  sacrifi¬ 
cial  love?  It  may 
well  be  that  . . . 
our  most  powerful  opportunity  for 
witness  might  be  to  look  beyond  the 
four  walls  of  our  magnificent  sanc¬ 
tuaries  and  enfold  the  whole  world 
in  our  embrace.” 

— Bishop  Clay  F.  Lee,  Holston  con¬ 
ference. 

*  *  * 

“The  song  of  a  robin  is  beautiful 
in  its  dependable  springtime  sound. 
The  people  have  songs  with  spectac¬ 
ular  diversity  for  all  seasons  and  all 
places.  So  strike  up  a  tune  and  let 
the  springtime  of  the  soul  happen.” 
— The  Rev.  Delton  Krueger,  Minne¬ 
sota  conference. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“O  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is 
good!  Happy  are  those  who  take  ref¬ 
uge  in  him!”  (NRSV) 
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(May  15  answer  2  Corinthians  3:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  8 

Monday:  Psalms  104:24-30 
Tuesday:  Psalms  104:31-34 
Wednesday:  Genesis  11:1-9 
Thursday:  John  14:8-17 
Friday;  John  14:25-27 
Saturday:  Acts  2:1-13 
Sunday:  Acts  2:14-21 


PRESIDENT 

MCMURRY  UNIVERSITY— ABILENE,  TEXAS 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  McMurry  University  invites  nominations,  applications,  and  letters  of  inquiry  for  the  position  of 
President  upon  the  retirement  of  its  President,  Or.  Thomas  K.  Kim,  as  of  May  15,  1993.  The  President  is  elected  by  and 
serves  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  as  its  chief  administrative  officer. 

Candidates  should  have  an  earned  advanced  degree  and  at  least  five  years’  administrative  experience,  with  three  years  at  a 
significant  decision-making  level.  Candidates  should  likewise  have  had  distinguished  service  in  higher  education,  with  a  demon¬ 
strated  record  of  being  able  to  work  in  a  collegial  style  with  administrative,  staff,  and  faculty  colleagues.  Substantial  ability  in 
fundraising  for  both  the  capital  and  operational  needs  of  the  university  is  essential.  Also,  candidates  should  be  active  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  should  be  able  to  communicate  the  mission  of  McMuny  University  and  its  needs  to  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  the  Northwest  Texas  and  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conferences  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  oth¬ 
er  constituencies.  Inquiries,  nominations,  and  applications  for  the  position  of  President  should  be  directed  to: 

Special  Committee  for  the  Selection  of  a  President 
c/o  Mary  E.  Cato,  Secretary  to  the  Committee 
P.O.  Box  6170,  Lubbock,  Texas  79493-6820 
Phone:  (806)  796-7338  or  Fax:  (806)  796-7365. 

Supporting  information,  including  references,  will  be  requested  by  the  Committee  at  the  appropriate  time.  The  compensa¬ 
tion  and  benefit  package  is  open,  and  the  screening  of  applications  will  begin  on  or  about  July  15, 1992.  The  search  will  re¬ 
main  open  until  the  position  is  filled. 

McMurry  University  is  a  United  Methodist  university  affiliated  with  the  Northwest  Texas  and  the  New  Mexico  Annual 
Conferences  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  It  was  founded  in  1923  in  Abilene,  Texas.  It  has  a  student  population  of  ap¬ 
proximately  1,500  and  full-time  faculty  of  approximately  70.  It  is  divided  into  four  schools:  Arts  and  Sciences,  Business  Ad¬ 
ministration,  Education,  and  Nursing  (the  latter  being  a  joint  undertaking  with  two  other  universities  in  Abilene  and  a  major 
medical  center).  McMurry  University  offers  majors  in  more  than  forty  fields  of  study,  with  a  fundamentally  liberal  arts  cur¬ 
riculum  that  seeks  to  equip  students  with  analytical  abilities  to  deal  with  issues  and  problems  of  society  and  of  life  within  a 
Christian  context.  It  offers  a  wide  range  of  professional  programs  in  Business  and  Education  as  well  as  pre-professional  edu¬ 
cation  in  such  fields  as  Law  and  Medicine. 
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Brief 

'SHALOM  ZONE' 

APPROVED:  Near 

the  close  of  the  1 992  General  Conference,  dele¬ 
gates  put  money  and  personnel  behind  the  idea 
of  a  “shalom  zone”  mission  project.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  developed  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division.  A  “sha¬ 
lom  zone”  was  defined  as  a  strategically  located 
city  block  or  its  equivalent  to  be  rebuilt  with 
necessary  buildings,  businesses  and  social  ser¬ 
vice  agencies  to  give  the  neighborhood  new  life 
(See  UMR  May  15.).  The  idea  for  the  project 
came  from  the  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague,  (West 
Ohio  conference).  The  work  will  be  done  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  church’s  Los  Angeles  District. 


MESSAGE,  MONEY  TO  L.A.:  Two 

delegations  were  authorized  by  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  carry  a  message  of  peace  and  justice 
concerning  the  people  of  riot-tom  Los  Angeles. 
On  May  16,  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Area)  and  a  nine-member  committee  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  Washington  march  sponsored  by 
the  U.S.  Conference  of  Mayors.  On  June  2-3,  a 
similar  nine-member  delegation,  headed  by 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area), 
will  read  a  message  from  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  in  Los  Angeles.  The  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day,  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  said  the  group 
plans  to  present  the  officials  in  the  California-Pa¬ 
cific  Conference  a  check  for  $23,822.77,  collected 
from  participants  in  the  General  Conference  24- 
hour  fast. 


FIRST  RIO  GRANDE  PAGE:  Jose  Da¬ 
vid  Martinez,  23,  is  believed 
eral  Conference  page 
(messenger)  from  the 
church’s  Rio  Grande  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  A  senior  at 
the  University  of  Texas- 
Pan  American  in  Edinburg, 

Texas,  Mr.  Martinez  saw 
the  call  for  volunteer  pages 
in  the  “Interpreter”  maga¬ 
zine,  the  church’s  official  lose'  Martinez 
program  journal.  When  he  received  notice  of 
his  acceptance,  he  had  to  make  arrangements 
with  his  professors  to  take  all  his  final  exams  at 
the  end  of  April — a  week  earlier  than  other  stu¬ 
dents.  The  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Mar¬ 
tinez,  Jose  is  a  member  of  El  Buen  Pastor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Edinburg. 

TOO  MUCH  STRAIN:  General  Confer¬ 
ence  is  hazardous  to  delegates’  health.  That’s 
what  Louisville  area  physicians  staffing  the 
event’s  first-aid  station  told  conference  leaders 
midway  through  the  second  week  of  conference. 
One  doctor  told  the  Reporter  that  the  number 
of  delegates  seeking  relief  from  high  blood  pres¬ 
sure,  indigestion,  muscle  aches  and  other  stress- 
related  illnesses  rose  dramatically  through  the 
second  week  of  proceedings.  He  said  he  recom¬ 
mended  the  church  consider  limits  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  petitions  to  help  reduce  delegates’ 
workload — and  thus  save  their  health — by  the 
1 996  General  Conference  in  Denver. 
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Flag  welcomes  new  church 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Supporters  of  the  move 
to  create  the  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico  display  their  commonwealth's  flag  at 
the  convention  center  after  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  voted  to  give  the  Puerto 
Rico  Annual  Conference  self-governance. 


UMCare'  health  insurance  adopted,  disputed 


Delegates  voted  512  to  421  to  approve 
the  proposed  "UMCare"  health 
insurance  plan,  but  mandatory 
participation  by  various  segments  of 
the  church  is  being  contested. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— -The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
denominationwide  health  care 
plan,  thanks  to  the  1992  General 
Conference. 

By  a  vote  of  512-421,  General 
Conference  is  requiring  U.S. 
bishops,  staff  members  of  the 
church’s  general  agencies  and 
some  80,000  clergy  serving  local 
churches  in  the  U.S.  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  insurance  plan,  effec¬ 
tive  in  1994. 

The  plan,  known  as  UMCare, 
is  designed  to  provide  a  unified 
system  of  health  insurance  cover¬ 
age  for  clergy  and  other  church 
employees  and  their  families. 
This  plan  will  replace  a  variety  of 
separate  plans. 

Local  churches,  districts,  annu¬ 
al  conferences  and  general  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church  will  be 


considered  “sponsors”  of  the 
plan.  It  will  be  administered  by 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Pensions  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Participation  will  be  manda¬ 
tory  for  all  clergy  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  clergy  members  -of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Annual  Conference. 

Many  Indian  Missionary  con¬ 
ference  clergy  receive  health  care 
from  the  federally-sponsored  In¬ 
dian  Health  Service. 

Retired  ministers  also  will  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  program,  re¬ 
ceiving  similar  benefits  as  active 


participants. 

Robert  W.  Stevens  (Pacific- 
Northwest  conference),  chairman 
of  the  churchwide  health  insur¬ 
ance  task  force,  told  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  that  although 
UMCare  was  only  a  “plan  docu¬ 
ment” — not  a  specific  medical 
plan — it  would  have  “premium 
stability,  claims  predictability 
and  benefit  uniformity. 

“And  we  hope  we  can  save  the 
denomination  some  money  along 
the  way,”  said  Mr.  Stevens,  trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Pacific-Northwest 
Annual  Conference. 


Despite  many  appeals  in  re¬ 
cent  years  to  the  general  church 
to  help  ease  annual  conference 
health  insurance  troubles,  many 
General  Conference  delegates 
opposed  the  UMCare  proposal. 

Some,  like  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Harvey  (East  Ohio  conference), 
said  annual  conferences  should 
have  the  freedom  to  enter  the  plan 
after  it  has  been  perfected  by  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

Mr.  Harvey  headed  a  group 
who  wanted  the  plan’s  approval 
postponed  until  the  1996  Gener¬ 
al  Conference. 

“As  the  plan  is  demonstrated  on 
a  smaller  scale,  let  excellence  at¬ 
tract  the  other  conferences,”  said 
Mr.  Harvey,  pastor  of  Church  of 
the  Savior  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Canton,  Ohio. 

The  Rev.  Charles  E.  Lippse 
(Holston  conference)  asked  for  a 
ruling  of  the  Judicial  Council — 


the  churen  s  “supreme  court’  — 
in  regard  to  required  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  plan. 

He  said  UMCare’s  requirement 
that  “sponsors” — such  as  local 
churches  which  pay  for  pastors’ 
health  insurance — are  prohibited 
from  “directly  or  indirectly”  par¬ 
ticipating  in  plans  other  than  UM¬ 
Care  is  too  restrictive. 

“I  don’t  even  think  the  federal 
government  would  prohibit  that,” 
said  Mr.  Lippse,  pastor  of  Munsey 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

The  nine-member  Judicial 
Council — meeting  as  needed 
throughout  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence — later  ruled  that  it  is  consti¬ 
tutional  to  require  mandatory 
participation  in  the  plan. 

However,  Judicial  Council  presi¬ 
dent  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond, 
La.,  said  he  expects  to  receive  a  re¬ 
quest  for  another  ruling. 


Three  women  leaders  assess  UMC's  conclave 


Alice  Fleming:  'I  was  impressed, 
awed  by  General  Conference' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— In  the 
Spring,  while  many  college  soph¬ 
omores  are  spending  their  free 
time  at  the  lake  or  in  the  mall, 
one  perky  United  Methodist 
spent  her  free  time  in  legislative 
sessions  at  General  Conference. 

“I  really  enjoy  politics,”  Alice 
Fleming  said,  bubbling  with  en¬ 
thusiasm,  when  she  was  asked 
why  she  chose  to  be  a  delegate  to 
the  church’s  top  legislative  body. 

“I  have  been  a  delegate  to  my 
annual  conference  each  year  since 
junior  high.  I  chaired  an  annual 
conference  legislative  committee 
when  I  was  in  high  school,”  contin¬ 
ued  the  19-year-old  delegate  from 
the  West  Michigan  conference. 

Ms.  Fleming  was  one  of  1 3  dele¬ 
gates  to  General  Conference  from 
age  16  to  22. 

“I’m  proud  of  our  youth  dele¬ 
gates,”  she  said.  “We  talk  legisla¬ 
tion  and  we  are  involved.  We 
speak  out  on  the  floor  and  in  legis¬ 
lative  committees.  But  we  are  dis¬ 


appointed  so  little  money  was 
approved  for  campus  ministry.” 

So  what  did  she  think  about 
General  Conference? 

“It’s  more  fun  than  I  thought  it 
would  be.  I  was  impressed  and 
awed  by  the  system.” 

Ms.  Fleming,  a  member  of  Law¬ 
rence  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Charlotte,  Mich.,  is  a 
sophomore  at  Michigan  State  Uni¬ 
versity  majoring  in  social  rela¬ 
tions.  She  said  that’s  a  discipline 
which  combines  ethnic,  gender, 
family  and  religious  studies. 

She  added  she  hopes  to  attend 
seminary  and  become  an  or¬ 
dained  minister  eventually. 

Ms.  Fleming  noted  that  she 
and  several  other  students  have 
revitalized  campus  ministry  by 
starting  a  Wesley  Foundation  on 
the  Michigan  State  campus. 

“There  are  about  40  of  us  now 
who  regularly  attend,”  she  said, 
her  eyes  sparkling  with  enthusi¬ 
asm.  “It’s  great  seeing  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  youth  get  excited 
about  their  faith!” 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Delegate  Alice  Fleming  (West  Michigan  conference)  confers  with  reserve 
delegate  Greg  Hastings  (Oregon-ldaho  conference)  about  the  campus  ministry  proposal  which 
was  subsequently  approved  by  General  Conference. 


Nancy  Yamasaki:  Homosexuality  study  process  gave  model 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  Rev. 
Nancy  S.  Yamasaki,  chair  of  the 
churchwide  Committee  to  Study 
Homosexuality,  started  life  in  Se¬ 
attle  as  an  ill-omened  baby  in  a 
basket. 

Ms.  Yamasaki,  53,  said  she 
was  bom  in  a  year  considered  by 
her  Japanese-American  culture 
to  be  an  unlucky  time  for  a  wom¬ 
an  to  bear  a  daughter. 

The  midwife  who  attended  her 
mother  advised  Ms.  Yamasaki’s 
family  to  place  the  baby  in  a  bas¬ 
ket  on  the  street  for  the  evil 
omen  to  be  dispelled. 

“But  we  lived  on  a  dead-end 
street,  and  when  the  midwife 
said  I  had  to  be  placed  at  an  in¬ 
tersection,  my  family  thought 
that  was  too  much,”  Ms.  Yama¬ 
saki  said,  laughing. 

A  half-century  later  she  ended 
up  at  the  intersection  of  one  of 


United  Methodism’s  most  con¬ 
troversial  issues. 

Four  days  after  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  finished  voting 
on  the  work  of  the  study  commit¬ 
tee  she  chaired,  Ms.  Yamasaki 
looked  back  on  her  experience 
with  a  mixture  of  satisfaction,  re¬ 
gret  and  hope. 

“All  my  rational  expectations 
were  met,  although  my  hopes 
were  not,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Yamasaki  supported  the 
deletion  of  the  church’s  language 
condemning  homosexual  prac¬ 
tice,  which  delegates  defeated. 
She  also  supported  sending  the 
homosexuality  report  to  local 
congregations  for  study,  which 
delegates  approved. 

Presiding  over  the  study  com¬ 
mittee  brought  her  a  deeper  spiri¬ 
tuality,  she  said. 

“After  my  first  fears  [on  being 
appointed  to  chair  the  commit¬ 
tee],  I  came  to  a  greater  sense  of 


being  open  to  the  guidance  of 
God’s  spirit. 

“It’s  not  rhetoric  to  say  that  we 
on  the  study  committee  tried  really 
hard  to  listen  to  one  another  and 
respect  one  another.  That  experi¬ 
ence  made  it  possible  for  me  dur¬ 
ing  General  Conference  to  come 
more  quickly  to  acceptance  and 
healing  after  the  actions  of  dele¬ 
gates  who  disagreed  with  the  re¬ 
port” 

Ms.  Yamasaki  credited  her  co¬ 
panelists  and  her  1982-88  experi¬ 
ence  on  the  church’s  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  with  teaching  her 
vital  skills  as  a  presiding  officer. 

“We  used  the  consensus  pro¬ 
cess  of  decision-making  and  we 
worked  in  a  collegial  style,  both 
of  which  are  COSROW  models,” 
she  explained. 

“Where  the  collegial  model 


gets  tough  for  most  of  us  is  when 
it  bogs  down  and  takes  time.  At 
those  moments,  I  learned  to  have 
patience,  to  trust  the  other  study 
committee  members  and  to  trust 
God’s  spirit  to  work  through  us. 

“Many  people  have  asked  me. 
‘Wasn’t  chairing  the  homosex¬ 
uality  study  committee  a  horrible 
experience?’  ”  she  recounted.  “In 
some  ways  I  must  say  yes,  it  was, 
but  I  must  also  convey  what  a 
rich  spiritual  experience  it  was.  It 
was  a  great  thrill  to  see  the  study 
committee  members  sharing 
their  gifts  in  community.” 

She  also  had  some  counsel  for 
those  United  Methodists  for  whom 
the  General  Conference  actions  on 
homosexuality  issues  might  be  a 
temptation  to  leave  the  church. 

“1  really  understand  those  feel¬ 
ings,"  she  stressed.  “I  would  still 
want  to  encourage  people  who  feel 
that  way  to  be  open  to  God’s  spirit. 

“It’s  all  right  to  give  up  on  peo- 


Nancy  Yamasaki 
. .  .  learned  patience  from  process 


pie;  it’s  all  right  to  give  up  on  insti¬ 
tutions.  But  if  you  are  willing  to 
trust  God,  then  perhaps  you  will 
give  the  church  another  chance, 
knowing  that  God’s  spirit  is  still 
working,  even  though  not  in  the 
way  we’d  like  at  the  present  time.” 


:  HOW  CAN  CHRISTIANS  HELP  YOUNG  j 
;  PEOPLE  WHO  ARE  COMING  OF  AGE  IN  j 
TODAY'S  SECULAR  SOCIETY? 
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►  At  your  bookstore,  or  call  toll  free  1-800-227-2872  < 

Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

*  100  Witherspoon  Street,  Louisville,  KY  40202-1396  < 


For  an  answer  to  that  question,  read  the 
newest  book  by  esteemed  churchman  and  4 
educator,  C.  Ellis  Nelson.  Dr.  Nelson  discuss-  < 
es  seven  strategies  that  adults  can  use  with  . 
teenagers  to  help  them  relate  to  God  and  4 
thus  develop  care  for  our  common  life.  5 

You  can  help  shape  the  morals  of  the  next  < 
generation.  Form  a  group  of  concerned  i 
adults  and  spend  a  few  weeks  together,  < 
working  through  an  analysis  of  morals  ' 
and  the  practical  suggestions  you  find  in  4 
this  inspired  work.  Paper  $  1 1 .99  < 


Ruth  Daugherty:  Complex  issues  need  new  procedure 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Ruth  Daugh¬ 
erty  wore  a  pink  carnation  on  her  la¬ 
pel  when  she  went  to  lunch  the  day 
after  eight  years'  work  had  landed  in 
a  heap  at  the  feet  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

For  the  past  four  years — and  for 
four  years  before  that — she  had 
chaired  special  commissions  to 
study  United  Methodist  ministry. 

Concerned  well-wishers — like  the 
one  who  had  sent  her  the  carna¬ 
tion — crowded  around  her  at  the 
restaurant. 

She  was  disappointed 

Yes,  she  told  them,  she  was  disap¬ 
pointed  that  instead  of  accepting 
recommendations  of  the  latest  com¬ 
mission,  the  General  Conference  re¬ 
ferred  the  document  to  the  Council 
of  Bishops  for  further  study. 

“My  sorrow  is  for  the  church,” 
she  said.  "We  are  not  presently 
structured  for  missional  outreach.” 

Later  she  told  the  Reporter,  “In  a 
fast-paced  world,  we’re  still  orga- 


Ruth  Daugherty 

. . .  speaks  in  committee. 


nized  like  a  horse  pulling  a  cart  that 
is  so  overloaded  it  will  fall  down  on 
its  wheels.” 

Of  particular  concern  to  her  was 
the  necessity  for  a  redefined  order 
of  deacon  who  would  not  be  con¬ 
cerned  with  preaching  or  adminis¬ 


tering  the  sacraments  but  would 
lead  the  laity  in  works  of  mission 
and  service. 

Despite  the  General  Conference's 
unwillingness  to  move  ahead  on  the 
recommended  ordering  of  ministry, 
she  snrled  as  she  talked  about  the 
experience  of  working  with  the 
commission  members,  who  came 
from  very  diverse  backgrounds 
“theologically,  sociologically,  al¬ 
most  every  way  you  can  describe.” 

Church's  best  interests 

Although  not  all  on  the  35-mem¬ 
ber  commission  agreed  1 00  percent 
with  the  final  report,  she  said,  they 
voted  unanimously  for  it  because 
they  believed  the  recommendations 
were  in  the  best  interest  of  the 
church. 

“And  personally,  I’ve  learned  so 
much  about  ministry  and  the 
church,”  she  continued. 

But  many  frustrations  accompa¬ 
nied  the  job,  she  said. 

One  of  the  most  frustrating  events, 
she  said,  came  at  General  Conference 
itself  when  she  became  “boxed  in” 
by  conference  procedure. 


Under  conference  rules,  the  chair 
of  the  conference’s  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  which  presented  the  main  re¬ 
port  had  the  option  to  call  on  her  but 
chose  not  to  do  so. 

Delegates'  many  questions  about 
the  study  report  generated  consider¬ 
able  confusion  about  what  the  legisla¬ 
tion  would  mean  to  the  church,  Ms. 
Daugherty  said. 

“I  could  have  answered  all  of  the 
questions,”  she  said,  “but  I  was  never 
called  on.” 

Experience  worthwhile 

Despite  setbacks,  however,  Ms. 
Daugherty  said  the  experience  was 
worthwhile. 

She  said  she  has  learned  much 
more  about  the  church’s  political 
process  and  about  the  need  for 
changes  so  that  such  complex  stud¬ 
ies  can  be  presented  to  General 
Conference  in  a  clear  and  under¬ 
standable  way. 

Ms.  Daugherty  said  she’d  like  to 
see  such  studies  presented  in  an 
open  forum  with  provision  for  a 
question-and-answer  time  separate 
from  formal  voting  sessions. 
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FINANCIAL  OFFICERS:  First  to  an¬ 
nounce  new  officers  for  the 
next  quadrennium  is  the 
church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Adminstration. 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (Syr¬ 
acuse,  N.Y.  Area),  has  been 
elected  president  for  1993-96. 
Other  officers  of  the  church’s 
chief  fiscal  agency  are  Bishop 
Edwin  C.  Boulton  (East  Ohio 
Area),  vice  president;  Eunice  Sato,  Long  Beach, 
Calif.,  secretary;  and  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke, 
Evanston,  Ill.,  general  secretary  and  treasurer. 


WINNERS:  United  Methodists  won  three 
top  awards  during  the  recent  annual  convention 
of  the  Religious  Public  Relations  Council.  The 
Rev.  Jim  Skiilington,  editor  of  “United  Meth¬ 
odist  Connection,"  newspaper  of  the  Baltimore 
Annual  Conference,  received  an  award  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  the  newspaper  category,  and  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  LaCamera,  a  staff  member  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom),  won  an 
award  of  excellence  for  a  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
television  segment  on  Zaire.  A  certificate  of 
merit  in  the  video  tapes  and  discs  category  was 
won  by  Shirley  Whipple  Struchen  and  Fred 
Rowles  of  UMCom  for  a  video  on  “Your 
Church  Newsletter.” 

OFFICERS:  Two  United  Methodists  were 
elected  officers  recently  of  the  60-year-old  Reli¬ 
gious  Public  Relations  Council.  The  Rev.  Dan¬ 
iel  R.  Gangler,  director  of  communications  for 
the  Nebraska  Annual  Conference,  was  elected 
vice  president,  and  Thelma  Monbarren,  director 
of  public  relations  for  United  Methodist-related 
United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
was  elected  treasurer. 

BISHOP  HONORED:  The  South  Kore- 

an  government  recently  honored  a  United 
Methodist  leader  for  his  role  in  helping  rebuild 
the  Korean  peninsula  following  war  in  that  na¬ 
tion  in  the  1950s.  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  of 
Albany,  N.Y.,  received  the  Presidential  Medal 
of  Appreciation  from  South  Korean  President 
Roh  Tae  Woo  at  ceremonies  in  Seoul.  Bishop 
Mathews,  79,  was  an  executive  at  the  Methodist 
Board  of  Missions  when  the  Korean  War  ended 
in  1953.  He  proposed  a  churchwide  “Korea  Ap¬ 
peal”  to  rebuild  churches,  schools,  hospitals  and 
other  facilities  destroyed  by  the  war,  and  devot¬ 
ed  extensive  energies  to  the  campaign.  With  the 
backing  of  the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  U.S.  Methodists  raised  $2  million,  a  sum 
matched  by  Methodists  in  Korea. 

WIN  AWARDS:  An  aspiring  broadcast 
journalist  and  a  woman  interested  in  the  con¬ 
nections  between  religion  and  the  media  have 
been  chosen  as  recipients  of  United  Methodist 
Communications’  1992-93  fellowship  and 
scholarship  awards.  Phyllis  Alsdurf,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Minnetonka,  Minn.,  has  been 
awarded  the  $6,000  Stoody-West  Fellowship  for 
graduate  study  in  religious  journalism.  She  holds 
master’s  degrees  from  Western  Kentucky  and 
Kansas  State  universities  and  will  pursue  a  doc¬ 
torate  in  mass  communications  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota.  Tracy  Gooden  of  Greensboro, 
Ala.,  is  the  winner  of  the  $1,000  Leonard  M.  Per¬ 
ryman  Scholarship  for  Ethnic  Minority  Students. 
She  is  majoring  in  broadcast  communications  at 
the  University  of  Alabama  in  Tuscaloosa. 


UMCOR  urges  legal  support  for  Haitian 


Haitians  who  reach  Miami  have  90  days  to  file 
for  political  asylum. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is 
urging  United  Methodists  to 
write  the  U.S.  Attorney  General 
in  support  of  some  5,000  Haitian 
immigrants  now  in  Miami. 

In  a  prepared  statement,  UM¬ 
COR  said  the  Immigration  Act 
of  1990  gives  Attorney  General 
William  P.  Barr  power  to  grant 
temporary  protected  status  “to 
any  national  group  for  whom 
conditions  in  their  homeland  do 
not  permit  a  safe  return.” 

This  provision  does  not  admit 


refugees  permanently,  the  state¬ 
ment  continues,  but  "gives  them 
a  chance  to  get  on  with  their  lives 
until  the  situation  improves  in 
their  countries.” 

The  exodus  of  Haitians  began 
after  a  coup  ousted  President 
Bertrand  Aristide  in  September 
1991. 

Some  32,000  have  fled  in  small 
boats  with  little  food,  water  or 
protection  from  the  elements. 
Recently  1  8  refugees,  two  of 
them  children,  drowned  when 
their  dilapidated  boat  capsized. 

The  total  number  of  drownings 
since  the  exodus  is  unknown  but 


expected  to  be  high. 

Some  12,000  have  been  repa¬ 
triated  to  Haiti,  UMCOR  re¬ 
ports.  To  date,  some  5,000  have 
been  admitted  to  the  United 
States. 

United  Methodist  individuals, 
congregations,  the  Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  and  interchurch 
agencies  have  been  active  in  giv¬ 
ing  aid  to  the  Haitians  . 

Haitians  who  reach  Miami 


have  90  days  to  file  for  political 
asylum. 

“Because  the  U.S.  government 
insists  that  each  Haitian  follow 
this  difficult  and  costly  process 
instead  of  simply  recognizing  all 
the  people  as  refugees,”  UMCOR 
staffer  Lilia  Fernandez  says,  “the 
church  agencies  have  an  enor¬ 
mous  burden. 

“The  money  needed  for  job 
training  and  placement,  shelter 


refugees 

and  other  services  must  be  spent 
on  lawyers. 

“Temporary  protected  status 
would  relieve  pressure  on  church 
agencies  which  have  to  provide 
legal  assistance,”  Ms.  Fernandez 
continued.  “It  would  also  assure 
refugees  that  they  have  found  a 
safe  haven.” 

More  information  about  the 
Haitian  refugee  situation  is  avail¬ 
able  through  Ms.  Fernandez  at 
the  UMCOR  Refugee  Office,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  1374, 
New  York,  NY  101 15;  (212)  870- 
3806. 


Growing  Cuban  church  'a  great  sign  of  hope' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DAN  LOUIS 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — Cuban  Methodist  Bishop  Joel  Ajo  (left)  addresses  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  With  him  is  the  Rev.  Renaldo  Hernandez,  a  Cuban  pastor,  who  said  it  was  difficult  for  Cu¬ 
ban  ministers  to  get  a  U.S.  visa.  Both  men  were  detained  in  Havana  before  being  allowed  to 
enter  the  United  States. 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE— A  growing 
young  church  with  “new  possibil¬ 
ities  to  share  the  redeeming  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ”  is  “a  great 
sign  of  hope”  for  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba,”  says  its  leader, 
Bishop  Joel  Ajo. 

Bishop  Ajo  was  speaking  dur¬ 
ing  final  moments  of  the  1992 
General  Conference  this  month 
in  Louisville. 

Since  April  1 990,  said  the  bish¬ 
op,  Methodists  in  Cuba  have  had 
a  series  of  opportunities  to  fulfill 
their  mission.  He  called  that  a 
stark  contrast  from  the  role  of 
the  church  in  Cuba  over  the  past 
30  years. 

For  example,  in  1963,  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  had 
108  church  buildings,  70  Cuban 
pastors  and  50  U.S.  missionaries. 

The  period  of  revolution 

During  the  late  1960s  only  a 
handful  of  lay  pastors — includ¬ 
ing  the  bishop — became  Method¬ 
ist  ministers  in  what  the  bishop 
calls  “the  period  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion.” 

Now,  he  said,  hundreds  of  young 
people  under  age  25  have  ex¬ 
pressed  an  interest  in  the  ministry. 

A  new  crop  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries,  such  as  Philip 
Wingeier  of  Harlingen,  Texas,  is 
again  present  in  the  country. 

“From  the  day  the  revolution 
declared  itself  a  socialist  process 


and  accepted  the  Marxist,  Lenin¬ 
ist  philosophy  of  the  party,  many 
of  our  pastors  and  missionaries 
left  Cuba,”  continued  the  bishop. 

“U.S.  missionaries  were  re¬ 
called,  by  order  of  the  U.S.  presi¬ 
dent.  Cuba  then  had  only  nine 
pastors  instead  of  70  and  2,500 
members  instead  of  5,000. 

30,000  Methodists 

“Today,  we  give  praise  for  80 
Cuban  Methodist  pastors — a 
third  who  are  women — 108 
churches,  plus  90  new  house 
churches  meeting  in  members’ 
homes,  and  30,000  Methodists,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Ajo  had  been  scheduled 
to  address  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  in  April  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.,  and  then  come  to  Lou¬ 
isville  for  General  Conference. 

However,  the  bishop  did  not 
arrive  in  the  U.S.  until  the  sec¬ 
ond  week  of  the  legislative  meet¬ 
ing  in  Louisville.  He  had  been 
detained  in  Havana  and  not  giv¬ 
en  a  visa  to  attend  the  bishops’ 
meeting. 

The  Rev.  Renaldo  Hernandez,  a 
Methodist  pastor  accompanying 
Bishop  Ajo  to  Louisville,  said 
Methodists  in  Cuba  have  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  persuading  U.S.  customs 
officials  to  allow  Cuban  pastors  in 
enter  the  United  States. 

Although  Cuban  Methodists 
recognize  the  benefits  of  Fidel 
Castro’s  government,  Bishop  Ajo 
said,  the  church  has  asked  the 


Cuban  government  for  radio  and 
television  air  time  so  more  Cu¬ 
bans  can  have  freedom  of  speech. 

“They  feel  we  should  only 
have  one  political  party,  which 
should  be  the  party  of  all  Cu¬ 
bans,  but  there  are  voices  not  fol¬ 
lowing  the  state’s  lead,”  said  the 


bishop. 

"We  understand  there  will  be 
times  when  the  church  will  be  ex¬ 
pressing  itself  which  may  not  be 
with  the  government.  That’s  why 
we  believe  the  church  must  have 
access  to  media. 

“In  a  meeting  with  our  Presi¬ 


dent,  we  told  Castro  that  we  are 
trying  to  be  faithful  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  Gospel  and  expand 
outside  of  Cuba. 

“We  believe  we  are  doing  what 
the  word  has  told  us  to  do.  Signs 
like  these  are  helping  us  to  re¬ 
main  faithful  to  Jesus  Christ.” 


General  Conference  actions  cover  genetics ,  ethical  investing 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— In  final 
actions  May  15,  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference: 

■  endorsed  a  report  on  new  de¬ 
velopments  in  genetic  science, 
which  would  expand  education 
and  dialogue  around  ethical  issues, 
produce  educational  resources,  and 
continue  to  monitor  legislative  and 
governmental  actions  related  to  ge¬ 


netic  technologies; 

■  approved  an  amendment  on 
“investment  ethics”  that  includes 
divestment  of  (or  refusal  to  pur¬ 
chase)  holdings  in  companies  relat¬ 
ed  to  tobacco  products,  alcoholic 
beverages  or  gambling;  nuclear, 
chemical  or  biological  warfare  ma¬ 
terials;  and  selected  Department  of 
Defense  contractors; 

■  approved  May  as  “Christian 
Family  Month,”  with  emphasis 


on  family  worship  in  the  home, 
on  setting  aside  a  day  of  prayer 
for  the  family,  and  on  the  family 
in  local  church  worship  and  pro¬ 
gram  planning; 

■  approved  a  change  in  the 
church’s  constitution  saying  that 
transfers  of  bishops  across  juris¬ 
dictional  lines  will  require  con¬ 
sent  of  the  jurisdictions  involved 
and  their  respective  committees 
on  the  episcopacy; 


■  approved  a  Disciplinary 
change  to  add  “federated  church 
or  church  of  another  denomina¬ 
tion”  to  the  list  of  responsibil¬ 
ities  that  can  be  defined  under 
the  word  pastor; 

■  concurred  with  20  almost- 
identical  petitions  asking  retention 
of  the  church’s  prohibition  of  or¬ 
daining  homosexual  persons; 

■  celebrated  the  work  of  the 


Scarritt-Bennett  Center  (former¬ 
ly  Scarritt  College)  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.; 

■  amended  Disciplinary  restric¬ 
tions  on  spending  church  money 
on  “gay”  causes  so  as  to  avoid  pe¬ 
nalizing  education  and  ministries 
related  to  the  HIV  epidemic; 

■  affirmed  acts  of  disobedi¬ 
ence  as  a  last  resort  to  oppose  un- 
just  laws  and  laws  enforced 
“discriminately.” 


Senior  \  ice  I'nynleni 
.\olion  s  llwd' 
Iranl'lin  Teimcsitr 


For  27  years,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education  has  provided  people  like 
George  Miller  with  opportunities  to 
leave  their  mark  on  the  world  by  sup¬ 
porting  a  national  program  of  loans  and 
scholarships. 

George  knows  that  today’s  United 
Methodist  scholars  will  become  tomor¬ 
row’s  leaders.  If  you  are  interested  in 
changing  the  world  for  the  better,  con¬ 


tact  us  for  information  about  the 
Foundation's  programs. 

Call  President  Raymond  Devery  at 
(615)  340-7385,  or  write  to  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian 
Higher  Education,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville,  Tennessee  37202-0871. 
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English  to  be  included  in  Spanish  language  hymnal 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico — Should 
the  new  hymnal  for  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  be  in  Spanish  only,  to 
commemorate  and  affirm  the  com¬ 
mon  language,  or  in  both  English  and 


Spanish  to  serve  a  significantly  bilin¬ 
gual  U.S.  constituency? 

The  13-member  panel  developing 
the  new  hymn  and  worship  book 
pondered  this  and  other  issues  April 
6-10,  as  the  multicultural  group 
continued  its  work  on  the  first  offi¬ 


i  CLAS 

SIFIED 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Naples, 
Florida,  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Church  Program 
and  Youth  Ministry  in  a  combined  position.  Or¬ 
dained,  diaconal,  or  lay  person  with  experience.  Ap¬ 
ply  to:  Dr.  Richard  Bingham,  Senior  Minister,  388 
First  Avenue  South,  Naples,  FL  33940.  Salary  consis¬ 
tent  with  experience. 

MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION  AND  Related  Fam¬ 

ily  Ministries  (ordained  or  lay)  Must  be  team  worker 
with  knowledge  and  competence  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion;  experience  in  recruitment,  training  and  supervi¬ 
sion  of  volunteers;  capable  of  taking  initiative  to  pro¬ 
vide  visionary  and  innovative  leadership. 
Magnificent  church  facility  in  mid-sized  city  between 
San  Francisco  and  Sierras.  Candidates  with  graduate 
degree  in  religious  education  or  equivalency  will  be 
oven  preference.  Salary  and  benefits,  $32-36,000. 
Resume,  with  names  of  references,  deadline  June  17. 
For  job  description,  please  contact:  Dr.  Gary  Put¬ 
nam,  Central  United  Methodist  Church,  3700  Pacific 
Ave.,  Stockton,  CA  95204  (209)  466-5046.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Sandy  Springs  UMC  seeks 

a  Director  of  Music.  Please  forward  the  following  in¬ 
formation  before  May  31  to  the  name  and  address 
below:  a  resume,  three  references,  a  personal  state¬ 
ment  of  faith,  a  list  of  works  conducted  (copies  of 
programs,  sound  or  video  recordings  would  be  help- 
fui),  and  a  statement  of  your  approach  to  music  min¬ 
istry  in  a  2000-member  regional  church.  Reply  to:  G. 
William  Thackston,  Jr.,  Music  Search  Committee, 
120  Allen  Road,  Atlanta,  GA  30328. 

ASSISTANT  ORGANIST  (PART-TIME),  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  TX.  Send  resume  to: 
Betty  Watson,  Music  and  Arts  Dept.  First  UMC,  1928 
Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201,  by  June  19,  1992. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  YOUNG  Adult,  and  Sin¬ 

gles  Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  a  growing 
church  of  2,200  members.  Salary  and  benefits  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  and  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and/or  request  for  job  description  by  June  1 1  to: 
Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak 
Ridge,  TN  37831-4669,  Attn:  Bob  Henderson. 

FIRST  UMC  OF  GLEN  ELLYN,  IL  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Christian  Ed  and  Youth  Re¬ 
sources.  For  job  description  call:  (708)  469-3510  or 
write:  424  Forest,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  60137.  Compensa¬ 
tion:  $31,000. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 

2800-member  church  adjacent  to  University  of  New 
Mexico.  CE  degree,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Tom  Schwartz,  Central  UMC,  1615  Copper  NE, 
Albuquerque,  NM  87106.  (505)  243-7834. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  PERSON  with  primary  respon¬ 

sibility  for  youth  ministries  in  1000-member  church. 
Full  job  description  and  salary  negotiable.  Send  re- 
sume  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1001  W.  7th,  Plain  view,  TX  79071 

ORGANIST  NEEDED.  First  UMC,  Clarendon, 
Texas.  One  service,  one  rehearsal  a  week.  Pipe  Or¬ 
gan.  Morning  worship  average  attendance  —  210. 
Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  Terry  Tamplen, 
(806)874-3667. 

WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Belmont 

United  Methodist  Church  ( 1 800-members).  Extend¬ 
ed  search  with  inclusion  of  new  minister.  Multiple 
staff  church  with  new  innovative  program  model. 
Qualifications  —  M.  A.  in  Christian  education.  Sala¬ 
ry  open.  Please  submit  application  by  July  1st  to: 
Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search  Committee,  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  120098,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37212.  Tel.  (615)  373-1493. 

AUBURN  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 

accepting  application  for  a  Director  of  Educational 
Ministries.  Experience  is  essential.  Excellent  re¬ 
sources  are  available  through  Auburn  University.  Av¬ 
erage  worship  attendance  is  ova  1,000.  Need  person 
to  develop  programs  in  ministries  in  various  educa¬ 
tional  age  levels.  Please  send  resume  to:  Auburn 
United  Methodist  Church.  Attn.  C.  Owen,  P.O.  Box 
3135,  Auburn,  AL  36831-3135. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  growing 

600-number  church.  Opening  in  June  1992.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  educational  and  youth  ministries.  Sala- 
ry  negotiable.  Said  resumes  to:  Norman  Roe,  West- 
lake  UMC,  1460  Red  Bud  Trail,  Austin,  TX  78746. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  Direc¬ 
tor  for  2700-member  church.  Job  includes  directing 
adult,  youth,  and  children’s  choirs  and  handbell  choirs. 
Position  also  open  for  full-time  oreanist.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with  qualifications.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  John  Stoioff.  Chair  —  Music  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  302  Partridge  Circle,  Summerville,  SC  29485. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  needed  for  530-mem- 

ber  congregation.  Job  description  available.  Bilingual 
desirable.  Send  inquiries  and  resume  to:  William 
Trcude,  106  East  Cleveland  Street,  Beeville,  TX 
78101 

cial  hymnal  for  the  denomination’s 
Hispanic  members. 

Language  debates  netted  signifi¬ 
cant  attention  during  this  second 
meeting  of  the  hymnal  committee. 
While  all  members  agreed  on  Span¬ 
ish  as  the  base  language,  some  dis¬ 
agreed  about  the  possible  use  of 
English  in  the  new  book. 

Puerto  Rican  members — anticipat¬ 
ing  their  region’s  impending  autono¬ 
my  later  this  year  from  the  mostly 
Anglo  United  Methodist  Church — ar¬ 
gued  strongly  that  the  new  hymnal 
should  be  in  Spanish  only. 

However,  representatives  from 
California  and  Texas  pushed  for  at 


least  some  translations  into  English, 
citing  the  large  number  of  bilingual 
Hispanics  in  the  church,  as  well  as 
families  in  which  younger  genera¬ 
tions  are  more  fluent  in  English. 

In  the  end,  the  group  agreed  to 
have  both  languages — at  least  in 
some  sections  of  the  book — said 
Diana  Sanchez,  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Section 
on  Worship. 

“We  decided  it  would  be  a  pasto¬ 
ral  gesture  to  have  some  resources 
in  both  languages,  especially  those 
resources  for  children  and  youth,” 
Ms.  Sanchez  reported. 


Conversational  Spanish  Language  Program 
July  20-31  1992 
*$894.00 

EVENT:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  will  conduct  a  two  week  (50  hours  of 
classroom  instruction)  Intensive  Conversational  Spanish  Course/Cultural  Semi¬ 
nar  for  lay  and  clergy  persons.  All  participants  must  be  able  to  participate  fully 
from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  each  week  day  for  the  two  week  period. 

LANGUAGE:  The  course  will  be  taught  in  Spanish  and  not  about  Spanish.  The  content  will  deal 
with  practical  settings  and  will  include  vocabulary  for  ministry. 

CULTURAL  AWARENESS:  A  candid  training  session  will  introduce  many  value  systems  of 
Hispanic  culture.  Noon  meal  cultural  presentations. 

TOURS  AND  EXCURSIONS:  Will  tour  El  Paso,  Tx.  and  Cd.  Juarez,  Mex.  A  trip  to  Chihuahua 
City,  Mex.  (250  miles  so.  of  El  Paso)  over  the  weekend  of  July  24-26,1992.  Will  visit  museums, 
Methodist  projects  and  will  worship  in  a  Methodist  Church.  The  overall  price  covers  tour. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El 
Paso,  TX  79940.  (915)  533-8286. 

♦Cost  includes  registration,  hotel,  course  and  workshops,  eicursions,  In  town  transportation,  noon  meals  for  school  days  and  all 
excursion  meals 
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Religion's  influence  questioned 
with  Robertson  at  UPl's 

Mr.  Robertson's  bid  was  approved  on  the  condition 
that  he  be  allowed  30  days  to  examine  the  UPl's 
finances,  during  which  time  he  could  lower  his  offer 
or  back  out  altogether.  He  also  agreed  to  pay  $10,000 
a  day  to  keep  UPI  going  during  this  time  period. 
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Publishing  house  hosts 
international  editors 

NASHVILLE — Participants  in  the  International  Publishing  Com¬ 
mittee  workshop  on  desktop  publishing  watch  as  a  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  staff  person  uses  a  small  offset 
press  to  print  some  of  the  newsletters  they  prepared.  Observ¬ 
ing  are  (background,  from  left)  interpreter  Laura  Rader  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship's  Church  School  Publications 
unit;  Jean  Sanborn  Smith  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House;  International  Publishing  Committee  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  Thomas  K.  Potter  of  Nashvile,  and  Moises  Valderrama  of 
Central  de  Comunicacion  Cultural  in  Mexico. 

Moment  of  inspiration: 
Food's  virtue  is  born 
of  variety  and  necessity 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Will  United  Press  International, 
the  once  powerful  international 
news  service,  become  Pat  Robert¬ 
son’s  latest  pulpit? 

The  jury  is  still  out  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  regarding  UPI  under  the  own¬ 
ership  of  Mr.  Robertson,  founder  of 
the  Christian  Broadcasting  Network 
in  Virginia  Beach,  Va.  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son’s  $6  million  bid  for  the  ailing 
news  agency  in  Washington  was  ap¬ 
proved  recently  by  Bankruptcy 
Judge  Francis  Conrad,  and  the  final 
contract  will  be  signed  June  12  in 
New  York  City. 

Conflicting  comments 

Mr.  Robertson  caused  some  con¬ 
fusion  about  his  plans  with  two 
statements  he  has  made.  Speaking 
on  his  syndicated  “700  Club”  tele¬ 
vision  program,  he  said  that  the  me¬ 
dia  are  “part  of  what  God  wants  to 
touch.  He  wants  to  touch  it  with  his 
truth  and  his  love,  and  so  this  is 
may  be  one  little  opportunity." 


By  TOM  GOODHUE 

Many  denominations  today  suf¬ 
fer  conflicts  between  their  conserva¬ 
tive  and  liberal  elements.  This  same 
clash  is  played  out  in  the  troubles  of 
two  families  in  the  recently  released 
movie,  “Howards  End.” 

Directed  by  James  Ivory,  “How¬ 
ards  End”  is  a  complex  story  of 
love,  deceit,  liberal  paternalism  and 
conservative  hypocrisy.  The  tale  be¬ 
gins  with  a  brief,  mismatched  ro¬ 
mance  and  centers  around  the 
interwoven  lives  of  two  very  differ¬ 
ent  families,  the  Schlegels  and  the 


But  the  same  day  he  told  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press  that  UPI  under  his  own¬ 
ership  “is  not  going  to  be  a  religious 
news  gathering  operation.  I  think 
that  would  be  a  terrible  mistake.” 

Several  analysts  of  the  media  and 
of  televangelism  agreed  with  his 
statement  to  the  Associated  Press, 
but  they  said  Mr.  Robertson  will 
have  to  prove  that  he  is  not  out  to 
mix  the  kind  of  religious  approach 
taken  in  his  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  with  the  traditionally  sec¬ 
ular  approach  of  UPI. 

The  UPI  name  “doesn’t  mean  a 
thing  except  that  it  retains  some  pres¬ 
tige  and  some  clients,  and  if  it  be- 


Wilcoxes. 

The  Schlegels  are  paternalistic 
liberals,  the  sort  of  people  who 
make  a  project  of  encouraging  the 
intellectual  aspirations  of  an  unhap¬ 
pily  married  young  clerk  they  meet 
named  Leonard  Bast.  The  Wilcox 
family,  on  the  other  hand,  is  grasp¬ 
ing  and  conservative. 

Will  horrifies 

When  Mrs.  Wilcox  dies,  her  fam¬ 
ily  is  horrified  to  discover  a  will 
leaving  her  home,  called  Howards 
End,  to  Margaret  Schlegel,  who  has 


comes  an  instrument  for  Pat 
Robertson’s  worldview  and  proselyti- 
zation,  the  prestige  is  lost  and  so  are 
all  the  clients,”  said  Jeffrey  K.  Had¬ 
den,  a  University  of  Virginia  sociolo¬ 
gist  who  has  written  books  about  Mr. 
Robertson  and  other  Christian 
broadcasters. 

Turner  made  similar  purchase 

Mr.  Hadden  speculated  that  UPI 
under  Mr.  Robertson’s  ownership 
may  be  similar  to  the  Cable  News 
Network  under  Ted  Turner,  which 
has  won  respect  for  its  journalistic  ac¬ 
complishments  despite  the  fact  that 
he  has  made  his  views  well  known  on 
some  major  issues  like  the  environ- 


befriended  her  in  her  illness.  They 
decide  together  to  hide  the  will, 
considering  this  an  irresponsible 
whim.  Their  duplicity,  and  the 
Schlegels’  uninformed  do-gooder- 
ism,  lead  to  disaster. 

Soon,  though,  Margaret  falls  in 
love  with  the  widowed  Mr.  Wilcox, 
and  she  keeps  hoping  to  somehow 
“connect”  the  disparate  features  of 
their  two  families.  Their  marriage 
proves  to  be  a  surprisingly  happy 
one,  and  she  lives  to  unite  the  un¬ 
likely — and  inherit  the  house. 

No  film  can  convey  all  the  rich- 


helm 

ment  and  East-West  relations. 

David  Anderson,  former  religion 
writer  for  UPI  said,  “I  think  Ted 
Turner  probably  has  some  problems 
with  elements  of  the  business  commu¬ 
nity  who  would  see  some  of  his  envi¬ 
ronmental  concerns  reflected  in  an 
overabundance  of  environmental  pro¬ 
gramming  at  Cable  News  Network, 
but  I  think  the  news  is  generally  done 
straight.” 

The  former  UPI  staffer  said  that  if 
he  were  to  return  to  the  agency  as  reli¬ 
gion  writer  under  Mr.  Robertson’s 
ownership,  “I’d  want  some  things  in 
writing  about  freedom  to  pursue  the 
beat  without  editorial  interference.” 

Wesley  Pippert,  a  UPI  correspon¬ 
dent  for  20  years  before  becoming  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Washington  program  of 
the  University  of  Missouri  Journalism 
School  in  1989,  cautioned  against  dis¬ 
counting  the  news  agency  under  the 
ownership  of  a  religious  broadcaster 
“any  more  than  we  should  discount 
NBC  because  it’s  identified  as  a  cor¬ 
porate  giant.” 

in  'End' 

ness  of  a  novel  such  as  this,  and  we 
do  not  see  in  this  adaptation  the 
transience  of  modern  life  which  Mr. 
Forster  captured  so  well.  It  is  aston¬ 
ishing,  though,  how  much  of  the 
novel  is  to  be  seen  here. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  this  goes  to 
screenwriter  Ruth  Prawer  Jhabvala, 
who  won  an  Oscar  for  her  adapta¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Forster’s  “A  Room  with 
a  View”  and  also  won  a  MacArthur 
Foundation  “genius  grant”  and  the 
prestigious  Booker  Prize  for  her 
own  novel  “Heat  and  Dust.” 

Mr.  Ivory  and  producer  Ishmail 
Merchant  have  piled  up  an  impres¬ 
sive  track  record  in  Filming  literary 
works,  including  those  which  have 
resisted  adaptation  to  the  screen. 

Successful  film 

Having  tackled  “A  Room  with  a 
View,”  “Maurice,”  and  “Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bridge,”  this  team  has  now 
successfully  delved  into  E.  M.  For¬ 
ster’s  “Howards  End,”  a  novel 
widely  considered  to  be  his  master¬ 
piece  and  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  English  novels  of  this  century. 

“Howards  End”  also  benefits 
from  some  outstanding  acting.  Sam¬ 
uel  West  is  simply  terrific  as  the 
tragic  Leonard  Bast,  as  is  Helena 
Bonham  Carter  as  the  impulsive 
Helen  Schlegel.  James  Wilby,  who 
starred  in  Merchant  Ivory’s  “Mau¬ 
rice,”  based  on  Forster’s  autobio¬ 
graphical  novel,  makes  a  wonderful 
scoundrel  here,  as  he  did  recently 
on  “Masterpiece  Theatre”  in 
“Adam  Bede.” 

And  Anthony  Hopkins,  who  pre¬ 
sented  a  tour-de-force  in  “The  Si¬ 
lence  of  the  Lambs,”  demonstrates 
his  astonishing  versatility  with  a 
fine,  understated  performance  as 
Henry  Wilcox. 

Thomas  W.  Goodhue  is  Pastor  of 
Island  Park  United  Methodist 
Church  on  Long  Island  and  fre¬ 
quently  reviews  films  and  television 
for  the  "Reporter." 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

If  ever  people  made  a  virtue  out 
of  necessity,  it  is  in  the  treatment  of 
food. 

The  necessity  side  of  food  is  the 
fuel  it  provides  to  keep  the  body  go¬ 
ing.  Unless  we  eat,  the  body  slows 
down  and  eventually  ceases  opera¬ 
tion.  We  must  keep  eating  to  stay 
alive. 

Virtue  of  food 

The  virtue  side  of  food  is  the  end¬ 
less  variety  in  what  people  eat,  how 
they  prepare  it,  how  they  flavor  it, 
how  they  present  it,  where  they  eat 
it,  how  they  go  about  eating  it  and 
with  whom  they  eat  it. 

With  mind-boggling  inventive¬ 
ness,  people  have  metamorphosed  a 
mere  survival  necessity  into  a  vehi¬ 
cle  for  giving  boundless  pleasures. 

Consider  the  vast  industries  that 
cater  to  this  pleasurable  necessity. 
Cookbooks  by  the  thousands  con¬ 
tain  millions  of  compilations  of  in¬ 
gredients  and  methods  for 
preparing  food. 

These  are  drawn  from  scores  of 
cultures  across  six  continents  and 
seven  seas  and  a  hundred  centuries. 
Growers  and  farmers,  Fishermen 
and  cattlemen,  nut-gatherers  and 
truffle  diggers  around  the  world 
produce  the  food  we  eat. 

Restaurants  come,  flourish 
awhile  and  disappear  only  to  be  re¬ 
placed  by  a  new  gastronomic  ven¬ 
ture. 

Food  is  served  in  glamorous  sur¬ 
roundings,  intimate  settings,  theme 
motifs  and  fast-food  decor.  The  am- 


Try  a  new  recipe  or  an 
unusual  choice  of  entree. 
Add  a  different  spice.  Put 
a  flower  at  each  place 
setting.  Make  your  own 
salad  dressing.  Share  a 
meal  with  someone. 

bience  is  an  integral  part  of  the  ex¬ 
perience. 

Some  people  eat  alone — with  a 
newspaper,  a  book  or  a  TV  set  for 
companionship.  Some  even  like  to 
eat  alone. 

Company  improves  the  taste 

But  most  of  us  enjoy  eating  some 
of  our  meals  with  others.  The  com¬ 
pany  improves  the  taste  of  the  food. 

So  give  yourself  the  gift  of  some 
new  pleasure  from  at  least  one  meal 
a  day. 

Try  a  new  recipe  or  an  unusual 
choice  of  entree.  Add  a  different 
spice.  Put  a  flower  at  each  place  set¬ 
ting.  Make  your  own  salad  dressing. 
Share  a  meal  with  someone.  Try  a 
new  method  of  cooking  a  familiar 
cut. 

We  needn't  live  to  eat.  But  that’s 
no  reason  to  rush  by  pleasures  that 
food  can  readily  give  with  just  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  and  thought. 

Mr.  Hutchinson ,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  so¬ 
ciety,  is  director  of  development 
and  communications  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Community  Service  Agency  in 
Miami,  Fla. 


PHOTO  BY  DERRICK  SANTINI 


Charles  Wilcox,  heir  apparent  to  the  Wilcox  family  fortune  and  homestead,  learns  his  mother's  will 
says  otherwise  in  "Howards  End."  James  Wilby  plays  Mr.  Wilcox;  Susan  Lindeman  plays  Dolly  Wilcox. 


Extremes  clash  and  connect 


'New  Christian  yoga' 
calms  body  and  spirit 


“A  New  Christian  Yoga,"  by  Nancy 
Roth  (Cowley  Publications  1989), 
paperback,  118  pages. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

If  your  summertime  resolutions 
include  improving  your  prayer  life 
and  getting  more  exercise,  this  book 
provides  a  way  you  can  effectively 
combine  both  goals. 

The  author,  an  Episcopal  priest, 
teaches  yoga  at  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  in  New  York  City. 

She  takes  the  ancient  Eastern 
technique  and  recasts  it  in  a  context 
of  Christian  body  prayer.  Her  work 
emphasizes  the  concept  of  ’'body- 
spirit,  "  that  is,  humans  as  creatures 
of  both  flesh  and  soul. 

The  re-integration  of  body  and 
spirit  forms  a  common  theme  these 
days  in  much  Christian  contempla¬ 
tive  literature,  especially  works  on 
healing  ministries. 

A  full  series  of  the  exercises  can 
take  at  least  an  hour,  beginning  and 


ending  with  a  “movement  mantra” 
that  combines  body  movements 
with  contemplation  of  the  Trinity. 

Each  subsequent  exercise  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  Scripture  verse  to  help 
the  practitioner  concentrate  on  God 
through  the  movement  of  the  body. 

The  gentle  nature  of  these  exer¬ 
cises  makes  them  accessible  to  all, 
even  the  elderly  and  those  with 
handicapping  conditions.  Children 
especially  will  like  the  opportunity 
to  “meow”  during  a  stretch  known 
as  “The  Cat,”  and  to  “poke  your 
head  up  to  see  the  weather”  during 
the  movement  called  “The  Cobra.” 

The  final  exercise,  coming  before 
a  period  of  total  body  relaxation 
and  breathing,  transforms  a  famil¬ 
iar  yoga  series  known  as  the  “Salute 
to  the  Sun”  into  a  graceful  acting 
out  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

For  those  tired  of  enduring  the 
pounding  of  Western  aerobics, 
Christian  yoga  offers  welcome  re¬ 
spite  for  body  and  soul. 


Dear  Deborah=== 
Verbal  views  tearing  up  family 


Dear  Deborah, 

My  husband  and  I  met  and  fell  in 
love  at  a  church  camp.  We  have 
been  married  nearly  five  years  now 
and  have  two  lovely  children.  But 
our  relationship  is  being  tom  apart 
by  our  families.  One  set  of  parents 
and  other  relatives  are  strongly  on 
one  side  in  the  current  debate  about 
abortion,  and  the  other  set  of  par¬ 
ents  and  family  are  strongly  on  the 
other  side. 

Recently  both  sets  of  grandparents 
came  for  our  son’s  birthday  and  the 
party  turned  into  a  shouting  match 
and  they  all  left  in  a  huff.  What  can 
we  do?  We  cannot  tell  them  not  to 
come.  The  children  love  them  all  and 
so  do  we,  except  now  they  seem  to 
think  we  each  should  side  with  those 
in  their  family. 

Each  says  it  is  for  the  sake  of  the 
grandchildren  that  they  have  taken 
such  a  strong  stand.  But  our  family 
is  paying  for  it  now.  This  is  not  the 
way  we  want  our  children  to  grow 
up.  Sandy  and  Jim 


Dear  Sandy  and  Jim. 

I  have  changed  your  names  and 
hope  that  if  the  grandparents  see 
your  letter  they  will  recognize  them¬ 
selves.  Practically  speaking,  you 
must  take  charge  and  tell  both  sets 
of  grandparents  that  they  can  come 
over  only  by  invitation.  Then  invite 
them  alternately,  and  be  scrupulous¬ 
ly  fair.  Your  children  can  celebrate  a 
birthday  with  each  set  separately. 

As  you  take  charge,  however,  re¬ 
mind  yourselves,  your  children  and 
the  grandparents  that  you  honor 
your  parents,  as  the  Bible  teaches. 
Pray  for  them  regularly,  encourage 
your  children  to  pray  for  them,  and 
let  the  grandparents  know  that  you 
pray  for  them. 

Lfumg  so  not  only  will  keep  you 
from  making  villains  of  your  parents 
because  of  their  poor  behavior. 
Prayer  will  keep  your  family  vitally 
linked  to  God,  who  can  work  recon¬ 
ciliation  even  amid  circumstances  as 
trying  as  yours. 


History  of  Hymns= 
Counter  guesses  2.5  billion  sins 


Rock  of  Ages,  cleft  for  me. 

Let  me  hide  myself  in  thee ; 

Let  the  water  and  the  blood. 

From  thy  wounded  side  which 
flowed. 

Be  of  sin  the  double  cure. 

Save  from  wrath  and  make  me  pure. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  a  religious  magazine  published 
in  London,  this  first  stanza  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  October  1775  issue. 
Six  months  later  the  complete  hymn 
appeared  in  the  same  magazine 
with  an  article  written  by  Augustus 
M.  Toplady. 

Toplady’s  article  dealt  with  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual’s  ability  to  pay  his  indebted¬ 
ness  to  God.  Calculating,  by  the 
day,  the  hour,  the  minute,  the  sins 
that  a  person  would  commit  by  age 
eighty,  Toplady  arrived  at  the  num¬ 
ber  2,522,880,000. 

The  King  James  Version  of  the 
Bible  does  not  contain  the  term 
“Rock  of  Ages.”  However,  the  New 
International  Version  translates  Isa¬ 


iah  26:4,  “Trust  in  the  Lord  forever, 
for  the  Lord,  the  Lord,  is  the  Rock 
eternal.” 

To  the  Old  Testament  writers  the 
“rock”  was  a  hiding  place,  a  place 
of  refuge,  a  source  of  life-giving  wa¬ 
ter.  Toplady  points  to  Christ  as  the 
Rock  of  Ages,  where  one  can  find 
not  only  shelter  from  the  storms  of 
life,  but  also  forgiveness  of  sin  and 
salvation. 

Converted  at  a  preaching  service 
in  a  bam,  Toplady  was  ordained  in 
the  Church  of  England  in  1762.  Af¬ 
ter  serving  several  appointments  in 
the  Anglican  church,  he  moved  to 
London  in  1775,  and  preached  at 
the  French  Calvinist  Church  in 
Leicester  Fields. 

At  first  a  close  friend  of  John 
Wesley,  he  later,  because  of  his  Cal- 
vinistic  beliefs,  became  critical  of 
Wesley’s  preaching.  The  estrange¬ 
ment  between  the  two  lasted  several 
years.  Toplady  died  in  1778  at  age 
38. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Spirit  of  the  Living  God " 


PACE  6 
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MAY  29,  1992 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


‘MAKING  MIRACLES  HAPPEN' 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


BECAUSE  GOD  DOES  NOT 
FORGET,  NEITHER  CAN  WE. 


Isaiah  49: 

“I  will  never  forget  you, 
my  people;  I  have  carved  you 
on  the  palm  of  my  hand  . . . 

Does  a  mother  forget  her  baby? 

Or  a  woman  the  child  within 
her  womb?  Yet  even  if  these 
forget,  I  will  never  forget  my  own.” 


Copyright  1975;  illustration  by  Fred  Kinghorn  (North  American  Liturgy  Resources,  10802  N. 
23rd  Ave.,  Phoenix,  Arizona  85029)  Used  with  permission. 
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JUNE  5,  1992 


Bishop  Oden  Announces  1992-93  Conference  Appointments 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  ministerial  appointments  Thursday, 
June  4,  at  the  close  of  the  22nd  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College  and  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  June  1-4.  The  appointments  became 
effective  following  the  closing  Conference  session.  Ministers  will  move  to  their 
appointments  Tuesday,  June  9. 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent  .. 
Abbcvillc-Pccan  Island  ... 
Berwick.  First . 


Dulac.  Clanton  Chapel . 

Franklin: 

Asbury-Tnnity . 

First-McGowen . 

Houma: 

First . . . 

Houma  Heights-Gibson . 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon . 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . 

Jeancrctte: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . 

St.  Peter-Godman . 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Church  of  the  Covenant . 

Northwood  ... . . . 

First  . 

Associate . 

Mallalieu-St.  James . 

Lottie-Roscdale-Krotz  Springs 

Lottie.  Green-Wiley . 

Lydia . 

Matthews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue 

Melville-Palmetto . 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel . 

Walmsley-Mason . 

Napolconville.  Wesley- Woodlawn... 

New  Iberia.  First . 

New  Roads: 

First-Port  Barre . 

St.  Paul-Scott  Chapel . 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . 

St.  Mark . 

Patterson . 

St.  Martmville,  Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion  .. 
Thibodaux: 

First-Vacherie . 

Calvary-Magnolia . 

Washington.  St.  Paul-St.  James 


V  DISTRICT 

. C.  Gerald  Richardson 

. J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

.  Stephen  Williamson 

. (James  F.  Haynes  SLP) 

. (Cyril  A.  Verret  PTLP) 

. (Robert  A.  Walmsley  FTLP) 

.  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr 


. Alan  D.  Einsel  I 

. (L.  Alton  Peel.  Sr.  FTLP)  1 

. (James  N.  Kirk  PTLP)  3 

. James  R.  Woodward  3 

. . (Fulton  A.  Raymond.  Sr.)  7 

..(Herbert  E.  Green.  Sr.  PTLP)  4 

. William  C.  Blakely  2 

. Samuel  D.  Reeves  2 

. (Craig  Spiller  FTLP)  I 

. Jack  Phelps  I 

. Robert  L.  Deich  2 

. Kenneth  Irby  I 

.  Thomas  E  Dolpn  4 

. Richard  Harry  R  2 

. (Don  Gentry  PTLP)  4 

. (Henry  Louis  Jones  PTLP)  2 

. (Bobby  Cormier  PTLP)  2 

.  Michael  L.  Hammett  PM  I 

.  Hugh  L.  Baker.  Jr.  R  1 

. Tommy  R.  Bergeron.  Sr.  2 

....(Dan  Washington.  Jr.  PTLP)  4 

. (Albert  Holland  FTLP)  14 

. Troy  E.  Boyd  I 


....(Fred  M.  Fraser  FTLP)  5 
..  (Obie  J.  Southall  FTLP)  6 


. James  H.  Humphreys  3 

...(GuyE.  West.  Jr.  FTLP)  I 

. Scott  T.  Bullock  PM  3 

. LeBaron  Taylor  OD  2 

. Deborah  Drash  I 

. Mel  Zerger  R  2 

..  (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP)  6 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent . 

Alexandria: 

First  . 

Associate . 

Horseshoe  Drive-Hineston,  Fellowship 

MacArthur  Drive . 

Newman . 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . 

Wilton . . 

Atlanta-Strange-Sanders  Chapel . 

Ball-Clear  Creek . 

Boyce: 

Firsi-Lahcy  Chapel-Sicpcr . 

Union-Melder.  St.  Mark's . 

Bunkic: 

David  Haas  Memorial-Evergreen- 

White's  Chapel . . 

Trinity . 

Booneville,  Wesley . 

Campti: 

Chencyville,  St.  Paul-Emmanuel . 

First-St.  Maurice . 

St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion . 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . 

Georgetown.  Selma . 

Glenmora . . . 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . 

Jonesville-Bethel . 

Lccomptc-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport . 

Marthavillc-Beulah . 

Mclder.  First . 

Montgomcry-Mt.  Zion . 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks . 

College  Avenue . . . 

First . 

Oak  Grove . . . 

Olla-Urama . 

Palestine . 

Pinevillc: 

First  . 

Wcsley-Alexandria.  St.  Mark's . 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel . 

Provencal- Weaver . . . 

Trout.  Justiss  Memorial-Edcn . . 

Winnfield-Couley . 


.  Donald  R.  Avery  1 


. John  E.  Fellers 

. Charles  R.  Langford 

. Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr. 

. (J.  T.  Cupples  PTLP  R) 

.  Isiah  M.  Lee.  Jr. 

..  (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP) 
...(Dorothy  Johnson  PTLP) 
....(Leon  Zordan.  Jr  PTLP) 
...(George  K.  Rcech  II  SLP) 

. Joe  A.  Hoover 

. T.  B.  S. 


. . . W.  Scott  Adams  2 

..Helena  W.  Wright-Butler  3 
. (Lance  Brown  SLP)  3 

..(Alex  Johnson  PTLP)  18 


. (Elizabeth  Northern  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

. James  R.  Huber 

. (Margaret  L.  Brown  PTLP) 

. (Jarrell  R.  Morgan  FTLP) 

. William  E.  Nolan 

. . (Joseph  L.  Rountree) 

. James  W.  Jones 

. Michael  E.  Rickc  PM 

. Sherman  Bcird  R 

.(Lonnie  M.  Walding  FTLP  R) 
. Sandi  B.  Huber  PM 

.  James  A.  Graham 

.  (James  B.  Moore  PTLP) 

. Douglas  L.  Cain 

.  (Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.) 

Cage  M.  McLemore 
. (George  A.  McVay) 

. Jimmie  D.  Pyles 

. Samuel  Butler  OD 

. (John  Zehr  FTLP) 

. ...Abe  M.  Conerly  R 

. (David  Carlton  FTLP) 

. . . Steven  W.  Caraway 


District  Superintendent . 

Baton  Rouge  Metropolitan  Area: 

Baker . 

Bethel . . . 

Blackwater . 

Associate . . . 

Broadmoor . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . . . 

Camphor  Memorial . . . •. . 

Decrford-St.  Paul . 

First . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Evangeline . «... 

Francis  Asbury . 

Genesis-St.  Peter . 

Hartzell . 

Hughes  Memonal-Andrews  Chapel . 

Ingleside . 

Jefferson . 

Jordan-LeJeune . . 

Magnolia . •. . 

Neely . 

St.  Andrew's . 

Associate . 

St.  John's . 

St.  Luke's . * . 

St.  Mark's . 

Wesley . 

William  B.  Reily  Memorial  University 

Associate . 

Zachary: 

First . . . 

Jackson  Chapel-St.  Peter . 

Beech  Grove-Moses  Chapel  — . . 

Carpenter's  Chapel . 

Clinton: 

Clinton-Clear  Creek . 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . 

Donaldsonville: 

First  . 

St.  Petcr-Belle  Rose.  St.  James . 

Faithful-New  River . 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . 

Jackson-Ethel . 

Plaqucmine: 

First-Grand  River . 

Hurst-St.  Luke . 

Port  Allen.  Scott-Shiloh . 

St.  Francisville . . 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . 

Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . 

Tunica . . 

Wilson.  Wesley- Asbury-Mt.  Carmel . 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

. . C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 


.  Kenneth  C.  Duke.  Sr. 

.  J.  Penn  Morgan 

. Kirby  A.  Vining 

. Michael  Head  PM 

. Charles  B.  Simmons 

. Kenneth  M.  Carroll 

. James  W.  Spitzkeit 

. Michael  Wethcy  PM 

Joseph  M.  Donakey  PM 

. Roger  Lathan 

. John  C.  Coker.  Sr. 

. Christopher  H.  Andrews 

. . William  Youngblood 

. Lorris  M.  Wimberly.  Jr. 

. Franklin  C.  Poole  10 

.  Carol  S.  Winn  3 

. Frank  B.  Akin  1 

. Mary  S.  Baugh  2 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes  1 

. William  J.  Miller  23 

. Timothy  E.  Lawson  3 

.  John  R.  Johns 

. Clarence  L.  Hillard 

(Wayne  Howington  FTLP) 

. Arnold  V.  Brown 

. Marie  P.  Williams 

. John  N.  Williams 

.  Donald  K.  McDowell 

.  Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

. .  Randall  E.  Campbell 

. Freddie  C.  Henderson 

. DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

. Charles  Crews  PM 


District  Superintendent . . 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 
Church  Point-Maxic-Ville  Platte 

Crowley.  First . 

DcQuincy.  First . 

DeRiddcr 

First . 

Wesley-Merryville . 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove . 

Eunice,  First-Iota . 

Fairview-Swectlake . 

Gueydan . 

Iowa,  First-Hayes . . . 

Jennings.  First . 

Kinder-Squyres . 

Lake  Arthur . 

Lake  Charles: 

First . . 

Minister  of  Visitation . 

Oak  Park . 

St.  Luke-Simpson . 

University . 

Associate . . 

Warren . . 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove . 

Korean . . . 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskins  Chapel ... 

Moss  Bluff . . 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie . . . 

Obcrlin-Basile . . 

Florien,  Prospect- Hombeck . 

Raymond-Elton . 

Raync.  Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch 

Roanoke-Crowley.  Wesley . 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial . . . 

Maplewood . 

Wesley-Hackberry . 

Vinton.  Welsh  Memorial . 

Welsh: 

First-Jenmngs,  Trinity . 

Jones-Mallalieu-T  rinity . . 

Westlake . 


. Carole  Colton-Winn 

. Paul  W  Carter 

. Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

. Charles  L.  Floyd.  Jr. 

. .  Mark  B.  Benge.  Sr. 

. .  Richard  C.  Hebert 

....  Alfred  C.  Bakewell.  Ill 

.  (Lionel  Marcel) 

. (John  W.  Guyre) 

. (A.  Richard  Poss) 

. James  R.  Schaub 

. A  Swindell  Hodges 

. Clyde  W.  Averett 

. (Darryl  A.  Tale) 

.  (Glynn  Foreman  FTLP) 


. Steven  M  Spurlock  I 

. Carl  F  Lueg  R  1 3 

.  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  I 
.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar  8 

.  Lael  S.  Jones  5 

...  Daniel  H.  Miller  PM  2 
. Larry  Martin.  Sr.  4 


. J.  Ryan  Horton.  Jr. 

. Chung  Back  Kim 

. (Mikel  Wiley  FTLP) 

.  David  R  DeWitt 

...  Louis  M  Coppagc,  Jr 
...Edwm  H.  House.  Jr.  R 
.  ..  James  C.  Skinner  R 

. James  E.  Constable 

...(Gordon  L.  Smith.  Sr.) 
. Leon  A.  Boggs 


Fred  B.  Wideman  2 
,.J  Richard  Scott-Welch  2 

. M.  Ray  Holt  6 

A.  Fay  Barrhartung  R  2 


. H.  A.  Harrington.  Jr.  3 

..Darlene  Moore-James  PM  2 
. Larry  D.  Norman  1 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent . 

Baskin . 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston . 

Memorial-Mcr  Rouge . . 

Mt.  Olive-St.  James . 

Beckman . 

Columbia-Hebcrt . . . 

Crew  Lake-Little  Creek-Union  .. 

Reveille . 

Delhi-Crowville . 

Epps-Floyd-Pioneer . 

Ferriday-Clayton . 

Grayson-Kelly . 

Kilboume-Locust  Grove . 

Lake  Providence . 

Mangham . . 

Monroe: 

First . - . 

Associate . . 

Minister  of  Visitation . 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial . 

Associate . 

Memorial-Oak  Ridge . 

St.  Mark's . 

St.  Paul . 

St.  Paul's . 

Associate . . . 

Newellton . '.... 

Oak  Grove- Forest . 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge . 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew . 

St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley ... 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . 

Tallulah . 

Vidalia . 

Washington  Circuit . 

Associate . 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury . . . . 

Claiborne-Wilhite . 

Faith . 

First . 

McGuire . 

Woodlawn . 

Winnsboro-Gilbert . 

Wisner-Boeuf  Prairie . 


,..J.  Philip  Woodland  2 
. (Cecil  C.  Mims  R)  2 


. John  M.  Braden  2 

B  Ramon  Warren  I 
.  (Robert  Addison  FTLP)  3 

. Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  R  10 

. M.  C.  Cady  I 

....  Stephen  P.  Carter  PM 

. (Louis  Redden  SLP) 

. Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

. (Jennie  L.  Scott) 

. Karen  F.  Davis 

. Minns  S.  Robertson  R 

. David  J.  Sheehan  PM 

. John  M.  Downs 

. T.B.S. 


.  John  M.  Lee  2 

. Ted  D.  Freeland  2 

. J  P,  McKeithen  R  I 

. (Joe  D.  Solomon)  8 

. Jon  E.  Tellifero  2 

. Calvin  0. 1-apuyade  2 

. . Gary  L.  Van  Horn  3 

....  (Edward  L.  Thomas  PTLP)  6 

. H.  Warren  Blakeman  I 

. . . Terilynn  Russ  PM  I 

.  Kenneth  M.  Graham  4 

.,  (Ronald  J.  Easterling  FTLP)  1 

. Frank  M.  Jones  5 

. M.  Stuart  Sherman  1 

. . Donald  R.  Morgan  5 

. Wallace  P.  Blackwood  I 

. . John  E.  Scarf  I 

. Ricky  L.  Willis  3 

. (Joe  Brown  FTLP)  24 

.  (Davis  W.  Clark  PTLP)  I 


. (John  G.  Hankins  FTLP) 

. (Thomas  A.  Wilson) 

. John  L.  Vining 

. Ray  R.  Spiller 

. Michael  D.  McLaurin 

..  (Newton  M  "Bo"  Home,  Jr.  PTLP) 

. . Douglas  R.  Foreman 

.  Lillard  R.  Bcvill 


NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


.  James  W.  Mitchell  4 

. (Laurence  E  Hall  R)  2 

. (Willie  Laws  PTLP)  3 

. (J  Monroe  Wilkes  R)  4 

. Rodney  Kennedy  4 

. (Willie  R.  Lafayette  R)  5 

. Stephen  C.  Fleming  2 

. (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP)  I 

. (Jay  V  Daigle  FTLP)  17 

. William  M.  Jacocks  6 

. George  B.  Cunningham  3 

. Weldon  C.  Bares  2 

..  (Thomas  A.  Wesley  SLP)  9 

. Robert  Williams  5 

...(Harold  B.  Babin  FTLP)  21 
(Darwin  Brechcen  PTLP)  4 

. T.B.S. 

. TBS. 

...  (Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  9 


District  Superintendent . 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St.  James . 

Buras.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . 

Chalmette.  St.  Bemard-Arabi . 

Convent,  St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . 

Destrehan.  St  Charles . 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle . . 

Gretna: 

Boynton . 

Gretna . 

Hahnville.  St.  James . 

Kenner: 

First . 

Messiah-Spamsh  Ministries . 

Thomas . . . 

LaPlace.  First-Lutcher.  First . 

Luling . . . . . 

Lutchcr  Chapel-Gonzales. 

St.  Landry . 

Metairie: 

Munholland . 

Associate . 

St.  Matthew's . 

New  Orleans. 

Algiers,  First . 

Asbury-St.  Matthew . 

Aurora . 

Bethany . . . 

Brooks . 

Carrollton-Metairie . 

Cornerstone . 

Felicity-St.  Philip . 

First . 

First  Street . . . 

Grace . 

Hartzell . . 

Haven . 

Jefferson . 

Korean . 

LaHarpe-Thompson . 

Lake  Vista . 

Mount  Zion . 

Napoleon  Avenue-St.  Mark's . 

Parker  Memorial . 

Peck . 

Peoples . 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple . 

Rayne  Memorial . 

Associate . 

Ross- Williams . 

St.  Luke's . 

St.  Paul . 

St.  Philip-John  Wesley . 

Trinity  of  Gentilly . 

Trinity- Wesley . 

NORTH  SHORE 


. George  A.  Duerson 

..(J  David  Mitchell  FTLP) 

. (Mark  E.  Crosby  FTLP) 

. Elswood  J.  Martin 

...  (Curtis  Johnson  PTLP) 

. .  .  Mark  R.  Martin 

. Howard  L.  Hudson.  Jr. 


. Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.  2 

. Lewis  L.  Olmsted  I 

.(Barry  A.  Whittington  PTLP)  I 

. (Robert  W.  Peterson)  4 

. Marta  L.  Sanfiel  4 

..(Leslie  M  Taylor,  Sr.  PTLP)  I 

. (Charles  P.  Strong)  4 

.  Bobby  J.  Bowling  PM  2 

..  (Gregory  McClay.  Sr.  PTLP)  2 


..  T.  Nichols  Evans.  Jr. 
. T.B.S. 

. William  I.  Eubanks 


District  Superintendent . 

A  m  i  te-I  ndcpcndence . 

Angie.  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary’s  Chapel 
Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . 

Thirkicld-Harry's  Chapel . 

Ccnter-Darlmgton . 

Covington: 

First  . 

F  itzgerald-Waldheim . 

Day's . 

Denham  Springs: 

First  . 


Roberts-St.  Luke . 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher . 

Wman-Hayes  Chapel 

Greensburg-Weslcy  Chapel . 

Hammond.  First . 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon . 

Lacombe . 

Livingston . 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 
Mandeville.  St. 

Timothy-on-the-North  Shore . 

Associate . 

Mangum  Chapel-James  Chapel 

Montpelier . — 

Pearl  River . 

Ponchatoula: 

First-Lee's  Landing . 

Wesley  Chapel . 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate . 

Associate  . . . . 

First . 

Associate . •••— 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion . 

Springfield: 

First-Huff  Chapel-Maurepas . 

St.  Jamcs-Newell . 

Ialisheek . . . . . 

Tangipahoa-Pine  Ridge 

Tickfaw.  Ncsom  Memorial-Pine  Grove 

Vamado-Sun-Bush . 

Walker. 

First . . 

Corbin . . 

Friendship . 

Watson.  Live  Oak . 

RUSTON 

District  Superintendent . 

Ansley-Antioch . 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah . 

Arizona . 

Athens-Crossroads . 

Bcmice-Beech  Grove-Summerficld . 

Beulah-Indian  Village . 

Bienville . 

Chatham-Concord . 

Choudrant-Douglas . 

Clay . 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley . 

Downsville-Bethcl-Mt.  Nebo . . 

Doyline-Sibley . 

Dubach . 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros . 

Farmerville . 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove . 

Harmony  Chapel . 

Haynesville-Shongaloo . 

Heflin-Brushwood . 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope . 

Homcr-Wesley  Chapel,  Homer . 

Jonesboro . . . 

Lisbon . 

Manon-Bird's  Chapel . 

Memorial-Salem . 

Minden. 

First . 

Associate . 

Lakeview . 

Mt  Zion . 

Pilgrim  Rest . 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . 

Quitman-Ccnterpoint . 

Rmggold-Castor . 

Ruston: 

Faith-Wesley  Chapel . 


.  (Wilbur  G.C.  Davis,  Sr.)  4 

. W.  Spiller  Milton  2 

. Terrence  S.  August  1 3 

. TBS. 

. Charles  B  Humphreys  4 

.  Barbara  S  Duke  3 

. Ellen  Alston  2 

..(L.  John  Locascio  PTLP)  I 
. (Percy  M.  Frazier)  9 


. J.  Lawrence  Maddin  6 

Martha  W.  Pleasant  PM  1 
(Mike  Polk  PTLP)  3 

. T.B.S 

..  (Gene  M.  Faurie  FTLP)  2 

. Larry  D.  Robertson  4 

. Edwin  J.  Barksdale  R  7 

. ClifTC.  Wright.  Jr  3 

. Bryan  S.  Dauphin  3 

. Joe  W  McClain  2 

. Gary  D  Willis  4 

. Alonzo  J.  Campbell  3 


. (Paul  C.  Singletary.  Sr.)  2 

. (Nolan  Robinson  PTLP)  2 

.  (William  Johnny  Clark  PTLP)  I 

. C.  Jeffrey  Duke  3 

. (E.  Rand  Guy  PTLP)  3 


..  Karl  D.  Wood  23 


. .  Melissa  L.  Draper  3 

. . (Allan  Anderson  PTLP)  3 

. (Lewis  Morris.  Jr.  PTLP)  3 

. Howard  B.  Childs  1 

DISTRICT 

. . . James  M.  Poole  4 

. (Homer  V,  Bailes  R)  2 

. Douglas  B.  deGraffenried  4 

. (William  J.  Maxey  PTLP)  I 

. T.  B  S 

. Carolyn  P.  Volentine  2 

. Robert  E.  Townsend  I 

. (Leo  L.  Beck  R)  I 

. (Owen  H  Peyton  FTLP)  2 

. Raymond  M.  Crofoot  R  3 

.  T  B  S 

. .  Rhonda  E.  Feurtado  PM  2 

. .  Richard  O.  Teeter  I 

. Lyndle  R.  Bullard  PM  I 

.  Merlin  W.  Merrill  R  9 

. (T.  Lynn  Malone.  Jr.  SLP)  2 

. . Larry  D.  O'Dell  3 

. (Donald  E.  MacDonald  FTLP)  I 

. TBS. 

. . Byrd  L.  Terry  4 

. (Judith  D.  Bazer  PTLP)  4 

. Randall  B.  Scrivener  3 

. Terry  C.  Willis  3 

. David  B.  Dietzel  I 

. (John  R.  Oldham  R)  6 

. (Bryant  E.  Gore  FTLP)  4 

. (Lloyd  E.  Scott  FTLP)  7 

. . Carl  E.  Rhoads.  1 II  3 

.  W  Mark  Strickland  PM  2 

.  J.  Thomas  Logan  3 

. Martin  W.  Cone  PM  3 

. Quinton  J.  Gibson  2 

. (Joseph  H  Windham  PTLP)  8 

. ..(Linda  K.  Shepherd  FTLP)  2 

. Steven  J.  Porter  3 

. . . Karen  Albano  PM  1 


.  L.  Andy  Foreman  I 

. Andrew  J.  Douglas  5 

. W.  Odell  Simmons  I 

. Kenneth  M.  Fisher  3 

. Samuel  W.  Walker.  Sr.  R  9 

. James  F.  Comer  I 

. Thomas  L.  Howe.  Jr.  3 

. (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  4 

. Kenneth  R.  Jones  7 

. Abraham  E  Davis  19 

. John  D.  V.  Hamilton  l 

.  (James  S.  Davidson  R)  I 

. Russell  L.  Jones  1 5 

. Rebecca  D.  Conner  PM  2 

. Chang  Kyu  Lee  9 

. William  L.  Jones  2 

.  ...Leland  D  Wade  I 

. Leslie  P  Norris  8 

. JcfTery  D.  Conner  PM  2 

. M  .  Douglas  Ezell  4 

. McKinley  Franklin  I 

. Alfred  Pollar  7 

. (Percell  Church.  Sr.)  7 

. Clyde  C.  Frazier,  Jr.  14 

. Timothy  M.  Smith  PM  3 

. (Burnell  Bell  FTLP)  9 

.  Wesley  C  Reagan  1 

. Robert  W.  Bengtson  I 

..  (Walter  B  Pennington  PTLP)  2 

. Richard  T.  Stiltner  PM  2 

. (Ulyssc  Stephens  FTLP)  4 

DISTRICT 

. William  D.  Peeples  1 

. G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr.  1 

. (Eddie  Francis)  5 


T^nit 

2 

Associate . 

.  M.  Roily  Walker 

14 

1 

Springhill-Sarepta . . 

. Ronald  D.  Dauphin 

. (Joe  E.  Hunter  PTLP) 

1 

5 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . 

. Robert  L.  Potter 

1 

1 

. (Lee  C  Jennings  R) 

3 

. Robert  I  Galatas 

5 

5 

1 

3 

? 

Logansport-Bethcl  ...  . 

Longstrcet-Shiloh-Keatchie . 

Mansfield 

. (Loretta  M  Lampkin  FTLP) 

. (Ramona  S.  Eubanks  PTLP) 

. Richard  H.  Humphries 

2 

3 

Wesley-Shady  Grove . 

.  S.  Charles  Byrd  OD 

3 

1 

1 

.  (Levi  Moore  PTLP) 

1 

6 

5 

3 

Vivian 

3 

Zwolle-Converse-Noble . 

Shrevcport-Bossier  City: 

. Walter  L.  Parr.  Jr 

1 

4 

Paul  D  Davis 

4 

Blanchard . 

Bossier  City,  First . 

.  (Ellen  B  Montegudo  FTLP) 

. . R.  Larry  Stafford 

4 

2 

5 

1 

Broadmoor . . . 

. .  W  Dwight  Ramsey 

4 

5 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Caddo  Heights-Haughton . 

Christ . 

.  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr  R 

. . Benedict  A.  Galloway  R 

. Kathy  A.  Clark-Dickens 

. J.  Roddy  Taylor 

. A.  Trent  Palmer.  Ill 

11 

5 

1 

1 

4 

Ellerbe  Road . . . 

Fairfield-Faith . 

. (James  A.  Van  Hook.  Jr.  PTLP) 

. (Willie  E.  Jackson.  Jr.  FTLP) 

2 

4 

3 

Jewella 

Rosa-James  Ch.-St.  Matthew  ... .. 
Johnson  Chapel . 

. (Oscar  Tippin,  Jr.  FTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

2 

Keithville . 

Lakeview . . . 

Love  Chapel . . . 

Mangum  . 

McDonald . 

Mornmgside-Cedar  Grove .. 

Mt.  Zion . 

Noel . 

Associate . ..... 

Associate . 

North  Highlands . 

St.  James-Round  Grove  ...... 

St.  Luke's . 

St.  Paul . 

Shreveport: 

First . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Associate . . 

Shreveport.  New  Church ... 

Summer  Grove . 

Associate . 

Associate . 

Trinity . 


Clifford  N.  McCall  OD 

. Conrad  P.  Edwards 

. (John  H.  Lavo) 

. Paul  C  Carroll.  Sr 

.  (Clyde  T  Smith  PTLP) 

. J.  Van  Dickens.  Ill 

. T.B.S 

. Grayson  B  Watson 

. Barry  Hoekstra  PM 

Garland  C.  Dean.  Jr  R 

. James  R.  McLelland 

.  Marcell  A.  Johnson  PM 

. A.  Wayne  Evans 

. George  L.  Thomas 


Director  of 

CrossLines  Ministry.  COM . 

Directors  of  Parish  Development 
Director,  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  .. 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 
Area  Secretary. 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries . 

Staff  of  Jurisdictional  Agencies 
Exec.  Dir.  of  Mission 

&  Admin./South  Central  Jurisdiction . 

Missionaries 

United  Theological  College,  Bangalore,  India . Carlos  A.  Welch  AL 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools 
and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Dean  of  the 

Chapel/Director  Rel.  Life, 

Duke  University . 

T.  L.  James  Prof,  of 


. J.  Vernon  Fairley  2 

. (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP)  2 

...(William  R.  Boyd  PTLP)  7 

. Theo  S.  Standley  7 

. Ester  L.  Hammond  4 

. Warren  Coleman  OD  I 

. Larry  G.  Miller  I 


.  Elizabeth  T.  Irvine  OD  BR  5 
. . John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  LC  3 


..Julius  Jefferson  LC  5 


.  L.  Ray  Branton  SH  I 


.  Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC  2 


..Robert  Ed  Taylor  SH  32 


Rel./Chap.,  Centenary  College . 

Asst.  Dean  for  Admission 

&  Comm.  Life.  Perkins,  SMU  . . 

Director.  CSCC  Program.  Centenary  . 

Director.  Washington 

Theological  Consortium . 

President.  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
Prof,  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  of  Theology  . . 

Instr.  in  Systematic  Theol.,  __  .  .  . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  3 

Prof./Teaching  Minister,  _  ...  .  Kir. 

Iliff  School  of  Theology . - . Clarence  H.  Snelhng,  Jr.  NO  29 

APPOINTED  ACROSS  CONFERENCE  LINES 

Associate  Pastor.  First,  Dallas,  GA . Heide  Erin  Davis  LC  3 

Emory  University 


. Linn  M.  Caraway  SH  1 1 

.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  SH  I 


David  G.  Tnckett  NO 
.  Alfred  L.  Noms  NO 


..  Theodore  R.  Weber  NO  35 


Campus  Ministries,  Atlanta,  GA . Herbert  M.  Scott  SH 

North  Cross  UMC.  Kansas  City.  MO . Brian  R.  Barron  PM  RUS 


CAMPUS 

Gramblmg  State  University . 

Louisiana  Tech . 

McNeese  University . 

Northeast  Louisiana  University . 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University . 

Southern  University . 

TUCM-LSU . 

Tulane  University . v-; . 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 
UNO-SUNO- Delgado . 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 
Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

Coordinator  Treatment  Center, 

Outpatient  Gen.  Psy.  Serv.,  Vet. 

Admin.  Hosp..  New  Orleans . 

US  Army . 

US  Army . 

US  Army . . 

US  Navy . 

US  Air  Force . 

US  Air  Force . 

US  Air  Force . 

Veterans  Administration, 

Alexandria . 

Correctional  Institutions  Chaplaincy 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute . 


MINISTERS 

. Quinton  J.  Gibson  RUS  2 

. Andrew  R.  Hurst  RUS  2 

. ...  Wayne  G.  Taylor  LC  1 1 

.  James  E.  Wilson  MON  24 

. Roger  Templeton  PM  AL  I 

. . M  Eugene  Finnell  NS  6 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes  BR  I 

.  Randall  K  Nichols  BR  10 

John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  NO  5 

. R  Don  Ross  AC  1 5 

.  Dale  E.  Branch  NO  3 


. Clarence  G.  Fuller  NO  1 3 

. Willie  Lee  Henry  NO  19 

. Burton  F.  Blair  SH  I 

. Macky  R.  Giles  PM  SH  I 

. Robert  G  Rowland  NO  18 

. John  G.  Whitley  BR  9 

.  W.  Scott  Adams  AL  I 

. William  H.  Willis  RUS  I 

.  Thomas  M.  Babington.  Ill  AL  26 

. . Bertrand  Griffin  BR  16 


Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations 
and  Other  Related  Ministries 

Asst.  Admin.,  United 

Methodist  Children’s  Home . Douglas  T.  Williams,  Jr.  RUS  8 

Director  of  Development.  MCH,  Ruston . August  E.  Aamodt  RUS  7 

Chaplain/Director 

Christian  Education,  MCH  Ruston . William  H.  Willis  RUS  4 

Pastoral  Counselor 

Joseph  Bolen  Assoc..  Springfield,  IL . Roy  B.  Nash  NO  3 

Chaplain/Director 

Past.  Care.  Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hosp . Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  1 7 

Chaplain,  East  LA. 

State  Hospital,  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  R  BR  22 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor,  Ecumenical 

Center  for  Religion  &  Health. 

San  Antonio.  TX . - .  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  6 

Chaplain.  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital . Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  1 1 

Chaplain.  S.C.  Dept.  Youth  Services . Howard  D.  Ellzcy  BR  20 

Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital . Stephen  C.  Fleming  BR  2 

Director,  Peoples 

Community  Center . (Marva  L.  Mitchell  FTLP)  NO  1 

Director  of  Outreach 

Services.  MCH,  Ruston . Robert  E.  Townsend  RUS  4 

Samaritan  Counseling  Center,  Shreveport . Charles  B.  Roper  SH  5 

Scope  Ministries,  Opelika,  AL . John  Howard  Sewell  BR  6 

Wesley  Community 

Center,  Atlanta,  GA-GBGM . William  Craig  Taylor  NO  10 

Clinical  Pastoral  Education  Hospital  Residency 

Grady  Memorial  Hospital,  Atlanta,  GA . Macky  R.  Giles  PM  SH  1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY 
USUALLY  EXTENDED  THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 


Asst.  Dean  of  Students. 

University  of  Wisconsin . 

Exec.  Dir.  Creative 

Min.  Assoc.,  Durham,  NC.. 


..William  Douglas  McLean  RUS  8 
. Cathy  S.  Carlson  MON  1 7 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENT  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 


Evergreen  Ministries . 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary . . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  . 

University  of  Texas,  Arlington . 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary . 

Good  Samaritan  Medical  Center,  Phoenix  .. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . 

Boston  School  of  Theology . . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . 


..  R.  Stephen  Casey  SH  3 


. James  F.  Haynes  AC 

Walter  Lee  Parker  PM  AC 
Wybra  Price,  II  PM  AC 
Roger  Templeton  PM  AL 
.  M.  Theresa  McConnell  AL 

. Charles  E.  Evans  BR 

. S.  Kemper  Smith  LC 

Richard  M.  Boyett  MON 
....  Enka  S.  Jefferson  PM  NO 
Karen  Albano  PM  RUS 
...John  G.  Deschner  PM  AC 


DISABILITY  LEAVE 


. Donald  A.  Webb  R  I 

. . Robert  L  Burgess  3 

. Barry  E.  Hughes  PM  1 

. Wyatt  D.  Boddic  R  10 

. William  F.  Mayo  R  7 

. Robert  A.  Weber  1 

. Willis  W  Dear  2 

Robert  B.  Cnchlow,  Sr.  R  9 

. . (Terry  A.  Love  SLP)  3 

....  (Carl  D  Munyon  PTLP)  3 


12 

1 

10 

5 

10 

7 

. Gilbert  Wade  BR 

2 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

5 

1 

. Douglas  L.  Davis  AL 

4 

3 

1 

2 

. Kathy  H.  Schaffhauser  BR 

4 

Leave  of  Absence  . 

. C  David  Billings.  Jr.  NO 

4 

1 

1 

Leave  of  Absence . 

.  K.  Dale  Hensarling  SH 

1 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN  CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 
Conference  Staff 

Executive  Director  of 

Administration/Treasurer . Stone  W.  Caraway  BR  2 

Executive  Director  of 

LA.  Methodist  Foundation . Kenneth  R.  Reed  BR  3 

Executive  Director  of 

Council  on  Ministries . Donald  C.  Cottriil  BR  3 

Director  of  Special 
Ministrics/Institutional 

Development . George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR  1 

Director,  Educational  & 

Worship  Ministries,  COM . Leslie  N.  Akin  PM  BR  2 


DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Director  of  Christian  Education . ....Barbara  C.  Einsel  AC 

Director  of  Christian  Education . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan  AL 

Director,  Child  Develop.  & 

Membership  Cultivation,  University,  BR .  Linda  Fox  BR 

Director,  Christian  Education,  Broadmoor,  BR . Sue  Kelly  BR 

Licensed  Mental  Health 

Counselor,  Oakdale . Norma  Garlington  LC 

Director,  Conf.  Rel/Div. 

of  Diaconal  Min.,  Nashville . Joaquin  Garcia  MON 

Director  of  Music, 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston . . . Roger  Michael  Cloud  RUS 

Social  Worker, 

Methodist  Children’s  Home . Michele  V.  Townsend  RUS 

Di  rector  of  Music,  Noel . . . . . Suzanne  Cate  SH 

Director  of  Music.  Bossier  City.  First . - . J.  Sidney  Montegudo  SH 

Director  of  Christian 

Education,  North  Highlands . Doris  R.  Sheppard  SH 

TRANSFERRED  OUT 

Jay  P.  Irby . 7-1-91 . Pacific  Northwest 

Kurt  Frederick  Oheim . 6-1-92 . Northwest  Texas 
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Editorials = 


Genetics  study  merits  praise,  use 


Haste  and  lateness  of  hour  can 
obscure  actions  taken  in  the  closing 
hours  of  any  United  Methodist 
General  Conference. 

One  such  action  by  the  recent  1 992 
assembly  merits  particular  attention: 
The  adoption,  with  minimal  discus¬ 
sion,  of  the  10,000-word  report  of  the 
Genetic  Science  Task  Force. 

The  1 1 -member  task  force  had 
been  mandated  by  the  1988  General 
Conference  to  assess,  among  other 
things,  developments  in  genetics  and 
their  implications  for  all  life  in  light 
of  Christian  theology  and  ethics. 

We  believe  the  resulting  report 
and  its  recommendations  are  a 
model  of  how  to  apply  Christian 
faith  and  practice  to  a  complex  sci¬ 
entific  and  social  concern. 

Among  other  things,  the  report  re¬ 
flects  a  process  of  careful  listening  to 
experts  in  matters  related  to  genetics 
research,  application  and  regulation. 


The  task  force  held  hearings  during 
the  last  four  years  in  eight  locations 
across  the  U.S.  to  glean  basic  informa¬ 
tion  on  genetics-related  issues. 

The  report  prefaces  its  findings 
with  an  insightful  overview  of  theo¬ 
logical  principles  to  guide  discus¬ 
sion  of  such  issues. 

It  sets  the  stage  by  pointing  out  that 
genetics  issues  “demand  continuing 
dialogue  at  all  levels  of  the  church  as 
persons  . . .  seek  to  discern  and  live 
out  God’s  vision  for  creation.” 

Then  the  report  discusses  key  ele¬ 
ments  of  a  God-centered  vision,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Christian  belief  that  cre¬ 
ation  belongs  to  God  and  that 
technology  should  serve  humanity 
and  God  within  the  context  of  God’s 
intention  to  redeem  and  save  all  life. 

The  report  states  why  it  is  urgent 
for  Christians  to  grapple  with  genet¬ 
ics  issues.  Genetic  science,  it  points 
out,  “crosses  new  frontiers  as  it  ex- 


New  voting  method  needs  'light' 


Now  that  the  dust  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  has  settled  a  bit,  some  ob¬ 
servers  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  top  policy-making  body  are 
scratching  their  heads  in  puzzlement. 

Their  dilemma  as  they’ve  ex¬ 
pressed  it  to  us: 

How  could  some  General  Confer¬ 
ence  votes  taken  only  minutes  apart 
on  the  same  issue  show  such  appar¬ 
ently  wide  shifts  of  opinion? 

For  example,  when  offered  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  remove  language  from  the 
Social  Principles  condemning  ho¬ 
mosexual  practice,  the  vote  among 
the  nearly  1 ,000  delegates  was  a  rel¬ 
atively  close  60-40  percent  against 
doing  so. 

Minutes  later,  voting  on  whether 
to  retain  the  church’s  current  lan¬ 
guage  condemning  homosexual 
practice,  the  vote  was  an  over¬ 
whelming  75-25  percent  in  favor. 

What  happened? 

We  won’t  speculate  on  how  this 
year’s  debates — often  heartfelt  and 
heated  —  may  have  swayed  the 
minds  of  delegates. 

We  can,  however,  offer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  insight: 

The  advent  of  electronic  push-but¬ 
ton  balloting,  beginning  with  the  1988 
General  Conference,  has  changed  the 
dynamics  of  voting. 

Prior  to  electronic  balloting,  dele¬ 
gates  used  voice  votes — yea  or  nay — 
raised  their  hands  or  stood  to  cast 
their  votes.  Especially  in  the  latter  two 
instances,  delegates  could  observe 
how  each  other  voted.  Lobby  groups 
on  the  sidelines  kept  careful  watch  on 
who  voted  how.  Presiding  bishops  of¬ 
ten  decided  key  issues  by  how  they  in¬ 
terpreted  close  vote  counts. 

Since  1988,  however,  things  have 
been  much  different. 

The  primary  difference  is  that 
votes  are  cast  anonymously.  Hence, 
though  all  that  previously  was  done 


Genetic  science 
"crosses  new  frontiers  as 
it  explores  the  essence  of 
life." 

plores  the  essence  of  life.” 

For  example,  altering  the  genetic 
makeup  of  human,  animal  and  plant 
life  risks  profound  consequences  for 
life  itself.  Such  alterations  include  the 
possibility  of  radically  changing  the 
very  meaning  of  "human”  life. 

That  future  is  closer  than  one 
might  imagine!  Underscoring  the 
immediate  relevance  of  the  task 
force’s  report,  a  major  daily  news¬ 
paper  headline  appeared  just  days 
after  its  adoption:  “Gene-altered 
food  may  be  ready  in  ’93.” 

In  addition,  the  report  states 
what  large  numbers  of  families  al¬ 
ready  know:  genetic  medical  prob¬ 
lems  are  quite  common.  The  knowl¬ 
edge  explosion  about  such 
problems,  including  the  ability  to 
“screen”  for  genetic  disorders  be¬ 
fore  birth,  poses  tough  moral 
choices.  Many  sincere  Christians 
are  ill-equipped  to  deal  with  these. 

The  Genetic  Science  Task  Force 
report  does  not  offer  quick  fixes  for 
dealing  with  such  problems — nor 
should  it.  It  does  an  impressive  job, 
however,  of  identifying  problem  ar¬ 
eas  and  posing  questions  for  handling 
them  in  a  morally  responsible  way. 

We  commend  the  task  force  on 
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The  workbook  cover  for  a  recent  conference  sponsored  by  the  Hous¬ 
ton-based  Institute  of  Religion  stressed  the  Human  Genome  Project 
(HGP)  to  map  the  human  genetic  structure.  A  new  church  study  of¬ 
fers  a  model  of  how  to  apply  Christian  principles  to  genetics  issues. 

its  work  and  General  Conference 
for  approving  it,  albeit  in  last-min¬ 


ute  haste.  It  deserves  the  widest 
possible  use  throughout  our  church. 


(For  a  copy  of  the  report,  contact 
Jay  dee  Hanson,  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  100  Maryland 
Ave.  N.E.,  Washington,  DC  20002.) 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


REPORTER  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CIEMENTS 

A  moving  bar  of  light  across  the 
bottom  of  the  giant  TV  screen 
signals  delegates  when  to  push 
buttons  to  cast  their  ballots  elec¬ 
tronically.  This  method  of  bal¬ 
loting  has  had  a  significant 
effect  on  the  dynamics  of  voting 
at  General  Conference. 

openly  continues — caucus  groups 
lobby,  bishops  preside  and  speakers 
debate — delegates  cast  their  votes 
in  private. 

Privacy  ensured,  delegates  are 
freer  to  vote  their  conscience,  their 
whim  or  both,  thus  making  less  pre¬ 
dictable  their  outward  consistency 
from  one  ballot  to  another. 

This  new  reality  gives  double 
meaning  to  the  words  presiding  bish¬ 
ops  use  to  instruct  delegates  to  re¬ 
spond  when  the  electronic  “ballot” 
appears  on  the  giant  screen  at  the 
front  of  the  convention  hall:  “Please 
vote  when  the  light  appears.” 

It  reminds  us  that  those  whom  we 
select  to  represent  us  as  General 
Conference  delegates  need  more 
than  ever  to  be  people  whose  lives, 
private  and  public,  not  only  re¬ 
spond  to  “the  light”  but  also  reveal 
the  light  of  Christ. 


Editorial  on  L.A.  riots  criticized 


Your  May  15  editorial  headlined, 
“Lessons  we  can’t  ignore,”  should 
have  emphasized  a  need  for  law  and 
order.  You  seemed  to  almost  justify 
the  action  of  the  Los  Angeles  mob. 

Regardless  of  how  some  may 
have  viewed  the  jury’s  verdict  in 
the  King  case,  there  is  absolutely  no 
justification  for  the  mob’s  killing 
innocent  victims  and  burning  and 
looting  their  businesses  and  homes. 

These  persons  should  be  brought 
to  justice,  which  may  result  in  some 
being  convicted  of  murder  and  oth¬ 
er  heinous  crimes.  They  used  the 
jury  verdict  as  a  pretext  for  their 
terrible  actions. 

Incidentally,  I  am  a  member  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
have  been  since  1936.  Too,  I  am 
city  judge  of  Covington,  Tenn.,  and 
have  served  as  such  for  more  than 
15  years,  and  I  feel  strongly  about 
law  and  order. 

1  strongly  deplore  police  brutality. 
However,  I  feel  that  our  citizenry 
must  accept  court  determinations 
even  when  we  disagree  with  them. 
To  do  otherwise  is  to  foster  anarchy. 
Wilbur  F.  Cash 
Covington,  Tennessee 


Youth  treated  rudely 

I  was  recently  privileged  to  attend 
the  General  Conference  in  Louisville 
as  a  sponsor  of  a  youth  choir  from 
the  Northwest  Texas  Conference. 

I  was  disappointed  that  most  bish¬ 
ops  and  others  on  the  front  risers  and 
voting  delegates  immediately  in  front 
of  the  lectern  found  it  necessary  to 
talk,  visit,  conduct  business,  and  be 
essentially  rude  when  our  choir  sang 
at  the  gathering. 

It  prompted  questions  from  our 
choir  memberr  such  as,  “Why  did  we 
bother  to  come?”  and  “How  come 
they  didn’t  listen  to  us?”  You  would 
expect  kids  to  think  things  like  that  af¬ 
ter  riding  on  buses  for  up  to  29  hours 
to  sing  at  perhaps  the  biggest  worship 
service  they  ever  would  attend. 

After  this  bitterly  disappointing 
performance  they  sang  an  im¬ 
promptu  concert  at  a  mall  in  Louis¬ 
ville  to  the  delight  and  admiration 
of  those  in  the  mall.  This  prompted 
comments  like,  “Well,  at  least  the 
people  of  Louisville  liked  us  even  if 
the  United  Methodists  didn’t.” 

If  so  many  of  the  general  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  could  not  treat  their 


Faithfully  yours= 


future  leaders  with  respect  and  dig¬ 
nity,  it’s  likely  that  the  world’s 
problems  are  beyond  their  reach. 

Samuel  N.  Macferran,  Jr. 

Midland,  Texas 

Conclusions  challenged 

I  found  Thomas  Langford’s 
“Here  I  Stand”  article  in  the  April 
17  issue  quite  interesting.  Since  I 
haven’t  seen  the  newly  adopted 
Book  of  Worship  I  assume  he  pres¬ 
ents  information  about  the  book 
with  accuracy  (see  UMR,  May  22). 

The  conclusion  he  draws  is  that 
the  proposed  book  “is  firmly 
grounded  in  our  tradition  that 
names  God  predominately  as  ‘Fa¬ 
ther’  and  also  recognizes  that  God 
may  be  addressed  by  many  names.” 

Why  does  this  leave  me  believing 
that  the  “right"  name  is  “Father”  and 
other  names  are  only  tolerated  by 
those  trying  to  be  politically  correct?  I 
can  only  conclude  that  the  new  wor¬ 
ship  book  reinforces  a  paternalistic 
tradition  supporting  a  narrow  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  deity  which  underlies 
our  paternalistic  social  system. 

Alice  Jensen  McFarlane 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


Here  I  Stand= 
Vote  swapping 
to  elect  bishops 
must  be  banned 

By  JIMMY  S.  JONES 

In  1987  an  unexpected  turn  of 
events  occurred  in  my  life.  I  was 
elected  the  Florida  Conference  epis¬ 
copal  candidate  to  the  1988  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

My  friends  can  verify  the  fact 
that  being  elected  a  bishop  was  not 
a  top  priority  with  me.  While  they 
were  disturbed  by  my  take-it-or- 
leave-it  stance,  I  was  distressed  by 
all  that  I  learned  as  an  insider  about 
the  election  process,  especially  the 
practice  of  vote  swapping. 

Rationale  offered 

Many  of  my  colleagues  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  justify  the  system  of 
vote  exchange  with  the  rationale 
that  the  process  now  is  in  the  open 
whereas  in  earlier  years  secret  deals 
were  made  by  caucus  groups  meet¬ 
ing  in  closed  rooms. 

One  of  the  obvious  fallacies  in 
the  vote  exchange  process  is  the  fact 
that  larger  conferences  have  an  ad¬ 
vantage  simply  because  they  have 
the  most  votes  to  swap.  By  negotia¬ 
tions  with  a  few  other  conferences 
with  large  delegations,  election  re¬ 
sults  can  be  affected  significantly. 

It  would  be  prudent  for  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences  to  make  radical 
changes  in  the  whole  process  before 
the  system  collapses  as  does  a  bridge 
built  on  faulty  engineering  principles. 

For  starters,  why  not  ban  vote 
swapping  entirely?  Once  past  that 
hurdle  the  focus  could  be  on  dele¬ 
gates’  freedom  to  vote  their  convic¬ 
tions  based  on  the  candidates’  merits. 

In  the  months  prior  to  the  meeting 
of  Jurisdictional  Conference,  episco¬ 
pal  nominees  could  be  invited  to  visit 
with  various  conference  delegations 
for  extensive  interviews  during  which 
they  share  their  vision  for  the  church 
and  other  relevant  insights. 

Getting  to  know  candidates 

In  addition,  why  not  add  one  or 
two  days  to  the  sessions  of  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  to  know  the  candidates? 

Furthermore,  it  is  not  beyond  rea¬ 
son  to  have  each  candidate  preach 
briefly.  My  guess  is  that  the  majority 
of  delegates  vote  for  candidates  about 
whom  they  know  very  little. 

In  fairness  one  must  say  that  our 
flawed  system  has  not  prevented 
the  election  of  many  well-qualified 
bishops.  Even  so,  good  results  do 
not  justify  faulty  means. 

A  faulty  process  demeans  the  of¬ 
fice  whereas  a  higher  ethical  proce¬ 
dure  would  not  negate  but  enhance 
the  selection  of  outstanding  bishops. 

" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Jimmy  S.  Jones 
is  superintendent  of  the  Gainesville 
District  (Florida  Annual  Conference). 


Thanks,  old  friend,  for  reminder  about  ministry 


Denise  Stovall 


“Excuse  me,  are  you  Denise 
Johnson?” 

“Denise  John¬ 
son  Stovall.  ”  I 
said,  showing  her 
my  General  Con¬ 
ference  press 
badge  bearing  my 
married  name  in 
big,  bold  letters. 

“Well,  1  thought 
that  was  you,"  she  said,  beaming 
with  delight.  “I’m  Beverly  Calendar 
Anderson;  we  went  to  high  school 
together!” 

After  staring  up  at  the  tall,  strik¬ 
ing  woman  during  what  seemed  like 
an  eternity,  I  finally  realized  that 
she  did  look  vaguely  familiar. 

I  could  not  believe  it!  Here  I  was, 
attending  a  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  banquet  in  Louis¬ 
ville.  Ky.,  and  out  of  200  people 


there,  I  meet  an  old  Chicago  high 
school  classmate. 

Now  the  real  shocker  for  me: 
Beverly  is  not  only  an  active  United 
Methodist  layperson  but  also  a  min¬ 
ister’s  spouse — just  like  me! 

Following  that  revelation,  my 
voice  must  have  gone  up  three  oc¬ 
taves.  I  was  so  surprised  that  I  beck¬ 
oned  her  to  leave  the  dining  hall  for 
the  back  steps  so  our  high  school 
stories  would  not  interrupt  the  din¬ 
ner  speaker’s  presentation. 

Later  that  week,  Beverly  and  I 
talked  on  and  on  via  a  telephone 
call  to  my  hotel  and  during  lunch 
between  General  Conference  ses¬ 
sions.  Her  husband,  Michael,  is  a 
ministerial  member  of  the  South  In¬ 
diana  conference. 

She  was  attending  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  renew  old  friendships 
and  to  meet  new  brothers  and  sis¬ 


ters  in  the  faith. 

More  importantly,  as  a  good 
“shipmate,”  Beverly  wanted  to 
learn  first-hand  how  the  big  ship  of 
United  Methodism  sets  its  course 
for  its  voyage  into  the  future. 

Although  I  had  not  seen  Beverly 
since  our  last  high  school  reunion  a 
decade  ago,  we  chatted  for  an  hour 
like  old  buddies  about  our  minis¬ 
tries  as  clergy  spouses. 

We  told  stories  about  the  joys  and 
disappointments  of  moving,  as  we 
both  had  done,  to  a  new  conference, 
a  new  congregation  and  a  new 
home.  We  giggled  about  the  innova¬ 
tive  ways  our  children  handle  being 
“PKs”  (preachers’  kids). 

But  joking  aside,  I  knew  that  Bev¬ 
erly  takes  seriously,  as  I  do,  the  cov¬ 
enants  that  govern  both  our  lives: 
our  marriage  covenant  and  our 
spouses’  covenants  as  ordained 


United  Methodist  ministers. 

As  Beverly  and  I  said  our  good¬ 
byes  in  the  lobby  of  the  Louisville 
Convention  Center,  I  thanked  her 
for  lunch  and  promised  to  stay  in 
touch. 

But  there  is  one  “thank  you”  I 
forgot  to  say:  Thank  you,  Beverly, 
for  reminding  me  of  our  unique 
ministry  with  the  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  people  of  God. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Ms.  Stovall  is  an  Associate  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 


The  United  Methodist 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“In  all  your  ways  acknowledge 
him,  and  he  will  make  straight  your 
paths.” 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 
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(Inst  week's  answer  Psalms  34:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  8 

Monday:  Psalms  104:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  104:24-34 
Wednesday:  Acts  2:1-21 
Thursday:  Genesis  1 1:1-9 
Friday:  John  14:8-17,  25-27 
Saturday:  Romans  8:1-13 
Sunday:  Romans  8:14-17 


Book  of  Discipline,  Book  of 
Resolutions,  Guidelines  for  Local 
Churches,  and  UM  Directory 


Order  your  copies 
now! 

1992  Book  of 
Discipline.  New  size; 
new  easy- to- read 
typeface. 

036925.  Genuine 
leather,  $39.95 
036895. 

Hardbound,  $11.95; 
6  or  more,  each, 
$10.95 

036909.  Korean, 

$11.95 

036917.  Spanish, 

$11.95 

1992  Book  of 
Resolutions. 
Incorporates  1992 
General  Conference. 
New  size  matches 
Discipline. 

037387. 

Hardbound,  $9.95 
The  United 
Methodist 
Directory,  1993. 
Invaluable  resource. 
322603.  Paper,  $5.95 


Guidelines  for 
Leadership  in  the  Local 
Church.  Available  as  a 
complete  set  with  or 
without  a  durable  vinyl 
binder,  and  as  individual 
booklets.  Call  or  write  for 
a  complete  listing. 

Ask  about  special 
combination  prices. 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 
1-800-672-1789 

ORDER  BY  FAX 

ANYTIME: 

1-800-445-8189 

TDD  TOLL-FREE 
SERVICE: 
1-800-227-4091 
CALL  OR  VISIT 
YOUR  COKESBURY 
STORE 

WRITE  YOUR 
COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER 

Satisfaction  guaranteed ! 
Prices  subject  to  change. 
Add  your  state’s  sales  tax. 
Transportation  additional. 
Thank  you  for  your  order ! 
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Sexual  harassment:  'We  want  it  stopped' 


SPECIAL  PENTECOST:  United  Meth¬ 
odists  around  the  world  have  been  asked  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  observe  Pentecost  week¬ 
end,  June  6-7,  by  prayer,  fasting  and  sacrificial 
giving.  The  purpose  is  to  “remind  us  of  the  trag¬ 
ic  pain,  violence,  loss  and  death  that  both  pre¬ 
ceded  and  followed  the  ‘Rodney  King’  verdict 
and  to  make  us  sensitive  to  the  human  needs 
and  tensions  that  make  violence  and  brutality 
all  too  common  in  our  communities  all  over  the 
world.”  Congregations  are  asked  to  receive  an 
offering  June  7  for  relief  and  rehabilitation  of 
the  Los  Angeles  community  designated  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
identified  by  Advance  No.  901375-2. 

SUPPORT  FOR  'PEACE  TAX':  a  u.s. 

House  of  Representatives  subcommittee  con¬ 
sidering  a  “peace  tax  fund” 
proposal  heard  strong  sup¬ 
port  from  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  last  month  for  persons 
who  conscientiously  object 
to  payment  of  taxes  for  mil¬ 
itary  purposes.  Jaydee  Han¬ 
son,  a  program  director  of 

_  _  the  United  Methodist  Gen- 

Jaydee  Hanson  eral  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  said  the  Peace  Tax  Fund  Bill  will  provide 
the  way  loyal  Americans  can  pay  taxes  “with  the 
assurance  that  they  are  not  acting  in  opposition  to 
their  strong  religious  beliefs.”  A  resolution  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
in  1988  gives  “support  (to)  all  those  who  consci¬ 
entiously  object  to  . . .  the  payment  of  taxes  for 
military  purposes”  and  asks  that  their  stance  be 
“granted  legal  recognition.” 

FOOD  SHIPPED:  As  of  early  June,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  have  shipped  nearly  100,000 
boxes  of  food  to  the  former  Soviet  Union.  That 
translates  into  2,000  tons,  valued  at  about  $4 
million,  according  to  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver, 
interim  chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  About  half  the 
boxes  collected  through  UMCOR’s  Soviet  food 
lift  have  arrived  in  Moscow.  “The  rest  is  on  the 
high  seas,"  Dr.  Weaver  said.  In  addition,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  donated  $850,000  in  cash,  which 
will  be  used  for  development  projects  and  for 
bulk  food  purchases  in  the  fall. 

SUPPORT  IN  CHINA:  Despite  tighten¬ 
ing  of  political  freedom  in  China  since  1989, 
Christians  still  are  given  enough  “space”  to 
worship,  according  to  Bishop  K.H.  Ting,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  China  Christian  Council.  “The  intel¬ 
lectual  climate  for  Christians  is  better  today 
than  at  any  time  in  the  past  40  years,”  the  bish¬ 
op  told  a  recent  news  conference  in  New  York. 
Non-Christian  scholars  have  written  books  sup¬ 
portive  of  Christianity,  and  some  Chinese  have 
become  cultural  Christians  even  though  they  do 
not  attend  worship  services,  he  said. 

WCC  SEEKS  NEW  LEADER:  a  new 

World  Council  of  Churches  general  secretary  to 
succeed  the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  a  Methodist 
from  Uruguay,  will  be  elected  Aug.  23  during  a 
meeting  of  the  WCC  Central  Committee  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland.  Jan  Love,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  from  Columbia,  S.C.,  chairs  the  search 
committee. 

TO  HEAD  RACISM  STUDY:  Former 

President  Jimmy  Carter  has  agreed  to  serve  as 
honorary  chairman  of  the  Special  Commission 
of  Baptists  Against  Racism  being  formed  by  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance.  He  sent  “warm,  best 
wishes,  to  fellow  Southern  Baptists  who  are 
working  to  eliminate  social  discrimination.” 
President  Carter,  a  Southern  Baptist,  will  head 
an  international  committee  of  Baptist  leaders 
from  the  United  States  and  other  countries, 
many  of  which  are  embroiled  in  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  conflict. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

For  Craig  Hoskins,  one  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  on- 
staff  legal  advisers,  the  problem 
and  its  solution  are  simply  ex¬ 
pressed: 

“We  want  sexual  harassment 
in  the  church  to  stop  and  we 
want  to  develop  coordinated  pol¬ 
icies  to  stop  it.” 

Mr.  Hoskins,  house  counsel  for 
the  church’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  was 
among  church  leaders  who  spoke 
at  two  seminars  on  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  held  between  formal  ses¬ 
sions  of  the  1992  General 
Conference. 

The  seminars  were  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  the  church’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women. 

Sparked  by  1990  study 

The  gatherings,  which  attract¬ 
ed  approximately  equal  numbers 
of  men  and  women,  were 
sparked  by  results  of  a  1990  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  study  conducted 
by  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

The  study  found  that  72  percent 
of  clergywomen  and  23  percent  of 
laywomen  in  United  Methodist 
congregations  reported  suffering 
sexual  harassment  in  church-relat¬ 
ed  situations,  said  Trudie  K.  Pre- 
ciphs,  a  General  Council  on 
Ministries  staff  executive. 

While  women  are  sexually  ha¬ 


rassed  most  often,  it’s  important 
to  remember  that  men — fre¬ 
quently  pastors  who  counsel 
troubled  women — can  be  victims 
of  sexual  harassment  as  well,  Dr. 
Preciphs  emphasized. 

“Problems  associated  with  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  are  severe,”  she 
told  one  seminar  in  which  about 
65  people  packed  a  small  meet¬ 
ing  room  at  the  Commonwealth 
Convention  Center  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  the  General  Conference  site. 

Dr.  Preciphs  said  the  study’s 
results  have  convinced  church 
leaders  that  United  Methodists 
at  all  levels  of  the  church  must 
work  for  education  on  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  and  for  ministry  to 
both  victims  and  abusers. 

Mr.  Hoskins  commended  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  as  the 
leader  in  helping  the  church  ad¬ 
dress  the  problem. 

He  noted  that  COSROW  will 
instruct  new  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  new  bishops  on  poli¬ 
cies  against  sexual  harassment 
during  training  sessions  this  sum¬ 
mer  and  fall. 

'Significant  tort  liability' 

“From  a  legal  standpoint, 
there  is  significant  potential  tort 
liability  for  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  whether  there  are  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  advances  or 
whether  supervisors  allow  a  ‘hos¬ 
tile  environment’  in  which  ha¬ 
rassment  takes  place,”  Mr. 
Hoskins  explained. 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Dr.  Trudie  K.  Preciphs,  a  staff  executive 
with  the  church's  General  Council  on  Ministries,  displays  the 
1990  study  on  sexual  harassment  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  during  a  seminar  sponsored  by  the  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 


“The  ‘hostile  environment’  ar¬ 
gument  is  gaining  an  increasingly 
wide  acceptance  in  the  courts  for 
claims  made  by  both  employees 
and  volunteers. 

“When  there’s  litigation,  ev¬ 
erybody  gets  sued — bishops,  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  and  the 
denomination  itself.  Insurance 
companies  are  unwilling  to  pro¬ 
vide  liability  insurance  against 
sexual  harassment  suits  because 
they  are  considered  an  ‘inten¬ 
tional  tort’ — that  is,  something 
that  could  be  avoided  if  policies 
against  it  are  adopted  or  if  exist¬ 
ing  policies  are  enforced. 

“We  need  to  make  sure  our 
employees  understand  that  such 
behaviors  are  not  authorized  and 
will  not  be  tolerated.” 

Several  seminar  participants  in¬ 
dicated  that  they  represented  annu¬ 
al  conferences  which  are  preparing 
policies  on  sexual  harassment. 

Harriet  Jane  Olson,  an  attorney 
and  a  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Northern  New  Jer¬ 
sey  conference,  told  the  Reporter 
that  her  conference  and  the  South¬ 
ern  New  Jersey  conference  are 
preparing  a  joint  policy  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Bishop  Neil  Irons,  who 
heads  both  conferences. 

“I  think  the  holistic  approach 
shows  the  church  has  concern  for 
the  victim,  the  abuser  and  the  in¬ 
stitution,”  Ms.  Olson  said. 

Joetta  Rinehart  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  is  outgoing  president 
of  the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 
She  said  the  agency  has  been 
gathering  information  on  sexual 
harassment  policies  across  the 
church. 

Policy  packet  planned 

“We’re  hoping  to  develop  a 
packet  of  sample  policies  for  an¬ 
nual  conference  models,”  Ms. 
Rinehart  said.  “The  key  seems  to 
be  to  make  the  policies  simple 
but  with  teeth.” 

While  the  seminar  focus  tend¬ 
ed  toward  what  to  do  after  sexual 
harassment  occurs,  Ms.  Rinehart 
said  COSROW  hopes  to  shift  the 
emphasis  to  educating  people 
about  the  nature  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  why  the  church  has  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  a  sin  and  how  to 
prevent  it. 

"We’d  like  to  educate  rather 
than  help  somebody  litigate,” 
Ms.  Rinehart  said.  “We  can  help 
the  harassed  and  the  harasser 
through  education." 


Don't  suffer  in  silence 

Whatever  else  you  do  if  you’re  sexually  harassed  by  someone,  don  t 
suffer  in  silence. 

That  counsel  comes  from  United  Methodist  laywoman  Pat  Call- 
beck  Harper,  who  was  among  church  leaders  speaking  at  a  recent 
seminar  on  sexual  harassment.  „ 

Ms.  Callbeck  Harper,  of  Helena.  Mont.,  works  as  a  civil  rights  offi¬ 
cer  for  the  Montana  Department  of  Education.  Much  of  her  work, 
she  told  the  seminar,  deals  with  public  school  students  who  have  been 
sexually  harassed  by  their  peers.  . 

“There  are  ‘flip-up  days’  in  which  boys  try  to  see  how  many  girls 
skirts  they  can  ‘flip  up’  ”  Ms.  Callbeck  Harper  explained.  ‘Some¬ 
times  students  are  ‘pants-ed’ — that  is,  stripped  below  the  waist. 

“It’s  an  explosive  issue,  but  churches  need  to  say  ‘we  know  what 
this  is — and  you  can  come  to  us  for  support  and  counseling. 

She  offered  several  tips  for  adults  and  youth  who  have  been  sexual¬ 
ly  harassed:  ,  ...... 

✓  Tell  the  harasser  clearly  to  stop.  If  you  can  t  say  it,  write  it  in  a 
letter  and  deliver  the  letter  to  the  harasser  in  the  presence  of  witness¬ 
es  who  support  you. 

/  Tell  others  you  have  been  harassed. 

✓  Know  policies  and  procedures  available  to  you. 

✓  Ask  for  help  from  someone  in  authority  whom  you  trust. 

<f  Insist  on  ongoing  counseling  and  education  on  sexual  harassment. 

✓  Don’t  blame  yourself. 

She  added  that  churches  can  help  in  these  ways: 

■  Learn  what  sexual  harassment  is,  what  The  United  Methodist 
Church  says  about  it  (see  accompanying  story)  and  how  to  prevent  it. 

■  Adopt  sound  employment  policies  against  sexual  harassment. 

■  Let  people  know  that  your  congregation  cares  about  the  victims 
and  abusers:  offer  telephone  crisis  lines,  support  groups  or  public  in¬ 
formation  about  the  problem  and  its  solutions. 

■  Support  local  agencies  that  aid  sexual  harassment  victims  and 

abusers.  . 

■  Support  victims  by  breaking  the  conspiracy  of  silence.  Mention 

the  issue  in  worship  and  study  groups. 

Educational  material  on  responding  to  and  preventing  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  is  available  from  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women.  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201-4188. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


What  is  church  definition  of  sexual  harassment? 

Sexual  harassment  is  “  . . .  any  sexually  related  behavior  that  is 
unwelcome,  offensive  or  which  fails  to  respect  the  rights  of  others.  This 
behavior  includes  any  unwelcome  sexual  advance,  request  for  sexual 
favor,  and  other  verbal,  nonverbal,  or  physical  conduct  of  a  sexual 
nature  that  creates  an  intimidating,  hostile  or  offensive  environment . 

_ Excerpted  from  “Sexual  Harassment  in  The  United  Methodist  Church," 

a  1990  study  by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

What  does  church  say  about  sexual 
harassment? 

"All  human  beings,  both  male  and  female,  are  created  in  the  image  of 
God,  and  thus  have  been  made  equal  in  Christ.  ...  The  Christian 
community  has  a  responsibility  to  deal  resolutely  with  the  issue  of 
sexual  harassment.  It  demeans  and  destroys  the  dignity  of  the  victim. 
...  The  United  Methodist  Church  stands  in  opposition  to  the  sin  of 
sexual  harassment  in  the  Church  and  the  society  at  large.  . . ." 

— Excerpted  from  the  1988  Book  of  Resolutions 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Soviet  'initiative'  moving  on  several  fronts 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodism’s  develop¬ 
ing  mission  initiative  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union  is  being 
pushed  forward  on  several  fronts. 

This  follows  General  Confer¬ 
ence  action  authorizing  addition 
of  a  bishop  to  supervise  the 
church’s  work  there. 

Forty-three  persons  with  var¬ 
ied  theological  viewpoints  met 
May  18-19  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
to  discuss  the  initiative. 


The  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  organized  the 
meeting  at  the  request  of  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor  of  Germany.  He 
has  been  assigned  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops  as  episcopal  leader  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Indepen¬ 
dent  States.  Invited  participants 
have  had  experience  or  an  inter¬ 
est  in  ministry  in  the  former  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

Speakers  included  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Ramsey,  Joe  Holland 
and  the  Rev.  Dea  Hee  Kim — all 


involved  in  independent  minis¬ 
tries  in  the  commonwealth — and 
George  Rodonaia,  a  former  Or¬ 
thodox  priest  turned  United 
Methodist  deacon. 

Bishop  Minor  will  conduct  a 
three-day  workshop  for  Russians 
leading  United  Methodist  work 
and  formally  dedicate  the  com¬ 
monwealth  mission  Aug.  15-17 
in  Samara,  Russia. 

In  another  action,  pastors  of 
five  large  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  are  joining  in  partner¬ 


ship  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  evangelism  and 
church  development  in  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  partnership  will  work  in 
cooperation  with  Bishop  Minor, 
the  World  Methodist  Council 
and  other  interested  groups. 

The  pastors  are  the  Rev.  James 
Buskirk,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.;  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam,  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.;  the  Rev.  William  Hinson, 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston;  the  Rev.  John. Ed 
Mathison,  Frazer  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Montgomery,  Ala., 
and  the  Rev.  Richard  Wills  Jr., 
Christ  United  Methodist 
Church,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

The  new  consortium  will  link 
development  of  new  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the 
commonwealth  with  sponsoring 
U.S.  churches.  It  is  open  to  other 
pastors,  congregations  and  annu¬ 
al  conferences. 


For  drought-stricken  Zimbabweans,  Ohio  River  dazzles 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— When  the 
Rev.  Jairus  Mafondokoto  and 
Pedzisai  Kangara  came  to  Louis¬ 
ville  last  month  as  delegates  to  the 
church’s  1992  General  Conference, 
they  were  amazed  at  the  Ohio  River 
sprawling  within  blocks  of  the  con¬ 
vention  center. 

A  body  of  water  that  replenishes 
several  communities  along  a  981- 


mile  stretch  is  quite  different  from 
rivers  they  view  in  the  Zimbabwe 
Annual  Conference. 

Theirs  is  a  land  of  drought,  with 
dried  rivers,  streams,  lakes  and  dams. 

An  emergency  alert  bulletin  from 
Church  World  Service  and  Witness 
recently  announced  that  the  African 
countries  of  Malawi,  Tanzania  and 
Zimbabwe  are  all  experiencing  the 
worse  drought  of  the  century. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year, 
very  little  rain  has  fallen,  and  tem¬ 


Male/Female  Relationships  in  the  Ministry: 
From  Dominance/Subordinance  to  Collegiality 

A  workshop  for  clergy,  clergy  couples,  diaconal  ministers  and  other  church  staff 

August  4 — August  6,  1992 

Calvary  United  Methodist  Church,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

led  by 

Carol  Pierce  David  Wagner 

Carol  Pierce  is  a  pioneer  in  developing  pro-  David  Wagner  is  an  organizational 

grams  on  women's  and  men’s  issues.  She  is  the  development  and  management 

author  of  "Power  Equity  and  Groups"  and  co-  consultant  who  emphasizes  issues 

author  of  "A  Male/Female  Continuum."  of  gender  role. 

Cost:  $125.00  for  first  person,  $110.00  for  additional  persons  from  each  congregation. 

To  register,  send  $70.00  to:  Society  for  Growth  in  Parish  Ministry 

Calvary  United  Methodist  Church 
4210  Austin  Bluffs  Parkway 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918 


peratures  have  been  unusually  high. 
■Officials  say  the  drought  could  re¬ 
sult  in  more  than  20  million  people 
facing  starvation. 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  have  received 
reports  that  children  in  Zimbabwe 
are  going  to  school  hungry  because 
of  food  shortage  caused  by  drought- 
related  crop  shortages.  News  re¬ 
ports  say  malnutrition  in  some 
districts  is  as  high  as  70  percent. 

That’s  a  great  concern  for  the  two 
Zimbabwe  delegates,  who  are  edu¬ 
cators  at  United  Methodist-related 
schools. 

Mr.  Mafondokoto  is  headmaster 
of  the  Old  Mutare  Mission  School 
(Hartzell  secondary  school)  in  Mu¬ 
tare.  Mr.  Kangara  is  headmaster  of 
Nyadire  Secondary  School  in  Mu- 
toko,  80  miles  east  of  Harare. 

Mr.  Mafondokoto  described  how 
the  drought  has  hindered  farmers  in 
the  rural  areas,  where  little  water  is 
available  for  crops  or  livestock. 

"In  many  villages,  the  cattle  are 
dying,”  he  said.  “People  who  once 
had  huge  herds  of  cattle  have  had  to 
kill  these  animals,  because  without 
available  water  they  were  too  weak 
to  continue  to  live.” 

Mr.  Kangara  told  the  Reporter 
that  one  well-respected  Zimbab¬ 


wean — said  to  be  at  least  100  years 
old — said  he  did  not  recall  this  type 
of  crisis  ever  happening  in  his  village. 

“The  old  man  said  he  has  never 
seen  the  land  in  worse  condition,” 
said  Mr.  Kangara,  who  is  lay  leader 
for  the  Mutoko  District.  “People  do 
not  have  this  history,  so  they  don’t 
know  how  to  help.” 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  of 
Harare,  Zimbabwe,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  a  lack  of  water  in  his  country 
may  cause  officials  to  close  some  of 
Zimbabwe  conference  schools,  clin¬ 
ics  and  hospitals. 

The  150  churches  in  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  Annual  Conference  own  nine 
clinics,  three  hospitals  and  seven 
high  schools. 

“Unless  some  miracle  happens 
and  we  get  the  money  to  buy 
pumps,  we  will  have  to  close  our 
schools,”  he  said. 

The  bishop  said  local  churches  in 
Zimbabwean  cities  are  identifying 
those  in  the  rural  areas  with  mem¬ 
bers  that  need  help. 

“These  [city]  churches  are  trying 
to  respond  with  food  and  bottled 
water,”  he  said. 

United  Methodists  can  respond 
to  this  emergency  through  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  101250-4. 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— For  the  Rev.  Jairus  Mafondokoto  (left)  and  Pedzi¬ 
sai  Kangara  from  drought-stricken  Zimbabwe,  the  sight  of  the 
sprawling  Ohio  River  within  blocks  of  where  they  served  as  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  church's  1992  General  Conference  was  dazzling. 


Faith 

= connections 

BISHOP  HANCOCK  RECOVERS: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Charles  YV.  Hancock, 
(Montgomery,  Ala.,  Area),  was  reported  to  be 
making  satisfactory  recovery  from  quadruple 
bypass  heart  surgery  May  9  at  Jewish  Hospital 
in  Louisville,  Ky.  He  was  there  to  attend  the 
church’s  General  Conference.  Bishop  Hancock 
was  released  to  go  home  on  May  23.  He  was  lat¬ 
er  admitted  to  Montgomery's  Jackson  Hospital 
on  May  25  for  treatment  of  a  blood  clot  in  his 
leg  and  was  expected  to  be  released  June  1.  Re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  consented  to  pre¬ 
side  over  the  Alabama/West  Florida  Annual 
Conference  May  31-June  3. 

RURAL  CHAPLAINS  AFFIRMED: 

General  Conference  affirmed  rural  chaplaincy 
as  a  “viable  and  specialized  ministry”  of  both 
laity  and  clergy  for  town,  country  and  rural  set¬ 
tings,  including  Native  American  reservations. 
Forty  persons,  including  7  lay  persons  and  9 
women,  from  22  annual  conferences  have  been 
certified  for  such  ministry  by  the  Rural  Chap¬ 
lains  Association.  Although  certified  for  special¬ 
ized  ministry,  they  are  not  endorsed  by  the 
denomination’s  chaplaincy  division.  By  a  451- 
474  vote.^delegates  rejected  an  effort  to  replace 
the  term  rural  chaplains”  with  “persons  work¬ 
ing  in  rural  ministry.”  The  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey 
(Kansas  East  conference)  defended  the  original 
wording,  saying  many  persons  involved  in  rural 
ministry  are  on  the  front  lines  and  deserve  the 
right  to  be  called  chaplains.” 

ELECTED  TO  COURT:  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  “high  court,"  known  officially  as  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council,  has  five  new  members  to  add  to 
four  carryovers.  Elected  by  the  1992  General 
Conference  were  the  Rev,  Zan  YV.  Holmes,  Jr., 
of  Dallas,  the  Rev.  Susan  Henry-Crowe  of  At¬ 
lanta,  the  Rev.  Theodore  H.  YV  alter  of  North 
Augusta,  S.C.,  Evelyn  S.  Caterson  of  Absecon, 
N.J.,  and  YY’esley  Bailey  of  YVinston-Salem, 
N.C.  Holdover  members  are  Tom  Matheny  of 
Hammond,  La.,  president;  Sally  Askew  of  El- 
berton.  Ga.,  vice  president;  the  Rev.  YVayne  YV. 
Coffin  of  Oklahoma  City  and  John  G.  Corry  of 
Nashville. 

EDUCATORS  ELECTED:  Four  new 
members  elected  to  the  United  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  by  the  1992  General  Conference 
were  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  president, 
Alaska  Pacific  University,  Anchorage;  the  Rev. 
Julius  S.  Scott,  president,  Paine  College,  Augus¬ 
ta,  Ga.;  Carolyn  Johnson  a  professor  at  Purdue 
University  in  YVest  Lafayette,  ind.,  and  Marjo¬ 
rie  Suchocki,  a  faculty  member  at  Claremont 
(Calif.)  School  of  Theology.  They  and  21  others 
make  up  the  body  which  evaluates  schools,  col¬ 
leges,  seminaries  and  universities  related  to  the 
church. 

COVENANTS:  “Acts  of  Covenant”  were 
recognized  May  12  between  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  and  eight  churches 
that  developed  from  mission  work.  They  are  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Republic  of  China 
(Taiwan),  the  Methodist  Church  of  Indonesia, 
the  Basel  Christian  Church  of  Malaysia,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Primitive  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
of  Guatemala,  the  Methodist  Church  of  Nige¬ 
ria,  the  Methodist  Church-Kenya.  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church-Ghana  and  the  newly  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Author  explores  forces  in  churches'  future 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Each  time  you  turn  a  page  of 
your  calendar,  you  and  your  con¬ 
gregation  are  that  much  closer  to 
the  year  2001 — like  it  or  not. 

That  inescapable  reality  of  time, 
coupled  with  the  era  of  over¬ 
whelming  change  in  which  today’s 
congregations  exist,  prompted 
longtime  religion  journalist  Rus¬ 
sell  Chandler  to  write  the  book  he 
hopes  will  be  a  “wake-up  call”  for 
churches  in  America. 

"It's  probably  10  pounds  of  in¬ 
formation  in  a  5-pound  bag,” 
joked  the  recently  retired  religion 
editor  of  the  “Los  Angeles  Times” 
about  his  new  book,  "Racing  To¬ 
ward  2001:  The  Forces  Shaping 
America’s  Future.” 

Book  grew  from  series 

Those  “  1 0  pounds  of  informa¬ 
tion”  grew  into  a  book  from  an 
overabundance  of  material  Mr. 
Chandler  collected  for  a  newspa¬ 
per  series  on  churches  in  the 
1 990s. 

The  book  attempts  to  bring 
into  focus  the  multiple  social 
forces  affecting  churches  in  the 
1 990s.  Among  them: 


kuss  cnandler 
• . .  ready  for  2001! 

S  Upheavals  in  families,  em¬ 
ployment  and  lifestyles; 

S  Developments  in  health 
care,  medicine,  and  genetics  that 
are  demanding  difficult  bioethi- 
cal  decisions; 

•f  The  impact  of  racial  and  cul¬ 
tural  diversity  on  congregations; 

•T  The  impact  of  technology 
and  the  explosion  of  informa¬ 
tion; 

•T  The  worldwide  ecological 


crisis; 

Z  The  surprising  rise  of  non- 
traditional  beliefs. 

The  last  force,  in  particular, 
causes  Mr.  Chandler  great  concern. 

'Do-it-yourself'  spirituality 

“My  fear  is  that  in  the  ‘battle 
for  the  world  view,’  as  1  call  it  in 
the  book,  we’ll  fall  into  the  trap 
of  a  ’do-it-yourself  spirituality  in 
which  standards  don’t  matter,” 
said  the  journalist,  who  is  also  an 
ordained  Presbyterian  minister. 

“YVe  need  to  discern  the  error 
of  [mythologist  Joseph  Camp¬ 
bell’s]  ’follow  your  bliss’  world 
view.  If  standards  don’t  matter, 
then  we  drift  into  a  kind  of  rela¬ 
tivism  that  makes  us  ripe  for  an¬ 
archy  or  dictatorship.” 

Mr.  Chandler  asserts  that  the 
churches  which  will  survive  and 
thrive  will  be  those  which  can 
adapt  their  ministry  and  mission 
without  compromising  Christian¬ 
ity’s  “radical  call  to  discipleship.” 

The  book  spotlights  a  number 
of  innovative  congregations — 
most  of  which  are  independent 
or  which  downplay  their  denomi¬ 
national  ties — as  well  as  creative 
church  programs  that  the  author 


believes  show  the  kind  of  flexible 
responsiveness  churches  will 
need  to  be  effective  in  the  1990s. 

Among  programs  higlighted  in 
the  book’s  “Models  for  the  Millen¬ 
nium”  section  is  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs  and  Violence. 

The  initiative  was  headed  for 
two  years  (1990-91)  by  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  Jr.  (Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  Area).  It  pioneered  the  local- 
congregation  “saving  station” 
concept  to  offer  Christian  faith 
as  an  alternative  to  drag  abuse. 

Other  United  Methodist  inno¬ 
vations  the  author  mentions  are 
the  “United  Methodist  Hymnal” 
software  version  for  computers 
and  the  denomination’s  recent 
use  of  satellite  TV  “teleconfer¬ 
encing”  to  train  church  leaders. 

United  Methodists,  through 
their  emphasis  on  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  inclusiveness,  also  are  more 
able  to  respond  to  a  “majority  of 
minorities”  that  America  is  be¬ 
coming,  Mr.  Chandler  noted. 

Despite  these  strengths,  how¬ 
ever,  United  Methodists  and  oth¬ 
er  denominations  can  expect  to 
continue  to  struggle  from  declin¬ 
ing  membership  and  concurrent¬ 


ly  declining  resources. 

One  way  to  supplement  re¬ 
sources  is  for  congregations  to 
make  better  use  of  older  mem¬ 
bers,  Mr.  Chandler  said. 

“The  up  side  to  the  maturing 
of  America  is  that  we  will  have 
lots  of  seniors  who  have  the  time, 
talent  and  vigor  to  get  involved 
in  things,”  the  author  asserted. 

“They  can  do  traditional  things 
like  teach  Sunday  School,  or  get  in¬ 
volved  in  Meals  on  YVheels,  short¬ 
term  mission  assignments  and 
advocacy  of  various  kinds.” 

Besides  hoping  readers  heed  the 
book’s  "wake-up  call,”  Mr.  Chan¬ 
dler  told  the  Reporter  he  hopes  the 
book’s  “millennium  models”  of  in¬ 
novative  ministry  will  encourage 
congregations  to  meet  the  chal¬ 
lenges  of  2001  head-on. 

“Churches  need  to  quit  apologiz¬ 
ing  for  the  Christian  message  that 
calls  for  a  commitment,”  the  au¬ 
thor  asserted.  “Jesus  asked  for  a 
radical  commitment.  The  churches 
that  ask  a  lot  of  people  will  get  a 
lot.  The  ones  that  don’t,  won’t. 

.  “I  hope  what  readers  will  see  is 
that  the  creativity  of  the  human 
spirit,  when  led  by  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it,  is  pretty  incredible.” 


- - - —  luciuucisuip  anu  concurrent-  it,  is  pretty  incredible. 

Laywoman  creates  altar  cloths  for  presidential  chapel 


By  BONNIE  HELLUM  BRECHBILL  Paul’s  wanted  to  present  a  gifl 


PHOTO  BY  BONNIE  HEUUM  BRECHBILL 

MONT  ALTO,  Pa. — Needleworker  Barbara  Bridwell  sews  one  of  the  paraments  she  will  present 
to  the  Camp  David  Chapel.  The  member  of  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  works  on  a  stand  under  a  lighted  magnifying  class  to  create  the  sacred  altar  cloths. 
The  cloths  are  to  be  dedicated  at  St.  Paul's  before  being  presented  to  the  chapel  at  the  presiden¬ 
tial  retreat  in  Maryland's  Catocin  Mountains.  Another  St.  Paul's  member,  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Kenneth  Plummer,  chaired  the  national  fund-raising  effort  that  helped  to  build  the  Camp 
David  Chapel. 


MONT  ALTO,  Pa. — Barbara 
Bridwell’s  needlework  is  fit  for  a 
president— the  President  of  the 
United  States,  that  is. 

A  member  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  Ms.  Bridwell,  65, 
cross-stitched  three  sets  of  para¬ 
ments  for  the  chapel  at  the  presi¬ 
dential  retreat  at  Camp  David, 
Md. 

Each  set  consists  of  three 
pieces:  one  large  altar  cloth  and 
two  smaller  pieces  for  the  pulpit 
and  lectern. 

Ms.  Bridwell  is  working  on  a 
fourth  and  final  set  of  paraments 
for  the  chapel. 

Working  under  a  lighted  mag¬ 
nifying  glass  mounted  on  a  stand, 
the  retiree  completes  each  piece 
in  about  100  hours. 

Another  St.  Paul’s  parishioner, 
Agnes  Jurgens,  completes  the 
paraments  by  putting  a  stiffening 
and  backing  on  them  and  adding 
fringes. 

The  paraments  are  dedicated 
at  St.  Paul’s  before  being  sent  to 
Camp  David. 

St.  Paul’s  member  Kenneth 
Plummer  had  the  original  vision 
for  a  chapel  at  Camp  David 
when  he  worked  there  in  the 
1 940s. 

When  the  structure  was  com¬ 
pleted  last  year,  after  Mr.  Plum¬ 
mer  chaired  a  national 
fund-raising  campaign  to  cover 
the  chapel’s  costs,  members  of  St. 


and  decided  upon  the  paraments. 

Ms.  Bridwell  taught  herself  to 
do  counted  cross-stitch  10  years 
ago.  Now  her  work  is  featured  in  a 
professional  catalog  for  patterns. 

Counted  cross-stitch,  a  time- 
consuming  and  difficult  craft,  is 
created  by  counting  the  number 
of  stitches  of  each  color  in  a  de¬ 
sign  rather  than  by  following  a 
pattern  printed  directly  on  the 
background  fabric. 

“I  enjoy  the  work,”  Ms.  Brid¬ 
well  said,  “because  to  me  it’s 
more  creative  than  some  things. 
You  start  with  a  blank  piece  of 
material  and  when  you’re  done 
you’ve  created  something.” 

Her  needlework  gifts  for 
births,  marriages  and  just  for  fun 
are  scattered  over  the  country. 

A  former  teacher,  Ms.  Bridwell 
started  a  business  called  Mom’s 
Candles  and  Crafts. 

After  she  retired  from  teaching, 
she  worked  at  the  store  full  time. 
She  closed  it  when  her  husband, 
an  engineering  professor  at  Penn¬ 
sylvania  State  University.  Mont 
Alto,  retired. 

Like  many  retired  people,  Ms. 
Bridwell  finds  herself  as  busy  in 
retirement  as  when  she  was 
working. 

But  not  many  retired  people 
find  themselves  creating  sacred 
objects  that  will  be  seen  by  world 
leaders  at  Camp  David. 

Ms.  Brechbill  is  a  freelance 
writer  in  Chambersburg,  Pa. 


The  Beat  Goes  On... 


rancis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God  s  own  heart.  He  was  a 
Me  tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on.. .at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It  s  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-ari  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1  -800-2-ASBllRY. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 
J1  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1 199 


Methodists,  Anglicans  open  dialogue 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  centuries  after  an  Anglican 
priest  named  John  Wesley  inspired 
the  Methodist  movement  in  En¬ 
gland,  the  two  worldwide  commu¬ 
nions  have  begun  formal  dialogue. 

Agreeing  on  a  goal  of  moving  to¬ 
ward  “full  communion  in  faith, 
mission,  and  sacramental  life,”  14 
Anglican  and  World  Methodist  rep¬ 
resentatives  took  part  in  the  first 
session  this  spring  in  Jerusalem. 

A  second  meeting  is  planned  for 
April  1993. 

The  Anglican  Consultative  Coun¬ 
cil  initiated  the  conversations  in 
1988  after  bishops  attending  the 
Lambeth  Conference  noted  “with 
regret”  the  lack  of  “international 
theological  dialogue  between  the 
Anglican  Communion  and  the 
World  Methodist  Council.” 

The  World  Methodist  Executive 
Committee  in  1989  authorized  its 
ecumenical  officers  to  explore  pos¬ 
sible  themes  for  such  conversations. 

“It  does  indeed  seem  strange  that, 
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in  our  age  of  ecumenism  and  bilat¬ 
eral  dialogues,  there  had  as  yet  tak¬ 
en  place  no  full-scale  conversations 
between  YVorld  Methodism  and  the 
communion  to  which  John  YVesley 
had  belonged  as  a  minister  of  the 
Church  of  England,”  said  the  Rev. 
Geoffrey  Wainwright,  World  Meth¬ 
odist  ecumenical  chairman. 

Dr.  Wainwright,  a  British  Meth¬ 
odist.  teaches  at  United  Method¬ 
ism's  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C. 

“The  time  may  be  ripe  for  an  at¬ 
tempt  at  new  agreements  that  could 
help  Methodists  and  Anglicans  to 
grow  yet  closer  together  right  across 
the  map,”  Dr.  Wainwright  said. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  headed 
the  World  Methodist  delegation  in 
the  two-way  conversation 

“We  all  embodied  the  historical 
memory  of  our  separation  and 
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CLEAR  LAKE  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time 
Organist/ Assistant  Music  Director.  Other  than 
organist  duties  the  responsibilities  are:  direct¬ 
ing  graded  choir  programs  and  handbells.  The 
instrument  is  a  52  rank  Moller.  The  salary  is 
$25,000  plus.  Applicants  should  submit  a  re¬ 
sume  to:  Clear  Lake  United  Methodist  Church, 
16335  El  Camino  Real,  Houston,  TX  77062. 
For  additional  information,  please  contact: 
John  Brasher  at  (713)  488-5110. 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Part-time 
opportunity  to  come  and  grow  with  young  sub¬ 
urban  church.  Resume:  Atascocita  UMC, 
19325  Pinehurst  Trail  Dr..  Humble,  TX  77346. 


sensed  a  reaching  out  to  each  oth¬ 
er,”  Bishop  Oden  said  in  summariz¬ 
ing  the  sessions  in  Jerusalem. 

“We  were  clear  that  while  (our) 
goal  did  not  necessarily  mean  ‘insti¬ 
tutional  merger’  or  ‘organic  union,’ 
we  were  mandated  by  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  the  gospel  to  work  toward 
removing  barriers  that  keep  us  from 
full  communion  with  each  other.” 

World  Methodist  papers  were 
given  by  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Grib- 
ben  of  Australia  and  the  Rev.  Bruce 
W.  Robbins,  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15  j 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  j 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
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William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bafbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  aapplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Bird. 

Baton  Roo«e,  LA  70802 
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The  Season 
Of  Pentecost 


The  season  of  Pentecost  (literally  the  50th  day)  begins  with  Pente¬ 
cost  Sunday,  the  seventh  Sunday  after  Easter.  It  continues  until  the 
last  Sunday  of  August,  varying  from  12  to  17  Sundays.  Pentecost  Sun¬ 
day,  the  traditional  time  for  confirmation,  is  also  sometimes  referred  to 
as  Whitsunday  because  of  the  wearing  of  white  by  those  to  be  con¬ 
firmed. 

The  themes  of  Pentecost  include: 
t  The  empowerment  of  the  church 
t  God  as  the  source  of  energy  and  sustainer  of  the  church 
t  The  corporate  nature  of  the  Christian  faith 
f  The  unity  of  the  church 
t  The  gifts  of  the  Christian  life 

t  The  power  of  common  language  and  the  corporate  sense  of  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose. 

The  mood  of  Pentecost  is  one  of  amazement  and  wonder  that  God 
can  use  a  human  community  as  a  vehicle  for  God’s  work.  The  joy  of  the 
season  springs  from  the  realization  that  God  in  Christ  as  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  continually  breaking  into  the  church’s  agenda  to  proclaim 
God’s  own  agenda. 


No  wonder  the  liturgical  color  of  Pentecost  is  red 
and  fire  . . .  of  life  and  vitality. 


-  the  red  of  blood 


IDJlUdO 


In  Shreveport 


Annual  Conference  Votes 
For  'Vision  2000'  Goals, 
Center,  Other  Challenges 


First  'Sojourner  Truth'  Awards 
Co  To  Viola  Lavergne,  Crowley 
And  Lvdia  Istomina  of  Russia 


Viola  Lavergne,  a  member  of 
Trinity  UMC,  Crowley,  who  volun¬ 
teers  at  nursing  homes,  visits  pris¬ 
oners  and  persons  who  are  ill  or 
“shut-ins,”  was  recipient  of  the  first 
annual  “Sojourner  Truth”  award. 

The  presenta- 
I  tion  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  the 
annual  luncheon 
of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the 
I  Status  and  Role 
i  of  Women  dur¬ 
ing  Annual  Con- 
tf.  ference.  The 
f(j  Commission  had 
1  said  they  would 
Viola  Lavergne  honor  a  woman 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  who 
was  a  caring  Christian  to  her  con¬ 
gregation  and  community  in  the 
spirit  of  Sojourner  Truth.  Fifteen 
women  were  nominated. 


An  honorary  award  was  present¬ 
ed  toJa^jjastor  Lydia  Istomina  of 
Ekaterinburg  "for  her  efforts  in  pas- 
toring  our  sister 
church  in  Rus-jtJ? 
sia,”  the  Rev. 

Barbara  S.  Duke, 

Conference 
chairperson  of, 

CSRW,  said. 

“Sister  Viola,’ 
as  the  Louisiana  . 
recipient  is  | 
called,  has  been  a 
Sunday  school 
leader,  usher  and 
Administrative 
Board  chairperson. 

Her  pastor,  the  Rev.  Darlene 
Moore-James,  who  nominated  her 
for  the  award,  said,  “She  is  also  a 
‘door  keeper’  of  sorts  as  she  has 
opened  and  closed  the  doors  of 
Trinity  every  Sunday  since  she 
joined.” 


Lydia  Istomina 


Pledges  of  money  and  work,  such 
as  road  building  will  be  needed  now 
that  delegates  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  meeting  in  Shreve¬ 
port  last  week  approved  the  master 
plan  and  funding  method  for  the 
Conference  Center. 

The  first  phase  of  the  center  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  cost  over  $5  million, 
Thilo  Steinschulte,  architect,  said. 
Drawings  were  displayed  at  Annual 
Conference  showing  how  the  center 
in  the  Kisatchie  National  Forest, 
south  of  Alexandria,  will  look. 

In  other  business,  delegates  ap¬ 
proved  a  new  plan  that  bases  appro¬ 
priations  on  a  scale  of  three-fourths 
according  to  the  local  church’s  fi¬ 
nancial  budget  and  one  fourth  on 
total  membership.  The  former  deci¬ 
mal  apportionment  to  local 
churches  was  divided  equally  be¬ 
tween  finances  and  membership. 

Bishop  William  Oden  presided  at 
the  Conference. 

Two  new  boards  were  approved 
by  delegates  —  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  Extension  and  the 
Conference  Board  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  The  new  Board 
of  Church  Extension  will  continue 
the  process  of  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  congregations  as  well 
as  assist  in  the  relocation  of  selected 
congregations.  The.  Board  of  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  will  coordi¬ 
nate  the  oversight  and  support  of 
many  of  our  serving  institutions  in 
Louisiana. 

Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  chairman 
of  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  presented  the  proposal  for  a 
renewed  covenant  for  “Vision 
2000.”  Every  local  church  will  se¬ 
lect  one  ministry  emphasis  and 
teams  will  participate  in  a  training/ 
resourcing  session  in  one  of  two  lo¬ 
cations  in  the  state,  he  said. 

The  four  ministry  emphases  for 
1 993  will  be:  An  Inviting  Congrega¬ 
tion  (Evangelism),  A  Serving  Con¬ 
gregation  (Mission/Outreach),  A 
Celebrating  Congregation  (Wor¬ 
ship)  and  a  Nurturing  Congregation 
(Christian  Education).  Simmons 
emphasized  that  local  churches 
should  continue  to  work  on  all  four 
areas,  but  should  select  an  area  in 


Louisiana  Conference  Delegates 
Help  Make  Decisions  in  Louisville 


Louisiana  delegates  participated 
in  all  phases  of  the  decision  making 
at  the  recent  General  Conference  in 
Louisville.  Tom  Matheny,  Ham¬ 
mond  attorney,  was  elected  to  his 
fifth  term  as  president  of  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council.  The  Council  has  been 
described  as  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  denomination  because  it  sits  in 
session  during  General  Conference 
ready  to  settle  any  dispute  on 
church  law  which  may  arise. 

Delegates  decided  that  “Cele¬ 
brate  and  Witness”  will  be  contin¬ 


ued  as  a  theological  focus  and 
mission  emphasis  for  1993-96. 

The  decision-makers  voted  710- 
238  to  keep  the  church’s  present 
stand  that  homosexual  practice  is 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.” 

The  study  committee’s  report  on 
homosexuality  is  to  be  studied 
across  the  denomination.  The  docu¬ 
ment  declares  that  supporting  the 
human  rights  and  civil  liberties  of 
homosexuals  is  “a  clear  issue  of 
simple  justice.” 


Louisiana  Conference  delegates  to  the  General  Conference  held 
last  month  in  Louisville  listen  to  debates  on  issues.  In  front  of  each 
delegate  is  an  electronic  voting  keypad  which  registered  a  vote. 


The  Book  of  Worship,  the  first 
new  ritual  book  since  the  formation 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968,  won  overwhelming  approval 
(809-149).  Use  of  the  ritual  book  is 
optional.  It  includes  a  diversity  of 
liturgies  from  ethnic  minority  tradi¬ 
tions  and  prayers  which  refer  to 
God  as  “parent”  and  “both  Mother 
and  Father.” 

By  a  two-vote  margin  (480-478), 
delegates  rejected  the  ordination  of 
permanent  deacons  for  a  ministry 
of  “liturgy  and  service.”  The  church 
will  continue  to  ordain  deacons  as  a 
preliminary  step  to  ordination  as  el¬ 
der.  Lay  diaconal  ministers  will 
continue  to  be  consecrated  for  ser¬ 
vice  ministries. 

Among  other  actions,  the  confer¬ 
ence  initiated  a  plan  to  combat  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  in  the  church.  They 
also  recommended  that  church  of¬ 
fices  close  in  observance  of  Martin 
Luther  King’s  birthday. 

Delegates  decided  that  laypersons 
may  administer  Holy  Communion 
to  persons  with  limited  ability  to 
leave  home,  provided  that  the  ele¬ 
ments  are  first  consecrated  by  an 
ordained  minister. 

The  General  Conference  also 
called  for  a  moratorium  on  situat¬ 
ing  hazardous  waste  facilities  in 
low-income  and  minority  commu¬ 
nities. 

General  Conference  will  convene 
again  April  16-26,  1996,  in  Denver. 


Around 
The 

Conference 

Martin  W.  Corie,  son  of  the  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Finas  P.  Corie  (retired)  re¬ 
ceived  his  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU  on  May  1 6. 

*  *  * 

At  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  is  a 
small  building  tucked  away  behind 
a  larger  structure.  The  little  build¬ 
ing,  known  as  the  “Needy  Nook”  is 
not  conspicuous  in  appearance  but 
its  existence  is  well  known  to  the 
other  churches  and  social  agencies 
of  Lafayette. 

Each  school-age  child  who  visits 
the  nook  is  given  a  pair  of  new 
shoes,  socks  and  underwear  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  wardrobe  of  used  clothing. 

Pam  Hood  shops  for  new  items 
and  Jeanie  Richard  and  Valerie 
Wommack  use  their  sewing  talents 
to  assure  that  no  item  of  used  cloth¬ 
ing  goes  out  unmended  or  in  disre¬ 
pair. 

Sometimes  adults  from  the  Half¬ 
way  House  who  have  found  em¬ 
ployment  and  need  work  clothes  or 
families  from  shelters  are  given 
“emergency”  help.  A  number  of 
dedicated  volunteers  who  have  seen 
a  need  work  week  after  week,  re¬ 
sponding  in  Christ’s  name.  Senior 
pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Blakely. 

*  *  * 

Three  ministers  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  received  the  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  at  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Atlanta,  May  1 1 .  They  are:  the 
Rev.  Herbert  M.  Scott,  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  Campus  Ministry;  the  Rev. 
M.  Jack  O’Dell,  pastor  of  Grace 
UMC,  Ruston  and  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Downs,  pastor,  Lake  Providence 
UMC. 

*  *  » 

Twelve  boys  and  girls  were  re¬ 
ceived  into  membership  at  St.  Pe¬ 
ter  UMC,  Clinton,  by  the  Rev. 
Laurence  E.  Hall  and  the  Rev. 
Edward  L.  Berry.  The  young  people 
are  active  in  Sunday  school  and  will 
soon  be  part  of  a  Junior  Choir  being 
organized.  Boys  and  girls  from 
churches  of  other  denominations 


Center  Will  Be  Built 

m 


The  Conference  Center  will  be  built  on  400  acres  of  land  in  Kisat¬ 
chie  National  Forest  near  Alexandria.  The  multi-purpose  building, 
sketched  above,  will  provide  space  for  meetings,  a  dining  room, 
registration  area,  office,  lounge,  rest  rooms  and  gift  shop. 


which  they  are  weak  and  work  on 
that  one.  Each  church  will  empha¬ 
size  their  special  area  of  ministry 
during  the  year. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
on  Church  and  Society,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson,  pre¬ 
sented  and  the  Annual  Conference 
approved  a  resolution  opposing  ca¬ 
sino  gambling.  The  resolution  was 
sent  to  members  of  both  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Leaders  for  the  next  quadrenni- 
um  were  chosen  through  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  nominations  report. 
The  agencies  organized  and  selected 
officers.  Appreciation  was  given  to 
those  who  have  served  during  the 
past  four  years. 

The  Ordination  and  Consecra¬ 
tion  Service  was  a  high  point  in  the 
Conference.  Seven  elders  were  or¬ 
dained  and  five,  coming  from  other 
denominations,  were  recognized  as 
elders.  Eight  deacons  were  ordained 
and  two  diaconal  ministers  were 
consecrated. 

The  Annual  Conference  has 
asked  for  a  declaratory  decision 
from  the  Judicial  Council  as  to 
whether  the  UMCare  legislation 
passed  by  the  1 992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  is  constitutional  and  disciplin¬ 
ary.  The  denomination-wide 
UMCare  would  provide  unified 
health-care  coverage  for  clergy  and 
other  church  employees  and  their 
families,  replacing  a  number  of  sep¬ 
arate  plans  including  the  one  in 
Louisiana. 


Thilo  Steinschulte  of  Barron,  Heinberg  and  Brocato  Architects  and 
Engineers,  who  designed  the  Conference  Center,  provided  this 
drawing  of  a  typical  lodge.  The  first  phase  will  include  three  lodges, 
roads,  lake,  a  multi-purpose  building,  swimming  pool  and  caretak¬ 
er's  home. 

Awards  Are  Presented 
At  Annual  Conference 


A  husband-wife  team  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministry  received 
honorary  doctor  of  divinity  degrees 
conferred  by  Centenary  College. 
The  “  Headliner  of  the  Year” 
Award  and  the  UM  Rural  Fellow¬ 
ship  Citation  were  presented  to  oth¬ 
er  ministers  during  Annual 
Conference. 


Dr.  John  M.  Winn  |r. 


The  honorary  degrees  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  went  to  the  Rev.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn  and  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Winn  Jr. 

The  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn, 
superintendent  of  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  holds  degrees  from  Cente¬ 
nary  and  from  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  She  is  the  first  woman 
district  superintendent  in  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Winn  Jr.,  who 
received  degrees  from  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Perkins,  is  director  of 
the  Center  for  Pastoral  Effective¬ 
ness  which  he  developed. 

Formerly  co-pastors  in  Louisiana 
churches,  the  Winns  have  devel¬ 
oped  and  presented  innovative  wor¬ 
ship  programs  throughout  the 
United  States. 

The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey,  who 
had  received  Centenary’s  honorary 
doctorate  degree  at  commencement 
exercises  in  May,  was  recipient  of 
the  annual  “Headliner  of  the  Year” 


Award  presented 
by  the  United 
Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  at  Annual 
Conference. 

Ramsey,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Broad- 
m  o  o  r  UMC, 

Shreveport, 
headed  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference 
Food  Lift  to  Rus¬ 
sia  and  also 
made  news  when  Dr  Dwi  ht  Ram 
he  appeared  in  a 

telecast,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  histo¬ 
ry,  from  Moscow  on  Easter  Sunday. 
Two  years  earlier,  he  had  helped  to 
establish  a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ekaterinburg. 

Stephen  Swecker  of  Dallas,  an 
editor  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  made  the  presentation  to 
Ramsey.  He  said  the  newspaper 
staff  chose  Ramsey  as  the  top  news¬ 
maker  of  the  year  for  “his  pioneer¬ 
ing  effort  in  extending  the  church’s 
mission  into  Russia.” 

The  Rev.  Gar¬ 
land  C.  Dean 
|  was  awarded  the 
UM  Rural  Fel- 
I  lowship  Citation. 
Dean  is  offi¬ 
cially  retired  but 
continues  as  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of 
Noel  UMC 
Shreveport.  The 
award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  him  by 
Rev.  Garland  Dean  the  Rev.  Tommy 
Bergeron,  chairperson  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Town  and 
Country  Ministries,  at  the  Town 
and  Country  Ministries  luncheon 
held  during  Annual  Conference. 

Bergeron  said  the  citation  is  “for 
Dean's  love,  interest  and  concern 
for  town  and  country  ministries  in 
times  past  and  in  the  present.” 


UM  Bishops  Encourage 
Prayer,  Fasting,  Giving 
For  Los  Angeles  Situation 


The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  called 
upon  UM  members  everywhere  to 
observe  a  special  time  of  prayer, 
fasting  and  sacrificial  giving  Pente¬ 
cost  weekend,  June  6-7.  Special  of¬ 
ferings  were  taken  on  that  weekend 
and  will  be  taken  again  on  Sunday, 
June  14,  in  Louisiana  churches  and 
others  in  the  denomination. 

The  observance  called  for  by  the 
council  which  includes  Bishop 
Oden  of  Louisiana  is  to  remind 
members  of  “the  tragic  pain,  vio¬ 
lence,  loss  and  death  that  both  pre¬ 


near  the  church  attended  the  Con¬ 
firmation  Classes  to  learn  more 
about  the  teachings  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  All  of  the  young 
people  received  certificates  of  atten¬ 
dance  during  services  held  recently. 


ceded  and  followed  the  Rodney 
King  verdict.”  It  is  also  hoped  that 
it  will  make  persons  “sensitive  to 
the  human  needs  and  tensions  that 
make  violence  and  brutality  all  too 
common  in  our  communities  all 
over  the  world.”  the  Council  of 
Bishops  declared. 

“This  we  do  because  all  Chris¬ 
tians  are  called  to  be  agents  of  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace,  reconciliation  and 
rebuilding.” 

The  United  Methodist  offerings, 
identified  as  Advance  Special 
#901375-2  will  be  channeled  by  An¬ 
nual  Conference  treasurers  through 
UMCOR  for  relief  and  rehabilita¬ 
tion  in  the  Los  Angeles  community. 

Louisiana  churches  may  send  of¬ 
ferings  to  the  Conference  Treasurer, 
(Conference  Office)  through  the 
monthly  remittance  report.  Send  on 
Advance  Special  sheet,  on  line 
3900-and  mark  it  #901375-2. 
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Invite  a  friend':  Getting  from  'to'  to  'into' 


A  deceptively  simple  ad  cam¬ 
paign  by  a  national  interfaith  agen¬ 
cy  merits  thoughtful  reflection  by 
Christians — not  for  what  it  does 
say  but  for  what  it  does  not  say. 

The  ad — “Invite  a  Friend”  (see 
at  right) — is  the  most  recent  effort 
by  Religion  in  American  Life,  Inc. 
(RIAL)  urging  people  to  get  in¬ 
volved  with  organized  religion. 

RIAL  was  created  in  1949  by 
50  national  religious  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  predecessor  bodies,  to 
promote  congregational  growth 
and  outreach. 

This  year’s  “invite  a  friend” 
campaign  is  based  on  sound  re¬ 
search:  Most  people  initially  go 
to  church  not  in  response  to  the 
influence  of  a  pastor,  the  Bible  or 
even  an  ad,  but  after  being  invit¬ 
ed  by  a  friend. 

So  far,  so  good.  The  invite-a- 
friend  approach,  applied  regular¬ 
ly  and  consistently,  doubtless 
swells  the  numbers  of  those  who 
have  at  least  superficial  contact 
with  a  Christian  congregation. 

The  ad’s  admirable  simplicity, 
however,  glosses  over  a  crucial 
but  off-ignored  reality: 

It  is  one  thing  to  entice  people 
to  church,  hoping  that  the  experi¬ 
ence  will  “take”  in  the  form  of 
continuing  involvement.  It  is  an¬ 
other  thing  to  assume  that  one 
automatically  will  move  into  a 
life-changing  experience  of  faith 
in  and  commitment  to  Christ, 
typically  within  the  community 
of  a  local  congregation. 

Indeed,  the  tendency  to  stop  at 
“come  to  church”  before  reach¬ 
ing  the  stage  of  “enter  into  faith” 
feeds  perceptions  that  the  church 
is  merely  another  social  club  that 


differs  little  in  outlook  and  ac¬ 
tions  from  any  other  “come  to” 
organization. 

Such  perceptions  are  all  too  of¬ 
ten  right!  Sadly,  indications  are 
that  large  numbers  become  church 
members  without  having  had  a 
transforming  encounter  with  the 
demands  and  promises  of  Christ. 

How  else  is  one  to  interpret  such 
widely-observed  trends  among 
mainline  Christians  as  anemic  fi¬ 
nancial  support,  declining  partici¬ 
pation  and  lack  of  a  compelling 
spiritual  and  moral  vision? 

We  suspect  that  moving  from 
"to”  to  “into” — that  is,  from  friend¬ 
ly  invitation  to  church  to  commit¬ 
ted  entry  into  the  life  of  faith — is  a 
missing  dimension  in  far  too  many 
Christian  congregations. 

Where  such  is  the  case,  even  a 
“successful”  invite-a-friend  cam¬ 
paign  will  do  little  more  than  tem¬ 
porarily  swell  the  numbers  of  those 
who  sign  the  attendance  pad. 

By  contrast,  experience  shows 
that  where  the  “into”  dimension  is 
lifted  up  and  the  challenge  to  serve 
God  is  the  flip  side  of  being  invited 
to  church,  amazing  spiritual  and 
moral  energy  surges  through  peo¬ 
ple,  congregations  and  the  world. 

Long  ago,  Jesus’  witness  to  the 
“into”  dimension  described  that 
energy  and  the  fullness  of  life 
that  heeds  his  invitation,  “Fol¬ 
low  me”: 

The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  because  he  has  anointed  me 
to  bring  good  news  to  the  poor. 
He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  re¬ 
lease  to  the  captives  and  recovery 
of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  let  the  op¬ 
pressed  go  free,  to  proclaim  the 
year  of  the  Lord's  favor.  (Luke 
4:18-19  NRSV) 


ffl 


The  “invite  a  friend"  campaign  sponsored  by  Religion  in 
American  Life,  Inc.,  is  based  on  sound  research:  Most  people 
initially  go  to  church  not  in  response  to  the  influence  of  a  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Bible  or  even  an  ad,  but  after  being  invited  by  a  friend. 
The  ad's  admirable  simplicity,  however,  glosses  over  a  crucial 
but  oft-ignored  reality. 


My  Witness= 


Faces  of  Russian  friends 
reveal  care,  courage,  love 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Historical  note  added  to  mission  board  move 


The  Reporter  covered  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  and  its  issues  in  a 
fine  way,  in  my  opinion. 

I  did  note  that  the  statement  was 
made  in  the  article  on  moving  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  that  this 
was  the  first  task  force  appointed  to 
report  on  the  feasibility  of  moving 
the  board  (see  UMR,  May  22). 

The  1976  General  Conference  ap¬ 
pointed  and  commissioned  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  study  the  feasibility  and 
advisability  of  such  a  move. 

It  was  chaired  by  Bishop  Ellis 
Finger,  and  I,  as  a  director  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  was  its  secretary. 

After  many  feasibility  studies  and 


proposals  of  places  and  ways  to 
move  the  board,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  of  1980  voted  to  ask  the 
board  to  restructure  but  could  find 
no  location  more  feasible  than  the 
New  York  location  at  the  Inter¬ 
church  Center. 

To  my  mind,  no  adequate  rea¬ 
sons  have  been  given  for  a  change 
that  would  take  considerable  money 
needed  for  the  world  mission  of  the 
church. 

Florence  Isaacs 
Medina,  Texas 

'Militarism'  defended 

In  his  episcopal  address  delivered 
to  the  1992  General  Conference, 


Bishop  C.  Dale  White  stated,  “Let  it 
be  said  clearly:  We  have  an  enemy! 
The  common  enemy  of  humanity  is 
militarism”  (see  UMR,  May  8). 

That  statement  is  false!  Milita¬ 
rism,  or  belief  in  the  military,  is  a 
tool  just  as  a  saw,  a  hammer,  or  a 
drill  is  a  tool  which  can  be  used  for 
good  or  evil. 

How  can  a  tool  be  the  common 
enemy  of  humanity? 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that 
both  an  individual  and  a  nation  has 
as  one  of  its  most  basic  rights  the  right 
of  self  defense.  Any  statements  that 
claim  otherwise  are  false  and  not  in 
the  best  interests  of  civilization. 

I  think  it  would  be  more  accurate  to 


state  that  the  common  enemy  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  civilization,  and  the  more 
dangerous,  is  a  false  idea  stated  by  a 
popular  and  charismatic  leader. 

Bruce  Gamard 
Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  MARILYN  BROWN  ODEN 

I  stood  before  the  Ekaterinburg 
church  in  Russia  during  Eastertide 
to  bring  greetings  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Area  bishop  and  American 
United  Methodists. 

In  September,  I  had  been  present 
for  195  baptisms,  and  tonight  I 
would  share  in  their  first  celebra¬ 
tion  of  holy  communion.  I  looked 
into  faces  marked  by  the  burdens  of 
surviving  the  hard  winter  in  these 
difficult  times. 

One  face  present  in  September, 
intense  with  a  sense  of  mission  for 
Russian  Methodism,  was  absent 
now — that  of  Spurgeon  Dunnam, 
editor  of  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  prior  to  his  death  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  As  I  took  the  bread  and  the  cup 
with  the  Ekaterinburg  Methodists,  I 
felt  his  spirit  beside  me. 

A  day  of  faces 

It  had  been  a  day  of  faces  that 
still  stand  out  to  me: 

■  The  faces  of  students  at  the 
university  in  Ekaterinburg  (the 
Urals  Institute)  where  I  was  the  first 
American  to  speak  to  their  class¬ 
es — faces  as  yet  unmarked,  some¬ 
what  somber,  but  eager  and  filled 
with  hope  for  a  new  future. 

■  The  face  of  my  thin  friend  Vio¬ 
let  as  we  sat  on  a  park  bench  beside 
the  polluted  river,  and  she  made  it 
quite  clear  that  she  needs  nothing 
for  herself.  But  when  she  talked  to 
me  of  her  grandson,  she  suddenly 
turned  away  unable  to  speak,  and  I 
felt  the  bench  shake  with  her  silent 
sobs. 

■  The  beautiful  face  of  my  six- 
teen-year-old  friend  Marina,  serious 
beyond  her  years,  who  spoke  to  me 
of  her  concerns  about  the  environ¬ 
ment,  about  the  leak  the  week  be¬ 
fore  at  the  nearby  atomic  power 
station  in  Beloyarskaya,  about  her 
worry  over  her  upcoming  highly 
competitive  exams  to  get  into  the 
university,  about  theTieed  for  youth 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 

which  Reporter  ~ 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Marilyn 
Brown  Oden  is  a 
member  of  First 

United  Methodist  _ _ 

Church,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  (Louisiana 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. _ 

meetings  where  concerns  can  be  dis¬ 
cussed  and  common  values  shared. 

■  The  face  of  my  friend  Alexey,  a 
physicist,  who  bowed  and  kissed  my 
hand,  transporting  me  momentarily 
to  a  genteel  scene  from  Dr.  Zhi¬ 
vago.  But  just  momentarily,  for  the 
pain  in  his  dark  eyes  reminded  me 
that  he  is  one  of  only  four  of  the  sci¬ 
entists  still  living  who  were  sent  to 
Chernobyl  after  the  nuclear  disas¬ 
ter,  and  he  is  terminally  ill  with  leu¬ 
kemia. 

■  The  face  of  my  small  friend 
Sergei,  who  walked  down  the  hall 
with  me  to  worship,  my  arm  around 
him.  He  looked  up  at  me  and 
smiled,  his  bright  eyes  alert  in  his 
silent  world,  deaf  through  improper 
medical  treatment  in  infancy. 

We  can  stand  with  them 

Today  I  see  these  faces  again, 
filled  with  care  and  courage.  We 
cannot  solve  their  complex  prob¬ 
lems,  but  we  can  stand  with  them  in 
respect  and  appreciation  while  they 
try  to  solve  them. 

And  along  the  way,  we  can  offer 
gestures  of  love,  like  the  food  lifts 
which  give  them  a  reprieve,  a  cup  of 
tea,  a  square  of  “sweet”;  we  can  of¬ 
fer  holy  moments  of  presence;  we 
can  offer  the  assurance  that  our 
Russian  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
faith  can  count  on  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  these  difficult  days. 


What  others  are  saying= 


“If  we  are  to  reach  the  world  for 
Christ,  the  church  must  rediscover 
its  business:  Proclaim  the  whole 
Gospel  for  a  whole  world,  call  for  a 
new  evangelical  activism,  and  re¬ 
form  and  spread  scriptural  holiness 
over  all  the  world.” 

— The  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  evan¬ 
gelist,  Marshall,  Texas. 


“We  believe  that  science  and  reli¬ 


gion,  working  together,  have  an  es¬ 
sential  contribution  to  make  toward 
any  significant  mitigation  and  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  world  environmental 
crisis.  What  good  are  the  most  fer¬ 
vent  moral  imperatives  if  we  do  not 
understand  the  dangers  and  how  to 
avoid  them?  What  good  are  all  the 
data  in  the  world  without  a  stead¬ 
fast  moral  compass?” 

— From  The  Joint  Appeal  of  Religion 
and  Science  for  the  Environment. 


Faithfully  yours 

Lost  passport,  rusty  French  seal  bonds  of  faith 


The  call  came,  as  calls  to  serve  of¬ 
ten  do,  when  I  least  expected  it — on 
the  last  night  of 
General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Dressed  i 
slacks  and  a  T- 
shirt,  I  was  in  the 
grubby  midst  of 
dismantling  and 
packing  our  on¬ 
site  computer  sys-  Cynthia  Astle 
tern  for  the  trip  home  from  Louis¬ 
ville.  Then  a  voice  rang  out  across 
the  news  room: 

“Does  anybody  here  speak 
French?” 

Without  thinking,  I  responded:  “I 
do!” 

Exiting  our  curtained  work  space, 
I  discovered  a  clerical  staff  member 
with  an  African  woman  garbed  in 
her  colorful  native  dress. 

Her  delegate’s  badge  told  me  her 
name  was  Otshudi  Yandju  from 
Central  Zaire  conference.  Her  wor¬ 


ried  face  told  me  she  was  in  some 
kind  of  trouble. 

She  had  to  repeat  herself  twice 
before  my  rusty  brain  deciphered 
what  she  was  trying  to  say: 

“I’ve  lost  my  passport,”  she  said 
in  French.  “I  must  find  a  photo  of 
myself  to  get  it  replaced.” 

She  had  come  to  the  news  room 
prepared  to  look  through  hundreds 
of  General  Conference  photo¬ 
graphs.  But  I  had  a  better  idea. 

"Altendez-vous  une  minute,  s'il 
vous  plait  (please  wait  a  minute),”  I 
said. 

I  rounded  up  my  colleague,  Tom 
Slack,  editor  of  the  West  Ohio  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter’s 
sister  publication,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review.  He  readily  agreed  to 
my  request  to  take  Otshudi’s  photo 
with  his  Polaroid  camera. 

After  a  failed  first  attempt,  the 
second  photo  produced  a  clear  im¬ 
age.  Then  Otshudi  confessed  she 
needed  “ quatre  photos  toutes  les 


meme  choses ”  (four  photos  all  the 
same  pose).  So  Tom  willingly 
snapped  three  more. 

Meanwhile,  our  effort  attracted  the 
interest  of  some  other  colleagues. 
Lynne  De  Michele,  editor  of  the 
“Hoosier,”  the  Indiana  Area  newspa¬ 
per,  asked  me  to  request  Otshudi’s 
permission  for  another  photo. 

In  my  frayed  French,  I  introduced 
Lynne  to  Otshudi  and  asked  if  Lynne, 
too,  could  take  Otshudi’s  photo. 

"Mais  oui  (Yes,  of  course),”  Ot¬ 
shudi  replied. 

By  the  time  the  instant  photos 
dried  well  enough  to  be  packed  in 
an  envelope,  Otshudi  had  made 
three  new  friends  through  her  gentle 
spirit  and  her  winning  smile. 

"Merci  beaucoup  (thank  you  very 
much),”  she  kept  repeating. 

As  I  bid  her  farewell,  I  gave  her 
the  French  phrase  for  “have  a  good 
trip  home.” 

“OK!”  Otshudi  responded  with  a 
grin,  gleefully  using  the  English  assent. 
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No  doubt  there  are  other  situa¬ 
tions  in  which  this  kind  of  encoun¬ 
ter  occurs. 

But  there  was  a  congeniality  about 
our  meeting  with  Otshudi  that  I’m 
convinced  came  from  our  unspoken, 
yet  mutually  understood,  covenant 
as  Christians.  A  sister  came  trusting¬ 
ly  to  us  for  help  and  I’m  glad  we 
didn’t  let  a  little  thing  like  differing 
languages  stop  us  from  helping  her. 

Meeting  Otshudi  taught  me 
something  else,  too: 

It’s  time  to  brush  up  my 
French — just  in  case  God  calls  me 
again  somewhere  to  similar  service, 
n’eslce  pas? 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  give  glory  to  your  father 
who  is  in  heaven.” 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 

Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

6.50% 

1  year  term 

$100 

4.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

5.00% 

Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Stephen  L  Swecker 

Faith  forum  Page  Editor 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  John  A.  Lovelace 

Editor  and  Chief  Executive,  1969-91  Managing  Editor 

Daniel  J.  Louis  Darrell  L.  Bryant  Kay  Fielder 
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Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Subscription  rates:  S20  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Proverbs  3:6) 

Readings  tor  week  of  June  15 

Monday:  Psalms  8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  9 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  8:22-3 1 
Thursday:  John  16:1-11 
Friday:  John  16:12-15 
Saturday:  Romans  5:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  5:6-1 1 


*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing 
your  own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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FAIRNESS  FOR  HAITIANS:  The 

forced  return  of  Haitians  fleeing  their  homeland 
is  opposed  by  the  chief  staff  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  social  action  agency  and  by 
an  international  agricultural  missions  agency.  “I 
must  oppose  the  decision  to  return  refugees  to 
such  a  volatile,  frightening  situation  as  exists  in 
Haiti  under  the  present  military  government,” 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  said  May  29  in  letters  to 
President  Bush  and  Secretary  of  State  James  A. 
Baker  III.  Mr.  Fassett  said  documented  evi¬ 
dence  shows  escalation  of  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  since  President  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide  of 
Haiti  fled  a  military  coup  in  1991.  In  a  similar 
action,  directors  of  Agricultural  Missions,  a  pro¬ 
gram  subunit  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.,  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  that  refugees  fleeing  violence  and  injustice 
in  Haiti  deserve  the  same  treatment  as  emi¬ 
grants  from  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  Cuba. 

FIRST  WOMAN  PRESIDENT:  The 

Rev.  Kathleen  Richardson,  54,  will  be  installed 
as  the  first  woman  presi-  ff 
dent  of  the  1.25  million-  ¥ 
member  British  Methodist 
Conference  during  a  June 
27-Juiy  3  session  in  New¬ 
castle,  England.  Under  a 
concordat  between  the  Brit¬ 
ish  church  and  the  United 

Methodist  Church,  Bishop  _ 

Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Ms.  Richardson 
Area),  the  Rev.  Alfred  Johnson  of  Glen  Mills, 
Pa.,  Carmen  Carrico  of  Phoenix  and  Carolyn 
Marshall  of  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  are  delegates  to 
the  British  Methodist  meeting. 

SUPPORT  FOR  'EARTH  SUMMIT': 

Support  for  the  “Earth  Summit”  that  opened 
June  3  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  has  been 
pledged  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women.  In  a 
statement  issued  from  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
federation  leaders  said  “Methodist  women  . . . 
are  resolved  to  raise  awareness  of  the  disastrous 
effects  of  exploitation  and  abuse”  of  “the  earth 
community  (that)  is  God’s  gift  to  us  to  receive 
and  to  hold,  to  sustain  and  to  share  equitably.” 
Edith  Loane  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  is  federation 
president.  An  estimated  6  million  Methodist 
women  in  70  countries  are  included  in  the  fed¬ 
eration  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

RECONCILING  ALL  CULTURES: 

Graduation  ceremonies  May  29  for  students  at 
United  Methodism’s  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  opened  with  an  apology  for  historic  op¬ 
pression  of  Native  Americans  and  hope  for  a 
reconciling  future  for  people  of  all  cultures.  The 
observance  came  in  response  to  concerns  raised 
by  Shirley  Montoya,  a  Navajo  and  one  of  two 
Native  Americans  graduating.  She  questioned 
holding  the  commencement  at  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  site  of  the  funeral  for  a  19th- 
century  Methodist  clergyman.  According  to 
Colorado  historians,  the  Rev.  John  Chivington 
gave  up  his  clergy  orders  to  enlist  in  the  territo¬ 
ry’s  volunteer  infantry  and  later  led  an  attack  in 
which  more  than  500  Cheyenne — mostly  wom¬ 
en,  elderly  men  and  children — were  murdered. 

ADVANCING  HUMAN  LIBERTY: 

U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Harry  A.  Black- 
mun.  the  only  United  Methodist  on  the  nation’s 
highest  tribunal,  has  received  the  American 
Jewish  Committee’s  American  Liberties  Medal¬ 
lion  “for  exceptional  advancement  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  human  liberty.” 


'Heartfelt  concern'  given  to  Los  Angeles 


PHOTO  BY  MELBA  ABRAMS 


LOS  ANGELES — On  a  site  tour.  Bishops  Melvin  Talbert  (left),  San  Francisco  Area,  and  Jack  Tuell 
(Los  Angeles  Area)  see  first-hand  how  distribution  services  are  working  from  local  churches  in 
the  greater  Los  Angeles  area. 


By  PEG  PARKER 

LOS  ANGELES — “In  solidari¬ 
ty  with  those  who  are  victimized 
by  acts  of  injustice,  oppression 
and  violence,"  a  nine-member 
team  last  week  delivered  the  offi¬ 
cial  heartfelt  concern  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  the 
people  of  Los  Angeles. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
had  authorized  a  “Message  to  the 
People  of  the  United  States”  and 
selected  a  multi-ethnic  delega¬ 
tion  to  present  the  message  in 
Los  Angeles  (see  UMR  May  15 
and  May  22). 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area),  representing  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  headed  the 
delegation  during  a  news  confer¬ 
ence  June  3  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  and  his 
team  were  warmly  greeted  by 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area.) 

Compared  with  volcano 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  delegation,  noted 
in  his  remarks  that  “one  year 
ago,  Mt.  Pinatubo  erupted  in  the 
Phillipines.  It  was  thought  to  be 
extinct,  but  after  611  years  it 
erupted.  The  world  was  remind¬ 
ed  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
an  extinct  volcano. 

“Today  I  am  here  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les  witnessing  devastation  of  un¬ 
believable  proportions,”  said  Mr. 
Day,  pastor  of  Jesse  Lee  Memori¬ 
al  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ridgefield,  Conn.  “Persons  of 
compassion  near  and  far  are  re¬ 
sponding  generously. 

“But  millions  will  not  respond 
to  the  most  deadly  U.S.  civil  dis¬ 
turbance  in  the  20th  century  be¬ 
cause  they  are  not  sitting  on  this 
volcano.  Millions  of  white  Amer¬ 
icans  believe  they  are  safe  in  sub- 

Can  U.S.- 

By  DENISE  (OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.^Can 
United  Methodism  become  an 
increasingly  “global  church” 
while  its  legislative  assemblies 
are  so  weighted  with  issues  relat¬ 
ed  primarily  to  the  church  in  the 
United  States? 

In  the  opinion  of  many  inter¬ 
national  delegates  to  the  church’s 
1  992  General  Conference  last 
month  in  Louisville,  this  is  the 
challenge  for  future  General 
Conferences. 

Among  this  year’s  998  elected 
delegates  were  108  international 
representatives.  Despite  differ¬ 
ences  among  them  about  which  is¬ 
sues  debated  there  had  top 
priority  in  their  respective  coun¬ 
tries,  international  delegates  agree 
that  their  voices  were  heard 
throughout  the  legislative  process. 

The  Rev.  Mufind  Muteb 
(Southern  Zaire  conference)  said 
the  first  thing  he  will  tell  his 


urbia  where  the  urban  crisis  is 
extinct. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church  reminds  the  U.S.  that 
there  will  be  no  peace  in  the  land 
until  we  confront  the  churning, 
boiling  racism  deep  within  the 
soul  of  this  nation — racism 
which  confines  the  urban  poor  to 
racially  segregated  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  economic  injustice  on 
a  scale  unknown  in  other  so- 
called  industrialized  nations.” 

Check  presented 

The  delegation  presented  Bish¬ 
op  Tuell  a  check  for  $23,882.77, 
the  amount  of  an  offering  taken 
at  General  Conference.  Bishop 
Talbert  said  this  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  offerings  ever 
taken  at  a  General  Conference 
for  a  specific  purpose. 

Los  Angeles  District  leaders 
had  earlier  given  reports  of  work 
done  by  local  churches  following 
the  April  29  uprising. 

More  than  $100,000  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  been  put  to  work, 
feeding,  housing  and  clothing 
people  of  all  races,  creeds  and 
ages.  Additional  funds  are  com¬ 
ing  through  individual  and 
church  donations  from  across  the 
country. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Hill  III,  co¬ 
ordinator  of  the  church’s  Los  An¬ 
geles  crisis  team,  said  most 
persons  seeking  aid  may  not  have 
been  directly  affected  by  the  fires 
and  looting  but  this  crisis  gave 
them  opportunity  to  reach  out 
for  help. 

“Many  were  already  hungry,” 
said  Mr.  Hill,  “and  in  desperate 
need  of  help.” 

Prior  to  the  disturbance,  the 
Los  Angeles  district  planning  and 
strategy  committee  had  identi¬ 
fied  five  areas  of  extreme  need: 


church  is  that  General  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  Africans  bq  allowed  to 
create  a  Zaire-only  Central  Con¬ 
ference  in  August.  (A  central  con¬ 
ference  is  the  church’s  largest 
regional  body  outside  the  U.S.) 

With  five  annual  conferences 
containing  at  least  one  million 
United  Methodists,  Zaire  out¬ 
ranks  other  African  countries  in 
membership  growth. 

Speaking  through  a  mission¬ 
ary-interpreter,  Mr.  Muteb  told 
the  Reporter  that  creation  of  the 
Zaire  Central  Conference  will  al¬ 
low  for  better  communication 
with  United  Methodist  local 
churches  in  Southern  Zaire,  a 
portion  of  his  country  particular¬ 
ly  hit  with  internal  fighting, 

African  United  Methodists 
will  vote  on  the  proposal  in  two 
regional  meetings  during  August. 
One  meeting  will  be  in  Zaire,  the 
other  in  Zimbabwe.  If  the  pro¬ 
posal  meets  majority  approval  in 


■  Refugee  and  immigration 
concerns; 

■  Homelessness  and  afford¬ 
able  housing; 

■  Drugs  and  substance  abuse; 

■  Families  at  risk; 

■  Establishing  local  churches 
that  could  offer  and  staff  multi¬ 
ple  human  needs  services. 

The  strategy  committee  has 
drafted  a  detailed  plan  to  address 
these  needs  and  is  presenting  it 
to  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  for  consideration. 

One  idea  coming  out  of  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  was  creation  of  a 


both  sessions,  the  new  central 
conference  will  be  formed. 

'Everybody  can  speak' 

Speaking  from  another  nation¬ 
al  perspective,  a  non-voting  ob¬ 
server,  the  Rev.  Martin  J. 
Beukenhorst,  president  of  the 
United  Protestant  Church  of  Bel¬ 
gium,  said  General  Conference 
actions  on  homosexuality  and 
church  finances  will  be  of  high 
interest  to  his  people  as  will  be 
plans  for  ministry  among  Native 
Americans  and  Hispanics. 

“We  have  always  admired  the 
fact  that  you  Americans  are  so 
democratic,”  he  said.  “The  way 
the  General  Conference  works, 
everybody  can  speak,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  are  taken  from  that. 

“Although  [the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church]  is  an  episcopal 
church,  with  a  bishop  presiding 
over  each  session,  it  is  the  assem¬ 
bly  that  decides.  Decisions  are 
not  imposed  by  the  bishops.” 


Shalom  Zone,  defined  as  a  “stra¬ 
tegically  located  city  block”  re¬ 
built  with  resources  that  will  give 
the  area  new  life. 

Referring  to  the  Shalom  Zone 
concept.  Bishop  Talbert  told 
those  assembled  that  since  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  adjourned,  dis¬ 
cussions  have  taken  place 
between  staff  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries — the  oversight  agency  for 
the  zone — and  leaders  of  the  Los 
Angeles  area. 

Those  discussions  raised  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  possibility  of  just 


Josef  Thai,  a  lay  delegate  from 
the  Czechoslovakia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  said  most  General  Con¬ 
ference  actions  would  not  change 
the  general  structure  of  his  con¬ 
ference’s  22  local  churches. 

A  computer  programmer  and 
mechanical  engineer  in  Prague, 
Mr.  Thai  is  a  member  of  Jihlava 
United  Methodist  Church.  With 
nearly  half  his  90-member  church 
composed  of  children,  Mr.  Thai 
said  his  congregation  would  be 
most  interested  in  General  Confer¬ 
ence  actions  on  baptism. 

“In  our  local  church,  we  have 
dedication  of  small  children  as 
well  as  baptism,”  said  Mr.  Thai. 
He  explained  that  children  who 
are  dedicated  are  baptized  on 
profession  of  faith  when  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  13  or  14. 

'More  firm  in  our  stand' 

He  said  he  hopes  that  results  of 
the  baptism  study  anticipated 
across  the  whole  church  “will  be 


one  zone  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  multi-ethnic,  multi-cultural 
area. 

Bishop  Talbert  added  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  will  appoint  a 
Shalom  Zone  board  of  directors 
June  15.  That  board  will  work 
with  Los  Angeles  Area  officials  to 
create  and  develop  additional 
ministries  of  reconciliation  and 
healing. 

Ms.  Parker  is  editor  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Conference  "Cir¬ 
cuit  West "  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 

'global'? 

made  available  to  our  people.” 

Elizabeth  F.  Tacadena,  a  college 
professor  representing  the  Pala¬ 
wan  Provisional  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Philippines,  said  she 
was  impressed  with  the  spirituality 
of  General  Conference. 

However,  she  contends  that 
United  Methodists  must  become 
“more  firm  in  our  stand  as  Chris¬ 
tians  based  on  John  Wesley’s  be¬ 
liefs.”  Ms.  Tacadena  said  she  is 
certain  that  this  is  the  way  the 
denomination  will  grow. 

A  member  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brook’s 
Point,  Palawan,  Ms.  Tacadena 
said  a  strong  spiritual  presence 
has  made  hers  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  annual  conferences  in 
the  Philippines. 

“We  United  Methodists  have 
to  overcome  evil  forces  that  sur¬ 
round  us  so  we  can  do  what  God 
has  called  us  to  do.” 


based  church  become  truly 


What  do  you  serve  100-plus  international  Methodists? 


By  DENISE  (OHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— If  you  had 
131  international  guests  coming  to 


your  church  for  lunch — not  once  but 
several  times — what  would  you  do? 

That  was  the  question  facing 
members  of  Fourth  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisville 


when  they  learned  that  internation¬ 
al  delegates  to  the  church’s  General 
Conference  would  be  dining  in  their 
fellowship  hall. 

Under  leadership  of  laywoman 
Sally  Rose,  some  52  men  and  wom¬ 
en  volunteers  quickly  showed  “what 
to  do"  for  delegates  from  some  34 
countries. 

They  began  by  providing  com¬ 
fortable  transportation  and  South¬ 
ern  hospitality  to  these  sojourners 
in  a  foreign  land. 

“What  an  exciting  experience  this 
has  been,”  said  Ms.  Rose  in  her 
church  newsletter,  “The  Link.” 

“The  first  day,  77  diners  were 
welcomed  to  Fourth  Avenue;  100 
had  been  expected.  Our  volunteers 
were  put  to  the  test  the  second  day 
when  75  guests  were  expected  and 
1 36  were  served!” 

Expenses  for  a  professional  cater¬ 
er  were  paid  by  the  church’s  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
Ethel  Johnson,  who  assisted  many 
international  delegates  on  behalf  of 
the  mission  board. 

She  said  the  meals  were  a  way  of 
saying  “thank  you”  to  representa¬ 
tives  of  partner  churches  who  pro¬ 
vide  hospitality  when  United 
Methodists  from  the  U.S.  visit  in¬ 
ternational  churches. 

Ms.  Rose  said  the  caterer  was 
grateful  for  surplus  food  church 
members  contributed  to  the  second 
day’s  oversubscribed  meal.  During 
the  rest  of  the  luncheons,  Fourth 


"This  is  what  heaven 
will  be  like:  all  of  God's 
people  having  a  great 
time  together,  eating  at  a 
free  table." 

— International  delegate 
to  General  Conference 


Avenue  church  averaged  some  120 
delegates,  spouses,  children  and  lan¬ 
guage  interpreters. 

Ms.  Rose,  who  recorded  1,075 
meals  served  during  nine  consecu¬ 
tive  days,  told  the  Reporter  that 
preparing  menus  for  the  interna¬ 
tional  guests  was  no  easy  task  for 
her  committee. 

“I  told  the  caterer  that  we  needed 
rice  every  day,  no  pork,  and  des¬ 
serts  that  were  not  very  sweet,  such 
as  cookies  for  example,”  she  said. 

“The  meat  had  to  be  cut  in  small 
portions,  since  some  delegates  had 
their  children.  We  also  had  to  have 
lots  of  tea.” 

Besides  “a  delicious  meal  in  a  fes¬ 
tive  setting,”  international  delegates 
also  received  gifts  from  members  of 
Fourth  Avenue  church.  Toiletries, 
warm  jackets  and  children’s  clothing 
were  distributed  with  loving  atten¬ 
tion  from  the  volunteers. 

And  what  did  Fourth  Avenue 


members  received  in  return? 

“We’ve  been  treated  to  wide 
smiles,  warm  handshakes,  huge 
hugs,  words  of  blessing  and  appreci¬ 
ation  and  joyous  singing,”  said  Ms. 


Rose. 

“One  delegate  said,  ’This  is  what 
heaven  will  be  like:  all  of  God’s 
people  having  a  great  time  together, 
eating  at  a  free  table.’  ” 
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LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — International  delegates  and  missionaries  attend¬ 
ing  General  Conference  last  month  present  a  Puerto  Rican  hat  to 
Sally  Rose,  coordinator  of  nine  daily  luncheons  at  Fourth  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisville.  The  church  provided  South¬ 
ern  hospitality  to  131  sojourners  in  a  foreign  land. 
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DEACONESS  ASSEMBLY:  Nearly  500 
persons  from  34  countries  are  registered  for  the 
16th  Assembly  of  Diakonia  June  19-26  in  Nova 
Scotia.  Included  are  about  125  Methodists, 
some  75  of  them  United  Methodists  from  the 
United  States.  The  international  conference  is 
sponsored  by  the  World  Federation  of  Diaconal 
Associations  and  Sisterhoods.  Betty  J.  Letzig, 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  deaconess  program  office,  is 
co-chairperson  of  the  assembly  program  com¬ 
mittee. 

CHOCTAW  EVANGELISM  EVENT: 

A  recent  evangelism  campaign  reaching  at  least 
100  homes  on  the  Choctaw  Reservation  near 
Philadelphia,  Miss.,  was  sponsored  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Associ¬ 
ation  for  Native  American  Ministries.  Funding 
came  from  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  Hosting  the  event  were  three 
churches — Great  Spirit,  John’s  Memorial  and 
Green  Hill — in  the  Mississippi  United  Method¬ 
ist  Native  American  Parish,  with  the  Rev. 
Murry  Robertson  as  pastor.  Evangelists  includ¬ 
ed  the  Rev.  Harry  Long  from  the  Seminole 
United  Methodist  ministry  on  the  Brighton 
Reservation  in  Florida  and  the  Rev.  Homer  No- 
ley,  executive  director  of  the  National  United 
Methodist  Native  American  Center  in  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City. 

BLACK  MEN  IN  CRISIS:  Spiritual,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  sociological  challenges  that  black 
men  face — and  ways  to  surmount  those  chal¬ 
lenges — are  subjects  of  the  United  Methodist 
National  Conference  on  Black  Men  in  Crisis 
Aug.  28-30  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville.  Among  more  than  25  presenters  is 
keynote  speaker  the  Rev.  Alfred  Norris,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  At¬ 
lanta.  More  information  from  Allen  Brown, 
Black  Men’s  Conference,  UMMen,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  37202.  The  meeting  is 
sponsored  by  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Discipteship. 

RECONCILIATION:  The  Reconciling 
Congregation  Program  has  called  for  “services 
of  healing  and  reconciliation”  in  the  aftermath 
of  General  Conference  actions  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  issues.  The  program  asks  for  such  services  to 
be  held  June  20-28  to  bring  together  congrega¬ 
tions  and  individuals  “seeking  to  be  part  of  a 
truly  inclusive  Body  of  Christ.”  The  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregation  Program  is  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  group  of  congregations  which  accept  all 
people  regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 


Tlic  United  Methodist 
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Prolific  flies  destoying  farmers'  crops 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

EL  CENTRO,  Calif.— Last 
fall,  Don  Brock  watched  helpless¬ 
ly  as  millions  of  dollars  worth  of 
melons  were  plowed  under,  some 
of  them  his  own. 

The  active  member  of  El  Cen¬ 
tro  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
grower  in  California’s  Imperial 
Valley,  a  major  source  of  fresh 
produce  in  the  United  States. 

Like  many  other  growers  in  the 
valley,  he  saw  many  of  his  crops 
destroyed  by  a  “plague”  of  white- 
flies. 

More  pesticides 

Nothing  seems  to  stop  the  fly, 
not  even  pesticides. 

"We  sprayed  stuff  on  our  can¬ 
taloupes  1  never  thought  we’d 
spray,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

“People  think  growers  like  to 
use  pesticides.  But  that’s  not 
true,”  he  said.  “It’s  expensive 
and  it’s  harmful  to  people.” 

Trying  to  beat  the  heat-loving 
fly,  Mr.  Brock  planted  his  melons 
early  this  spring.  He  may  plant 


"We  sprayed  stuff  on  our  cantaloupes  I  never 

thought  we'd  spray.  People  think  growers  like  to 
use  pesticides.  But  that's  not  true.  It's  expensive 
and  it's  harmful  to  people." 

— Don  Brock 


none  at  all  in  the  hot  fall. 

"The  consumer  will  feel  this 
somewhere  down  the  line,”  he 
added. 

Crop  destruction  by  this  prolif¬ 
ic  pest — one  pair  can  produce  a 
billion  offspring  in  three 
months — sent  fresh-produce 
prices  soaring  nationwide  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  1991.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  worse  in  1 992. 

Whitefly  crop  losses  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  Arizona,  Texas  and  Florida, 
the  nation’s  produce  basket,  are 
estimated  at  $362.8  million 
minimum. 

90  percent  of  the  produce 

Those  four  states  supply  90 
percent  of  the  nation’s  fall  and 
winter  produce,  according  to  the 
University  of  California  at  Riv¬ 


erside. 

Recalling  with  horror  and  grief 
that  95  percent  of  the  fall  melon 
crop  was  disced  under,  the  Rev. 
Lee  Cunningham,  pastor  of  the 
El  Centro  church,  lamented  the 
immense  loss  of  food  when  so 
many  in  the  world  are  hungry. 

El  Centro  is  near  the  U.S./Mexi¬ 
can  border.  Its  5,000  miles  of  ca¬ 
nals,  bringing  water  from  the 
Colorado  River,  irrigate  the  desert 
fields. 

Fall  and  winter  crops  such  as 
broccoli,  cauliflowef,  cabbage, 
lettuce,  tomatoes  and  melons 
were  severely  damaged.  The  in¬ 
festation  also  damaged  cotton 
crops  and  alfalfa. 

“If  this  crisis  persists,  farming 
in  this  valley  will  just  cease,”  Mr. 
Cunningham  said.  “We  have 
some  major  farmers  who  face 
bankruptcy.” 

The  disaster  affects  everyone 
in  the  community,  he  said.  When 
the  crops  are  ruined,  the  pickers 
don’t  pick,  the  packers  don’t 
pack  and  the  truckers  don’t 
truck.  Unemployment  affects  ev¬ 
ery  business  in  the  valley. 


“And  the  church’s  budget 
doesn’t  get  paid,"  he  said.  “We 
just  don’t  have  the  funds. 

“People  are  going  through  a  lot 
of  financial  stress,”  he  contin¬ 
ued.  Some  farm  families  are  dis¬ 
integrating  under  the  strain. 

Some  farm  workers  are  U.S. 
citizens.  Some  live  just  across  the 
Mexican  border  in  Mexicali. 

When  the  crops  are  good,  some 
30,000  people  work  in  the' Impe¬ 
rial  Valley  fields,  harvesting  and 
packing.  But  the  hot  fall  of  1991 
saw  day  after  day  of  “morning 
fog"  of  whiteflies. 

Wore  masks 

“The  growers  washed  the 
windshields  of  trucks  twice  a 
day,  just  so  they  could  see,”  said 
farm  advisor  and  insect  expert 
Frank  Leamann,  an  active  El 
Centro  church  member. 

“Farm  workers  wore  masks  to 
keep  from  breathing  the  flies,"  he 
continued. 

The  most  effective  way  to 
manage  the  pest  proliferation 
was  to  bury  the  infested  fruit  and 
vegetables. 

Buried  with  the  produce  were 
the  growers’  investment  and  the 
farm  workers’  anticipated  wages. 

The  El  Centro  congregation 
helped  meet  the  crisis  by  main¬ 
taining  a  food  bank,  heavily  used 
by  the  homeless  and  the  unem¬ 
ployed. 


EL  CENTRO,  Calif.  —  Don 
Brock  planted  early  this  spring 
in  an  attempt  to  avoid  crop  de¬ 
struction  by  the  white  fly  plague. 

And  for  Don  Brock,  the  church 
he  grew  up  in — one  where  his 
grandfather  was  once  the  pas¬ 
tor — is  the  place  he  turns  to' 
when  times  are  tough. 

The  whitefly  crisis  is  a  chal¬ 
lenge  to  his  livelihood,  he  said, 
but  not  to  his  faith. 


United  Methodist  joins  fly  fight 


Growers  are  fighting  a  'plague'  of  whiteflies  that  wreaked  more 
than  $363  million  in  crop  losses  in  several  states.  Califoria,  Arizo¬ 
na.  Texas  and  Florida  supply  90%  of  the  nation's  winter  produce. 

UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCXNWHT 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EL  CENTRO,  Calif.— Insect 
expert  Frank  Leamann,  an  active 
member  of  El  Centro  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  one  of  eight 
people  working  at  the  University 
of  California  Cooperative  Exten¬ 
sion  in  Imperial  County  trying  to 
solve  the  problem  of  the  crop¬ 
wrecking  whitefly. 

Whiteflies  munch,  breed  and 
excrete  a  sticky  black  substance 
on  some  500  varieties  of  plants 


worldwide. 

Pesticides  are  largely  ineffec¬ 
tive  against  the  fly.  Dr.  Leamann 
told  the  Reporter,  partially  be¬ 
cause  the  eggs  are  laid  on  the  un¬ 
derside  of  the  leaf. 

“We’re  looking  at  chemicals, 
predators  and  parasites,”  he  said, 
as  a  possible  way  to  combat  the 
fly. 

Dr.  Leamann  is  researching 
row  covers  for  melons.  Light,  air 
and  water  can  penetrate  the  cov¬ 
er,  he  said,  but  it  excludes  all  in¬ 


sects.  Its  cost:  $170-$200  an  acre. 
But  pesticides  cost  even  more,  he 
said. 

In  the  meantime,  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  recently 
released  a  natural  predator  of  the 
whitefly,  a  Spanish  stingless 
wasp,  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of 
California  and  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley  of  Texas  in  hopes  that  the 
wasp  will  stem  the  whitefly  pro¬ 
liferation. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Summit  observer  hopes  for ' global  gardeners' 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— The 
1 7-strong  United  Methodist  delega¬ 
tion  to  the  Earth  Summit  June  3-14 
in  Rio  may  not  return  to  their  ad¬ 
ministrative  posts  and  congrega¬ 
tions  as  transformed  human  beings, 
but  they  say  they  hope  their  journey 
will  help  them  advocate  incorporat¬ 
ing  an  ecological  perspective  into 
the  church’s  mission  and  ministry. 

“We’ve  been  pretty  egocentric  in 
our  theology,”  admitted  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Messer,  president  of  lliff 
Theological  Seminary  in  Denver. 


He  is  among  the  30-40,000  visitors 
attending  activities  grouped  around 
the  United  Nations  Conference  on 
Environment  and  Development. 

“We’ve  gotten  hooked  on  salva¬ 
tion  theology  but  not  on  caring  for 
creation.” 

Dr.  Messer  said  he  hopes  Rio 
might  also  help  Christians  accept 
their  mission  as  “global  gardeners” 
to  the  earth.  This  requires  an  ecu¬ 
menical  and  interreligious  response. 

Move  to  'pragmatic  caring' 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
invited  Dr.  Messer  as  an  official  ob- 
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POSITION  OPEN  FOR  FULLTIME  MUSIC  Direc¬ 
tor  for  2700-member  church.  Job  includes  directing 
adult,  youth,  and  children's  choirs  and  handbell 
choirs.  Position  also  open  for  full-time  organist.  Sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  commensurate  with  qualifications. 
Send  resume  to:  John  Stoioff.  Chair  —  Music  Search 
Committee.  302  Partridge  Circle,  Summerville,  SC 
29485.  


WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800-members).  Extend¬ 
ed  search  with  inclusion  of  new  minister.  Multiple 
staff  church  with  new  innovative  program  model. 
Qualifications  —  M.A.  in  Christian  education.  Sala¬ 
ry  open.  Please  submit  application  by  July  1st  to: 
Sam  Smith.  Chair,  Search  Committee,  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  120098,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37212.  Tel.  (615)  373-1493. 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  growing 
600-number  church.  Opening  in  June  1992.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  educational  and  youth  ministries. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  to:  Norman  Roe, 
Westlake  UMC.  1460  Red  Bud  Trail,  Austin.  TX 
78746.  


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  NEEDED  for  530- 

member  congregation.  Job  description  available.  Bi¬ 
lingual  desirable.  Send  inquiries  and  resume  to: 
William  Treude,  106  East  Cleveland  Street,  Beeville, 
TX  78102.  


FIRST  UMC  OF  GLEN  ELLYN,  IL  is  seeking  a  full¬ 

time  Director  of  Christian  Ed  and  Youth  Resources. 
For  Job  Description  call:  (708)  469-3510  or  write: 
424  Forest,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL  60137.  Compensation: 
S3 1,000. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time. 
2800-member  church  adjacent  to  University  of  New 
Mexico.  CE  degree,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Tom  Schwartz,  Central  UMC.  1615  Copper  NE, 
Albuquerque,  NM  87106.  (505)  243-7834. 


ORGANIST  NEEDED.  First  UMC.  Clarendon.  Tex¬ 

as.  One  service,  one  rehearsal  a  week.  Pipe  Organ. 
Morning  Worship.  Average  attendance  —  210.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Terry  Tamplen.  (806) 
874-3667.  


CLEAR  LAKE  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  is 

accepting  applications  for  a  full-time  ORGANIST/ 
ASSISTANT  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Other  than  or¬ 
ganist  duties  the  responsibilities  are:  directing  graded 
choir  programs  and  handbells.  The  instrument  is  a  52 
rank  Moller.  The  salary  is  S25.000  plus.  Applicants 
should  submit  a  resume  to:  Clear  Lake  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  16335  El  Camino  Real.  Houston,  TX 
77062.  For  additional  information,  please  contact: 
John  Brasher  at  (7 13)  488-5110. 


GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  area  needs 

part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth  program. 
Position  available  now.  Experience  id  youth  ministry 
preferred.  Salary  and  benefits  package  competitive. 
Send  resume  to:  Parker  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  1287,  Parker.  CO  80134. 


FULL-TIME  COORDINATOR  for  Christian  educa¬ 

tion  position  available  at  a  United  Methodist 
Church.  If  interested  in  application,  please  write:  Im¬ 
manuel  United  Methodist  Church,  66  E.  Hunter 
Street,  Logan.  OH  43138  or  call:  (614)  385-4136. 


YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  innova¬ 

tive  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth  for 
1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to:  Rev. 
Dan  Hoke.  Walnut  Hill  UMC.  10066  Marsh  Lane. 
Dallas.  TX  75229.  


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Part-time  op¬ 
portunity  to  come  and  grow  with  young  suburban 
church.  Resume:  Atascocita  UMC,  19325  Pinehurst 
Trail  Dr.,  Humble,  TX  77346. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  full-time  position  for  2.000- 
member  church.  Active  youth  program,  varied  minis¬ 
tries,  multiple  staff.  Lay  or  clergy,  salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Bob  Younts.  First  UMC,  2300 
Country  Club  Rd.,  Duncan,  OK  73533.  (405)  255- 
3353.  


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL  PROGRAM.  Average 
seasonal  worship  attendance  1,000  plus.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  809.  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902.(813)  332-1152. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  at  unique. 

progressive  congregation  with  600  worship  atten¬ 
dance  and  multiple  staff  team.  Energetic,  creative  in¬ 
dividual  needed  to  expand  and  strengthen  current 
program  that  includes  work  camps,  retreats,  musical 
drama  and  nine-month  confirmation  class.  Must 
work  well  with  adult  volunteers  and  with  youth.  Ex¬ 
perience  required  in  these  program  areas.  Compensa¬ 
tion  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  cover  let¬ 
ter,  resume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz, 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church,  4210  Austin 
Bluffs  Pkwy,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  congrega¬ 
tion  with  musical  tastes  from  Medema  to  Rutter  to 
Bach  to  world  music.  Current  comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  includes  eight  choirs  and  five  weekly  worship 
services.  Must  love  people  and  music,  work  well  with 
recruiting  and  supervising  volunteers,  and  be  able  to 
expand  and  build  on  current  program  in  growing 
congregation  of  600  worship  attendance.  Large 
church  experience  strongly  preferred.  Compensation 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  cover  letter,  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz.  Calva¬ 
ry  United  Methodist  Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs 
Pkwy,,  Colorado  Springs.  CO  80918. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES.  Urge, 
suburban  church  seeks  experienced  Christian  Educa¬ 
tor  to  provide  leadership  and  direction  for  its  dynam¬ 
ic,  growing  program.  Emphasis  on  developing  volun¬ 
teers  for  education  ministries  and  other  program 
areas.  Basic  Requirements:  master's  degree;  certifica¬ 
tion  in  Christian  education-  at  least  3-5  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  Peggy  L.  Hart.  Chairperson.  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  "  '  fi 
VA  23229. 


,  903  Forest  Avenue,  Richmond, 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  sought  by  growing,  in¬ 

clusive.  multi-staffed  congregation  of  1300.  Respon¬ 
sibilities  include  work  with  Council  on  Ministries 
and  development  of  lay  ministries.  Send  resume  to: 
Dale  Packer,  Trinity  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
3600 Tates  Creek  Road,  Lexington,  KY  405 IT 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Income  for  able 

bodied  couple.  Managerial/housekeeping  skills.  Flex¬ 
ible  hours/being  with  people.  Small  salary  plus  small 
apartment  on  Methodist  property.  Deadline:  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  Written  application/references:  AHC,  2918 
Dantzler  Avc.,  Moss  Point.  MS  39563. 


CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  position  at 
large,  growing  church.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend 
James  R.  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row,  Arlington, 
TX  76013. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 

Church  (membership  2300}  seeks  full-time  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries.  Experience  desirable;  salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  letter,  resume,  and  three  references  to: 
St.  Luke  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  867, 
Columbus,  GA  3 1 902. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Community  Center.  De¬ 
gree  in  business  administration  or  social  work.  De¬ 
velopment/administration  of  program  activities;  su¬ 
pervision  of  property  maintenance/personnel; 
financial  management;  fund  raising.  Experience  in 
writing  grants,  proposals  and  preparing  budgets.  Bi¬ 
lingual  English/Spanish.  Commitment  to  United 
Methodist  mission  outreach.  Resumes  by  June  25. 
1992  to:  Search  Committee,  810  North  Oregon,  El 
Paso,  TX  79902.  


WANTED  —  DCE.  Growing  church  of  2850  mem¬ 
bers  seeks  full-time,  experienced  DCE.  Outreach  ori¬ 
ented  with  nurturing  perspective.  Demonstrated  abil¬ 
ity  to  prioritize,  coordinate,  delegate.  Resume  to:  Dr. 
Eugene  Young,  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  2065.  Cedar  Rapids,  IA  52406.  (319)  363-2058. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  MINISTER/DIRECTOR 
of  Christian  Education.  Full-time.  Includes  oversee¬ 
ing  expanding  ministries  to  families  with  pre-school 
and  elementary  children;  overseeing  and  developing 
opportunities  engaging  people  in  hands-on  ministry 
and  mission;  cooperating  with  the  staff  team  and 
COM  in  offering  a  variety  of  intergenerational  events 
and  experiences.  Previous  experience,  elder’s  ordina¬ 
tion,  skills  in  children's  music,  and/or  skills  in  wom¬ 
en's  ministry  will  be  considered  additional  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Membership  577.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Search,  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  1443  Howard  Ave.,  Burlingame, 
CA  940 1 0.  Phone  (415)  344-632 1 . 


"CRISIS  HELPBOOK"  —  An  aid  in  coping  with 
life's  problems,  stress  and  anxiety.  A  single  source 
help  for  the  one  who  is  hurting.  Clear  and  to  the 
point.  Order  Crisis  Helpbook,  1810  Sylvan  Drive, 
Austin,  TX  78741 .  $5.25  includes  tax  and  mailing. 


WANTED.  100  USED  COPIES.  Reasonable  price. 
“Hymns  For  The  Family  Of  God"  by  Paragon  Asso¬ 
ciates,  Nashville.  M.  Giese,  Box  308,  Wyoming,  MN 
55092.  


FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and  stay 
at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  1 2- 
160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-conditioned  lodg¬ 
ing.  swimming,  >9  tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call:  (501)  253- 
8418  today! 


ADOPTION.  INFERTILE  COUPLE,  financially  se¬ 

cure.  seeks  baby  (babies)  to  share  Midwestern.  Chris¬ 
tian  home.  Joy  and  support  of  large  extended  family 
included.  1-800-484- 1 01 7  after  beep  "2398." 


server  at  its  parallel  meeting  June  1- 
7  at  a  Catholic  retreat  center  in  a 
poor  area  north  of  Rio.  He  said  he 
hopes  the  meeting  ending  on  Pente¬ 
cost  (June  7)  will  move  the  theologi¬ 
cal  discussion  about  creation  into  a 
“pragmatic  caring”  for  the  earth. 

At  lliff  a  curriculum  has  been  cre¬ 
ated  that  is  global,  ecological,  ecu¬ 
menical  and  interreligious,  the 
school’s  president  said,  noting  that 
“Christians  can’t  serve  congrega¬ 
tions  anywhere  without  regard  for 
the  environment,” 

The  world  as  God’s  body  is  not  a 
pantheistic  view  of  God,  Dr.  Mess¬ 
er  explained,  but  rather  a  manifes¬ 
tation  of  God’s  love  made  visible  in 
the  creation.  It  is  a  view  that  ac¬ 
cords  well  with  Native  American 
and  Orthodox  understanding  of  cre¬ 
ation,  he  said.  And  it  is  one  to 
which  feminist  theologians  have 
been  especially  sensitive,  he  added. 

Women  made  up  the  majority  of 
the  United  Methodist  team  to  the 
Rio  summit  and  related  meetings. 

Five  Brazilian  and  five  U.S. 
women  are  representing  the  Gener¬ 


al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division.  Some  of  them 
participated  last  November  in  a 
women’s  conference  which  pre¬ 
pared  women  from  83  nations  for 
issues  to  be  debated  in  Rio. 

Another  United  Methodist,  Jay- 
dee  Hanson,  said  he  believes  that 
Rio  will  demonstrate  that  environ¬ 
ment  and  development  are  “inextri¬ 
cably  linked.” 

Mr.  Hanson,  assistant  general 
secretary  for  Ministry  of  God’s  Cre¬ 
ation  in  the  church’s  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  said  the 
summit  can  also  encourage 
churches  to  “reclaim  for  themselves 
the  care  for  creation  as  an  element 
of  faith.” 

Responsible  for  other  species 

“We’re  beginning  theologically  to 
challenge  those  who  would  say  we 
don’t  have  responsibility  for  other 
species,”  Mr.  Hanson  said. 

Nurturing  the  earth,  its  air,  water, 
flora,  fauna  and  humans  can  no 
longer  be  a  footnote  to  theology,  he 
stressed,  adding  that  John  Wesley 


had  been  drawn 
to  the  themes  of 
St.  Francis  of  As- 
llWffff  sisi  who  lived  in 
the  12th  century 
and  loved  na- 
ture,  the  poor 

and  peace. 

He  noted  that  the  early  animal 
rights  movement  in  Britain 
emerged  from  “deep  spiritual  com¬ 
mitment”  and  drew  on  the  writings 
of  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  Hanson  said  he  thought  the 
United  Methodist  Church  may  be 
well  on  its  way  to  institutionalizing 
care  for  creation  and  thus  “helping 
to  make  it  happen.”  He  pointed  to 
this  summer’s  Sunday  School  study 
guide  for  3-12  year-olds,  titled 
“Caring  for  Creation.” 

“When  a  denomination  takes 
something  seriously  is  when  it 
makes  it  part  of  the  Sunday  School 
education,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance  writer 
who  specializes  in  international 
and  ecumenical  reporting. 


PHOTO  BY  ROY  LLOYD 


WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y. — In  preparation  for  his  departure  for  Brazil  to  attend  the  United  Nations  "Earth 
Summit,"  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (center,  kneeling)  is  blessed  by  a  multicultural  group  of  children  during 
an  Earth  Care  Festival  sponsored  by  the  New  York  Annual  Conference.  Some  1,500  people  took  part  in 
the  one-day  event  May  30.  Bishop  White  told  the  gathering  to  remember  an  African  proverb:  "We 
have  not  inherited  the  earth  from  our  ancestors,  we  have  borrowed  it  from  our  children." 
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Happened 
At  Conference? 

Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 
Executive  Director 
Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Church 

In  this  and  other  editions  of  The  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  you 
will  read  about  the  actions  and  see  photos  of  the  1992  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  session.  However,  it  is  impossible  to  convey  the  impact  that  our 
meeting  of  June  1-4,  1992,  will  have  on  the  future  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  in  Louisiana.  I  feel  certain  that  we  made  decisions  that  will  have  a 
profound  effect  on  our  church’s  ministry  for  many  years  to  come. 


Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart  of  Shreveport  assumes  his  duties  as  Confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader  as  Paul  D.  White  of  Alexandria  receives  thanks  for 
the  years  he  served.  FROM  LEFT  are  Henry  T.  Adcock  of  Lake 
Charles,  Joanne  and  Paul  White,  Bill  Koonce  of  Metairie  and  Judge 
Stewart. 


Conference  Photos 

Photographs  from  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  will 
be  published  in  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  newspaper 
for  the  next  few  weeks.  Captur¬ 
ing  the  action  in  photos  were 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor, 
and  the  Rev.  William  E. 
“Wishy”  Nolan,  pastor  of  Jena, 
Nolley  Memorial-Belah  UM 
churches. 

Published  pictures  and  others 
taken  at  Conference  will  be  re¬ 
tained  in  a  “photographic  histo¬ 
ry”  album  of  UM  events  at  the 
Conference  office. 


Courtesy  staff  members  in  hot-pink  shirts  assisted  everyone  during 
the  Conference  in  Shreveport.  Some  of  the  workers  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  Jean  Head  of  Shreveport,  Cynthia  Cottrill  of  Baton  Rouge  and 
Lori  Powell  of  Bossier  City. 


Father's  Day 


To  honor  the  father’s  role  in  the 
Christian  family,  many  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  will  have  special  observances 
and  activities  on  the  week-end  in¬ 
cluding  Father’s  Day,  Sunday,  June 
21. 


Permit  me  to  mention  two  such  decisions;  one  a  “bricks  and  mortar” 
vote  and  the  other  a  vote  on  the  vitalization  of  ministry  for  local 
churches  in  our  state.  In  actuality,  both  of  these  initiatives  are  ventures 
into  renewal  and  spiritual  revival. 


The  Conference  Center  is  a  reality.  Louisiana  United  Methodists  will 
have  a  place  set  aside  to  foster  spiritual  growth  through  personal  and 
corporate  prayer,  meditation,  conversation  and  conferencing.  The  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  a  focal  point  of  our  unity’  and  our  calling  to  Christian  piety 
and  Christian  service.  Future  generations  will  wonder  how  we  ever  ful¬ 
filled  our  Conference  mission  without  such  a  holy  and  significant  spot. 
It  may  take  a  while  before  we  see  the  first  building,  but  the  Center  it¬ 
self  is  already  a  reality  in  our  lives.  It  is  already  helping  to  shape  our 
connectional  ministry. 


The  1992  Conference  session  seemed  to  move  with  a  spirit  of  com¬ 
mon  purpose.  Our  worship,  prayers,  music  and  business  seemed  to 
speak  of  a  church  on  the  threshold  of  renewal.  Now  comes  the  time  to 
put  our  dreams  into  actions.  Like  all  ministry,  we  have  some  hard  work 
ahead,  but  we  have  common  visions  to  pursue. 


We’re  ready  to  move  FORWARD  IN  FAITH. 

c..  QjtjUili 


The  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell  of  Houston  set  the  tone  for  an  exciting 
Conference.  He  said,  "Our  young  people  face  challenging  times. 
The  devil  has  an  endless  buffet  of  devilish  delicacies"  to  tempt  peo¬ 
ple  today  and  "if  you  sleep  with  dogs  you  can  catch  fleas."  To 
church  people  he  said,  "We  are  called  by  the  Rock  of  Ages  to  be  the 
salt  of  the  earth.  If  we  don't  empower  our  young  people,  who  will? 
We  should  present  a  clear  message  to  our  youth.  (We  should  tell 
them)  we  love  you.  We  believe  in  you.  You  have  a  part  in  our 
church." 


Boyd  Baun,  LEFT,  of  Baton  Rouge,  Conference  president  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  presented  Bishop  William  Oden  with  a  picture  of 
St.  Basil's  in  Moscow.  Baun  painted  the  scene  for  the  bishop  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Louisiana  Conference's  efforts  toward  establishing 
churches  in  Russia  and  in  sending  food  to  the  people. 


The  YSF  Blues  performed  by  a  youth  group  "jazzed  up"  one  session 
of  the  Conference.  Drummer  is  Clint  Nunez  and  guitarist  is  Lin 
Crowson  who  performed  with  John  Shermer,  singer,  and  Lucas 
Doucet,  guitarist.  The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  money  "raised  by 
youth,  distributed  by  youth  to  projects  to  benefit  youth."  Teens  get 
the  blues  if  they  fail  to  raise  enough  money  for  their  worthy  proj¬ 
ects. 


“Dad,  the  Family  Shepherd,”  is 
the  theme  for  a  conference  to  be 
held  Friday.  June  19,  and  Saturday, 
June  20,  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  where  Dr.  Charles  Simmons 
is  senior  pastor. 

Dave  Simmons,  the  speaker,  will 
focus  on  “Father  Power,  the  God- 
given  ability  men  have  to  impact 
their  offspring  for  good  or  evil 
down  to  the  fourth  generation.” 


Vision  2000  continues  to  grow  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  our  local  con¬ 
gregations.  Imagine  each  local  church  taking  a  year  during  the  qua- 
drennium  to  emphasize  its  ministry  of  Inviting  (Evangelism), 
Celebrating  (Worship),  Nurturing  (Christian  Education)  and  Serving 
(Mission  and  Outreach).  That’s  exactly  what  we  approved  as  our  goal 
for  1993-96! 

Each  local  church  will  be  invited  to  concentrate  on  one  of  these  foun¬ 
dational  ministries  for  one  year-to  evaluate,  to  vision,  to  learn  and  then 
to  put  into  action  new  ways  to  do  ministry.  The  Conference  will  assist 
with  some  ideas  and  provide  some  resources  and  tools,  but  the  local 
church  will  determine  its  own  plans  and  goals.  When  600  congrega¬ 
tions  are  moving  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  through  a 
covenanted  "method”  -just  imagine  what  our  church  could  be  in  1996. 


Pictured  during  the  Hymn  Sing  and  Devotional  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Dr. 
Bertrand  Griffin,  the  Rev.  Mary  Sloan  Baugh,  the  Rev.  Lael  Jones, 
assistant  secretaries,  and  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  Conference  secretary. 


In  Shreveport 


Commissions,  Councils 
Boards  and  Committees 
Elect  4-Year  Officers 


New  officers  of  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  councils,  boards,  commis¬ 
sions  and  committees  for  the 
quadrennium  were  elected  at  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held 
in  Shreveport  the  first  week  in  June. 

Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart  of  Shreve¬ 
port  was  elected  Conference  lay 
leader  succeeding  Paul  D.  White  of 
Alexandria.  Serving  with  Stewart 
are  O.  Fred  Loy  Jr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
vice  conference  lay  leader;  Dr. 
Anita  Crump,  New  Orleans,  secre¬ 
tary;  Dr.  Nancy  M.  Carruth,  Bun- 
kie,  treasurer;  Jane  Blackwell, 
Lafayette,  director  of  Daughen- 
baugh-Matheny  Scholarship;  Cecil 
E.  Bland  Jr.,  Shreveport,  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  1000  Club;  Bob  Sides, 
Lafayette,  chair,  lay  speaking,  and 
Henry  T  Adcock,  Lake  Charles, 
chair,  nominations. 

C.  A.  “Hap”  Martin  of  Monroe 
was  elected  chairperson  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  succeed¬ 
ing  Dr.  Charles  Simmons  of  Baton 
Rouge.  Serving  with  Martin  will  be 
the  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  vice  chair,  and  Seola 
Callahan  of  Oakdale,  secretary. 

CFA  Chairman 

Fred  Loy  was  elected  chair  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  succeeding  the  Rev. 
R.  Larry  Stafford  of  Bossier  City. 
Vice  chair  is  the  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 
of  Farmerville,  and  secretary  is 
Vera  Jordan,  West  Monroe. 

Other  Commission  officers  elect¬ 
ed  to  serve  for  the  quadrennium  are 
announced. 

Board  of  Global  Ministries:  Dr. 
W.  Dwight  Ramsey,  Shreveport, 
chair;  Hubert  Blanchard,  Sulphur, 
vice  chair;  Ella  Mae  Doyle,  Slidell, 
secretary;  the  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fair- 
ley,  Bogalusa,  finance  officer,  and 
the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Langford,  Alex¬ 
andria,  mission  secretary. 

Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry:  the  Rev.  Willis  Dear, 
Shreveport,  chair;  Ron  Sarver,  La¬ 
fayette,  vice  chair,  Kathy  Daughdrill, 
Monroe,  secretary,  and  Dollene 
Sims,  Baton  Rouge,  finance  officer. 

Board  of  Church  Extension:  Dr. 
M.  Jack  O'Dell,  Ruston,  chair;  the 
Rev.  John  D.  V.  Hamilton  Jr.,  New 
Orleans,  vice  chair;  the  Rev.  Dar¬ 
lene  Moore-James  of  Welsh,  secre- 
tary,  and  the  Rev.  Gregory  R. 
Davis,  Bossier  City,  finance  officer. 

Discipleship 

Board  of  Discipleship:  Dr.  John 
Braden,  Bastrop,  chair;  Dr.  Sarah 
Kreutziger,  Metairie,  vice  chair;  the 
Rev.  Judy  Nelson,  New  Orleans, 
secretary,  and  the  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan  of  Baton  Rouge,  finance  of¬ 
ficer. 

Board  of  Church  and  Society:  the 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries,  Mans¬ 
field,  chair;  Delores  Giles,  Metairie, 
vice  chair;  Betty  Ferrington,  Walk¬ 
er,  secretary;  the  Rev.  James  H. 
Humphreys,  Opelousas,  finance  of¬ 
ficer. 

Health  and  Welfare  Ministries: 
Gloria  Lester-Hygh,  New  Orleans, 
chair;  the  Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fleming, 
Baton  Rouge,  vice  chair,  the  Rev. 
Barbara  S.  Duke,  Tangipahoa,  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Kay  Riedel,  Lafayette, 
finance  officer. 

Diaconal  Ministry:  Sidney  Mon- 
tegudo,  Bossier  City,  chair;  Char¬ 
lotte  Brent,  Shreveport,  secretary, 
and  the  Rev.  James  McLelland, 
Shreveport,  registrar. 

Ordained  Ministry 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  The 
Rev. Troy  E.  Boyd  Jr.  of  New  Iberia, 
chair;  the  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
of  Gonzales,  vice  chair  and  finance 
officer;  the  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
of  New  Orleans,  secretary. 

Also,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby, 
Lafayette,  chairman  of  Ministers 
Training  and  Orders;  the  Rev.  Cliff 
C.  Wright  Jr.  of  Slidell,  registrar  of 
Ministers  Training  and  Orders;  the 
Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis,  Homer,  chair 
of  Associate  Members  and  Local 
Pastors;  the  Rev.  Steven  M.  Spur¬ 
lock,  Lake  Charles,  registrar,  Asso¬ 


ciate  Members  and  Local  Pastors; 
the  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr,  New 
Orleans,  registrar,  Enlistment  and 
Candidacy. 

Also,  the  Rev.  R.  Don  Ross,  La¬ 
fayette,  chairman  of  Conference 
Relations;  the  Rev.  Douglas  L 
Cain,  Natchitoches,  Continuing  Ed¬ 
ucation;  Dr.  Donald  K.  McDowell, 
Baton  Rouge,  Care  and  Counseling 
Spiritual  Foundation;  the  Rev. 
Randall  E.  Campbell,  Baton  Rouge, 
director  of  License  to  Preach 
School;  the  Rev.  Millicent  Feske, 
Dallas,  liaison.  Appointment  Be¬ 
yond  Local  Church,  and  the  Rev. 
Isiah  M.  Lee  Jr.,  Alexandria,  dean 
of  1993  Ministers’  School. 

Pensions  Slate 

Board  of  Pensions:  Welton  Brum¬ 
field  Jr.,  Amite,  chair;  the  Rev.  Ma¬ 
rie  Williams,  Baton  Rouge,  vice 
chair  and  chair  of  Committee  on  In¬ 
vestigation;  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Lake 
Charles,  secretary;  the  Rev.  Bill 
Youngblood,  Baton  Rouge,  assis¬ 
tant  chair,  Committee  on  Investiga¬ 
tion;  the  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  New 
Orleans,  chair  Health  Insurance 
Committee,  and  the  Rev.  Russell  L. 
Jones,  New  Orleans,  assistant  chair. 

Archives  and  History:  The  Rev. 
James  W.  Jones,  Lecompte,  chair; 
Dr.  Robert  G.  Sherer,  New  Orleans, 
vice  chair,  and  Joyce  W.  Robinson, 
St.  Gabriel,  secretary  and  finance 
officer. 

Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns;  the  Rev.  Hulen  C. 
Warren,  Many,  chair;  Diane  Kane. 
Lake  Charles,  vice  chair;  the  Rev. 
Lael  Jones,  Lake  Charles,  secretary 
and  finance  officer. 

Religion  and  Race:  the  Rev.  Mc¬ 
Kinley  Franklin,  New  Orleans, 
chair;  the  Rev.  Harry  A.  Harrington 
Jr.,  Welsh,  vice  chair;  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  M.  Fisher,  New  Orleans,  secre¬ 
tary;  Doris  B.  Bell,  New  Orleans, 
finance  officer. 

Commission  on  Equitable  Sala¬ 
ries:  the  Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  Frank- 
linton,  chair;  the  Rev.  Abraham  E. 
Davis,  New  Orleans,  vice  chair,  and 
Pat  Cobb  ,  New  Orleans,  secretary 
and  finance  officer. 

Commission  on  Status  and  Role 
of  Women:  Mary  Louise  Cas- 
singham,  New  Orleans,  chair;  Me¬ 
lanie  Scott-Welch,  Sulphur,  vice 
chair;  the  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell, 
Zachary,  secretary,  and  the  Rev. 
Linn  M.  Caraway,  Dallas,  finance 
officer. 

Conference  Committees 

Officers  of  Conference  commit¬ 
tees  were  elected. 

Courtesies:  The  Rev.  Abraham  E 
Davis,  chair;  the  Rev.  Jack  Phelps. 
Lafayette,  vice  chair,  and  the  Rev. 
Ellen  Alston,  Lacombe,  secretary. 

Special  Ministries:  The  Rev.  James 
A.  Graham,  Natchitoches,  chair;  the 
Rev.  John  L.  Vining,  West  Monroe, 
vice  chair,  Carolyn  G.  Clark,  Baton 
Rouge,  secretary,  and  the  Rev.  Alan 
Einsel,  Houma,  finance  officer. 

Credentials:  The  Rev.  Ester  Ham¬ 
mond,  Covington,  chair. 

Episcopacy:  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth, 
chair;  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  vice  chair;  Joyce  Hazel, 
Lake  Charles,  secretary,  and  the 
Rev.  Richard  Humphries,  finance 
officer. 

Review  Officers 

Joint  Review:  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Monroe,  chair;  the  Rev. 
Marie  Williams,  secretary,  and  the 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  finance  officer. 

Investigation:  Dr.  John  M.  Lee, 
Monroe,  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Carl  E. 
Rhoads  III,  Minden,  secretary. 

Journal:  The  Rev.  Freddie  Hen¬ 
derson,  chair. 

Petitions:  The  Rev.  Larry  D.  Nor¬ 
man,  Westlake,  chair,  and  Charles 
W.  Strickland,  Shreveport,  vice  chair. 

Rules:  The  Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  chair;  Inez  Chrisentery, 
Baton  Rouge,  vice  chair,  and  Lena 
French.  Jena,  secretary. 

Disability:  The  Rev.  Randall  E. 
Campbell,  Baton  Rouge,  chair. 


Registering  and  greeting  friends  begins  Conference. 
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What  are  'boomer'  dropouts  telling  us? 


Try  this  mental  survey: 

Think  of  family,  friends,  neigh¬ 
bors  and  co-workers  ages  30-45 — 
the  so-called  “baby  boomer"  gener¬ 
ation.  Ask  yourself  how  many  of 
that  group  regularly  attend  church. 
Now  count  how  many  who  once 
participated  in  church  don’t  attend 
any  more. 

If  your  answers  are  typical,  it  prob¬ 
ably  is  no  surprise  to  you  that  the  sec¬ 
ond  number  is  larger  than  the  first. 

What  you  may  not  realize  is  this: 
Your  mathematics  isn’t  wrong.  Few 
of  the  thirtysomething/fortysometh¬ 
ing  age  group  say  they  plan  to  ever 
again  attend  church. 

Those  are  among  the  sobering 
findings  of  a  recent  survey  of  main¬ 
line  Protestant  Christian  “boom¬ 
ers"  by  the  Lilly  Foundation. 

Two  other  key  findings: 

■  Many  surveyed  said  they  are 
not  turned  off  by  religion  but  are 
just  indifferent  to  churches  that  do 
not  stand  out  from  mainstream 
American  culture. 

■  Lack  of  commitment  to  orga¬ 
nized  religion  among  mainline 
Protestant  "boomers”  has  little  to 
do  with  reasons  often  cited:  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  fundamentalist  churches  or 


disillusionment  with  denomination¬ 
al  stances  on  social  issues. 

“The  church  just  doesn’t  ’do’ 
anything  for  them,”  explained  one 
researcher.  Rather,  another  observ¬ 
er  suggested,  baby  boomers  are 
seeking  to  make  sense  of  evil,  suf¬ 
fering  and  injustice  but  find  little 
help  in  mainline  churches. 

We  see  both  bad  news  and  good 
news  in  such  findings. 

It’s  clearly  bad  news  to  receive 
yet  more  evidence  of  widespread 
disenchantment  with  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  particularly  among 
former  church  members  who  are  in 
their  prime  family-rearing  years. 

Not  only  do  they  appear  to  be  lost 
to  the  church,  but,  by  extension,  so 
might  be  their  children,  who  likely 
won’t  attend  Sunday  school  or 
church  if  their  parents  don’t. 

The  good  news  in  the  recent  Lilly 
survey  is  less  obvious:  The  broad 
reasons  given  by  baby  boomers  for 
not  attending  church  point  to  the 
very  things  that  we  as  Christians  are 
equipped  to  do  best — or  at  least 
should  be. 

Those  include  offering  an  alterna¬ 
tive,  via  an  invitation  to  follow  and 
serve  Christ,  to  the  shallowness  and 


emptiness  of  the  prevailing  culture. 

If  we  in  the  church  are  uncertain 
about  the  latter  reality,  we  need  to 
wake  up.  Vast  numbers  of  people 
find  society’s  sexual  hype,  “me”- 
centeredness  and  focus  on  material 
things  to  be  a  soul-killing  path  to 
nowhere,  a  spiritual  dead-end. 

To  such  people,  the  Christian  vi¬ 
sion  of  a  “more  excellent  way” — in¬ 
cluding  God’s  forgiveness  of  sin 
and  challenge  to  love  and  serve  oth¬ 
ers — is  welcome  good  news  indeed! 
(For  a  timely  example,  see  the 
“Faithfully  yours”  column  below.) 

Viewed  against  that  background, 
the  significance  of  the  recent  Lilly 
survey  should  be  clear:  Mainline 
Protestantism’s  continuing  numeri¬ 
cal  decline  signals  a  spiritual  crisis 
of  huge  proportions  in  our  society. 

The  crisis  portends  not  only  the 
specter  of  a  lost  institution.  It  includes 
the  present  reality  of  lost  souls — in¬ 
cluding  members  of  our  own  church 
family! — who  have  looked  to  us  for 
bread  but  received  a  stone. 

Hence  the  urgent  need  for  a  more 
probing  survey:  What  might  God  be 
telling  us  through  the  indifference  to 
church  of  large  numbers  of  baby 
boomers?  How  should  we  respond? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Pastors  are  responsible  for 


In  the  June  5  article  headlined, 
“Sexual  harassment:  We  want  it 
stopped,”  Trudie  Preciphs  implies 
something  that  is  potentially  harmful. 

Ms.  Preciphs  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  “men  pastors  who  counsel 
troubled  women  can  be  victims  of 
sexual  harassment.”  That  statement 
is  in  conflict  with  itself. 

According  to  Dr.  Don  Houts, 
Pastoral  Care  and  Counseling  (The 
Illinois  Area  United  Methodist 
Church),  Champaign,  Ill.,  in  the 
code  of  sexual  ethics  for  clergy,  pas¬ 
tors  are  agents  of  healing  and  re¬ 
demption.  They  are  aware  that  sex¬ 
ual  involvement  with  someone 

Pontius'  Puddle 


whom  they  counsel  is  an  abuse  of 
trust,  power  and  the  authority  of 
the  pastoral  position. 

How  can  a  troubled  female  who 
has  come  to  a  pastor  for  help  be  ac¬ 
cused  of  sexual  harassment?  If  there 
is  sexual  involvement  in  a  counsel¬ 
ing  situation,  the  counselee  is  al¬ 
ways  the  victim.  If  she  is  troubled, 
she  is  also  obviously  hurting  emo¬ 
tionally  and  is  vulnerable.  The  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  relationship  be¬ 
longs  to  the  pastor. 

There  is  a  tremendous  imbalance  of 
power  between  a  pastor  and  a  woman 
he  is  counseling  Women  being  coun¬ 
seled  usually  undergo  transference 


(seeing  the  pastor  as  an  all-loving  par¬ 
ent  whom  they  can  trust  completely). 
Therefore,  the  pastor  must  at  all  times 
control  the  situation. 

If  he  is  unable  to  do  so,  he  is  obli¬ 
gated,  in  order  to  protect  the  coun¬ 
selee  as  well  as  himself,  to  refer  her 
to  someone  who  can. 

Donna  Cremeens 
Monticello,  Illinois 

Jesus  knew  his  real  father 

In  the  June  5  issue,  Alice  Jensen 
McFarlane’s  letter  asks:  “Why  does 
this  leave  me  believing  that  the  ‘right’ 
name  (for  God)  is  ‘Father’  and  other 
names  are  only  tolerated  by  those  try- 


SO  REtAEtAtJE^,  ^EVENCrE 
fA*Y  ftE  THE  TEfAFTlNO 
COURSE,  &OT  FOftG-WrNESS 
IS  THE  PATH  TO 
TPUE  HAYPlMESS 


THIMX  WHAT  A  WONDERFOL- 
W0RLP  IT  V/OOLD  BE  IF 
WE  FOLLOWED  EVEN  HALF- 
TUE  ADVICE  WE  &-AVE  OTHERS. 


Faithfully  yours : 


it  fills  an  empty  spot  in  my  life' 


_  * 

John  A.  Lovelace 


There  they  stood,  only  seven,  fac¬ 
ing  the  bishop  and  all  800  members 
of  the  annual  | 
conference. 

They  came  not  I 
as  candidates  for 
the  ordained  min¬ 
istry,  as  so  many 
others  do  in  simi¬ 
lar  settings  this  | 
time  of  year. 

They  came  rather  as  some  of 
United  Methodism’s  newest  mem¬ 
bers — adults  who  either  had  never 
had  any  experience  with  the  church 
or  who  had  left  it  in  childhood  or 
youth  but  years  later  returned  as 
people  in  need. 

Under  the  bishop's  friendly  per¬ 
suasion  as  an  ad  hoc  interviewer, 
each  told  his  or  her  story  of  a  life 
that,  without  the  church,  had  been 
missing  some  vital  element. 

One,  a  veteran  of  12-step  pro¬ 
grams  called  Overeaters  Anony¬ 


mous  and  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 
said  the  church  has  brought  her 
community — a  sense  of  belonging 
somewhere  and  belonging  to  some¬ 
thing.  “And  I  didn’t  even  know  I 
needed  community,”  she  admitted. 

Another,  a  single  parent,  told  how 
much  the  church  had  meant  to  him 
only  a  week  earlier  when  a  long¬ 
time  friend  whose  career  ladder  in 
business  had  paralleled  his  own 
committed  suicide.  “They  were 
really  there  for  me,”  he  confided. 

And  another,  a  bar  owner  in  a  small 
north  Texas  town,  said  she  appreciated 
seeing  people  be  helped  by  church-re¬ 
lated  social  service  programs.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  her  church  displays  posters 
promoting  literacy  classes.  Then  she 
brought  the  house  down  in  laughter 
when  she  added,  “Of  course  you  got  to 
be  able  to  read  that  poster!” 

Finally  there  was  the  burly  lay¬ 
man  from  a  United  Methodist  fel¬ 
lowship  on  its  way  to  becoming  a 


formal  organized  church.  He  hailed 
the  fellowship’s  nonjudgmental 
spirit.  “I  feel  like  a  member  of  the 
family  there,”  he  said.  “It  fills  an 
empty  spot  in  my  life.” 

Their  words  and  similar  words  of 
the  other  three  weren’t  elegant, 
their  deliveries  not  polished.  But 
when  the  conference  soon  thereafter 
took  a  half-hour  break,  hallway  con- 
versations  were  alive  with  the 
sounds  of  praise  for  the  plain- 
speakers  we  all  had  just  heard. 

These  visitors,  all  of  whom  came 
as  strangers  to  one  another  and  to 
the  conference,  spoke  as  part  of  the 
bishop’s  personal  emphasis  on 
“reaching  the  unchurched.” 

And  if  there  was  a  uniting  point 
in  their  words,  it  was  this  message 
to  the  church:  “Find  a  need  in  a 
person’s  life,  then  fill  it!” 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 
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Here  I 

Mother  Earth  is  getting  tired 


By  STEVE  COX 

She  is  a  giver.  Always  has 
been.  And  if  she  were  human, 
she’d  be  the  type  that  you  would 
want  to  claim  as  your  best  friend. 

Down  through  the  years,  she 
has  offered  all  that  any  could  ask 
of  her. 

When  farmers,  from  no  matter 
what  culture,  cut  into  her  soil 
and  planted  tiny  seeds,  she  of¬ 
fered  them  food  a  hundred  times 
over  in  return. 


When  cities  dipped  into  her 
waters,  she  offered  them  power 
enough  to  light  the  night.  When 


. . .  caring  for  Mother  Earth 


they  emptied  their  waste  into 
her,  she  purified  it  and  returned 
it  to  them  clean. 

When  miners  carved  gashes 
into  her,  making  valleys  where 
mountains  had  once  been,  she  re¬ 
turned  to  them  the  finest  golden 
jewels  and  pearls  without  price. 

When  children  played  along 
her  rocks  and  climbed  her  trees, 
she  laughed  with  joy  and  warmed 
their  souls  with  brilliant  sunshine 
and  a  gentle  breeze. 

Even  though  she  spent  millions 
of  years  shaping,  hardening,  and 
giving  substance  to  her  petro¬ 
leum  reserve,  she  offered  it  up 
quickly  for  the  convenience  of 
people  madly  chasing  unknown 
destinations. 

She  is  getting  tired.  The  years 
have  left  her  with  scars  that  can’t 
always  be  covered  with  beautiful 
lakes.  The  pollution  rises  into  her 
faster  than  she  can  purify  it,  leav¬ 
ing  her  with  a  chronic  cough.  Some 
even  say  that  a  hole  has  been  tom 
in  her  flesh,  so  now  she  lies  ex¬ 
posed  to  heat  that  bums  her  soul. 

Yet,  on  a  warm  spring  day  she 
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still  manages  to  push  a  flower  into 
the  open.  She  sends  her  waters 
roaring  out  of  the  mountains  to 
satisfy  the  thirst  of  as  many  as  she 
can.  Even  with  a  receding  soil 
line,  she  offers  up  enough  food  to 
feed  the  world — if  the  world 
would  only  distribute  it  evenly. 

She  is  a  daily  miracle,  a  meta¬ 
phor  of  God.  We  retreat  into  her 
at  death  and  cling  to  her  for  life. 
She  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  day 
of  our  thoughts.  Our  Mother, 
Earth:  May  we  leant  to  give  to  her 
as  generously  as  she  gives  to  us. 


counseling  actions,  ethics 


ing  to  be  politically  correct?” 

I  remind  Ms.  McFarlane  that  Je¬ 
sus  knew  who  his  mother  was,  and 
her  name  was  Mary.  He  also  knew 
who  his  Father  was,  for  that  is  what 
he  called  “the  deity.”  I  think  that  it 
might  be  slightly  presumptuous  and 
just  a  little  bit  short  sighted  to  infer 
that  Jesus  didn’t  know  what  he  was 
talking  about. 

I  have  to  question  the  faith  of  any¬ 
one  who  prefers  political  correctness 
to  “biblical  correctness,”  and  that 
goes  for  any  of  our  leaders,  bishops, 
etc.,  who  feel  it  necessary  to  ascribe 
the  title  “Mother”  to  Almighty  God. 

R.  B.  Robertson 
Hitchcock,  Texas 

We  need  better  fathers 

It  may  well  be  that  objections  to 
the  use  of  masculine  terms  for  the 
deity  are  not  bom  of  the  great  injus¬ 
tices  inflicted  on  women  by  men 
across  the  ages  down  to  the  present 
when  women  make  far  less  than  a 
man  in  the  same  vocation  while  of¬ 
ten  doing  a  much  better  job. 

Rather,  it  grows  from  the  increas¬ 
ing  irresponsibility  of  young  fathers 
and  husbands  today  who  abandon 
families  by  the  millions,  rape  their 
daughters  and  neighbors  and  physi¬ 
cally  abuse  and  murder  their  wives. 
No  such  victim  would  wish  to  call 
God  Father.  A  study  by  William 
Justice  demonstrated  conclusively 
that  the  nature  of  one’s  earthly  fa¬ 
ther  had  great  impact  on  one’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  God. 

Jesus  may  have  called  God  Father, 
Abba,  Daddy,  the  most  intimate  Jew¬ 
ish  term  of  his  time,  because  fathers 
were  more  godly  in  his  day. 

Perhaps  we  must  give  up  the  male 
terms  for  deity  until  the  church  can 
rise  again  to  its  calling  and  win 
young  male  disciples  to  Christ  to 
nurture  them  into  his  likeness. 
Robert  L.  Irwin 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

Editorial  affirmed 

I  am  a  counselor  at  Wehinahpay 
Mountain  Camp,  the  Conquistador 
Council,  BSA,  camp  in  the  Sacramen¬ 
to  Mountains  of  New  Mexico.  Four 
nights  each  week  I  show  Scouts  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  sky  of  that  9,000 
foot  altitude  mountain  using  a  tele¬ 
scope  and  a  talk  on  the  constellations. 


“  . . .  Regardless  of  styles  of  wor¬ 
ship,  Christ  must  be  the  center. 
Guitars  and  tambourines  in  church 
are  only  entertainment  if  Christ  is 
not  at  the  center.  Gold  vestments, 
candles  and  incense  are  empty  show 
if  Christ  is  not  at  the  center  . . .  Per¬ 
haps  if  we  offered  them  Christ  with 
the  bread  and  wine  we  would  make 
more  ‘real’  Christians.” 

— The  Rev.  Ronald  R.  Stelzleni, 
Greenwood,  Wise.,  writing  in  “The 
Font,”  newsletter  of  the  United 
Methodist  Order  of  St.  Luke. 


“The  cry  of  the  Third  World  is 
not  a  passive  cry  of  resignation  to 
the  realities  of  death.  It  is  a  strident 
witness  to  the  persistence  of  life.” 


Then  1  tell  them  of  creation — the 
big  bang,  stellar  evolution,  element 
formation  by  nuclear  fusion  and 
then  the  violent  birth  of  the  ele¬ 
ments  heavier  than  iron  in  a  super 
nova  explosion.  I  tell  them  that  as  a 
teacher,  I  couldn’t  quote  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis,  but  as  a  scouter 
I  was  free  to  do  so,  and  that  it  de¬ 
scribed  exactly  what  I  had  just  told 
them  of  the  way  God  made  us. 

Of  course  you  must  realize  that 
God  is  not  necessary  to  the  quan¬ 
tum  theory.  Those  few  scientist  who 
do  not  believe  in  God  say  that  the 
big  bang  was  “the  result  of  a  quan¬ 
tum  excursion  in  the  vacuum.” 
“God”  says  it  better. 

From  1953  to  1969  I  was  a  physi¬ 
cist  at  Los  Alamos  Scientific  Labora¬ 
tory.  I  believe  Los  Alamos’  statistics 
will  show  that  city  has  as  many  or 
more  churches  per  person  as  any 
place  in  the  U.S.  The  governing 
boards  of  those  churches  are  made 
up  preponderantly  of  scientists.  In 
other  words  “among  those  who  know 
science  best,  it’s  religion  10  to  one.” 

Robert  J.  Reithel 
Clovis,  New  Mexico 

Have  compassion  for  gays 

The  action  of  United  Methodist 
delegates  at  Louisville  last  month 
shows  ignorance  and  prejudice 
against  gays  as  was  shown  in  the 
past  against  other  minorities. 

About  6-8  percent  of  our  popula¬ 
tion  (18  million)  is  gay.  Some  are 
doctors,  teachers,  business  persons, 
and  yes,  we  know  a  number  of  gay 
ministers. 

Many  of  them  were  abused  when 
growing  up,  and  riddled  with  guilt. 
Many  fled  to  cities  to  get  lost  in 
crowds.  Most  do  not  parade,  work¬ 
ing  and  living  quietly  as  good  neigh¬ 
bors.  Gay  is  a  misnomer,  because 
they  are  sad  and  lonely,  and  afraid. 
They  can  never  know  the  joy  of  hav¬ 
ing  their  own  children.  Often  they 
live  together  for  companionship. 

You  can  help  anyone  who  comes 
to  church  feel  welcome  and  love  if 
they  come  to  seek  God. 

R.  Lovin 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Are  we  the  first  UMC? 

The  Holiday  Park  United  Meth- 


— From  “A  cry  for  life:  1  ne  spiritu¬ 
ality  of  the  Third  World”  issued  by 
the  Third  General  Assembly  of  the 
Ecumenical  Association  of  Third 

World  Theologians. 

*  *  * 

“. . .  We  are  often  unwilling  to 
face  [racism]  responsibly  because  it 
can  be  messy  and  painful.  . . .  We 
.must  learn  each  other’s  languages, 
share  each  other’s  space,  participate 
in  each  other’s  lives  even  as  God 
participated  in  the  pain  of  all  hu¬ 
man  life  through  Christ  the  incar¬ 
nate  son  of  God.  Only  then  will  we 
be  working  together  to  let . . .  God’s 
Kingdom  of  peace  and  justice 
reign.” 

— The  Rev.  John  Farley,  Los  Ange¬ 
les,  Calif. 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


odist  Church  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  is 
celebrating  its  25th  Anniversary  on 
October  1. 

What  makes  our  situation  unusu¬ 
al  is  that  we  incorporated  and  took 
our  name  as  the  result  of  a  merger 
of  the  Methodist-Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  denominational  merger 
in  1968.  We  know  that  we  are  the 
first  “United  Methodist”  Church  in 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

As  we  are  updating  our  congrega¬ 
tional  history,  however,  we  think 
we  might  be  the  first  “United  Meth¬ 
odist"  Church  in  America.  Any 
challengers  to  the  title  of  “THE 
First  United  Methodist  Church?” 

Stake  your  claim  through  the  Re¬ 
porter  or  write  to  Holiday  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  81  San- 
dune  Drive,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15239. 

Bob  Ellson 

Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 


Any  Denman  stories? 

I  am  gathering  materials  to  be 
used  in  a  book  about  the  late  Dr. 
Harry  Denman  (1893 — 1976), 
Methodist  lay  evangelist  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  of  the  old  Methodist 
Board  of  Evangelism. 

If  you  have  recollections,  anec¬ 
dotes  or  humorous  stories  about  Dr. 
Denman,  please  send  them  to  Lou  I 
Dozier,  3800  Princeton  Ave.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37205,  on  or  before  Au¬ 
gust  1. 1  am  interested  in  learning  of 
home  movies  or  recordings  from 
which  copies  can  be  made. 

These  projects  are  being  sought  in 
connection  with  the  observance  of 
Dr.  Denman’s  centennial  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1993.  Your  help  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

Lou  Dozier 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord’s 
song  in  a  foreign  land?” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  5:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  22 

Monday:  Psalms  42 
Tuesday:  Psalms  43 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  19:9-14 
Thursday:  Luke  9:10-17 
Friday:  Luke  9: 1 8-24 
Saturday:  Galatians  3: 1 9-22 
Sunday:  Galatians  3:23-29 
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UNITED  AGAINST  GAMBLING:  In 

unprecedented  unity,  leaders  of  the  three  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  annual  conferences  in  Illinois  are 
fighting  legalization  of  casino  gambling  in  Chi¬ 
cago  and  proliferation  of  any  gambling  in  the 
state.  Bishops  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  (Chicago 
Area)  and  Woodie  W.  White  (Springfield  Area) 
and  other  officials  of  the  Northern,  Central  and 
Southern  Illinois  conferences  held  a  news  con¬ 
ference  in  the  state  capital  June  12.  They  seek  to 
block  the  current  “lame  duck”  legislature  from 
voting  on  gambling  before  it  adjourns  June  30 
and  to  place  the  issue  on  a  county-by-county 
referendum  in  November  elections. 


ARRESTED:  A  United  Methodist  from 
Corning,  N.Y.,  was  among  41  U.S.  citizens  ar¬ 
rested  June  7  during  a  peace  march  in  Israel. 
She  was  released  two  days  later.  Diane  Rowe 
was  officially  representing  the  North  Central 
New  York  United  Methodist  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  Walk  for  a  Peaceful  Future  in  the 
Middle  East,  according  to  the  Rev.  Game  F. 
Stevens,  council  director-elect  for  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Ms.  Rowe  has  been  an  advocate  for  Pales¬ 
tinian  rights,  according  to  the  Rev.  George 
McClain,  executive  director  of  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action. 


RIGHTS  LEADER  RETIRING:  The 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  a  civil  rights  leader  who 
was  an  associate  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  is  retiring  from  the  United  Methodist  min¬ 
istry  after  45  years  in  the  clergy.  Mr.  Lowery, 
70,  has  been  pastor  since  1986  of  Cascade  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta.  In  1957,  Low¬ 
ery  joined  with  King  and  other  black  ministers 
to  form  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference.  After  his  retirement  from  the  pastorate, 
Mr.  Lowery  will  continue  as  president  of  the 
conference,  a  post  he  has  held  since  1977. 

SEEK  INDEPENDENCE:  Two  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  leading  evangelical  publishing  houses — 
Word,  Inc.  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  Zondervan  in 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — are  seeking  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  mega-corporations  that  own 
them.  Both  Word  and  Zondervan  have  been 
commercial  successes  as  subsidiaries  of  interna¬ 
tional  corporations,  but  some  critics  say  this  has 
been  at  the  expense  of  their  original  goals. 
Word’s  search  for  a  new  owner  is  being  forced 
by  its  parent  company,  Capital  Cities/ ABC.  Of¬ 
ficials  at  Zondervan,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
chosen  to  seek  a  management  buyout  from  the 
ownbr,  HarperCollins  Publishers. 

STUDY  CREDITED:  A  United  Church  of 
Christ  study  on  environmental  problems  was  an 
inspiration  for  the  proposed  Environmental 
Justice  Act,  according  to  Sen.  Albert  Gore  (D- 
Tenn.),  a  co-sponsor  of  the  bill.  During  a  news 
conference  announcing  the  bill,  Sen.  Gore 
called  the  1987  study  a  “landmark.”  He  credit¬ 
ed  it  with  showing  that  “the  single  most  accurate 
predictor  of  whether  a  community  is  likely  to 
have  an  environmental  problem  ...  is  whether  or 
not  it  is  a  minority  community,  and  whether  or 
not  it  is  a  poor,  disadvantaged  community.” 

'STAY  AWAY':  A  leading  black  pastor 
from  Harlem  has  called  on  black  Americans  to 
boycott  their  places  of  employment  and  to  stay 
away  from  stores  on  June  19,  saying  he  wants  to 
teach  Americans  to  respect  black  unity  and 
power.  The  call  for  the  boycott,  labeled  a  “Day 
of  Absence,”  came  from  the  Rev.  Calvin  Butts, 
pastor  of  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church.  He  said 
that  his  aim  is  to  express  outrage  over  the  beat¬ 
ing  of  Rodney  King  in  Los  Angeles  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  acquittals  of  police  officers,  and  over 
the  “economic  exploitation”  that  undergirds 
life  in  urban  ghettos. 

NO  CHARGES:  Officials  at  a  science  mu¬ 
seum  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  have  decided  not  to 
press  charges  against  a  Native  American  activist 
who  threw  blood  on  a  Christopher  Columbus 
exhibit.  The  activist,  Vernon  Bellecourt,  said  the 
exhibit  was  racist,  glorified  Columbus  and  belit¬ 
tled  Native  American  religion.  The  incident 
took  place  at  a  private  preview  party  a  day  be¬ 
fore  the  exhibit  opened  on  May  30. 

OFFER  WITHDRAWN:  Television 

evangelist  Pat  Robertson  last  week  withdrew  his 
$6  million  offer  to  buy  the  bankrupt  United 
Press  International.  But  he  said  at  a  news  con¬ 
ference  that  he  would  continue  to  negotiate  the 
purchase  of  certain  UPI  assets,  including  the 
right  to  use  the  name  of  the  news  agency. 


Seminarians  test  reality  in  Appalachia 


By  TOM  BURGER 

WELCH,  W.Va— It’s  not  un¬ 
common  for  Franki  Patton  of 
Caretta,  W.Va.,  to  turn  on  the 
water  faucet  in  her  home  and 
have  bits  of  coal,  worms  or, 
worse  yet,  human  waste  empty 
into  her  sink. 

What  is  unusual  is  for  her  to 
tell  her  story  in  front  of  a  group 
of  seminary  professors,  thereby 
inspiring  a  theological  discussion 


of  water  quality  and  how  semi¬ 
naries  can  better  prepare  stu¬ 
dents  for  ministry  in  such 
circumstances. 

United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  sent  29  peo¬ 
ple  into  southern  West  Virginia 
recently  to  witness  how  ministry 
is  conducted  in  communities  rav¬ 
aged  by  long-term  economic  de¬ 
pression. 

What  they  found  were  pastors 


and  laypersons  committed  to 
bringing  the  Gospel  mandate  for 
more  abundant  living  to  their 
communities. 

Wesley  President  Douglass 
Lewis  said,  “We  will  take  back 
(to  the  seminary)  that  sense  of 
call  and  ministry  that  we  have 
seen  here.” 

Toured  a  coal  mine 

The  seminary  contingent — 23 
faculty  members,  two  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  two  students,  the  president 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  a  for¬ 
mer  board  president — flew  into 
Charleston,  W.Va.,  and  wound 
their  way  by  bus  into  the  coal¬ 
fields  of  McDowell  County. 

Along  the  way  they  toured  an  ex¬ 
hibition  coal  mine  and  got  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  hill  country 
dialect. 

Using  an  itinerary  arranged  by 
the  Appalachian  Ministries  Edu¬ 
cational  Resource  Center  of  Be¬ 
rea,  Ky.,  and  financed  by  grants 
from  the  Pew  Charitable  Trust 
and  the  Lilly  Endowment  Inc, 
the  seminary  delegation  spent 
hours  talking  with  pastors,  lay 
people  and  community  leaders 

Their  schedule  included  a  visit 
to  a  noisy  surface  mine  to  talk 
with  a  jeans-clad  coal  operator, 
then  off  to  a  state-run  hospital  to 
hear  about  the  area’s  health  care 
problems,  only  one  of  which  is 
the  quality  of  water. 

The  latter  problem  became  all 
too  real  to  many  in  the  group. 


The  first  full  day  after  their  arriv¬ 
al,  a  number  experienced  abdom¬ 
inal  discomfort  that  some 
attributed  to  drinking  the  water. 
They  were  told  that  14  water  sys¬ 
tems  in  the  county  had  been  de¬ 
clared  inadequate. 

Fights  20-year  battle 

Mrs.  Patton  briefed  the  group 
on  her  20-year  battle  to  bring 
pure  water  to  Coalwood  and  Car¬ 
etta.  It’s  not  unusual,  she  said,  to 
have  five  systems  completely  out 
because  of  pump  breakdowns. 

Mrs.  Patton  said  some  systems 
have  water  pipes  laid  beside  sew¬ 
er  lines.  When  the  two  corrode 
and  burst,  sewage  seeps  into  the 
water. 

“We’ve  had  a  ‘boil  water’  or¬ 
der  on  in  Caretta  for  two  and  a 
half  years,”  she  said. 

The  problem,  she  said,  has 
been  that  the  coal  economy  still 
mines  as  much  coal  as  ever  but 
with  fewer  and  fewer  workers. 

McDowell  County,  which  once 
prospered  with  more  than  1 00,000 
people,  now  has  a  population  of 
35.000 — not  enough,  it  is  claimed, 
to  finance  clean  water. 

However,  construction  on  a 
new  water  system  is  expected  to 
begin  this  summer. 

Mrs.  Patton  said  her  faith  sus¬ 
tains  her  community  involvement. 

“When  there  are  problems,” 
she  said,  “God  always  gives  us  a 
solution.  People  have  to  work  for 


those  solutions,  and  that’s  our 
God-given  talents  in  bringing 
about  those  solutions." 

Seminarians  impressed 

That  kind  of  commitment  im¬ 
pressed  the  visiting  seminarians. 

New  Testament  Professor  Jim 
Shopshire  was  insistent  that  the 
basic  needs  of  people  must  be  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  church  if  the 
church  is  to  be  relevant.  He  said 
the  illness  some  in  the  group  suf¬ 
fered  illustrates  the  importance 
of  relating  theology  to  a  basic 
source  of  life — water. 

“To  the  extent  that  our  theol¬ 
ogy  and  our  ministry  cannot  re¬ 
spond  at  that  very  basic  level,  it 
misses  the  point,”  he  said.  “I 
think  it  almost  becomes  invalid, 
a  sacrilege.” 

The  Rev.  Jeff  Allen,  pastor  of  the 
Keyston-Northfork  Charge,  said  he 
wished  seminaries  would  offer  a 
course  in  organizing  communities 
for  economic  development. 

Those  from  Wesley  promised  to 
seek  new  forms  of  seminary  train¬ 
ing  as  a  result  of  their  personal  en¬ 
counter  with  the  people  of  the  coal 
country. 

Wesley  President  Lewis  told 
them,  as  he  said  goodbye,  “We 
came  to  listen  and  we  have.  Thank 
you  for  being  our  teachers.” 

Mr.  Burger  is  director  of  com¬ 
munications  for  the  West  Virgin¬ 
ia  United  Methodist  Annual 
Conference. 


PHOTO  BY  TOM  BURGER 


WELCH,  W.Va. — Wesley  Seminary  faculty  member  the  Rev.  Bob¬ 
by  McClain  (right)  listens  to  an  explanation  by  coal  mine  superin¬ 
tendent  Dencil  Arnett  during  a  visit  by  seminarians  to  impover¬ 
ished  regions  of  West  Virginia  (see  accompanying  story). 


Church  helps  students  dare  to  have  a  dream 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

At  least  50  students  at  an  in¬ 
ner-city  elementary  school  in 
Dallas  are  planning  on  getting 
college  educations,  thanks  to  a 
United  Methodist  church. 

St.  Luke  “Community”  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  has 
become  the  146th  church — and 
the  first  black  church — to  be  a 
sponsor  of  the  national  “I  Have  a 
Dream”  project. 

It  may  also  be  the  first  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  nation  to  make  a 
special  10-year  commitment — fi¬ 
nancially  and  spiritually — to 
lower  the  dropout  rate  in  inner- 
city  schools. 

St.  Luke  will  provide: 

■  A  grant  of  $  1 00,000  to  the  “I 
Have  a  Dream  Foundation  in 
Dallas”  over  the  next  10  years  to 
pay  part  of  the  salary  of  a  project 
coordinator  for  the  foundation. 

■  At  least  50  mentors  for  the 
children  from  St.  Luke  will  work 
with  these  students  until  the  year 
2000,  when  they  are  expected  to 
complete  high  school. 

New  Yorker  started  it 

The  “I  Have  a  Dream”  project 
is  a  New  York-based  school  men¬ 
toring  program  founded  in  1981 
by  philanthropist  Eugene  Lang. 
Now  the  program  has  sponsors  in 
some  40  cities  across  the  country. 
The  program  takes  its  name  from 
the  oft-quoted  “I  Have  a  Dream” 
address  by  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

The  program’s  national  goal  is 
to  unite  adult  mentors  with  chil¬ 
dren  from  low-income  families. 
Mentors  work  at  least  one  hour  a 
week  with  the  children  and  also 
seek  college  scholarship  money 
for  the  student  when  the  “dream¬ 
er”  graduates  from  high  school. 

The  energy  to  launch  this  spe¬ 
cial  ministry  project  came  from 
the  St.  Luke  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.  He  asked  lay¬ 
man  Claude  Watson,  an  adminis- 
trator  of  a  private,  juvenile 
offender  program,  to  select  a 


school  that  the  church  could 
adopt. 

“My  charge  from  Pastor 
Holmes  was  to  find  the  school 
where  the  need  was  greatest,” 
said  Mr.  Watson.  “And  I  selected 
the  one  that  was  the  most  embat¬ 
tled  and  in  need  and  having  the 
most  difficult  time.” 

Mr.  Watson  selected  Colonial 
Learning  Center,  one  of  13  spe¬ 
cial  schools  for  low-income  com¬ 
munities  in  Dallas. 

The  school  has  some  458  black 
students  in  pre-kindergarten 
though  the  sixth  grade. 

Last  January,  St.  Luke  “adopt¬ 
ed”  the  fourth  grade  class  of 
about  50  youngsters. 

Mentors  welcomed 

Laverne  Howard,  dean  of  in¬ 
struction  at  Colonial  Learning 
Center,  said  the  parents  and 
teachers  welcome  the  St  Luke 
mentors.  That’s  because  many  of 
her  students  don’t  receive  oppor¬ 
tunities  given  to  other  school 
children,  she  explained. 

“Some  of  our  children  may  be 
raised  by  single  parents  or  grand¬ 
mothers,"  said  Ms.  Howard,  a 
member  of  Highland  Hills  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 
“Others  may  not  receive  the  at¬ 
tention  they  deserve  because  they 
have  a  family  member  who  is  a 
drug  addict.” 

Ms.  Howard  said  a  dramatic 
behavioral  change  occurred  when 
her  fourth-grade  students  were 
teamed  up  with  black  Christian 
adults  as  their  mentors.  Mentors 
include  government  employees, 
business  people,  an  attorney,  a 
physician  and  one  professional 
football  player. 

“This  St.  Luke  ministry  is  one 
of  the  crowning  events  in  this 
school,"  said  Stanton  B  Law¬ 
rence,  Colonial  Park  principal. 

“I  shared  with  the  church  and 
with  the  school  leaders  that  there 
is  a  very  strong  need  for  spiritual¬ 
ity,  spiritual  nourishment,  in 
schools  . . .  The  church  has  always 
been  a  part  of  my  life,  and  that  ex- 


ST.  UJKE  PHOTO  BY  WALLACE  FAGGETT 

DALLAS — Members  of  Colonial  Learning  Center's  “African-American  Dance  Troupe"  perform 
during  St.  Luke  "Community"  United  Methodist  Church's  Easter  services  at  Lincoln  High  School. 
The  St.  Luke  congregation  encourages  these  and  other  children  to  achieve  educational  excel¬ 
lence  through  sponsorship  of  the  "I  Have  a  Dream"  program. 


posure  to  church  people  is  lacking 
in  a  lot  of  the  children  here.” 

Savings  accounts  started 

To  help  each  child’s  family  be¬ 
come  committed  to  the  child's 
education,  individual  savings  ac¬ 
counts  were  established  at  a  local 
bank  for  each  fourth-grade  child. 

The  students  and  their  parents 
have  been  asked  to  deposit  small 


amounts  regularly  to  the  account, 
with  the  goal  of  accumulating 
$1,000  by  the  time  the  student 
graduates  from  high  school. 

“St.  Luke  has  made  a  profound 
statement  regarding  the  church's 
work  within  the  community,” 
added  Derryle  G.  Peace,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  local  “I  Have 
a  Dream”  foundation  and  a 
member  of  St.  Luke  Church. 


“And  we  hope  other  churches 
will  take  this  step.” 

Mr.  Watson  adds,  “This  minis¬ 
try  js  just  what  St.  Luke  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  do,  as  Christians,  as 
citizens,  and  as  caring  people." 

“People  have  given  us  compli¬ 
ments  because  of  what  we  are  do¬ 
ing.  But  we  must  reclaim  the 
community,  and  the  way  to  do  it 
is  to  reclaim  it  from  the  inside.” 


Religious  leaders  plan  social  justice  'kairos'  document 


Save  up  to  $4,000  For 
Each  Burial  Service 


Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Recent  urban  ri¬ 
ots  have  once  again  raised  the  spec¬ 
ter  of  racism  in  the  United  States. 

But  how  severe  is  the  problem? 
Can  racism  here  be  compared  to  anti- 
Semitism  in  Nazi  Germany,  to  dis¬ 
crimination  against  blacks  in  South 
Africa,  to  political  oppression  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  or  the  Philippines? 

At  least  some  influential  Chris¬ 
tian  leaders,  including  the  top  staff 
officer  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Rev.  Joan  Campbell, 
believe  such  comparisons  are  not 
far  off  the  mark. 

To  make  the  point,  Dr.  Campbell 
and  others  have  formed  a  loose-knit 
group,  called  “1992  Kairos/USA,” 


and  are  planning  to  develop  a  major 
document  condemning  past  and 
present  racism,  and  other  forms  of 
social  injustice  in  the  United  States. 

They  are  calling  it  a  “kairos”  doc¬ 
ument,  thereby  comparing  it  to  four 
other  documents  in  this  century 
that  have  been  so  described. 
“Kairos”  is  a  Greek  term,  used  in 
the  New  Testament,  meaning  “mo¬ 
ment  of  truth.” 

The  other  documents  have  been 
produced  under  some  of  the  world’s 
most  oppressive  regimes. 

Promoters  of  1992  Kairos/USA 
believe  that  the  500th  anniversary 
of  Columbus’  arrival  in  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  is  a  good  time  to  focus  on  injus¬ 
tices  in  the  United  States,  including 
what  they  regard  as  complicity  of 


the  churches. 

Joan  Elbert,  coordinator  of  the 
program  and  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
servative  Lutheran  Church-Missou- 
ri  Synod,  said  recently  that  the 
effort  is  intended  to  recall  both  “the 
genocide  and  slavery”  that  are  part 
of  the  nation's  history  and  “the  fact 
that  there  still  is  racism”  in  the 
United  States. 

Organizers,  who  got  their  start 
with  a  $20,000  grant  from  the  Ge¬ 
neva-based  World  Council  of 
Churches,  hope  to  produce  a  draft 
document  by  Oct.  12,  based  on  in¬ 
put  from  grassroots  faith  groups 
across  the  country. 

The  first  “kairos”  document  of 
the  century,  the  "Barmen  Declara¬ 
tion,”  was  written  in  1934  by  sup¬ 


porters  of  the  Confessing  Church  in 
Germany,  who  challenged  the  Nazi 
regime  and  the  complacency  of  the 
established  church. 

Others  have  appeared  in  the  1 980s, 
written  by  Christians  in  South  Africa, 
in  Central  America  and  in  seven 
Third  World  countries. 

Included  on  the  23-member  steer¬ 
ing  committee  of  1 992/Kairos  USA, 
along  with  Dr.  Campbell,  are  the 
Rev.  Mac  Charles  Jones  of  the  So¬ 
cial  Justice  Commission  of  the  Na- 
tional  Baptist  Convention  of 
America,  one  of  the  country’s  larg¬ 
est  historic  black  denominations; 
the  Rev.  George  Tinker,  a  Native 
American  who  teaches  at  the  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver;  Jim 
Wallis,  who  heads  the  evangelical 


Sojourners  Christian  community  in 
Washington,  and  the  Rev.  Yvonne 
Delk,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister  who  heads  the  Community 
Renewal  Society  in  Chicago. 


Auction 

Church  and  Contents 
Sunday,  July  12,  2:00  P.M. 

114  N.  Marietta 
Excelsior  Springs,  MO  64024 

Real  estate,  oak  pews,  oak  altars,  stained  glass, 
kitchen  equipment  and  much  more.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  call  auctioneer: 

Gary  Ryther,  Auctioneer,  Inc. 
Excelsior  Springs,  MO  64024 
(816)  637-4044/  637-2703. 


Learn  the  options  in  “Burial  Money 
or  Money  Burial”  by  Ed  Hall. 
Valuable  information  concerning 
expenses  and  procedures 

•  average  funeral  cost  in  USA 
is  more  than  $5,000 

•  most  adults  will  assist  with 
5  services. 

Sample  forms  include:  Will.  Living 
WiU,  Death  Certificate.  Order  now. 
TOMORROW  MAY  BE  TOO  LATE! 

Please  send  check,  cash,  Visa/ 
Mastercard  in  the  amount  of 
$19  95  +  $4.95  handling  charge  to: 

Hall  Publications 
P.O.  Box  53971 
Lubbock,  Texas  79453 
Please  print  name  and  address  or  call; 

■  1-800-657-8828.  m 
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Faith 

= connections 

MERGER  FAILS:  A  proposed  merger  of  the 
Central  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois  annual 
conferences  failed  June  10  when  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  vote  tied  556  to  556.  Conference  tellers 
added  the  ballots  three  times  to  verify  the  tie. 
Southern  Illinois  voted  364-203  in  favor  of  the 
merger  May  28,  but  its  tally  was  sealed  until 
Central  Illinois  voted.  A  Central  Illinois  spokes¬ 
woman  said  the  conference  has  no  provision  for 
breaking  tied  votes.  As  a  result,  the  three-year- 
old  merger  proposal  fails  for  lack  of  majority 
approval  in  both  conferences. 

RECONCILING  WORSHIP:  Organ¬ 
izers  are  expecting  thousands  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  participate  June  20-28  in  “reconciling” 
worship  in  80  cities  across  the  U.S.  The  Reconcil¬ 
ing  Congregation  Program  coordinated  the  wor¬ 
ship  services  “to  confess  the  church’s  homophobia 
and  to  voice  support  for  lesbians  and  gay  men." 
Officials  of  the  program  said  this  is  in  response  to 
1992  General  Conference  action  upholding  the 
church’s  stance  against  homosexual  practice.  Ma¬ 
jor  cities  where  services  are  scheduled  include  Se¬ 
attle,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Phoenix, 
Denver,  Minneapolis,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Indianapolis,  St.  Louis,  Dallas,  Houston,  New 
Orleans,  Miami.  Atlanta,  Washington,  Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston. 

UMCOM  REORGANIZES:  United 

Methodist  Communications  is  reorganizing  into 

four  departments  along 

functional  lines,  according  ■  '  "‘'S; 

to  recent  releases  from  chief  Hr 
executive  Roger  L.  Burgess.  H 
A  new  department  to  pro- 
mote  Special  Sundaes  ob-  V~1  , 

servances  will  be  located  in  ■— 

New  York  because  most 
United  Methodist  agencies 
related  to  Special  Sundays  Donald  Collier 
programs  are  in  New  York  or  Washington.  The 
Rev.  Donald  Collier,  formerly  head  of  Program 
and  Benevolence  Interpretation,  will  head  the  new 
department  and  supervise  UMCom’s  New  York 
office.  Dr.  Burgess  said  a  search  committee  is  be¬ 
ing  organized  to  choose  candidates  for  the  position 
being  vacated  by  Mr.  Collier.  Other  departments, 
which  will  remain  at  UMCom’s  Nashville  head¬ 
quarters,  will  be  Apportioned  Funds  Interpreta¬ 
tion,  Program  Journals  and  InfoServ. 

WILDMON  RECOVERING:  The  Rev. 

Donald  E.  Wildmon  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  founder 
and  president  of  the  American  Family  Associa¬ 
tion,  was  reported  in  stable  condition  after  suf¬ 
fering  a  heart  attack  June  9.  He  is  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference. 

'POST'  REPRINTS:  Reprint  orders  for  the 

“Saturday  Evening  Post”  article  on  The  United 
Methodist  Church  have  topped  850,000,  ac¬ 
cording  to  United  Methodist  Communications. 
The  church’s  communications  agency  also  re¬ 
ported  that  a  United  Methodist  layman,  Larry 
Hudkins  of  Malcolm,  Neb.,  effectively  used  his 
copy  of  the  reprint  to  stop  a  proposal  to  tax 
church-related  child  care  centers.  The  reprint’s  in¬ 
clusion  of  day  care  as  part  of  United  Methodist 
mission  was  accepted  by  the  county  tax  assessor  as 
verification  that  child  care  is  a  form  of  ministry. 

HEADED  TO  EUROPE:  “Catch  the 

Spirit”  producer  the  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCamera 
will  spend  the  next  year  in 

Europe  on  special  assign-  : 
ment.  Ms.  LaCamera.  who 

will  be  based  in  London  /  ife 

starting  July  1.  will  work 
part-time  with  UMCom 
and  part-time  with  Europe-  mM  . 
an  producers  to  develop  re- 
ligious  television  resources 
with  U.S.  distribution  po-  Kathleen  LaCamera 
tential.  In  her  absence,  Bill  Dale  will  be  produc¬ 
er  of  the  weekly  cable  television  program. 

CHICAGO  OFFICE  TO  MOVE: 

After  more  than  a  half-century  in  a  downtown 
religious  landmark,  Chicago  Area  United  Meth¬ 
odists  will  move  their  headquarters  to  a  site 
near  O’Hare  Airport.  Delegates  to  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  approved  the  reloca¬ 
tion  by  a  two-thirds  margin  after  spirited  de¬ 
bate.  Since  1938,  conference  offices  have  been 
located  in  the  Chicago  Temple,  a  steepled  1924 
church-and-office  building  owned  by  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  across  the  street  from 
Chicago’s  City  Hall.  The  conference  will  move 
Aug.  31  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
headquarters  on  Chicago’s  far  northwest  side. 


YOUTH  WORKERS'  FORUM:  The 

Forum  of  Adults  in  Youth  Ministry  is  the  name 
of  a  new  United  Methodist  organization  for 
adults  involved  in  youth  ministry  at  all  levels  of 
the  church.  The  forum  was  formally  established 
earlier  this  year  during  a  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship-sponsored  national  meeting  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  youth  coordinators.  Chairperson 
is  the  Rev.  Ted  Anderson  of  Chautauqua,  N.Y., 
a  youth  coordinator  for  both  the  Western  New 
York  Annual  Conference  and  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction.  Other  officers  are:  Mike  Ratliff  of 
Roswell,  Ga.,  treasurer;  Patty  Reed  of  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  secretary;  the  Rev.  Bill  Pyatt  of  Car- 
terville.  III.,  representative  to  the  Division  of 
Diaconal  Ministry,  and  Lynn  Hamilton  of  Las 
Vegas,  communications  officer. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Driven  by  faith 

Hobbyists  in  Alaska  race  cars 
for  Christian  fellowship,  mission 
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UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska — Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Racing  Association  pull  off  the  fast 
lane  for  a  group  portrait  with  their  racing  car  donated  by  British  Petroleum.  From  left  are  the 
Rev.  Kevin  Seckel,  association  president;  Bill  Demming,  Dave  MacDonald,  Grant  Carey  and 
Terry  Daniels.  The  group  competes  in  two  kinds  of  racing;  autocross,  a  timed  obstacle  course 
open  to  any  licensed  driver,  and  ice  racing,  an  Alaskan  specialty  on  an  iced  track. 


By  HEATHER  PECK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

While  Alaskans  are  not  typically 
known  for  living  life  in  the  fast 
lane,  two  pastors  and  three  laymen 
from  the  Anchorage  area  have 
meshed  their  fantasies  and  their 
faith  by  creating  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Racing  Association  (UMRA). 

Led  by  the  Rev.  Kevin  Seckel,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  this 
unusual  nonprofit  association  has 
competed  statewide  in  professional 
and  recreational  auto  races  since  its 
organization  in  1989. 

Members  compete  regularly  in 
autocross — a  timed  obstacle 
open  to  anyone  with  a  driver’s  li¬ 
cense — and  in  ice  racing — an 
Alaskan  specialty  race  on  an  iced 
track. 

“We  have  provided  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  real  fellowship,  sharing 
Christian  values  and  life  styles  as 
well  as  affirming  our  joys  and 
love  of  automobiles,”  said  Mr. 
Seckel. 

He  serves  as  UMRA  president 
and  is  full-time  spiritual  life  di¬ 
rector  of  Alaska  Children’s  Ser¬ 
vices  in  Anchorage. 

Adopted  as  an  official  ministry 
by  the  East  Anchorage  United 
Methodist  Church,  UMRA  was 


recognized  by  British  Petroleum 
for  its  participation  in  the  “Fur 
Rendezvous  Rondy  Grand  Prix." 
one  of  the  biggest  annual  events 
in  Alaska  with  an  attendance  of 
10,000. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  W.  Dew  (Portland,  Ore., 
Area)  who  oversees  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Alaskan  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  is  an  honorary  member. 

Mr.  Seckel,  the  only  original 
UMRA  member,  said  the  group’s 
first  project  was  to  pool  its  mon¬ 
ey  to  purchase  a  Ford  Fiesta  race 
car.  Group  members  and  volun¬ 
teers  helped  get  the  car  in  racing 
condition. 

A  car  company  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  donated  a  Stinger-440  race 
car  to  the  association  a  year  after 
the  group’s  founding. 

According  to  Mr.  Seckel,  mem¬ 
bers  have  paid  more  than  $7,000 
to  date  for  preparation,  mainte¬ 
nance  and  transportation  to  and 
from  racing  events. 

Since  1989,  association  mem¬ 
bers  have  competed  in  nearly  50 
races,  rallies,  ice  races  and  auto¬ 
cross  events. 

“It  is  an  expensive  hobby  for 
members,  but  one  that  yields  a  lot 
of  satisfaction  and  enjoyment,” 
Mr.  Seckel  said.  "We  go  about 


(racing)  in  a  cooperative  manner 
and  help  each  other,  and  our 
competitors,  whenever  we  can.” 

He  added,  "When  UMRA  has 
lived  its  life  to  the  end,  we  plan 


to  sell  the  assets  (cars,  equip¬ 
ment,  etc.)  and  put  those  pro¬ 
ceeds  into  local  United 
Methodist  mission  programs.” 

The  association  is  open  to  stu¬ 


dents,  recreational  drivers  and  pro¬ 
fessional  race  car  drivers  of  any 
religion.  Members  meet  monthly 
to  plan  for  future  events,  share  ex¬ 
periences  and  practice  racing. 


Did  they  or  didn't  they?  Now  hymnal  petitioner  knows  for  sure 


Howard  Lydick  didn’t  intend  to 
ask  for  much — just  three  changes 
in  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Nonetheless,  the  Richardson, 
Texas,  layman  was  shocked  to  learn 
that  the  church’s  1992  General 
Conference  apparently  agreed  with 
him. 

Not  true,  according  to  some  dig¬ 
ging  by  staff  of  “The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Connection,”  newspaper 
serving  the  Baltimore  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

Mr.  Lydick,  adhering  to  the  offi¬ 
cial  process,  had  petitioned  the  re¬ 
cent  legislative  body  to  instruct  the 


United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  to  revise  the  next  printing  of 
the  hymnal  to: 

(1)  include  the  hymn,  “Eternal 
Father,  strong  to  save,”  known  as 
the  Navy  Hymn; 

(2)  restore  a  verse  omitted 
from  “America  the  Beautiful” 
which  begins  “O  beautiful  for 
pilgrim  feet ...”  and 

(3)  omit  from  the  hymn, 
“Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  almighty, 
the  king  of  creation  ...”  a  verse 
including  the  phrase,  “God  as  a 
mother  doth  speed  ...” 

Mr.  Lydick’s  three  petitions 


and  all  others  dealing  with  the 
hymnal  went  first  to  the  General 
Conference  legislative  committee 
on  Discipleship. 

Three  days  later,  according  to 
the  General  Conference’s  official 
daily  report,  all  90  members  of  the 
legislative  committee  present  and 
voting  recommended  concurrence 
with  Mr.  Lydick’s  proposals. 

The  1 ,000-member  General  Con¬ 
ference  itself,  receiving  this  report 
along  with  some  400  others  bearing 
similar  overwhelming  support  from 
the  legislative  committees,  placed 
the  item  on  its  so-called  “consent 


calendar”  and  approved  the  action 
without  debate. 

Right  process,  wrong  decision, 
says  the  legislative  committee 
chairman,  the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins 
of  Lincoln,  Neb.  He  told  the  Balti¬ 
more  conference  newspaper  that 
the  official  journal  report  was 
“simply  incorrect,”  that  what  the 
committee  had  voted  was  “non- 
concurrence.” 

Maybe  not,  responds  the  jour¬ 
nal’s  editor,  the  Rev.  J.  Richard 
Peck  of  Nashville.  He  attributed 
the  mistake  to  a  possible  oversight 
by  Mr.  Bevins,  suggesting  that 


what  the  chairman  had  signed  was 
the  reverse  of  what  he  intended. 

The  matter  apparently  will  be 
resolved  by  Mr.  Bevins’  writing  a 
letter  stating  the  legislative  com¬ 
mittee’s  actual  intent,  namely  to 
defeat  all  three  of  Mr.  Lydick’s 
proposals. 

Mr.  Lydick  accepted  defeat,  tell¬ 
ing  the  Baltimore  conference  paper 
that  any  changes  “would  have  re¬ 
quired  that  the  church  go  through 
the  whole  process  of  copyrighting 
the  hymnal  again.  It  would  have 
been  too  expensive  and  couldn’t 
possibly  have  been  approved.” 


New  book  examines 
flaws,  pressures 
of  clergy  itineracy 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Guaranteed  jobs  and  sala¬ 
ries  for  ordained  ministers. 

Does  this  uniquely  United 
Methodist  tradition  foster  sloth¬ 
ful,  whiny  and  apathetic  pastors? 

Or  does  it  allow  bishops  to 
dictate  unbridled,  and  laypeo- 
ple  to  demand,  nitpick  and  re¬ 
main  indifferent  to  pressures 
on  overworked  clergy  families? 

The  many  facets  of  itinerant 
United  Methodist  ministry 
come  to  light  in  “Send  Me?  The 
Itineracy  in  Crisis,"  a  new  book 
published  by  Abingdon  Press. 

Edited  by  the  Rev.  Donald 
B.  Messer,  president  of  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  Denver, 
“Send  Me?”  is  an  intriguing 
look  at  the  ordained  United 
Methodist  ministry. 

The  15  contributing  writ¬ 
ers — among  them  church 
growth  expert  Lyle  Schaller, 
United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana 
Area)  and  Reporter  Associate 
Editor  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall — raise  compelling  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  validity, 
equity,  theological  basis  and 
political  realities  of  the  ap¬ 
pointive  system. 

Church  reform  advocate  Mr. 
Schaller  pulls  no  punches.  He 
suggests  that,  without  radical 
change,  the  current  United 
Methodist  practice  of  itinerat¬ 
ing  clergy  and  guaranteeing 
jobs  will  contribute  to  the  de¬ 
cline  of  United  Methodist 
membership  and  enthusiasm. 

Similar  in  sentiment  was 
the  recommendation  of  the 
denominationwide  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  Study  of  Ministry 
to  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  that 
the  term  “guaranteed”  ap¬ 
pointment  shall  be  replaced 
by  “annual”  in  the  United 
Methodist  book  of  law. 

The  study  was  launched  by 


Lyle  Schaller  William  Oden 

the  1984  General  Conference, 
the  top  legislative  body  of  the 
denomination.  It  was  contin¬ 
ued  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  and  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  further 
work  by  the  1992  General 
Conference. 

A  defender  of  the  tradition 
of  appointment  and  the  itin¬ 
erant  system,  Bishop  Oden 
nonetheless  identifies  several 
key  “pressure”  points  that 
threaten  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  system.  Among  them: 

■  family  concerns,  particu¬ 
larly  when  the  itinerating  pas¬ 
tor’s  spouse  also  has  a  career: 

■  resistance  to  women  and 
people  of  color,  which  ham¬ 
pers  a  truly  open  itineracy 
system  and  relegates  certain 
groups  to  lower  salaries  and 
smaller  churches; 

■  salary  disparity,  longer  pas¬ 
torates  for  large-church  pastors 
and  a  “rigid  seniority  system”  in 
all  of  which.  Bishop  Oden 
writes,  “the  mission  of  the 
church  receives  less  attention 
than  the  professional  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  ministers.” 

Equally  compelling  are  per¬ 
spectives  on  the  difficulties 
faced  by  clergy  families  by  the 
pressures  of  a  less-than-perfect 
itineracy.  Ms.  Stovall,  a  clergy 
spouse,  offers  her  experiences 
along  with  a  clergy  couple,  the 
Revs.  Kenneth  and  Lydia  Wa¬ 
ters  of  the  Los  Angeles  area,  and 
Bonnie  Messer,  spouse  of  the 
book's  editor  and  a  Denver  psy¬ 
chologist. 


CLASSIFIED 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  '/•  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405,  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

1984  CHEVROLET  MINI-BUS.  15  passenger, 
does  not  require  special  license,  high  capacity, 
rear  air  conditioning.  Very  clean  and  mechanical¬ 
ly  sound.  $12,500.00.  Trinity  Transportation 
(817)458-4844. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
S$$.  Catalog  Si.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians'  Na- 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a. m.  (504)488-0856. 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  ASSISTANT,  30  hours 
weekly,  for  2200-member  growing  congregation. 
Other  than  organist  duties,  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  two  bell  choirs  and  one  children’s  choir,  49 
rank  4  manucl  Mollcr.  Send  resume  by  July  1 5  to: 
Mr.  Tim  Ward,  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669. 
(615)  483-4357. 

FOR  SALE:  48  PASSENGER,  1975  Chevrolet 
bus.  Automatic  transmission,  454  engine,  C-60 
chassie.  Good  condition.  $1,500.  Please  contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  601  San  Juan, 

La  Junta,  CO  81050.  Phone:  (719)  384-7717.  . 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  for 
2000-member  church  in  university  community. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Missouri  United 
Methodist  Church,  204  South  9th  Street,  Colum¬ 
bia.  MO  65201. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  to  plan,  develop,  and 
coordinate  activities  for  new  Family  Life  Center. 
Multiple  stall  church  with  1500  members.  Quali¬ 
fications:  M.A.  in  Christian  education  or  equiva¬ 
lent  degree,  prior  experience,  enthusiastic,  and 
evangelical.  Salary  is  open.  Send  resume  to:  Mike 
Mayhugh.  2803  53rd  St..  Galveston.  TX  77551. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH.  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  seeking  an  enthusiastic  Christian 
to  work  with  our  youth.  Position  requires  previ- 
ous  experience  in  the  area  of  youth  ministries, 
and  a  bachelor's  degree.  Responsibilities  include: 
planning  and  coordinating  programs  as  well  as 
counseling.  For  consideration,  send  resume  and 
salary  requirements  in  confidence  to:  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  940236, 
Maitland,  FL  32794,  Attn:  Rev.  Hubert  E.  Floyd. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  to  di¬ 
rect  children's,  youth  and  adult  choirs  and 
handbells.  Dynamic  United  Methodist  Church 
in  historic  Williamsburg,  VA.  1850  members 
with  multiple  staff.  Salary  $28,000  plus  and 
health  and  pension  benefits.  Application  dead¬ 
line  July  31,  1992.  Master's  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  preferable.  Send  letter  of  application,  re¬ 
sume.  and  names  and  addresses  of  three 
references  to:  Music  Search  Committee,  Wil¬ 
liamsburg  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
BB.  Williamsburg.  VA  23187. 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 


WANTED:  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Belmont 
United  Methodist  Church  (1800  members).  Ex¬ 
tended  search  with  inclusion  of  new  minister. 
Multiple  staff  church  with  new  innovative  pro¬ 
gram  model.  Qualifications  —  M.A.  in  Christian 
education.  Salary  open.  Please  submit  applica¬ 
tion  by  July  1st  to:  Sam  Smith,  Chair,  Search 
Committee,  Belmont  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  120098,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  Tel. 
(615)373-1493.  


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  NEEDED  for  530- 
member  congregation.  Job  description  available. 
Bilingual  desirable.  Send  inquiries  and  resume  to: 
William  Treude,  106  East  Cleveland  Street.  Bcc- 
villc,  TX  78102. 


FIRST  UMC  OF  GLEN  ELLYN.  IL  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Christian  Ed  and  Youth  Re¬ 
sources.  For  Job  Description  call:  (708)  469-3510 
or  write:  424  Forest,  Glen  Ellyn.  1L  60137.  Com- 
pensation:  S3 1,000. 


ORGANIST  NEEDED.  First  UMC,  Clarendon, 
Texas.  One  service,  one  rehearsal  a  week.  Pipe 
Organ,  Morning  Worship.  Average  attendance  — 
210.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact:  Rev.  Terry  Tam- 
plcn,  (806)  874-3667. 


YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth 
for  1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke.  Walnut  Hill  UMC.  10066  Marsh 
Lane.  Dallas.  TX  75229. 


THE  UNION  CHURCH  OF  SAN  JUAN.  Puerto 
Rico  is  seeking  a  new  pastor  for  an  English  speak¬ 
ing  interdenominational  and  international  con¬ 
gregation.  Write  to:  Search  Committee,  2310 
Calle  Laurel,  Santurce,  PR  00913. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME  POSITION 
for  2.000-mcmbcr  church.  Active  youth  program, 
varied  ministries,  multiple  staff.  Lay  or  clergy, 
salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Bob  Younts, 
First  UMC,  2300  Country  Club  Rd.,  Duncan. 
OK  73533.  (405)255-3353.' 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 
age  seasonal  worship  attendance  1,000  plus.  Or¬ 
ganist  Position  also  available.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902.(813)  332-1152. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  at  unique, 
progressive  congregation  with  600  worship  atten¬ 
dance  and  multiple  staff  team.  Energetic,  creative 
individual  needed  to  expand  and  strengthen  cur¬ 
rent  program  that  includes  work  camps,  retreats, 
musical  drama  and  nine-month  confirmation 
class.  Must  work  well  with  adult  volunteers  and 
with  youth.  Experience  required  in  these  program 
areas.  Compensation  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and  references  to: 
Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs  Pkwy.,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80918. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  con¬ 
gregation  with  musical  tastes  from  Medema  to 
Rutter  to  Bach  to  world  music.  Current  compre¬ 
hensive  program  includes  eight  choirs  and  five 
weekly  worship  services.  Must  love  people  and 
music,  work  well  with  recruiting  and  supervising 
volunteers,  and  be  able  to  expand  and  build  on 
current  program  in  growing  congregation  of  600 
worship  attendance.  Large  church  experience 
strongly  preferred.  Compensation  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and 
references  to:  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs 
Pkwy.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  MINISTER/Dircctor 
of  Christian  Education.  Full-time.  Includes  over¬ 
seeing  expanding  ministries  to  families  with  pre¬ 
school  and  elementary  children;  overseeing  and 
developing  opportunities  engaging  people  in 
hands-on  ministry  and  mission;  cooperating  with 
the  staff  team  and  COM  in  offering  a  variety  of 
intergenerational  events  and  experiences.  Previ¬ 
ous  experience,  elder's  ordination,  skills  in  chil¬ 
dren's  music,  and/or  skills  in  women's  ministry 
will  be  considered  additional  qualifications. 
Membership  577.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiabje. 
Send  resume  to:  Search.  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  1443  Howard  Avc.,  Burlingame,  CA 
94010.  Phone (4 1 5) 344-6321. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Income  for 
able  bodied  couple.  Managcrial/housekccping 
skills.  Flexible  hours/being  with  people.  Small 
salary  plus  small  apartment  on  Methodist  proper¬ 
ty.  Deadline:  September  30.  Written  application/ 
references:  AHC,  2918  Dantzler  Ave.,  Moss 
Point,  MS  39563. 


CHILDREN’S  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME  Posi¬ 
tion  at  large,  growing  church.  Send  resume  to: 
Reverend  James  R.  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row, 
Arlington.  TX  76013. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 
Large,  suburban  church  seeks  experienced  Chris¬ 
tian  Educator  to  provide  leadership  and  direction 
for  its  dynamic,  growing  program.  Emphasis  on 
developing  volunteers  tor  education  ministries 
and  other  program  areas.  Basic  Requirements: 
master’s  degree;  certification  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion;  at  least  3-5  years  experience.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  Peggy  L. 
Hart,  Chairperson.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  903  Forest  Avenue,  Richmond,  VA 
23229. 


ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (part- 
time)  required  for  innovative  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
cultural  congregation  in  central  Los  Angeles.  Re¬ 
quires  strong  skills  as  organist  and  choir  director. 
Good  “people  skills"  essential  and  flexible  open 
attitude.  Ability  to  work  in  a  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
lingual  team  required.  Send  resume  by  July  10  to: 
Rev.  Alan  Jones,  Wilshire  UMC,  711  S.  Plym- 
outh  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90005. 


WANTED  —  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  be  caretaker  of  beautiful  historic  chapel  in 
secluded  area  of  cast  Texas.  Nice  home  furnished 
in  exchange  for  light  duty.  For  details  call:  Aldous 
at:  (409)  560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  639-6902, 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries  (ordained  or  lay)  wanted  for 
2700-mcmbcr  congregation.  Active  program, 
many  adult  volunteers,  excellent  facilities  includ¬ 
ing  new  gym.  Church  committed  to  youth  minis¬ 
try.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Contact:  Dr.  B. 
Michael  Watson.  Senior  Pastor,  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6845,  Mo¬ 
bile,  AL  36660-0845J205M71-1511. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST,  Hendersonville, 
TN  (20  miles  north  of  Nashville)  seeks  Director 
for  Christian  Life  Center  of  1  900-m ember 
church.  Responsible  for  planning,  developing, 
and  implementing  recreational  ministries  and  ap¬ 
propriate  activities  for  all  ages.  Minimum  of  BA 
degree,  preferably  in  field  of  recreation.  P.E.. 
wellness,  or  related  field.  Five  or  more  years  ex¬ 
perience  in  these  or  related  fields  may  be  consid¬ 
ered  in  lieu  of  degree.  $24,000.  Start  Jujy  I .  Send 
resume  to:  Hugh  Atkinson,  P.O.  Box  1764,  Hcn- 
dersonville.  TN  37077-1764. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 
Ministries  position  open  immediately  in  a  church 
of  2200  members.  Salary  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Pensions  and  insur¬ 
ance  provided.  Send  resume  or  contact:  Senior 
Pastor  Justin  Tull,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  201  S.  Locust,  Denton,  TX  76201.  (817) 
382-5478. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  TENNESSEE  Con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Foundation.  Available 
August  1.  1992.  Send  resume  to:  1808  West  End 
Ave.,  Suite  1001,  Nashville,  TN  37203,  Attn:  Dr. 
Harold  Andrews. 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES:  Part-time 
opportunity  to  come  and  grow  with  young  subur¬ 
ban  church.  Resume:  Atascocita  UMC,  19325 
Pinehurst  Trail  Dr.,  Humble,  TX  77346, 


COMPANION  CRYPTS  "C"  SECTION  89 

(mausoleum)  Forrest  Park  West  Cemetary,  Hous¬ 
ton,  Texas.  Price  $5,000.  If  interested  please  call: 
(713)652-3031. 


NEW  KAWAI  SIX  FOOT  GRAND  Piano,  buy 
or  lease  purchase,  delivered  in  Texas.  New  Wur- 
litzer  Classical  Organ.  Call  Jesse  1-800-880-9336. 


GATLINBURG  4  BEDROOM  HOUSE.  Walk  to 

national  park  and  town.  Weekly  $400,  Furnish 
own  linens,  Margaret  Rcasor,  Chilhowie,  VA 
24319.(703)646-3528. 


BRANSON.  MISSOURI.  COUNTRY-FAMILY 

music  show  capital  of  the  world.  Over  40  country 
shows,  bass  and  trout  fishing,  theme  parks,  arts 
and  crafts.  40  minute  information  video.  1992 
Branson  theatre  and  activity  directory.  Bonus — 
“See  America" —  50%  discount  on  over  1200  ho¬ 
tels  and  motels  across  Amcrica.$29.95  plus  S  & 
H.  Limited  offer.  1-800-457-3697.  VISA/MC. 
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re  so  many  high  moments  In  the  1992  session  of  the  Louisi- 
Conference. 

>ose  was  the  presentation  of  the  bronze  sculpture  of  Christ 
'  by  the  artist  Molssaye  Marans.  The  original  Is  on  perma- 
'  at  the  Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations  In  New  York 


e  was  commissioned  by  the  Women's  Society  of  Christian 
ebraska  In  honor  of  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Copeland  who  was 
the  Division  of  Peace  and  World  Order  of  the  Methodist 
rial  Concerns  at  the  time. 


The  dedication  of  the  statue  on  April  16,  1967  was  presided  over  by 
Virginia  Davis  Laskey,  president  of  the  Women’s  Division  and  a  leader 
of  Methodism.  Virginia  was  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  and 
also  a  leader  of  our  Conference. 


The  19-inch  Alvastone  replica  of  this  statue  was  presented  to  me  and 
the  Louisiana  Conference  by  Nor¬ 
ma  Winegeart,  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  president,  for 
use  in  the  Conference  Headquar¬ 
ters  Building.  The  statue  was  given 
in  loving  memory  of  Virginia  Las¬ 
key  by  her  daughter,  Anne  Marie 
Laskey  Kilpatrick  and  her  entire 
family. 

At  the  dedication  of  the  original 
sculpture.  Bishop  Copeland  said, 

“All  of  us  are  inspired  with  his  cre¬ 
ation.  The  artist  has  captured  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  expressions  of 
the  redemptive  heartbeat  of  the 
Master  who  gave  his  life  to  bring 
peace  to  the  hearts  of  men.” 

This  statue  will  be  on  display  in  my  office  in  Baton  Rouge.  1  invite 
you  to  view  the  statue  when  you  come  by  for  a  visit. 

.wjhuSl  <qu 


Norma  Winegeart  presents 
“Prince  of  Peace"  sculpture  to 
Bishop  Oden. 


MerRouge 

Historic  100-Year  Old  Church 
Plans  Celebration  for  Sunday 


MerRouge  UMC  has  scheduled  a 
Centennial  Celebration  for  Sunday, 
June  28. 

Services  have  been  held  contin¬ 
ually  in  the  same  location  since 
1892. 

The  present  sanctuary  was  built 
in  1893  and  enlarged  with  annexes 
in  1941. 

The  historic  church  has  a  new 
pastor,  the  Rev.  B.  Ramon  Warren. 
Among  his  comments  regarding  the 
church,  Warren  emphasized  the 


worshipful  sanctuary  with  its  beau¬ 
tiful  pipe  organ. 

Former  members  and  pastors, 
plus  other  friends  will  gather,  greet 
andTregister  at  9  a.m.  and  coffee  will 
be  served.  Planned  for  10  a.m.  is  a 
service  of  history,  music  and  wor¬ 
ship.  Dinner  on  the  grounds  is  set 
for  noon. 

The  Rev.  W,  Ed  Parks  Sr.,  who 
has  been  the  pastor  for  the  past  two 
years,  retired  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Wearing  colorful  gowns,  liturgical  dancers  from  several  congrega¬ 
tions  performed  during  the  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion  Ser¬ 
vices  that  opened  the  Annual  Conference. 


'Fiddler  on  the  Roof' 
Cast,  Crew  Begin  Tour 


The  Chapel  Choir  of  youths  from 
seventh  to  twelfth  grades  at  Univer¬ 
sity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  on 
the  road  this  summer  with  their 
production  of  “Fiddler  on  the 
Roof.” 

Sixty  young  people  and  adults  are 
leaving  on  the  tour  Saturday. 

Directed  by  Esther  Socolofsky, 
the  choir  is  to  take  along  sets,  cos¬ 
tumes,  lighting  and  sound  equip¬ 
ment.  They  will  travel  by  chartered 
bus,  church  van,  equipment  truck 
and  car.  The  entourage  even  has  its 
own  food  van!  The  sets,  built  by  fa¬ 
thers  of  choir  members,  are  collaps¬ 
ible  for  ease  of  transportation  and 
set-up. 

Two  repeat  performances  were 
held  in  Baton  Rouge.  On  Saturday, 
June  27,  at  7  p.m.  they  will  present 
the  musical  at  First  UMC,  Monroe. 

From  there  they  will  go  to  Spring- 


field,  MO  and  North  Kansas  City, 
MO.  They  will  perform  in  the  latter 
town  at  the  high  school  and  the 
church  formerly  attended  by  John 
Erickson,  church  layman,  who  is  a 
tour  counselor. 

From  there  they  will  go  to  Ware- 
ham  Opera  House,  a  historic  vaude¬ 
ville  theater  in  Manhattan,  Kan., 
where  they  will  be  sponsored  by  two 
UM  churches.  The  Rev.  Nancy 
Gammill,  formerly  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  pastor  of  one  church. 
The  other  is  the  church  were  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Socolofsky  grew  up  and 
were  married. 

The  play  will  be  performed  in  an 
auditorium  in  Estes  Park,  Colo.,  at 
the  YMCA  Camp's  Summer  Festi¬ 
val  Series.  The  tour  group  will  re¬ 
turn  to  Baton  Rouge  on  July  11. 
The  Rev.  DeWitt  Ginn  is  senior 
pastor  of  the  church. 
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Annual  Conference  Gives  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris 
Louisiana's  Unanimous  Endorsement  for  Bishop 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  president  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  was  unanimously  endorsed 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  to  be¬ 
come  a  bishop  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Dr.  Norris  received  a 
standing  ovation  at  the  Annual 
Conference  held  June  1-4  in 
Shreveport. 

Six  bishops  will  be  elected  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
church  when  it  meets  in  a  quadren¬ 
nial  session  July  13-16  in  Fort 
Worth. 

Dr.  Norris,  a  member  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference,  is  serving  his 
seventh  year  as  president  of  Gam¬ 
mon.  He  was  bom  in  Bogalusa,  son 
of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.H.P.  Norris. 


Studying  at  Dil¬ 
lard  University 
in  New  Orleans, 
he  was  graduated 
with  a  BA  de¬ 
gree. 

He  received  a 
master  of  divin¬ 
ity  degree  from 
Gammon  which 
conferred  upon 
him  the  doctor  of 
divinity  degree. 
The  doctor  of  di¬ 
vinity  was  also 
conferred  by 
Centenary  College  and  the  doctor  of 
laws  degree  by  Dillard. 

Dr.  Norris  was  a  delegate  to  the 


World  Methodist  Conference  in 
1976, 1981,  1986  and  1991. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference  he 
has  been  pastor  of  Haven,  Peck, 
First  Street  and  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  all 
in  New  Orleans,  and  superinten¬ 
dent  of  New  Orleans  and  New  Or- 
leans-Houma  district. 

Dr.  Norris  and  his  wife,  Mackie 
Lyvonne,  have  two  children  and 
one  grandchild. 

If  elected  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  Dr.  Norris  will  serve  as 
episcopal  leader  of  one  of  1 1  episco¬ 
pal  areas  of  the  church  within  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The  ju¬ 
risdiction  encompasses  eight  states- 
Louisiana,  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma, 


Arkansas  and  Texas. 

Although  bishops  are  elected  by  a 
Jurisdictional  Conference  and  do 
not  serve  in  their  home  area,  they 
are  superintendents  of  the  whole 
church  and  are  charged  with  over¬ 
sight  of  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs  of  the  entire  nine  million 
member  worldwide  denomination. 

The  six  members  of  the  episcopa¬ 
cy  who  will  be  retiring  are:  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint,  Houston  Area;  Bish¬ 
op  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  San  Antonio 
Area;  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  Mis¬ 
souri  Area;  Bishop  Kenneth  W. 
Hicks,  Kansas  Area;  Bishop  John 
Russell,  Fort  Worth  Area,  and  Bish¬ 
op  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt,  North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area. 


Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  CENTER,  superintendent  of  Lake  Charles 
District,  is  pictured  with  recipients  of  merit  scholarships,  Won  Shik 
Kim,  LEFT,  and  Kristin  Meredith  Hebert.  The  clergy  fathers  of  the 
students  serve  in  Lake  Charles  District. 


Assortment  of  Awards 
Conferred  at  Conference 


Awards  to  many  deserving  per¬ 
sons  and  congregations  were  pre¬ 
sented  at  Annual  conference. 

Ray  Turner  of  Shreveport  was  re¬ 
cipient  of  the  Charles  Goodgame 
Layman  of  the  Year  Award  present¬ 
ed  by  Boyd  Baun,  outgoing  Confer¬ 
ence  United  Methodist  Men 
president.  Ron  Sarver  of  Lafayette 
is  new  president  of  Conference 
UMM. 

Grace  UMC  in  New  Orleans  was 
named  a  historic  UM  site  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Ken  Fisher,  a  member 
of  the  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  announced  the  award.  He 
also  introduced  Carolyn  Garison 
saying  that  "for  12  years,  she  has 
been  a  dedicated  worker  in  the 
Conference  Archives  office.”  The 


new  archivist,  Ella  Edwards,  was  in¬ 
troduced. 

The  Rev.  Michael  T.  Head,  who 
was  chairman  of  a  poster  coloring 
contest  sponsored  by  the  AIDS 
Task  Force,  announced  the  win¬ 
ners,  all  from  Blackwater  UMC. 
LeeAnn  Milstead,  $500  savings 
bond;  Kathryn  Terito,  $250  bond, 
and  Robyn  Coxe,  $  100  bond.  Funds 
were  provided  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Committee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  by 
the  AIDS  Task  Force  headed  by  Pe¬ 
ter  M.  Braswell. 

Margaret  St.  Amant  was  recipient 
of  the  Sarah  Schoeffler  Award  for 
her  work  with  Peace  With  Justice 
projects.  The  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robert¬ 
son,  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  made  the  pre¬ 
sentation. 


Winners  of  savings  bonds  in  the 
ilies  take  center  stage. 


poster  contest  and  their  fam- 


Around  the 

First  UMC  of  Houma  is  inviting 
persons  in  the  community  and  else¬ 
where  to  participate  in  efforts  to  re¬ 
tire  the  debt  on  the  church  property 
and  activity  center.  So  many  per¬ 
sons  in  the  Houma  community 
have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  the  fa¬ 
cilities  with  church-sponsored  pro¬ 
grams  or  civil,  ecumenical  and 
private  organization  meetings. 

The  project  is  called,  “Glory 
Trails  Estates.”  The  property  has 
been  divided  into  100  square  foot 
blocks  with  a  purchase  of  $200  per 
block.  Each  block  can  be  further  di¬ 
vided  into  one  square  foot  lots  sell¬ 
ing  for  $2  per  lot  in  multiples  of 
100. 


Conference  ( 

The  spiritual  lives  and  lifestyles 
of  Christian  laity  can  get  a  boost 
from  UM  Publishing  House's  new 
line  of  resources  “Dimensions  for 
Living.”  The  first  six  books  of  the 
12-15  a  year  to  be  tailored  to  the 
needs  of  grass  roots  Christian  lay¬ 
persons  were  released  this  spring. 
At  Annual  Conference,  copies  were 
presented  to  Bishop  Oden  by  a  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Abingdon  Press.  In¬ 
cluded  are  Is  There  Life  After  Stress 
by  the  Rev.  James  Moore,  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  Houston;  365  More  Medita¬ 
tions  for  Women  with  contributions 
from  12  women,  and  a  collection  of 
children’s  questions  titled  Why  Did 
God  Make  Bugs  <$  Other  Icky 
Things?’  by  Kel  Groseclose. 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
And  Merit  Scholarships 
Are  Awarded  to  Students 


Two  groups  of  scholarship  recipi¬ 
ents  were  announced  at  Annual 
Conference. 

Jane  Blackwell,  chair  of  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholar¬ 
ship,  announced  that  six  recipients 
would  each  receive  $800.  The  1992- 
93  recipients  are:  Aaron  Hoppe  of 
Slidell,  a  freshman  at  Centenary 
College;  Afreda  Hygh  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  a  senior  at  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty;  Angie  Smith  of  Baton  Rouge,  a 
senior  at  Centenary;  Leigh  Ann 
Boston  of  Lake  Charles,  a  Centena¬ 
ry  junior;  Samantha  Earl  of  Le- 
compte,  a  freshman  at  Centenary, 
and  Lynd-Matt  of  Eunice,  a  Cente¬ 
nary  freshman. 

The  Rev.  Deborah  Drash  an¬ 


nounced  recipients  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  merit  schol¬ 
arships.  These  are  given  annually  to 
United  Methodist  students  as  part 
of  the  UM  Student  Fund. 

Won  Shik  Kim,  son  of  the  Rev. 
Chung  Baek  Kim,  pastor  of  the  Ko¬ 
rean  UMC,  Leesville,  and  Hae 
Woong  Kim,  was  a  recipient.  He  is 
a  student  at  Emory  University. 

The  other  merit  scholarship  went 
to  Kristin  Meredith  Hebert,  who  is 
attending  Centenary  College.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Richard 
Hebert,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  DeR- 
idder,  and  Marilyn  Hebert. 

Alternate  was  Lynd  Matt,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  UMC,  Eunice. 


Jane  Blackwell,  chairman  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholar¬ 
ships,  is  pictured  with  one  of  the  recipients,  Lynd  Matt,  who  also 
was  an  alternate  for  a  merit  scholarship. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris,  re¬ 
tired  Louisiana  Conference  clergy, 
died  June  13.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  June  21  in  First  UMC, 
Marionville,  MO.  He  served  Louisi¬ 
ana  churches  as  pastor  and  was  su¬ 
perintendent  of  both  Baton  Rouge 
and  New  Orleans  districts.  Before 


his  retirement  in  1973  he  was  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Marjo¬ 
rie,  505  Albright  Ct.,  Marionville, 
MO,  and  two  children,  Ouida  Fae 
Morris  of  Huntsville,  TX  and  Virgil 
Dickson  Morris  Jr.  of  Kobe,  Japan. 


July  Conference  Calendar 

6-11  JYMO  '92,  (CCYM  Members)  Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR 

10  Conference  Center  Board  of  Trustees,  Headquarters  Build¬ 
ing,  3  p.m. 

13-16  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference,  Worthington  Ho¬ 
tel,  Fort  Worth 

1 8-24  Jurisdictional  Laboratory  School,  Mount  Sequoyah 
20  Conference  Communications  Committee,  Headquarters 
Building,  Baton  Rouge,  3:30  p.m. 

2 1- 22  United  Methodist  Women  Committee  Meetings 

22- 26  Leadership  Training  Event  for  Leaders  in  Single  Adult  Min¬ 

istry,  Board  of  Discipleship,  Orlando 

23- 26  United  Methodist  Women  School  of  Christian  Missions, 

Centenary  College 

27-30  Ministers’  School.  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
29  Meeting  of  Conference  Chairs  and  Executive  Committee, 
CCOM 


United  Methodist  Reporter  pres¬ 
ents  a  special  pre-jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  report  on  pages  2  and  3  of 
this  issue.  A  graphic  shows  how  a 
jurisdictional  conference  works. 
Also  illustrated  are  the  way  jurisdic¬ 


tional  committee  on  episcopacy 
work  and  the  duties  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  an  entire  elective  body.  A 
map  shows  boundaries  of  each  ju¬ 
risdiction  and  comparative  sizes  of 
delegations  from  each  conference. 


Jurisdictional  Conferences:  1992 


It's  time  to  call  bishops  to  be  mission-formed  leaders 

On  u/p  Lnnw  what  a  r#»ol  IpoHpt  nnamnUnmant  j i  1  .. 


The  United  Methodist 
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Do  we  know  what  a  real  leader 
looks  like? 

The  sad  state  of  affairs  in  the 
body  politic  gives  reason  to  wonder. 
Scandal  after  scandal  at  the  highest 
levels  of  government  have  clouded 
our  collective  vision  and  trust  of 
those  in  leadership  positions. 

Regrettably,  clouds  of  distrust  also 
cast  shadows  over  church  leaders. 
Ask  around.  It’s  no  secret  that  re¬ 
spect  for  the  office  of  bishop,  or  any 
church  leadership  position  for  that 
matter,  “isn’t  what  it  used  to  be.” 

Reasons  are  many:  minimal  suc¬ 
cess  in  reversing  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bership  slide,  tainting  of  all  clergy 
by  the  contemptible  conduct  of  a 
few,  lack  of  impact  on  issues  such  as 


unemployment  that  matter  deeply 
to  workaday  people — these  are 
among  countless  unflattering  im¬ 
ages  “out  there”  with  which  bishops 
and  other  church  leaders  are  sad¬ 
dled,  contributing  to  perceptions  of 
ineptitude,  irrelevance  or  both. 

In  short,  bishops  are  objects  of  the 
same  “whom  can  you  trust?”  skepti¬ 
cism  that  dogs  secular  politicians. 

Political  trappings  don't  help 

It  doesn’t  help  matters  when  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  pews  observe  trappings  of 
partisan  politics  in  the  elections  of 
bishops:  "campaigns,”  covert  strate- 
gizing  (such  as  vote-swapping),  and 
concern  for  matters — filling  unspo¬ 
ken  regional  or  ethnic  “quotas,”  for 


example — that  seem  remote  from  or 
at  odds  with  discerning  whether  one 
is  a  Christian  leader. 

Nonetheless,  blaming  “the  sys¬ 
tem,”  secular  or  ecclesiastical,  for 
our  leadership  woes  is  typically 
counterproductive  if  not  futile. 

A  more  constructive  approach 
looks  inward:  Have  we  clarified  for 
ourselves,  and  hence  for  those 
whom  we  select  as  our  leaders,  a 
distinctive  image  of  leadership  fit¬ 
ting  for  followers  of  Christ? 

We  believe  a  clue  to  such  an  image 
can  be  found  both  in  Scripture  and  in 
the  recent  history  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  itself.  At  the  heart  of  that 
image:  a  clear  and  compelling  partici¬ 
pation  in  God-inspired  mission. 


Cynthia  B.  Asi 
Diane  Huie  Balay 
John  A.  Lovelace 


rs 

Debra  P.  McKnlght 
Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
Stephen  L.  Swecker 


The  prime  example,  of  course,  is 
Jesus  himself.  His  life’s  mission,  to 
proclaim  and  live  the  reign  of  God 
among  outcasts  of  his  time,  touches 
our  spiritual  depths  to  this  day. 

In  our  own  time,  consider  actions 
by  the  Council  of  Bishops  that  have 
touched  lives  and  unleashed  the 
spiritual  and  moral  energies  of  our 
denomination  and  world: 


There  is  an 

Election! 

How  the  chuch  elects  Its  bishops 


|  Fall  1991  -  Spring  1992... 


Candidates  for  bishop  seek  to  become 
better  known  by  being  Interviewed,  by 
preaching  at  annual  conferences  and 
by  leading  In  General  Conference,  the 
church's  quadrennial  legislative 
assembly.  Annual  conferences  may 
endorse  candidates. 

Jurisdictional  delegates  consider 
which  of  the  candidates 
will  get  their  support. 


Summer  -  Fall  1992  -1 


Annual 
conferences 
meet  and 
elect  their 
delegates  to 
Jurisdictional 
Conference. 
These  delegates 
may  endorse 
candidates  for  . 
bishop. 


Q  New 
—  bishops  are 
consecrated 


Caucuses  may 
also  endorse 
candidates. 


Delegates  vote.  _ 

Previously  undeclared 
candidates  may 
surface  during 
balloting. 


O  O  Q  Q 
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Balloting  continues 
until  the  necessary 
number  of  bishops 
Is  elected. 


Committee  on  Episcopacy 
recommends  each 
bishop’s  assigned  locale. 


Delegates 

approve  assignments. 


Bishops  take  up 
assignments. 


North  Central's  high-tech  balloting  a  first 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  442  delegates  to  the  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
may  find  the  “high  moment”  of  this 
year’s  session  to  be  as  much  how 
they  go  about  the  process  of  elec¬ 
tion  as  who  gets  elected  bishop. 

Since  1988,  North  Central  leaders 
have  been  reviewing  their  election 
process,  said  Patricia  Morton  of 
Milwaukee,  a  laywoman  serving  as 
jurisdictional  secretary. 

Ms.  Morton  said  a  task  force  has 
worked  for  the  past  year  on  revising 
the  process  to  make  it  more  “open 
to  the  searching  of  the  Holy  Spirit” 
when  the  conference  meets  July  14- 
17  in  Adrian,  Mich. 

One  result  has  been  the  creation 
of  a  new  biographical  form  to  intro¬ 
duce  episcopal  nominees  to  juris¬ 
dictional  delegates.  In  addition  to 
vital  facts,  the  form  asks  candidates 
such  questions  as: 

•f  What  is  your  “vision  for  the 
church?” 

■f  What  is  your  concept  and  style 


A  task  force  has  worked  for  the  past  year  revising 
the  North  Central  election  process  to  make  it  more 
"open  to  the  searching  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

— Patricia  Morton,  jurisdictional  secretary 


of  leadership? 

/  What  experience  in  ministry 
has  brought  you  the  greatest  joy? 

Ms.  Morton  said  that  these  ques¬ 
tions  will  feed  into  scheduled  times 
of  consultation  among  the  delegates. 
The  agenda  allows  15-minute  “spot 
conversations”  prior  to  ballots. 

Also  this  year,  North  Central  will 
be  the  only  jurisdiction  to  ballot  ex¬ 
clusively  electronically  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  bishops.  The  system  is 
similar  to  that  used  by  two  previous 
General  Conferences,  the  church’s 
top  policy-making  body. 

North  Central  delegates  will  elect 
three  bishops  to  succeed  three  who 
are  retiring. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana 


Area)  and  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons 
(West  Ohio  Area)  have  reached  man¬ 
datory  retirement  age. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa 
Area),  who  has  served  eight  years  as 
a  bishop,  has  requested  early  retire¬ 
ment  to  work  in  spiritual  formation 
for  The  Upper  Room,  a  division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
He  and  his  wife  will  move  to  Nash¬ 
ville. 

Ms.  Morton  did  not  have  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  endorsed  episcopal  candi¬ 
dates  as  of  the  Reporter’s  press  time. 

Nominees  identified  so  far: 

The  Rev.  Marcus  J.  Blaising,  North 
Indiana  conference. 

The  Rev.  Howard  L.  Daugbenbaugh 
Jr.,  Central  Illinois  conference. 
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North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Sizes  of  delegations 


from  annual  conferences 

West  Ohio . 

. 68 

Iowa . 

East  Ohio . 

. 48 

Central  Illinois . 

. 36 

. 36 

. 36 

. 32 

Detroit . 

. 28 

. 26 

. 22 

. 16 

. 10 

North  Dakota . 

. 4 
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The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Edwards,  South¬ 
ern  Illinois  conference. 

The  Rev.  William  A.  Hines,  West 
Ohio  conference. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Jordan,  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  conference. 

The  Rev.  Kent  Millard,  South  Dakota 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Donald  A.  Ott,  Wisconsin 
conference. 

The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  Detroit 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Z.  Rader,  West 
Michigan  conference. 

The  Rev.  Vance  Summers  Jr,  West 
Ohio  conference. 

The  Rev.  Robert  P.  Ward,  Detroit 
conference. 


■  The  release  in  1986  of  a  pro¬ 
phetic  pastoral  letter,  “In  Defense 
of  Creation,”  that  helped  shape  the 
climate  for  nuclear  disarmament 
which  is  becoming  a  reality; 

■  Designating  one  of  their  mem¬ 
bers,  Bishop  Felton  May,  to  lead  an 
intensive  churchwide  campaign 
against  drug  and  alcohol  abuse; 

■  Freeing  retired  Bishop  Roy 
Nichols  to  solicit  funds  in  this  coun¬ 
try  for  historic  Africa  University, 
which  recently  opened  in  Zimbabwe; 

■  Capturing  the  imaginations  of 
1992  General  Conference  delegates 
by  assigning  German  Bishop  Rue- 
diger  Minor  to  oversee  the  exhila¬ 
rating  expansion  of  our  church’s 
presence  in  Russia. 

A  contagious  reality 

At  the  core  of  each  of  these  exam¬ 
ples  is  a  contagious  reality:  Chris¬ 
tian  vision  linked  to  concrete  ac¬ 
tion- — in  other  words,  mission. 

The  basic  criteria  for  being  a 
bishop  or  a  Christian  leader  at  any 
level  of  the  church  aren’t  difficult  to 


define.  They  combine  the  familiar 
Christian  virtues  of  faith,  hope  and 
love  with  traditional  virtues  such  as 
fairness,  integrity,  and  so  on. 

But  the  acid  test  of  whether  bish¬ 
ops  or  any  other  Christian  leaders 
actually  lead  resides  in  a  simple 
question:  Are  they  in  mission? 

Are  they  bringing  Gospel  light 
and  vision  to  new  places?  Are  they 
taking  Jesus-type  risks  for  God’s 
sake?  Are  they  breaking  rules — of 
stifling  convention,  custom  or  un¬ 
just  law — to  reveal  the  rule  of  God? 

It’s  time  we  as  a  church  called  our 
bishops,  individually  and  corporate¬ 
ly,  to  a  more  intentional  style  of  mis¬ 
sion-focused  leadership — not  in  a 
spirit  of  reproach  but  as  part  of  the 
covenant  we  share  with  them  to  hold 
each  other  accountable  in  Christ. 

The  reason  should  be  apparent: 
When  our  leaders  lead  through  mis¬ 
sion-formed  lives,  they  not  only  dispel 
clouds  of  worldly  skepticism.  They 
also  challenge  and  energize  the  body 
of  Christ  with  God’s  life-giving  spirit. 

We  urge  delegates  to  the  upcoming 
jurisdictional  conferences  to  apply  the 
“mission  test”  as  they  select  bishops 
whom  we  pray  will  be  authentic  lead¬ 
ers  of  both  our  church  and  world. 

If  they  truly  are  people  immersed  in 
Christ’s  mission,  we  won’t  need  to 
wonder  whether  they  are  leaders. 

We’ll  know  one  when  we  see  one. 


Will  spiritual  lightning 
strike  Northeastern  again? 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Might  spiritual  lightning — the  elec¬ 
tion  of  an  unannounced,  unendorsed 
candidate — strike  again  when  the 
1992  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  meets  to  elect  two  bish¬ 
ops  July  13-17  on  the  campus  of  Al¬ 
bright  College  in  Reading,  Pa.? 

“Most  people  say  ‘No,  it  won’t,’  ” 
says  the  Rev.  James  Perry,  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference  secretary. 

“But  it’s  very  possible  that  we’ll 
elect  one  person  quickly  and  then 
take  a  long  time  to  make  the  second 
election,”  Mr.  Perry  added. 

If  so,  he  said,  a  repeat  of  1 988’s 
drama  isn’t  out  of  the  question. 

He  and  many  others  remember 
the  electrifying  moment  at  the  1988 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Buckhannon,  W.Va. 

After  three  steamy  days  of  dead¬ 
locked  votes,  a  candidate  emerged 
who  hadn’t  been  nominated  by  an 
annual  conference  or  endorsed  by  a 
church-related  caucus. 

Much  to  their  surprise 

Much  to  their  surprise,  delegates 
elected  “non-candidate”  Susan 
Murch  Morrison  as  a  bishop  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Afterwards,  Bishop  Morrison’s 
improbable  election  was  widely  at¬ 
tributed  to  the  unpredictable  action 
of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

According  to  most  observers,  this 
year’s  392  voting  delegates  can  ex¬ 
pect  a  “wide  open”  election.  A 
clearly  identified  front-runner 
hasn’t  emerged  from  the  13  people 
who  have  been  nominated  or  en¬ 
dorsed  for  election,  Mr.  Perry  said. 

Two  elections  are  needed.  One  is 
to  replace  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area),  who  is  retiring. 
The  other  is  to  replace  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews,  who  was  called 
out  of  retirement  in  1 990  to  oversee 
the  newly-created  Albany  Area  that 
was  approved  by  the  1988  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference. 

Endorsed  candidates  are: 

The  Rev.  Byron  P.  Brought,  Baltimore 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Young  Joon  Cho,  New  York 
conference. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  New  York 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Claude  Edmonds,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  D.  Fisher,  Central 
Pennsylvania  conference. 

The  Rev.  S.  Clifton  Ives,  Maine  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Hae-Jong  Kim,  Northern 
New  Jersey  conference. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Lawrence,  Wyo¬ 
ming  conference. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  McCauley,  West 
Virginia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz,  Balti¬ 
more  conference. 

The  Rev.  James  T.  Seymour,  Peninsu¬ 
la  conference. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Weaver,  Western 
Pennsylvania  conference. 

The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  Balti¬ 
more  conference. 

Devise  a  plan  in  18  months 

Electing  bishops  won’t  be  the 
only  issue  on  delegates’  minds. 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 

Sizes  of  delegations 
from  annual  conferences 

Western  Pennsylvania . 48 

Baltimore . 46 

Central  Pennsylvania . 38 


New  York . 

Eastern  Pennsylvania . 

West  Virginia . 

. 34 

North  Central  New  York... 

. 22 

Southern  New  Jersey . 

. 20 

Peninsula . 

Southern  New  England .... 

. 18 

Northern  New  Jersey . 

....  16 

Troy . 

Western  New  York . 

. 16 

Wyoming . 

Maine . 

New  Hampshire . 4 

Puerto  Rico . 4 


According  to  Mr.  Perry,  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  committee  on  the  episco¬ 
pacy  will  recommend  that  the 
church’s  Boston  Area  be  given  18 
months  to  devise  a  plan  to  form  it¬ 
self  into  no  more  than  a  two-confer¬ 
ence  area. 

The  Boston  Area  includes  the 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  South¬ 
ern  New  England  conferences.  It  is 
the  only  episcopal  area  in  the  whole 
church  encompassing  more  than  two 
annual  conferences. 

Delegates  also  will  be  asked  to  ap¬ 
prove  petitions  seeking  changes  in 
the  names  of  two  annual  conferences: 
Baltimore  (to  Baltimore-Washington 
conference)  and  Peninsula  (to  Penin- 
sula-Delaware  conference). 

In  response  to  proposals  made  jn 
1 988,  this  year’s  conference  is  oper¬ 
ating  under  guidelines  that  prohibit 
overt  “political”  campaigning  for 
the  episcopal  office.  Campaign  bro¬ 
chures,  banners,  badges,  and  even 
withdrawal  speeches  are  banned. 

The  purpose  of  eliminating  with¬ 
drawal  speeches  is  to  preclude  emo¬ 
tional  appeals  that  might  sway 
votes,  Mr.  Perry  explained. 

Mr.  Perry  said  he  favors  the  new 
guidelines  but  is  concerned  that 
their  ban  on  overt  campaigning 
risks  returning  the  election  process 
to  “back  room  politics." 

Reprints  of  this  special  edi¬ 
tion  are  available  at  $1  each 
for  the  first  25,  plus  shipping. 
Additional  copies  25  cents 
each  up  to  500,  plus  shipping. 
Write  UMR  Reprint,  P.  O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266- 
0275,  phone  (214)  630-6495, 
Fax  (214)  630-0079. 
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L.A.  riots  apt  to  impact  Western 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


The  recent  Los  Angeles  riots  are 
expected  to  have  a  major  impact  on 


Western  Jurisdiction 

Sizes  of  delegations 
from  annual  conferences 


California-Pacific . 38 

Callfornla-Nevada . 28 

Rocky  Mountain . 22 

Pacific  Northwest . 20 

Oregon-ldaho . 16 

Desert-Southwest . 10 

Alaska  Missionary . 4 

Yellowstone . 4 


the  selection  of  a  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  July  14-17  in  the 
church’s  Western  Jurisdiction. 

With  the  retirement  of  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  from  the  Los  Angeles 
Area,  some  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  say  they  seek  to  elect 
a  new  bishop  who,  as  a  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  church,  will  be  able  to 
address  urban  problems  like  those 
in  Los  Angeles. 

The  new  bishop,  however,  might 
be  assigned  to  any  of  the  six  episco¬ 
pal  areas  within  the  jurisdiction  and 
not  necessarily  to  Los  Angeles. 

“The  church  has  witnessed  well 
during  the  Los  Angeles  crisis,”  the 
Rev.  Mark  Trotter,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Diego,  told  the  Reporter.  “It  was  to 
the  church  that  people  turned. 

“Los  Angeles  today  is  like  New 
York  City  was  100  years  ago:  a  port 
of  entry  for  many  ethnic  groups,” 
continued  the  leader  of  the  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  delegation  to  the  juris¬ 
dictional  meeting  in  Las  Vegas. 


Eight  ethnic  groups  are  strong  in 
the  church’s  Western  Jurisdiction, 
Mr.  Trotter  said:  Korean,  Native 
American,  Hispanic,  Black,  Viet¬ 
namese,  Tongan,  Samoan  and  Eu¬ 
ropean.  Other  ethnic  groups,  such 
as  Chinese  and  Japanese,  are  also 
active  but  smaller. 

“There  is  need  for  a  leader  in  the 
true  sense  of  the  word,"  he  said, 
“one  who  will  unite  all  of  these  eth¬ 
nic  groups  and  traditions. 

“We’re  like  Jerusalem  at  Pente¬ 
cost,”  he  added.  “We  need  someone 
to  unite  us  in  one  language,  one 
symbol  of  hope.” 

Some  delegations  in  this  vast  geo¬ 
graphical  region — the  jurisdiction 
spreads  from  the  Canadian  to  the 
Mexican  borders  and  encompasses 
Alaska,  Hawaii  and  Guam — feel 
that  it  is  important  that  a  bishop  be 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  eco¬ 
nomically  depressed  rural  areas  and 
small-member  churches. 

Arlene  Wood  of  Anchorage,  Alas¬ 


ka,  said  the  four-person  delegation 
from  the  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence  hopes  for  a  bishop  who  will 
lead  the  church  in  a  missional  con¬ 
nection  between  Alaska  and  Russia, 
only  miles  apart  at  one  point. 

In  addition,  the  importance  of 
ministry  throughout  the  Pacific  rim 
was  emphasized  by  delegations. 

Endorsed  episcopal  candidates 
are: 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  conference. 

The  Rev.  LLoyd  S.  Saatjian,  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  conference. 

The  Rev.  Marvin  Abrams,  California- 
Pacific  conference. 

The  Rev.  Willard  R.  Stevens,  Desert- 
Southwest  conference. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Trevino,  Desert-South¬ 
west  conference. 

In  addition  to  electing  a  bishop 
and  assigning  that  person  and  the 
five  continuing  bishops,  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  will  consider  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  fund  the  region’s  rapidly 
growing  Korean  mission. 


Fpisropncy  committee 


carries  out  major  duties 


-I 

lesl 


The  Jurisdictional  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  while  little  known  in  most 
congregations,  has  major  responsibilities  in  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Its 
membership  consists  of  one  clergy  member  and  one  lay  member  from  each 
annual  conference  in  a  jurisdiction.  Committee  members  are  elected  to  four- 
year  terms.  Committee  members  must  be  elected  jurisdictional  delegates. 


The  committee’s  duties  include: 


■  Recommend  bishops’  assignments. 

■  Consult  with  each  annual  conference  on  its 
leadership  needs. 

■  Consult  with  each  bishop  on  his  or  her 
assignment. 

■  Review  bishops'  performance. 

■  Recommend  retention  or  removal  of  bishops. 

■  Act  on  bishops’  retirement  requests. 

■  Recommend  the  boundaries  of  episcopal  areas. 


Southeastern  delegates  to  fill  four  vacancies 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

When  retired  Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon — the  church’s  oldest  living 
bishop — travels  to  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  next  month,  he’ll  mark  at  least 
two  important  events  in  his  life. 

On  July  14,  Bishop  Harmon  of 
Atlanta  will  celebrate  his  100th 
birthday  and  will  witness  the  first 
iballoting  for  four  new  bishops  for 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Nearly  600  lay  and  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  will  attend  the  quadrennial 
meeting  July  14-18  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska  Assembly. 

3  million  United  Methodists 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  is 
the  largest  in  membership  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  five  regions  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  about  3  million 
United  Methodists  and  12,600 
churches.  The  area  is  composed  of  1 6 
annual  conferences  in  nine  states. 

Continuing  the  jurisdiction’s  tradi¬ 


tion,  the  first  ballot  will  be  handwrit¬ 
ten  and  counted  by  hand.  The  rest 
will  be  scanned  and  counted  by  com¬ 
puter. 

The  number  of  bishops  to  be 
elected  is  based  on  these  expected 
retirements:  Bishops  Charles  W. 
Hancock  (Alabama-West  Florida 
Area),  Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald  (Atlanta 
Area),  Robert  W.  Spain  (Louisville 
Area)  and  Ernest  W.  Newman 
(Nashville  Area.) 

The  Rev.  Eugene  R.  Woolridge 
Jr.,  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Richmond,  Va., 
credits  the  Virginia  conference — 
whose  voting  delegation  is  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  largest — with  the  idea  of 
videotaping  presentations  of  episco¬ 
pal  candidates  during  the  week  of 
General  Conference. 

Candidates  videotaped 

Videotaped  presentations  from 
each  of  10  candidates  were  dupli¬ 
cated  and  distributed  to  all  South- 


"You'll  probably  find  each  candidate  on  the  day 
before  the  meeting  in  an  assigned  room  somewhere 
around  the  lake." 

— The  Rev.  Eugene  R.  Woolridge  Jr.,  delegate 
Virginia  Annual  Conference 


eastern  delegations,  giving  them  Rural  Life  Center,  the  Protestant 
additional  opportunity  to  critique  Hour  Radio  and  Television  minis- 
each  candidate.  try*  the  Intentional  Growth  Center 

Mr.  Woolridge  told  the  Reporter  and  Gulfside  Assembly, 
that  candidates  will  arrive  a  day  be-  Joetta  Rinehart,  director  of  pub- 
fore  the  meeting  begins  to  answer  lie  relations,  marketing  and  devel- 
questions  from  voting  delegates.  opment  for  the  jurisdiction,  said 
“You’ll  probably  find  each  candi-  delegates  will  also  be  asked  to  ap- 
date  on  the  day  before  the  meeting  prove  regional  Native  American 
in  an  assigned  room  somewhere  and  Hispanic  ministries, 
around  the  lake,”  he  said.  , 

Budget  items  facing  Southeastern  Episcopal  and  laity  address 
delegates  include  the  region’s  mis-  The  meeting  will  begin  with  the 
sional  fund,  which  supports  SE-  “state  of  the  jurisdiction”  episcopal 
MAR  (Southeastern  Methodists  for  address  by  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick  Jr., 
Rehabilitation),  Volunteers-in-Mis-  (Raleigh  Area).  James  W.  Holsinger 
sion,  archives  and  history,  Hinton  of  Arlington,  Va.,  president  of  the 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Associa¬ 
tion  bf  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders,  will  give  the  laity  address. 

It  will  end  with  the  new  bishops’ 
consecration  service  on  Saturday, 
July  18,  at  10  a.m.,  in  the  George  R. 
Stuart  Auditorium. 

Endorsed  candidates  are: 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  Holston 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Marion  M.  Edwards,  South 
Georgia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Fannin,  Florida 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kimbrough, 
North  Georgia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Marshall  L.  “Jack”  Mea¬ 
dors  Jr.,  South  Carolina  conference. 

The  Rev.  William  W.  Morris,  Ten¬ 
nessee  conference. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  E.  NeSmith  Sr., 
Virginia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Reginald  W.  Ponder,  North 
Carolina  conference. 

The  Rev.  Herchel  H.  Sheets,  North 
Georgia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  Alabama- 
West  Florida  conference. 


Sizes  of  delegations 
from  annual  conferences 


Virginia . 70 

Florida . ..64 

Western  North  Carolina . 60 

North  Georgia . . . 50 

South  Carolina . 48 

North  Carolina . 44 

Mississippi . 40 

Holston . 38 

North  Alabama . 36 

South  Georgia . 32 

Alabama-W.  Florida . 28 

Tennessee . 24 

Memphis . 20 

Louisville . 18 

Kentucky . 16 

Red  Bird . 4 


South  Central  faces  biggest  task 
to  elect  6 — maybe  7! — bishops 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 


Six  elections  for  sure — the  largest 
in  “the  class  of  ’92” — and  maybe 
even  seven  face  the  378  delegates  to 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Sizes  of  delegations 
from  annual  conferences 


Texas . 50 

Oklahoma . 42 


Louisiana . 28 

North  Texas . 28 

Southwest  Texas . 26 

Central  Texas . 24 

Kansas  West . 24 

Missouri  West . 24 

Nebraska . 24 

Missouri  East . 20 

Kansas  East . 18 

North  Arkansas . 18 

Northwest  T  exas . 18 

Little  Rock . 14 

New  Mexico . 12 

Oklahoma  Indian 

Missionary . 4 

Rio  Grande . 4 


the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  July  13-16  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas. 

Six  is  not  only  the  largest  group  to 
be  elected  anywhere  in  the  church, 
it’s  also  the  largest  in  the  53-year  his¬ 
tory  of  this  eight-state  region. 

Retirements  create  the  six  vacan¬ 
cies.  Retiring  are  Bishops  Ernest  T. 
Dixon  (San  Antonio  Area),  Ken¬ 
neth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area),  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area),  Ben  Oli- 
phint  (Houston  Area),  Louis  W. 
Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas- 
New  Mexico  Area)  and  John  W. 
Russell  (Fort  Worth  Area). 

Also  retiring  is  the  Rev.  Earl  B. 
Carter  as  the  conference’s  executive 
director.  The  Rev.  L.  Ray  Branton 
of  Louisiana  is  nominated  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him  as  of  Sept.  1. 

If  the  conference  accepts  recom¬ 
mendations  of  its  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  Mr.  Branton’s  title  will 
become  executive  director  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  administration. 

The  intent,  Mr.  Carter  told  the 
Reporter,  is  to  put  more  emphasis 
on  mission  such  as  the  jurisdiction’s 
volunteers-in-mission  program  and 
its  Korean  ministry  and  less  on 
meetings. 

Toward  that  end,  the  jurisdiction 
is  expected  to  reduce  its  council  on 
ministries  from  65  to  30  and  its 
council  on  finance  and  administra¬ 
tion  from  29  to  22  or  23. 

The  possibility  of  a  new  episcopal 
area — and  thus  a  seventh  elec¬ 
tion — comes  from  actions  by  the 
Kansas  West,  Kansas  East,  Missou¬ 


ri  West  and  Missouri  East  confer¬ 
ences.  They  favor  creating  a  Kansas 
City  Area  made  up  of  part  of  the 
present  Kansas  East  conference  and 
part  of  the  Missouri  West  confer¬ 
ence.  A  new  Wichita,  Kan.,  Area 
would  include  the  remainder  of 
Kansas,  and  a  new  St.  Louis  Area 
would  include  the  remainder  of 
Missouri.  Presently  the  two  Kansas 
conferences  are  in  the  Kansas  Area 
and  the  two  Missouri  conferences  in 
the  Missouri  Area. 

One  new  influence  upon  the 
South  Central  conference  is  the  Co¬ 
alition  for  an  Inclusive  Episcopacy. 
Organized  last  February,  it  consists 
of  representatives  from  a  women’s 
leadership  team,  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal,  the  church’s 
national  Hispanic  caucus  known  as 
MARCHA  and  the  Rio  Grande  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  coalition  has  expressed  its 
commitment  that  “the  first  persons 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  at  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  in  1992 
will  be  African-American,  Hispanic 
and  women.” 

Endorsed  candidates  for  the  episco¬ 
pacy  in  the  South  Central  jurisdiction 
as  of  the  Reporter’s  press  time  are: 

The  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins,  Nebraska 
conference. 

The  Rev.  George  Calvin,  Louisiana 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey,  Kansas  East 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Luther  W.  Henry  Sr.,  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  conference. 

The  Rev.  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  South¬ 
west  Texas  conference. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Hutchinson,  New  Mexi¬ 
co  conference. 

The  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  Rio  Grande 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Fritz  Mutti,  Missouri  West 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Louisiana 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Ray  Owen,  Oklahoma  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Jean  Scott,  Missouri  East 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Ann  B.  Shearer,  Texas  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Neil  Stein,  Missouri  East 
conference. 

The  Rev.  David  Wilson,  Little  Rock 
conference. 

The  Rdv.  Joe  Wilson,  Texas  confer¬ 
ence. 


m 


Jurisdictional  delegates 
play  key  roles 


Duties  of  delegates  from  annual  conferences  to 
jurisdictional  conference: 

■  Interview  and  assess  candidates  for  bishop. 

■  Elect  bishops. 

■  Approve  bishops’  assignments. 

■  Act  upon  other  jurisdictional  matters. 


16  bishops  retire  this  year 
from  active  episcopacy 


£ 

Edsel  A.  Ammons 


Ernest  W.  Newman 


Ben  R.  Oliphint 


John  W.  Russell 


W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 


Ernest  A.  Fitzgerald 


in 

Leroy  C.  Hodapp 


Charles  W.  Hancock 


Rueben  P.  Job 


Ernest  T.  Dixon 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 


watch 


APOLOGY  MADE:  This  year’s  com¬ 
mencement  service  for  students  at  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  included  an  apology  for  the  bad  associa¬ 
tions  Native  Americans  have  with  the  church 
where  the  service  was  held.  The  site  of  the  May 
29  graduation  ceremony,  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  was  also  the  place  where  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  the  Rev.  John  Chivington,  who  held  a 
post  comparable  to  today’s  Methodist  district 
superintendents,  was  held  in  1894.  Several  his¬ 
tories  of  Colorado  indicate  that  Chivington 
gave  up  his  preaching  ministry  to  enlist  in  the 
territory’s  volunteer  infantry  in  the  1860s  and 
that  he  led  an  attack  in  which  more  than  500 
Cheyennes  were  killed. 


WHO  GETS  THE  VOTE?  Protestant 

voters  will  probably  vote  for  George  Bush  in  the 
fall  despite  a  split  on  the  abortion  issue  between 
evangelical  and  mainline  Protestants.  That  is 
one  finding  of  a  survey  released  in  Washington 
recently  by  the  National  Association  of  Evan¬ 
gelicals.  “Conservative  Protestants  offer  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  a  bulwark  against  his  other 
difficulties,  particularly  if  there  is  a  three-way 
race  in  November,”  said  John  Green  of  the  Ray 
•C.  Bliss  Institute  of  Applied  Politics  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Akron,  which  conducted  the  survey. 
’  “But  abortion  could  be  the  proverbial  leak  in 
the  dike.”  H.  Ross  Perot  was  not  named  in  the 
survey,  but  the  survey  found  20  percent  of  the 
total  sample  supporting  a  potential  independent 
'  candidacy  in  a  three-way  race. 

WHO'S  ON  SECOND?  Second  Cum- 
‘berland  Presbyterian  Church,  a  small  African- 
American  denomination,  has  voted  to  change 
•its  name  to  remove  the  connotation  of  being  a 
'"second-place”  church.  At  the  church's  1 1 8th 
'General  Assembly  recently  in  Huntsville,  Ala., 
delegates  voted  to  change  the  20,000-member 
denomination’s  name  to  Cumberland  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  America. 

GENERATE  HATRED:  Extremist  politi¬ 
cal  movements  of  both  the  left  and  the  right  are 
using  the  riots  touched  off  by  the  Los  Angeles 
police  trial  verdict  in  late  April  as  a  pretext  to 
generate  hatred  against  the  police  and  govern¬ 
ment.  That  is  the  assessment  of  the  Anti-Defa¬ 
mation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith,  according  to  a 
report  released  recently  in  New  York.  “Extrem¬ 
ist  groups  are  looking  to  capitalize  on  a  white 
'backlash  in  this  country,  and  we  fear  the  riot 
may  strengthen  their  impact,”  said  Melvin  Sal- 
berg,  the  league's  national  chairman  and  Abra¬ 
ham  H.  Foxman,  the  league’s  national  director, 
in  releasing  the  1 2-page  report. 


Church  on  revolutionary  'quest'  with 
Total  Quality  Management  approach 


" The  annual 
conference  has  got  to 
train,  nurture  and 
support  the  professional 
leadership  of  the 
congregations  and  to 
equip  them  to  do  their 
job  well." 

— The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

PLANO,  Texas — A  band  of 
revolutionaries  swept  into  Texas 
from  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
largest  program  agencies  recently 
and  stirred  up  some  dust. 

They’re  raising  similar  dust  in 
other  soirees  around  the  church, 
too. 

The  mission  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  staffers  on 
their  most  recent  invasion  was  to 
encourage  a  group  of  North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  and  their  guests  to 
consider  a  “radically  different” 
form  of  church  leadership. 

To  emphasize  the  uniqueness 
of  the  proposal,  the  board’s  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones,  repeated  “Radically  differ¬ 
ent!”  He  and  others  have  dubbed 
this  form  of  leadership  “Quest 
for  Quality.” 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PLANO,  Texas — Is  the  United 
Methodist  apportionment  system 
broken? 

It  is  at  least  flawed,  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  head  of  one  of 
the  church’s  major  program 
agencies,  told  a  recent  gathering 
of  lay  and  clergy  in  Plano. 

Among  problems  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  system,  according  to  Dr. 
Jones: 

■  The  general  church  does  not 
listen  to  the  people  who  pay  the 
apportionments  (members  of  lo¬ 
cal  congregations).  Rather,  it  lis¬ 
tens  to  the  people  who  spend  it. 

■  The  general  church  does  not 
involve  people  personally  in  de¬ 
termining  how  apportionments 
are  spent. 

“Trusting  some  agency  some 


Dr.  Jones  and  other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  who  use  this  management 
style  within  the  Discipleship 
board  are  proposing  it  for  inter¬ 


place  to  make  a  wise  decision  on 
how  to  the  spend  the  money 
wisely  is  an  old  paradigm,”  Dr. 
Jones  said. 

“Now  people  are  saying,  ‘If 
you  want  my  money,  you  want 
me,  too.’  ” 

■  Many  congregations  fail  in  the 
primary  task  of  faith  development. 

■  General  church  agencies  rep¬ 
resent  a  kind  of  elitism. 

“We  (in  the  general  agencies) 
have  come  to  believe  we  know 
how  to  spend  (the  church’s  mon¬ 
ey)  better  than  anybody  else,” 
Dr.  Jones  concluded. 

Dr.  Jones  recommends  a  Dent¬ 
ing  approach  to  agency  and  an¬ 
nual  conference  management  to 
address  some  of  these  problems 
(see  related  article  above). 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


ested  annual  conferences  through 
“Quest  for  Quality”  seminars 
like  the  one  in  Plano. 

This  management  style  is  pop¬ 
ularly  known  in  the  business 
world  as  “Total  Quality  Manage¬ 
ment”  or  TQM. 

According  to  this  system’s  ad¬ 
herents,  any  organization  has 
“Total  Quality  Management” 
when  it  meets  or  exceeds  clients’ 
expectations  and  relentlessly 
seeks  to  improve  performance. 

The  Total  Quality  Manage¬ 
ment  litany — practiced  by  such 
organizations  as  General  Elec¬ 
tric,  IBM  and  Xerox — stresses: 

■  Clarity  of  mission 

■  Commitment  to  quality 
from  the  top  down 

■  Continuous  improvement 

■  Empowered  people 

■  Evident  leadership 

■  Constant  training 

The  concept  was  brought  to 
public  awareness  in  Japan  in 
,1950  when  W.  Edward  Deming, 
a  U.S.  citizen,  delivered  an  eight- 


day  course  of  lectures  on  quality 
improvement  to  the  Japanese  to 
help  them  rebuild  after  World 
War  II. 

Since  then,  Dr.  Deming  has 
been  widely  credited  for  helping 
revitalize  Japanese  industry. 

Used  by  non-profit  groups 

The  “quality  movement,”  de¬ 
veloped  by  Dr.  Deming  and  a 
host  of  others,  spread  to  U.S.  pri¬ 
vate  industry  and  public  service 
companies  and  recently  has  been 
adopted  by  many  non-profit  org- 
nizations. 

Dr.  Jones  says  he  believes  that 
Total  Quality  Management  tech¬ 
niques  can  be  valuable  for  the 
church,  perhaps  at  all  levels  but 
specifically  at  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  level. 

Although  few  pastors  and  al¬ 
most  no  lay  people  seem  to  be¬ 
lieve  it,  Dr.  Jones  said,  the 
annual  conference  is  essential  if 
vital  ministry  is  to  take  place  in 
the  congregations. 

“The  annual  conference  has 
got  to  train,  nurture  and  support 
the  professional  leadership  of  the 
congregations  and  to  equip  them 
to  do  their  job  well,”  he  said. 

All  is  not  well 

But  there  are  warning  signs  in 
the  annual  conferences  that  all  is 
not  well,  he  added. 

Some  of  these  signs,  which 
were  suggested  by  the  seminar 
participants,  are  low  morale,  dis¬ 
trust  of  the  system,  reluctance  of 
clergy  to  move  to  a  new  assign¬ 
ment,  unwillingness  to  pay  ap¬ 
portionments  and  ignoring  the 
church’s  book  of  laws. 

“Some  are  saying  the  connec- 
tional  system  (which  links  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations 
through  annual  conferences  to  a 
global  network)  doesn’t  work  any 
more,”  Dr.  Jones  said.  “When 
we  have  a  system  that  doesn’t 
work,  we  need  to  fix  the  system.” 


By  strengthening  annual  con¬ 
ference  leadership  through  total 
quality  management,  he  contin¬ 
ued,  the  ministry  of  congrega¬ 
tions  can  be  strengthened. 

This  management  style,  by  its 
very  nature,  would  cause  annual 
conference  leadership  to  focus 
with  greater  clarity  on  its  central 
mission,  or  “core  process.”  This 
was  seen  by  the  Discipleship  staff 
as  "equipping  pastors  and  other 
professional  leadership  to  equip 
congregations  for  ministry.” 

This  intense  focus  on  congrega¬ 
tional  leadership  would  involve 
continual  training  of  pastors  to 
empower  them,  and  continual 
spiritual  and  nurturing  support  for 
them.  It  also  includes  recruiting, 
training  and  testing  the  call  of  can¬ 
didates  for  ministry. 

This  horizontal  method  of 
leadership  also  calls  for  greater 
participation  of  the  people  on  the 
front  lines — in  this  case,  local 
church  pastors  and  members  of 
congregations — in  determining 
their  needs  and  solving  specific 
problems  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  local  congregations. 

Use  of  the  Total  Quality  Man¬ 
agement  method  could  have  a 
dramatic  impact  on  the  appoint¬ 
ment  system. 

Several  participants  attending 
the  seminar  agreed  such  a  change 
would  indeed  “revolutionize” 
annual  conferences. 

Other  conferences  looking  at 
that  model  of  leadership  are  in 
Kentucky,  New  Jersey,  Illinois 
and  Iowa. 


Special  Report 

See  Pages  2  and  3  of  this  issue 
for  a  special  report  on  the  five 
upcoming  United  Methodist 
jurisdictional  conferences  where 
the  church's  bishops  are  elected 
and  assigned. 


Apportionment  system? 
Broken  or  maybe  flawed 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance.  \ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  TENNESSEE  CON¬ 
FERENCE  United  Methodist  Foundation.  Avail¬ 
able  August  1,  1992.  Send  resume  to:  1808  West 
End  Ave.,  Suite  1001.  Nashville,  TN  37203,  Attn: 
Dr.  Harold  Andrews. 

THE  UNION  CHURCH  OF  SAN  JUAN,  Puerto 
Rico  is  seeking  a  new  pastor  for  an  English  speak- 
ing  interdenominational  and  international  con¬ 
gregation.  Write  to:  Search  Committee,  2310 
Calle  Laurel,  Santurce,  PR  00913. 

YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno¬ 
vative  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth 
for  1 200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke,  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh 
Lane.  Dallas.  TX  75229. 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  ASSISTANT,  30  hours 
weekly,  for  2200-member  growing  congregation. 
Other  than  organist  duties,  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  two  bell  choirs  and  one  children’s  choir,  49 
rank  4  manual  Moller.  Send  resume  by  July  15  to: 
Mr.  Tim  Ward,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-4669. 
(615)483-4357. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  full-time  position  for 
2.000-member  church.  Active  youth  program, 
varied  ministries,  multiple  staff.  Lay  or  clergy, 
salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Bob  Younts, 
First  UMC,  2300  Country  Club  Rd.,  Duncan, 
OK  73533.  (405)255-3353. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 
age  seasonal  worship  attendance  1,000  plus.  Or¬ 
ganist  position  also  available.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902,(813)332-1152. 

FOR  SALE:  48  PASSENGER,  1975  Chevrolet 
bus.  Automatic  transmission,  454  engine,  C-60 
chassie.  Good  condition.  S  1,500.  Please  contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  601  San  Juan, 
La  Junta,  CO  81050.  Phone:  (719)  384-7717. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  at  unique, 
progressive  congregation  with  600  worship  atten¬ 
dance  and  multiple  staff  team.  Energetic,  creative 
individual  needed  to  expand  and  strengthen  cur¬ 
rent  program  that  includes  work  camps,  retreats, 
musical  drama  and  nine-month  confirmation 
class.  Must  work  well  with  adult  volunteers  and 
with  youth.  Experience  required  in  these  program 
areas,  Compensation  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and  references  to: 
Dr,  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church.  4210  Austin  BlufTs  Pkwy.,  Colorado 
Springs.  CO  80918.  I 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  for 

2, 000-membcr  church  in  university  community. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Missouri  United 
Methodist  Church,  204  South  9th  Street.  Colum¬ 
bia.  MO  65201. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  to  plan,  develop,  and 
coordinate  activities  for  new  Family  Life  Center. 
Multiple  stafT  church  with  1500  members.  Quali¬ 
fications:  M.A.  In  Christian  education  or  equiva¬ 
lent  degree,  prior  experience,  enthusiastic,  and 
evangelical.  Salary  is  open.  Send  resume  to:  Mike 
Mayhugh,  2803  53rd  St..  Galveston.  TX  77551. 

CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  MINISTER.  The 
Hamilton  Park  United  Methodist  Church  serving 
the  North  Dallas  area  is  seeking  a  part-time  min¬ 
isterial  candidate  for  its  children  and  youth  pro¬ 
grams.  The  successful  candidate  will  be  required 
to  work  thirty  (30)  hours  per  week  and  must  have 
strong  interpersonal  skills  with  children  and 
youth,  knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist  doc¬ 
trine  and  be  able  to  work  independently  with  di¬ 
verse  groups.  All  applicants  should  submit  a  re¬ 
sume  to;  Mrs.  Lynda  Mayberry,  Personnel 
Committee,  Hamilton  Park  United  Methodist 
Church,  11881  Schroeder  Road,  Dallas,  TX 
75243-3656. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  con¬ 
gregation  with  musical  tastes  from  Medema  to 
Rutter  to  Bach  to  world  music.  Current  compre¬ 
hensive  program  includes  eight  choirs  and  five 
weekly  worship  services.  Must  love  people  and 
music,  work  well  with  recruiting  and  supervising 
volunteers,  and  be  able  to  expand  and  build  on 
current  program  in  growing  congregation  of  600 
worship  attendance,  Large  church  experience 
strongly  preferred.  Compensation  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and 
references  to:  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs 
Pkwy.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  675- 
member  church.  Position  is  full-time  with  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  children,  youth,  and  adult  min¬ 
istries.  Salary  commensurate  with  training  and 
experience.  Send  resume  to:  Bearden  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  11065,  Knoxville, 
TN  37939.  j 

CHILDREN'S  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  position 
at  large,  growing  church.  Send  resume  to:  Rever¬ 
end  James  R.  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row,  Ar¬ 
lington,  TX  76013. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES. 
Large,  suburban  church  seeks  experienced  Chris¬ 
tian  Educator  to  provide  leadership  and  direction 
for  its  dynamic,  growing  program.  Emphasis  on 
developing  volunteers  for  education  ministries 
and  other  program  areas.  Basic  Requirements: 
master's  degree;  certification  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion;  at  least  3-5  years  experience.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  Peggy  L. 
Hart,  Chairperson,  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  903  Forest  Avenue,  Richmond,  VA 
23229. 

PIANO  SOLOS!  Beautiful,  simplified  arrange¬ 
ments.  Favorite  hymns  and  contemporary  songs. 
For  Church,  Sunday  School,  Special  Occasions. 
Adaptable  for  organ.  "Easy  Piano  Solos  For  Wor¬ 
ship"  (13  pieces)  $4.95.  “Easy  Piano  Solos  For  The 
Church  Year"  (17  pieces).  $4.95.  Arranger.  Barbara 
Shirley.  Available:  Music  Stores,  Christian  Book 
Stores.  Publisher  Mel  Bay  1-80^325-9518. 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-condition¬ 
ed  lodging,  swimming.  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger 
cookout.  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call: 
(501) 253-8418  today! 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (part- 
time)  required  for  innovative  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
cultural  congregation  in  central  Los  Angeles.  Re¬ 
quires  strong  skills  as  organist  and  choir  director. 
Good  "people  skills"  essential  and  flexible  open 
attitude.  Ability  to  work  in  a  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
lingual  team  required.  Send  resume  by  July  10  to: 
Rev.  Alan  Jones,  Wilshire  UMC.  711  S.  Plym¬ 
outh  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90005. 

GATLINBURG.  4  BEDROOM  HOUSE.  Walk 
to  national  park  and  town.  Weekly  $400.  Furnish 
own  linens.  Margaret  Reasor,  Chilhowie,  VA 
24319.(703)  646-3528. 

WANTED  —  RETIRED  PASTOR  OR  LAY  per¬ 
son  to  be  caretaker  of  beautiful  historic  chapel  in 
secluded  area  of  east  Texas.  Nice  home  furnished 
in  exchange  for  light  duty.  For  details  call:  Aldous 
at:  (409)  560-2275  or  John  at  (409)  639-6902. 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI.  Country-family  music 

show  capital  of  the  world.  Over  40  country 
shows,  bass  and  trout  fishing,  theme  parks,  arts 
and  crafts.  40  minute  information  video.  1992 
Branson  theatre  and  activity  directory.  Bonus  — 
"See  America"  —  50%  discount  on  over  1200 
hotels  and  motels  across  America.  $29.95  plus 
S.&H.  Limited  offer.  1-800-457-3697.  VISA/MC. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries  (ordained  or  lay)  wanted  for 
2700-member  congregation.  Active  program, 
many  adult  volunteers,  excellent  facilities  includ¬ 
ing  new  gym.  Church  committed  to  youth  minis¬ 
try.  Salary  based  on  experience.  Contact:  Dr.  B. 
Michael  Watson,  Senior  Pastor.  Dauphin  Way 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6845,  Mo¬ 
bile.  AL  36660-0845.  (205)  471-1511. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

Veteran  not  abandoning 
longtime  civil-rights  fight 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

He  is  retiring  this  summer  from 
the  active  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
try,  but  one  of  the  church’s  best- 
known  civil-rights  leaders  served 
notice  in  his  final  sermon  June  14 
in  Atlanta  that  he  is  not  abandoning 
the  cause  he  has  championed  for 
more  than  40  years. 

According  to  wire  service  ac¬ 
counts,  the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery 
told  1,500  people  packed  into  Cas¬ 
cade  United  Methodist  Church  that 
the  country’s  social  woes  can  be 
traced  directly  to  governmental  in¬ 
difference. 

And,  he  continued,  while  the  na¬ 
tion  can  deal  with  a  lagging  econo¬ 
my,  “there  is  no  sanctuary  for  the 
soul  from  the  sorrow  of  the  society 
in  which  we  live.” 

The  Bush  administration,  he 
charged,  has  focused  on  interna¬ 
tional  concerns  while  failing  to  en¬ 
courage  creation  of  jobs  in  the 
United  States  and  extend  jobless 
benefits. 

As  to  Vice  President  Dan 
Quayle’s  “family  values,"  Mr.  Low¬ 
ery  was  quoted  as  saying,  “If  you’re 
concerned  about  the  family,  Mr. 
Quayle,  why  don’t  you  extend  the 
unemployment  benefits  so  children 
can  eat?” 

Mr.  Lowery  began  his  pastoral  ca¬ 
reer  in  1948  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  soon  was  on  the  civil-rights 
road  that  has  made  him  what  one 
writer  calls  “the  most  well-known 
Methodist  minister  to  emerge  as  a 


national  leader  of  the  civil-rights 
movement.”  He  moved  to  Atlanta 
in  1968. 

In  1957  Mr.  Lowery  joined  with 
the  Revs.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
and  Ralph  David  Abernathy  to 
found  the  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference  (SCLC).  He  was 
named  SCLC  chairman  in  1967  and 
president  in  1977. 

Although  he  has  reached  the 
mandatory  retirement  age  of  70  for 
United  Methodist  clergy,  Mr.  Low¬ 
ery  plans  to  continue  his  SCLC 
work.  He  told  an  interviewer  that 
support  of  civil  and  human  rights  is 
an  extension  of  his  pastoral  minis¬ 
try. 

A  tabulation  of  key  dates  in  his 
career  by  an  Atlanta  journalist  in¬ 
cludes: 

/Vindication  by  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  in  a  civil-rights-activ- 
ism  suit  brought  in  1952  by 
Alabama  officials; 

/  Leadership  in  efforts  to  deseg¬ 
regate  hotels  and  restaurants  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.; 

/The  1965  march  on  Selma, 
Ala.; 

/  Leadership  in  construction  of 
low-  and  moderate-income  housing 
by  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta; 

/  The  national  campaign  in  1982 
to  extend  the  federal  Voting  Rights 
Act. 

In  addition  to  his  heavy  civil- 
rights  schedule,  Mr.  Lowery  has 
seen  the  addition  of  almost  2,000 
new  members  to  Cascade  church  in 


Oklahoma  plans  outreach 
geared  to  unchurched  men 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


Meeting  in  its  early-June  session, 
the  United  Methodist  Oklahoma  An¬ 
nual  Conference  launched  among  its 
churches  a  unique  approach  to  evan¬ 
gelism,  with  a  special  emphasis  on 
reaching  unchurched  men. 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  appointed  the  Rev.  Woody 
Davis  as  the  conference’s  first 
teacher  of  evangelism. 

Dr.  Davis,  an  expert  in  evangelis¬ 


tic  outreach  and  communications 
from  North  Carolina,  will  teach 
pastors  and  laypersons  how  to  “re¬ 
late  their  faith  to  other  persons.” 

Bishop  Solomon  predicted  that 
Dr.  Davis’  work  will  be  “one  of  the 
most  unifying  efforts  in  our  confer¬ 
ence’s  history.” 

Dr.  Davis  received  a  doctorate  in 
missiology  and  communications  in 
a  joint  program  of  Asbury  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  and 
the  University  of  Kentucky. 
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The  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery  says  mandatory  retirement  age  70  from 
the  active  United  Methodist  ministry  won't  curtail  his  decades-long 
leadership  in  the  civil-rights  movement  (see  accompanying  story). 


six  years,  and  has  overseen  plans  to 
build  a  new  church.  Land  has  been 
purchased,  tentative  designs  drawn, 
and  about  $1.3  million  raised  for 
the  work. 

With  retirement,  he  told  Gary 


Pomerantz  of  the  "Atlanta  Journal 
and  Constitution,”  "I  will  be  a 
shepherd  without  a  designated 
flock.  To  any  minister,  that’s  a  fun¬ 
ny  feeling,  and  I  don’t  know  how 
I’m  going  to  react  to  it.” 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAXi  (214)  830-0079 


Faith  dimensions  5  4^ 

The  United  Methodist  Mai  Tx 

REPORTER 


Vietnam  Veterans  wall 
elicits  multiple  stories 


The  story  of  four  brave  chaplains 

Nearly  50  years  later,  many  remember  bravery  on  torpedoed  ship 


3«U  N I  ThTstaT  E  SpOSTA?TE  3* 


The  original  Four  Chaplains  stamp,  honoring  four  men  who  lost  their  lives  in  1943  aboard  the  S.S.  Dor¬ 
chester,  was  issued  in  1948.  A  campaign  is  underway  to  have  it  reissued  in  1993. 


By  VICTOR  M.  PARACHIN 

It  happened  nearly  50  years  ago. 

On  the  night  of  Feb.  3,  1943,  the 
U.S.  troop  ship  Dorchester  was 
moving  through  the  cold  waters 
from  Newfoundland  toward  an 
American  base  in  Greenland.  The 
ship  was  crowded  to  capacity  with 
904  soldiers. 

Captain  Hans  J.  Danielson  knew 
he  was  in  dangerous  waters.  Ger¬ 
man  U-boats  constantly  prowled 
these  vital  sea  lanes.  Several  ships 
had  been  sunk.  The  sonar  on  one  of 
his  escorts  had  detected  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  submarine. 

Although  the  Dorchester  was 
within  150  miles  of  its  destination, 
the  captain  ordered  the  men  to 
sleep  in  their  clothing  with  lifejack¬ 
ets  nearby.  Those  sleeping  deep  in 
the  hold  disregarded  the  order, 
however,  because  of  the  heat  from 
the  engines. 

Torpedoes  hit  at  12:55  a.m. 

At  12:55  a.m.,  torpedoes  struck 
the  ship’s  starboard  side.  The  hit 
was  decisive.  The  Dorchester  would 
sink  in  less  than  an  hour. 

Captain  Danielson  gave  the  order 
to  abandon  ship. 

Panic  and  chaos  set  in.  Scores  of 
men  were  killed  in  the  detonation, 
and  many  more  were  seriously 
wounded. 

Others,  stunned  by  the  explosion, 
were  groping  in  the  darkness.  Those 
sleeping  without  clothing  rushed 
topside  to  be  confronted  by  a  blast 
of  Arctic  air  and  the  knowledge  of 
death. 

With  the  Dorchester’s  radio 
knocked  out  by  the  blast,  the  three 
escort  ships  sailed  on,  unaware  of 
the  disaster. 

According  to  eyewitnesses,  men 
jumped  from  the  ship  into  lifeboats, 
overcrowding  them  and  causing 
several  to  capsize. 

Rafts,  tossed  overboard,  drifted 
off  before  anyone  could  get  in. 

Four  chaplains  emerged 

In  the  panic  and  pandemonium 
on  a  burning,  sinking  vessel  the  one 
point  of  hope,  according  to  those 
present,  came  from  four  army  chap¬ 
lains:  the  Revs.  George  L.  Fox, 
Methodist;  John  P.  Washington, 
Roman  Catholic;  Clark  V.  Poling, 
Dutch  Reformed,  and  Rabbi 


Alexander  D.  Goode. 

Quickly  and  quietly  the  four  men 
spread  out  among  the  soldiers.  They 
tried  to  calm  the  frightened,  tend  to 
the  wounded  and  guide  the  disori¬ 
ented  toward  safety. 

“Witnesses  of  that  terrible  night 
remember  hearing  the  four  men  of¬ 
fer  prayers  for  the  dying  and  en¬ 
couragement  for  those  who  would 
live,’’  reports  Wyatt  R.  Fox,  son  of 
the  Methodist  chaplain. 

One  witness.  Pvt.  William  B. 
Bednar,  found  himself  floating  in 
oil-smeared  water.  All  around  him 
were  dead  bodies  and  debris. 

“I  could  hear  men  crying,  plead¬ 
ing  and  praying,”  he  later  recalled. 
“I  could  hear  the  chaplains  preach¬ 
ing  courage.  Their  voices  were  the 
only  thing  that  kept  me  going.” 

After  most  of  the  men  arrived 
topside,  the  chaplains  opened  a 
storage  locker  and  distributed  life 
jackets. 

'Finest  thing  I've  seen' 

Then,  according  to  eyewitness, 
when  there  were  no  more  life  jack¬ 
ets  to  distribute,  the  chaplains  re¬ 
moved  their  own  and  gave  them  to 


four  frightened  young  men. 

“It  was  the  finest  thing  I  have 
ever  seen  or  hope  to  see  this  side  of 
heaven,”  said  survivor  John  Ladd. 

As  the  ship  went  down,  survivors 
in  nearby  lifeboats  could  see  the 
four  chaplains  bracing  themselves 
against  the  slanting  deck.  Their 
arms  were  linked,  their  heads 
bowed. 

The  Dorchester  carried  the  four 
chaplains  and  668  soldiers  and  sail¬ 
ors  to  their  death. 

When  the  news  reached  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  the  nation  was  stunned 
both  by  the  magnitude  of  the  loss 
and  the  magnificent  conduct  of  the 
four  brave  chaplains. 

In  1947,  Daniel  A.  Poling,  father 
of  one  of  the  Dorchester  chaplains, 
formed  a  non-profit  organization 
known  as  the  Chapel  of  Four  Chap¬ 
lains.  His  vision  was  not  simply  a 
memorial  but  a  living  program  to 
promote  interfaith  and  interethnic 
cooperation. 

On  Feb.  3,  1951,  President  Harry 
S.  Truman  dedicated  the  chapel  in 
the  Baptist  Temple  on  the  campus  of 
Temple  University  in  Philadephia. 

The  chapel  had  a  unique  revolv¬ 


ing  tri-faith  altar  and  a  mural  de¬ 
picting  the  four  chaplains  in  the 
midst  of  the  Dorchester  disaster. 

Over  the  years,  the  temple  fell  into 
disrepair  and  had  to  be  closed  to  the 
public,  forcing  the  chapel  to  move. 

New  chapel  to  be  built 

A  new  200-seat  Chapel  of  Four 
Chaplains  will  be  built  near  Valley 
Forge  (Penn.)  National  Historical 
Park,  according  to  the  chapel’s 
board  of  directors. 

The  complex  will  include  an  in¬ 
terfaith  place  of  worship,  a  museum 
for  Dorchester  memorabilia  and  a 
research  center,  a  study  center  for 
interfaith  dialogue,  and  a  place  for 
the  tri-faith  revolving  altar  and  the 
Four  Chaplains  mural. 

In  the  meantime,  the  story  of  the 
chaplains  continues  to  be  told 
through  the  Chapel’s  ongoing  pro¬ 
grams  to  promote  interfaith/inter¬ 
ethnic  cooperation  and 
understanding. 

The  Rev.  Victor  M.  Parachin  is  a 
free-lance  writer  and  author  in  Elk 
Grove  Village ,  III.  Associate  Editor 
Diane  Huie  Balay  contributed  to 
this  article. 


Orthodox  priest  presses  for  reforms 


By  BILL  BOYE 

Religious  News  Service 

MOSCOW — Shortly  before  Boris 
Yeltsin  left  for  his  recent  state  visit 
to  the  United  States,  a  bearded  man 
in  a  long,  black  robe  stood  among 
his  colleagues  in  Moscow  to  bestow 
a  blessing  on  the  embattled  Russian 
president. 

Those  in  the  Russian  parliament 
building  fell  still  as  the  Rev.  Gleb  Ya¬ 
kunin — Orthodox  priest,  former  dis¬ 
sident  and  now  legislator — stepped 
up  to  the  microphone. 

‘it’s  time  to  get  on  with  the  demo¬ 
cratic  reforms,”  he  said,  speaking  to 
a  meeting  of  a  pro-Yeltsin  coalition. 

Directed  at  hard-liners 

Mr.  Yakunin’s  remarks  were  di¬ 
rected  mainly  at  hard-liners,  some 
of  whom  were  present,  who  have 
frustrated  many  of  Mr.  Yeltsin’s 
moves  toward  a  market  economy. 

That  Mr.  Yakunin  was  even  let 
into  the  Russian  White  House,  the 
marble  headquarters  of  parliament, 
is  one  measure  of  the  recent  up¬ 
heavals  in  Russian  life. 

The  58-year-old  priest  spent  most 
of  the  1980s  in  prison  and  internal  ex¬ 
ile.  Now  he  spends  his  days  as  a  law¬ 
maker  who  represents  a  million  voters 
in  Moscow’s  northeast  suburbs. 

Yet,  Mr.  Yakunin  the  insider  has 
preserved  his  image  as  the  ultimate 
outsider.  He  has  emerged  as  a  lead¬ 
er  of  parliament’s  radical  forces,  op¬ 
posed  to  the  old  guard  of  former 
Communists  who  still  control  the 
legislative  body. 

Opposes  church  leaders 

He  has  also  stayed  in  opposition 
to  the  old  order  in  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church.  His  investigations 
into  KGB  activities  have  turned  up 
•  evidence  that  top  church  leaders 
served  as  agents  of  the  dreaded  se- 
;  cret  police  before  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union. 

When  asked  if  he  still  considers 
himself,  in  some  ways,  a  dissident, 
Mr.  Yakunin  replied  in  an  inter- 


" It's  time  to  get  on  with  the  democratic  reforms." 

— The  Rev.  Gleb  Yakunin 
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MOSCOW— An  elderly 
Moscovite  eats  a  bowl  of  soup  at 
a  local  charity  kitchen. 
Orthodox  priest  Gleb  Yakunin 
says  reforms  aren't  moving  fast 
enough  in  his  country  (see 
accompanying  story). 

view  in  Moscow,  “Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  yes.” 

For  their  part,  Mr.  Yakunin’s  foes 
still  treat  him  as  a  kind  of  dissident. 

In  what  sounded  like  a  blast  from 
the  Cold  War  past,  a  leader  of  par¬ 
liament’s  dominant  conservative 
forces  said  at  a  May  27  news  confer¬ 
ence  that  Mr.  Yakunin  had  "re¬ 
vealed  state  secrets  to  the 
Americans.” 

The  lawmaker,  Nicoloi  Ryabov, 
was  referring  to  Mr.  Yakunin’s 
March  visit  to  the  United  States. 
The  priest  had  brought  with  him 
newly  uncovered  KGB  files. 

Church  officials  have  been  no  less 


sparing  in  their  criticism.  When 
asked  about  Mr.  Yakunin,  the  Rev. 
Vitaly  Borovoy,  a  spokesman  for 
the  Moscow  Patriarchate,  referred 
to  former  religious  dissidents  in 
general. 

He  said  some  of  what  they  say 
may  be  true,  but  that  they  seek  “not 
to  renew  the  church  with  their  criti¬ 
cism  but  to  tear  it  into  pieces.”  Mr. 
Borovoy  would  not  comment  spe¬ 
cifically  on  the  KGB  files. 

Mr.  Yakunin’s  life  of  dissent  be¬ 
gan  in  1965.  when  he  wrote  open 
letters  to  leaders  of  church  and 
state.  He  protested  the  state’s  re¬ 
pression  of  religion  and  the 
church’s  silence  in  the  face  of  it. 

Sent  to  prison,  then  exile 

He  was  arrested  in  November 
1979  after  founding  the  Christian 
Committee  for  the  Defense  of  the 
Rights  of  Religious  Believers.  He 
spent  five  years  in  prison  and  three 
more  in  forced  exile. 

In  1990,  with  the  advent  of  free 
elections,  Mr.  Yakunin  decided  to 
run  for  a  seat  in  the  Supreme  Soviet 
of  the  Russian  Republic.  At  a  re¬ 
gional  meeting  in  Moscow,  howev¬ 
er,  800  church  leaders,  priests  and 
bishops  voted  to  bar  Mr.  Yakunin 
from  running  for  office. 

“I  paid  no  attention  to  this  prohibi¬ 
tion,”  Mr.  Yakunin  recalled  in  an  in¬ 
terview  speaking  through  a  translator. 

Church  leaders  were  so  irritated 
by  Mr.  Yakunin’s  rebuff  that  they 
recruited  a  monk  to  run  against 
him.  Father  Dimitri  Kapalin  of  the 
Moscow  Theological  Academy  lost 
to  Mr.  Yakunin  in  a  two-way  runoff 
election.  He  was  later  named  a  bish¬ 
op  in  Siberia.  Most  observers  saw 
the  appointment  as  a  promotion, 
not  punishment. 


Then  came  the  abortive  coup  by 
old-line  Communists  last  August. 
At  the  time,  the  coup  plotters  drew 
up  a  long  list  of  names  of  people  to 
be  arrested.  Mr.  Yakunin’s  name 
appeared  in  bold  letters  along  with 
a  dozen  other  names,  later  pub¬ 
lished  in  newspapers. 

Blessed  demonstrators 

He  and  other  reformers  occupied 
the  Russian  parliament  building 
throughout  the  three-day  coup. 

He  was  further  linked  with  Mr. 
Yeltsin  when  the  Russian  president, 
in  a  memorable  scene  outside  the 
building,  stood  atop  an  army  tank 
with  a  bullhorn.  Nearby,  Mr.  Ya¬ 
kunin  blessed  pro-Yeltsin  demon¬ 
strators  and,  with  another  priest, 
served  holy  communion. 

Ten  months  later,  Mr.  Yakunin 
and  other  reformers  still  find  them¬ 
selves  in  confrontation  with  the  old 
apparatchiks  who  ran  the  Soviet 
state,  including  the  industrial  mo¬ 
nopolies  that  remain  in  place.  Some 
of  these  conservatives  have  recently 
pushed  their  way  into  Mr.  Yeltsin’s 
own  government. 

“Thereis  a  general  atmosphere  of 
struggle  now.”  said  Mr.  Yakunin. 

“The  old  forces  still  want  to  come 
back  and  take  revenge.  They  want 
to  close  everything  down  and  revive 
the  totalitarian  system.” 


Poem  of  the  week 

Home  Port 

From  the  seas  of  Dread, 

Where  turmoil  threatens. 

After  many  hapless  days, 

We  make  port,  at  last, 

To  anchor  in  the  harbor 
Of  your  promise; 

Finding  the  great  reward 
Has  nothing  to  do  with  treasure. 
Nor  self  worthiness 
A  means  to  gamer  it. 

—CLARENCE  W1LSON-STEWART 


By  RANDALL  BALMER 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— I  find  myself 
drawn  to  it,  like  some  hapless  sum¬ 
mer  insect  to  a  flame. 

Like  millions  of  other  visitors  to 
this  city,  I  find  the  stark  and  elegant 
simplicity  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Memorial  irresistible. 

The  monument  itself,  known 
popularly  as  “the  wall,”  is  striking, 
with  panel  after  panel  of  polished 
black  granite,  each  panel  bearing 
the  names  of  Americans  lost  or 
missing  in  Vietnam. 

There  are  nearly  60,000  names, 
all  told,  and  my  initial  reaction  is 
always  to  be  overwhelmed  by  the 
scale  of  the  monument. 

Numbers  don't  tell  all 

But  the  numbers  alone  cannot  tell 
the  whole  story.  It  is  only  when  you 
examine  the  individual  names  that 
the  magnitude  of  our  collective  loss 
begins  to  sink  in. 

Each  etching  represents  a  life  cut 
down  in  its  prime,  boys  with  names 
like  James  and  Carl  and  Manuel 
and  Howard  and  Bobby  Lee. 

Then  you  consider  the  toll  on  in¬ 
dividuals:  parents  and  wives  and 
siblings  and  children  whose  lives 
will  never  be  the  same. 

Young  men  who  never  got  the 
chance  to  teach  their  sons  how  to 
throw  a  baseball  or  attend  their 
daughters’  track  meets  or  watch 
their  children  fall  in  love. 

All  of  the  mothers  forced  to  con¬ 
front  an  empty  chair  every  Thanks¬ 
giving  for  the  balance  of  their  lives. 

You  begin  to  grasp  the  individual 
dimensions  of  this  loss  when  you 
visit  the  wall.  Visitors  and  mourn¬ 
ers  leave  offerings  there — a  small 
flag,  a  military  medal,  a  photo¬ 
graph,  a  bunch  of  flowers,  a  few 
lines  of  doggerel,  a  handwritten 
note  that  begins  “Dear  Daddy” — 
tiny  oblations  meant  to  placate  the 
unnamed  force  that  has  forever  al¬ 
tered  their  lives. 

Many  leave  with  rubbings  of  the 
names  of  loved  ones;  most  leave 
with  a  dull  ache  somewhere  deep 


inside  them. 

And  in  snippets  of  conversation 
you  hear  people,  these  many  years 
later,  still  trying  to  assess  their  loss. 

'We  were  engaged' 

“He  took  me  to  the  senior  prom,” 
said  a  middle-aged  woman  with  a 
couple  of  teenagers  in  tow.  “We 
were  engaged  a  year  later,  but  they 
shipped  him  off  to  ’Nam  before  we 
got  married.”  Her  voice  trailed  off. 
“He  never  came  back.” 

“He  was  my  brother,”  a  woman 
from  Mississippi  explained  to  her 
young  daughter,  pointing  to  a  name 
on  the  granite.  “That  means  he 
would  have  been  your  uncle.” 

A  man  in  his  late  60s  turned  to 
his  wife. 

“Let’s  see,”  he  said,  “he  was  bom 
in  ’47,”  and  the  man  abruptly  be¬ 
came  silent  as  he  and  the  boy’s 
mother  prepared  a  mental  tally  of 
the  years  they’d  lost. 

A  woman  named  Margaret  from 
North  Platte,  Neb.,  addressed  her 
friend  and  traveling  companion. 

“I  dated  him  in  high  school,”  she 
said,  “but  we  went  our  separate 
ways.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was 
at  our  10th  high  school  reunion. 
He’d  gone  to  West  Point  and  be¬ 
came  an  officer.  We  promised  to 
stay  in  touch.” 

'I  cried  for  a  week' 

She  traced  the  name  with  her  fin¬ 
ger.  “I  must  have  cried  for  a  week 
when  I  heard  the  news.” 

This  is  not  a  diatribe  about  the 
immorality  of  war,  about  just-war 
theory  or  the  use  of  force.  1  neither 
pretend  nor  aspire  to  be  a  theolo¬ 
gian  or  a  moral  philosopher.  There 
are  others  far  more  capable  of  sus¬ 
taining  that  debate  than  I. 

But  a  visit  to  the  Vietnam  Memori¬ 
al  in  Washington  should  remind  us  of 
the  consequences  of  our  actions. 

Everyone  in  Washington  seems  to 
have  a  constitutional  amendment  to 
propose  these  days.  I’d  like  to  add  my 
own;  Before  any  president  can  order 
military  action  he  must  first  pay  a  vis¬ 
it  to  the  Vietnam  Memorial. 


History  of  Hymns 


'Soldier  of  the  cross' 
has  Dissenter  origins 


Am  I  a  soldier  of  the  cross. 

A  follower  of  the  Lamb. 

And  shall  I  fear  to  own  his  cause, 

Or  blush  to  speak  his  name? 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Isaac  Watts,  pastor  of  the  Mark 
Lane  Independent  Chapel  in  Lon¬ 
don,  usually  wrote  a  hymn  each 
week  to  climax  his  sermon. 

Through  the  week  the  sermon 
and  the  hymn  took  shape,  and  on 
Sunday  the  singing  clerk  would  line 
out  the  hymn  to  the  congregation. 

No  date  is  known  for  this  hymn, 
but  it  was  included  in  the  published 
collections  of  sermons  Watts 
preached  during  the  years  1721-24. 

The  hymn  follows  Watts’s  ser¬ 
mon  on  “Holy  Fortitude”  based  on 
I  Cor.  16:13:  “Stand  fast  in  the 
faith,  quit  you  like  men,  be  strong.” 

Watts  was  bom  to  parents  who 
were  Dissenters;  that  is,  they  did 
not  belong  to  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland.  His  father,  a  deacon  and 
member  of  the  Above  Bar  Congre¬ 


gational  Church  in  Southampton, 
was  arrested  and  imprisoned  be¬ 
cause  of  his  Firm  Christian  faith.  ■; 

In  the  17th  century,  Dissentqrs 
(Congregationalists.  Baptists,  Pres¬ 
byterians,  Quakers  and  Catholics) 
often  experienced  persecution.  * 

In  1662  all  dissenting  clergy  wejre 
expelled  from  their  pulpits.  T\yo 
years  later,  religious  meetings  other 
than  those  of  the  Church  of  England 
were  outlawed. 

In  1667  another  law  was  passed 
that  made  it  unlawful  for  dissenting 
clergymen  to  come  closer  than  five 
miles  to  places  where  they  hhd 
preached. 

However,  the  Toleration  Act  }of 
1689  gave  some  relief  by  granting 
freedom  of  worship  for  Dissenters. 

By  the  time  this  hymn  was  written. 
Watts  had  lived  to  see  Dissenters  tpl- 
erated  in  England  and  Congregatidn- 
alists  respected  in  English  life. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the  Glory " 


Dear  Deborah — 

Am  I  taking  their  snubs 
at  church  too  personally? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Recently,  after  many  years  away, 
I  joined  a  large  church.  I  waited  a 
long  time  because  I  did  not  want  to 
join  for  the  wrong  reasons:  network¬ 
ing.  socializing,  etc. 

This  church  is  wealthy,  with 
many  people  who  have  a  lot  of 
money.  I  do  not  and  often  cannot 
give  much  money.  But  I  can  give 
time,  energy  and  talents.  My  dilem¬ 
ma  is  that  it  often  seems  that  even 
when  I  offer,  it  goes  unnoticed  and 
unappreciated.  Now  I  find  myself 
reluctant  to  offer. 

What  I  seek  is  spiritual  growth, 
fellowship  and  God’s  truth.  I  will 
admit  that  this  is  selfish.  Maybe  I 
am  too  vulnerable,  too  sensitive. 

Am  I  taking  this  too  personally? 
Should  I  consider  transferring  to 
another  church  or  should  I  learn  to 
live  with  other’s  shortcomings? 

Kelly 

Dear  Kelly: 

Thank  you  for  the  long  letter. 
Your  handwriting  was  a  bit  hard  to 
read,  but  1  hope  I  have  accurately 


condensed  it. 

I  think  what  you  are  wrestlirig 
with  is  the  relationship  between  the 
needs  of  an  individual  and  the  "ertvi- 
ronment"  of  a  particular  church.  • 

I  believe  that  God  needs  tfie 
church  to  be  a  training  ground  for 
human  relationships  so  Christians 
can  learn  how  to  live  and  behave  like 
Christians  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  \ 

It  means  people  must  learn  how  to 
deal  with  their  own  feelings  and 
those  of  others. 

However,  it  does  not  mean  that 
one  must  sacrifice  a  sense  of  self- 
worth  or  self-esteem  or  go  without 
getting  one’s  own  needs  met.  God 
finds  it  easier  to  empower  people  to 
grow,  both  in  human  relationships 
and  in  spirituality,  in  churches  that 
intentionally  create  a  welcome  and 
inclusiveness  for  all. 

Staying  in  a  dysfunctional  or  abu¬ 
sive  congregation  and  trying'.to 
change  it  is  one  thing.  Staying  but 
not  trying  to  change  it  and  silently 
suffering  is  not  what  Jesus  would  do! 
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Help  The  Children 
Make  A  Pledge 

You  can  support  Macon  and  the  Children’s  Home  by  pledging  a  speci¬ 
fied  amount  for  every  mile  that  is  completed. 

One  cent  per  mile  will  amount  to  $2 1 .44  when  he  is  finished. 

One  dollar  per  mile  will  amount  to  $2, 1 44.00  at  the  end  of  the  trail  in 
Maine. 

You  will  be  asked  to  pay  only  for  the  distance  he  completes  —  100  miles 
—  1,000  miles  —  whatever  the  exact  amount  may  be. 

Pledge  any  amount  you  can,  dollars  or  cents,  and  let  us  know  by  filling 
out  the  coupon  on  this  sheet. 

Please  be  generous  —  we  need  your  help!! 

We  will  let  you  know  the  total  amount  you  owe  when  Macon  leaves  the 
trail  and  returns  home. 


NAME: 

□ 

Individual 

□ 

Organization 

□  I/We  pledge 

□ 

Church 

□ 

Sr.  Citizens  Group 

$  for 

□ 

Class 

□ 

Youth  Group 

each  mile  that 

□ 

Civic  Group 

□ 

Other 

Macon  Rathbum 

hikes  on  the  Appa¬ 
lachian  Trail.  I  un¬ 
derstand  a  total  of 
2, 1 44  miles  are  pos¬ 
sible. 


SIGNATURE: 
ADDRESS:  _ 
CITY:  _ 


STATE: 


ZIP: 


.  PHONE: 


children's  home 
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Help  the  Children  —  Support  Macon 
Miles  Completed  June  15  —  800! 


PLEDGE: 

NAME:  LOCATION: 


UM  Men  DeRidder 

Rum  SS  Farmerville 

Mrs.  Paul 

Dominick  Mira 

Men’s  Bible  Class  DeRidder 


Triple  L  SS 
Elouise  Jones 
Celia  Jones 
Linda  Frank 
Jo  Ann  Greene 
Bob  &  Micki 
Grayson 
Builders  SS 
Lennie  Hanchey 
United  Methodist 
Women 
Peter  Anderson 
Mrs.  O.  J.  Hood 
Les  &  Peggy 
Tucker 

Maxie  Sonnier 
Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Roland 
Kay  &  Eddie 
Lane 

Dr.  &  Mrs. 

Hamilton 
Pelican  UMYF 
MM's 

Indian  Bayou 
UMC 

Mieke  Harten 
Dell  Manning 
Linda  Price 
Roberta  Hinton 
Patrick  Dugas 
Wanda  Thom 
SALT  S.S. 

EHE  Circle 

Class  of  Love  S.S.  Lafayette 
Norma  Winegeart  Plain  Dealing 
Gerald  Hook  Baton  Rouge 

Pine  Grove  S.S.  Pine  Grove 
Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Moore  Denham  Springs 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Green  Bossier  City 


DeRidder 
Denham  Springs 
Gibsland 
Jena 

Shreveport 

Ruston 

Shreveport 

DeRidder 

Waterproof 

Leesville 

DeRidder 

Simsboro 

Opelousas 

Alexandria 

Monroe 

Bunkie 

Pelican 

Rayne 

Baton  Rouge 
DeRidder 
Arcadia 
Ruston 
Baton  Rouge 
Baton  Rouge 
Baton  Rouge 
Baker 


Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Crosby 

Warren  Thrasher 
Men’s  Bible  Class 
Prospect  UMC 
Ms.  Margaret 
Anders 
Kay  Ardoin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Miller 
DeRidder  UMW 
Carol  Collins- 
Taylor 
Senior  Adult 
Class 

Aldersgate  SS 
Class 

Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Nelson 

Harrel  Builders 


Mandeville 
Baton  Rouge 
Lake  Charles 
Florien 

Pineville 

Opelousas 

Thibodaux 

DeRidder 

Monroe 

Iowa 

DeRidder 

DeRidder 

Winnfield 


DONATION: 

NAME:  LOCATION: 


Lou  Simmons 
Winifred  Gregory 
James  Doss 
Juanita  Bishop 
Agape  Circle 
UMW 

Bobbie  Miller 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Best 
Pine  Ridge  UMW 
Lester  Tucker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Duke 
Beauregard  Cow 
Belles 

Edward  Scogin 
Stella  Bankston 
Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Bienvenu 
Lamplights  SS 
Linda 

Blankenship 


DeRidder 

Lake  Charles 

Monroe 

Baton  Rouge 

Waterproof 

DeQuincy 

Farmerville 

DeRidder 

Ruston 

Kentwood 

Simsboro 

DeRidder 

DeRidder 

Slidell 

Baton  Rouge 

DeRidder 
Baton  Rouge 

DeRidder 


Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Moore 

Haughton 

Believers  S.S. 

Bossier  City 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Debo 

Bossier  City 

Janet  Hanson 

Bossier  City 

Kiersten  Whelply 

Bossier  City 

Bill  Kostelka 

Bossier  City 

Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Schuldt 

Bossier  City 

Theresa  Hameou 

Bossier  City 

Art  Moody 

Haughton 

Melissa  Scott 

Haughton 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Cain 

Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  Hugh  Clark 

Alexandria 

Doreen  Watts 

Bossier  City 

Tynes 

Pendergrass 

Dubach 

Mary  Seale 

DeRidder 

MaryBelle 

Holstead 

Ruston 

Bob  Smith 

Ruston 

Myrtle  Palmer 

Leesville 

Inez  Townsend 

Baton  Rouge 

74  Years  Old! 

It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  a  74 
year  old  man  is  about  to  undertake 
a  journey  and  adventure  of  a  life¬ 
time.  He  will  hike  the  2,144  miles 
of  the  Appalachian  Trail  this  sum¬ 
mer. 

Why  is  he  doing  it?  To  help  the 
children  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home! 

The  Rathbums,  from  DeRidder 
United  Methodist  Church,  have 
been  supporters  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  for  years.  Macon 
completed  his  first  hike  of  the  Ap¬ 
palachian  Trail  in  1990.  It  took  him 
5  summers.  It  might  have  been  four 
but  a  leg  injury  cut  one  summer 
journey  short. 

Few  people  have  ever  been  able 
to  hike  the  full  2,144  miles  in  one 
year.  3,000,000  people  hike  some 
part  of  the  trail  each  year.  About 
1,000  attempt  to  hike  the  full 
length.  Only  10-12  actually  finish 
one  continuous  hike  in  one  year. 


Staff  Challenges  The 
Appalachian  Trail 


Would  you  like  to  join  these  staff 
members  in  supporting  Macon 
Rathbum? 

PLEDGE: 

NAME  OCCUPATION 


Mr.  Terrel 
DeVille 
Mr.  John  Allen 

Mr.  Augie 
Aamodt 

Mr.  Gene  Belcher 

Mr.  Kyle  Birch 
Mrs.  Lurl 
Calloway 
Mr.  Gordon 
Hanes 

Mr.  Tony  Harwell 
Mrs.  Lisa 
Chandler 


Executive 
Director 
Associate 
Executive  Dir. 

Development 
Buildings  and 
Ground 
Development 
Business 
Administration 
Residential 
Services 
Recreation 

Bookkeeping 


Mr.  Rick  Wheat 

Mrs.  Robbie 
Wheat 

Mr.  Denauvo 
Robinson 
Mr.  Bob 
Townsend 
Mrs.  Mickie 
Townsend 
Rev.  Bill  Willis 

Mr.  Tom 
Bowman 
Mr.  Scott  Clark 
Mrs.  Tammy 
Stevens 

Ms.  Lisa  Pawlicki 
Ms.  Mandy 
Macaskill 
Ms.  Angie  Miller 

Ms.  Valerie 
Ludley 

Ms.  Jenny  Tyre 


Reception 
Center 
Records 
Secretary 
R.  C.  Social 
Worker 
Outreach 
Services 
R.  C.  Social 
Worker 
Religious 
Education 
R.  C.  Social 
Worker 
R.  Supervisor 

R.  Supervisor 
R.  Supervisor 
Child  Care 
Worker 
Child  Care 
Worker 
Child  Care 
Worker 
Child  Care 
Worker 


Notes  from  Macon  Rathbum 

THE  BEGINNING:  April  8,  1992 

The  Lord  gave  me  two  good  feet  connected  to  strong  knees  and  they 
belong  to  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  for  2,064  horizontal  miles 
and  maybe  80  vertical  miles.  If  it  is  flattened  out  it  amounts  to  2,144 
miles. 

ON  THE  TRAIL:  April  20,  1992 

I  am  not  in  Maine  yet,  but  the  hard  part  is  over.  Seventeen  pounds  of 
excess  fat  are  gone.  No  aches,  no  pain,  but  a  lot  of  strain. 

May  5, 1992 

The  weather  was  not  in  my  favor  the  last  three  days;  snow,  sleet  and 
drizzle.  I  am  at  Wesser,  North  Carolina  for  two  nights  with  a  warm 
bed  with  no  rocks.  I  am  eating  like  a  hog  and  will  leave  for  Fontana 
Village  tomorrow. 

May  8, 1992 

I  have  walked  in  the  snow,  sleet  and  rain  and  a  lot  of  beautiful  sun¬ 
shine  on  top  of  mountain  views.  Hot  Springs,  North  Carolina  is  al¬ 
ways  a  good  rest  stop.  There  is  a  Catholic  hotel  with  hot  showers, 
bunks  and  kitchen  for  a  small  donation.  They  have  mineral  wells 
where  broken  down  Appalachian  trail  backpackers  can  soak  their 
aged  muscles. 

About  The  Trail 

—  The  Appalachian  Trail  is  the  longest  continuous  foot  path  in  the 
world. 

—  The  Trail  extends  from  Springer  Mountain,  Georgia  to  Mount 
Katahdin,  Maine. 

—  It  is  2,144  miles  long,  crossing  14  states. 

—  White  markers  direct  the  hikers  on  their  journey. 

—  Primitive  shelters  are  placed  3  to  14  miles  apart. 

—  Three  million  hikers  will  attempt  the  Trail  this  year. 

—  Of  the  3  million  the  1,000  who  try  the  entire  Trail  are  called  thru- 
hikers. 

—  Few  will  finish.  Probably  no  more  than  a  dozen. 

—  If  they  finish  the  Trail  they  will  have  walked  2,144  horizontal  miles, 
climbed  80  vertical  miles,  burned  a  million  calories  and  walked  five 
million  steps. 

—  Appalachian  Trail  officials  estimate  the  average  hiker  will  bum  6,000 
calories  a  day. 

—  Of  every  four  hikers  that  start,  only  one  will  complete  the  journey 
and  that  often  takes  years. 

—  In  April,  Macon  will  begin  on  Springer  Mountain,  and  finish  on 
Mount  Katahdin,  during  September. 

—  It  will  be  a  life  changing  experience  step  by  step. 


Five 
Million 
Steps 


Mount  Katahc 


TENN 

Springe^  Mountain 
GA  \  SC 


Appalachian 

Trail. 


PLEDGES 

$8,894.64 

DONATIONS 

$1,165.74 

P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
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'eople  of  Faith 
As 

)ream  Keepers 


in  theologian,  Father  Leonardo  Boff  is  a  Franciscan  Priest 
lusted  as  editor  of  the  magazine,  Vozes,  and  ordered  to  refrain 
ishing  his  theological  views  for  one  year. 

Boff  is  a  trouble-making  revolutionary.  I  want  to  quote  some 
ds  and  I  want  you  to  read  them  carefully  and  see  if  you  agree 


-J  ociety  that  lacks  people  of  vision  is  a  society  certain  of  its 

“  Perhaps  the  crises  in  our  country,  in  the  world  today,  is  a 

G)  l  of  a  lack  of  dreams  ...  to  open  our  minds,  to  strengthen 
earts  and  employ  new  energies  to  change  our  society. 

In  reality,  religions  are  the  dream-keepers.  In  situations  of 
crises  and  the  breakdown  of  culture,  religion  guides  reality  in 
new  directions  pulling  it  forward  . . . 

Today  ...  it  is  the  religious  and  the  mystic  that  represent 
the  most  profound  strata  of  the  world,  in  spiritual  culture  and 
in  civilization. 

This  is  why  religion  is  called  hope  . . . 

The  return  of  religion  today  is  through  the  experiential.  Peo¬ 
ple  do  not  listen  to  theologians  to  find  religious  meaning,  or  to 
priests  tied  to  old  experiences,  buried  in  religious  institutions. 


There  is  a  return  of  those  who  say,  “I  experienced  the  Divine 
because  I  live.  I  live  in  its  dream,  in  its  vision,  and  this  experi¬ 
ence  brings  me  back  to  life  ...” 

This  is  religion  today.  It  comes  at  the  end  of  modernism  to 
usher  in  a  new  era  where  there  is  a  universal  citizenry.  Not 
only  are  we  citizens  from  east  and  west,  but  also  citizens  of  na¬ 
ture,  because  these  new  citizens  are  also  the  rocks,  the  trees, 
the  mountains,  the  animals,  and  the  stars  . . . 

Today,  we  face  the  important  challenge  of  bringing  human¬ 
ity  and  spirituality  together,  to  show  that  humans  are  not  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  earth  and  God  is  not  an  enemy  of  the  world  —  that, 
in  fact,  the  world  is  in  God  and  of  God  . . .  and  the  world  is  the 
temple  of  the  spirit  and  the  spirit  passes  through  the  people, 
through  the  human  heart,  moving  into  a  deeper  and  more  pro¬ 
found  communion. 

Yes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  Father  Boff  is  dangerous.  In  fact,  another 
person  thought  dangerous  was  crucified  2,000  years  ago,  but  crucifix¬ 
ion  has  never  been  able  to  kill  truth. 

UXM~,8,0 


One  of  the  hard  workers  during  Annual  Conference  was  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  com¬ 
pleting  eight  years  as  chair  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
The  committee,  led  by  Simmons  and  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  executive  di¬ 
rector,  drafted  the  "Vision  2000"  revitalization  program  which  is 
having  a  major  impact  on  the  churches  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 


The  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  RIGHT,  pastor,  and  members,  Lawrence  Bil¬ 
liot,  LEFT,  and  Phillip  Verdin  from  the  Houma  Nation  and  Clanton 
UMC  Chapel  at  Dulac  show  some  native  American  crafts  that  were 
part  of  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  display. 


Louisiana  Group  Acquires 
Some  'Northern  Exposure' 
During  Alaska  Work-Camp 


It  was  north  to  Alaska  for  one 
group  of  United  Methodists. 

Members  of  congregations  from 
six  districts  attended  the  Alaska 
Work-Camp  ‘92  in  Nome,  Alaska. 

This  “northern  exposure”  was 
June  13  to  June  28.  The  group  from 
Louisiana  worked  at  an  Eskimo 
Mission  founded  in  1910  as  a  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  Nome  Community  Center 
services  not  only  Nome  residents 
but  also  persons  in  the  44,000- 
square  mile  region  of  Norton 
Sound. 

The  workers  from  Louisiana  were 
joined  by  others  who  worked  with 
them  to  rebuild,  remodel  and  paint 
facilities  in  and  around  the  Nome 
Community  Center  served  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  the  Rev. 
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Received  as  full  members  were,  BACK  ROW,  LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  Ellen 
Rhea  Alston,  Bryan  Scott  Dauphin,  Chung  Baek  Kim,  Alonzo  Trent 
Palmer  III  and  Tracy  Lynne  MacKenzie  and,  FRONT  ROW,  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT,  Michael  Thomas  Head,  Samuel  D.  Reeves,  Helena  W. 
Wright-Butler  and  Scott  Tregle  Bullock. 


Consecrated  as  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  were  Suzanne  Benton  Cate, 
LEFT,  and  Margaret  Sue  Kelly. 


The  Service  of  Ordination  held  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  during  the 
Annual  Conference  was  a  beautiful 
and  meaningful  ceremony.  Bishop 
William  Oden  officiated.  Guest 
preacher  was  Bishop  Sharon  Ann 
Brown  Christopher  of  the  Minneso¬ 
ta  Area. 

The  Service  of  Ordination  used 
was  the  new  one  included  in  the 
Book  of  Worship  adopted  by  the 
1 992  General  Conference. 

Parts  of  the  service  included  a 
processional  known  as  The  Gather¬ 
ing,  the  Recognition  of  Our  Com¬ 
mon  Ministry,  PresentaPion  of 
Candidates  for  Deacon,  Elder  and 
Diaconal  Minister,  Proclamation, 
General  Examination,  Admonition 
and  Prayer,  Examination  of  Diaco¬ 
nal  Ministers  and  the  Laying  on  of 
Hands  and  Prayer  for  Diaconal 
Ministers. 

This  was  followed  by  the  Exami¬ 
nation  of  and  then  the  Laying  On  of 
Hands  and  Prayer  for  Deacons  and 
the  Examination  of  and  then  the 
Laying  on  Of  Hands  and  Prayer  for 
Elders  and  the  Recognition  of  Or¬ 
ders.  Final  part  of  the  service  was 
the  Sending  Forth. 


Received  as  probationary  members  were,  BACK  ROW,  LEFT  TO 
RIGHT,  Rhonda  Elizabeth  Feurtado,  William  Mark  Strickland, 
Charles  Woodie  Crews,  lames  Michael  Wethey  and  Erika  Simone 
Jefferson,  and  FRONT  ROW,  LEFT  TO  RIGHT,  )ohn  Grosvenor 
Deschner,  David  Joseph  Sheehan,  Walter  Lee  Parker  )r.  and  Roger 
Hugh  Templeton. 

Observes  75th  Year 

Camphor,  First  UMC  in  Scotlandville 
Met  in  Couples'  Flome,  Lodge  in  1917 


When  the  Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan 
became  the  new  pastor  of  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  this 
spring  he  learned  that  plans  had 
been  made  for  the  75th  Founders/ 
Heritage  Celebration.  The  church 
held  a  week-long  celebration  which 
began  with  a  church-wide  picnic  on 
June  6  and  continued  with  prayer 
services. 

On  June  14,  they  started  the  day 
with  a  breakfast  in  the  Fellowship 


Doug  McCoy. 

The  delegation  was  housed  in  the 
youth  center  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Nome. 

Leading  the  Louisiana  work- 
camp  participants  was  the  Rev.  Au- 
gie  Aamodt  of  Ruston,  along  with 
his  wife,  Marie. 

Attending  were  the  Rev.  Don 
Morgan,  pastor  of  St.  Joseph-Wa- 
terproof-Wesley  Charge;  Mitch 
Grafton,  Mary  Belle  Holstead,  Rob¬ 
ert  Neill  Kirkland  and  Allen,  Mara- 
dith.  Maribel.  Mary  Belle  and 
Mildred  Tuten,  Ruston;  A1  Good¬ 
win  and  Harold  and  Marjory  La- 
Grone,  West  Monroe. 

Also:  John  Griffing,  Emily 
Meriwether  and  Mary  Ann  Stapp, 
Winnsboro;  Becky  McCann  and 
Reggie  Skains,  Downsville;  Fern 
and  Raymond  Christensen,  Natchi¬ 
toches;  Mabelle  Rathbum  of  DeR- 
idder;  Tricia  Bacon  of  Jonesville; 
Jennifer  Sonnier  of  Opelousas  and 
Dave  Dunphy  of  Shreveport.  Join¬ 
ing  the  Louisiana  group  was  Ame 
Aamodt  of  Merritt  Island,  FL. 


Hall.  Dr.  William  B.  Oden,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Area,  spoke 
at  the  10:55  a.m.  worship  service  in 
which  Lathan  also  participated.. 
Kathleen  Hutcherson  directed  the 
Mass  Choir  in  special  music.  A 
Founders  Day  Luncheon  was  held 
in  Bellemont  Hotel  after  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Early  in  1917,  there  was  no  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Scotlandville.  A 
group  of  dedicated  Methodists  met 
in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Bradford.  During  that  year,  a 
church  was  organized  and  the  group 
met  in  Odd  Fellows  Hall.  Those 
early  members  learned  that  a  real 
estate  company  was  donating  prop¬ 
erty  to  various  denominations. 

They  were  given  a  lot  on  Stilt 
Street  where  a  frame  building  was 
erected.  The  Rev.  Amos  Taylor  was 
the  first  pastor  beginning  75  years 
of  service  to  Christ  and  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  served 
the  church  from  1969-1986  and  Dr. 
Moses  T.  Jackson  was  pastor  from 
1986  until  his  death  in  April. 
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Percy  M.  Frazier,  LEFT,  and  Dar¬ 
ryl  A.  Tate  were  received  as  as¬ 
sociate  members  and  ordained 
as  deacons. 


Around  the 
Conference 

A  reception  honoring  the  Rev. 
Donald  Avery,  new  superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District,  and  his 
wife,  Judy  and  sons,  Derek  and 
Garrett,  was  held  June  14  in  Horse¬ 
shoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria. 

The  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  chairper¬ 
son  of  District  Superintendency 
Committee,  spoke  words  of  greet¬ 
ings  to  the  Avery  family  on  behalf 
of  the  ministers  of  the  district.  Bob 
Nash,  district  lay  leader,  represent¬ 
ed  the  laity  in  giving  words  of  wel¬ 
come. 

Attending  was  Mayor  Ned  Ran¬ 
dolph,  a  member  of  First  UMC,  Al- 
exandria.  Every  church  had 
someone  representing  their  congre¬ 
gation  in  attendance. 

*  *  * 

The  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir, 
new  superintendent  of  Baton  Rouge 
District,  and  wife,  Janet,  were  hon¬ 
ored  with  a  reception  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,  June  28.  An  invitation  was 
extended  to  members  of  all  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  district  to  attend. 

*  *  * 

During  the  Sunday  school  hour 
on  June  21,  Broadmoor  honored 
Sue  Kelly,  Christian  education  di¬ 
rector,  who  was  consecrated  as  a  di¬ 
aconal  minister  at  Annual 
Conference. 

*  *  * 

In  The  Asbury  Rider  the  Rev. 
Charles  R.  Langford,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette, 
thanked  the  congregation  for  "10 
wonderful  years”  and  for  helping  in 
the  Christian  nurturing  of  his  sons. 

“When  Bev  and  I  arrived  in  June 
1982,  we  had  a  son  who  had  just 
turned  3  and  another  not  quite  1 ,  “ 
he  said.  “  Now  the  boys  are  13  and 
10  and  developing  into  fine  young 
men.  Asbury,  through  the  day 
school,  Sunday  school,  VBS,  youth 
group,  worship  and  the  individual 
witness  of  her  people,  has  rendered 
to  us  invaluable  assistance  in  their 
upbringing.  For  this  we  are  very 
thankful.” 

Langford  has  been  assigned  as  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Alex¬ 
andria. 


Full  Membership 

Ordained  into  full  membership 
and  receiving  elders  orders  were: 
Ellen  Rhea  Alston  and  Bryan  Scott 
Dauphin,  both  of  North  Shore  Dis¬ 
trict;  Scott  Tregle  Bullock,  Aca- 
diana  District;  Michael  Thomas 
Head,  Baton  Rouge  District;  Tracy 
Lynne  MacKenzie,  Lake  Charles 
District;  Alonzo  Trent  Palmer  III, 
Shreveport  District,  and  Helena  W. 
Wright-Butler,  Alexandria  District. 

Received  into  full  membership, 
with  orders  previously  recognized 
were  Chung  Baek  Kim,  Lake 
Charles  District,  and  Samuel  D. 
Reeves,  Acadiana  District 

Persons  received  into  probation¬ 
ary  membership  and  ordained  as 
deacons  were  John  Grosvenor 
Deschner,  Shreveport  District; 
Rhonda  Elizabeth  Feurtado,  Rus¬ 
ton  District;  Erika  Simone  Jefferson 
and  David  Joseph  Sheehan,  both  of 
New  Orleans  District;  Walter  Lee 
Parker  Jr.,  and  Roger  Hugh  Tem¬ 
pleton,  both  of  Acadiana  District. 

Associate  Members 

Received  as  associate  members 
and  ordained  as  deacons  were  Percy 
Mac  Frazier,  North  Shore  District 
and  Darryl  A.  Tate  of  Acadiana 
District. 

Probationary  members  recog¬ 
nized  with  elders’  orders  were 
Charles  Woodie  Crews,  Alexandria 
District;  William  Mark  Strickland, 
Ruston  District,  and  James  Michael 
Wethey,  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Consecrated  as  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters  were  Suzanne  Benton  Cate  of 
Shreveport  District  and  Margaret 
Sue  Kelly  of  Baton  Rouge  District. 

Bishop  Christopher  said  those 
who  were  to  be  ordained  and  conse¬ 
crated  “those  who  covenant  and  de¬ 
vote  themselves  to  the  church”  are 
deemed  worthy  “to  tell  the  story  of 
the  abundant  life  in  Christ  ...  to 
tell  the  story  thoroughly  and  cor¬ 
rectly.” 

Guardians  of  the  Faith 

She  called  them  “the  guardians  of 
the  faith,  on  the  going-on  (to  perfec¬ 
tion)  journey.” 

Mentioning  the  unrest  in  Eastern 
Europe,  the  end  of  apartheid  in 
South  Africa,  the  Rodney  King  trag¬ 
edy  and  increasing  violence  and 
abuse  in  the  home,  she  said,  “We 
live  in  a  time  of  great  social  tur¬ 
moil.  We  need  (to  live)  lives  of  in¬ 
tegrity  and  authenticity. 

“We  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  called  to  this  task.” 

The  ordination  service  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  program  of  music  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  combined  choirs  of 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  and  Wesley  UMC, 
both  of  Baton  Rouge. 
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Conflicts,  Christians  and  the  meaning  of  'freedom' 


On  the  eve  of  Independence 
Day,  it's  noteworthy  that  free¬ 
dom — both  of  speech  and  of  ac¬ 
tion — is  “hot”  news. 

Consider: 

■  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
handed  down  two  controversial 
rulings  upholding  freedom  of 
speech — even  “hateful  speech” 
such  as  cross-burnings  on  private 
property; 

■  After  declaring  indepen¬ 
dence  from  communist  rule,  for¬ 
mer  Yugoslavian  states  have 
engaged  in  a  bloody  civil  war 
that  threatens  to  undo  their  quest 
for  freedom. 

■  Fox  Television’s  owner  fired 
a  top  executive  for  exceeding  the 
limits  of  “appropriate”  free 
speech  by  using  a  male  stripper 
to  illustrate  a  point  during  a  pub¬ 
lic  presentation; 

■  In  South  Africa,  allegations 
that  the  white  government  sup¬ 
ports  police  brutality  against  blacks 
sparked  a  new  crisis  in  the  ongoing 
struggle  by  black  people  for  “uhu- 
ru”  (Swahili  for  "freedom”). 

At  least  one  reality  seems  clear 
from  this  impressive  list:  An  un¬ 
usual  convergence  of  factors — 
societal  and  spiritual — has  put 
an  intense  spotlight  on  freedom 
as  both  a  basic  value  and  a 
source  of  conflict. 

We  believe  that  such  a  conver¬ 
gence  provides  a  superb  "teaching 
moment”  for  Christians  to  reflect 

Graduation 


prayer  ruling  works  to  faith's  benefit 


on  the  meaning  and  purpose  of 
freedom  for  human  life  and  to  in¬ 
vite  nonChristians  to  do  likewise. 

Among  other  things,  that  mo¬ 
ment  offers  a  chance  to  clarify 
the  oft  misunderstood  and  para¬ 
doxical  nature  of  freedom  from  a 
Christian  perspective:  as  “salva¬ 
tion"  (from  the  bonds  of  sin)  and 
as  “commitment”  (to  life  lived  in 
obedience  to  God). 

Thus  understood,  freedom  for 
Christians  is  not  primarily  a  hu¬ 
man  achievement  but  a  precious 
gift  and  responsibility  from  God. 

Regrettably,  in  a  world  that 
glorifies  self-centeredness  and 
"doing  it  my  way,”  a  Christian 
view  of  freedom  seems  contra¬ 
dictory  and  stifling. 

It  is  anything  but,  of  course. 
Through  the  ages,  lives  of  mature 
faith  have  shown  that  people  are 
most  truly  free  when  they  live  “in 
captivity”  to  Jesus’  great  command¬ 
ment  to  love  God  and  neighbor. 

As  Christians,  we  should  feel 
compelled  to  be  in  dialogue  both 
within  the  faith  and  outside  it 
about  our  understanding  of  free¬ 
dom.  That’s  particularly  so  at  a 
time  when  freedom  is  a  burning 
issue  for  large  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple,  including  whole  societies. 

A  good  place  to  begin  is  to  re¬ 
flect  on  the  meaning  of  St.  Paul’s 
ringing  yet  enigmatic  insight:  “For 
freedom  Christ  has  set  us  free” 
(Galatians  5:1). 


Public  debates  over  expressions  of  free  speech  such  as  this 
flag-burning  protest  have  been  "hot  news"  lately.  The  conver¬ 
gence  of  recent  events  provides  a  superb  "teaching  moment" 
for  Christians  to  reflect  on  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  free¬ 
dom  for  human  life  and  to  invite  others  to  do  likewise. 


The  Supreme  Court  was  right 
to  rule,  as  it  recently  did,  that 
school-sponsored  prayers  at  pub¬ 
lic  school  graduation  ceremonies 
violate  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

We  as  Christians  should  affirm 
that  ruling.  It  upholds  the  vital 
and  long-established  wall  of  sepa¬ 
ration  between  church  and  state. 

Among  other  things,  that  wall 
prevents  government  from  even 
hinting  that  one  religion  is 


backed  by  the  state  to  the  exclu¬ 
sion  of  others.  Permitting  gradu¬ 
ation  prayers  at  public  school 
events  can  imply  such  backing, 
particularly  to  those  who  do  not 
share  the  religious  beliefs  reflect¬ 
ed  in  such  prayers. 

Most  U.S.  Christians  have  long 
recognized  the  wisdom  of  pre¬ 
serving  the  church-state  wall 
even  when  doing  so  seems  to  be 
opposed  to  our  interests.  As  peo¬ 
ple  called  to  witness  “in  season 


and  out”  to  the  truth  of  God,  we 
understandably  chafe  when  told 
“not  here.” 

If  the  tables  were  turned,  how¬ 
ever,  and  representatives  of  other 
faiths  or  no  faith  at  all  were  given 
a  chance  to  impose  their  views 
on  us  under  the  banner  of  a  pub¬ 
lic-supported  institution,  we 
would  be  justifiably  outraged. 

Viewed  in  broader  perspective, 
such  a  wall  enables  people  of  faith 
to  maintain  a  prophetic  relation¬ 


ship  to  the  temporal  affairs  of  state, 
both  to  affirm  and  to  criticize  in 
light  of  the  eternal  law  of  God. 

Even  if  we  disagree  with  the 
court’s  decision,  however,  let  us 
refrain  from  the  tired  complaint 
that  “the  Supreme  Court  has 
kicked  God  out  of  our  schools.” 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge, 
God  does  not  now  nor  ever  did 
take  orders  from  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Letters  to  the  Editor^  Faithfully  yours 


My  Witness 

My  faith  taught  me 
how  to  let  go  of  things 


By  |OHN  EYBERG 

Early  Easter  morning  1 1  years 
ago,  I  received  a  phone  call  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  my  26-year-old  son, 
Bill,  had  died  in  a  fire. 

Later  on,  I  recalled  that  my  first 
thought  after  receiving  Ihe  news 
was  the  same  one  1  had  when  my 
dad  died  suddenly  while  I  was  in 
the  South  Pacific  during  World  War 
II:  “We  didn’t  even  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  say  goodbye.” 

That  same  regret  surfaced  often 
until  a  few  years  ago  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  graciously  told  me  to  quit 
hanging  on  to  the  past  and  get  on 
with  the  present.  There  is,  after  all, 
a  reunion  scheduled  for  the  future! 

Stifled  by  past  stuff 

It  is  easy  to  get  stifled  by  stuff  from 
the  past,  isn’t  it?  Jesus  knew  how  it 
bogs  us  down  and  warned  that  “No 
man  who  has  put  his  hand  to  the 
plow  and  looking  back  is  fit  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God”  (Luke  9:62). 

Later,  the  Apostle  Paul  took  those 
words  to  heart  and  was  impressed  to 
write,  “This  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting 
what  lies  behind  ...  I  press  on  . . .” 
(Philippians  3:13-14). 

My  hanging  on  has  always  done 
battle  with  my  letting  go.  In  fact,  for 
years  I  held  on  to  something  that 
wasn’t  mine,  the  first  10  percent  of 
my  income.  When  I  finally  quit  hold¬ 
ing  on,  it  was  to  experience  a  free¬ 
dom  that  issues  from  what  Corrie  ten 
Boom  described  as  “Learning  to 
hang  on  to  everything  loosely.” 

The  10  percent  is  God’s!  It  was 
established  because  of  God’s  con¬ 
cern  that  we  not  forget  the  source  of 
our  blessings. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  John 
Eyberg  is  a  member 
of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  (Oklahoma  Annual 
Conference). 


We  are  caretakers  of  God’s  assets 
for  His  honor  and  glory,  not  for  my 
pleasure.  Romans  14:12  reminds 
that  “Each  of  us  shall  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  himself  to  God.” 

And  why  not?  Jesus,  too,  was  ac¬ 
countable.  He  says,  “I  do  nothing 
on  my  own  authority.. .for  I  always 
do  what  is  pleasing  to  him”  (John 
8:28-29). 

As  the  church,  we  are  accountable 
to  Christ  (Ephesians  5:21)  and  for 
following  his  lead  in  doing  what  is 
pleasing  to  the  Father. 

The  evidence  is  unmistakable. 
Whenever  local  congregations  begin 
to  “hang  on  to  everything  loosely," 
and  make  united  commitments  to 
tithing,  God  expresses  his  pleasure  by 
making  them  responsible  for  greater 
service  in  his  Kingdom,  which  means 
more  opportunities  to  do  those 
things  “that  are  pleasing  to  him.” 

I  buried  my  tithe  for  many  years 
because  I  thought  it  would  leave  me 
short  if  I  let  loose.  What  I  now 
know  is  that  Kingdom  work  was 
shorted  because  I  hung  on. 

What  others=== 
,-=are  saying 


'Beware  lest  you  say  . . . 

“Beware  lest  you  say  in  your 
heart,  ‘My  power  and  the  might  of 
my  hand  have  gotten  me  this 
wealth.’  You  shall  remember  the 
Lord  your  God,  for  it  is  he  who 
gives  you  power  to  get  wealth” 
(Deuteronomy  8:17-18). 


“You  are  not  being  ordained  or 
consecrated  to  lead  yoga  classes,  or 
to  read  tea  leaves. ...  You  are  being 
ordained  for  the  sake  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  the  Gospel  of  God’s  love 
in  Christ.” 

— Bishop  Dan  Solomon  to  ordinands 
of  the  Oklahoma  conference. 


Do  UM  racers  think 
about  global  warming? 


Thank  God  for  Christians  who  stay  and  go 


"Whither  am  I  going ?  To  the  new  world.  What  to 
do?  To  gain  honor?  No,  if  I  know  my  own  heart.  I 
am  going  to  live  to  God,  and  to  bring  others  so  to 
do." 

— Francis  Asbury 


Alaska  United  Methodists  who 
sponsor  and  encourage  car  racing 
might  be  mindful  of  global  ozone 
depletion  caused  primarily  by  burn¬ 
ing  fossil  fuels. 

Every  responsible  Christian  must 
be  aware  of  being  called  to  care  for 
God’s  creation,  our  universe. 

Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  fel¬ 
lows. 

Dorothy  Persohn 
Wimberley,  Texas 

We're  horrified 

We  at  Immanuel  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  were  horri¬ 
fied  when  we  read  about  the  new 
United  Methodist  Book  of  Worship. 

How  could  anyone  agree  to  pres¬ 
ent  this  to  our  children  and  grand¬ 
children  as  a  guide  to  Christian 
living? 

We  preach  to  our  young  people  to 
worship  God  in  a  reverent  manner. 
How  could  this  be  done  calling  God 
our  father,  mother,  lover,  etc.  as 
you  expressed  in  your  paper? 

We  sincerely  hope  enough  people 
will  express  their  feelings  in  this 
matter  and  that  the  new  worship 
book  (the  devil’s  work)  never  goes 
to  print. 

Margaret  Keane 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Good  news  from  Cuba! 

I  enjoyed  reading  the  good  news 
from  Bishop  Joel  Ajo  of  Cuba, 
“Growing  Cuban  church  a  great 
sign  of  hope.”  We  need  to  pray  for 


the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba. 
Also  the  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba 
needs  to  pray  for  us.  Because  we  are 
one  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  We  be¬ 
long  to  each  other. 

I  was  the  pastor  of  Bishop  Joel 
Ajo  and  his  wife  when  they  were 
young  people  in  Cuba.  I  love  them. 
I  pray  for  them. 

My  greetings  to  Bishop  Ajo  and 
his  wife  from  the  pages  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter. 

Juan  S.  Soto 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

You  goofed 

Your  “Faith  Connections”  item 
titled  “UMCom  Reorganizes”  (see 
UMR,  June  19)  leaves  out  an  im¬ 
portant  fact. 

The  reorganization  described  is 
one  division  of  United  Methodist 
Communications:  Program  and  Be¬ 
nevolence  Interpretation. 

The  other  two  important  divi¬ 
sions  of  UMCom  continue  their 
work  as  is:  Production  and  Distri¬ 
bution  of  audio  visuals  for  both  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its 
ecumenical  partners,  including  Ecu- 
Film;  and  Public  Media,  which  in¬ 
clude  press,  radio,  and  television 
for  the  denomination,  the  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network,  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service. 

United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  is  not  “reorganizing  into  four 
departments”  as  your  item  reports. 

Roger  L.  Burgess 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Some  stay.  Some  go. 

I  worshiped  on  a  recent  Sunday 
morning  in  New 
York  City  with 
some  who  have 
chosen  to  stay.  y  '■  '  'f 

The  Church  of 
the  Covenant  (Pres- 

nestles  between  two  1 
much  taller  build-  Stephen  Swecker 
ings  scarcely  a  bagel’s  throw  from  the 
United  Nations  building. 

Arriving  a  few  minutes  late  for  the 
1 1  o’clock  worship  service,  I  was 
surprised  at  how  few  people  were 
there — scarcely  more  than  25 — in  a 
sanctuary  that  could  seat  250. 

Suspicion  confirmed 

A  visit  afterwards  with  a  well- 
dressed  40ish  man  confirmed  my 
suspicion:  This  was  a  struggling 
congregation,  a  downtown  church 
with  an  aging  membership.  As  re¬ 
cently  as  a  few  years  ago,  he  said, 
they  weren’t  even  sure  that  they 
could  “make  it.” 

The  turning  point  came  when 
they  realized  that,  small  as  they 
were,  they  had  a  mission:  outreach 
to  the  vast  homeless  population  of 
New  York  City. 

He  said  his  church  “can’t  solve  the 
problem  by  ourselves,  but  we  can 
join  with  others  who  are  working  on 
it  and  make  a  difference.”  primarily 
as  advocates  and  caregivers. 

“We’re  Christians,”  he  said,  fire 
in  his  eyes.  "We’re  here  to  stay.” 

Some  stay.  Some  go. 

Two  days  later,  I  worshiped  in 


the  same  city  with  some  who  have 
chosen  to  go. 

On  a  balmy  Tuesday  evening  in 
lower  Manhattan — a  15-minute  sub¬ 
way  ride  from  the  Presbyterians — 
36  people  from  the  Morristown 
(N.J.)  United  Methodist  Church 
gathered  with  a  handful  of  others  at 
the  historic  John  Street  UMC. 

Founded  in  1  766,  John  Street 
claims  to  be  the  “oldest  Methodist 
society  in  America.”  Like  the  Church 
of  the  Covenant,  it’s  inconspicuous, 
almost  hidden  from  the  glitz  of  near¬ 
by  Broadway  by  a  clutter  of  small 
shops,  offices  and  warehouses. 

Something  big  welled  up 

This  night,  though,  the  sound  and 
feel  of  something  big  welled  up  in¬ 
side  the  walls  of  venerable  old  John 
Street.  Pilgrim-like,  the  people  from 
Morristown  had  come  there  to 
touch  their  tradition  and  draw 
strength,  courage  and  blessing  from 
the  spirit  of  Methodists  past. 

They  would  need  all  the  spiritual 
gifts  they  could  get  because  they  were 
about  to  embark  on  a  long  and  uncer- 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“A  new  commandment  I  give  to 
you,  that  you  love  one  another; 
even  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  you 
also  love  one  another.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  12:11) 


Readings  for  week  of  July  6 

Monday:  Psalms  5:1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  5:4-8 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  21:1-3 
Thursday:  1  Kings  2 1 : 1 7-2 1 
Friday:  Luke  1 0: 1  - 1 2 
Saturday:  Luke  1 0: 1 7-20 
Sunday:  Galatians  6-7: 1 8 


tain  journey.  In  just  a  few  days,  they 
would  be  more  than  5,000  miles 
away,  in  the  former  Soviet  republic  of 
Ukraine.  There  they  would  meet  new 
friends  and,  in  ways  yet  to  be  learned, 
share  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“The  very  rafters  of  this  place 
echo  in  witness  to  mission!” 
boomed  the  John  Street  pastor,  the 
Rev.  James  R.  McGraw. 

Then  Mr.  McGraw  quoted  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  American  Methodism,  Fran¬ 
cis  Asbury,  also  once  a  preacher  at 
John  Street,  as  Asbury  prepared  to 
leave  England  for  America: 

“Whither  am  I  going?  To  the  new 
world.  What  to  do?  To  gain  honor? 
No,  if  I  know  my  own  heart.  1  am 
going  to  live  to  God,  and  to  bring 
others  so  to  do.” 


Braced  by  such  reminders  of  their 
spiritual  past  and  by  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion’s  soul  food  for  the  journey 
ahead,  the  Morristown  pilgrims 
went  out  into  the  New  York  night. 

As  they  did,  I  looked  into  the  eyes 
of  the  youngest  pilgrim,  nine-year-old 
Stephen  Pepe.  I  saw  there  brightness 
enough  to  outshine  Broadway  and 
light  the  way  to  Ukraine  and  back. 

They  were,  I  thought  to  myself, 
eyes  that  said:  “We’re  Christians. 
We’re  here  to  go.” 

Some  stay.  Some  go. 

I  thanked  God  for  both. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Reporter's  Faith 
Forum  page  editor. 
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We  have  close  ties  to  Houston 's  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Their  members  conceived  the 
idea  of  Clarewood  House.  One  third  of  our 
residents  are  United  Methodists. 


CLAREWOOD 

HOUSE 


Non-profit  retirement  : 

community  since  1963. 

7400  Clarewood  at  Reims  •  Houston,  Texas  77036  I 

Phone  713/774-5821  : 

•  Affordable  apartments  •  Security  •  No  up-front  fees 
•  Transportation  •  Meals  optional  •  Emergency  System 

V _ _ _ / 
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RESPONSE  TO  DROUGHT:  United 

Methodists  met  with  other  representatives  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  All  Afri¬ 
ca  Conference  of  Churches  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
June  16-19  in  response  to  drought  that  threat¬ 
ens  12  countries  in  eastern  and  southern  Africa. 
At  least  30  million  people  out  of  a  population  of 
1 1 5  million  are  said  to  be  in  danger  of  malnutri¬ 
tion,  disease  and  starvation.  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  executive  LLoyd  Rollins 
said  the  church  groups  will  try  to  address  this  as 
a  long-term  relief  effort  with  food  and  water 
projects.  United  Methodist  gifts  can  be  made  to 
Advance  No.  101250-4. 

NO  NEW  AREA:  The  South  Central  ju¬ 
risdictional  conference  will  not  consider  creat¬ 
ing  a  new  episcopal  area  during  its  1992 
sessions,  as  reported  in  the  June  26  Reporter. 
Rather  the  conference  will  be  asked  to  create  a 
task  force  to  recommend  in  1996  whether  a  new 
area  should  be  created.  The  four  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  Missouri  and  Kansas  are  asking  for  the 
study.  The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


CHANGE:  The  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
Jeanne  Knepper  was  changed  recently  from 
West  Salem  (Ore.)  United  Methodist  Church  to 
leave  of  absence  after  some  of  the  90-member 
congregation  objected  to  her  appointment.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  “The  Statesman  Journal”  newspaper 
in  Salem,  some  members  “fought  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  minister  whom  they  say  is  a  lesbian.” 
Church  committee  member  Pauline  Swanson 
said  Ms.  Knepper  told  her  group  that  she  is  in  a 
committed  relationship  with  another  woman. 
The  United  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline  pro¬ 
hibits  the  candidacy,  ordination  or  appoint¬ 
ment  of  self-avowed,  practicing  homosexuals. 

HISTORIC  ORGAN:  a  new  2,500-pipe 

organ  destined  for  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  will  be  played  first  in 
a  historic  recital,  then  dismantled  for  shipment. 
The  recital  July  19  in  Lawrence,  Kan.,  will  mark 
the  75th  anniversary  of  the  organ’s  builder,  the 
Reuter  Organ  Co.  Since  its  founding  in  1917, 
Reuter  has  made  some  2,150  organs,  including 
180  for  Methodist/United  Methodist  churches 
just  since  the  early  1 950s. 
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Mission  coordinator  named 


The  Rev.  Bruce  R.  Weaver,  shown  here  em¬ 
bracing  one  of  the  recipients  of  a  United 
Methodist  food  donation  in  Moscow,  has 
been  named  coordinator  of  mission  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Dr. 
Weaver  served  as  interim  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  He  will  work 
with  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor,  appointed  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  serve  as  episcopal 
supervisor  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 


'Well-connected'  congregations  flourishing 
despite  eastern  Europe's  unstable  politics 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Uncertain  politics  in  eastern 
Europe  haven’t  deterred  the  en¬ 
thusiasm  of  U.S.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  for  the  three-month-old 
“Connecting  Congregations” 
program  sponsored  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 


In  fact,  if  your  congregation 
wants  to  get  “connected"  with  a 
fledgling  European  congregation, 
you  may  have  to  wait  in  line, 
says  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of 
Nashville,  the  council’s  World 
Evangelism  Director. 

Initially  the  program  is  linking 
U.S.  congregations  with  eastern 
European  United  Methodist 


churches  in  an  ongoing  program 
of  fellowship.  These  can  include 
exchanges  of  correspondence  and 
visits;  mission  in  eastern  Europe 
and  financial  support  for  fledg¬ 
ling  congregations  in  Europe. 

The  program’s  goal  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  worldwide  network  link¬ 
ing  congregations  among  the  68 
Methodist  denominations — to¬ 
talling  54  million  members — 
which  are  members  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  said  Dr.  Fox. 

Eight  congregations  were  start¬ 
ed  in  Czechoslovakia  in  the  first 
phase  of  the  program  announced 
in  late  March  by  Dr.  Fox  and 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Hein¬ 
rich  Bolleter  (Central  and  South¬ 
ern  Europe  Area)  (see  UMR, 
March  27). 

Sites  for  the  eight  congrega¬ 
tions  were  identified  by  Czecho¬ 
slovakian  United  Methodist 


leaders.  Ironically,  four  are  near 
Prague,  the  Czech  capital,  while 
the  other  four  are  near  Bratisla¬ 
va,  the  Slovak  capital.  This 
means  the  newly  connected  con¬ 
gregations  may  be  separated  in¬ 
ternationally  in  the  near  future  if 
the  proposed  partition  of 
Czechoslovakia  takes  place. 

Missionary  workers — mostly 
in  their  20s — who  are  assigned  to 
lead  the  new  congregations  have 
come  from  existing  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Czecho¬ 
slovakia. 

Dr.  Fox  visited  the  new  con¬ 
gregations  in  June.  He  said  many 
of  them  worship  in  local  cultural 
halls  which  were  formerly  meet¬ 
ing  places  for  the  Communist 
Party.  One  fellowship  meets  in  a 
railway  station. 

Attendance  ranges  from  10  to 

40. 


The  newest  Czech  congrega¬ 
tion,  formed  in  June  in  Zdar,  has 
a  congregation  ranging  in  age 
from  1 5  to  27. 

The  Zdar  congregation’s  lead¬ 
er,  Ladislav  Kukla,  told  Dr.  Fox: 
“God  has  protected  all  of  us  and 
now  we  are  serving  God.” 

Meanwhile,  sites  for  new  “con¬ 
necting  congregations”  in  two 
Baltic  countries — one  in  Karsa, 
Estonia,  the  other  in  Riga,  Lat¬ 
via — were  announced  last  week 
by  the  Rev.  Olav  Pamaments, 
United  Methodist  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Baltic  area. 

Dr.  Fox  said  “connection”  de¬ 
tails  for  those  new  congregations 
haven’t  been  completed. 

Information  on  the  " Connecting 
Congregations "  program  is  available 
from  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox ,  World 
Evangelism  Director,  1008  19th  Ave. 
S.,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37212. 


Czechs  strong  for  evangelism 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  H.  EDDIE  EOX,  WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 

JIHLAVA,  Czechoslovakia — A  youth  choir  at  (ihlava  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  "connected  congregation,"  indicates  the 
predominantly  young  membership  of  Czechoslovakian  United 
Methodists.  The  (ihlava  congregation  provided  two  missionary 
workers  now  leading  new  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Czechoslovakia. 


“Connecting  Congregations” 
(see  related  story  above)  made  an 
impact  in  early  June  at  a  regional 
event  in  Herrnhut,  Germany. 

This  was  to  train  indigenous 
evangelists  for  eastern  European 
countries. 

Nearly  80  evangelists — some 
beginners,  others  veterans — from 
eastern  Europe,  the  United 
States  and  Brazil  participated. 


Classes  were  conducted  in  three 
languages  to  meet  communica¬ 
tion  needs. 

The  event,  one  of  20  such 
world-region  evangelism  schools 
anticipated  over  the  next  five 
years,  was  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Evangelism  In¬ 
stitute. 

The  institute  is  a  joint  endeav¬ 
or  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 


cil  and  United  Methodist-related 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

The  Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  institute,  said  the 
newly  assigned  Czechoslovakian 
missionary  workers  were  “a  pow¬ 
erful  presence”  in  the  training 
sessions  on  establishing  new  con¬ 
gregations. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


4 Fish  tales'  help  pastor ' catch '  a  new  church 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

POTTSBORO,  Texas — “It  was 
like  being  appointed  to  serve  Para¬ 
dise,”  the  Rev.  Virgie  Holbrook 
told  the  Reporter  in  all  seriousness. 

In  June  1991,  entering  her  fi¬ 
nal  year  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
in  Dallas,  Ms.  Holbrook,  38,  was 
assigned  to  start  a  church  in 
Pottsboro,  population  893. 

Today  the  Lakeway  United 
Methodist  congregation  of  118 
members  and  37  preparatory  mem¬ 
bers  meets  in  a  leased  commercial 
building  only  a  couple  of  miles 
from  Lake  Texoma,  the  sprawling 
man-made  lake  which  washed  over 
the  Oklahoma/Texas  border.  Forty- 
seven  joined  via  baptism. 

How  the  congregation  (80  per¬ 
cent  of  them  previously  un¬ 
churched)  went  from  zero  to  an 
average  attendance  of  125  is  lit¬ 
erally  a  fish  tale. 

Fish  Tales,  as  they’re  called  here, 
originated  in  the  home  of  Mike 
and  Wendy  Baker,  now  active 
members  of  the  congregation.  They 
invited  about  a  dozen  friends  over 
to  hear  Ms.  Holbrook  talk  about 
starting  a  new  church. 

Agreed  to  started 

The  petite  brunette  pastor  said 
she  talked  about  five  minutes 
and  the  group  agreed  to  get  start¬ 
ed  immediately,  focusing  on  the 
needs  of  the  community  and  a 
children’s  ministry. 


They  began  by  holding  weekly 
meetings  called  “Fish  Tales”  on 
the  beach  at  Lake  Texoma. 

“We  had  stories,  songs,  games 
and  crafts  for  the  whole  family,” 
Ms.  Holbrook  said. 

The  church’s  earliest  members 
joined  at  the  Bakers’  house. 

“We  gathered  around  the 
kitchen  table,  served  communion 
and  received  our  first  members," 
Ms.  Holbrook  recalled. 


Baptisms  were  held  beside  the 
lake.  “The  lake  draws  us  togeth¬ 
er,”  she  said.  "The  congrega¬ 
tion — really  a  ‘come  as  you  are’ 
group — is  made  up  of  people 
who  love  the  lake.” 

And  she  credits  the  lake  lovers 
with  the  growth  of  the  church. 

“There  are  so  many  people 
with  extraordinary  gifts  in  this 
church  who  were  absolutely  es¬ 
sential  to  what  has  happened 


here,”  she  said.  These  gifts,  some 
newly  discovered  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  themselves,  included  teach¬ 
ing,  organizational,  musical  and 
administrative  skills. 

At  summer’s  end,  a  building 
had  to  be  found,  she  continued. 
After  much  persistence,  the  con¬ 
gregation  rented  a  former  resort 
sales  building  that  was  being 
used  for  storage. 

“We  had  nothing  but  an  empty 
building,  but  we  knew  we  had  to 
have  Sunday  school,  so  we  just 
did  it,”  the  energetic  pastor  said. 

“Virgie  is  like  a  TV  star,”  said 
Steve  Robinson,  a  parishioner, 
“you  know,  the  ‘Energizer’  rabbit 
who  ‘keeps  on  going?’  ” 

A  first  encounter 

Mr.  Robinson  said  he  was  ner¬ 
vous  when  Ms.  Holbrook  came 
to  his  house  to  talk  about  joining 
the  church. 

“But  she  didn’t  tell  me  I  was 
going  to  hell  if  I  didn’t  come  to 
church,”  he  said.  “She  just  made 
me  feel  I  was  welcome.” 

Apparently  many  people  felt 
welcome  because  1 53  attended  the 
first  Sunday  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  rented  building  Dec.  1. 

On  a  Sunday  morning  in  June, 
children  overflowed  the  Sunday 
school  rooms  and  spilled  out 
onto  the  playground. 

Worshippers  gathered  under 
ceiling  fans  in  the  sanctuary  made 
light  and  airy  by  two  glass  walls 
that  overlook  a  broad  expanse  of 
green  lawn  and  dense  trees. 


How  the  congregation 
(80  percent  of  them 
previously  unchurched) 
went  from  zero  to  an 
average  attendance  of 
125  is  literally  a  fish 
tale. 

A  father  and  his  two  sons  were 
baptized. 

Children,  always  encouraged 
to  participate  in  the  service, 
served  as  ushers  as  wells  as  aco¬ 
lytes,  their  legs  tan  under  their 
shorts  or  their  white  robes. 

After  worship,  the  entire  con¬ 
gregation,  young  and  old,  lined 
up  for  a  big  hug  from  “Virgie.” 

The  Holbrook  family — Pastor 
Virgie,  husband  Gregg  and  a  son 
and  daughter — have  moved  to 
Pottsboro.  They  are  submerged 
in  the  life  of  an  active  congrega¬ 
tion:  vacation  Bible  school  is  in 
full  swing,  and  plans  are  being 
made  for  the  second  annual 
“Loaves  and  Fishes  for  5,000” 
fish  fry  for  the  entire  community. 

But  a  cloud  looms  on  this  sun¬ 
ny  picture.  The  congregation’s 
rented  building  has  been  sold, 
and  they  have  30  days  from  clos¬ 
ing  to  vacate  the  property. 

“So  we  will  soon  have  150 
homeless  worshippers,"  Ms.  Hol¬ 
brook  said.  “But,”  she  continued, 
brushing  away  the  cloud,  “we’ve 
outgrown  that  building  anyway." 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

POTTSBORO,  Texas — Everyone  gets  a  hug  from  "Pastor  Vir¬ 
gie"  at  the  new  Lakeway  United  Methodist  Church. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 
The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 


roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

H  EGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


BIBLE  FOR 
BELIEVERS 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  PROGRAM 
Comparison  Invited. . . 

□  Trinity  □  Disciple 

□  Bethgl  □  Kerygma 

CHOOSE  WISELY,  CONSIDER 

V  Content  V  Theology 

V  Teachability  V  Cost 

and  vou  will  choose 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

LOOK  IT  OVER  ♦  INTRO  KIT  $15 

800-848-2131 


POTTSBORO,  Texas 


Congregational"  photos  show  the  growth  at  Lakeway  United  Methodist  Church  from  October 


1991  (inset)  to  April  1992. 


New  congregations  keep 
conference  growth  in  black 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  North  Texas  Annual  Conference,  which  started 
five  new  churches  this  year,  is  not  the  only  one  among 
the  denomination’s  72  regional  bodies  in  this  country 
enjoying  such  success. 

The  Central  Texas  conference  has  made  church  ex¬ 
tension  a  priority  since  1980.  The  Rev.  Edward  H. 
Otwell,  director,  told  the  Reporter  that  this  conference 
has  started,  reopened,  revitalized  or  relocated  27 
churches — 18  of  which  are  new  congregations. 

“Our  conference  has  led  [U.S.]  United  Methodism,” 
Dr.  Otwell  said,  “with  1 3  years  of  continuous  member¬ 
ship  growth.  If  we  remove  our  new  churches  from  the 
picture,  we  would  be  like  many  other  conferences. 

These  new  congregations  have  been  Hispanic,  Ton- 
ganese,  Korean  and  white. 

“The  first  church  we  started  in  1980  under  the  con¬ 
ferencewide  emphasis,  Genesis  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  now  has  more  than  1,400  mem¬ 
bers,”  he  continued. 

More  than  1,000  miles  across  the  Sunbelt  from  the 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  areas,  the  church’s  Desert  South¬ 
west  conference  has  started  24  new  churches  in  the 
eight  years  since  this  conference  was  split  off  from  the 
California-Pacific  conference. 

Joel  Huffman,  conference  treasurer,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  new  churches  are  the  number  one  priority  of 
the  Desert  Southwest. 

“Those  churches  are  what  have  kept  conference  mem¬ 
bership  in  positive  numbers  over  the  years,”  he  said. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

INFOSERV  STEPS  UP:  Anticipating  in¬ 
creased  calls  during  the  church’s  five  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conferences,  InfoServ  will  have  extra 
WATS  lines  and  staff  on  hand  July  13-17.  Infor¬ 
mation  on  the  results  of  balloting  for  new  bish¬ 
ops  in  all  jurisdictions  will  be  available  by 
calling  (800)-25 1-81 40  8  a.m.-4  p.m.  (CDT). 
Episcopal  election  results  will  also  be  available 
at  caller’s  expense  24  hours  daily  July  13-19  at 
(615)-742-5432. 

THREE  AT  ONCE:  The  congregation  of 
St.  Stephens  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bro¬ 
ken  Arrow.  Okla.,  is  celebrating  a  recent  distinc¬ 
tion  involving  its  ministerial  staff.  During  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  1 992  session,  the 
church’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Leslie  Penrose,  was  or¬ 
dained  an  elder;  associate  pastor  the  Rev.  Gina 
Deann  Smith  was  ordained  a  deacon,  and  diaco- 
nal  minister  Todd  A.  Spencer  was  consecrated. 
Oklahoma  conference  officials  believe  the  event 
to  be  a  first  in  their  region. 

STEWARDSHIP  FOCUS:  Equipping 
annual  conference  and  district  stewardship 
leaders”  will  be  the  focus  for  the  1992  National 
Association  of  Stewardship  Leaders’  Confer¬ 
ence  Sept.  14-27  in  Nashville.  More  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  from  the  Section  on 
Stewardship,  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

EDUCATOR  NAMED:  Robert  A.  Ar¬ 
mour  has  been  named  assistant  general  secretary 
for  schools  and  colleges  for  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
Dr.  .Armour,  a  life-long  United  Methodist  from 
Barton  Heights,  Va.,  was  an  English  professor  at 
the  Center  for  Educational  Development  and 
Faculty  Resources  at  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University  for  the  past  29  years. 

CAMPUS  WORKER  ADDED:  The 

Rev.  Delano  McIntosh  has  been  named  director 
in  the  campus  ministry  section  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try.  Ms.  McIntosh,  who  has  1 5  years’  secondary 
school  teaching  experience  in  Florida,  has 
served  as  campus  minister  at  Florida  A  &  M 
University  since  1989. 

STEPS  TOWARD  MERGER:  After 

more  than  four  years  of  debate,  Hubbard  Hos¬ 
pital,  a  unit  of  United  Methodist-related  Me- 
harry  Medical  College  in  Nashville,  and  the 
city’s  Metro  General  Hospital  are  taking  steps 
toward  merger.  The  merger,  if  carried  out,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  give  Meharry  a  financial  boost  and 
higher  community  visibility.  Meharry,  one  of 
J 1  historically  black  colleges  related  to  the 
church,  is  the  denomination’s  only  professional 
training  school. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  news  reports 


Churches  issue 
Africa  ultimatum 
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$475.1  million 
budgeted  for 
1993-1996 
churchwide 
activities 


$113.9  million  in  1993 
$116.9  million  In  1994 
$120.4  million  in  1995 
$123.9  million  In  1996 

$475.1  4-year  total 


Reporter  Snapshot 


In  1993... 

a  median*  125-member 
congregation ‘will  be  asked 
to  pay  about  $1,380  in 
churchwide  apportionments, 
up  $20  from  1992... 


or  about  $11 
per  member. 

*  one  half  of  al  congregations  have  more  members,  one  half  have  fewer 


This  church  wiH  be  asked  to  contribute  about: 
$1380,  or  $11.03  per  member  in  1993 
$1417,  or  $11.34  per  member  in  1994 
$1457,  or  $11.65  per  member  in  1995 
$1501,  or  $12.00  per  member  in  1996 

$5755,  or  $46.02/member  over  4  years 


/ 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  McKNIGHTy 


New  churchwide  health  plan 
challenged  over  abortion  role 


By  CAROL  FOUKE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Af¬ 
rica — The  South  African  Council 
of  Churches,  under  Methodist 
leadership,  has  given  that  coun¬ 
try’s  government  a  July  15  dead¬ 
line  for  addressing  the  ongoing 
violence  and  for  convening  an 
elected  constituent  assembly. 

By  June  24,  it  was  reported 
during  a  news  conference,  48 
people  had  died  as  the  result  of  a 
june  17  massacre  in  Boipatong,  a 
black  township. 

During  the  news  conference, 
the  church  council  promised  sev¬ 
eral  specific  activities  if  its  con¬ 
ditions  were  not  met: 

■  To  “call  all  our  partners 
abroad  to  demand  their  govern¬ 
ments  to  use  all  possible  pressure 
to  move  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment  to  respond”  to  the  stat¬ 
ed  demands; 

■  To  “call  on  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  team  to  withdraw  from  the 
Barcelona  Olympic  Games,  fail¬ 
ing  which  we  will  call  on  the 
world  community  to  ensure  that 
the  team  is  expelled. . . .  ”; 

■  To  “lead  our  people  into 
acts  of  peaceful  protest  as  mat¬ 
ters  of  witness  and  faith”; 

■  To  “defy  all  repressive  mea¬ 
sures,  even  a  state  of  emergency, 
which  the  state  may  be  tempted 


to  introduce  as  the  crisis  we  are 
already  in  continues  to  deepen.” 

The  Rev.  Khoza  Mgojo,  a 
Methodist  minister  and  council 
president,  declared  that  no  more 
lives  must  be  lost. 

“If  what  happened  in  Boipa¬ 
tong  happened  in  a  white  com¬ 
munity,  it  would  be  upside 
down,"  he  said.  “There  is  noth¬ 
ing  greater  than  life.  You  can 
make  any  demands  if  you  want 
to  save  life. 

“(When)  people  say  the  gov¬ 
ernment  cannot  control  (the  vio¬ 
lence),  it  means  this  government 
has  become  so  impotent  that  a 
new  government  must  come  in.” 

In  a  related  development,  the 
president  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa  addressed  a  let¬ 
ter  to  South  Africa  President  F.W. 
de  Klerk  and  to  Nelson  Mandela 
appealing  to  them  to  “make  every 
possible  effort,  and  to  consider  ev¬ 
ery  possible  concession,  to  main¬ 
tain  and  to  expedite  the  process  of 
negotiations.” 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba 
told  the  Reporter  he  strongly 
condemned  the  unprecedented 
killings  in  Boipatong. 

“The  assault  came  at  a  time 
when  South  Africa  was  close  to  a 
new  dispensation,”  he  added. 
Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  to  this  report. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  in  the 
Northwest  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  have  challenged  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  a  newly  adopted, 
churchwide  health-insurance 
plan  for  employees. 

They  claim  that  its  coverage  of 
“elective”  abortions  conflicts 
with  the  denomination’s  stance. 

Northwest  Texas  delegates  in 
June  petitioned  the  church’s  “Su¬ 
preme  Court,”  the  Judicial 
Council,  to  declare  whether  or 
not  coverage  of  elective  abor¬ 
tions  under  the  new  UMCare 
group-insurance  plan  is  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  church's  official  po¬ 
sition  on  abortion,  as  stated  in  its 
Social  Principles. 

The  nine-member  Judicial 
Council  will  consider  petitions 
from  Northwest  Texas  and  other 
conferences  concerning  UMCare 
at  its  October  session. 

United  Methodism’s  stance  on 
abortion — essentially  pro-choice 


with  restrictions  and  admonitions 
to  consider  alternatives —  acknowl¬ 
edges  “tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abortion.” 

“In  such  cases  (we)  support  the 
legal  option  of  abortion  under 
proper  medical  procedures,”  the 
statement  continues.  Abortion  as  a 
form  of  "birth  control”  or  “gender 
selection”  is  specifically  rejected. 

Abortion  has  been  an  issue  in 
the  denomination  since  1968. 

Each  session  of  the  denomina¬ 
tionwide  law-making  body,  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  has  amended  the 
church’s  stance,  with  delegates 
frequently  debating  whether  the 
amendments  strengthened  or 
weakened  the  pro-choice  stance. 

The  1992  General  Conference 
again  affirmed  the  position  with 
minor  changes. 

Northwest  Texas'  petition, 
written  by  the  Rev.  David  D. 
Ray,  takes  a  more  restrictive 
view  of  the  church’s  position. 

Said  Mr.  Ray,  “The  bottom  line 
is  the  United  Methodist  Church 


does  not  support  abortion  for 
birth  control  or  gender  selection. 

“UMCare  will  pay  for  any 
abortion,  and  more  than  90  per¬ 
cent  of  all  abortions  (performed 
in  this  country)  are  for  birth  con¬ 
trol  purposes. 

“Our  conference  will  not  pay 
for  abortions  as  birth  control,” 
he  added. 

Northwest  Texas  has  consistent¬ 
ly  opposed  a  more  liberal  view  of 
abortion  but  has  failed  in  efforts 
to  have  churchwide  agencies  with¬ 
hold  support  from  the  Religious 
Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights. 

Administrators  of  the  UMCare 
system,  however,  insist  the  new  in¬ 
surance  plan  is  faithful  to  both  the 
denomination’s  Social  Principles 
and  the  letter  of  federal  law. 

“This  is  a  very  subjective,  tick¬ 
lish  issue,”  said  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  Lambert,  head  of  the  group 
health-care  department  for  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  in  Evanston,  111. 


ART  COURTESY  OE  DENNIS  HEARLE 

Wesley  Home 
to  be  restored 

BRISTOL,  England — This  art 
depicting  Methodism's  most 
famous  hymn  writer  and  his 
18th  Century  home  is  the 
logo  for  a  new  restoration 
effort  unveiled  recently  by 
the  trustees  of  )ohn  Wesley's 
Chapel  in  England.  The  Rev. 
Dennis  Hearle,  coordinator 
of  the  fund-raising  effort, 
said  plans  are  to  restore 
Charles  Wesley's  home  to  its 
original  18th  Century  char¬ 
acter  for  use  as  a  museum. 


ft/drlcs  Weslens 
Jipusc. 

^Bristol. 
JrnuJand. 


UM  delegation  to  Earth  Summit 
returns  with  sense  of  urgency 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  came  back 
from  the  recent  Earth  Summit  in 
Brazil  expressing  a  sense  of  urgen¬ 
cy. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  executive,  agrees  that  the 
world  does  not  have  the  luxury  of 
another  20  years  to  deal  with  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems.  He  calls  the 
event  “the  first  round  in  our  peace 
treaty  with  the  earth.” 

Mr.  Hanson  said  it  was  signifi¬ 
cant  that  few  nations  blocked  ad¬ 
vancement  on  the  environment  and 
development  issues  and  that  many 
were  willing  to  make  major  finan¬ 
cial  contributions  toward  that  ef¬ 
fort. 

Actual  agreements  reached — 
some  legally  binding  and  some 
not — included: 


/■  A  biodiversity  treaty  requiring 
inventories  and  plans  for  plants  and 
wildlife; 

/  A  treaty  curbing  emissions  of 
gases  thought  to  contribute  to  glob¬ 
al  warming; 

/■  A  declaration  emphasizing  en¬ 
vironmental  protection  as  a  part  of 
economic  development; 

/  Agenda  21,  a  blueprint  to  clean 
up  the  global  environment,  and 

United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  of  White  Plains,  N.Y.,  said 
he  believes  the  unprecedented  gath¬ 
ering  of  120  heads  of  state  has  start¬ 
ed  a  generative  process,  with  results 
emerging  “in  unpredictable  ways.” 

One  way  may  be  through  new  co¬ 
alitions,  according  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Susan  Gray  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

She  said  she  believes  some  alli¬ 
ances  that  developed  “were  power¬ 
ful  during  the  summit  and  will 


continue  to  be  powerful.” 

She  pointed  to  the  European 
Community  and  Group  77,  an  orga¬ 
nization  of  developing  nations,  as 
examples. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Messer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
said  the  Earth  Summit  “dramatized 
the  fact  that  the  world  is  one  and 
that  no  solution  to  issues  of  ecology 
and  development  will  be  resolved 
by  any  one  nation  or  any  one  group 
of  people.  It’s  going  to  requires  tru¬ 
ly  global,  ecumenical,  interreligious 
effort.” 

Conferences  say 
flags  must  go 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Delegates  to  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  two  states  voted 
in  June  to  lobby  for  removal  of  the 
Confederate  flag  from  state  buildings 
and  other  “places  of  authority.” 

In  separate  actions,  delegates  to 
the  North  Georgia,  South  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  annual  confer¬ 
ences  agreed  that,  for  many,  the  flag 
symbolizes  deep  racial  divisions 
dating  back  to  the  U.S.  Civil  War. 

They  agreed  to  petition  state  legis¬ 
lators  to  remove  the  flag  from  con¬ 
temporary  government  emblems. 

South  Carolinians  added  that  the 
Confederate  flag  can  be  included 
appropriately  in  museums  and  oth¬ 
er  historical  displays. 

In  both  states,  the  actions  were 
not  without  impassioned  debate. 

Those  opposing  the  move  cited 
historical  reasons,  tradition  and 
pride  in  their  Southern  heritage. 

Others,  favoring  change,  insisted 
that  any  actions  toward  reconcilia¬ 
tion  among  racial  groups  must  be¬ 
gin  with  putting  such  symbols 
where  they  belong — with  other  rel¬ 
ics  of  the  past. 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 

1  Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
j  Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  diecueeion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop, 

P.O.  Box  660278,  Defies  TX  78266-0278  i 
(214)  630-6498  FAX:  (214)  6304)079 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con- 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION, 
full-time  in  progressive,  growing  church.  Respon¬ 
sibility  for  training  and  supporting  teachers;  oth¬ 
er  duties  negotiable.  Interviews  begin  July  20. 
Contact:  Iona  Hughes,  Coronado  Community 
United  Methodist  Church,  201  S.  Peninsula,  New 
Smyrna  Beach,  FL  32 1 69,  (904)  428-6252.  f 

YOUTH/SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  Full-time  inno- 
vative  and  enthusiastic  person  to  energize  youth 
for  1200-member  church.  Resume  plus  salary  to: 
Rev.  Dan  Hoke,  Walnut  Hill  UMC,  10066  Marsh 
Lane,  Dallas,  TX  75229. 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (part- 
time)  required  for  innovative  multi-racial,  multi- 
cultural  congregation  in  central  Los  Angeles.  Re¬ 
quires  strong  skills  as  organist  and  choir  director. 
Good  "people  skills"  essential  and  flexible  open 
attitude.  Ability  to  work  in  a  multi-racial,  multi- 
lingual  team  required.  Send  resume  by  July  10  to: 
Rev.  Alan  Jones,  Wilshire  UMC,  711  S.  Plym¬ 
outh  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90005. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  TENNESSEE  CON¬ 
FERENCE  United  Methodist  Foundation.  Avail- 
able  August  1 ,  1 992.  Send  resume  to:  1 808  West 
End  Ave.,  Suite  1001,  Nashville,  TN  37203,  Attn: 

Dr.  Harold  Andrews. 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  ASSISTANT,  30  hours 
weekly,  for  2200-member  growing  congregation. 
Other  than  organist  duties,  responsibilities  in¬ 
clude:  two  bell  choirs  and  one  children’s  choir,  49 
rank  4  manual  Moller.  Send  resume  by  July  15  to: 
Mr.  Tim  Ward,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  4669,  Oak  Ridge.  TN  37831-4669. 
(615)483-4357.  | 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  for 
2,000-member  church  in  university  community. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Missouri  United 
Methodist  Church,  204  South  9th  Street,  Colum¬ 
bia,  MO  65201.  : 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  to  plan,  develop,  and 
coordinate  activities  for  new  Family  Life  Center, 
Multiple  staff  church  with  1500  members.  Quali¬ 
fications:  M.A.  in  Christian  education  or  equiva¬ 
lent  degree,  prior  experience,  enthusiastic,  and 
evangelical.  Salary  is  open.  Send  resume  to:  Mike 
Mayhugh,  2803  53rd  St..  Galveston.  TX  77551. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  Director.  Northern  Illinois  effec- 
tive  September  1,  1992.  Application  deadline: 
July  29,  1992.  Compensation:  $45,000  salary/ 
benefits,  plus  housing  allowance  and  travel.  Con¬ 
tact:  Duk  Kwon,  1661  North  Northwest  High¬ 
way,  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068,  for  job  description 
and  application  form. 

PIANIST/ORGANIST  sought  for  a  growing,  vi¬ 
brant  congregation  in  the  beautiful  Colorado 
Rockies.  Piano  for  a  contemporary,  family  ori¬ 
ented  first  service;  and  organ  for  a  traditional  sec¬ 
ond  service  focused  around  a  newly  remodeled 

14  rank,  pipe  organ.  Additional  duties  possible. 
Part-time.  Excellent  compensation.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  or  to  apply,  write  or  call:  Rev.  John 
Olenyik.  19  S.  Park  Avenue.  Montrose,  CO 
81401,  (303)  249-3716.  Deadline:  July  15. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  POSITION  AVAIL- 
ABLE  focusing  on  children  and  youth  in  evan¬ 
gelical  church.  Write  for  job  description:  Rev. 
Johnny  Robertson,  Central  UMC,  Box  170,  Dal- 
hart,  TX  79022. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 

cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358.  ; 

STAFF  PERSON  NEEDED:  Youlh  Director/ 
Program  Coordinator.  Full-time  position  open. 
Salary  negotiable.  For  job  description  and  other 
details  call:  (601)  456-2203;  First  United  Meth- 
odist  Church,  Houston,  MS  3885 1 . 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
membership  approximately  2400,  in  Ocala,  Flori¬ 
da,  seeking  Organist  on  27-rank  Wicks  for  2  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  services  and  2-3  weekly 
choir  rehearsals.  AGO  affiliation  preferred.  Ap¬ 
plicant  should  work  well  with  all  ages  and  enjoy  a 
wide  range  of  musical  styles.  Salary  dependent 
upon  qualifications.  Send  resume  with  references 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Sil- 
ver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL  32670, 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  Ministries.  Full¬ 
time;  Bachelors  degree  required,  masters  degree 
desired.  Closing  date,  September  1,  1992.  Central 
United  Protestant  Church  (Methodist  Spon¬ 
sored),  Richland,  WA,  (509)  943-1 143,  FAX  943- 
5775. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  Congregational 
Care.  Full-time  position.  Diaconal  experience  de¬ 
sired.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  350,  Weatherford,  OK  73096. 


FOR  SALE:  48  PASSENGER,  1975  Chevrolet 
bus.  Automatic  transmission,  454  engine,  C-60 
chassis.  Good  condition.  $1,500.  Please  contact: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  601  San  Juan, 
La  Junta,  CO  8 1 050.  Phone:  (7 1 9)  384-77 1 7. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  TO  Youth  and 
their  families  for  2100-member  church  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  Develop  youth  ministry  in  active 
congregation.  Send  letter,  resume,  and  three  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Reverend  Michael  McKee,  Overton 
Park  UMC,  5001  Briarhaven  Road,  Fort  Worth, 
TX  76109. 


WANTED:  MANAGER  FOR  FARM  operated 
by  a  Christian  mission.  Full-time  position  requir¬ 
ing  experience  in  farming  operations,  stock  and 
fruit  trees.  Call  (606)  337-3613  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  write:  Henderson  Settlement,  P.O.  Box 
205,  Frakes,  KY  40940  for  application.  Applica- 
tion  deadline  August  1,  1992. 


SENIOR  ASSOCIATE  GENERAL  SECRE¬ 
TARY.  Division  administrator  responsible  for 
overseeing  the  work  of  the  Group  Health  Services 
Division;  work  cooperatively  with  the  General 
Secretary  and  Board  to  plan,  implement  and  sub¬ 
sequently  administer  major  new  UM  Care  plan. 
Experience  in  health  insurance  and  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  highly  preferred.  A  collegial,  par¬ 
ticipatory  management  style  is  required  for  suc¬ 
cess.  Send  resume  to  Geneva  Dalton,  General 
Board  of  Pensions.  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston, 
1L  60201,  Apply  by  August  1,  1992. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Respon¬ 
sible  for  relating  services  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  annual  conferences,  clergy  and 
lay  participants,  and  surviving  beneficiaries  in 
the  medical,  dental  and  death  benefit  programs 
administered  by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 
Must  retain  degree  and  membership  in  UMC.  In¬ 
surance  background  required.  Business  adminis¬ 
tration  and/or  experience  in  health  care  delivery 
knowledge  preferred.  Specific  emphasis  on  UM 
Care  implementation.  Send  resume  to  Michael 
Biladeau,  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1 200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Apply  by  August  1, 
1992. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  at  unique, 
progressive  congregation  with  600  worship  atten¬ 
dance  and  multiple  staff  team.  Energetic,  creative 
individual  needed  to  expand  and  strengthen  cur¬ 
rent  program  that  includes  work  camps,  retreats, 
musical  drama  and  nine-month  confirmation 
class.  Must  work  well  with  adult  volunteers  and 
with  youth.  Experience  required  in  these  program 
areas.  Compensation  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and  references  to; 
Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary  United  Methodist 
Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs  Pkwy.,  Colorado 
Springs,  CO  80918. 


GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  area  needs 
part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  available  now.  Experience  in 
youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits 
package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Parker 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1287, 
Parker,  CO  80134.  1 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  con¬ 
gregation  with  musical  tastes  from  Medema  to 
Rutter  to  Bach  to  world  music.  Current  compre¬ 
hensive  program  includes  eight  choirs  and  five 
weekly  worship  services.  Must  love  people  and 
music,  work  well  with  recruiting  and  supervising 
volunteers,  and  be  able  to  expand  and  build  on 
current  program  in  growing  congregation  of  600 
worship  attendance.  Large  church  experience 
strongly  preferred.  Compensation  commensurate 
with  experience.  Send  cover  letter,  resume  and 
references  to:  Dr.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church,  4210  Austin  Bluffs 
Pkwy.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80918. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

VACATION  BARGAIN  —  Lovely  vacation  cot- 
tage  in  Smoky  Mountains  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC. 
Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  deck.  Location  30 
minutes  away:  Asheville,  Cherokee  Indians,  Gat- 
linburg,  Maggie  Valley  and  other  unforgettable 
places.  $225.00  weekly,  $90.00  Week-end.  Call 
Don  at  (404)  552-8888. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver- 
age  seasonal  worship  attendance  1,000  plus.  Or¬ 
ganist  position  also  available.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902,(813)332-1152. 

ADOPTION  —  My  mom,  dad  and  I  want  to 
adopt  a  baby.  I  am  four  and  really  want  to  be  a 
big  brother.  Please  call  Nikki  collect:  (818)  706- 
8878  weekends:  (213)  482-5830  days. 

ENERGETIC,  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  Director 
desired  at  St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Melbourne,  Florida, 
beginning  mid  August.  Send  resume  to:  SPR 
committee,  1591  Highland  Avenue,  32937.  (407) 
254-6363. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment,  a  mission  agency  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference.  Frakes,  KY.  Send  resume  to: 
Allen  Lewis,  P.O.  Box  6,  Pineville,  KY  40977- 
0006.  Deadline:  September  1,  1992. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Children  and 
Youth  Ministry:  1700-Member  Cape  Coral  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Personnel  Committee,  4118  Corona¬ 
do  Parkway,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33904. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$  Catalog  $1  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt.,  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-1211.  (Accredited). 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clcrgy.  Charts/kits.  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia.  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 
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South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  a  busy  time  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  dele¬ 
gation.  They  will  campaign  for  the 
Conference’s  bishop  nominee,  pres¬ 
ent  the  jurisdiction’s  new  top  execu¬ 
tive  who  is  from  Louisiana  and 
represent  clergy  and  laity  from  600 
local  churches  in  voting  on  issues. 


Endings 

And 

Beginnings 


Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Superintendent 
Baton  Rouge  District 

Life  consists  of  many  endings  and  beginnings.  These  endings  and  be¬ 
ginnings  bring  major  changes  in  our  lives.  Some  things  are  lost.  Some 
things  are  gained.  Something  dies.  Something  is  born. 

Some  endings  we  welcome.  Some  things  we  are  delighted  to  see  pass. 
Some  beginnings  we  approach  with  optimism  and  hope.  But  other  end¬ 
ings  are  quite  painful.  Sometimes  we  lose  involuntarily  and  unwillingly  a 
person,  a  place  or  a  thing  that  means  so  much  to  us.  We  are  forced  to 
give  up  something  in  which  we  have  invested  so  much  of  ourselves. 
These  are  the  endings  we  fight  the  hardest.  At  such  times  we  grow  anx¬ 
ious  because  that  which  has  given  our  lives  stability,  security  and  mean¬ 
ing  is  taken  away  from  us. 

Letting  go  is  never  easy.  Too  often  we  try  to  turn  the  stepping  stones 
of  life  into  cornerstones.  But  stepping  stones  were  never  meant  to  be 
lived  on.  They  are  there  for  us  to  stand  on  temporarily  before  we  make 
the  leap  to  the  next  stone  on  life’s  way. 

Our  lives  are  meant  to  be  running  water  and  not  stagnant  pools.  God 
doesn’t  stand  still  and  he  will  not  allow  us  to  stand  still.  God  is  contin¬ 
ually  calling  us  to  new  tasks  and  duties  under  different  circumstances. 

Letting  go  is  a  vital  part  of  growing  in  our  Christian  faith.  We  cannot 
struggle  to  hold  on  to  what  lies  behind  and  still  expect  to  take  hold  of 
what  lies  ahead.  We  cannot  cling  to  what  was  once  real  for  us  and  still 
reach  out  for  what  is  yet  to  be  realized.  We  cannot  begin  anew  unless  we 
have  closed  some  doors  behind  us. 

As  we  enter  this  new  conference  year  may  we  not  only  let  go  of  what 
has  been  but  take  hold  of  the  power  that  Christ  offers  which  gives  us  the 
courage  to  change  and  grow.  In  Him  we  see  that  both  our  endings  and 
beginnings  are  gifts  from  God.  We  go  forward,  trusting  that  as  He  closes 
one  door,  He  at  the  same  time  opens  other  doors.  And  we  discover  that 
the  ending  we  thought  to  be  final  wa&only  a  prelude  to  yet  another  be¬ 
ginning  far  richer  and  fuller  than  any  we  had  imagined.  And  we  can 
move  forward  in  hope  and  anticipation  of  all  that  God  has  in  store  for  us. 


St.  Mark's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  recently  started  a  Singles  Ministry  to 
provide  support,  understanding,  fellowship  and  spiritual  enrich¬ 
ment  to  its  members.  Consultants  and  officers  are,  FRONT  ROW, 
FROM  LEFT,  Inez  W.  Christentery,  Gloria  High-Stewart,  Deborah  J. 
Daniels,  Sonya  Etienne,  Sandra  Kuykendall  and  BACK  ROW,  FROM 
LEFT,  Daniel  Heath  and  Eugene  Ennis.  The  group  will  meet  every 
third  Saturday  of  the  month  at  1 1:30  a.m.  in  the  church. 

'Competent  Clergy'  Theme 
Set  For  Ministers'  School 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Ministers’  School  will  have  as  its 
theme,  “Competent  Clergy:  Renew¬ 
al  for  Ministry.”  The  school  will  be 
held  July  27-30  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege. 

Guest  leader  will  be  Dr.  Lynn  R. 
Mims,  religion  professor  at  Oklaho¬ 
ma  City  University,  and  a  local  pas¬ 
tor  in  that  city. 

Other  faculty  members  are:  Bish¬ 
op  William  B.  Oden;  Dr.  John  M. 
Winn  Jr,  Center  for  Pastoral  Effec¬ 
tiveness,  Lake  Charles;  Dr.  Carole 


Cotton-Winn,  superintendent  of 
Lake  Charles  District,  and  the  Rev. 
William  D.  Peeples,  superinten¬ 
dent,  North  Shore  District. 

The  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Natchitoches,  is  dean 
and  the  Rev.  Isiah  Lee,  P.O.  Box 
1866,  Alexandria,  LA  71301,  (318) 
442-4434,  is  handling  registration. 
Late  registration  will  be  accepted  in 
the  Fireside  Room  of  R.  E.  Smith 
Building.  Other  registration  will  be 
from  10  a.m.  to  noon  in  the  lobby 
of  James  Dormitory. 


Around  the  Conference 


Young  people  from  Ingleside  and 
St.  John's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
joined  with  a  work-camp  group 
from  Texas  during  the  last  week  of 
June  to  repair  dwellings  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Beverly  Pierce  of  Istrouma 
Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission 
Center  and  CrossLines  Larry  Cole 
of  the  city  housing  authority  coordi¬ 
nated  the  project  as  a  joint  city- 
church  effort.  The  housing 
authority  provided  supervisors  to 
direct  the  work  of  the  teens  during 


one  ot  the  hottest  weeks  of  the  sum¬ 
mer. 

Work  was  done  on  30  apartments 
and  each  of  the  units  completed 
provided  housing  for  a  family. 

*** 

Dr.  John  Fellers,  new  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  has  been 
listed  among  “superior  preachers  of 
North  America”  by  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Claremont,  CA.  Video 
tapes  of  his  sermons  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  study  by  students  in  the 
school  library. 


Dr.  Chalker,  Ohio 


Workshop  Speakers  Will  Explain 
How  Communications  Can  Increase 


Attendance,  Pledges,  Participation 


Communications  within  a  con¬ 
gregation  and  the  evangelistic  exter¬ 
nal  public  relations  that  reaches 
prospective  or  non-attending  mem¬ 
bers  can  help  to  make  a  church 
stronger  and  more  effective.  Dr. 
Kenneth  W.  Chalker,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  from  Alliance, 
Ohio,  attests  to  the  fact  that  good 
communications  make  a  big  differ¬ 
ence.  He  was  assigned  to  First 
UMC,  Cleveland,  whose  member¬ 
ship  had  dwindled  from  3,000  to 
205  with  an  average  attendance  of 
less  than  70  at  worship. 

By  developing  a  plan  for  good 
communications  and  issuing  invita¬ 
tions  to  a  largely  unchurched  popu¬ 
lation,  the  church  doubled  in 
average  attendance  three  times  over 
in  the  first  nine  months! 

Some  of  the  things  that  worked  at 
First  UMC,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  will 
be  helpful  for  churches  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Dr.  Chalker,  several  profes¬ 
sional  Louisiana  communicators 
and  a  staff  member  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  will 
present  positive  information  and 

Conference  UMW 


Dr.  Sarah 
Kreutziger 
ideas  at  a  Louisiana  Conference 
Church  Communications  Workshop. 

On  August  29 

Reservations  are  being  received 
now  for  the  one-day  Conference 
workshop  to  be  held  Saturday,  Aug. 
29,  in  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Registration  and  coffee  will 
be  at  8:30  a.m.  followed  by  a  wel¬ 
come  and  greeting  by  the  host  pas¬ 
tor,  Dr.  Charles  Simmons,  and 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden.  The  regis¬ 
tration  fee  will  include  luncheon 
during  which  Dr.  Chalker  will  speak 
on  “How  to  Create  a  Comprehensive 
Communications  Plan”  sharing 
some  of  the  things  that  worked  for 


'Glimpses  of  God '  Set 
As  1992  Study  Theme 
For  School  of  Mission 


United  Methodist  Women  will 
receive  “Glimpses  of  God”  at  the 
1 992  School  of  Christian  Mission  as 
they  study  the  Middle  East,  Amos 
and  “Churches  in  Solidarity  With 
Women.” 

The  annual  conference-wide 
event  is  planned  for  Thursday,  July 
23,  through  Sunday,  July  26,  at 
Centenary  College. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  at  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  commented 
that  United  Methodist  Women  al¬ 
ways  know  in  advance  what  the  hot 
spots  and  the  current  topics  are  go¬ 
ing  to  be.  “This  year  is  no  excep¬ 
tion,  we  are  right  on  target,”  Betty 
Ferrington  of  Walker,  dean  of  the 
school,  said. 

New  Features 

Two  new  features  have  been  add¬ 
ed  to  this  year’s  school  —  a  work¬ 
shop  for  leaders  of  the  Children’s 
Study  and  a  workshop  for  leaders  of 
District  Mini  Schools. 

Lois  Heath  of  Baton  Rouge  is  as¬ 
sistant  dean  of  the  school  and  Nor¬ 
ma  Winegeart  of  Plain  Dealing  is 
president  of  Conference  UMW. 

“We  Belong  Together:  Churches 
in  Solidarity  With  Women,”  asks 
men  and  women  to  reconsider  how 
we  read  and  hear  the  Scriptures. 
The  study  will  focus  on  dealing  with 
a  tradition  that  has  often  harmed 
women.  It  will  ask  us  to  open  our 
worship  in  word  and  space  to  every¬ 
one  and  to  welcome  a  mission  that 
transforms  our  closest  relationships 
and  fulfills  God’s  promise  of  an  in¬ 
clusive  community. 

Leaders  for  that  study  will  be 
Cheryl  Gillespie,  who  has  taught 
deaf  and  multi-handicapped  chil¬ 
dren  and  is  director  of  Children’s 
Ministries  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Grace  Leavings  John¬ 
son  of  New  Orleans,  who  is  active 
in  civic,  social,  community  and 
church  work;  Harriet  Williams,  a 
participant  in  all  levels  in  the  UMC 
and  who  has  been  active  in  local 
and  state  advocacy  programs  for 
women  and  children  in  Alabama, 
and  the  Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes, 
Southern  University  campus  minis¬ 
ter. 

Spirituality  Focus 

Focus  of  the  study  of  the  prophet, 
Amos,  is  personal  spirituality. 
Leaders  will  be  the  Rev.  Mary  Sloan 
Baugh,  pastor  of  Genesis  UMC,  Ba¬ 


ton  Rouge;  the  Rev.  Ester  Ham¬ 
mond  of  Covington,  pastor  of  the 
Fitzgerald-Waldheim  Charge,  who 
formerly  taught  at  a  theological 
seminary  in  West  Africa,  and  the 
Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell,  pastor, 
St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  study  on  the  Middle  East, 
“Angle  of  Vision:  Christians  and 
the  Middle  East,”  promises  to  be  a 
refreshing  perspective  on  the  region 
often  perceived  only  as  a  problem 
to  Christians.  Participants  will  fo¬ 
cus  on  Christians  in  the  Middle 
East  and  those  of  other  faiths  while 
also  examining  the  causes  of  the 
conflicts. 

Instructors  will  be  Margaret 
Smith  Bryan  of  Shreveport,  who 
has  taught  in  Louisiana  schools  22 
years  and  one  year  in  South  Ameri¬ 
ca;  Lottie  Palazzo  of  Metairie,  a  for¬ 
mer  church  secretary  who  has 
served  as  dean  of  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Missions;  Paul 
Perry,  pastor  in  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  of  UMC,  who  has  made 
several  trips  to  the  Middle  East,  and 
Leora  Trice  of  Dallas,  who  did 
graduate  work  in  political  science  at 
LSU. 

Workshops 

Evelyn  Evans,  who  has  attended  a 
training  session  in  Nashville,  will 
lead  the  workshop  Saturday,  July 
25,  from  12:45  to  1:45  p.m.  on  how 
to  present  a  study  for  children.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  same  time,  the  workshop  for 
leaders  of  District  Mini  Schools  will 
be  held.  One  leader  in  each  area  of 
study  will  participate. 

Josephine  Smith,  song  leader, 
and  Jerry  Cook,  pianist,  will  coordi¬ 
nate  the  music  for  the  mission 
school. 

Fee  for  housing  at  Centenary  is 
S36  for  three  nights,  the  charge  for 
nine  meals  is  $36  and  registration 
fee  is  $10.  To  register  send  $  10  pay¬ 
able  to  Louisiana  Conference  UM 
Women.  (Pay  other  fees  upon  arriv¬ 
al.)  Include  name,  address,  church, 
district  and  choice  of  studies.  Send 
with  the  check  to:  Mary  F.  Spell, 
103  E.  Valcourt  Dr.,  Abbeville,  LA 
70510-2321,  phone,  (3  1  8)  893- 
4000).  Registrations  are  also  being 
accepted  through  UMW  in  individ¬ 
ual  churches.  Ferrington  said  regis¬ 
tration  also  will  be  accepted  at 
Centenary.  She  also  mentioned  that 
1.5  Continuing  Education  Unit 
credit  will  be  given  for  attendance. 


his  church. 

Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger,  Metairie, 

Conference  communications  com¬ 
mittee  chair  and  an  instructor  and 
department  head  at  Tulane  Univer¬ 
sity,  said,  “Persons  who  should  at¬ 
tend  include  communications 
committee  members,  pastors,  secre¬ 
taries,  church  newsletter  and  news¬ 
paper  editors,  persons  who  handle 
advertising  or  media  relations  for 
churches  and  any  others  who  want 
to  help  the  church  get  results  with 
better  internal  and  external  com¬ 
munications. 

“This  is  a  wonderful  opportunity 
right  here  in  our  own  state  to  get  a 
wealth  of  information  you  can  use,” 
she  added. 

From  UMCom  Staff 

Deanna  K.  Armstrong  of  Kansas 

City,  Mo.,  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  field  staff  member  from  UM¬ 
Com,  will  give  information  about 
“Energizing  Your  Church’s  News¬ 
letter/Newspaper,  “  during  an  after¬ 
noon  workshop.  At  the  initial 
assembly  she  will  speak  about 
“Church  Communications:  Sharing 
the  Message.” 

“Maximum  Coverage/Minimum 
Budget:  How  to  Get  the  Most  From 
Your  Local  Media,”  will  be  the  sub¬ 
ject  at  a  morning  workshop.  On  the 
panel  will  be  Greg  Toney,  religion 
editor.  The  Advocate;  Beth  Court¬ 
ney,  executive  director,  WLPB-TV, 
Louisiana  Public  Broadcasting,  and 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor  of 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
and  features  writer  for  other  news¬ 
papers  and  magazines. 

Right  Advertising 

“What  Kind  of  Advertising  Is 
Right  For  Your  Church?”  will  be  an¬ 
other  topic.  Panelists  are  to  be:  Dr. 
Chalker;  the  Rev.  Tim  Smith,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor,  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC,  New  Orleans,  who  uses  med¬ 
ia  publicity  to  promote  church  ac¬ 
tivities,  and  the  Rev.  Chris 
Andrews,  whose  congregation,  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  has  an  effec¬ 
tive  television  and  radio  ministry. 

An  afternoon  workshop  will  focus 
on  “Using  Audio/Video  for  Creative 
Church  Programming.”  On  the  pan¬ 
el  will  be  Alan  B.  Crow,  president  of 
Alan  B.  Crow  and  Associates  which 
handles  many  kinds  of  advertising 
including  political  and  church  cam¬ 
paigns;  Kerry  Townson,  president  of 
REACH,  service  organization  for 
religious  groups  interested  in  pro¬ 
ducing  programming  for  television, 
and  Judy  P.  Brewer,  director  of  the 
Conference  Resources  Center. 

Dr.  Kreutziger,  who  handled  pro¬ 
motions  of  The  Louisiana  Gather¬ 
ing.  and  Hollen  Brown,  senior 
account  executive,  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Business  Report,  will  speak 
on  “Promoting  Special  Events  and 
Campaigns.” 

Top  Communicator 

Dr.  Chalker,  who  holds  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  Divinity  School  and  a  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministry  degree  from 
Garrett-ETS  at  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  was  named  one  of  Cleve¬ 
land’s  most  interesting  people  for 
1988  by  Cleveland  Magazine.  He 
received  Cleveland  Advertising 
Club’s  “Outstanding  Communica¬ 
tion  Achievement  of  the  Year 
Award”  in  1988  and  the  same  year 
received  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Board  of  Publication’s 
“Circuit  Rider  Award.” 

Register  for  the  workshop  by 
Aug.  16.  Make  checks  ($15  per  per¬ 
son,  including  lunch)  payable  to 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  (with 
a  memo  designating  it  for  the  work¬ 
shop)  and  send  with  name,  address 
and  phone  to:  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Communications  Workshop, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5720. 

Those  attending  will  be  given  .7 
Continuing  Education  Unit  credit. 


Louisiana  will  send  28  delegates 
to  the  quadrennial  conference  to  be 
held  Sunday,  July  12,  through 
Thursday,  July  16,  in  Fort  Worth. 
Only  the  Texas  and  Oklahoma  con¬ 
ferences  will  send  a  larger  delega¬ 
tion  than  Louisiana,  the  number 
being  based  on  membership. 

The  election  of  new  bishops  and 
I  the  assignment  of 
1 1  active  bishops 
I  to  their  respective 
I  episcopal  areas 
I  will  highlight  the 
|  proceedings. 

Louisiana  has 
(endorsed  Dr.  Al- 
1  fred  L.  Norris' 
who  will  be  con- 
I  sidered  as  a  can- 
Dr.  L  Ray  Branton  didate  for  the 
episcopacy. 

One  influence  is  the  Coalition  for 
an  Inclusive  Episcopacy,  which  in¬ 
cludes  representatives  from  a  wom¬ 
en’s  leadership  team,  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  the 
national  Hispanic  caucus  known  as 
MARCHA  and  the  Rio  Grand  Annu¬ 
al  Conference.  The  denomination¬ 
wide  women’s  group  called  “Weave 
the  Vision,”  is  coordinated  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  by  the  Rev.  Marie 
Williams  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  coalition  has  expressed  its 
commitment  that  “the  first  persons 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  at  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  African-American, 
Hispanic  and  women.” 

New  Executive 

Other  jurisdictional  matters  will 
be  acted  upon.  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton, 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  is  the 
jurisdictions’  newly  assigned  execu¬ 
tive.  Dr.  Branton  will  replace  Dr. 
Earl  Carter,  who  is  retiring  this  year 
as  the  chief  administrative  officer. 
Delegates  will  vote  on  whether  to 
change  the  jurisdictional  leader’s  ti¬ 
tle  to  executive  director  of  mission 
and  administration. 

To  be  elected  are  representatives 
to  the  1 1  general  agencies  of  the 
church  and  trustees  to  the  three  in¬ 
stitutions  of  the  Jurisdiction-Lydia 
Patterson  Institute,  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  and  SMU. 

Business  will  be  held  in  the  Wor¬ 
thington  Hotel  and  worship  is  to  be 
in  First  UMC,  Fort  Worth.  Bishop 
William  Oden  of  Louisiana  is 
among  bishops  of  the  jurisdiction 
who  will  conduct  parts  of  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Bishop  Oden  will  preside  during 
the  Wednesday  session.  The  Order 
of  the  Day  will  be  a  presentation  on 
“The  Call  for  A  New  Beginning,”  a 
feature  of  the  conference  which  will 
invite  a  fresh  start  in  the  life  of  all 
God’s  people  in  response  to  the 
mandate  of  the  Gospel. 

Representing  Laity 

Lay  delegates  to  the  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  Conference  will  be:  Paul  D. 
White,  Alexandria;  Dr.  Nancy  M. 
Carruth,  Bunkie;  John  T.  Porter, 
Shreveport;  Hubert  Blanchard,  Sul¬ 
phur;  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump  and  Amy 
Ward,  both  of  New  Orleans,  and 
Carolyn  Dove,  Baton  Rouge. 

Also,  Bob  Sides,  Lafayette;  Mat 
Kawasaki,  Slidell;  Judge  Carl  E. 
Stewart,  Shreveport;  Bob  Nash. 
Pineville;  Seola  Callahan.  Oakdale, 
and  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Due  to  illness  Jack  Dew  will 
be  replaced  by  Welton  Brumfield 
Jr.,  Amite,  reserve  lay  delegate. 

Other  laity  alternates  are:  Patricia 
H.  Hogan,  Natchitoches;  Vera 
Packer  of  Slidell,  and  O.  Fred  Loy 
of  Baton  Rouge. 

Voting  Ministers 

Ministerial  delegates  to  the  Fort 
Worth  meeting  will  be:  Dr.  Alfred 

L.  Norris,  Atlanta;  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland,  Monroe;  Dr.  Carole 
Cotton-Winn,  Lake  Charles;  Dr.  L. 
Ray  Branton,  Dallas;  the  Rev. 
William  D.  Peeples,  Mandeville; 
the  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  Slidell. 

Also,  the  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  of 
Ruston;  the  Rev.  Chris  H.  Andrews, 
Baton  Rouge;  the  Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Campbell,  Slidell;  Dr.  Charles  B. 
Simmons,  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  John 

M.  Lee,  Monroe;  the  Rev.  Donald 
R.  Avery,  Alexandria;  Dr.  John  M. 
Winn,  Lake  Charles,  and  the  Rev. 
R.  Larry  Stafford,  Bossier  City. 

Clergy  alternates  are  Dr.  Douglas 
McGuire  of  Ruston  and  Dr.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin,  the  Rev.  Carol  Susan 
Winn  and  the  Rev.  Marie  P.  Wil¬ 
liams,  all  of  Baton  Rouge. 

In  Memoriam 

The  Rev.  Roger  J.  Transpers,  a 
retired  minister,  died  June  22.  Fu¬ 
neral  services  were  held  June  29  in 
Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

The  United  Methodist  pastor 
served  in  Northern  Mississippi  and 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  from 
1948-1985  when  he  retired. 
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Editorial 


Sports  &  spiritual  life 


"Athletes  exercise  self-control  in  all 
things;  they  do  it  to  receive  a  perishable 
wreath,  but  m«  [Christians]  an  imper¬ 
ishable  one”  (1  Corinthians  9:23). 

The  apostle  Paul's  analogy  be¬ 
tween  sports  and  the  spiritual  life 
offers  an  insight  worth  pondering 
on  the  eve  of  the  1992  summer 
Olympics  Games. 

Unfortunately,  the  image  of  “self- 
control”  with  respect  to  modem  ath¬ 
letics  is  tarnished  in  recent  times. 

Two  examples: 

The  first  involves  performance¬ 
enhancing  drugs  which,  of  course, 
are  banned  for  Olympic  athletes. 
Hence,  when  Canadian  sprinter  Ben 
Johnson  was  stripped  of  his  1988 
gold  medal  after  testing  positive  for 
steroids,  the  scandal  skewed  public 
perceptions  of  the  Olympics.  Cynics 
were  prompt  to  wonder  how  many 
athletes  do  NOT  get  caught. 

The  second  example  relates  to 
concerns  voiced  about  the  contem¬ 
porary  link  between  money  and  ath¬ 
letics.  Case  in  point:  the  recent  fail¬ 
ure  of  a  U.S.  decathlete  to  qualify 
for  this  year’s  Olympics.  Talk-show 
hosts  were  bombarded  by  callers  lay¬ 
ing  the  blame,  fairly  or  not,  on  “fi¬ 
nancial  distractions"  stemming  from 
his  ties  to  a  well-known  shoe  compa¬ 
ny’s  ad  campaign  featuring  the  ath¬ 
lete  and  his  main  competitor. 

We  believe  the  reality  of  such 
temptations  facing  today’s  athletes — 
and  the  rest  of  us! — gives  20th-Cen¬ 
tury  relevance  to  St.  Paul’s  point: 


Self-control,  whether  by  an  Olym¬ 
pic  athlete  or  a  follower  of  Christ,  is 
a  vital,  exceedingly  demanding  but 
richly  rewarding  virtue. 

Temptations  to  stray  from  self- 
control,  whether  in  physical  train¬ 
ing  or  a  disciplined  moral  life,  have 
always  existed.  But  so-called  “ad¬ 
vantages"  of  the  modem  world — 
mass  production  and  relatively  in¬ 
expensive  availability  of  body¬ 
changing  drugs,  for  example — have 
introduced  enticements  to  stray  un¬ 
known  in  biblical  times. 

Particularly  inspiring,  therefore, 
are  those  times  when  one  over¬ 
comes  such  temptations  and  excels. 
Hence,  when  superbly  conditioned 
athletes  wave  from  the  Olympic  vic¬ 
tors’  stand,  their  elation  points  be¬ 
yond  the  immediate  moment. 

At  a  deeper  level,  their  achieve¬ 
ment  resonates  with  the  spirit  in 
each  of  us  that  aspires,  often  against 
enormous  odds,  to  excellence:  to  do 
and  to  be  our  very  best — spiritually, 
morally  and  physically. 

Take  time,  therefore,  to  watch  at 
least  some  of  the  Olympic  Games 
on  television  this  summer.  They’re 
certain  to  be  packed  with  life’s  dra¬ 
ma.  ranging  from  joy  to  despair. 

If  you’re  perceptive,  you  just 
might  glimpse  via  the  athletes’ 
strain  for  victory — over  themselves 
as  much  as  any  opponent — a  vision 
of  the  eternal  victory  promised 
those  who  faithfully  “run  the  race” 
set  before  us  as  followers  of  Christ. 
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Sprinter  Gwen  Torrence  celebrates  winning  the  women's  100  meter 
sprint  at  the  recent  Olympic  Trials.  The  self-control  required  to 
“win,"  whether  as  an  Olympic  athlete  or  a  follower  of  Christ,  is  a 
vital,  exceedingly  demanding  but  richly  rewarding  virtue. 


Are  we  first  NEW  United  Methodist  church? 


I  was  delighted  to  read  the  June 
19  letter  from  Bob  Ellson  of  the 
Holiday  UMC  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
concerning  his  church’s  upcoming 
25th  anniversary. 

Mr.  Ellson  asked  if  his  church 
was  the  first  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  country.  I  want  to  put 
in  my  church’s  bid  for  that  honor. 

The  Uniting  Conference  in  Dallas 
concluded  on  Saturday,  May  4, 
1 968,  after  two  weeks  of  meetings. 
Our  church  held  its  first  worship 
service  in  Grand  Island,  Nebraska 
on  Sunday,  May  5,  1968. 

The  name  “First  United  Method¬ 
ist”  was  chosen  because  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  that  we  would  be  the  first  new 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
country  if  we  held  our  opening  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  the  very  next  day  af¬ 
ter  the  Uniting  Conference  ended. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  greet¬ 
ings  from  our  church  were  read  at 
the  Uniting  Conference  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  May  2,  announcing  our  first 
worship  service. 

At  our  opening  worship  service, 
43  members  were  received.  Our 
church  was  formally  chartered  on 
Sunday,  September  15,  1968  with 
105  charter  members.  Now,  some 
24  years  later,  we  have  a  little  over 
500  members  and  are  still  growing. 

Regardless  of  who  has  the  honor 
of  being  the  first  United  Methodist 
Church  in  our  country,  I  am  happy 
to  know  that  we  at  First  UMC  in 
Grand  Island  are  not  alone  in  an¬ 


ticipating  our  upcoming  25th 
anniversary. 

Best  wishes  to  all  of  our  new 
United  Methodist  churches! 

Dale  A.  Howard 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska 

We  must  change  attitudes 

I  feel  I  must  comment  on  the 
question  raised  in  the  June  19  edi¬ 
torial  concerning  “baby  boomer” 
church  dropouts:  “How  should  we 
respond?” 

The  church  has  not  changed — it 
has  the  answers  for  the  baby  boom¬ 
ers  just  as  it  has  over  the  ages  for  all 
Christians.  The  answers  are  deeply 
rooted  in  the  doctrines  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  church. 

The  needs  of  all  Christians  are 
met  in  the  love  of  God.  The  answers 
may  not  fulfill  the  wants  of  people. 
It  would  be  a  terrible  mistake  for 
the  church  to  change  to  meet  the 
wants  of  people,  any  people. 

For  the  church  to  change  to  meet 
wants  instead  of  needs  would  dam¬ 
age  and  lose  the  church  for  all,  not 
just  the  baby  boomers.  The  answer 
lies  in  changing  the  attitude  of  baby 
boomers  and  others  who  seek  what 
they  want,  not  what  they  need,  from 
the  church. 

If  we  fail  to  change  the  attitudes 
of  these  people,  they  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  will  indeed  be  lost  to  the 
church. 

Jimmy  L.  Steele 
Center,  Texas 


Here's  why  we  left 

This  is  in  response  to  the  June  edi¬ 
torial  in  which  you  asked  what  the 
“boomer”  dropouts  are  telling  us. 

My  husband  and  I  are  both  baby 
boomers  and  were  bom  and  raised  in 
the  church.  We  too  have  struggled 
with  the  issue  of  whether  or  not  to 
continue  going  to  church.  Among  our 
reasons  for  not  wanting  to  attend 
were  our  feelings  that  pastors  no 
longer  have  a  concern  for  people’s 
souls  and  spiritual  growth,  are  no 
longer  preaching  just  Jesus  and  the 
Scriptures  and  that  going  to  church  is 
like  listening  to  the  world  news. 

In  addition,  preachers  do  not 
speak  out  against  sin,  hell,  or  Satan. 

We  have  left  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  have  found  a 
church  that  is  traditional  in  its  wor¬ 
ship,  where  Jesus  is  central,  where 
quality  and  excellence  are  brought 
into  each  service,  and  there’s  no 
doubt  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  pres¬ 
ent!  We  are  continuing  to  pray  for 
all  churches  and  clergy  that  they 
will  return  to  Jesus  and  His  whole¬ 
some  words. 

Until  they  do,  all  denominations 
will  continue  to  lose  members. 

Vickie  A.  Nixon 
Hanna  City,  Illinois 

Talk  about  family  values 

Everyone  on  the  pike  has  come 
forward  on  family  values  except  the 
church.  Have  we  no  voice  on  this 
issue? 


The  “boomers”  are  telling  the 
church  that  it  is  irrelevant.  Its  fail¬ 
ure  to  address  the  family  values  fo¬ 
rum  sweeping  the  nation  is  one 
more  evidence  that  they  are  correct. 

Charles  H.  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

Plea  for  good  music  praised 

Thank  God  for  people  like  Jane 
Hawes,  who  wrote  the  letter  head¬ 
lined,  “Get  back  to  Bach”  (see 
UMR,  May  29).  We  need  to  hear 
from  genuine  professional  musi¬ 
cians  like  she  says  she  is,  who  know 
the  score  (no  pun  intended). 

You  can  only  wonder  about  the 
knowledge  and  qualifications  of 
people  who  advance  themselves  as 
“experts”  when  they  make  state¬ 
ments  to  the  effect  we  don’t  need 
the  music  of  Bach  and  Beethoven  to 
reach  people  under  30.  The  works 
of  these  men  are  only  a  tiny  part  of 
an  unbelievably  fine  and  huge  heri¬ 
tage  of  first-class  music,  about  99 
percent  of  which  is  unknown  to  the 
average  churchgoer. 

Anyone  with  some  musical  expe¬ 
rience  knows  that  when  people  are 
first  introduced  to  the  music  of 
such  men,  it  often  comes  to  them  as 
a  revelation.  Where  are  people  go¬ 
ing  to  hear  this  caliber  of  music  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  church  or  the  occasional 
symphony/chorus  performance? 

Loren  Jacobson 
Littleton,  Colorado 


Faithfully  yours — 

Myself-at-16  gives  me  fresh  perspective  on  life 


The  other  day  I  got  a  fix  on 
myself. 

I  didn’t  intend  a 
fix  on  my  self  as  I 
am  now.  Rather,  I 
contemplated  re¬ 
pairing  the  frac¬ 
tured  frame  of  a 
portrait  of  me  at 
age  1 6. 

When  I  accept-  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
ed  the  portrait  from  my  mother, 
who  had  no  more  room  for  it,  I 
hadn’t  anticipated  the  test  of  faith 


its  presence  in  my  life  would  prove 
to  be. 

For  several  weeks  Myself-at-16 
sat  on  the  floor  propped  against  my 
bulging  bookshelves,  awaiting  her 
promised  repair.  The  location  gave 
her  a  vantage  point  on  sights  I’m 
sure  she  never  expected  to  see. 

She  watched  my  oft-reluctant 
stewardship,  juggling  a  ceaseless 
cascade  of  bills  which  qualifies  me 
as  an  adult  anywhere  in  the  credit- 
driven  world. 

She  watched  the  comical  process 


of  a  writer  at  work:  a  pacing,  mut¬ 
tering  quest  to  catch  the  waters  of 
divine  inspiration  with  the  crude 
sieve  of  a  sentence. 

Myself-at-16  watched  me  stumble 
through  a  workaday  morning  rou¬ 
tine:  fixing  breakfast,  packing 
lunches,  tending  our  son’s  summer- 
camp  case  of  poison  ivy  while  my 
husband  tenderly  teased,  “Marry 
me  and  I’ll  take  you  away  from  all 
this.” 

Myself-at-16  never  expected  to 
observe  such  mundane  happenings. 


She  dreamed  of  living  in  Paris,  of 
writing  novels  to  worldwide  ac¬ 
claim.  The  life  she  envisioned  was 
one  untried  by  stresses  large  and 
small  which  can  sunder  the  sturdi¬ 
est  frame. 

Each  time  I  passed  her,  the  por¬ 
trait  caused  me  to  pause.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  my  life  is  from  what  she 
thought  it  would  be!  Have  I,  like  her 
frame,  failed  the  test  of  time? 

In  the  end,  despite  the  stubborn 
voice  in  my  head  that  urged  me  to 
undertake  my  own  repairs,  I  took 
the  portrait  to  a  master  framer. 

“What  a  great  old  frame!”  he  said 
when  he  saw  it.  “I  can  sell  you  a 
new  one  if  you  want,  but  I  can  fix 
this  one  for  you  in  a  few  minutes.” 

So  Myself-at-16  went  off  in  ex¬ 
pert  hands,  returning  with  cracks 
mended  and  holes  filled. 

Now  I’m  trying  to  find  a  place  to 
hang  her  where  I  can  see  her  often. 
That  way,  she  can  carry  out  her  new 
mission — reminding  me  often  of 
how,  with  bonding  love  in  all  my 
cracks,  the  genuine.  Master  Framer 
fashions  my  life. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Here  I  Stand— === 
Homosexual  issues  need 
less  politics,  more  ministry 

By  ROBERT  L.  KUYPER  - 


Doing  yard  work  on  my  day  off,  I 
just  happened  to  come  into  the 
house  where  I  could  hear  the  tele¬ 
phone  ring. 

The  caller  was  a  colleague  who 
told  me  that  a  male  prostitute  who 
wanted  to  stop  his  homosexual  be¬ 
havior  had  come  to  him  for  coun¬ 
seling.  He  asked  me  what  he  should 
do  to  minister  to  this  man. 

We  quickly  determined  that  the 
prostitute’s  basic  problem  was  a 
drug  addiction  which  caused  him  to 
sell  his  body  to  get  money  to  pay  for 
drugs.  We  agreed  my  colleague 
should  refer  his  visitor  to  a  drug 
treatment  program. 

This  is  one  example  of  the  many 
real-life  ministry  questions  I  have  en¬ 
countered  as  a  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  and  the  national  coordinator  for 
the  “Transforming  Congregations” 
program,  which  seeks  to  assist  homo¬ 
sexual  people  who  want  to  change. 

Report  being  made  available 

Some  of  these  real-life  ministry 
questions  are  mentioned  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  denominationwide 
Committee  to  Study  Homosexual¬ 
ity.  This  report  was  received  by  the 
1 992  General  Conference  and  is  be¬ 
ing  made  available  to  local  congre¬ 
gations  for  study. 

The  report  points  out  that  minis¬ 
try  with  homosexual  people  differs 
according  to  one’s  theological  per¬ 
spective  on  the  acceptability  of  ho¬ 
mosexual  practice. 

If  one  believes  that  homosexual 
practice  can  be  appropriate  within  the 
context  of  a  committed  relationship, 
one’s  ministry  is  more  likely  to  take 
the  form  of  assisting  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  accept  their  orientation. 

However,  if  one  believes,  as  I  do, 
that  homosexual  practice  is  incompat¬ 
ible  with  Christian  faith,  then  one’s 
ministry  must  take  another  form. 

I  think  the  General  Conference 
gave  clear^direction  on  what  form 
United  Methodist  ministry  with  ho¬ 
mosexual  people  ought  to  take 
when  delegates  amended  one  of  the 
recommendations  in  the  homosex¬ 
uality  study  report. 

The  amended  recommendation, 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  783  to  159, 
reads:  “We  recommend  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources  consistent  with  the 
Social  Principles  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  support 
ministry  to  and  with  homosexual 
persons  by  individuals,  groups,  local 
churches,  annual  conferences  and  the 
general  church  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  these  resources  will  reflect  di- 
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"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Robert  L. 

Kuyper  is  minister  of  \ 

Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
kersfield,  Calif. _ _ 

(CaUfornia-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

'  versifies  of  informed  viewpoint.” 

This  statement  calls  us  to  minis¬ 
ter  in  ways  consistent  with  our  So¬ 
cial  Principles,  which  say: 
“Homosexual  persons  are  individ¬ 
uals  of  sacred  worth  . . .  although 
we  do  not  condone  the  practice  of 
homosexuality. . .  ” 

So  far  the  debate  over  homosex¬ 
uality  has  been  one  of  politics,  be¬ 
ing  for  or  against  the  practice  of 
homosexuality.  Now  the  discussion 
turns  to  the  issue  raised  in  the 
amended  recommendation:  How  do 
we  minister  to  people? 

He  gave  ministry  answer 

When  the  disciples  of  John  the 
Baptist  came  to  Jesus  seeking  to  find 
out  if  Jesus  was  the  messiah,  Jesus 
did  not  give  them  a  political  answer. 
He  did  not  give  them  the  vote  of  the 
Sanhedrin  or  the  number  of  messi¬ 
anic  synagogues.  Rather,  he  gave 
them  a  ministry  answer,  pointing  to 
ministry  that  was  being  done. 

If  we  are  to  follow  our  Lord,  we 
too  will  seek  ministry  answers. 

When  the  prodigal  son  returned 
home,  he  was  faced  with  a  loving  fa¬ 
ther  and  a  demanding,  legalistic 
older  brother.  That  is  the  choice  be¬ 
fore  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
I  pray  that  we  will  choose  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  loving  father. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Train  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he 
will  not  depart  from  it.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  John  13:34) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  13 

Monday:  Psalms  139:1-12 
Tuesday:  Psalms  139:13-18 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  2:1,6-14 
Thursday:  Luke  10:21-24 
Friday:  Luke  10:25-37 
Saturday:  Colossians  1:1-8 
Sunday:  Colossians  1:9-14 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist  § 

Development 

Fund 


Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Investment 

Rate* 

4  year  term 

$100 

6.50% 

1  year  term 

$100 

4.00% 

Flexible 

$100 

3.50% 

*  Rates  subjec 

:t  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing 
your  own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular. 
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MAJOR  DROUGHT  APPEAL:  Efforts 

have  begun  to  minimize  the  impact  of  a  drought 
in  12  African  countries  affecting  millions  of 
people.  Multi-million-dollar  appeals  have  been 
launched  by  both  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  According  to  Willis  Logan, 
director  of  the  NCC’s  Africa  office,  the  goal  is 
to  avoid  the  level  of  widespread  starvation  that 
occurred  in  Ethiopia  in  the  1980s.  The  new 
twist  is  the  drought  affecting  southern  Africa. 
“The  very  countries  that  in  the  past  have  been 
food-exporting  countries  are  experiencing 
drought  themselves.”  said  Mr.  Logan.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  already 
collecting  donations  through  Emergency  Appeal 
No.  101250-4,  expects  to  announce  a  major  Af¬ 
rican  drought  campaign  in  July. 

ILLNESS  DISCLOSED:  Billy  Graham 

has  Parkinson’s  disease,  a  progressive  disorder 
of  the  central  nervous  system,  but  is  continuing 
his  normal  crusade  activities,  according  to  the 
Billy  Graham  Evangelistic  Association.  In  a 
statement  last  week  the  association  said  the  73- 
year-old  evangelist  was  diagnosed  with  the  dis¬ 
ease  about  three  years  ago  during  a  routine 
checkup. 

BETTER  JUDGES?  Ann  Thompson  Cook, 

executive  director  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights,  said  following  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  on  abortion  that  the  court  “has 
just  placed  itself  between  women  and  their  reli¬ 
gion.  The  court  decided  that  politicians  are  bet¬ 
ter  judges  of  women’s  religious  beliefs  than 
women  themselves.  Apparently  the  justices 
have  mistaken  their  judicial  robes  for  priestly 
garments.”  Ms.  Cook,  a  United  Methodist,  not¬ 
ed  that  the  36  religious  groups  in  her  coalition 
all  support  abortion  rights.  She  said  this  belies 
the  widespread  belief  that  “religious  people  are 
against  abortion.” 

PRACTICE  OPPOSED:  Medical  prac¬ 
tices  at  a  merged  United  Methodist-Roman 
Catholic  hospital  in  Kansas  have  drawn  strong 
objection  from  United  Methodism’s  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference.  Before  the  merger  of 
Hadley  Medical  Center  and  St.  Anthony’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  women  could  have  tubal  ligations  per¬ 
formed  in  conjunction  with  Caesarean  sections 
or  other  surgery.  Now  such  a  procedure  requires 
a  review  by  the  Catholic-dominated  ethics  com¬ 
mittee. 

POOR  FEEL  DECEIVED  The  poor  of 

the  world  Teel  deceived  and  abandoned  by 
churches  “unwilling  to  exert  the  effort  to  make 
Jesus  incarnate  in  the  rough-and-tumble- of  the 
daily  human  struggle,”  a  Methodist  ecumenical 
leader  from  the  Caribbean  told  a  recent  interna¬ 
tional  assembly  of  church  workers.  The  Rev.  Al¬ 
lan  F.  Kirton,  now  teaching  at  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Resource  Center  in  Atlanta, 
made  that  observation  in  an  address  to  the  16th 
International  Diakonia  Assembly.  Dr.  Kirton  is 
immediate  past  general  secretary  of  the  Carib¬ 
bean  Conference  of  Churches. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  breakthrough  on  the  Baltic  Sea 

Gifts  from  U.S.  help  Estonians  break  ground  for  first  new  church  complex 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

The  first  public  expansion  of 
church  facilities  in  Estonia  since 
the  Baltic  nation  gained  indepen¬ 
dence  from  the  former  Soviet 
Union  last  year  is  taking  shape  in 
a  new  United  Methodist  center. 

The  congregation  of  Parnu 
United  Methodist  Church  broke 
ground  Pentecost  Sunday  (June  8) 
for  a  $500,000  church  complex 
that  will  include  a  sanctuary,  par¬ 
sonage  and  community  center  fa¬ 
cilities  in  the  60,000-population 
port  city  on  the  Baltic  Sea. 

Contributions  from  U.S.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  helped  secure  the 
initial  $150,000  the  Parnu 
church  needed  to  start  construc¬ 
tion,  said  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  mission  interpreter  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Ministries  the  congregration 
intends  to  operate  from  the  six 
buildings  in  the  new  “Agape” 
Community  Center  include: 

/  Sunday  school  classes; 

/  A  Christian  bookstore; 

/  Aid  for  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities; 


•f  Counseling  and  shelter  for 
children  from  broken  homes; 

/  A  conference  and  concert 
hall; 

/  An  office  for  the  Estonian 
Bible  Society. 

Media  report  on  project 

The  congregation’s  project  has 
drawn  great  interest  in  Estonia.  Its 
local  and  national  media,  including 
newspapers,  radio  and  television, 
have  reported  on  the  buildings' 
progress,  said  the  Rev.  Ullas 
Tankler,  Parnu  UMC’s  pastor. 

Mr.  Tankler  and  his  family  vis¬ 
ited  the  United  States  last  sum¬ 
mer  to  announce  the  project  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  31,  1 99 1 )  just  at  the 
time  Estonia  declared  its  inde¬ 
pendence  from  what  was  still  the 
U.S.S.R. 

Parnu  town  council  members 
have  pledged  to  raise  10  percent 
of  building  costs,  he  said. 

“The  trust  toward  the  [United] 
Methodists  is  growing  in  the 
town,”  Mr.  Tankler  said  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  the  Reporter  from  Parnu. 
“I  think  the  reason  for  that  is 
that  we  are  not  making  our  plans 
in  secret  [as  Christians  were 
forced  to  do  under  communism]. 


“We  ask  for  advice  from  the 
specialists  in  the  areas  where  we 
wish  to  give  our  contribution, 
like  the  work  with  the  handi¬ 
capped,  or  the  children  in  crisis 
or  the  cultural  affairs.  All  this  has 
tremendously  increased  the  num¬ 
ber  of  good  contacts  between  the 
congregation  and  people  from 
‘outside’.” 

The  recent  groundbreaking 
was  attended  by  about  300 
townspeople  and  church  mem¬ 
bers  (see  accompanying  picture). 

Significant  growth 

A  highlight  of  the  ceremony 
was  a  Christian  drama  presented 
by  Sunday  school  pupils.  Class 
attendance  has  grown  from  30  to 
160  in  the  past  three  years,  said 
Mr.  Tankler. 

Although  the  Parnu  congrega¬ 
tion  officially  numbers  less  than 
100,  support  from  the  United 
States  helps  it  serve  a  wide  con¬ 
stituency  among  its  neighbors, 
the  pastor  added. 

In  addition  to  starting  con¬ 
struction  on  its  buildings,  the 
Parnu  church  began  a  radio  min¬ 
istry  last  month,  Mr.  Tankler  in¬ 
dicated. 


“Local  radio  is  a  completely 
new  thing  for  our  town,”  he 
wrote.  “We  are  working  toward 
having  a  regular  time  there  right 
from  the  beginning.” 

Because  of  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Estonian  economic  situation, 
contributions  for  the  Parnu 
church  are  administered  in  Hel¬ 
sinki,  Finland,  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby 
(Northern  Europe  Area).  Finland 
and  Estonia  are  50  miles  apart 
across  the  Gulf  of  Finland. 

Contributions  to  aid  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Parnu  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  Agape 
Community  Center  may  be  sent 
via  annual  conference  treasurers 
to  Advance  Special  Project  No. 
1 15362- AN. 


PARNU,  Estonia — The  Rev. 
Olav  Parnamets,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  superintendent  of  Estonia, 
turns  a  spadeful  of  earth  to  sig¬ 
nify  the  start  of  construction 
for  facilities  for  the  Parnu  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  Rev. 
Ullas  Tankler,  pastor  of  the 
Parnu  congregation,  stands  be¬ 
hind  him. 


Godspeed  to  the  Ukraine 
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NEW  YORK — Members  of  the  Morristown  (N.J.)  United  Methodist  Church  worship  together  in 
|ohn  F.  Kennedy  Airport  before  departing  for  Moscow,  Russia,  en  route  to  a  two-week  mission 
stay  with  families  in  Kerch,  Ukraine.  Among  the  36  were  (from  left)  Morristown  UMC's  pastor, 
the  Rev.  James  White;  Tracy  Gilris,  Stephen  Pepe,  Jamie  Kovacs;  youth  minister  Jeffrey  Mar- 
kay;  and  the  Rev.  Patricia  Brown,  mission  evangelism  director  for  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  A  similar  exchange  will  take  place  in  August  when  a  Kerch  group  visits  Morristown. 


Victims  in  3  states 
get  United  Methodist  aid 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Natural  disasters  in  California, 
Texas  and  Minnesota  presented 
opportunities  for  ministry  and 
mission  last  month  for  United 
Methodists. 

In  the  California-Pacific  confer¬ 
ence,  the  Rev.  Vernon  L.  Story 
was  reviewing  the  liturgy  for  his  fi¬ 
nal  service  at  Arlington  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Riverside, 
Calif.,  when  one  of  two  earth¬ 
quakes  “shook  the  church.” 

“Despite  the  fact  that  televi¬ 
sion  urged  people  to  stay  at 
home,  people  still  came  to 
church,”  he  said.  “They  jut  rear¬ 
ranged  themselves  away  from  the 
stained  glass  windows." 

Mr.  Story  was  scheduled  to 
move  to  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Desert  Hot 
Springs,  Calif.,  some  10  miles 
from  the  epicenter,  but  the  two 
earthquakes — registering  7.4  and 
6.5  on  the  Richter  scale — inter¬ 
rupted  his  “moving  day.” 

In  the  Northwest  Texas  confer¬ 
ence,  the  Rev.  Danny  Fleming, 


pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Fritch,  Texas,  gave 
post-disaster  leadership  to  vic¬ 
tims  of  a  tornado. 

At  least  200  homes  were  dam¬ 
aged  in  the  town,  35  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Amarillo. 

The  Rev.  B.  Jo  Carr,  Pampa 
District  superintendent,  told  the 
Reporter  that  Mr.  Fleming's  con¬ 
gregation  “has  been  doing  the 
thousand  little  things  that  need 
to  be  done,  like  taking  someone’s 
food  out  of  the  freezer  while  the 
home  is  being  repaired  to  getting 
people  places  to  live  until  their 
house  can  be  cleared" 

When  a  tornado  hit  southwest 
Minnesota,  rescue  efforts  were 
led  by  United  Methodists  from 
Slayton  and  Lake  Wilson  United 
Methodist  churches. 

Maynard  Miller.  Southwest  dis¬ 
trict  lay  leader  for  the  Minnesota 
conference,  said  the  tornado  lev¬ 
eled  at  least  5 1  residences  in  Chan¬ 
dler  and  26  homes  in  Lake  Wilson. 

He  helped  coordinate  thou¬ 
sands  of  volunteers  from  several 
denominations  helping  in  clean¬ 
up  efforts. 


CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas — Kevin  Saunders  worked  persistently  to 
overcome  the  physical  consequences  of  the  1981  accident  that  put 
him  in  a  wheelchair.  He  worked  so  hard,  in  fact,  that  he  now  com¬ 
petes  in  world-class  athletic  events  like  the  Olympics. 


Strength  and  faith  propel  Olympian 


By  JAMES  EDWARD  DOTY 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas— 
When  wheelchair-bound  Kevin 
Saunders  says,  “I'm  going  for  the 
gold  in  Barcelona!”  his  listeners 
don’t  scoff. 

Mr.  Saunders,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Corpus  Christi,  was  named  Best 
All-Around  Wheelchair  Athlete  in 
the  World  in  1990  when  he  won  the 
wheelchair  pentathlon  at  the  World 
Track  and  Field  Event  in  the  Neth¬ 
erlands. 

The  multi-event  athlete  has  won 
several  world  competitions  since 
that  time,  including  winning  the 
pentathlon  world  championship 
two  years  in  a  row  in  the  World 
Wheelchair  Games. 

As  the  pentathlon  world  record 
holder,  he  is  favored  to  bring  home 
the  gold  from  the  Olympic  Games 
in  Barcelona. 

Must  make  the  team 

First  he  must  survive  the  Olym¬ 
pic  trials- — make  the  U.S.  team — in 
Salt  Lake  City  in  mid-July.  No  one 
expects  him  to  be  thrown  for  a  loss, 
but  he’s  no  stranger  to  unexpected 
disaster. 

In  1981,  as  a  grain  inspector  for 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
he  was  thrown  300  feet  through  the 
air  in  a  grain  elevator  explosion. 

The  former  college  athlete  was 
hospitalized  for  a  year. 

“Whereas  most  people  bend  at 
the  waist,  my  body  was  bent  at  the 
chest,"  he  explains.  He  lost  the  use 
of  his  legs. 

“While  I  was  in  the  hospital  I  de¬ 
termined  I  would  keep  up  my  ath¬ 
letic  future — how,  I  didn’t  know,” 
he  continued. 

“But  my  farm  upbringing  in 


Downs,  Kan.,  combined  with  my 
religious  training  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  motivated  me 
not  to  give  up  without  a  fight.” 

So  he  fought.  By  1984,  when  he 
began  wheelchair  competitions,  he 
was  doing  250  chin-ups  a  day, 
bench  pressing  over  300  pounds 
and  reaching  a  top  speed  of  20.4 
miles  per  hour  in  his  self-propelled 
racing  wheelchair. 

Effort  rewarded 

His  persistence  paid  off.  In  the 
1988  Olympics  in  Seoul,  Korea,  he 
won  the  bronze  (third  place)  medal 
for  the  wheelchair  pentathlon.  This 
competition  consists  of  three  field 
events — discus,  javelin  and  shot- 
put — and  two  races,  one  at  200  me¬ 
ters,  the  other  at  1500. 

Athletes  with  disabilities  first  be¬ 
gan  competing  in  a  separate  but  of¬ 
ficial  part  of  the  Olympics  in  1988, 
Mr.  Saunders  told  the  Reporter. 

Wheelchair-bound  athletes  face 
obvious  disadvantages  in  the  field 
events,  having  to  throw  the  javelin, 
discus  or  shot-put  from  a  stationay, 
seated  position. 

Mr.  Saunders’  best  in  the  shot-put 
is  about  20  feet  compared  to  70 
feet-plus  an  able-bodied  Olympic 
contestant  can  achieve  from  the 
centrifugal  force  generated  by  rap¬ 
id,  multiple  whirls  in  the  pre-toss 
circle. 

In  track  events,  however,  the 
wheelchair  athlete  can  hand-turn 
his  wheels  almost  as  fast  as  a  runner 
can  pump  his  legs.  Mr.  Saunders’ 
personal  best  at  1500  meters  (3 
minutes,  44  seconds)  is  only  sec¬ 
onds  behind  the  best  time  of  an 
able-bodied  Olympic  medalist. 

Mr.  Saunders  said  athletes  with 
disabilities  need  massive  encour¬ 
agement,  especially  when  their  situ¬ 


ation  appears  too  hopeless  to  keep 
on  trying. 

To  help  these  athletes,  he  started 
a  fund  with  the  Corpus  Christi 
Coastal  Bend  Community  Founda¬ 
tion  called  “Wheelchair  Success 
Fund.” 

Mr.  Saunders,  who  trains  four 
hours  a  day,  has  been  asked  if  he 
can  keep  up  the  pace  of  world  class 
competition. 

"I'm  sure  I'm  stronger  than  I  was 
in  1988  in  Korea,”  he  said.  “I  have 
more  endurance  and  a  lot  more 
skill.  1  have  spent  many  hours  with 
the  help  of  Kansas  State  University 
developing  a  new  and  better  chair 
for  Barcelona.” 

When  he  is  not  competing,  Mr. 
Saunders  is  in  church  every  Sunday. 

In  a  recent  children’s  sermon, 


surrounded  by  some  70  children,  he 
told  about  his  accident  and  his  de¬ 
sire  to  win  the  Olympic  gold. 

“You  can  reach  for  something 
that  seems  too  hard  or  faraway,”  he 
told  the  children.  “If  I  can  go  for 
the  gold  and  I  can't  walk  a  step, 
think  about  yourself  and  what  you 
can  do  with  God’s  help.  And  he  will 
help  you  if  you  want  to  help  your¬ 
self  enough. 

“With  hard  work  and  faith, 
there’s  always  a  way.” 

Dr.  Doty,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister,  is  a  writer,  tele¬ 
vision  show  host  and  psychothera¬ 
pist  in  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 
Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Balay 
contributed  to  this  article. 


A  Must  Experience  for  All  Those  Who  Seek  Spiritual  Growth 


THE  ACADEMY  FOR  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  #8 
at  Camp  Sumatunga,  Alabama 
Starting  February  1993 

The  Academy  will  provide  you  with  an  in-depth  learning  experi¬ 
ence  in  spiritual  formation.  It  is  designed  for  both  laity  and 
clergy  who  are  highly  motivated  in  their  call  to  follow  Christ  and 
to  live  a  more  disciplined  life.  Participants  gather  in  community 
for  two  years  during  5-day  sessions  each  calendar  quarter. 

During  this  time  the  group  meets  together  for  prayer,  worship 
and  eucharistic  celebrations,  curriculum  sessions,  silence,  and 
covenant  groups.  Well-known  leaders  in  spiritual  formation  will 
serve  as  faculty.  Between  gatherings,  participants  are  asked  to 
journal,  read  assigned  texts,  and  work  on  a  project  for  ministry  in 
spiritual  formation.  Applications  are  now  being  accepted.  A 
limited  number  of  scholarships  are  available. 

For  a  free  20-page  prospectus,  write: 

Danny  Morris«The  Upper  Room*P.O.  Box  189«  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Or  call:  (615)  340-7232 

Sponsored  by 


Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Faith 

= connections 

GIFTS  FOR  AFRICA  UNIVERSITY: 

At  least  seven  of  the  church’s  72  annual  confer¬ 
ences  put  Africa  University  high  on  their  fiscal 
agendas  this  spring.  Central  Illinois,  Southern 
Illinois,  North  Central  New  York,  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  Kansas  East  con¬ 
ferences  designated  gifts  for  such  projects  as  a 
campus  bridge,  a  main  entryway,  scholarships 
and  an  endowed  chair.  The  largest  single  gift 
made  during  conference  sessions  this  year  to  the 
Zimbabwe-based  school  was  $450,000  from  an 
anonymous  donor  in  Central  Pennsylvania.  The 
giver  pledged  an  additional  $50,000  toward  the 
university’s  permanent  endowment. 

CLARIFICATION:  The  Reporter’s  June 
26  special  report  listing  episcopal  candidates' 
names  and  the  names  of  the  annual  conferences 
of  which  those  candidates  are  members  was  in¬ 
tended  for  identification  purposes  only.  The 
listing  is  not  meant  to  state  or  imply  official 
nomination  by  the  annual  conference  itself  or 
endorsement  by  that  annual  conference’s  dele¬ 
gation  to  the  July  14-17  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences. 

HIGHER  EDUCATION  STAFF:  Ro¬ 
bert  A.  Armour,  a  faculty  member  of  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University  in  Richmond  for 
the  past  29  years,  has  been  named  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  schools  and  colleges  in  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Morris  G.  Wray,  who  will  join  the  staff  at 
High  Point  (N.C.)  University.  The  Rev.  Delano 
McIntosh,  campus  minister  at  Florida  A&M 
University  since  1989,  has  been  named  director 
in  the  board’s  campus  ministry  section.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  Richard  Hicks,  who  is  taking  a 
pastorate  in  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference. 

SIGNS  OF  HOPE:  The  United  Methodist 

Appalachian  Development  Committee  had  ex¬ 
pected  30  or  40  responses  to  its  invitation  for 
inspirational  examples  for  Appalachian  Assem¬ 
bly  VII,  scheduled  Nov.  30-Dec.  3  at  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.  By  contrast,  nearly  100  projects, 
programs,  parishes,  groups  and  people  have 
been  nominated  as  “Signs  of  Hope”  for  Appala¬ 
chia.  The  National  Division  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  co-sponsors 
the  quadrennial  Appalachian  event. 
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80th  time's  the  charm 

CONWAY,  Ark.— The  Rev.  Fred  G.  Roe¬ 
buck,  99,  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  recently  took 
the  floor  for  his  80th  consecutive  session  of 
the  North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference.  He 
is  pastor  emeritus  of  Fort  Smith's  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  where  he  assists  with 
older-adult  ministries.  He  officially 
began  his  ministry  in  1913,  riding  horse¬ 
back  to  pastoral  charges. 


Researcher  Gallup  finds  'saints  among  us' 

New  book  profiles  how  holy  Christians  can  inspire  the  people  around  them 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Saints  are  alive  and  well  in 
America,  says  George  H.  Gallup 
Jr„  and  he  has  the  data  to  prove  it. 

Their  presence,  contends  the 
eminent  researcher  and  author, 
bears  witness  to  the  transforming 
power  of  the  Gospel  and  to  the 
work  of  a  transcendent  God  in 
the  everyday  lives  of  humans. 

These  findings  from  a  two-year 
study  are  profiled  in  Mr.  Gal¬ 
lup’s  latest  book,  "The  Saints 
Among  Us,”  co-authored  by 
Timothy  Jones. 

“Surveys  in  religion  haven’t 
gone  deep  enough,"  Mr.  Gallup 
told  the  Reporter.  “We  know 
very  little  about  people’s  reli¬ 
gious  lives,  even  though  their 
faith  experience  is  a  focal  point 
in  the  lives  of  many  people.” 

For  the  “saints"  survey,  the 
Gallup  Organization  asked  12 
questions  of  1,052  Americans. 
The  1 2  questions — intentionally 
written  as  Judeo-Christian  under¬ 
standings  of  holiness — took  Mr. 
Gallup  10  years  to  refine,  he  said 
(see  accompanying  illustration). 

The  “saints  among  us”  are  those 
who  answered  all  12  questions 
with  “strongly  agree”  or  “agree.” 
They  made  up  13  percent  of  the 
total  respondents  to  the  survey. 

Behavior  questioned 

The  apparent  saints  then  were 
asked  six  questions  on  behavior 
to  compare  their  lives  with  those 
of  the  American  public  at  large. 
Questions  focused  on  such  things 
as  willingness  to  help  those  in 
need,  attitudes  toward  people  of 
other  races,  and  the  ability  to  for¬ 
give  when  hurt. 

Mr.  Gallup,  an  active  Episco¬ 
pal  layman,  said  he  wasn’t  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  findings  about 
saints  “because  I’m  a  Christian 
who  believes  in  the  power  of  the 
Gospel  to  transform.” 

However,  the  findings  debunk 
many  commonly  held  perceptions 
of  who  and  what  a  “saint”  is. 

Mr.  Gallup’s  book  identifies 
six  characteristics  of  the  saints 
among  us: 

■  God  forms  a  vital  part  of 
saints’  daily  lives.  “Loving  God  is 
first  in  their  lives,”  said  Mr.  Gal¬ 
lup.  "All  else  flows  from  that.” 


George  Gallup  )r. 


■  Saints  respond  to  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  God  with  exceptional 
commitment. 

■  The  outcome  of  saints’ 
“journey  inward”  toward  God  is 
a  “journey  outward”  to  meet  the 
world’s  needs. 

■  Saints  tend  to  lack  racial  prej¬ 
udice.  Eighty-four  percent  of  those 
who  met  the  survey’s  characteris¬ 
tics  of  sainthood  said  they 
wouldn’t  object  to  living  next  to  a 
person  of  a  different  race.  This  fig¬ 
ure  beats  the  general  population’s 
responses  by  20  percentage  points. 

■  Saints  lead  relatively  fulfilled 
lives.  Ninety-three  percent  charac¬ 
terized  themselves  as  “very  hap¬ 
py”  in  contrast  to  86  percent  of 
the  rest  of  the  population. 

■  Saints  are  often  among  those 
whom  society  considers  the  “last 
and  least.”  For  instance,  the  “typi¬ 
cal”  saint  is  an  older  black  wom¬ 
an  who  lives  in  the  South  and 
earns  less  than  $25,000  a  year. 

Book  proves  timely 

Mr.  Gallup  said  the  book’s  pub¬ 
lication  has  proved  particularly 
timely  in  light  of  the  recent  upris¬ 
ing  in  Los  Angeles  and  other  up¬ 
heavals  in  American  society. 

“We’re  all  searching  for  good¬ 
ness,”  the  researcher  said.  “We 
long  for  it.  This  book  shows  that 
such  goodness  is  available  to  all 
through  the  inspiration  and  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  saints.  The  power  of 
their  lives  is  felt  to  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree. 

“I  would  like  people  to  be  in¬ 
spired  by  their  example  of  holi¬ 
ness.” 


‘Saints  Among  Us’ 
Self-Test 


Reprinted  by  permission 
of  George  Gallup  Jr. 
and  Morehouse  Publishing. 


My  religious  faith  is  the  most 
important  influence  in  my  life. 


I  seek  God’s  will  through  prayer.  1 

I  believe  that  God  loves  me  even  1 
though  I  may  not  always  obey  him. 

I  try  hard  to  put  my  religious  1 

beliefs  into  practice  in  my 
relations  with  all  people, 
regardless  of  their  backgrounds. 

I  receive  comfort  and  support  * 

from  my  religious  beliefs. 

I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  * 

fully  human  and  fully  divine. 

I  wish  my  religious  beliefs  1 

were  stronger. 

I  believe  in  the  full  authority  * 

of  the  Bible. 

I  do  things  I  don’t  want  to  do  1 

because  I  believe  it  is 
the  will  of  God. 

God  gives  me  strength,  that  * 

I  would  not  otherwise  have, 
to  forgive  people  who  have 
hurt  me  deeply. 

I  try  to  bring  others  to  Christ  1 

through  the  way  I  live  or 
through  discussion  or  prayer. 

I  wish  my  relationships  with  I 

other  Christians  were 

stronger. 


Strongly 
Agree 
1  2 


Strongly  Don’t 

Disagree  Know 

3  4  5  0 


3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 

3  4  5  0 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


This  survey  sample  lists  the  characteristics  used  by  the  Gallup  Organization  in  its  two-year 
study  to  identify  "saints.”  If  you  answered  "1"  or  "2"  ("strongly  agree"  or  "agree")  to  all  12, 
you  fit  the  characteristics  of  sainthood  described  in  the  study. 


Most  churches  don't  cultivate  saints 


One  finding  of  the  new  book, 
“The  Saints  Among  Us”  (see  sto¬ 
ry  above),  will  sting  many  de¬ 
nominations: 

Most  churches  don’t  do 
enough  to  cultivate  saints. 

“Lots  of  people  in  church  need 
to  be  evangelized,”  asserted  re¬ 
searcher  George  H.  Gallup  Jr., 
one  of  the  book’s  co-authors. 

“Their  prayer  lives  are  poor. 
They’re  biblically  illiterate.  They 
come  to  church  on  Easter  and  they 
have  no  idea  why  they’re  there.” 


Mr.  Gallup  contends  that  the 
way  for  congregations  to  culti¬ 
vate  saints  is  to  foster  numerous 
small  groups  in  which  people  can 
learn  the  ways  of  Christian  faith 
from  each  other. 

His  book  urges  churches  to  fos¬ 
ter  small  groups  and  offers  dis¬ 
cussion  questions  for  such  groups 
to  use. 

“You  can’t  simply  be  a  specta¬ 
tor  in  church,”  he  said.  “You 
must  share  what’s  on  your  mind 
and  heart.  You  must  listen  to 


others’  experiences." 

Most  of  all,  Mr.  Gallup  said, 
small  groups  must  teach  Chris¬ 
tians  how  to  pray. 

“We  pray,  but  we  don’t  listen 
[to  God],”  he  said.  “Part  of  this, 
I  think,  is  because  people  aren't 
really  sure  there’s  a  God  who’s 
interested  in  us,  who  can  be  here 
and  now  working  in  our  lives. 

“We  all  struggle  to  deepen  our 
sense  of  God." 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


FaithLine  — 

Share  your  views  on  'saints'  test 

The  above  “self-test”  from  “The  Saints  Among  Us,”  a  new 
book  by  George  H.  Gallup  Jr.  and  Timothy  Jones,  offers  some 
provocative  evaluations  about  holiness  among  Christians. 

“FaithLine”  invites  your  responses  to  these  evaluations. 
What — if  anything — did  you  learn  from  the  “saints”  test? 
How  would  you  put  into  practice  what  you’ve  learned?  In  what 
ways  might  your  congregation  benefit  from  a  discussion  of  the 
“saintly”  characteristics  the  test  poses? 

Call  “FaithLine”  at  214-630-6499  to  record  your  responses. 
Or  send  your  responses  by  facsimile  to  214-630-0079.  Re¬ 
sponses  must  be  received  by  midnight  (CDT)  July  15. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES.  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  area  needs 

part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  available  now.  Experience  in 
youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits 
package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Parker 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1287. 
Parker,  CO  801 34. 

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Income  for 
able  bodied  couple.  Managerial/housekeeping 
skills.  Flexible  hours/being  with  people.  Small 
salary  plus  small  apartment  on  Methodist  proper¬ 
ty  Deadline:  September  30.  Written  application/ 
references:  AHC,  2918  Dantzler  Ave.,  Moss 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  TO  Youth  and 
their  families  for  2100-member  church  in  Fort 
Worth.  Texas.  Develop  youth  ministry  in  active 
congregation.  Send  letter,  resume,  and  three  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Reverend  Michael  McKee,  Overton 
Park  UMC,  5001  Briarhaven  Road,  Fort  Worth, 
TX  76109. 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (pare- 
time)  required  for  innovative  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
cultural  congregation  in  central  Los  Angeles.  Re- 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  Congregational 
Care.  Full-time  position.  Diaconal  experience  de¬ 
sired.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  350.  Weatherford,  OK  73096. 

Good  "people  skills"  essential  and  flexible  open 
attitude.  Ability  to  work  in  a  multi-racial,  multi¬ 
lingual  team  required.  Send  resume  by  July  10  to: 
Rev.  Alan  Jones,  Wilshire  UMC,  711  S.  Plym¬ 
outh  Blvd..  Los  Angeles,  CA  90005. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Henderson  Settle¬ 

ment,  a  mission  agency  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  Frakes,  KY.  Send  resume  to: 
Allen  Lewis.  P.O.  Box  6,  Pineville,  KY  40977- 
0006.  Deadline:  September  1,  1992. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  TENNESSEE  CON¬ 
FERENCE  United  Methodist  Foundation.  Avail¬ 
able  August  1.  1992.  Send  resume  to:  1808  West 
End  Ave..  Suite  1001 .  Nashville.  TN  37203,  Attn: 
Dr.  Harold  Andrews. 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND  Administra¬ 

tive  Services  for  the  South  Dakota  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Will  be  further  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  merger  of  the  South  Dakota  and 
North  Dakota  Conferences.  Job  description  and 
salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  application  and 
resume  to:  Robert  Kistler,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Elk 
Point,  SD  57025.  Closing  date:  July  25.  1992. 
Phone  (712)  251-2126.  EOE.  J 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  Director,  Northern  Illinois  effee- 
tive  September  1,  1992.  Application  deadline: 
July  29,  1992.  Compensation:  S45.000  salary/ 
benefits,  plus  housing  allowance  and  travel.  Con¬ 
tact:  Duk  Kwon.  1661  North  Northwest  High¬ 
way.  Park  Ridge,  IL  60068,  for  job  description 
and  application  form. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Assistant 
Organist  (full-time  position)  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Dallas.  TX.  Send  resume  immedi¬ 
ately  to:  Betty  Watson.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  POSITION  AVAIL¬ 
ABLE  focusing  on  children  and  youth  in  evan¬ 
gelical  church.  Write  for  job  description:  Rev. 
Johnny  Robertson,  Central  UMC,  Box  170,  Dal- 
hart,  TX  79022. 

LARGE  PRINT  NAMETAGS  — 

2‘/j"  X  y/t"  X  .015"  laminated  tags  with  clips  or 
pins.  United  Methodist  or  custom  logo.  SI. 60 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
membership  approximately  2400.  in  Ocala,  Flori¬ 
da,  seeking  Organist  on  27-rank  Wicks  for  2  Sun¬ 
day  morning  worship  services  and  2-3  weekly 
choir  rehearsals.  AGO  affiliation  preferred.  Ap¬ 
plicant  should  work  well  with  all  ages  and  enjoy  a 
wide  range  of  musical  styles.  Salary  dependent 
upon  qualifications.  Send  resume  with  references 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Sil- 

each  (minimum  10)  plus  $5.00  S/H  per  order. 
Info  and  sample  from  Jan  Decker,  Box  9600, 
Longwood.  FL  32752,  (407)  332-1085. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week.  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

ver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala,  FL  32670. 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 

age  seasonal  worship  attendance  1 .000  plus.  Or¬ 
ganist  position  also  available.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902.(813)  332-1152. 

stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160.  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Air-condition¬ 
ed  lodging,  swimming.  S9  tickets,  cheeseburger 
cookout.  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call: 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

Activists:  Church's  abortion  battle  will  go  on 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  on  both  sides 
of  the  abortion  issue  say  you  can  ex¬ 
pect  the  battle  to  continue  following 
the  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  de¬ 
cision  on  the  issue. 

Jeri  Hamilton  Scott,  staff  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
ministry  with  God’s  human  commu¬ 
nity,  said  politicians  may  face  “the 
summer  of  discontent”  if  main¬ 
stream  women’s  groups  join  forces  to 
assure  their  abortion  rights. 

'A  sad  day' 

She  said  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court’s  recent  decision  in  Planned 
Parenthood  vs  Casey  was  “a  sad  day 
for  abortion  rights  advocates”  be¬ 
cause  the  decision  indirectly  “told 
state  governments  that  they  can  do 
what  they  want  as  far  as  the  rights 
of  women  are  concerned. 

“But  because  this  is  an  election 
year,  I  don’t  think  they  [the  court] 
did  the  damage  they  set  out  to  do,” 
said  Ms.  Scott.  “What  they  have 
done  is  to  make  a  middle-of-the- 
road  decision.” 

Ms.  Scott  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  nation’s  highest  court  gave  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  the 
right  to  place  restrictions  that  are  not 
even  in  national  laws,  such  as  requir¬ 
ing  that  women  be  told  about  fetal 


development  and  being  made  to  wait 
24  hours  after  seeking  an  abortion. 

Following  a  rally  in  Washington’s 
Lafayette  Park  near  the  White 
House,  Ms.  Scott  said  she  could  see 
that  the  pro-choice  community  is 
feeling  “very  threatened”  following 
the  court’s  action. 

'People  will  be  surprised' 

“When  the  election  comes  in  No¬ 
vember,  people  are  going  to  be  very 
surprised  at  the  outcome.  Women 
in  the  pro-choice  community  say 
the  government  is  out  of  touch  with 
mainstream  America.  . .  They  say 
the  choice  should  be  with  that  wom¬ 
an,  her  family  and  her  pastor.” 

Expressing  another  view  was  the 
Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  “Good  News" 
evangelical  caucus  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

Dr.  Heidinger  said  he  was  dis¬ 
tressed  that  this  decision  “affirmed 
the  spurious,  recently  discovered 
‘right’  for  a  woman  to  end  the  life  of 
her  unborn  child.” 

“There  is  some  relief  but  little 
comfort  that  the  ruling  upheld  the 
right  of  states  to  set  some  restric¬ 
tions,”  he  said. 

Opposed  to  legislation 

Dr.  Heidinger  told  the  Reporter  he 
anticipates  that  many  United  Meth¬ 
odists — including  most  evangeli¬ 
cals — will  be  working  in  opposition  to 


the  Freedom  of  Choice  Act,  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  voted  by  Congress  this 
month. 

Church  and  Society  officials  say 
the  legislation  has  passed  out  of 
both  houses  committees,  and  now 
goes  to  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Both  pieces  of  legislation  have 
amendments,  such  as  one  dealing 
with  parental  notice.  In  any  case, 
there  will  be  an  all-out  effort  by  reli¬ 


gious  freedom  groups  and  abortion 
rights  groups  in  general. 

“My  impression  about  this  [up¬ 
coming  legislation]  is  that  it  goes 
beyond  Roe  versus  Wade  in  terms 
of  what  it  allows,”  he  said. 

“I  am  distressed  that  some  of  our 
agencies,  such  as  the  [General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries]  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion,  are  giving  that  total  support. 
But  the  battle  will  continue.” 


Communications 
In  Ministry 

Effective  communications  affects  virtually  all  areas 
of  ministry.  Nurturing,  Christian  Education, 
Connectionalism,  Evangelism,  Membership,  Image, 
Public  Relations,  Community  Outreach,  Personal 
Ministry  Effectiveness,  Staff  Support,  and  Cost 
Effectiveness  are  but  a  few  examples. 

For  a  more  complete  diecueeion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Bishop,  : 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275  ' 

(2X4)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079  | 
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to  1992 

adrennium  For  Church  Extension 

past  four  Conference  years,  Louisiana  Unit- 
dists  have  been  busy  creating  new  local 
iroughout  the  state.  Some  are  completely  new 
are  the  product  of  mergers  or  relocations.  In 
nee  the  churches  who  have  received  support 
e  Conference  Church  Extension  funds  have 
illy  evaluated  and  considered  by  the  Confer- 
nittee  on  Church  Extension,  the  Conference 
Global  Ministries,  the  District  Board  of 
■cation  and  Building  and,  finally,  the  mem- 
Annual  Conference. 


Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 
Executive  Director,  COM 
Director  of  Church 
Extension 


The  sites  for  Church  Extension  are  chosen  primarily 
in  order  to  provide  ministry  in  a  community  that  has  no 
United  Methodist  presence,  or  to  enhance  outreach  in  a 
location  that  offers  outstanding  opportunities  for 
growth. 

Church  Extension  is  both  mission  and  evangelism  at  its  best.  The  Annual 
Conference  connection  allows  our  600  churches  to  “plant”  pastors  in  selected 
geographical  communities  and  support  them  and  the  new  congregations  as  they 
grow  toward  maturity  and  self  support.  By  planting  churches,  we  are  striving  to 
reach  people  with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  offer  ministry  to  them  and 
their  communities.  This  process  is  as  old  as  the  churches  in  Corinth  and  Ephe¬ 
sus  and  as  new  as  our  churches  listed  on  this  page.  More  congregations  will 
follow  these  in  the  years  to  come. 

Research  Lead  to  Selection 

This  new  "crop”  of  churches  planted  since  1988  is  the  result  of  an  intensive 
study  on  congregational  development  conducted  in  1988-89.  Teams  from  each 
district  worked  for  untold  hours  on  demographic  research,  study  of  existing 
congregations,  patterns  of  growth  and  decline,  and  prayerful  consideration  of 
evangelism  potential.  Their  research  and  recommendations  were  presented  in  a 
combined  study  that  eventually  resulted  in  a  prioritized  list  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  sites.  This  list  was  approved  by  the  1989  session  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  has  been 'our  guide  in  Church  Extension  since  that  decision. 

Next  Steps 

The  new  quadrennium  offers  more  opportunities  for  growth.  A  similar  pro¬ 
cess  of  selection  is  now  being  planned  that  will  guide  our  future  work. 

Thanks  for  your  prayers,  your  gifts  and  your  support.  Thanks,  especially,  to 
the  pastors  and  members  of  these  congregations.  Our  present  and  future  are 
brighter  because  of  these  congregations  and  their  ministry  on  our  behalt. 
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Church  Extension  Spreads  Throughout  State 


Louisiana  Conference  has  established  promising,  new.  reorganized  and  relocated 
congregations  throughout  the  state.  Each  has  its  own  unique  features  and  along 
with  established  churches  offers  a  choice  to  United  Methodists. 

Most  of  these  new  churches  have  been  started  within  the  past  two  years  and  all  in 
the  past  quadrennium. 

Worship  services  and  ministry  focus  ma>  vary  but  the  congregations  are  united 
in  their  love  of  Christ  and  the  need  to  continue  the  church  with  its  positive  influ¬ 
ence  on  communities  and  individuals. 

Remembering  they  are  connectional  churches  which  are  part  of  a  whole,  these  new 
congregations  are  all  planning  to  meet  their  apportionment  obligations  this  year. 


Emerging  from  the  consolidation  of  three  churches  in  changing  neighbor¬ 
hoods  is  Evangeline  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Evangeline  Defines  Mission 
As  Evangel  of  Good  News 

Just  over  two  years  ago  when  Is-  * 
trouma,  North  Baton  Rouge  and  Win- 
bourne  congregations  decided  to  unite, 
to  form  a  new  congregation,  one  of  the 
biggest  questions  they  found  was  wheth¬ 
er  to  leave  the  northern  area  of  the  city. 

The  Rev.  Carol  Winn  said,  “It  is  an 
industrialized,  transitional  area  with 
older  housing  and  pockets  of  deepening 
poverty,  decay,  crime  and  violence.  But 
they  decided  to  stay,  not,  only  because 
most  of  the  membership  still  lived  in 
the  area  but  also  because  of  their  strong 
conviction  that  the  mission  of  the  UMC 
could  not  be  fulfilled  without  a  church 
located  in  this  changing  part  of  the 
city.” 

The  new  congregation,  worshipping 
in  a  facility  on  Evangeline  Street  made 
renovations  with  the  help  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Committee  on  Church  Extension. 

“They  adopted  the  name  “Evangeline” 
because  of  its  perceived  mission  —  to 
be  an  ‘evangel’  in  north  Baton  Rouge,  a 
messenger  of  Good  News,”  Winn  ex¬ 
plained. 

Another  issue  the  uniting  congrega¬ 
tions  faced  was  whether  these  three 
small  struggling  congregations  would 
simply  be  merging  to  form  one  large  de¬ 
clining  congregation.  “This  predomi¬ 
nantly  older  congregation  continues  to 
experience  numerous  losses  through 
deaths,  by  members  moving  south  or 
becoming  homebound,”  Winn  contin- 


“Even  so,,  statis¬ 
tics  show  modest 
gains  with  several 
young  families 
joining  and  be¬ 
coming  involved. 

The  congregation 
continues  to  lead 
the  Baton  Rouge 
District  in  both  its 
financial  and  vol-  Rev.  Carol  Winn 
unteer  contributions  to  the  Istrouma 
Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission  Cen¬ 
ter  (where  Istrouma  Church  formerly 
congregated).” 

The  membership  has  grown  from  500 
to  509,  the  pastor  having  received  71 
new  members  in  the  two  years  since  or¬ 
ganization.  The  average  worship  service 
has  grown  from  148  to  160,  with  Sun¬ 
day  school  growing  from  62  to  78  aver¬ 
age.  This  growth  has  occurred  in  spite 
of  a  declining  economy  in  a  depreciat¬ 
ing  neighborhood.  Against  many  odds, 
the  church  is  recapturing  a  future. 

With  improvements,  the  value  of  the 
facility  is  up  to  about  $725,000.  A 
building  was  gutted  to  make  a  Fellow¬ 
ship  Hall,  a  new  roof  was  put  on  the 
sanctuary  and  a  parking  lot  expanded. 

“We  are  a  Second  Mile  Church,”  the 
pastor  stated.  “In  addition  to  paying 
our  apportionments,  we  respond  to  ev¬ 
ery  special  offering.” 


vAu  mt  % 


The  Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler,  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC,  Bunkie,  is  pictured 
with  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  church. 

Trinity  Serves  Community 


Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria  District 
may  be  new  but  the  people  of  Bunkie 
know  about  the  church,  partly  because 
of  its  community  involvement. 

The  Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church,  is  on  the  mayor’s  ad¬ 
visory  committee  to  the  City  Council. 
The  mayor  asked  Trinity  Church  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  federally  and  state  funded 
summer  feeding  program.  Being  fed  at 
Trinity  daily  until  Aug.  13,  at  no  cost, 
are  283  youngsters  under  18.  The  pastor 
cites  this  as  a  good  example  of  church 
and  state  working  together  to  solve  a 
problem. 

The  church’s  $75,000  multi-purpose 
building  is  also  used  for  worship,  Sun¬ 
day  school,  adult  and  children’s  choir 
practice  and  Vacation  Bible  School 
(which  attracted  75  youngsters  from  the 
community  last  year)  and  a  clothes  clos¬ 


et  for  the  needy.  Trinity  distributes 
about  750  pounds  of  food  from  an  area 
food  bank  to  60-  90  persons  per  month. 
Lay  persons  from  Trinity  direct  the  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  church  has  107  on  roll  and  an  av¬ 
erage  worship  attendance  of  65.  “It’s 
never  the  same  65  because  some  live 
out  of  the  area  and  some  work  Sunday 
but  they  get  there  two  or  three  times  a 
month,”  Wright-Butler  said.  About  42 
attend  Trinity’s  Sunday  school. 

“Most  of  our  members  are  over  50,” 
the  minister  said.  “We  have  few  youth 
but  we  have  children.  The  Methodists 
came  here  more  than  100  years  ago  but 
never  before  has  there  been  a  full-time 
Afro-American  pastor  here.” 

The  Conference  is  providing  major 
assistance  through  salary  Support  and 
the  purchase  of  property  and  buildings 
(along  with  renovation). 


The  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber  looks  over  acreage  for  New  Church. 

People  Share  Their  Dreams 
And  Visions  for  New  Church 

Recognized  at  the  1992  Annual  Conference  as  the  newest  congregation  was  New 
Church  in  Shreveport  where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber. 

"One  hundred  adults  plus  their  children,  primarily  ‘boomers’  and  younger,  but 
all  ages,  have  expressed  an  interest  in  joining  the  New  Church,’  he  said.  Many  of 

the  people  have  elementary  and  junior  high  school  children.”  .  . 

Eighteen  acres  of  property  are  being  purchased  on  Ellerbe  Road.1  The  land  is  in  a 
growing  suburban  area  on  a  loop  around  Shreveport  and  is  accessible  to  1-49,  Weber 

mentioned.  “I  think  the  church  will  grow.” 

However,  he  added  that  he  is  not  in  a  hurry  to  construct  a  building  but  would 
like  to  build  a  congregation  first. 

“The  people  I  contact  are  sharing  their  drearhs  and  visions^  of  what  the  church 
can  be,"  he  said.  “There’s  a  lot  of  excitement  about  the  church.” 

Temporary  locations  are  being  investigated  and  worship  services  are  expected  to 
begin  in  December.  In  the  meantime,  small  groups  are  being  organized  in  homes. 
Bible  studies  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evenings.  “We’ll  first  study  Acts  and  Moses 
with  his  people  in  the  wilderness,  like  us,  without  a  home,”  Weber  said. 

This  summer,  Weber  will  attend  sessions  in  Denver  and  Oklahoma  City  to  learn 
additional  techniques  of  starting  new  churches. 

The  Conference  and  district  have  joined  together  to  purchase  property  for  the 
new  church.  The  Conference  is  providing  funding  for  salary,  start-up  and  training. 

1000  Club  Aids  New  Churches 

The  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  has  provided  a  powerful  boost  to  new  congre¬ 
gations  within  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the  past  40  years. 

Established  in  1952,  this  voluntary  offering  has  assisted  new  churches  by  grant¬ 
ing  a  substantial  amount  toward  the  building  of  the  first  unit. 

In  the  1988  quadrennium,  four  such  recipients  were  awarded  a  grant  —  $75,000 
each  for  Northwood,  Fellowship  and  Asbury  churches  and  $60,000  for  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Grambling. 

The  1992-93  call  will  be  for  Faith  Church  in  Shreveport.  As  of  1992,  100 
churches  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  s  help 
through  this  important  ministry. 

Cecil  Bland,  chair  of  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  invites  all  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  join  by  pledging  at  least  $75  per  year  ($25  per  call  for  three  calls  per  year) 
through  your  local  church. 

Fellowship  UMC  Stresses 
God's  Love,  Lively  Worship 

A  church  is  not  necessarily  a  building.  For  a  year  and  a  half  Fellowship  UMC  in 
Shreveport  District  has  held  services  in  a  gym  at  Parkway  High  School.  The  new 
church  has  an  informal  atmosphere,  upbeat  music  and  a  lively  worship  service,  the 
Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor,  said. 

“Our  commitment  is  helping  people  discover  God’s  love  in  Fellowship,”  he 
adds.  “This  is  accomplished  through  Sunday  school,  small  group  participation  and 
a  high  profile  in  the  surrounding  community.” 

Among  community  services  are:  adoption  of  a  nursing  home;  self-esteem  groups 
held  in  elementary  schools  where  studies  focus  on  divorce,  death,  eating  disorders, 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse  issues;  improvements  on  the  community  library  and  pro¬ 
grams  on  parenting  and  marriage  enrichment. 

The  church  also  has  an  active  intercessory  prayer  group. 

Membership  is  340  with  an  average  worship  service  attendance  of  1 80  and  an  av¬ 
erage  Sunday  school  attendance  of  83  which  includes  44  children  and  20  youths. 
Eighty  children  attended  the  Vacation  Bible  School. 

The  Conference  and  district  have  provided  the  church  with  land  on  which  to 
build.  An  architect  is  designing  two  structures  —  a  worship/fellowship  and  an  edu¬ 
cational  building.  The  church  has  $160,000  in  a  building  fund  and  an  operating 
budget  of  $94,000. 

The  majority  of  our  members  are  under  50  and  there  is  an  optimistic  enthusiasm 
about  our  bright  future,”  Davis  declares. 

“The  future  is  bright  because  of  the  vision  of  our  Conference  leaders:  Bishop  Oden, 
Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  Dr.  Ray  Branton  and  others  and  because  of  the  financial  support  of 
the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club  and  the  pastoral  salary  subsidization  program.” 


During  the  period  from  1988-92  Church  Extension  has  made  a  difference 
throughout  Louisiana  United  Methodism  as  illustrated  by  the.  drawing 
above.  By  districts,  they  are:  Shreveport-Asbury  and  Fellowship  in  Bossier 
City  and  Faith  and  New  Church  in  Shreveport;  Ruston-Mt.  Zion  in  Calhoun 
and  Grambling  Campus  Ministry;  Monroe-St.  Paul  in  Monroe;  Alexandria- 
Trinity  in  Bunkie;  Acadiana-Northwood  in  Lafayette;  New  Orleans-New 
Orleans  Urban  Ministry  property  in  LaPlace  and  Cornerstone  in  New  Or- 
leans;  Baton  Rouge-Evangeline,  Genesis  and  Istrouma  Mission  Center,  all 
in  Baton  Rouge. 


Cornerstone  UMC  worships  in  new  buildings. 


Mixture  at  Cornerstone 
Adds  Richness  To  Church 


Where  can  one 
go  to  hear  gospel, 
Spanish,  classical, 
Old  English,  con¬ 
temporary,  jazz 
and  other  kinds  of 
music?  Where  does 
one  find  congrega¬ 
tion  members 
holding  hands  to 
say  the  Lord’s 
Rev.  Tom  Howe  prayer?  Where 

could  one  enjoy  a  covered-dish  dinner 
while  hearing  an  Egyptian  study  on 
Rameses  II? 

The  answer  to  all  of  the  above  is  Cor¬ 
nerstone  UMC.  New  Orleans,  according 
to  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Tom  Howe. 

Cornerstone  was  formed  in  1987 
from  a  merger  of  three  churches  —  St. 
Andrew’s,  New  Orleans  East  and  Ray 
Avenue.  The  church  has  grown  by  over 
125  since  1990  to  a  membership  of  340 
persons.  Average  attendance  in  worship 
is  about  235  with  1 1 5  in  Sunday  school. 

“Its  willingness  to  embrace  all  races, 
languages  and  nationalities  has  helped 
to  make  the  church  home  for  many  dif¬ 


ferent  people,”  Howe  mentioned. 

This  rich  mixture  of  people  reaches 
out  to  the  community  with  a  variety  of 
programs  including  a  food  bank  that 
serviced  1,400  persons  last  year  and  a 
tutorial  program  of  recognition  and  en¬ 
couragement.  Other  programs  include 
crafts,  UMW,  parenting  classes,  chil¬ 
dren’s  programs;  sexuality  and  morality 
programs  for  various  age  groups;  a  min¬ 
istry  to  persons  with  AIDS,  and  clown 
ministry. 

The  church’s  land  and  property  are 
valued  at  $1.75  million.  At  its  begin¬ 
ning,  the  church  received  a  1000  Club 
gift  of  $75,000  and  major  assistance 
from  Conference  and  district  for  pur¬ 
chase  of  property.  They  receive  contin¬ 
ued  salary  support  from  the 
Conference. 

Cornerstone  was  almost  lost  to  us  due 
to  a  bank  failure  and  FDIC  foreclosure 
litigation  in  the  first  part  of  this  qua¬ 
drennium.  The  Conference  responded 
by  helping  the  congregation  obtain  a 
loan  from  the  General  Church’s  UM 
Development  Loan  Fund. 


Cecil  Bland,  LEFT,  chair  of  the  Bob  Lay  Memorial  1000  Club,  presents  a 
check  for  $75,000  to  the  Rev.  Greg  Davis,  pastor  of  Fellowship  UMC, 
Shreveport. 


Expansion  Money  Expended 
To  Keep  Church  Growing 

Expanding  and  growing  for  now  and  for  the  future  are  important  aspects  of  the 
Christian  church.  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  are  taking  the  challenge.  Dr. 
Don  Cottrill,  who  directs  Church  Extension  explains  some  of  the  financial  aspects 
of  the  growth. 

Funds  are  expended  in  the  following  ways: 

□  To  study  demographics  of  growth  and  decline  in  the  churches  of.the  annual 
conference,  and  especially  in  the  population  patterns  of  the  state 

□  To  purchase  property  for  new  churches 

□  To  provide  salary  support  for  pastors  of  new  congregations  and  ministries  es¬ 
tablished  under  Church  Extension  (usually  over  a  four-year,  25  percent  per  year  de¬ 
clining  scale) 

□  To  provide  training  for  pastors  of  new  congregations 

□  To  provide  start-up  funds  for  new  congregations  to  cover  such  costs  as  promo¬ 
tion.  mailings,  telephone  and  rental  of  facilities 

□  To  provide  assistance  to  organize  ministries  to  urban  communities 

□  To  provide  loans,  as  necessary,  to  new  churches  established  by  the  Conference 
For  Church  Extension  in  the  1988-92  quadrennium  expenditures  are  reflected  in 

the  growing  number  of  new  places  of  worship. 

A  total  of  $475,000  was  spent  for  the  purchase  of  property  in  Bossier  City,  La¬ 
fayette,  Bunkie,  LaPlace,  Baton  Rouge  and  Monroe. 

For  salary  support,  a  total  of  $490,000  was  expended.  This  went  to:  Leesville; 
New  Orleans  Urban  Ministry,  Korean,  Spanish  Ministries  and  Cornerstone  in  New 
Orleans;  Korean  in  Lake  Charles;  Asbury,  Faith,  Fellowship  and  New  Church  in 
Shreveport;  Trinity  in  Alexandria;  Genesis  and  Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist 
Mission  Center  in  Baton  Rouge;  Northwood  in  Lafayette,  and  Grambling  Campus 
Ministry  in  Ruston. 

In  addition,  $52,000  was  spent  to  train  pastors  and  provide  start-up  costs  for 
new  churches. 

More  Extension  News  Next  Week 

Other  new  churches  and  other  extension  projects  will  be  highlighted  in  next 
week's  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  conference  newspaper,  along  with  other  news 
from  around  the  state. 
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Editorial = 


Efforts  to  revive  concept  of  'saint':  Amen! 


It’s  noteworthy  that  a  con¬ 
cept — sainthood — which  has 
been  all  but  forgotten  by  main¬ 
stream  Protestant  Christianity  is 
making  a  comeback. 

In  one  instance,  a  recently  pub¬ 
lished  book— “The  Saints  Among 
Us”  by  George  Gallup  Jr.,  and 
Timothy  Jones — highlights  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  “everyday  saints”:  ordi¬ 
nary  people  who  live  generally 
obscure  lives  of  authentic  Christian 
faithfulness  (see  UMR,  July  10). 

In  another,  unrelated  instance, 
Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  (VISN),  recently  an¬ 
nounced  the  premiere  of  a  series 
of  cablecasts,  “The  Sacred  Soul,” 
that  will  feature  the  lives  of 
saints  past  and  present. 

We  applaud  these  and  other  ef¬ 
forts  to  recover  and  emphasize  the 
importance  of  saints — people  who 
live  close  to  God — for  our  time. 

Given  our  society’s  widespread 
me-centeredness,  such  efforts  have 
an  uphill  battle  to  gain  attention. 
Moreover,  Messrs.  Gallup  and 
Jones  rightly  observe  that  “saintli¬ 


ness  may  seem  out  of  step  with  a 
world  where  ozone  holes,  ICBM 
missiles  and  'crack'  babies  call  for 
hard-hitting  pragmatism.” 

No  better  reasons  than  these  ex¬ 
ist,  however,  for  recovering  the  re¬ 
ality  that  saints  represent:  An 
alternative  vision  of  human  life, 
one  that  stands  in  contrast  to  con¬ 
temporary  attitudes  and  worldly 
conditions  that  lead  away  from 
true  life  and  toward  death. 

Saints  are  flesh-and-blood 
proof  that  a  life  formed  and 
transformed  by  a  dynamic  faith 
in  God  is  both  possible  and  more 
rewarding  than  any  other  life  one 
might  imagine. 

Indeed,  saints  past  and  present 
show  that  ordinary  people  can  live 
extraordinary  lives  of  meaning,  joy 
and  transforming  impact  on  others 
when  they  love  God  and  neighbor 
“with  all  their  heart,  soul,  strength 
and  mind”  (Luke  10:27). 

In  light  of  our  faith’s  teaching 
that  we  humans  are  created  in 
God’s  image,  it’s  highly  probable 
that  there’s  a  saint  inside  each  of 


us  that's  trying  to  get  out. 

Saint-making  is,  in  fact,  a  pri¬ 
mary  responsibility  of  communi¬ 
ties  of  faith.  No  higher  calling 
exists  than  for  sisters  and  brothers 
in  Christ  to  nurture  each  other  in 
the  twin  journeys  of  our  souls:  the 
journey  inward  (including  prayer 
and  Bible  study)  and  the  journey 
outward  (including  service  to  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  just  and  compassionate 
spirit  of  Christ). 

Hence,  we  encourage  wide¬ 
spread  reading  of  the  Gallup/ 
Jones  book  on  saints  and  similarly 
widespread  viewing,  where  avail¬ 
able,  of  the  VISN  cable  network 
series  on  “sacred  souls.” 

In  the  meantime,  Sunday 
school  classes  and  other  study 
groups  could  profitably  spend 
one  or  more  sessions  discussing 
related  questions  such  as: 

■  What  is  a  saint? 

■  Who  are  the  saints  in  our 
midst? 

■  How  can  we  help  each  other 
grow  toward  sainthood? 


This  early  14th  century  por¬ 
trait  shows  St.  Agnes,  who 
was  martyred  c.  304.  In  light 
of  our  faith's  teaching  that  we 
humans  are  created  in  God's 
image,  it's  highly  probable 
that  there's  a  saint  inside  each 
of  us  that's  trying  to  get  out. 


Letters  to  the  Editor== 

Prayer  ruling ,  editorial 
challenged  by  readers 


My  Witness^ 


Homeless  by  choice,  I  deepened  my  faith 


By  KEITH  WASSERMAN 

I  have  worked  with  the  homeless 
for  more  than  10  years  as  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  a  United  Methodist- 
related  shelter.  Good  Works  Inc.  in 
Athens,  Ohio. 

But  it  wasn’t  until  I  became  home¬ 
less  by  choice  that  I  fully  began  to  un¬ 
derstand  some  of  their  feelings. 

I,  like  many  others  in  the  helping 
profession,  tend  to  become  insulat¬ 
ed  from  time  to  time  from  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  the  pain,  uncertainty,  fear  and 
-  depression  that  needy  people  feel. 

On  four  occasions  during  the  past 
four  years,  I  became  homeless  by 
choice  in  order  to  expand  my  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  feelings  of  home¬ 
less  people  from’ a  “one  of  them'’' 
perspective. 

While  I  realized  that  I  could  not 
really  understand  homelessness  un- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Keith 
Wasserman  is  a 
member  of  Central 
Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Athens,  Ohio 
(West  Ohio  Annual  Conference).  This 
article  originally  appeared  in  the  West 
Ohio  edition  of  UMR  and  is  reprinted 
by  permission. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

til  l  lose  my  house,  job,  family  and 
friends,  I  went  to  the  streets  to  try 
to  enlarge  my  limited  middle  class 
perspective. 


My  first  experience  was  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.  I  took  no  identification 
or  money  and  spent  the  weekend  in 
a  homeless  shelter  sharing  the  same 
room  with  150  men  and  a  number 
of  women. 

We  each  had  a  mat  on  the  floor.  I 
slept  near  a  sick  drunk  and  a  man 
with  a  knife.  I  thought:  “Don’t  they 
check  for  weapons  here?  Don’t  they 
have  rules?” 

It  was  this  experience  that 
brought  me  face  to  face  with  some 
of  the  fear  that  homeless  people  ex¬ 
perience.  It  is  such  fear  that  often 
forces  a  whole  new  set  of  coping 
mechanisms  and  choices. 

I  began  to  understand  that  the 
longer  a  person  is  forced  to  live  on 
the  streets,  the  less  likely  he  or  she 
is  to  fully  recover  from  the  trauma 
of  homelessness. 

My  time  in  Charleston,  W.Va., 


the  following  year  was  much  differ¬ 
ent.  It  was  a  men’s  shelter.  We  were 
all  required  to  turn  in  our  clothes  at 
night,  take  showers  at  the  same  time 
and  wear  pajamas.  During  the  day 
we  blended  into  the  mall  scene  and 
waited  for  the  time  to  pass. 

I  remember  the  experience  of 
feeling  misunderstood  by  the  shel¬ 
ter  staff  when  I  told  them  that  I  had 
been  to  the  police  for  identification 
but  they  didn’t  believe  me.  I  re¬ 
member  feeling  vulnerable. 

I  learned  that  in  order  to  under¬ 
stand  and  help  suffering  people,  one 
has  to  “climb  down”  from  the  com¬ 
fort  of  one’s  own  security  and  reach 
out,  often  at  personal  risk  and  pain. 

As  a  Christian,  1  now  more  fully 
understand  what  Christ  Jesus  has 
done  for  me.  I  am  grateful  and  I 
want  to  turn  my  gratitude  into  a 
Godly  activism. 


By  some  “logic,”  the  July  3  edito¬ 
rial  headline  declares  that  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ban  on  speaking  the 
name  of  God  in  public  school  cere¬ 
monies  “benefits”  our  faith. 

By  extension,  you  must  be  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  conspiracy  of  humanists, 
atheists,  and  agnostics  for  getting 
the  Court  to  make  this  decision. 
Logically,  the  anti-religion  conspira¬ 
cy  will  make  similar  demands 
against  colleges  and  universities  op¬ 
erated  by  the  state.  They  will  seek  to 
“purify”  the  curricula  of  the  name  of 
God  and  religious  institutions.  All 
this  is  a  very  real  possibility  as  the 
Russians  learned  70  years  ago. 

To  support  your  position  you  have 
set  up  some  straw  men.  The  last  one 
about  the  Supreme  Court  ejecting 
God  from  the  schools  is  crude  and 
naive.  No,  God  does  not  take  orders 
from  the  Court,  but  we  do. 

John  C.  Appel 
Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Something's  skewed 

Concerning  the  July  3  editorials 
headlined,  “Conflicts,  Christians 
and  the  meaning  of  ’freedom’”  and 
“Graduation  prayer  ruling  works  to 
faith’s  benefit.” 

I  suppose  at  some  level  it  must  be 
logical  and  legal.  But  there  seems  to 
be  something  fundamentally 
skewed  in  a  system  that  defends  the 
inalienable  rights  of  its  citizens  on 
the  grounds  that  those  rights  are  en¬ 
dowed  by  our  Creator,  but  denies 
its  citizens  the  right  to  pray  in  a 
public  school  assembly — because, 
so  the  reasoning  goes,  our  govern¬ 
ment  cannot  endorse  a  religion. 

If  as  a  society  we  decide  that  our 
rights  do  not  have  divine  sanction  or 
that  our  government  cannot  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  divine  origin  of  those  rights, 
how  long  will  our  freedoms  which  are 
based  on  those  rights  endure? 

Mike  Carter 
Irving,  Texas 

Finally,  it's  been  said 

Well,  finally  it’s  been  said  by  a 
church  official,  an  ordained  minister, 
a  person  in  a  position  of  leadership. 

“All  is  not  well”  in  the  annual 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

conference,  says  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl 
Jones  (see  UMR,  June  26).  He  also 
said,  “The  general  church  does  not 
listen  to  the  people  ...” 

Could  this  confession  be  the  flood¬ 
gate  for  the  admission  of  brokenness, 
disappointment  and  discouragement 
that  has  been  burdening  United 
Methodist  pastors  and  laity? 

I  became  a  United  Methodist  five 
years  ago  and  am  a  conference  em¬ 
ployee.  In  that  time,  I  have  not 
heard  one  conference  leader  speak 
so  forthrightly  about  the  discour¬ 
agement  and  disappointment  of  the 
people  like  Dr.  Jones  has  done. 

Now,  indeed,  is  the  time  for 
United  Methodists  to  face  our  seri¬ 
ous  flaws  and,  as  Dr.  Jones  says, 
consider  a  radically  different  form 
of  church  leadership. 

Bruce  K.  Quinn 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Article  may  spark  campaign 

Regarding  the  article  headlined 
“Apportionment  system?  Broken  or 
maybe  flawed”  (see  UMR,  June  26): 

I  am  an  elderly  conservative 
C.P.A.  and  assumed  over  the  past 
40  years  I  would  never  see  criticism 
of  the  system  given  the  light  of  day. 

The  article  may  spark  a  campaign 
against  this  flawed  practice.  Maybe 
a  modern  Martin  Luther  will  arise 
to  correct  this  abuse  of  power  (an 
example  of  what  absolute  power 
does).  The  amounts  involved  are 
awesome  —  one  third  of  all  contri¬ 
butions  of  all  members. 

I  believe  our  conference  officials 
are  honest  people.  But,  even  as  you 
and  I  might,  they  will  accept  and 
exploit  a  system  placed  in  their 
hands  so  abusive  of  congregations. 

Harold  H.  Reed 
Ardmore,  Oklahoma 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  I  will  make  them  and  the 
places  round  about  my  hill  a  bless¬ 
ing;  and  I  will  send  down  the  show¬ 
ers  in  their  season;  they  shall  be 
showers  of  blessing.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Dad's  15-year-old  gift  resurrects  dream,  renews  family 


My  parents  would  have  celebrat¬ 
ed  50  years  of  marriage  recently. 
Dad  died  four 
years  ago,  though, 
thus  ending  that 
particular  dream. 

But  dreams 
have  a  way  of  be¬ 
ing  resurrected,  if 
not  in  their  origi¬ 
nal  form,  then  in 
some  other  way.  Stephen  Swecker 

The  anniversary  “resurrection” 
began  weeks  ago  during  a  phone  call 
with  my  mother,  who  lives  half  a 
continent  away  in  West  Virginia. 

After  reminding  me  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  anniversary,  she  sur¬ 
prised  me  with  information  that  I 
either  never  knew  or  had  forgotten. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  she  said,  Dad 
made  a  bottle  of  wine  to  be  opened 
on  their  50th  anniversary. 


My  parents  weren’t  “drinkers”  by 
any  stretch  of  the  imagination. 
Making  the  wine,  Mom  was  sure, 
was  Dad’s  way  of  anticipating 
something  special  in  their  lives. 

I  agreed.  Wine,  in  fact,  is  an  an¬ 
cient  symbol  often  used  to  remind 
us  that  some  things,  including  good 
marriages,  only  get  better  with  age. 

Jesus  used  that  symbolism,  in 
fact,  when  he  turned  water  into 
wine  at  a  wedding  in  Cana. 

“So  what  should  I  do  with  it?” 
Mom  asked,  referring  to  Dad’s  15- 
year-old  creation. 

Immediately  I  replied:  “Hang  on 
to  it.  Let’s  get  together  and  cele¬ 
brate.  After  all,  an  anniversary  is 
still  an  anniversary!” 

So  it  was  that,  in  short  order,  we 
called  my  sister  in  Florida  and 
brother  in  Ohio  and  arranged  an 
impromptu  family  reunion. 


The  mere  mention  of  Dad’s  wine 
outweighed  any  concern  for  travel 
time  and  distance.  It  was  obvious  to 
us  all.  We  HAD  to  be  there! 

As  it  turned  out,  the  bottle’s  con¬ 
tents  were  drinkable  but  hardly 
memorable — if,  that  is,  taste  were 
the  only  measure  of  its  quality. 

But  as  we  tasted  its  bittersweet¬ 
ness,  a  grateful  awareness  settled  on 
us.  It  was  the  awesome  knowledge 
that  we  were,  in  fact,  tasting  a  living 
part  of  our  deceased  husband  and 
father’s  very  life. 

And,  we  realized,  its  mere  exis¬ 
tence  had  energized  us  and  brought 
us  together  for  a  rare  reunion! 

Through  Dad’s  foresight  and  love 
nearly  a  generation  ago,  we  had 
been  resurrected  as  a  family  once 
again,  to  hug  each  other,  tell  stories 
and  rejoice  in  the  simple  fact  that 
we  are,  of  all  God’s  gracious  gifts,  a 


family  still.  Best  of  all,  in  the  pun¬ 
gency  of  his  wine.  Dad’s  presence 
was  made  known  to  us. 

Mom  reckoned  that  it  had  been 
one  of  the  best  wedding  anniversa¬ 
ries  she  and  Dad  had  ever  had. 

And  as  we  kids  left  home  once 


again,  I  rejoiced  in  a  musty  liquid’s 
unexpected  blessing:  the  certain 
knowledge  that  neither  home  nor 
God’s  love  ever  leaves  us. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Reporter's  Faith 
Forum  page  editor. 


(Last  week’s  answer  Proverbs  22:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  20 

Monday:  Psalms  1 39: 1 3-1 8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  139:19-24 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  4:8- 1 7 
Thursday:  2  Kings  4:18-37 
Friday:  Luke  10:38-42 
Saturday:  Colossians  1:21-23 
Sunday:  Colossians  1:24-29 
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There  is  an  Election! 

16  in  fact . . .  and  your  church  newspaper  is 


The  church's  new  bishops  are  being  chosen  July  14-17.  UMR's  editorial  staff  will 
report  from  each  of  the  5  U.S.  regions  on  the  spiritual  drama  of  the  election  of 
episcopal  leaders.  Watch  for  their  reports  In  the  July  24  Issue  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  _  _ 
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SHARP  DIVISIONS:  Sharp  divisions 
among  the  peoples  of  the  Czech  and  Slovak 
Federal  Republic  threaten  the  churches  there 
and  limit  their  capacity  to  help  heal  social  and 
political  tensions.  That  word  comes  from  a 
team  of  U.S.  church  officials  who  recently  spent 
a  week  traveling  throughout  Czechoslovakia. 
“It’s  important  for  Christians  to  hold  up  signs 
that  declare  that  reconciliation  is  possible,”  said 
the  Rev.  V.  Bruce  Rigdon,  a  Presbyterian  pastor 
in  Grosse  Point,  Mich.  Doreen  F.  Tilghman,  an 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  a  member  of  the  team 
sponsored  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 


BALANCED'  DECISION?  The  contro¬ 
versial  1973  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Roe  vs.  Wade 
decision  on  abortion  offers  a  “real,  moderate, 
balanced”  place  to  stand  for  U.S.  citizens  “look¬ 
ing  for  a  middle  way”  in  the  nation's  abortion 
debate,  according  to  Robert  S.  McElvaine,  a 
professor  at  United  Methodist-related  Millsaps 
College  in  Jackson,  Miss.  The  decision  written 
by  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  the  only  United 
Methodist  on  the  high  court,  is  “not  the  ex¬ 
treme  ruling  that  exists  in  the  popular  imagina¬ 
tion,”  he  said  in  a  column  published  July  5  in 
“The  Washington  Post.” 

'SERVANTS'  AT  CARNEGIE:  a  recent 

performance  in  Carnegie  Hall  by  the  choir  from 
the  Church  of  the  Servant  (United  Methodist) 
in  Oklahoma  City  drew  favorable  notice  from 
“The  New  York  Times.”  The  Times  critic 
termed  the  choir’s  rendition  of  the  Handel  an¬ 
them,  “O  Sing  Unto  the  Lord  a  New  Song,” 
“smooth  and  broad-boned.”  The  choir  and  six 
others  from  as  many  states  also  performed  the 
Mozart  “Requiem”  under  British  conductor 
John  Rutter. 


FIELD  NARROWS  TO  3:  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  has  narrowed  the  field  of 
candidates  for  the  agency’s  top  staff  position  to 
three  persons.  According  to  an  announcement 
from  the  council,  finalists  are  David  Martin 
Conway,  56,  a  lay  member  of  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  and  president  of  Selly  Oak  Colleges  in 
Birmingham,  England;  the  Rev.  Christopher 
Duraisingh,  54,  a  top  official  with  the  council’s 
Mission,  Education  and  Witness  unit  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  of  South  India;  and  the  Rev. 
Konrad  Raiser,  a  professor  of  theology  at  the 
Ruhr  University  in  Bochum,  Germany,  and 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany. 
The  council’s  Central  Committee  will  elect  a 
successor  to  the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro,  a  Method¬ 
ist  from  Uruguay,  Aug.  24.  He  took  the  post  in 
1 985  and  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Churches  aid  Cuba 

HAVANA — Cuban  church  members  unload 
a  shipment  of  canned  meat,  medicines  and 
soap  flown  to  their  country  last  month.  The 
supplies  were  gathered  by  Church  World 
Service  and  Witness,  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  relief  agency  in  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  participates.  The 
Cuban  Ecumenical  Council,  which  includes 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba,  distributed 
the  supplies  to  hospitals  and  church-related 
retirement  homes. 


The  who  and  what  of  being  a  UM  bishop 

Spiritual  guides ,  administrators ,  global  church  leaders— bishops  carry  out  many  duties 


Here’s  what  United  Methodist  bishops  do 

Over  see  the  spiritual  and  administrative  affairs 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church; 

Lead  the  church  in  its  mission  of  witness  and 
service  to  the  world; 

Travel  throughout  the  world  to  implement  strategy 
for  concerns  of  the  church; 

Lead  the  quest  for  Christian  unity; 

Organize  the  church's  missions; 

Promote  and  support  evangelism; 

Fulfill  other  duties  as  required. 

Source:  The  Book  of  Discipline 


UM R  HU/STRATION  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Do  you  know  who  your  bishop 
is?  For  that  matter,  do  you  know 
what  your  bishop  is? 

Many  United  Methodist  lay- 
people  might  be  hard  pressed  to 
answer  those  questions. 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  the 
UMC’s  collection  of  church  laws, 
identifies  bishops  as  “general  su¬ 
perintendents.”  They  carry  prima¬ 
ry  responsibility  for  “ordering,”  or 
administering,  the  church. 

Elections  this  week 

This  week  delegates  to  the  five 
jurisdictional  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences  of  the  church  in  the  United 
States  are  electing  16  new  bish¬ 
ops  (see  the  July  24  issue  for  full 
coverage  of  the  elections). 

Outside  the  United  States, 
United  Methodist  regional  bod¬ 
ies  known  as  “central  confer¬ 
ences”  will  elect  their  22  bishops 
later  this  summer. 

Whatever  their  place  of  elec¬ 
tion,  all  bishops  are  elected  from 
among  ordained  United  Method¬ 
ist  ministers. 

Within  the  U.S.  church  they 
rarely  are  elected  across  regional 
lines.  Retired  Bishop  Leontine 
T.  C.  Kelly  was  the  last  so  cho¬ 
sen.  In  1984,  though  she  was  an 
annual  conference  member  with¬ 
in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
she  was  elected  by  the  Western 
Jurisdiction  and  assigned  to  the 
San  Francisco  Area,  where  she 
served  four  years  before  retiring. 

Those  elected  within  the  United 
States  remain  bishops  for  life, 
even  after  they  retire.  Retired 
bishops  may  be  called  back  into 


The  United  Methodist  Church 
spends  millions  for  its  superin¬ 
tendency. 

For  1993-96,  $55.9  million  has 
been  budgeted  for  the  Episcopal 
Fund.  This  pays  salaries,  insur¬ 
ance,  expenses  and  pensions  of 
more  than  100  active  and  retired 
bishops. 

All  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  are  assessed  a  “fair 
share”  contribution  to  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Fund  because  bishops  are 


UMC  Focus 

An  occasional 

series  on  the  (f  A 
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S  /  This  Week: 

'/The  Episcopacy 

EDITORS’  NOTE:  This  week  the 
Reporter  begins  an  occasional  series 
that  will  seek  to  explain  how  The 
United  Methodist  Church  works. 


active  service  for  special  purposes. 

Bishops  elected  outside  the 
United  States  typically  serve  for 
specific  terms  and  must  stand  for 
re-election.  If  not  re-elected,  they 
become  eligible  for  assignment  to 
other  ministries. 

Assignments  due 

In  addition  to  electing  16  bish¬ 
ops  this  week,  jurisdictional  dele¬ 
gates  will  assign  each  new  bishop 
and  each  of  the  29  continuing  ac¬ 
tive  U.S.  bishops  to  supervise  an 
“episcopal  area.”  There  are  45 
such  regions  within  the  church. 

New  bishops  usually  are  not 
assigned  to  “return  home,”  that 
is  to  supervise  the  episcopal  area 
from  which  they  are  elected. 

Rarely,  too,  are  bishops  as¬ 
signed  outside  the  jurisdictions 
in  which  they  are  elected,  al¬ 
though  several  current  bishops 
signed  an  “appeal”  last  fall  en¬ 
couraging  more  such  assignments 
and  indicating  their  own  readi- 


considered  to  be  superintendents 
of  the  entire  church,  said  Eliza¬ 
beth  Okayama,  a  staff  executive 
of  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
in  Evanston,  Ill. 

Ms.  Okayama  said  the  1993 
budget  for  each  active  bishop  in¬ 
cludes: 

/  $72,654  annual  salary  paid 
monthly; 

/  $47,000  for  office  expenses, 
including  support  staff  salaries; 

/  $18,000  maximum  toward 


ness  to  participate. 

Like  chief  executives 

In  their  respective  episcopal 
areas,  bishops  are  much  like 
chief  executives  in  carrying  out 
their  everyday  tasks. 

Each  episcopal  area  covers  a 
region  with  at  least  125,000 
United  Methodists.  An  episcopal 
area  typically  contains  one  or 
two  annual  conferences. 

Bishops  preside  over  meetings  of 
annual  conferences.  At  these  meet¬ 
ings,  decisions  are  made  about  the 
witness  and  mission  of  the  church 
within  that  region.  Clergy  are  or¬ 
dained,  “diaconal”  or  lay  ministers 
are  consecrated  and  all  ministers 
are  given  their  assignments. 

Each  bishop,  together  with  his  or 


housing  expenses,  with  any  re¬ 
maining  housing  expense  to  be 
borne  by  the  regional  episcopal 
area  supervised  by  the  bishop. 

In  addition  bishops’  expenses  for 
all  church-related  travel  are  paid, 
either  by  the  Episcopal  Fund  or  by 
the  appropriate  church  agency. 

Church  law  also  allows  bishops 
to  accept  honoraria  for  such  non¬ 
official  appearances  as  speaking 
engagements  at  colleges. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


her  assistants  known  as  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  evaluates  and  ap¬ 
proves  the  work  of  hundreds  of 
these  ordained  and  lay  ministers. 

Assigning  pastors  to  congrega¬ 
tions  can  consume  as  much  as  50 
percent  of  a  bishop’s  time,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  survey  by  the 
Rev.  Betsy  Schwarzentraub  for 
“Circuit  Rider,”  the  magazine 
for  United  Methodist  clergy. 

That’s  because  bishops  and  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  spend  many 
hours  consulting  with  congrega¬ 
tions  and  pastors  as  to  the  most  ap¬ 
propriate  “appointment.” 

A  bishop’s  influence  on  a  local 
congregation  is  most  often  felt 
through  the  assignment  of  a  pastor. 

Inspiration,  instruction,  too 

In  addition  to  supervising  an 
enormous,  far-flung  ministerial 
personnel  system,  each  bishop 
also  is  expected  to  be  a  spiritual 
leader  who  inspires  and  instructs 
United  Methodists  on  how  to 
lead  faithful  Christian  lives. 

This  means  that  bishops  spend 
enormous  time  traveling. 

Bishops  are  expected  to  visit 
congregations  throughout  their 
episcopal  areas. 

Often  they’re  asked  to  preach. 
Or  they’re  invited  to  attend  spe¬ 
cial  occasions,  such  as  when 
churches  are  organized,  new 
buildings  are  dedicated,  mort¬ 
gage  notes  are  burned  or  a  con¬ 
gregation  is  disbanded. 


Besides  duties  within  their 
episcopal  areas,  bishops  carry 
major  responsibilities  outside. 
Their  assignment  to  oversee  and 
represent  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  a  whole  requires  them 
literally  to  travel  the  globe. 

Bishops  frequently  represent" 
United  Methodism  in  ecumeni-  " 
cal  and  interfaith  connections.  =* 

At  least  one  bishop  serves  on 
the  board  of  virtually  every 
school,  hospital,  children’s  home, 
retirement  center  or  camp  bear¬ 
ing  the  name  “United  Method¬ 
ist” — often  as  that  board’s 
presiding  officer. 

Bishops  commonly  chair  the 
church’s  general  program  agen¬ 
cies  and  coordinating  councils 
for  four-year  terms. 

They  also  must  meet  with  their 
sister  and  brother  bishops  regu¬ 
larly  at  two  levels — in  a  College 
of  Bishops  at  the  regional  level 
and  in  the  churchwide  Council  of 
Bishops,  which  functions  as  a 
leadership  body  for  the  entire  de¬ 
nomination. 

Periodically  the  council  may 
issue  statements,  known  as  pas¬ 
toral  letters,  intended  to  instruct 
congregations  and  individuals  in 
faithful  Christian  living. 

Two  of  the  most  recent  such 
letters  were  “In  Defense  of  Cre¬ 
ation,”  an  anti-war  statement  in 
1986,  and  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions — Faithful  Disciples”  on 
church  revitalization  in  1990. 


UMC  superintendency  costs  millions 


Paralyzed 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

On  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  June 
1981,  24-year-old  David  Kreider 
dived  into  a  pool  at  a  friend’s 
house. 

He  surfaced  in  a  “dead  man’s 
float” — his  neck  broken  and  his 
spinal  cord  severed. 

Helpless,  he  was  rushed  to  a 
nearby  Milwaukee  hospital 
where  doctors  gave  his  parents 
no  hope  that  he  would  live. 

Busy  helping  others 

Today,  although  he  still  has  no 
feeling  below  his  armpits,  the  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist  is  busy 
helping  others. 

But  it  took  several  years  of  reha¬ 
bilitation  for  him  to  regain  part  of 
the  independence  he  once  enjoyed. 

He  had  been  on  his  own  since 
age  19  when  MacDonald’s — the 
hamburger  chain  he  had  worked 
for  since  age  16 — promoted  him 
to  management  training. 


layman  does  what  he  can  to  help  others 


MILWAUKEE— David  Kreider 
uses  a  "mouthstick"  to  oper¬ 
ate  his  computer. 


At  the  time  of  the  accident,  he 
was  first  assistant  manager  of  a 
store.  He  planned  to  open  his 
own  store  in  1981. 

Rather  he  became  a  quadriple¬ 
gic,  robbed  of  his  freedom  and 
feeling  of  self-sufficiency  and  de¬ 
pendent  on  his  family  again. 


Was  he  angry  at  God? 

“Actually,  I  should  be  thankful,” 
Mr.  Kreider  says.  “There  were  four 
separate  times  during  medical 
emergencies  that  God  could  have 
taken  me,  but  he  didn’t. 

“So  there  must  be  a  reason  for 
me  being  here.  I  don’t  know  what 
it  is.” 

Rehabilitation  in  Milwaukee 
and  at  Northwestern  University  in 
Chicago  provided  Mr.  Kreider 
with  the  tool  that  would  again 
change  his  life:  a  mouthstick. 

With  his  mouthstick  he  can 
use  his  computer,  play  his  stereo 
and  use  his  telephone.  He  can 
also  paint  with  watercolors  and 
oils  and  decorate  ceramics. 

But  he  wanted  to  do  more. 

“My  mom  and  one  of  the  ladies 
of  Bay  View  United  Methodist 
Church  were  on  me  to  go  to  the 
Easter  Seal  Society  where  they 
have  classes  for  disabled  adults. 

“It  took  them  two  years,  but  I 
finally  gave  in.  I’ve  been  going 


since  January  1985.” 

Two  years  later  he  became  the 
Adult  Ambassador  of  the  Easter 
Seals  recreation  center. 

“Which  meant  I  helped  them 
raise  funds  and  made  appear¬ 
ances  on  the  Milwaukee  portion 
of  the  Easter  Seals  national  tele¬ 
thon,”  he  explained. 

Together  with  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  various  disabilities,  he 
has  become  involved  in  disabil¬ 
ity  awareness — helping  the  pub¬ 
lic  understand  about  disabilities 
through  panel  discussions  and 
appearances. 

Through  Easter  Seals,  the 
group  works  with  the  Disability 
Awareness  program  of  the  Girl 
Scouts  of  America.  They  have 
helped  more  than  1,200  Brownie 
Scouts  attain  the  Disability 
Awareness  badge,  he  said. 

In  turn,  he  helps  the  Easter 
Seals  staff  with  its  computer 
problems. 

Mr.  Kreider’s  computer  abili¬ 


ties  led  him  to  the  job  of  finan¬ 
cial  secretary  of  Bay  View  United 
Methodist  Church,  where  he  has 
been  a  member  since  he  was  16. 
As  a  teenager,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  choir  and  president  of  the 
youth  group.  Now  he  is  active  on 
the  finance  committee. 

'I  do  what  I  can' 

“Even  though  I  can’t  do  a  lot,” 
he  said,  “I  do  what  I  can.” 

He  says  he  is  not  bitter  about  his 
accident  or  the  things  he  can’t  do. 

“I’ve  got  things  to  hold  me 
back,  but  so  does  everybody,”  he 
continued.  “You  can  find  a  way 
around  obstacles  if  you  really 
want  to.  If  I  want  to  do  some¬ 
thing,  I  find  a  way  to  do  it. 

“Maybe  God  has  something 
bigger  down  the  line  for  me,”  he 
said,  “but  if  this  is  why  I  didn’t 
pass  away — to  work  with  the 
church,  with  disability  awareness 
and  those  types  of  things — then 
I’m  a  very  happy  person.” 


Connectionalism 

In  this  year  of  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  your  entire  congregation  and 
ministry  community  become  involved  in  the 
life  of  the  whole  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 

P.O.  Box  6*0275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Religious  workers  ponder  'stormy'  future 


Christians  must  "repent  and  be  passionate  lovers 
and  workers  for  a  new  creation." 

— Heather  Erika  Johnston,  keynote  speaker 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WOLFVILLE,  Nova  Scotia— In 
this  maritime  setting  historically  ac¬ 
quainted  with  turbulence,  more 
than  450  religious  workers  gathered 
in  late  June  from  35  countries  to 
consider  their  faith  and  ministry  in 
the  teeth  of  gales  buffeting  society. 

"As  the  storms  of  life  threaten  to 
engulf  us,  how  can  we,  how  should 
we  survive?”  asked  an  international 
ecumenical  leader  in  the  keynote 
address  for  the  16th  assembly  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Sisterhoods 
and  Diaconal  Associations. 

Christians,  said  Heather  Erika 
Johnston,  must  “repent  and  be  pas¬ 
sionate  lovers  and  workers  for  a 
new  creation.” 

By  the  end  of  the  week's  meeting 
on  the  picturesque  campus  of  Aca¬ 


dia  University,  Ms.  Johnston,  a 
Presbyterian  from  Ontario,  and 
other  speakers  had  outlined  a  num¬ 
ber  of  areas  where  winds  of  change 
are  needed  if,  as  she  suggested,  the 
planet  is  to  be  "image(d)  as  the 
body  of  God.” 

Included  were  international  eco¬ 
nomics,  exploitation  of  women, 
newly  opened  doors  in  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  spiritual  foundations  and  the 
future  of  diakonia  itself. 

About  125  Methodists  took  part, 
most  of  them  United  Methodists 
from  the  United  States.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  only  the  second  such  in  the 
history  of  the  federation  in  North 
America,  New  York  City  having 
been  host  in  1972. 

The  United  Methodist  diaconal 
ministry,  numbering  about  1,500 
persons,  was  received  into  member¬ 
ship  in  the  federation.  The  denomi¬ 


nation’s  Association  of  Deaconesses 
and  Home  Missionaries  has  been  a 
member  for  a  number  of  years. 

Chita  R.  Framo,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  United  Methodist  diakonia 
in  the  Philippines  and  chairwoman 
of  the  Philippines  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  Commission  on  Deaconess 
Service,  became  the  first  Third 
World  person  to  be  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  federation.  She  will 
serve  a  four-year  term  succeeding 
Inga  Bengtzon,  a  Lutheran  deacon¬ 
ess  from  Uppsala,  Sweden. 

In  her  keynote  address  Ms.  John¬ 
ston  cited  international  economic 
conditions  and  urged  the  church  to 


use  its  investments  to  aid  the  poor, 
raising  a  point  heard  repeatedly 
during  the  assembly.  Holdings  of  re¬ 
ligious  bodies  make  up  the  world’s 
largest  multinational  corporation, 
she  asserted. 

Constance  Oosthuizen,  a  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  in  South  Africa, 
brought  into  focus  the  contempo¬ 
rary  plight  of  a  people,  many  of 
whom  have  been  banished  from 
their  homes. 

“Never  in  (our)  history  have  we 
needed  prayers  so  much,”  she  said. 
In  the  face  of  violence,  crime  and 
the  economy,  “everyone  is  suffering 
together.” 


Faith  at  work 


Donald  Treese 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

= connections 

COLLEGE  HELPS  MOMS:  A  support 
program  that  will  provide  college  tuition  and 
campus-sponsored  child  care  for  low-income 
mothers  at  United  Methodist-related  Bennett 
College  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  has  received  a 
$50,000  grant  toward  a  $1.3  million  goal.  The 
grant,  from  the  Kathleen  Price  and  Joseph  M. 
Bryan  Family  Foundation  in  Greensboro,  will 
help  fund  a  program  designed  to  “intervene 
with  the  cycle  of  poverty  many  young  mothers 
enter,”  according  to  Bennett  President  Gloria 
R.  Scott.  Planners  hope  to  begin  the  program  in 
1993.  Bennett,  an  all-women’s  institution,  is 
one  of  12  historically  black  colleges  related  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

EXECUTIVE  TO  RETIRE:  The  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  H.  Treese,  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
—  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry,  will  retire  as  head  of 
the  board’s  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  in  June 
1993.  Dr.  Treese  has  served 
on  the  board  since  it  was 
formed  in  1972,  the  first  six 
years  as  an  elected  member 
and  the  next  14  years  in  his 
present  position.  He  chaired  the  international 
planning  committee  that  established  the  faculty 
of  theology  of  Africa  University. 

NEW  EDITOR:  In  recent  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  staff  changes,  the  Rev. 
Ralph  Baker,  a  24-year  UMCom  employee,  be¬ 
came  editor  of  the  denominationwide  program 
journal,  “The  Interpreter.”  Laura  Okuinu,  the 
magazine’s  editor  since  1988,  will  become  di¬ 
rector  of  a  new  program  journals  department, 
overseeing  production  of  “The  Interpreter,”  of 
“el  Interprete,”  edited  by  Edith  LaFontaine, 
which  serves  Spanish-speaking  United  Method¬ 
ists,  and  of  “United  Methodist  Family,”  edited 
by  the  Rev.  Jungrea  Chung,  which  serves  Kore¬ 
an  and  Korean-American  church  members. 
Staff  member  Barbara  Dunlap-Berg  will  head  a 
new  department  for  apportioned  funds — the 
largest  being  World  Service — and  promotion  of 
the  Advance.  The  new  configuration  will  allow 
better  coordination  for  promotion  of  the  church’s 
ministries  and  fund-raising  efforts,  said  Roger  L. 
Burgess,  UMCom’s  chief  executive. 

INTERIM  DIRECTOR:  Bishop  w.t. 

Handy  (Missouri  Area),  will  become  interim  di- 
)  rector  of  the  United  Meth- 
I  odist  Mission  Resource 
I  Center  in  Atlanta  upon  his 
retirement  from  the  active 
episcoaaey  Aug.  31.  The 
center  apthe  official  train¬ 
ing  facility  for  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  General  Board 
I  of  Global  Ministries.  This 
Bishop  Handy  training  includes  candi¬ 
dates  for  full-time  domestic  and  international 
mission  service;  mission  interns;  and  volun- 
teers-in-mission.  Bishop  Handy  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Milo  Thornberry.  who  has  been  appointed 
to  a  church  in  the  Alaska  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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UM  activist  pushes  for  ethics  at  Earth  Summit 

Bv  PATRICIA  1 FFFVFRF  ticket  to  the:  senators’  reconfirm  /-m.  •  .  •  ..  . .  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ 


RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— 
Some  key  players  at  the  recent 
Earth  Summit — including  the 
new  Democratic  nominee  for 
vice  president — are  going  to  re¬ 
member  Sabine  O’Hara. 

The  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  spoke  out  for  the  moral 
and  ethical  implications  of  envi¬ 
ronmental  issues  before  several 
leaders  at  the  United  Nations 
Conference  Environment  and 
Development.  Among  them  was 
U.S.  Senator  Albert  Gore  Jr.,  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  confirmed  this  week 
as  the  Democratic  nominee  for 
U.S.  vice  president. 

Dr.  O’Hara  was  eminently 
qualified  for  her  task. 

Active  church  worker 

Dr.  O’Hara  co-chairs  the  envi¬ 
ronmental  justice  work  area  of 
the  United  Methodist  Troy  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  She  is  pro¬ 
gram  associate  for  research  and 
advocacy  at  the  New  York  State 
Council  of  Churches  in  Albany. 

Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Phil 
O'Hara,  is  pastor  of  Newtonville 
(N.Y.)  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  Rio,  Dr.  O'Hara’s  audience 
included  nine  U.S.  Senators,  Sen. 
Gore  heading  the  Senate  Observ¬ 
er  Group. 

Dr.  O’Hara  was  one  of  30 
“NGOs” — representatives  of 
non-govemmental  organizations 
accredited  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions — lucky  enough  to  get  a 


ticket  to  the  senators’  reception. 

She  used  the  occasion  to  press 
her  point  that  moral  and  ethical 
issues  were  largely  lacking  from 
the  Earth  Summit’s  agenda. 

'Simply  not  true' 

Moreover,  she  criticized  the 
official  U.S.  position  which  por¬ 
trayed  environmental  protection 
and  economic  interests  as  op¬ 
posed  to  one  another. 

That  contention  is  “simply  not 
true,”  she  said,  in  an  interview,  “as 
Europe  and  Japan  know  full  well.” 

Dr.  O’Hara  also  told  the  sena¬ 
tors  that  it  was  a  misunderstanding 
of  economics  to  trust  that  “market 
mechanisms"  would  solve  all  the 
problems  facing  the  U.S. 

The  U.S.  government  must  as¬ 
sert  environmental  leadership  by 
defining  the  critical  issues  and  by 
taking  responsible  actions  to  deal 
with  them,  she  told  the  senators. 

She  said  that  Senators  Gore 
and  Tim  Wirth  (D-Colo.)  later 
spoke  privately  with  her,  indicat¬ 
ing  that  had  time  permitted,  they 
would  have  pursued  the  ethical 
questions  more  vigorously. 

Contacted  EPA  chief 

Dr.  O’Hara  also  found  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  contact  William  Reilly, 
chief  of  the  Environmental  Pro¬ 
tection  Agency  and  leader  of  the 
U.S.  delegation  at  Rio. 

She  met  Mr.  Reilly  outside  a 
conference  room  and  gave  him  a 
letter  addressed  to  President 
Bush  and  to  the  U.S.  delegation. 
She  wrote  the  letter  on  behalf  of 
the  National  Council  of 


Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 

The  letter  urged  the  U.S.  team 
to  commit  itself  to  these  goals: 

■  Lower  CO2  and  greenhouse 
gas  emissions  to  1990  levels  by 
the  year  2000; 

■  Reduce  toxic  and  nuclear 
wastes  and  seize  hazardous  waste 
exports; 

■  Transfer  funds  to  develop 
safe  and  peaceful  technology  and 
seek  alternative  renewable  ener¬ 
gy  sources; 

■  Encourage  more  modest  and 
ecologically  sensitive  lifestyles; 

■  Establish  laws  and  codes  for 
life-form  development  and  pat¬ 
enting  [in  genetic  engineering]. 
These  laws  should  respect  safety, 
ethical,  moral  and  cultural  rights; 
and 

■  Recognize  and  respect  indig¬ 
enous  peoples  and  assume  signif¬ 
icant  financial  and  moral 
responsibility  for  averting  social, 
economic  and  environmental  in¬ 
justice  to  indigenous  peoples. 

Simplify  lifestyles 

Although  many  of  these  steps 
can  be  taken  only  by  the  U.S.  ad¬ 
ministration,  she  noted  that  all 
citizens  could  reduce  their  CO2 
emissions  and  simplify  their 
lifestyle. 

For  instance,  the  O’Haras,  in¬ 
cluding  their  three  young  chil¬ 
dren,  have  decided  to  live 
without  a  television,  VCR  or  CD 
player. 

Life  without  such  diversions 
has  become  “more  intentional, 
more  reflective  and  more  ac¬ 
tive,”  she  said. 


NEWTONVILLE,  N.Y. — The  lifestyle  of  the  family  of  United 
Methodist  laywoman  Sabine  O'Hara — seen  with  her  sons 
(from  left)  David,  Dennis  and  Daniel — seeks  to  reduce  their 
adverse  impact  on  the  environment.  They  have  no  television, 
videocassette  recorder  or  compact  disc  player.  A  life  without 
such  electronic  marvels  reduces  harmful  carbon  dioxide  emis¬ 
sions  from  their  home,  says  Dr.  O'Hara. 

Voluntary  lifestyle  changes  will  O’Hara  a  broader  forum  for  envi- 


only  happen  through  “spiritual 
centeredness,”  Dr.  O’Hara  said. 

Dr.  O’Hara  suggested  that 
Christians  turn  to  the  wisdom 
contained  in  several  Biblical  sto¬ 
ries  which  deal  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  household. 

Her  efforts  are  giving  Dr. 


ronmental  issues  back  in  the  U.S. 

Since  returning,  Dr.  O’Hara 
has  been  invited  to  share  her  Rio 
experiences  with  radio  listeners 
and  church  groups  in  upstate 
New  York  as  well  as  on  National 
Public  Radio’s  weekly  program, 
“The  Environment.’ 


Experts:  Christians  must  help  shape  Information  age' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — As  a  Christian, 
are  you; 

v  Concerned  about  values 
portrayed  in  the  secular  media? 

•f  Distressed  by  uses  and  abuses 
of  information  technology,  includ¬ 
ing  the  possibility  that  somebody 
might  be  “snooping"  on  you? 

/  Overwhelmed  by  the  “in¬ 
formation  explosion”  unleashed 
in  this  age  of  computers? 

If  your  answer  is  “yes”  to  any 
of  the  above,  then  take  the  advice 
of  some  communications  experts: 
Get  actively  involved  in  shaping 
how  information  generally  and 
the  media  specifically  are  used. 

That  was  the  overall  message 
to  participants  at  a  recent  confer¬ 
ence  on  Global  Communications 
and  Ethics. 

Ethicists,  communicators 

Some  120  church  communica¬ 
tors,  ethicists  and  denomination¬ 
al  communications  officials 


attended  the  meeting  co-spon- 
sored  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A. 
and  the  World  Association  for 
Christian  Communication. 

Participants  heard  a  rich  mix¬ 
ture  of  theory  and  practical  ad¬ 
vice  from  more  than  a  dozen 
academic  experts  and  practicing 
journalists. 

Edmund  B.  Lambeth,  a  United 
Methodist  layman  and  journal¬ 
ism  professor  at  the  University 
of  Missouri  in  Columbia,  Mo., 
urged  churches  to  promote  great¬ 
er  mutual  awareness  between  the 
media  and  Christian  values. 

Offer  media  literacy 

Dr.  Lambeth  recommended 
that  churches  offer  courses  in 
media  literacy,  create  internships 
to  promote  cross-cultural  jour¬ 
nalistic  experiences  and  develop 
instruction  and  research  in  the 
practice  of  media  criticism. 

“Ethics  must  play  a  critical 
role  in  the  education  of  joumal- 


"Ethics  must  play  a 
critical  role  in  the 
education  of  journalists 
. . .  The  media  and 
theological  education 
cannot  continue  apart." 

— Edmund  B.  Lambeth 

ists  . . .  The  media  and  theologi¬ 
cal  education  cannot  continue 
apart,”  he  said. 

Gil  Noble,  a  black  broadcast 
journalist  and  producer,  encour¬ 
aged  Christians  to  be  more  aggres¬ 
sive  in  confronting  secular  media 
biases,  particularly  those  favoring 
white  culture  and  its  values. 

“The  church  should  give  the 
media  a  fit  as  people  of  moral 
concern  . . .  launch  an  all-out  as¬ 
sault  on  [racial]  bias  in  the  me¬ 
dia,”  Mr.  Noble  urged. 

In  what  many  conferees  re¬ 
garded  as  the  event’s  most  dis¬ 
turbing  presentation,  a 
University  of  Illinois  researcher 


gave  a  sobering  description  of 
“global  surveillance.” 

According  to  Sandra  Braman, 
the  world  is  enveloped  by  vast  in¬ 
formation-gathering  systems. 

These  interlocking  networks,  she 
said,  result  from  the  “harmoniza¬ 
tion  of  telephone  systems,  comput¬ 
er  networks,  overlapping  broadcast 
areas,  media  ownership  by  transna¬ 
tional  conglomerates,  and  satellite 
communications  technology.” 

“If  you’re  on  a  [computer]  net¬ 
work  and  don’t  think  you’re  be¬ 
ing  watched,  you’re  mistaken,” 
Dr.  Braman  warned  participants. 

Dr.  Braman  offered  churches 
practical  suggestions  for  dealing 
with  global  surveillance,  including: 

■  Being  “information  brokers” 
by  creating  and  participating  in 
computer  networks — for  example, 
“PeaceNet” — that  enable  world¬ 
wide  exchange  of  critical  informa¬ 
tion  among  Christians  and  others 
having  value-based  concerns; 

■  Advocating  that  everyone 
“has  a  voice”  in  deciding  how  the 


UMCOR  seeks  support  for  Haitian  refugees 


results  of  information  gathering 
and  global  surveillance  are  used; 

■  Educating  congregations  on 
issues  created  by  “high-tech”  in¬ 
formation  gathering  such  as  “spy 
satellites.” 

In  response  to  the  many  and 
often  bewildering  forms  of  infor¬ 
mation  made  possible  by  modem 
technology,  several  speakers  of¬ 
fered  theological  clues  for  finding 
meaning  in  today’s  “information 
explosion.” 

Carlos  A.  Valle,  chief  executive 
of  the  London-based  World  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  Christian  Communica¬ 
tion,  pointed  out  that  “God  is  a 
communicating  God”  whose  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  bring  about  change. 

“In  a  particular  historical  situ¬ 
ation  God’s  communication  is 
never  confirmation  and  sanction 
of  an  established  social  struc¬ 
ture,”  Dr.  Valle  said. 

Rather,  he  stated,  "God’s  com¬ 
munication  is  always  a  critical 
word  that  intends  to  produce 
change  in  society.” 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

From  November  to  May,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  resettled  529  Haitian  ref¬ 
ugees  with  relatives  in  the  United 
States,  mostly  in  south  Florida. 

But  financial  support  for  the 
agency’s  efforts  is  lagging. 

Donations  to  Advance  Special 
No.  901175-4 — started  in  January 
to  provide  emergency  funds  to  as¬ 
sist  the  refugees — have  totaled  less 
than  $5,000,  according  to  Lilia  Fer¬ 
nandez.  UMCOR’s  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  refugee  concerns. 

In  addition  to  asking  for  dona¬ 
tions,  UMCOR  is  asking  United 
Methodists  to  act,  as  advocates  for 
Haitian  refugees  by  sending  letters 
to  President  Bush  and  urging  the 
U.S.  attorney  general  to  grant  Tem¬ 
porary  Protected  Status  to  Haitians. 
This  would  allow  them  to  remain  in 
the  United  States  until  it  is  safe  to 


SILK  SCREENED 
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return  home. 

By  June  2,  the  United  States  had 
intercepted  more  than  35,000  Hai¬ 
tians  at  sea  since  last  fall’s  violent 
coup  in  the  Caribbean  nation. 

Of  those,  15,000  have  been  sent 
back  to  Haiti,  about  10,000  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  United  States  to  apply  for 
political  asylum,  and  the  rest  held 
at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba. 

While  Ms.  Fernandez  agrees  that 
“something  must  be  done  (in  Haiti) 
to  resolve  democracy  and  a  sense  of 
security  for  people  with  various  po¬ 
litical  views,”  she  does  not  support 
the  Bush  administration’s  conten¬ 
tion  that  most  fleeing  Haitians  are 
economic  refugees. 

Haitians  have  lived  for  years  in 


poverty,  she  argued. 

The  motivation  Ms.  Fernandez 
says  she  is  hearing  from  refugees 
has  to  do  with  a  basic  fear  of  indis¬ 
criminate  killings  on  the  island. 

Refugees  who  receive  temporary 
permission  to  stay  in  the  United 
States  may  also  face  poverty. 

“I  have  visited  many  of  our  cases,” 
Ms.  Fernandez  said,  in  which  “10 
people  (are)  living  in  a  two-bedroom 
apartment  ...  12  people  living  in  a 
three-bedroom  apartment  in  public 
housing.  They  share  everything." 

Church  World  Service,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’  relief 
agency  and  UMCOR’s  ecumenical 
partner,  and  the  U.S.  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference  contracted  with  the  U.S. 


government  to  provide  resettlement 
services  for  Haitians  coming  from 
the  Guantanamo  Bay  refugee  camp. 

The  U.S.  government  provides  a 
one-time  $175  grant  for  each  refugee 
toward  meeting  needs  of  housing, 
education,  employment  and  legal  as¬ 
sistance  for  immigration  services,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Fernandez. 

UMCOR  also  is  looking  for 
churches  to  sponsor  some  of  the  ap¬ 
proximately  200  refugees  who  have 
no  relatives  in  the  United  States. 

Ms.  Fernandez  cautioned  that 
this  responsibility  includes  hiring 
an  immigration  lawyer  to  help  refu¬ 
gees  apply  for  political  asylum  be¬ 
fore  the  government’s  90-day  work 
authorization  expires. 
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Mission  home  is  pilot 
site  for  deaf  program 

SAN  ANTONIO— An  instructor 
teaches  cooking  skills  to  a  hear¬ 
ing-impaired  client  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Home's  new 
program.  The  home  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  from  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Education  to  be  one 
of  two  pilot  sites  for  an  indepen¬ 
dent  learning  curriculum  for 
hearing-impaired  people.  The 
new  service  enables  deaf  clients 
who  have  successfuly  completed 
job  training  at  the  home  and 
who  have  found  full-time  em¬ 
ployment  to  move  to  a  commu¬ 
nity-based  apartment  complex. 

METHODIST  MISSION  HOME  PHOTO 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  Min¬ 
istries.  Dynamic  United  Methodist  Church  in 
historic  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  1850  members 
with  multiple  staff  salary  $25,000+  and  health/ 
pension  benefits.  Master’s  degree  and  experience 
preferable.  Send  letter  of  application,  resume, 
and  three  references  (including  addresses  and 

EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  POSITION  AVAIL¬ 
ABLE  focusing  on  children  and  youth  in  evan¬ 
gelical  church.  Write  for  job  description:  Rev. 
Johnny  Robertson,  Central  UMC,  Box  170,  Dal- 
hart,  TX  79022. 

telephone  numbers)  to:  Program  Director  Search 
Committee,  Williamsburg  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  BB,  Williamsburg.  VA  23187. 
Application  deadline  August  15,  1992.  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity  Employer. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  Congregational 
Care.  Full-time  position.  Diaconal  experience  de¬ 
sired.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  350,  Weatherford,  OK  73096. 

THE  CONFERENCE  CLAIMANTS’  Endow¬ 

ment  Board  seeks  Executive  Secretary  (extensive 
business  experience  required).  Resumes  by  Au¬ 
gust  7,  1992  to:  The  Search^ Committee,  do  The 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  area  needs 
part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  available  now.  Experience  in 
youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits 
package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Parker 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1287, 
Parker,  CO  80134. 

CA  94612.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  800-member  church  look¬ 

ing  for  active,  spirit-filled  person  for  rapidly 
growing  youth  ministry.  Forward  resume  to:  Bar¬ 
rett  Renfro.  St.  Mark  UMC,  301  W.  Pecan,  Mc¬ 
Allen.  TX  78501.(512)682-1481. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 
age  seasonal  worship  attendance  1,000  plus.  Or¬ 
ganist  position  also  available.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902,(813)  332-1  152. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  (FULL-TIME).  First 

United  Methodist  Church  (1300  members).  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Rev.  Roger  Hilton, 
101  East  First  North  Street,  Morristown,  TN 
37814. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Henderson  Settle¬ 
ment,  a  mission  agency  related  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  Red  Bird  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  Frakes,  KY.  Send  resume  to: 
Allen  Lewis,  P.O.  Box  6,  Pineville,  KY  40977- 
0006.  Deadline:  September  1,  1992. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION:  Full-time  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  wanted  for  strong 
youth  program  in  1300-member  growing  church 
located  in  university  community,  county-scat 
town  between  San  Antonio  and  Austin.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume/references  to:  Rev.  Bill 
Henderson,  129  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos.  TX 
78666. 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND_ Administra- 

the  United  Methodist  Church.  Will  be  further  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  merger  of  the  South  Dakota  and 
North  Dakota  Conferences.  Job  description  and 
salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  application  and 
resume  to:  Robert  Kistler,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Elk 
Point,  SD  57025.  Closing  date:  July  25,  1992. 

SING  YOUR  FAVORITE  HYMNS  at  home  or 

in  small  groups!  Instrumental  accompaniment  for 

90  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano 
or  organ  accompaniment.  Word  book  included. 
Makes  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800- 
728-0573. 

Phone  (712)  25 1-21 26.  EOE. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth,  Singles,  Young  Adults  (clergy,  lay  or  diac¬ 
onal).  Part-time  position  in  new,  growing,  multi¬ 
cultural,  multi-racial  congregation  in  New 
Orleans  East.  Experienced,  open  minded,  self¬ 
starter  needed.  Send  resume:  Rev.  Tom  Howe, 

2J/i"  X  37/»"  X  .015"  laminated  tags  with  clips  or 
pins,  United  Methodist  or  custom  logo.  $1.60 
each  (minimum  10)  plus  $5.00  shipping/handling 
per  order.  Information  and  sample  from  Jan 
Decker,  Box  9600.  Longwood,  FL  32752,  (407) 
332-1085. 

Cornerstone  UMC,  5276  Bullard  Ave.,  New  Or¬ 
leans.  LA  70128. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165.  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Wayncsville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

YOUTH  PASTOR.  365-member  evangelical 
church  with  expanding  ministries  seeking  candi¬ 
date  for  new  position  of  Youth  Pastor.  Full-time 
salaried  position.  Prefer  minimum  of  3  years  ex- 

perience  and  degree  in  Christian  or  youth  minis¬ 
try.  Applicant  should  have  interest  in  long-term 
commitmcnt/vision  in  youth  ministry.  Please  re¬ 
spond  with  resume:  Church  of  the  Cross  UM, 
1806  Cass  Rd  ,  Toledo,  OH  43614. 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Wyoming 
Conference  (Albany  Area),  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Primary  responsibility  in  the  areas  of 
planning;  program  implementation  with  local 
churches  and  district  councils;  leadership  devel¬ 
opment  and  training;  cooperative  parish  minis¬ 
try;  promotion  of  quadrennial  conference 
emphasis.  Bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Good  written  and  verbal  skills. 
Understanding  of  UMC  structure  helpful.  Minor¬ 
ities  and  women  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Council  Director. 
Wyoming  Conference  Center,  3  Orchard  Road, 
Binghamton,  NY  13905.  Application  deadline: 
September  1  1992. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  part-time  for 
growing  300-membcr  church.  Resume/salary  re¬ 
quirements  to  Ranck’s  UMC,  700  Ranck  Road, 
New  Holland,  PA  17557,  Attn:  T.  Marks. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 
15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation. 
(817)458-4844. 

Don't  Look  To 
The  Government 
For  True  Values 

Rev.  James  E.  Poole 
Superintendent 
Ruston  District 

As  the  summer  heats  up,  so  it  seems  do  the  candidates 
for  the  presidency  of  the  USA. 

A  key  word  we  hear  in  the  speeches  is  “values.”  Every¬ 
one  seems  to  be  “for”  values.  But  no  one  wants  to  tell  us  (1) 
what  those  values  are  or  (2)  where  you  get  values  today. 


si 
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Here  is  where  the  church  and  our  faith  in  God  enters. 
“Value”  is  what  Christianity,  the  Bible  and  your  church 
are  teaching,  upholding  and  presenting  to  the  world. 


Faith  in  God,  as  revealed  in  Jesus,  gives  us  the  guidelines  as  to  what  is  of 
value  and  how  we  receive  and  give  this  value.  Kierkegaard  compared  the  world 
to  a  store  in  which  someone  had  entered  and  changed  the  price  tags  on  all  of 
the  articles.  As  I  saw  on  a  church  sign,  “If  money  can  buy  it,  it  probably  is  not 
worth  it.” 


No  matter  who  is  elected,  “values”  won’t  come  from  the  next  president.  Con¬ 
gress  or  Supreme  Court. 

To  find  true  value  you  and  I  have  to  know  within  our  hearts  and  lives  what  is 
“valuable.”  As  followers  of  Christ  we  believe  God  directs  us  to  “values” 
through  our  day  to  day,  Sunday  to  Sunday  exposure  to  Scripture,  the  Church 
and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

We  do  not  have  to  be  great  theologians  to  know  and  practice  this.  Paul  Har¬ 
vey  recently  reminded  us,  “Capitalism  without  God  is  no  better  than  Commu¬ 
nism.”  The  land  which  had  produced  Bach,  Beethoven  and  Brahms  also 
produced  Auschwitz,  Dachau  and  Buchenwald. 

Values  are  precious.  Life  now,  life  eternal  are  impossible  without  true  values. 

By  all  means  prepare  to  vote  this  November.  But  for  values,  see  you  in 
Church  Sunday  and  Monday,  Tuesday  . . . 


Dwight  Ramsey  Takes 
New  Position  to  Form 
UM  Churches  in  Russia 


Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport,  will  have  plen¬ 
ty  of  room  for  church  extension  when 
he  begins  his  new  position  as  Director 
of  Church  Development  in  Russia  and 
the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States.  He  has  managed  to  organize 
three  churches  over  there  while  still 
serving  a  Louisiana  Conference  church. 

Now  he  will  be  devoting  all  his  time 
to  expansion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  former  Soviet  Uniop. 
“I’m  very  excited  and  happy,”  he  said. 
“I’ve  been  involved  in  the  last  two  years  • 
with  something  that  has  been  a  dream 
of  mine  for  25  years.  More  and  more 
I’m  drawn  to  the  people. 

“I’ve  always  been  interested  in  Russia 
because  it  seemed  like  a  challenge,” 
Ramsey  continued.  “It  was  a  system 
that  loved  atheism,  a  system  that  op¬ 
posed  religion  and  God.  I  wanted  to  be 
able  to  go  there  and  proclaim  God’s 
love.” 

He  said  the  new  project  came  about 
as  a  joint  effort  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
World  Methodist  Council  and  pastors 
of  five  of  the  largest  UM  churches  in 
the  United  States.  They  are  First,  Hous¬ 
ton;  Christ,  Memphis;  First,  Tulsa;  Fra¬ 
zer  Memorial,  Montgomery,  Ala.;  and 
Christ,  Fort  Lauderdale. 

The  ministers  and  a  layperson  from 
each  of  those  churches,  along  with  a  lay 
person  from  Broadmoor,  Shreveport, 


will  make  up  a  board  of  directors  for  the 
missionary  effort. 

Though  the  church,  led  by  Broad¬ 
moor  and  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
has  been  involved  in  the  Russian  Initia¬ 
tive,  this  will  be  a  new  venture  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  addition  to  the  churches  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg 
which  he  helped  to  organize,  Ramsey 
will  be  organizing  churches  throughout 
this  huge  country  and  matching  them 
with  sister  churches  in  America.  Ekate- 
Tintrarg  UMC  has  980  members  but 
Ramsey  said  it  and  the  other  two  Rus¬ 
sian  UMC  congregations  are  “just  baby 
churches  that  still  need  lots  of  atten¬ 
tion.” 

He  said  he  announced  to  his  congre¬ 
gation  his  plans  to  leave  as  pastor  and 
take  the  new  position  on  Sept.  1 . 

His  church  members  were  happy  for 
him  and  the  church  as  a  whole.  He  has 
learned  some  Russian  because  classes 
have  been  taught  in  Broadmoor.  “It’s 
very  difficult  to  learn,”  he  said.  “Many 
of  the  Russians  know  English.  They 
take  it  beginning  in  first  grade.” 

Ramsey  said  he  and  his  family  may 
continue  to  make  their  home  in  Shreve¬ 
port  but  that  decision  is  still  in  the  pro¬ 
cess. 

Bishop  William  Oden  said,  “Dwight 
Ramsey  has  led  the  entire  UMC  in  the 
ministry  to  the  Soviet  Union.  He  goes 
with  the  support  and  blessings  of  all 
Louisiana  United  Methodists.” 


Faith  UMC  Shines  Light 


Faith  UMC  has 
one  large  building 
located  in  a  pover¬ 
ty  area  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  The  minister, 
the  Rev.  Willie 
Jackson,  said,  “In 
the  community 
around  the  church, 
we  have  high  un¬ 
employment,  drug 
Rev.  Willie  lackson  trafficking,  a  high 
pregnancy  rate,  high  school  drop-outs, 
one-parent  families  and  people  on  wel¬ 
fare. 

“We  want  to  be  that  light  that  shines 
in  the  midst  of  all  this  confusion,”  he 
added,  “to  offer  Christ  in  a  real  way.” 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Faith  Co¬ 
operative  Ministry,  Faith  operates  a 
food  distribution  center  and  clothes 
closet,  offers  tutoring,  a  drug  awareness 
program,  employment  counseling  and 
Scout  troops. 


Cooperative  Ministry  participants  are 
Broadmoor,  Christ,  St.  Luke’s  and  El- 
lerbe  Road  UM  churches  in  Shreveport. 

About  one-fourth  of  Faith’s  members 
live  in  the  community. 

Organized  in  June  of  1989,  the 
church  has  195  members  and  an  aver¬ 
age  worship  attendance  of  1 10.  In  Sun¬ 
day  school  the  average  is  35-40.  VBS 
was  held  from  6  to  8  p.m.  because  the 
teachers  work  during  the  day.  About  70- 
100  from  the  community  attended  and 
now  they’re  forming  a  choir  from  the 
group. 

The  church  has  grants  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  open 
a  day  care  center. 

From  the  district  the  church  received 
$50,000  for  renovations  of  the  building 
they  share  with  Cedar  Grove  UMC. 
The  Conference  helps  with  salaries. 
Faith  is  designated  as  a  1993  recipient 
of  1000  Club  donations. 


Extension  Board  Vital 


New  and  reorganized  or  revitalized 
congregations  are  an  important  aspect 
of  Louisiana  Conference  Church  Ex¬ 
pansion.  The  UMC  is  expanding 
throughout  the  state  with  about  a  dozen 
congregations  feeling  this  growth  and 
getting  special  assistance. 

Other  programs  —  missions,  urban 
and  campus  ministries  also  benefit 
from  the  Church  Extension  funds. 

Dr.  Donald  Cottrill,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  directs  Church  Expansion  in  the 
Conference.  These  projects  are  also  of 
special  interest  of  Bishop  William  Oden 
who  sees  the  importance  of  expanding 


in  Louisiana. 

Conference  Board  of  Church  Exten¬ 
sion  members  are  Terrence  S.  August, 
Weldon  Bares,  L.  Ray  Branton,  Gregory 
Davis,  Robert  Deich,  John  D.V.  Hamilton 
Jr.,  John  M.  Lee,  J.  Thomas  Logan,  Dar¬ 
lene  Moore-James,  M.  Jack  O’Dell, 
Joseph  Rountree,  Walter  Brock,  Adona 
Cain,  John  Clark,  Charles  Granstaff,  Ja¬ 
mie  Grubbs,  Hansford  Hair,  Leon  Holts 
Jr.,  John  Porter,  Kenyatta  Shamblin,  Ann 
Sutton,  Charles  Teamer,  Eva  D.  Under¬ 
wood,  Joanne  White,  William  Peeples, 
Cecil  Bland,  president  of  the  Bob  Lay  Me¬ 
morial  1000  Club  and  Nancy  Carruth, 
treasurer,  and  Dr.  Cottrill. 
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Dr.  Al  Norris  Elected  Bishop  on  First  Ballot 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  new  bishop  in  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  is  pictured, 
LEFT,  as  he  talked  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and,  LOWER  RIGHT,  as 
he  took  notes  at  the  Shreveport  meeting.  At  RIGHT,  ABOVE,  are  Norris 
and  wife,  Mackie  Lyvonne,  and  BELOW  LEFT,  is  Norris  with  Louisiana  col¬ 
leagues. 


Mission  Center,  Grambling 
Urban  Ministries  Helped  by  Funds 


Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  nominee  for  a  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  was  elected 
on  the  first  ballot  at  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  meeting  in 
Fort  Worth  July  14.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  32  years  that  a  bishop  has  been 
elected  on  the  first  ballot  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Louisiana  Conference  had  given  Bish¬ 
op  Norris  its  endorsement  at  the  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  in  June. 

Six  bishops  were  elected  to  serve  in 
the  jurisdiction  which  encompasses 
eight  states  including  Louisiana  and  1 1 
episcopal  areas. 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Norris,  those  elect¬ 
ed  were:  The  Rev.  Joe  A.  Wilson  and 
the  Rev.  Ann  Sherer,  both  of  the  Texas 
Conference;  the  Rev.  Fritz  Mutti,  Mis¬ 
souri  West  Conference;  the  Rev.  Ray¬ 
mond  H.  Owen,  Oklahoma  Conference, 
and  the  Rev.  Joel  N.  Martinez,  Rio 
Grande  Conference. 

Wilson  was  elected  on  the  third  bal¬ 
lot,  Sherer  on  the  seventh  and  Mutti, 
Owen  and  Martinez  on  the  ninth  fol¬ 
lowing  the  withdrawal  of  several  en¬ 
dorsed  nominees  for  bishop. 

This  conference  proved  to  be  a  historic 
one  because  of  its  election  of  a  woman 
and  a  Hispanic  as  bishops,  a  first  for 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  though  not  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  whole. 

Sherer  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  G. 
Sherer,  archivist  at  Tulane  University  and 
a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History. 

Bishop  Norris  is  president  of  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta. 


Bom  in  Bogalusa,  he  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.H.P.  Norris. 

Dr.  Norris  and  his  wife,  Mackie,  have 
two  children  and  a  grandchild. 

Bishop  William  Oden  commented, 
“Marilyn  and  I  are  thrilled  to  have 
Mackie  and  Alfred  as  part  of  the  episco¬ 
pal  family.  Alfred  will  make  a  great 
bishop  and  Louisiana  can  justifiably  be 
proud  of  his  election.” 

Bishop  Oden  was  returned  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  to  serve  for  the 
next  quadrennium. 

Norris  was  assigned  to  the  Northwest 
Texas-New  Mexico  Area  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Albuquerque.  Other  new 
bishop  assignments  are:  Sherer,  Missou¬ 
ri  Area;  Wilson,  Fort  Worth  Area;  Mar¬ 
tinez,  Nebraska  Area;  Mutti,  Kansas 
Area,  and  Owen,  San  Antonio  Area. 

Bishop  Woodrow  Hearn  was  reas¬ 
signed  from  the  Nebraska  Area  to  the 
Houston  Area  where  retiring  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  served. 

Norris  said  he  will  encourage  local 
churches  to  be  driven  by  vision  and 
spirituality,  and  to  engage  in  intensive 
Bible  study. 

“I’m  not  one  of  those  who  believe  the 
preacher  is  the  only  theologian  in  the 
congregation,”  he  said.  “Pastors  need  to 
understand  that  laity  should  be  taught, 
motivated  and  encouraged  to  be  spiritu¬ 
al  leaders.” 

Norris  applauded  the  church  for  its 
strides  in  racial  and  gender  inclusive¬ 
ness,  and  said  he  will  challenge  further 
diversity  in  making  cross-racial  clergy 
appointments  in  pursuit  of  “open  itin¬ 
eracy”  in  the  denomination. 


Church  Extension  has  been  responsible  not  only  for  local  church  development, 
but  also  for  assisting  in  a  limited  way  in  the  development  or  redevelopment  of  min¬ 
istries  beyond  the  local  church. 

Three  spchj^jjjstries  have  been  a  part  of  the  1988-92  quadrennial  program. 

-  -  Istrouma  Mission  Center 

Serving  a  number  of  people  and  agencies  in  north  Baton  Rouge  with  the  help  of 
Church  Extension  funds  is  the  Istrouma  Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission  Center 
(formerly  the  Istrouma  UM  Church). 

Since  1990,  the  center  has  been  a  focal  point  for  district  outreach  through  an 
emergency  assistance  program,  food  bank,  clothing  closet  and  an  evening  tutorial 
program. 

As  the  site  for  an  after-school  program  and  summer  camp  for  community  chil¬ 
dren,  Louisiana  CrossLines  and  the  Federation  of  Churches,  Istrouma  Center  pro¬ 
vides  office  space,  volunteers  and  other  support  to  a  variety  of  mission  efforts. 

In  addition  to  the  support  from  Conference  Church  Extension,  funds  and  sup¬ 
plies  also  come  from  district  churches,  partnerships.  Support  Action  Ministry 
(SAM),  Conference  Youth  Service  Fund  and  fees  for  facility  use. 

New  Orleans  Urban 

After  three  years  of  intense  study,  the  New  Orleans  District  has  elected  its  36- 
member  Board  of  Urban  Ministries.  This  new  ministry  is  funded  by  a  four-year 
grant  and  matching  grant  from  the  Louisiana  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
New  Orleans  District.  The  ministry  also  receives  funds  from  an  investment. 

Since  it  was  decided  that  this  program  will  be  administered  by  a  board  and  not 
by  a  paid  staff,  the  funding  will  be  used  in  the  development  of  ministries. 

During  the  next  four  years,  the  Board  will  guide  the  New  Orleans  District  in  the 
development  of  neighborhood  ministries. 

Since  the  early  1980’s,  Methodism  in  New  Orleans  has  suffered  from  an  area¬ 
wide  economic  downturn.  As  a  result,  many  of  the  churches  have  lost  members,  in¬ 
come  and  vision  for  ministry. 

The  new  Board  plans  to  help  local  churches  rediscover  their  sense  of  ministry 
and  mission  to  their  neighborhoods.  Through  a  process  that  local  churches  will 
covenant  to  participate  in,  new  ministries  will  be  established. 

Grambling  Campus  Ministry 

The  campus  ministry  at  Grambling  State  University  is  not  new,  but  the  Confer¬ 
ence’s  commitment  to  this  ministry  has  been  renewed. 

This  ecumenical  ministry,  under  the  direction  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  has  been  refocused  and  a  stronger  support  base  has  been 
instituted. 

Possible  future  plans  include  expansion  of  this  ministry,  construction  of  a  new 
center  building  and  the  prospects  of  a  local  UM  church  for  Grambling  being  devel¬ 
oped  as  a  part  of  this  ministry. 


Drawing  of  Northwood's  proposed  new  building. 


New  Asbury  UMC  structure  in  Bossier  City. 


Asbury  UMC  Sees  Growth 


Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun 


Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City,  has  a  new 
$860,000  church  building  constructed 
on  a  $240,000  piece  of  land  provided  by 
the  Conference,  reports  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun. 

Incorporating  some  members  from 


the  former  St.  Stephen’s  UMC,  the 
church  now  has  a  total  membership  of 
413  and  an  average  attendance  of  260. 
In  the  Sunday  school,  about  190  attend 
regularly  —  75  children;  40  youths,  and 
1 10  adults. 

The  1000  Club  gave  $75,000  to  the 
church.  The  congregation  rented  space 
for  services  at  Bossier  Parish  Commu¬ 
nity  College,  at  a  reduced  rate,  for  2Vi 
years,  until  their  new  building  was 
ready. 

The  church  membership  incorporates 
an  active  outreach  ministries  program 
of  mission  trips,  service  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  several  support  groups  includ¬ 
ing  one  for  parents  with  children  (many 
of  whom  have  no  extended  family  near¬ 
by).  Many  new  members  have  entered 
through  these  and  other  ministries,  es¬ 
pecially  important  has  been  the  minis¬ 
try  of  invitation  from  church  members 
to  their  friends  and  family. 


Mount  Zion  in  Calhoun  Looks  to  Future 


Thinking  of  a  new  generation,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Calhoun  UMC  have  reached  out 
and  helped  to  form  a  new  church  in  a 
location  that  has  more  chance  of  grow¬ 
ing  and  serving  suburbanites.  Studies 
show  the  church  is  forming  just  ahead 
of  the  projected  area  growth. 

“It  is  difficult  to  re-grow  an  older 
church,  but  Calhoun  members  nave 
caught  the  vision  of  starting  a  new  church 
and  letting  go  of  the  old,”  the  Rev.  Martin 
W.  Corie.  pastor  of  the  new  Mount  Zion 
UMC  of  Calhoun,  said. 

Construction  has  started  on  a  new 
$237,000  structure.  The  4,600-square 
foot  building  will  house  worship/educa¬ 
tion/office  and  fellowship.  The  church 
has  $120,000  in  a  building  fund. 

Lou  Annie  Richardson  Boothe  gave 
land  600  yards  east  of  1-20  and  facing 


US  80  near  Calhoun.  Her  parents,  who 
are  buried  in  Mount  Zion  Cemetery  not 
far  from  the  new  location,  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  Mount  Zion  UMC  organized 
about  1 00  years  ago  but  no  longer  in  ex¬ 
istence.  “  A  stipulation  was  that  the  new 
church  be  named  Mount  Zion,  as  a  re¬ 
turn  to  that  root,”  the  minister  said, 
“and  for  others  it  is  also  named  for  the 
Biblical  Mount  Zion,  dwelling  place  of 
God.” 

The  church  hopes  to  appeal  to  young 
families  and  unchurched  persons  in  the 
area.  “We’ve  had  all  kinds  of  commit¬ 
ments  from  people  who  have  said, 
‘When  you  get  the  new  church  we’ll  be 
there,’  ”  Corie  said. 

The  Conference  provides  pastoral 
support  and  two  years  ago  the  church  re¬ 
ceived  some  funds  from  the  1000  Club. 


Northwood  To  Build 


“Few  people  have  experienced  the  ex¬ 
citement  known  by  founding  members 
of  a  new  church.  ...  we  have  seen  our 
program  expand  in  many  areas,  reach¬ 
ing  new  people  with  new  ministries,” 
Charles  and  Jeanne  Granstaff.  building 
fund  campaign  directors  at  Northwood 
UMC,  Lafayette,  said.”  Our  growth  will 
be  limited  however  until  we  provide 
permanent  facilities  for  our  church  fam¬ 
ily." 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich,  pastor  of 
Northwood,  said  $140,000  was  pledged 
by  members.  This  fall  the  congregation 
will  break  ground  for  a  half  million  dol¬ 
lar  structure.  The  Conference  provided 
five  acres  of  land  worth  $225,000  at 


Moss  Street  and  Gloria  Switch  Road. 
This  site  was  chosen  for  its  growth  po¬ 
tential.  The  church  received  $75,000 
from  the  1000  Club  and  $8,000  from 
the  district. 

There  are  126  members  who  have 
been  meeting  since  Easter  of  1991  in 
Evangeline  Elementary  School.  Average 
Sunday  school  attendance  is  about  45. 

In  addition  to  worship  services  and 
Sunday  school,  the  church  has  Disciple 
Bible  studies,  UMYF,  UMW,  UMM, 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  fellowship 
events  such  as  barbecues. 

“We  build  not  only  for  ourselves  to¬ 
day,”  Deich  said,  “but  for  all  who  fol¬ 
low  us  tomorrow  at  Northwood.” 


Genesis  Offers  Renewal 


Rev.  Mary  Baugh 


The  slogan  for 
Genesis  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  is  “a 
place  of  new  begin¬ 
nings.”  Most  of  the 
|  members  have 
*  been  in  churches 
someplace  before. 
At  Genesis,  they 
are  given  opportu¬ 
nities  to  decide 
whether  to  come 


back  into  the  church,  the  Rev.  Mary  S. 
Baugh,  pastor  explained. 

Special  Sunday  events  are:  First  Sun¬ 
day,  breakfast;  Third  Sunday.  Bring-a- 
Friend  worship  after  which  a  meal  or 
reception  is  held  to  welcome  visitors,  and 


Fourth  Sunday,  birthday  celebrations. 

The  church  has  a  membership  of  40 
and  attendance  at  worship  services 
range  from  10  to  50. 

A  Wednesday  evening  program  has 
been  revitalized  by  Baugh  who  teaches  a 
Bible  study  for  adults.  A  Young  People’s 
Fellowship  (held  at  the  same  time)  offers 
Bible  study,  arts  and  crafts  and  discus¬ 
sions  of  movies  and  other  subjects. 

Baugh  said  the  church  is  made  up  of 
“infants  to  80  year  olds,  largely  blacks  but 
also  some  whites.”  Members  range  from 
those  who  have  not  studied  the  Scriptures 
to  those  who  have  attended  seminary. 

Salary  and  maintenance  have  been 
paid  by  the  Conference  which  now  pays 
three-quarters  of  the  salary. 
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Where  is  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 


Halisa  E.  Whitney 
(Peninsula-Delaware): 

"The  Holy  Spirit  has  been  all 
around  us,  particularly  our 
prayers  before  each  ballot  and 
in  the  debate  over  the  make  up 
of  the  Boston  Area.  We'd  fallen 
on  our  faces.  But  the  Spirit 
helped  us  get  up  and  go  on.” 


Sharon  A.  B.  Christopher 
(Minnesota  Area): 

"I  discern  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
the  listening,  watching  and 
weighing  up  of  each  nominee.  I 
see  that  happen  especially  as 
delegates  address  the  larger 
question  of  'what  do  we  need 
to  do  as  a  whole?’  " 


Roosevelt  Dell 
(Florida): 

"This  conference  was  guided 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  because  we 
had  to  learn  to  compromise.  We 
would  not  have  elected  a  black 
bishop  in  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  if  the  Holy  Spirit  had 
not  entered  into  the  process." 


William  Smith 
(Oklahoma): 

"The  Holy  Spirit  is  present  in 
caucuses,  in  interviews,  in  all 
that  we  do.  I  think  God  guides 
through  the  wisdom  of  the 
fellow  delegates  as  well  as 
through  prayer." 
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Oklahomans  Tal  Oden  and  Judy  Benson  pore  over  candidates' 
lists  before  voting  for  United  Methodist  bishops. 


elections 


(California-Pacific): 

"I  see  the  Holy  Spirit  working 
in  the  way  people  are  being 
perceptive,  not  to  vote  without 
serious  consideration.  It’s  when 
we  forget  to  allow  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  work  through  us  that 
we  get  into  trouble." 


South  Central  sets  hot  pace,  elects  six  bishops  in 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— A  Fort 
Worth  fire  marshal,  apparently  hot 
as  a  pistol  in  the  Texas  heat. 


spurred  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  into  a  record-breaking  perfor¬ 
mance  July  14. 

Facing  the  marshal’s  threat  to 
evacuate  the  overcrowded  hotel 
ballroom  meeting  place,  the  378 


delegates  summoned  up  “a  sweet, 
sweet  spirit”  and  elected: 

■  The  greatest-ever  number  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  in  one 
day:  6. 

■  The  most  bishops  in  the  fewest 
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ballots:  6  bishops  in  9  ballots,  or  a 
ratio  of  1  to  1  'h. 

■  The  church’s  most  racially  in¬ 
clusive  group  of  new  bishops:  One 
black  man,  one  white  woman,  one 
Hispanic  man  and  three  white  men. 

■  The  first  woman  bishop  in 
what  was  a  major  part  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

■  The  same  territory’s  first  His¬ 
panic  bishop  and  only  the  second  in 
United  Methodist  history. 

Withdrawals  clear  path 

A  spate  of  withdrawals — four 
within  five  minutes,  a  fifth  one 
minutes  later — cleared  the  path  to 
the  record-tying  three  elections  on 
the  final  ballot. 

In  the  name  of  inclusiveness — a 
major  rallying  cry  for  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion — first  one  and  then  another 
graciously  withdrew  from  consider¬ 
ation  and  asked  delegates  to  vote 
for  other  candidates. 

Mkny  observers  credited  the  day¬ 
long  accelerated  election  pace  to  the 
past  year’s  getting-to-know-you  pro¬ 
cess  between  candidates  and  voting 
delegates. 

Each  major  candidate  had  been 
interviewed  in  person  by  delega¬ 
tions  from  each  of  the  jurisdiction’s 
annual  conferences. 

Barely  an  hour  after  its  8:30  a.m. 
convening,  the  conference  took  its 
first  ballot.  One  hour  later  the  result 
was  announced:  Election  of  the 
Rev.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  54,  president 
of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
in  Atlanta,  with  227  votes,  three 
more  than  the  224  (60  percent  of 
the  378  cast)  needed  for  election. 

About  1 1  hours  later,  at  9:50 
p.m.,  it  was  all  over.  At  that  point 
only  two  of  the  church’s  four  other 


jurisdictional  conferences  had  elect¬ 
ed  one  each  (see  related  stories  on 
these  pages). 

Mr.  Norris  is  the  first  African- 
American  elected  in  South  Central 
since  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  in 
1980.  Each  at  the  time  of  election 
was  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Finishing  second  behind  Mr. 
Norris  on  the  first  ballot  was  the 
Rev.  Joe  A.  Wilson,  54,  pastor  of 
Marvin  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tyler,  Texas.  He  topped  the  sec¬ 
ond  ballot,  only  four  votes  short  ot 
the  222  needed  for  election,  and 
soared  in  on  the  third  ballot  with 
249  votes — a  1992-best  24  votes 
more  than  needed. 

Upward  movement 

During  the  next  five  hours — in¬ 
cluding  a  barbecue  dinner  break — 
three  ballots  yielded  primarily  up¬ 
ward  movement  for  two  people 
eventually  elected. 

First,  at  7:25  p.m.,  was  the  Rev. 
Ann  B.  Sherer,  49,  pastor  of  West- 
bury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston.  Her  climb  from  seventh 
best  on  the  first  ballot  to  election  on 
the  seventh  ballot  with  234  votes — 
1 0  more  than  needed — was  the  most 
dramatic  among  the  six  elected. 

Her  election  also  affirmed  the 
conference’s  willingness  to  elect  two 
from  the  same  conference — Mr. 
Wilson  is  the  other  from  the  Texas 
conference — and  the  jurisdiction's 
determination  to  model  inclusivity 
for  the  entire  church  by  electing  at 
least  one  of  two  front-running  wom¬ 
en  candidates. 

After  the  eighth  ballot  produced  no 
elections,  four  candidates — none 
within  100  votes  of  election — with- 


one  day 

drew  within  five  minutes.  They  were 
the  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  (Nebraska 
conference),  the  Rev.  Janice  Riggle 
Huie  (Southwest  Texas  conference), 
the  Rev.  David  Wilson  (Little  Rock 
conference)  and  the  Rev.  Jean  Scott 
(Missouri  East  Conference). 

'Sweet,  sweet  spirit' 

At  the  suggestion  of  presiding 
Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt,  the 
house  affirmed,  in  song,  “There’s  a 
sweet,  sweet  spirit  in  this  place.” 

Following  a  withdrawal  speech  by 
the  Rev.  Frank  Dorsey  (Kansas  East 
conference),  a  final  caucusing  time 
among  the  delegations  and  the 
ninth  ballot,  at  9:40  p.m..  Bishop 
Schowengerdt  provoked  gasps, 
shouts  and  tumult  as  he  announced 
"there  are  three  elections.” 

The  house  broke  into  first  one, 
then  two  and  finally  three  separate 
celebrations  as  the  last  three  were 
announced  in  the  order  of  their  nu¬ 
merical  finish: 

The  Rev.  Fritz  Mutti,  54,  super¬ 
intendent,  Kansas  City  North  Dis¬ 
trict,  Missouri  East  conference,  247 
votes  with  224  needed  to  elect; 

The  Rev,  Ray  Owen,  60,  pastor, 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bartlesville,  Okla.,  240  votes; 

The  Rev.  Joel  N.  Martinez,  52, 
pastor,  Emmanu-El  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas,  230  votes.  He 
is  the  first  bishop  elected  from  the 
church’s  Rio  Grande  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

As  the  spontaneous  singing  of 
“This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  has 
made"  rose  over  the  celebratory 
din.  none  who  witnessed  this  histor¬ 
ic  12  hours  in  the  church’s  life 
could  reasonably  question  the 
song’s  claim. 


North  Central  needs  26  ballots  to  elect 
three  despite  electronic-aided  process 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ADRIAN,  Mich. — Technology 
and  the  Holy  Spirit’s  guidance 
helped  the  442  delegates  of  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  elect 
three  bishops  in  26  ballots  last  week 
at  United  Methodist-related  Adrian 
College. 

The  Rev.  Donald  A.  Ott,  53,  of 
Milwaukee,  Wise.;  the  Rev.  Charles 
W.  Jordan,  59,  of  Chicago,  and  the 
Rev.  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader, 
53,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  were 
elected  bishops  on  the  6th,  24th  and 
26th  ballots,  respectively. 

Bishop  Ott  was  elected  with  264 
votes — 13  over  the  251  minimum 
needed  to  elect  on  that  ballot.  Bish¬ 
op  Jordan  with  288  and  Bishop 
Rader  with  284  each  exceeded  the 
minimum  needed  to  elect  by  about 
20  votes.  The  60  percent  minimum 
changed  on  each  vote  according  to 
the  number  of  valid  ballots  cast. 

Lightning-fast  ballot  tabulation  was 
made  possible  by  an  electronic,  com¬ 


puterized  voting  system.  Totals  were 
received  in  as  little  as  2'h  minutes. 

Yet  even  as  North  Central  dele¬ 
gates  relied  on  little  black  keypads 
to  cast  their  ballots,  they  asked  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  guidance  in  choos¬ 
ing  for  whom  to  vote. 

Bishops  of  the  jurisdiction,  in  rota¬ 
tion,  led  the  gathering  in  responsive 
prayers  before  each  ballot.  Spontane¬ 
ous  hymn-singing  broke  out  later  in 
the  process  as  a  computer  printer 
whirred  out  the  tabulations. 

The  gathering  also  celebrated  the 
election  of  bishops  one  at  a  time 
with  a  litany  of  thanksgiving,  com¬ 
mending  the  new  episcopal  leaders 
and  their  spouses  to  God’s  care. 

Bishop  Ott’s  early  election  was 
followed  by  a  day  in  which  the  lead 
seesawed  between  Ms.  Rader  and 
Mr.  Jordan.  Mr.  Jordan  pulled 
ahead  on  the  15th  ballot  but 
couldn’t  gather  the  necessary  60 
percent  of  votes  for  election. 

That  evening,  however,  by  coinci¬ 


dence  of  schedule,  he  led  a  tribute 
to  Bishop  Edsel  Ammons,  who  is  re¬ 
tiring  along  with  Bishops  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  and  Rueben  P.  Job.  Mr. 
Jordan  was  elected  on  the  ballot  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  tribute. 

Bishop  Jordan  cited  Bishop  Am¬ 
mons,  whom  he  called  his  “big 
brother  in  Christ,”  and  retired  Bish¬ 
op  James  S.  Thomas  as  his  inspira¬ 
tion  in  ministry. 

Poignant  moment 

The  most  poignant  moment  of 
Bishop  Jordan’s  election  came 
when  he  was  welcomed  with  an 
enormous  hug  by  Bishop  William 
B.  Lewis. 

The  two  ran  neck-and-neck  in 
1988  balloting  until  Mr.  Jordan’s 
withdrawal  clinched  Bishop  Lewis' 
election. 

The  1  992  conference  was  the 
fifth,  dating  to  1976,  in  which  Bish¬ 
op  Jordan  received  votes. 

Ms.  Rader,  needing  only  15  or  so 
votes,  seemed  assured  of  election 
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when  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick  of 
Detroit  withdrew.  Mr.  Quick  is  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Detroit. 

His  withdrawal  speech  moved 
many  to  tears. 

“I  thank  you  for  treating  me  as  a 
brother  since  I  came  here  19  years 
ago,”  Mr,  Quick  said,  his  voice 
breaking.  He  began  his  ministry  in 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

“I  go  back  to  one  of  the  hardest 
places  in  America,  but  a  place 
where  the  cross  needs  to  be  lifted — 
and  there  I  will  lift  it  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ!” 

After  a  standing  ovation  for  Mr. 
Quick  and  for  the  Rev.  M.  Kent 
Millard  of  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  who 
also  withdrew,  delegates  immedi¬ 
ately  took  another  ballot. 

Hugs,  then  announcement 

Two  minutes  later,  when  presid¬ 
ing  Bishop  Hodapp  announced  that 
there  was  an  election,  tumultuous 
applause  erupted  as  supporters  en¬ 
gulfed  Ms.  Rader  in  hugs. 

“You’re  making  an  assumption, 
because  I  haven’t  even  announced 
the  ballot,"  Bishop  Hodapp  chided, 
smiling.  “But  your  assumption  is  cor¬ 
rect — Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman 
Rader  is  elected  with  284  votes.” 

Like  her  newest  colleague  in  the 
episcopacy,  Bishop  Rader  also  cited 
two  mentors  who  helped  her  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  call  to  the  office  of 
bishop:  the  late  Bishop  Marjorie  S. 
Matthews,  elected  in  1980  as  the 
first  United  Methodist  female  bish¬ 
op,  and  Bishop  Judith  Craig,  elect¬ 
ed  in  1 984  and  episcopal  leader  of 
the  West  Michigan  conference  from 
which  Bishop  Rader  came. 
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Chicago  Area 

R.  Sheldon  Duecker 

Dakotas  Area 

William  B.  Lewis 

Illinois  Area 

David  J.  Lawson 
Indiana  Area 
Woodie  W.  White 

Iowa  Area 

Charles  W.  Jordan 


Michigan  Area 

Donald  A.  Ott 
Minnesota  Area 

Sharon  A.  Brown  Christopher 

Ohio  East  Area 

Edwin  C.  Boulton 
Ohio  West  Area 
Judith  Craig 
Wisconsin  Area 

Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader 
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Southeastern  outlasts  struggles 
over  inclusiveness,  elects  four 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Was  the  wind  blowing  off  Lake  Jun- 
aluska  just  a  cool  summer  breeze  or 
the  cooling  touch  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
during  the  election  last  week  of  four 
United  Methodist  bishops  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction? 

Many  among  the  592  delegates  to 
the  region’s  July  14-18  quadrennial 
meeting  may  have  wondered  that  as 
they  gathered  at  historic  Lake  Juna- 
luska  United  Methodist  Assembly. 

No  matter  the  answer,  the  out¬ 
come  was  the  election  of: 

The  Rev.  Robert  E.  Fannin,  56, 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lakeland,  Fla. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Lee  Carder, 
51,  pastor  of  Church  Street  United 
Methodist  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

The  Rev.  William  Wesley  Morris, 
54,  pastor  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Gallatin,  Tenn. 

The  Rev.  Marshall  LeRoy  “Jack” 
Meadors,  59,  pastor  of  Buncombe 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Greenville,  S.C. 

Two  intensive  days'  balloting 

Balloting,  which  started  with 
some  23  candidates,  consumed  an 
intensive  two  days. 

Top  vote-getters  included  10  can¬ 
didates  officially  supported  by  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  a  caucus  prior 
to  the  Southeastern  meeting.  How¬ 
e'er,  an  unannounced  candidate 


from  the  Florida  conference  re¬ 
ceived  notable  support. 

The  Rev.  Charlene  P.  Kammerer, 
district  superintendent  of  the  Flori¬ 
da  conference’s  Tallahassee  district, 
received  65  votes  on  the  first  ballot. 

One  of  her  supporters,  Florida 
delegate  Ressie  Mae  Bass,  told  the 
Reporter  that  many  people  encour¬ 
aged  Ms.  Kammerer  to  enter  the 
election  process  because  they  were 
“impressed  with  her  leadership  and 
administrative  skills  at  General 
Conference.” 

Race  among  11  candidates 

By  the  first  afternoon,  the  elec¬ 
tions  became  essentially  a  race 
among  1 1  candidates.  These  includ¬ 
ed  one  woman — Ms.  Kammerer — 
and  three  black  men. 

Five  minutes  before  the  second 
vote  was  taken,  the  Rev.  Walter 
Kimbrough  (North  Georgia  confer¬ 
ence)  withdrew.  Also  withdrawing 
was  the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam 
(Memphis  conference),  who  said  he 
did  not  wish  to  become  a  bishop. 

On  the  second  ballot  late  Tues¬ 
day,  Mr.  Fannin  was  elected  with 
359  votes — five  more  than  the  354 
minimum  needed. 

Tensions  mounted  for  the  rest  of 
the  evening.  Two  more  ballots  were 
taken  and  Ms.  Kammerer  and  the 
Rev.  Marian  Edwards  (South  Geor¬ 
gia  conference)  had  92  votes  each. 
Mr.  Edwards  then  withdrew. 

The  following  morning,  on  the 
fifth  ballot,  Mr.  Carder  was  elected 
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with  366  votes. 

At  this  point  the  conference  began 
bogging  down.  The  Rev.  Joe  Mitch¬ 
ell,  a  member  of  the  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence  and  a  veteran  Southeastern 
jurisdictional  conference  observer, 
told  the  Reporter  that  “the  confer¬ 
ence  was  tied  up  by  deciding  whether 
it  would  elect  a  black  bishop.” 

For  the  next  10  hours,  delegates 
alternately  voted  inside  George  Stu¬ 
art  Auditorium  and  caucused  under 
shade  trees  by  the  lake  shore. 

“From  which  camp  will  the  votes 
come  to  elect  the  next  two  bish¬ 
ops?”  many  asked.  The  question  be¬ 
gan  being  answered  when  a  speech 
near  noon  shifted  some  votes. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  NeSmith, 
nominee  of  the  Virginia  conference 
and  one  of  the  three  top  vote-get¬ 
ting  black  candidates,  withdrew, 
pleading  passionately  to  delegates 
for  inclusiveness  in  the  process. 

Ethnic  and  women  delegates 
rushed  to  Mr.  NeSmith,  expressing 
regret  that  he  had  withdrawn.  He 
said  he  would  give  full  support  to 
Mr.  Morris,  the  lone  black  candidate, 
although  he  did  not  agree  with  Mr. 
Morris’  signing  last  spring  of  the 
“Memphis  Declaration,”  a  statement 
designed  to  influence  the  church’s  re¬ 
cent  General  Conference. 

Woman  candidate  withdraws 

Following  the  eighth  ballot,  hope 
for  electing  a  woman  was  lost  when 
Ms.  Kammerer  withdrew. 

Some  women  said  they  were  disap- 

Western 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

LAS  VEGAS — In  an  emotional¬ 
ly-charged  finale  to  a  four-day  dead¬ 
locked  race  for  one  episcopal 
position,  the  12-state  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  elected  the  Rev.  Mary  Ann 
Swenson  of  Wenatchee,  Wash. 

Bishop  Swenson,  45,  fills  the  va¬ 
cancy  created  by  the  retirement  of 
Los  Angeles  Area  Bishop  Jack 
Tuell. 

The  31-ballot  election  was  a  roller 
coaster  as  first  one  and  then  anoth¬ 
er  candidate  surged  to  the  top,  only 
to  drop  on  the  next  ballot. 

In  the  closing  moments,  two 
women  from  the  Pacific  Northwest 
conference — Ms.  Swenson  and  the 
Rev.  Nancy  Yamasaki,  who  cap¬ 
tured  national  attention  in  recent 
years  as  head  of  the  church’s  homo¬ 
sexuality  study  committee — were 
separated  by  only  a  few  votes. 

The  jurisdiction,  proud  of  its  eth¬ 
nic  diversity,  considered  several 
strong  contenders  in  African-Amer¬ 
icans  James  Lawson  and  Beverly 
Shamana  of  Los  Angeles  and  Doug¬ 
lass  Fitch  of  Oakland,  Calif.;  Na- 
tive-American  Marvin  Abrams  of 
Norwalk,  Calif.,  and  Japanese- 


Western  Jurisdiction 


Episcopal  assignments 


Denver  Area 

Mary  Ann  Swenson 
Los  Angeles  Area 
Roy  I.  Sano 
Phoenix  Area 
Elias  G.  Galvan 


Portland,  Ore.,  Area 
William  W.  Dew,  Jr. 
San  Francisco  Area 
Melvin  G.  Talbert 
Seattle  Area 

Calvin  D.  McConnell 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction 


Episcopal  assignments 

Alabama-West  Florida  Area 

William  W.  Morris 


Atlanta  Area 

J.  Lloyd  Knox 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area 

Robert  E.  Fannin 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  Area 
L.  Bevel  Jones,  III 
Columbia,  S.C.,  Area 
Joseph  B.  Bethea 
Florida  Area 

Hasbrouck  H.  Hughes,  Jr. 
Holston  Area 
Clay  F.  Lee,  Jr. 

Louisville  Area 
Robert  C.  Morgan 
Mississippi  Area 

Marshall  L.  Meadors,  Jr. 
Nashville  Area 
Kenneth  L.  Carder 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area 
Carlton  P.  Minnick,  Jr. 
Richmond,  Va.,  Area 
Thomas  B.  Stockton 
South  Georgia  Area 
Richard  C.  Looney 


Mississippi  Area 
..Marshall  L.  Meadors,  Jr.. 


Nashville  Area 
Kenneth  1  Cantei 
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pointed  because  “. . .  Southeastern 
has  not  as  of  1992  elected  a  woman.” 

Pressure  for  an  inclusive  election 
was  not  the  only  major  issue  during 
the  election  process.  Many  delegates 
were  upset  over  “vote  swapping.” 

The  Rev.  John  Bergland  (North 
Carolina  conference)  pleaded  to  all 
delegations  “to  release  all  voting 
delegates  from  any  kind  of  commit¬ 


ments  they  have  made  in  exchange 
for  vote  swapping.” 

At  this  point — afternoon,  July 
15 — Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Meadors 
had  received  more  than  300  votes 
each  and  were  the  closest  to  being 
elected. 

The  Rev.  Karl  K.  Stegall  (Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  conference) 
withdrew  following  the  10th  ballot. 


When  delegates  returned  from 
dinner,  two  elections  were  an¬ 
nounced.  On  the  11th  ballot,  Mr. 
Morris  was  elected  with  361  votes, 
Mr.  Meadors  with  360  votes. 

Amid  the  excitement,  delegate  Tho- 
masina  McPherson  (South  Carolina 
conference),  rushed  past  the  bishops 
and  bishops-elect  and  burst  into  spon¬ 
taneous  singing  of  “Amen,  Amen.” 


roller  coaster  yields  election 


American  Nancy  Yamasaki.  His- 
panic-American  Arturo  Fernandez 
maintained  small  but  steady  sup¬ 
port. 

The  Revs.  Lawson,  Shamana,  and 
Fitch  withdrew  relatively  early. 

After  the  31st  ballot,  with  Ms. 
Swenson  clearly  outdistancing  the 
remaining  contenders,  Ms.  Yama¬ 
saki,  Mr.  Abrams  and  Mr.  Fernan¬ 
dez  withdrew,  leaving  -many 
supporters  in  tears,  and  -offered 
their  support  for  the  election  of  Ms. 
Swenson. 

Then — with  only  a  couple  of 
hours  left  before  the  consecration 
service  was  slated  to  begin — the 
standing,  cheering  delegates  elected 
her  by  acclamation. 

Swamped  with  hugs  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  applause,  the  newly 
elected  bishop  was  escorted  to  the 
bishops’  platform  by  Bishop  Calvin 
D.  McConnell.  Following  were  fam¬ 
ily  members  and  husband  Jeff. 

The  youthful  bishop  is  the  second 
woman  elected  a  bishop  within  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  and  the  eighth 
woman  elected  within  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

Ms.  Swenson  is  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Wenatchee,  Wash.  She  was  superin-  structure  needs  to  be  streamlined 
tendent  of  the  Puget  Sound  district  and  simplified, 
for  six  years.  “It  is  time  for  fresh,  new  ap- 

In  a  post-election  press  confer-  proaches  while  honoring  our  tradi- 
ence,  the  bishop  said  the  church’s  tions,”  she  said. 
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Western  jurisdiction  bishops  surround  newly  elected  Bishop  Mary 
Ann  Swenson,  barely  visible  as  she  kneels  for  the  laying  on  of  hands 
during  her  consecration  service/ 


Northeastern  works  through  merger  dispute  to  two  'firsts' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

READING,  Pa. — Controversy 
over  the  makeup  of  one  episcopal 
area  nearly  upstaged  the  drama  cre¬ 
ated  by  two  “firsts"  in  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
elections  of  bishops. 

;  Elected  as  bishops  by  the  confer¬ 
ence's  392  delegates  were  the  Rev. 
Hae-Jong  Kim  and  the  Rev.  S.  Clif¬ 
ton  Ives.  Each  can  lay  claim  to  be¬ 
ing  a  “first.” 

Bishop  Kim,  57,  a  pastor  in  the 
Northern  New  Jersey  conference, 
became  the  church’s  first  Korean- 
American  bishop  when  he  was 
elected  on  the  14th  ballot  of  the 
July  14-17  meeting. 

Through  most  of  the  first  nine 
ballots,  another  Korean-American 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Young  Joon  Cho,  a 
New  York  conference  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  led  Bishop  Kim  in  the 
voting.  Mr.  Cho  withdrew  after  the 
11th  ballot,  however,  as  support  for 
his  candidacy  began  to  slip. 

Approval  roared 

A  roar  of  approval  went  up  from 
the  gathering  in  the  chapel  of  United 
Methodist-related  Albright  College 
when  Bishop  Kim’s  election  was  an¬ 
nounced.  He  received  233  votes,  ex¬ 
actly  the  number  required  to  elect. 

Interviewed  afterwards,  Bishop 
Kim  said  that  his  mission  has  been 
that  of  a  “bridge-builder”  between 
Korean-Americans  and  the  rest  of  the 
church.  He  said  he  expects  to  contin¬ 
ue  playing  that  role  as  a  bishop. 


"Faced  with  the 
decision  to  live  with 
brokenness  or  live  with 
oneness,  ive  chose 
oneness." 

— Bishop  Ives 


According  to  1989  figures,  the  de¬ 
nomination  includes  some  300  Ko¬ 
rean  congregations  totaling  an 
estimated  300,000  members. 

In  another  “first”  as  the  first 
bishop  from  the  Maine  conference, 
Bishop  Ives,  54,  was  elected  on  the 
22nd  ballot. 

Bishop  Ives’  election  following  a 
record-breaking  22  ballots  came 
shortly  after  midnight  on  the  meet¬ 
ing’s  last  day.  The  previous  record 
in  the  jurisdiction  was  18  ballots  for 
the  1988  election  of  Bishop  Susan 
M.  Morrison. 

Bishop  Ives  told  reporters  he  sees 
his  mission  as  being  to  help  “work 
through  a  transition  in  what  it 
means  to  be  an  episcopal  leader.” 

Among  other  things,  he  said,  a 
bishop  needs  to  be  a  “cheerleader." 

“Things  will  be  done  differently. 
I’m  not  sure  what  that  means,  but 
we  [the  bishops]  will  grow  into  it,” 
Bishop  Ives  said. 

Twist  on  'first,  last' 

“My  goal  will  be  to  be  a  servant,” 
he  said,  “beginning  with  the  act  of 
listening  to  God  and  to  others.” 


In  a  twist  on  a  familiar  biblical 
teaching,  action  taken  by  conference 
delegates  following  Bishop  Ives’  elec¬ 
tion  all  but  assures  that  he,  as  the 
first  bishop  elected  from  the  Maine 
conference,  will  also  be  the  last. 

Delegates  directed  the  three  an¬ 
nual  conferences  that  make  up  the 
Boston  Area — Maine,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  and  Southern  New  England — 
to  merge  into  a  single-conference 
area  by  no  later  than  Jan.  1,  1994. 

The  vote  directing  the  merger  re¬ 
versed  an  earlier  action  by  the  juris¬ 
dictional  conference.  That  action 
allowed  the  Boston  Area  to  be  a  per¬ 
manent  exception  to  the  policy  that 
no  episcopal  area  include  more  than 
two  conferences. 

However,  the  jurisdiction’s  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops,  which  opposed  con¬ 
tinuation  of  a  three-conference  area, 
countered  by  announcing  a  realign¬ 
ment  of  area  boundaries  that  would 
have  placed  the  New  Hampshire 
conference  in  the  New  York  Area. 

Following  the  bishops’  announce¬ 
ment,  visibly  distressed  Boston 
Area  delegates  asked  to  be  excused 
from  the  meeting  and  spent  the  next 
two  hours  in  prayer  and  discussion. 

When  they  returned  to  the  floor, 
Mr.  Ives  (prior  to  his  election) 
spoke  for  the  group  and  asked  juris¬ 
dictional  conference  delegates  to  re¬ 
verse  their  previous  action  that 
allowed  a  three-conference  excep¬ 
tion.  They  did  so  immediately. 

“Faced  with  the  decision  to  live 
with  brokenness  or  live  with  one¬ 
ness,”  Mr.  Ives  explained,  “we 
chose  oneness.” 


In  other  action,  delegates: 

■  Approved  a  name  change  for  the 
Baltimore  Conference  (to  the  Balti- 
more-Washington  Conference)  and 
the  Peninsula  Conference  (to  the 


Peninsula-Delaware  Conference); 

■  Heard  presentations  on  the 
theme,  “Remember  and  Re-mem- 
ber,”  by  the  Rev.  Leonard  Sweet, 
president  of  United  Theological  Semi¬ 


nary,  and  the  Rev.  Linda  Thomas  of 
the  IlifF  School  of  Theology  faculty; 

■  Celebrated  the  retirement  of 
Bishop  C.  Dale  White,  who  was 
elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1976. 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 


Albany,  N.Y.,  Area 
William  Boyd  Grove 
Boston  Area 

F.  Herbert  Skeete 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area 
Felton  E.  May  Jr. 
New  Jersey  Area 
Neil  L.  Irons 
New  York  Area 
Forrest  C.  Stith 
New  York  West  Area 
Hae-Jong  Kim 
Philadelphia  Area 
Susan  M.  Morrison 
Pittsburgh  Area 
George  W.  Bashore 
Washington  Area 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel 
West  Virginia  Area 
S.  Clifton  Ives 
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EDITOR  RETURNS:  The  Rev.  J.  Richard 

Peck  resumed  the  editorship  of  “Newscope” 
with  the  July  10  issue.  He  succeeds  Tom  Tozer, 
who  took  the  post  in  June  1991.  Mr.  Peck  was 
editor  of  the  weekly  newsletter  published  by 
The  United  Methodist  House  from  1977-86  and 
had  more  recently  been  its  editorial  director.  He 
also  edited  the  “Daily  Christian  Advocate”  for 
the  church’s  legislative  General  Conferences  of 
1988  and  1992. 

YOUTH  CAMPERS  DIE:  Two  boys  at¬ 
tending  a  United  Methodist  senior  high  camp  in 
Wisconsin  died  June  26  in  a  one-car  accident 
unrelated  to  camp  activities.  Dead  were  Mike 
Milner,  16,  and  Jason  Muenzel,  15,  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Nee- 
nah,  Wis.  Injured  in  the  crash  was  Brian 
Messman,  16,  a  member  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Madison,  Wis.  A  car  owned  by 
Mike  Milner,  reportedly  traveling  at  high  speeds, 
ran  off  a  rural  road  near  the  camp  and  crashed. 

AWARD  ANNOUNCED:  Trustees  of 

the  Swami  Pranavananda  Peace  Awards 
recently  announced  that  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews  is  the  recipient 
of  the  trust’s  1990  award  for  Gandhian  Litera¬ 
ture.  He  was  cited  for  his  book,  “The  Matchless 
Weapon:  Satyagraha”  published  by  the  Bharatiya 
Vidya  Bhavan,  Bombay  [“satyagraha”  often  is 
translated  as  “soul  force”].  A  cash  prize  and  cita¬ 
tion  will  be  presented  to  Bishop  Mathews  Oct.  2. 

CLASSIC  UPDATED:  The  Southern 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  recently  signed  a 
contract  to  publish  “In  His  Steps:  A  Contempo¬ 
rary  Sequel."  The  book  is  by  Garrett  Sheldon,  a 
great-grandson  of  Congregationalist  minister 
Charles  Sheldon  who  wrote  “In  His  Steps” 
nearly  100  years  ago.  The  latter,  described  as  a 
Christian  classic,  has  sold  more  than  30  million 
copies  in  1 5  languages. 

MISSIONARIES  RETURN:  Christian 

Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  officials  said  last 
week  that  political  turmoil  has  settled  enough  to 
permit  re-entry  to  missionaries  into  Zaire.  The 
six  missionaries  and  their  families,  along  with 
workers  from  many  other  churches,  were  evacu¬ 
ated  from  Zaire  in  September  1991  during  po¬ 
litical  unrest  ignited  after  Zairean  soldiers  had 
not  been  paid  for  three  months. 

ASIANS  RELOCATE:  The  Christian 
Conference  of  Asia,  without  a  permanent  home 
since  it  was  expelled  from  Singapore  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1987,  is  establishing  a  headquarters  in  rural 
Hong  Kong  on  property  currently  used  by  Lu¬ 
theran  Theological  Seminary.  The  Christian 
Conference  of  Asia,  an  ecumenical  organization 
with  membership  of  more  than  100  churches 
and  national  church  councils,  was  expelled  from 
Singapore,  prompted  by  government  accusa¬ 
tions  that  the  conference  was  meddling  in  poli¬ 
tics.  The  church  group  established  temporary 
headquarters  in  Osaka,  Japan,  and  then  in 
Hong  Kong’s  Kowloon  district. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


For  needy,  there's  no  place  like  HOMES 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  Angela  Clark  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  needed  a  new  doorbell 
at  her  house,  she  knew  exactly 
who  would  give  her  immediate 
service. 

She  stopped  by  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Center  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  borrowed  the  proper 
tools  and  installed  it  herself. 

The  Neighborhood  Center  has 
recently  launched  a  program  to 
help  “neighbors”  like  Ms.  Clark 
remodel  their  homes  and  build  a 
better  community. 

Project  HOMES  (Home  Owners 
Maintenance  Education  Seminars) 
provides  no-charge,  learning  op¬ 
portunities  for  renters,  home  own¬ 
ers  and  house  hunters. 

The  free  eight-week  classes,  be¬ 
gun  in  April  1991,  teach  repair 
and  maintenance  of  houses. 

Classes  are  taught  by  Jack  Tay¬ 


lor,  a  retired  school  principal, 
and  Robert  Miick,  a  high  school 
shop  teacher.  They  are  accom¬ 
plished  in  such  skills  as  plumb¬ 
ing,  masonry  and  carpentry. 

Daniel  Welliver,  director  of 
the  center,  said  money  to  fund 
the  project  came  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Community  Affairs 
of  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  the  City  of  Harrisburg. 

Also,  several  local  banks  gave 
grants  as  a  way  to  “reinvest  in 
the  community.” 

“Most  of  our  funding  comes 
from  the  United  Methodist 
Church,”  said  Mr.  Welliver.  “But 
this  was  the  kind  of  project  that  ap¬ 
pealed  to  other  financial  sources.” 

The  center  is  owned  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  National  Division 
and  is  supported  by  the  church’s 
Central  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference. 


Classes  have  appealed  to  not 
only  the  business  community  but 
to  anyone  owning  a  home  or  pre¬ 
paring  to  purchase  one  in  Harris¬ 
burg. 

50  on  waiting  list 

Mr.  Welliver  told  the  Reporter 
that  demand  for  the  classes  is  so 
high  that  at  least  120  people  have 
completed  the  sessions  in  18 
months  and  50  people  are  on  the 
waiting  list. 

“We  haven’t  been  pounding 
the  streets  to  get  persons  into  the 
classes  because  we  didn’t  want 
them  to  be  on  the  waiting  list  for 
a  long  time,”  said  Mr.  Welliver. 
“But  people  just  seemed  to  find 


out  about  the  classes.” 

Ms.  Clark  said  she  learned 
about  the  classes  while  in  a  city 
office  to  apply  for  a  block  grant. 

She  took  the  course  in  March 
and  learned  how  to  do  basic  elec¬ 
trical  wiring  for  her  home. 

'Cave  me  a  tool  box' 

“1  had  a  fixture  in  my  closet 
that  would  spark  when  I  turned 
on  the  light,”  said  Ms.  Clark. 
“When  I  finished  the  classes,  I 
learned  how  to  replace  the  wir¬ 
ing — connecting  it  all  the  way 
back  to  the  light  switch — and  re¬ 
place  the  fixture. 

“I’m  really  appreciative  for  the 
home  fix-it  course.  The  teachers 


even  gave  me  a  tool  box  after  I 
finished  the  course  to  get  me 
started.” 

Ms.  Clark  said  Project 
HOMES  is  “a  Godsend”  for 
women  who  are  single  parents 
and  want  to  maintain  their 
homes  but  cannot  afford  home 
repairs. 

“1  think  it’s  wonderful  that  the 
Neighborhood  Center  offers  this 
course,  because  once  your  family 
goes  from  a  two-person  income 
to  a  one-person  income,  you’re 
limited  in  the  funds  you  have  to 
repair  your  home,”  she  said. 

“It’s  uncanny  to  have  this  type 
of  program  in  a  Northern  city 
like  this,”  continued  Ms.  Clark. 


'Sweat  equity'  repair 
project  taught  at  center 


HARRISBURG,  Pa.— At  the 
Neighborhood  Center  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Project 
HOMES-related  programs  include: 

■  Lectures  to  teach  inner-city 
families  about  finding  financing 
for  home  purchase  and  repair, 
tenants’  rights  and  responsibil¬ 
ities,  and  credit  counseling; 

■  A  home  repair  hotline  on 
do-it-yourself  techniques; 

■  A  “Sweat  Equity”  home  re¬ 
pair  project  which  will  designate 
10  homeowners  to  receive  train¬ 
ing  while  working  in  their  own 
homes,  with  help  from  volun¬ 
teers  and  Project  HOMES  enroll- 


ees.  This  is  a  local  project  for 
which  most  building  supplies  and 
instructional  materials  are  donat¬ 
ed  by  area  firms; 

■  A  “tool  lending  library”  for 
use  by  those  who  complete  the 
course.  The  tool-lending  venture 
has  been  so  successful  that  even 
volunteer-in-mission  work  teams 
borrow  tools  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  projects. 

Daniel  Welliver,  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Center  director,  said  the 
the  Harrisburg  Public  Library 
System  has  asked  to  incorporate 
the  “tool  library”  in  the  city’s  li¬ 
brary  program. 


HARRISBURG,  Pa. — Instruction  in  simple  home  construction  and  maintenance  is  so  popular  at 
the  Neighborhood  Center  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  that  there's  a  waiting  list.  The  cen¬ 
ter  recently  launched  a  program  to  help  "neighbors"  remodel  their  homes  and  build  a  better 
community. 


'Quietly  religious'  missile  expert  honored 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

A  “quietly  religious”  80-year- 
old  United  Methodist  layman  re¬ 
cently  accepted  a  moment  of 
fame. 

Retired  Capt. 
Grayson  Mer¬ 
rill  was  induct¬ 
ed  into  the  U.S. 
Navy  Guided 
Missile  Hall  of 
Fame. 

In  a  tele¬ 
phone  inter¬ 
view  from  their 
Annapolis  home,  Jane  Merrill 
said  her  husband  is  quiet  about 


Grayson  Merrill 


many  things,  including  his  many 
accomplishments. 

Records  show  that  from  1942 
to  1949,  Capt.  Merrill,  who  was 
educated  at  the  Naval  Academy 
and  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
of  Technology,  was  the  technical 
director  of  Navy  missile  testing 
at  Point  Mugu  north  of  Los  An¬ 
geles. 

There  he  conceived,  patented 
and  managed  development  of  the 
first  U.S.  air-to-surface  jet-pro¬ 
pelled  guided  missile  called 
“Gargoyle.” 

His  continuing  work  in  missile 
development  and  testing  was 
done  with  the  aid  of  some  top 
German  scientists  whom  he  and 


other  U.S.  military  officers  re¬ 
cruited  from  behind  the  front 
lines  in  the  waning  hours  of 
World  War  II. 

Stationed  in  Washington  in 
1954,  he  became  technical  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  project  to  develop  the 
submarine-launched  Polaris  mis¬ 
sile.  The  Polaris  is  widely  credit¬ 
ed  by  military  sources  as  a  major 
deterrent  during  the  Cold  War 
with  the  Soviet  Union. 

For  this  work,  Capt.  Merrill 
was  awarded  the  Legion  of  Merit, 
one  of  the  highest  military 
awards. 

In  1963,  after  retiring  from  the 
Navy,  he  became  president  of 
Polytechnic  Research  Develop¬ 


ment  Electronics  which  supplied 
the  Navy  with  a  computer-driven 
test  system  for  aircraft  electronics. 

Now,  Capt.  Merrill  told  the 
Reporter,  he  is  involved  in  his 
third  career:  raising  sons  John, 
11,  and  David,  9.  He  married 
Jane  some  14  years  ago,  after  his 
wife  of  many  years  died. 

The  whole  family  is  active  in 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Arnold,  Md.,  near  Annapolis. 
Their  latest  participation  was  in  a 
production  of  the  musical  “The 
Music  Man,”  staged  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  raise  money  for  a  new 
fellowship  hall. 

“Lacking  any  musical  talent, 
my  efforts  focused  on  logistical 


support,”  Capt.  Merrill  said, 
laughing.  “That  meant  chauffer- 
ing  children  back  and  forth  be¬ 
tween  rehearsals.” 

Although  chauffering  duties 
are  never  over  with  a  growing 
family,  Capt.  Merrill  still  finds 
time  to  operate  a  computer  bulle¬ 
tin  board  (or  “mail  box”)  for  lo¬ 
cal  school  children  which  they 
access  for  educational  projects  or 
out  of  individual  curiosity. 

An  avid  student  of  the  Bible 
and  an  author,  he  is  writing  a 
book  titled  “Dilemmas  of  a 
Christian  Layman”  which  he 
said  addresses  conflicts  between 
Christianity  and  science. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION:  Full-time  Di¬ 

rector  of  Youth  Ministries  wanted  for  strong 
youth  program  in  1 300  member  growing  church 
located  in  university  community,  county-seat 
town  between  San  Antonio  and  Austin.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume/references  to  Rev.  Bill 
Henderson,  129  W.  Hutchison,  San  Marcos,  TX 

able  focusing  on  children  and  youth  in  evangeli¬ 
cal  church.  Write  for  job  description:  Rev. 
Johnny  Robertson.  Central  UMC,  Box  170,  Dal- 
hart.  TX  79022. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  half¬ 

time.  to  work  with  children,  youth,  and  adult 
ministries  in  this  active  600-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Contact:  Hinsdale  UMC.  945  S.  Garfield, 
Hinsdale.  IL  60521.  (708)  325-1280. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  Congregational 

Care.  Full-time  position.  Diaconal  experience  de¬ 
sired.  Send  resume  to:  SPRC,  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  350.  Weatherford.  OK  73096. 

500-MEMBER  UMC  LOCATED  in  the  bootheel 
of  Missouri  is  seeking  full-time  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  with  emphasis  in  youth  ministry. 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  area  needs 

part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  available  now.  Experience  in 
youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary  and  benefits 
package  competitive.  Send  resume  to:  Parker 
United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1287. 
Parker.  CO  80134. 

Degree  or  experience.  $18-23,000.  Position  to  be 
filled  immediately.  Send  resume  to:  Pastor-Parish 
Committee,  First  UMC,  300  College  St.,  Ken- 
nett,  MO  63857.  J 

METRO  MEMPHIS  URBAN  MISSIONER  to  I 

shape  and  carry  out  metropolitan  strategy  for  the  \ 
United  Methodist  Church.  Will  work  with  Mem¬ 
phis  Metro  District  Superintendents,  Send  re¬ 
sume  by  Aug.  31  to:  P.O.  Box  11809,  Memphis, 
TN  381 1 1-0809.  For  information  call:  (901)  452- 
6561. 

DIRECTOR  OF  FINANCE  AND  Administra¬ 

tive  Services  for  the  South  Dakota  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Will  be  further  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  merger  of  the  South  Dakota  and 
North  Dakota  Conferences.  Job  description  and 
salary  negotiable.  Send  letter  of  application  and 
resume  to:  Robert  Kistler,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Elk 
Point,  SD  57025.  Closing  date:  July  25.  1992. 
Phone  (712)  251-2126.  EOE. 

SING  YOUR  FAVORITE  HYMNS  AT  HOME 

or  in  small  groups!  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  pi¬ 
ano  or  organ  accompaniment.  Word  book  includ¬ 
ed.  Makes  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping. 
1-800-728-0573. 

YOUTH  PASTOR  365-member  evangelical 

church  with  expanding  ministries  seeking  candi¬ 
date  for  new  position  of  Youth  Pastor.  Full-time 
salaried  position.  Prefer  minimum  3  years  experi¬ 
ence,  degree  in  Christian  or  youth  ministry.  Ap¬ 
plicant  should  have  interest  in  long-term 
commitment/vision  in  youth  ministry.  Please  re¬ 
spond  with  resume:  Church  of  the  Cross  U  M. 

LARGE  PRINT  NAMETAGS  — 

2Vj~  X  y/i"  X  .015"  laminated  tags  with  clips  or 
pins.  United  Methodist  or  custom  logo.  >1.60 
each  (minimum  10)  plus  $5.00  shipping/handling 
per  order.  Information  and  sample  from  Jan 
Decker.  Box  9600,  Longwood,  FL  32752,  (407) 
332-1085. 

1 806  Cass  Rd. .  Toledo.  OH  436 1 4. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Wyoming 

Conference  (Albany  Area),  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Primary  responsibility  in  the  areas  of 
planning,  program  implementation  with  local 
churches  and  district  councils;  leadership  devcl- 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

opment  and  training;  cooperative  parish  minis¬ 
try;  promotion  of quadrenniaj  conference 
emphasis.  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Good  written  and  verbal  skills. 
Understanding  of  UMC  structure  helpful.  Minor¬ 
ities  and  women  encouraged^  to  apply^  Send  re- 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 

stay  at  Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of 
12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger  cook- 
out,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call  (501) 
253-8418  today!  | 

Wyoming  Conference  Center,  3  Orchard  Road. 
Binghamton,  NY  13905.  Application  deadline: 
September  1,  1992. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Part- 

time  position  in  1350-member  congregation.  Es¬ 
tablished  youth  program.  Located  in  Dallas ^rea. 

UMC  SEEKING  VISIONARY  Youth  Director 
to  involve  all  phases  of  church  including  UMYF, 
worship,  athletics,  social.  Music,  drama,  educa- 

erences  to:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  158,  Rockwall.  TX 
75087 

501  Deglet  Noor  Indio.  CA  92201. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMS  AND  Adminis- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  800-mcmber  church  look¬ 
ing  for  active,  spirit-filled  person  for  rapidly 
growing  youth  ministry.  Forward  resume  to:  Bar¬ 
rett  Renfro.  St.  Mark  UMC,  301  W.  Pecan.  Mc¬ 
Allen.  TX  78501.  (512)  682-1481. 

40  miles  from  DFW  Metroplex  seeks  creative 
person  for  development  of  programs.  Supervision 
of  financial  record  keeping  and  property  mainte¬ 
nance.  Please  submit  resume,  references  and  sala- 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  part-time  for 

growing  300  member  church.  Resume/salary  re- 

Church,  Dr.  Bob  Holloway.  Box  520,  Granbury, 
Tx  76048. 

quirements  to  Ranck  s  UMC.  700  Ranck  Road. 
New  Holland.  PA  17557,  Attn:  T.  Marks. 

THE  CONFERENCE  CLAIMANTS'  Endow¬ 

ment  Board  seeks  Executive  Secretary  (extensive 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth  Ministries  for 
2800-member  church.  Southeast  Florida  coast.  Ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Contact:  Search  Committee, 
First  UMC.  P.O.  Box  539.  Stuart,  FL  34995. 

business  experience  required).  Resumes  by  Au¬ 
gust  7,  1992  to:  The  Search  Committee,  do  The 
Endowment  Board.  300  —  27th  Street,  Oakland, 
CA  94612.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

Religious  census  to  focus  on  unchurched 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Census  takers  are  mobilizing  to 
try  to  reach  as  many  American 
homes  as  possible  on  Sunday,  Sept. 
20. 

They  aren’t  working  for  the  feder¬ 
al  government,  and  the  four  ques¬ 
tions  they  plan  to  ask  are  all  related 
to  religion. 

The  massive  effort,  supported  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
Roman  Catholics  and  some  smaller 
religious  groups,  is  crossing  denom¬ 
inational  lines  to  try  to  persuade 
people  to  become  Christians. 

Charles  and  Frances  Hunter,  na¬ 
tionally  known  Pentecostal  evange¬ 
lists  and  faith  healers,  are 
coordinators  of  the  effort,  called  the 
National  Evangelistic  Census  and 
based  in  Kingwood,  Texas.  It  got 
underway  in  October,  when  Charles 
Hunter  appealed  to  a  broad  net¬ 
work  of  evangelical  churches  and 
organizations. 

Mr.  Hunter  told  a  group  of  more 
than  120  Christian  leaders  and  pas¬ 
tors  in  Dallas  that  he  had  received  a 
message  from  God  in  1990  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  “take  a  census  of  the 
world.” 

Participating  organizations  in¬ 
clude  Evangelization  2000,  a  Cath¬ 
olic  program  based  in  Washington; 
the  15-million-member  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  nation’s 
largest  Protestant  denomination; 
and  some  smaller  Protestant  groups 
like  the  Evangelical  Free  Church 
and  Christian  and  Missionary  Alli¬ 
ance. 

Thanks  to  donations  of  time  and 
effort,  the  entire  budget  for  the  proj¬ 
ect  is  under  $2  million,  according  to 
George  Hutson,  national  director  of 
the  campaign. 

As  an  example  of  cost  savings,  he 


said  Thomas  Nelson  Bible  Publishers 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  donated 
5,000  New  Testaments  to  be  given 
out  during  the  census.  Proposals  for 
similar  gifts  are  being  discussed  with 
the  American  Bible  Society  and  the 
International  Bible  Society. 

Poll  takers  will  ask  people  if  they 
believe  in  God,  if  they  ever  pray,  if 
they  have  ever  had  a  prayer  an- 

'Unchurched' 
pockets  found 

NEW  YORK— West  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  the  American 
landscape  contains  large  areas 
where  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
residents  are  claimed  by  any  Chris¬ 
tian  or  Jewish  religious  group. 

Meanwhile,  the  nation’s  southeast¬ 
ern  states  and  its  mid-section — 
stretching  from  Texas  and  Louisiana 
in  the  South  to  North  Dakota,  Min¬ 
nesota  and  Wisconsin  in  the  North — 
are  areas  of  high  religious  affiliation. 

Overall,  adherents  hold  a  solid 
majority  and  spots  are  rare  where 
adherents  are  less  than  25  percent 
of  the  population. 

Facts  like  those,  contained  in  a 
just-released  study  of  American  re¬ 
ligious  activity,  are  sure  to  be  a 
valuable  resource  for  church  offi¬ 
cials — especially  when  they  are  pin¬ 
pointing  areas  for  new  churches, 
according  to  the  Rev.  William  Mc¬ 
Kinney,  a  sociologist  of  religion  at 
Hartford  Seminary  in  Connecticut. 

Mr.  McKinney  made  his  com¬ 
ments  at  a  news  conference  an¬ 
nouncing  release  of  the  456-page 
study,  “Churches  and  Church 
Membership  in  the  United  States,” 
which  was  compiled  by  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Statisticians  of  American 
Religious  Bodies. 


swered  and  if  they  have  ever  had  a 
“life-changing  experience  with  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.” 

The  final  question  will  be  the  ba¬ 
sis  for  an  evangelistic  presentation. 

The  Hunters’  ministry  conducted 
a  test  census  in  Honduras  last  sum¬ 
mer  and  recorded  that  1  million 
people  “prayed  to  receive  Jesus.” 


Mr.  Hutson  said  this  and  other 
preliminary  census  efforts  indicate 
that  more  than  30  percent  of  the 
people  questioned  make  such  a 
commitment  the  day  they  are  con¬ 
tacted. 

“God  is  preparing  for  a  tremen¬ 
dous  work,  and  he’s  certainly  going 
to  be  glorified  on  that  day,”  Mr. 
Hutson  said. 


"CHRISTIAN  COLLECTABLE  TRADING  CARDS" 

"For  Christians  of  all  ages”  Each  Series  contains  12  different  color  illustrated 
cards:  of  stories,  people,  places  and  events  of  the  Bible,  with  KJV  Scripture  on 
the  back.  These  cards  are  great  for  gifts,  reference  and  collecting.  TO  ORDER: 
Send  $3.50  Per  Series,  Check  or  Money  Order  To:  C.C.T.C.,  P.O.  Box  6742 

Jax  FI.  32236.  (Specify  Quantity  ordered,  please  allow  2-3  weeks  for  delivery) 

SERIES:  [1] _  [2] _  [3] _  [4] _ 

NAME: _ CITY: _ 

ADD: _ ST: _ ZIP: _ 


Connectionalism 


In  this  year  of  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  your  entire  congregation  and 
ministry  community  become  involved  in  the 
life  of  the  whole  United  Methodist  Church. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  6304)079 
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William  B.  Odea,  bishop 
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Dotty  Bngbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 
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The  Temptation 
Of  Power 
Is  Strong 


The  Rev.  J.  PHILIP  WOODLAND 

Superintendent  Monroe  District 


United  Methodists  have  concluded  our  quadrennial  exercise  of  elect¬ 
ing  bishops.  The  five  jurisdictions  have  consecrated  17  persons  as  bish¬ 
ops  of  the  church,  six  in  our  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  The 
excitement  of  endorsements,  interviews,  balloting  ...  the  quiet,  tense 
moment  which  follows  the  presiding  officer’s  announcement,  “There 
has  been  an  election,”  the  majesty  and  mystery  of  the  consecration  ser¬ 
vice  . . .  have  a  way  of  focusing  our  attention  on  the  special  ministry  of 
bishops. 

It  provides  license  to  let  the  imagination  play  freely  . . .  “If  I  were 
bishop  . . .  “  or  to  write  (but  never  mail)  unsolicited  letters  of  advise  to 
the  new  class  of  bishops.  Such  games  may  only  be  diversions  from  a 
probing  of  our  own  ministry,  lay  and  clergy,  and  our  particular  leader¬ 
ship  responsibilities  in  our  family,  church  and  community.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  what  we  would  do  if  we  were  bishop,  but  what  am  I  doing  as 
a  member  of  the  body  of  Christ,  a  disciple  called  to  follow  Jesus  as 
Lord. 

Henri  Nouwen  in  his  book  IN  THE  NAME  OF  JESUS  reflects  on 
the  meaning  of  Christian  leadership  as  he  focuses  on  the  temptations 
of  Jesus  in  the  wilderness.  He  wrote,  “Again  the  devil  took  him  to  a 
very  high  mountain  and  showed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  and 
their  splendor,  and  he  said  to  him,  ‘all  these  I  will  give  you,  if  you  will 
fall  down  and  worship  me.’  “(Mt.  4:8-9)  It  was  the  temptation  of  power. 

Nouwen  comments,  “What  makes  the  temptation  of  power  so  seem¬ 
ingly  irresistible?  Maybe  it  is  that  power  offers  an  easy  substitute  for 
the  hard  task  of  love.  It  seems  easier  to  be  God  than  to  love  God,  easier 
to  control  people  than  to  love  people,  easier  to  own  life  than  to  love  life 
.  . .  The  long,  painful  history  of  the  church  is  the  history  of  people  ever 
and  again  tempted  to  choose  power  over  love,  control  over  the  cross,  be¬ 
ing  a  leader  over  being  led  . . .  The  way  of  the  Christian  leader  is  not 
the  way  of  upward  mobility  in  which  our  world  has  invested  so  much, 
but  the  way  of  downward  mobility  ending  on  the  cross  . . .  Here  we 
touch  the  most  important  quality  of  Christian  leadership  in  the  future. 
It  is  not  a  leadership  of  power  and  control,  but  a  leadership  of  power¬ 
lessness  and  humility  in  which  the  suffering  servant  of  God,  Jesus 
Christ,  is  made  manifest.” 

“I,  obviously,  am  not  speaking  about  a  psychologically  weak  leader¬ 
ship  in  which  the  Christian  leader  is  simply  the  passive  victim  of  the 
manipulation  of  his  milieu.  No,  I  am  speaking  of  a  leadership  in  which 
power  is  constantly  abandoned  in  favor  of  love.  It  is  a  true  spiritual 
leadership.” 

Now  that  it  is  back  in  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  HYMNAL, 
maybe  we  should  sing,  or  better  pray  it,  or  even  ‘just  do  jt’  —  “Where 
he  leads  me,  I  will  follow  . . 


Three  Named  Trustees 
Of  Centenary  College 


A  United  Methodist  minister,  a 
naval  architect  and  a  medical  doc¬ 
tor  have  been  named  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  Centenary  College  of 
Louisiana  in  Shreveport.  They  are 
the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter,  superin- 
tendent  of  the] 

Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict;  Mat  Kawa¬ 
saki  of  New 
Orleans,  and  Dr. 

Daryl  Mitchell  of 
Shreveport. 

Potter,  a  1 953 1 
graduate  of  Cen¬ 
tenary,  also| 
earned  a  bache¬ 
lor  of  d  i  v  i  n  i  t  y  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
SMU.  He  has  served  churches 
throughout  the  state. 

He  is  chairman  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  on 
which  he  has  served  for  20  years. 

Kawasaki  was  born  in  Japan,  the 
fifth  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
He  received  a  BSE  degree  from  the 
University  of  Tokyo  where  he  ma¬ 
jored  in  naval  architecture.  In  1952, 
he  earned  a  Fulbright  Scholarship 
to  the  University  of  Michigan  at 
Ann  Arbor  where  he  received  a 
master’s  degree  in  engineering. 


Mat  Kawasaki 


Rev.  J.  Stovall  Receives 
National,  State  Honors 


ThtrRev-James  L.  Stovall  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  founder  and  organizer 
of  the  Louisiana  Coalition  Against 
Racism  and  Nazism,  has  received 
national,  state  and  local  awards. 

He  went  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
the  weekend  after  Independence 
Day  to  receive  the  1992  National 
Human  and  Civil  Rights  Award  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Educators  Association. 

Keith  Geiger,  NEA  president 
said,  “The  award  was  given  for  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stovall's  work  in  helping 


St.  Paul  Recruits  Builders  From  1 1  Churches 


The  Rev.  Edward  L.  Thomas,  pastor 
of  St.  Paul  UMC,  Monroe,  said  the 
church  is  getting  ready  to  renovate  the 
sanctuary  and  to  build  a  Fellowship 
Hall  with  donated  materials  and  donat¬ 
ed  labor. 

United  Methodists  from  1 1  churches  in 
the  district  have  agreed  to  help  with  the 
building,  Thomas  mentioned.  A  slide  pre¬ 


sentation  of  the  church  building  and  activ¬ 
ities  was  shown  around  the  district. 

“A  survey  found  there  were  6,000 
black  United  Methodists  living  in  this 
area,”  he  said.  “All  people  need  religion 
and  God.” 

Currently  there  are  49  members  and 
about  65  to  70  attend  worship.  “Most 
of  the  people  in  our  church  are  retired, 


“Thomas  explained.  “We  have  only 
two  men  under  70.  Many  are  one-par¬ 
ent  families.” 

The  church  began  in  1901  and  moved 
to  the  present  location  at  Jackson  and 
Thomas  streets  in  1921.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  voted  to  stay  in  the  poverty  area. 

Funds  have  been  received  from  both 
the  Conference  and  the  district. 


JutureMomeof 


PHOTO  BY  TOM  MORRIS 

Groundbreaking  ceremonies  have  been  held  and  construction  started  for  a  new  Mount  Zion  UMC,  Cal¬ 
houn.  Participating  were,  FROM  LEFT,  W.  B.  Humble,  Travis  Woods,  Elaine  Shivor,  the  Rev.  Martin  W. 
Corie,  pastor,  Bill  Humble,  the  Rev.  lames  Poole,  superintendent,  Ruston  District,  Percy  Golson  and 
Ralph  Woodward.  One  shovel  was  used  in  memory  of  committee  member,  Herbert  Frazier,  who  died 
during  the  week  before  the  groundbreaking.  Architect  is  Lestar  Martin,  professor  at  Louisiana  Tech 
University,  and  construction  will  be  by  Russell  Buildings.  An  autumn  completion  date  is  anticipated. 


FO  3? 


to  eradicate  ra¬ 
cial  inequities  in 
the  education 
community,  for 
his  commitment 
to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  inter- 
group  relations 
and  other  service 
to  the  communi¬ 
ty.” 

Rev.  lames  Stovall  Stovall’s  most 
recent  honor  was  the  1992  Trail- 
blazer  Award  given  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Association  of  Educators 
Friday,  July  31,  at  the  Sheraton  Ho¬ 
tel,  Baton  Rouge. 

"This  award  is  given  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  has  set  new  standards  or 
blazed  new  trails  for  women  and/or 
minorities,”  Linda  Day  of  Baton 
Rouge,  president  of  LAE,  said. 

Stovall  was  honored  for  “Out¬ 
standing  Service  to  Humankind,” 
with  an  award  given  by  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  for  the  Advancement  of  Col¬ 
ored  People  (NAACP).  The  award 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Rupert  Rich¬ 
ardson,  national  chair,  NAACP 
Board  of  Trustees  and  president  of 
the  Louisiana  NAACP. 

Stovall,  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister,  served  16  years  as  executive 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter¬ 
church  Conference.  Prior  to  that  he 
served  for  30  years  as  pastor  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  churches. 

The  Coalition  fights  the  activities 
of  racist  and  anti-Semitic  individ¬ 
uals  and  groups  through  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  printed  materials, 
briefings,  seminars  and  video  pro¬ 
grams.  It  aids  groups  opposing  rac¬ 
ist  candidates. 

Wesley  Foundation 
Needs  Information 

The  Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes,  direc¬ 
tor,  Wesley  Foundation,  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  requests 
that  churches  who  have  students 
who  will  be  attending  Southern  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  or  spring  semesters  to  let 
her  know. 

“We  are  planning  a  very  exciting 
year  filled  with  study,  fellowship, 
devotion,  exercise,  worship,  work¬ 
shops  and  retreats,”  she  said. 

She  invites  students  to  come  to 
the  foundation,  748  Harding  Blvd. 

Information  requested  about 
each  student  is  name,  address  or 
dormitory  numbers,  telephone 
numbers  (home  and  school)  and 
area  of  study.  Send  to:  Rev.  Carolyn 
Stokes,  P.O.  Box  1  1458,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA.,  70813.  Each  student 
will  be  contacted,  she  said. 


Bishops  From  Louisiana 
Gather  In  Fort  Worth 


JULY  31,  1992 


He  moved  to  New  Orleans  in 
1965  and  established  his  own  naval 
architecture  and  marine  engineer¬ 
ing  business 
which  has  com¬ 
pleted  over  3,600 
contracts  for 
both  inland  and 
ocean-going  ves¬ 
sels  of  all  sizes. 

A  member  of 
First  UMC,  New 
Orleans,  Kawa¬ 
saki  serves  in 
many  capacities 
on  the  regional  and  national  level  of 
the  church. 

Dr.  Mitchell,  a  graduate  of  Clark 
College  in  Atlanta  and  Meharry 
Medical  College  in  Nashville,  has 
worked  at  Duke  and  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity  medical  cen¬ 
ters  and  other 
hospitals. 

He  serves  on 
the  boards  of  the 
Regional  Arts 
Council,  Shreve¬ 
port  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  and  the 
Black/White 
Community  Task 
Force.  Dr.  Daryl  Mitchell 


A  gathering  of  bishops  with  Louisiana  connections  at  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  made  Louisiana  folks  proud.  On  the  front 
row  are  three  originally  from  Louisiana,  FROM  LEFT,  Bishop  Wood- 
row  Hearn,  formerly  of  the  Nebraska  Area  but  reassigned  to  the 
Houston  Area;  Bishop  Alfred  Norris,  recently  elected  af  the  confer¬ 
ence  in  Fort  Worth  and  assigned  to  the  Northwest  Texas/New  Mex¬ 
ico  are,  and  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  of  the  Missouri  Area,  who  retired 
at  the  conference.  On  the  back  row  is  Bishop  William  Oden  of  the 
Louisiana  Area,  reassigned  to  Louisiana  for  the  quadrennium.  Not 
pictured  is  another  member  of  the  episcopacy  who  formerly  served 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  who  retired  at 
the  conference. 

Lou  Alexander  Retires 


Marielouise  Alexander,  or  Lou, 
as  she  is  affectionately  called,  will 
retire  on  July  31  after  12  years  of 
dedicated  service  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Beginning  in  1980,  she  worked  as 
part-time  secretary  to  both  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  district  superin¬ 
tendents.  Until  1986,  she  managed 
both  offices  taking  care  of  all  cleri¬ 
cal  matters  and  communications 
with  ministers  and  laity. 

She  started  working  full-time  in 
1984  about  the  time  the  district  of¬ 
fices  began  to  use  word  processors 
and  personal  computers.  She  be¬ 
came  adept  at  working  with  both. 

In  1986  she  left  the  district  office 
and  began  working  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  office.  As  she  puts  it,  “I  just 
moved  downstairs.”  She  was  liaison 
between  all  district  offices  and  the 
Conference  office.  She  has  done 
much  of  the  statistical  work  related 
to  the  local  churches  and  has  pro¬ 
vided  data  to  Conference,  jurisdic¬ 


tional  and  general 
church  agencies. 

For  the  realign¬ 
ment  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts  of  the 
Conference  in 
jbiv  I 

ft  "•  ed  data  making 

fft  the  realignment 

m  BB  process  feasible. 

.  ,  Her  work  for 

Lou  Alexander  .  . 

the  church  was 
her  second  career  since  she  earlier  had 
retired  from  a  position  with  the  state 
of  Louisiana. 

Though  she  will  be  leaving  the 
Conference  office,  she  will  not  re¬ 
tire  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  For  years  she  has  been  ac¬ 
tive  on  the  Conference  and  district 
levels  of  the  church  including  the 
United  Methodist  Women.  Deeply 
committed  to  her  church,  St. 
Luke's,  Baton  Rouge,  she  has 
served  in  almost  every  office  and 
has  taught  an  adult  Sunday  school 
class  for  20  years. 


Conference  Insurance 
Changes  Are  Adopted 

Some  changes  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  Self-Funded  Health  In¬ 
surance  were  adopted  at  the  1992  Annual  Conference,  Dr.  Stone  W. 
Caraway,  executive  director  of  administration/treasurer,  said. 

The  changes  are  as  follows: 

■  After  the  deductible  has  been  met,  generic  drugs  will  be  paid  at 
100  percent  with  the  proper  labeling  “generic”  clearly  indicated  by  the 
pharmacist. 

“After  a  thorough  examination  of  our  pharmaceutical  expenses  and 
projected  costs,  it  was  realized  that  participants  could  receive  a  consid¬ 
erable  savings  through  the  use  of  generic  drugs,”  Caraway  said.  On  the 
average,  a  generic  drug  costs  45  percent  less  than  a  brand  name  drug. 
To  receive  the  100  percent  reimbursement  following  the  deductible, 
the  pharmacist  must  indicate  on  the  label  that  it  is  a  generic  drug,  Car¬ 
away  emphasized. 

■  Following  payment  of  the  deductible,  routine  annual  pap  tests  for 
cervical  cancer  will  be  paid  at  80  percent. 

■  Following  payment  of  the  deductible,  routine  baseline  mammo¬ 
gram  will  be  paid  at  80  percent.  The  guidelines  established  for  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  a  minimal  mammography  examination  are  as  follows: 

•  One  baseline  mammogram  for  individuals  35  through  39  years  of 
age 

•  One  mammogram  every  24  months  for  individuals  40  through  49 
years  of  age,  or  more  frequently  if  recommended  by  a  physician 

•  One  mammogram  every  12  months  for  individuals  50  years  of  age 
or  older. 


Around  the  Conference 


Hosston  UMC  observed  its  80th 
anniversary  on  June  7.  The  morn¬ 
ing  service  of  worship,  music  and 
history  was  led  by  the  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Douglas  Miiliron.  Over  150 
persons  joined  in  the  celebration 
which  included  dinner-on-the- 
grounds,  Bonnie  Dominick  said. 


Norma  S.  Winegeart,  Conference 
president,  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en,  reports  that  word  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  about  the  death  of  Lowell 
Sohl,  husband  of  Joyce  Sohl,  depu¬ 
ty  general  secretary  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  He  died  July  7  and  me¬ 
morial  services  were  held  July  10  in 
Memorial  UMC,  White  Plains,  NY. 
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August  Calendar 


Jurisdictional  Celebrating  Marriage  Basic  and  Leadership 
Training,  Mount  Sequoyah 

National  Native  American  Family  Camp,  Mount  Sequoyah 
Third  Annual  Jurisdictional  Golf  Retreat,  Mount  Sequoyah 
Cursillo  No.  29,  Tall  Timbers 

First  Annual  “Late  Summer  Leisure”  Event,  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah 

Clergy  Couples  Retreat,  Uskichitto 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat  Committee  Briefing 
New  District  Superintendents  and  Council  Directors’ 
Training,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC 

Conference  Church  Communications  Workshop,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  8:30  a.m. 
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Editorials: 


Bishops:  Tantalizing  clues  about  class  of  '92 


What  kind  of  leaders  are  members  of  the 
newest  class  of  United  Methodist  bishops  likely 
to  be? 

Tantalizing  clues  emerge  from  responses  each 
of  the  16  newly-elected  episcopal  leaders  recent¬ 
ly  gave  to  the  following  question  posed  by  UMR 
staff  (see  related  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue): 

“How  or  where  will  you  be  in  mission  as  a 
bishop  of  the  church?” 

Analysis  of  their  responses  reveals  at  least 
four  recurrent  themes: 

/  Vision.  Several  indicated,  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  the  importance  for  bishops  to  be  people 
of  vision. 

For  example,  one  spoke  of  “getting  focused," 
another  of  the  need  to  “define  reality.”  Particu¬ 
larly  striking  was  one  bishop’s  daring  to  spell 
out  a  distinctive  vision:  that  of  a  “children- 
friendly”  church. 

We  hope  that  such  visionary  expressions  of 
Gospel  images  inspire  movement  toward  new 
life  in  Christ  that  transforms  congregations  and 
annual  conferences. 

Moreover,  the  world’s  prevailing  chaos  gives 
bishops  a  golden  opportunity  via  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  a  compelling  vision  to  shape  the  agenda 
and  direction  of  secular  society,  perhaps  more 
so  than  has  been  the  case  in  recent  times. 


•f  Evangelism.  Several  bishops  emphasized 
the  importance  of  telling  the  good  news  as  the 
church’s  very  lifeblood. 

Whether  described  in  terms  of  "making  disci¬ 
ples,”  “establishing  a  personal  relationship  with 
Christ,”  or  “proclaiming  grace,”  the  centrality 
of  evangelism  is  a  given  for  many  if  not  most  in 
the  1992  class  of  bishops. 

It’s  particularly  encouraging  that  the  theme  of 
evangelism  does  not  appear  to  be  restricted  to 
any  single  theological  outlook  represented  by 
members  of  the  1992  class. 

If  that  proves  to  be  true,  is  it  too  much  to 
hope  that,  under  their  leadership,  the  days  are 
numbered  when  triumphalist  claims  to  being 
“more  evangelical  than  thou”  serve  only  to  di¬ 
vide  the  church? 

f  Nurture.  Many  of  the  new  bishops  linked 
their  primary  self-understanding  as  pastors  with 
their  new  responsibilities  of  general  church 
oversight  and  supervision. 

One  spoke  of  the  wider  church  being  his 
“congregation.”  Another  identified  her  continu¬ 
ing  mission  as  being  an  ordained  elder  who  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  a  bishop. 

The  model  of  a  nurturing  “pastor  to  pastors” 
or  of  a  “shepherd"  to  a  collection  of  congrega¬ 
tions  and  conferences  is  far  easier  to  state  than 


to  implement.  But  we  affirm  the  role  of  spiritual 
nurturer  as  particularly  vital  at  a  time  when 
even  church  leaders  often  are  regarded  as  being 
“just  another  bureaucrat.” 

Bridge-building.  This  theme  is  especially 
evident,  explicitly  or  implicitly,  among  the 
church’s  ethnic  minority  bishops.  But  the  idea 
of  reaching  across  boundaries — theological,  in¬ 
stitutional,  economic,  political  and  cultural— 
resonated  in  numerous  responses. 

In  a  severely  divided  world,  the  mission  of 
bridge-building — or,  in  more  traditional  theo¬ 
logical  terms,  reconciliation — is  particularly  ur¬ 
gent.  Bridge-building  may  be  the  prophetic  task 
of  our  time,  one  that  calls  for  the  most  imagina¬ 
tive  and  creative  energies  of  Christian  leaders 
and  congregations  alike.  We’re  encouraged  that 
United  Methodism’s  newest  bishops  appear 
committed  to  addressing  that  challenge. 

Overall,  the  above  clues  suggest  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  been  well  served  by 
the  most  recent  episcopal  elections. 

Indeed,  the  class  of  1992  is  remarkable  in  its 
outward  diversity  but  shows  signs  of  being  col¬ 
lectively  in  tune  with  the  realities  and  needs  of 
our  church  and  world. 

For  that,  all  of  us  can  be  thankful. 


Emotion:  It's  OK  to  let  it  show'! 


Whatever  else  it  may  be,  the 
election  of  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  is  an  emotional  experience. 

Consult,  for  example,  recent 
news  reports  of  the  church's  most 
recent  episcopal  elections  (see 
UMR,  July  24).  Sixteen  new  bish¬ 
ops  were  elected  and  they  and  34 
others  were  given  assignments  for 
the  next  four  years. 

We  read  there  of  more  than  one 
candidate's  withdrawal  speech 
moving  many  delegates  to  tears  . . . 
of  a  “roar  of  approval”  going  up  as 
the  church’s  fust  Korean-American 
bishop  was  elected  ...  of  “gasps, 
shouts  and  tumult”  as  elections  of 
three  bishops  were  announced  fol¬ 
lowing  one  ballot . . .  of  “visibly  dis¬ 
tressed”  delegates  facing  a  tough 
choice  involving  their  own  annual 
conference  boundaries  ...  of  spon¬ 
taneous  singing  of  “There’s  a  sweet, 
sweet  spirit  in  this  place”  or  “This 
is  the  day  which  the  Lord  has 
made”  or  “Amen,  Amen,  Amen.” 

As  veteran  observers  of  these 
once-every-four-year  elections,  we 
find  something  both  reassuring 


and  credible  in  those  expressions 
of  emotion. 

As  followers  of  One  who 
showed  emotion — who  cried,  be¬ 
came  angry,  rejoiced — we  have 
an  impressive  precedent  for  dis¬ 
playing  our  feelings  about  things 
that  matter. 

Elections  and  assignments  of 
bishops  are  things  that  matter  to 
the  church’s  efforts  to  be  about 
God’s  work. 

So  are  countless  other  moments 
in  our  life  together  as  Christians: 
dynamic  worship  experiences,  vital 
committee  decisions,  exhilarating 
times  of  community  during  prayer 
and  study,  celebrations  of  a  job 
well  done  in  mission  to  others — to 
name  but  a  few. 

In  short,  it’s  OK  for  any  of  us 
to  “let  it  show”  when  the  Holy 
Spirit  moves  us  to  shout  or  sing, 
laugh  or  cry  in  response  to  mean¬ 
ingful  and  moving  moments  in 
our  corporate  journey  of  faith. 

Our  freedom  to  “be  emotion¬ 
al”  confirms  anew  that  we  are  in¬ 
deed  alive,  able  and,  we  pray, 
willing  to  do  our  Master’s  will. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Well-wishers  greet  newly  elected  Bishop  Marshall  L.  Meadors  Jr. 
(Mississippi  Area).  As  followers  of  One  who  showed  emotion — 
who  cried,  became  angry,  rejoiced — we  have  an  impressive  pre¬ 
cedent  for  displaying  our  feelings  about  things  that  matter,  such 
as  the  elections  of  bishops. 


Here  I  Stand= 


Watergate  has  lessons 
to  teach  people  of  faith 


By  LOVETT  H.  WEEMS  JR. 

During  this  summer  we  remem¬ 
ber  the  Watergate  scandal  which  re¬ 
sulted  from  a  burglary  20  years  ago. 

Watergate  forced  the  American 
people,  perhaps  fortunately,  to  re¬ 
consider  the  values  and  principles 
that  we  have  traditionally  assumed 
to  form  the  foundation  of  our  gov¬ 
ernment  and  society. 

Although  the  governmental  crisis 
that  we  refer  to  as  “Watergate”  was 
political  in  nature,  this  trying  expe¬ 
rience  can  teach  church  people 
some  important  lessons. 

While  these  lessons  are  by  no 
means  new,  they  tend  to  be  easily 
forgotten  by  the  people  of  a  nation. 
Though  free  to  ignore  such  lessons, 
we  do  so  at  our  own  peril. 

What  are  some  lessons  Christians 
might  learn  from  the  Watergate 
chapter  of  American  history? 

'Piosity'  versus  morality 

First,  we  should  never  let  an  offi¬ 
cial’s  “piosity”  serve  as  a  substitute 
for  genuine  personal  and  social  mo¬ 
rality. 

One  reason  why  so  many  people 
were  surprised  at  the  “expletive  de¬ 
leted”  tone  of  the  White  House 
transcripts  was  that  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon  had  presented  a  gener¬ 
ally  "religious”  image  to  the  public. 

Too  often  church  people  look  no 
deeper  than  outward  piousness  in 
evaluating  a  public  official.  In  other 
words,  we  tend  to  judge  a  person’s 
moral  and  religious  commitments 
only  in  terms  of  religious  obser¬ 
vances  and  words. 

We  must  demand  more  from  our 
leaders  than  attendance  at  prayer 
breakfasts  and  friendship  with  fam¬ 
ous  preachers.  The  piety  we  seek 
should  be  a  genuine  piety  that  finds 
expression  in  personal  integrity  and 
social  responsibility. 

Second,  the  Watergate  nightmare 
should  remind  us  again  that  our 
first  and  ultimate  commitment  as 
Christians  is  to  God,  not  to  any  per¬ 
son  or  government. 

Many  of  the  White  House  offi¬ 
cials  who  pleaded  guilty  or  were 
convicted  of  coverup  charges  be¬ 
came  involved  in  these  illegal  activ¬ 
ities  because  their  ultimate  loyalty 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


I  doubt  sainthood  can  be  rated  on  a  scale  of  1  -5 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Lovett  H. 

Weems  Jr.,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology ; 

Kansas  City ,  Mo. 
and  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  Missouri 
West  conference. 

had  been  given  to  a  human  being. 

All  are  judged  by  God 

We  affirm  again  that  all  stand  un¬ 
der  the  judgment  of  God.  This  belief 
will  lead  us  to  maintain  vigorously 
the  freedom  of  the  church  and  its 
pulpit.  The  church  must  never  be¬ 
come  a  tool  of  any  government. 

When  President  Ford  assumed 
office,  one  hopeful  sign  was  that  on 
his  first  Sunday  in  office  he  went  to 
church.  When  former  President 
Nixon  wanted  a  sermon  he  brought 
the  church  to  him  in  the  form  of 
“White  House  Services.”  The  Presi¬ 
dent  even  presided  at  these  services 
which  featured  carefully  selected 
preachers  delivering  non-offensive 
sermons. 

The  whole  idea  behind  these  ques¬ 
tionable  “church  services”  and  the 
very  structure  of  the  services  tended 
to  say  more  about  the  sovereignty  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States 
than  about  the  sovereignty  of  God. 

The  example  of  John  Wesley  is 
helpful.  “Subversion  never  crossed 
his  mind,”  said  Albert  Outler  of 
Wesley’s  loyalty  which  came  from  a 
strong  Tory  heritage,  “but  neither 
did  blind  obedience.” 

Third,  a  positive  lesson  of  the 
Watergate  experience  should  be  a 
renewed  appreciation  for  people  of 
conscience,  principle,  and  unshak¬ 
able  integrity. 

■  •  ■,  E-4  a 

Acting  on  conscience 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  value,  or 
even  try  to  understand,  the  person 
who  acts  on  the  basis  of  conscience 
if  we  personally  disagree  with  the 
action. 

How  wonderful  it  would  be  if  we 
could  come  truly  to  believe  that  the 
sun  shines  on  nothing  more  beauti¬ 
fully  or  majestically  than  a  person 
of  integrity  and  principle. 

If  this  were  the  case,  then  we 
would  reserve  our  highest  honors 
for  those  who  say  with  Job,  “Till  I 
die  I  will  not  violate  my  integrity.” 


Regarding  the  July  10  article  dis¬ 
cussing  George  Gallup’s  determina¬ 
tions  of  who  is,  and  by  implication 
who  is  not,  a  “saint”: 

I  submit  that  Mr.  Gallup  needs  to 
spend  more  time  refining  his  ques¬ 
tionnaire  or,  better  yet,  throw  it  away. 

How  astonishing  that  Christians, 
who  profess  to  follow  the  Christ  who 
proclaimed  the  love  of  God  for  all 
creation,  persist  in  setting  parameters 
for  who  is  “in”  and  who  is  “out.” 

I  have  no  sense  that  sainthood — or 
belonging  to  the  Holy  One — is  deter¬ 
mined  by  a  rating  of  1-5  on  a  scale. 
Ruth  M.  Maedel 
Pottsville,  Pennsylvania 


Editorial  causes  weeping 

One  has  to  weep  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  if  the  July  3  edi¬ 
torial  applauding  the  Supreme 
Court’s  recent  decision  against 
prayers  at  public  school  graduations 
reflects  the  opinion  of  a  large  part 
of  the  church’s  clergy  and  adminis¬ 
trative  leadership. 

Willard  Hohnstein 
Ardmore,  Oklahoma 

'Freedom'  editorial  praised 

Congratulations  on  the  “Meaning 
of  freedom”  editorial  in  the  July  3 
issue.  As  you  said,  “freedom  is  ...  a 
precious  gift  and  responsibility 
from  God.” 


Perhaps  now  we  who  have  been 
trying  to  add  the  important  word 
“freedom”  to  the  often  used  slogan  of 
“peace  and  justice”  will  be  successful. 

Charles  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

Thanks  for  excellent  editorial 

Thanks  for  your  excellent  editorial 
on  the  Supreme  Court’s  recent 
school  prayer  decision  headlined 
“Graduation  prayer  ruling  works  to 
faith’s  benefit”  (see  UMR,  July  3). 

Many  Americans  misunderstand 
the  intent  and  effect  of  the  high 
court’s  rulings  in  this  controversial 
area. 

The  justices  do  not  uphold  the 


separation  of  church  and  state  in  or¬ 
der  to  restrict  religion.  Rather,  they 
do  so  in  order  to  allow  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  follow  their  own  con¬ 
sciences  in  matters  of  religious  faith 
and  worship,  free  of  government  in¬ 
terference. 

As  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun,  a 
practicing  United  Methodist,  wrote 
in  a  concurring  opinion  in  the  re¬ 
cent  Lee  v.  Weisman  decision, 
“When  the  government  puts  its  im¬ 
primatur  on  a  particular  religion,  it 
conveys  a  message  of  exclusion  to 
all  those  who  do  not  adhere  to  the 
favored  beliefs.  A  government  can¬ 
not  be  premised  on  the  belief  that 
all  persons  are  created  equal  when  it 


Faithfully  yours=- .7=.. 

'No  survivors'  doesn't  fit  Margaret  Hummel 


How  incongruous  can  two  or 
ore  phrases  be? 

“Instrumental 
establishing  the 
rick  or  Treat 
ogram  of  UNI- 


“An  organizing 
ember  of  the 
ray  Panthers 


John  A.  Lovelace 


“There  are  no  survivors  . . .” 

All  three  phrases  come  from  the 
obituary  notice  of  a  woman  I  never 
met  or  heard  of  until  I  read  about 
her  death. 

According  to  a  release  from  her 
denominational  news  office,  Marga¬ 
ret  Hummel  died  recently  at  age  91 
in  a  care  center  in  Portland,  Ore. 

The  news  release  further  de¬ 
scribes  her  as  a  “distinguished 


Christian  educator  and  retired  na¬ 
tional  staff  editor  for  the  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  (U.S.A.).” 

It  was  in  connection  with  her 
work  as  supervising  editor  of  Pres¬ 
byterian  youth  materials  that  she 
hit  upon  the  annual  outings  by 
which  children  and  young  people 
collect  funds  for  UNICEF  at  Hal¬ 
loween. 

She  helped  establish  Gray  Pan- 
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thers  as  an  evidence  of  the  growing 
social  and  political  presence  of  the 
older  generation. 

So  how  can  anyone  claim  that 
“there  are  no  survivors”  of  Marga¬ 
ret  Hummel? 

Perhaps  not  in  a  biological  or  lin¬ 
eal  sense.  But  any  child  who  has  felt 
a  few  coins  jingle  into  his  or  her 
UNICEF  Trick  or  Treat  container 
or  any  refugee  or  Third  World  citi¬ 
zen  who  has  benefitted  from  UNI¬ 
CEF  programs  might  beg  to  differ 
with  that  statement. 

The  news  release  indicated  that 
“memorial  music  will  be  dedicated 
at  First  Presbyterian  Church  (Port¬ 
land)  at  a  later  date." 

I  don’t  know  what’s  on  the  pro¬ 
gram,  bpt  1  do  know  that  in  a  very 
real  sense  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
beneficiaries  of  her  good  work  are 
mute  memorials  to  Margaret  Hum¬ 
mel. 

No  survivors?  Bosh! 

— IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


asserts  that  God  prefers  some.” 

Surely,  in  our  religiously  diverse 
society  that  prescription  is  neces¬ 
sary,  wise  and  fair. 

Joseph  L.  Conn 
Silver  Spring,  Maryland 

Stand  appreciated 

Appreciation  is  in  order  for  Rob¬ 
ert  Kuyper’s  July  7  article  head¬ 
lined  “Homosexual  issues  need  less 
politics,  more  ministry.” 

Mr.  Kuyper  presents  us  with  a 
concern  for  individuals  through  a 
balanced  approach  that’s  consistent 
with  the  Bible  and  experience.  We 
need  to  hear  the  whole  truth,  in¬ 
cluding  the  possibility  that  those 
practicing  homosexuality  can  be  set 
free  by  Jesus  Christ! 

The  saving  mercy  of  Christ  for 
persons  needs  to  be  told  whether 
it’s  “politically  correct”  or  not. 

Dwight  Sullivan 
Whittier,  California 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible— book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  you  were  called  to  freedom, 
brethren;  only  do  not  use  your  free¬ 
dom  as  an  opportunity  for  the  flesh, 
but  through  love  be  servants  of  one 
another.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Proverbs  27:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  28 
Tuesday:  Psalms  29 
Wednesday:  2  Kings  13:1-13 
Thursday:  2  Kings  13:1 4-20a 
Friday:  Luke  12:13-21 
Saturday:  Colossians  3:1-11 
Sunday:  Colossians  3:12-17 


Connectionalism 

In  this  year  of  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  your  entire  congregation  and 
ministry  community  become  involved  in  the 
life  of  the  whole  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  6300079 
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SHIPMENTS  ARRIVE:  Four  supply 
shipments  recently  reached  churches  in  Cuba 
through  efforts  of  the  U.S.  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and  its  mem¬ 
ber  denominations.  Nora  Boots,  World  Division 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said  the  relief  effort  has 
been  “well-received.”  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  she  added,  has  contributed 
$20,000  and  has  committed  another  $20,000. 

MORE  AID  PLANNED:  An  interfaith 
caravan  will  deliver  medicines,  powdered  milk, 
bicycles  and  Bibles  to  Cuba  in  November.  The 
U.S.-Cuba  “Friendshipment”  is  sponsored  by 
the  Pastors  for  Peace  project  of  the  Interreli¬ 
gious  Foundation  for  Community  Organiza¬ 
tion.  A  number  of  United  Methodists  were 
involved  in  the  organization’s  previous  cara¬ 
vans  to  Nicaragua. 

MASONRY  STUDIED:  The  director  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board’s  in¬ 
terfaith  witness  department  is  taking  a  three- 
month  leave  to  produce  a  study  comparing 
Masonic  lodge  teaching  with  Christian  doctrine. 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  voted  for  the 
study  during  its  1992  meeting.  Conducting  it 
will  be  Gary  Leazer,  director  of  the  board’s  in¬ 
terfaith  witness  department  since  1987. 

WHO  ARE  UNSUNG?  A  religion  col¬ 
umnist  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  looking  for  names 
of  “unsung  clergy.”  George  R.  Plagenz  said  the 
person  he  seeks  to  cite  “drives  a  1976  Volks¬ 
wagen  bus,  buys  two-pant  suits  [and]  doesn’t  ex¬ 
cel  at  preaching  but  without  him  the  church 
could  not  have  become  the  helping,  healing 
force  it  has  always  been.”  Nominations  are  wel¬ 
come  to  Box  1951,  Columbus,  Ohio  432 lb- 
195 1.  Mr.  Plagenz’  columns  are  distributed  by 
Newspaper  Enterprise  Association. 


EDUCATOR  DIES:  The  Rev.  Alvin  N. 

Rogness,  a  leading  Lutheran  educator  and  re¬ 
tired  seminary  president,  died  July  1 9  of  a  heart 
attack  in  Park  Rapids,  Minn,  near  his  summer 
home  in  northern  Minnesota.  Dr.  Rogness,  who 
headed  Luther  Theological  Seminary  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  from  1955-74,  was  stricken  two 
days  earlier  while  driving  away  from  a  Park 
Rapids  hospital  where  he  was  being  treated  for 
skin  cancer.  He  was  86. 

BISHOP  ELECTED:  A  bishop  from  South 
Dakota  has  been  selected  lo  head  General  Theo¬ 
logical  Semindfy  in  New  York  City,  the  oldest 
seminary  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Bishop  Craig 
Barry  Anderson,  50,  who  has  been  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  of  South  Dakota  since  1984, 
becomes  the  1 1  th  dean  and  president  of  the 
175-year-old  seminary.  He  succeeds  the  Rev. 
James  C.  Fenhagen,  whose  resignation  is  effec¬ 
tive  Aug.  31. 

JURY  TRIAL  ASSURED:  Jews  for  Jesus 

has  won  the  right  to  a  jury  trial  of  its  claim  that 
the  Jewish  Community  Relations  Council  of 
New  York  acted  illegally  in  pressuring  a  kosher 
resort  to  break  a  contract  with  it  in  1987.  Jews 
for  Jesus  is  an  organization  that  urges  Jews  to 
convert  to  Christianity. 

CRITICS  TO  MEET:  In  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  conciliatory  gesture,  Anne-Imelda  Radice, 
acting  chairman  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts,  will  meet  during  August  with  the  lead¬ 
er  of  a  Christian  group  that  has  called  for  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  federal  agency.  She  has  scheduled  a 
meeting  at  her  Washington  office  Aug.  6  with 
Martin  Mawyer,  president  of  the  Christian  Ac¬ 
tion  Network  in  Lynchburg,  Va.  The  formal  get- 
together  will  be  the  first  such  encounter 
between  a  head  of  the  agency  and  a  leader  of 
one  of  the  many  conservative  Christian  groups 
that  have  denounced  the  endowment  for  mak¬ 
ing  grants  to  artists  whose  work  they  consider 
blasphemous  or  pro-homosexual. 

SCHOOL  GETS  HELP:  Pat  Robertson’s 

Christian  Broadcasting  Network  has  donated 
more  than  $  1 1 7.  million  to  his  Regent  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  in  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  largest  gift  ever  given  to  a  private  univer¬ 
sity  in  the  United  States.  The  gift  is  said  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  security  for  the  1  5-year-old 
Christian  graduate  school,  which  has  been  rely¬ 
ing  heavily  on  $6  million  a  year  in  subsidies 
from  the  network. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church-starting  spot  in  Russia  assigned 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  Louisiana  clergyman  who 
helped  found  the  first  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  Ekate¬ 
rinburg,  Russia,  is  leaving  his 
U.S.  pastorate  to  head  the 
church’s  historic  cooperative  ef¬ 
fort  to  start  new  congregations  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union. 

The  Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  will 
direct  church  development  in  Rus¬ 
sia  and  other  countries  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  beginning  Sept.  1.  He  has 
been  senior  pastor  of  the  2,700- 
member  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
La.,  since  1989. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Lou¬ 
isiana  Area),  who  appointed  Dr. 
Ramsey  to  the  Russian  project, 
told  the  Reporter  that  this  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  first  time  that  so 
many  sponsoring  groups  have 
worked  cooperatively  to  develop 
new  congregations. 

The  project  is  sponsored  joint¬ 
ly  by  the  United  Methodist  Rus¬ 
sian  initiative  pioneered  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  five  of  the  largest 
United  Methodist  congregations 
in  the  United  States. 

The  five  churches  are  First 
UMC,  Houston;  Christ  UMC, 
Memphis;  First  UMC,  Tulsa; 


Dwight  Ramsey  will 
head  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  time  so  many 
sponsoring  groups  have 
worked  cooperatively  to 
develop  new 
congregations. 

— Bishop  William  Oden 


Dwight  Ramsey 


Frazier  Memorial  UMC,  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Ala.,  and  Christ  UMC, 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla. 

Two  sources  of  funding 

The  Rev.  Randolph  P.  Nugent, 
chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
the  mission  board  will  provide 
start-up  funding  for  the  project. 
That  amount,  which  he  didn’t 
specify,  is  to  be  matched  by  con¬ 
tributions  from  the  five  initial 
sponsoring  congregations,  he  said. 

Bishop  Oden  said  Dr.  Ram¬ 
sey’s  appointment  is  the  third 
phase  of  a  three-pronged  ap¬ 
proach  to  implement  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Russian  initiative. 


The  bishop  said  the  first  phase 
was  to  assign  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor  as  the  episcopal  leader  for 
the  Russian  mission  area.  Bishop 
Minor’s  assignment  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1 992  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  May. 

The  second  phase,  Bishop 
Oden  continued,  was  to  have  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  assign  a  coordinator  to  over¬ 
see  mission  work.  The  Rev.  R. 
Bruce  Weaver,  immediate  past 
director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  coordinator  post 
earlier  this  month. 

“[Dr.  Ramsey’s  appointment] 
is  the  beginning  of  what  we  hope 


will  be  the  involvement  of  large 
numbers  of  annual  conferences, 
districts  and  local  congregations 
in  new  church  development  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union,”  said 
Bishop  Oden. 

The  bishop  explained  that  Dr. 
Ramsey’s  project  will  be  over¬ 
seen  by  a  “management  team” 
representing  the  cooperating 
partners. 

Bishop  Oden  and  Dr.  Ramsey 
said  the  team  will  include: 

/  Senior  pastors  and  lay  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  five  initial 
sponsoring  congregations; 

S  A  lay  representative  from 
Broadmoor  UMC; 

S  The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox, 
World  Evangelism  Director  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council; 

/  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Heam 
(Houston  Area),  1989-92  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries; 

/  Dr.  Nugent  and  Bishops 
Oden  and  Minor. 

Dr.  Ramsey  said  he  plans  to 
replicate  the  "Broadmoor  mod¬ 
el”  of  starting  churches  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  The  es¬ 
sence  of  this  model  is  to  link  each 
new  Russian  congregation  with 
one  in  the  U.S.  for  spiritual  and 
financial  support. 

'Global  circuit  rider' 

“I’m  going  to  be  a  kind  of  global 
circuit  rider,”  Dr.  Ramsey  told  the 


Oklahomans  take  lay-mission  tour 


Reporter.  “My  family  and  1  will 
continue  to  live  in  the  U.S.,  but 
we  haven’t  determined  where. 

“In  addition  to  the  one  in  Eka¬ 
terinburg,  I’ve  already  organized 
new  congregations  in  Moscow 
and  St.  Petersburg.” 

Made  headlines  in  1991 

Dr.  Ramsey  and  Broadmoor 
UMC  made  headlines  in  June 
1991  with  the  founding  of  the 
first  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  what  was  then  Sverd¬ 
lovsk,  Russia.  At  that  time 
Sverdlovsk,  an  industrial  center 
in  the  Ural  Mountains,  was  one 
of  the  most  closed  cities  in  the 
U.S.S.R.  because  of  its  military 
connections.  The  city  resumed 
its  historic  name  of  Ekaterinburg 
last  September  after  the  fall  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 

Broadmoor  continues  to  sup¬ 
port  the  Ekaterinburg  congrega¬ 
tion,  which  now  has  nearly  1,000 
members. 

In  addition  to  continuing  to 
serve  Dr.  Ramsey,  the  “Broad¬ 
moor  model”  of  church  develop¬ 
ment  has  been  adapted  by  a  new 
program,  “Connecting  Congrega¬ 
tions,”  founded  earlier  this  year 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

So  far,  “Connecting  Congrega¬ 
tions,"  which  is  overseen  by  Dr. 
Fox.  has  concentrated  its  work  in 
eastern  Europe. 

?  y  r  ■  y  *  > 


By  MARY  |0  NELSON 

MOSCOW— Karl  Marx,  who 
said  “Religion  is  the  opiate  of  the 
people,”  would  be  astonished  and 
dismayed  that,  after  75  years  as 
showpiece  museums,  five  major 
cathedrals  inside  the  Kremlin  walls 
are  functioning  churches  today. 

“I  never  thought  I  would  live 
until  the  churches  in  the  Kremlin 
would  be  functioning  again,” 
guide  and  translator  Lydia  Smir¬ 
nova  told  40  United  Methodists 
from  Oklahoma  City  during  a 
July  tour  of  this  ancient  seat  of 
Russian  government. 

Orthodox  give  blessing 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Oklahoma  City  and 
The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Morristown,  N.J.,  were  the  first 
two  congregations  chosen  by  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  to  send  lay  mission 
groups  to  Russia  in  June/July. 
The  mission  was  arranged  by 
Russian  cultural  exchange 
groups,  and  the  delegations  came 
with  the  blessing  of  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church. 

The  St.  Luke’s  group  spent 
eight  days  in  private  homes  of 
residents  of  Ulyanovsk,  a  city  of 
740,000  about  800  miles  east  of 
Moscow  on  the  Volga  river. 

Morristown  United  Method¬ 
ists  traveled  to  Kerch,  a  city  of 
about  100,000  in  the  southern 
reaches  of  the  former  U.S.S.R. 

Reopening  of  the  Kremlin 
churches  illustrates  the  resur¬ 
gence  of  religion  throughout  the 
former  Soviet  Union. 

In  virtually  every  village  where 
the  United  Methodist  laypeople 
traveled  they  saw  scaffolding 
around  churches  that  outlasted 
the  Communists.  Russians  are 
restoring  and  resanctifying  their 
houses  of  worship. 

Abundant  proof  that  the  Rus¬ 
sian  people  still  honor  their 
Christian  faith  was  found  by 
both  the  Oklahoma  and  New  Jer¬ 
sey  United  Methodist  mission 
groups. 


In  Kerch,  Philip  Markay,  the 
Morristown  church’s  religious 
education  director,  was  chosen  to 
be  godfather  for  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  christening  of  a  host  fam¬ 
ily’s  infant. 

"That  has  not  happened  in 
1,000  years,”  the  Rev.  Jim 
White,  the  Morristown  pastor, 
told  a  Moscow  press  conference. 

Here  to  strengthen  all 

“We  are  not  here  to  takeaway 
people  from  the  Russian  Ortho-’ 
dox  Church,”  Mr.  White  told  re¬ 
porters.  “We  are  here  to 
strengthen  all  the  religious  re¬ 
sources  of  the  former  U.S.S.R. 
We  are  here  to  strengthen  con¬ 
nections  between  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Christians  and  Protestant 
Christians.” 

When  St.  Luke’s  pastor  the 
Rev.  Robert  Long  explained  that 
more  United  Methodist  mission 
groups  would  travel  to  more  Rus¬ 
sian  cities,  a  young  man,  a  re¬ 
porter  for  a  major  Moscow 
newspaper,  rose  to  ask:  “Could 
Moscow  be  considered  one  of  the 
cities?”  Rev.  Long  responded 
that  it  could  be. 

More  than  200  Russian-language 
Bibles  sent  by  St.  Luke’s  members 
were  gratefully  received. 

One  woman  held  her  gift  to  her 
awe-filled  face  and  asked,  “This 
is  new?” 

Several  Russians  cried  when 
given  Bibles.  One  man  asked  for 
a  second  Bible  for  his  mother, 
whose  pension — equal  to  $9  per 
month  in  U.S.  money — would 
not  stretch  to  buy  one. 

About  175  Russians  came  to  a 
worship  service  the  St.  Luke’s 
group  conducted  in  Ulyanovsk. 

Mr.  Long  preached  on  the 
Prodigal  Son.  When  he  explained 
the  father’s  loving  forgiveness,  he 
said:  “That  is  what  God  is  like.” 

One  Russian  man  approached 
Mr.  Long  later  and  said  he  had 
never  heard  God  portrayed  as 
anything  other  than  a  vengeful 
punisher. 

“If  that  is  what  God  is  like,  I 
would  like  to  know  more  about 


Him,”  he  said. 

Two  Ulyanovsk  Christians 
agreed  to  teach  a  Bible  study 
group.  Several  indicated  an  inter¬ 
est  in  starting  the  first  United 
Methodist  church  in  that  city. 

One  Oklahoman,  Paula  Severe, 
wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Severe,  car¬ 
ried  Barbie  dolls  in  her  luggage,  a 
gift  from  her  granddaughter  to 
some  Ulyanovsk  child. 

Mrs.  Severe’s  Ulyanovsk  host¬ 
ess  was  a  retired  English  teacher 
who  made  it  plain  that  her  family 
were  atheists  with  no  interest  in 
Christianity. 

'My  heart  sank' 

“My  heart  sank  as  I  pondered 
staying  a  whole  week  with  people 
whose  minds  were  closed  to  the 
gospel.”  Mrs.  Severe  said.  Then 


she  learned  that  the  hostess’ 
granddaughter,  Lenna,  was  bom 
deaf.  For  years,  the  girl  had 
longed  for  a  Barbie  doll  and 
spoke  of  this  wish  almost  daily. 
Mrs.  Severe  offered  her  gift  dolls. 

The  next  evening,  these  were 
actually  presented.  The  mute 
girl,  who  is  being  taught  lip  read¬ 
ing,  struggled  to  say  thanks. 

“I  was  near  tears,"  Mrs.  Severe 
said.  "Then  I  looked  at  her 
grandmother.  Tears  were  run¬ 
ning  down  Her  face  and  she  said, 
‘There  really  is  a  God!  No  other 
way  could  such  a  thing  happen.’ 
We  were  all  crying  and  laughing 
and  hugging  that  dear  child.” 

Ms.  Nelson  is  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layperson  and  free-lance 
writer  in  Oklahoma  City. 


LOWER  PHOTO  BY  MARK  ANDERSON 

Upper  photo,  the  Rev.  Robert  Long,  pastor  of  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City,  stands  in  front  of  a  monastery  at  Zagorsk,  Russia — renamed  Sergei  for  the  saint  who 
founded  it.  Below,  scaffolding  surrounds  a  village  church  under  restoration  near  Prislinocha, 
Russia,  one  of  many  evidences  of  the  rebirth  of  religion  a  group  of  Oklahoma  United  Method¬ 
ists  discovered  there  recently  (see  accompanying  story). 


Centenarian  bishop 
enjoys  church's  greetings 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
A  thousand  United  Methodist 
tongues  joined  July  14  in  singing 
“Happy  Birthday”  to  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  oldest  living  bishop  on 
his  100th  birthday. 

By  coincidence,  retired  Bishop 
Nolan  B.  Harmon  of  Atlanta 
reached  the  century  mark  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

He  is  believed  to  be  only  the 
third  bishop  in  the  Methodist  or 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  tra¬ 
ditions  in  the  United  States  to 


reach  100. 

With  a  dozen  members  of  his 
family  looking  on,  Bishop  Har¬ 
mon  heard  colleague  bishops  hail 
him  for  his  graciousness,  his  in¬ 
tellectual  achievements  and  his 
editorial  acumen. 

The  latter,  speakers  said,  was 
demonstrated  in  his  overseeing 
two  of  the  major  United  Method¬ 
ist-published  works  in  the  past 
half  century — “The  Interpreter’s 
Bible"  and  the  "Encyclopedia  of 
World  Methodism.” 

He  also  has  written  a  number 
of  books  on  Methodist  structure 
and  served  pastorates. 


Colorado  churches  help  out-draw  Klan 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

While  some  50  members  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  raised  their  stiff¬ 
armed  salute  in  a  Colorado  Springs 
parking  lot  July  19  and  chanted 
“White  power!  White  power!  White 
power,”  250  anti-Klan  protesters 
shouted  back  across  a  wall  of  police 
officers. 

But  several  thousand  people 
found  more  positive  responses  else¬ 
where  to  the  Klan  rally  and  recruit¬ 
ment  effort. 

They  attended  some  of  the  six  fes¬ 
tivals,  concerts,  discussions  and  con¬ 
tests  organized  to  offset  the  Klan’s 
white  supremacist  message — two  of 
them  sponsored  by  United  Method¬ 


ist  churches  in  coalitions  with  other 
churches . 

About  six  weeks  earlier,  when  the 
community  learned  of  the  planned 
KKK  demonstration,  the  Rev.  Har¬ 
vey  Martz,  senior  pastor  of  Calvary 
United  Methodist  Church,  was  one 
of  the  first  to  step  forward  with  a 
plan  for  a  positive  response.  He  did 
so  at  a  meeting  of  the  city’s  Human 
Relations  Committee,  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  according  to  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  “Gazette  Telegram.” 

Mr.  Martz  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  idea  for  the  Festival  Ethnic  Di¬ 
versity,  attended  by  some  1,000 
people  at  the  Village  Green  Park 
about  10  miles  from  the  KKK  rally, 
grew  out  of  a  staff  meeting  at  the 
church. 


The  festival,  which  included  musi¬ 
cal  performances,  food  booths  and 
displays,  was  pulled  together  by  a  co¬ 
alition  of  churches,  businesses  and 
public  radio  station  KRCC.  For  four 
hours,  the  crowd  was  entertained  by 
country-western  recording  artist 
Chuck  Pyle,  rap  artist  Billie  Jean, 
rockers  Shakedown  Street,  rappers 
Drug  Free  Zone  and  Christian  music 
composer  Ken  Medema. 

Only  a  few  blocks  from  the  KKK 
rally,  some  650  people  attended  a 
concert  at  First  UMC  by  choirs  of 
two  Korean  United  Methodist 
churches,  a  Catholic  Hispanic 
choir,  and  a  black  choir  from  Den¬ 
ver  known  as  “Voices  of  Faith,” 
made  up  of  former  street  children. 

“As  people  were  leaving  the  church 


following  the  performance,”  said  the 
“Gazette  Telegram,”  “they  were 
handed  different  colored  carnations. 

“Several  flowers  were  held  by  8- 
year-old  Jenna  Boyles,  whose  fa¬ 
ther,  Roger,  said  he  had  told  her  all 
about  the  Klan — and  why  they  had 
come  to  a  rally  where  a  different 
philosophy  was  preached. 

“  ‘I  told  my  kids  ...  All  people 
are  made  in  God’s  image.’  ” 
Nevertheless,  in  Colorado  Springs, 
the  Klan  did  not  get  the  ugly  counter¬ 
demonstration  it  counts  on  for  na¬ 
tional  press  coverage,  Mr.  Martz 
said.  “They  want  violence.” 

Police  called  the  Colorado 
Springs  episode  uneventful — 
thanks,  in  part,  to  the  churches,  the 
newspaper  said. 
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New  bishops  define  their  role  in  mission 


SOME  SLIDES  STOPPED:  Growth 

efforts  to  reverse  a  24-year  membership  slide  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  brought  positive 
effects  for  1991  in  19  of  72  annual  conferences 
in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico.  Atten¬ 
dance  in  Sunday  school  and  weekly  worship 
also  increased  in  a  majority  of  conferences. 
Conferences  recording  membership  gains  were: 
Alabama- West  Florida,  up  1,898  to  136,837; 
Alaska  Missionary,  up  nine  to  3,783;  Central 
Texas,  up  31 1  to  137,468;  Desert  Southwest,  up 
48  to  51,493;  Kentucky,  up  21 1  to  78,405;  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  up  287  to  186,382;  New  Hampshire,  up 
184  to  17,632;  North  Carolina,  up  1,103  to 
219,559;  North  Georgia,  up  2,466  to  276,025; 
North  Texas,  up  1 16  to  149,406;  Oklahoma,  up 
1 ,502  to  253,880;  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary, 
up  59  to  7,896;  Puerto  Rico,  up  172  to  91,481; 
Red  Bird  Missionary,  up  92  to  1,424;  Rio  Gran¬ 
de,  up  42  to  14,815;  South  Carolina,  up  648  to 
245,548;  Tennessee,  up  128  to  112,667;  Texas, 
up  793  to  280,622;  Western  North  Carolina,  up 
1,367  to  277,444. 

FIRST  WOMAN:  An  Oklahoma  City 
clergywoman  is  the  First  Native  American  wom¬ 
en  superintendent  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Rev.  Lois  G.  Neal,  60,  a  Cherokee 
and  pastor  of  Angie  Smith  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma  City,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  a  district  superintendent  in  June  by 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon  of  Oklahoma  City. 

HANDBOOK  LISTS  SCHOOLS:  a 

new  handbook  outlining  information  on  123 
church-related  schools,  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties,  and  several  financial-aid  programs,  will  be 
released  in  August  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try.  The  handbook  provides  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  on  88  four-year  colleges  and  universities, 
12  two-year  colleges,  13  schools  of  theology, 
nine  college  preparatory  schools  and  one  profes¬ 
sional  school.  The  book  will  also  offer  students- 
suggestions  on  choosing  a  college  and  applying 
for  Financial  aid  through  the  United  Methodist 
loans  and  scholarships  program. 

GRANT  RECEIVED:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
received  a  $99,600  grant  from  Lilly  Endowment 
Inc.  to  research  and  write  case  studies  of  success¬ 
ful  community  development  efforts  in  which  local 
religious  institutions  are  key  sponsors.  The  one- 
year  project  will  include  profiles  of  selected  hous¬ 
ing  and  economic  development  partnerships 
started  two  years  ago  with  seed  money  frpm  the 
Indianapolis-based  Lilly  Endowment. 

THANKS,  WILLARD:  The  100th  birth¬ 
day  of  retired  Bishop  Nolan  Harmon  drew  na¬ 
tional  attention  July  14  when  he  was 
congratulated  on  NBC’s  “Today”  show  by 
weatherman  Willard  Scott.  Mr.  Scott  regularly 
salutes  centenarians  on  the  air. 

BISHOP,  WIFE  HURT:  Retired  Bishop 

and  Mrs.  Wayne  Clymer  were  injured  July  13  en 
route  to  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  in  Adrian,  Mich.  The  Clymers  were 
driving  from  their  home  in  Indiana  when  their 
car  was  hit  by  another  car.  Both  were  treated  at 
a  hospital.  They  arrived  in  Adrian  the  day  after 
the  conference  started  with  “bumps  and 
bruises,”  said  Mrs.  Clymer,  a  retired  nurse. 
Their  car  was  demolished. 

MATCH  MADE:  The  United  Methodist 
North  Dakota  and  South  Dakota  Annual  Con¬ 
ferences  have  received  overwhelming  approval 
to  merge  by  January  1994.  Representatives  of 
the  two  conferences  convinced  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  delegates  recently  that  because  of 
the  independent  natures  of  Dakotans,  the  two 
conferences  hadn’t  hinged  their  merger  on  a 
plan.  Instead,  they  agreed  to  merge  and  to  work 
together  until  they  iron  out  the  details. 


Bishop  Kenneth  L.  Carder  (Nash¬ 
ville  Area):  “As  a  bishop.  I  will 
not  cease  to  be  a  pastor  but  will 
just  transfer  my 
congregation  to 
a  larger  area.  I 
see  my  election 
as  bishop  as  a 
call  to  help  the 
church  discern 
God's  vision 
for  the  world. 

This  is  God’s  vision,  not  my  vi¬ 
sion.  I’m  committed  to  open  itin¬ 
eracy,  to  re-connecting  with  the 
poor  and  to  developing  strategies 
to  proclaim  in  word  and  deed  the 
meaning  of  grace  within  the 
church.” 


Bishop  Robert  E.  Fannin  (Bir¬ 
mingham  Area):  “It  is  time  for  us 
to  re-capture — or  capture — in  a 
new  way  a 
sense  of  evan¬ 
gelism  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion.  Our  ef¬ 
forts  should  be 
wholistic  in 
terms  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ  and  show 
a  deep  understanding  about  what 
it  means  to  be  the  church.  That 
includes  concern  about  the 
church’s  membership  loss,  the 
morale  of  ministers  and  diluting 
the  strength  of  our  connections 
by  not  focusing  on  our  commit¬ 
ment.” 

Bishop  Joel  N.  Martinez  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area):  “The  first  of  my 
driving  motivations  is  to  respond 
to  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  its 
involvement  in 
all  life.  I  will 
challenge  peo¬ 
ple  to  not  fear 
crossing  soci¬ 
etal  and  eco¬ 
nomic  borders 
so  the  world  can  be  transformed 
into  a  world  of  God’s  children. 
Lay  and  clergy  would  know  that 
mission  means  being  open  to 
crossing  boundaries.  I  will  give 
some  quality  time  to  ecumenical 
work,  and  I  will  pound  the  table 
about  stewardship.” 

Bishop  Donald  A.  Ott  (Michigan 
Area):  “The  church  needs  to  be 
‘midwives’  to 
God’s  creativ¬ 
ity  in  the  same 
way  the  He¬ 
brew  midwives 
were,  by  defy¬ 
ing  pharaoh’s 
order  and  help¬ 
ing  God’s  cre¬ 
ativity  in  the  birth  of  Moses.  We 
need  to  be  prepared  for  what 
comes  and  to  be  ready  to  help 
bring  a  new  mission  into  being. 
For  examples,  I  think  of  two 
ministries  in  Milwaukee:  an  ecu¬ 
menical  network  of  churches 
working  with  at-risk  children  to 
prevent  dropping  out  of  school 
and  a  network  of  congregations 
working  as  community  dispute 
mediators.” 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  In  a  recent 
editorial,  the  Reporter  called 
for  “mission-formed"  leaders, 
that  is,  bishops  and  others 
whose  lives  are  shaped  by  a 
sense  of  God's  mission  (see 
UMR,  June  26).  As  follow-up, 
we  asked  each  newly  elected 
bishop  at  the  five  jurisdictional 
conferences  about  his  or  her 
mission  as  an  episcopal  leader. 
Here  are  their  responses: 


Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim  (New 
York  West  Area):  “The  total  Ko- 
rean-American  community  has  a 
mission.  We’ve 
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been  a  people 
in  ‘diaspora’ 

[scattered  out¬ 
side  one’s 
homeland].  The 
Korean- 
American  pop- 
ulation  is  A  HH 

increasing.  I  decided  long  ago 
that  1  had  a  place  as  a  bridge- 
builder.  As  bishop,  I  intend  to 
carry  on  that  role  at  a  different 
level  by  helping  to  build  bridges 
between  the  Korean-American 
community  and  the  rest  of  the 
church.” 


Bishop  Marshall  L.  Meadors  Jr. 

(Mississippi  Area):  “My  major 
concerns  have  been  evangelism 
and  mission. 

The  symbols  in 
my  mind  have 
been  of  a  warm 
heart  and  a 
helping  hand, 
particularly 
families  and 
children.  We 
need  to  be  children-friendly. 
We've  got  to  be  committed  to 
children  to  be  committed  to  the 
needs  of  the  community.” 

Bishop  A.  Frederick  Mutti  (Kan¬ 
sas  Area):  “My  model  for  being  a 
bishop  includes  involvement  in 
the  global 
church,  such  as 
ministries  of 
nurturing, 
teaching,  pasto¬ 
ral  care,  and 
loving  people. 

I’m  convinced 
that  what  lifts 
morale  is  programming  that’s  ex¬ 
citing  and  vital.” 

Bishop  Joe  A.  Wilson  (Fort 
Worth  Area):  “I’m  committed  to 
rediscovering  evangelical  procla¬ 
mation,  to 
bringing  about 
redemptive  so¬ 
cietal  changes, 
to  the  care  and 
feeding  of  the 
local  church,  to 
visionary  long- 
range  planning 
and  to  membership  growth.” 


Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  (Den¬ 
ver  Area):  Internally,  1  want  to  be 
in  mission  with  the  church  to 
find  ways  to  re¬ 
organize, 
streamline  and 
simplify  our 
structures.  It  is 
time  for  fresh 
new  approaches 
while  honoring 
our  traditions. 

But  we  must  go  beyond  the 
church.  The  needs  of  the  world 
are  dramatic.  I  want  to  find  ways 
for  us  to  be  better  stewards.” 


Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  (North¬ 
west  Texas-New  Mexico  Area): 
“I  will  bring  an  emphasis  to 
bridge-building. 

We  have 
chasms  in  rela¬ 
tionships  we 
need  to  bridge. 

I  don’t  know 
how  I’ll  do  it, 
but  I  want  all 
people  to  know 
we  are  all  related  and  connected. 
I  will  bring  a  philosophy  that  no 
person  has  to  remain  where  he  or 
she  is.  I  model  that.” 


Bishop  William  W.  Morris  (Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Area):  “We 
need  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  our 
mission  is  in 
the  Book  of 
Matthew:  ‘Go 
and  make  disci¬ 
ples.’  We  are 
going  to  have  to 
re-learn  that. 

That’s  what  we  are  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  for.  All  of  us — not  just  staff 
persons — are  evangelists.” 


Bishop  Sharon  Z.  Rader  (Wis¬ 
consin  Area):  “We  must  become 
more  fully  the 
heading  out  to 
the  world  to 
embody  God 
known  in 
Christ.  1  think 
when  we  do 
that  we  will  ex¬ 
cite  people  to 
want  to  know 
who  we  are.  Then  we  can  invite 
them  to  come  see  who  we  are.  I 
hope  we’re  in  the  process  of 
learning  a  new  language — to 
share  the  Gospel  in  the  language 
of  our  times  and  of  the  future.” 


people  who  are 
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READING,  Pa.— Newly  elected  Bishop  Hae-Jong  Kim,  the 
church's  first  Korean-American  episcopal  leader,  is  escorted  to 
the  platform  following  his  election  by  retiring  Bishop  C.  Dale 
White  (left)  and  retired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Nichols. 


Bjshop  Ann  B.  Sherer  (Missouri 
Area):  “My  mission  is  to  be  a 
United  Methodist  elder  who 
serves  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  bishop. 

My  primary 
role  will  be  to 
articulate  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  who 
God  calls  us  to 
be  as  the 
church.  My  pri¬ 
mary  actions  will  be  to  share  that 
vision,  invite  others  to  share  that 
vision,  and  together  shape  the 
church.  I  am  a  ‘program’  person. 
It’s  important  to  develop  struc¬ 
tures.  We  need  skills,  and  pro¬ 
grams  are  one  way  we  build  those 
skills.” 

Bishop  Charles  W.  Jordan  (Iowa 
Area):  “We  need  to  loosen  our¬ 
selves  from  preoccupation  with 
survival  and  be¬ 
come  the 
church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  When 
we  are  clear 
about  our  iden¬ 
tity,  we  will  be 
willing  to  be  an 
organism  con¬ 
cerned  with  improving  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  life  for  all  the  human  family 
as  well  as  saving  souls.  We’ll  be  a 
genuinely  inclusive  church  will¬ 
ing  to  turn  the  world  around!” 


Bishop  S.  Clifton  Ives  (West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Area):  “I  sense  a  transition 
underway  in  what  leadership 
means.  Others 
of  us  and  I  will 
be  working 
through  that 
transition  and 
what  it  means 
to  be  episcopal 
leaders.  For  my 
part,  I’ve  been 
impressed  with  a  lot  that’s  been 
written  about  ‘servant  leader¬ 
ship,’  particularly  Max  Dupree’s 
idea  of  leadership  as  an  art 
whose  First  task  is  to  ‘deFme  reali¬ 
ty’  and  the  last  is  to  ‘say  thank 
you’  to  those  one  would  lead.” 


Bishop  Raymond  H.  Owen  (San 
Antonio  Area):  “The  First  of  the 
great  needs  of  the  church  is  to  be 
focused  again. 

Nothing  of  sub¬ 
stance  happens 
until  someone 
is  willing  to 
take  risks.  That 
includes  mak¬ 
ing  priorities  of 
stewardship, 
worship  and  a  deliberate  effort  to 
be  about  nurturing  our  souls.  I 
will  move  immediately  to  con¬ 
nect  local  churches  to  some  mis¬ 
sion  project.” 


CLASSIFIED 


LATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words  to  your 
opy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert.  Cash 
nust  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis- 
lg  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Income  for 

able  bodied  couple.  Managerial/housekeeping 
skills.  Flexible  hours/being  with  people.  Small 
salary  plus  small  apartment  on  Methodist  proper¬ 
ty.  Deadline:  September  30.  Written  application/ 
references:  AHC,  2918  Dantzler  Ave..  Moss 
Point.  MS  39563. 


ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR.  Wyoming 

Conference  (Albany  Area).  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Primary  responsibility  in  the  areas  of 
planning;  program  implementation  with  local 
churches  and  district  councils;  leadership  devel¬ 
opment  and  training;  cooperative  parish  minis¬ 
try;  promotion  of  quadrennial  conference 
emphasis.  Bachelor’s  degree  or  equivalent  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Good  written  and  verbal  skills. 
Understanding  of  UMC  structure  helpful.  Minor¬ 
ities  and  women  encouraged  to  apply.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Council  Director. 
Wyoming  Conference  Center.  3  Orchard  Road, 
Binghamton.  NY  13905.  Application  deadline: 
September  I.  1992. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION:  Full-time  Di¬ 

rector  of  Youth  Ministries  wanted  for  strong  youth 
program  in  1 300  member  growing  church  located 
in  university  community,  county-seat  town  be¬ 
tween  San  Antonio  and  Austin.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume/references  to  Rev.  Bill  Henderson. 
1 29  W.  Hutchison.  San  Marcos.  TX  78666. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  half¬ 

time.  to  work  with  children,  youth,  and  adult 
ministries  in  this  active  600-member  congrega¬ 
tion.  Contact:  Hinsdale  UMC.  945  S.  Garfield. 
Hinsdale.  IL  60521.  (708)  325-1280. 


FULUTIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

for  2800-member  church.  Southeast  Florida  coast. 
Experience  preferred.  Contact:  Search  Committee, 
First  UMC.  P  O  Box  539.  Stuart.  FL  34995. 


ENJOY  TRAVELING?  Visit  China  and  Hong 
Kong  November  9-23  and  do  your  Christmas 
shopping!  in  1993.  Cruise  Hawaii.  January  9-18 
or  tour  Israel.  March  18-27  (intcrgencrational). 
Free  brochure.  Experienced  travel  hosts.  Dr.  Cec¬ 
il  Potticger.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21701. 
(301)696-8370. 


DCE.  GROWING,  VITAL  1700-MEMBER 

church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children's,  young  adult  and  family  ministries, 
plus  adult  Sunday  school.  Requires  proven  expe¬ 
rience.  enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers;  relate  to  and 
communicate  with  other  staff  and  a  dedicated 
Christian  discipleship.  Send  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Fountain  City  UMC,  212  Hotel 
Ave.,  Knoxville.  TN  37918. 


EDITOR:  RESPONSE  MAGAZINE  for  United 
Methodist  Women.  Monthly,  except  J/A.  Re¬ 
quirements:  3  to  5  years  in  magazine  editing/writ¬ 
ing.  Master's  degree  in  journalism  or  English. 
Responsibilities:  Editing,  planning  content,  su¬ 
pervising  work  with  writers,  designer,  photogra¬ 
phers.  printer.  Some  travel.  Contact:  Human 
Resources.  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Room  1476,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
NY.  NY  10115. 


RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 
for  dynamic,  I  1 00-member  church  in 
Jacksonville.  FL.  Part-time  position,  approxi¬ 
mately  20  hours  per  week.  Responsibilities  would 
be  in  the  areas  of  hospital  visitation,  new  mem¬ 
ber  visitation,  congregational  care,  and  occasion¬ 
al  preaching.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing  may  be 
provided.  Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce.  Jr.,  Orte¬ 
ga  United  Methodist  Church,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. ‘ 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES  for 
1 100  church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  to  plan,  de¬ 
velop.  and  coordinate  church  programs  and  edu¬ 
cational  ministries  in  a  young  dynamic,  growing 
church.  Full-time  position.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience.  Housing  provided.  Insur¬ 
ance  and  pension  benefits  also.  Degree  and  expe¬ 
rience  in  Christian  education  or  equivalent  is 
desired.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor.  Ortega 
United  Methodist  Church.  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  Preschool/MDO 
program.  For  more  information,  please  call:  Mis¬ 
sion  Bend  Methodist  Day  School,  Houston,  TX, 
(713)879-6868. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  con¬ 
gregation  in  comprehensive  university  communi¬ 
ty.  Two  Sunday  services  averaging  550  total 
attendance.  Qualities:  strong  interpersonal  skills, 
knowledge  of  United  Methodist  tradition,  dynam¬ 
ic  leadership,  ability  to  motivate  choirs,  promote 
\congregational  involvement.  Applicant  should 
work  well  with  all  ages  and  multiple  staff  team, 
and  promote  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles  and 
groups.  Bachelor's  degree  required,  master’s  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  cover  letter  addressing  professional 
goals,  resume,  and  references  by  October  1  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  400  West  Seventh.  Stillwater.  OK  74074. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  2600-MEMBER 
church.  Responsible  for  comprehensive  music 
ministry.  Bachelor  of  music  required,  master  of 
music  preferred.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  by  September  15,  1992  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  2503  Athlonc,  Fort  Smith.  AR  72903. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRIES  TO  Youth  and 

their  families  for  2600-member  church.  Active 
program  in  place,  1 50  youth  average  attendance. 
Send  resume  by  August  5th  to:  First  UMC,  200 
North  1 5th.  Fort  Smith,  AR  72901. 


MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  800-member  church. 
First  UMC.  Joshua,  TX.  Salary.  S8.040  yearly,  20 
plus  hours  per  week.  Looking  for  skilled  dedicat¬ 
ed  person  to  minister  to  our  youth.  Contact: 
Mike  Ramsdell,  First  UMC  Joshua,  Box  376, 
Joshua,  TX  76058,  (8 1 7)  645-3 1 83. 


BRING  THE  WORLD  TO  YOUR  HOME!  Host 
an  exchange  student!  Caring  families  are  needed 
for  students  arriving  in  August.  Share  an  unfor¬ 
gettable  family  experience  while  making  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  world  peace.  Students  are  fully  insured 
and  bring  their  own  spending  money.  Open  your 
hearts  and  your  home.  Call:  EF  Foundation  toll- 
free  I -800-44-SHARE.  


RUSSIA  ST.  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 
Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study 
programs.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and 
Seattle  $1,695  to  Si. 995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 
72 1 3.  Shrewsbury.  NJ  07702. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  S165  week.  S525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvillc, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, 


LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  UNITED  Methodist 
church  in  the  Fort  Worth  Episcopal  Area  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  minister  of  music.  Salary  range  of 
S30.000  -  S35.000  depending  on  qualifications. 
Send  resume  and  application  to:  UMR.  Dept. 
TT.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


Bishops'  terms  range  to  24  years 


From  staff  and  news  reports 

“The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  the  office  and  work 
of  a  bishop.” 

With  these  traditional  words 
from  the  consecration  liturgy  for 
United  Methodist  bishops,  one  of 
the  youngest  and  most  diverse  class¬ 
es  of  newly  elected  episcopal  leaders 
assumed  in  mid-July  lifetime  posts 
in  the  denomination  that  counts  al¬ 
most  8.9  million  members  in  the 
United  States. 

Among  the  50  active  bishops  in 
the  United  States,  the  church  now 
has  nine  who  are  black,  two  Hispan- 
ic-American  and  two  Asian-Ameri- 
can  for  a  total  of  13  racial-  and 
ethnic-minority  episcopal  leaders. 
This  is  a  gain  of  one  from  the  most 
recent  elections  of  bishops  in  1988. 

Three  women  were  elected — the 
first  in  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  the  fourth  in  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  and  the  second  in  the  Western. 
Eight  women  have  been  elected 
since  the  church’s  first  in  1980.  Six 
are  active,  one  is  retired  and  one  is 
deceased. 

Bishops  elected  this  year  range  in 


age  from  45  to  60,  with  an  average 
age  of  54.  Most  of  the  16  can  serve 
12-16  years  before  mandatory  re¬ 
tirement,  and  one  is  eligible  for  24 
years. 

Bishops’  names  are  listed  in  the 
church’s  Book  of  Discipline  in  the 
order  of  their  election. 

Though  this  custom  of  listing  has 
no  explicit  disciplinary  significance, 
it  has  pragmatic  meaning  within  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

One  bishop  is  understood  to  have 
"seniority”  over  another  based  on 
the  date  and  time  of  election  and  to 
be  accorded  certain  preferences  on 
a  “first  come,  first  served”  basis. 

Following  is  the  order  of  election 
of  the  church’s  newest  bishops  as  it 
will  appear  in  the  1 992  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  and  the  apparent  maximum 
number  of  four-year  terms  each 
may  serve  as  an  active  bishop  be¬ 
fore  mandatory  retirement: 


Alfred  L.  Norris . 3 

Joe  A.  Wilson . 3 

Robert  E.  Fannin . 3 

Ann  B.  Sherer . 4 

A.  Frederick  Mutti . 3 

Raymond  H.  Owen . 2 

Joel  N.  Martinez . 4 


Donald  A.  Ott . 4 

Kenneth  L.  Carder . 4 

Hae-Jong  Kim . 3 

William  W.  Morris . 3 

Marshall  L.  Meadors  Jr . 2 

Charles  W.  Jordan . 2 

Sharon  Z.  Rader . .4 

S.  Clifton  Ives . 3 

Mary  Ann  Swenson . 6 


Six  of  the  first  seven — Bishops 
Norris,  Wilson,  Sherer,  Mutti, 
Owen  and  Martinez — were  elected 
by  the  South  Central  jurisdiction  in 
a  historic  six-in-one-day  event. 

Even  though  Bishops  Mutti, 
Owen  and  Martinez  were  all  elected 
on  the  same  ballot,  they  will  be  list¬ 
ed  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  in  the 
order  in  which  their  elections  were 
announced.  The  order  of  announce¬ 
ment  was  determined  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  total  votes  each  received  on 
the  final  electing  ballot. 

Of  the  16  new  episcopal  leaders, 
1 1  were  pastors,  four  were  district 
superintendents  and  one  was  a  sem¬ 
inary  president.  Tennessee  can 
claim  the  most  natives — three. 

Robert  Lear  of  United  Methodist 
News  Service  contributed  to  this  re¬ 
port. 
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Can 

We 

Talk? 


Rev.  Bobby  Potter 
Superintendent 
Shreveport  District 

The  title  of  my  article  is  an  expression  from  one  of  today’s  popular  comedi¬ 
ennes.  She  means,  can  we  put  aside  niceties  and  discuss  an  issue  with  absolute 
candor  and  directness? 

Can  we  talk  about  the  apportionments,  the  askings  or  whatever  else  you  call 
them  in  your  church?  Why  do  we  have  them?  How  do  they  function?  Where  do 
they  come  from?  Who  authorized  them?  And  the  most  asked  question  of  all,  do 
we  have  to  pay  them? 

1  trust  that  we  have  all  heard  and  responded  positively  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  We  are  God’s  people.  We  are  those  who  have  received  mercy  —  God’s 
grace.1  (I  Peter  2:10.)  Thus  we  have  joined  ourselves  to  a  local  congregation  in 
order  to  be  a  part  of  the  body  of  Christ  in  the  world.  That  local  church  has  a 
mission  to  its  local  parish  but  also  to  the  entire  world. 

Remember  John  Wesley’s  words,  “The  world  is  my  parish.”  We  United 
Methodists  are  thus  connected  with  others  of  our  denomination  and,  in  fact,  all 
Christians  around  the  world  in  order  that  we  may  respond  with  a  global  mis¬ 
sion  program.  There  is  great  strength  and  effectiveness  in  being  a  part  of  a 
larger  whole.  We  are  able  then  to  do  what  we  could  never  do  as  one  local 
church.  As  one  example:  when  a  natural  disaster  occurs  clear  across  the  globe, 
we  want  to  reach  out  with  care  and  love  to  those  who  have  been  effected.  The 
only  way  that  is  possible  is  through  the  larger  church  structures. 

Simply  speaking,  our  apportionments  fund  our  connectional  ministries.  The 
total  expense  that  is  apportioned  out  to  the  churches  is  adopted  by  representa¬ 
tives  (Annual  and  General  Conference  delegates)  of  the  local  churches  who 
were  elected  by  the  local  congregations. 

The  “portion”  of  the  connectional  expense  that  is  “asked  “  of  a  local  congre¬ 
gation  is  simple  their  fair  share  of  the  total  expense.  Then  each  church  has  the 
decision  of  setting  its  own  annual  budget  which  includes  the  apportionments. 

You  don’t  expect  some  other  church  to  pay  your  utility  bills  or  your  pastor’s 
salary.  Your  part  of  the  connectional  costs  are  in  the  same  way  your  responsi¬ 
bility.  Almost  everyone  I  know  sincdWfy'tVflWS'W  pay  his  or  her  own  part,  not 
have  someone  else  pay  it. 

Now  1  know  there  are  times  when  we  are  unable  to  do  what  we  have  intended 
to  do,  but  that  should  be  an  exception  not  the  rule.  That  should  only  be  a  tem¬ 
porary  occurrence  not  a  pattern  of  life.  We  should  plan  for  our  overall  expendi¬ 
tures  in  a  realistic  manner  so  that  we  can  meet  all  of  our  responsibilities  in  the 
future. 

Can  we  talk?  I  genuinely  hope  so. 


Simsboro  UMC  Moves 
To  Renovate  and  Expand 


Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 


In  the  interest  of  I 
public  education,  [ 

Simsboro  UMC 
ias  sold  property 
to  the  school  board 
and  has  moved  the 
church  for  the | 
third  time  to  ac-  _ 
commodate  the  ’ 
nearby  growing 
Simsboro  High  School,  the  Rev.  Lloyd 
Scott  said.  “In  return,  they  have  offered 
us  whatever  we  have  needed  for  meet¬ 
ing  rooms  and  activities.  The  church 
and  community  have  worked  hand-in- 
hand.” 

The  church  has  a  dream  and  will  not 
et  go  of  it. 

“For  23  years  the  congregation  has 
wanted  to  move  the  existing  building 
and  build  a  new  church  on  two  acres 
[hey  own  close  to  Interstate  20,”  Scott 
said.  An  additional,  adjoining  acre  was 


recently  given  to  the  church. 

The  church  plans  to  extend  the  old 
building  and  completely  redo  it  and  as 
money  comes  in  to  build  a  new  sanctu¬ 
ary.  Phase  I,  moving,  renovating  and  ex¬ 
panding  the  church,  is  costing  about 
$140,000  and  Phase  II,  construction  of 
the  new  sanctuary,  is  expected  to  cost 
about  $  1 75,000,  Scott  mentioned. 

The  church  has  85  members  with  an 
average  attendance  of  45.  The  minister 
said  the  area  is  beginning  to  grow  and  it 
is  the  only  UM  church  in  the  area.  “It 
is  estimated  that  over  half  of  the  com¬ 
munity  is  unchurched  or  not  in 
church,”  the  minister  said.  “The  con¬ 
gregation  hopes  to  revitalize  the  church 
and  the  community.” 

Scott  added,  “The  church  has  been 
faithful  in  its  apportionments  and  has 
helped  to  put  lots  of  preachers  through 
school.” 


Ekaterinburg 
Residents 
Are  Grateful 

This  past  spring  all  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodism  was  truly  united  in 
a  project  to  collect  food  to  send  to  the 
people  of  Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  Al¬ 
though  Louisiana  had  redbud  trees  and 
azaleas  in  bloom,  there  was  still  snow 
on  the  ground  in  the  Russian  city  at  the 
foot  of  the  Ural  Mountains  and  many 
people  were  hungry. 

Clergy  and  laity,  small  and  large  con¬ 
gregations,  town  and  country  United 
Methodists,  plus  other  persons  in  the 
Louisiana  communities  cooperated  in  a 
heartwarming  way  to  collect  and  send 
food  to  the  Russians  in  that  city  with  a 
population  of  1.5  million. 

Food  Lift 

Over  140  tons  of  food  was  collected 
and  boxed  in  the  state  for  the  Russia 
Food  Lift.  The  international  good-will 
and  Christ’s  love  illustrated  by  the  gifts 
was  immeasurable. 

People  all  over  the  state  have  been  re¬ 
ceiving  thank-you  letters  from  the  grate¬ 
ful  people  of  Ekaterinburg. 

Participants  in  churches  from  many 
parishes  have  asked  about  the  arrival  of 
the  food  in  Russia.  From  Lafayette  and 
Baton  Rouge,  two  collection  points,  the 
food  from  surrounding  areas,  collected 
by  March  27  went  to  the  Port  of  Hous¬ 
ton  where  it  was  loaded  aboard  ships  on 
April  8  for  tfie  long  voyage. 

In  New  York,  Elinor  Barnes,  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Emergency  Response,  said 
the  four  huge  containers  of  food  sailed 
on  the  Vessel  Quality  V  250,  with  Sea- 
land  Lines.  They  were  receivfed  in  Rus¬ 
sia  on  MayTS. 

At  Barksdale  Air  Force  Base  near 
Shreveport,  where  in  previous  times  an 
approaching  Russian  plane  would  have 
been  cause  for  alarm,  a  Russian  trans¬ 
port  landed.  The  plane  was  filled  with 
food  and  medical  supplies  to  be  flown 
to  Ekaterinburg. 


Polish  Pastor 

Barnes  said  the  UMCOR  shipments 
of  food  from  throughout  Louisiana  and 
other  states  were  met  in  Russia  by  a 
UM  Polish  pastor,  the  Rev.  Adam 
Kuczma.  He  was  overseer  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  in  Moscow  and  six  other  cities 
including  Ekaterinburg. 

In  that  city,  Lydia  Istomina  and  her 
congregation  helped  in  getting  the  food 
to  the  neediest  people.  She  is  lay  pastor 
of  the  UM  Church  formed  there  in  1990 
by  Louisiana  United  Methodists.  (See 
her  letter  of  thanks  on  this  page). 

By  June,  United  States  UM  members 
had  shipped  about  100,100  boxes  of 
food  to  the  former  Soviet  Union,  the 
Rev.  Bruce  Weaver,  former  interim 
chief  executive  of  UMCOR,  said.  In  ad- 
dition,  United  Methodists  donated 
$850,000  in  cash,  which  will  be  used  for 
development  projects  and  for  bulk  food 
purchases  in  the  fall. 

Louisiana  UM  members  will  contin¬ 
ue  their  interest  in  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Russia  and  in  the  formation  of 
additional  churches. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Rev.  Dan  Washington  Jr.,  pastor, 
the  officers  and  members  of  Mason 
UMC,  Berwick,  named  Laura  Chatman, 
Mother  of  the  Church.”  Known  as 
Aunt  Laura,  she  is  93  years  old,  a  life- 
ong  resident  of  Berwick  and  has  been  a 
member  of  Mason  Church  since  an  ear- 
y  age.  Earlier  this  year  on  her  birthday, 
she  was  “Queen  for  a  Day”  at  the 
church.  The  mother  of  four  daughters 
and  one  grandson,  she  has  many  family 
members  and  friends  in  the  area,  Cyn¬ 
thia  Ballet,  the  church’s  reporter, 
writes. 

*  *  • 

Dr.  Robert  P.  Bareikis,  who  has  a 
ph.d  degree  from  Harvard,  collects  17th 
and  18th  Century  German  books  and  is 
licensed  jet,  helicopter  and  glider  pi- 
ot,  has  been  named  dean  of  the  College 
at  Centenary.  His  special  research  inter¬ 
est  is  in  German  literature  and  Europe¬ 
an  culture  of  the  17th  and  18th 
Centuries.  His  collection  of  books  on 
the  subject  includes  many  rare  ones.  He 
has  studied  at  the  universities  of  Mu¬ 
nich  and  Goettingen  in  Germany. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  Blackwater  UMC,  where 


Laura  Chatman 

the  pastors  are  the  Rev.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
and  the  Rev.  Michi  Head  have  as  their 
summer  mission,  service  to  the  children 
of  Rockwood,  Tenn.  The  community  of 


Some  residents  of  Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  are  pictured  as  they  lined  up  to  wait  in  the  snow  outside  a  store  to  buy 
milk.  Another  group  waited  in  line  to  buy  bread.  Lines  frequently  form  in  the  city  wherever  staple  foods  become 
available. 


Letter  of  Thanks  from  Lydia 
For  Gifts  To  Russian  People 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters, 

When  I  say  these  words,  I  feel  there  are  no  boundaries  for  them.  We  are  all 
together  in  God’s  hands.  When  we  pray  to  God,  we  need  no  interpreters.  Our 
souls  speak  with  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

1  am  convinced  that  love  is  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world.  We  love  Jesus 
Christ  and  we  try  to  do  what  is  best  for  one  another.  We  love  our  friends  in 
Broadmoor  and  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Church.  This  love  moves  us 
to  look  for  the  best  way  to  help  people.  We  are  learning  from  the  experiences 
of  our  Christian  brothers  and  sisters  with  God  beside  us  along  the  way.  That 
is  why  our  church  has  grown  very  quickly  from  20  members  in  July  1990  to 
about  980  members. 

We  felt  your  love  when  we  received  the  letters  from  the  many  cities  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  . . .  Your  caring  and  prayers  warmed  our  hearts  and  souls  . . .  The  food 
and  medical  supplies  meant  so  much  to  the  people  of  Russia  during  this  time 
of  crisis.  _ 

Many  of  the  events  that  have  occurred  \smce  1991  arc  first-lijme  events  fef- 

us: 

The  first  Easter  telecast  from  Russia  in  history. 

The  first  flight  from  America  to  the  Ural  region  ...  the  plane  landing  in 
Ekaterinburg.  Three  brave  Methodists  from  Broadmoor  arrived  with  this  air¬ 
plane:  James  Gillespie.  'Larry  Hiller  and  David  Hochstetler  who  took  part  in 
the  unloading  and  distribikidn  of  the  food  boxes  and  medical  supplies. 

For  the  ffftt  time  members  of  the  churdh  refused  the  help  of  the  region  and 
city  councils  and  did  everything  themselves  —  transportation,  protection 
and  distribution  of  food  and  medicine. 

Our  Ekaterinburg  Methodists  worked  hard  each  day  . . .  taking  food  boxes 
directly  to  families. 

People  cried  and  asked,  “Who  are  you?  Who  told  you  about  us?” 

When  we  explained  who  had  sent  the  food  they  said,  “This  food  is  truly  a 
gift  from  God!” 

People  prayed  and  blessed  all  of  you  —  our  American  brothers  and  sisters. 

It  was  very  painful  to  see  the  eyes  of  the  old  people,  sick  children  with  cancer, 
diabetes  and  cerebral  paralysis.  The  people  were  afraid  to  believe  that  all  this 
food  was  for  them. 

Each  box  contained  a  letter  from  an  American  family.  It  was  very  impor¬ 
tant  for  everyone  to  read  these  letters  with  words  of  blessings  and  love. 

“With  rpve  £nd  hope,  this  gift  of  food  has  been  prepared  for  you,”  they 
,  read. 

,  ,  I  ani  grateful  to  all  of  you  for  these  people  who  never  thought  about  God 
,  and  who  never  prayed.  Thank  you  for  reminding  them  who  God  is  and  what 
is  the  most  important  thing  in  the  world. 

Thank  you  for  your  love.  God’s  blessings  to  you  and  to  your  families. 

—  Lydia  Istomina,  lay  pastor  of  Ekaterinburg  UMC,  Russia. 


Russian 
Student 
Pens  Note 


(A  student  wrote  the  following  thank- 
you  letter  in  English,  telling  something 
about  his  family.  The  spelling  and  the 
wording  are  his  own.  The  envelope  he 
addressed  is  reproduced  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page) 

Dear  Friend: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  parcel 
with  foods.  This  is  a  pleasant  and  valu¬ 
able  gift.  Your  help  brought  much  joy  to 
--our  femily. 


I  decided  to  write  you  a  letter  and  to 
tell  you  a  few  words  about  myself  and 
my  family.  I  am  18.  I  have  a  junior 
brother  —  he  is  1 6.  I  live  together  with 
my  mother  and  grannie.  I  am  a  third 
year  student  of  the  strings  department 
at  a  musical  college.  I  play  the  alt.  My 
brother  studies  in  the  ninth  form  in  the 
high  musical  school  of  the  conserva¬ 
toire.  He  plays  the  violin.  Now  we  are 
having  our  exams.  Besides  I  sing  in  the 
boys  and  young  men  quire  of  the  Ekate¬ 
rinburg  conservatoire.  Sometimes  we 
sing  during  the  sermons  conducted  by 
pastors  of  the  Methodist  Christian 
Church  from  your  country.  We  love  to 
sing  church  hymns. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind 
attention. 

Best  regards, 
Volodya  Zinchenko 


about  5,000  persons  is  located  50  miles 
west  of  Knoxville.  Since  there  has  been 
a  decline  in  mining,  the  town's  major 
industry,  there  is  much  unemployment 
and  poverty.  Churches  have  struggled 
and  many  have  dissolved. 

A  Bible  study  and  activities  day  camp 
had  100  children  registered,  many  of 
whom  do  not  attend  church,  the  Rev. 
Head  reports.  The  mission  group  from 
Blackwater,  scheduled  to  return  home 
Sunday,  Aug.  9,  picked  up  the  children 
daily  and  fed  them  at  lunch.  The  visi¬ 
tors  took  funds  to  provide  for  other 
needs  of  the  people.  Head  is  leading  the 
mission  team  of  27  which  includes  sev¬ 
en  counselors. 

*  *  • 

Two  Louisiana  men,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Gleason,  associate,  First  UMC,  Bossier 
City,  and  the  Rev.  Brian  Barron,  pastor, 
North  Cross  UMC,  Kansas  City,  were 
among  the  32  graduates  who  received 
degrees  from  Saint  Paul  School  of  The¬ 
ology  in  Kansas  City,  MO.  Both  men  re¬ 
ceived  the  master  of  divinity  degree  at 
the  31st  commencement  of  the  semi¬ 
nary. 


Arriving  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  earlier  this  year  to  help  distribute  food 
were,  FROM  LEFT,  Dr.  Larry  Hiller,  David  Hochstetler  and  fames  Gillespie, 
all  of  Shreveport. 


M  ?  ft 

7 he  LCursianA  Nfc&w V?  V 

The  fatk  J  V'ilci(nr~ffnircht 
(Z5  forij*  Mg!.  f 
8.\icn .  I  A  70HOZ 


’5  □  □ 


. ,  r-  tf 


mfe 


oil'll  Eifileni'iuri 

toss'* 


Envelope  for 
letter,  addressed 
in  English,  from 
Russian  student. 


Alexandra 
And  Sergey 
Say  Thanks 

(A  Louisiana  family  is  corresponding 
with  this  family  from  Ekaterinburg  who 
wrote  about  how  grateful  and  surprised 
they  were  to  receive  their  food  box  from 
someone  in  Louisiana,  USA,  who 
cared). 

Dear  Friends, 

We  received  our  box  of  food  from 
you  yesterday,  which  was  sent  by  you  to 
help  the  Ekaterinburg  region.  Thank 
you  so  much!  Your  food  is  a  great  help 
to  us. 

Why  did  we  decide  to  write  you?  We 
wrote  to  you  because  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  imagine  that  America  would 
help  us.  Only  five  years  ago,  we  thought 
of  America  as  our  enemy.  That’s  why 
we  ask  you,  “Please  forgive  us.” 

We  are  thankful  that  you  don’t  re¬ 
member  it,  and  in  spite  of  the  past  you 
have  helped  us. 

We  are  not  a  rich  family.  We  have 
two  children  (10  years  and  one  year). 
My  wife  cares  for  our  little  daughter, 
that’s  why  she  does  not  work.  Of  course, 
we  do  not  have  enough  money,  but  we 
have  hope  that  our  life  will  be  better. 

Your  help  came  just  in  time.  Your 
food  was  the  great  support  our  family 
needed.  Maybe  we  can  return  the  favor 
in  spite  of  being  poor. 

We  would  like  to  correspond  with  a 
family  there.  We  do  not  know  hardly 
anything  about  American  people.  We 
would  like  to  know  many  things  about 
your  country. 

With  great  respect  and  gratitude, 
Alexandra  and  Sergey 
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Editorial: 


Is  God  killing  the  church? 


is  God  killing  the  church — or  at 
least  parts  of  it? 

A  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  scholar  recently  suggested 
just  such  a  disturbing  possibility. 

The  Rev.  D.  Stephen  Long,  whose 
speciality  is  Christian  ethics,  point¬ 
ed  out  during  an  interview  that 
churches  in  Africa,  Mexico,  El  Sal¬ 
vador  are  “alive  and  vibrant  while 
in  the  United  States  there  is  increas¬ 
ing  capitulation  to  wealth  and  power 
and  the  church  is  dying.” 

Noting  that  many  church  growth 
experts  take  for  granted  that  “God 
is  not  present”  in  the  declining  U.S. 
church.  Dr.  Long  demurred. 

“We  don't  control  the  church — 
God  does.  If  the  mainline  Protes¬ 
tant  church  in  our  country  is  dying, 
maybe  God  is  killing  it.” 

Provocative  image!  Whatever  else 
one  might  say  about  it,  such  an  im¬ 
age  provides  an  unconventional 
starting  point  to  reflect  on  actual  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It’s  important  to  begin  by  observ¬ 
ing  that  Dr.  Long’s  image  exagger¬ 
ates  the  actual  situation. 

Not  all  U.S.  churches  are  dying — 
at  least  not  numerically.  Even 
among  denominations  that  have  ex¬ 
perienced  steady  numerical  decline 
for  more  than  two  decades,  count¬ 
less  congregations  flourish.  Signs 
abound  of  a  God  who,  far  from  kill¬ 
ing  the  church,  is  giving  it  new  life. 

Even  congregations  experiencing 
little  or  no  numerical  growth  often 
can  point  to  signs  of  God’s  life-giv¬ 
ing  presence — for  example,  a  per¬ 
son's  tum  from  despair  to  hope  or 
an  estranged  couple’s  reconciliation. 

More  loudly  than  they  often  do, 
both  kinds  of  churches — those  that 

Here  I  StancU 


are  visibly  active  and  vital  and 
those  that  are  quietly  effective  in 
subtle  but  sure  ways — should  pro¬ 
claim  the  life  that  is  within  them. 
By  doing  so,  they  put  the  lie  to  mis¬ 
leading  suggestions  that  the  church 
is  dying  or  that  God  is  killing  it. 

Nevertheless,  Christians — of  all 
people! — dare  not  forget  that  God  is 
also  a  God  of  judgment.  The  image 
of  God  destroying  those  who  claim 
divine  favor  but  who  betray  the  di¬ 
vine  covenant  is  rooted  in  Scripture 
(see,  for  example,  Jeremiah  1 9). 

Hence,  it  is  not  farfetched  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  God  might  be  killing  parts 
of  the  church,  particularly  those 
that  fail  to  reflect  God’s  will. 

Where  such  is  discerned  to  be  the 
case,  the  faithful  response  can  be 
agonizing,  namely,  letting  parts  of 
our  life  together  die  so  that  other 
parts  can  live  more  abundantly. 

Might  there  be  aspects  of  our  de¬ 
nominational  structure  that  no 
longer  fulfill  God’s  will,  but  whose 
continued  existence  detracts  from 
our  mission  as  Christ’s  followers? 

Might  there  be  parts  of  our  own 
congregations — a  committee  that  has 
outlived  its  usefulness  or  a  program 
that  no  longer  builds  up  the  body — 
that  justly  could  be  allowed  to  die? 

Might  we  be  experiencing  a  new 
call  from  God — a  call  to  give  up  our 
preoccupation  with  saving  our  insti¬ 
tutional  lives  so  that  we  can  be  gen¬ 
uinely  focused  on  saving  life  itself? 

These  are  hard  questions.  They 
suggest  that  God,  acting  in  both 
love  and  judgment,  might  indeed  be 
killing  portions  of  the  church  that, 
in  reality,  cease  to  be  the  church. 

They  are  questions,  though,  that 
followers  of  Christ  dare  not  let  die. 


Faithfully  yours : 


Bananas >  babies  and  the  women  of  Burundi 


BUJUMBURA,  Burundi— 
The  Rev.  Amos  Nizigama  was 
barely  able  to  pack  my  luggage 
into  the  crowded  little  van,  al¬ 
ready  filled  with  eight  adults,  two 
children  and  three  tiny  babies — 
not  counting  all  the  green  ba¬ 
nanas  in  the  back! 

The  pastor  had  offered  to  take 
me  to  my  hotel  in  the  Central  Af¬ 
rica  country  of  Burundi.  I  was 
leaving  the  small  town  of  Gitega 
high  in  the  mountains  to  travel  to 
the  capital  city  of  Bujumbura, 
some  two  hours  away. 

As  I  sat  waiting  for  us  to  de¬ 
part,  one  of  the  four  African 
women  in  the  vehicle  asked  me 
through  an  interpreter  if  I  had 
any  children. 

I  was  already  homesick  for  my 
8-year-old  son,  Leonard,  and  my 
daughter,  Deanna,  who  has  just 
joined  the  ranks  of  “the  terrible 
2’s."  This  was  my  signal  to  pull 
out  my  “photo  gallery.” 

“Yes,  1  have  children,”  I  said. 
“Would  you  like  to  see  pictures 
of  them?” 


Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
...  on  assignment  in  Burundi 

The  pastor’s  wife  alone  knew  a 
little  English  and  understood 
what  I  said.  But  when  I  whipped 
out  four  pictures  of  Leonard  and 
three  of  Deanna,  the  women 
smiled  and  said.  “Oui,  oui!” 


“Beautiful,  beautiful  chil¬ 
dren,”  said  one  woman  in  limit-, 
ed  English.  “It  must  be  sad  to 
leave  them  so  far  away.  We 
would  like  to  know  their  names.” 

Forgetting  my  nearly  illegible 
handwriting,  I  quickly  said,  “Oh, 
their  names  are  on  the  backs  of 
the  photos.” 

But  then  I  remembered:  Most 
women  in  Burundi — more  than 
65  percent  of  them,  by  some  sta¬ 
tistics — have  not  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  learn  to  read.  Even 
fewer  would  know  how  to  write 
their  children’s  names  on  the 
back  of  a  color  portrait — if  they 
were  fortunate  enough  to  have 
such  a  portrait! 

Humbled  by  my  realization,  I 
said,  “My  son  is  Leonard,  after 
his  father.  And  that’s  my  baby 
girl,  Deanna.  She’s  still  in  dia¬ 
pers,  just  like  your  babies.” 

With  our  limited  knowledge  of 
each  other’s  language — they 
spoke  Kirundi  or  French  and  I 
only  English — we  tried  to  de¬ 
scribe  our  children  to  each  other. 


Then,  as  she  balanced  a  toddler 
on  her  back,  the  pastor’s  wife 
said,  “May  I  keep  this  picture  of 
you  and  your  baby?  1  would  love 
to  have  pictures.” 

I  said,  “Yes,”  and  gave  her  the 
picture. 

A  day  later  in  my  hotel  1  again 
pulled  out  my  children’s  photos — 
minus  one — and  stared  out  the 
window  towards  the  mountains 
between  me  and  Gitega.  Then  I  re¬ 
called  those  United  Methodist 
women  in  the  church  van. 

Maybe  one  day  I’ll  return  to 
Burundi  to  visit  that  pastor’s 
wife  and  her  church  members  to 
show  them  more  photos  of  Leon¬ 
ard  and  Deanna. 

If  that  day  ever  comes,  I’ll  be 
glad  if  one  of  those  women, 
proud  in  her  new-found  literacy, 
is  able  to  say  to  me:  “Your  hand¬ 
writing  is  awful.  Let  me  show 
you  how  to  clearly  write  your 
children's  names.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Ms.  Stovall  is  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


What  others  are  saying= 


“One  of  the  modem  miracles  is 
how  preachers  can  take  the  most 
dramatic,  exciting,  world-changing 
story  ever  written — the  story  of  Je¬ 
sus — and  make  it  seem  dull  and 
prosaic.  But  some  do.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Jack 
Tuell  at  the  Western  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  Las  Vegas 


"All  suffering  refines  faith.  It 
pushes  us  into  a  deep  well.  We  fall 
smack  down  on  the  rock  bottom. 
And  there’s  nothing  else  down 
there — just  our  faith  and  its  author. 
This  sort  of  suffering  authenticates 
us.” 

— Vicki  Selles,  Christian  Reformed 
missionary  in  Taiwan. 


“Don’t  use  ‘God’s  will’  as  an  ex¬ 
cuse  for  inactivity.  Love  the  whole 
world  for  whom  God  felt  no  price 
was  too  high  to  pay.  God  wants  the 
church  to  be  a  humble,  gentle,  pow¬ 
erful  people  who  preach  and  talk 
less  and  live  better!” 

— Retiring  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  Columbus, 
Ohio. 


Even  in  its  politics,  the  church  should  be  different 


By  WOOD1E  W.  WHITE 

I  fear  that  we  have  become  too 
politicized  in  our  church  and  in  the 
manner  in  which  we  address  legiti¬ 
mate  concerns  and  differences.  In 
doing  so  we  are  losing  our  common 
ground. 

This  observation  comes  from  a 
longtime  activist,  initiator  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  two  or  three  denomi¬ 
national  caucuses,  and  one  who  has 
a  reputation  of  being  politically 
adept.  1  have  been  drawn  to  politics 
since  boyhood  when  I  would  sit  for 
hours  and  listen  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  two  national  political  con¬ 
ventions.  I  have  no  aversion  to  poli¬ 
tics,  but . . . ! 

I  expect  the  church  to  manage  its 
affairs,  concerns  and  differences  in 
a  manner  that  reflects  its  faith 
stance  as  a  part  of  Christ’s  church. 

The  first  words  in  The  Book  of 

Letters  to  the  Editor= 


“Here  1  Stand"  j^a  forum 
through  which  Re¬ 
porter  readers 
may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns 
about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

Bishop  Woodie  W. 

White  is  the  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Illinois  Area  until  Sept.  1,  when  he 
will  become  the  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Indiana  Area. 


Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  these: 

“The  Church  is  a  community  of 
all  true  believers  under  the  Lordship 
of  Christ.  It  is  the  redeemed  and  re¬ 
deeming  fellowship  in  which  the 
Word  of  God  is  preached  by  persons 
divinely  called,  and  the  Sacraments 
are  duly  administered  according  to 
Christ’s  own  appointment.  Under 


the  discipline  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the 
Church  seeks  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  worship,  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  believers,  and  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  world.” 

We  are  a  divided  church 

If  we  learned  anything  from  the 
recent  General  Conference  and 
even  a  casual  observation  of  our  de¬ 
nomination  the  past  several  years,  it 
is  that  we  are  a  divided  church. 

Some  of  these  divisions  are  deep 
and  serious.  What  troubles  me  more 
is  not  that  there  are  differences  of 
opinions  and  priorities,  but  rather 
that  we  seem  content  to  live  in  ideo¬ 
logical  and  organizational  ghettoes. 

What  has  happened,  I’m  afraid,  is 
that  the  greater  allegiance  is  to  the 
part,  not  the  whole.  We  identify  our¬ 
selves  primarily  by  our  parochial  per¬ 
spective  rather  than  as  “. . .  believers 
under  the  Lordship  of  Christ.” 


Christ’s  lordship  in  our  lives,  or¬ 
ganization,  and  mode  of  addressing 
our  concerns  is  in  question.  I  hope  I 
am  not  naive  in  my  expectation 
that  the  church  even  in  its  politics 
should  be  different. 

Perhaps  what  has  happened  is 
that,  rather  than  the  church  impact¬ 
ing  and  shaping  the  world,  the  re¬ 
verse  has  occurred.  Instead  of  the 
political  process  becoming  more 
“Christian,”  the  “Christian  pro¬ 
cess”  has  become  more  political. 
Perhaps  we  have  borrowed  too 
much  from  the  “world”  and  too  lit¬ 
tle  from  the  “church.” 

As  I  listen  to  one  faction  describe 
another,  one  caucus  another,  one 
organization  describe  another,  I 
sense  that  we  are  losing  our  sense  of 
community  and  view  one  another 
only  as  adversaries,  not  as  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Sadly  as  I  read  the  official  and 


All  of  Christ's  followers  should  be  called  saints 


I  read  with  interest  the  recent  arti¬ 
cle  and  editorial  on  the  revival  of 
sainthood  (see  UMR,  July  10  and  17 
and  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

In  view  of  the  Wesleyan  emphasis 
on  holiness  of  heart  and  life,  I  believe 
that  this  is  an  “about  time”  matter. 

However,  I  have  looked  in  vain 
for  an  important  item  in  the  mix: 
the  New  Testament  use  of  the  word 
“saints”  for  all  followers  of  Christ.  If 
we  do  not  retain  this  usage,  we  move 
easily  into  two  major  problems:  1)  a 
salvation  through  works,  and  2)  an 
elitism  that  separates  the  ordinary 
from  the  extraordinary  Christian. 

“Honor  to  whom  honor  [is  due]”  is 
a  goodly  principle  both  for  the  hon- 
oree  and  the  example  set  for  the  rest 
of  us.  We  must  not  do  this  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  whole  Body  of  Christ. 
Benjamin  O.  Gould 
Chester  Springs,  Pennsylvania 


Dad's  love  never  left 

I  am  writing  in  response  to 
Stephen  L.  Swecker’s  “Faithfully 
yours”  column  in  the  July  17  issue. 

What  a  beautiful  story  of  his  par¬ 
ents’  50th  anniversary  “resurrec¬ 
tion.”  The  bottle  of  wine  that  was 
designated  15  years  before  to  be 
opened  on  their  50th  and  the  fact 
that  his  father  passed  away  four 
years  ago  only  highlighted  the  fa¬ 
ther’s  reaching  out  to  them. 

It  didn’t  matter  that  the  wine  was 
not  the  tastiest.  It  mattered  that 
they  made  it  an  occasion  always  to 
be  remembered.  Dad’s  love,  as 
God’s,  never  left  them. 

Barbara  Haig 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Article,  action  pleased  me 

1  was  pleased  to  read  the  July  10  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined,  “Homosexual  issues 


need  less  politics,  more  ministry.” 

I  also  was  pleased  that  it  was  de¬ 
cided  at  General  Conference  to  offer 
programs  to  congregations  to  gain 
more  insight  into  and  understanding 
of  the  feelings  and  problems  homo- 
sexually  oriented  people  have. 

Chris  Blue 
Kingsport,  Texas 

Gifts  of  gays  affirmed 

I  write  in  response  to  the  July  10  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined,  “Homosexual  issues 
need  less  politics,  more  ministry.” 

It  is  unfortunate  that  efforts  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  made  to  attempt  to 
change  homosexual  people  in  the 
name  of  ministry.  It  runs  counter  to 
the  assertion  that  they  are  “. . .  per¬ 
sons  of  sacred  worth  . . 

Many  gay  people  display  a  particu¬ 
lar  sensitivity  and  acceptance  to¬ 
wards  others  who  have  also  been 
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marginalized  by  social  prejudice, 
prejudice  to  which  the  church  is  not 
immune.  This  gift  is  often  translated 
into  ministries  in  the  helping  profes¬ 
sions  where  it  is  a  valuable  asset. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  most  gay 
people  stand  outside  the  church.  Nev¬ 
ertheless  many  consider  themselves 
spiritual  and  continue  to  seek  God  in 
other  forms  of  spiritual  practice. 

Harvey  Nystrom 
Chicago,  Illinois 


unofficial  publications  in  our  de¬ 
nomination  and  listen  to  assess¬ 
ments  of  who  won  and  lost  what,  I 
still  do  not  detect  a  desire  or  inten¬ 
tion  to  bridge  the  gaps,  discuss  dif¬ 
ferences,  or  affirm  our  oneness. 

We  may  have  simply  retreated  to 
warring  camps  for  reinforcements, 
making  preparation  for  the  “big 
battle”  four  years  from  now  at  an¬ 
other  General  Conference. 

I  hope  for  revival 

What  I  hope  for,  however,  is  a  gen¬ 
uine  revival/renewal  in  our  church. 
Perhaps  the  various  interests  and 
special  perspective  groups  will  stop 
talking  to  themselves  long  enough  to 
meet  and  talk  with  each  other.  They 
may  discover  that  what  they  hold  in 
common  is  sufficient  to  assist  them 
in  addressing  their  differences. 

Maybe  all  sides  will  drop  their 
posture  of  self-righteousness  and  ar¬ 
rogance.  I  suspect  there  are  times 
when  we  all  disappoint  God. 

I  fear  that  at  the  core  of  our  dis¬ 
pute  is  who  “owns”  and  controls 
the  church.  Clearly  it  must  not  be 
any  jurisdiction  despite  its  size,  any 
agency  despite  its  budget  and  staff, 
any  caucus  despite  the  passion  of  its 
cause,  any  council  despite  the  stat¬ 
ure  of  its  members. 

It  is  Christ’s  church  and  He  alone 
must  be  its  Lord,  and  it  is  His  spirit 
that  must  be  reflected  at  every  level 
of  its  life  and  organization. 

When  Christ  is  given  primacy  in 
our  meetings,  on  our  agendas,  and  in 
our  strategies,  we  will  be  drawn  back 
to  our  common  ground  and  true  sense 
of  community  in  Christ  as  a  “re¬ 
deemed  and  redeeming  fellowship.” 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  said  to  them,  . .  For  truly, 

I  say  to  you,  if  you  have  faith  as  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  you  will  say 
to  this  mountain,  ‘Move  hence  to 
yonder  place,’  and  it  will  move;  and 
nothing  will  be  impossible  to  you.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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Flag-burning  photo  scorched 

I  think  it  is  bad  taste  to  print  a 
photo  of  a  man  holding  aloft  a  burn¬ 
ing  U.S.  flag  (see  UMR,  July  3). 

Our  founding  fathers  never 
dreamed  that  freedom  of  speech 
would  ever  be  interpreted  to  mean 
freedom  to  bum  our  country’s  flag. 
Legalizing  the  burning  of  our  coun¬ 
try’s  flag  is  a  national  disgrace. 

Florine  Perry 
Jasper,  Texas 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Galatians  5:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  10 
Monday:  Psalms  14 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 5 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  18:1-1 1 
Thursday:  Jeremiah  19 
Friday:  Luke  12:32-40 
Saturday:  Hebrews  1 1:3,  8-19 
Sunday:  Hebrews  1 1:32-40 


FaithLine= 
Saints  'self-test' 
draws  varied 
reader  reaction 

The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  tell  their  views  regarding  a 
“self-test”  for  ft;- 
sainthood  devel- 
oped  by  George  H. 

Gallup  Jr.,  and 
Timothy  Jones,  co¬ 
authors  of  “The 
Saints  Among  Us” 

(see  UMR,  July 

10). 

Readers  were  St.  Agnes 
asked  to  reflect  on  such  questions  as: 
What,  if  anything,  did  you  learn  from 
the  “saints”  test?  How  would  you  put 
into  practice  what  you’ve  learned?  In 
what  ways  might  your  congregation 
benefit  from  a  discussion  of  the 
“saintly”  characteristics  the  test 
poses? 

Following  is  a  sampling  of  your 
responses: 

Donald  D.  Dunn,  McAllen,  Tex¬ 
as:  I  found  the  saints  self-test  to  be 
very  illuminating  and  challenging 
for  my  personal  life.  1  feel  it  could 
be  a  useful  tool  in  getting  members 
of  the  congregation  which  I  serve  to 
reflect  upon  their  own  lives  and  the 
emphasis  they  put  in  their  lives  and 
the  way  they  deal  with  the  world 
around  them.  I’d  be  interested  to 
know  whether  or  not  we  should  get 
permission  to  reprint  the  “Saints 
among  us”  self-test. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Permission  to 
reprint  the  self-test  can  be  requested 
by  contacting  The  George  H.  Gallup 
International  Institute,  100  Palmer 
Square,  Princeton,  NJ  08542. 

*  *  * 

Perry  Miller,  Concord,  North 
Carolina:  In  reading  the  article  on 
the  “Saints  among  us  self-test,”  I 
decided  that  I  would  make  that  the 
focus  for  my  sermon  this  weekend 
and  by  printing  the  test  in  my  bulle¬ 
tin.  I  hope  that  was  all  right  [see 
Editor’s  Note  above].  I’m  using  it  to 
help  us  think  about  an  agenda  for 
living.  I  thought  it  was  very  helpful. 
Thanks  a  lot. 

*  *  * 

Pauline  Corrigan,  Wicksboro, 
Pennsylvania:  My  heart  was  thrilled 
when  I  thought  of  the  people  of  my 
church  and  realized  that  we  had  so 
many  saints  today.  I’ve  called  on  12 
of  them  to  make  a  witness  and  take 
a  stand  at  one  of  our  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  services.  I  think  it  would  build 
their  self-confidence  and  self-es¬ 
teem  to  help  them  to  put  their  faith 
into  practice  and  make  our  comer 
of  the  world  a  better  place  to  live. 
“When  the  saints  go  marching  in,” 
there  is  no  limit  to  what  can  be  ac¬ 
complished. 

★  *  * 

Donald  Langreck,  Buffalo,  New 
York:  The  statement  “I  do  things  I 
don’t  want  to  do  because  I  believe  it 
is  the  will  of  God"  is  absolutely  in¬ 
correct.  If  it  is  the  will  of  God,  I  will 
do  them  because  God  has  changed 
my  mind  so  that  I  want  to  do  them. 

I  do  things  that  I  want  to  do  that  I 
never  would  have  considered  before 
because  God  has  changed  my  mind. 
Therefore  I  do  it  because  I  believe  it 
is  the  will  of  God. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  APPEAL:  The 

Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  has  pro¬ 
posed  a  four-part  response  to  South  Africa’s  on¬ 
going  racial  crisis.  Officials  of  that  church  have 
called  on  the  world  Christian  community  to 
support:  sending  teams  from  international  orga¬ 
nizations  to  South  Africa  to  monitor  the  vio¬ 
lence;  conducting  an  international  investigation 
into  the  violence  in  South  Africa,  especially  ac¬ 
tivities  of  so-called  death  squads;  installation  of 
an  interim  government  in  South  Africa  immedi¬ 
ately;  guaranteeing  by  international  organiza¬ 
tions  of  free  and  fair  elections  in  South  Africa 
based  on  universal  suffrage. 

A  FEMINIST  SAMPLER:  A  United 

Methodist  ecumenist  has  commended  a  new 
book,  “We  Belong  Together:  Churches  in  Soli¬ 
darity  with  Women”  to  help  Christians  separate 
fact  from  fiction  about  feminism  in  faith.  The 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a  staff  executive 
with  the  General  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  said  the 
book  “opens  up  a  way  for  men  and  women  un¬ 
familiar  with  major  issues  present  in  the  church 
for  the  last  two  decades  to  sample  feminist  the¬ 
ology.  language,  ethics  and  understanding  of 
self,  faith  and  mission.”  Ms.  Powers  praised  the 
Friendship  Press  publication  while  teaching  in  a 
recent  school  of  Christian  mission  in  South  Da¬ 
kota.  The  book  includes  writing  by  Phyllis  Tri- 
ble,  Valeria  Saiving,  Jacquelyn  Grant  and 
Barbara  Brown  Zikmund. 

NOT  VERY  MERRY:  Christian  psychiat¬ 
ric  clinics  are  no  less  “merciful”  in  their  fees 
than  their  secular  counterparts,  says  a  recent 
survey  by  "The  Joyful  Noiseletter,”  a  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians. 
“The  cost  at  any  one  of  these  Christian  clinics 
would  range  from  $7,000  to  $8,000  for  one 
week”  the  newsletter  reported.  Moreover,  the 
newsletter  reported,  most  Christian  clinics 
won’t  accept  charity  cases. 

SPORTS  STARS:  Two  United  Methodist 

young  men  are  among  people  featured  on  a  new 
religion-oriented  series  on  the  Entertainment 
Sports  Network  (ESPN).  On  the  Aug.  10  show  is 
Shepherd  Clark,  national  amateur  ice-skating 
champion,  who  grew  up  in  St.  James  UMC  in 
Atlanta.  The  Aug.  6  show  included  marathon 
cyclist  Rich  Wagner,  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC 
in  Lapel,  Ind.  He  was  shown  cycling  across  the 
U.S.  to  raise  funds  for  Haitian  medical  relief. 
The  series  produced  by  Challenger  Films  of  At¬ 
lanta  is  intended  to  feature  young  people  who 
credit  God  for  gifts  of  talent  or  motivation  for 
accomplishment. 

FINISHING  THIRD:  A  recent  Times  Mir¬ 
ror  Center  survey  of  3,517  people  reported  that 
Americans  rate  computers  and  technology  high¬ 
er  than  churches  as  a  source  of  positive  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  country.  The  nationwide  polling 
placed  religious  institutions  ahead  of  environ¬ 
mentalists,  newspapers,  the  courts  and  Con¬ 
gress,  but  the  church  groups  ranked  only 
third — behind  people  who  run  their  own  busi¬ 
nesses,  and  computers  and  technology. 

DROUGHT  RESPONSE:  In  response  to 

what  may  be  the  worst  African  drought  of  the 
century,  six  international  relief  agencies  have 
agreed  to  combine  forces  in  providing  aid  to  the 
continent.  The  six  groups — Caritas  Intemation- 
alis.  Catholic  Relief  Services,  the  International 
Federation  of  Red  Cross  and  Red  Crescent  So¬ 
cieties,  the  Lutheran  World  Federation,  Oxfam 
and  the  World  Council  of  Churches — have 
launched  appeals  totaling  $65  million  to  com¬ 
bat  the  shortages  of  food  and  water  threatening 
almost  13  million  people. 


'God  gave  the  growth' 

Africans  hear  that  center's  benefits  are  from  God 


Republic  of 
Burundi 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

GITEGA,  Burundi — A  hush 
fell  over  the  crowd  of  some  1 ,000 
worshippers  at  St.  Peter’s  Cathe¬ 
dral  July  27  as  a  procession  of 
two  acolytes,  three  crossbearers, 
100  clergy  and  numerous  bishops 
entered  the  long-awaited  service. 

What  might  have  been  taken 
for  an  Anglican  or  Catholic  high 
holy  ceremony  was  actually  a 
worship  service  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  the  rural  village  of  Nya- 
bugogo,  just  outside  Gitega, 
Burundi,  in  Central  Africa. 

Worshippers  arrived  nearly 
two  hours  before  the  10  a.m.  ser¬ 
vice  to  claim  a  seat  on  the  ebony 
pews  to  give  praises  to  God  for 
United  Methodist  mission  work 
in  Burundi. 

New  Yorkers  help  build 

They  were  also  waiting  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  the  dedication  of  a 
$200,000  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Education  and  Devel¬ 
opment  Center  next  to  the 
church.  The  center  is  funded  pri¬ 
marily  through  gifts  from  United 
Methodists  in  the  North  Central 
and  Western  New  York  Annual 
Conferences. 

Some  $56,000  of  the  total 
needed  for  construction  has  been 
given  by  Western  New  York 
United  Methodists  as  a  tribute  to 
the  ministry  of  their  episcopal 
leader.  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith. 
He  is  ending  an  eight-year  term 
in  the  New  York  West  Area  and 
was  recently  assigned  by  the 


church’s  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  the  New  York  Area. 

Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
of  Gitega,  resident  bishop  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bu¬ 
rundi,  told  the  Reporter  that 
“one  of  the  church’s  highest  pri¬ 
orities  is  the  education  of  Burun¬ 
di  women.” 

This  was  the  reason  for  creat¬ 
ing  the  women’s  center,  he  said. 

“Aside  from  improving  their 
standard  of  living  and  expanding 
their  personal  horizons,  the  cen¬ 
ter  will  help  Burundian  women 
participate  more  fully  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  their  children,”  he  said. 

“The  center  will  better  equip 
them  for  the  marketplace;  help 
them  to  become  better  informed; 
help  them  to  maintain  communi¬ 
cations  with  far-away  relatives  and 
better  care  for  their  families.” 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  added  that 
the  center  will  offer  classes  in  ani¬ 
mal  husbandry,  agriculture,  litera¬ 
cy,  accounting,  family  planning, 
sewing  and  home  economics. 

Bishop  Stith  was  present  for  the 
dedication  service,  as  were  nearly 
40  other  United  Methodists  from 
the  United  States,  Europe,  and 
other  African  countries.  , 

Other  guests  included  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Gitega  province;  bish¬ 
ops  of  other  denominations; 
representatives  of  the  U.S.  embas¬ 
sy  and  “Les  Tambours  du  Burun¬ 
di,”  or  drummers  from  Gitega. 

'God  gave  the  growth' 

As  he  preached  during  the  two- 
hour  service,  Bishop  Stith  re¬ 
minded  the  worshippers  that  “it 


is  not  important  who  planted  or 
watered  this  project.  It  was  God 
who  gave  the  growth. 

“People  of  Burundi,  in  eight 
years  you  have  done  great  things 
in  your  country.  And  in  the 
midst  of  your  accomplishments, 
you  must  be  careful  whether  you 
say  you  did  this  or  that.  Remem¬ 
ber,  God  gave  the  growth. 

“When  you  work  in  your  fields 
and  see  your  plants  grow,  you 
might  begin  to  say,  ‘Oh,  how 
great  I  am.  But  you  must  hear  the 
whisper  in  your  ear  that  says, 
‘God  gave  the  growth.’ 

“When  the  church  begins  to 
multiply  and  you  have  more  new 
pastors,  churches  and  choirs,  you 
might  say,  ‘How  great  we  are.’ 
But  God  gave  the  growth.” 

Must  'help  one  another' 

Bishop  Stith  added  that  this 
occasion  is  one  example  of  how 
Christians  must  learn  to  help  one 
another,  “if  God’s  growth  is  to  be 
manifested." 

“It  takes  women,  it  takes  men, 
it  takes  black  skins  and  white 
skins,”  he  continued.  “It  requires 
all  people  of  Burundi,  regardless 
of  their  tribe.  All  of  us  must  work 
together  for  church  growth.” 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  he 
was  grateful  for  the  presence  of 
all  United  Methodists  who  came 
from  across  the  globe  to  witness 
the  historic  event. 

“Thanks  be  to  God  as  well  for 
the  presence  of  everybody,  in¬ 
cluding  the  visitors  within  our 
country,”  he  said. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

GITEGA,  Burundi— Drums  celebrate  a  new  beginning  for  a  $200,000  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en's  Education  and  Development  Center,  funded  primarily  through  gifts  from  church  members 
in  northern  and  western  New  York.  Resident  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  told  the  Reporter  that 
"one  of  the  church's  highest  priorities  is  the  education  of  women''  in  Burundi,  where  about  65 
percent  of  women  are  illiterate. 
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Population  statistics 

Average  life  expectancy  of  females-  54  years 
Average  life  expectancy  of  males-  50  years 
%  of  illiterate  female  population  over  15-  65% 
Average  number  of  children  per  woman-  7 
%  of  married  women  using  contraception-  9% 

%  of  population  with  access  to  health  care-  65% 
%  of  population  with  access  to  safe  water-  30% 

%  Roman  Catholics-  62%  %  Protestants-  5% 

%  Indigenous  beliefs*  32%  %  Muslim-  1% 

UMR  MAP  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 


New  Burundi  center  has 
upstate  New  York  roots 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

GITEGA,  Burundi — Dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies  for  the  Women’s 
Education  and  Development 
Center  in  Gitega  helped  fulfill 
the  dream  of  United  Methodists 
in  Burundi  as  well  as  for  many  in 
upstate  New  York. 

The  Rev.  Gregory  L.  Crispell, 
former  Western  New  York  confer¬ 
ence  secretary  for  global  minis¬ 
tries,  said,  “The  vision  of  the 
conference  has  been  wonderful  in 
support  mission  work  in  Burundi. 

“In  1988 — four  years  after  the 
United  Methodist  church  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  became  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence — United  Methodists  from 
Western  and  North  Central  New 
York  were  the  first  official  dele¬ 
gation  to  Burundi  to  offer  our 
support  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith,”  he  said. 

“From  the  time  we  sent  that 
delegation  to  Burundi,  we  have 
never  been  the  same.  Mission 
work  in  Africa  has  been  the  focus 
of  our  mission  interpretation  in 
Western  New  York.  Our  little 
churches  have  made  a  long-term 
commitment.” 

Dr.  Crispell  told  the  Reporter 
that  for  six  years,  parsonages  and 
churches  for  Burundi  United 
Methodists  have  been  built  by 
volunteers  from  Bishop  Stith’s 
episcopal  area. 

A  new  goal  of  raising  another 
$100,000  to  support  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Center  on  the  grounds  of  St. 
Peter’s  United  Methodist  Church 
has  helped  area  churches  “stretch 
the  vision,”  he  added. 

“These  people  (in  Western 


New  York)  who  thought  they 
were  ‘no  people’  are  now  God’s 
people,”  said  Dr.  Crispell. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Local  leadership 
nurtures  Burundi 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

GITEGA,  Burundi — In  August 
1980,  when  missionaries  of  the 
World  Gospel  Mission  left  the 
poor,  Central  African  country  of 
Burundi,  local  citizens  were  hand¬ 
ed  the  leadership  of  the  church. 

The  membership  then  was 
6,119,  with  five  ordained  clergy 
and  three  permanent  church 
buildings. 

Today,  under  leadership  of 
Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bu¬ 
rundi  has: 

•  40,000  members. 

•  93  ordained  ministers. 

•  60  lay  preachers. 

•  7  districts. 

In  addition,  U.S.  and  European 
United  Methodists  have  support¬ 
ed  the  Burundi  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  remodeling  of  a  guest 
house  in  Bujumbura,  purchase  of 
a  youth  center  in  Gitega  and  the 
building  of  a  hospital  in  Kayero. 

Gifts  for  the  most  recent  major 
project,  the  Women’s  Education 
and  Development  Center  in  Gi¬ 
tega,  Burundi,  (see  related  stories) 
can  be  made  to  United  Methodist 
Advance  No.  009912-4HN. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Guess  who  made  page-one  news  in  Russia 


United  Methodists  visiting  the 
Ukrainian  community  of  Kerch 
made  front-page  news  in  the  July  2 
issue  of  the  local  paper,  the  “Kerch 
Worker.”  So  did  Jesus  Christ! 


Kathy  Williams  puts  on  protec¬ 
tive  slippers  before  she  and  oth¬ 
er  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist 
Church  members  visiting  from 
Oklahoma  City  toured  Zagorsk 
Monastery. 


A  newspaper  story  about  visitors 
from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Morristown.  N.J.,  car¬ 
ried,  for  the  first  time  in  the  paper’s 
20-year  history,  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  article  also  carried  the  offi¬ 
cial  cross-and-ftame  emblem  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Morristown  church  was  one 
of  two  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions — the  other  was  St.  Luke’s 
UMC  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla. — 
that  recently  sent  members  on 
friendship  visits  to  the  former  Sovi¬ 
et  Union. 

The  Rev.  Jim  White,  pastor  of  the 
Morristown  church,  described  the 
visits  as  a  “mission  of  reconciliation 
and  trust”  between  two  groups  of 
people  who  for  years  had  been  taught 
to  be  suspicious  of  each  other. 

A  new  congregation? 

Out  of  his  church’s  visit,  he  said, 
a  new  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  emerge  in  Kerch. 

Several  Kerch  families  signed  a 
document  expressing  their  intent  to 
start  a  new  church  and  asked  their 
visitors  for  guidance. 

Mr.  White  said  the  visitors  assured 
their  hosts  they  had  come  in  a  “com¬ 
mon  search  for  God  who  made  us,” 
not  to  “bring  God  or  an  American 


brand  of  Christianity.” 

“After  all,”  he  told  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service,  “we  were  meeting 
up  with  the  remnants  of  a  Christian 
community  that  was  worshipping  in 
Kerch  500  years  before  Columbus 
came  to  North  America.” 

Mr.  White  will  return  to  Moscow 
and  Kerch  in  August.  About  26  peo¬ 
ple,  most  from  Kerch,  will  visit 
Morristown  in  September. 

While  the  New  Jersey  United 
Methodists  were  in  Kerch,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  United  Methodists  were  visiting 
the  Russian  city  of  Ulyanovsk  (see 
UMR,  July  31). 

Christianity  reemerging 

According  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Long,  St.  Luke  UMC’s  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  what  the  Oklahoma  visitors 
witnessed  in  Russia  could  not  be 
called  a  rebirth  of  Christianity  be¬ 
cause  it  had  never  died.  Rather,  Mr. 
Long  said,  it  was  a  re-emergence  of 
Christianity. 

The  St.  Luke's  group  of  40  people 
traveled  800  miles  east  of  Moscow  to 
spend  eight  days  in  homes  of  ordi¬ 
nary  Russians  in  Ulyanovsk,  not  far 
from  the  European-Asian  border. 

They  distributed  Russian  Bibles 
and  held  worship  services.  They 
met  with  public  officials  and  uni¬ 
versity  educators  and  toured  a  col¬ 


lective  farm,  museums,  rural 
villages,  hospitals,  schools  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  centers,  a  veterans’  and 
workers’  home. 

They  sang,  danced,  picnicked, 
shared  gifts  with  their  hosts. 

And  they  experienced  numerous 
individual  surprises. 

Mary  Frow’s  surprise  happened 
at  a  country  church  60  miles  west  of 
Ulyanovsk. 

The  Orthodox  priest  there,  Fa¬ 
ther  Vladimir,  said  he  had  never 
seen  an  American  before  Dr.  Frow 
appeared  with  her  hosts,  Alexander 
and  Tanya  Malstev. 

Father  Vladimir  said  his  grandfa¬ 
ther — also  a  priest — had  been  exe¬ 
cuted  as  part  of  the  Lenin/Stalin 
purges.  Father  Vladimir  said  he  be¬ 
came  a  priest  to  honor  his  ances¬ 
tor’s  memory. 

“In  that  holy  place,  I  felt  an  in¬ 
tense  sense  of  community,”  Dr. 
Frow  said.  “It  was  like  a  haven  for 
the  oppressed.” 

The  Oklahoman  asked  for  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  priest’s  blessing. 

“I  didn't  know  his  words,  but 
what  mattered  was  the  sincere  com¬ 
munion  of  his  heart  to  mine,”  Dr. 
Frow  said. 

Father  Vladimir  called  it  a  mir¬ 
acle  that  Dr.  Frow,  “probably  the 
only  American  who  would  ever  see 


his  church,”  had  come. 

Compiled  from  reports  from  United 
Methodist  News  Service  and  corre¬ 
spondent  Mary  /o  Nelson. 
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= connections 


SEEKING  SHALOM:  Fifty  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youths  from  Kentucky  and  Kansas  con¬ 
verged  on  Minneapolis  recently  for  a  summer 
mission  project  inspired  by  the  1992  General 
Conference's  call  for  “shalom  zones”  in  urban 
areas.  The  Rev.  Clay  Oglesbee.  pastor  of  Simp¬ 
son  UMC  in  Minneapolis  and  coordinator  of  the 
project,  said  the  youths  came  from  Lexana  UMC 
in  Lexana,  Kan.,  and  Broadway  UMC  in  Padu¬ 
cah.  Ky.  Much  of  the  work,  done  in  cooperation 
with  the  Simpson  church  and  other  local  groups, 
concentrated  on  cleaning  neighborhoods,  serving 
meals  to  the  poor  and  assisting  with  day  camps. 


HONORED:  The  president  of  Methodist 
Hospitals  of  Dallas,  David  H.  Hitt,  has  received 
the  1992  Distinguished  Ser¬ 
vice  Award — the  associa¬ 
tion’s  highest  honor — from 
the  American  Hospital  As¬ 
sociation.  The  award  recog¬ 
nizes  professional  and 
community  achievements 
in  health  care  services.  Mr. 

Hitt  also  won  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  Citation  for  Meritori¬ 
ous  Service  in  1987.  He  is  the  only  person  to 
have  received  the  two  highest  honors. 
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David  Hitt 


TONGAN  WOMAN  ORDAINED: 

The  Rev.  ’Ana  Moala  Tiueti  has  become  the 
first  native  Tongan  woman  ordained  an  elder  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Ms.  Tiueti  was 
ordained  by  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  and  oth¬ 
ers  during  the  1992  session  of  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference.  She  will  continue 
as  pastor  of  First  Tongan  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Bruno,  Calif. 


EXECUTIVE'S  SPOUSE  DIES:  A  me¬ 
morial  service  was  held  July  27  in  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  for  Lowell  Sohl,  husband  of  Joyce  B. 
Sohl.  chief  executive  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Bar¬ 
bara  Campbell,  one  of  Ms.  Sohl’s  associates, 
said  Mr.  Sohl  had  suffered  from  cancer  for  sever¬ 
al  months,  but  his  death  July  7  was  unexpected. 


ARCHIVIST  DIES:  Journalist  Twila  J. 
Roller,  66,  of  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  died  July  18 
of  cancer.  A  longtime  professional  journalist 
who  continued  to  write  for  newspapers  well  into 
her  retiremetU„Mrs.  Roller  served  first  as  editor 
of  the  conference  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter  and  then  as  archivist  for  the  New 
Mexico  Annual  Conference.  In  1988  she  re¬ 
ceived  a  United  Methodist  Reporter  “Headlin¬ 
er”  award  in  recognition  of  her  efforts  on  behalf 
of  the  communications  ministry. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  JOANN  SEAMAN 

Imagine  a  giant  jig¬ 
saw  puzzle,  16  feet  tall 
and  5  feet  wi4e-r- 
times  4. 

Putting  that  puzzle 
together  was  the  task 
members  of  Sierra 
Vista  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  San  An¬ 
gelo,  Texas,  undertook 
when  they  decided  in 
1989  to  create  four 
stained  glass  windows, 
for  their  new  sanctu¬ 
ary.  The  last  of  the 


Vision  network  joins  forces 


with  Southern 

Officials  of  Vision  Interfaith  Satel¬ 
lite  Network  (VISN)  signed  an  agree¬ 
ment  July  28  in  Denver  to  share  a 
cable  TV  channel  with  the  Southern 
Baptist-founded  American  Christian 
Television  System  (ACTS). 

Both  networks  will  remain  inde¬ 
pendent,  will  retain  their  own  pro¬ 
gramming  and  will  adhere  to  a  policy 
prohibiting  fund  raising,  proselytizing 
or  maligning  of  other  faiths.  The 
agreement  takes  effect  Oct.  1. 

Vision,  founded  in  1988  by  a  coali¬ 
tion  of  various  faith  groups  including 
United  Methodists,  will  have  16  hours 
of  programming  throughout  each  day 
and  ACTS,  a  TV  system  launched  in 
1984  by  the  Radio  and  Television 


Baptists'  ACTS 

Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  will  have  eight  hours. 

The  agreement  will  give  both  net¬ 
works  better  channel  capacity  in  the 
cable  market,  which  has  grown 
more  slowly  than  anticipated. 

The  agreement  also  will  propel  the 
network  toward  financial  self-suffi¬ 
ciency  much  earlier,  said  Nelson 
Price,  the  United  Methodist  layman 
who  serves  as  Vision’s  president. 

Mr.  Price  noted  that  the  two  net¬ 
works  have  aligned  standards  and 
practices  as  closely  as  possible. 
ACTS,  for  example,  will  drop  its 
use  of  “infomercials” — lengthy 
paid  advertisements  designed  to  re¬ 
semble  regular  TV  programming. 


Banners  express  their  creator's  art  and  faith 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 
Associate  Editor 

ADRIAN,  Mich. — They  float¬ 
ed  like  enormous  vivid  butter¬ 
flies  at  the  front  of  the  hall  where 
the  United  Methodist  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  conference 
took  place  July  14-18. 

Decked  in  hues  that  progressed 
from  fiery  Pentecost  red  through 
stately  blue  to  the  lush  green  of 
Kingdomtide,  the  three  banners  an¬ 
nounced  the  conference’s  themes: 

“Proclaim  the  faith.  Build  the 
church.  Serve  the  world.” 

For  their  creator,  Millie  Janka, 
the  banners  were  more  than  just 
a  way  to  present  the  conference 
themes  visually.  They  represent¬ 
ed  a  major  expression  of  how  the 
United  Methodist  laywoman 
from  Dearborn,  Mich.,  weaves 
together  her  art  and  her  faith. 

“Art  is  my  ministry,”  Ms. 
Janka  told  the  Reporter. 

Calligraphy,  textiles 

Ms.  Janka  said  her  training  is 
in  calligraphy,  textiles,  clothing 
and  related  arts.  She  taught  cal¬ 
ligraphy  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  at  Flint  for  five  years 
and  currently  teaches  in  the  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Mich.,  area. 

“I  thought  I’d  be  a  home  eco¬ 
nomics  teacher,  but  then  I  mar¬ 
ried  a  minister,”  she  said. 

Her  husband,  the  Rev.  Ralph 
W.  Janka,  is  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dearborn.  Ms.  Janka  sings  in 
the  choir,  plays  handbells  and  is 
a  speaker  and  retreat  leader  for 
church  and  community  groups. 


The  couple  have  three  grown 
offspring — Karl,  Kevin  and  Kris¬ 
tin.  Kristin  is  also  an  artist;  Ke¬ 
vin,  as  his  mother’s  “design 
consultant,”  helped  with  the 
North  Central  banners. 

Setting  designer,  too 

For  the  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence,  Ms.  Janka  served  as  the  set¬ 
ting  designer  for  worship  as  well 
as  creator  of  the  three  5-by-ll- 
foot  banners. 

She  began  work  on  the  banners’ 
design  in  January  after  the  juris¬ 
diction  office  sent  her  the  confer¬ 
ence  themes.  She  returned 
black-and-white  drawings  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  for  reproduction  for  the 
conference  advance  journal.  Then 
she  set  to  work  on  the  banners. 

“I  used  some  synthetics  that 
wouldn’t  wrinkle  because  the  ban¬ 
ners  had  to  be  folded,”  Ms.  Janka 
explained.  “Usually  I  prefer  to 
work  in  natural  fibers  to  show  my 
strong  feeling  for  preserving  the 
earth  and  its  peoples.” 

Ms.  Janka  envisioned  the  ban¬ 
ners  as  a  “progression  of  colors.” 

'We're  all  colors' 

“1  thought  about  light  as  a 
spectrum  and  I  wanted  to  convey 
that  idea  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  she  said. 
“We’re  all  colors  and  theologies. 
That’s  what  I  love  about  our 
church — having  the  space  to  be 
who  you  need  to  be." 

She  paid  close  attention  to  the 
three-dimensional  dove  design 


...  ,  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTtt 

ADRIAN,  Mich.— Banners  created  by  calligraphic  artist  Millie  Janka  (inset)  form  the  backdrop 
tor  the  Rev.  Marvin  R.  Rosa,  song  leader  for  the  recent  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

on  the  final  banner,  “Serve  the 
world.” 

"I  wanted  the  last  one  to  say 
what  I  think  is  most  crucial  for 
the  church  to  be  today — peace 


makers  in  a  world  that  needs 
peace,"  Ms.  Janka  said. 

In  addition  to  colors  and  de¬ 
signs,  she  carefully  selected  the 
lettering  styles  for  the  three 
themes. 

She  chose  traditional  lettering 


styles  such  as  Gothic  forms  to 
represent  the  strength  of  the 
church’s  tradition  and  history. 
But  she  also  used  unconfined  let¬ 
tering  with  rough  edges  to  repre¬ 


sent  the  diverse,  free-form 
movement  of  the  church  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  world. 

Ms.  Janka  received  a  sustained 
ovation  when  she  was  introduced 
as  the  banners’  creator  during  the 
jurisdictional  conference’s  open¬ 


ing  session. 

“Visual  arts  are  extremely  im¬ 
portant  in  the  life  of  the  church," 
Ms.  Janka  stressed.  “Pictures 
help  people  see  ways  they  can 
live  out  the  Gospel.” 

Information  on  how  to  borrow  the 
banners  for  church  events  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Millie  Janka,  106  South 
Highland,  Dearborn,  Mich.  48124. 
Users  will  be  asked  to  pay  the  cost  of 
shipping  and  insurance. 


Members  craft  their  church's  stained  glass  windows 


four  panels  were  recently  put  into 
place. 

And,  although  th£y  are  almost 
finished,  they  are  still  working  bn 
the  last  window. 

20,000  glass  pieces 

To  understand  the  magnitude  of 
the  project;  you '  have  to  imagine 
20,000  glass  pieces.  EdfclT  pibt!ej'is 
cut  by  hand,  wrapped  in  foil,  fit 
into  a  panel  and  soldered. 

There  are  48  panels,  which  are 
joined  to  make  four  windows  1 6V2 
feet  tall  and  5  feet  wide. 

“If  you  stop  to  think  about  how 
many  pieces  there  are,”  said  Jeany 
Coughran,  who  helped  guide  the 
project  from  the  beginning,  “and 
how  much  time  it  takes  to  complete 


each  panel,  you  feel  it’s  impossible.  • 

“So  you  just  make  one  piece  at  a 
time,  and  one  day  a  panel  is  finished.” 

Her  husband  Joe,  a  member  of 
the  building  committee,  initiated 
the  idea  when  the  church  had  no 
money  to  pay  for  professionally 
fashioned  stained  glass  windows 
which  were  penciled  into  drawings 
of  the  new  sanctuary. 

Called  on  artists 

The  Coughrans  had  worked  with 
stained  glass  for  several  years.  They 
called  on  two  artists  from  the  con¬ 
gregation,  Mary  Lee  and  Coral  Jean 
Warren,  to  design  the  windows. 

Using  the  theme  “This  is  My  Fa¬ 
ther’s  World,”  each  window  depicts 
a  season  of  the  year. 

With  designs  in  hand,  Ms.  Lee 


UMC's  African  conferences 
to  elect  bishops  in  August 


From  staff  reports 

Elections  of  United  Methodist 
bishops  in  Africa  will  take  place 
during  August. 

United  Methodist  bishops  in  Af¬ 
rica  typically  serve  a  four-year  term 
and  then  are  elected  for  life,  said  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  H.  Ellis  Finger,  Jr.  of 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  Bishop  Finger 
is  assistant  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area). 

The  West  Africa  Central  Confer¬ 
ence,  consisting  of  Nigeria,  Sierra 
Leone  and  Liberia,  will  meet  Aug. 
1 1-16  in  Moyamba,  Sierra  Leone. 

Delegates  will  elect  a  successor  to 
retiring  Bishop  Thomas  Bangura  (Si¬ 
erra  Leone  Area).  The  first  United 
Methodist  bishop  for  Nigeria  also 
will  be  elected.  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Ku- 
lah  will  continue  in  the  Liberia  Area. 

The  Africa  Central  Conference, 
consisting  of  Burundi,  Zimbabwe, 
Angola  and  Mozambique  will  meet 
Aug.  15-22  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe. 


Delegates  will  elect  a  successor  to 
retiring  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 
(Zimbabwe  Area).  Bishop  Joao  So- 
mane  Machado  (Mozambique  Area) 
and  Bishop  Moises  Domingos  Fer¬ 
nandes  (East  Angola  Area),  both 
elected  to  four-year  terms  in  1988, 
are  expected  to  be  elected  for  life. 

Bishops  Emilio  J.M.  de  Carvalho 
(East  Angola  Area)  and  J.  Alfred 
Ndoricimpa  (Burundi)  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  serve  their  respective  areas. 

The  Zaire  Central  Conference, 
consisting  of  North  Shaba,  Central 
Zaire  and  Southern  Zaire,  will  meet 
Aug.  15-22  in  Kinshasha,  Zaire. 

There  will  be  no  episcopal  elec¬ 
tions  for  Zaire.  Bishops  Kimba  Wa- 
kadilo  Ngoy  (North  Shaba  Area), 
Fama  Onema  (Central  Zaire)  and 
Kainda  Katembo  (Southern  Zaire 
Area)  will  continue  to  serve. 

Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson 
Stovall  contributed  portions  of  this 
report  from  Africa. 


and  the  Coughrans  went  to  Chicago 
to  purchase  sheets  of  hand  blown 
art  glass  for  the  design  elements  and 
less  expensive  machine  rolled  glass 
for  background  use. 

“The  art  glass  has  minerals  in  it 
which  give  it  sparkle  and  fire,”  Ms. 
Coughran  said.  “It’s  beautiful  to 
look  at  any  time  of  the  day  or 
night.” 

Dozens  of  members — taught  by 
the  Coughrans — were  involved  in 
making  the  windows,  doing  every¬ 
thing  from  raising  funds  for  the  ma¬ 
terials  to  cutting  glass. 

The  windows'  worth  is  difficult  to 
calculate,  but  church  officials  have  in¬ 
sured  them  for  $80,000.  Mr.  Cough¬ 
ran  estimates  that  the  materials  cost 
$8,900. 

“The  stained  glass  windows  ex¬ 
press  the  spirit  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  Linda  Seaman 
Elford,  associate  pastor. 

“Throughout  their  history,  Sierra 
Vista  laypeople  have  been  willing  to 
take  a  ‘leap  of  faith’  to  try  something 
new  and  different,  and  to  use  their 
own  talents  for  the  glory  of  God.” 

Ms.  Seaman  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  San  Angelo,  Texas. 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God’s  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It’s  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1  -800-2-ASBURY. 

A  Asbury 

Theological 

4ft  SEMINARY 
204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1 199 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  SIERRA  VISTA  UMC 

SAN  ANGELO,  Texas — Stained 
glass  artist  Jeany  Coughran  cuts 
pieces  for  a  window  at  Sierra 
Vista  United  Methodist  Church. 
She  and  other  members  crafted 
the  windows  because  the  church 
couldn't  afford  professionals. 


CLASSIFIED 

DCE.  GROWING,  VITAL  1700-MEMBER 
church  seeks  DCE  with  primary  responsibility  for 
children’s,  young  adult  and  family  ministries, 
plus  adult  Sunday  school.  Requires  proven  expe¬ 
rience,  enthusiasm,  leadership  and  ability  to  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  volunteers;  relate  to  and 
communicate  with  other  staff  and  a  dedicated 
Christian  discipleship.  Send  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Fountain  City  UMC,  212  Hotel 
Ave.,  Knoxville,  TN  3791 8. 

LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  UNITED  Methodist 
church  in  the  Fort  Worth  Episcopal  Area  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  minister  of  music.  Salary  range  of 
$30,000  -  $35,000  depending  on  qualifications. 
Send  resume  and  application  to:  UMR,  Dept. 
TT,  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

NEED  AN  ORGAN?  Allen  Theatre  Organ  461, 
three  external  speakers.  Includes  documentation 
and  service  manuals.  Larry  Costa,  Drawer  JJ,  Hay- 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 

for  dynamic,  I  100-member  church  in 
Jacksonville,  FL.  Part-time  position,  approxi¬ 
mately  20  hours  per  week.  Responsibilities  would 
be  in  the  areas  of  hospital  visitation,  new  mem¬ 
ber  visitation,  congregational  care,  and  occasion¬ 
al  preaching.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing  may  be 
provided.  Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce,  Jr.,  Orte¬ 
ga  United  Methodist  Church,  4807  Roosevelt 
Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

BRING  THE  WORLD  TO  YOUR  HOME!  Host 
an  exchange  student!  Caring  families  are  needed 
for  students  arriving  in  August.  Share  an  unfor¬ 
gettable  family  experience  while  making  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  world  peace.  Students  are  fully  insured 
and  bring  their  own  sending  money.  Open  your 
hearts  and  your  home.  Call:  EF  Foundation  toll- 
free  1 -800-44-SHARE. 

SING  YOUR  FAVORITE  HYMNS  AT  HOME 
or  in  small  groups!  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  pi¬ 
ano  or  organ  accompaniment.  Word  book  includ¬ 
ed.  Makes  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping. 
1-800-728-0573. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES  for 

1 100  church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  to  plan,  de¬ 
velop,  and  coordinate  church  programs  and  edu¬ 
cational  ministries  in  a  young,  dynamic,  growing 
church.  Full-time  position.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience.  Housing  provided.  Insur¬ 
ance  and  pension  benefits  also.  Degree  and  expe¬ 
rience  in  Christian  education  or  equivalent  is 
desired.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Ortega 
United  Methodist  Church,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507.  j 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  Preschool/MDO 
program.  For  more  information,  please  call:  Mis¬ 
sion  Bend  Methodist  Day  School,  Houston,  TX, 
(713)879-6868. 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 
stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups 
of  12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-condition- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  congre¬ 
gation  in  comprehensive  university  community. 
Two  Sunday  services  averaging  550  total  atten¬ 
dance,  Qualities:  strong  interpersonal  skills,  knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodist  tradition,  dynamic 
leadership,  ability  to  motivate  choirs,  promote  con¬ 
gregational  involvement.  Applicant  should  work 
well  with  all  ages  and  multiple  staff  team,  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles  and  groups. 
Bachelor’s  degree  required,  master's  preferred. 
Send  cover  letter  addressing  professional  goals,  re- 
sume,  and  references  by  October  1  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  400  West  Seventh,  Stillwater,  OK  74074. 

cookout,  dessert  and  breakfast  ail  included!  Call 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE 
$$$  Catalog  $1  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square,  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804.  (919) 
442- 1 2 1 1 .  (Accredited). 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed¬ 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 

FREE  TRAVEL  AND  POSSIBLE  Honorariums  for 

a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

group  organizers.  Worldwide  religious,  educational, 
and  leisure  tours.  Travel  Innovations,  2711  Market 
Garden.  Austin,  TX  78745.  1-800-234-3879. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians'  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington,  WV  25706-0036. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  AND  SINGLES  Minis¬ 
tries.  Full-time  position  in  a  growing  3900-member 
congregation  in  East  Texas.  Self-starter  with  program 

experience  needed.  Please  submit  resume,  references 
and  salary  requirements  to:  Dr.  Tim  Bruster.  Marvin 
UMC  300  West  Erwin,  Tyler.  TX  75702. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH 
for  church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/ 
swatches  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  PERSON  FOR  youth  and 

education  ministries  in  1100-member  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Otto  Steinhaus,  New  McKen- 
dree  United  Methodist  Church,  209  S.  High, 
Jackson.  MO  63755.  (314)  243-8487. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 
quiet  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

RUSSIA  ST  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 

Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study 
programs.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and 
Seattle  Si. 695  to  Si, 995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 
7213,  Shrewsbury.  NJ  07702. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  %  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 

ENJOY  TRAVELING?  Visit  China  and  Hong 
Kong  November  9-23  and  do  your  Christmas 
shopping!  In  1993,  Cruise  Hawaii.  January  9-18 

available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and' Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa.  CA  954057 or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

or  tour  Israel,  March  18-27  (intcrgencrational). 
Free  brochure.  Experienced  travel  hosts.  Dr.  Cec¬ 
il  Pottieger.  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21701, 
(301 )  696-8370 

ORGANIST  POSITION  FOR  1200-MEMBER 
Suburban  Chicago  area  church.  25  rank  Casavant 
tracker  organ  (1979).  Job  available  September  1, 

1 992.  Please  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Ol- 

PREACH  FOR  THE  POOR.  Food  for  the  Poor, 
an  interdenominational  non-profit  ministry  pro¬ 
viding  development  assistance  to  the  poor  of  the 

lie  Mayes,  Chairman,  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  236  West  Crystal 
Lake  Avenue,  Crystal  Lake,  IL  60014. 

Third  World,  is  in  need  of  Methodist  minister  to 
preach  in  churches  in  Florida  on  behalf  of  the 
poor.  This  is  full-time  salaried  position  with  full 
travel  expenses  provided.  Contact:  Michael  Hick¬ 
ey.  Food  for  the  Poor,  550  SW  12th  Ave.,  Bldg.  4, 
Deerfield  Beach.  FL  33442. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Part- 
time  position  in  1350-member  congregation.  Estab¬ 
lished  youth  program.  Located  in  Dallas  area.  Ideal 
for  seminary  student.  Send  resume  and  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  158,  Rockwall,  TX  75087. 
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This  choir  has  new  act — 'Sister  Act' 


Multicultural  worship:  church  as 


'Talking  'bout  my  God...' 

As  reported  on  the  TV  show,  “En¬ 
tertainment  Tonight,”  First  Church 
recently  received  permission  from 
Walt  Disney  Productions  to  borrow 
from  the  movie  sound  track. 


By  HEATHER  PECK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  choir  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Hollywood,  Calif.,  is 
bopping  to  reworked  “pop”  songs, 


hoping  to  emulate  the  success  of  the 
congregation  portrayed  in  the  hit 
movie,  “Sister  Act”  filmed  in  part  at 
the  church  last  year. 

The  Hollywood  church  was  one 
of  three  churches  used  to  film  the 


comedy,  “Sister  Act.”  The  movie 
stars  actor  Whoopi  Goldberg  as  a 
police  informant  who  hides  from 
her  would-be  killers  by  posing  as  a 
nun  in  a  convent. 

The  reverend  mother  assigns  Ms. 
Goldberg  as  choir  director,  and  she 
uses  her  street  smarts  to  convert  the 
off-key,  dreary  choir  into  the 
church’s  biggest  attraction,  match¬ 
ing  Christian  lyrics  to  ’60s  "do- 
wop”  songs. 


Now  the  choir’s  repertoire  includes 
“I  Will  Follow  Him,”  and  “My  Guy” 
by  the  late  Mary  Wells  (changed  in 
the  movie  to  “My  God”). 


The  singing  nuns  of  "Sister  Act" — shown  here  having  a  midnight  ice 
cream  party  in  the  convent  kitchen — have  inspired  the  choir  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Hollywood,  Calif.,  to  add  the  film's 
spirited  songs  to  their  repertoire. 


The  Hollywood  church  has  be¬ 
come  known  for  using  non-tradi- 
tional  songs  in  worship,  said  the 
Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera,  pastor  for 
eight  years. 

Choir  and  congregation  have 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

According  to  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Drino,  rector  of  a  St.  Philip’s  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  San  Jose,  Calif, 
the  best  way  for  churches  to  ap¬ 
proach  multicultural  worship  is  to 
see  themselves  as  laboratories, 
places  where  people  can  “expect  the 
unexpected.” 

On  Pentecost  Sunday  St.  Philip’s 
celebrated  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  arrival  of  Laotians  in  their 
midst.  In  their  honor,  the  congrega¬ 


tion  took  out  the  altar  and  pews, 
scattered  grass  mats  around  the 
floor  and  celebrated  communion 
with  rice  instead  of  bread. 

Two  Sundays  later  the  sanctuary 
was  filled  with  the  beating  of  drums 
and  plains  Indian  dancing  when 
several  parishioners  of  Sioux  heri¬ 
tage  were  baptized. 

Mr.  Drino’s  congregation  in¬ 
cludes  whites  like  himself — he  pre¬ 
fers  the  terms  "Anglo”  or 
“Euro-American” — and  significant 
numbers  of  Laotians,  Hispanics, 
blacks  and  Native  Americans.  Bur¬ 


geoning  cells  of  immigrants  from 
Cambodia  and  Belize  are  also  part 
of  the  400-member  congregation. 

To  acknowledge  its  diverse  ethnic 
makeup,  the  St.  Philip’s  buildings 
are  filled  with  icons  and  symbols 
representative  of  the  various  ethnic 
traditions.  A  reclining  Buddha,  for 
example,  is  displayed  along  with  a 
Laotian  candle  tree.  And  the  Virgin 
of  Guadalupe  brings  together  both 
Hispanic  and  Anglo  symbols. 

Openness  to  change,  a  willingness 
to  listen  to  others,  an  appreciation 
for  spontaneity,  and  a  commitment 


■Iticultural  congregations,  such  as  this  one  at  Chicago's  Uptown  Baptist  Church,  are  finding  them- 
ves  serving  as  worship  "laboratories,"  where  people  can  "expect  the  unexpected,"  says  the  Rev. 


>* va  aci  vnig  qj  nuiainp  lauui  atui  ica^  whcic  pcupic  La 

rry  Drino,  pastor  of  such  a  congregation  in  San  Jose,  Calif. 


worshiped  to  John  Lennon’s  “Imag¬ 
ine,”  and  the  Beatles’  “Here  Comes 
the  Sun,"  along  with  blues  songs 
from  the  black  tradition. 

According  to  Mr.  Castuera,  the 
revamped  pop  songs  match  his  phi¬ 
losophy  that  worship  can  have  a 
Christian  theme  and  deep  meaning 
without  constant  reference  to  the 
deity  and  “churchy”  language. 

Biblical  precedent 

He  draws  inspiration  from  the 
biblical  book  of  Esther,  which  is 
about  spiritual  duty  and  service  to 
community  without  any  direct  ref¬ 
erence  to  God. 

Mr.  Castuera  says  he  tries  to 
teach  his  500-member  congregation 
to  treat  religion  as  more  than  a 
“once-a-week  thing.”  By  melding 
secular  and  sacred  themes,  he  hopes 
to  reach  his  goal  of  encouraging 
people  to  live  their  faith  in  all  as¬ 
pects  of  their  lives. 

Heather  Peck,  a  student  at  West¬ 
ern  Kentucky  State  University,  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  is  a  summer  intern  at 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

laboratory 

to  sharing  power  are  all  elements  in 
the  ecclesiastical  brew  Mr.  Drino  is 
mixing  in  his  St.  Philip’s  laboratory. 

“We  are  ultimately  looking  for  a 
new  cultural  expression  that  is  not 
an  assimilation  but  that  is  bom  out 
of  a  process  of  transformation, 
something  much  more  profound  in 
terms  of  an  art,  an  expression  of  this 
moment  in  history,”  said  Mr.  Drino. 

Mr.  Drino’s  voice  is  one  in  a 
growing  chorus  of  church  leaders 
who  are  calling  on  congregations  to 
open  their  doors  to  people  of  all 
races  as  the  culture  itself  becomes 
more  diverse.  He  arrived  at  St.  Phil¬ 
ip’s  two  decades  ago,  in  the  wake  of 
the  civil  rights  movement. 

It  was  a  time  when  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  whites,  blacks  and  a  few  His¬ 
panics  was  divided  over  issues  of  race. 

But  San  Jose  began  to  change  dra¬ 
matically  with  a  massive  influx  of 
immigrants  from  Asia,  Mexico, 
Central  America,  the  Philippines, 
India  and  the  Pacific  Islands. 

One  startling  sign  of  change:  it 
takes  14  pages  in  the  local  tele¬ 
phone  directory  to  exhaust  the  Viet¬ 
namese  surname  “Nguyen” 
compared  to  eight  pages  for 
“Smith.” 

In  1982  Laotians  began  coming 
to  the  church  to  be  baptized.  St. 
Philip’s  held  classes  for  them  in 
Christianity,  and  eventually  the 
Laotians  asked  to  use  the  church’s 
facilities  for  a  Laotian  New  Year 
celebration.  Their  request  was 
granted,  and  even  more  Laotians 
became  familiar  with  St.  Philip’s. 

The  rest  is  history,  as  other  cul¬ 
tural  groups  began  flocking  to  the 
church. 


Dear  rtphnpoh 

Wife's  religious  fervor  is  killing 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  work  65  hours  a  week  on  aver¬ 
age  and  try  to  support  my  family 
while  my  wife  stays  home  with  the 
children.  We  have  been  barely  mak¬ 
ing  ends  meet  but  at  least  I  still 
have  a  job. 

This  is  the  problem.  In  the  last  six 
months  my  wife  has  got  religion.  I 
mean  she  is  at  church  every  mo¬ 
ment  I  am  home  to  stay  with  the 
kids. 

I  did  not  discourage  her  too  much 
because  I  was  brought  up  to  go  to 
church.  But  I  have  been  making  my 
own  suppers  and  feeding  the  kids 
night  after  night.  I  work  hard  and 
need  a  break, too. 

Anyway,  the  real  problem  is  her 
new  pastor — not  the  church  where 
we  were  married  and  have  been 
members  ever  since.  This  guy  wants 
her  to  stay  and  help  clean  up  after 
meetings. 

Sometimes  she  doesn’t  come 
home  until  after  we  are  all  asleep. 
She  says  they  have  a  big  group  and 
it  takes  a  lot  of  work  to  do  her  share 
since  she  can’t  give  money. 

What  she  is  really  mad  about  is 
that  I  won’t  let  her  give  a  tithe  of 
my  income  to  this  church.  She  im¬ 
plies  I  don’t  earn  enough  and  I  am  a 
heathen  and  the  pastor  says  I  am 
going  to  hell. 

At  first  wc  had  big  fights  about  it, 
but  now  I  just  walk  away. 

I  think  the  pastor  is  telling  her  to 


leave  me.  I  don’t  want  to  give  her 
any  reason  to  do  that.  But  I  am  so 
tired  and  I  don’t  see  anything  I  can 
do.  How  does  it  look  to  you? 

Tired  of  fighting. 

Dear  Tired : 

I  think  you  need  to  talk  with  your 
pastor  and  then  find  some  profes¬ 
sional  counseling — not  because  you 
have  a  problem  but  because  your 
wife  does.  You  need  to  learn  how  to 
handle  it. 

Some  people  suggest  that  a  person 


Jesus,  priceless  treasure, 

Source  of  purest  pleasure, 

Truest  friend  to  me. 

Long  my  heart  hath  panted. 

Till  it  well-nigh  fainted. 

Thirsting  after  thee. 

Thine  I  am,  O  spotless  Lamb. 

I  will  suffer  naught  to  hide  thee, 

Ask  for  naught  beside  thee. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Johann  Franck,  a  German  law¬ 
yer,  wrote  this  hymn  that  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  collection  compiled  by 
Johann  Cruger,  published  in  Berlin 
in  1653. 

Bom  in  1618  and  educated  at  the 


can  become  addicted  to  religion,  and 
some  religious  people  and  leaders 
encourage  this  kind  of  behavior. 
Then  there  are  pastors  who  prey  on 
vulnerable  women. 

You  need  someone  objective  who 
can  help  you  sort  this  all  out.  There 
are  too  many  unknowns  for  me  to 
try  to  advise  you. 

This  is  a  time  for  you  to  be  more 
faithful  in  prayer  and  taking  the 
children  to  Sunday  school  while  you 
go  to  church.  Hang  on  to  what  has 


University  of  Konigsberg,  he  prac¬ 
ticed  law  in  his  hometown  of  Gu- 
ben,  80  miles  southeast  of  Berlin. 

He  was  highly  respected  in  Gu- 
ben,  was  elected  to  the  city  council 
and  later  was  chosen  to  serve  as 
mayor. 

His  strong  Lutheran  faith  was  re¬ 
flected  in  his  Christian  life,  and  his 
more  than  100  hymns  reveal  a  deep 
trust  in  God. 

These  hymns  are  part  of  a  transi¬ 
tion  in  German  hymnody  in  the 
1 7th  century,  from  hymns  of  objec¬ 
tive  expression  to  hymns  of  subjec¬ 
tive  and  personal  feeling. 

The  intensity  of  personal  feeling 


marriage 

been  good  and  stable  in  your  life 
while  you  work  it  out  with  your  wife. 

God  is  with  you,  and  you  can  find 
strength  to  go  on  to  a  solution  that  is 
best  for  alt  of  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


in  this  hymn  brought  strong  criti¬ 
cism  from  some  Lutherans  of  that 
time,  who  felt  it  unfit  for  congrega¬ 
tional  use. 

The  music  so  completely  wedded 
to  the  hymn  first  appeared  in  Jo¬ 
hann  Cruger’s  collection  published 
in  Berlin  in  1653. 

Because  of  his  fondness  for  the  cho¬ 
rale  melody,  J.  S.  Bach  included  it  in 
his  cantatas  and  organ  works.  The 
harmonization  found  in  most  hym¬ 
nals  today  is  Bach’s,  made  in  1 723. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"  'Are  Ye  Able'  Said  the  Master" 


History  of 

Lawyer  penned  beloved  Lutheran  hymn 


CE 
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Belief  confronts  delegates 

NEW  YORK — A  representative  of  the  Mission  for  the  Coming 
Days,  located  in  East  Rutherford,  N.J.,  confronts  delegates  on 
their  way  to  the  recent  Democratic  National  Convention.  The 
group's  belief,  which  predicts  the  Second  Coming  of  Christ  on 
Oct.  28,  was  unique  among  the  religious  groups  which  vied  for 
the  political  party's  attention  on  many  issues. 


Gospel  singer  Sandi  Patti 
ends  marriage  of  1 3  years 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Gospel  music  superstar  Sandi 
Patti  has  filed  for  divorce  from  her 
husband  and  former  manager,  John 
Helvering,  citing  “irretrievable 
breakdown”  of  their  13-year  mar¬ 
riage. 

News  of  her  legal  action,  which 
occurred  in  Indianapolis,  surfaced 
recently  in  newsletters  of  Christian 
music  and  evangelical  groups. 

Pamela  Muse,  Ms.  Patti’s  publi¬ 
cist  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  said  the 
couple’s  relationship  had  been 
“very  painful.”  Ms.  Muse  said,  “Af¬ 
ter  much  prayer  and  counsel,  this 
decision  has  been  reached. 

“This  step  is  the  last,  regrettable 
option.  It  is  certainly  a  sad  and  un¬ 
fortunate  situation,  and  Sandi  cov¬ 


ets  your  prayers.” 

Ms.  Patti  has  received  five  Gram¬ 
my  Awards  from  the  Academy  of  Re¬ 
cording  Arts  &  Sciences  and  was 
named  Female  Vocalist  of  the  Year 
for  the  1 1  th  consecutive  year  from  the 
Gospel  Music  Association  in  April. 

She  had  been  scheduled  to  sing 
during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  June  10  but  canceled 
that  appearance.  In  so  doing,  she 
said  she  had  decided  not  to  make 
any  appearances  for  the  first  half  of 
the  year  in  order  to  devote  more 
time  to  her  family. 

However,  Ms.  Muse  said  Ms.  Pat¬ 
ti  is  planning  to  keep  commitments 
for  personal  appearances  for  the 
rest  of  this  year,  most  of  which  are 
at  music  festivals. 


Wildmon's  group  targets 
Murphy  Brown  sponsors 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

When  television’s  fictional  Mur¬ 
phy  Brown  had  a  child  out  of  wed¬ 
lock  last  spring,  it  was  too  much  for 
Vice  President  Dan  Quayle. 

And  when  the  show’s  co-creator 
decided  to  attack  Mr.  Quayle  re¬ 
cently,  it  was  too  much  for  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon  of  the  American 
Family  Association. 

As  a  result,  sponsors  of  the  "Mur¬ 
phy  Brown"  series  on  CBS  have  be¬ 
come  the  latest  boycott  targets  of 
Mr.  Wildmon  and  his  association 
based  in  Tupelo,  Miss. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  announced  recently 
that  “Americans  who  are  tired  of 
having  their  values  ridiculed  by 
Murphy  Brown”  should  boycott 
such  companies  as  Toyota,  Bristol 
Myers  Squibb,  Kellogg  and  Pep¬ 
siCo.,  all  of  which  are  leading  ad¬ 
vertisers  on  the  program. 

Nationwide  discussion 

Mr.  Quayle  stirred  a  national  debate 
in  May  when  he  accused  the  fictional 
Brown  of  betraying  family  values  by 
having  a  child  out  of  wedlock. 

She  was,  he  said,  “mocking  the 
importance  of  fathers  by  bearing  a 
child  alone  and  calling  it  just  anoth¬ 
er  ‘lifestyle  choice.’  ” 

Mr.  Wildmon  decided  to  jump  in 
the  fray  after  two  people  associated 
with  the  program  aroused  his  ire. 

First,  Diane  English,  the  co-cre¬ 
ator  of  the  series,  announced  that 
the  first  new  episode  of  the  situation 
comedy  in  the  fall  will  make  refer¬ 
ence  to  Mr.  Quayle’s  comments.  She 
declined  to  reveal  specifics. 

Next,  Jeff  Sagansky,  president  of 
CBS  Entertainment,  said  he  consid¬ 
ered  Mr.  Quayle’s  criticism  of  Mur¬ 
phy  Brown  to  have  been  politically 
motivated 


In  a  telephone  interview,  Mr. 
Wildmon  said  he  was  calling  for  a 
boycott  of  the  program’s  sponsors 
because  of  the  “arrogance”  of  both 
English  and  Sagansky. 

Providing  funds  or  not? 

In  a  news  release  announcing  the 
boycott,  Mr.  Wildmon  said  the  spon¬ 
sors  of  the  “Murphy  Brown”  pro¬ 
gram  are  "providing  funds  to  help 
presidential  candidate  Bill  Clinton.” 

Asked  for  specifics,  Mr.  Wildmon 
said,  “They’re  using  the  program  to 
belittle  a  candidate  for  office,  and 
that  would  help  promote  the  other 
candidate.  It’s  not  providing  funds 
to  the  campaign.” 

The  sponsors  of  “Murphy  Brown” 
join  a  long  list  of  companies  on  Mr. 
Wildmon’s  blacklist.  Since  1977, 
when  he  founded  the  association’s 
predecessor  group,  the  National  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Decency,  he  has  called  for 
numerous  boycotts. 

Among  the  most  recent,  he  urged  a 
boycott  of  blue  jeans  and  other  prod¬ 
ucts  made  by  Levi  Strauss  &  Co.  for 
their  decision  to  cut  off  contributions 
to  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  based 
on  that  organization's  rule  against  al¬ 
lowing  practicing  homosexuals  to 
serve  as  scout  masters. 

He  has  also  called  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  because  of  its  grants  to  art¬ 
ists  who  create  works  on  homosex¬ 
ual  themes. 

Pepsico  Inc.,  one  of  the  targets  of 
the  new  boycott,  was  also  attacked 
by  Mr.  Wildmon  in  1989  for  using 
rock  singer  Madonna  in  a  television 
ad  campaign. 

After  Mr.  Wildmon  and  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Rene  Gracida  of 
Corpus  Christi.  Texas,  protested  the 
commercials  because  of  what  they 
considered  Madonna’s  anti-Chris¬ 
tian  image,  Pepsico  cancelled  the 
campaign. 
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Recent  Statistics 


The  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  in  Louisiana 

Things  Are  Happening  With  Louisiana  Campus  Ministries 


1 .  There  are  more  students  in  the  U.S.  today  than  ever  before. 

2.  The  number  of  Methodist  students  today  is  very  high. 

3.  The  concentration  of  Methodists  is  greater  on  campuses  than  in  the 
U.S.  population  generally. 

4.  Among  full-time  students,  78%  are  students  of  traditional  age. 

5.  Most  full-time  students  still  live  in  residence  halls  on  campus  or  in 
private  apartments  nearby. 

6.  The  two-year  colleges  are  growing  much  faster  than  the  four-year  ones. 

7.  The  number  of  non-traditional  students  has  risen  sharply  in  recent 
years. 

8.  The  age  of  pluralism  is  here,  but  some  campuses  are  far  more  di¬ 
verse  than  others. 

9.  The  number  of  women  students  has  significantly  increased  and  their 
academic  interests  have  changed. 

10.  Polls  are  indicating  that  students  in  the  90’s  will  be  more  concerned 
about  social  issues  generally,  and  about  environmental  issues  in  par¬ 
ticular. 


Campus  Ministry:  A  Mission  of  the  Church 


This  year’s  campus  ministry 
page  is  devoted  to  letting  you 
know  what  the  eleven  ministries 
are  doing.  Campus  ministry  is  a 
mission  of  the  church.  How  are 
the  various  Wesley  Foundations 
and  ecumenical  units  approach¬ 
ing  the  work.  On  this  page  you 
will  find  a  small  sampling  of 
events,  emphases,  and  ongoing 
programs.  Student  ministry  is 
still  at  the  heart  of  what  we  do. 
though  there  is  an  increased  em¬ 
phasis  on  faculty/staff  and  the 
university  itself  as  components 
of  campus  ministry. 
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Loyola 


Happenings  from  The  United  Methodist  Center  of  Tulane/Loyola. 


Pictured  is  a  student  panel  from  TUCM  (LSU)  discussing  the  last 
governor's  campaign  and  racism. 


These  LSU  students  shown  are 
part  of  a  work  group  which 
went  to  Reynosa,  Mexico. 


We're  making 
a  difference 


What  is  the 
Wesley  Foundation? 

<  The  Wesley  Foundation  is  an 
inter-denominational  campus 
ministry  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  offer 
programming  that  is  full  of  fun, 
fellowship  and  faith  in  Jesus. 

Louisiana  Tech  University 
255-3112 


^upcr  September 


SepL  11  All-University  Dance 

Sept.  21  'Gabriel*  In  Concert 

Tech  Student  Center 

Sept.  25  *The  Great  Hot  Springs 
thru  27  Get-Away*  -  Retreat 
to  Camp  Taneco 

SepL  29  ‘Convenant  Players* 

Christian  Drama  Group 


The  United  Campus  Ministry 

Grumbling  State  University 

P.O.  Box  8 1  Office  (3 1 8)  274-2354 

Grambling,  LA  71245  Home  (318)  247-6943 

Quinton  J.  Gibson,  Sr.,  Director 


Wesley  Foundation 


sponsors  writing  contest 


By  ANDREA  DEWEY 
Staff  Writer 

McNeese  Wesley  Foundation  is 
asking  students  to  stop  and  think 
about  who  they  are  and  where  they 
are  going. 

In  the  next  two  weeks,  undergrad¬ 
uates  will  have  a  chance  to  sharpen 
their  writing  skills  and  discover 
themselves  in  a  unique  poetry  and 
short  story  contest. 

Wesley  Foundation  is  sponsoring 
the  creative  writing  contest  which 
focuses  on  a  main  theme  —  “Faith, 
Through  the  Beauty  of  the  Written 
Word.” 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor,  campus  minis¬ 
ter  and  director  of  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  says  the  contest  “is  to  reflect 
faith  and  to  encourage  all  people  to 
write  about  faith.”  The  purpose  of  the 
contest  is  to  challenge  students  to  ex¬ 
press  their  faith  in  writing. 

Poems  are  limited  to  50  lines, 
and  short  stories  cannot  be  longer 
than  800  words.  Students  may  sub¬ 


mit  two  entries  on  Nov.  11-12  at 
the  Wesley  Foundation  on  501  E. 
Sale  Road.  Poems  and  short  stories 
must  be  turned  in  between  9  a.m. 
and  3  p.m. 

Taylor  says  the  public  is  invited 
to  read  the  entries  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation  before  the  pieces  are 
judged.  Three  McNeese  professors 
will  select  first,  second,  and  third 
place  winners  in  both  categories  of 
poetry  and  short  stories.  Prizes  will 
also  be  awarded  to  the  top  three  en¬ 
tries  in  each  group. 

Winning  entries  will  be  announced 
and  read  on  Nov.  20  during  a  noon 
luncheon  at  the  Wesley  Foundation. 
Students  whose  works  are  chosen  as 
the  best  in  their  category  may  be 
asked  to  read  their  poem  or  short  sto¬ 
ry  at  the  reception. 

For  more  information  about  the 
contest  contact  Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 
at  477-2191. 

This  contest  was  held  during  the 
1991-92  school  year.  This  poem  was 
the  winning  entry. 


'Faith  At  Work' 


Faith  is  God  at  hand 
like  towering  trees 
and  burning  sand 

He  can  enter  anyone 
his  friends  or  foes 
His  only  purpose 
He  only  knows 

Faith  like  fire 
in  the  night 
gives  sound  to  all 
and  brilliant  sights 

Faith  is  like  a  child 
tender  and  ever  present 
It’s  around 
when  you  need 
and  even 
when  you  don’t 

Faith  is  like  a  circle 
in  the  sand 
God  reaches  out 
to  give  you 
a  hand 

Faith  is  my  cross 
which  I  carry  around 
even  when  I’m  harrassed 
and  continually  put  down 


Faith  when  I’m  alone 
comes  to  my  side 
It  graces  me 
and  gives  me  stride 

Faith  is  continuous 
like  clockwork 
day  by  day 
it’s  there  on  time 
to  keep  from  stray 

Faith  is  my  cup 
in  which  I  show  proudly 
without  I’d  be  nothing 
and  fall  loudly 
in  a  crowd  of  people 
who  don’t  believe 
that  very  cup  is  a  King 

By  beating  sticks 

I’d  die  for  him 

the  one  who  created  Faith 

the  purpose  for  it  all 

I’d  incircle  fear 
with  the  most  bravery 
I’d  show  them 
that  I’m  not  alone 
not  without  Him 


Scenes  from  The  United  Campus  Ministry  of  Grambling  State  University. 


Campus  ^Ministry  in  Vision  2000 

A  learning  Experience  On  Campus  D Vtinistry 


Advisors  .  .  .  Pastors  .  .  .  Cay  Leaders  . . .  Educators  .  . .  youth 

The 


Wesley 


Campus 


Ministry 


Serving 

UNO,  SUNO,  and 
Delgado 

Rev.  Dale  Branch 
United  Methodist 
Campus  Minister 
(504)286-5380 


4 1 28  Franklin  Avenue, 
New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  70122 


Shown  are  participants  from  the  VISION  2000  workshop  held  at 
Gentilly  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Wesley  Campus  Ministry  serving  UNO,  SUNO,  and  Delgado. 


Earth  Day  1992  Festival  at  NCM 


April  22  was  an  exciting  day  at  Northeast 
Campus  Ministry,  as  we  sponsored  “Earth 
Day,  1992”  celebrations  on  our  grounds.  The 
Ministry,  along  with  29  other  non-profit  orga¬ 
nizations,  celebrated  our  planet.  Booths,  food 
and  entertainment  filled  our  yard  and  the  pic¬ 
nic  area  across  the  street. 

Hundreds  of  students,  ranging  from  pre¬ 
schoolers  to  high-schoolers  to  NLU  students, 
attended  the  event  and  learned  about  the  need 
to  preserve  our  earth.  The  Soil  Conservation 
Service  (SCS)  booth  aimed  its  message  to¬ 
wards  children.  Information  on  litter,  recy¬ 
cling,  saving  energy,  endangered  species  and 
de-forestation  was  available  to  all  who  enjoyed 
the  day. 

It  was  not  only  a  day  for  “saving  the 
whales,"  but  also  a  day  for  promoting  world 
peace  and  justice  issues.  Several  booths  dealt 


with  international  understanding  and  relation¬ 
ships. 

The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  the 
Episcopal  Diocese  and  Catholic  Campus  Min¬ 
istries  also  participated  to  show  the  concern  of 
the  Church  for  environmental  issues. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  day  was  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  popular  duo,  “Trout  Fishing 
in  America,”  which  was  paid  for  by  the  Union 
Board.  The  Inter-Denominational  Ensemble 
(IDE)  and  other  faculty,  student  and  local  en¬ 
tertainers  donated  their  time  and  delighted  the 
crowds  all  day  long. 

Featured  speakers  were  Dr.  Paul  Ferguson 
from  the  NLU  Toxicology  Department  and 
Jack  Williams  from  Save  Our  River  Environ¬ 
ment  (SORE).  NLU  President  Lawson  Swear¬ 
ingen  also  came  by  to  greet  the  crowd,  as  did 
Lois  Breaux,  wife  of  U.S.  Senator  John 
Breaux. 


The  food  booth  was  staffed  by  the  Campus 
Ministry  Board,  who  served  up  vegetarian  de¬ 
lights  and  washed  dishes  all  day  long  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  use  of  disposable  items.  The  Ministry 
also  sold  t-shirts  promoting  Earth  Day  and  fea¬ 
turing  the  winning  design  from  a  campus-wide 
poster  contest. 

This  event  received  a  great  deal  of  press  cov¬ 
erage  and  thus  helped  raise  awareness  of  the 
work  done  by  Northeast  Campus  Ministry. 
Earth  Day  celebrations  could  not  have  taken 
place  without  the  sponsorship  from  the  Oua¬ 
chita  Parish  Recycling  and  Litter  Control 
Commission,  which  provided  $3500  for  print¬ 
ing  posters,  advertising  and  renting  the  tents 
for  the  day. 

Plans  are  already  being  made  for  Earth  Day 
1993,  which  will  be  co-sponsored  by  the  Recy¬ 
cling  Commission  and  the  Catholic  Campus 
Ministries. 
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Where 
Are  You 
Skating? 


Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 

Superintendent 

Acadiana  District 


How  often  have  you  considered  what  the  most  important  things  in  life 
are  to  you?  Some  people  may  go  through  their  entire  lives  and  just  con¬ 
centrate  on  those  things  that  need  doing  in  the  present  moment.  These 
are  the  persons  who  are  more  likely  to  “react”  to  life  than  to  really  try  to 
live  with  meaning  and  creativity.  Most  times  folks  who  get  into  this  trap 
do  not  intend  to,  but  they  seem  to  be  caught  in  a  cycle  of  responses  and 
seldom  act  in  a  spontaneous  way. 

Other  people  seem  to  identify  their  goal  of  happiness  or  meaning 
within  the  context  of  success  or  achievement.  These  persons  are  always 
reaching  for  one  more  accomplishment,  one  more  victory,  one  more  way 
that  they  can  feel  that  they  have  justified  their  existence  in  the  world. 
These  are  the  “Type  A”  personalities  who  never  can  seem  to  find  enough 
challenges  for  their  lives. 

I  am  impressed,  however,  by  the  fact  that  there  are  people  who  truly 
know  the  values  by  which  they  wish  to  live.  They  are  in  touch  with  their 
goals  and  dreams.  For  them,  life  is  much  more  than  a  reaction  to  outside 
stimuli.  It  is  also  more  than  simply  climbing  a  ladder  of  success  for  its 
own  sake.  It  is  a  true  venture  into  arenas  which  hold  potential  for  their 
personal  growth  and  enrichment.  In  other  words,  these  are  the  people 
who  have  come  to  terms  with  what  they  want  life  to  mean  to  them. 

Does  it  always  work?  If  by  “work”  one  means  that  the  end  results  are 
always  certain  and  that  outward  signs  of  success  are  promised,  then  the 
answer  is  “no.”  If  by  “work”  we  mean  the  development  of  personal  and 
spiritual  insight  and  strength,  then  the  answer  is  a  resounding  “yes.” 

In  a  silly  little  popular  song  several  years  ago,  Roger  Miller  sang, 
“You  can’t  roller  skate  in  a  buffalo  herd,/  But  you  can  be  happy  if  you’ve 
a  mind  to.” 

Sometimes  I  get  the  feeling  that  a  lot  of  us  are  trying  to  get  our  happi¬ 
ness  and  meaning  out  of  life  by  trying  fo.  “roller  skate  in  a  buffalo  herd.” 
It  will  never  happen  that  way.  We  must  learn  to  claim  some  essential 
values  and  live  by  them  if  we  are  to  find  peace  for  our  lives. 


Pastor's  Father  To  Speak 
As  Asbury,  Natchitoches 
Notes  126th  Anniversary 


Rev.  James  A.  Graham 


Asbury  UMC, 
704  Fifth  St., 
Natchitoches, 
will  observe  its 
126th  church  an¬ 
niversary  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  1 6, 
with  a  special 
service  at  3  p.m. 

Dr.  John  Har¬ 
ry  Graham,  re¬ 
tired  staff  mem¬ 


ber  with  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  of  the  UMC  in  New  York  City, 
will  speak. 

He  served  in  a  number  of  official 
capacities  in  the  former  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction. 

Coauthor  of  One  in  the  Lord,  A 
History  of  Ethnic  Minorities  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
UMC,  he  also  wrote  Black  United 
Methodist:  Retrospect  and  Prospect 
and  other  books  and  articles.  His 
article,  “Black  People  and  Their 


United  Method¬ 
ist  Heritage,” 
was  published  in 
The  Discipline. 

Graham,  who 
retired  in  1977, 
is  the  father  of 
the  pastor  of  As¬ 
bury,  the  Rev.  J. 

A.  Graham. 

Asbury  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  j  866  Dr- 10*"1  Cra^am 
by  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Hayward,  ac¬ 
cording  to  research  by  Bill  McCut- 
cheon,  Baton  Rouge  historian.  He 
said  the  congregation’s  records 
show  that  a  structure  for  Asbury 
Church  was  built  by  former  slaves 
in  1867  on  the  comer  of  St.  Denis 
and  Fifth  Street.  Asbury  has  been  in 
that  location  since  that  time.  The 
church  produced  early  civil  rights 
leaders  in  Natchitoches  Parish  and 
through  the  years  has  provided  the 
community  with  leaders  in  educa¬ 
tion,  religion  and  other  fields. 


Workshop  Aug.  29  To  Show 
How  To  Publicize  Events 
At  Church  and  In  The  Media 


Some  of  Louisiana’s  professional 
communicators  will  participate  in  a 
Conference-wide  Communications 
Workshop  that  also  will  feature  two 
experts  from  out-of-state.  The  Rev. 
Ken  Chalker  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
who  took  a  dying  church  and  by 
means  of  publicity  within  and  out¬ 
side  the  church  created  a  thriving 
congregation  with  greatly  increased 
attendance,  will  be  featured  speak¬ 
er. 

UM  Communications  expert,  De¬ 
anna  K.  Armstrong  of  Kansas  City, 
MO.,  will  conduct  part  of  the  work¬ 
shop  set  for  Saturday,  Aug.  29,  be¬ 
ginning  with  registration  at  8:30 
a.m.  in  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge. 

Registrations  have  been  received 
from  many  parts  of  the  state  includ¬ 
ing  Shreveport,  Natchitoches,  Lul- 


ing,  New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge  and 
St.  Amant. 

Clergy,  church  newsletter  and 
newspaper  editors,  communications 
committee  members,  secretaries 
and  others  who  handle  promotion 
of  church  events  will  benefit  from 
the  workshop,  Sarah  Kreutziger, 
chairman,  said.  Printed  materials  to 
assist  churches  with  communica¬ 
tions  will  be  available. 

To  register,  send  name,  address 
and  church  name  along  with  the  fee 
of  $15  (which  includes  lunch)  to: 
Conference  Communications 
Workshop,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5720.  Make 
check  payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  with  a  memo  designat¬ 
ing  it  for  Communications  Work¬ 
shop. 


In  costume  for  the 
recent  Summer 
Pops  Variety 
Show  at  Munhol- 
land  UMC,  Me¬ 
tairie,  were  "Aunt 
and  Uncle  Sam/' 
Mary  Ruth  Shanks 
and  Garbis  Keri- 
mian.  Proceeds 
from  the  patriotic 
music  program 
benefited  the  Su¬ 
sie  May  Munhol- 
land  Scholarship 
Fund  to — assist 
members  who 
pursue  ministerial 
careers.  Recog¬ 
nized  were  the 
Rev.  Tracy  L. 
Mackenzie,  pas¬ 
tor,  Church  Point- 
lota-Maxie 
Charge,  first  re¬ 
cipient  of  the 
scholarship,  and 
JoBeth  Rees,  who 
will  attend  semi¬ 
nary  this  fall. 


FISH  Scholarship  Student 
Back  Home  in  Philippines 
Honored  As  A  Top  Scientist 


Sugar,  a  miniature  horse  that  belongs  to  Paige  Gore,  made  a  sur¬ 
prise  visit  to  the  Bible  School  at  Grayson  UMC  to  the  delight  of  the 
youngsters.  Theme  was  “Son  Mountain."  Based  on  Proverbs,  studies 
emphasized  ways  to  live  wisely  by  using  God's  word  as  a  guide  to 
help  make  difficult  decisions,  the  Rev.  Minns  Robertson,  pastor 
said. 


Among  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odist’s  success  stories  is  the  FISH 
project  (For  Indigenous  Self  Help), 
a  Conference  Advance  Special. 
Highly  qualified  scientists  from 
countries  which  are  deficient  in 
food  production  come  to  this  coun¬ 
try  to  pursue  advanced  degrees  in 
courses  related  to  food  production. 
After  graduation  they  work  toward 
eliminating  hunger  and  malnutri¬ 
tion  in  their  countries. 

“Of  the  many  fascinating  aspects 
of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
World  Hunger  Scholarship  (FISH) , 
one  of  the  most  gratifying  is  that  of 
hearing  from  the  scientists  after 
they  have  returned  home,”  J.W. 
Moore  of  Monroe,  FISH  board 
member,  said. 

He  was  especially  pleased  to  learn 
that  Dr.  Violeta  N.  Villegas  had 
been  selected  as  one  of  the  top  10 
scientists  in  the  Philippines.  She  re¬ 
ceived  a  Ph.D.  degree  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Horticulture  at  LSU  in 
1987  under  the  FISH  program.  Her 
award  was  made  by  the  National 
Academy  of  Science  and  Technol¬ 
ogy  of  the  Philippines. 

According  to  reports  from  Ma¬ 
nila,  she  was  recognized  for  “her  re¬ 
search  on  the  use  of  biotechnology 
through  on-farm  trials.  Her  study 
will  help  overcome  breeding  prob¬ 
lems.  Embryo  rescue  of  incompati¬ 
ble  crosses  has  been  successful  in 
papaya,  making  it  possible  to  trans¬ 
fer  important  traits  from  the  wild  to 
improved  varieties.” 

Dr.  Bill  Patrick,  director  of  the 
scholarship,  remembers  Dr.  Ville¬ 
gas  as  one  of  the  best  students  in  the 
program.  Money  invested  in  fur¬ 
thering  her  education  will  pay  divi¬ 
dends  for  the  Filipino  people  for 


Pictured  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  where  they  represented  Louisi¬ 
ana  at  Prison  Felowship's  National  Training  Conference  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  Carol  Civils,  Bill  and  Carol  McMahan,  all  of  Baton  Rouge,  and 
Keith  Tucker  of  Lafayette. 

Prison  Fellowship  Aids 
Prisoners  and  Families 

■  In-Prison  Seminars-Trained  in¬ 
structors,  supported  by  volunteer 
small  group  leaders,  focus  on  Chris¬ 
tian  growth  in  three-day  seminars. 
A  new  “Life  Plan  Seminar”  helps 
prisoners  take  responsibility  for 
past  actions  and  set  future  goals. 

■  Bible  Studies-Volunteers  help 
prisoners  dig  deeper  into  God’s 
Word  and  encourage  them  to  share 
personal  concerns.  In  Louisiana, 
about  40  Bible  study  sessions  meet 
regularly  in  state,  federal  and  local 
prisons  and  jails. 

■  Angel  Tree  Project-Through 
this  program  local  church  volun¬ 
teers  provide  Christmas  gifts  for 
prisoners’  children.  Last  year  4,537 
children  in  Louisiana  were  served. 

■  Marriage  Seminars-Couples,  in 
which  one  partner  is  in  prison,  have 
opportunities  to  restore  or  develop 
communications  by  studying  Bibli¬ 
cal  principles  of  marriage.  They  are 
helped  to  understand  how  the  pris¬ 
on  experience  has  affected  their 
marriage  in  order  to  face  the  stress¬ 
es  that  often  occur  upon  release 
from  prison. 

■  Other  projects-PF  also  spon¬ 
sors  mentoring  programs,  commu¬ 
nity  service  projects  and  pen  pal 
programs. 

Since  PF  is  a  Louisiana  UM  Con¬ 
ference  Advance  Special,  financial 
contributions  may  be  made  any 
time  through  designated  giving  at 
local  churches.  (Churches  receiving 
funds  should  place  them  on  line 
4400  of  the  Remittance  Report  and 
include  an  Advance  Special  Sheet.) 

To  ask  about  getting  involved  as 
volunteers  in  PF  contact  DeLoach, 
(504)  293-5345. 


United  Methodist  congregations 
were  challenged  by  a  resolution  at 
the  1984  General  Conference  to  be¬ 
come  more  active  in  visiting  prison¬ 
ers  and  ex-offenders  and  making 
disciples  of  them  and  their  families. 
Prison  Fellowship  was  recommend¬ 
ed  as  a  resource  for  guidance  and 
training  in  prison  ministry. 

As  part  of  PF,  United  Methodists 
join  with  other  persons  to  regularly 
visit  state  and  federal  prisons  and 
to  participate  in  ministry  to  in¬ 
mates  and  their  families. 

Louisiana  has  an  active  PF  minis¬ 
try.  Keith  Tucker  of  First  UMC, 
Lafayette,  and  Bill  and  Carol 
McMahan  and  Carol  Civils,  all  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
went  to  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  to 
attend  training  for  seminar  instruc¬ 
tors.  They  are  now  involved  in  con¬ 
ducting  seminars  in  prisons. 

PF  was  founded  in  1976  by 
Charles  Colson,  former  special 
counsel  to  President  Richard  Nix¬ 
on.  Colson  committed  his  life  to 
Christ  and  later  served  seven 
months  in  prison  for  his  involve¬ 
ment  in  Watergate. 

“Seeing  how  desperately  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  in-Chi4st-was  needed 
in  prison  led  him  to  found  PF  short¬ 
ly  after  his  release,”  Civils  said. 

Thousands  of  volunteers  are  ac¬ 
tive  in  prisons  throughout  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  in  other  countries. 

Shirley  DeLoach,  area  director  of 
the  Prison  Fellowship,  urges  local 
churches  to  become  part  of  the  vol¬ 
unteer  network  and  take  advantage 
of  PF  resources  and  training. 

She  highlighted  a  few  of  PF’s  pro¬ 
grams  in  Louisiana. 


Dr.  Violeta  N.  Villegas 

decades  to  come,  he  added. 

Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  who  was 
senior  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport,  at  the  time  the  church 
sponsored  a  full  scholarship  for  the 
student  said,  “It  was  one  of  the  best 
things  we  ever  did.” 

Dr.  Villegas  appreciates  the  assis¬ 
tance  and  what  it  has  meant  to  her 
life  and  career  and  to  her  country, 
Moore  mentioned. 

For  additional  information  about 
FISH  contact  Dr.  William  H.  Pat¬ 
rick  Jr.,  Boyd  Professor  of  Marine 
Sciences,  Center  for  Wetland  Re¬ 
sources,  LSU,  Baton  Rouge,  LA, 
70803-751  1,(504/388-8810). 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
Office  is  Relocated 

The  Volunteers  in  Mission  office  of 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  has  been 
moved  from  its  former  address  in 
Lewisville,  TX,  and  is  located  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  office,  6155 
Samuell  Blvd.,  Dallas,  TX  75228, 
Phone  214/321-7077;  Fax  214/321- 
7560.  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Missions  and  Administration, 
is  the  contact  person. 


judge  C.  Stewart  Urges 
Participation  in  Meet 
'Black  Men  in  Crisis' 


Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris,  newly 
elected  bishop  of  Northwest  Texas/ 
New  Mexico  Area,  will  be  keynote 
speaker  for  a  national  conference  on 
“Black  Men  in  Crisis;  Regaining  Our 
Balance.”  Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart  of 
the  Second  Circuit,  State  of  Louisi¬ 
ana.  who  is  from  Shreveport  and  is 
Louisiana  Conference’s  new  lay  lead¬ 
er,  will  be  a  presenter  in  the  area  of 
peace  and  justice. 

Scheduled  Aug.  28-30,  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  in  Nashville. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
General  Division  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men. 

Open  to  all  interested  persons,  the 


conference  will  offer  materials,  re¬ 
sources,  ideas  and  program  models 
on  ways  to  attract  black  men  to 
churches  and  how  to  minister  more 
effectively  to  the  men. 

“I  encourage  both  clergy  and  laity 
from  our  conference  to  participate,” 
Judge  Stewart  said. 

A  number  of  speakers,  who  are  ex¬ 
pert  in  various  fields,  will  partici¬ 
pate. 

Registration  fee  of  $50  covers  the 
cost  of  program  and  materials. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  Aug.  20. 
For  information  or  to  register  contact 
Allen  Brown,  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Division,  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202;  phone  615/340-7128. 


Around  the  Conference 


Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  Slidell  had 

about  100  children  daily  attending  its 
Vacation  Bible  School  in  June.  The 
week-long  event  culminated  with  a  pic¬ 
nic  at  John  Slidell  Park.  Pastor  of  the 
church  is  the  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell. 

*  *  * 

Baton  Rouge  District  has  moved  its 
offices  from  the  Conference  Office  on 
North  Boulevard  to  One  American 
Place,  Suite  635,  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
70825,  phone  338-1898.  The  Rev.  C. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Brenda  Nero,  secretary,  may 
be  contacted  there. 

*  *  * 

Coping  with  the  August  heat:  For 
their  First  Monday  at  First  Methodist 
music  and  luncheon  event.  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  had  as  their  decorating 
theme,  “The  Dog  Days  of  August.” 

To  cope  with  the  heat,  some  congre¬ 
gations  have  casual  Sundays.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  Worship  Committee  of  First 
UMC,  Mansfield,  has  extended  their 
Shirt-Sleeve  Sundays  through  August 


encouraging  casual,  cool  attire  for  wor¬ 
ship  and  other  activities. 

*  •  * 

Clarification  in  article  naming  new 
Centenary  College  trustees  (July  31  is¬ 
sue):  Mat  Kawasaki,  a  new  trustee,  is  a 
member  of  First  UMC,  Slidell,  and  has 
a  business  in  New  Orleans.  Another 
new  trustee  the  Rev.  Bobby  Potter,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Shreveport  District, 
was  formerly  head  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  now 
chaired  by  the  Rev.  Ed  Boyd,  pastor. 
First  UMC,  New  Iberia. 


Bishop  is  Grandfather 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  Oden  wel¬ 
comed  a  new  grandchild,  Sarah  Eliza¬ 
beth  Oden,  bom  July  22.  The  baby  girl 
is  the  daughter  of  the  Oden’s  son  and 
daughter-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dirk 
Oden  of  Alamosa,  Colo.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Oden  are  now  blessed  with  two 
grandchildren. 
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Editorial; 


Artists  and  ministry 


You’ve  heard  ministry  referred  to 
as  an  art.  But  how  often  have  you 
heard  art  referred  to  as  ministry? 
“Not  often,”  you  say? 

Then  it's  time  you  got  acquainted 
with  the  likes  of  United  Methodist 
laywomen  Millie  Janka  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Mich,  and  Jeany  Coughran  of 
San  Angelo,  Texas. 

Ms.  Janka  is  a  calligraphic  textile 
artist  who  created  three  enormous 
banners  to  depict  the  themes  of  the 
recent  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
conference  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

Ms.  Coughran  and  her  husband, 
Joe,  led  a  team  of  laypeople  who  have 
made  four  large  stained  glass  windows 
for  the  sanctuary  of  their  church.  Sier¬ 
ra  Vista  UMC  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

In  both  instances,  the  creations  of 
these  artists  depict  their  visions  of 
the  sacred  in  contemporary  life. 
They  demonstrate  what  Ms.  Janka 
put  into  words: 

“Visual  arts  are  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  life  of  church,”  she  said. 
“Pictures  help  people  see  ways  they 
can  live  out  the  Gospel.” 

After  all  that,  one  hardly  is  sur¬ 
prised  to  hear  Ms.  Janka  state: 

“Art  is  my  ministry.” 

And  what  a  ministry  it  is! 
Unfortunately,  creative  artists 
such  as  Ms.  Janka,  the  Coughrans 
and  their  companions  frequently  do 
not  receive  adequate  notice  or  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  many  ways  in 
which  their  work  enriches  and  pro¬ 
motes  the  life  of  faith. 

Instead,  creativity  in  the  form  of 
the  visual  arts,  music,  and  drama. 


to  name  just  a  few,  too  often  is  ac¬ 
corded  the  status  in  many  church 
quarters  of  a  “frill” — nice  but  not 
on  a  par  with  the  church’s  basic 
spiritual  and  moral  witness  such  as 
worship  and  outreach  to  others. 

The  creations  of  artists — whether 
they  be  visual  artists,  musicians,  sing¬ 
ers,  liturgical  dancers  or  craftspeo¬ 
ple — tell  otherwise:  Art  is  a  frequently 
powerful  and  even  transforming  win¬ 
dow  on  the  sacred,  that  is,  the  living 
presence  of  a  God  who  touches  all  the 
human  senses.  And  the  realization 
that  such  artists  are  among  the  “ordi¬ 
nary''  people  of  God  witnesses  to  the 
creative  power  within  each  of  us. 

Indeed,  our  forebears  in  the  faith 
often  reflected  more  than  do  many 
modern  Christians  a  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  and  encouragement  of  art 
as  ministry.  Witness,  for  example, 
priceless  treasures  of  music,  mosa¬ 
ics  and  painting  that  originated  in 
the  church  of  earlier  centuries,  and 
that,  even  in  our  time,  touch  a  re¬ 
sponsive  chord  in  our  souls. 

We  who  believe  in  a  creator  God 
should  be  more  affirming  than  we 
often  are  of  gifts  of  creativity 
among  the  followers  of  Christ. 

Does  your  congregation  know 
who  your  artists  are?  Do  you  in¬ 
clude  artists  in  your  worship  and 
program  planning?  Do  you  regular¬ 
ly  take  time  to  honor  the  artists  in 
your  midst — your  musicians,  paint¬ 
ers.  craftspeople  and  others? 

If  we’re  not  nurturing  the  minis¬ 
try  of  art,  we  still  have  something  to 
leam  about  the  art  of  ministry. 


My  Witness 

Seeking  little  blessings 
caused  great  discovery 


Stained  glass  artist  Joe  Coughran  (inset)  works  on  a  window  that  he 
and  his  wife  Jeany  helped  design  for  their  church.  We  who  believe 
in  a  creator  God  should  be  more  affirming  than  we  often  are  of 
gifts  of  creativity  among  the  followers  of  Christ. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


How  about  a  special  day  to  honor  clergy? 


While  an  active  minister,  I  was 
reluctant  to  make  the  seemingly 
self-serving  recommendation  that 
there  be  a  Clergy  Appreciation  Day. 

Now  that  1  am  several  years  away 
from  my  38  years  of  ministerial  ser¬ 
vice,  I  feel  free  to  do  so  and  to  sug¬ 
gest  a  proper  date:  November  30th. 

That’s  the  birthday  of  Jonathan 
Swift  (1667-1745),  well-known  as  a 
satirist  but  also  a  clergyman.  In 
“Thoughts  on  Religion”  he  wrote, 
“I  never  say,  heard  nor  read  that 
the  clergy  were  beloved  in  any  na¬ 
tion  where  Christianity  was  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  the  country.  Nothing  can 
render  them  popular  but  some  de¬ 
gree  of  persecution.” 

Any  who  might  not  wish  to  ex¬ 
press  appreciation  of  their  pastor 
would  have  a  special  occasion  for 
persecution.  I  can  hardly  wait  to  see 
what  the  greeting  card  companies 
will  provide  for  the  event. 


Let’s  plan  now  for  November 
30th,  1992! 

Charles  Walton 
Cypress  Mill,  Texas 

Prophetic  merger  noted 

I  was  interested  in  reading  the  letter 
headlined,  “Are  we  the  first  UMC?” 
(see  UMR,  June  19  and  July  10). 

I  discovered  in  coming  as  pastor 
to  Bethany  UMC  in  Highland  Park, 
Ill.,  that  persons  here  took  great 
pride  that  they  had  helped  lead  the 
way  to  church  union. 

In  June  1959,  Wesley  Methodist 
in  Highwood  and  Bethany  Method¬ 
ist  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
merged.  Both  denominations  rati¬ 
fied  the  plan  of  merger. 

The  name  of  the  new  church  was 
Bethany  Methodist  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church.  When  the 
denominations  merged  in  1968, 
they  took  the  name  Bethany  United 


Methodist  Church. 

A  history  of  the  church  written  on 
the  10th  anniversary  of  the  1959 
merger  states,  “In  April  (1968),  the 
General  Conferences  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church  and 
the  Methodist  Church  met  and  vot¬ 
ed  to  create  a  new  denomination, 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
details  of  union  were  agreed  upon, 
and  the  action  of  our  local  church 
became  a  prophetic  action  for  the 
two  denominations.” 

I  suspect  there  were  other  mergers 
in  anticipation  of  union  of  the  two  de¬ 
nominations.  Are  we  the  earliest? 

Donna  Atkinson 
Highland  Park,  Illinois 

I  don't  believe  it 

It’s  hard  to  believe  that  Lovett 
Weems  Jr.,  has  managed  to  write  a 
22-inch  story  about  Watergate  and 
faith  without  a  single  mention  of 


Pontius'  Puddle 


WHAT  WOM’T 
GET&O’DObl 
A  TEEN-AGER'S 
T-SHIRT  •• 


BE  I  MG- THE 
OMNIPRESENT 
ALL- POWERFUL 
RULER  OF 
THE  UNIVERSE 


.Sl  AN\-  DONKI NG- 
SATORN  TUROOfrR 
ITS  RlMGrS 


What  others  are  saying: 


“Media  is  the  new  shaper  of  our 
culture.  If  we  don’t  understand  that 
and  relate  to  that,  we  lose  a  power¬ 
ful  ability  to  communicate  Chris¬ 
tian  concern,  responsibility,  love 
and  respect.” 

—The  Rev.  R.  Lawton  Higgs  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  communications 
consultant. 

*  *  * 

“God’s  love  grants  us  the  capaci¬ 
ty  to  dream  of  a  time  when  every 


person  can  eat  three  healthy  meals  a 
day.  It  grants  the  strength  to  imag¬ 
ine  a  time  when  the  dignity  and  life 
of  each  person  is  respected.  Love 
grants  the  hope  that  one  day  every 
shackle  that  holds  people  in  bond¬ 
age  will  be  broken.  And  it  equips  us 
to  work  to  achieve  these  dreams.” 
—Kenneth  W.  Wheeler,  Lutheran 
administrator,  Milwaukee,  Wise. 

*  *  * 

“Reconciliation  requires  speak¬ 


ing  out  concretely  what  happened 
in  the  past:  confession,  and  forgive¬ 
ness.  Looking  for  scapegoats,  bear¬ 
ing  grudges,  and  seeking  revenge 
have  no  place  in  Christian  reconcil¬ 
iation.  . . .  Healing  requires  time 
and  work;  it  cannot  be  forced  quick¬ 
ly-” 

— Pastoral  letter  to  Czechoslovakian 
Christians  from  a  World  Council  of 
Churches’  observation  team. 


-  The  United  Methodist 
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Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 

Chuck  Colson  and  his  dramatic 
conversion  (see  UMR,  July  31). 
Clearly,  Dr.  Weems  has  missed  the 
story  of  Watergate  and  religion. 

Actually,  he  has  missed  one  of  the 
great,  if  not  the  greatest,  religious 
story  of  our  time.  It  is  as  if  he  had 
written  of  religion  in  the  first  centu¬ 
ry  and  missed  Saul  of  Tarsus. 

I  can  think  of  few  if  any  Christian 
stories  in  my  life  to  match  Mr.  Col¬ 
son’s.  How  can  Dr.  Weems  have 
missed  it? 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

10  Commandments  as  poetry 

I  look  forward  to  receiving  every 
issue  of  the  Reporter. 

I  want  to  share  with  readers  a 
rhyme  which  I  memorized  73  years 
ago  when  I  was  a  member  of  a  cate¬ 
chism  class  in  a  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  in  Gilberton,  Pa. 

The  punctuation  ’  may  not  be  ex¬ 
act,  but  in  my  mind’s  eye  I  still  can 
see  its  place  on  the  page.  It’s  memo¬ 
rabilia  of  by-gone  days. 

THE  10  COMMANDMENTS 
(Paraphrased) 

Have  thou  no  other  gods  but  me. 
Before  no  idol  bend  thy  knee. 

Take  not  the  name  of  God  in  vain, 

Nor  dare  the  Sabbath  day  profane. 

Give  both  thy  parents  honor  due, 

And  see  that  thou  no  murder  do. 

Abstain  from  words  and  deeds  un¬ 
clean, 

Nor  steal  though  thou  art  poor  and 
mean. 

Nor  make  a  willful  lie  nor  love  it, 

What  is  thy  neighbor’s  dare  not  covet. 

Clara  D.  Coleman 
Peoria,  Arizona 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Contribute  to  the  needs  of  the 
saints,  practice  hospitality.” 
(NRSV) 


By  CINDY  H.  MEIANCON 

Not  too  long  ago  1  heard  the  word 
“cancer”  applied  to  the  phrase 
“your  body.”  How  frightening  that 
sounds! 

I  soon  found  myself  faced  with 
long  and  sleepless  nights  during 
which  I  worried  about  tomorrow, 
next  week,  next  month.  I  wondered 
if  there  would  be  a  next  year. 

Despite  the  exhortations  of  Mat¬ 
thew  6:25-34  in  which  we  are  told 
not  to  worry  about  our  life,  I  found 
my  worry  an  endless  cycle.  It 
seemed  almost  impossible  not  to 
worry  about  whatever  tomorrows  I 
had  left. 

Gradually  a  solution  for  the 
sleepless  nights  and  long  days  came 
in  answer  to  my  prayers  for  peace  of 
mind.  It  is  one  that  I  would  like  to 
share  with  you. 

I  keep  a  notepad  beside  my  bed. 
Just  before  I  turn  off  the  light  each 
night,  I  write  a  few  things  that  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  day  for  which  I 
can  be  thankful. 

After  I  turn  off  the  light,  I  try  to 
relive  the  day  in  my  mind  while 
looking  for  the  blessings,  however 
small,  of  this  day. 

A  few  mornings  after  I  started 
this  routine,  I  noticed  that  I  fell 
asleep  quickly  and  peacefully  each 
night  while  counting  my  blessings. 

Some  of  my  friends  have  asked  for 
what  a  “cancer  patient”  has  to  be 
thankful.  I  don’t  look  for  big  spectacu¬ 
lar  blessings  but  for  all  of  the  small 
ones  that  make  our  days  so  pleasant  if 
we  pay  attention  to  them. 

When  I  am  extremely  tired  from 
the  chemotherapy,  I  am  thankful 
for  the  blessings  of  a  cozy  bed,  of 
good  music  on  the  radio,  a  comfort¬ 
able  room  temperature,  of  a  phone 
call  from  a  friend  to  remind  me  that 
others  care. 

When  I  have  a  little  energy,  there 
are  the  blessings  of  having  enough 
energy  to  go  for  a  walk  with  my 
family  in  pleasant  weather,  writing 
a  letter,  working  on  a  hobby. 

When  I  take  my  chemotherapy,  I 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  17:20) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  1 7 

Monday:  Psalms  1 0: 1  - 1 1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  10:12-18 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  20: 1  -6 
Thursday:  Jeremiah  20:7-1 3 
Friday:  Luke  12:49-56 
Saturday:  Hebrews  12:1-2 
Sunday:  Hebrews  12:12-17 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi-  i 
ences  of  the  Chris-  \ 
tian  life.  Cindy  H. 

Melancon  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Polk  Street  | 

United  Methodist 
Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas  (Northwest 
Texas  conference). 


am  thankful  that  there  are  drugs  to 
help  control  the  nausea,  that  the  nurse 
is  skillful  in  starting  the  IV,  that  a 
drug  is  available  which  offers  hope  for 
a  cure  or  at  least  prolonged  life. 

When  I  can  eat,  it  is  a  blessing  that 
a  few  foods  taste  good,  that  I  am  free 
from  nausea,  and  that  friends  have 
brought  food  to  us  so  that  I  don’t 
have  to  bother  with  cooking. 

When  I  lost  some  of  my  hearing 
from  the  chemotherapy,  there  was  the 
joy  of  faintly  hearing  a  sound  today 
that  I  couldn’t  hear  at  all  yesterday, 
the  joy  of  having  a  friend  say  she 
would  rather  leam  sign  language  than 
not  have  me  around  at  all,  and  the  joy 
of  a  hobby  or  activity  that  does  not  re¬ 
quire  hearing  to  enjoy. 

When  1  contract  an  infection  be¬ 
cause  the  chemotherapy  makes  me 
more  susceptible  to  infection,  it  is  a 
blessing  that  the  physicians  care 
enough  to  react  quickly,  that  there 
is  an  antibiotic  to  treat  the  infection 
and  that  it  doesn’t  happen  as  fre¬ 
quently  as  it  could. 

When  1  feel  down,  there  are  the 
blessings  of  a  friendly  wave  from  a 
neighbor,  a  visit  from  a  friend  or 
co-worker  and  a  card  or  letter  from 
those  far  away. 

Like  most  habits,  this  one  is  hard 
to  get  started  but  is  very  worth  the 
effort.  For  example,  a  side  effect  of 
looking  for  the  blessings  of  each  day 
just  before  falling  asleep  is  that  I 
frequently  find  myself  looking  for 
them  during  the  day. 

As  a  result,  I’m  constantly  re¬ 
minded  that  life  is  filled  with  God’s 
small  blessings. 


Here  I  Stand=  - 

Might  Christians  play  peacemaker 
in  conflict  between  Muslims,  jews? 


By  RICHARD  H.  SPENCER 

For  centuries,  the  worlds  of  Islam 
and  Judaism  have  persisted  in  their 
no-win,  self  destructive  acts  of  re¬ 
venge  against  each  other.  Christians 
typically  have  stood  by  and  merely 
deplored  such  foolishness. 

True,  we  try  to  convert  some  to 
Christianity.  But  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  could  better  try  to  bring 
about  peaceful  coexistence  or  even 
cooperation  as  a  first  step. 

“Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will  repay 
says  the  Lord”  (Deuteronomy 
32:35).  If  that  is  so,  then  vengeance 
or  revenge  belongs  to  no  other. 

Therefore,  both  the  followers  of 
Islam  and  Judaism,  with  their  eye- 
for-eye  philosophy  and  practice,  vi¬ 
olate  a  basic  teaching  upon  which 
their  professed  faiths  are  founded. 

Current  peace  initiatives  aimed 
at  the  two  groups  are  primarily  po¬ 
litical  in  nature  and  goals.  We  in  the 
Christian  churches  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity,  however,  to  work  for  a  far 
surer  basis  of  peace. 

A  peace  that  acknowledged  a 
grounding  in  the  two  religious  faiths 
would  have  a  greater  likelihood  of 
sustained  success.  The  United 
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Methodist  Church  could  lead  such 
an  ecumenical  effort. 

Surely,  Islam  whose  people 
brought  so  much  learning,  art  and 
beauty  to  Europe  during  the  early 
days  of  the  Dark  Ages,  and  the  Jews 
who  have  produced  so  many  great 
educators,  scientists  and  musicians 
can  come  to  recognize  the  non-end¬ 
ing,  no-win  situation  they  are  now  in. 

They  both  have  so  much  to  offer 
the  world  if  they  could  come  to  redi¬ 
recting  their  efforts  into  cooperation. 

I  hope  that  Christian  churches 
are  not  cynically  standing  by  and 
waiting  for  the  two  religious  groups 
to  self-destruct.  If  we  truly  want  to 
evangelize  for  peace,  here  is  a  great 
opportunity. 


Chapter  Verse 


Nurturing 


Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant, 
in  home,  spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your 
entire  congregation  beyond  the  worship 
experience. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 


P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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NEW  WRITER  FOR  RNS:  David  Ander¬ 
son,  religion  writer  for  United  Press  Interna¬ 
tional  from  1974-91,  has  joined  the  staff  of 
Religious  News  Service,  an  interfaith  wire  ser¬ 
vice  based  in  New  York.  Mr.  Anderson,  replac¬ 
ing  RNS  veteran  William  Bole  in  Washington, 
will  help  cover  the  mainline  Protestant  beat,  ec¬ 
umenical  groups,  theological  education,  and  re¬ 
ligion  and  culture.  Religious  News  Service  in 
New  York  is  owned  and  operated  by  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter, 


HANDBOOK  HELPS:  Many  churches 

are  gradually  taking  steps  to  improve  access  for 
people  with  disabilities.  But 
Ginny  Thornburg,  a  director 
of  the  National  Organization 
on  Disability  in  Washington, 

D.C.,  says  attitudes  of  pa¬ 
rishioners  may  need  some 
adjustments.  So  she  edited  a 
booklet  to  aid  congregations 
in  developing  ways  to  in¬ 
clude  people  with  disabilities 
in  parish  activities.  The  56- 
page  booklet,  “That  All  May  Worship,”  is  a 
nuts  and  bolts  volume  available  for  $10  from 
the  National  Organization  on  Disability,  910 
16th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  D.C,  20006. 
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SCOT  CHURCH  BACKS  BAN:  Out¬ 
law  boxing  for  youth,  says  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  supporting  the  British  Medical 
Association’s  call  for  a  legal  ban  on  boxing  for 
young  people  under  16  after  a  1 5-year-old  Man¬ 
chester  boy  died  in  a  boxing  bout.  In  the 
church’s  official  magazine,  “Life  and  Work,”  an 
editorial  acknowledged  that  there  is  merit  in 
vigorous  physical  sport,  including  soccer,  rugby 
and  horseback  riding.  But  boxing,  the  editorial 
says,  is  the  only  major  sporting  activity  in 
which  the  prime  purpose  is  to  maim  an  oppo¬ 
nent,  possibly  causing  permanent  injury, 

'CULTURAL  WAR'  CRY:  Speaking  at  a 
national  gathering  of  lay  Franciscans,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Charles  Chaput  recently  criti¬ 
cized  politicians  who  say  they  personally  op¬ 
pose  abortion  yet  do  nothing  to  change  laws 
that  allow  it.  Such  tolerance,  he  said,  exempli¬ 
fies  "secularism  of  the  worst  kind.”  Bishop 
Chaput,  a  Franciscan  priest,  called  on  Francis¬ 
cans  to  go  on  the  offensive  against  secularism  in 
“this  cultural  war  that  we’re  experiencing."  He 
defined  secularism  as  “the  refusal  to  admit  that 
God  has  anything  to  say  about  the  world.” 

ISRAEL  RECOGNIZED:  The  Vatican, 
which  has  typically  shunned  Israel’s  repeated  pleas 
for  official  recognition,  recently  approved  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  permanent  commission  to  work  to¬ 
ward  full  diplomatic  relations  between  the  two 
states.  The  announcement  that  the  Vatican  and  Is¬ 
rael  “have  decided  to  establish  a  bilateral  perma¬ 
nent  working  commission”  aimed  at  achieving 
normalized  relations  was  greeted  with  cheers  by 
Jewish  and  Roman  Catholic  leaders.  “It’s  a  great 
day,  ”  said  Avi  Pazner,  Israel’s  ambassador  to  It¬ 
aly  who  was  deeply  involved  in  behind-the 
scenes  preparation  for  the  meeting.  “It’s  a  turn¬ 
ing  point  in  Vatican-Israeli  relations.” 

HOMELESS  MINISTRY  HELP:  Groups 

that  want  to  help  house  the  homeless  but  feel 
overwhelmed  by  the  magnitude  of  the  need  can 
take  heart  from  a  new  manual  that  tells  congre¬ 
gations  of  all  sizes  and  budgets  how  to  get  in¬ 
volved.  “Rebuilding  Our  Communities,” 
released  by  World  Vision,  Inc.,  offers  numerous 
case  studies  showing  how  churches  all  around 
the  country  are  helping  to  give  people  a  place  to 
call  home.  For  information,  write  World  Vi¬ 
sion,  919  West  Huntington  Drive,  Monrovia, 
Calif.  91016. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  J.  STOVAU 

MUNDENDA,  Zimbabwe — The  Rev.  Elisha  Kabungaidze  (left), 
pastor  of  Mundenda  United  Methodist  Church,  and  Carol 
Bronick,  a  United  Methodist  missionary,  are  greeted  by  Mary 
Mundenda  (right).  Mrs.  Mundenda's  community  was  one  of 
several  without  food  because  of  widespread  drought  in  Africa. 

'Even  one  cup  of  meal 
can  save  a  human  life' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe — The 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Zimbabwe  is  providing  emergen¬ 
cy  and  long-term  aid  to  people 
hit  by  what  church-related  relief 
officials  say  might  be  the  worst 
drought  in  eastern  and  southern 
Africa  in  nearly  a  century.  — 

In  the  Harare  District,  where 
80  percent  of  its  members  live  in 
urban  areas.  United  Methodists 
have  mobilized  to  share  their 
food  with  the  people  of  Gokwe 
and  Rushings  communities. 

“Our  women  have  organized 
themselves  and  are  collecting 
mealy  meal  and  packets  of  dried 
fish,”  said  the  Rev.  Gladman 
Kapfumvuti,  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 

“With  at  least  3,000  women 
participating  in  this  project,  we 
hope  to  distribute  five  kilograms 
(about  1 1  pounds)  of  meal  and  a 
packet  of  fish  to  anyone  needing 
food  in  these  two  places.” 

In  the  Mutasa-Makoni  District, 
the  Rev.  E.  Nhamoinesu  Mum- 
biro  wrote  to  all  pastors,  asking 
them  to  appeal  to  members  to 
share  whatever  they  have. 

He  said  he  found  making  that 
request  a  difficult  task.  His 
10,000-member-district  is  one  of 
the  hardest-hit  areas  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe. 

"Even  if  the  people  can  save  a 


cup  of  mealy  meal  to  help  our 
brothers  and  sisters  who  are  disad¬ 
vantaged  by  the  drought,  it  will 
save  a  life,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Mumbiro  told  the  Reporter 
that  a  diminishing  river  near  the 
city  of  Mutare  is  the  main  source 
of  water  for  his  district.  As  the  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  river  recedes,  so  does  the 
community’s  water  supply. 

“We  have  no  running  water  in 
our  taps,"  he  said.  “We  have  run¬ 
ning  water  every  other  day.” 

“Even  the  boreholes  (wells)  are 
dried  up.  We  have  to  deepen  them 
just  to  reach  the  water  table.” 

Mr.  Mumbiro  said  the  Zimba¬ 
bwe  government  has  tried  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  problem  by  employing 
people  to  help  build  the  reservoir 
in  exchange  for  food. 

“But  that  doesn’t  mean  these 
people  will  earn  enough  money  to 
buy  food  to  last  through  this  cri¬ 
sis,"  he  said. 

“They  are  trying  to  help  them¬ 
selves,  but  there  is  only  a  few 
weeks  of  work  for  them  to  do. 
Then,  when  the  job  is  done,  they 
will  just  sit,  with  no  job  and  no 
food,  praying  for  the  rain  to 
come.” 

Zimbabwe  is  one  of  several  Af¬ 
rican  countries  experiencing  a 
drought.  Gifts  to  the  United 
Methodist  Commitee  on  Relief, 
Advance  No.  101250-4  will  help 
in  this  response. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


UMs  aid  drought  victims 


Zimbabwe  villages  paralyzed  by  food  shortages 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

MUNDENDA,  Zimbabwe — 
Dead  crops  and  barren  fruit  trees 
flanked  the  little  white  truck  weav¬ 
ing  its  way  along  a  dusty  path. 
One  by  one,  people  came  out  of 
their  tiny  huts  to  see  who  would 
dare  enter  this  waterless  place. 

But  when  residents  recognized 
United  Methodism’s  cross  and 
red  flame  emblazoned  on  the  lit¬ 
tle  truck’s  side,  their  feeble  bod¬ 
ies  showed  signs  of  life  and  their 
hands  waved  praises  to  God. 

The  place  was  the  village  of 
Mundenda,  about  25  miles  away 
from  the  historic  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  Station  in  Old  Mu¬ 
tare,  Zimbabwe.  Mundenda  is 
one  of  several  Zimbabwe  villages 
and  towns  paralyzed  by  the  worst 
southern  African  drought  of  the 
century. 

As  the  Rev.  E.  Nhamoinesu 
Mumbiro,  superintendent  for  the 
Mutasa-Makoni  District,  parked 
the  church  truck,  he  expressed 
frustration  at  not  having  enough 
food  to  distribute  to  all  the 
churches  and  circuits  in  his 
drought-stricken  region. 

Gifts  from  U.S.  UMs 

This  day,  he  had  three  25 
pound  bags  of  “mealy  meal,”  a 
type  of  com  meal,  and  several 
bags  of  “kapenta,”  a  dried  fish 
similar  to  sardines.  He  and  the 
Rev.  Elisha  Kabungaidze,  pastor 
of  Mundenda  United  Methodist 
Church,  distributed  the  food, 
purchased  through  gifts  from 
U.S.  United  Methodists  in  the 
Detroit  Annual  Conference. 

The  conference’s  contributions 
were  sparked  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  Carol  Bronick, 
who  contacted  her  home  confer¬ 
ence  for  money  to  buy  food  for 
her  mission  area. 

“This  food  will  not  last  long," 
said  Mr.  Nhamoinesu,  “especial¬ 
ly  if  they  have  large  families  like 


this  one.” 

He  handed  the  food  to  Jesca 
Muchanyarei,  mother  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren.  Her  husband  abandoned  the 
family  when  his  crops  failed. 

“This  woman  came  to  church 
on  Sunday,  and  told  us,  “I  have 
nothing,”  said  Mr.  Kabungaidze. 
“She  said,  ‘Can  I  assist  the 
church  for  food?’  ” 

“We  had  nothing  to  give  her, 
but  we  sent  someone  to  go  and 
buy  food.  When  she  returned  for 
the  food,  we  could  not  give  it  to 
her,  because  the  stores  wanted 
too  much  money,  and  we  did  not 
have  it.” 

Brings  tears  to  her  eyes 

Ms.  Bronick  told  the  Reporter 
it  brings  tears  to  her  eyes  every 
time  she  comes  to  visit  residents. 
Despite  having  no  food  and  wa¬ 
ter,  she  said,  the  people  are  still 
able  to  praise  God. 

"Some  of  the  children  were 
eating  meals  of  ash  water,”  said 
Ms.  Bronick,  a  missionary  in 
Zimbabwe  for  the  past  three 
years. 

"How  can  a  person  survive  in 
such  a  situation?  It  is  hard  for 
Americans  to  imagine  what  it  is 
like.” 

The  next  stop  was  the  hut  of 
Mary  Mundenda.  The  church  is 
named  for  one  of  her  ancestors 
who  was  a  chief  in  this  village. 

When  she  saw  her  pastor  and 
district  superintendent,  the  frail 
old  woman  jumped  to  her  feet 
and  broke  into  an  African  dance, 
saying,  “Ndiri  kutambura  sem- 
bongore.” 

"She  is  saying  ‘I  am  suffering 
like  a  donkey,’  ”  Mr.  Kabun¬ 
gaidze  said  to  this  reporter.  “She 
says  God  will  now  bless  her 
through  the  help  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  like  you.” 

As  the  group  departed  for  its 
next  distribution  point,  Nathan 
Goto,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Africa  Church 


Growth  and  Development  Com¬ 
mittee,  gave  Mrs.  Mundenda  $20 
Zimbabwe  dollars.  That’s  equal 
to  $5  in  U.S.  currency. 

Mrs.  Mundenda  bowed  and 
cupped  her  hands,  an  expression  of 
appreciation  in  the  Shona  culture. 

“She  will  not  use  that  money 
only  for  food  for  herself  and  her 
grandchildren,"  said  Mr.  Kabun¬ 
gaidze. 

“She  will  be  one  of  the  first  to 
pay  her  tithe  next  Sunday.” 


MUNDENDA,  Zimbabwe — 
Children  of  the  Muchanyarei 
family  come  out  to  greet  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  workers 
who  recently  delivered  food 
to  their  mother. 
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South  Africa 


Profile 

Climate-  tropical 

Environment-  recurring  droughts,  rare  flooding 
deforestation,  soil  erosion,  air  and  water 
pollution,  desertification 
Population-  10  million 
Religion- 

50%  part  Christian,  part  indigenous  beliefs 
25%  Christian  24%  Indigenous  beliefs 


Republic  of  Zimbabwe 


Prison  'hell'  strengthened  faith 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Prison  was  hell,  but  in  prison  her 
faith  increased. 

Like  countless  other  people  of 
faith,  that  was  the  experience  of 
Abeba  Tesfagiorgis  of  Eritrea  who 
recently  told  her  story  to  United 


Methodist  Women  at  Highland 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas. 

“I  felt  Jesus  walk  with  me,”  Ms. 
Tesfagiorgis  said.  “I  was  very  much 
encouraged  that  one  day,  I  would 
come  out  of  prison  and  share  this 
experience.” 


She  was  abruptly  thrown  into 
prison  by  the  Dergue,  the  Ethiopian 
Marxist  military  regime,  in  1975  for 
sympathizing  with  her  country’s  re¬ 
sistance  fighters,  the  Eritrean  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Liberation  Front. 

Their  cause  was  freedom 

Their  cause  was  freedom  from 
Ethiopia  which  had  annexed  the 
small,  oft-invaded  country  after 
World  War  II  to  gain  access  to  the 
Red  Sea. 

Although  few  people  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  were  aware  of  the  struggle, 
many  churches  and  mosques  were 
quietly  at  work  sending  humanitar¬ 
ian  aid  to  the  war-torn,  often 
drought-stricken,  country. 

The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  sent  more  than 
$50,000  in  aid.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  also  sent 
financial  aid. 

While  imprisoned,  Ms.  Tesfagior¬ 
gis,  an  active  member  of  the  Coptic 
Orthodox  church  and  a  leader  of 
humanitarian  relief  efforts,  was  dis¬ 
traught  at  being  separated  from  her 
husband  and  four  daughters. 

Nevertheless  she  took  some  com¬ 
fort  in  knowing  that  Protestant,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Orthodox 
churches  and  women’s  groups  were 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

DALLAS — Abeba  Tesfagiorgis  shows  Highland  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  where  her  homeland,  Eritrea,  is  on  a  map  of  Africa. 
Ms.  Tesfagiorgis  was  imprisoned  for  supporting  Eritrean  resistance 
fighters  who  were  later  successful  in  their  bid  for  independence 
from  Ethiopia. 


of  Eritrean  woman 


exerting  pressure  for  her  release. 

The  nightmare  experiences  which 
would  lead  her  to  jail  began  in  1973 
when  she  looked  into  the  eyes  of  a 
starving  pregnant  woman  who  had 
two  stick-thin  children,  she  said. 

She  learned  that  a  drought  was 
causing  thousands  to  starve  to 
death.  In  addition,  she  learned  of 
increasing  atrocities  committed 
against  Eritreans  by  the  Dergue. 
She  couldn’t  sleep  and  she  lost 
weight. 

Lived  comfortable  life 

Ms.  Tesfagiorgis,  who  lived  a 
comfortable  life  with  her  husband, 
Mesfun,  an  economic  specialist  at 
the  American  consulate,  and  their 
daughters  in  a  cream-colored  Italian 
villa,  became  increasingly  involved 
in  relief  and  resistance  efforts. 

An  informer  within  the  resistance 
led  to  her  arrest. 

In  a  recently  released  book  by 
Ms.  Tesfagiorgis,  “A  Painful  Sea¬ 
son,  A  Stubborn  Hope,”  published 
by  the  Red  Sea  Press,  she  outlines 
the  torture  used  on  women  prison¬ 
ers  by  the  Ethiopian  military.  She 
describes  the  atrocities,  brutal  ar¬ 
rests  and  disgusting  jail  conditions. 

Although  Eritrea  recently  gained 
its  independence  from  Ethiopia,  the 
30-year  war  of  resistance  forced  the 
Tesfagiorgis  family  apart. 


The  two  youngest  daughters  fled 
to  the  United  States  with  their  ex¬ 
iled  parents  who  hoped  they  could 
plead  the  Eritrean  cause  at  the 
United  Nations.  It  proved  to  be  a 
naive  hope,  Ms.  Tesfagiorgis  said. 

The  two  oldest  teen-age  daugh¬ 
ters,  like  thousands  of  other  Eritre¬ 
an  students,  refused  to  leave  and 
joined  the  resistance. 

It  was  eight  years  before  Abeba 
Tesfagiorgis — in  an  emotional,  re¬ 
union  at  a  resistance  camp — -saw 
her  two  daughters  again.  They  lived 
in  underground  bunkers.  One  was 
partially  blind  from  a  battle  wound. 

Now  that  Eritrea  is  free,  Ms.  Tes¬ 
fagiorgis  said,  the  family  will  help 
rebuild  their  battered  country.  The 
beginnings  of  a  democratic  govern¬ 
ment  with  several  parties  are  al¬ 
ready  in  place,  she  said. 

In  spite  of  all  her  family  has  suf¬ 
fered,  Ms.  Tesfagiorgis  said  she  has 
no  hatred  for  the  Ethiopians.  It  was 
often  as  much  a  nightmare  for  the 
Ethiopian  guards  as  for  the  prison¬ 
ers.  “It  was  just  these  terrible 
times,”  she  said. 
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STRONG  GIVING:  Latest  report  from 
the  United  Methodist  general  treasury  shows  that 
payments  and  gifts  to  general  church  funds  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1992  totaled  $45.9  million— 
an  increase  of  $1.4  million  over  a  year  ago.  In¬ 
cluded  were  two  major  gifts  for  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty — one  for  $450,000.  another  for  $75,000. 

LAW  SCHOOL  ACQUIRED:  United 

Methodist-related  Texas  Wesleyan  University 
in  Fort  Worth  has  acquired — for  “$10,  and  all 
the  valuable  considerations” — the  Dallas/Fort 
Worth  School  of  Law.  Officials  from  both  insti¬ 
tutions  say  they  hope  the  acquisition  will  lead  to 
accreditation  of  the  three-year-old  law  school  by 
the  American  Bar  Association.  The  acquisition 
follows  a  Texas  Wesleyan  feasibility  study 
showing  a  strong  demand  for  legal  education  in 
the  area.  The  school,  which  became  Texas  Wes¬ 
leyan  University  School  of  Law  on  Aug.  1,  has 
430  students  and  an  annual  operating  budget  of 
$4.5  million. 

A  WEDDING:  Retired  Bishop  Monk  Bry¬ 
an  and  Twila  B.  Stowe,  widow  of  Bishop 
McFerrin  Stowe,  were  wed 
June  27  in  Dallas.  The  new 
Mrs.  Bryan  told  friends 
during  the  North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference  session 
that  she  and  her  new  hus¬ 
band  “had  been  friends  for 
years  and  we  realized  we 
wanted  to  be  married.”  The 
couple  will  live  in  the  Dal-  Bishop  Bryan 
las  area.  Bishop  Bryan’s  first  wife,  Corneille,  is 
deceased. 

COMMUNICATOR  DIES:  Communi¬ 
cator  Arthur  R.  Farey,  86,  died  July  22  of  undis¬ 
closed  causes.  A  native  of  northern  California, 
Mr.  Farey  served  as  director  of  public  relations 
for  the  Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference 
for  nearly  a  decade  beginning  in  1961.  He  also 
was  a  former  editor  of  the  conference’s  newspa¬ 
per.  A  memorial  service  was  held  July  27  at 
Trinity  UMC  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  where  he  was  a 
member. 

CAMPERS  ELECT:  National  Camping 
Methodists,  Inc.,  at  their  recent  annual  rally, 
elected  Gene  Allen  of  Sulphur,  La.,  as  president. 
United  Methodists  from  eight  states — some  as 
far  away  as  Florida  and  Maine — attended  the 
rally  near  Mineola,  Texas.  The  organization  is 
open  to  any  United  Methodist  interested  in 
camping.  More  information  is  available  from  P. 
O.  Box  247,  Lincoln,  Mo.  65338. 

KILLED  IN  CRASH:  Donald  Eidson,  57, 

and  his  wife.  Mary  Ellen,  51,  long-time  faculty 
members  at  United  Methodist-related  Central 
Methodist  College  in  Fayette,  Mo.,  were  killed 
July  22  in  an  automobile  accident  while  on  va¬ 
cation  in  Colorado.  Mr.  Eidson  wrote  and  pro¬ 
duced  the  musical  drama  “Through  Church 
Windows"  presented  during  the  church's  1988 
General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  teens  tackle  big  issues 

Participants  at ' advocacy  retreat '  stress  leadership 


By  HEATHER  PECK 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— Con¬ 
trary  to  'the  concerns  of  many 
adults  that  teens  are  obsessed 
with  “sex,  drugs,  rock-and-roll 
and  rap,”  an  inclusive  group  of 
14-  to  19-year-olds  have  said 
they  are  concerned  with  domes¬ 
tic  and  world  issues. 

Representing  diverse  ethnic  and 
cultural  backgrounds  and  each  of 
the  five  United  Methodist  U.S. 'ju¬ 
risdictions,  13  youth  listed  top  con¬ 
cerns  as  the  U.S.  economy,  racism 
and  other  justice  issues,  and  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  during  a  mid- 
July  youth  retreat  here. 

With  firsthand  exposure  to  en¬ 
vironmental  issues,  AIDS,  teen 
pregnancy,  and  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse  in  their  high  schools  and 
among  friends,  several  partici¬ 
pants  expressed  frustration  at  “be¬ 
ing  seen  and  not  heard”  by  adults. 

“I  don’t  think  adults  realize 


that  we  have  thoughts  about  seri¬ 
ous  issues,”  said  Ester  Francisco, 
17,  a  Filipino  American  from 
Freeport,  N.Y. 

“We  as  youth  need  to  be  heard 
since  we  are  the  ones  dealing 
with  these  problems,”  added 
Ramsey  Nicholson,  a  black  17- 
year-old  from  Los  Angeles. 

The  “Youth  Advocacy  Re¬ 
treat”  sought  to  teach  teens  how 
to  be  leaders  and  independent 
thinkers,  according  to  Judy  Hunt, 
a  retreat  director  and  staff  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  Department,  which 
sponsored  the  retreat.  The  board 
is  the  church's  international  mis¬ 
sion  arm,  based  in  New  York. 

Ms.  Hunt  said  participants 
plan  to  share  their  experiences 
with  their  friends  and  one  anoth¬ 
er  by  creating  and  distributing  a 
national  youth  newsletter.  They 


also  plan  to  tell  their  church  con¬ 
gregations  about  the  retreat  dur¬ 
ing  Sunday  worship,  she  added. 

In  other  matters,  the  youth 
suggested  that  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  include  youth  at  all 
levels  of  the  church  and  create 
more  programs  geared  toward 
youth  because  of  inadequate 
communication  between  adults 
and  young  people. 

Carisa  Cortez,  17,  a  Mexican 
American  from  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  said  many  families  find  it 
“hard  to  break  the  poverty  cy¬ 
cle.”  Ms.  Cortez  said  people  in 
her  community  are  often  bom 
into  a  poor  environment  and 
never  receive  enough  education 
to  lead  better  lives. 

“Poor  people  grow  up  with  no 
hope  for  the  future,  so  they  have 
nothing  to  lose,”  said  Charles 
Bettiest,  a  17-year-old  Native 
American  from  Apache,  Okla. 


Religious  groups  in  Atlanta 
gearing  up  for 96  Olympics 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

ATLANTA — Religious  rep¬ 
resentation  at  major  sporting 
events  is  a  growing  phenome¬ 
non  of  the  late  20th  century. 

That’s  why  Quest  Atlanta, 
comprised  of  300  Protestant 
and  Catholic  churches,  is  al¬ 
ready  gearing  up  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  thousands  of  visi¬ 
tors  to  Georgia  for  the  1996 
Olympics. 

Just  as  the  state’s  business 
and  political  leaders  traveled 
to  Barcelona  in  July  to  see 
how  that  city  is  handling  the 
Olympic  games,  so  did  a  group 
from  the  religious  community. 

“I  was  surprised  (at  the 
amount  of  religious  activity  in 
Barcelona),”  said  United 
Methodist  clergyman  the  Rev. 
David  Jones,  one  of  nine  visi¬ 
tors  from  Quest  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Jones,  pastor  of  Atlanta’s 
St.  John  Church,  is  United 
Methodism’s  representative  on 
the  Quest  Atlanta  steering  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Interfaith  Advi¬ 
sory  Council  of  the  Atlanta 
Committee  for  the  Olympic 
Games  (ACOG). 

“In  Calgary  and  Seoul  (sites 
of  the  1988  Olympics)  . . .  and 
every  major  international  sport¬ 
ing  event,  the  religious  leaders 
of  the  community  are  leveraging 


REUGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

The  1992  Summer  Olym¬ 
pics  in  Barcelona,  Spain, 
just  recently  ended.  But 
plans  are  already  underway 
for  a  religious  presence  at 
the  1996  games  in  Atlanta. 

the  energy  and  excitement  sur¬ 
rounding  the  event  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple’s  human  and  spiritual 
needs,”  he  said.  “It  never  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  that  went  on.” 

The  goal  of  Quest  Atlanta,  he 
said,  is  to  make  sure  the  Chris¬ 
tian  presence  at  the  1 996  games 
is  one  of  integrity  that  is  not  of¬ 
fensive  to  people  of  other  faiths. 


Theology 

By  SHERON  C.  PATTERSON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ORLANDO,  Fla. — Guided  by 
a  “theology  of  singleness,”  300 
United  Methodists,  single  by  di¬ 
vorce,  death  or  choice,  met  July 
23-26  to  celebrate  their  contribu¬ 
tions  to  faith  communities,  and 
increase  awareness  of  the  unique 
concerns  of  single  Christians. 

The  first  three  days  of  the  na¬ 
tional  gathering  were  dedicated 
to  leaders  of  church-based  single¬ 
adult  groups;  the  last  two,  to  ac¬ 
tivities  and  workshops  for  single 
adults  involved  in  the  church. 

Australian  participated 

Attracting  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  United  States, 
the  conference’s  theme  and  pur¬ 
pose  also  drew  one  participant 
from  Australia. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Forrest  of 
Sydney,  who  described  himself  as 
a  true  “believer  in  the  future  of 
ministry  to  singles,”  said  that,  af¬ 
ter  his  divorce,  “I  was  in  shock, 
and  I  know  firsthand  the  need  for 
these  programs.” 

Mr.  Forrest  said  he  first  dis¬ 
covered  the  impact  of  strong  sin¬ 
gles’  ministries  in  Kansas,  where 
he  was  part  of  a  clergy-exchange 
program. 

“I  liked  the  idea,  and  returned 
to  Australia  to  start  a  singles’ 
group  in  my  church,”  he  said. 
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NASHVILLE,  Tenn. — General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
member  Judy  Hunt  (left)  and  youth  leaders  Nancy  Nguy  and 
Robert  Woodall  help  teens  at  a  recent  “Youth  Advocacy  Re¬ 
treat"  identify  effective  ministries  involving  youth. 


of  singleness  touted 


The  singles’  conference  here 
opened  with  a  forum  on  “hot-po¬ 
tato”  issues,  in  which  partici¬ 
pants  frankly  listed  concerns  still 
largely  unheeded  by  the  church 
in  general.  Among  them  were: 

■  the  need  to  help  people 
come  to  terms  with  the  unique 
challenges  of  single  Christians; 

■  the  need  for  increased  out¬ 
reach  to  ethnic-minority  singles; 

■  the  often-overlooked  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  always-single  person; 

■  the  universally  low  ratio  of 
men  to  women  at  most  singles’ 
gatherings. 

More  concerns  were  expressed 
through  personal  testimonies 
shared  prior  to  opening  worship. 

Hal  Hamilton  of  Raleigh, 
N.C.,  recalled  feeling  rejected  by 
his  church  after  his  1977  divorce. 

“My  Christian  friends  told  me 
that  I  was  going  to  hell.  Their  re¬ 
jection  turned  my  heart  hard,” 
Mr.  Hamilton  said,  adding  that 
he  dropped  out  of  church  for  10 
years. 

“One  day  I  realized  that  what  I 
was  missing  in  my  life  was  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God.” 

'I  found  acceptance' 

He  joined  another  church  with 
an  active  singles’  ministry. 
“There  1  found  acceptance  ...  as 
I  was.” 

The  national  meeting  for  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  single  adults  was 
the  sixth  since  1984.  The  first 
meeting  for  leaders  of  single 
adult  groups  was  held  two  years 
earlier. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  event 
was  Harold  Ivan  Smith,  author 
of  several  books  on  single,  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Addressing  the  United 
Methodist  gathering,  he  applaud¬ 
ed  the  group’s  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness. 

“You  look  like  America,”  he 
said.  “Most  single  groups  all  look 
the  same:  Anglo,  middle-class 
and  yuppie.” 

Advising  singles  seeking  to  or¬ 
ganize  in  churches,  he  discour¬ 
aged  playing  numbers  games. 

Small  groups,  “where  a  lot  of 
helping  is  going  on,”  can  be  the 
best  way  to  reach  out  to  structure 
a  singles’  ministry,  he  said. 

Quoting  his  latest  book,  “A 
Singular  Devotion,"  Mr.  Smith 
traced  the  historic  contributions 
of  single  adults  to  the  growth  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

“There  would  be  no  [United 
Methodist]  church  today  without 
single  adults,  such  as  Francis  As- 
bury,”  and  other  circuit  riders 
who  traveled  and  preached  in  the 
18th  century,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Sheron  C.  Patterson,  a 
former  staff  writer  of  the  Report¬ 
er,  is  pastor  of  Crest-Moore-King 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las. 


UMC  says  'aloha'  to  its 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  lost  Hawaii  Loa  College — the 
church’s  only  college  in  Hawaii — to 
a  neighboring,  non-church-related 
university. 

The  transfer  was  made  Final  July 
25. 


tives,  who  tried  for  several  months 
to  block  the  move  or  discover  ways 
to  boost  the  school  financially. 

The  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  said,  “At  a  time  when  we 
are  developing  closer  relationships 
between  United  Methodist-related 


The  shift  is  a  blow  to  United 
Methodist  higher  education  execu- 

colleges  and  universities  in  Asia 
and  the  United  States,  it  is  ironic 
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DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  for  1200-member 
congregation  in  university  community.  Full-time 
position  with  emphasis  on  adult  ministries,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  outreach.  Responsible  for  implemen¬ 
tation  and  coordination  of  programs,  will  include 
supervising  other  programming  personnel,  pro¬ 
curing  curricula,  recruiting  volunteers,  coordina- 
tion  of  committees,  and  overall  management  of 
church  program.  Bachelor's  degree,  appropriate 
experience  and  background  of  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  church  leadership  preferably  in  United 
Methodist  Church.  Salary  competitive  and  com¬ 
mensurate  with  training  and  experience.  Submit 
resume  to:  Jerry  Jeffords,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  503  Maple.  Murray,  KY  42071 . 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  desired 
for  dynamic,  1100-member  church  in  Jackson¬ 
ville,  FL.  Part-time  position,  approximately  20 
hours  per  week.  Responsibilities  would  be  in  the 
areas  of  hospital  visitation,  new  member  visita¬ 
tion,  congregational  care,  and  occasional  preach¬ 
ing.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing  may  be  provided. 
Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce,  Jr.,  Ortega  United 
Methodist  Church,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Jack¬ 
sonville,  FL  32210. 

UMC  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH  LOOKING  for 

Director  of  Education.  Salary  negotiable.  Mas¬ 
ter's  degree  in  education  and/or  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  a  must.  Call  collect  (812)  423-4495.  Evans¬ 
ville.  IN.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES  for 

1 100-church  in  Jacksonville,  Florida  to  plan,  de¬ 
velop.  and  coordinate  church  programs  and  edu- 
cational  ministries  in  a  young,  dynamic,  growing 
church.  Full-time  position.  Salary  negotiable 
based  on  experience.  Housing  provided.  Insur¬ 
ance  and  pension  benefits  also.  Degree  and  expe¬ 
rience  in  Christian  education  or  equivalent  is 

FULL-TIME  STAFF  PERSON  for  youth  and 

education  ministries  in  1100-member  church. 
Send  resume  to:  Otto  Steinhaus,  New  McKen- 
dree  United  Methodist  Church,  209  S.  High, 
Jackson.  MO  63755.  (314)  243-8487. 

desired.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor,  Ortega 
United  Methodist  Church,  4807  Roosevelt  Blvd., 
Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

RUSSIA  ST.  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 
Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study 
programs.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and 
Seattle  $1,695  to  $1,995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 

72 1 3,  Shrewsbury,  NJ  07702.  1 

LARGE  MEMBERSHIP  UNITED  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Fort  Worth  Episcopal  Area  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  full-time  minister  of  music.  Salary  range  of 
$30,000-$ 3 5,000  depending  on  qualifications. 
Send  resume  and  application  to:  UMR,  Dept 
TT.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

ENJOY  TRAVELING?  Visit  China  and  Hong 
Kong  November  9-23  and  do  your  Christmas 
shopping!  In  1993,  cruise  Hawaii,  January  9-18 
or  tour  Israel.  March  18-27  (intergenerational). 
Free  brochure.  Experienced  travel  hosts.  Dr.  Cec¬ 
il  Pottieger,  Box  3371,  Frederick,  MD  21701, 
(301)  696-8370. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MISSIONS  AND  SINGLES 
Ministries.  Full-time  position  in  a  growing  3900- 
member  congregation  in  East  Texas.  Self-starter 
with  program  experience  needed.  Please  submit 

resume,  references  and  salary  requirements  to: 
Dr.  Tim  Bruster,  Marvin  UMC,  300  West  Erwin, 
Tyler.  TX  75702. 

WANT  TO  BUY:  Any  or  all  old  "Christian  Ad¬ 
vocate"  magazines.  James  Harris,  (405)  924- 
3925.  1502  W.  Locust,  Durant,  OK  74701. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  To  direct 

and  coordinate  total  music  program  of  2200- 
member  church  with  an  established  program  of 
adult,  youth,  children  and  bell  choirs.  Send  appli¬ 
cation.  resume  and  references  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  628,  Lake  Jackson,  TX 

SING  YOUR  FAVORITE  HYMNS  AT  HOME 
or  in  small  groups!  Instrumental  accompaniment 
for  90  hymns  on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  pi¬ 
ano  or  organ  accompaniment.  Word  book  includ¬ 
ed.  Makes  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping. 
1-800-728-0573. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availabil¬ 
ity.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 

NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

FREE  TRAVEL  AND  POSSIBLE  honorariums 
for  group  organizers.  Worldwide  religious,  educa¬ 
tional,  and  leisure  tours.  Travel  Innovations, 
2711  Market  Garden.  Austin,  TX  78745.  1-800- 
234-3879. 

only  Hawaiian  college 


that  these  new  programs  of  ex¬ 
change  will  not  involve  (a  church- 
related  school  in) 

Hawaii." 

Hawaii  Loa 
College  in  Kaneo¬ 
he,  Oahu — eight 
miles  from  Hono¬ 
lulu — was  begun 
in  1963  by  the 
United  Methodist 
and  Episcopal  Roger  W.  Ireson 
churches,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 

Lawsuit  seeks  recovery 

A  lawsuit  filed  by  three  founding 
denominations — absent  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church — seeks  recovery  of 
church  money  given  to  the  school 
and  a  decision  about  ownership  of 
the  property,  said  United  Method¬ 
ist  attorney  Kent  Weeks  of  Nash¬ 
ville. 

Merger  talks  were  the  latest  in  a 
series  of  efforts  by  both  school  and 
church  officials  to  save  Hawaii  Loa 


DEAR  PASTOR 

Try  Chancel  Drama 

to  bring  excitement  into  your  Refor¬ 
mation  Day  Service.  We  suggest 
Luther  and  Wesley  with  you  and  two 
actors  to  inspire  and  educate  you r  con¬ 
gregation.  This  play  and  14  others, 
proved  by  performance  by  LAMP  in 
churches,  in 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

OF 

FAITH 

Prompt  delivery,  or  free  brochure. 
Send  $13.23  (In  CA  $13.95)  to: 
WORD  SERVICE,  A 
921  Spencer  Way 
Los  Altos  CA  94024 


Merger  talks  were  the 
latest  in  a  series  of 
efforts  by  both  school 
and  church  officials  to 
save  Hawaii  Loa  College. 


College,  which  has  struggled  to 
overcome  years  of  administrative 
and  monetary  troubles. 

In  1988,  for  example,  the  found¬ 
ing  denominations  contributed  $1 
million  to  help  the  school  settle  a 
$6.2  million  federal  debt. 

Most  recent  efforts  to  save  the 
church-related  school  included  a 
state  court  injunction  to  block  the 
takeover  by  Hawaii  Pacific  Univer¬ 
sity  and  unsuccessful  plans  to  merge 
Hawaii  Loa  with  another  of  the  88 
United  Methodist-related,  four-year 
colleges. 

Asked  for  assistance 

Earlier  this  year,  Hawaii  Loa 
President  Dwight  Smith  asked  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  for  finan¬ 
cial  assistance  in  order  to  “assure 
the  future  independence”  of  the 
school  and  to  protect  it  from  being 
“simply  absorbed”  by  Hawaii  Pa¬ 
cific  University.  The  church  for¬ 
warded  $25,000  immediately,  said 
Ken  Yamada,  a  higher  education 
staff  executive. 

Officials  from  the  four  founding 
denominations  offered  legal  advice 
and  support  in  the  negotiations 
with  Hawaii  Pacific,  and  United 
Methodist  officials  made  a  counter¬ 
offer  in  an  effort  to  preserve  the 
school’s  mission.  In  the  end,  howev¬ 
er,  Hawaii  Loa  trustees  and  corpo¬ 
ration  members  voted  for  the 
takeover. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term  $100  6.50% 

1  year  term  $100  4.00% 

Flexible  $100  3.50% 


*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing 
your  own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular. 
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Wanting 
To  Grow 
Is  Not  Enough 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 
Superintendent 
Alexandria  District 

I  was  listening  to  a  pastor  preach  on  Luke  18:41  where  Jesus  asked 
the  blind  man  “What  do  you  want  me  to  do  for  you?”  While  I  have  not 
looked  at  the  Greek  to  see  if  the  preacher  was  on  target,  he  said  Jesus 
was  asking,  “Do  you  really  want  to  see?”  His  point  was  that  in  prayer 
we  often  ask  for  things  we  may  not  really  want.  For  example,  give  me  a 
clean  heart,  forgive  my  neighbors  or  help  me  to  love  everybody.  I  wonder 
if  in  the  area  of  church  growth  and  evangelism,  that  we,  the  people  called 
United  Methodists,  have  not  possibly  been  guilty  of  praying  for  and 
talking  about  wanting  our  churches  to  grow  but  doing  nothing  to  really 
carry  forward  that  manifestation. 

Church  growth  experts  assert  that  churches  grow  if  they  want  to  grow. 
Wanting  to  grow  is  not  enough  particularly  if  we  do  not  plan  for  growth 
and  aggressively  work  toward  it.  We  may  have  good  locations.  We  may 
have  new  and  attractive  buildings.  Even  a  great  program  will  not  always 
guarantee  growth  if  our  plan  is  not  comprehensive.  It  must  go  beyond  re¬ 
ceiving  new  members  and  must  assimilate  them  into  the  church  in  mean¬ 
ingful  roles. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  raise  some  questions  for  our  consider¬ 
ation  since  we  all  now  understand  that  wanting  to  grow  is  not  enough. 

Some  things  to  consider: 

■  Take  Stock  —  Why  shouldn't  the  church  take  stock  of  w  hat’s  hap¬ 
pening  to  it  and  to  the  community  that  it  is  in?  Everybody  else  takes 
stock  and  does  inventories.  We  need  to  understand  where  we  are  if  we 
plan  to  go  forward. 

■  Attitude  Is  Important  —  What  atmosphere  does  a  visitor  walk  into 
in  your  church?  Friendliness  of  the  people  is  often  cited  as  a  person’s 
reason  for  joining  a  church.  It  is  impossible  to  overestimate  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  a  spirit  of  love,  acceptance,  friendliness  and  caring  as  an  attrac¬ 
tion  to  visitors  seeking  a  church  home. 

■  What’s  Happening?  —  Is  there  sGfflHffftrg  going  on  in  your  church? 
The  worship,  the  music  and  yes,  the  spirit,  ought  to  communicate  some¬ 
thing  positive  and  upbeat.  People  want  to  be  where  there  is  something 
happening  and  it  ought  to  be  exciting! 

■  Follow  Through  and  Follow  Up  —  After  a  person  has  expressed  an 
interest  in  becoming  a  part  of  your  church,  then  what?  It  is  almost  like 
fishing.  Having  them  on  the  line  is  not  enough.  Having  them  in  the  boat 
for  a  while  before  jumping  out  is  not  much  better.  You’ve  got  to  bring 
them  all  the  w  ay  in  and  there  is  no  better  way  of  doing  that  than  sharing 
responsibilities,  tasks  and  roles.  Give  them  something  to  do  and  make 
them  a  part  of  what’s  happening. 


Three  Hospitals  Offer  Courses 
In  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 


Three  Louisiana  hospitals  will  of¬ 
fer  Clinical  Pastoral  Counseling 
Courses  this  fall  —  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Re¬ 
gional  Medical  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  Central  Louisiana  State 
Hospital  in  Pineville. 

The  Clinical  Pastoral  Education 
Center  of  the  Baton  Rouge  hospital 
has  openings  for  the  nine-month 
residency  beginning  in  the  fall. 

Clergy  and  lay  men  and  women 
are  invited  to  apply  for  this  ecu¬ 
menical  experience  that  offers  a 
theologically  based  program  in  a 
multi-specialty  hospital  setting. 

OLOL’s  center  is  accredited  for 
basic  and  advanced  C.P.E.  by  the 
Association  of  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion  contact  the  hospital’s  Pastoral 
Care  Department,  504-765-8992. 

Clinical  Pastoral  Training  at  Pen¬ 
dleton  is  a  specialized  training  op¬ 
portunity  to  enhance  ministry  skills 
in  hospital  visitation,  crisis  inter¬ 


vention  and  grief  counseling. 

Patient  visitation,  lectures  and 
ministry  evaluation  are  under  the 
guidance  of  trained  and  experi¬ 
enced  professionals.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  contact  the  Pastoral  Care 
Department,  (504)  244-5430. 

A  specialized  counseling  ap¬ 
proach  to  crisis  situations  will  be  of¬ 
fered  to  clergy  and  interested 
laypersons  at  the  state  hospital,  be¬ 
ginning  Aug.  24,  Chaplain  W.  Carl¬ 
ton  Vance,  director  of  the  training 
program,  said.  Objectives  will  be 
for  participants  to:  Gain  insight 
into  techniques  of  effective  caring 
ministry  to  persons  in  crisis  and  a 
better  understanding  of  the  behav¬ 
ior  and  to  develop  a  working  rela¬ 
tionship  with  professionals  by 
participating  with  a  psychiatric 
treatment  team. 

Interested  persons  may  call  or 
write  Chaplain  Vance,  Central  Hos¬ 
pital,  P.  O.  Box  5031,  Pineville,  LA 
71361-5031. 


Around  the  Conference 


Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary 
will  hold  its  quarterly  meeting  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  5,  at  10  a.m.  in 
Brooks  UMC,  New  Orleans.  The 
annual  luncheon  and  fashion  show 
is  set  for  Saturday,  Sept.  12,  at  1 
p.m.  in  Kearney  Hall,  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Myraline  Jamison  is  auxiliary 
president. 

*  *  * 

Four  Carrollton  Avenue  churches 
held  an  ecumenical  Vacation  Bible 
School  earlier  this  month  at  Carroll¬ 
ton  UMC,  New  Orleans,  where  the 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  James  Comer.  Re¬ 
ligious  festivals  were  emphasized. 


Presbyterian,  Church  of  Christ  and 
Episcopal  churches  joined  with 
them  as  they  often  do  for  other 
events  during  the  year. 


Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  whose  roots 
and  many  years  of  ministry  are  tied 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will 
become  interim  director  of  the  UM 
Mission  Resource  Center  in  Atlanta 
upon  his  retirement  from  the  active 
episcopacy  (Missouri  Area)  on  Aug. 
31.  The  center  is  the  official  train¬ 
ing  facility  for  mission  personnel  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


Christian  Education  Sunday 

Sunday  School:  Best  Source 
Of  New  Church  Members 


Since  the  Sunday  School  is  the 
greatest  source  for  new  church 
members,  the  observance  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Sunday  on  Aug.  30 
is  most  important.  Young,  new 
members  are  needed  to  keep 
churches  alive. 

“Over  60  per  cent  of  our  new 
members  come  from  the  Sunday 
School,”  said  Dr.  John  M.  Braden, 
pastor  of  Bastrop-Collinston  UMC 
Charge  and  chairman  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship.  “This  is 
especially  true  of  young  adults  and 
of  children  who  come  into  the 
church  through  confirmation  class¬ 
es.” 

To  be  emphasized  on  Christian 
Education  Sunday  are: 

■  Recruitment  of  new  Sunday 
School  members 

■  The  teaching-learning  process 

■  Dedication  and  commitment 


for  Sunday  School  teachers  and  ad¬ 
ministrators 

■  Promotion  Day  activities  for 
classes 

■  A  special  offering  (taken  at  the 
worship  service)  to  support  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  School  in  areas 
of  leadership  training  such  as  lab 
schools  and  other  instruction  for 
teachers  and  other  workers 

'  Most  of  our  faith  development 
comes  through  the  Sunday  School 
bv  example  and  teaching,  study  of 
the  Bible  and  role  models,  “  Braden 
mentioned. 

He  said  each  church  “will  do  its 
own  thing”  for  the  observance. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  sent  out  Resource  Packets  of 
information  to  Christian  educators 
and  pastors  in  local  churches  for  use 
on  this  day  of  observance  and 
throughout  the  year  in  Christian 
education. 


A  simulated  mar¬ 
ket  place  got  the 
attention  of  chil¬ 
dren  at  Vacation 
Bible  School  in 
Grace  UMC,  Rus- 
ton.  Tents  were  set 
up  to  resemble  a 
village  market¬ 
place  in  Jesus's 
time.  Each  day, 
children  visited  a 
different  tent  to 
see  bread-baking, 
pottery-molding, 
basket-weaving, 
woodworking  or 
other  Biblical 
wares  or  voca¬ 
tions. 


Brooks  UMC  To  Honor  Pastor 
For  His  Fifty  Years  of  Service 


gregation  has  invited  members  of 
all  UM  churches  in  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  and  Dr.  Walker’s  asso¬ 
ciates  at  Lafon. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  Brooks 
since  1984.  Prior  to  that  he  served 
as  pastor  of  Peoples,  Hartzell  and 
Mount  Zion  in  New  Orleans;  Mt. 
Olive  in  Bastrop;  Newman  in  Alex¬ 
andria;  Camphor  in  Baton  Rouge 
and  as  director  of  Special  Ministries 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

He  officially  retired  from  the 
Conference  in  1984  but  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  serve.  “There  are  not  too 
many  ministers  who  have  served 
that  long,"  Yarls  said.  “He  still  gets 
around  good.  He’s  a  great  minister 
to  us  and  is  excellent  at  visiting  the 
sick.” 

Adding  his  praise,  Bishop 
William  Oden  said,  “Dr.  Walker  is 
an  exceptional  minister  in  our  Con¬ 
ference  ...  He  is  a  leader  in  our 
Conference  in  so  many  ways  and  I 
am  pleased  you  are  honoring  him.” 


Members  of 
Brooks  UMC, 
New  Orleans, 
will  honor  their 
pastor,  Dr.  Sam¬ 
uel  W.  Walker 
Sr.  on  Sunday, 
Aug.  30.  Dr. 
Walker  has 
Or.  Samuel  served  the  Loui- 

Walker  Sr.  siana  Conference 

for  50  years  as  a  minister  and  ad¬ 
ministrator.  In  addition  to  being 
pastor  of  Brooks,  he  is  chaplain  of 
Lafon  Nursing  Home  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 


Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  former 
associate  pastor  of  Cornerstone 
UMC  and  former  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans  District,  will  speak 
at  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service. 


Dr.  Walker  will  be  honored  with 
a  dinner  after  the  service.  Joycelyn 
C.  Yarls,  chairman  of  the  church’s 
Council  on  Ministries,  said  the  con- 


Members  of  Montpelier  UMC  in  Amite  are  proud  of  their  new  ma¬ 
hogany-  color  granite  sign,  pictured  above,  which  was  installed 
within  a  brick  bell  tower,  Cornelia  H.  Bond  reports. 


Francis  Asbury  Was  A  Single  Adult 

Eliminate  'Ash'  Thinking 
And  'Noah's  Ark'  Attitudes 
For  Single  Adults  Ministry 


Stressing  the  importance  of  an  ef¬ 
fective  single  adults  ministry,  a 
speaker  for  a  single  adult  network 
meeting  in  Orlan¬ 
do,  Fla.,  said, 
“There  would  be 
no  (United  Meth¬ 
odist)  church  to¬ 
day  without  sin¬ 
gle  adults,  such  as 
Francis  Asbury,” 
and  many  other 
circuit  riders  who  traveled  and 
preached  in  the  1 8th  Century. 

Harold  Ivan  Smith,  author  of  sev¬ 
eral  books  about  single,  Christian 
life,  addressed  the  UM  group  that 
included  the  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
pastor  Westlake  UMC  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Conference  Singles  Task 
Force. 

Norman  talked  about  other  parts 
of  Smith’s  message  and  related  oth¬ 
er  information  from  the  conference 
that  would  be  helpful  in  building  or 
maintaining  an  effective  singles 
ministry. 

Notions  To  Dispel 

Effective  ministries  with  single 
adults  dispel  notions  that  being  sin¬ 
gle  implies  being  “less  than,”  Smith 
said.  Negative  ideas  to  counter  are: 

■  “Noah’s  ark”  thinking  —  as¬ 
suming  that  every  living  thing  must 
come  in  twos; 

■  “Ash”  thinking  —  existing  in 
the  ashes  of  the  past; 

■  “Ape"  thinking  —  patterning 
one’s  actions  after  someone  else’s; 

■  “Ant”  thinking  —  not  having 
large  enough  goals  for  oneself. 
Quoting  his  latest  book  A  Singular 
Devotion,  Smith  traced  historic  con¬ 
tributions  of  single  adults,  like 
Francis  Asbury,  in  the  growth  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Guided  by  a  “theology  of  single¬ 
ness,”  300  United  Methodists,  “sin¬ 
gle  by  divorce,  death  or  choice”  met 
to  celebrate  their  contributions  and 
to  increase  awareness  of  concerns  of 
single  Christians. 

Norman,  who  is  a  single  clergy¬ 
man,  was  the  speaker  at  a  vesper 
service. 

Involved  In  Missions 

He  mentioned  that  most  singles’ 
groups  are  now  more  intergenera- 
tional  than  they  once  were,  divided 
more  by  interests  than  age,  and  they 
are  involved  in  mission,  not  just  a 
group  to  “minister  to.” 

“I  was  impressed  with  the  dis¬ 
plays  at  the  conference  showing  sin¬ 
gles’  groups  involved  in  missions  — 
work  camps.  Habitat  for  Humanity, 


Explaining  Jewish  heritage  and 
customs,  like  those  found  in  the 
Bible,  is  Mickey  Cohen,  above. 
Children  at  First  UMC,  Leesville, 
heard  him  at  the  Vacation  Bible 
School  which  had  the  theme, 
"Festival  Celebration.  "  The  Rev. 
Ryan  Horton  Jr.  is  pastor. 


Heifer  Interna¬ 
tional  Project 
and  others. 

Many  singles  or¬ 
ganizations  have 
gotten  the  whole 
church  involved 
in  these  proj¬ 
ects.” 

Norman  said 
many  singles  are  Rev.  Urry  Norman 
doing  well  in  the 

work  place  and  give  their  tithes  to 
the  church  as  well  as  their  time  and 
talents.  “They  are  assuming  more 
leadership  roles  in  the  churches.” 

He  said  singles  should  not  be 
viewed  as  a  group  “just  waiting  for 
life  to  happen,  but  one  involved  in 
life  and  the  church.” 

Importance  of  Ministry 

Attracting  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  United  States,  the 
conference  also  drew  a  participant 
from  Australia.  The  Rev.  Donald 
Forrest  of  Sydney,  who  described 
himself  as  a  true  “believer  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  ministry  to  singles,”  said 
that,  after  his  divorce,  “I  was  in 
shock.  I  know  firsthand  the  need  for 
the  singles  programs.” 

Forrest  said  he  discovered  the 
impact  of  strong  singles’  ministries 
in  Kansas,  where  he  was  part  of  a 
clergy-exchange  program.  “I  liked 
the  idea,  and  returned  to  Australia 
to  start  a  singles’  group  in  my 
church.” 

The  Orlando  conference  opened 
with  a  forum  on  “hot  potato”  is¬ 
sues,  in  which  participants  listed 
concerns  largely  unheeded  by  the 
church  in  general.  Among  them 
were: 

t  The  need  to  help  people  come 
to  terms  with  the  unique  challenges 
of  single  Christians; 

t  The  need  for  increased  outreach 
to  ethnic-minority  singles; 

t  The  often-overlooked  concerns 
of  the  always-single  person; 

t  The  universally  low  ratio  of 
men  to  women  at  most  singles’ 
gatherings. 

Rejected  After  Divorce 

Other  concerns  were  expressed 
through  personal  testimonies 
shared  prior  to  opening  worship. 
Hal  Hamilton  of  Raleigh,  N.C.,  re¬ 
called  feeling  rejected  by  his  church 
after  his  1977  divorce. 

“My  Christian  friends  told  me 
that  I  was  going  to  hell.  Their  rejec¬ 
tion  turned  my  heart  hard,”  Hamil¬ 
ton  said,  adding  that  he  dropped 
out  of  church  for  10  years. 

“One  day  I  realized  that  what  I 
was  missing  in  my  life  was  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God.”  He  joined  an¬ 
other  church  with  an  active  singles’ 
ministry.  “There  1  found  accep¬ 
tance  ...  as  I  was.”  (Part  of  article 
was  reported  by  the  Rev.  Sheron  C. 
Patterson  for  United  Methodist 
News  Service). 

For  Louisiana  News 

Send  news  and  photos  for  publi¬ 
cation  in  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  to:  Dotty  Bagbey,  asso¬ 
ciate  editor.  Inquiries  about  new 
subscriptions  ($12  annually  for 
Conference  editions)  or  problems 
with  newspaper  delivery  should  be 
directed  to  Judy  Brewer. 

Address,  phones  and  Fax  for  Bag- 
bey  and  Brewer  are:  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Conference  Of¬ 
fice,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA„  70802-5720;  phone, 
504-346-1646;  Fax,  504-383-2652. 


Author's  Stories  Boost  Spirit 


When  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  introduced  a  new  line  of 
resources  called 
“Dimensions  for 
Living,”  the  se¬ 
ries  was  aimed  at 
giving  the  spiri- 
_  tual  lives  and 

Dimensions  lifestyles  of 

for  living  Christian  laity  a 
boost.  Richard  Speight's  poignant 
book.  The  Pancake  Man  and 
Friends:  Stories  That  Raise  the  Spir¬ 
it  and  H  arm  the  Heart,  ’'  released 
this  month,  lives  up  to  that  goal. 

A  lawyer  and  writer,  he  creates 
stones  with  which  many  families 
can  identify  —  the  “Pancake  Man” 
who  gets  up  early  on  Saturday  to 
cook  breakfast  for  his  wife  and  kids; 
“Willie  the  Weeper,”  the  little  man 
who  teaches  him  “big  time”  about 
respect  and  dignity;  “Big  John,”  the 
enthusiastic  friend  who  helps  him 


with  so  many 
projects  and  who 
really  listens  to 
him,  and  his 
melancholy 
thoughts  about 
his  former  school 
as  it  is  being  tom 
down. 

The  reader 
laughs  a  little 
and  cries  a  bit. 
Speight’s  Christian  values  and  love 
of  family  come  shining  through  his 
stories. 

This  144-page  volume  is  good  for 
busy  people  who  can  have  a  quick 
read  between  tasks.  $9,  paper  cover. 
Order  from:  Dimensions  for  Living, 
201  Eighth  Avenue  South,  P.O.  Box 
801,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0801,  or 
through  Cokesbury  (Call  toll  free:  1  - 
800-672-1789). 

—  Dotty  Bagbey 
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Commentary; 


We  must  stop  ignoring  widespread  hunger  in  Somalia 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  Reporter  traditionally  requires  that  items 
appearing  on  its  opinion  page  (“Faith  forum")  meet  at  least  one  of  two 
criteria:  that  they  be  explicitly  church  related  and/or  contain  an  explicit 
Christian  perspective.  Publication  of  the  following  commentary  is  a  rare 
exception  to  that  policy. 

We  believe,  however,  that  the  commentary  is  consistent  with  a  Christian 
moral  perspective  and  with  policies  advocated  by  mainline  church  bodies. 
Its  point  is  clearly  timely  and  of  the  utmost  urgency. 

The  author  is  Africa  policy  analyst  with  Bread  for  the  World,  a 
Christian  anti-hunger  advocacy  organization  based  in  Washington,  D.C. 


By  SHARON  PAULING 

While  the  world’s  attention  has 
been  riveted  to  civil  strife  in  Saraje¬ 
vo,  Africa’s  worsening  famine  is  go¬ 
ing  unnoticed  (see  related  articles 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Even  though  the  causes  of  hunger 
in  eastern  Europe  and  Africa  are 
similar,  solutions  are  being  deter¬ 
mined  by  skin  color  and  not  by  the 
severity  of  the  situation. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  ethnic  vio¬ 
lence  late  last  year  in  Yugoslavia, 
the  international  community  has 
monitored  the  food  shortages  in  Sa¬ 
rajevo,  launched  peacekeeping  mis¬ 
sions  and  has  recently  created  safe 
corridors  for  relief  operations.  Pub¬ 
lic  consciousness  has  been  stirred 
by  the  headlines  and  televised  im¬ 
ages  of  civil  strife  and  the  abhorrent 
shelling  of  civilian  bread  lines. 

Yet  the  bread  lines  of  Yugoslavia 
pale  in  comparison  to  the  famine 
afflicting  Africa. 

Drought  is  devouring  southern 
and  eastern  Africa  at  an  unprece¬ 
dented  rate  and  Somalia  has  erupt¬ 
ed  in  a  political  bloodbath. 

Response  insufficient 

The  United  Nations  estimates  that 
23  million  people  throughout  the 


Horn  of  Africa  and  an  additional  30 
million  across  southern  Africa  are  at 
immediate  risk  of  starvation,  disease 
and  malnutrition.  Despite  repeated 
early  warnings  by  relief  officials,  the 
response  has  been  insufficient  and  di¬ 
saster  proves  imminent. 

It  is  critical  that  attention  be  giv¬ 
en  to  food  shortages  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union  and  bread  lines  in  Sa¬ 
rajevo.  Yet  it  is  also  important  to 
ask  why  greater  thresholds  of  suffer¬ 
ing  and  horror  must  be  reached  in 
Africa  before  camera  crews  arrive 
and  decisive  action  is  taken  by  the 
international  community. 

Nowhere  is  Africa’s  plight  more 
evident  than  in  Somalia.  Relief  ex¬ 
perts  estimate  that  up  to  one-third 
of  Somalia’s  4.5  million  people  are 
at  immediate  risk  of  starvation. 


The  United  Nations  estimates  that 
5,000  people  are  dying  from  war  and 
hunger-related  diseases  every  day. 
Raging  civil  war,  ethnic  rivalries  and 
spreading  drought  have  kindled  the 
cauldron  of  human  suffering  in  a 
country  with  no  functioning  govern¬ 
ment  and  with  little  infrastructure  ca¬ 
pable  of  sustaining  relief  operations. 

Even  with  this  immense  suffering, 
the  world  community  has  failed  to 
adequately  respond  to  Somalia’s  cri¬ 
sis.  U.N.  Secretary  General  Boutros- 
Ghali  has  expressed  frustration  with 
the  uneven  attention  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  is  giving  to  tragedies  world¬ 
wide,  describing  the  civil  war  in 
Yugoslavia  as  “the  war  of  the  rich” 
and  criticizing  the  United  Nation’s 
great  emphasis  there  compared  to  its 
meager  effort  in  Somalia. 


Editorial 


The  United  States  in  particular  is 
pursuing  an  unrealistic  course  of  ac¬ 
tion  put  forward  by  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  John  Bolton,  who  has 
stated  that  “an  enduring  cease-fire 
is  essential"  in  Somalia  before  fur¬ 
ther  actions  can  be  taken. . . . 

Stepped-up  action  called  for 

Bread  for  the  World  believes  it  is 
unconscionable  for  the  world  com¬ 
munity  to  continue  to  ignore  the 
widespread  hunger  and  destruction 
in  Somalia.  We  call  for  stepped-up 
action  to: 

/  flood  Somalia  with  food  and 
other  urgently  needed  supplies; 

•f  immediately  deploy  U.N.  se¬ 
curity  forces  to  protect  food  and  re¬ 
lief  workers;  and 

•f  establish  a  conflict  resolution 
process  that  includes  all  parties, 
particularly  traditional  leaders,  to 
facilitate  ongoing  consultations. 

The  lives  of  Africans  are  as  pre¬ 
cious  as  the  lives  of  eastern  Europe¬ 
ans.  Sarajevo’s  tragedy  clearly 
warrants  international  intervention 
and  assistance. 

But  the  international  community 
must  not  wait  for  spiraling  numbers 
of  emaciated  children  and  skeletal 
victims  before  unleashing  massive 
humanitarian  assistance  to  Africa. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

A  severely  malnourished  Somali  child  in  a  Kenyan  refugee  camp 
hangs  on  to  his  mother — and  to  life.  Bread  lines  in  Yugoslavia  pale 
in  comparison  to  the  famine  afflicting  Africa. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Disabilities,  Jesus  and  us 


Small  churches  CAN  be  in  mission! 


Laws  that  do  not  apply  directly  to 
local  churches  still  can  remind 
Christians  of  their  moral  and  spiri¬ 
tual  responsibilities. 

A  good  example  is  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  which  was  en¬ 
acted  by  the  U.S.  Congress  in  1 990 
and  is  being  phased  in  by  its  four 
sections  or  “titles.”  Title  I,  which 
prohibits  employers  from  discrimi¬ 
nating  against  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities,  went  into  effect  last  month. 

The  overall  intent  of  the  disabil¬ 
ities  act  is  to  ensure  equal  rights  in 
and  access  to  the  workplace,  public 
facilities  and  public  transportation 
for  people  with  physical  limitations 
such  as  blindness,  deafness  or  im¬ 
pediments  to  their  mobility. 

In  general,  church  facilities  are 
bound  by  Title  I  and  other  parts  of 
the  disabilities  law  only  if  they  are 
used  for  activities  such  as  children’s 
day  care  that  receive  public  funding. 

Nevertheless,  even  if  the  law 
doesn’t  specifically  require  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  address  the  needs  of 
people  with  disabilities,  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  spirit  of  the  Gospel  does. 

Jesus’  injunction  regarding  chil¬ 
dren  surely  applies  to  all  others: 
"Hinder  them  not”  from  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  community  of  faith. 

Regrettably,  aspects  of  countless 
church  facilities  and  functions  say, 
in  effect,  to  people  with  physical 
disabilities:  “You  are  unwelcome.” 

Stairs  that  discourage  people  in 


wheelchairs,  worship  bulletins  that 
people  with  poor  eyesight  can’t 
read,  sanctuaries  without  amplifica¬ 
tion  devices  for  those  with  impaired 
hearing — these  are  among  many 
typical  ways  in  which  churches, 
quite  unintentionally,  can  present 
an  inhospitable  face  to  people  with 
physical  limitations. 

More  subtle,  and  hence  more  in¬ 
sidious,  are  attitudes  and  percep¬ 
tions  that  either  block  awareness  of 
such  problems  or  hinder  efforts  to 
address  them. 

“We  don’t  have  those  kind  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  church,”  or,  “They’ve  never 
asked  for  help,  so  why  bother?”  reflect 
ways  in  which  countless  congregations 
put  distance  between  themselves  and 
people  with  disabilities. 

By  contrast,  followers  of  Christ 
should  be  moral  leaders  in  identifying 
and  addressing  the  special  needs  of 
people  who  otherwise  remain  largely 
hidden  from  public  awareness. 

To  promote  that  task,  ve  recom¬ 
mend  a  recently  published  guide¬ 
book  to  help  congregations  reflect 
and  act  on  the  needs  of  worshipers 
and  others  in  their  midst  with  dis¬ 
abling  conditions. 

The  56-page  guidebook  titled, 
“That  All  May  Worship,”  can  be 
obtained  for  $  10  each  (less  in  quan¬ 
tity)  from  Religion  and  Disability 
Program,  National  Organization  on 
Disability  910  16th  Street,  Suite 
600,  Washington,  D.C.  20006. 


Even  if  the  law  doesn't  specifi¬ 
cally  require  a  congregation  to 
address  the  needs  of  people 
with  disabilities,  the  message 
and  spirit  of  the  Gospel  does. 

PHOTO  REPRINTED  WITH  PERMISSION  BV  THE 
NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  ON  DISABILITY 


It  has  been  said  that  to  reach  the 
top  of  an  oak  tree,  you  can  climb  it 
limb  by  limb,  or  you  can  find  a 
healthy  acorn  and  sit  on  it. 

Our  46-member  church  here  in 
Velarde,  N.M.,  is  certainly  climb¬ 
ing.  Our  1992  apportionments  are 
now  paid  in  full  in  addition  to  our 
Frontiers  of  Faith  pledge. 

We  have  given  $200  toward  the 
Four  Comers  Navajo  Mission  van 
and  another  $200  for  their  Christ¬ 
mas  projects.  We  contributed  $132 
to  the  Russian  Food  Emergency  and 
$75  to  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

On  June  7  we  will  take  up  a  special 
offering  for  the  Church  World  Service 
Blanket  Fund.  We  have  taken  care  of 
needs  of  our  own  church  families.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  we  recently  picked 
up  50  bags  of  trash  along  the  roads  of 
Velarde  to  celebrate  Earth  Day. 

With  pride,  we  say  we  are  just  too 
busy  a  group  to  be  out  searching  for 
healthy  acorns  to  sit  on. 

Who  says  a  small  church  can’t  be 
in  mission  to  others? 

Marguerite  Fairchild 
Alcalde,  New  Mexico 

Editorial  'slap'  regretted 

Let  us  hope  that  your  assessment 
editorial  of  the  bishop's  class  of 
1 992  is  correct  (see  UMR,  July  3 1 ). 

It  is  regrettable  that  you  felt  con¬ 
strained  to  take  the  slap  at  the 
“more  evangelical  than  thou” 
triumphalists.  They  must  have 


made  you  very  uncomfortable. 

How  wonderful  to  anticipate  the 
coming  of  these  new  bishops  who 
will  bring  us  the  good  news  of 
Christ  Jesus.  Faith  comes  from 
hearing  the  message  (preachers  in¬ 
cluded)  and  the  message  comes 
through  preaching  Christ. 

Mildred  L.  Brown 
Fullerton,  California 

Thousands  ARE  set  free 

This  is  in  regard  to  Robert 
Kuyper’s  July  17  column  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  Dwight  Sullivan’s 
July  31  response: 

I  submit  to  your  readers  that  not 
only  can  homosexuals  be  set  free  by 
Jesus  Christ  but  also  that  thousands 
already  have  been — set  free  to  be 
who  and  what  they  are,  under  God, 
and  not  to  live  the  lie  that  homo- 
phobic  churches  ask  of  them. 

The  saving  mercy  of  Christ  does 
need  to  be  told,  and  practicing 
Christian  homosexuals  have  much 
to  say  about  vital,  active  living  in 
Christ. 

Ruth  Ann  Bryant 

West  Chester,  Pennsylvania 

I  was  perplexed  . . . 

I  was  perplexed  to  find  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church  supports 
gun  control.  I  have  been  affiliated 
with  the  Methodist  Church  for  nearly 
50  years  and  never  in  this  length  of 
time  have  I  ever  been  so  mad. 


My  family  and  I  are  guaranteed  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
the  right  to  keep  and  bear  firearms. 

The  church  needs  to  stay  out  of 
politics  and  focus  on  God’s  word. 

Ronald  A.  Perry 
Alvin, Texas 

. . .  and  I  am  appalled 

I  am  appalled  to  learn  that  my 
lifelong  denomination  is  a  support¬ 
er  of  the  Religious  Coalition  for 
Abortion  Rights.  What  is  “reli¬ 
gious”  about  abortion  rights? 

Aside  from  the  moral  reasons  for 
taking  a  moderate  stand  on  abortion, 
how  can  we  expect  to  increase  our 
denomination’s  membership  when 
we  cater  to  such  a  small  faction? 

William  H.  Tickner 
Exton,  Pennsylvania 

Cokesbury  assistance  praised 

We  want  to  praise  Cokesbury  for 
the  help  our  church  received  follow¬ 
ing  a  devastating  fire  destroying  our 
educational  wing  and  all  resources 
in  April,  1991. 

Cokesbury,  through  their  Sunday 
School  Assistance  Program,  provided 
us  with  materials  for  our  entire  Sun¬ 
day  school  of  200  for  one  year. 

Cokesbury’s  help  made  possible 
not  only  our  rebuilding  after  the 
fire,  but  growth  throughout  the  days 
that  followed.  We  are  grateful. 

Neal  Glass 

Murfreesboro,  Tennessee 


Here  I  Stands 

Let's  show  compassion  on  abortion  issue 


By  NORMA  KUYKENDALL 

This  constant  battle  for  and 
against  abortion  by  both  men  and 
women  is  getting  to  me. 

It  seems  no  one  really  has  the 
whole  truth.  I  can’t  see  individual 
cases  in  the  arguments. 

Most  people  think  this  is  a  reli¬ 
gious  question  we’re  trying  to  de¬ 
cide. 

In  my  church,  I  know  people  who 
believe  no  conception  can  occur 
without  direct  intervention  by  God. 
Others,  just  as  firm  in  their  beliefs, 
believe  God  has  given  men  and 
women  the  means  to  create  new  life 
and  then  turns  them  loose  with  that 
knowledge. 

I  also  sense  the  belief  by  others 
that  there  should  be  no  participa- 


", Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Norma  Kuykendall 
is  a  member  of  Sa¬ 
voy  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Savoy,  III.  (Central  Illinois 
conference). 


tion  in  sex  by  those  who  cannot  be 
responsible  for  the  results. 

The  sex  instinct,  in  my  belief,  has 
been  given  by  God.  The  fact  is,  it  is 
the  second  strongest  instinct  given 
to  humankind,  second  only  to  sur¬ 
vival.  Therefore,  I  feel  I  can’t  really 
judge  these  unwanted  pregnancies. 

In  the  past,  I  have  worked  with 


battered  women,  most  of  whom 
don’t  have  a  choice  when  inter¬ 
course  happens.  I  know  others  who 
give  in  because  life  is  made  miser¬ 
able,  either  physically  or  verbally 
(another  form  of  abuse)  if  they 
don’t. 

I’d  like  to  tell  about  one  true  case. 

The  mother  lives  in  terror  of  her 
husband.  She  sees  him  terrorize 
their  children.  She  finds  she’s  preg¬ 
nant  again. 

She  has  had  no  choice  all  the  way. 
She  has  no  education  that  will  help 
her  get  away  and  support  these  chil¬ 
dren.  She  will  not  leave  without 
them. 

This  husband  will  allow  and  pay 
for  an  abortion  as  long  as  no  one 
knows.  But  if  that  child  is  bom,  it  is 
immediately  in  the  shadow  of  his 


iron  fist  like  the  others. 

You  can  say  the  woman  is  stupid. 
But  the  past  can’t  be  changed.  We 
all  get  smarter  through  experience. 
She  has  to  deal  with  the  facts  of  to¬ 
day  and  her  own  low  self-image. 

She  asks  herself  if  she  can  take 
watching  another  child  be  abused. 
Or,  she  wonders  if  she  aborts  this 
baby,  will  it  go  back  to  God? 

Readers,  no  matter  what  your 
stand  is  on  this  issue,  please  have 
compassion  for  the  many  women 
who  truly  want  what’s  best  for  their 
children,  even  unborn  ones. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Then  Abram  said  to  Lot,  “Let 
there  be  no  strife  between  you  and 
me,  and  between  your  herdsmen 
and  my  herdsmen;  for  we  are  kins¬ 
men.”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 

(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  12:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  84:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  84:4-12 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  28:1-9 
Thursday:  Luke  13:22-30 
Friday:  Luke  13:31-35 
Saturday:  Hebrews  12:1-12 
Sunday:  Hebrews  1 2: 1 8-29 
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My  Witn^ce 

God  sent  me  a  65th-birthday  gift 


By  WILLIAM  G.  MERRICK 

When  you  look  north  from  the 
screened-in  front  porch  on  our 
hilltop  home  in  north  Georgia, 
you  see  the  gentle  hills  that  are 
the  beginning  of  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountain  range. 

Every  morning  when  1  get  up 
before  dawn,  I  go  out  on  our 
screened  porch  with  my  coffee 
and  watch  the  false  dawn  fade 
away  as  the  sun  behind  the 
mountains  slowly  gives  light  to 
the  valley  and  a  new  day  begins. 

For  the  last  two  weeks,  as  I 
drank  my  pre-dawn  coffee,  1  have 
heard  the  very  insistent  love  call 
of  a  male  whippoorwill.  He 
seemed  to  range  all  sections  of  our 
farm.  He  would  call  and  call  and 
when  there  was  no  response,  he 
would  move  to  another  location. 
He  would  continue  his  unan¬ 
swered  courtship  until  it  was  al¬ 
most  full  light,  and  then  silence. 

This  morning  was  a  very  mean¬ 
ingful  one  for  me  and  1  was  out  on 
the  porch  very  early,  for  today  I 
was  to  be  65  years  of  age.  The  cof¬ 
fee  in  my  favorite  mug  didn’t  taste 
quite  as  good  as  it  usually  did,  for 
this  was  the  birthday  1  had  been 
dreading  all  of  my  life.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  of  my  generation  have  grown 
to  feel  that  when  you  reach  this 
fateful  age.  life  as  we  have  known 
it  is  over. 

For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  William  C.  Merrick  is  a 
member  of  Clarkesville  United 
Methodist  Church,  Clarkesville,  Ca. 
(North  Georgia  conference). 


didn’t  look  forward  to  the  beauty 
of  the  sun  coming  up  over  our 
mountains.  Then,  the  beautiful 
sound  of  the  love  call  of  the  male 
whippoorwill  filled  the  misty  valley 
with  his  call.  Then,  from  the  dis¬ 
tance,  came  a  quieter  reply  from 
the  mate  he  had  been  seeking. 

The  two  whippoorwills  filled  the 
cloudy  woods  with  their  calls.  As 
they  came  closer  to  each  other, 
their  calls  seemed  to  blend  into 
one.  At  last  they  met  in  the  valley 
below  and  there  was  silence. 

The  sun  pushed  back  the  dark¬ 
ness  and  began  to  slowly  appear 
over  the  mountain  where  I  used 
to  ride  my  horse  as  a  young  man. 

Then,  I  realized  that  God  had 
given  me  His  birthday  present. 
The  knowledge  that  life  goes  on 
and  that  I  had  been  given  the 
privilege  to  understand — and  to 
know  a  part  of  me  would  always 
be  in  these  mountains. 

And  now,  boy,  finish  that  cof¬ 
fee  and  put  that  trailer  back  on 
the  tractor.  You  need  to  finish 
picking  up  those  rocks  out  of  the 
new  garden  you  just  plowed.  The 
best  in  life  is  yet  to  come. 
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MOSCOW  MISSION  OPENS:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  from  around  the  globe  gathered 
in  Moscow  earlier  this  week 
for  the  official  opening  of 
the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  office  there.  Invited 
are  representatives  from 
United  Methodist  churches 
and  fellowships  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union,  Russian 
Orthodox  and  other  ecu¬ 
menical  representatives  and 
guests  from  the  United  States  and  Europe,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver,  a  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Division.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  of  East  Germany — as¬ 
signed  to  coordinate  the  church’s  work  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent  States — is  host. 
The  Reporter’s  representative  to  the  event,  the 
Rev.  Daniel  J.  Louis,  will  provide  coverage  of 
the  Moscow  convocation  in  the  Aug.  28  issue. 


PASTORAL  ADVICE:  Church  leaders 
are  moving  toward  center  stage  in  South  Afri¬ 
can  politics  once  again  as  they  frantically  try  to 
shore  up  negotiations  for  political  reform  that 
fell  apart  in  mid-June  after  46  blacks  were 
slaughtered  outside  Johannesburg.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  several  churches  met  for  almost  two 
hours  recently  with  South  African  President  F. 
W.  de  Klerk  and  hand-delivered  a  statement 
warning  that  the  country  is  “sliding  into  chaos.” 
Among  the  high  profile  leaders  involved  in  the 
meetings  were  the  Rev.  Frank  Chikane,  chief 
executive  of  the  South  Africa  Council  of 
Churches;  Methodist  Bishop  Peter  Storey  and 
the  Rev.  Beyers  Naude,  a  white  pastor  in  the 
predominantly  black  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  Africa. 


OPPOSED:  The  Christian  Legal  Society  has 
denounced  the  American  Bar  Association’s  vote 
in  favor  of  a  resolution  which  allows  the  ABA  to 
promote  a  pro-abortion  position.  “The  ABA’s 
decision  to  abandon  neutrality  ignores  that  for 
many  attorneys  the  abortion  question  holds  great 
moral  and  religious  implications,”  the  society 
said  in  a  press  release. 

NO  WOMEN  IN  COMBAT:  Placing 

women  in  combat  positions  during  war  would 
threaten  U.S.  military- effectiveness  and  harm 
the  country’s  families,  according  to  12  leaders 
of  conservative  organizations  concerned  with 
defense  and  family  values.  The  opinion  was  ex¬ 
pressed  in  a  joint  letter  to  the  Presidential  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Assignment  of  Women  in  the 
Armed  Forces.  The  commission  is  scheduled  to 
recommend  Nov.  1 5  whether  women  should  be 
assigned  to  military  combat  roles.  Signers  of  the 
letter  included  the  Rev.  Richard  Land,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission;  Beverly  LaHaye,  Concerned 
Women  for  America;  and  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister  who 
heads  the  American  Family  Association. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Victims  in  Bosnia,  Somalia  get  church  aid 


NCC  channels  aid  to  refugees 
fleeing  war-torn  Balkan  state 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Substantial 
amounts  of  humanitarian  assistance 
are  being  sent  by  U.S.  religious  bod¬ 
ies  to  Bosnia-Herzegovina,  and  assis¬ 
tance  to  refugees  is  being  provided 
as  conditions  there  permit. 

The  efforts  are  channeled 
through  Hungarian  Interchurch 
Aid  and  other  agencies  by  Church 
World  Service,  the  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
Lutheran  World  Relief  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  said  Aug.  12  that  a 
representative  will  be  going  to  Bos¬ 
nia  within  a  few  davs.  A  report  is 


expected  by  the  end  of  August. 

An  Aug.  6  statement  by  NCC 
leaders  called  on  President  Bush 
to  give  financial  and  diplomatic 
support  to  the  United  Nations  in 
efforts  to  end  the  campaign  of 
“ethnic  cleansing”  by  Serbian 
forces  in  Bosnia-Herzegovina 
(see  related  story  on  this  page). 

The  “United  States  and  the  in¬ 
ternational  community,  working 
through  the  United  Nations,  have 
a  moral  obligation  to  help  end  the 
war  . . .  increase  humanitarian  re¬ 
lief  and  enable  millions  of  war  ref¬ 
ugees  in  the  former  Yugoslavian 
republics  to  return  home  safely,” 
the  church  leaders  said. 


Churches  try  to  draw  focus 
on  growing  hunger  in  Africa 


From  staff  reports 

Worsening  famine  and  drought 
in  eastern  and  southern  Africa 
are  alarming  church  relief  agen¬ 
cies,  including  that  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Hundreds  of  children  and  el¬ 
derly  are  dying  daily  from  fam¬ 
ine  in  Somalia,  according  to  the 
latest  reports  from  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

An  estimated  1.5  million  So¬ 
malis  are  malnourished  because 
of  famine  brought  on  by  civil  war 
and  aggravated  by  drought,  said 
UMCOR’s  “hotline”  last  week 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

UMCOR  has  been  working  with 
Church  World  Service  and  Wit¬ 
ness,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  to  provide 
food  and  medicine  in  Somalia. 

Church  World  Service  has  sent 
$30,000  for  an  emergency  airlift 
of  food  to  children’s  feeding  cen¬ 
ters  in  Somalia  in  recent  weeks. 
The  agency  also  has  expanded  its 
Somalia  appeal  to  $  1 50,000  and 
is  working  to  bring  greater  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  crisis. 

UMCOR  also  has  contributed 
$10,000  directly  to  famine  relief 
in  nearby  Sudan,  said  a  spokes¬ 
man. 

In  several  southern  African 
countries,  news  reports  say  the 


drought  has  not  only  affected  the 
water  supply,  but  local  crops  and 
livestock. 

The  drought  has  wiped  out  be¬ 
tween  50  to  90  percent  of  the  sta¬ 
ple  corn  crops  in  southern  Africa. 
Government  officials  say  the  re¬ 
gion  will  need  to  import  between 
9  and  1 1  million  tons  of  com  to 
offset  the  com  loss. 

Added  to  the  cattle  owners’ 
problem  is  the  loss  of  livestock. 
At  least  100,000  herds  of  cattle 
reportedly  have  died  during  the 
drought  crises. 

Just  owning  a  handful  of  starv¬ 
ing  cows  has  become  a  life-threat¬ 
ening  situation  for  Zimbabwe 
farmers. 

“Here  in  Zimbabwe,  we  not 
only  use  cattle  to  provide  food, 
but  we  use  them  to  help  us  plow 
the  field,”  said  the  Rev.  Elisha 
Kabungaidze,  pastor  of  Mun- 
denda  United  Methodist  Church 
in  a  village  near  Old  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe,  where  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  building  Af¬ 
rica  University. 

“It’s  going  to  be  difficult  for 
my  members  next  summer,  be¬ 
cause  the  cattle  left  cannot  pull  a 
plow  without  water.  And  without 
crops,  the  people  do  not  eat.” 

Associate  editors  Denise  John- 
son  Stovall  and  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
contributed  to  this  report. 


United  Methodists  who  wish  to  contribute  to  relief  for  famine  and 
drought  victims  in  eastern  and  southern  Africa  may  send  their  gifts,  via 
their  annual  conference  treasurers,  to  the  following  designated  accounts: 
Somalia  famine  —  Advance  Special  No.  982450-8. 

Sudan  famine  —  Advance  Special  No.  184385-0. 

Africa  drought  —  Advance  Special  No.  101250-4. 
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The  girlfriend  and  best  friend  of  Sani  Krunic,  a  27-year-old  Bosnian  soldier  who  died  in  combat, 
put  candles  on  his  grave  shortly  after  the  funeral.  The  continuing  warfare  and  alleged  atrocities 
in  Bosnia-Herzegovina  are  drawing  outrage  and  relief  aid  from  U.S.  faith  groups  (see  related 
stories  on  this  page.) 

Atrocities  outrage  U.S.  faith  groups 


Religious  News  Service 

Reports  of  Serbian  war  atroc¬ 
ities  in  Bosnia  involving  Orthodox 
Serbs,  Muslim  Bosnians  and  Cath¬ 
olic  Croats  have  provoked  outrage 
among  many  U.S.  religious  leaders 
and  are  creating  some  unusual  alli¬ 
ances  and  conflicts. 

Amid  reports  of  intensified  Serbi¬ 
an  aggression  in  the  former  Yugo¬ 
slav. republic,  many  Jews,  Muslims 
and  Christians  have  united  in  call¬ 
ing  for  strong  action  against  Serbia’s 
alleged  “ethnic  cleansing”  cam¬ 
paign. 

A  strong  dissenter  is  the  U.S. 
leader  of  the  Serbian  Orthodox 
Church,  who  charged  that  reports 
of  Serbian  atrocities  are  a  “pro¬ 
paganda  campaign.” 

Meanwhile,  Jewish  organiza¬ 
tions  have  reacted  to  reports  of 
Serbian  concentration  camps  and 
torturing  of  Bosnia  prisoners, 
comparing  reports  of  a  Serbian 
ethnic  cleansing  to  efforts  by  Na¬ 
zis  to  exterminate  Jews  during 
World  War  II. 


Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Theodore  McCarrick  of  Newark, 
N.J.,  who  led  a  delegation  of  U.S. 
Catholic  leaders  to  Bosnia  and 
Croatia  last  month,  also  described 
the  war,  which  has  left  thousands 
dead  and  700,000  homeless,  as 
“reminiscent  of  the  Holocaust.” 

Metropolitan  Christopher  of 
Libertyville,  Ill.,  who  presides 
over  68  Serbian  Orthodox 
churches  in  the  United  States,  re¬ 
sponded  sharply  to  those  charges. 

“Labeling  Serbia  the  aggressor 
is  like  calling  the  National  Guard 
the  aggressor  in  Los  Angeles  ri¬ 
ots,”  he  said.  “People  are  to 
blame  equally  for  this  fighting.” 

Two  major  Christian  organiza¬ 
tions,  the  Geneva-based  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  the 
New  York-based  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  have  been  slow 
to  respond  with  statements  on 
the  war.  The  organizations  repre¬ 
sent  both  Protestant  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  Christians. 

But  as  reports  of  atrocities 


grew,  the  NCC  issued  a  news  re¬ 
lease  saying  its  top  officers  had 
sent  a  letter  to  President  George 
Bush  asking  him  to  give  financial 
and  diplomatic  support  to  the 
United  Nations  “to  help  end  the 
tragic  war  raging  in  Bosnia.” 

The  NCC  statement  was  signed 
by  the  Rev.  Syngman  Rhee,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  the  Rev.  Joan  Brown 
Campbell,  general  secretary. 
Copies  were  sent  to  the  U.S.  State 
Department  and  Gov.  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton.  Bush's  Democratic  opponent 
in  this  year’s  presidential  election. 

The  letter  proposed  that  the 
United  States  offer  temporary 
protective  status  to  Bosnian  refu¬ 
gees.  Council  leaders  also  sup¬ 
ported  a  call  by  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council  that  in¬ 
ternational  agencies  be  granted 
immediate  and  continuous  ac¬ 
cess  to  any  areas  in  which  prison¬ 
ers  are  being  kept. 

Don  Lattin  of  San  Francisco 
and  Elizabeth  Eisenstadt  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  contributed  to  this  report. 


Africa  church  growth  leaders  struggle  with  unrest,  economics 


What  will  be  our  role  as  United  Methodists  during 
Africa's  crises?" 

— Essena  Lodi,  West  Zaire  Conference 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

BUJUMBURA,  Burundi— Can 
The  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
tinue  to  survive  in  Africa  despite 
civil  wars,  depressed  economies, 
and  recurring  famine  and  drought? 

African  United  Methodists  lead¬ 
ers  said,  “With  God’s  help,  the  an¬ 
swer  is  ‘Yes!’  ”  during  a  recent 
meeting  in  the  Central  African  Re¬ 
public  of  Burundi. 

The  group  was  in  session  in  Bu¬ 


jumbura,  Burundi,  July  27-31. 

Some  30  United  Methodists  from 
Africa,  Europe  and  the  United  States 
heard  repeated  commitment  during 
the  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Executive  Committee 
meeting.  Eight  emergency  grants  to¬ 
taling  $65,000  were  approved. 

Grants  are  expected  to  be  used  to 
assist  displaced  persons  in  Liberia; 
repair  church  property  destroyed  by 
fighting  in  Zaire;  and  give  agricul¬ 
tural  training  to  drought  victims  in 


Zimbabwe. 

Unrest  in  Africa 

As  the  international  group  con¬ 
vened,  delegates  quickly  expressed 
an  urgent  need  to  postpone  tradi¬ 
tional  grant  requests  until  next  year 
because  of  the  unrest  in  many  Afri¬ 
can  countries. 

Committee  chairperson  Essena 
Lodi  of  the  West  Zaire  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  used  those  cries  of  distress  as 
a  call  to  mission,  asking  the  group, 
"What  will  be  our  role  as  United 
Methodists  during  Africa’s  crises?” 

“When  this  program  first  started 
12  years  ago,  the  African  countries 
were  in  an  era  when  we  had  just  got¬ 
ten  our  independence,”  said  Ms. 
Lodi.  “And  many  Africans  thought 
that  since  we  were  liberated,  we 
would  see  peace,  justice  and  devel¬ 
opment  for  all  the  African  countries 

“Yet,  we  did  not  know  that  this 
independence  would  bring  probably 
more  suffering  for  the  people  of  Af¬ 
rica,  through  dictatorships  and 
more  war. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BUJUMBURA,  Burundi— Dr. 
William  Humbane,  a  lay  preacher 
at  Malange  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church  in  Ma¬ 
puto,  Mozam¬ 
bique,  has  been 
elected  interim  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of 
the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Com- William  Humbane 
mittee,  effective  Jan.  1. 

He  succeeds  Dr.  Nathan  Goto  of 
Harare,  Zimbabwe,  who  requested 


“Now  it’s  the  1990s  and  the  Afri¬ 
can  people  are  revolting  and  really 
asking  for  peace,  justice,  and  de¬ 
mocracy,”  she  continued.  “And  the 
churches  in  Africa  have  to  help  lead 
the  way.” 

The  decision  to  change  the  usual 
funding  procedure  did  not  come 
easily.  The  committee  struggled 
with  reports  of: 

•f  a  decrease  in  giving  to  the  Afri¬ 
ca  Church  Growth  fund  by  local 
U.S.  churches  with  smaller  budgets; 

/  African  churches  with  deval¬ 
ued  currency;  and 

•f  European  churches  with  strict¬ 
er  funding  guidelines. 

Europe  has  additional  burden 

The  Rev.  Bodo  Schwabe,  repre¬ 
senting  the  United  Methodist  Euro¬ 
pean  Commission  on  Mission,  said 
European  churches  now  have  the 
additional  burden  of  supporting 
newly  discovered  sister  churches  in 
Eastern  Europe. 

“We  suddenly  looked  3,000  kilo¬ 
meters  to  the  east  and  there  were 


early  retirement  to  attend  Method¬ 
ist  Theological  School  in  Delaware, 
Ohio. 

Dr.  Goto  chaired  the  work  of  the 
Africa  Church  Growth  Committee 
when  it  was  started  in  1980,  and 
was  asked  to  staff  the  fund  in  1981. 

Since  that  time,  at  least  3,130  Af¬ 
rican  United  Methodists  have  re¬ 
ceived  scholarship  assistance  for 
clergy  and  lay  training;  and  135 
churches  were  built  or  repaired. 

At  the  request  of  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  executive  committee,  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Central  African  country  of 
Burundi  last  month.  Dr.  Humbane 


United  Methodist  churches,”  said 
Mr.  Schwabe,  general  secretary  of 
Germany’s  United  Methodist  board 
of  mission.  “We  would  not  be 
Christian  or  even  United  Methodist 
if  we  did  not  respond  to  their  needs. 

“United  Methodists  have  done 
more  than  ever  before  for  churches 
in  places  like  Romania  and  Bulgar¬ 
ia,  and  all  I  could  say  is,  ‘You  have 
done  very  well.' 

“But  I  tell  United  Methodists,  ‘Re¬ 
member,  please  don’t  forget  about 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa.’  ” 

The  Africa  Church  Growth  and 
Development  Committee  is  one  of 
the  few  church-wide  groups  which 
receives  and  distributes  funds  in 
block  grants  from  gifts  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 


will  serve  until  Aug.  31,1 993. 

The  committee  expects  to  replace 
the  interim  director  with  a  new  ad¬ 
ministrative  staff  of  regional  coor¬ 
dinators  representing  each  of  the 
three  Africa  Central  Conferences. 
The  staff  will  report  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  World 
Division  and  reside  in  Africa. 

Final  approval  of  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  will  be  requested  during  the 
full  committee  meeting  in  March, 
1993,  in  conjunction  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Global  Gathering  in 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


That’s  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  international  second-mile 
giving  program. 

The  committee  is  mainly  com¬ 
posed  of  representatives  from  13 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  continent  of  Africa:  An¬ 
gola  East  and  West;  Burundi; 
Liberia;  Mozambique;  Nigeria;  Sier¬ 
ra  Leone;  five  in  Zaire.  Central, 
Northeast,  South,  West  and  North 
Shaba;  and  Zimbabwe. 

Each  representative  gives  annual 
reports  on  United  Methodist  growth 
in  his  or  her  respective  region, 
through  such  areas  as  African  leader¬ 
ship  development;  evangelism  and 
community  development;  and 
church  construction. 


DEAR  PASTOR 

Try  Chancel  Drama 

to  bring  excitement  into  your  Refor¬ 
mation  Day  Service.  We  suggest 
Luther  and  Wesley  with  you  and  two 
actors  to  inspire  and  educate  your  con¬ 
gregation  This  play  and  14  others, 
proved  by  performance  by  LAMP  in 
churches,  in 
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Prompt  delivery,  or  free  brochure. 
Send  $13.23  On  CA  $13.95)  to: 
WORD  SERVICE,  A 
921  Spencer  Way 
Los  Altos  CA  94024 
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BUJUMBURA,  Burundi — Richard  E.  S.  Lagawo  of  Liberia,  finance 
chairman  for  the  United  Methodist  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  Committee,  proposes  cutting  the  unit's  budget,  based  on 
a  decrease  in  church-wide  giving.  The  committee  approved  grant 
allocations  only  for  emergency  programs.  No  new  projects  were 
approved  for  1993. 
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CIVIL  RIGHTS  AWARDS:  The  Rev 

James  L.  Stovall,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  a  United 
Methodist  who  organized  the  Louisiana  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Racism  and 
Nazism,  and  formerly  was 
executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  honored 
by  the  National  Educators 
Association,  the  Louisiana 
Association  of  Educators, 
and  the  Louisiana  Confer- 
fames  Stovall  ence  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People 
for  his  work  in  behalf  of  human  and  civil  rights. 


UMCOR  RESPONDS:  In  the  past  four 
month’s  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  made  nearly  100  responses  to  four 
continents  including  some  20  countries  and  10 
states  within  the  U.S.  Officials  of  the  relief 
agency  say  this  has  amounted  to  some  nearly 
$800,000  in  direct  financial  support  and  several 
individual  shipments  of  in-kind  supplies. 

WORSHIP  BOOK  TRAINING:  a  na¬ 
tional  training  session  on  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Order  of  Saint  Luke  on  Oct.  19-21  in  Kansas 
City,  Kan.  The  sessions  will  be  led  by  Bishop 
Susan  Morrison,  the  Rev.  Thomas  “Andy” 
Langford.  Diana  Sanchez,  Dr.  Dwight  Vogel, 
Abbot  Michael  O’Donnell,  and  Hoyt  Hickman. 
For  more  information,  write  the  Rev.  Jeff  F. 
Blackman,  2120  Minnesota  Avenue,  Kansas 
City,  Kansas  66102. 

CRISES  IN  CITIES:  “Theological  Educa¬ 
tion  in  the  City”  is  the  theme  for  a  four-day 
conference  examining  religious  responses  to  the 
crises  in  American  cities,  sponsored  by  Yale  Di¬ 
vinity  School  in  New  Haven,  Conn.  Keynote 
speakers  will  include  the  Rev.  William  Gray, 
president  of  the  United  Negro  College  Fund, 
Dr.  Lawrence  Mamiya,  chair  of  the  religion  de¬ 
partment  at  Vassar  College;  and  the  Rev.  Igna¬ 
cio  Castuera.  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Hollywood,  Calif.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Rev.  Julius  E.  Del  Pino  at 
(203)  432-5314. 

HANDS  ON  EXPERIENCE:  While 

many  college  students  enjoy  the  final  days  of 
their  summer  vacation,  one  United  Methodist 
student  expects  to  test  his  human  relations  and 
political  science  skills  this  week.  Brian  Thomas, 
student  government  president  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  McMurry  University  in  Abilene, 
Texas,  is  the  administrative  assistant  to  execu¬ 
tives  at  the  Republican  National  Convention, 
meeting  in  Houston  through  Aug.  20.  He  is  also 
working  for  the  National  Republican  Coalition 
for  Life. 

MISSION  SOCIETY  STAFF:  Stan  En¬ 
gland  will  join  the  staff  of  The  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  Oct.  1.  He  will  succeed 
Leonard  Stuart  as  the  Mission  Society’s  director 
of  mission  advancement.  The  Georgia  business¬ 
man  and  two-time  delegate  to  the  church’s  top 
legislative  body  is  the  current  national  president 
of  United  Methodist  Men.  The  Mission  Society 
is  a  supplementary  and  voluntary  missionary¬ 
sending  agency  for  United  Methodists  based  in 
Decatur,  Ga. 

UM  LAYWOMAN  NAMED:  United 

Methodist  laywoman  Jo  Luck  Cargile  has  been 
named  interim  executive  director  of  Heifer 
Project  International  following  the  resignation 
of  Thomas  H.  Hemphill.  Ms.  Cargile,  director 
of  Global  Services,  has  been  named  to  the  inter¬ 
im  position  for  12  to  18  months.  Ms.  Cargile  said 
her  priority  is  to  continue  working  for  long-lasting 
solutions  to  global  hunger  and  poverty. 


People  with  AIDS  share  tears  at  church  retreat 


"Here  on  the  retreat,  I  forgot  myself  for  a 
while.  Back  in  the  city  it's  like  I  can  constantly 
hear  a  clock  ticking." 

— Dwight 


By  MELISSA  LAUBER 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Mother  Teresa  has  said  that 
any  person  living  with  AIDS  is 
“Christ,  in  a  painful,  shockingly 
sad  disguise.” 

Recently  at  a  church  camp  in 


Western  Maryland,  51  people 
from  Baltimore  met  for  five  days 
to  shed  their  disguises,  share 
their  tears,  and  discover  healing 
as  part  of  the  Quality  of  Life  Re¬ 
treat  sponsored  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Agnes,  a  mother  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  came  to  the  retreat  with  a 
need  to  cry — to  “get  away  from 
it  all  and  take  a  moment  to 
mourn  for  me.”  That  mourning 
was  something  she  had  not  done 
for  five  years  because  she  had 
been  immersed  in  “keep(ing)  life 
and  my  kids  going.  I  feel  like  I 
should  be  creating  memories  for 
them  to  remember  me  with.” 

Melissa  also  came  to  cry — for 
the  baby  she  aborted  because  she 
was  afraid  that,  with  her  disease, 
both  would  die  during  childbirth. 

“I  saw  me  in  a  coffin,  the  kids 
sitting  on  the  side  . . .  asking 
‘Where’s  Mommy?’  I  cried  to 
God  and  got  the  abortion.  Some¬ 
times  I  still  cry,”  Melissa  said. 

Dwight  also  has  a  child.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  a  friend,  with  whom  he 
had  shared  a  drug-filled  life,  to 
the  retreat.  Both  are  now  HIV¬ 
positive. 

"AIDS  is  like  any  other  termi¬ 
nal  disease,”  Dwight  said,  “ac¬ 
companied  with  fears  and 
spiritual  awakenings  . . .  (and)  an 
incredible  sense  of  loneliness. 
Here  on  the  retreat,  I  forgot  my¬ 
self  for  a  while.  Back  in  the  city 
it’s  like  I  can  constantly  hear  a 
clock  ticking.” 

Others  traveled  to  the  moun¬ 
tains  near  Harper’s  Ferry  to  have 
time  to  think,  or  to  share  the 
bonds  of  a  “gradual,  degrading 
and  painful"  disease  that  makes 
them  “just  fade  away.” 

These  retreats,  begun  in  1988, 
are  planned  and  conducted  by 
Baltimore-Washington  Annual 
Conference  pastors.  The  purpose 
is  “to  offer  God  to  people  by 
reaching  out  to  them  at  their 


point  of  need,”  said  the  Rev. 
Terri  Rae  Chattin,  pastor  of  Lin¬ 
den  Linthicum  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Clarksville,  Md., 
and  a  founder  of  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  Conference 
Quality  of  Life  program. 

Support  group  meetings,  wor¬ 
ship  services,  interpretive  dance 
and  craft  classes,  and  times  of 
fellowship  involve  little  preach¬ 
ing  and  no  judgment. 

'Trying  to  be  church' 

“The  retreats  are  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  society  who  are  literal¬ 
ly  standing  on  the  edge  of  that 
cliff,”  said  the  Rev.  Bill  Nelson 
of  the  Bowie  (Md.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  “We’re  simply  the 
church  trying  our  best  to  really 
be  the  church.” 

For  the  participants,  many  of 
whom  are  wary  of  organized  reli¬ 
gion,  the  offer  of  this  experience 
was  a  surprise. 

“People  don’t  want  to  talk 
about  AIDS,  especially  people  in 
the  church,”  said  Lester.  “But 
they  need  to  know  that  we  are 
people,  and  we  need  love  and  un¬ 
derstanding.” 

“Most  people  treat  us  like 
we’re  the  disease,”  said  Greg. 

“But  if  church  people  learn 
one  thing,  they  need  to  know  you 
can’t  get  AIDS  from  caring,”  Ag¬ 
nes  said. 

Those  who  work  with  the  re¬ 
treats  have  noticed  that  partici¬ 


pants  “mirror  the  changing  face 
of  this  disease.” 

“When  we  started  in  1988,  we 
had  12  gay  men  at  West  River 
(near  Annapolis,  Md.),”  Mr.  Nel¬ 
son  said.  “Today,  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  join  us  are  black  and  from 
the  inner  city.  About  one-third  of 
our  participants  are  women.” 

Sensitivity  needed 

Working  with  retreat  partici¬ 
pants  requires  a  sensitivity  to  the 
lives  they  lead.  Some  who  come 
to  the  retreats  are  homeless.  A 
large  number  tell  of  “going  on 
suicide  missions"  of  unprotected 
sex  and  IV-drug  use  after  being 
diagnosed  with  AIDS. 

And  everyone  at  the  retreat 
mentioned  feeling  surrounded  by 
dying  friends- — feeling  “like  Swiss 
cheese  . . .  (with)  little  bitty  holes 
bitten  in  you,”  said  Mr.  Nelson. 

Enabling  people  to  let  go  of 
their  sorrow  to  concentrate  on 
the  quality  of  the  life  they  have 
left  is  one  of  the  strongest  minis¬ 
tries  offered  by  the  retreats. 

During  a  healing  service,  those 
who  stepped  forward  were 
wrapped  in  blankets  that  they 
threw  off  as  they  symbolically  “re¬ 
leased  a  cloak  of  pain.”  Tears 
flowed  freely  as  people  who  were 
strangers  the  night  before  stepped 
forward  to  embrace  each  other. 

Ms.  Lauber  is  staff  writer  for  the 
"Connection,"  the  Baltimore-Wash¬ 
ington  conference  newspaper. 


PHOTO  BY  MELISSA  LAUBER 


A  participant  at  a  recent  retreat  for  people  with  AIDS  receives 
assurance  of  God's  grace.  The  retreat  was  sponsored  by  Balti¬ 
more-Washington  conference  pastors. 


Native  American  UMs  urged 
to  practice  healthier  lifestyles 


By  MARY  D.  WATSON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.— 
“Lifestyle-related”  factors  con¬ 
tribute  to  more  Native  American 
deaths  than  any  other  single 
cause,  a  specialist  in  Native 
American  health  care  told  United 
Methodists  here  in  early  August. 

The  No.  1  killer  of  Native 
Americans  in  the  1990s  is  auto¬ 
mobile  accidents,  90  percent  of 
which  involve  alcohol,  according 
to  Craig  Wn.ins  of  the  Wind 
River  Reservation  in  Wyoming, 
and  staff  member  of  Indian 
Health  Services  there. 

Unlike  their  19th-century  an¬ 
cestors,  who  died  mostly  from  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  such  as 
tuberculosis,  smallpox  and  influ¬ 
enza,  75  percent  of  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  today  die  from 
“lifestyle-related”  diseases  and 
accidents,  he  said. 

Mr.  Wilkins  was  one  of  more 
than  a  dozen  experts  in  health, 
spiritual  life,  family  and  social 
concerns  to  address  participants  in 
the  seventh  annual  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Camp,  sponsored  by 
United  Methodism’s  Native 
American  International  Caucus 
(NAIC).  More  than  330  people, 


"Seventy-five  percent 
of  Native  Americans 
today  die  from 
'lifestyle-related' 
diseases  and 
accidents." 

— Craig  Wilkens 


from  toddlers  to  older  adults,  and 
representing  100  tribes,  attended. 

With  the  camp  theme  of  the 
extended  family  as  a  means  to 
addressing  critical  social  issues, 
Mr.  Wilkins'  remarks  hit  hard  as 
he  called  on  Native  American 
families  to  become  conduits  for 
healthier  lifestyles. 

“Although  we  can’t  control  he¬ 
redity,  our  sex  or  the  environ¬ 
ment,  there  are  things  we  can 
control.  Managing  diet  and  stress 
are  two  of  them,”  he  said,  pointing 
out,  for  instance,  that  the  rate  of 
diabetes  among  Native  Americans 
is  three  times  the  national  average. 

He  advocated  simple  changes  in 
family  living  that  may  add  years 
to  one’s  life.  Such  changes,  includ¬ 
ing  adequate  rest,  eating  breakfast 
and  skipping  snacks,  avoiding  al¬ 


cohol  and  tobacco  use,  and  exer¬ 
cising  regularly,  can  lower  the  risks 
of  strokes,  heart  attacks,  elevated 
cholesterol  and  cancer,  he  said. 

“Individuals  must  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  (his  or  her)  own 
health,”  Wilkins  said,  (and)  “each 
must  choose  a  wise  lifestyle.” 

The  family  camp  concept  was 
developed  to  provide  training 
and  a  forum  for  discussion  using 
a  model  that  is  traditional  to  Na¬ 
tive  Americans,  namely  multi- 
generational  experiences. 

NAIC  chairwoman  Becky 
Thompson  of  Oklahoma  City 
said  the  camp  was  designed  to 
“strengthen  and  support  Native 
American  families”  and  to  use 
“Native  American  leaders  and 
the  resources  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church”  to  educate 
Native  Americans  of  all  ages. 

Funding  for  the  family  camp 
came  from  NAIC,  the  National 
United  Methodist  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Center  at  Claremont,  Calif., 
and  the  denomination’s  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Mary  D.  Watson  is  a  free-lance 
writer  and  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  living  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 


'They  were  very  anxious 
to  put  a  face  on  AIDS' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  Helen  Worth— a  58- 
year-old  United  Methodist  who 
is  HIV-positive — arrived  at  a 
meeting  on  HIV/AIDS  in  Bra¬ 
zil,  many  of  the  Latin  American 
participants  remained  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  from  her. 

Their  attitude  changed  as  she 
told  how  the  disease  had  affect¬ 
ed  her  life,  she  said. 

“What  impressed  me  most 
was  that  they  were  really  very 
anxious  to  put  a  face  on  AIDS,” 
said  Ms.  Worth,  of  Portville, 
N.Y.  “1  knew  that  they  were  lis¬ 
tening  very  responsively  to  me.” 

Nearly  80  people  attended  a 
June  20-24  HIV/AIDS  confer¬ 
ence  in  Sao  Paulo  and  40  were  at 
a  June  26-27  meeting  in  Recife. 

Both  meetings  were  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Council  of  Evangelical  Method¬ 
ist  Churches  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean  (CIEMAL). 

Brazil  probably  has  done  the 
most  to  combat  the  disease,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Nora  Boots  of  the 
board’s  World  Division. 

“The  objective  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion  was  to  do  networking,”  she 
said. 

Participants  representing  17 


different  countnes  were  hungry 
for  information,  board  represen¬ 
tatives  said,  but  also  had  some 
misconceptions  about  AIDS. 

One  basic  misconception  to  be 
addressed  was  the  notion  that 
AIDS  is  a  punishment  inflicted 
by  God,  according  to  Cathie  Ly¬ 
ons,  chief  executive  of  the 
board’s  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries  Department. 

That  attitude  was  particularly 
evident  at  the  Recife  meeting, 
where  regional  clergy  and  laypeo- 
ple — about  60  percent  women — 
traveled  as  long  as  18  hours  by 
bus  to  attend. 

“All  of  them  had  come  with  a 
lot  of  misconceptions  and  fears 
regarding  the  subject,”  explained 
Mabelle  Arole,  a  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  consultant. 

Ranulfo  Cardoso  Jr.,  a  Brazil¬ 
ian  physician  who  spoke  at  the 
consultations,  noted  that  AIDS 
in  the  ‘90s  “is  made  worse  due  to 
the  social  anesthesia  . . .  social  in¬ 
difference  in  the  face  of  this  pres¬ 
ent  disaster.” 

He  called  for  creativity  to  ad¬ 
dress  an  epidemic  that  cannot  be 
“controlled,  dominated  and  an¬ 
ticipated.  No  formulas  exist. 
What  is  necessary  is  commit¬ 
ment  and  the  courage  to  break 
down  the  walls  of  inertia.” 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information 
we  insert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance.  i 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATITLAN.  Guate¬ 

mala,  hand  woven  by  the  Christian  Mayas.  All 
liturgical  colors  plus  the  world  renown  multi¬ 
color  with  the  Jerusalem  cross  or  the  United 
Methodist  cross  and  flame.  S35.00.  send  no 
money,  shipped  on  approval.  Double  Mission 
Outreach.  United  Methodist  Church.  Route  2, 
Murphysboro.  IL  62966  or  call  (618)  684-3890. 

RETIRED  MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  de¬ 

sired  for  dynamic.  1 100-member  church  in 
Jacksonville.  FL.  Part-time  position,  approxi¬ 
mately  20  hours  per  week.  Responsibilities 
would  be  in  the  areas  of  hospital  visitation,  new 
member  visitation,  congregational  care,  and  oc¬ 
casional  preaching.  Salary  negotiable.  Housing 
may  be  provided.  Contact:  Rev.  Robert  Bruce, 
Jr..  Ortega  United  Methodist  Church.  4807 
Roosevelt  Blvd..  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65  week. 
S525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627- 
9507. 

FOR  JUST  S25  SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 

Play  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort 
for  groups  of  12-160.  in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark. 
Air-conditioned  lodging,  swimming.  S9  tickets, 
cheeseburger  cookout.  dessert  and  breakfast  all 
included!  Call  (501 )  253-841 8  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  OUTREACH  for  Western 

Pennsylvania  Conference.  United  Methodist 
Church.  Missions,  ethnic  concerns,  racism,  out¬ 
reach  ministries,  for  950-church  conference. 
Beginning  January  1  -July  1.  1993.  Applications 
due  September  15.  Contact:  United  Methodist 
Center.  1204  Freedom  Road.  Mars.  PA  16046. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hvm- 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  S38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573.  ! 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Full¬ 

time.  1850-membership  church  with  over  100 
youth  on  roll.  Tremendous  growth  possibilities. 

Icy  Street.  Birmingham.  AL  35226,  (205)  822- 
0910.  Compensation  based  on  education  and 
experience.  Lay.  clergy,  and  diaconal  inquiries 
welcome. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES  for 

1100-church  in  Jacksonville.  Florida  to  plan, 
develop,  and  coordinate  church  programs  and 
educational  ministries  in  a  young,  ^dvnamic. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  800- 

member  growing  church.  Adult,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  choirs,  and  handbells/handchimes. 
Full-time  salaried  position.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  SPRC,  Asbury  UMC,  10000  Can¬ 
delaria  Rd.  NE,  Albuquerque.  NM  87112. 

gotiable  based  on  experience.  Housing  provid¬ 
ed.  Insurance  and  pension  benefits  also.  Degree 
and  experience  in  Christian  education  or  equiv¬ 
alent  is  desired.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor. 
Ortega  United  Methodist  Church.  4807  Roose¬ 
velt  Blvd..  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

SINGLES  DIRECTOR.  2500  +  MEMBER 

church,  full-time.  M.A.  degree/experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Organization,  people,  team  skills  a 
must.  Trinity  UMC  9625  N.  Military  Trail. 
Palm  Beach  Gardens.  FL  33410,  attn:  Doug 
McKinney,  (407)  622-5278. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  for 

1000  +  member  congregation  in  Rice  Universi¬ 
ty  area,  Music  degree  (masters  preferred)  and 
choral  experience  required.  Qualities:  diversity 
of  musical  styles,  high  motivation,  interperson- 

RUSSIA  ST  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 

Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study 
programs.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and 
Seattle  Si. 695  to  S  1.995  all-inclusive!  Call 
(908)  219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Founda¬ 
tion.  Box  72 1 3.  Shrewsbury.  NJ  07702. 

Prcfcr  basic  computer  skills.  Responsible  for 
comprehensive  music  ministry.  Send  cover  let¬ 
ter  addressing  professional  goals  and  resume  by 
October  15th  to:  Office  of  Senior  Pastor.  West 
University  UMC,  3611  University  Boulevard. 
Houston.  TX  77005. 

UM  missionaries  called  to  'new  beginning' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Calls  from  around 
the  world  for  a  “new  beginning”  in 
light  of  the  upcoming  Columbus  quin- 
centennial  marked  a  meeting  Aug.  5- 
10  of  United  Methodist  missionaries 
on  home  assignment,  retiring  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  mission  interns. 

But,  according  to  Doug  Crowder 
of  Zaire,  one  of  about  200  people 
attending  the  conference  here,  any 
efforts  toward  change  in  present 
conditions  and  attitudes  must  be 
centered  in  the  church. 

“We  must  work  to  empower  the 
powerless,”  Mr.  Crowder  told  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service.  “And 
that  must  begin  in  the  church.” 

Mr.  Crowder  was  one  of  43  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries  evacuat¬ 
ed  with  their  families  from  Zaire  in 
October  in  the  wake  of  uprisings 
triggered  by  economic  and  political 
woes.  He  and  his  wife,  Elaine,  who 
have  served  in  Zaire  since  1958, 
were  set  to  return  Aug.  19. 

Mr.  Crowder  said  Lodja,  where 
he  teaches  in  a  Bible  school,  did  not 
have  acute  food  shortages  or  the  re¬ 
sulting  violence  experienced  in  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  country,  but  he  also 
sees  little  opportunity  for  political 


and  social  change  in  the  near  future. 
Lodja  is  about  500  miles  from  Lu- 
bumbashi,  where  many  buildings 
were  destroyed  in  the  fall  of  1991. 

He  expressed  particular  concern 
for  grass-roots  church  members  in 
Zaire.  “They  need  more  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  church,  and  more  es¬ 
pecially  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries”  to  allow  them  a  voice  in 
their  religious  life,  he  emphasized. 

The  Rev.  Marv  Abrams,  a  Native 
American  pastor  in  Norwalk,  Calif., 
addressed  the  group  and  counseled 
repentance,  reconciliation  and  repa¬ 
ration  for  past  injustices  against 
Native  Americans. 

Native  American  United  Meth¬ 
odists  have  repeatedly  asked  the 
predominantly  white,  8.9  million- 
member  denomination  to  consider 
alternative  perspectives  to  the  quin- 
centennial  “celebration,"  claiming 
Columbus’  1492  “discovery” 
launched  mass  murder  and  exploi¬ 
tation  of  indigenous  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  by  European  immigrants. 

Mr.  Abrams  pointed  out  that, 
while  history  has  recorded  Colum¬ 
bus  kissing  the  earth  and  praising 
God  upon  landing,  “he  sent  slaves 


back  to  Spain.” 

“We  can’t  change  history,” 
Abrams  said,  but,  “we  can  learn 
from  it  . . .  (and)  celebrate  the  vi¬ 
sion  for  the  future.” 

The  missionary  conference,  spon¬ 


sored  by  the  World  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
organized  under  the  theme  “Founda¬ 
tions  for  New  Beginnings,”  modeled 
after  a  call  for  new  beginnings  by  the 
1 992  General  Conference. 


Nurturing 

Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant,  ; 

in  home,  spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your 
entire  congregation  beyond  the  worship 
experience. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 

Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Commentary -  - 

Suppose  an  editor  eyed  Psalm  23 


Fortunately,  neither  Lincoln  nor  David  used  ghost 
writers,  and  even  better,  they  did  not  employ  an 
editorial  committee  to  review  their  texts.  If  David 
had  requested  writing  help,  the  editors'  notes  might 
have  looked  like  this  . . . 


By  A.  JAMES  RUDIN 
Religious  News  Service 

Garry  Wills  reminds  us  in  his 
new  book,  “Lincoln  at  Gettysburg,” 
that  the  Gettysburg  Address  has 
only  272  words.  Yet  those  few 
words  permanently  changed  Ameri¬ 
ca,  if  not  the  world.  The  speech  is  a 
clear  case  when  less  was  not  only 
better,  but  immortal. 

Mr.  Wills  set  me  to  counting  the 
words  of  another  literary  marvel, 
Psalm  23.  That  religious  gem,  at¬ 
tributed  to  David,  contains  only  57 
Hebrew  words.  But  its  meaning  can 
never  be  exhausted. 

Fortunately,  neither  Lincoln  nor 
David  used  ghost  writers,  and  even 
better,  they  did  not  employ  an  edi¬ 
torial  committee  to  review  their 
texts.  If  David  had  requested  writ¬ 
ing  help,  the  editors’  notes  might 
have  looked  like  this: 

A  Psalm  of  David  . . .  Can’t  use 
psalm.  It’s  a  culturally  elite  word, 
too  highbrow.  How  about  chant, 
verse,  poem  and  maybe,  in  a 
stretch,  ode?  If  we  polled  the  Israel¬ 
ites,  90  percent  wouldn’t  know  what 
a  psalm  is.  The  word  has  got  to  go! 

The  Lord  is  my  shepherd  .  .  . 
Drop  the  shepherd  analogy.  It  alien¬ 
ates  the  urban  reader,  and  we  want 


to  reach  as  big  an  audience  as  possi¬ 
ble. 

Also  change  Lord  to  something 
else.  It’s  not  gender  neutral.  We  pre¬ 
fer:  “The  Celestial  Spirit  provides 
the  self-help  I  need  to  successfully 
make  my  way  in  a  stressful  society.” 

I  shall  not  want . . .  Recast;  Amer¬ 
icans  can’t  relate.  How  a'bout:  “Be¬ 
cause  of  my  unequivocal  faith, 
prosperity — a  plethora  and  profu¬ 
sion  of  goods — will  be  mine.”  It's 
grabby,  and  it  sings'. 

He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in 
green  pastures  . . .  Again  the  pasto¬ 
ral  thing!  D.  must  transcend  his  ru¬ 
ral  background  if  he  wants  to  play 
on  a  larger  stage.  Is  he  some  kind  of 
nature  freak  who  stretches  out  and 
“takes  five”  in  a  grassy  field? 

He  leadeth  me  beside  still  wa¬ 
ters  . . .  Too  much  with  this  nature 
theme.  Half  the  readers  (if  they 
even  get  this  far)  are  headed  for  a 
nap  after  “green  pastures”  and  “still 


water.”  Our  own  eyes  are  already 
glazing  over. 

He  restoreth  my  soul . . .  Borrr- 
ring!  We  much  prefer  “The  First 
Cause  of  the  Universe  fully  renews 
the  burned-out  parts  of  my  inner 
self.” 

He  guideth  me  in  straight  paths 
for  His  name’s  sake.  A  weak  state¬ 
ment.  Why  not  try  something  like: 
“The  pathways  of  ethical  living  are 
broad  enough  for  even  me  to  follow 
the  moral  urge,”  etc. 

Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me  . . . 
This  language  takes  the  reader 
straight  south,  a  real  downer!  Let's 
get  D.  some  psychotherapy.  Did  he 
have  a  traumatic  experience  as  a 
boy?  Did  something  (Goliath?)  per¬ 
manently  frighten  him?  How  can 
we  sell  “valley,”  “shadows"  and 
“death”  to  the  public? 

Thy  rod  and  thy  staff,  they  corn- 


tort  me  . . .  No  way.  1  ms  wiii  upset 
the  Israelite  weapons  control  lobby. 

Thou  prepares!  a  table  before  me 
in  the  presence  of  mine  enemies  . . . 
What  is  D.  trying  to  say?  That  God 
is  some  kind  of  gourmet  chef?  Take 
it  out. 

Thou  hast  anointed  my  head  with 
oil;  my  cup  runneth  over  . . .  Too 

messy!  People  want  neatness,  not 
some  guy  sitting  at  a  banquet  drip¬ 
ping  oil  on  the  food.  Even  though 
it’s  a  little  slangy,  let’s  try  this  in¬ 
stead.  It  will  make  D.  very  "now,” 
"with  it,"  good  for  the  youth  mar¬ 
ket:  “I’ve  got  my  whole  act  together; 
I’m  at  the  top  of  my  game.” 

Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall 
follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life  . . . 
The  last  four  words  are  a  cliche, 
they  sound  like  a  soap  opera  title. 
Try  for  a  substitute. 

And  I  shall  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  forever  . . .  We  need  a  more 
convincing  closing,  something  to 
make  the  reader  come  back  for 
more.  Why  not  sponsor  a  contest? 
The  Israelite  who  writes  the  win¬ 
ning  clincher  gets  a  free  week’s  stay 
at  the  beach  at  Jaffa. 

Rabbi  Rudin  is  national  interreli¬ 
gious  affairs  director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  lewish  Committee. 


Review 


Nuns  challenge  church  in  PBS  special 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

“Faith  Even  to  the  Fire”  is  an  in¬ 
stallment  in  this  season’s  “P.  O.  V.” 
which  should  be  of  interest  to  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith.  “P.  O.  V.”  stands  for 
“Point  of  View,”  PBS’s  showcase 
for  provocative  independently 
made  nonfiction  films. 

“Faith  Even  to  the  Fire”  presents 
three  Roman  Catholic  nuns  who 
have  a  strong, point  of  .view.  on  the. 
controversies  within  their  church. 

Rather  than  trying  to  achieve  a 
sort  of  bland  balance  of  opposing 
opinions,  this  documentary  profiles 
three  American  sisters  who  accuse 


the  hierarchy  of  their  church  with 
sexism  and  racism. 

A  sociology  professor,  a  moral 
theologian,  and  Biblical  theologian, 
and  several  other  nuns,  put  their  cri¬ 
tique  in  a  wider  context,  and  Auxilia¬ 
ry  Bishop  Sylvester  Ryan  of  Los 
Angeles  articulately  makes  the  case 
for  traditional  Catholic  teaching. 

Intense  challenge 

Never,  though,  does  “Faith  Even 
to  the  Fire”  blunt  the  depth  of  the 
challenge  these  three  nuns  are  level¬ 
ing  against  their  hierarchy. 

Sister  Judy  Vaughn  proudly 
claims  the  label  “radical  feminist 


nun”  yet  adds  “I’m  a  sister  in  a  reli¬ 
gious  congregation  .  .  .  and  I  love 
it.” 

Sister  Marie  de  Pores  Taylor  has 
struggled  with  what  she  considers 
racist  paternalism  toward  blacks 
and  knew  it  was  time  to  leave  her 
position  in  the  chancery  “before  I 
blew  up  the  chancery.” 

Sister  Rosa  Martha  Zarate  sued 
her  church  after  being  fired. 

The  tension  within  religious  com¬ 
munities  these  days,  explains  soci¬ 
ologist  Sister  Marie  Augusta  Neal  is 
largely  around  what  it  meant  in 
their  vow  of  obedience. 

She  tells  how  Eichmann’s  defense 


of  his  actions  during  the  Holocaust, 
that  he  only  did  what  he  was  told  to 
do,  has  undermined  the  notion  that 
one  is  necessarily  doing  God’s  will 
when  obeying  a  single  person. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  hierar¬ 
chy  would  just  as  soon  not  have 
these  aired  in  public,  but  “Faith 
Even  to  the  Fire”  may  give  many 
viewers  a  new  appreciation  of  how 
,  diverse  Catholicism  really  is. 

We  see  Sister  Marie  worshiping 
with  a  black  gospel  choir,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  an  exuberant  evangelical  tradi¬ 
tion  within  her  church  which  is 
seldom  seen  by  whites. 


American  nuns  make  strong  statements  against  racism  and  sexism  within  the  Catholic  Church  both  on 
the  street  and  in  “Faith  Even  to  the  Fire"  airing  soon  on  PBS  stations. 


Not  of  one  mind 

We  see  the  debate  which  is  occur¬ 
ring  within  the  Church  on  abortion 
and  women's  ordination,  dispelling 
any  myth  that  Roman  Catholics  are 
monolithic  on  these  issues. 

Sister  Judy,  for  example,  signed 
an  advertisement  upholding  dissent 
within  the  church  on  abortion.  The 
archdiocese  cut  funding  for  the 
homeless  shelter  where  she 
worked — but  support  poured  in  for 
the  shelter. 

“Faith  Even  to  the  Fire”  offers  all 
of  us,  both  Roman  Catholics  and 
others,  a  peek  at  a  church  struggling 
to  be  honest  about  its  turmoil,  one 
which  is  filled  with  opportunities 
for  growth  and  learning. 

“Faith  Even  to  the  Fire”  airs  at 
10  p.m.  EST  on  Monday,  August 
24,  on  most  public  television  sta¬ 
tions,  but  check  the  listings  for  the 
date  and  time  in  local  areas. 

Mr.  Goodhue  is  pastor  of  Bay 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island,  N.Y.,  and  frequently 
reviews  films  and  television  for  the 
Reporter. 


History  of  Hymns- 

Spiritual's  origin  vague 


Lord,  I  want  to  be  a  Christian 
In  my  heart,  in  my  heart; 

Lord.  I  want  to  be  a  Christian 
In  my  heart. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  beauty  and  simplicity  of 
the  spiritual,  as  well  as  its  strong 
religious  feeling,  have  greatly  en¬ 
riched  Christian  song  around  the 
world  for  more  than  1 50  years. 

Tracing  the  emergence  of  Afri¬ 
can-American  folk  songs  in 
America  is  difficult  because  no 
effort  to  collect  these  songs  was 
made  before  about  1840.  No 
writings  before  this  date  have 
been  preserved. 

Of  the  African-American  folk 
songs  collected,  written  down 
and  published,  most  were 
spirituals.  Spirituals  were  songs 
of  religious  feelings  that  grew  out 
of  the  Christian  faith  taught  to, 
and  espoused  by,  the  slaves. 

Numerous  attempts  to  write 
down  and  publish  spirituals  in 


collections  occurred  in  the  last 
half  of  the  1 9th  century. 

Fragments  of  song  existed  only 
in  the  oral  tradition  until  some¬ 
one  wrote  down  the  words  and 
music. 

The  Jubilee  Singers  of  Fisk 
University  toured  many  states,  as 
well  as  England  and  Europe,  be¬ 
ginning  in  1871,  and  introduced 
spirituals  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 

They  returned  to  Nashville  in 
1878  with  funds  from  their  con¬ 
certs  exceeding  $150,000.  This 
money  was  used  to  build  Jubilee 
Hall,  which  still  stands  on  the 
Fisk  campus. 

The  version  of  the  spirituals 
now  so  widely  known  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  “Folk  Songs  of  the 
American  Negro”  (Nashville, 
1907),  compiled  by  Frederick  J. 
Work  and  John  W.  Work,  Jr.  The 
Work  brothers  were  on  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  Fisk  University  at  the  time. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Sing  the  Wondrous  Love  of  / esus " 


Dear  Deborah  _ 

New  memories  disturb 


This  year  I  am  51  years  old.  Re¬ 
cently,  after  all  these  years,  I  sud¬ 
denly  began  remembering  abuse 
that  was  done  to  me  as  a  small 
child.  I  am  a  Christian  and  so  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  forgive  the 
person  who  had  done  this  to  me. 

That  person  is  dead  now.  But 
somehow  I  find  myself  going  over 
and  over  the  details  and  remember¬ 
ing  more  of  the  experience  and  my 
helpless  guilty  feelings. 

I  thought  that  if  I  forgave  the  per¬ 
son  I  would  be  free  from  all  this. 

I  cannot  talk  with  my  husband 
about  this.  My  pastor  did  not  want 
to  hear  anything  about  the  abuse. 
He  just  read  me  some  Bible  verses 
and  said  1  should  just  keep  trying  to 
forgive. 

Do  I  have  to  do  something  more 
than  forgive?  Nameless 

Dear  Sister  in  Christ: 

Abused  children  often  try  to  forget, 
or  dissociate,  from  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  to  them.  Often  it  is  the  only  way 
for  a  powerless  child  to  survive.  So  it 
is  not  surprising  that  someone  like 


you  who  was  abused  long  ago  “for¬ 
got  “  the  incidences  only  to  remem¬ 
ber  them  years  later. 

Like  you.  most  children  feel 
guilty,  as  though  somehow  they  are 
to  blame.  Children  think  adults  can 
do  no  wrong  so  it  must  be  their  fault. 

But  you  are  now  an  adult.  You  can 
think  as  an  adult  and  begin  to  affirm 
to  yourself  that  you  were  not  to  blame. 
What  was  done  to  you  was  wrong. 
The  adult  was  guilty,  not  you. 

I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  find  a 
therapist  and/or  survivors  group  for 
support.  You  are  going  through  an 
experience  many  others  are  also  cop¬ 
ing  with. 

Forgiveness  is  a  part — but  not 
all — of  the  healing  process.  It  is  a 
tough  task  but  God  gives  us  the  pow¬ 
er  to  do  it  when  we  really  mean  for 
the  other  to  be  forgiven. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Write  " Dear  Deborah,  PER¬ 
SONAL,"  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas, 
Texas  7S266-027S. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Fast-food  king  keeps  the  faith 

ATLANTA — When  the  readers  of  Business  Atlanta  were  asked 
to  choose  their  city's  most  respected  CEO,  they  bypassed  high 
profile  executives  and  chose  a  fast-food  chicken  magnate, 
Truett  Cathy.  A  plaque  at  the  corporate  headquarters  reads:  'To 
glorify  God  by  being  a  faithful  steward  of  all  that  is  entrusted 
to  us;  and  to  have  a  positive  influence  on  all  who  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with  Chick-fil-A."  Mr.  Cathy's  easy  southern  manner  be¬ 
lies  a  vigorous  faith  rooted  in  the  belief  that  succeeding  in  the 
chicken  business  is  God's  mission  for  his  life. 


Moment  of  Inspiration 


Quilting  continues 
stitching  lives  together 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

It  was  common  150  years  ago  for 
women  to  join  together  to  handcraft 
exquisite  quilts  as  a  way  of  express¬ 
ing  friendship  or  commemorating  a 
special  event. 

This  art  flowered  in  Baltimore  in 
1834-1852  under  the  guidance  of 
Acsah  Wilkins  and  Mary  Evans, 
two  skilled  needlework  masters  who 
led  a  group  called  the  “good  ladies 
of  Baltimore.” 

The  “good  ladies”  was  a  title  be¬ 
stowed  on  a  rather  large  coterie  of 
women,  many  of  them  Methodists, 
who  met  regularly  to  sew.  They  pro¬ 
duced  some  astonishingly  beautiful 
quilts. 

Each  signed 

Each  appliqued  block  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Baltimore  Album 
Quilts  was  made  by  an  individual 
quilter  and  was  signed  in  delicate 
calligraphy. 

A  quilt  was  generally  made  for  a 
special  occasion:  a  farewell  quilt  for 
an  honored  pastor,  a  quilt  for  a 
bride  on  her  wedding  day,  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  a  patriotic  anniversary. 


The  School  of  quilters  created 
hundreds  of  acknowledged  master¬ 
pieces.  The  purpose  behind  the  art, 
however,  was  not  to  decorate  muse¬ 
um  walls  but  to  honor  someone  the 
ladies  knew  and  loved. 

If  you  wait  long  enough,  history  has 
a  way  of  reweaving  itself  into  our  lives 
with  unexpected  variations. 

A  new  quilt 

Last  night  my  wife  got  a  call  from 
one  of  her  former  quilting  students, 
who  told  her  he  has  AIDS.  He  also 
told  her  that  AIDS  had  killed  Rog¬ 
er,  a  good  friend  of  both  of  them 
who  had  died  a  month  earlier. 

Roger’s  wide  circle  of  friends 
want  to  make  an  appliqued  quilt  to 
express  individually  and  jointly 
their  love  and  grief  for  him.  Would 
my  wife  guide  them  in  this  shared 
labor  of  commemoration,  she  was 
asked? 

I  reckon  the  good  ladies  of  Balti¬ 
more  would  approve. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  is  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  communications  for 
the  Christian  Community  Service 
Agency  in  Miami ,  Fla. 


Tour  operators  pushing 
Medjugorje  despite  war 


Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — Despite  the  war  in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina,  British  tour 
operators  are  again  advertising  pil¬ 
grimages  to  the  unofficial  Marian 
shrine  in  the  village  of  Medjugorje, 
less  than  50  miles  from  the  besieged 
capital  Sarajevo. 

For  a  decade  thousands  have 
flocked  to  the  Bosnian  village  where 
a  number  of  children  claim  to  have 
visitations  and  conversations  with 
the  Virgin  Mary.  Vatican  officials 
have  yet  to  pronounce  on  the  valid¬ 
ity  of  the  visions. 

Medjugorje  families  are  now  re¬ 
turning  home  and  ready  to  have  the 
pilgrims  back,  says  London-based 
UNI  Tours.  Until  the  hostilities  be¬ 
gan,  several  British  tour  companies 
ran  lucrative  pilgrimages  to  what 
was  Yugoslavia. 

One  tour  organization  executive 
announced  recently,  “Now  as  all  the 
problems  of  that  region  have  sub¬ 
sided,  the  pilgrimages  have  recom¬ 
menced.”  She  said  her  tour 
company  was  satisfied  after  check¬ 
ing  the  route. 

But  Clive  Goble,  one  of  the  orga¬ 
nizers  of  last  year’s  March  for  Peace 
to  Medjugorje,  a  worldwide  pil¬ 
grimage  to  pray  for  peace,  calls  the 
announcement  misleading. 


"People  have  to  be 
aware  that  it  is  still 
dangerous  to  go." 

— Bernard  Ellis 


People  are  still  free  to  travel  to 
Bosnia,  at  their  own  risk,  and  with¬ 
out  insurance,  Mr.  Goble  said,  as 
long  as  they  are  fully  informed  of 
the  warnings  issued  by  the  British 
Foreign  office. 

Bernard  Ellis,  an  official  of  Med¬ 
jugorje  Network,  which  promotes 
travel  to  Medjugorje,  said  the  Fran¬ 
ciscan  priests  and  the  visionaries 
want  pilgrims  to  return,  but  added, 
"People  have  to  be  aware  that  it  is 
still  dangerous  to  go.” 

Jim  Kennedy,  secretary  of  the  La¬ 
bour  Party  Life  Group,  is  unhappy 
about  the  resumption  of  pilgrimages. 

He  said  the  pilgrims  would  be 
acting  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  love 
if  they  stayed  home  and  helped  the 
people  of  Medjugorje  to  open  their 
doors  to  refugees  of  the  war  in  the 
former  Yugoslav  republic. 

"The  intending  pilgrims  should 
send  part  or  all  of  their  fare  to  help 
the  families  look  after  those  refu¬ 
gees,”  he  said. 
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A  WORD  FROM  THE  ASSISTANT 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
DANNA  G.  ANDRUS ,  MA 


In  the  Gospel  according  to 
John  there  is  a  wonderful  heart¬ 
felt  story  of  Jesus’  dinner  date 
with  his  disciples.  In  this  scene, 
as  Jesus  dined  with  his  disciples, 
he  sought  to  get  a  reaffirmation 
from  them  to  make  real  and  true 
the  words  that  they  spoke  to  him 
before  his  Gethsemene  experi¬ 
ence.  Each  disciple  declared 
their  allegiance  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  and  promised 
they  would  always  be  there  with 
and  for  Him  —  no  matter  what. 
As  the  story  unfolded  all  but 
John  the  Beloved  deserted  Him. 
Their  spirit  was  willing  but  their 
flesh  was  weak.  As  a  result  of  a 
failed  commitment  from  His 
closest  disciples,  Jesus  walked 
His  darkest  hours  alone. 

With  the  dawn  of  a  new  day 
Jesus  remembered  the  denying 
words  of  Peter  and  said  to  him 


—  "Peter,  lovest  thou  me?”  Pe¬ 
ter  replied  —  “Yes,  Lord,  I  do.” 
Once  again  asking  Peter,  “Peter, 
lovest  thou  me?”  Again  Peter  re¬ 
plied,  “Yes  Lord,  I  love  you.” 
Finally,  as  Jesus  resounded  to 
Peter  a  3rd  time,  “Peter,  lovest 
thou  me?”  the  cock  crowed. 

For  Peter  to  understand  the 
message  of  Jesus,  words  would 
have  to  be  replaced  with  some¬ 
thing  stronger  called  ACTION. 
Jesus  replied  to  Peter,  “If  you 
love  me,  feed  my  sheep.”  Don’t 
promise  my  sheep,  but  DO 
SOMETHING  —  Feed  my 
sheep. 

Here  at  the  Methodist  Home 
our  children  are  like  sheep  that 
have  been  led  in  the  wrong  di¬ 
rection.  As  professionals  acting 
as  agents  for  such  children  we 
become  shepherds.  It  is  our  goal 


for 

summertime 

fun! 


at  The  Methodist  Home  to  mim¬ 
ic  the  qualities  of  the  “Good 
Shepherd.”  As  shepherds  we 
want  to  help  our  children  so  they 
“shall  not  want.”  We  provide 
our  children  with  a  safe,  com¬ 
fortable  haven. 

With  such  a  tall  order  to  fill. 
The  Methodist  Home  is  a  minis¬ 
try  of  shepherds  and  sheep.  As 
shepherds,  we  need  your  support 
to  feed  our  sheep.  Clothing 
items,  volunteering  of  time, 
charitable  donations,  phone 
calls,  listening  ears,  advocacy  for 
the  Home  are  all  linked  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  balanced  diet  for  our 
sheep,  the  children.  We  the 
shepherds  are  proud  to  know  we 
took  the  action  to  fulfill  the 
command  of  Jesus  —  “to  feed 
my  sheep”  and  we  did  it  with 
your  help. 

Danna  G.  Andrus,  MA 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin,  Sr.,  has  assumed  a 
new  position  as  Director  of  Spe¬ 
cial  Ministries/Institutional  De¬ 
velopment,  working  jointly 
through  the  offices  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  and 
The  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation. 

Dr.  Calvin  will  relate  to  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Lafon  Methodist  Home 
and  Peoples  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nity  Center,  specifically  working 
to  secure  financial  resources 
such  as  endowments,  grants, 
wills  and  legacies.  Dr.  Calvin 
will  assist  this  agency  in  plan- 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  started  their  summer  re¬ 
creation  program  one  year  ago.  We’re  now  in  our  second  year. 

The  purpose  of  the  program  is  to  give  our  residents  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  experience  inside  and  outside  activities  that  they  probably 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  enjoy  ordinarily. 

The  program  is  set  up  into  five  categories:  swimming,  gymtime, 
gametime,  arts  and  crafts  and  field  trips. 

During  arts  and  crafts,  the  residents  have  shown  some  of  their 
many  talents.  They  have  decorated  T-shirts  and  sun  visors,  made 
Jewel  boxes  and  handy  boxes  out  of  popsicle  sticks  and  created  their 
own  style  of  name  tags.  Our  residents  are  very  creative  and  artistic. 

We  have  had  a  karate  demonstration  by  Blue  Line  Academy,  a  re¬ 
ligious  rap  group  called  W.A.R.  (Warriors  of  Righteousness)  and  get 
this,  an  excellent  storyteller,  “Adella,  Adella,  The  Storyteller”! 

Some  of  the  children’s  most  enjoyable  activities  include  skating, 
bowling,  going  to  the  park  and  playing  bingo. 


SCHOOD  BOOK  BAGS 

INK  BENS  —  BLACK  ,  BLUE  AND  RE 
3  &  5  SUBJECT  NOTEBOOKS 

3  HOLE  WIDE  —  RULED  NOTEBOOK. 

BABER 

COMBOS  I  T I  ON  NOTEBOOKS 
CONSTRUCTION  BABER 
SCI SSORS 
GLUE 

SBELLING  TABLET 
BENCI LS 
CRAY  OL  A S 
RULERS 
HOLDERS 
CALCULATOR 
BOSTER  BOARDS 
MARKERS 


ALSO 

UNDERWEAR 


BOR  BOYS 


(SIZE  10-12 
AND  UB ) 


TOOTH BASTE  AND  TOOTHBRUSHES 
WHITE  TUBE  SOCKS  BOR  BOYS 

SO  AB 

DEODORANT 

SHAMBOO 

COMBS  AND  BRUSHES 

MOUTHWASH 


There  have  been  many  field  trips.  We  have  visited  the  Nature 
Center,  Wax  Museum,  Swamp  Tour  (which  was  a  new  experience 
for  us  and  very  enjoyable),  a  visit  to  Jackson  Barracks  Correctional 
Center,  Parish  Prison  and  Angola  State  Penitentiary.  All  the  prison¬ 
ers  gave  the  same  advice  to  our  residents,  stay  in  school,  stay  away 
from  drugs,  gangs  and  off  the  comers  and  most  important  they  told 
them  to  listen  to  and  respect  your  parents,  your  teachers  and  espe¬ 
cially  your  elders.  Also  our  tour  of  the  Superdome  was  exciting. 

We’ve  had  several  volunteers  come  to  our  facility,  one  held  an  art 
festival  with  our  younger  residents  and  another  volunteer  had  a 
very  interesting  and  informative  lecture  on  AIDS. 

Still  on  our  schedule  are  trips  to  the  Aquarium,  the  Zoo,  a  ride  on 
the  Natchez  Riverboat,  the  New  Orleans  Museum  of  Art,  a  city  tour 
and  a  stroll  in  the  French  Quarter  to  eat  beignets  and  drink  hot 
chocolate. 

The  residents  are  very  excited  about  the  upcoming  events.  This 
month  includes  a  Hobo  Day  and  a  talent  show,  which  everyone  has 
been  practicing  for  already. 

I  enjoy  my  role  as  summer  recreation  program  co-ordinator.  It 
has  been  an  interesting  challenge  as  well  as  a  fruitful  experience.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  personal  fulfillment  that  I  gain  just  from  interacting 
and  sharing  with  the  children,  I  wholeheartedly  look  forward  to 
each  summer  at  The  Methodist  Home  and  the  summer  program. 

Brenda  Bowman 


Medical  News 


By  CYNTHIA  MINOR,  RN 

An  inservice  was  provided  to 
the  staff  about  OSHA’s  (Occupa¬ 
tional  Safety  &  Health  Adminis- 
tration)  guidelines  and 
standards  which  are  designed  to 
protect  employees  from  expo¬ 
sure  to  HIV,  Hepatitis  B  vims 
and  other  blood-borne  diseases. 
Biohazard,  Universal  Precau¬ 
tion  and  Bag  It  Right  campaign 
signs  have  been  placed  in  appro¬ 
priate  areas  as  a  reminder.  Pro¬ 
visions  have  also  been  made  for 
medical  waste  disposal. 


attention.  The  first  class  on  per¬ 
sonal  hygiene  and  grooming  was 
implemented  for  the  female  resi¬ 
dents.  The  class  was  a  huge  suc¬ 
cess.  The  residents  participated 
in  the  discussion  and  asked 
questions.  The  most  exciting 
part  of  the  class  was  grooming. 
The  residents  enjoyed  face 
make-up,  manicures,  pedicures, 
nail  polishing  and  hair  combing. 
Gift  packs  with  personal  hygiene 
materials  were  given  to  each  res¬ 
ident  at  the  end  of  the  class.  The 
class  will  be  held  regularly  twice 
a  month  for  boys  and  girls. 


Recently  a  need  for  a  personal 
hygiene  class  was  brought  to  my 


That’s  it  for  the  Medical 
News! 


DR.  GEORGE  W.  C.  CALVIN,  SR. 
—  to  work  in  a  new  position  as 
Director  of  Special  Ministries/ 
Institutional  Development 


ning  and  preparing  for  future 
growth  and  the  continuing  min¬ 
istry  to  children,  youth  and  fam¬ 
ilies. 

Dr.  Calvin  comes  to  this  new 
position  well  prepared,  trained 
and  educated.  Having  received 
his  Doctor  of  Divinity  Degree  in 
1986  from  Dillard  University, 
Dr.  Calvin’s  experience  includes 


church  and  community  affili¬ 
ations  such  as  former  Chairper¬ 
son,  Council  on  Ministries, 
Health  &  Welfare  Ministries  and 
Board  member  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Dr. 
Calvin  is  married  to  the  former 
Mae  E.  Grayes  of  Polk  City, 
Florida  and  they  have  three  (3) 
children,  two  (2)  daughters  and 
one  (1)  son. 


The  female  residents  of  The  Methodist  Home  Moderate  Interven¬ 
tion  Unit  are  becoming  very  skilled  in  knitting  blankets,  plant  hold¬ 
ers  and  slippers.  Knitting  is  very  relaxing  and  self-motivating  for 
the  girls  and  helps  improve  their  self-esteem  as  well  as  helping  them 
to  develop  new  talents. 

The  girls  are  extremely  proud  to  display  their  items  and  eager  to 
learn  new  things  to  knit.  The  staff  of  The  Methodist  Home  spends 
individual  quality  time  with  each  resident  teaching  knitting.  A  spe¬ 
cial  thanks  is  extended  to  Ms.  Catherine  Hookfin,  a  long-time  em¬ 
ployee,  that  originated  and  implemented  the  project  with  the 
residents.  Also,  the  agency  is  always  available  for  any  individuals  or 
groups  willing  to  work  with  the  girls  or  donate  yam. 

This  past  school  year,  five  residents  in  the  moderate  intervention 
unit  made  the  school  honor  roll  for  academic  achievement.  One  res¬ 
ident  maintained  an  A  Average  the  entire  school  year.  Two  resi¬ 
dents  scored  high  on  their  standardized  test  and  their  academic 
grades  were  good,  therefore  they  were  skipped  to  their  appropriate 
grade  level.  Also,  those  residents  received  awards  for  academic 
achievement  and  citizenship. 

The  agency  is  very  proud  of  these  residents  and  will  continue  to 
support  and  encourage  others  to  achieve  higher  standards.  The 
agency  will  continue  to  offer  evening  tutoring  and  counseling. 

Penny  Conner 
Unit  Manager  (MI) 


Clip  and  Mail  to: 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Post  Office  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175 


YES,  I  would  like  to  help  the 
children  at  The  Methodist 
Home. 


Enclosed  is  my  contribution  of  $  . 
In  honor/memory  of - 


Name  and  Address: 


jUNTTED 
I  METHODIST 

Church 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  CottrilL,  council  director-editor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Bird. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


®  Crace  -Witness 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
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The  Power 
Of 

Images 


Rev.  George  A.  Duerson 
Superintendent 
New  Orleans  District 


At  a  recent  retreat  for  clergy  in  the  New  Orleans  District,  the  leader 
guided  our  thinking  on  the  subject,  “Healing  Our  Image  of  God  and 
Ourselves.”  He  helped  us  understand  how  our  image  of  God  affects  how 
we  think  and  feel  about  ourselves.  For  example,  if  we  believe  God’s  love 
to  be  conditional,  we  will  always  wonder  if  we  are  meeting  the  condi¬ 
tions.  The  image  we  have  of  ourselves,  based  on  our  image  of  God,  has  a 
powerful  influence  on  our  behavior. 

We  also  have  images  of  other  people.  You  can  usually  discover  why  a 
person  relates  to  another  the  way  he/she  does  by  discovering  his/her 
mental  picture  of  that  person.  For  instance,  the  way  a  clergyperson  re¬ 
lates  to  the  laity  in  a  church  will  depend  on  his/her  mental  picture  of 
what  a  layperson  is.  If  the  clergy  view  the  laity  primarily  as  helpers  in 
keeping  the  institutional  machinery  functioning,  they  will  relate  accord¬ 
ingly.  They  will  try  to  get  them  to  do  things  for  the  church.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  clergy  see  the  laity  as  co-ministers  in  the  mission  of  the 
church,  then  the  relationship  will  be  quite  different.  The  clergy  will  then 
be  primarily  concerned  with  preparing  the  laity  for  their  ministry. 

The  same  thing  applies  to  the  laity’s  self-image.  The  laity’s  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  church  is  dependent  on  their  mental  picture  of  themselves 
and  on  their  image  of  the  church. 

What  picture  flashes  across  your  mind  when  you  hear  the  word 
“church?”  That  picture  is  far  more  potent  in  determining  your  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  church  than  you  might  realize.  It  is  far  more  potent  than  any 
rational  definition  of  the  church  you  might  have. 

The  dominant  image  of  the  church  for  many  clergy  and  laity  in  the 
past  has  been  that  of  a  building  or  organization.  This  image  has  its  vir¬ 
tues.  It  can  create  a  thriving  institution.  But  the  problem  is  this  image  is 
too  self-centered.  Operating  out  of  this  image,  we  tend  to  concentrate  too 
much  attention  on  our  own  institutional  welfare. 

Newer  images  of  the  church  are  turning  our  attention  more  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  world  in  which  we  live.  They  are  reminding  us  again  that 
the  church  exists  not  for  itself,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  world  which  God 
so  loved. 

As  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  church  exists  to  minister  —  not  to  be  min¬ 
istered  unto.  Every  baptized  Christian  is  called  into  a  ministry  of  ser- 
vanthood  on  behalf  of  our  needy  world. 

Perhaps  a  little  self-examination  about  our  image  of  God,  our  self-im¬ 
age,  and  our  image  of  the  church  could  cause  a  revolutionary  change  in 
our  life  and  the  life  of  our  congregation. 


Ingleside  Parents'  Night  Out  Planned 

Young  adults  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  where  the  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  have  planned  a  regular  event  called  Parents’  Night  Out. 
This  will  provide  opportunities  for  parents  to  have  nights  out  while  their 
children  are  cared  for  at  the  church.  On  some  Friday  evenings,  a  group  ac¬ 
tivity  for  all  young  adults  will  be  planned  and  on  others  parents  will  be  “on 
their  own”  for  the  evening’s  entertainment.  Regular  Sunday,  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
meetings  of  the  young  adult  group  will  resume  after  Labor  Day. 

- In  Memoriam - 


t  The  Rev.  Edward  L.  Thomas, 
who  was  serving  as  pastor  of  St. 
Paul  UMC,  Monroe,  died  Aug.  16. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Sandra, 
and  five  children.  Her  address  is  Rt. 
5,  Box  5 1 1-A,  Bastrop,  LA  7 1 220. 

f  The  Rev.  Daniel  McKinley 
Grove  Jr.,  retired  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  clergyman,  died  Aug.  18. 
He  survived  by  his  wife,  Lucile  E. 


Grove,  5636  S.  Lakeshore  Dr., 
#223,  Shreveport,  LA  7 1 1 1 9. 

t  Evelyn  Hall,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Donald  Hall,  retired  minister  and 
former  superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District,  died 
Aug.  19.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  Aug.  21  in  First  UMC,  DeRid- 
der. 


September  Conference  Calendar 

United  Methodist  Men’s  Sunday  (one  Sunday  in 
September) 

4-7  Volunteers  in  Mission  SUPERSERVE  ’92,  Mount  Sequoyah 

8-  1 0  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

9- 1 1  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Committee  on  Training  and  Or¬ 

ders  Fall  Retreat 

12  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  Alexandria,  9  a.m. 

12  Fall  Meeting,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  First  UMC, 
Alexandria,  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

16  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  Clergy  Apprecia¬ 

tion  Day 

1 7  United  Methodist  Women,  Executive  Committee,  Slidell 
18-19  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Slidell 

19  Tri-District  Teacher  Education  Training  Event,  St.  Mat¬ 

thew’s  Church,  Metairie,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

20  Tri-District  Teacher  Education  Training  Event,  University 

UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  1  to  5  p.m. 

20  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Sunday 

21  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Clari¬ 

on  Hotel.  Dallas,  10:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 

21-22  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Board  of  Directors,  Ra- 
mada  Inn,  Nicholson,  Baton  Rouge 

23  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries,  Clarion  Hotel,  Dallas.  9 
a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

25  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  Meeting,  First  UMC,  Alex¬ 

andria.  10  a.m. 

26  CCYM  Fall  Convocation,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
28-30  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  Quadrenni¬ 
al  Workshop  for  Annual  Conference  Leaders,  Nashville, 

TN 


William  Oden  Is  One  of  Three  American  Bishops  To  Participate 
In  Historic  Formation  of  United  Methodist  Mission  to  the  CIS 

Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  Oden  have  just  returned  from  Russia  where  they  participated  in  the  formation  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Mission  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  in  Moscow.  Bishop  Oden  was  one  of  three  American  bishops  who 
participated.  Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey  of  Shreveport  also  a  participant.  This  was  an  historic  occasion  and  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  interviewed  Bishop  Oden  immediately  after  he  and  his  wife,  Marilyn,  returned  from  Russia. 

Editor  Dotty  Bagbey:  Tell  us  who  participated  in  this  historic  event. 

Bishop  Oden:  The  most  important  participants  were  the  representatives 
of  the  Russian  churches  that  have  been  started  in  the  former  Soviet  Union. 

Along  with  these  persons  who  make  up  the  mission  were  the  newly  as¬ 
signed  bishop  of  the  mission.  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  who  presided  over 
the  events  of  the  three  days;  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  Northern  Europe;  Bishop 
Heinrich  Bolleter,  Central  and  Southern  Europe,  and  three  American  bish¬ 


ops. 


Bishop  William  Oden  Marilyn  Oden 


The  three  bishops  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  were  Joseph  Yeakle,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Bishops;  Dan 
Solomon,  president-elect  of  the 
World  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
.  myself.  There  were  other  guests 
from  both  Europe  and  North  Amer¬ 
ica  who  participated  in  these  histor¬ 
ic  days. 

Dotty:  Is  Methodism  new  to  Rus¬ 
sia? 


Bishop  Oden:  No,  Methodism  began  in  Russia  in  1889  with  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  mission  in  Finland  and  St.  Petersburg  out  of  the  Swedish  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  first  Methodist  minister  in  Russia  was  George  Simmons,  a 
missionary  from  the  Indiana  Conference,  who  was  assigned  to  the  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg  Church. 

From  St.  Petersburg  Methodism  spread  around  Northern  Russia  and 
into  the  Baltics.  Following  the  Communist  Revolution,  the  churches  in 
Russia  were  confiscated  in  1 924  and  the  buildings  were  used  by  the  state. 

The  church  in  Estonia  continued  v  ithout  interruption  as  Communism 
did  not  enter  the  Baltics  until  World  War  II. 

Dotty:  What  United  Methodist  congregations  now  exist  in  the  CIS,  some 
of  which  was  formerly  Russia? 

Bishop  Oden:  Of  course  there  is  the  church  at  Ekaterinburg  started  by 
Dwight  Ramsey  and  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport.  In  Moscow  there  is  a 
large  Korean  United  Methodist  congiegation  (they  were  our  hosts  for  the 
mission),  another  started  by  the  Ekaterinburg  congregation  and  also  a  con¬ 
gregation  working  with  missionary  Chris  Hena. 

There  are1  also  churches  in  Samara,  Vzgorod,  Kaminica,  Vasinga,  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Nabuznye  Chelny  and  embryonic  works  in  Petrovskoe,  Skytyv- 
kar  and  Sevastopol.  Additional  congregations  exist  in  the  states  bordering 
the  CIS  including  Estonia,  Latvia,  Hungary  and  Finland. 

Dotty  :  What  happened  during  the  conference  you  attended  from  Aug.  15  to 
17. 

Bishop  Oden:  The  mission  was  organized.  Reports  were  given  by  the 
new  churches.  There  was  a  worship  service  to  welcome  Bishop  Minor  as 
episcopal  leader.  A  welcome  and  greeting  from  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  was  given  by  Father  Ioann  Ekonomtsev,  representing  Patriarch 
Alexi  II. 

There  was  a  roll  call  of  the  churches  that  will  belong  to  the  mission  or 
will  be  related  to  it  in  some  way.  As  all  of  them  answered  the  roll,  they  an¬ 
nounced  their  membership  and  attendance  figures. 

Dotty:  How  will  the  UM  mission  be  administered? 

Bishop  Oden:  Bishop  Minor  will  be  the  episcopal  leader  and  Dwight 
Ramsey  of  Louisiana  will  be  director  of  Church  Development  in  the  CIS. 
The  mission  will  be  resourced  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
with  Dr.  Bruce  Weaver  as  coordinator. 

Dotty:  What  will  be  Dr.  Ramsey’s  role? 

Bishop  Oden:  Basically  he  will  begin  new  congregations,  help  them  find 
meeting  places  and  help  connect  them  to  the  work  of  the  mission.  I  will  ap¬ 
point  him  to  the  mission  as  of  Sept,  ll  He  will  continue  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Dotty:  You  were  in  Russia  about  one  year  ago.  What  changes  have  you  no¬ 
ticed  since  you  were  first  there? 

Bishop  Oden:  Yes,  we  were  in  Russia  in  early  September  of  1991  just  af¬ 
ter  the  coup  attempt.  Last  week,  while  we  were  in  Russia,  the  celebration 
of  the  first  full  year  of  democracy  was  beginning. 

The  year  has  brought  some  hopeful  signs.  For  instance,  there  was  more 
food.  It  was  obvious  that  more  freedom  for  the  people  existed. 

There  were  also  some  negatives.  Russia  is  a  new  society  that  does  not 
know  how  to  be  involved  in  free  enterprise.  It  is  a  society  that  sells  and 
buys  but  does  not  produce.  It  is  selling  everything  from  dolls  to  buildings 
to  state  secrets.  However,  there  is  little  production  and  construction  that 
involves  or  affects  the  Russian  people. 

Across  from  our  hotel,  a  new  luxury  hotel  and  office  building  park  was 
being  constructed  by  a  Houston/Dallas  firm  using  Westem-European  ma¬ 
terials  and  Turkish  labor.  The  hotel  and  offices  will  be  utilized  by  foreign 
interests  doing  business  in  Russia.  Nearby  was  a  “supermarket”  that  ac¬ 
cepted  only  Deutsch  marks  and  dollars,  not  rubles.  Consequently,  the  Rus¬ 
sians  will  not  be  able  shop  in  the  store. 

Dotty:  Where  do  you  see  hope  for  the  Russian  people? 

Bishop  Oden:  That’s  tough!  If  President  Yeltsin  is  given  time  to  institute 
his  reforms  there  may  be  hope.  His  plan  is  to  “jump  start”  the  free  market 
system  by  giving  each  of  the  150  million  citizens  10,000  rubles,  roughly 
$40  to  $66  depending  on  how  you  figure  the  present  rate  of  exchange. 

That  amount  may  not  seem  like  much  but  it  is  four  months  salary  for  the 
average  Russian.  Vouchers  can  be  used  to  buy  shares  in  state-owned  com¬ 
panies  or  sold  to  banks  for  investment  certificates.  Vouchers  also  can  be 
sold  to  fellow  citizens  for  cash.  This  action  is  quite  radical.  It  will  be  faster 
and  more  comprehensive  than  that  of  any  other  former  Communist  state. 
Land  reform  is  down  the  road  a  few  years. 

Dotty:  What  is  the  future  of  Methodism  in  Russia? 

Bishop  Oden:  I  think  it  is  very  bright.  We  have  a  theology  that  speaks  to 
the  Russian  mind  and  heart  which  is  longing  for  dignity  and  individual 
worth. 

Thank  God,  Russian  Orthodoxy  is  in  a  state  of  restoration  and  renewal. 
Many  Russian  are  returning  to  their  traditional  church  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  working  closely  with  the  Orthodox  in  a  very  signifi¬ 
cant  partnership. 

After  three  generations  of  Communism  and  the  total  collapse  of  Marxist 
Socialism  as  the  integrating  philosophy  in  Russia,  there  is  a  tremendous  re¬ 
ligious  hunger  throughout  the  nation.  This  hunger  is  being  exploited  by 
groups  who  speak  of  “bringing  Christ  to  Russia”  and  “evangelizing  the 
Russian  people.” 

We  Methodists  do  not  have  that  understanding.  We  bear  witness  to 
Christ  in  a  world  parish  that  has  no  bounds.  Where  persons  respond  to  the 
Gospel  in  Wesleyan  tradition,  they  are  gathered  into  congregations,  nur¬ 


tured  and  connected.  We  are  also  involved  in  health  care  and  food  distri¬ 
bution.  That  is  the  essence  of  the  United  Methodist  Mission  in  the  CIS. 

Dotty:  What  role  will  the  American  church  have  in  this  mission? 

Bishop  Oden;  First,  they  need  our  prayers.  That  is  basic.  Second,  our 
sensitivity  is  important.  We  should  realize  that  the  Russian  people  have  as 
much  or  more  to  teach  us  than  we  have  to  teach  them.  They  have  a  long 
tradition  of  deep  spirituality.  They  have  come  out  of  a  time  of  tremendous 
state  control  and  persecution,  yet  they 
and  patient  people. 

I  believe  it  is  important  that  the  American  Method¬ 
ist  people  work  closely  with  the  European  Methodists 
in  helping  nurture  the  very  fragile  new  congregations 
in  Russia.  This  includes  one-to-one  relationships,  Bi¬ 
ble  study  and  other  nurturing  materials,  training  for 
their  pastors  and  lay  leaders. 

Most  of  all,  we  must  realize  that  we  cannot  hurry 
this  process  or  become  impatient.  If  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  in  Russia  for  the  long  haul,  we  should  avoid 
goals  to  start  a  certain  number  of  churches  in  a  specific 
time.  Instead,  we  should  let  the  work  of  the  spirit  de-  Dr*  Dwight  Ramsey 
termine  each  step  of  the  way  and  realize  that  we  are  in  a  situation  unlike 
any  we  have  seen  in  this  century. 

Dotty:  Are  American  United  Methodist  volunteers  needed  in  Russia? 

Bishop  Oden:  Yes,  but  probably  not  the  way  they  have  been  utilized  in 
other  developing  nations.  The  worst  thing  we  could  do  would  be  to  have 
massive  work  teams  head  for  Russia  to  build  new  churches.  These  aren't 
needed.  There  are  vacant  buildings  all  over  the  former  Soviet  Union  that 
we  can  use.  In  fact,  the  Ekaterinburg  congregation  is  meeting  in  the  former 
Communist  Political  Center,  the  best  building  in  the  city. 

The  need  is  different.  I  could  see  short-term  lay  or  clergy  missionaries 
living  for  six-months  to  a  year  in  communities  where  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  Churches  have  been  formed.  These  persons  would  simply  help  nourish 
the  churches  in  the  embryonic  stage  and  determine  the  needs  of  the  people 
through  prayerful  sharing  of  life. 

One  couple  or  one  person  would  be  enough  for  one  community  and 
would  go  there  only  at  the  invitation  of  the  Russian  church. 

It  is  important  that  this  CIS  mission  be  allowed  to  be  planted  and  nour- 
ished-on  Russian  soil  and  not  be  a  transplant  of  the  American,  or  even 
Western  European,  church. 

Summer  Missions:  Service  and  Fun 

On  a  recent  Sunday  evening,  the 
Alexandria  group  shared  their  expe¬ 
riences  with  the  congregation. 

Trinity,  Ruston 

“Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S. 
1992”  was  a  project  of  Trinity 
UMC  Ruston,  in  which  53  youths 
and  about  20  adults  formed  I.C.U.’s 
(Intensive  Care  Units)  to  serve 
God,  worship,  sing,  play,  work  and 
minister  to  each  other. 

Work  projects  that  served  God 
and  the  community  included  the 
painting  of  three  houses;  clearing  a 
lot  and  working  on  a  house  for  Hab¬ 
itat  for  Humanity;  clearing  grounds 
and  cleaning  buildings  at  Camp  Al¬ 
abama;  cleaning  and  repair  work  at 
Caney  Conference  Center  in  Min- 
den  and  assisting  at  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home. 

Senior  pastor  at  the  church  is  Dr. 
Byrl  Moreland. 

First,  Lake  Charles 

From  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles,  a 
mission  team  went  to  San  Antonio 
with  a  crew  of  25  members  to  con¬ 
duct  a  Bible  school  and  teach  crafts 
at  the  new  United  Methodist  spon¬ 
sored  Wesley  Community  Center 
which  includes  a  1 50-child  day-care 
facility. 

Amy  Wallace,  director  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  program,  said,  “We  also 
worked  on  five  sub-standard  houses 
in  an  area  that  was  just  recently  in¬ 
corporated  into  the  city.  People  had 
dirt  floors  and  no  electricity  or  run¬ 
ning  water.  We  helped  to  put  in 
flooring,  repaired  roofs  and  re¬ 
placed  rotted  boards." 

The  youths  and  eight  adults  from 
Lake  Charles  were  joined  by  two 
young  people  from  their  host  group 
at  Laurel  Heights  UMC  who  had 
work  experience  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity.  “The  people  were  so 
gracious  and  they  thanked  us  for  ev¬ 
erything  we  did,”  she  said. 

Wallace  said  they  were  saddened 
by  the  conditions  in  which  some  of 
the  people  had  to  live.  For  instance, 
one  family  of  14  lived  in  a  four- 
room  house.  “Work  could  go  on  for 
years  and  you'd  never  scratch  the 
surface  of  the  work  that  needs  to  be 
done  there.” 

Their  interest  in  the  center  had 
been  stirred  by  member,  Julia  Pax¬ 
ton,  formerly  a  missionary  who  had 
worked  at  the  center. 


Beverly  Pierce  and  a  group  from 
Ingleside  UMC  and  St.  John's 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  help  the 
homeless  by  fixing  up  low-rent 
housing  for  occupancy.  The 
church  worked  in  conjunction 
with  the  City  Housing  Authority. 

Work  camps  and  mission  teams 
from  churches  throughout  the  Con¬ 
ference  accomplished  a  great  deal 
this  summer.  Mentioned  here  are 
some  projects  not  previously  re¬ 
ported.  There  have  been  many 
more  similar  experiences;  these  are 
representative  of  a  host  of  such  op¬ 
portunities  of  short-term  mission 
work. 

First,  Alexandria 

Working  side  by  side  with  Mexi¬ 
can  brothers  and  sisters  was  one  of 
the  best  parts  of  Mission  Mexico 
participated  in  by  13  members  of 
First  UMC,  Alexandria,  this  sum¬ 
mer  in  Xoxocotla,  Mexico. 

“A  gracious  sharing  of  faith  was 
experienced  and  God’s  presence 
was  evident,”  Elzie  Gauntz,  said. 

Work  camp  members  learned 
that  there  are  two  words  for  church, 
“templo,”  meaning  the  church 
building  and  “ecclesia,”  referring  to 
the  people.  The  crew  worked  to  help 
lay  a  concrete  floor,  build  a  struc¬ 
ture  and  wire  it  for  lighting. 

The  building  they  worked  to  erect 
is  near  the  older  worship  center 
identified  across  the  front  as  “Tem¬ 
plo  Methodista. 
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Religious  persecution  of  Muslims:  Deplorable 
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SARAJEVO,  Bosnia-Herzegovina — Father  and  son  say  goodbye 
while  waiting  for  a  bus  that  will  take  the  boy  out  of  the  besieged 
city.  Muslims  are  being  evacuated  against  their  will  under  a  policy 
of  “ethnic  cleansing."  Christians  dare  not  remain  silent  in  the  face 
of  this  or  any  form  of  religious  persecution. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 
Bishop's  words  compared 
to  ' rush  of  a  mighty  wind' 


How  would  you  feel  if  you,  your 
family  and  other  members  of  your 
congregation  were  forced  to  move 
to  another  part  of  town — merely  be¬ 
cause  you  are  United  Methodists? 

Not  so  good?  Even  outraged? 

Of  course  you  would. 

As  an  analogy  to  the  complex 
conflict  going  on  in  the  former  Yu¬ 
goslavia.  the  imagined  forced  move¬ 
ment  of  you  and  other  United 
Methodists  quickly  breaks  down. 

It  does,  however,  dramatize  what 
should  be  a  matter  of  deep  concern 
for  people  of  all  religious  faiths  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Yugoslavian  conflict. 

Namely,  large  numbers  of  people, 
primarily  Bosnian  Muslims,  are  be¬ 
ing  forced  from  their  homes  to  live 
in  restricted  parts  of  their  country 
or,  worse,  in  concentration  camps. 
The  main  reason  for  their  forced  re¬ 
location  which  is  being  conducted 
under  a  purported  policy  of  “ethnic 
cleansing”:  They  are  Muslims. 

The  inhumane  treatment  of  Bos¬ 
nian  Muslims  is  deplorable  whatev¬ 
er  the  “policy”  justifying  it. 

Compounding  the  situation,  how¬ 
ever,  are  its  roots  in  longstanding 
religious  hostilities.  Those  hostil¬ 
ities  began  in  the  Middle  Ages  when 
Ottoman  Turks,  an  Islamic  people, 
gained  control  of  the  then-mostly 
Christian  region.  Although  political 
control  since  has  changed  hands 
many  times,  bad  blood  dating  from 


that  era  between  Muslims  and 
Christians  has  continued  to  boil. 

Religious  persecution  reflects  one 
of  humankind's  ugliest  and  bitterest 
forms  of  intolerance:  the  denial  of 
another's  spiritual  reality  and  way 
of  life  based  on  that  reality. 

Indeed,  some  of  the  world’s  most 
protracted  and  seemingly  intracta¬ 
ble  conflicts — in  the  Middle  East, 
Ireland  and  the  Balkans — are  fueled 
in  part  by  religious  intolerance. 

Regrettably,  Christians  in  the 
Balkans  and  elsewhere  have  both 
practiced  and  experienced  such  in¬ 
tolerance,  For  that  reason,  Muslim 
leaders  who  have  accused  so-called 
Christian  countries  in  the  West  of 
avoiding  the  plight  of  Bosnians 
have  some  historical  basis  for  doing 
so.  Our  hands  are  not  clean. 

As  followers  of  One  who  mandat¬ 
ed  love  of  neighbors  near  and  far, 
Christians  dare  not  remain  silent 
while  the  lives  of  our  Muslim  neigh¬ 
bors  in  Bosnia  are  being  devoured 
by  seemingly  endless  bloodshed. 
We  should  be  equally  vocal,  howev¬ 
er,  in  denouncing  cruelty  on  all 
sides  in  the  conflict. 

Among  other  things,  we  should 
urge  U.S.  and  world  leaders,  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  Nations,  to  be  tire¬ 
less  in  seeking  non-violent  ways  to 
end  the  Yugoslavian  tragedy  soon. 

We  should  generously  support  ap¬ 


peals  for  humanitarian  aid  to  all 
sides,  regardless  of  religious,  ethnic 
or  political  identity. 

And  we  should  pray  for  deeper 
insight  into  how  followers  of  Christ 


can  be  agents  of  reconciliation  and 
peace  among  all  the  world’s  peo¬ 
ple — including  those  whose  ways 
are  not  our  ways  and  whose  vision 
of  God  differs  from  our  own. 


What  a  refreshing  “rush  of  a 
mighty  wind"  in  the  message  of 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (see 
“Here  I  Stand,"  Aug.  7). 

Bishop  White’s  statement,  “we 
are  a  divided  church,”  flies  in  the 
face  of  our  understanding  of  the 
"mission”  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  God  directed  the  bishop's 
hand  when  he  quoted  the  first 
words  of  The  Book  of  Discipline 
and  through  this  has  reissued  the 
call  to  faith  that  Paul  gave  in  his 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians  (3:26-28). 

In  our  efforts  to  be  all  things  to  all 
people  we  have  truly  become  “di¬ 
vided.”  We  have  United  Methodist 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men, 
Women's  Division  of  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  family 
ministries,  single  ministries — all  di¬ 
viding  us  rather  than  uniting  us  in 
our  common  Savior  and  Lord. 

Let  us  follow  Bishop  White  into  a 
new  united  church  as  God  intends 
it  to  be! 

A.  L.  Higgins 
Webster  Groves,  Missouri 

Column,  editorial  affirmed 

The  editorial  headlined,  “Is  God 
killing  the  church?’’  and  Bishop 
Woodie  W.  White’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
headlined  “Even  in  its  politics,  the 
church  should  be  different,”  were 


Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


wonderful  reflections  of  the  views  of 
many  members  (see  UMR  Aug.  7). 

The  alarming  decline  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  membership  is 
confirmation  of  these  concerns.  Bish¬ 
op  White  points  to  the  remedy,  a  re¬ 
turn  to  making  The  United  Methodist 
Church  "Christ’s  church  and  He 
alone  must  be  its  Lord,  and  His  spirit 
must  be  reflected  at  every  level  of  its 
life  and  organization.” 

Your  editorial  comment  brings  our 
problems  into  focus:  "God  acting  in 
both  love  and  judgment  might  indeed 
be  killing  portions  of  the  church  that 
in  reality  cease  to  be  the  church." 

Dedicated  and  faithful  Christians 
can  be  on  both  sides  of  any  political 
issue,  whether  it  be  U.  S.  foreign 
policy  in_  Nicaragua,  El  Salvador 
and  Panama,  or  who  should  be  ap¬ 
pointed  Supreme  Court  justice. 

Yes.  we  are  a  divided  church,  and 
we  must  not  permit  any  agency  or  its 
staff  to  continue  to  interfere  with  our 
only  God  ordained  purpose  of  ad¬ 
vancing  His  kingdom. 

Charles  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 


My  Witness 

Cherokee  woman's  grace 


made  me  weep 


By  KATHRYN  EDWARDS 

She  sat  by  the  gas  heater  and 
rocked.  She  could  see  us  through 
the  gossamer  curtains  on  the  south 
windows,  but  we  couldn’t  see  her. 
Seventeen  of  us  pounded  on  her 
roof,  nailed  siding  on  her  walls,  and 
painted  her  old  house. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

"When  the  perishable  puts  on  the 
imperishable,  and  the  mortal  puts 
on  immortality,  then  shall  come  to 
pass  the  saying  that  is  written: 
‘Death  is  swallowed  up  in  vic¬ 
tory.’  ”  (NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Genesis  13:8) 
Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  31 
Monday:  Psalms  1 5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  16 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  18:1-9 
Thursday:  Luke  14:1,  7-14 
Friday:  Luke  1 4: 1 5-24 
Saturday:  Hebrews  13:1-8 
Sunday:  Hebrews  1 3:9-1 7 


You  might  say  it  really  needed  tear¬ 
ing  down.  But  it  was  home  most  of 
her  life.  She  could  see  the  prairie  out 
that  window,  and  in  the  summer  from 
her  porch,  she  could  see  everything. 
Someone  comes  in  to  check  on  her 
every  week  and  to  bring  groceries. 

Her  name  is  Jennie  and  she  said 
she’d  been  praying  for  three  years  for 
someone  to  help  her  with  her  house. 
Every  morning  there  was  a  fresh  cup 
of  coffee,  and  if  you  knocked  on  her 
door  she’d  say,  “Come  in.” 

You’d  find  her  in  that  rocking 
chair  by  the  fire  and  you’d  help  your¬ 
self  to  coffee  on  the  stove.  Even  those 

c$L  Pontius'  Puddle 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 

Kathryn  Edwards  is 
minister  of  Hyde 
Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas  ( South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  conference). 


who  didn’t  like  coffee  would  go  in 
just  to  see  Jennie.  She  is  an  elder  Na¬ 
tive  American.  Cherokee  is  her  main 
language,  her  English  very  limited. 


The  last  day,  as  we  finished,  the 
Rev.  Meri  Whitaker  of  the  Cookson 
Hills  United  Methodist  Center  in 
Cookson,  Okla.,  brought  Jennie  out 
to  shuffle  a  circle  tour  of  her  house. 
I  saw  a  faint  smile  penetrate  that 
ageless  face  and  heard  her  say  to 
Meri,  “It  looks  just  like  new!” 

I  guess  she  couldn’t  see  the  siding 
wasn’t  cut  just  right,  or  those  .blobs 
of  paint  that  dropped  on  the  ground, 
or  the  not-quite-finished  porch  that 
the  next  work  team  would  finish.  To 
her  it  was  beautiful — and  it  was  an 
answer  to  her  prayers.  I  wondered 
why  it  felt  strange  being  an  answer 


to  someone’s  prayers. 

One  by  one  before  we  left  we  went 
inside  to  say  goodbye.  I  thanked  her 
for  the  coffee  and  told  her  I  loved  her. 
She  said,  “I  love  you  too.” 

On  the  surface,  we  had  nothing  in 
common,  really,  Jennie  and  I.  But  for 
four  days  we  were  engaged  in  a  task 
of  mutual  interest,  making  her  house 
warmer,  dryer,  a  house  she’ll  be 
proud  to  live  in  the  rest  of  her  life. 

In  odd  moments  I  allowed  myself 
to  wonder  what  life  would  have 
been  like  for  Jennie  had  Columbus 
discovered  Australia  instead.  The 
Cherokees  were  removed  from  their 
homeland  of  Georgia.  They  were 
among  the  proudest  and  the  most 
educated  of  all  Native  Americans. 

They  had  an  alphabet  and  impor¬ 
tant  writings.  Their  art  reflects  the 
past  agony  and  sorrow  of  the  “Trail 
of  Tears.”  Their  rate  of  alcoholism 
(18  times  the  Anglo  rate)  reflects 
their  current  agony  and  sorrow, 
their  disenfranchisement  in  their 
home  and  conquered  land. 

They  don’t  fit  here  much  any¬ 
more.  And  she  showed  the  grace  to 
say  we  were  the  answer  to  her 
prayer.  I  wept  when  I  realized  all 
that  encompassed. 


What  others= 
---are  saying 

“We  will  proclaim  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  until  the  guns, 
knives  and  needles  have  been  de- 
stroyed,  and  the  streets  have 
been  recycled.” 

— Mission  statement.  Haven 
UMC,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*  *  * 

“If  the  church  wishes  to  com¬ 
bat  racism  in  particular,  we  must 
stand  for  an  honest  presentment 
of  the  past  so  we  may  learn  from 
it  and  for  a  sincere  presentation 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  . . . 
We  need  to  start  a  new  era  of 
honesty  to  help  the  young  build 
their  lives  on  a  Christian  founda¬ 
tion  of  rock  and  not  sand." 

— United  Methodist  layman 
Warren  G.  Burrus,  Arenzville,  III. 
*  *  * 

“Next  time  you  find  yourself 
emotionally  down  and  out  of  ener¬ 
gy,  pull  aside  and  invite  God  to 
come  close.  . . .  Ask  God  what  vi¬ 
sion  God  has  for  you.  And  wait. 
Wait  until  a  fresh  vision  emerges 
from  within  you.  Listen  to  that  vi¬ 
sion,  talk  to  it,  walk  around  it,  test 
it  against  the  light  of  day.  If  you 
believe  the  vision  is  from  God,  be 
faithful  to  it  and  walk  the  walk.” 

— The  Rev.  Jack  D.  Heacock,  di¬ 
rector,  Southwest  Texas  Council  on 
Ministries,  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


T'fA  BUSHED.  I'VE-  BEEN  LOBBYING- 
ON  THE  phone  FOR  WOORS— 
CALLING-  IN  OLD  DEBTS, 

USING-  HUGH  PRESSURE 
TACTICS. 


LINING-  UP 
VOTES  FOR 
THE  NATIONAL 


NO,  teachers  FOR 
THE  NEW  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  YEAR. 


Here  I  Stand  — 

Gospel,  survival  compel  us  to  bridge  gulf  of  injustice 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Helping  to  build  houses  for  low-income  families  via  organizations 
such  as  Habitat  for  Humanity  is  one  way  Christians  can  gain  a  fresh 
perspective  on  the  gulf  between  rich  and  poor.  What  energy  and 
creativity  might  be  released  if  organizations  would  free  interested 
people  one  week  a  year  for  hands-on  work  with  the  poor? 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 

When  you  live  in  New  York  City, 
a  persistent  question  from  visitors 
is  whether  you  ever  get  used  to  see¬ 
ing  so  many  homeless  people. 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  “no.”  I 
don’t  ever  want  to  get  used  to  it. 
This  isn’t  a  sight  any  person  of  reli¬ 
gious  conviction  can  dismiss,  and 
the  problem  is  growing  in  cities 
across  the  country. 

But  as  I  walk  those  14  blocks 
down  Broadway  on  my  way  to  work 
each  morning,  my  discomfort  peaks 
at  the  point  of  realizing  the  little  un¬ 
derstanding  I  have  about  how 
someone’s  life  comes  to  this  point. 
There  is  for  me  a  puzzle  beyond 
talk  of  new  housing  starts  and  social 


“Here  /  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  ludy  Weid- 
man  lives  in  New 
York  City  and  is  ex¬ 
ecutive  editor  of  Reli¬ 
gious  News  Service. 

She  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  Northern 
Illinois  conference. 


service  “safety  nets.” 

So  I  was  drawn  to  a  quotation 
from  theologian  Robert  McAfee 
Brown:  “Where  you  stand  deter¬ 
mines  what  you  see.”  I  decided  to 
commit  some  vacation  time  to 
hands-on  work  with  the  poor.  It 


could  have  been  in  my  own  back¬ 
yard,  but  as  it  happens  1  linked  up 
with  a  group  going  to  Jamaica. 
That,  of  course,  cast  the  issue  in  the 
broader  global  context. 

Once  there,  I  discovered  that  the 
realities  of  caring  for  the  daily 
needs  of  the  poor — in  my  case,  a 
home  for  abandoned  mentally  re¬ 
tarded  people — get  you  down  to  ba¬ 
sics  fast. 

Most  would  be  dead 

Mopping  up  urine-soaked  floors 
was  the  first  order  of  the  day.  Then 
there  were  mountains  of  laundry  to 
be  done — by  hand,  bent  over  a  deep 
sink,  in  the  August  sun.  Colleagues 
across  town  were  giving  baths  to 
lepers. 


The  “poorest  of  the  poor,"  they 
call  these  people.  Nonproductive 
persons — the  old,  the  ill,  the  inca¬ 
pacitated — become  an  intolerable 
burden  on  the  poor  families.  With¬ 
out  these  centers,  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  would  be  dead,  abandoned  on 
the  streets  of  Kingston. 

Modest  programs  by  various 
church  groups  provide  some  of  the 
few  safety  nets  in  this  poor  country. 
Yet  for  every  one  person  rescued  in 
this  way,  thousands  fall  through  the 
cracks.  So  you're  never  tempted  to 
forget  the  need  for  systemic  solu¬ 
tions,  even  while  performing  social 
service. 

In  fact,  I  didn’t  go  to  Jamaica 
with  any  illusions  that  a  week  of 
volunteer  work  would  make  a  dent 
in  the  world’s  woes.  The  point  for 
me  was  conversion — how  to  reor¬ 
der  my  personal  and  professional 
life. 

Social  isolation 

Without  active  intervention,  that 
professional  life  stays  locked  in  my 
white,  Christian,  middle  class  no¬ 
tions  about  which  events  are  worthy 
of  making  the  news  and  who  should 
be  quoted.  Journalists,  who  are 
charged  with  interpreting  the  cul¬ 
ture,  can  least  afford  this  kind  of  so¬ 
cial  isolation  because  most  of  the 
world  isn’t  white,  middle  class,  or 
even  Christian. 


It  would  play  out  differently  in 
every  profession,  but  I  can’t  help 
wondering  about  the  energy  and 
creativity  that  would  be  released  if 
organizations  would  free  interested 
people  one  week  a  year  for  hands- 
on  work  with  the  poor.  I  think  it 
would  not  only  change  what  jour¬ 
nalists  write,  but  what  teachers 
teach.  What  artists  draw.  What  pol¬ 
iticians  legislate.  What  business 
people  sell. 


We  have  come  to  this  point.  The 
gulf  of  injustice  is  so  wide  between 
the  people  of  the  earth  that  we  don’t 
even  know  who  is  on  the  other  side. 

Yet  the  survival  of  the  planet,  as 
well  as  the  urgings  of  the  Gospel, 
compel  us  to  attempt  to  bridge  that 
gulf.  Hands-on  work  keeps  us  re¬ 
minded  that  behind  what  often 
seem  like  intractable  problems  are 
the  names  and  faces  and  smiles  and 
limps  and  tears  of  real  people. 
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MEDICAL  MERGER:  United  Methodist 
leaders  are  celebrating  a  vote  Aug.  1 8  by  Nash¬ 
ville’s  Metro  Council  to  merge  hospital  facilities 
of  historically  black  Meharry  Medical  College 
with  Nashville’s  Metro  General  Hospital.  The 
historic  move  to  merge  a  white-dominated  pub¬ 
lic  hospital  with  a  historically  black  institution 
was  celebrated  by  Nashville  Mayor  Phil  Brede- 
sen,  Meharry  President  David  Satcher  and  other 
supporters.  The  approved  merger  will  consoli¬ 
date  most  care  for  indigent  citizens  in  one  loca¬ 
tion,  with  support  from  the  city  for  United 
Methodist-related  Meharry’s  longstanding  care 
for  the  poor.  Meharry  Medical  College  is  one  of 
1 1  historically  black  colleges  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  is  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  only  professional  school. 

UM  COLLEGE  ON  CBS:  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University 
here,  already  in  the  news  for  phasing  out  the 
word  “freshman,”  will  be  featured  on  the  Aug. 
30  telecast  of  “CBS  Sunday  Morning  with 
Charles  Kuralt.”  The  1,700-student  school  was 
chosen  by  the  popular  TV  program  because  of 
its  multifaceted  student  orientation,  its  Mid¬ 
western  location,  and  its  academic  program.  In 
mid-August  the  school  attracted  national  atten¬ 
tion  with  the  announcement  that  while  “fresh¬ 
man"  will  continue  in  formal  classifications, 
“first-year  student”  or  “new  student”  will  re¬ 
place  the  traditional  term  in  casual  usage  in  the 
interest  of  more  “gender-inclusive”  language. 

VIOLATION  OF  POLICY?  Some 
United  Methodist  leaders  are  “blatantly  ignor¬ 
ing”  church  policy  that  deems  homosexual 
practice  “incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing,”  the  conservative  Good  News  caucus  has 
charged.  The  Rev.  James  V.  Heidinger  II,  exec¬ 
utive  secretary  of  the  independent  evangelical 
group,  said  recent  incidents  in  Georgia,  Indiana 
and  Oregon  show  that  “many  pastors  and 
church  leaders”  are  disregarding  official  United 
Methodist  standards.  The  incidents  include  an 
advertisement  for  a  staff  member  at  United 
Methodist-re-lated  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
to  deal  with  gay  and  lesbian  concerns;  a  "cele¬ 
bration  of  Holy  Covenant”  between  two  gay 
men  in  an  Indianapolis  church;  and  an  Oregon 
congregation’s  rejection  of  a  proposed  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  clergywoman  who  church  members 
reported  had  acknowledged  “a  committed  rela¬ 
tionship  with  another  woman”  (see  UMR  July 
3). 

■  v.  e  :  ;■  ;  ;[l 

NEW  ZIMBABWE  BISHOP:  a  succes 
sor  to  United  Methodist  Bishop  Abel  T.  Mu- 
zorewa  of  Zimbabwe,  one  of  the  church’s 
best-known  international  figures,  was  chosen 
Aug.  18  in  Africa.  Africa  Central  conference 
delegates  on  Aug.  1 8  elected  the  Rev.  Christo¬ 
pher  Jokoma,  46,  to  a  four-year  term  as  bishop 
of  the  500  congregations  and  more  than  62,000 
church  members  in  that  southern  African  coun¬ 
try.  Bishop  Muzorewa,  who  has  reached  manda¬ 
tory  retirement  age,  served  24  years  in  a  career 
marked  by  controversies  surrounding  his  gov¬ 
ernment  involvement,  including  a  stint  as 
prime  minister  of  the  transitional  Rhodesia- 
Zimbabwe  government  in  1979. 


OPPOSES  ANTI-GAY  BILL:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area) 
has  urged  his  290  clergy  members  in  Colorado 
to  oppose  a  proposal  on  the  I 
November  ballot  that  | 
would  prohibit  any  gay- 
rights  legislation  in  the  I 
state.  "As  a  racial/ethnic 
minority  I  strongly  believe 
that  denial  of  civil  and  hu¬ 
man  rights  against  one  dis¬ 
tinct  group  will  mean  those 
same  denials  will  be  turned 
on  others,”  said  the  Japanese-American  bishop, 
who  was  interned  wit|i  other  Japanese-Ameri- 
cans  during  World  War  II.  The  measure  Bishop 
Sano  is  opposing,  known  as  Amendment  2, 
would  prohibit  the  state  government  or  munici¬ 
palities  in  Colorado  from  enacting  laws  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  rights  of  homosexuals  or  bisexuals.  The 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Conference  came  out 
against  the  proposal  in  June. 


Roy  I.  Sano 


ASSISTANCE  TO  SERBIA:  The  Rev.  r. 
Dean  Hancock,  long  associated  with  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  left  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  for  Belgrade,  Serbia,  Aug.  13,  ac¬ 
cording  to  National  Council  of  Churches.  Mr. 
Hancock  will  function  as  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  emergency  officer  there. 


Spirited  'Aldersgate  '92'  praises  the  Lord 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — They  were  hav¬ 
ing  a  grand  time  “praising  the  Lord!” 

Some  1,500  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  nation,  many  of  them  self-de¬ 
scribed  “charismatics”  (see  related  story), 
attended  “Aldersgate  ’92,”  a  national  con¬ 
ference  on  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Oklahoma 
City  August  13-16. 

They  came  ready  to  enjoy  exuberant 
singing,  clapping,  hand-raising,  foot- 
stomping,  dancing-in-the-aisles  worship. 

Most  said  they  came  to  experience  an 
increased  vitality  in  their  spiritual  lives,  to 
feel  the  joy  of  a  renewed  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

This  experience  is  often  called  “spiritual 
renewal”  or  “being  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.” 

One  man  said  he  was  asked,  “Aren’t  you 
filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit?” 

He  answered,  “Of  course  I  am,  but  I 
leak.” 

'Let  the  fire  fall' 

Fire,  as  a  symbol  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  was 
a  recurring  theme  at  the  convention  in  the 
banners  and  decorations  and  in  the  ser¬ 
mons  and  prayers  of  the  leaders. 

“Let  the  fire  fall,”  prayed  Gary  Moore, 
director  of  the  event’s  sponsor,  United 


Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fellowship, 
at  the  opening  worship  service,  referring  to 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  renewal  fellowship,  also  called 
Manna  Ministries,  is  affiliated  with  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

When  the  convocation  was  over,  many 
participants  said  they  were  returning  to 
their  home  congregations  with  refreshed 
spirits  and  renewed  vigor  for  the  work  and 
mission  of  the  church. 

They  hoped  to  make  their  congregations 
more  loving,  more  caring  and  more  Christ- 
centered,  they  said. 

“Pastors,  evangelists  and  lay  leaders 
from  across  the  country  [who  attended] 
said  they  are  learning  to  do  ministry  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  Mr. 
Moore  said. 

The  event  attracted  all  ages,  entire  fam¬ 
ilies  and  many  young  adult  couples. 

They  spent  mornings  in  Bible  study  and 
afternoons  in  workshops.  The  evenings  were 
devoted  to  worship  services  that  could  last 
from  7  p.m.  until  nearly  midnight. 

Prayers  for  personal  spiritual,  physical 
and  emotional  healing  were  a  concluding 
part  of  each  evening’s  worship. 

Divine  participation 

Worship  services  allowed  for  spontane¬ 
ous  “movement  of  the  spirit.”  Several 


times,  the  planned  order  was  suspended 
because  someone  expressed  a  desire  to 
“prophesy.” 

Prophecy,  in  the  gathering’s  context, 
didn’t  mean  predicting  the  future  or  chas¬ 
tising  those  in  power.  Instead,  it  referred 
to  God  speaking  words  of  encouragement 
directly  to  the  assembled  body  through  a 
messenger. 

'God  still  speaks' 

“We  believe  that  a  sovereign  God  still 
speaks  directly  to  His  people  through 
words  of  prophecy  and  through  unknown 
tongues  which  are  understood,  in  turn, 
through  the  gift  of  interpretation,”  Mr. 
Moore  said. 

In  one  spontaneous,  emotion-packed 
moment,  Mr.  Moore  said  he  felt  called  to 
pray  for  all  clergy  and  their  spouses. 

Members  of  the  convocation  surround¬ 
ed  pastors  and  their  families  and  touched 
or  hugged  them  while  Mr.  Moore  prayed 
that  the  wounds  inflicted  on  clergy  fam¬ 
ilies  would  be  healed  by  God’s  power  and 
love.  He  thanked  God  for  their  work. 
Many  pastors  wept  openly. 

Mr.  Moore  later  told  the  Reporter  that 
many  pastors  across  the  country  have 
"wounded  hearts  and  spirits  that  cripple 
them.  They  are  hurt  with  no  sense  of  a 
place  to  go  to  get  healing,”  he  said. 
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OKLAHOMA  CITY — Prayers  of  personal 
dedication  and  prayers  for  healing — 
physical,  spiritual  or  emotional — were  a 
part  of  every  evening's  worship  at  Al¬ 
dersgate  '92. 

An  unusual  moment  came  the  last  eve¬ 
ning  when  the  offering  was  greeted  with  a 
standing  ovation.  Then  all  who  were  able 
marched  or  danced  to  lively  music — 
hands  waving — down  to  the  altar  to  drop 
their  donations  into  a  basket. 

“We  want  to  sing,"  said  the  Rev.  Andrea 
Bishop,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Wa¬ 
terloo.  Iowa,  and  a  keynote  speaker  at  the 
event.  “We  want  to  be  joyful.  But  it  takes 
the  fire  of  God  to  put  the  song  inside.” 


Spiritual  gifts  emphasis 
is  sometimes  divisive 
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OKLAHOMA  CITY — Fervent  prayers,  exuberant  singing  and  lively  music  and  preaching  marked 
the  gathering  of  some  1,500  United  Methodists,  many  of  them  Charismatics,  at  a  convocation 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  Aug.  13-16. 

Unexpected  experience  leaves  warm  peace 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— This  re¬ 
porter  had  never  seen  anything 
like  it. 

While  taking  photographs  dur¬ 
ing  an  altar  call  at  the  “Alders¬ 
gate  ‘92”  meeting  of  United 
Methodists  in  Oklahoma  City,  I 
noticed  several  apparently  un¬ 
conscious  people  lying  on  the 
floor. 

“Why  are  all  these  people  lying 
on  the  floor?”  I  asked  the  meet¬ 
ing’s  director  Gary  Moore. 

I  had  no  idea  that  I  would  soon 
find  out  from  firsthand  experi¬ 
ence. 

He  explained  that  I  was  ob¬ 
serving  a  phenomenon  that  goes 
back  at  least  as  far  as  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  Methodism’s  founder,  who 
noted  it  in  his  journals. 

The  phenomenon,  in  which, 
worshipers  are  apparently  physi¬ 
cally  overcome,  is  called  “slain  in 
the  Spirit”  by  some  and  “resting 


in  the  Spirit”  by  others. 

Many  who  have  the  experience 
say  they  find  a  heightened  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  presence  of  God  and, 
sometimes,  physical,  spiritual  or 
emotional  healing. 

Mr.  Moore  said  the  experience 
is  marked  by  a  sense  of  peace  and 
a  feeling  that  something  special 
had  happened. 

“We  don’t  know  why  it  hap¬ 
pens,”  Mr.  Moore  added. 

The  experience  doesn’t  happen 
to  everyone  who  comes  forward 
to  pray,  but  it  happens  often 
enough  that  meeting  planners 
provide  helpers  to  catch  those 
who  fall. 

At  Mr.  Moore’s  suggestion,  I 
talked  to  William  Wilson,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  and  a 
psychiatrist  in  Burlington.  N.C.. 
Dr.  Wilson  said  he  had  seen  the 
phenomenon  ‘‘thousands  of 
times.” 

“[The  experience]  is  definitely 


not  hysterical,”  he  said.  He  could 
not  explain  why,  he  continued, 
but  “there  is  a  loss  of  muscle 
tone  that  lasts  from  a  few  sec¬ 
onds  to  two  or  three  hours.” 

“It  is  always  beneficial,”  Dr. 
Wilson  added. 

People  who  experience  what 
Dr.  Wilson  prefers  to  call  “rest¬ 
ing  in  the  Spirit”  simply  lie  qui¬ 
etly  while  those  around  them 
pray. 

At  the  close  of  the  final  eve¬ 
ning's  worship  service,  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  invited  to  come 
forward  to  pray  for  healing  or  for 
other  concerns.  I  joined  in,  plan¬ 
ning  to  make  a  quick  prayer  re¬ 
quest  then  return  to  the  press 
table. 

My  prayer  partner  said  a  few 
words,  then  put  his  hand  to  my 
forehead.  To  my  astonishment,  I 
felt  myself  collapsing. 

I  no  longer  heard  what  the  man 
was  praying.  My  body  felt  so 
completely  relaxed  that  it  seemed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— The 
charismatic  renewal  movement, 
which  began  its  most  recent  revival 
in  U.S.  churches  about  25  years 
ago,  has  not  been  without  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  various  denominations. 

The  movement’s  strong  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  described  by  Paul  in  Ro¬ 
mans  12:6-8  and  I  Corinthians 
12:8-10  has  led  to  misunder¬ 
standing  and  division  within 
some  congregations. 

Sometimes  spiritual  gifts  are 
abused  or  misused  by  charisma¬ 
tics,  so  charismatic  leaders  say. 

“No  one  is  more  aware  of  the 
abuses  than  charismatics  them¬ 
selves,”  Gary  Moore,  head  of 
United  Methodist  Renewal  Ser¬ 
vices  Fellowship,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

The  scandals  stirred  by  the  so- 
called  charismatic  televangelists 
are  examples  of  misuse  of  spiri¬ 
tual  gifts. 

So  what  does  charismatic 
mean,  anyway? 

Charismatic  comes  from  the 
word  “charisma”  which  means  a 
gift  of  God’s  grace,  according  to 
the  dictionary. 

The  gifts  emphasized  in  Scrip- 


to  lack  enough  tension  to  keep 
me  upright. 

“This  can’t  be  happening  to 
me,”  I  thought,  bracing  myself 
with  one  foot  behind  me.  Only 
the  thought  of  breaking  an  ex¬ 
pensive  new  lens  on  the  camera 
hanging  from  my  shoulder — and 
fervent  prayer — kept  me  on  my 
feet. 

Afterward  I  felt  flushed  with 
surprise.  But  when  I  sat  down,  I 
felt  peaceful,  relaxed  and  quietly 
happy.  Although  it  was  nearly  1 1 
p.m.  and  I  had  another  interview 
to  do,  I  was  content  to  sit,  listen 
to  the  soft  prayers  and  quiet  mu¬ 
sic  and  wait. 

Whatever  “resting  in  the  Spir¬ 
it”  may  be,  my  brush  with  the  ex¬ 
perience  was  not  frightening. 
And  if  I  ever  again  go  forward  for 
a  quick  prayer  request  in  a  simi¬ 
lar  situation,  I’m  going  to  ask 
someone  else  to  hold  my  camera! 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


ture  and  by  charismatics  are  nu¬ 
merous  and  include  teaching, 
preaching,  helps  (helping  others), 
healing,  and  administration.  Their 
purpose  is  to  “equip  people  for 
ministry  or  service  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,”  said  Mr.  Moore. 

The  gifts  that  have  proved  divi¬ 
sive  within  congregations,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Moore  and  other 
sources,  are  “word  gifts” — proph¬ 
ecy  and  “speaking  in  tongues,”  a 
spiritual  language  that  is  unintelli¬ 
gible  to  most  people. 

“In  its  extreme,”  said  the  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Harris,  superintendent 
of  the  Ardmore  (Okla.)  District,  at 
a  recent  Oklahoma  City  work¬ 
shop,  “the  struggle  [between  those 
who  have  had  a  charismatic  expe¬ 
rience  and  those  who  have  not] 
has  caused  deep  division  and  hurt 
in  many  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  sometimes  leading  to 
splits  that  can  even  manifest  itself 
within  families.” 

Some  United  Methodists,  to 
whom  the  charismatic  experience 
seems  foreign  and  therefore 
something  to  fear,  have  felt  char- 
ismatic  United  Methodists 
would  feel  more  at  home  in  a 
Pentecostal  church.  Dr.  Harris 
continued. 

This  is  usually  not  the  case,  he 
said.  United  Methodist  charis¬ 
matics  are  very  at  home  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition,  he  said. 
“[They]  encourage  their  numbers 
to  remain  with  their  local 
churches.” 

But  there  are  times,  he  contin¬ 
ued,  when  each  “side”  has  been 
intolerant  of  the  theological  per¬ 
spectives  of  the  other. 

Although  people  will  always 
find  points  on  which  to  disagree, 
he  said,  “unity  in  the  church  is 
important.  Not  unity  that  com¬ 
promises  principles,  but  a  unity 
that  is  based  on  serenity,  love 
and  service  to  one  another.” 

Individual  United  Methodist 
charismatics  may  be  expected 
follow  the  same  pattern  as  Cath¬ 
olic  charismatics  who,  according 
to  a  recent  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  report,  remain  in  the  move¬ 
ment  less  than  three  years. 

However,  the  renewal  experi¬ 
ence  has  a  lasting  effect  on  the 
church,  the  report  continues, 
“producing  people  who  become 
the  heart,  soul  and  hands”  of  a 
congregation. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Russian  mission  begins  with 
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By  DAN  ).  LOUIS 

MOSCOW — In  an  airless  Mos¬ 
cow  auditorium  on  a  hot,  humid 
Sunday  afternoon,  about  160  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  recently  called  on 
God  to  breathe  official  life  into  the 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
“Russian  initiative.” 

With  that  Aug.  16  ceremony,  the 
initiative — begun  in  what  was  still 
the  Soviet  Union  a  year  ago — be¬ 
came  the  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Independent  States. 

Participants  included  40  United 
Methodists  from  the  U.S.,  pastors 


and  bishops  from  Europe,  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  almost  a  dozen 
congregations  and  fellowships 
across  the  CIS  and  independent 
Latvia  and  Estonia. 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor  of 
Dresden,  Germany,  who  was  bishop 
of  East  Germany  until  Germany’s 
reunification  last  year,  was  installed 
as  episcopal  leader  of  the  mission. 

The  ceremony  was  held  in  the 
former  home  of  the  Academy  of  So¬ 
viet  Workers.  The  building  now 
serves  as  the  meeting  site  for  a  Rus- 
sian-Korean  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation. 


Two  brief  statements  during  the 
two-hour  worship  service  thrust  the 
mission  into  the  midst  of  Christian 
enthusiasm  racing  across  a  newly 
liberated  Russia  that  is  rediscover¬ 
ing  its  centuries  of  Christian  heri¬ 
tage. 

In  proclaiming  the  opening  of  the 
mission.  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby 
(Northern  Europe  Area)  said.  “In 
accordance  with  the  laws  and  Disci¬ 
pline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  I  hereby  declare  that  the 
United  Methodist  Mission  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  is  duly  constituted  and  orga- 


'breath  of 

nized  for  the  glory  of  God,  the  proc¬ 
lamation  of  the  Gospel,  and  the 
service  of  humanity.” 

Then  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter 
(Central  and  Southern  Europe 
Area)  installed  Bishop  Minor,  say¬ 
ing,  “You  have  been  consecrated  to 
be  a  shepherd  and  servant,  and  you 
have  been  assigned  as  bishop  of  the 
Moscow  Area  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church." 

Others  participating  in  the  instal¬ 
lation  included  Bishop  Joseph  H. 
Yeakel  (Washington  Area),  Council 
of  Bishops  president;  Bishop  Dan 
E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area);  and 


life' 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (Louisiana 
Area). 

Bishop  Minor  also  urged  those 
who  will  be  working  in  the  new  mis¬ 
sion  to  remember  that  “this  mission 
is  not  bringing  God  to  this  country. 
He  has  been  here  for  a  long  time.” 

Mr.  Louis  is  general  manager  of 
the  Reporter. 

Tour  Estonia  and  Russia 
October  19-29 

Visit  ancient  cities,  new  UMC  site,  St.  Petersburg. 
Moscow.  Information  contact:  Dr.  Larry  Per- 
vis,  Pastor.  Davie  United  Methodist 
Church.  6500  S.W.  47  Street,  Davie. 
FL  33314.  (305)  581-0290 _ 
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= connections 

AFRICA  UNIVERSITY  STAFF:  a 

South  Carolina  layman  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  first  United  Methodist- 
related  university  on  the 
African  continent,  effective 
Sept.  1.  Africa  University 
administrators  announced 
the  appointment  of  James 
H.  Salley,  currently  director 
of  institutional  advance¬ 
ment  at  South  Carolina 
State  University,  Orange¬ 
burg,  as  assistant  vice  chancellor  for  develop¬ 
ment.  Although  Mr.  Salley  will  be  employed  by 
the  university  located  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  the  development  office,  will  be  located  at 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  in  Nashville. 

BOOST  IN  CHURCH  GIVING:  Re¬ 
ceipts  in  18  churchwide  United  Methodist 
funds  through  July  were  6  percent  ahead  of  the 
same  period  a  year  ago  with  a  seven-month  total 
of  $55.14  million,  according  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration.  Included  was  a  gain  of  almost  7.6 
percent  in  World  Service,  the  basic  program 
fund. 

ETHNIC  SCHOLARSHIPS:  Two  Kore- 

an-American  women  and  two  black  men,  all 
students  at  United  Methodist-related  colleges, 
have  received  $l,000-$2,000  scholarships  for 
the  1992-93  academic  year  in  a  competition 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  They  are  Artis  Flowers.  Nashville;  Byron 
Garrett,  Seneca,  S.C.;  Eumi  Kim,  Basking 
Ridge,  N.  J.;  and  Mihyun  Yoon,  Fort  Lee,  N.J. 


lames  Salley 


'SENSITIVE  SERVANTS':  “Developing 


% 


Sensitive  Servants”  is  the  theme  of  the  1993  an¬ 
nual  meeting  of  the  Profes¬ 
sional  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Church 
Secretaries,  in  Charleston, 

W.  Va„  April  22-23.  Speak¬ 
ers  include  Bishop  Judith 
Craig  (West  Ohio  Area); 

Dr.  Merrill  Douglas.  Time 
Management  Center;  and  ?\\f  v 
Dr.  Robin  Lovin,  Drew  Uni-  ludith  Craig 


versity.  For  more  information,  contact  Joyce 
Townsend  at  (304)  925-7646. 


HISPANIC  VIDEO:  The  historic  role  of 
Hispanic  people  in  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  subject  of  a  new  20- 
minute  video  from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications.  “Somos  Del  Senor”  (“We  Belong  to 
the  Lord”)  celebrates  the  unique  cultural  and 
community  spirit  of  Hispanic  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  the  vital  contribution  by  the  more  than 
39,000  Hispanic  members  of  the  8.9  million 
members  of  the  denomination  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico.  The  video  is  available 
through  EcuFilm. 


Churches  flourish  after  Tiananmen  Square 

Instead  of  feared  crackdown.  Chines  ' 


PHO'TOS  BY,  IWEETA  B.  MclNTOSH 

The  faces  of  China  show  the  cultural  context  in  which  Chinese  Christians  live  out  their  faith. 
Top,  vendors  offer  vegetables  in  an  open-air  market.  Left,  a  Chinese  lama,  or  monk,  works  with 
plates  to  print  religious  texts.  Right,  a  chalkboard  outside  Nanjing  Theological  Seminary  offers  a 
Bible  verse  in  English  and  in  Chinese  characters. 


By  IWEETA  B.  MclNTOSH 

How  have  the  Tiananmen 
Square  incident  and  its  after- 
math  affected  the  Christian 
churches  of  China? 

My  tour  group  was  in  Beijing 
the  day  the  demonstration  start¬ 
ed,  April  27,  1989.  As  far  as  I 
know,  I  was  the  only  United 
Methodist  there  that  day. 

Religious  groups  in  China  sup¬ 
ported  the  youths.  Nanjing  Semi¬ 
nary — the  only  national  seminary 
in  China — sent  students  there  to 
support  the  youths. 

The  Nanjing  Christian  students 
had  a  tent  with  food  and  water  for 
the  youths  to  come  to.  They  even 
wrote  songs  to  sing  in  the  marches. 

However,  the  seminary  students 
were  withdrawn  and  told  to  return 
to  Nanjing  by  May  19  or  20,  say¬ 
ing  they  had  made  their  point. 

Voted  to  leave 

Local  university  students  all 
voted  to  leave  the  square  a  few 
days  before  the  tragic  crackdown 
and  did. 

Church  leaders  feared  a  crack¬ 
down  on  religions  in  general, 
since  all  major  religions  had  sup¬ 
ported  the  peaceful  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  the  early  days. 

Bishop  K.  H.  Ting,  president 
of  the  China  Christian  Council, 
told  me  that  the  government  had 
tightened  its  policies  toward  reli¬ 
gion  but  also  toward  all  other  as¬ 
pects  of  society. 

The  main  difference  I  see  is  that 
the  churches  are  full  of  youths 
now,  whereas  before  Tiananmen 
there  would  be  only  a  few. 

Older  members  can  hardly  get 
in  for  all  the  youths  now. 

When  I  asked  a  pastor  where 
all  the  young  people  came  from, 
he  said  whole  dormitories  have 
been  coming  to  church. 

Turning  to  churches 

There  seems  to  be  a  void  in 
their  lives,  so  they  are  turning  to 
the  churches  to  find  meaning.  So 
many  of  the  students  have  lost 
faith  in  the  government’s  making 
a  change  in  their  lives,  so  they 
decide  maybe  religion  should  be 
looked  into. 

There  are  more  than  7,000  Prot¬ 
estant  churches  and  more  than 
7,000  Catholic  churches  open. 
Many  of  the  newly  opened  church 
buildings  are  new.  Either  there 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Iweeta  and 
Kenneth  McIntosh  served  10 
years  as  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Hong  Kong.  Since 
January  1978  they  have  made 
many  visits  to  China  and  have 
been  supportive  of  the  emerging 
church  in  China. 


was  no  church  there  originally  or 
the  condition  of  the  existing  build¬ 
ing  could  not  be  salvaged. 

All  the  major  world  denomina¬ 
tions  recognize  the  China  Chris¬ 
tian  Church.  It  considers  itself  a 
post-denominational  church — 
that  is,  it  does  not  bear  the  names 
of  denominations  which  helped 
the  pre-revolutionary  churches. 
Reliable  estimates  place  China's 
total  Christian  population  at  5 
million  Protestants  and  over  5 
million  Catholics  Christians,  but 
some  estimates  run  much  higher. 

Crowing  rapidly 

The  church  in  China  is  grow¬ 
ing  rapidly.  It  has  about  1,900 
pastors,  mostly  elderly  or  past  re¬ 
tirement  age,  with  some  500  stu¬ 
dents  in  seminaries. 

The  Chinese  Church  is  experi¬ 
encing  a  crisis  in  trained  leader¬ 
ship.  With  the  7,000  churches 
now  open,  plus  another  20,000 
meeting  places  and  with  only 
1,900  pastors,  one  can  easily  cal¬ 
culate  the  great  need  for  “shep¬ 
herds  of  the  flocks.” 

How  has  the  Church  in  China 
coped  with  the  lack  of  leader¬ 
ship?  The  solution  has  been  to 
turn  to  lay  men  and  women  in 
the  local  churches  and  meeting 
places.  The  laity  is  keeping  the 
church  alive  in  China  today. 

The  seminary  in  Nanjing  de¬ 
vised  an  ingenious  idea  of  a  cor¬ 
respondence  course  in  Bible 
studies  to  help  these  lay  leaders 
each  week. 

40,000  signed  up 

When  the  word  was  sent  out 
that  such  a  correspondence 
course  would  be  offered  for  any¬ 
one  interested,  40,000  people 
signed  up  for  the  program. 

When  the  program  was  original¬ 
ly  designed,  the  professors  had 
planned  to  help  by  asking  for  week¬ 
ly  assignments  to  be  sent  in,  to  be 
corrected  and  returned  to  the  stu¬ 
dents  who  prepared  them.  But  so 
many  people  were  interested  in  the 


studies  that  the  professors  could 
not  pursue  this  plan.  Instead,  the 
seminary  merely  sends  out  Bible 
study  suggestions  and  aids. 


A  new  plan  was  started  last  year 
in  which  200  students  were  chosen 
to  write  weekly  papers  which  are 
read  by  the  seminary  students  in 


local  churches  and  meeting  places. 
It  was  difficult  to  choose  the  200 
out  of  several  thousand  who  want¬ 
ed  in  the  program. 


TO  CHAIR  CAUCUS:  A  retired  General 
Electric  executive  has  been  elected  chairman  of 
the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus  of  evangelical 
United  Methodists.  Donald  Shell  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  will  succeed  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Mason,  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Tulsa,  Okla., 
in  January.  Mr.  Shell  headed  Good  News’  legis¬ 
lative  strategy  effort  at  the  last  four  General 
Conferences. 

SPIRITUAL  ACADEMY:  Applications 
are  being  accepted  for  the  eighth  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation,  sponsored  by  The  Upper 
Room.  The  academy  is  a  two-year,  in-depth  ex¬ 
perience  in  spiritual  development  designed  for 
both  clergy  and  laity.  Participants  meet  for 
eight  five-day  sessions  over  a  two-year  period.  A 
brochure  on  the  program  is  available  by  writing 
the  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  The  Upper  Room,  P.O. 
Box  189.  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff 


'Get  your  holy  peanuts!'  cry  Old  Otterbein  UMC's  crew 


By  MELISSA  LAUBER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

BALTIMORE — At  historic 
Old  Otterbein  United  Methodist 
Church,  peanuts  are  a  cash  crop. 

Members  of  the  church,  located 
just  a  long  fly  ball  away  from  the 
new  Orioles  Park,  can  be  found  at 
every  home  game,  hawking  pea¬ 
nuts  and  giving  informal  talks  on 
Methodist  history  to  many  of  the 
almost  25,000  baseball  fans  who 
pass  by  on  the  way  to  the  game. 

This  unique  fund-raiser,  expect¬ 
ed  to  realize  a  $32,000  gross  profit 
by  season’s  end,  was  discovered  by 
accident,  after  25  pounds  of  pea¬ 
nuts  were  donated  to  be  sold  at  a 


May  strawberry  festival. 

Only  two  of  the  104  small  bags 
were  sold,  however,  and  someone 
suggested  that  the  rest  might  be 
marketed  to  passersby  on  their 
way  to  an  early  ball  game.  Within 
an  hour,  all  were  gone  and  church 
members  realized  they  had  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  a  small  gold  mine. 

Peanut  profits  will  enable  the 
church  to  perform  the  continual 
task  of  repairing  its  buildings, 
said  Max  Powers,  church  treasur¬ 
er  and  premier  peanut  salesman. 

He  said  replacing  windowsills, 
which  “have  weathered  many  a 
snow  and  rain  since  1854.”  is  an 
immediate  concern.  Because  of 
the  church's  status  as  a  national, 


state  and  city  historical  landmark, 
no  comers  can  be  cut  in  maintain¬ 
ing  its  historic  appearance. 

Old  Otterbein  is  the  oldest 
church  building  in  the  city,  erect¬ 
ed  in  1785  at  a  cost  of  $6,000,  us¬ 
ing  bricks  discarded  from  ships 
in  the  nearby  harbor.  The  church 
can  date  its  beginnings  even  ear¬ 
lier,  in  1771. 

The  only  surviving  building  in 
Baltimore  where  Methodism’s 
first  bishop,  Francis  Asbury, 
preached,  Old  Otterbein  is  also 
the  cradle  and  mother  church  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 

Mr.  Powers,  who  was  the 
church’s  pastor  in  the  1970s,  has 
been  designated  its  unofficial  lec¬ 


turer,  dispensing  facts  about  the 
church  with  the  peanuts. 

And,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  older  members  and  those  who 
live  at  a  great  distance  away,  this 
fund-raiser  has  involved  almost 
all  the  church's  92  members'. 

“We’ve  even  had  women  from 
the  nearby  senior-citizen  high- 
rise,  who  aren’t  even  members  of 
our  church,  come  over  to  help” 
bag  the  peanuts  for  sale,  Mr. 
Powers  said.  Each  home  game 
means  filling  300-500  bags,  con¬ 
taining  400-900  pounds  of  nuts. 

On  game  nights,  three  sales¬ 
men  hit  the  streets  to  market  the 
$1  bags,  which  contain  nuts  that 
cost  the  church  about  22  cents. 


The  rest  is  pure  profit. 

One  night  recently  when  the 
Texas  Rangers  were  in  town,  fans 
were  treated  to  the  cry,  “Peanuts! 
Get  your  holy  peanuts!” 

And  one  Orioles  fan  comment¬ 
ed,  “If  we  help  the  old  church, 
maybe  God  will  help  (pitcher) 
Arthur  Rhodes.’ 

Although  the  congregation 
feels  it  would  be  remiss  if  it  did 
not  pray  for  the  Orioles,  it  is 
making  no  promises.  But  it  is 
making  money. 

Melissa  Lauber  is  a  staff  writer 
for  the  "United  Methodist  Connec¬ 
tion,"  the  newspaper  of  the  Balti- 
more-Washington  conference. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  plus  add  >8  for  8  words  to  your 
copy  for  our  contact  information  we  insert.  Cash 
must  accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertis¬ 
ing  or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  ATTTLAN,  Guatemala, 

hand  woven  by  the  Christian  Mayas.  All  liturgical 
colors  plus  the  world  renown  multicolor  with  the 
Jerusalem  cross  or  the  United  Methodist  cross  and 
(lame.  $35.00,  send  no  money,  shipped  on  approv¬ 
al.  Double  Mission  Outreach,  United  Methodist 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  congre¬ 

gation  in  comprehensive  university  community. 

Church,  Route  2,  Murphysboro.  IL  62966,  or  call 
(618)684-3890. 

Two  Sunday  services  averaging  5$0  total  atten¬ 
dance.  Qualities:  strong  interpersonal  skills,  knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodist  tradition,  dynamic 
leadership,  ability  to  motivate  choirs,  promote  con¬ 
gregational  involvement  Applicant  should  work 
well  with  all  ages  and  multiple  staff  team,  and  pro- 
mote  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles  and  groups. 
Bachelor’s  degree  required,  master's  preferred. 
Send  cover  letter  addressing  professional  goals,  re¬ 
sume.  and  references  by  October  1  to:  Music 
Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  400  West  Seventh,  Stillwater.  OK  74074. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week.  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 138.  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST:  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  ^excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YpUTH  MINISTRIES:  Full- 

youth  on  roll.  Tremendous  growth  possibilities. 
BlufT  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  733  Valley 
Street,  Birmingham.  AL  35226.  (205)  822-0910. 
Compensation  based  on  education  and  experience. 
Lay.  clergy,  and  diaoonal  inquiries  welcome. 

RUSSIA  ST  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 

Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study  pro¬ 
grams.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and  Seat¬ 
tle  $1695  to  $1995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 
7213.  Shrewsbury.  NJ  07702. 

member  growing  church.  Adult,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  choirs,  and  handbells/handchiroes.  Full-time 
salaried  position.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
SPRC.  Asbury  UMC.  10000  Candelana  Rd.  NE, 
Albuquerque.  NM  87112. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  David  and 

Margaret  Home  is  a  multi-service  agency  providing 
services  in  residential  treatment,  foster  home  pro¬ 
gram  and  non-public  school.  We  are  currently  seek¬ 
ing  someone  to  manage  all  aspects  of  fund 
development  and  public  relations.  Applicant  must 
have  at  least  three  years  experience  in  non-profit 
fundraising  They  must  also  have  excellent  writing 
skills,  have  knowledge  of  annual  giving  campaign, 
planned  giving  charitable  gift  annuity  and  public 
relations.  Salary  range  is  $43,000-64.000.  excellent 
fnnge  benefits  including  pension  plan.  Send  resume 
and  salary  history  to:  Henry  Whitney.  David  and 
Mai^arct  Home,  1350  Third  St.,  La  Veme.  CA 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR:  Part- 

time.  experience  in  C.E.  preferred,  good  skills  in  in¬ 
terpersonal  relations,  personal  commitment  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  ministry  of  the  UMC.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  personal  testimony  to:  Ashford  UMC, 
2201  S.  Dairy  Ashford.  Houston.  TX  77077,  (713) 
497-1146. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST 

Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses. 

1 5-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised  roof, 
electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation.  (817) 
458-4844. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRY  WITH  CHILDREN 

for  large  United  Methodist  Church.  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  degree  and  related  experience  preferred. 
Send  resumes  to:  Pamela  Russell,  West  End  United 
Methodist  Church,  2200  West  End  Avenue,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37203. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom.  2  bath  condo 

for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

Publishing  house  reduces  staff,  says  services  intact 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Seven  long-time 
staff  members  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Church  School  Publications 
Department  will  take  early  retire¬ 
ment  as  part  of  an  overall  cost-cut- 
ting  effort  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 

In  all,  35  of  1 ,000  staff  positions, 
from  clerical  staff  to  managers  and 
editors,  have  been  eliminated  this 
summer,  according  to  an  earlier 
memo  to  staff  from  Robert  K. 
Feaster,  president  and  publisher  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  Of  those  being  cut,  at  least 
17  chose  an  early-retirement  op¬ 
tion. 

The  Rev.  Duane  Ewers,  Church 
School  Publications  editor,  said 
seven  curriculum  staff  members  ac¬ 
cepted  early  retirement  and  several 
transferred  to  other  units  in  a  reor¬ 
ganization  Dr.  Ewers  said  reduces 
costs  but  maintains  the  level  of  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  church. 

The  interpretation  and  field  ser¬ 
vices  unit  has  been  eliminated,  and 
those  services  will  continue  under 
the  leadership  of  Jack  Gilbert,  man¬ 
aging  editor.  The  sales  division  of 


the  Publishing  House  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment  will  now  oversee  Curric-U- 
Phone,  an  800-number  information 
service.  Dr.  Ewers  said. 

Among  curriculum  staff  members 
retiring  are:  Donn  C.  Downall,  as¬ 
sociate  executive  editor  of  youth 
and  adult  publications,  employed 
since  1970;  Eunice  (Pat)  Floyd,  ex¬ 
ecutive  editor  of  special  resources 
for  children,  employed  since  1963; 
Emmie  Lou  Hendricks,  secretary  of 
the  Adult  Department,  employed 
since  1960;  Martha  D.  Wagner,  edi¬ 
tor  in  the  Children’s  Department, 
employed  since  1965;  the  Rev.  Do¬ 
ris  L.  Willis,  editor  in  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Department,  employed  since 
1975;  Lois  Mevis,  Curric-U-Phone 
consultant,  employed  since  1974; 
and  Les  Page,  curriculum  training 
coordinator,  employed  since  1970. 

In  an  unrelated  action,  a  Pan- 
Methodist  project  begun  in  1990  to 
create  age-level,  substance-abuse- 
awareness  materials  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  a  year  earlier  than  the 
projected  three  years,  Dr.  Ewers 
said,  phasing  out  four  positions. 

Two  of  the  four  staff  members  af¬ 
fected  have  found  other  jobs;  the 


other  two  are  eligible  to  apply  for  congregations  to  deal  with  sub¬ 
anticipated  vacancies  at  the  pub-  stance  abuse  in  their  communities 
lishing  house.  will  continue  at  denominational 

Training  to  equip  Pan-Methodist  and  local  levels,  Dr.  Ewers  said. 

Nurturing 

Your  newspaper  provides  a  constant, 
in  home,  spiritual  nurture  tool  to  your 
entire  congregation  beyond  the  worship 
experience. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily  or  Christine  Olsen, 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 


Excavation  finds  oldest 
church  to  date  in  Israel 


By  STEVE  RODAN 
Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— Archaeologists 
said  last  week  that  they  have  uncov¬ 
ered  a  fourth  century  church,  the 
oldest  yet  discovered  in  Israel. 

The  church  was  found  above  the 
ruins  of  a  Roman-period  sanctuary 
at  the  excavation  site  of  Banias  in 
northern  Israel  near  the  Lebanese 
border. 

Archaeologists  also  found  church 
towers  and  city  walls  of  the  Crusad¬ 
er  and  Mamaluke  periods. 

The  Crusader  period  lasted  from 
the  11th  to  13th  centuries,  followed 
by  the  invasion  of  the  Muslim  Mama- 
lukes  in  the  1 4th  and  1 5th  centuries. 

“These  finds  are  the  most  well 
preserved  ever  discovered  in  the 
country,”  said  Vassilios  Tzaferis, 
head  of  the  excavation  and  surveys 
division  of  the  Israel  Antiquities 
Authority. 

He  led  the  excavation  team, 
made  up  of  students  from  six  Amer¬ 
ican  universities. 

The  project  excavated  the  capital 
of  the  Roman  province  of  Banias,  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  first  century  by  one 
of  Herod’s  three  sons,  Philippus. 

For  100  years,  Cesarea  Philippi, 
or  Banias,  was  the  capital  of  the 
province  of  the  same  name,  which 
today  comprises  northern  Israel  and 


south  Lebanon.  At  one  point,  the 
city  had  a  population  of  30,000.  It 
prospered  until  the  Arab  conquest 
of  the  Holy  Land  in  630  A.D. 

Archaeologists  said  the  city  had 
always  carried  religious  signifi¬ 
cance.  It  was  built  near  the  place 
where  Herod  erected  a  temple  in  1 8 
B.C.  to  Augustus,  the  Roman  em¬ 
peror,  and  where  earlier  the  Greeks 
had  established  a  grotto  to  honor 
the  god  Pan. 

The  project  also  included  excava¬ 
tions  of  a  complete  Byzantine  street 
dating  back  to  the  fifth  century 
A.D.  Beneath  the  ruins  of  burned 
shops,  archaeologists  found  dozens 
of  pottery,  glass  and  copper  objects, 
coins  and  jewelry. 

In  another  excavation,  archaeolo¬ 
gists  said  they  learned  more  details 
of  the  city  of  Ekron,  one  of  the  five 
capitals  of  the  Philistines,  which 
had  been  previously  uncovered. 
The  project  team  was  made  up  of 
1 19  people,  including  Israeli,  Amer¬ 
ican  and  Canadian  scholars. 

Archaeologists  found  cultic  in¬ 
scriptions  and  several  altars,  which 
they  said  indicate  the  religious  prac¬ 
tices  of  the  late  Philistine  period, 
during  the  seventh  century  B.C. 

They  also  found  68  pieces  of  sil¬ 
ver  in  a  jug  believed  to  have  been 
hidden  just  before  the  Babylonian 
siege  of  Ekron  in  630  B.C. 


Into  the  fray 

Riding  into  this  instability  were 
John  Wesley  and  his  brother, 
Charles.  Their  converts  endured 
several  years  of  persecution,  mob 
attacks  and  abuse. 

On  Oct.  20,  1743,  John  Wesley 
himself  was  attacked  by  a  mob  and 
manhandled  for  five  hours  before  a 
mob  leader  named  “Honest  Mun- 
chin,”  impressed  by  Wesley’s  de¬ 
meanor  during  his  ordeal,  led  him 
to  safety  at  Wednesbury. 

A  year  later,  three  miles  east  of 
Wednesbury,  Francis  Asbury  was 
bom. 

Asbury — the  son  of  Joseph,  a 
farm  laborer,  and  Elizabeth  As¬ 
bury — grew  up  in  a  simple  brick 
cottage  where  his  parents  held  reli¬ 
gious  meetings. 

Several  Black  Country  people  had 
strong  religious  influence  on  him:  a 
Methodist  blacksmith  to  whom  he 
was  apprenticed  at  the  Old  Forge; 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth',* 1  the  most 
powerful  landowner  in  the  valley 
and  a  Methodist  sympathizer;  and 
Asbury’s  mother. 

The  Wesleys  returned  often  to  the 
Black  Country,  founding  societies 
and  schools. 

Asbury  was  a  26-year-old  itinerant 


Dear  Deborah 

"We  didn't  know  it  hurt  the  kids" 


Dear  Deborah: 

Several  years  ago  I  was  diagnosed 
with  a  serious  illness.  My  husband 
and  I  had  a  rough  time  for  a  while 
and  almost  separated.  But  we  were 
able  to  hang  on  and  now  I  am  much 
better. 

I  am  devastated  to  discover  what 
happened  to  my  children  during 
that  time. 

Recently  after  some  trouble  in 
school,  my  husband  and  I  took 
them  for  family  counseling.  It  is 
now  coming  out  how  afraid  the 
three  children  were.  We  were  un¬ 
aware  they  felt  like  that. 

Two  of  the  children  thought  I  was 
going  to  die.  The  other  one  thought 
it  was  his  fault. 

I  hope  you  can  print  this  and  let 
other  parents  know  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  more  aware  than  they 
might  think.  They  need  special  at¬ 
tention  when  the  family  as  a  whole 
is  struggling  with  crisis. 

Marjean 

Dear  Marjean: 

Thanks  for  writing  this  column  to¬ 


day.  I  hope  that  you  have  alerted 
other  parents  to  the  need  to  give  chil¬ 
dren  more  attention  when  there  is 
already  loo  much  for  the  adults  to 
cope  with. 

I  hope  that  many  churches  will  be¬ 
gin  to  offer  parent  education  and 
teach  families  how  to  communicate 
with  each  other  about  feelings  as 
well  as  behavior.  Many  families  also 
need  to  learn  conflict  management 
skills  that  will  then  be  available  in  a 
crisis. 

/  think  these  skills  are  compatible 
with  Christian  beliefs  and  biblical 
teachings.  Churches  have  a  real  op¬ 
portunity  to  help  members  and  the 
whole  community  learn  healthy 
ways  to  cope  with  trouble  and  disas¬ 
ters  as  well  as  illness. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


AUGUST  28,  1992 
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American  Methodism's  heritage  in 
smoke,  coal  of  England's  'Black  Coun 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 
Associate  Editor 


United  Methodist  visitors  to  Brit¬ 
ain  may  want  to  add  the  Black 
Country  to  their  itinerary.  Lying 
smack  in  the  middle  of  England,  the 
Black  Country  could  easily  be  called 
the  cradle  of  American  Methodism. 

There,  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley,  scored  many  tri¬ 
umphs  and  “the  apostle  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,”  Francis  Asbury,  was  born. 

So  turbulent  were  Methodism’s 
18th  century  Black  Country  begin¬ 
nings  that  it  seemed  unlikely  the 
upstart  Methodists  would  survive 
in  the  area  at  all. 

The  Black  Country  gets  its  name 
from  the  belching  foundry  smoke  of 
England’s  18th  century  early  indus¬ 
trial  revolution  and  from  a  thick 
seam  of  coal  that  was  heavily 
mined. 

The  countryside  was  in  a  state  of 
transition.  Poverty,  hardship  and 
poor  conditions  gave  rise  to  an  un¬ 
settled  and  volatile  population. 


COURTESY  OF  BLACK  COUNTRY  TOURISM 


At  left,  British  Methodist  Keith  Cheetham — costumed  as  Bishop  Francis  Asbury,  first  bishop  to  the 
American  Methodist  Church — stands  in  front  of  the  Asbury  Cottage  in  Great  Barr.  Tony  Dunn  portrays 
a  Black  Country  working  man.  The  Asbury  Cottage  is  open  to  the  public,  as  are  a  number  of  other  sites 
of  early  Methodism  in  England's  Black  Country. 


preacher  when  he  attended  his  first 
Methodist  conference  in  Bristol. 

There  he  heard  John  Wesley  ask, 
“Our  brethren  in  America  call 
aloud  for  help — who  are  willing  to 
help  them?” 

Asbury  immediately  volunteered 
and  was  accepted.  It  was  Tuesday, 
Aug.  26,  1771. 

Leaving  his  cottage — the  only  per¬ 
manent  home  he  would  ever  know — 
and  the  Black  Country  forever,  he 
went  to  America  where  he  became 
the  first  of  a  great  army  of  circuit  rid¬ 
ers  who  would  spread  the  Gospel 


from  the  east  coast  westward. 

The  first  bishop 

He  quickly  became  a  leader  of  the 
American  Methodists.  At  the  now- 
famous  1784  Methodist  “Christmas 
Conference”  in  Baltimore — which 
established  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  forerunner  body  of  what 
is  now  The  United  Methodist 
Church — Francis  Asbury  was  con¬ 
secrated  the  first  bishop  of  the 
American  Methodist  Church. 

The  Black  Country  of  Britain — 
no  longer  black  from  coal  smoke — 


has  never  forgotten  Francis  Asbury 
or  the  Wesleys.  Asbury’s  cottage  has 
been  restored  and  is  open  to  the 
public. 

An  early  Methodist  chapel  is 
open  at  the  Black  Country  Muse¬ 
um.  Many  other  Wesleyan  sites  are 
documented  and  marked  for  visi¬ 
tors  including  the  Oak  House  where 
John  Wesley  preached  and  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth's  farm  and  buildings. 
The  British  Methodist  Heritage 
Committee  and  Black  Country 
Tourism  were  the  sources  for  this 
article. 


Church  van  in 
four-car  wreck 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  summertime  church  outing 
for  1 1  children  and  their  two 
chaperones  ended  unhappily  re¬ 
cently  when  their  van  was  struck 
by  another  van  in  a  four-vehicle 
accident  near  the  central  Texas 
town  of  Hillsboro. 

The  group  from  Lorena  United 
Methodist  Church  was  on  its  way 
back  from  a  “Wonderful 
Wednesday”  outing  at  some  mu¬ 
seums  in  Fort  Worth,  said  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Soulen,  pastor. 

The  wreck  occurred  when  a  car 
northbound  on  Interstate  35 
blew  a  tire.  Out  of  control,  the 
car  struck  a  northbound  van, 
knocking  the  van  across  the  high¬ 
way  median.  The  van  struck  a 
third  vehicle,  sending  it  crashing 
into  the  southbound  church  van, 
Mr.  Soulen  said. 

Of  the  1 1  youngsters,  two  were 
seriously  injured.  Bret  Pledger,  9, 
broke  both  legs,  and  Christen 
Steling,  8,  broke  one  leg  in  the 
crash. 

The  group’s  two  adult  chaper¬ 
ones  suffered  broken  wrists.  The 
rest  of  the  youngsters  had  bumps 
and  bruises,  especially  around 
the  abdomen  where  their  seat- 
belts  cinched  on  impact. 

“At  the  time  of  the  accident,  I 
was  preaching  to  the  junior  high 
campers  at  Glen  Lake  [United 
Methodist]  Camp,”  said  Mr. 
Soulen.  “I  was  the  last  to  find 
out. 

“But  our  wonderful  church 
members  got  together,  went  to 
the  hospitals  to  see  how  everyone 
was,  then  made  calls  until  mid¬ 
night  to  let  everyone  in  the 
church  know  how  they  were.” 

Mr.  Soulen  said  the  congrega¬ 
tion  planned  a  “welcome  home” 
dinner  for  the  group  after  the  two 
most  seriously  injured  youngsters 
were  released  from  the  hospital. 

“We  are  indeed  thankful,”  he 
said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


'Unforgiven'  isn't  typical  Western 


History  of  Hymns 
Joyful  hymn  was  camp  song 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

“I  see  the  angel  of  death,  with 
snake  eyes.  I’m  afraid  to  die.  I  see 
Claudia  (his  deceased  wife).  Oh. 
I’m  scared.  I’m  dying.  . . .” 

Doesn’t  sound  much  like  the  Clint 
Eastwood,  the  avenger,  the  cool  dis¬ 
penser  of  violent  justice  in  “Dirty 
Harry”  and  other  movies,  does  it? 

But  this  is  Clint  Eastwood  as  Bill 
Munny  in  the  highly  praised  “Un¬ 
forgiven, ”  a  movie  western  like  no 
western  you’ve  seen  before. 

This  is  not  a  spoof  of  westerns  but 
a  radical  protest  against  the  senseless 
killing  and  violence  portrayed  in  the 
western  genre. 

Lesson  from  the  dusty  West 

In  this  statement,  the  movie  is 
consistent  with  the  social  principles 
of  many  Protestant  denominations. 
In  1985,  according  to  the  “Social 
Principles”  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  violence  was  declared  a 
major  health  problem  [by  the  Cen¬ 
ters  of  Disease  Control]. 

The  U.S.  public  attitude  toward  vio¬ 
lence  plays  a  major  factor  in  the  cause 
and  acceptance  of  violence  in  this  soci¬ 
ety,  the  “Social  Principles”  continue. 

“This  society  is  permeated  with 
images  and  myths  about  violence 
from  the  old  cowboy  movies  where 
justice  and  violence  became  synon¬ 
ymous.  . . .” 

“Unforgiven”  is  also  a  timely 
protest  against  continued  modem 
senseless  killing  in  divided  Yugosla¬ 
via  and  in  African  and  South  Amer¬ 
ican  nations. 

When  he  utters  his  words  of  exis¬ 
tential  despair  in  the  movie,  Munny 
has  been  beaten  by  a  cruel  sheriff, 
Little  Bill  Daggett  (Gene  Hackman) 
in  a  saloon  in  the  frontier  town  of 
Big  Whiskey  in  the  1880s. 

Formerly  a  hired  killer,  Munny 
lives  in  near  poverty,  barely  able  to 
support  his  two  children  as  a  hog 
farmer.  He  had  a  worshipful  rever¬ 
ence  and  continued  sense  of  faith¬ 
fulness  for  his  dead  wife. 

Badly  in  need  of  money,  he  is  en¬ 
ticed  by  a  young  alleged  killer  (Jaimz 
Woolvett)  to  go  with  him  to  claim 
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$  1 ,000  bounty  from  a  small  band  of 
prostitutes  in  Big  Whiskey. 

The  women  have  put  up  the  cash  to 
hire  killers  to  avenge  a  prostitute  who 
was  slashed  by  a  vicious  cowboy. 

An  unlikely  threat 

Aging,  inept  Munny  can’t  shoot  a 
tin  can  at  20  paces  or  mount  a  horse 
without  falling  off.  (Later,  in  a 
shoot-out,  he  is  asked  if  he  has  been 
shot.  No,  he  says,  “I  just  fell  off  my 
horse  on  my  head.”) 

His  younger  companion  turns  out 
to  be  severely  near-sighted.  They  are 
reluctantly  joined  by  a  neighbor  farm¬ 
er,  Ned  Logan  (Morgan  Freeman). 

In  Big  Whiskey,  the  three  must 
confront  Hackman’s  Daggett  whose 
gentle  speech  hides  his  disposition 
to  terror  and  torture. 


“Unforgiven,”  which  Mr. 
Eastwood  directed  and  produced, 
revives  the  spirit  of  one  of  the  late 
Louis  L’Amour’s  short  stories  in 
which  the  hired  killer  is  not  neces¬ 
sarily  bad.  Characters  in  the  movie 
have  good  and  bad  traits. 

The  movie  vacillates  from  come¬ 
dy  to  moral  statements  on  life  and 
death,  good  and  evil,  revenge  and 
forgiveness,  accountability  and 
even  on  “family  values.” 

Munny  and  his  companion  have 
little  taste  for  killing.  This  theme  de¬ 
velops  and  builds  to  make  this  one  of 
the  greater  anti-violence  movies. 

The  statement  against  violence  is 
so  strong  that  it  is  likely  some  of  the 
old  cowboy  and  vigilante  movies — 
even  with  Clint  Eastwood- — will 
never  seem  the  same. 

This  movie  surely  earns  for  Mr. 
Eastwood  forgiveness  for  some  of  his 
violent  excesses  in  movies  in  the  past. 


Sing  the  wondrous  love  of  Jesus: 

Sing  his  mercy  and  his  grace. 

In  the  mansions  bright  and  blessed 
He  'll  prepare  for  us  a  place. 

When  we  all  get  to  heaven, 

What  a  day  of  rejoicing  that  will  be! 
When  we  all  see  Jesus, 

We'll  sing  and  shout  the  victory. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

In  the  last  decades  of  the  1 9th 
century,  the  Methodist  camp  meet¬ 
ing  at  Ocean  Grove,  N.J.,  was  an 
exciting  place  to  be  every  summer. 

Throngs  of  people  moved  to 
Ocean  Grove  to  share  in  the  camp¬ 
meeting  experience.  They  gathered 
there  in  a  great  tabernacle  to  enjoy 
the  sound  of  enthusiastic  singing 
and  preaching. 

Two  women,  both  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  met  at  Ocean  Grove,  and  are 
responsible  for  writing  the  words 
and  music  of  the  hymn.  One  can 
imagine  the  thrilling  sound  of  the 


great  congregation  at  Ocean  Grove 
singing  this  hymn. 

Eliza  Edmunds  Hewitt,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  Sunday  school  children's 
worker,  wrote  the  words.  Emily  D. 
Wilson,  wife  of  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  wrote  the  music  in  1898;  it  was 
published  in  Philadelphia  that  year. 

Mrs.  Wilson  wrote  other  hymn 
tunes,  but  only  this  one  has  sur¬ 
vived  and  it  is  sung  frequently  in 
evangelical  churches. 

Here  is  a  joyful  tune  that  sings 
easily  and  reaches  a  thrilling  climax 
in  the  singing  of  “When  we  all  see 
Jesus,  we’U  sing  and  shout  the  vic¬ 
tory!” 

In  addition  to  this  text  of  great 
confidence  in  the  future  life,  Mrs. 
Hewitt  is  the  author  of  two  very  fa¬ 
miliar  hymns:  “There  Is  Sunshine 
in  My  Soul  Today”  and  “More 
About  Jesus  Would  I  Know.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Master,  Let  Me  Walk  with  Thee " 


Network  TV  topics:  Thomas 
Merton,  religion  and  women 


WARNER  BROS.  PHOTO 

Clint  Eastwood  stars  as  William  Munny,  an  outlaw  with  no  taste  for 
violence,  in  "Unforgiven." 


Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Major  televi¬ 
sion  networks  will  air  programs  in 
September  on  the  life  of  Thomas 
Merton,  a  Trappist  monk  and  writ¬ 
er,  and  on  religion’s  role  in  improv¬ 
ing  the  social  and  economic  status 
of  women. 

“Merton:  A  Film  Biography”  will 
air  on  ABC-TV  Sunday,  Sept.  20,  at 
12:30  p.m.  Eastern  Daylight  Time 
(EDT).  The  one-hour  documentary 
will  focus  on  Merton’s  life  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Columbia  University,  his 
conversion  to  Catholicism  and  his 
work  as  a  writer  and  advocate  for 
peace  and  justice. 

Merton’s  conversion  was  the  top¬ 
ic  of  an  autobiography,  “The  Seven 
Storey  Mountain,”  which  became 
an  international  best-seller  when  it 
was  published  in  1948. 


Both  programs  have 
received  funding  from 
the  Catholic 
Communication 
Campaign. 

“She  Shall  Overcome:  Religion 
and  the  Struggle  for  Women’s 
Rights,”  to  air  on  CBS  Sunday, 
Sept.  27,  at  1 1  a.m.  EDT,  will  ex¬ 
amine  how  major  faith  groups  are 
working  to  improve  quality  of  life 
for  women  and  families.  The  pro¬ 
gram  is  part  of  CBS’s  “Religion  in 
Culture”  series. 

Both  programs  have  received 
funding  from  the  Catholic  Commu¬ 
nication  Campaign,  a  project  of 
U.S.  Catholic  bishops. 
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RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC 

1500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon ,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 


Board  Has  New  Director  Ways  Homes  Are  Acquired 


DIRECTOR  —  The  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon,  |r.,  pictured  above,  is 
the  new  Executive  Director  of 
the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board. 


In  an  effort  to  live  within  its  operating  income,  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board,  Inc.  moved  out  of  its  offices  in  the  Conference  Office  Build¬ 
ing  in  Baton  Rouge  and  went  from  a  full  time  Director  to  a  part-time  Di¬ 
rector.  This,  along  with  other  economies,  reduced  the  yearly  operating 
budget  from  $42,689.00  to  $  1 8,000.00. 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.  was  hired  as  part-time  Director.  He  is  also  serv¬ 
ing  part-time  as  the  Minister  of  Visitation  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  This  church  has  graciously  allowed 
him  to  use  their  office  space  for  both  jobs,  thus  saving  the  Board  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  renting  office  space.  The  church  also  allows  the  Board  to  use  its 
phone  line,  with  the  Board  paying  only  for  the  long  distance  calls  it  makes. 
The  Director’s  office  address  is  1 500  Country  Club  Road,  Lake  Charles, 
LA  70605.  The  office  phone  number  is  (318)  474-1500.  The  Director’s 
home  phone  is  (3 1 8)  474-7833. 

With  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.  (notice  the  resolution  on  this 
page),  the  board  elected  Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  of  Lake  Charles,  to  be  the 
new  Treasurer. 


There  are  three  ways  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  acquires 
homes.  The  first  way  is  through  be¬ 
quests.  Those  who  are  interested 
in  this  method  have  three  options: 
(1)  In  their  will  they  can  leave  their 
home  to  the  Board  for  use  as  a  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  Home;  (2)  In  their 
will  they  can  leave  a  portion  of  their 
cash  assets  to  the  Board  with  which 
to  build  a  new  home;  (3)  While  still 
living  in  their  home  they  can  donate 
their  home  to  the  Board  but  retain 
lifetime  use.  The  benefit  is  two-fold: 
(a)  they  receive  an  immediate  tax 
reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  mar¬ 


ket  value  of  their  home,  and  (b) 
upon  their  death  their  home  will 
not  be  subject  to  an  estate  tax. 

The  second  way  is  through  joint 
venture  with  a  local  church. 

A  number  of  homes  have  been  ac¬ 
quired  by  a  local  church  putting  up 
half  the  purchase  price  of  the  home 
with  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  providing  the  other  half  up 
to  $30,000.00.  The  church  then  gets 
to  name  the  first  residents  of  that 
home.  The  home  becomes  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  who  will  then  assign  future 


residents. 

The  third  way  is  through  joint 
venture  with  a  retired  minister.  Sev¬ 
eral  homes  have  been  acquired  by  a 
retired  minister  and/or  his  or  her 
friends  providing  half  the  purchase 
price  of  the  home  with  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  providing 
the  other  half  up  to  $30,000.00. 
Though  the  home  belongs  to  the 
Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board, 
that  minister  and  his  spouse  live  in 
that  home  during  their  lifetime. 
Upon  the  death  of  both,  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  Board  assigns  fu¬ 
ture  residents. 


Testimonials  From  Residents 

It  was  very  comforting  to  know  that  on  such  short  notice  there  was  a  place 
where  I  could  live  and  the  cost  would  be  something  I  could  afford.  I  am  very 
thankful  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  providing  such  beautiful  homes  for 
the  retired  and  widowed. 


—  Barbara  Scott  — 

When  I  was  just  a  boy.  approximately  seven  and  one-half  years  old.  I  re¬ 
ceived  this  strange  call  of  God  in  the  Methodist  Church.  My  folks  were  of  an¬ 
other  denomination,  so  my  mother  seemed  to  do  all  in  her  power  to  see  that 
I  would  never  be  a  Methodist  pastor  (preacher).  I  therefore  floundered  for 
years. 

My  brothers  and  I  became  country  music  entertainers.  Later  I  gave  that 
up  to  settle  down,  marry,  and  follow  God,  trying  to  minister,  preach,  etc.  in 
many  circumstances. 

Practically  broke,  I  was  approached  by  George  Sherman  to  go  into  this 
calling.  I  did  so,  but  because  of  my  floundering  and  getting  out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  music  world,  I  did  not  have  funds  to  acquire  a  home. 

Thank  God  for  a  beautiful  little  United  Methodist  Retired  Minister’s 
Home  in  such  a  beautiful  community  of  people  like  Downsviile,  Louisiana. 

—  Homer  V.  Bailes  — 


One  of  the  things  I  appreciate  most  about  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  and  its  program  is  the  fact  that  when  I  retired  from  the  active  minis¬ 
try  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  one  of  the  retired  homes  was  made  avail¬ 
able  to  Mrs.  Conerly  and  me.  This  meant  that  we  could  retire  with  dignity, 
knowing  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Methodist  people  of 
Louisiana  still  cared  —  even  for  a  retired  preacher. 

—  Abe  M.  &  Melonea  F.  Conerly  — 


A  RESOLUTION 

The  Retired  Ministers  Home  Board,  Inc. 
The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


WHEREAS: 

The  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  has  provided 
lodging  for  retired  ministers 
and  spouses  during  some 
four  decades  in  the  life  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference; 

WHEREAS: 

The  lives  of  dozens  of 
ministers  and  spouses  have 
been  blessed  by  this 
provision  of  retirement 
homes;  now  and  in  future 
years; 

WHEREAS: 

The  love  and  appreciation  of 
thousands  of  individuals  and 
groups  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  been 
expressed  and  demonstrated 
through  this  program; 

WHEREAS: 

The  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  program  has  been 
initiated  and  executed  by  the 
dedicated  efforts  of 
volunteers  from  every  walk 
of  life; 

WHEREAS: 

One  man,  Mr.  Mike  John, 
Jr.,  of  Monroe,  La.  has  given 
more  than  thirty  years  of 
service  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Board,  symbolizing  the 
generous  and  consecrated 
spirit  of  the  entire  program; 

WHEREAS: 

Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.  has 
served  with  a  rare 


combination  of  love  and 
ability,  without  once 
requesting  pay  or  even 
reimbursement  of  travel  or 
other  expense  involved; 

WHEREAS: 

On  June  30,  1992,  Mr.  Mike 
John,  Jr.  retired  as  Treasurer 
of  the  Board  and  has  passed 
on  his  responsibilities  to 
others; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE 
RESOLVED: 

That  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board,  Inc.  in  session 
in  Shreveport,  La.  on 
Monday,  June  1,  1992, 
authorized  the  design  and 
delivery  of  a  plaque 
recognizing  the  service  of 
Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.; 

That  the  aforesaid  plaque 
having  been  designed  and 
delivered,  this  resolution  is 
adopted  by  the  Board; 

That  this  resolution  be  given 
to  Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.  and  a 
copy  of  it  be  made  available 
for  publicity  related  to  the 
promotion  of  the  Retired 
Ministers  Homes  program; 
That  the  continuing  gratitude 
and  love  of  the  Board  and  all 
who  are  involved  in  the 
program  be  expressed  herein 
to  Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr.  with 
sincere  prayers  for  his  joy 
and  well-being  in  his 
retirement. 


SUPPORT 

THE 

RETIRED 
MINISTERS 
HOMES  BOARD 

WITH  AN 
OFFERING 

IN 

SEPTEMBER 


Board's  Greatest  Need! 

Presently  the  greatest  need  of  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  is  for 
operating  funds.  We  have  forty  homes,  a  duplex  and  five  apartments.  Each 
year  these  dwellings  get  older  and  are  more  in  need  of  repair.  Though  the 
residents  pay  74  per  square  foot  of  living  space  per  month  for  mainte¬ 
nance,  it  is  getting  to  the  place  where  this  will  not  cover  all  the  repairs  that 
need  to  be  made.  . 

Also  it  costs  to  promote  and  administer  this  program.  In  recent  years 
giving  by  individuals  and  local  churches  has  fallen  off.  The  Board  has  done 
its  best  to  cut  operating  costs  but  we  have  reached  the  place  where  addi¬ 
tional  cuts  will  become  counter  productive.  If  every  church  gives  their  laity 
the  opportunity  to  give  through  a  special  collection  during  the  month  of 
September,  this  pressing  need  would  be  easily  met! 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD  MEMBERS 

As  Of  June  1, 1992 

Mr.  Earle  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary  Dr.  Larry  Robertson 
P.O.  Box  806  P.  O.  Box  545 

Amite,  LA  71422  Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 

(O)  504/748-7 118  (O)  504/386-356 1 

(H)  504/748-7455  (H)  504/386-6545 


Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot, 

Superintendent  of  Properties 
1119  Carey  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(H)  318/251-2236 

Mr.  Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Drive 
Pineville,  LA  71301 
(H)  318/443-2772 

Mr.  George  Gladney 
Route  3,  Box  210 
Rayville,  LA  71269 
(O)  318/728-6488 
(H)  318/728-3008 

Mrs.  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Treasurer 
Rt.  16,  Box  1549 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(H)  318/477-6592 

Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 
401  Sherrouse  Ave. 

Monroe,  LA  71203 
(O)  318/343-3033 
(H)  318/343-3348 

Mr.  Lewis  Love,  Chairman 
P.  O.  Box  1219 
Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 
(O)  318/255-8740 
(H)  318/255-2342 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
810  Redbud  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
(H)  318/251-9099 


Mr.  Eugene  Scott 
316  Medorah  Drive 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
(H)  318/323-1756 

Mrs.  Joanne  White 
99  Woodlawn 
Boyce,  LA  7 1 409 
(O)  318/443-5602 
(H)  318/443-1349 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
P.  O.  Box  60 
Berwick,  LA  70342 
(O)  504/384-7168 
(H)  504/385-2695 

EX  OFFICIO: 

Director . 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr. 

1 500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(O)  318/474-1500 
(H)  318/474-7833 

Chairman,  Board  of  Pensions 

Mr.  Welton  Brumfield 
206  LaSare 
Amite,  LA  70422 
(O)  504/748-5558 
(H)  504/748-9071 

Cabinet  Representative 

Dr.  James  M.  Poole 
P.  O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 
(O)  318/251-2690 
(H)  318/255-2041 


Life  Member 
Mr.  Mike  John,  Jr. 

P.  O.  Box  1152 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(O)  318/323-2014 
(H)  318/322-6473 


RESIDENTS 


Acadiana  District 

Unit  101  —  Franklin  —  Dr.  & 
Mrs.  Albert  Hurley  (Eleanor) 

Unit  102  —  Lafayette  —  Mrs. 
Janelle  McCammon 
Unit  103  —  Lafayette  —  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  Donald  J.  Hall  (Evelyn) 
Unit  104  —  New  Iberia  - — 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  L.  Baker,  Jr. 
(Kathy) 

Alexandria  District 

Unit  201  —  Alexandria  — 
Mrs.  Clarice  Flurry 
Unit  202  —  Jonesville  —  Ms. 
Cathy  Cotton 

Unit  203  —  Natchitoches  — 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Abe  M.  Conerly  (Me¬ 
lonea) 

Unit  204  —  Pineville  —  Mrs. 
Estelle  D.  Dameron 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Unit  301  —  Baton  Rouge  — 
Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Douglas 
Unit  302  —  Baton  Rouge  — 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 
(Betty) 

Unit  303  —  Plaquemine  — 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Cleburne  Quaid 
(Jane) 


Lake  Charles  District 

Unit  401  —  Westlake  —  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  James  C.  Skinner  (Barba¬ 
ra) 

Monroe  District 

Unit  501  —  Rayville  —  Rev. 
Cecil  C.  Mims 

Unit  502  —  Rayville  —  Mrs. 
Shirley  N.  Wall 

Unit  503  —  Monroe  —  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  (Vel¬ 
ma  June) 

Unit  504  —  West  Monroe  — 
Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 

New  Orleans  District 

Unit  601  —  Mrs.  Bernice  Tay¬ 
lor 

North  Shore  District 

Unit  701  —  Amite  —  Mrs.  M. 
L.  Davis  (Betty) 

Unit  702  —  Hammond  — 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Messer 
Unit  703  —  Slidell  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor  (Hazel  Lea) 
Unit  704  —  Ponchatoula  — 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 
(Mary) 


Ruston  District 

Unit  801  —  Minden  —  Mrs. 
Annie  Durbin 

Unit  802  —  Minden  —  Mrs. 
Alma  Milem 

Unit  803  —  Ruston  —  Dr.  & 
Mrs.  Doug  McGuire  (Mabel) 

Unit  804  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 
Adomma  Cain 

Unit  805  —  Ruston  —  Rev. 
William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

Unit  806  —  Bernice  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  John  R.  Oldham  (Dixie) 
Unit  807  —  Homer  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  Ed  Parks  (Becky) 

Unit  808  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 
Fred  Akin 

Unit  809  —  Ruston  —  Mr. 
Drew  Robertson 
Unit  810  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 
Claude  Crotwell  (Jimmy  Lou) 
Unit  811  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 
Obera  Fader 

Unit  8 1 2  —  Ruston  —  (Empty 
as  of  6-1-92) 

Unit  813  —  Ruston  —  Rev. 
Leo  Beck 

Unit  814  —  Ruston  —  Rev. 
Dorothy  M.  McGowen 
Unit  815  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 


Grace  Spinks 

Unit  816  —  Ruston  —  Mrs. 
Roy  Garrett  (Marguerite) 

Unit  817  —  Ruston  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot  (Altha) 

Unit  818  —  Downsviile  — 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes 
(Mary  Margaret) 

Shreveport  District 

Unit  901  —  Mansfield  —  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  George  W.  Harbuck 
(Nancy) 

Unit  902  —  Belcher  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  William  B.  “Jack"  Shaw 
(Margie) 

Unit  903  —  Coushatta  —  Rev. 
&  Mrs.  William  V.  Sirman 
(Carolyn) 

Unit  904  —  Vivian  —  Rev.  & 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter  (Win- 
nifred) 

Unit  905  —  Shreveport  — 
Rev.  Harold  Longfellow 

Unit  906  —  Bossier  City  — 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Fred  W.  Schwindi- 
mann  (Beth) 

Unit  907  —  Bossier  City  — 
(Empty  as  of  8-1-92) 

Unit  908  —  Bossier  City  — 
Mrs.  Barbara  M.  Scott 
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Bishop  Oden  and  other  Louisiana  Conference  officials  and  an  UM- 
COR  representative  visit  with  the  Rev.  Tommy  Bergeron,  pastor  of 
Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan  City,  as  they  assess  damage  to  the  church. 


UMCOR,  Louisiana  Clergy 
Assess  Hurricane  Damage 


(Editor’s  Note:  This  report  vras 
written  in  Baton  Rouge  by  aid  of 
candlelight  on  Friday  morning  Aug. 
28.  two  days  after  Hurricane  Andrew 
left  town  to  become  part  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  history.) 


Pharr  Church  in  Morgan  City  has 
literally  become  “the  church  of  the 
open  door”  —  as  described  by  their 
sanctuary  banner.  The  front  doors, 
windows  and  louvered  shutters  were 
blown  off  in  the  storm. 


The  day  after  Hurricane  Andrew 
hit  sections  of  Louisiana,  a  small 
group  loaded  into  a  van  and  left  the 
Conference  headquarters  in  Baton 
Rouge  to  visit  some  of  the  areas 
hardest  hit  by  the  hurricane.  The 
group  went  to  assess  damage  and 
determine  needs. 

Included  were  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
William  Oden;  Dr.  Guy  Ames,  rep¬ 
resenting  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR);  Dr. 
Gerald  Richardson,  superintendent 
of  the  Acadiana  District;  the  Rev. 
Scott  Adams  and  the  Rev.  Jack 
Phelps,  Conference  chair  and  Aca¬ 
diana  District  coordinator  of  the 
Conference  Disaster  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee,  respectively;  Dr.  Don  Cot- 
trill,  executive  director,  Council  on 
Ministries,  and  Mike  Clements,  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 

The  group  appraised  damage  to 
churches,  parsonages  and  commu¬ 
nities  as  a  whole  and  began  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  church’s  response.  The 
bishop  and  other  clergy  also  ex¬ 
pressed  prayers  and  concerns  for 
the  whole  church  and  raised  prayers 
of  thanksgiving  for  the  lives  and 
property  spared. 

Brunt  of  Storm 

The  lower  part  of  Acadiana  Dis¬ 
trict  suffered  the  brunt  of  Andrew’s 
force.  The  group,  among  the  earliest 
outside  visitors,  went  to  Lafayette, 
New  Iberia,  Jeanerette,  Baldwin, 
Franklin,  Morgan  City,  Berwick 
and  Patterson.  Unreachable  at  the 
time,  but  also  in  need  of  help,  were 
Dulac  and  Golden  Meadow. 

Along  the  way  the  visitors  saw  re¬ 
sults  of  Andrew  —  huge,  ancient 
oak,  pine  and  Cypress  trees  either 
split  in  two,  uprooted  or  snapped. 
Some  of  the  trees  landed  on  homes, 
businesses  and  barns.  Miraculously, 
many  more  trees  lay  beside  build¬ 
ings.  This  caused  major  clean-up 
problems  but  no  loss  of  lives. 

Electrical  power  was  out  in  many 
areas.  Crops  especially  sugar  cane, 
were  left  tilting  over  just  as  the  wind 
had  blown  them.  Much  of  this  cash 
crop  appeared  to  have  been  lost. 

Trailers  and  trailer  parks  were  in 
shambles.  Debris  of  aluminum,  fiber¬ 
glass  insulation,  clothing  and  furni¬ 
ture  could  be  seen  among  what  used 
to  be  trailer  park  communities. 

Damage  to  Churches 

Our  churches  and  parsonages  have 
lost  roofs,  ceilings,  windows  and  doors. 
There  is  water  damage  throughout. 
Many  tree  limbs  and  refuse  from  the 
outside  litters  sanctuaries. 

Our  church  in  Patterson  lost  the 
cross  from  the  top  of  the  steeple.  It 
ended  right  side  up  in  the  front  yard 
of  the  church.  While  the  visitors 
were  there,  a  neighbor  from  across 
the  street  returned  the  church  sign 
that  had  landed  in  her  front  yard. 

Asbury  Church  in  Franklin  lost 
the  entire  roof  and  several  shards  of 
stained  glass  could  be  seen  standing 
straight  up,  jabbed  into  the  ground. 


Hope  and  Optimism 

In  the  midst  of  the  destruction, 
the  visitors  also  found  hope  and  op¬ 
timism.  The  pastors  visited  have  a 
clear  picture  of  the  damage.  Along 
with  congregation  members,  they 
are  rolling  up  their  sleeves  to  put 
"things  right  at  the  church. 

They  are  not  alone  in  their  re¬ 
sponse.  Even  before  the  hurricane  hit 
the  Louisiana  coast,  the  connectional 
church  ties  became  .apparent.  United 
Methodist  volunteers  have  called 
from  Texas,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
North  and  South  Carolina  and  other 
areas  offering  immediate  assistance. 

Our  own  conference  churches 
have  started  their  assistance.  For 
example,  on  Sunday,  Aug.  30,  the 
first  full  day  power  had  been  re¬ 
stored  to  Broadmoor  UMC.  Baton 
Rouge,  a  drive  was  underway  to  col¬ 
lect  items  for  Clanton  Chapel  and 
Dulac  Community  Center.  Food, 
cleaning  supplies,  clothing  and 
money  were  being  collected.  A 
truck  was  ready  to  get  the  supplies 
to  Dulac  as  soon  as  possible. 

UMCOR  is  already  in  Louisiana 
and  their  work  is  beginning. 

Lights  and  power  will  be  restored. 
It  will  take  months  but  homes, 
churches  and  communities  will  be 
repaired.  Lives  will  be  mended  and 
renewed.  In  the  midst  of  the  devas¬ 
tation  will  come  rebirth.  Our 
churches  in  the  communities  and 
beyond  will  provide  help  and  hope. 

—  Don  Cottrill 


Churches  Asked 
To  Take  Offering 
For  Storm  Relief 

All  Louisiana  churches  are 
asked  to  receive  an  offering  to 
aid  our  local  churches  and  our 
ministries  to  ail  who  were,  af¬ 
fected  by  Hurricane  Andrew. 

Offerings  are  requested  to  be 
taken  on  the  Sundays  of  Sept.  6 
and  13. 

Checks  should  be  made  pay¬ 
able  to  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  marked  “For  Louisiana 
Hurricane  Disaster  Relief’  and 
sent  to  the  Conference  treasurer 
with  a  lilac  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  form.  This  offer¬ 
ing  will  be  the  Bishop’s  Appeal 
for  Hurricane  Andrew  within 
the  Louisiana  Conference. _ 

Sarah  Schoeffler 
Is  Named  Director 
Of  Emergency  Relief 

Bishop  Oden  has  named  Sarah 
Schoeffler  of  Lafayette  as  director 
of  Emergency  Relief  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference.  Her  responsibil¬ 
ities  will  be  to  coordinate  volunteer 
assistance  by  United  Methodist 
Churches  to  victims  of  Hurricane 


Louisiana  UMW  Meeting/Celebration  Slated  in  Slidell  Church 
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Norma  Winegeart  |an  Randolph  Celina  T.  Johnson  Gail  Epperson 


Edith  Ming,  UMW  Speaker 
Hears  the  World's  Music 


Edith  W.  Ming,  who  will  present 
“Musical  Interlude”  and  will  be 
keynote  speaker  for  the  Louisiana 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s 
Meeting  Sept.  18 
in  Slidell,  has 
heard  the  music 
of  the  world  in 
her  travels.  She 
was  contacted  at 
3  her  home  in  New 

i'  Orleans  as  she 

, l  ...  packed  to  move 

Edith  W.  Ming  Atlanta  where 

she  and  her  husband  will  assume 
new  responsibilities  in  the  AME 
Church. 

Ming  said  she  will  speak  on  the 
theme,  “Here  Am  I.  Lord,”  from 
her  experiences  as  an  episcopal  su¬ 
pervisor  of  her  own  denomination 
and  from  her  world  travels  in  that 
capacity  and  as  president  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women.  Last  year  she  completed 
the  term  as  president  that  started  in 
1986  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  In  the  fed¬ 
eration  are  10  million  Methodist 
women  including  United  Method¬ 
ists. 

“As  the  wife  of  a  bishop  in  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  I  am  in  charge  of  motivat¬ 
ing,  inspiring  and  teaching  women 
and  young  people  in  the  episcopal 
area,"  she  explained.  Her  husband. 
Bishop  Donald  Ming,  has  served 
the  AME  area  that  includes  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  Mississippi,  and  now  he 
will  be  episcopal  leader  of  Georgia 
which  includes  about  525  churches. 


In  South  Africa 

“We  served  in  South  Africa  from 
1976-80  after  the  riots  of  Soweta, 
quite  an  explosive  time  to  be 
there,"  she  mentioned.  “We’ve  also 
been  in  the  Caribbean.  Each  has  its 
own  culture  and  music.  Each  of  the 


Caribbean  areas  are  states  unto 
themselves  with  their  own  govern¬ 
ment.  There  is  such  a  level  of  pover¬ 
ty  in  these  areas.  However,  there 
was  a  great  intermingling  of  spir¬ 
its.” 

She  said  she  came  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  “we  don’t  have  all  the  an¬ 
swers  and  we  shouldn’t  try  to  make 
them  into  western  copies  of  our¬ 
selves.  We  need  to  learn  from 
them.” 

While  in  the  islands  and  in  Africa 
she  enjoyed  the  music.  Later  when 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Worship 
and  Liturgy  Commission  this  same 
music  found  its  way  into  AME's  Bi¬ 
centennial  Hymn  Book.  “I  notated 
and  transcribed  some  of  the  music  I 
heard,"  she  said.  “I  absorbed  some 
of  the  culture  and  the  music  —  very 
exciting." 


Music  Is  Universal 

She  continued,  “Music  is  a  uni¬ 
versal  binding  force.  Although  we 
don’t  all  speak  the  same  languages, 
we  can  sing  the  same  songs.  In  Ko¬ 
rea  we  sang  "What  A  Friend  We 
Have  In  Jesus,”  each  in  our  own 
language.  We  were  praising  God  to¬ 
gether.” 

Ming  has  been  music  director  for 
UMW  Schools  of  Missions  includ¬ 
ing  one  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  “I’ve  always  had  a  special 
relationship  with  the  UMW,"  she 
said.’Tve  always  found  them  to  be 
very  warm  and  very  welcoming.” 

In  fact,  she  was  made  an  honor¬ 
ary  UMW  member. 

Ming  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  country  and 
went  to  school  with  “persons  of  the 
Amish  persuasion." 

“The  Lord  has  led  me,”  she  said. 
“Each  place  I’ve  been  has  prepared 
me  for  something  else  that  was  to 
come.” 


To  provide  a  recreation  area  for  an  inner-city  group  at  Hollywood 
Elementary  School,  Baton  Rouge,  a  work  camp  from  Summer  Grove 
UMC,  Shreveport  scraped  paint  off  walls  of  an  old  gym. 


Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
Plans  Come-As-You-Are  Event  Sept.  6 


Expanding  on  the  idea  that  “A 
Congregation  That  Plays  Together, 
Grows  Together”  Bethany  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  has  planned  a  Come- 
As-You-Are  Event  for  Sunday, 
Sept.  6. 


Andrew. 

Not  all  communities  need  the 
same  kind  of  help.  Her  job  will  be 
to  determine  what  is  required  and 
how  to  get  it  to  the  persons  in  need. 

Schoeffler  is  an  active  lay  person 
in  First  UMC,  Lafayette,  in  Aca¬ 
diana  District  and  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference. 


The  Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Fisher, 
pastor,  said  the  event  will  include 
worship,  a  conference  and  picnic. 

Worship  at  10  a.m.  will  feature 
music  by  a  choir  made  up  of  all 
choirs  of  the  church. 

A  conference  after  the  service  will 
have  the  theme,  “The  Call  To  Be 
An  Efficient  Church." 

Hosts  will  be  members  of  several 
recent  Confirmation  Classes. 

Friends,  including  unchurched 
persons,  are  being  invited  to  a  pic¬ 
nic.  Members  will  wear  casual 
clothing  and  bring  picnic  lunches 
for  the  noon  meal. 


Theme  for  the  19th  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  of  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  on  Sept.  18-19 
will  be  "Here  Am  I.”  The  meeting 
and  celebration  of  “love  in  mis¬ 
sion”  will  convene  in  the  sanctuary 
of  First  UMC,  Slidell,  Friday,  Sept. 
18,  at  I  p.m. 

Jan  Randolph  is  the  church’s 
UMW  president;  Dorothy  Pierce  is 
president  of  the  North  Shore  Dis¬ 
trict  UMW,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph 
McClain  the  host  pastor. 

Making  arrangements  is  an  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  Task  Group  headed 
by  Celina  T.  Johnson.  Gail  Epper¬ 
son  is  in  charge  of  local  arrange¬ 
ments. 

Presiding  will  be  Conference 
President  Norma  Winegeart.  The 
Rev.  William  D.  Peeples,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  North  Shore  District, 
will  preach  at  the  Communion 
Meditation.  Edith  W.  Ming,  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus  of  the  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Women,  is  to  be 
keynote  speaker. 

Mary  Lou  Blakeman  will  install 
officers.  A  service  honoring  retiring 
officers  is  to  be  conducted  by  Vera 


Packer.  The  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell, 
pastor,  Felicity,  New  Orleans,  will 
conduct  a  Memorial  Service. 

“Here  I  Am,  Lord,”  the  theme 
hymn,  emphasizes  the  call  to  the 
purpose  of  mission. 

A  banquet  is  planned  and  partici¬ 
pants  will  also  be  encouraged  dur¬ 
ing  the  two-day  event  to  visit 
nearby  restaurants  that  feature  sea¬ 
food  as  a  specialty. 

Deadline  for  pre-registration  is 
Sept.  8.  Send  registration  to  Betty 
Crider,  1504  Ridgecrest  Dr.,  Slidell, 
70458,  make  checks  ($5)  payable  to: 
Louisiana  Conference  UMW.  In¬ 
clude  a  note  listing  UMW  office 
and  whether  one  is  a  voting  delegate 
or  obtain  registration  forms  at  local 
UMW  or  in  UMW  newsletter. 

Registration  at  the  conference  is 
$7.50.  Address  of  First  UMC  is  433 
Erlanger,  Slidell,  and  the  phone 
number  is  (540)  643-6437. 

Deadline  for  motel  reservations  is 
Sept.  4  and  the  headquarters  lodg¬ 
ing  is  at  Holiday  Inn,  I- 10  Service 
Road,  Gause  Boulevard  (Exit  266) 
Slidell,  LA  70461,  phone  (504)  643- 
9770. 


Young  people  and  leaders  from  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  are 
pictured  on  a  summer  mission  trip  to  Texas. 

100  Teddy  Bears  Distributed 

Church  Mission  Teams  Reach  Out  to  Help 


“What  did  you  do  this  summer?” 
is  a  question  often  asked  this  time 
of  year  when  school  begins  again 
and  fall  activities  get  underway  for 
all  ages. 

For  many  youths  and  adults  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  the  an¬ 
swer  concerns  mission  projects  in 
which  they  participated.  Some  have 
previously  been  featured  but  we 
continue  to  look  at  the  tremendous 
outreach  of  the  Conference  congre¬ 
gations. 

Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

The  Senior  High  Youth  of  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Shreveport,  took  a 
mission  trip  to  San  Marcos,  TX  this 
summer. 

The  team  and  their  adult  leaders 
spent  a  week  doing  construction 
and  repair  work  on  houses  of  elder¬ 
ly  and  indigent  persons. 

A  fun  part  of  the  mission  trip  was 
the  distribution  of  100  Teddy  Bears 
to  neighborhood  children.  Jay 
Waalk  is  director  of  youth  minis¬ 
tries  at  Broadmoor. 

Summer  Grove 

Nine  young  people  and  adults 
from  Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreve- 
.  port,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Ter¬ 
ry  Love,  associate  pastor,  were  in 
Baton  Rouge  for  a  week  working  on 
an  old  school  gymnasium  that  is  to 
be  used  as  an  inner-city  neighbor¬ 
hood  recreation  center.  At  the  for¬ 
mer  Hollywood  School,  the  gym 
needed  paint. 

Members  of  the  group  stripped 
paint  off  of  about  three-quarters  of 
the  interior  of  the  huge  building.  “It 
was  hot  and  dirty  work,  with  the 
flaking  paint  coming  down  in  their 
faces,”  the  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear, 
pastor,  said,  “but  they  said  the  mis¬ 
sion  was  a  wonderful  experience  for 
them.” 

Assisting  in  arranging  for  the 
project  was  CrossLines  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine.  The  Shreve¬ 
port  work  camp  participants 
“camped  out”  in  the  gym  at  Broad¬ 


moor  UMC  across  town  from  their 
mission  work  area. 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

Each  summer  a  medical  team 
from  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  that 
includes  Dr.  Don  Brian,  an  ortho¬ 
pedic  surgeon,  and  his  wife,  Donna, 
a  nurse,  go  on  a  medical  mission 
project.  This  year  a  medical  team  of 
adults  went  to  St.  Ann’s  Bay  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Jamaica. 

The  Jamaica  Medical  Mission 
team  of  persons  with  medical  back¬ 
grounds  and  others  willing  to  assist 
in  the  hospital,  included,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Brians,  Tina  De  Wolf, 
Beverly  Maxwell,  Mary  Oglesby, 
Doug  Boswell,  Mischea  McCrary, 
Trey  Vanderburg,  Marilyn  Padgett, 
Beverly  Guildon  and  Judy  and 
Robert  Campbell. 

About  15  members  of  the  youth 
group  of  the  church  and  their  adult 
leaders  also  went  to  Jamaica  as  part 
of  the  mission  team.  They  sanded, 
painted  and  repaired  a  school. 

Noel,  Shreveport 

Young  people  and  adults  from 
Noel  UMC,  Shreveport,  went  to 
Texas  to  work  with  the  Interfaith 
Hunger  Coalition  in  their  Commu¬ 
nity  Gardens  this  summer. 

In  addition  to  their  help  to  feed 
indigent  persons,  the  mission  team 
took  time  to  have  some  fun  at 
Astroworld,  Waterworld,  the  Gal¬ 
leria  in  Houston,  the  beaches  of 
Galveston  and  some  other  tourist 
spots. 

Participating  were  Heather  Brau, 
Chris  Brown.  Kim  Carney,  Kim 
Colvin,  Jeep  Cummings,  Eric  Gard¬ 
ner,  Scott  Gerardy,  Jeff  Hitchcock, 
Cessily  Jones,  Lauren  Knicely,  Sa¬ 
rah  Knighton,  Natalie  Lafferty, 
Todd  Meier,  Carrie  Modz,  Randy 
Monk,  Emily  Smith,  DeLynn  Stan- 
berry,  Lacy  Stuart,  Amanda 
Teutsch,  Todd  Wainwright,  Ragan 
Williams,  Matthew  Jenkins,  Bobra 
Brown.  Rich  Kamm  and  Gina  Jen¬ 
kins. 
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Give  and  give  again 


United  Methodists  can  take  pride 
in  the  fact  that,  even  before  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  hit  the  southern  U.S. 
last  week,  our  denomination’s  di¬ 
saster  relief  specialists  were  ready  to 
respond  (see  related  stories  and 
photos  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Teams  of  volunteers  went  quickly 
into  devastated  areas  and  almost 
immediately  begin  giving  aid  to  An¬ 
drew’s  victims. 

As  a  result,  our  church  was 
among  the  first — as  it  typically  is  in 
disaster  situations — to  respond  to 
Andrew’s  fury.  And,  in  contrast 
with  many  other  relief  agencies. 
United  Methodists  will  remain  to 
help  victims  recover  from  its  havoc. 

Such  responsiveness  is  no  acci¬ 
dent.  Our  church’s  domestic  and  in¬ 
ternational  relief  efforts, 
coordinated  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief,  are  made 
possible  by  the  generosity  of  ordi¬ 
nary  people  in  the  pew. 

This  generosity  is  expressed  not 
only  by  gifts  to  special  relief  requests 
but  also  by  a  percentage  of  yearlong 
giving  which  helps  maintain  UM- 


COR  offices  and  insure  reserve 
funds  for  addressing  future  crises. 

Numerous  times  during  recent 
years,  months  and  days  United 
Methodist  Christians  have  been 
challenged  to  reach  out  to  people  in 
crisis  worldwide.  We  must  continue 
to  do  so.  For  example,  amid  the  ur¬ 
gency  created  by  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew,  we  dare  not  forget  ongoing 
suffering  in  Somalia  and  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

Rather,  our  Christian  law  of  un¬ 
limited  love  requires  us  to  give  and 
give  again  even  if  we’re  tempted  to 
plead  “compassion  fatigue”  or  to 
ask  how  many  times  we  can  “go  to 
the  well"  before  the  well  runs  dry. 

Of  all  people,  however,  we  as  Je¬ 
sus’  followers  know  that  where  the 
living  water  of  God’s  love  is  flow¬ 
ing,  our  wells,  both  spiritual  and 
material,  have  a  remarkable  way  of 
remaining  full. 

Information  about  how  you  and 
your  congregation  can  help  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew’s  victims  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  newspaper.  We  urge 
you  to  respond  generously. 


REPORTER  STATE  PHOTO  BY  MIRE  CLEMENTS 

FRANKLIN,  La. — Louisiana  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  (right)  confers 
with  the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Walmsley,  pastor  of  Asbury  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Andrew.  United  Method¬ 
ists  can  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  our  church  was  among  the  first  to 
respond  to  damage  created  by  Andrew's  fury  and  that  it  will  be 
among  the  last  to  end  its  disaster  relief  ministries. 


Politicians'  God-talk  demeans  both  God  and  politics 


Attacks  and  counterattacks  by 
candidates  for  political  office  are 
nothing  new,  not  even  when  the  of¬ 
fice  pursued  is  the  U.S.  presidency. 

But  a  recent  indirect  exchange  re¬ 
garding  religion  between  this  year’s 
candidates  left  a  particularly  bad  taste. 

President  George  Bush  initiated 
the  exchange  by  chastising  his  op¬ 
ponent’s  party  for  not  mentioning 
“G-O-D”  in  its  platform.  Arkansas 
Gov.  Bill  Clinton  shot  back  by  say¬ 
ing,  in  effect,  that  he  and  his  party 
were  at  least  as  God-fearing  as  Mr. 
Bush  and  his  party! 

We  believe  that  such  religious  one- 
upmanship  as  practiced  by  both  sides 
in  this  year’s  presidential  campaign 
glorifies  neither  God  nor  politics. 


Ironically,  both  candidates  are 
professing  Christians  who  appear  to 
be  squarely  within  the  mainstream 
of  the  church.  Both  have  indicated, 
in  word  and  deed,  that  they  try  to 
link  their  personal  faith  to  their  per¬ 
formance  as  elected  public  officials. 

It’s  all  the  more  embarrassing, 
therefore,  to  witness  Christ-confess- 
ing  aspirants  to  the  nation’s  highest 
office  engaging  in  a  my-party-is- 
more-godly-than-yours  spat. 

Moreover,  it  trivializes  what 
should  be  a  crucial  part  of  any  assess¬ 
ment  of  candidates  for  public  office: 
discerning  if  and  how  their  spiritual 
identities,  if  any,  shape  their  moral 
choices  as  public  policymakers. 


As  Christians,  we  bear  responsi¬ 
bility  for  helping  each  other  reflect 
on  the  relationship  between  faith 
and  life — including  life  in  the  “fast 
lane”  of  politics — and  on  how  to 
explain  that  relationship  to  others. 

Unfortunately,  however,  we  all 
too  often  focus  on  personal  theol¬ 
ogy  and  morality  while  failing  to 
nurture  a  complementary  “public 
theology” — that  is,  one  reflecting 
and  acting  upon  the  reality  of  God’s 
presence  in  the  public  arena. 

Who  knows?  If  somewhere  dur¬ 
ing  their  Sunday-school  past  this 
year’s  presidential  candidates  had 
learned  that  combination  better 
than  they  or  their  “handlers”  appar¬ 


ently  have,  the  American  public 
might  have  heard,  instead  of  a  war 
of  pious-sounding  words,  an  illumi¬ 
nating  exchange  on  the  vital  rela¬ 
tionship  of  God  and  politics. 

Our  Lord  commanded  us  to  “give 
unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are  Cae¬ 
sar’s  and  to  God  the  things  that  are 
God’s”  (Matthew  22:21). 

That  provocative  wisdom  is  a 
good  place  for  all  of  us — presidents, 
would-be  presidents  and  private  cit¬ 
izens — to  begin  pondering  the  idea 
and  practice  of  a  public  theology. 

In  the  meantime,  when  it  comes 
to  assessing  the  God-talk  of  those 
seeking  our  vote  in  November,  an¬ 
other  scriptural  insight  applies:  “By 
their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.” 


cioC  Pontius'  Puddle 


My  Witness  ■= 

God  both  closes  and  opens  doors 


By  CATHY  LUCAS 

Life  is  miserable! 

Or  so  I  thought. 

I  spent  a  good  many  of  my  17 
years  of  marriage  in  numbness.  I 
found  that  I  could  survive  like  that. 
I  thought  that  that  was  bad,  but 
then  came  divorce. 

The  guilt,  the  shame;  self-esteem 
and  self-confidence  gone.  I  had  al¬ 
ways  been  Mrs.  So-and-so.  I  hid  be¬ 
hind  that — never  having  to  worry 
about  being  myself. 

But,  now  I  was  alone.  No  one  to 
hide  behind.  1  had  to  look  at  myself. 
Who  and  1?  What  will  I  do  with  my 
life? 

1  tried  to  deny  the  whole  situa¬ 
tion.  Denial  led  to  physical  and 
mental  problems.  I  couldn’t  handle 
it.  Life  was  not  only  miserable,  it 
was  unbearable. 

I  knew  I  needed  help.  I  couldn’t 
make  it  on  my  own — I  wasn’t 
strong  enough.  I  was  at  the  breaking 
point — 1  finally  admitted  defeat. 

That  was  the  point  where  I  felt 
God  enter  my  life.  I  had  been  so 
stubborn  and  hard-headed  all  those 
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years.  I  was  finally  brought  to  my 
knees  (literally).  God  had  my  atten¬ 
tion.  He  showed  me  what  a  caring 
and  loving  God  that  He  really  is. 

AH  of  a  sudden  I  realized  how 
many  good  friends  I  had — people 
who  loved  me  and  cared  about  me. 
(They  had  been  there  all  along — I 
just  hadn’t  seen  them.) 

The  Lord  had  truly  opened  my 
eyes.  Things  in  my  life  started  to 
fall  into  place.  Life  isn’t  miserable. 
Life  is  worth  living!  Life  has  its  ups 


and  downs,  but  I  feel  that  the  Lord 
is  always  with  me.  He  has  blessed 
me  with  an  inner  peace,  such  as  I 
have  never  known. 

My  past  experiences  were  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult,  but  I  don’t  regret 
them,  because  they  have  brought 
me  to  where  1  am  today. 

I  now  realize  that  when  one  door 
in  our  lives  closes,  another  door 
opens. 

Having  been  by  myself  for  five 
years  I  thought  that  God  wanted  me 
to  lead  a  single  life.  But  He  opened 
another  door.  He  sent  a  loving  and 
patient  man  to  me.  We  have  just  be¬ 
gun  our  lives  together.  I  don’t  know 
God’s  plan  for  us,  but  I  do  trust  that 
this  was  meant  to  be. 

My  life  is  a  good  example  of  1  Pe¬ 
ter  5:10,  “And  after  you  have  suf¬ 
fered  for  a  little  while,  the  God  of 
all  grace  . . .  will  himself  restore, 
support,  strengthen,  and  establish 
you.” 

God  loves  me.  I  firmly  believe 
this.  Since  I  have  opened  my  heart 
to  Him,  I  feel  His  gentle  touch  as  I 
have  each  day. 


What  others^ 
=are  saying 

“My  work  and  ministry  have  fo¬ 
cused  on  selling  things.  On  the  one 
hand,  [I  sell]  insurance,  and  on  the 
other,  the  Lord.  ...  I  know  who  is 
the  insurance  of  my  life.” 

— Gary  Hostetter  of  Bossier  City, 
La.,  named  “Church  Planter  of  the 
Year”  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board. 

*  *  * 

“Even  as  the  minority,  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  must  be  the 
advocate  for  and  representative  of 
God’s  will  for  God’s  children.  I  be¬ 
lieve  a  lottery  is  against  God’s  will 
because  the  long-term  consequences 
are  declining  moral  values,  lack  of 
moral  leadership  and  victimization 
of  the  poor.” 

— Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake,  Dallas 
Area 

*  *  * 

“We  are  in  such  a  war  for  the 
souls  of  mankind,  we  need  every 
tool  God  can  give  us  to  fight  it.” 

— The  Rev.  Joseph  Harris,  Ardmore 
(Okla.)  district  superintendent. 

*  *  * 

“Forgiveness  is  not  an  option  in 
the  Christian  walk.  Forgiveness  is 
the  way  of  life  in  the  family  of 
God.” 

— The  Rev.  Larry  Eddings,  Pacific 
Northwest  Conference  evangelist. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  I  desire  steadfast  love  and 
not  sacrifice,  the  knowledge  of  God, 
rather  than  burnt  offerings.” 
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Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  1  Corinthians  15:54) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  7 

Monday:  Psalms  94: 12-15 
Tuesday:  Psalms  94: 1 3-22 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  33:1-9 
Thursday:  Ezekiel  33: 10-1 1 
Friday:  Luke  14:25-33 
Saturday:  Philemon  1-7 
Sunday:  Philemon  8-20 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Artists ,  writers  deserve 
credit  for  positive  work 


Thank  you  for  your  Aug.  14  edi¬ 
torial  on  artists  and  ministry. 

Since  you  reported  in  the  July  31  is¬ 
sue  that  the  current  head  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
planned  to  meet  with  religious  groups 
to  discuss  concerns  about  the  NEA 
grant  program,  I  think  it  was  impor¬ 
tant  to  remind  UMR  readers  that  a 
great  many  artists  work  on  projects 
which  are  spiritually  uplifting. 

As  a  member  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  who  has  applied  for 
an  NEA  grant  for  writing,  I  wanted 
to  add  the  information  that  obtain¬ 
ing  an  NEA  grant  is  not  easy. 

I  have  written  novels  whose 
themes  have  dealt  with  issues  of  mo¬ 
rality,  redemption,  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  An  NEA  grant,  if  awarded  to 
me,  would  allow  me  to  concentrate 
on  polishing  my  work  and  enable  me 
to  start  additional  writing  projects. 

Once  again,  1  hope  that  your  edi¬ 
torial  draws  attention  to  the  writers 
and  artists  who  are  doing  positive 
things  for  their  community.  Please 
continue  to  profile  writers  and  art¬ 
ists  in  the  Reporter. 

Joan  Marie  Verba 
Minnetonka,  Minnesota 

I  object  to  concept 

I  object  to  the  concept  of  God 
“killing  the  church”  as  proposed  in 
the  Aug.  7  editorial. 


Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

How  is  it  possible  for  the  God  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  “kill”  the  Body  of 
Christ? 

Yes,  there  are  parts  of  our  churches 
and  our  denomination  structure  that 
may  no  longer  be  fulfilling  God’s  will, 
but  I  believe  this  can  best  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  “withering  on  the  vine.” 
God’s  presence  remains. 

Rather,  it  is  those  churches  and 
structures  who  have  claimed  the  di¬ 
vine  favor  but  who  “betray  the  di¬ 
vine  covenant”  — those  “branches” 
that  bear  no  fruit  and  have  “with¬ 
ered  and  died” — that  make  way  for 
the  branches  that  do  bear  fruit! 

John  A.  Nelson 
Clark,  Pennsylvania 

Outreach  reports  praised 

I  was  very  impressed  and  pleased 
to  read  in  the  Aug.  7  issue  about 
several  outstanding  outreach  minis¬ 
tries  by  various  conferences  and  in¬ 
dividual  churches. 

These  mission-oriented  projects 
made  me  proud  to  be  a  United 
Methodist.  Concern  for  the  world’s 
needy  is  a  hallmark  of  Methodism. 

Virginia  Turrentine 
Shelbyville,  Tennessee 


Here  I  Stand 
Are  youth  real  members, 
or  are  they  just  'add-ons'? 


By  HERBERT  W.  MOWER 

How  happy  our  daughter  was 
when  she  was  confirmed  a  member 
of  the  church.  Although  already  a 
“pledger,”  she  was  now  one  of  the 
members. 

How  quickly  her  hopes  were 
jarred. 

“Where  is  ‘my’  copy  of  the  news¬ 
letter?”  she  asked. 

After  much  prodding,  her  name 
was  added  as  “and  Beth”  after  our 
name  to  our  copy. 

“Am  I  not  a  member,  a  pledging 
unit?”  she  next  asked. 

And  right  she  was,  though  not 
treated  as  equal  in  the  eyes  of  the 
church. 

But  there  was  hope.  She  was 
asked  to  serve  on  the  communica¬ 
tions  committee.  She  was  excited, 
the  committee  disappointed.  She 
never  attended  meetings  in  order  to 
become  an  active  member.  She  of¬ 
ten  didn’t  even  receive  notice  of  the 
meetings. 

Their  response:  She  is  a  youth, 
what  could  you  expect? 

No  one  considered  the  problem 
that  a  high  schooler  had  been 
named  to  a  committee  that  only 
met  days,  when  she  was  in  school. 
Of  course  she  couldn’t  participate. 
Welcome,  “member"! 

Then,  because  of  a  change  of  em¬ 
ployer,  Mom  and  Dad  moved  to  an¬ 
other  state.  Beth  remained  in 
college  out  of  state. 

We  parents  asked  for  a  letter  of 
transfer  for  ourselves  but  specified 
that  Beth  remain  a  member  until 
she  finds  a  new  church,  perhaps  not 
until  after  college. 

Guess  what?  After  granting  trans¬ 
fer  for  Mom  and  Dad,  Beth  was 
dropped  from  the  church  rolls. 

After  several  requests  from  Mom 
and  Dad,  we  were  suddenly  on  the 
mailing  list  again  (of  course,  “and 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Herbert  IV.  Mower 
lives  in  Westford, 

Mass.  ( Southern 
New  England  conference). 


Beth”)  and  the  mailings  went  to  the 
parents,  not  the  member  who  didn’t 
ask  to  be  transferred  or  dropped. 

Dad  feels  an  injustice  has  been 
done.  The  church  needs  to  respond 
and  define  its  mission  to  our  youth. 

Are  youths  real  members  or  just 
add-ons?  Do  we  really  want  their 
support  and  involvement  or  just 
their  names  on  a  roll?  Is  the  savings 
in  cost  of  an  extra  newsletter  worth 
more  than  a  soul  lost  to  the  church? 

As  a  result  of  her  experience, 
Beth  no  longer  belongs  to  a  church 
and  probably  won’t  affiliate  for 
quite  a  while  after  evaluating  the 
contrast  between  what  our  congre¬ 
gation  said  and  what  it  did. 

How  does  your  church  relate  to 
its  confirmed  youth  members?  Are 
you  like  this  church  or  do  you  truly 
receive  confirmed  youth  as  full 
members  of  your  congregation? 

From  our  experience,  we  offer 
these  suggestions  for  congregations 
that  genuinely  want  youth  involve¬ 
ment: 

•f  Remember  that  youths  have 
school  during  the  day. 

/  Youths  may  need  a  ride  at 
night. 

/  Late  meetings  conflict  with 
homework. 

/  If  youths  pledge,  they  deserve 
their  own  mailings. 

The  church  of  tomorrow  depends 
on  how  we  welcome  our  youth 
members  today! 


"A  warm,  human  story  of  people  who  live  close  to 
the  earth  and  each  other,  learning  and  living  the 
way  we  were  intended  to  do."  -  Vine  Deloria,  Jr. 


Choteau  Creek 


A  Sioux  Reminiscence 

Joseph  Iron  Eye  Dudley 

“This  book  is  about  the  common,  quiet 
people  who  never  make  the  headlines," 
writes  the  author.  “They  are  the  backbone 
of  the  reservations,  the  ones  who  pass  on 
the  values  that  make  Native  Americans 
what  they  are.”  $19.95 


Al  bookstores  or  I  ram  University  ol  Nebraska  Press  -901  N 


•Lincoln  66688  (800)  755- 1105  publishers  since  1941 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1992 


Faith  in  the  world 


_ 3 

The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 


watch 


NEW  WCC  LEADER:  The  Rev.  Konrad 
Raiser,  a  54-year-old  German  Lutheran,  was 
elected  Aug.  24  as  general 
secretary  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1993.  He  will 
succeed  the  Rev.  Emilio 
Castro,  a  Methodist  from 
Uruguay.  The  election  was  ^ 
made  by  the  council’s  150- 
member  Central  Commit-  la  ’ 
tee.  Jan  Love,  a  United  KonradRaiser 
Methodist  from  Columbia,  S.C.,  led  the  search 
committee  for  the  new  general  secretary.  For 
the  past  nine  years,  Dr.  Raiser  has  taught  theol¬ 
ogy  and  ecumenics  at  Ruhr  University  in  Bo¬ 
chum,  Germany.  He  is  an  ordained  minister  in 
the  Evangelical  Church  in  Germany  and  has 
served  as  pastor  in  Berlin  and  Stuttgart. 

UM  COURT  HAS  FULL  DOCKET: 

Sexual  harassment,  abortion,  denomination¬ 
wide  health  insurance  for  clergy  and  “lifelong 
covenant(s)”  by  "any  two  persons”  will  be 
among  issues  before  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  court  Oct.  28-31,  in  Brookline. 
Mass.  The  Judicial  Council  also  will  consider 
cases  relating  to  qualification,  rights  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  clergy,  annual  conference  struc¬ 
ture,  and  custody  and  management  of  funds. 
The  sessions  will  mark  the  first  time  in  United 
Methodist  history  that  a  majority  of  the 
church's  “supreme  court”  will  be  sitting  for  the 
first  time,  five  of  the  nine  members  having  been 
elected  in  May. 

MORE  NEW  BISHOPS:  Two  new  Afri- 
can  United  Methodist  bishops  were  elected 
Aug.  16  during  the  West  Africa  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Moyamba,  Sierra  Leone.  Elected  were 
the  Rev.  Done  Peter  Dabale,  43,  of  Jos,  Nigeria, 
and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Christian  Humper,  50,  of 
Freetown,  Sierra  Leone.  Bishop  Dabale  is  Nige¬ 
ria’s  first  United  Methodist  bishop,  following 
approval  of  Nigeria  as  a  full  annual  conference 
this  year.  Since  1988  he  served  as  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Muri  Provisional  Conference, 
an  area  with  98,000  United  Methodists.  Bishop 
Humper  has  been  Sierra  Leone’s  council  direc¬ 
tor  since  1990.  He  replaces  Bishop  Thomas  S. 
Bangura,  who  is  retiring  after  serving  the  Sierra 
Leone  conference’s  75,000  United  Methodists 
13  years.  The  two  elections  complete  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops  for  the  West  Africa  Central  Con¬ 
ference.  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  elected  in  1980,  will  continue  to  lead 
the  Liberia  Annual  Conference. 

WALKER  RAILEY  INDICTED:  Former 
United  Methodist  clergyman  Walker  Railey  was 
arrested  Aug.  25  in  Los  An- 
geles  after  being  indicted  by 
a  Dallas  grand  jury  for  at-  V 
tempted  murder  in  connec-  ■  (. 
tion  with  the  1987  attack 
on  his  wife,  Margaret  "Peg- 
gv"  Railey.  Dr.  Railey,  45. 
former  senior  pastor  of  II 
5,000-member  First  UMC  IHHI  mM 
in  Dallas,  was  arrested  at  Walker  Railey 
Immanuel  Presbyterian  Church  in  Los  Angeles 
where  he  was  working  as  an  adminstrator.  The 
indictment  was  prompted  by  “re-examination" 
of  evidence  with  the  aid  of  “new  technology,” 
said  a  Dallas  district  attorney’s  spokesman.  The 
spokesman  added  that  attorneys  hope  to  bring 
Dr.  Railey  to  trial  within  two  to  three  months 
despite  a  crowded  court  docket.  Mrs.  Railey, 
43,  was  choked  severely  in  the  attack  and  re¬ 
mains  in  a  persistent  vegetative  state  in  a  Tyler, 
Texas,  nursing  home  under  the  care  of  her  par¬ 
ents,  William  and  Billie  Jo  Nicolai.  The  Raileys’ 
two  young  children  live  with  family  friends  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  delivers  relief  for  Andrew's  victims 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY  and 
DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editors 

Immediately  after  Hurricane 
Andrew  blew  in  and  out  of  Florida 
and  Louisiana  last  week.  United 
Methodists  flew  in  with  aid. 

National,  regional  and  local  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  set  up 
what  they  expect  will  be  months  of 
relief  efforts  to  cope  with  the  hur¬ 
ricane’s  disastrous  effects. 

UMCOR  has  approved  initial 
grants  of  $40,000  to  Florida  and 
$50,000  to  Louisiana,  with  more 
expected  as  needs  are  determined. 

Veteran  UMCOR  coordinator 
Virginia  Miller,  based  in  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  told  the  Reporter 
that  response  to  Hurricane  Hugo 
in  1989  was  a  model  for  the  An¬ 
drew  response. 

She  said  that  lessons  learned 
then  from  local  churches  in 
South  Carolina,  St.  Croix,  Virgin 


Islands,  and  Puerto  Rico  helped 
United  Methodists  respond  im¬ 
mediately  to  Andrew. 

Referring  to  Hugo  cleanup  ef¬ 
forts,  Ms.  Miller  said,  “United 
Methodists  remained  long  after 
other  relief  workers  had  departed. 

“I’ve  been  amazed  at  the  quick 
response  of  United  Methodists. 
But  the  best  part  is,  we  don’t  just 
come  in  and  leave;  we’re  there 
for  the  long  haul." 

Ms.  Miller  added  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  supplied  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  workers  to  the  Miami  area 
to  aid  Hispanic  and  Haitian  farm 
workers  and  refugees  victimized 
by  Andrew. 

UMCOR  national  executive  F. 
Lloyd  Rollins  surveyed  both 
Florida  and  Louisiana  within 
days  of  Andrew  to  assess  dam¬ 
ages  to  church-related  property. 

As  Ms.  Miller  deployed  the 
UMCOR  network  throughout 


the  South,  the  UMCOR  national 
office  answered  hundreds  of  calls 
from  concerned  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  across  the  nation. 

Daily  reports  on  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  Hurricane  Andrew  were 
available  on  the  UMCOR  hot  line, 
(800)  841-1235.  But  when  the  hot 
line  was  busy,  people  talked  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  UMCOR  staff. 

“We  have  received  at  least  100 
calls  a  day."  said  Elinor  Barnes 
of  the  New  York  UMCOR  staff. 
“I’ve  spoken  to  about  35  callers  a 
day.  The  response  of  the  church 
has  been  wonderful." 

Some  local  churches  didn’t 
wait  to  be  asked  to  help. 

In  the  Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence,  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Macomb.  Ill.,  spurred 
an  ecumenical  food  drive  for 
Homestead,  Fla. 

Two  churches  in  the  adjacent 
Southern  Illinois  conference  got 
residents  of  Sumner,  III.,  to  do- 


Here's  how  your  church  can  help 

Send  donations  via  annual  conference  treasurers 
to  Bishops'  Appeal  for  Hurricane  Andrew  Relief, 
Advance  No.  901185-6. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  may  call: 

In  Florida,  coordinator  Lynnette  Fields, 
1-800-446-1229.  Work  teams  should  he  totally  self- 
sufficient,  with  their  own  bedding,  food,  water  and 
sanitary  facilities. 

Send  non-perishable  food,  bottled  water  and  diapers  for  Florida  to  Lester 
Coggins  Trucking  Company,  7979  N.W.  29th  St.,  Miami,  Fla.  33122. 

In  Louisiana,  the  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  504-346-1646.  Work  teams  should 
wait  2  weeks  before  requesting  Louisiana  assignments. 

Louisiana  isn't  requesting  food  or  clothing  at  this  time. 


nate  canned  goods,  water,  dia¬ 
pers,  formula,  batteries, 
flashlights,  lumber  and  roofing 
supplies. 

Members  of  Sumner  and  Beu¬ 


lah  United  Methodist  Churches 
planned  to  deliver  the  supplies 
this  week  to  Florida.  As  many  as 
25  trucks  and  vans  were  expected 
to  transport  the  supplies. 


'Catastrophe  of  first  magnitude '  hits  Florida  churches 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  Rev.  Kimberly  S. 
Lewis  returned  to  Redland  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Home¬ 
stead,  Fla.,  south  of  Miami,  fol¬ 
lowing  Hurricane  Andrew,  a  cross 
flung  on  a  heap  of  boards  near  the 
church’s  front  steps  symbolized 
the  extensive  damage. 

Some  members  there  told  her, 
“Pastor,  you  don’t  have  a  church. 
But  you  do  have  a  congregation.” 

That  was  just  one  of  many 
emotional  moments  experienced 
by  Florida  Annual  Conference 
officials  last  week  as  they  sur¬ 
veyed  damage  to  churches  and 
church-related  property  in  south 
Florida, 

Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes 
(Florida  Area)  said,  “The  miles 
of  devastation  are  beyond  de¬ 
scription. 

“Unquestionably,  it  is  a  catas¬ 
trophe  of  the  first  magnitude.  It 
resembles  a  huge  area  that  has 
suffered  intense  bombing.” 

The  Rev.  Curtis  Norton,  pastor 
of  Silver  Palm  (Fla.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  said  that  he  and  his 
family  huddled  in  the  parsonage 
hall  as  the  storm’s  165-mile-an- 
hour  winds  roared  outside. 

Although  the  National  Weath¬ 
er  Service  had  requested  people 
to  evacuate  the  area,  the  family 
chose  to  stay  behind  and  protect 
the  oldest  member  of  their  con¬ 
gregation,  a  woman  believed  to 
be  103  years  old. 

“During  the  height  of  the  hur- 


REDLAND,  Fla. — A  pile  of  rubble  and  a  battered  sign  are  all 
that's  left  for  Florida  Area  Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes  (cen¬ 
ter)  and  his  staff  to  survey  of  the  devastated  Redland  United 

ricane,  the  family  covered  them¬ 
selves  with  mattresses,”  said  the 
Rev.  Tom  Hughes,  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  Florida  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

“The  parsonage  has  hurricane 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  TOM  HUGHES 

Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Hughes  said  the  area  "resembles  a 
huge  area  that  has  suffered  intense  bombing."  Coordinated  re¬ 
lief  ministries  have  been  set  up  in  the  region. 


damage,  but  at  least  it’s  standing.” 


While  Bishop  Hughes  and  his 
staff  assessed  damage  in  the  Mi¬ 
ami  District,  other  Florida  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  set  up  coordinated 
relief  ministries. 

In  Miami  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  Lester  Coggins,  donated 


a  warehouse  to  receive  supplies 
and  staple  food. 

The  Rev.  Clarke  CampbeU-Ev- 
ans.  pastor  of  Fulford  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  North  Miami,  said 
the  warehouse  received  calls  from 
United  Methodists  all  over  the 


country,  ready  to  bring  food. 

“This  shows  the  spirit  of  what 
it  means  to  be  the  Body  of 
Christ,"  he  said.  "You  can  see  it 
in  action. 

“When  part  of  the  body  suf¬ 
fers,  other  people  suffer  with  us.” 


Louisiana  pastors  assess  damages,  offer  assistance 


By  DIANE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  last 
drenching  rain  and 
battering  wind  of  Hur- 
ricane  Andrew  had 
passed,  it  was  Aca- 
diana,  the  low-lying 
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RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  $8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

RUSSIA  ST.  PETERSBURG  Theological  Acade¬ 
my  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study  programs. 
1992-1993  departures  New  York  and  Seattle  $1695 
to  $  1 995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908)  2 1 9-9567  or  write: 
The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box  7213,  Shrewsbury, 
NJ  07702. 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 

for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (214)  239-5061 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  congre¬ 
gation  in  comprehensive  university  community. 
Two  Sunday  services  averaging  550  total  atten¬ 
dance.  Qualities:  strong  interpersonal  skills,  knowl¬ 
edge  of  United  Methodist  tradition,  dynamic 
leadership,  ability  to  motivate  choirs,  promote  con¬ 
gregational  involvement.  Applicant  should  work 
well  with  all  ages  and  multiple  staff  team,  and  pro¬ 
mote  a  wide  range  of  musical  styles  and  groups. 
Bachelor’s  degree  required,  master’s  preferred. 
Send  cover  letter  addressing  professional  goals,  re¬ 
sume,  and  references  by  October  1  to:  Music 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  400  West  Seventh,  Stillwater,  OK  74074. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Wayncsville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

FOR  JUST  $25  SEE  The  Great  Passion  Play  and 

stay  at  Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of 
12-160,  in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets,  cheeseburger  cook- 
out,  dessert  and  breakfast  all  included!  Call:  (501) 
253-8418  today! 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT  —  David  and 

Margaret  Home  is  a  multi-service  agency  providing 
services  in  residential  treatment,  foster  home  pro¬ 
gram  and  non-public  school.  We  are  currently  scek- 
mg  someone  to  manage  all  aspects  or  fund 
development  and  public  relations.  Applicant  must 
have  at  least  three  years  experience  in  non-profit 
fundraising.  They  must  also  have  excellent  writing 
skills,  have  knowledge  of  annual  giving  campaign, 
planned  giving,  charitable  gifi  annuity  and  public 
relations.  Salary  range  is  $43,000-64,000,  excellent 
fringe  benefits  including  pension  plan.  Send  resume 
and  salary  history  to:  Henry  Whitney,  David  and 
Margaret  Home,  1350  Third  St„  La  Verne,  CA 
91750. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape  cas¬ 
sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  ^excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY,  SAVE  $$$ 

Catalog  $  1  Christian  Bible  College,  Station  Square, 
Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt„  NC  27804,  (919)  442-121 1. 
(Accredited). 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 

your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with 
a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons  avail¬ 
able.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’  National  Re¬ 
ferral  Service.  Dept.  1 8.  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV 
25706-0036. 

ESTES  PARK,  COLORADO.  All-new,  two  bed¬ 

room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  for 

church/clergy.  Charts/kits.  Color  brochure/swatches 
$3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor  Rd„  Philadel¬ 
phia.  PA  1 9 1 20.  (2 1 5)  329-732 1 . 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  AND/OR  ORGANIST  posi- 

tion  open  now.  Part-time  or  entry  level  full-time. 
Apply  to:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  187,  Cedar  Hill, 
TX  75 104.  (2 1 4)  374-8945  or  (2 1 4)  374-8945. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  needed 

for  redeveloping  Atlanta.  GA  church.  Duties  in¬ 
clude  directorship  of  church  operated  day  care  ccn- 
ter  and  developing  Sunday  School.  VBS,  and  other 
education  programs  for  congregation.  A  great  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  right  person.  Ideal  person  has  C.E. 
degree  with  early  childhood  and  administrative  ex¬ 
perience.  Enthusiasm  a  must.  Salary  negotiable. 
Call  (404)  233-0926  Dr.  Danny  Philpot,  3445  Ash- 
ford-Dunwoody  Rd.  NE  Atlanta,  GA  303 1 9. 

OXFORD-UNIVERSITY  UMC  (930  members)  is 
seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Education 
with  experience  or  training  in  singles  and  divorce 
recovery  ministries.  Send  resume,  references,  sum¬ 
mary  of  experience,  and  salary  requirements  to: 
Search  Committee,  424  South  10th  Street,  Oxford, 
MS  38655. 

Cajun  country  of  Louisiana’s  Gulf 
coast,  that  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
storm’s  heaviest  force. 

“Communities  are  just  devastat¬ 
ed,"  the  Rev.  Gerald  C.  Richard¬ 
son,  superintendent  of  the  church’s 
Acadiana  district,  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  “Many  homes  are  destroyed. 

"Pastors  have  been  out  in  the 
field,  making  calls,  checking  on  the 
elderly,  finding  out  if  people  have 
basic  needs  such  as  water,”  he  said. 

Pastors  in  other  parts  of  the  state 
offered  church  facilities  and  ser¬ 
vices  to  those  who  needed  help,  he 
said. 

But  some  pastors  had  also  been  in 
harm’s  way.  Dr.  Richardson  said 
the  Rev.  Robert  A.  Walmsley,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Franklin,  rode  out  the 
storm  alone  at  the  parsonage  while 
winds — clocked  at  190-miles-per- 
hour  by  a  nearby  hospital — 
screamed  past  him. 

Pharr  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Morgan  City,  one  of  the 
most  extensively  damaged 
churches,  sheltered  the  Rev.  Tom 
R.  Bergeron's  family  and  several 
other  families  during  the  storm.  Al¬ 
though  they  had  no  electricity  or 
water,  they  did  have  gas,  so  they 
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were  able  to  cook. 

Immediately  following  the  storm, 
the  Rev.  Guy  Ames,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  disaster 
consultant,  flew  to  Baton  Rouge  to 
meet  with  Louisiana  Area  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  and  other  confer¬ 
ence  officials  to  assess  damage  to 
church  property  and  communities. 

Church  property  across  the  bayou 
country  from  New  Iberia  to  Houma 
suffered  varying  amounts  of  wind 
and  water  damage.  Large,  old  trees 
felled  by  the  storm  wreaked  the 
most  severe  damage. 

Dr.  Ames  told  the  Reporter  that 
Louisiana  was  fortunate,  consider¬ 
ing  the  storm’s  dangerous  potential. 
The  vast  number  of  people  who 
were  evacuated  kept  loss  of  life  at  a 
minimum. 

“Many  who  lost  their  homes  also 
lost  their  livelihood  for  the  next  12- 
36  months,”  he  said,  referring  to  the 
loss  of  the  sugar  cane  crop  and  de¬ 
struction  of  other  farm  crops  and  la¬ 
bor-intensive  industry'  on  the  coast. 

However  long  it  takes  to  help 
people  get  back  on  their  feet.  Dr. 
Ames  said,  UMCOR  and  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  are  there  for 
the  long  haul. 
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PATTERSON,  La. — The  cross  from  the  steeple  of  Patterson  United 
Methodist  Church  rests  beside  the  church's  sign  which  was  re¬ 
trieved  blocks  down  the  street  by  nearby  residents. 
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Faith 

= connections 

USE  YOUR  IMAGINATION:  Preach¬ 
ing  specialist  Thomas  H.  Troeger,  professor  of 
preaching  and  communication  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver, 
advised  54  participants  in  a  recent  “preaching 
academy”  that  three  levels  of  imagination  are 
vital  to  preaching.  Conventional — or  commu¬ 
nal — imagination  involves  the  shared  history, 
activities  and  ritual  of  a  congregation  and  other 
Christian  communities.  But  he  warned  that  con¬ 
ventional  imagination  can  become  racist,  sexist 
and  exclusive.  Other  forms  of  imagination:  “Em- 
pathetic”  (put  yourself  in  someone  else’s  shoes 
but  don't  get  swept  away  in  dealing  with  a  per¬ 
son’s  problems)  and  “visionary”  (help  congrega¬ 
tions  see  new  possibilities  for  ministry  and  gain 
new  jnsights  about  the  world  around  them). 

HISPANIC  VIDEO:  The  historic  role  of 

Hispanic  people  in  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  subject  of  a  new  20- 
minute  video  from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications.  “Somos  Del  Senor”  (“We  Belong  to 
the  Lord”)  celebrates  both  the  unique  cultural 
and  community  spirit  of  Hispanic  United 
Methodists  and  the  vital  contribution  by  the 
more  than  39,000  Hispanic  members  of  the  8.9 
million  members  of  the  denomination  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

DEAN  NAMED:  Sherri  Haygood  Babcock 

has  been  named  dean  of  students  at  United 
Methodist-related  Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  Texas.  She  succeeds  Roger  Ballou, 
who  became  dean  of  students  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  at  River  Falls.  Ms.  Babcock,  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  has  been  senior  vice  president  and  man¬ 
agement  supervisor  of  the  Bloom  FCA  advertis¬ 
ing  agency  in  Dallas. 

MUSIC  WORKSHOP:  The  Lay  Minis¬ 
try  Center  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  will  offer  a 
music  workshop  Oct.  30-31  for  church  choirs, 
directors,  accompanists  and  pastors  from  small 
and  medium-sized  churches.  Among  stated 
goals  is  one  to  “help  churches  appreciate  the 
role  of  music  in  worship.” 

YOUTHS  TELL  CONCERNS:  College 

and  career  plans,  spiritual  growth  and  environ¬ 
mental  concerns  captured  the  attention  of  teen¬ 
age  Native  Americans  at  a  recent  United 
Methodist-sponsored  family  camp  at  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Ark.  When  asked  their  greatest  concerns, 
the  youths  listed  graduating  from  high  school, 
funding  a  college  education,  supporting  a  family 
and  facing  racism  and  other  hardships  that  tra¬ 
ditionally  have  plagued  Native  Americans.  At 
the  same  time,  many  heralded  strong  families 
and  close  relationships  with  God  as  the  means 
by  which  they  can  meet  life’s  challenges.  The 
youths  were  among  some  330  persons  from  100 
tribes  attending  the  seventh  annual  Native 
American  Family  Camp. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


African  church  provides  reliable  measure 

Trainers  learn  how  Burundian  hosts  distinguish  between  Gospel  and  culture 


REPOIfTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


GITEGA,  Burundi— The  Rev.  Ronald  Henderson  of  Hamilton 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  was  among  faculty 
members  at  a  recent  pastors'  school  in  the  United  Methodist 
Burundi  Annual  Conference.  Courses  included  Christian  edu¬ 
cation,  church  history,  worship  and  church  administration. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

GITEGA,  Burundi — How  do 
you  discern  whether  your-ministry 
embodies  the  Gospel  of  Christ  or 
reflects  the  pressures  of  society? 

For  an  answer,  listen  to  the 
teachings  of  United  Methodist 
churches  from  Africa. 

"When  we  listen  to  African 
United  Methodists  like  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Burundi,  we 
learn  that  a  number  of  activities 
and  values  that  we  hold  so  dear 
come  from  our  culture  and  soci¬ 
ety,  as  opposed  to  being  founded 
on  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,” 
said  the  Rev.  Joseph  Crockett,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  who 
visited  that  country  recently. 

'Cultural  trimmings' 

“U.S.  churches  can  follow  the 
lead  of  African  Christians  in  dis¬ 
cerning  what  is  really  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  and  what  is  just  cultural 
trimmings,”  he  added. 

Dr.  Crockett  is  assistant  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religious  education  and 
black  church  studies  at  Colgate 
Rochester  Seminary  in  New 
York  City.  He  spoke  last  month 
during  a  pastors’  school  in  the 
United  Methodist  Burundi  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  theologian  led  a  training 
team  of  Christian  educators  to 
the  Central  African  country  at 


the  invitation  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa. 

The  program  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  Detroit 
Annual  Conference  and  the  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference. 

Other  faculty  members  for  the 
two-week  training  session  were 
the  Rev.  Linda  Lee  and  L.  Cecile 
Adams  of  the  Detroit  conference; 
the  Rev.  W.  Earl  Bledsoe  and  his 
wife,  Leslie,  of  the  Texas  confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Rev.  Ronald  Hen¬ 
derson  of  the  North  Texas 
conference. 

Courses  included  Christian 
education,  church  history,  wor¬ 
ship  and  church  administration. 

Sessions  on  the  grounds 

Some  80  Burundian  United 
Methodist  ministers  participated 
in  daily  sessions  on  the  grounds 
of  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gitega. 

A  three-day  lay  leadership  re¬ 
treat  was  also  held  for  200  people 
representing  three  United  Meth¬ 
odist  groups — women,  men  and 
youth. 

Arranging  the  pastor’s  school 
and  laity  retreat  was  no  small 
task  for  the  Burundi  annual  con¬ 
ference.  Many  participants 
walked  a  full  day  from  their 
homes  through  the  dusty  moun¬ 
tains  leading  to  Gitega. 
Accommodations  are  at  a  pre¬ 


mium  in  Burundi,  so  most  of  the 
lay  leaders  slept  in  the  church  of¬ 
fices  or  on  ebony  pews  in  the 
sanctuary.  Some  participants 
spread  a  change  of  clothes  to  dry 
on  a  lectern. 

Conference  officials  provided 
food  for  all  participants  and  their 
families.  Volunteers  prepared 
fresh  vegetables  or  baked  bread 
daily. 

Poor  country 

Because  Burundi  is  such  a  poor 
country,  said  Dr.  Crockett,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  there 
is  expected  by  the  Burundi  gov¬ 
ernment  to  develop  the  skills  of 
its  members  as  well  as  “feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  and  at¬ 
tend  to  the  needs  of  the  infirm” 
in  their  midst. 

“Teaching  here  challenges  us 
to  re-evaluate  our  interpretation 
of  the  Gospel  as  it’s  practiced  in 
the  U.S.  We  Americans  take  for 
granted  that  our  government  has 
provided  the  physical  needs  of 
the  oppressed,”  he  said. 

Since  the  U.S.  government  has 
cut  back  on  services  to  the  poor, 
said  Dr.  Crockett,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  in  America  have  a 
greater  opportunity  to  enlarge 
their  vision  of  the  Gospel. 

“We  are  challenged  not  only  to 
respond  to  the  spiritual  needs  of 
people  but  to  the  emotional  and 
physical  side  also,”  he  said. 


Reconciliation  guides  European  churches 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

MOSCOW— One  of  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor’s  earliest  memories  is  of  the 
Russian  Army’s  taking  up  perma¬ 
nent  residence  In  East  Germany. 

Last  month  he  was  invited  to 
an  event  marking  withdrawal  of 
the  last  of  the  Russian  troops. 

As  it  turned  out,  however, 
Bishop  Minor,  who  lives  in  Dres¬ 
den,  Germany,  was  in  Moscow 
for  the  official  opening  of  the 
United  Methodist  Mission  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  (C.I.S.). 

Through  Russian  Christians, 
according  to  Bishop  Minor,  he 
I  has  learned  of  the  need  for  recon¬ 


ciliation  and  a  new  relationship 
between  Russians  and  Eastern 
Europeans. 

'It  was  not  easy' 

“It  was  not  easy  for  both  of  our 
peoples  in  the  last  few  decades  to 
work  and  live  with  each  other,” 
Bishop  Minor  acknowledged  re¬ 
cently  to  a  group  of  Russian  doc¬ 
tors  and  nurses. 

New  relationships,  in  fact, 
form  the  base  of  the  mission  es¬ 
tablished  this  year  through  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Bishop  Mi¬ 
nor  serves  as  the  mission’s  bish¬ 
op  and  is  expected  to  be 
nominated  for  formal  election 
next  spring  by  the  Northern  Eu¬ 


rope  Central  Conference. 

New  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations — in  different  stages  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  ranging  in  size 
from  15  members  to  nearly 
1,000 — are  sprouting  up  in  Rus¬ 
sia,  nourished  by  ties  with  estab¬ 
lished  U.S.  and  Russian  churches. 

At  the  same  time,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  co¬ 
operating  with  the  Russian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  on  projects 
involving  humanitarian  aid  and 
religious  education. 

Bishop  Minor  hopes  to  contin¬ 
ue  ecumenical  relations  and  es¬ 
tablish  connections  between  the 
new  congregations  as  well. 

During  an  Aug.  15-17  meeting 
of  U.S.,  European  and  Russian 


United  Methodist  representa¬ 
tives,  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of  Hel¬ 
sinki  noted  that  the  Kremlin  has 
always  been  a  symbol  of  power- 
first  for  the  czars,  then  the  Com¬ 
munists,  and  finally  the  current 
government. 

“The  rules  and  the  systems  dif¬ 
fer,”  he  said.  "But  to  install  the 
gospel  is  to  proclaim  the  King 
who  never  fails.” 

Understand  the  message 

Russians  who  have  embraced 
the  church  seem  to  understand 
that  message. 

Vladislav  Spektorov,  leader  of 
the  120-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation  in  Samara, 
spoke  of  the  challenge  “to  awake 


people,  to  change  their  attitude 
toward  religion  itself.” 

A  major  concern  is  how  to  nur¬ 
ture  church  growth. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  of  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  La.,  pointed  out  that  a 
philosophy  of  congregational  de¬ 
velopment  that  is  faithful  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  must  be  created. 

“We  don’t  just  come  over  here 
and  build  buildings,”  he  said.  “A 
lot  of  buildings  in  Russia  are 
standing  empty  right  now." 

The  Rev.  Donald  Benton,  pastor 
of  Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  said  the  church 
must  “allow  some  of  the  culture 
here  to  express  itself’  and  show 
concern  for  the  whole  person. 


Atlanta  churches  gearing  up  for  diversified  ad  campaigns 


"I  think  we  have  to  learn  to  use  the  media,  to 
gain  the  power  of  it,  in  a  way  that  is  healthy  and 
productive." 


— Rev.  Peggy  Little 


By  GAYLE  WHITE 

Religious  News  Service 

ATLANTA— Both  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference  and  the  Presbyterian 


Church  (U.S. A.)  Presbytery  of 
Greater  Atlanta  are  embarking  on 
advertising  campaigns  intended  to 
encourage  people  to  sample  main¬ 
line  Protestant  Christianity. 


The  ads  capitalize  on  media  tech¬ 
nology  but  base  their  appeal  on  nos¬ 
talgia  and  on  images  of  community. 

Each  bucks  trend 

Both  denominations  have  been 
losing  members  rapidly  since  the 
mid-1960s.  But  each  has  bucked  the 
trend  in  recent  years,  leading  their 
respective  denominations  in  mem¬ 
bership  growth. 

“The  single  most  pervasive  influ¬ 
ence  on  our  society  is  media,”  said 
the  Rev.  Peggy  Little,  a  former 
broadcast  advertising  specialist  for 
Haverty  Furniture  Co.  who  spear¬ 
headed  the  Methodist  campaign. 

“This  is  how  we  influence  minds, 
make  decisions,  create  power  struc¬ 
tures.  articulate  our  needs  and  our 
concerns.” 

Warren  Granger,  a  lay  member  of 
Columbia  Presbyterian  Church  and 
chairman  of  the  presbytery’s  evan¬ 
gelism  committee,  said  the  church 
should  not  hesitate  to  use  any 
means  or  media  “as  long  as  it  car¬ 
ries  a  message  of  integrity.” 

Sophisticated  use  of  the  media  by 
religion  is  not  new,  but  Ms.  Little 
said  conservative  religious  organi¬ 
zations  have  been  more  likely  to 
make  use  of  media  opportunities 
than  liberal  groups. 

“For  a  number  of  years  the  main¬ 
line  denominations  have  sort  of 
kicked  back  and  let  the  more  con¬ 
servative  element  take  that  and  run 
with  it,”  said  Ms.  Little. 

'They've  lost  credibility' 

“But  they  have  lost  much  of  their 
credibility  of  late.  (I’m  taking  a  swipe 
at  TV  preachers  here). 

“I  think  we  have  to  learn  to  use 
the  media,  to  gain  the  power  of  it, 
in  a  way  that  is  healthy  and  produc¬ 
tive.” 

The  Rev.  Betty  Stribling,  asso¬ 
ciate  for  evangelism  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Greater  Atlanta,  said  the 
Presbyterian  campaign  is  “as  much 


for  Presbyterians  as  for  the  world. 

“It’s  for  us  to  have  a  rallying 
point,”  she  explained.  “We’ve  been 
called  the  ‘chosen  frozen’  because 
we’re  quiet.  We’re  often  Teticent 
about  sharing  our  faith.  It  is  our 
hope  that  this  will  give  our  reticent 
folks  courage.” 

September  will  be  “visitation 
month”  in  the  108  churches  of  the 
Atlanta  presbytery.  Congregations 
will  be  encouraged  to  hold  special 
programs  to  bring  families  and 
friends  of  members  to  church. 

The  Presbytery  of  Greater  Atlan¬ 
ta,  one  of  four  presbyteries  across 
the  country  asked  by  the  national 
churcjt  to  develop  media  cam¬ 
paigns,  had  a  $30,000  budget  to  de¬ 
velop  bumper  stickers,  buttons, 
banners,  four-color  advertisements 
and  radio  spots. 

The  ads  are  created  around  four 
vignettes:  a  lost  job;  a  conversation 
about  recycling  which  points  to¬ 
ward  spiritual  renewal;  a  man  re¬ 
turning  from  summer  vacation 
wearier  than  when  he  left;  and  a 
child  whose  friend  goes  to  Sunday 
School. 

16  print  ads  prepared 

As  for  the  United  Methodists,  16 
print  advertisements  were  devel¬ 
oped  on  a  $12,000  budget  that  in¬ 
cludes  matching  funds  from  local 
churches  that  want  to  use  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Several  of  the  United  Methodist 
ads  are  nostalgic,  harking  back  to 
the  days  of  dinner-on-the-grounds. 
And  about  half  the  ads  are  about 
parenting. 


Said  Ms.  Little,  “We  understand 
that  younger  people,  when  they 
have  children  of  their  own,  often  re¬ 
turn  to  church  if  they  have  been 


part  of  it,  or  seek  out  a  church.” 

The  conference  will  begin  devel¬ 
oping  television  and  radio  spots  in 
the  fall. 

Already  the  conference  is  selling  a 
guidebook  to  churches  that  gives  ba¬ 
sic  information  about  print,  radio 
and  television  media  and  tips  for 
adapting  the  campaign  to  local  needs 
and  special  events. 


The  Beat  Goes  On. 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  mao  after 
God  s  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
novator.  His  leadership 
:lped  spur  on  a 
ovement  of  the  Spirit 
hich  gripped  the  frontier 
ith  the  life-changing 
uwer  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
ave  passed  since  this 
assionate  pioneer  embarked 
pon  his  final  circuit  ride 
:ross  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
gart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
sbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
community.  It's  an  environment 
'here  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
lought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
ackdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
f  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  yori’re  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY 

A  I  ASBURY  ' 

Theological 

11  SEMINARY 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1199 


^ chermer’s  Specialty 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schemer's  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection , 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER'S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

EH  YESlOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  tor 
fund  raising. 


Your  Name  _ 

Group  s  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Yodr  Tclephoc 
Date  of  Sale  _ 


.  No.  Menjhers  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schenner's  Specialty  Pecans 

P  O  Box  3650.  Albany  GA  31708 


ation,  use  order  form  or  call 
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'Models  for  Christ'  cultivate  inner  beauty 


'7  finally  realized  what  I  wanted  to  get  out  of  life 
and  whom  I  wanted  to  serve.  Serving  myself  tvas  not 
all  joy.  It  created  a  lot  of  insecurity." 

— New  York  model  Laura  Krauss 


By  CAREY  KINSOLVING 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — How  beautiful  are 
the  feet  of  those  who  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel,  the  Bible  says.  And  it  doesn’t 
hurt  to  have  great  legs  either,  adds 
New  York  model  Laura  Krauss. 
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NEW  YORK— "Models  for 
Christ"  Laura  Krauss  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Jeff  Calenberg,  say  they  try 
to  model  the  Christian  virtue  of 
inner  beauty  amid  the  vanity  gen¬ 
erated  by  their  industry. 


“Thank  God  my  legs  keep  me 
busy  in  more  ways  than  one,”  said 
Ms.  Krauss,  whose  legs  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  national  advertising  for 
Bloom  ingdale’s.  Lord  &  Taylor,  Nei- 
man  Marcus,  and  Hanes  Hosiery. 

In  1988,  Ms.  Krauss  and  her  hus¬ 
band,  Jeff  Calenberg,  started  a  min¬ 
istry  to  some  of  the  world’s  most 
beautiful  people.  New  York  models. 
Models  are  beautiful  on  the  outside 
but  often  empty  on  the  inside,  Ms. 
Krauss  and  Mr.  Calenberg  said  in 
an  interview  at  their  brownstone 
apartment  on  New  York’s  Upper 
West  Side. 

What  is  important? 

“We  have  been  blessed  with  what 
people  consider  important — looks,  a 
career  and  money,”  Ms.  Krauss  said. 
“But  we  know  those  things  don’t  sat¬ 
isfy.  We  want  to  share  what  is  really 
important  and  encourage  people.” 

Ms.  Krauss  has  felt  the  lack  of 
satisfaction  she  describes. 

When  she  was  in  her  early  20s,  she 
experienced  the  pressure  of  working 
as  a  top  model  in  Paris.  She  worked 
seven  days  a  week  and  appeared  on 
the  covers  of  nine  magazines,  includ¬ 
ing  the  prestigious  French  publica¬ 
tion  “Marie  Claire.” 

She  felt  herself  pulled  in  opposite 
directions  between  the  glitz  of  her 
industry  and  the  humility  she  saw 
reflected  in  the  Gospels. 

Ms.  Krauss  realized  that  her  model¬ 
ing  achievements  had  failed  to  fill  the 
void  she  felt  inside.  Although  she  con¬ 
sidered  herself  a  Christian,  she  said, 
“I  had  one  foot  in  the  Bible  and  one 
in  the  world,  and  there  was  no  peace. 

“I  finally  realized  what  I  wanted 
to  get  out  of  life  and  whom  I  wanted 
to  serve.  Serving  myself  was  not  all 
joy.  It  created  a  lot  of  insecurity. 


Seeing  what  other  models  held  onto 
as  their  gods  scared  me.” 

When  Ms.  Krauss  moved  to  New 
York  from  Paris,  she  “ran  to 
church,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Krauss  and  Mr.  Calenberg 
started  Models  for  Christ  in  1985 
with  a  handful  of  people  who  met 
for  bi-monthly  Bible  study  and 
prayer.  The  idea  grew.  Soon  actors 
and  other  artists  attended. 

Later  the  name  was  changed  to  Im¬ 
pact  and  the  group,  now  numbering 
more  than  1 00,  adopted  monthly  ser¬ 
vice  projects  including  delivering  flo¬ 
ral  wreaths  to  AIDS  patients,  taking 
underprivileged  children  to  a  Mets 
game  and  throwing  a  party  for  elder¬ 
ly  patients  at  a  nursing  home. 

One  of  the  most  popular  projects 
had  been  to  deliver  clothes  and 
Thanksgiving  turkeys  to  75  needy 
New  York  families.  Boxes  placed  at 
modeling  agencies  serve  as  collec¬ 
tion  points  for  models  who  donate 
clothes. 

Although  needy  people  receive 
much-needed  assistance  through 
service  projects,  the  couple  mea¬ 
sures  the  success  of  each  project  by 
how  many  non-Christians  take  part. 
The  joy  they  experience  from  giving 
to  someone  else  often  breaks  down 
barriers  to  belief,  Ms.  Krauss  said. 

Ms.  Krauss  and  Mr.  Calenberg 
find  themselves  in  a  constant  fight 
against  what  they  call  the  “shallow¬ 
ness  of  modeling.”  They  emphasize 
the  lasting  effects  of  inner  beauty, 
the  fading  nature  of  physical  attrac¬ 


tiveness  and  the  web  of  selfishness 
that  can  entrap  the  unwary. 

Mr.  Calenberg,  himself  a  model 
with  the  Ford  Agency,  says  the 
modeling  industry  caters  to  vanity. 

“It’s  all  focused  on  self,”  he  said. 
“It’s  very  flesh-oriented,  so  there 
are  constant  sexual  jokes  and  innu¬ 
endos.” 

“It’s  a  ‘me,  me,  me’  business.  My 
weight,  my  hair,  my  skin,  my  ca¬ 
reer,”  Ms.  Krauss  said. 

Turning  down  the  money 

Ms.  Krauss  sometimes  counsels 
models  seeking  direction  for  their 
careers.  She  encourages  them  to 
take  control  of  marketing  them¬ 
selves  and  to  resist  the  efforts  of 
those  who  would  push  them  to  com¬ 
promise  their  standards. 

This  can  mean  saying  “No”  to  lu¬ 
crative  cigarette  and  alcohol  adver¬ 
tisers  that  often  pay  the  highest 
fees.  One  cigarette  company  paid  a 
male  model  $1  million  a  year  for  10 
years,  Mr.  Calenberg  said. 

“We  don’t  want  to  represent  a 
product  that  kills  people,  to  have 
our  faces  used  in  an  ad  that  says, 
‘this  is  OK,  it’s  cool,’  ”  Ms.  Krauss 
explains.  “You  are  responsible  for 
the  consequences  of  the  products 
you  endorse.” 

The  models  contend  that  there’s 
plenty  of  work  in  sportswear  and 
suits  to  keep  them  busy. 

“I  love  polyester,”  Ms.  Krauss 
said.  “It  pays  the  bills.” 


Odessa  Jews  are  free  at  last  to  be  Jews 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

ODESSA,  Ukraine — Like  so 
many  other  Jews  in  the  former  Sovi¬ 
et  Union,  Lena  Tsarjova  grew  up 
looking  forward  to  the  day  when  she 
would  leave  her  country  forever. 

“Since  I  was  six,  my  mother  told 
me  that  we  would  live  in  America. 
And  there  we  could  be  Jewish”  and 
observe  religious  traditions,  said 
Ms.  Tsarjova,  who  is  26. 

Now,  her  mother  lives  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  and  just  about  all  of  the  rest 
of  her  relatives  and  close  friends 
have  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  Israel  or  Western  Europe. 

But  Ms.  Tsarjova,  with  her  hus¬ 
band  and  5-year-old  daughter,  has 
decided  to  stay  behind.  She  and  a 
growing  number  of  Jews  are  giving 
the  land  of  their  birth  a  second 
chance. 

“In  the  last  months,  something 
has  changed  in  our  lives,”  she  said. 
“We  have  received  freedom.” 

They  have  the  freedom  and  will 
to  practice  their  faith  and  take  part 
in  Jewish  communal  life.  But,  after 
decades  of  repression  and  official 
anti-Semitism  by  the  Soviet  state, 
many  of  them  do  not  have  the 
slightest  idea  of  how  to  do  so. 

Thousands  of  Jews  in  Odessa, 
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ODESSA,  Ukraine — Jewish  children  learn  how  to  be  practice  their 
faith  in  Odessa.  In  this  former  communist  stronghold,  Jews  can  now 
enter  their  synagogue  without  fear  of  being  under  the  watchful  eye 
of  the  secret  police. 


once  a  thriving  center  of  Jewish  life 
and  culture,  are  learning  for  the 
first  time  how  to  hold  a  Passover  se¬ 
der,  celebrate  a  bar  mitzvah  and 


take  part  in  other  rituals  of  the 
faith. 

In  this  city  on  the  Black  Sea,  Ju¬ 
daism  is  coming  to  life  again. 


For  a  long  time,  “Soviet  Jewry” 
was  nearly  synonymous  with  emi¬ 
gration,  or  at  least  the  desire  to  emi¬ 
grate.  Many  Jews  still  want  out, 
though  not  because  of  any  policy  of 
discrimination.  The  economic 
hardships  of  post-Soviet  life  are 
usually  what  drive  people  to  other 
countries  these  days. 

But  more  and  more  people,  after 
years  of  trying  to  leave,  now  want  to 
stay.  In  1990,  200,000  Jews  left  the 
Soviet  Union,  according  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee,  a  charitable  agency  based  in 
New  York. 

In  other  words,  the  flow  of  emi¬ 
gration  has  slowed  to  roughly  a 
third  of  what  it  was  two  years  ago. 
One  explanation  of  the  trend  is  that 
Israel  has  found  it  harder  to  assimi¬ 
late  the  newcomers  by  giving  them 
jobs,  housing  and  education. 

But  what  holds  back  Ms.  Tsar¬ 
jova  and  many  others  like  her  is  the 
chance  to  live  freely  as  Jews  in  their 
native  land. 

In  contrast,  during  the  first  half 
of  this  year,  only  34,000  Jews  emi¬ 
grated  from  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States. 

Odessa  has  between  50,000  and 
80,000  Jewish  inhabitants,  accord¬ 
ing  to  estimates  by  Jewish  leaders. 


Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
to  stress  business  ethics 


Religious  News  Service 

Business  ethics  will  be  at  the 
top  of  the  agenda  when  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  George 
Carey  addresses  250  of  the  most 
prominent  laypersons  in  the 
Episcopal  Church  during  his  first 
official  visit  to  the  United  States 
this  month. 

Bishop  Carey  has  encouraged 
members  of  his  own  church,  the 
Church  of  England,  to  live  out 
their  faith  in  their  jobs  and  com¬ 
munities.  It  is  expected  that  he 
will  import  that  theme  when  he 
speaks  to  Episcopalians  Sept.  1 1 
at  the  Capital  Hilton  Hotel  in 
Washington. 

The  event,  part  of  a  three-day 
conference  entitled  “Values  in 
Vocation:  A  Leadership  Chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  Laity,”  is  sponsored 
by  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in 
Manhattan. 

Satellite  communications 

The  address  by  the  archbishop, 
symbolic  leader  of  Anglicans  the 
world  over,  will  be  beamed  via 
satellite  to  thousands  of  other 
Episcopalians  at  40  teleconferenc¬ 


ing  centers  across  the  country. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Charles 
Cesaretti,  deputy  for  parish  stud¬ 
ies  at  Trinity  Church,  organizers 
hope  one  result  of  the  three-day 
affair  will  be  the  emergence  of 
networks  of  leaders  dedicated  to 
faith-centered  decision-making. 

The  point  of  the  conference  is 
not  simply  to  preach  to  the  laity 
but  also  to  solicit  feedback  from 
them.  Participants  will  be  able  to 
hear  and  respond  to  Mr.  Carey, 
and  on  the  final  day  of  the  con¬ 
ference  itself.  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Carey 
and  Episcopal  Church  Presiding 
Bishop  Edmond  Browning  will 
field  questions  and  receive  com¬ 
ment  from  laity  who  are  there. 

Networked  support 

Bishop  Alex  Dickson  of  the  Di¬ 
ocese  of  West  Tennessee,  said  that 
his  primary  hope  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  is:“that  a  fellowship  of  peers 
develops  so  that  when  a  CEO  in 
my  diocese  is  facing  a  difficult  eth¬ 
ical  decision  he  or  she  can  pick  up 
the  phone  and  call  another  CEO 
somewhere  in  the  country  and 
have  a  discussion  about  how  faith 
influences  their  decisions.” 


Moment  of  inspiration 

Still  our  brothers'  keepers 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MIAMI — We  have  about  5,000 
new  and  unwanted  strangers  in  our 
backyard.  They’re  poor  outsiders, 
flat-broke  and  trying  every  day  to 
take  jobs  away  from  our  home¬ 
grown  poor. 

And  they  can’t  read.  Not  even  in 
their  own  language.  They  don’t 
speak  English,  or  even  Spanish.  Lit¬ 
tle  wonder  there’s  lots  of  suspicion 
on  both  sides. 

What’s  more,  these  new  immi¬ 
grants  are  often  sick.  They  have  a 
high  rate  of  tuberculosis. 

Even  though  they've  supposedly 
been  screened  for  the  HIV  virus,  it’s 
showing  up  in  frightening  numbers 
among  them. 

And  we  didn’t  ask  for  them.  The 
federal  government  just  brought 
them  here  to  a  remote  airfield  at  the 
rate  of  300  to  600  a  week,  gave  them 
a  work  permit  good  for  90  days, 
turned  them  loose  with  $175  each, 
and  seemingly  walked  away  from  any 
further  responsibility,  either  to  them 
or  to  the  community  that  now  has  to 
deal  with  their  needs. 

Who  are  these  strangers  among 
us?  These  gentle,  cautious,  proud, 
honest  but  desperate  people  are 


Haitians. 

They’re  Haitians  who  fled  a  tom 
homeland  in  crowded,  open  boats, 
who  were  detained  behind  barbed 
wire  at  Guantanamo,  who  have 
enough  of  a  credible  claim  to  politi¬ 
cal  persecution  that  they  were 
brought  to  the  United  States  under 
federal  court  order,  and  who  now 
struggle  to  survive  in  a  land  where 
many  people  prefer  them  to  be  in¬ 
visible. 

But  there  are  those  who  see  them. 
A  lawyer  gives  his  vacation  time  to 
assist  in  filing  asylum  papers.  A  pe¬ 
diatric  nurse  quits  her  job  and 
comes  to  teach  prenatal  and  postna¬ 
tal  care  and  nutrition. 

A  social  worker  gives  up  her  sab¬ 
batical  leave  and  comes  to  revitalize 
an  agency  that  serves  them.  Nation¬ 
al  church  leaders  meet  in  emergen¬ 
cy  session  to  allocate  thousands  of 
dollars  to  help  pay  the  caseworkers. 

These  people  do  more  than  see. 
They  answer  an  resounding  “Yes!” 
to  a  question  as  old  as  human  histo¬ 
ry:  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper? 

Mr.  Hutchinson  is  director  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  communications  for 
the  Christian  Community  Service 
Agency  in  Miami,  Fla. 


Weapons  out,  religion  in 

ROCKENSUSSRA,  Germany — The  end  of  fhe  Cold  War  Has 
brought  such  sights  as  this  worker  cutting  a  gun  barrel  into 
pieces  during  the  official  start  of  the  destruction  of  some 
10,000  tanks,  artillery  and  military  aircraft.  The  Cold  War's 
end  also  has  brought  new  religious  freedom  to  thousands  of 
people  in  the  former  Soviet  Union  and  Eastern  Europe. 
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Dominicans  offer  Fox 
a  'last  chance'  to  stay 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 

Religious  News  Service 

The  door  has  finally  slammed 
shut  on  the  Rev.  Matthew  Fox,  a 
contentious  Catholic  priest  and 
theologian  from  California  who  has 
been  dismissed  from  the  Domini¬ 
can  religious  order. 

But  a  new  master  general  of  the 
order  says  the  door  could  reopen — 
if  only  Mr.  Fox  would  make  “some 
gesture"  to  community  life. 

Mr.  Fox  was  notified  on  Aug.  8 
that  the  most  severe  discipline,  ex¬ 
pulsion  from  the  order,  had  been 
imposed  because  he  has  refused  to 
comply  with  repeated  requests  from 
a  religious  superior  in  Chicago  that 
he  leave  California  and  return  to 
the  Midwest. 

Mr.  Fox’s  refusal  to  move  vio¬ 
lates  a  vow  to  obey  religious  superi¬ 
ors,  which  he  took  when  he  entered 
the  Dominican  order  32  years  ago. 
Nevertheless,  he  said  in  a  news  re¬ 
lease  that  leaving  California  would 
be  contrary  to  his  conscience  and 
detrimental  to  his  work. 

Despite  the  final  decision  to  oust 
Mr.  Fox,  he  could  be  offered  yet  an¬ 
other  “last  chance”  to  remain  in  the 
Dominican  fold. 


History  of  controversy 

Mr.  Fox  lives  apart  from  others 
in  the  Dominican  order,  formally 
known  as  the  Order  of  Friars 
Preachers,  and  heads  the  Institute 
for  Culture  and  Creation  Spiritual¬ 
ity  at  Holy  Names  College  in  Oak¬ 
land,  Calif.  Public  controversy  has 
surrounded  him  since  the  mid- 
1980s,  when  the  Vatican  initiated 
an  investigation  of  his  theological 
writings,  a  process  that  culminated 
in  his  being  silenced  for  a  year  in 
1988. 

Mr.  Fox  has  upset  some  in  the 
church  with  both  his  writings  and 
the  work  of  the  institute  which  has 
employed  a  self-styled  witch  called 
Starhawk,  a  masseuse  and  a  Zen 
buddhist. 

Despite  the  dismissal,  Mr.  Fox, 
having  dodged  deadlines  and  ulti¬ 
matums  for  months,  may  yet  have  a 
chance  to  remain  a  Dominican. 

The  process  could  be  reversed  by 
the  Rev.  Timothy  Radcliffe  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  newly  elected  Master  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  worldwide  Dominican 
order.  Mr.  Radcliffe  succeeded  the 
Rev.  Damian  Byrne  in  the  post  in 
July,  just  after  Mr.  Byrne  petitioned 
the  Vatican  to  approve  Mr.  Fox’s 
dismissal. 

Mr.  Byrne,  who  was  replaced  by 
Mr.  Radcliffe  during  a  meeting  of 
the  order’s  leadership  in  July  in 
Mexico  City,  had  been  asked  to 
seek  Mr.  Fox’s  ouster  by  the  Rev. 
Donald  Goergen,  head  of  the  Chica¬ 
go  province,  and  members  of  his 
council. 

A  spokesman  for  Mr.  Fox.  Daniel 
Turner,  said  the  Vatican  is  unlikely 
to  reject  the  request. 


Mr.  Fox  was  notified 
that  the  most  severe 
discipline,  expulsion 
from  the  order,  had  been 
imposed. 


“We  like  Matty,  you  understand 
that,”  said  the  Rev.  John  Mills,  a 
spokesman  for  Mr.  Radcliffe  in 
London.  He  said  Mr.  Radcliffe  had 
written  Mr.  Fox  and  said  that  if  he 
would  only  “make  some  gesture  to 
community  life,”  Mr.  Radcliffe 
would  “do  everything  he  can  to  try 
to  stop  the  process  even  at  this 
stage.” 

The  request  to  approve  Mr.  Fox’s 
dismissal  was  sent  to  the  Vatican 
congregation  that  oversees  religious 
orders. 

Asked  to  leave 

If  Mr.  Radcliffe  does  reverse  the 
process,  Mr.  Turner  said  Mr.  Fox 
might  Find  a  new  home  with  a  prov¬ 
ince  other  than  Chicago.  Although 
Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Fox’s  spokesman, 
refused  to  elaborate,  it  is  known 
that  members  of  the  Dominican’s 
Dutch  province  have,  in  the  past, 
expressed  an  interest  in  having  Mr. 
Fox  in  Holland. 

No  one  is  certain  when  the  Vati¬ 
can  will  consider  the  expulsion  re¬ 
quest.  “It  could  take  months,”  said 
Mr.  Mills.  If  Mr.  Fox  is  dismissed, 
he  will  remain  a  priest,  explained 
Mr.  Turner,  but  will  not  be  able  to 
perform  the  sacraments. 

Mr.  Mills  said  some  in  the  order 
“feel  exasperated  by  Father  Fox” 
because  he  refuses  to  budge  on  his 
refusal  to  move  to  the  Midwest. 

Falwell  seeks  more 
markets  for  show 

Religious  News  Service 

LYNCHBURG,  Va.— Two  years 
after  removing  his  “Old  Time  Gos¬ 
pel  Hour"  program  from  most  of  its 
broadcast  outlets  in  a  cost-cutting 
move,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  is 
seeking  new  markets  for  the  weekly 
television  show. 

At  its  height  in  the  1980s,  the 
show  was  aired  on  more  than  200 
stations.  Recently  it  has  been  shown 
on  about  25  stations  in  the  United 
States  and  on  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention's  American  Christian 
Television  System. 

That  cable  network,  which 
reaches  about  8  million  households, 
will  begin  sharing  a  common  chan¬ 
nel  in  October  with  the  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network  with  the 
potential  to  reach  more  than  20 
million  households. 

Mr.  Falwell’s  spokesperson,  Mark 
DcMoss,  said  he  wasn’t  sure  bow- 
much  the  expansion  would  tvs 
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THERAPY  TECHNIQUES 
FOR  ADOLESCENTS 


October  23 ,  1992 
Methodist  Children's  Home 
Ruston,  LA 
9:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

CEU:  .7  CEU  Fee:  $5.00  Seminar  Fee:  $25.00 


THANK  YOU  DONORS  FOR  A 
WONDERFUL  SUMMER! 


(Pictures  by  Kyle  Birch  —  Assistant  Director  of  Development.) 


Workshop  Schedule 

THERAPY  TECHNIQUES  FOR  ADOLESCENTS 

October  23, 1992 
9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Methodist  Children's  Home 
Ruston,  LA 

Theresa  Ree  Davidson,  BCSW,  ACSW, 

MSW,  B.S.  in  Psychology 

CULTURAL  DIVERSITIES 

January  18, 1993  9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Methodist  Children's  Home  Ruston,  LA 

January  19, 1993  1:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  New  Orleans,  LA 

Rev.  Doctor  Bruce  Wall,  B.A.  in  Theology,  Master's  in  Theology 
Karen  Wall,  MSW,  LICSW 

TREATING  THE  SEXUALLY  ABUSED 

March  5, 1993 
9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Methodist  Children's  Home 
Ruston,  LA 

Valerie  B.  Wolfe,  BCSW,  /ICSW 
B.S.  in  Psychology,  B.P.E.  in  Physical  Education 
Master's  in  Physical  Education  &  Master's  in  Social  Work 

f  LET'S  LEARN  ABOUT  ATTACHMENT  DISORDERS 

April  23, 1993 
9:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 

Methodist  Children's  Home 

:  r  y y  :. 

•  >  /  ■/  I 

|  Mark  S.  Sadler,  Ph  D. 

HI  B.S.  in  Psychology,  Dr.  Ed.  in  Counseling  Psychology 
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^ova  Scotia 
Louisiana 

The  Church  Is  the  Center 

Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 

Superintendent 

Lake  Charles  District 

Somewhere  between  Louisiana  and  Nova  Scotia  our  recent  family  va¬ 
cation  became  a  pilgrimage.  From  the  moment  we  stepped  out  of  our 
car  at  the  National  Park  in  Grand-Pre,  Nova  Scotia,  we  sensed  that  we 
were  surrounded  by  sacred  space. 

There  was  no  booth  at  which  to  pay  before  entering,  no  lines,  no  fast 
food.  Rather,  there  were  helpful  Rangers  who  offered  both  hospitality  and 
information.  As  we  walked  the  path  to  the  restored  church  where  in  1755 
Acadian  men  and  boys  of  Grand-Pre  were  informed  that  the  British  colo¬ 
nial  officials  were  expelling  them  and  their  families,  we  were  drawn  back 
in  time.  The  Acadians  had  occupied  the  land  for  over  75  years. 

Inside  the  exquisite  church  we  found  brass  plaques  with  names  of 
these  early  settlers  and  church  members.  It  read  like  a  roll  call  of 
names  dear  to  us  in  South  Louisiana.  We  talked  in  whispers.  We 
walked  carefully.  We  breathed  deeply  of  the  atmosphere  that  surround¬ 
ed  this  place.  As  I  saw  the  beauty  of  their  land,  I  knew  the  Acadians’ 
hearts  must  have  ached  as  they  left.  Grand-Pre  means  “Great  Mead¬ 
ow,”  and  in  all  creation  it  must  be  one  of  God’s  favorite  places.  At  the 
center  of  all  that  history  and  beauty  was  the  Church. 

Back  home  in  Louisiana,  I  met  with  the  District  Board  of  Church 
Locations  recently.  We  approved  the  plans  for  an  Activity  Center  for  a 
growing  church  with  130  families.  It  was  exciting.  Before  we  left,  I  said 
in  so  many  words,  “Remember  who  you  are.  Remember  our  Wesleyan 
Heritage.  We  never  build  just  to  keep  our  facilities  pretty  or  for  our¬ 
selves  alone.  As  soon  as  the  contractor  completes  the  building  you  will 
have  the  community  on  your  doorstep  wanting  to  use  this  facility  for 
Scouting,  AA  and  a  myriad  of  other  causes.  Be  true  to  your  heritage.” 

Through  the  years,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  been  the  place 
in  communities  everywhere  that  has  opened  its  doors  to  organizations 
and  groups  who  have  nowhere  else  to,  gft.  Wfi  welcome  not  just  our 
members,  but  the  wider  family  of  God.  We  stand  at  the  center  of  our 
towns  and  crossroads  and  cities  as  the  Community  of  Faith  made  up  of 
a  cross-section  of  people  who  do  not  ask  you  to  pay  a  fee  to  enter,  who 
provide  a  sacred  place,  who  day  by  day  offer  the  ministry  of  Christ. 

When  we  are  at  our  best  we  are  there  to  invite,  welcome,  include,  renew, 
teach,  celebrate  and  send  out  disciples  who  know  the  One  whose  story  we 
tell.  We  are  linked.  We  are  connected.  From  Nova  Scotia  to  Louisiana 
came  Acadian  Pilgrims  who  stayed  to  farm  and  fish,  to  raise  families  and 
to  nurture  their  faith.  At  the  center  of  their  lives  was  the  Church.  No  won¬ 
der  we  are  so  richly  blessed  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Unloading  a  truck  of  supplies  from  Bellefontaine  UMC,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  are  volunteers  in  Franklin.  Help  has  poured  into  Louisiana 
from  all  over  the  United  States  following  Hurricane  Andrew. 


'Labor  Day  of  Love'  Opens 
Sager  Brown  for  Refugees 


Three  hundred  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  others  from  many  areas  of 
Louisiana  gathered  at  the  former 
Sager  Brown  School  in  Baldwin  lo¬ 
cated  in  St.  Mary  Parish  to  get  the 
building  in  shape  to  house  70  home¬ 
less  persons.  The  families  made 
homeless  by  the  hurricane  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  housed  in  Red  Cross 
shelters. 

The  school’s  gym  also  was  opened 
to  store  emergency  relief  supplies 
for  area  residents. 

The  clean-up,  fix-up  project  was 
called  the  “Labor  Day  of  Love”  be¬ 
cause  it  was  held  on  Labor  Day 
week-end. 

There  was  much  work  to  be  done 
since  the  former  boarding  school 
was  in  disrepair  and  had  been 
closed  several  years.  It  is  owned  by 
Woman’s  Division,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  Members  of 
Trinity,  Baldwin,  collected  bedding 
and  other  items. 

The  National  Guard  prepared 
food  for  everyone.  A  camp  meeting 
was  held  on  Monday  (Labor  Day) 


for  the  participants. 

Rose  Price,  who  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Wybra,  and  the  Rev.  Tommy 
Bergeron,  pastor  of  Pharr  Chapel, 
Morgan  City,  are  coordinating  a  re¬ 
lief  center  in  their  church  in  Mor¬ 
gan  City,  sent  workers  to  Baldwin. 

“We  have  workers  here  from  Illi¬ 
nois,  Massachusetts,  Oklahoma  and 
South  Carolina,”  she  said.  “They 
are  being  housed  in  our  Educational 
Building.  In  addition,  we  have  ser¬ 
viced  2,000  people,  providing  food 
and  other  items.  We’ve  also  distrib¬ 
uted  food  and  ice  to  schools  and 
churches  housing  (hurricane)  home¬ 
less  from  here  to  Patterson.” 

The  church  and  others  in  the  area 
who  met  at  Franklin  to  coordinate 
with  the  Red  Cross,  Salvation  Army 
and  other  agencies,  are  providing 
ongoing  relief  for  families  who  have 
lost  everything.  The  families,  in¬ 
cluding  “50  to  55  small  children 
housed  in  Sager  Brown  had  homes 
that  were  demolished,”  Rose  Price 
said.  “They  have  nothing  left  to  go 
to.” 


Volunteers  and  staff  members  of  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  arrived  in  Louisiana  immediately  after  the  storm  to 
bring  encouragement  and  help.  From  LEFT,  are  Rev.  Meri  Whitaker, 
Virginia  Miller,  Sharon  Rabun,  Lloyd  Rollins,  executive  secretary 
Emergency  Response,  and  Rev.  Tom  Robinson. 


Carl  Rhoads  III  Named 
D.S.  for  North  Shore 
W.  Peeples  to  Shreveport 


The  Rev.  Carl 
E.  Rhoads  III,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Min- 
den,  has  been 
named  superin¬ 
tendent  of  North 
Shore  District. 
The  Rev.  William 
Peeples,  who  is 
serving  his  first 
year  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  North  Shore,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport.  The  church  position  was 
vacated  by  Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey  who 
was  named  director  of  Church  De¬ 
velopment  in  Russia  and  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Independent  States. 

The  new  appointments,  effective 
Oct.  15,  were  made  by  Bishop 
William  Oden  in  consultation  with 
the  Cabinet. 

Rhoads  came  to  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  in  1976  after  serving  in  the 
Memphis  Conference  from  1964  to 
1975. 

From  1976  to  1990,  he  served  at 
First  UMC,  Shreveport,  first  as 
minister  of  education,  then  as  min¬ 
ister  of  pastoral  care  and  later  exec¬ 
utive  minister  (administrative). 

He  is  serving  his  third  year  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Minden  church.  Bom  in 


Memphis,  he  attended  Lambuth  Col¬ 
lege  in  Jackson.  Tenn.  and  received  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  from  the 
Divinity  School  at  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Nashville.  He  has  served 
on  a  number  of  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  commissions  and  committees, 
has  been  dean  of  the  Pastor’s  School 
and  registrar  of  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

He  and  his  wife,  Ann,  have  two 
daughters,  Beth  Ann,  a  student  at 
Centenary  College  and  Amy  Joyce, 
a  graduate  ofSMU. 

Peeples  has  served  a  number  of 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  prior  to  his  appointment 
as  district  superintendent  was  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC  in  West  Monroe. 

Other  new  appointments  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  are:  The  Rev. 
Larry  Robertson,  pastor  of  Poncha- 
toula  First-Lee’s  Landing,  assigned 
to  Bastrop,  First-Collinston;  the 
Rev.  Burton  F.  Blair,  pastor  of  Viv¬ 
ian,  assigned  to  Ponchatoula,  First- 
Lee’s  Landing,  and  the  Rev.  Ted 
Freeland,  associate.  First,  Monroe, 
assigned  to  First,  Walker.  The  first 
two  appointments  mentioned  are 
effective  Oct.  1  and  Freeland's  is  ef¬ 
fective  Oct.  15. 

Additional  appointments  are  to 
be  announced  by  Bishop  Oden. 


Rev.  Carl  E. 
Rhoads  III 


Collection  for  Homes 

Where  Does  A  Minister  Reside 
After  Retirement  From  Service? 


Our  ministers  and  their  families, 
who  mean  so  much  to  us  and  who 
must  travel  from  parsonage  to  par¬ 
sonage  never  have  a  home  of  their 
own.  When  these  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  clergy  retire  they  and  their 
spouses  need  a  place  to  live. 

The  special  collection  to  be  taken  in 
most  churches  on  Sept.  20,  Retired 
Ministers'  Homes  Sunday,  will  go  to¬ 
ward  maintaining  the  dwellings  avail¬ 
able  as  residences  for  the  retirees,  the 
Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  said.  He  is  the 
new  director  of  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Homes  Board  Inc. 

The  office  has  moved  from  the 
Conference  Headquarters  Building  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  St.  Luke-Simpson 
UMC,  Lake  Charles.  He  mentioned 
that  the  collection  may  be  taken  on 
any  Sunday  around  this  time  of  year 
(as  a  communion  offering  for  in¬ 
stance)  if  Sept.  20  is  not  convenient. 

Giving  is  a  Conference  Advance 
Special  and  may  also  be  a  part  of  the 
Mike  Johns  Jr.  Memorial  Fund.  Johns, 
a  lay  person  and  board  treasurer  for 
more  than  30  years,  died  recently. 

Retired  ministers  and  spouses 
live  in  the  42  houses,  five  apart¬ 


ments  and  two  duplexes  maintained 
by  the  board.  “Eighty  per  cent  of 
our  appointments  are  rural  ones 
with  200  or  less  members,”  Bowdon 
said.  “Though  they  have  liveable 
homes,  the  pastors  do  not  make  sal¬ 
aries  large  enough  to  buy  retirement 
homes."  The  homes  are  purchased 
by  the  board  or  received  as  gifts. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  A.  Patton  Jr.  and 
wife,  June,  live  in  a  home  in  Monroe 
where  he  serves  as  minister  of  visita¬ 
tion  for  Lea  Joyner  UMC/Beekman. 

"When  I  entered  the  Conference  in 
1952,  fresh  out  of  seminary,  ”  he 
said,  “one  of  the  programs  that  was 
just  getting  off  the  ground  was  one  to 
establish  homes  for  retired  ministers. 

“I  certainly  did  not  have  retirement 
on  my  mind,  however,  before  I  turned 
around  twice  1982  rolled  around  and 
it  was  time  for  my  retirement.  The 
home  in  Monroe  became  available. 
This  home  has  enhanced  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  June  and  me  more  than  I  can 
say  in  words.  Because  of  the  home, 
these  “last”  years  have  been  the  best 
of  all.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  to  all  who 
make  homes  such  as  we  have,  “ours." 


In  Memoriam 


The  Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly,  76,  of 
Natchitoches,  pastor  of  Provencal- 
Weaver  UM  Charge,  died  Sept.  3. 
His  funeral  was  held  Sept.  5  in  Hol¬ 
ly  Grove  UMC  in  Leesville. 

Conerly  served  a  number  of 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  from  1950  to  1981  when  he  offi¬ 


cially  retired.  Beginning  in  1977  until 
his  retirement,  he  was  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Lake  Charles-Crowley.  He 
continued  to  serve  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  his  retirement. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Me- 
lonea  Conerly,  404  K  Chester  Lane, 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457. 


For  Advent  Season 


Over  100  UM  Churches 
In  Louisiana  Conference 
Contribute  To  Booklet 


Teach  Sunday 
school  children 
the  Christian 
symbols  in  a  sim¬ 
ple  peppermint 
candy  cane. 

Honor  the 
Christ  Child 
through  the  light¬ 
ing  of  the 
Rev.  Leslie  Akin  church’s  Chris- 
mon  tree  and  have  the  choir  per¬ 
form  a  cantata  during  Advent. 

Have  a  special  worship  service 
for  the  Hanging  of  the  Greens  in  the 
church  to  make  the  use  of  Christ¬ 
mas  greenery  more  symbolically 
meaningful. 


All  the  Trekkies  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  can  present  an  original  Christ¬ 
mas  play,  “Santa  Trek,  The  Lost 
Generation,”  written  by  Louisiana 
minister,  the  Rev.  Randy  Scrivener 
of  Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope. 

These  and  other  ways  to  have  a 
more  meaningful  Christmas  in  your 
church  and  your  family  are  includ¬ 
ed  in  Celebrate  Advent,  a  Network 
Worship  Booklet  “filled  with  ideas 
from  over  100  UM  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference”  and  some 
from  out-of-state. 


Compiled  by  the  Rev.  Leslie  N. 
Akin,  director,  Conference  Educa¬ 
tional  and  Worship  Ministries,  the 
booklet  printed  at  the  Conference 
office  is  to  be  used  now  to  plan 
ahead  for  the  Advent  season. 

“Included  in  the  booklet  are  plays 
written  by  ministers  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence,  workshops,  good  ideas  for 
worship  and  Advent  activities  sub¬ 
mitted  by  lay  persons  and  clergy,” 
Akin  said. 


Karen  Fisher-Brasher  of  First 
UMC,  New  Roads,  wrote  about 
how  the  church  participates  in  a 
Christmas  walking  tour  sponsored 
by  the  local  historical  society,  a 
great  idea  for  churches  in  historic 
communities  or  areas. 

“Our  small  sanctuary  was  the 
first  protestant  church  erected  in 
New  Roads  (in  1903),’’  she  said.  “A 
conscious  effort  has  been  made  to 
preserve  the  original  structure  and 


its  charm.  This  is 
particularly  evi¬ 
dent  at  Christ¬ 
mas." 

Owners  of 
homes  along  the 
street  decorate 
their  houses  and 
yards  for  the 
tour. 

“First  UMC  is 
open  to  provide  a  refuge  for  walk¬ 
ers,”  Fisher-Brasher  writes.  “We  in¬ 
vite  area  churches  to  sing  carols  in 
the  warmth  and  protection  of  the 
sanctuary  carefully  decorated  for 
the  season.  In  the  Educational 
Building,  the  walkers  are  served  hot 
cider  and  cookies  with  warm  fellow¬ 
ship. 

“The  congregation  of  First  UMC 
finds  this  the  perfect  opportunity  to 
familiarize  local  folks  and  visitors 
with  our  little  church  and  its  history.” 

(Rev.  Ken  Chalker,  speaker  at  the 
recent  Conference  Communica¬ 
tions  workshop  said,  “Surveys  show 
that  everybody  in  a  neighborhood 
knows  where  a  McDonald’s  is  locat¬ 
ed  but  only  one  in  five  knows  the 
location  of  a  United  Methodist 
Church.”) 

Diane  Wilkinson  of  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  submitted  for  the 
booklet  an  Advent-Christmas  Cal¬ 
endar.  Each  day  a  person  does  a 
suggested  activity  (pray  for  some¬ 
one  or  read  a  certain  scripture)  and 
colors  the  picture  of  a  Christian 
symbol  in  the  day’s  square. 

Janet  Westlake,  St.  Matthew’s, 
Metairie,  submitted  Scriptures  and 
ideas  for  Christmas  games,  crafts, 
activities,  music  and  a  happy 
Christmas  song:  “Ho  Ho  Ho  Ho¬ 
sanna/Ha  Ha  Ha  Hallelujah/He  He 
He  saves  me/  and  I’ve  got  the  love 
of  the  Lord.” 

Copies  of  the  booklet  are  now 
available  and  will  be  distributed  on 
a  first-come,  first-serve  basis  for 
$3.50  to  cover  costs  of  production, 
Akin  said.  Send  requests  to:  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5720,  and  mark  letters,  At¬ 
tention:  Worship. 


Judy  G.  Smith  To  Focus 
On  Creativity  in  Teaching 
Sunday  School  Classes 


Creative  approaches  to  teach¬ 
ing  Sunday  school  including  the 
use  of  drama  in  teaching  the  Bi¬ 
ble  will  be  explored  when  Judy 
Gattis  Smith  comes  to  two  Loui¬ 
siana  churches,  St.  Matthew’s  in 
Metairie  and  University  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Sept.  1 9  and  20. 

Sunday  school  teachers,  youth 
counselors,  children's  workers, 
educators,  pastors  and  others  in¬ 
terested  in  innovative  ways  of 
teaching  are  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  free  workshops. 

“Glimpsing  God  Through  Col¬ 
ored  Windows”  will  be  Smith’s 
subject  for  the  workshop  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  Sept.  19,  from  9  a.m.  to  3 


p.m.  in  St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  Me¬ 
tairie.  Call  Janet  Westlake,  (504) 
888-1155,  for  reservations  up  to 
the  date  of  the  event.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  take  sack  lunches.  Bev¬ 
erages  and  dessert  will  be 
furnished. 

Smith's  subject  at  University 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  will  be 
“Creativity  in  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion.”  The  workshop  is  to  be 
Sunday,  Sept.  20,  from  1  to  5 
p.m.  Linda  Fox,  who  is  in  charge 
of  the  event  in  Baton  Rouge  said 
reservations  aren't  necessary,  but 
she  may  be  contacted  for  infor¬ 
mation,  at  (504)  926-2670,  or 
call  the  church,  (504)  344-0343. 


Aldersgate  UMC  Slidell  Sends 
40,000  Pounds  by  Plane,  Truck 


Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell,  lead 
by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Cliff  C. 
Wright  Jr.  and  lay  person,  Jana 
Hull,  quickly  mobilized  food  water, 
ice  baby  needs,  clothing  and  other 
emergency  supplies  right  after  the 
hurricane  hit.  Finding  that  needs 
were  met  nearer  to  home  in  LaPlace 
and  Reserve,  they  sent  40  plane 
loads  and  10  truck-loads  of  sup¬ 
plies,  40,000  pounds  in  all,  to  the 


New  Iberia,  Patterson  and  Morgan 
City  areas. 

Andy  Knight,  a  pilot  who  is  in  the 
church,  arranged  for  the  flights  by 
St.  Tammany  Experimental  Avia¬ 
tion  Group  and  the  National  Guard 
assisted  with  the  truck  transports. 

“It’s  exciting  to  know  you  had  a 
small  hand  in  such  an  undertak¬ 
ing,”  Wright  said. 
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HERE,  PONTIOS.  X'fA 
OlVINGr  ROOD  BERETS 
TO  MEMBERS  WHO  EARN 
BELOW  THE  fWERT/  LIRE. 


VJHAT  MAOE- 
VOO  THINK. 
MV  SALARY  „ 
ISTHATSMALL? 


X  TOOK  YO OR  ANNUAL  GrlYlNCr 
TO  THE  CHURCH  AMD 
MOLTIPUED  BY  TEN  \ 


My  Witness^.  —  - 

Hurricane  relief  efforts 
teach  us  how  to  receive 


Perceptive  readers  no  doubt  no¬ 
ticed  the  stark  contrast  in  recent 
news  reports  in  this  newspaper. 

In  one  story,  the  1992  Yearbook  of 
American  and  Canadian  Churches  re¬ 
ported  that  per-capita  giving  among 
North  American  Christians — includ¬ 
ing  United  Methodists — has  declined 
to  a  23-year  low  (see  UMR,  Sept.  1 1). 

Yet  on  the  same  page,  a  photo¬ 
graph  showed  United  Methodists 
loading  bottled  water  and  other 
supplies  for  shipment  to  victims  of 
Hurricane  Andrew. 

What  gives  here,  so  to  speak? 

These  examples  point  to  a  conflict 
at  the  heart  of  church  resources  to¬ 
day.  Specifically,  they  show  that 
Christians  will  respond  generously 
and  creatively  to  specific  needs  with 
which  they  can  identify  personally 
yet  all  the  while  leave  the  church’s 
ongoing  work  struggling  for  support. 

The  outpouring  of  response  to 
hurricane  victims  certainly  deserves 
praise.  In  most  cases,  Christians 
were  among  the  first  on  the  scene  in 
damaged  areas,  providing  food, 
shelter,  clothing  and  repairs.  Expe¬ 
rience  has  shown  that  church-relat¬ 
ed  groups  and  agencies  will  remain 
to  give  aid  long  after  other  organi- 


The  simple  word  “trust  has  been 
assigned  such  politicized  freight 
this  fall  that  one  hesitates  to  use  it, 
particularly  in  a  religious  context. 

But  no  other  word  better  conveys 
the  ideal  relationship  between  the 
church  and  its  members. 

No  ordained  minister  or  lay  offi¬ 
cial  can  look  into  the  faces  of  a 
worshipping  congregation  without 
realizing  that  people  trust  him  or 
her  to  say  what  he  or  she  believes, 


zations  depart. 

Yet  many  who  contribute  to 
church-related  disaster  response 
overlook  a  key  reality: 

Such  immediate  response  wouldn’t 
be  possible  without  funds  for  disas¬ 
ter-relief  administration,  promotion 
and  interpretation  from  permanent 
church  boards  and  agencies. 

And,  important  though  it  may  be,, 
disaster-relief  work  makes  up  only  a 
small  part  of  the  church’s  overall 
ministry. 


believe  what  he  or  she  says  and  to 
act  on  those  beliefs. 

This  trust  level  carries  over  to 
willingness  to  serve  on  church  com¬ 
mittees  and  boards,  to  coach 
church-sponsored  athletic  teams, 
flip  pancakes  for  annual  fund-rais¬ 
ers,  hold  prayer  vigils  for  troubled 
people  and  just  generally  to  “be  the 
church”  by  supporting  it  with 
prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  service. 

This  trust  level  also  carries  over 


overall  ministry — and  each  congrega¬ 
tion  can  list  its  own  which  meet  local 
community  needs — are  what  the 
continued  decline  in  giving  threatens. 

If  we  fail  to  stem  this  decline,  we 
may  find  ourselves  not  merely  in  fi¬ 
nancial  bankruptcy  but,  more  seri¬ 
ously,  in  spiritual  bankruptcy — 
without  monetary  and  moral  re¬ 
sources  to  follow  to  the  fullest  the 
command  of  the  One  who  told  us: 
“Feed  my  sheep.” 

We  suggest  that  local  congrega¬ 
tions  address  this  conflict  by  re-ex- 


to  the  offering  plate. 

What  troubles  us  most  about 
news  of  a  23-year  low  in  per-capita 
giving  to  churches  (see  related  edi¬ 
torial  above)  is  its  suggestion  that 
people  don’t  trust  the  church  the 
way  they  used  to. 

Obviously  a  troubled  economy 
and  election-year  uncertainty  about 
national  leadership  can  create  plen¬ 
ty  of  caution  and  tighten  purse 
strings.  However,  people  generally 


amining  members’  giving.  Ask: 

■  Does  our  church  curriculum — 
for  children  as  well  as  adults — teach 
the  biblical  instructions  on  managing 
God’s  resources,  including  money? 

■  How  can  we  communicate  the 
vital  link  between  ongoing  support 
and  crisis  response,  so  that  givers 
can  identify  with  preventive  as  well 
as  curative  work? 

■  What  ministries  can  we  sup¬ 
port  with  “hands-on”  help  even 
when  money  is  no  longer  available? 


find  a  way  to  support  those  things 
and  those  people  that  they  trust. 

The  Scriptures  tell  us  that  faith, 
hope  and  love  will  abide.  To  that 
eternal  triad  we  would  add  trust 
and  recommend  that  leaders  of 
each  congregation  and  each  denom¬ 
ination  ask  themselves: 

What  must  we  do  to  establish  and 
sustain  trust  between  the  members 
and  leaders  of  our  church? 


By  CHARLES  and  WILMA  PEARCE 

We  are  yet  alive!  Thanks  be  to  the 
Lord! 

Those  were  our  words  at  the  end 
of  five  hours  of  terror  caused  by 
Hurricane  Andrew. 

Andrew  blasted  our  community 
of  Homestead  and  most  of  south 
Florida  back  to  the  19th  Century. 

Windows  shattered.  Under  con¬ 
stant  rain  driven  by  1 60-mile-an-hour 
winds  with  gusts  as  high  as  203  miles 
an  hour,  large  objects  battered  our 
house  in  the  dark.  We  just  didn’t 
think  it  would  be  that  bad.  Now  we 
don’t  know  why  we  didn’t  evacuate. 

After  the  storm  passed  we  discov¬ 
ered  our  10-acre  lime  grove  was 
gone — and  so  were  most  of  our  win¬ 
dows,  our  door  and  our  garage  roof. 
The  contents  of  our  6-month-old 
house  were  damaged  or  lost. 

All  of  our  roads  were  blocked  by 
fallen  trees,  so  we  had  to  drive 
through  the  fields  to  our  church,  Sil¬ 
ver  Palm  United  Methodist.  There  we 
found  more  terrible  debris  but  no 
structural  damage  to  the  buildings. 

As  we  write  this,  14  days  after  the 
storm,  we  have  been  told  that  we 
won’t  have  electrical  power  for  two 
to  three  months.  We’ve  hooked  up  a 
mobile  generator  to  provide  some 
well  water  and  run  the  refrigerator. 

What  has  kept  us  going  has  been 
the  outpouring  of  prayers,  love  and 
food  that  began  arriving  at  Silver 
Palm  Church  within  24  hours  of  the 
storm. 

Cars  and  trucks  of  all  sizes  un¬ 
loaded  food  at  Silver  Palm.  St. 
John’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Melbourne  about  three  hours’  north 
of  us  and  Alamo  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Winter  Park  about  four 
hours’  north  sent  help  and  money. 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Charles  and  Wilma  Pearce  are 
members  of  Silver  Palm  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Homestead,  Fla.  (Flori¬ 
da  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Witness," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Suntree  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Melbourne  sent  workers 
who  cleaned  Silver  Palm  Church 
from  top  to  bottom.  They  pulled  the 
wet  carpet  out  of  the  sanctuary, 
sawed  all  the  fallen  trees  on  the 
grounds  and  prepared  us  so  we 
could  worship  together  the  Sunday 
after  the  storm. 

Four  days  after  the  storm,  a  disaster 
relief  team  from  the  South  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  arrived.  They  be¬ 
gan  to  repair  roofs  all  around  town. 

Our  church  has  become  the  site 
of  a  feeding  station  and  remains  a 
place  where  donations  are  received. 

What  makes  this  difficult  is  that 
for  many  years  our  congregation 
has  been  a  leader  in  missional  giv¬ 
ing.  Our  goal  has  been  to  give  50 
percent  of  our  income  to  missions. 

Now  we  are  on  the  receiving  end  of 
the  church’s  generosity  and  we  are 
having  problems  receiving  Our  first 
response  is  to  say,  “We’U  handle  it.” 

But  when  we  realize  that  contrac¬ 
tors  won’t  be  available  to  home- 
owners  for  months,  we  grit  our 
teeth  and  say,  “We’ll  take  the  help.” 

It  may  sound  funny,  but  receiving 
is  harder  than  giving.  You  have  to 
get  your  pride  out  of  the  way. 

Please  keep  us  in  your  prayers. 


The  many  forms  of  the  church’s 

And  a  matter  of  trust  underlying  our  contributions 


Faithfully  yours = 


Fidget  City?  Not  this  worship! 


Ordinarily,  when  the  regulation 
one  hour  that  American  Christians 

§  allot  for  Sunday 
worship  expires, 
it’s  Fidget  City 
heading  toward 
Gripesville. 

Conversely,  I 
ask  you:  When 
was  the  last  time 
Stephen  Swecker  anyone  told  you 
that  a  worship  service  was  too 
brief?  Same  here. 

Imagine  my  shock,  then,  at  the 
following  representative  responses 
to  a  recent  worship  service  that 
lasted — hold  tight  to  your  prayer 
cloths — 2  hours  and  1 4  minutes: 
“Too  short!”  (youth). 

“Best  worship  experience  I’ve 
ever  had”  (longtime  church 
member). 

“I  was  sorry  it  had  to  end” 
(middle-aged  woman). 
“Amazing”  (usher). 

“Wow!”  (pastor). 

Had  the  Kingdom  come  to 
Morristown,  N.J.? 

Maybe. 

What  had  come  for  sure, 
though,  was  a  group  of  30  Rus¬ 
sians  and  Ukrainians  to  the  local 
United  Methodist  Church.  They 
were  returning  a  visit  made  earlier 
this  summer  by  a  similar  delega¬ 
tion  of  Morristown  UMs  to  Russia 


Boris  Voronov  of  Kerch, 
Ukraine,  hugs  an  unidentified 
member  of  Morristown  Church. 

and  Ukraine  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

As  a  result  of  that  visit,  a  new 
United  Methodist  congregation 
is  being  formed  in  the  Crimean 
city  of  Kerch. 

Now,  on  this  Sunday  before  La¬ 
bor  Day,  a  spiritual  loop  was  being 
completed.  The  loop  linked  the 
Morristown  and  Kerch  groups  in 
bonds  of  Christian  community — a 
bond  so  unlikely  just  a  few  short 
years  ago  that  “I  can't  believe  it” 
was  still  a  common  refrain  over¬ 
heard  in  the  hallways  after  church. 

The  perfect  symbol  of  that 
completed  loop  occurred  midway 


in  the  worship  service. 

Kerch  United  Methodist  Boris 
Voronov,  a  cabinet  maker,  ceremo¬ 
niously  placed  around  the  necks  of 
each  of  his  30  Morristown  counter¬ 
parts  a  pendant  from  which  hung  a 
wooden  cross  that  he  had  carved 
especially  for  the  occasion. 

A  hushed  congregation  looked 
on  as  Boris  embraced  and  kissed 
the  recipients  of  his  gift.  It  was 
an  awesome  moment  of  moist 
eyes  and  a  distinct  sense  that, 
just  as  the  spirit  had  gone  out 
weeks  ago  from  Morristown  to 
Kerch,  the  same  spirit — and 
more — had  returned  to  bless 
those  who  had  been  a  blessing. 

And  so  it  went  for  more  than 
two  hours,  capped  by  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  and  the 
holy  community  it  fed. 

As  1  reflect  on  these  things  in  the 
afterglow  of  Morristown,  I  can’t 
help  but  think  that  it  surely  isn’t 
the  length  of  worship  services  in 
general  that  tests  our  patience. 

Rather,  where  worship  is  root¬ 
ed  in  the  experience  of  ordinary 
people  doing  big  things  to  the 
glory  of  God,  time  to  feel  and 
celebrate  God’s  spirit  will  almost 
always  be  too  brief. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum 
page  editor. 


What  others  are  sayings 


Letters  to  the  ^liitor 

We  haven't  done  well  as  peacemakers 


“I  would  like  to  buy  $3  worth  of 
God,  please — not  enough  to  ex¬ 
plode  my  soul  or  disturb  my  sleep, 
but  enough  to  equal  a  cup  of  warm 
milk  or  a  snooze  in  the  sunshine.  I 
don’t  want  enough  of  God  to  make 
me  love  an  enemy  or  pick  beets 
with  a  migrant;  I  want  ecstasy,  not 
transformation;  I  want  the  warmth 
of  the  womb,  not  a  new  birth.  I 


want  a  pound  of  the  Eternal  in  a  pa¬ 
per  sack.  I  would  like  to  buy  $3 
worth  of  God,  please.” 

— Wilbur  Rees,  quoted  in  “The  An¬ 
glican  Digest.” 

*  *  * 

“There  is  no  ‘us’  and  ‘them’  in 
the  Church — we  are  the  Body  of 
Christ  together.  Any  ‘us  versus 


them’  attitude  on  our  part  removes 
us  from  the  Body;  it  doesn’t  remove 
‘them.’  Changes  are  needed  in  the 
Church,  but  if  the  present  structure 
spends  all  its  energy  defending  itself 
from  self-inflicted  attacks,  nothing 
creative  will  happen.” 

— The  ReV.  Michael  J.  O’Donnell, 
writing  in  “Sacramental  Life,”  mag¬ 
azine  of  the  Order  of  St.  Luke. 


I  am.  writing  in  response  to  the 
“Here  I  Stand”  by  Richard  H. 
Spencer  (see  UMR,  Aug.  14). 

In  the  first  paragraph  Mr.  Spen¬ 
cer  perpetuates  the  myth  that  West¬ 
ern  Christians  have  accepted  for  the 
last  50  to  60  years  about  the  reli¬ 
gious  violence  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  truth  is  the  greatest  violence 
against  Muslims  and  Jews  since  the 
time  of  Christ  has  come  from  West¬ 
ern  Christians.  In  Yugoslavia  even 
now  Christians  are  expelling  Mus¬ 
lims  from  their  homes,  deporting 
them,  putting  them  in  concentra¬ 
tion  camps  and  killing  them. 

It  would  be  great  if  we  Christians 
could  put  aside  our  own  differences 
and  help  bring  peace  to  Middle  East 
as  Mr.  Spencer  suggests,  but  we 
don’t  have  a  very  good  track  record! 

Perhaps  the  best  thing  we  could 
do  is  stop  selling  them  weapons.  I 
think  eventually  they  will  work  out 
a  peaceful  solution. 

Margaret  Fertschneider 
Atascadero,  California 

We're  snowed  under 

I’ve  just  finished  reading  (for  the 
umpteenth  time)  Cynthia  B.  Astle’s 
article  on  the  banners  I  created  for 
the  North  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7).  She 
certainly  captured  my  feelings  and 
expressed  my  faith  very  accurately. 
Not  all  reporters  can  do  that. 

[As  a  result  of  the  article]  letters 
from  all  over  the  country  are  pour¬ 
ing  in  with  requests  to  use  the  ban¬ 
ners.  Because  of  the  unexpectedly 
large  response,  I’m  no  longer  han¬ 
dling  the  requests  from  my  home. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Those  of  steadfast  mind  you 
keep  in  peace — in  peace  because 
they  trust  in  you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Timothy  6:6,7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  20 

Monday:  Psalms  107:1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  107:4-9 
Wednesday:  Hosea  11:1-7 
Thursday:  Hosea  11:8-11 
Friday:  Luke  16:1-13 
Saturday:  1  Timothy  2:1-2 
Sunday:  1  Timothy  2:3-7 


Instead  we  are  developing  a  plan 
in  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference 
office  for  shipping  and  scheduling 
them  for  various  United  Methodist 
events  around  the  country. 

Information  on  how  to  request  the 
banners  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
Detroit  Annual  Conference,  21700 
Northwestern  Highway,  Suite  1200, 
Southfield,  Minn.  48075. 

Thank  you  for  your  ministry  of 
the  word  shared  with  so  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists. 

Millie  Janka 
Dearborn,  Michigan 

Where's  the  freedom? 

The  U.S.  Congress,  voting  on  the 
so-called  “Freedom  of  Choice  Act,” 
rejected  an  amendment  to  allow  pri¬ 
vate  hospitals,  such  as  church-related 
hospitals,  to  refuse  to  provide  abor¬ 
tion  services  without  legal  liability. 

Can  you  imagine  this  is  called  a 
“Freedom”  bill  when  a  religious  hospi¬ 
tal  or  any  hospital  for  that  matter  will 
be  forced  to  offer  elective  abortions? 

Gayle  Atwell 
Stafford,  Virginia 


What  a  joy! 

What  a  joy  to  read  Bishop  Woodie 
White’s  “Here  I  Stand”  headlined 
“Even  in  politics,  the  church  should 
be  different”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  7). 

Out  of  an  abiding  love  and  con¬ 
cern  for  the  church,  many  of  us 
United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy 
have  tried  to  say  the  same  thing  as 
Bishop  White,  only  to  be  ridiculed, 
ignored  and  sometimes  chastised. 

For  the  church  to  impact  and 
shape  the  world  by  God’s  grace  is 
our  divine  calling  and  our  only  mo¬ 
tivation.  Anything  less  than  that  is 
betrayal  of  the  Lord  of  the  church. 

Carl  A.  Sattelberg 
Rockford,  Illinois 

A  certain  madness 

It  was  said  of  the  early  Christians; 
“They’re  possessed  of  a  certain 
madness.” 

Now,  thanks  to  John  Wesley, 
There’s  “method”  in  our  madness! 

Vivian  Smith  Walker 
Waco,  Texas 
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LAND 


40  Million 

facing  starvation 

PLUS 

7  Million 

who  are  displaced 

EQUALS 

Need  for  Action! 

The  UMCOR  is  helping  through 
communal  mass  feedings,  long-term  1 
development  of  drought  resistant 
methods  of  agriculture,  and  water 
management.  Give  to: 

AFRICA  DROUGHT  -  Advance  Special 
#101250-4.  For  local  church  and  annual 
conference  credit:  Send  your  gift  through 
you r  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  will  then 
be  forwarded  to:  UMCOR  Advance,  GCFA,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Church  Street  Station,  Box  5050,  New  York,  NY  10249 

UNITED  METHODIST  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIEF 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  •  The  United  Methodist  Church 
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Faith 


watch 


BISHOP  UNDER  FIRE:  The  presiding 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Af¬ 
rica  last  week  renewed  his  call  for  a  joint  peace¬ 
keeping  force  after  he 
narrowly  escaped  from  the 
shooting  in  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  homeland  of  Ciskei. 
Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba, 
vice  chair  of  the  National 
Peace  Accord,  had  to  dive 
for  cover  when  his  group 
was  caught  between  advanc¬ 
ing  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  demonstrators  and  firing  Ciskei  troops.  “As 
I  lay  flat  while  the  bullets  flew  over  our  heads,  the 
thought  came  to  me  that  if  only  a  joint  peace¬ 
-keeping  force  had  been  in  position  to  act  as  a 
buffer,  this  disaster  may  not  have  happened,”  a 
shaken  Bishop  Mogoba  said  afterward. 

REUNIFICATION:  A  delegation  of  U.S. 
church  leaders,  including  three  United  Method¬ 
ists,  has  backed  a  call  for  reunification  of  North 
and  South  Korea  by  1995.  The  Rev.  Joan 
Brown  Campbell,  chief  executive  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A., 
said  the  delegation’s  recent  visit  to  the  two 
Countries  included  the  opportunity  for  Korean- 
born  S.  Michael  Hahm  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  other 
Korean-American  delegates  to  visit  with  family 
members  in  North  Korea.  The  prospect  of  re¬ 
uniting  families — especially  those  with  aged 
and  dying  members — sparked  the  delegation's 
support  for  reunification,  Ms.  Brown  said.  Oth¬ 
er  United  Methodists  in  the  16-member  delega¬ 
tion  were  retired  Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  of 
Naperville,  Ill.,  and  James  Hamilton,  head  of 
the  NCC’s  Washington  office. 

BOLIVIAN  BISHOP  SUSPENDED: 

The  Rev.  Carlos  Huacani,  presiding  bishop  for 
2 '/i  years  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
in  Bolivia,  has  been  suspended  from  duty  after 
nine  months  of  tensions  over  leadership  in  the 
church.  Mr.  Huacani’s  suspension  came  after 
some  church  leaders  were  arrested  by  the  Boliv¬ 
ian  Ministry  of  the  Interior  for  alleged  terrorist 
involvement.  Legal  proceedings  have  begun 
against  Mr.  Huacani,  his  office  sealed  and  his 
bank  accounts  frozen,  according  to  Nora  Boots  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Mr.  Huacani’s  suspension  was  sup¬ 
ported  by  Global  Ministries,  Bolivia's  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America  (CIEMAL).  - 

TEENS  WANT  REAL  PARENTS: 

:Teen-agers  want  their  parents  to  teach  them 
.about  drugs,  alcohol  and  sex,  to  communicate 
more  and  to  stop  abusing  them,  according  to 
“wish  lists”  compiled  by  hundreds  of  high 
school  students  from  across  the  country.  Those 
messages  and  others  from  the  teenagers  are  be¬ 
ing  sent  to  national  and  local  media  outlets  for 
possible  use  as  public  service  announcements  in 
the  fall,  according  to  Lutheran  Brotherhood. 
The  church-related  Minneapolis-based  financial 
’services  company  solicited  the  comments  as 
part  of  its  ongoing  RespecTeen  program. 


Stanley  Mogoba 


SIGN  OF  HEALTH:  Controversies  afflict¬ 
ing  the  nation’s  ecumenical  movement  in  recent 
’years  can  be  seen  as  a  sign  of  health,  showing 
that  churches  are  dealing  with  each  other  “hon¬ 
estly  and  directly,”  according  to  the  top  officer 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  Writing  on  the  state  of  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement  in  the  recently  released 
1992  Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian 
Churches,  the  council’s  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Joan  Brown  Campbell,  said  struggles  are 
-inevitable  as  churches  work  together  and  get  to 
know  one  another  better. 
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UM-related  college 
providing  aid  after 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

It  happened  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  in  Dallas,  but  it 
could  have  been  at  any  number 
of  schools  across  the  nation. 

Crowds  streamed  into  the  sta¬ 
dium  for  the  first  home  football 
game.  There,  instead  of  drum 
rolls  and  trumpet  fanfares,  fans 
heard  a  detailed  announcement 
on  how  to  help  victims  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew. 

SMU  is  just  one  of  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  colleges 
and  universities  directing  stu¬ 
dent  and  faculty  energies  into  aid 
for  Florida  and  Louisiana  where 
people  are  still  struggling  to  re¬ 
cover  from  the  hurricane’s  cata¬ 
strophic  effects. 

Among  schools  helping  are: 

■  Florida  Southern  College, 
Lakeland,  Fla.  President  Robert 
A.  Davis  told  the  Reporter,  “We 
are  trying  to  work  very  carefully 
to  coordinate  our  efforts  with 
United  Methodist  agencies  on 
the  site.  We  do  not  want  to  dupli¬ 
cate  efforts  or  get  in  the  way.” 

Some  Florida  Southern  students 
are  from  the  hardest-hit  Home¬ 
stead/Miami  area  200  miles  south, 
he  said,  adding,  “Coming  back  to 
college  has  been  very  hard  on 
some  of  them.” 

Florida  Southern  students  are 
collecting  non-perishable  food 
for  the  United  Methodist  Florida 
distribution  center,  and  student 
work  teams  are  being  organized. 
Some  faculty  members  have  al¬ 
ready  helped  repair  Florida  City 
United  Methodist  Church. 

■  Bethune-Cookman  College, 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  for  Student  Affairs  Clarence 


Childs  said  a  number  of  their  stu¬ 
dents,  like  those  at  Lakeland,  are 
from  devastated  southern  Florida. 

“One  student  told  us  she 
hadn’t  had  a  hot  bath  in  two 
weeks  until  she  arrived  at 
school,”  he  said.  “Others  lost 
their  jobs  when  their  places  of 
employment  were  destroyed.” 

Faculty,  staff  and  students 
have  pulled  together  to  help  their 
own  students  financially  and 
with  supplies,  he  said.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  they  have  sent  a  school  bus 
load  of  water,  baby  formula,  dia¬ 
pers  and  non-perishable  food  for 
distribution  in  the  disaster  area. 

■  Columbia  College,  Columbia, 

S.C.  The  Rev.  Toni  White,  col¬ 
lege  chaplain,  is  drawing  on  her 
experience  with  Hurricane  Hugo 
(1989)  to  help  students  plan  their 
response. 

“In  the  beginning  everybody 
pours  in,”  she  said,  “but  a  great 
deal  of  help  is  still  needed  as 
time  passes.  My  philosophy  is  to 
contribute  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  be¬ 
cause  I  know  the  Methodists  are 
there  to  rebuild.  And  it  takes  a 
lot  of  money  to  do  that.” 

■  Centenary  College,  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.  Like  leaders  at  other 
United  Methodist-related 
schools,  President  Kenneth  L. 
Schwab  also  saw  the  need  to  co¬ 
ordinate  efforts  through  United 
Methodist  agencies. 

“Some  students  have  helped 
[in  Louisiana]  on  an  emergency 
basis,”  he  said,  “but  the  real 
need  is  long  term.  Through  the 
school’s  church  career  program 
and  the  student  government, 
work  teams  are  being  organized 
to  go  into  Southern  Louisiana.” 


students 

Andrew 


Damage  unknown 

At  press  time,  no  reports  had 
been  received  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  losses  from  Hurricane  Iniki, 
rated  the  most  powerful  to  hit 
Hawaii  in  this  century. 

Two  of  the  church's  28  Hono¬ 
lulu  District  congregations  are 
on  the  island  of  Kauai,  hardest 
hit  by  the  storm  Sept.  11. 

The  Reporter  plans  to  report 
more  fully  on  Hawaii  storm  dam¬ 
age  in  next  week's  issue. 


■  Wesley  College,  Dover,  Del., 
is  teaming  up  with  Florida 
Southern  to  send  work  teams  to 
Florida.  In  addition,  Dean  of 
Students  William  Seymour  said  a 
newly  created  student  group 
called  STORM  AID — Students 
Together  Offering  Resources  and 
Manpower — is  collecting  funds 
and  supplies. 

■  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas,  is  pouring  ef¬ 
forts  into  a  specific  site.  Public  re¬ 
lations  staffer  Shannon  Lowry 
said  faculty,  staff  and  students  are 
sending  supplies  and  repair  teams 
immediately  to  Franklin,  La. 

■  Duke  University,  Durham, 
N.C.  All  money  collected  from 
game-day  ticket  sales  to  the 
Duke-Rice  football  game  Sept. 
19  in  Durham  is  earmarked  for 
the  American  Red  Cross. 

■  Emory  and  Henry  College, 
Emory,  Va.  Chaplain  David  St. 
Clair  is  organizing  a  “Can  and  a 
Dollar”  campaign.  Each  student 
who  donates  a  can  of  food  also 
donates  $1.  Work  teams  are 
planned  for  the  spring  or  sum¬ 
mer  break. 
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MIAMI — Sherry  Ousley  weeps  as  her  husband,  Bruce,  tries  to 
comfort  her  through  his  own  tears  during  a  recent  worship  ser¬ 
vice  outside  the  storm-damaged  Perrine  Peters  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  Ousleys  and  their  three  children  had 
huddled  in  their  house  while  Hurricane  Andrew  destroyed  it 
and  their  possessions.  The  family  was  unhurt.  Relief  materials 
and  volunteers  from  United  Methodist-related  colleges  (see 
accompanying  story)  and  local  churches  are  helping  families 
like  the  Ousleys  put  their  homes — and  lives — back  together. 


Here's  how  your  church 
can  help  hurricane  victims 

Send  donations  via  annual  conference  treasurers  to: 

Bishops’  Appeal  for  Hurricane 
Andrew  Relief,  Advance  No. 
901185-6. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  may  call: 

In  Florida,  coordinator  Lynnette  Fields,  1-800-446-1229. 


Work  teams  should  be 
totally  self-sufficient,  with  their  own 
bedding,  food,  water  and  sanitary 
facilities.  Send  non-perishable  food, 
bottled  water  and  diapers  for  Florida 
to  Lester  Coggins  Trucking  Company, 
7979  N.W.  29th  St.,  Miami,  Fla. 
33122.  Before  shipping,  alert  St. 
Paul's  UMC  at  305-891-6218. 


In  Louisiana,  coordinator  Sarah  Schoeffler,  Lafayette  disaster 
office,  318-269-1905.  Louisiana  requests  cleaning  materials, 
personal  hygiene  items,  and  building  supplies.  Don’t  send 
food  or  clothing. 


Newsman  finds  'the  Spirit'  in  Florida 


"They  are  making  an  amazing 
difference.  I've  never  seen  such 
hands-on  love  expressed." 

— Mike  Wendland 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  veteran  newsman  from  Mich¬ 
igan  who  admits  he  is' hard  to  im¬ 
press  has  just  returned  from 
hurricane-ravaged  Florida,  saying, 
“I  have  never  been  more  proud  to 
be  a  United  Methodist.” 

Mike  Wendland,  who  has  done 
more  than  100  segments  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  “Catch  the  Spirit” 
cable  TV  program,  was  in  Florida 
Sept.  7-8,  visiting  the  area  devas¬ 
tated  by  Hurricane  Andrew. 

His  interviews  with  United 
Methodists  and  others  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  a  United  Methodist 
“Why  We  Care”  series  on  the  Vi¬ 
sion  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(VISN),  Sept.  29  at  10  p.m. 
(Eastern  Time). 

The  program  will  include  seg¬ 
ments  on  United  Methodist  re¬ 
lief  efforts  in  Africa,  where 
drought  and  warfare  threaten  the 
lives  of  millions. 

“Why  We  Care,”  a  half-hour 
TV  series  said  to  tell  “real-life 
stories  of  changed  lives,"  is  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  de¬ 


nomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Mr.  Wendland  is  an  investiga¬ 
tive  reporter  for  an  NBC-TV  af¬ 
filiate  in  Detroit  and  an  active 
member  of  that  city’s  Metropoli¬ 
tan  United  Methodist  Church. 

“United  Methodists  are  doing 
incredible  things  in  Florida,”  he 
said  in  a  Sept.  9  telephone  con¬ 
versation  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

“They  are  taking  the  lead  and 
making  an  amazing  difference. 
I’ve  never  seen  such  hands-on 
love  expressed." 

Mr.  Wendland  and  his  video 
crew  were  visiting  the  damaged 
United  Methodist  church  in 
Florida  City  when  81  United 
Methodists  of  all  ages  from  Lake¬ 
land,  Fla.,  appeared  unan¬ 


nounced  and  cleaned  the 
building  up  for  worship. 

At  Homestead,  Mr.  Wendland 
said,  a  United  Methodist  church 
building  there  is  a  key  distribu¬ 
tion  and  communications  center 
(see  related  “My  Witness”  col¬ 
umn  on  Page  2  of  this  issue). 

“It  was  amazing  to  see  what 
they  were  doing. 

“They  had  an  emergency  com¬ 
munications  network  with  ham  ra¬ 
dio  operators.  Others  from  the 
church  were  going  out  into  the 
community  and  getting  Haitian 
immigrants,  many  of  whom  are 
afraid  of  authorities.  The  church  is 
bringing  them  in  and  explaining  to 
them  that  the  church  is  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  is  there  to  help  them. 

“People  are  receiving  inocula¬ 
tions  and  food.” 
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EVANSTON,  III. — A  skylighted  atrium  is  in  the  center  of  the  three-sto¬ 
ry  building  recently  purchased  and  renovated  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions  at  a  cost  of  $15.9  million  dollars. 


Board  finishes  new  $15.9  million  home 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill. — Meeting  in 
the  skylighted  central  assembly  area 
of  its  new  headquarters,  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  recently  dedicated  a  newly 
renovated  three-story  office  build¬ 
ing  “for  unique  service  to  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.” 

The  board  also  elected  Bishop 
Clay  Lee  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  to  a 
four-year  term  as  president. 

The  board  manages  more  than  $4.6 
billion  in  assets  for  participants  and 
beneficiaries  of  United  Methodist 
pension  and  benefit  plans. 

The  building  project  cost  $15.9 
million,  including  purchase,  reno¬ 
vation,  computer  infrastructure, 
decorating  and  furnishings,  said 
Ken  Truman,  head  of  the  board’s 
support  services  division. 

The  center,  which  will  house  all  but 
three  departments  of  the  agency,  in¬ 
cludes  a  two-level  parking  garage.  The 
center  is  the  former  headquarters  of 
Rotary  International,  which  moved  to 
another  Chicago  suburb. 

"Town  square"  inside 

Art  in  public  areas  includes  a 
welded  steel,  fiber  and  suede  con¬ 
struction  titled  “Reflection";  an  an¬ 
tique  stained,  blown-glass  work  in  a 
small  meditation  room  and  a  sculp¬ 


ture  of  dolphins. 

The  four-story,  glass-roofed  central 
atrium,  accented  with  live  trees  and 
flowers,  serves  as  a  “town  square”  for 
board  and  staff  gatherings. 

According  to  an  architectural 
firm’s  description,  “The  cathedral¬ 
like  atrium  space  has  a  spiritual 
quality  reflective  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions’  personality  and  condu¬ 
cive  to  the  way  in  which  everyday 
business  activities  are  expected  to 
be  conducted.” 

As  the  project  neared  completion 
and  staff  members  moved  into  new 
offices,  the  agency  was  plunging 
into  preparations  for  administering 
the  denomination's  first  church¬ 
wide  health-care  plan,  to  be  known 
as  “UMCare." 

The  plan,  approved  by  a  narrow 
margin  in  May  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  highest  legislative  body,  the 
General  Conference,  is  scheduled 
for  startup  Jan.  1,  1994. 

Some  conferences  objecting 

However,  four  annual  (regional) 
conferences  of  the  denomination 
have  filed  an  appeal  with  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council,  the  church’s  supreme 
court,  objecting  to  a  provision  for 
mandatory  participation  by  confer¬ 
ences.  The  council  is  expected  to  is¬ 
sue  a  ruling  at  its  October  session. 

Pensions  board  staff  counsel  Carl 


Mowery  told  the  board’s  legal  con¬ 
cerns  committee  he  does  not  expect 
the  appeal  to  be  sustained. 

He  said  petitioners  “are  grasping 
at  straws  . . .  (in)  a  last  attempt  to  de¬ 
rail  UMCare.”  He  added  that  issues 
on  which  the  conferences  have  ap¬ 
pealed  “are  not  truly  constitutional.” 

An  earlier  Judicial  Council  ruling, 
issued  during  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  upheld  the  constitutionality  of 
UMCare. 


Board  committees  in  their  most 
recent  sessions  met  for  the  first  time 
in  a  configuration  that  takes  into 
account  the  new  health-care  pro¬ 
gram.  By  General  Conference  ac¬ 
tion,  the  agency’s  name  will  change 
Jan.  1  to  “Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits." 

Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  of  Dallas 
was  elected  as  board  vice  president, 
and  the  Rev.  James  T.  Pennell  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  secretary. 


Christian  Education 


For  enhanced  Christian  Education  the 
Reporter  makes  Sunday  school  at  all 
levels  vibrant  and  contemporary. 

Faith  Forum  and  national  news  create 
contemporary  issues  classes. 

For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily,  Marketing  Services 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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Faith 

= connections 

ANOTHER  LIGHT:  President  Bush  has 
named  United  Methodist-related  McCurdy 
School  of  Espanola,  N.M.,  as  the  881st  Daily 
Point  of  Light  for  the  nation.  The  McCurdy 
School  relies  on  a  corps  of  32  volunteers  to  pro¬ 
vide  individual  tutoring  for  students  in  the  mul- 
ticultural,  420-member  student  body.  The 
McCurdy  School  is  supported  donations  from 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Na¬ 
tional  Division  and  Women's  Division  as  well 
as  individual  congregations. 

JOINING  FORCES:  The  Reconciling 
Congregations  program,  an  unofficial  network 
of  United  Methodist  churches  that  publicly  wel¬ 
come  gay  and  lesbian  members,  is  negotiating 
with  counterparts  in  three  other  denominations 
to  co-sponsor  its  quarterly  magazine,  "Open 
Hands.”  Similar  networks  of  Lutheran,  Presby¬ 
terian  and  United  Church  of  Christ  congrega¬ 
tions  are  expected  to  combine  forces  in  the  joint 
venture,  said  Mark  Bowman  of  Chicago,  Recon¬ 
ciling  Congregations'  coordinator.  The  organi¬ 
zation  has  moved  its  national  office  to  Irving 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chicago.  Mr. 
Bowman  said  membership  now  stands  at  55 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

EDITING  HISTORY:  Dr.  Rob  Sledge, 

professor  of  history  at  United  Methodist-related 
McMurry  University  in  Abilene,  Texas,  has 
been  selected  editor  of  “Historians’  Digest,’’  a 
quarterly  publication  of  the  Historical  Society 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  publica¬ 
tion  is  circulated  to  about  1,000  scholars  world¬ 
wide.  Dr.  Sledge  is  also  the  society’s  president. 
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Part  of  1  million 

BALTIMORE,  Md. — Youngsters  at  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  Baltimore-Wash- 
ington  Annual  Conference  receive  some 
copies  of  a  "Saturday  Evening  Post"  article 
on  The  United  Methodist  Church.  United 
Methodist  Communications  chief  executive 
Roger  Burgess  said  that  more  than  1  million 
copies  have  been  distributed  thus  far. 


UM  leader's  goal: 


By  MARY  STAMP  HAWORTH 


David  Comer  is  looking  for 
some  good  Christian  men — and 
not  just  a  few  of  them. 

“If  men  are  not  re-activated 
into  a  strong,  viable  role  in  the 
church,  as  teachers  and  students 
unlocking  the  keys  to  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  I  doubt  that  the  church  will 
survive,”  says  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  of  Davenport,  Wash. 

Mr.  Comer  is  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist  Men  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  and  an  adjunct  staff 
member  of  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

He  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Gisela 
E.  Taber,  pastor  of  Davenport  Ed- 
wall  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  eastern  Washington/north¬ 
ern  Idaho,  a  region  of  declining 
population  and  churches  with 
sparse  male  attendance,  Mr.  Cor¬ 
ner  started  three  clusters  of 
men’s  groups.  The  clusters  en¬ 
compass  19  churches. 

These  groups  have  dramatical¬ 
ly  increased  participation  of  men 
in  small,  rural  churches,  he  said. 
For  example,  one  church  grew 


David  Corner 

. . .  focus  on  men's  spirituality 


from  three  male  members  to  28. 

The  clusters  attract  about  150 
men  each  month. 

Small,  spin-off  groups  meet  ev¬ 
ery  week  to  study  men’s  issues. 
They  have  hearty  meals  and  hard 
programs  on  such  topics  as  bat¬ 
tering,  abuse,  how  do  men  get  in 
touch  with  their  spiritual  being 


World  Methodists  and 
Orthodox  hold  first  talks 


The  first  of  what  leaders  hope 
will  become  a  series  of  dialogues 
between  Methodists  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  took  place  recently  in  Ox¬ 
ford,  England. 

Representatives  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  Or¬ 
thodox  Ecumenical  Patriarchate 
met  for  two  days  to  begin  to 
learn  each  other’s  history,  theol¬ 
ogy  and  church  organization, 
said  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  council. 

“It  was  generally  agreed  that, 
while  it  would  be  premature  to 
think  of  negotiating  sacramental 
and  ecclesial  communion,  there 
was  sufficient  ground  for  think¬ 
ing  that  a  fuller  dialogue  would 
prove  beneficial,”  Dr.  Hale  stat¬ 
ed  in  a  press  release. 

Orthodox  Bishop  Kallistros 
Ware  of  Oxford,  chair  of  his 
church’s  delegation,  said,  “The 
discussions  at  the  first  preparatory 
meeting  were  marked  by  a  spirit  of 
genuine  honesty  and  warm  friend¬ 
ship  in  our  common  Savior  Jesus 
Christ.  We  felt  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  This  encourages  me  to 
hope  that  our  future  dialogue  will 
prove  fruitful.” 

The  Orthodox  delegation  includ¬ 
ed  Archpriest  Boris  Bobrinsky  of 
Paris  and  Protopresbyter  George 


Dragas  of  Durham,  England. 

The  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainright  led 
the  Methodist  delegation.  Dr. 
Wainwright  is  professor  of  theology 
at  United  Methodist-related  Duke 
Univeisity  Divinity  School  in  Dur¬ 
ham,  N.C.,  and  chair  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  committee  on  ecumenism. 

Other  world  Methodist  dele¬ 
gates  were  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 
Minor  (Moscow  Area);  Roberta 
Bondi,  professor  of  church  histo¬ 
ry  at  Candler  School  of  Theology 
at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta, 
and  Dr.  Hale. 

Dr.  Bondi  contributed  the 
Methodist  discussion  paper,  ti¬ 
tled  “Methodist  Ecclesiology  and 
the  Law  of  Love.” 

The  Orthodox  discussion  pa¬ 
per  was  “Orthodox  Identity  and 
the  Church.” 

A  second  meeting  is  expected 
in  July  1993,  possibly  in  Con¬ 
stantinople,  with  the  same  teams 
participating.  The  next  discus¬ 
sion  will  center  on  Orthodox  and 
Methodist  understandings  of  sal¬ 
vation  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Delegates  hope  the  1 993  meet¬ 
ing  will  determine  whether  a  full 
dialogue  spanning  the  next  four 
to  seven  years  will  be  possible. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Some  good  Christian  men 


and  family  relationships, 

Mr.  Corner  said  he  was  led 
into  United  Methodist  Men’s 
work  while  he  was  a  volunteer  at 
a  county  drug  abuse  rehabilita¬ 
tion  facility  in  Ventura,  Calif. 

He  decided  to  bring  youths 
from  the  program  into  his  home 
and  train  them  in  his  nursery 
business.  These  contacts  made 
him  keenly  aware  of  the  lack  of 
understanding  between  youth 
and  adult  males,  he  said. 

Generation  gaps 

Older  men  sacrificed  for  what 
they  believed  in,  he  continued. 
They  were  loyal  to  country,  com¬ 
pany  and  family. 

The  next  generation  was  suspi¬ 
cious  of  the  system  and  decided  to 
live  for  themselves  alone,  he  said. 

“Men  have  difficulty  under¬ 
standing  themselves,”  Mr.  Comer 
said.  “Men  felt  their  maleness 
challenged  by  the  women’s  move¬ 
ment  and  became  afraid.  They 
questioned  who  they  were  and 
why  things  were  not  going  right. 

“We  are  in  an  unbelievable  time 
of  mid-life  crises,  when  men  are 


walking  out  of  jobs  (and  mar¬ 
riages)  and  do  not  know  why  they 
are  doing  what  they  are  doing. 

“We  may  have  a  softer  and 
gentler  male,  but  we  have  a  sad¬ 
der  one  who  does  not  understand 
his  direction,”  he  added.  There  is 
a  need  for  new  role  models,  men¬ 
tors,  to  “tell  us  and  show  us  what 
kind  of  person  we  should  be.” 

Father  examples 

Many  boys  are  growing  up  in 
single-parent  families,  not  knowing 
what  it  is  to  be  a  man,  he  said. 

Through  United  Methodist  Men 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  Mr. 
Comer  has  helped  develop  United 
Methodist  programs  to  unlock  the 
spirituality  and  leadership  skills  of 
men  so  they  can  be  father  exam¬ 
ples  to  boys. 

One  program  is  “A  Spiritual 
Journey  for  Men.”  It  is  simply 
written,  he  said,  because  many 
men  in  this  country  are  not  good 
readers,  although  they  don’t  like 
to  admit  it. 

This  program  offers  short  ses¬ 
sions,  simple  reading  and  one-to- 
one  relationships  in  which  men  talk 


about  their  needs  and  their  fathers. 

“Women  continue  to  relate  to 
their  nurturing  mothers  their  en¬ 
tire  lives,  he  said,  “but  men  at  a 
certain  age  are  ripped  away  from 
their  mothers  and  handed  to  their 
cold,  unaffectionate,  too-busy-  :*- 
working  fathers  to  learn  about 
what  they  are  to  do. 

“Abuse  is  not  just  something  u 
that  happens  to  women,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “Men  have  been  abused 
and  battered,  too.  When  we  talk 
about  fathers  in  groups  there  is  ' 
much  pain.” 

Mr.  Corner  said  he  feels  that 
violence  will  not  end  by  blaming 
men,  but  by  understahding  their 
fears  and  needs  for  power. 

“As  Christians,  we  need  to  rec-  - 
ognize  that  we  all  possess  an  in-  , 
ternal  spirit  and  are  capable  of  ' 
changing.  We  need  to  see  our-  ■: 
selves  as  beings  of  God,  not  male  ' 
and  female,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Haworth  is  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  edi- 
tor  of  " The  Fig  Tree,"  an  ecumeni- 
cal  newspaper.  Associate  editor 
Diane  Huie  Batay  contributed  to 
this  article. 
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A  memorable  time  with  the  Bible 

OKLAHOMA  CITY — Elementary  children  enjoy  showing  what  they  learned  at  "BibleLympics," 
Scripture  memory  games  that  were  part  of  "Aldersgate  '92"  in  Oklahoma  City.  The  national 
meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  Many  chil¬ 
dren  wore  T-shirts  that  read,  "BibleLympics,  a  lamp  to  my  feet,  a  light  to  my  faith." 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. 

1986  MINI-BUS,  25  PASSENGER  with  air  con¬ 
ditioning  and  recliner  seats.  Good  tires,  mechan¬ 
ically  sound.  Excellent  condition.  For  further 
information,  please  call:  Trinity  Transportation, 
(817)458-4844. 

SIXTEEN  ACRES,  RETIREMENT/Recreation- 
al  area,  beautiful  Tennessee  mountains.  Timber, 
800  ft.  paved  frontage.  Appraised  $39,000. 
Church  will  consider  ofier.  Proceeds  to  mission 
work.  (706)  694-3096,  evenings. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  David  and 
Margaret  Home  is  a  multi-service  agency  pro¬ 
viding  services  in  residential  treatment,  foster 
home  program  and  non-public  school.  We  are 
currently  seeking  someone  to  manage  all  aspects 
of  fund  development  and  public  relations.  Ap¬ 
plicant  must  have  at  least  three  years  experience 
in  non-profit  fundraising.  They  must  also  have 
excellent  writing  skills,  have  knowledge  of  annu¬ 
al  giving  campaign,  planned  giving,  charitable 
gift  annuity  and  public  relations.  Salary  range  is 
543,000-64,000,  excellent  fringe  benefits  includ¬ 
ing  pension  plan.  Send  resume  and  salary  history 
to:  Henry  Whitney,  David  and  Margaret  Home, 
1350  Third  St.,  La  Verne,  CA  91750. 

RUSSIA  ST.  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 
Academy  (Russian  Orthodox)  two-week  study 
programs.  1992-1993  departures  New  York  and 
Seattle  $1695  to  $1995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 
7213,  Shrewsbury,  NJ  07702. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST. 
Buses  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  bus¬ 
es.  15-33  passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised 
roof,  electric  step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation, 
(817)458-4844. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  for 

large  United  Methodist  church.  A  degree  or  cer¬ 
tification  in  Christian  education  and  experience 
are  preferred.  Salary  range  of  $22,000  to 
$28,000  depending  on  qualifications.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Pamela  Russell,  West  End  United 
Methodist  Church,  2200  West  End  Avenue, 
Nashville,  TN  37203. 

1993  MISSION  TRIPS  for  housing  rehabilita¬ 
tion  at  a  United  Methodist  agency  in  Browns¬ 
ville.  Texas.  Your  cost  per  person,  Sunday  night- 
Saturday  morning  for  room,  board,  all  building 
materials  is  $150.00.  Side  trips  to  South  Padre 
Island  beach  and  Matamoros,  Mexico.  Youth 
and  adult  groups,  any  month.  For  information 
packet  write:  John  Conti,  Good  Neighbor  Settle- 
ment  House,  1254  E.  Tyler  St.,  Brownsville,  TX 
78520. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  POSITION  —  Full-time. 
Available  October  1,  1992,  for  2200-member 
congregation  in  growing  college  town.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  planning  and  coordinating  min¬ 
istries  for  total  youth  program.  Experience  and 
training  in  this  or  related  field  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable  based  on  experience.  Send  resume  to: 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1086,  Tallahassee.  FL  32302,  ATTN:  Dr.  David 
G.  Hortin. 

ITS  A  GIFT  ITS  A  GREETING!  It’s  for 
Christmas!  It’s  forever!  "Can  You  Come  Home 
For  Christmas?”-  seven  heart-warming  poems 
by  Samuel  Carruth.  Elton  Trueblood:  “Really 
good!"  Paul  Harvey:  “Your  poems  are  at  my 
bedside."  For  family,  friends,  neighbors  near 
and  far.  Beautifully  bound.  One  copy,  $4.95. 
Three  copies,  $11.95.  California  residents  add 
8.25%  tax.  Quantity  prices  on  request.  Buy 
three,  you’ll  come  back  for  more.  Send  check  or 
money  order  to:  Southwest  Enterprises,  2702 
West  182nd  Street,  Dept.  UMW,  Redondo 
Beach,  CA  90278. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

1500-member  congregation.  Adult,  youth  and 
children’s  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Organist 
abilities  required.  Associate  children’s  choir  di- 
rector  and  assistant  organist  on  staff.  Must  have 
aggressive  leadership  personality  and  ability  to 
work  with  all  ages.  M.S.M.  or  M.M.  preferred. 
Send  cover  letter,  resume,  and  references  to: 
Music  Committee,  First  UMC,  201  South  Hill, 
El  Dorado.  AR71730. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smok¬ 
ers! 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week, 
$525  four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter 
availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067.  627- 
9507. 

EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  ORGANIST.  Part- 
time  in  growing  750-membcr  congregation,  West 
Central  Florida.  Send  resume  to:  718  N.W.  First 
Avenue.  Crystal  River,  FL  32629. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR,  First  United 

Methodist  Church.  Austin,  Texas.  2400-mem¬ 
bers.  $1.4  million  budget.  Similar  current  expe¬ 
rience  required.  TQM  and  Data  Base  III  or  IV 
experience  desirable.  Resume  to:  Sally  Watkins, 
FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1666-R,  Austin,  TX  78767. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6- 
tape  cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word 
book  included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hym¬ 
nal.  Makes  an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  ship¬ 
ping.  1-800-728-0573. 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH/EDUCATION.  Full-time. 
Tremendous  growth  possibilities.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX  75773. 
(903)  569-5426.  Compensation  negotiable.  Lay, 
clergy,  diaconal  inquiries  welcome. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  1 1:00 
am.  (504)  488-0856. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA) 
Council  of  Churches  is  seeking  full-time  Execu¬ 
tive  Director.  108-member  churches  represent¬ 
ing  16  Communions.  Staff  of  ten;  over  600 
volunteers.  Qualification:  ordained;  M.Div.  or 
equivalent;  experience  in  admin istration/super- 
vision/commu  meat  ion/de  vclopment;  commit¬ 
ment  to  shared  Christian  witness.  Send  resume/ 
expression  of  interest  by  September  30.  1992. 
Rev.  Rick  Mearkle,  140  East  Main,  Ephrata,  PA 
17522. 

STAFF  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  with  Appala¬ 
chia  Service  Project.  Center  Project  Coordina¬ 
tor.  manage  construction  projects,  $12,000  a 
year,  option  to  live  on  site,  plus  benefits.  Staff 
Assistant:  coordinate  volunteer  activities, 
$7,000  a  year,  option  to  live  on  site,  plus  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume  and  cover  letter  before  9/24/92 
to:  Anna  Box,  P.O.  Box  324,  Chavies,  KY 
41727. 

UMCOR  seeks  long-term  Africa  drought  answers 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Mass  starvation  in  Somalia  pres¬ 
ents  a  disturbing,  worst-case  scenar¬ 
io  to  other  African  countries  feeling 
the  effects  of  a  sweeping  drought. 

That  is  why  agencies  like  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  and  the  National 
and  World  councils  of  churches 
have  mounted  campaigns  to  link 
emergency  relief  with  long-term 
programs  of  change. 

Recurring  pattern 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Lutgen,  UM- 
COR’s  chief  executive,  talked  about 
establishing  a  program  to  help  Afri¬ 
cans  learn  to  live  under  what  is  be- 
coming  a  recurring  pattern  of 
drought  on  the  continent. 

“If  we  could  respond  now,  we 
could  prevent  a  lot  of  those  hope¬ 
less,  despairing  stories,”  he  said. 

To  generate  money  needed  for 
immediate  mass  feedings  and  the 
development  of  drought-resistant 
methods  of  agriculture  and  water 
management,  UMCOR  is  appealing 
directly  to  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches. 

A  late-August  mailing  to  bishops, 
district  superintendents,  conference 
council  directors  and  pastors  in¬ 
cludes  a  flier,  bulletin  insert  and  of¬ 
fering  envelopes  for  Africa  Drought 
Advance  Special  No.  101250-4. 

El  Nino,  a  Pacific  weather  condi¬ 
tion  that  affects  the  global  atmo¬ 
sphere,  is  thought  to  be  causing  the 
drought  in  eastern  and  southern  Af¬ 
rica — considered  the  worst  of  this 
century. 

1 5  countries  targeted 

UMCOR  has  targeted  15  coun¬ 
tries — with  40  million  people  and  7 
million  displaced  persons — that  need 
assistance.  They  are  Angola,  Botswa¬ 
na,  Kenya,  Lesotho.  Malawi,  Mo¬ 


zambique,  Namibia,  Ethiopia,  South 
Africa,  Swaziland,  Tanzania,  Zam¬ 
bia,  Zimbabwe,  Somalia  and  Sudan. 

Like  Somalia,  some  of  the  other 
countries — such  as  Mozambique  and 
Sudan — suffer  a  complicating  bur¬ 
den  of  civil  war.  Others— Kenya,  for 
example — deal  with  massive  influxes 
of  refugees.  And  food-exporting 
countries,  like  Zimbabwe,  are  losing 
a  prime  source  of  income. 

Regional  statistics  presented  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
relief  arm,  Church  World  Service 
and  Witness,  are  frightening.  Some 
examples: 

■  The  United  Nations  estimates 
$97  million  in  aid  will  be  needed 
through  1992  to  sustain  about 
440,000  refugees  who  have  crowded 
into  Kenya. 

■  In  Malawi,  about  56  percent  of 
1.4  million  children  younger  than  5 
and  960,000  pregnant  women  and 
new  mothers  are  chronically  mal¬ 
nourished. 

■  Nearly  40  percent  of  those  de¬ 
pendent  on  subsistence  farming  in 
Zimbabwe  have  lost  almost  all  of 
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their  income. 

■  The  crop  and  livestock  loss,  lack 
of  drinking  water  and  a  cholera  epi¬ 
demic  have  plunged  war-tom  Mo¬ 
zambique  into  a  disaster  situation. 

Strategies  for  response  are  being 
formulated  through  the  internation¬ 
al  religious  community,  the  All-Af¬ 
rica  Conference  of  Churches  and 


national  church  councils. 

Mr.  Lutgen  said  he  met  individ- 1 
ually  with  all  United  Methodist  Af-  ' 
rican  bishops  last  May  to  begin  * 
discussions  on  specific  responses 
through  those  churches.  \ 

Updates  on  the  African  drought  . 
response  will  be  available  on  the 
UMCOR  hot  line,  (800)  841-1235. 


^ chermer’s 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermers  Specialty  Pecaas!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  ^ - —  — — - - — - — — 

ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER  S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

□  YESIOur  group  is  intcresied  in  raising  money  selling 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
fund  raising. 


.  No  Members  Selling  _ 


I  Return  to  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 

I  P.O  Box  .5650,  Albany  GA  .5 1 708 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-88H-1I43) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P.O  Box  .5650  /  Albany.  GA  .51708 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Method isl 

REPORTER 


Hispanic  United  Methodists  across  the  world  share  a  unified  pride  in  their  origins  and  share  their  rich 
heritage  in  their  own  words  in  the  new  video  "Somos  Del  Senor." 

New  video  recognizes  Hispanic  United  Methodist  heritage 


United  Methodist  Communications 

The  first  video  ever  to  focus  on  the  contributions  of 
Hispanic  United  Methodists  was  sent  free  of  charge  to 
each  Hispanic  church  recently. 

“Somos  del  Senor,"  translated  “We  are  all  children 
of  God,”  describes  the  rich  Hispanic  heritage  within 
the  constituency  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
since  its  beginning. 

The  new  video  was  produced  and  distributed  by 


United  Methodist  Communications  in  consultation 
with  LaJunta  Consultiva  de  Comunicaciones,  the 
agency’s  Hispanic  communications  advisory  group. 

The  video  may  be  purchased  through  EcuFilm,  810 
1 2th  Avenue  South.  Nashville,  TN  37203  for  $13  plus 
$3.50  for  shipping  and  handling. 

Mail  order  forms  will  be  included  in  the  September- 
October  issue  of  “el  Interprete,”  the  United  Methodist 
program  journal  for  local  Hispanic  churches. 


campaign  troubles  Russian  church 

The  church  has  refused  to  endorse  the  effort, 
known  as  " Mission  Volga  '92."  At  the  same  time, 
leaders  have  said  that  individual  members  may  feel 
free  to  participate. 
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Filmmakers'  quest — 
Jesus  for  a  mass  market 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 
Religious  News  Service 

"Divine  Images:  A  History  of 
Jesus  on  the  Screen by  Roy  Kin- 
nard  and  Tim  Davis  (Citadel 
Press ,  222  pp.,  paperback 
$17.95) 

From  the  beginning — before 
sound,  before  color,  before  wide- 
screens  downtown  and  the  small 
screen  at  home — there  was  Jesus 
and  the  struggle  by  Filmmakers  to 
make  his  story  live  on  celluloid  the 
way  it  does  in  print  and  paint. 

They’ve  tried  epic  and  specta¬ 
cle;  piety  and  profanity — some¬ 
times  blasphemy — and  even 
musical  comedy  and  modern 
dance  to  make  the  so  familiar 
story  fresh,  meaningful  and,  yes, 
commercial. 

In  “Divine  Images,”  Roy  Kin- 
nard  and  Tim  Davis  provide  a 
fascinating  overview  of  the  ef¬ 
fort,  from  the  1898  “The  Passion 
Play  of  Oberammergau”  (actual¬ 
ly  Filmed  on  the  roof  of  New 
York’s  Grand  Central  Palace)  to 
the  1980s’  “The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ”  and  the  sensitive  Ital¬ 
ian  production,  “A  Child  Called 
Jesus”  (1989). 

After  a  brief  but  useful  context¬ 
setting  introduction,  the  book  de¬ 
votes  a  chapter  to  the  era  of  early 
silents  like  D.  W.  Griffith's  “Intol¬ 
erance” — a  period  from  the  late 
1890s  to  1919 — and  then  pro¬ 
ceeds  essentially  by  decades,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  1920s. 

Detailed  review 

Mr.  Kinnard  and  Mr.  Davis 
choose  some  50  Films  for  extend¬ 
ed  treatment,  including  credits, 
cast,  a  brief  commentary  and  of¬ 
ten  typical  selections  from  re¬ 
views,  notably  those  published  in 
The  New  York  Times  and  Vari¬ 
ety  but  also,  on  occasion,  The 
Christian  Century,  Christianity 
Today  or  Commonweal. 

The  manner  in  which  Jesus  has 
been  portrayed  on  Film  has  gone 
through  some  striking  changes. 

The  main  contrast  noted  by  the 
authors  is  a  shift  in  the  way  Film¬ 
makers  handle  the  age-old  ten- 


The  main  contrast 
noted  by  the  authors  is 
a  shift  in  the  way 
filmmakers  handle  the 
age-old  tensions  over 
the  nature  of  Jesus. . . 

sions  over  the  nature  of  Jesus: 
whether  emphasis  is  given  to  the 
story  of  Jesus  as  a  divine  figure  or 
to  that  of  Jesus  as  a  human  being. 

In  films  up  through  the  1950s, 
the  authors  find  a  portrayal  of  an 
all-divine  Christ  "which  audiences 
demanded  and  these  films  provid¬ 
ed." 

No  "audience  appeal"  ? 

But  they  find  that  over  time 
these  films  that  underscored  the 
divine  and  minimized  the  hu¬ 
man  in  Jesus  were  unable  to 
draw  mass  audiences. 

Thus  the  creation  of  the  secu¬ 
lar  spectacle,  pitting  the  de¬ 
bauchery  and  decadence — while 
providing  titillation  and  excite¬ 
ment — of  Rome  with  the  glory  of 
Jesus  and  the  faith  of  his  follow¬ 
ers  in  such  productions  as  “Quo 
Vadis,”  “The  Last  Days  of  Pom¬ 
peii”  and  “Ben  Hur.” 

Mr.  Kinnard  and  Mr.  Davis, 
however,  put  their  stress  on  what 
such  films  as  Franco  Zeffirelli’s 
made-for-TV  “Jesus  of 
Nazareth”  and  Martin  Scorsese’s 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ” 
tried  to  do  cinematically  and 
what  angle  the  filmmaker  was 
taking  on  the  well-known  life. 

They  do  pass  some  judg¬ 
ments—”  ‘Jesus  Christ  Super- 
star'  has  more  significance  as  a 
record  album  than  as  a  motion 
picture,”  and  “The  Big  Fisher¬ 
man”  is  an  "ill-advised  venture 
in  which  the  most  dramatic  story 
of  all  time  is  used  as  mere  sup¬ 
port  for  a  contrived  romance.” 

Mostly,  however,  “Divine  Im¬ 
ages"  is  intriguing,  straight-for¬ 
ward  history  of  a  facet  of  popular 
culture  either  ignored  or  treated 
with  ideological  fury  and  little 
thought. 


Dear  nphn|,ah 

'I'm  worried  about  my  sister' 


Expert  says 
congregation 
not  'family' 

Religious  News  Service 

A  congregation  that  tries  to  be 
“one  happy  family”  is  doomed  to 
lose  members,  according  to  a  lead¬ 
ing  church  growth  expert. 

■Writing  in  the  July  issue  of  “The 
Clergy  Journal,”  the  Rev.  Lyle 
Schaller  says  the  problem  with  a 
family  model  is  that  membership  in 
a  family  is  based  primarily  on  birth 
and  marriage. 

And  that,  he  said,  makes  for  slow 
growth. 

According  to  Mr.  Schaller,  grow¬ 
ing  congregations  are  far  more  com¬ 
plex  than  families,  involving  a 
variety  of  programs  and  organiza¬ 
tions,  circles  and  fellowships. 

Some  of  the  characteristics  of  a 
growing  church,  Mr.  Schaller  says, 
are: 

✓  Parishioners  who  have  been 
members  for  less  than  a  decade. 

•f  Pastors  with  long  tenures. 

✓  Attendance  that  exceeds  mem¬ 
bership. 

•f  Attendance  averaging  more 
than  450  persons. 

•f  A  compensation  package  for 
the  pastor  totaling  less  than  40  per¬ 
cent  of  member  contributions. 

/  A  pastor  who  relates  to  groups 
rather  than  individuals  and  chal¬ 
lenges  them  to  do  what  they  know 
they  cannot  do. 

✓  A  venturesome  attitude  and  a 
willingness  to  take  risks. 

Evangelism 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

An  international  evangelistic  orga¬ 
nization  with  ties  to  the  United  States 
is  conducting  campaigns  in  12  Rus¬ 
sian  cities,  posing  delicate  problems 
for  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church. 

The  church  has  refused  to  en¬ 
dorse  the  effort,  known  as  “Mission 
Volga  ’92.”  At  the  same  time,  lead¬ 
ers  have  said  that  individual  mem¬ 
bers  may  feel  free  to  participate. 

Conflicting  issues 

The  decision  illustrates  conflicts 
the  Orthodox  Church  faces  in  work¬ 
ing  with  evangelical  Protestants. 

On  the  one  hand  the  church  in 
Russia  hopes  to  become  more  deep¬ 
ly  involved  in  exchanges  with  other 
churches. 

On  the  other,  it  fears  losing  its 
members  to  evangelical  groups, 
which  often  engage  in  proselytizing. 

Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  in 
Orlando,  Fla.,  is  coordinating 
American  participation  in  the  ef- 


7Y  takes 

By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Nearly  25  years  after  his  death, 
Thomas  Merton,  the  monk  whose 
spiritual  autobiography  made  the 
Christian  faith  respectable  to  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  intellectuals,  continues  to 
Influence,  instruct  and  intrigue  a 
host  of  followers. 

K  Merton,  orphaned  in  1930  at  15,  a 
yvorldly  intellectual  carousing 
through  Cambridge  and  Columbia 
University  at  20,  and  a  cloistered 
:Trappist  monk  at  26,  was  both 
I  prophet  and  proxy  pastor  during  one 

■  of  the  most  tumultuous  periods  in 
;  the  history  of  the  church  and  nation. 

:  The  life  of  this  religious  mystic, 

■  rebel,  remarkable  American  writ- 


fort,  which  was  organized  by  Mis¬ 
sion  Europe,  a  group  based  in 
Germany. 

The  campaign  began  in  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Russia,  Aug.  23  and  is 
scheduled  to  conclude  Oct.  4  in 
Rostov-on-Don. 

Jim  Bramlett,  a  spokesperson  for 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  said  he 
had  been  told  that  the  governing 
body  of  the  Russian  Church  had 
taken  its  compromise  stand  in  mid- 
August  “due  to  some  internal  dis¬ 
agreements.” 

The  Orthodox  hesitancy  to  join 
the  campaign  illustrates  “a  tension 
within  the  church  at  large  and  also 
within  the  society”  in  post-Commu- 
nist  Russia,  said  the  Rev.  Leonid 
Kishkovsky,  ecumenical  officer  for 
the  Orthodox  Church  in  America, 


er — all  adjectives  used  to  describe 
the  complex  Merton — is  explored 
in  “Merton:  A  Film  Biography,”  the 
first  program  of  the  fourth  annual 
“Vision  and  Values"  series  aired  on 
ABC-TV  and  sponsored  by  the  In¬ 
terfaith  Broadcasting  Commission. 

The  film,  produced  and  directed 
by  Paul  Wilkes  and  funded  by  the 
Catholic  Communications  Campaign 
of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference,  will 
begin  airing  on  Sunday,  Sept.  20 
(check  local  listings). 

Book  was  self-revealing 

Merton’s  life  and  writing  still 
touches  a  remarkable  range  of  peo¬ 
ple.  In  many  respects,  the  writing 
was  the  life,  which  may  explain  to 


based  in  Syosset,  N.Y. 

Father  Kishkovsky  said  he  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  Russian 
Orthodox  officials  at  an  ecumenical 
gathering  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
recently. 

In  general,  Father  Kishkovsky 
said,  Orthodox  leaders  view  mis¬ 
sionary  efforts  by  outside  groups  as 
hostile. 

“Even  when  they  see  evidence 
that  these  efforts  are  not  hostile, 
they  see  a  need  to  steer  clear  of 
them,"  he  said. 

At  the  same  time,  Father  Kish¬ 
kovsky  said,  Russian  Orthodox 
leaders  want  to  avoid  censuring  the 
mission  project  or  prohibiting  indi¬ 
vidual  church  members  from  taking 
part. 

The  reason,  he  said,  is  that  such 


some  extent  the  wide  popularity  of 
his  first  book,  the  spiritual  autobi¬ 
ography,  "The  Seven  Storey  Moun¬ 
tain.” 

For  viewers  unfamiliar  with  his 
life  and  the  struggle  to  come  to  the 
faith,  the  rage  against  war  and  rac¬ 
ism,  the  exploration  of  spirituality 
and  its  essential  political  dimen¬ 
sion,  Merton  will  emerge  from  the 
film  as  fascinating,  powerful  and 
yet  enigmatic. 

His  thoughts  on  all  of  those  issues 
poured  forth  in  a  ceaseless  stream  of 
books,  articles  and  poems  from  the 
Gethsemanie  Abbey  in  Kentucky. 

For  those  already  touched  by  the 
work,  there  are  fewer  surprises  but 
many  of  the  snippet  interviews — 
with  folksinger  and  pacifist  Joan 
Baez,  poets  Robert  Lax  and  Law¬ 
rence  Ferlinghetti,  publisher  Robert 
Giroux — testify  to  the  influence  Mer¬ 
ton  exerted  outside  church  circles. 

But  the  film  does  not  shirk  Mer¬ 
ton’s  often  controversial  influence 
inside  the  church  as  well.  Milwau¬ 
kee  Archbishop  Rembert  Weak- 
land,  who  was  with  Merton  the  day 
he  died  in  1968,  is  interviewed,  as 
are  Sister  Mary  Luke  Tobin  and 
Jim  Forrest,  head  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation, 
and  Archbishop  Jean  Jadot.  the  for¬ 
mer  Apostolic  Delegate  to  the 
church  in  the  United  States. 


stands  could  be  viewed  as  criticism 
of  Protestants  and  might  be  coun¬ 
terproductive  for  Russian  Orthodox 
involvement  in  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

Similar  vulnerability 

The  situation  is  not  unique  to  the 
Orthodox,  Father  Kishkovsky  said. 
He  noted  that  in  Russia  and  the 
Ukraine,  “the  Baptists  are  also  at 
this  moment  very,  very  reluctant  to 
engage  in  anything  with  people  who 
are  not  Baptist.” 

Father  Kishkovsky  said  the  hesi¬ 
tancy  of  Russian  churches  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  non-Russian  groups  reflects 
the  vulnerability  felt  by  Russian  in¬ 
stitutions  in  general — a  feeling  that 
extends  beyond  religious  institutions 
to  the  economic,  political  and  ethnic 
spheres. 

Mr.  Bramlett  said  the  decision  by 
Orthodox  leaders  came  as  no  great 
surprise  to  Campus  Crusade.  Those 
leaders  "are  not  known  to  work 
with  Protestant  evangelical  organi¬ 
zations,”  he  said. 


The  film  takes  note  of  his  silenc¬ 
ing  by  church  authorities  and  the 
often  intense  criticism  by  right-wing 
Catholics  who  thought  monks 
should  talk  only  about  prayer. 

His  last  moments 

The  hour-long  biography  is  a  pas¬ 
tiche  of  such  interviews,  read  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  the  writing  and  location 
shots  of  places  important  to  his  life, 
climaxing  with  moving  clips  from 
the  only  known  film  of  Merton,  tak¬ 
en  on  the  last  day  of  his  life  as  he 
addressed  an  international  gather¬ 
ing  of  monks  and  nuns  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

Some  of  Mr.  Wilkes’  cinematogra¬ 
phy  is  less  than  inspired — the  shots 
of  Rome,  Cambridge  and  the  Man¬ 
hattan  church  of  Corpus  Christi, 
seem  to  come  out  of  a  bag  of  bad 
travelogue  clips — but  there  are  some 
inspired  scenes  at  Gethsemanie,  and 
his  script  is  sharp  and  strong. 

The  best  thing  such  biographies 
can  do  is  to  whet  the  viewer’s  appe¬ 
tite  for  the  original,  and  Mr.  Wilkes 
succeeds  admirably. 

The  enigma  that  was  at  the  heart 
of  Merton,  a  powerful  and  poetic 
spirituality  that  embraced  the  world 
without  being  of  it,  remains  for 
each  viewer  and  reader  to  explore 
on  his  or  her  own. 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  writing  about  my  sister  who 
was  left  a  widow  when  her  children 
were  2,  4  and  5.  She  had  a  rough 
time  and  was  hospitalized  for  a 
breakdown.  My  husband  and  I  took 
in  the  children  for  three  years. 

Then  she  married  a  widower  with 
two  children.  He  is  a  man  isolated 
from  society.  They  live  back  in  the 
woods  and  he  raises  most  of  what 
they  need. 

They  don’t  have  a  phone.  She  is 
never  allowed  to  visit  us.  We  have 
not  seen  the  children  in  a  long  time. 

Recently  we  found  out  that  the 
oldest  children  are  not  in  school. 

We  are  really  concerned.  Is  there 
anything  we  can  do?  Vi  and  Jim 

Dear  Vi  and  Jim: 

The  first  thing  you  can  do  is  pray 
for  them  and  for  yourselves.  You 
must  be  really  missing  those  young¬ 
sters.  They  were  a  part  of  your  life 
for  a  long  time. 

You  are  grieving  as  truly  as  if  they 


Heralds  of  Christ,  who  bear  the 
King ’s  commands. 

Immortal  tidings  in  your  mortal 
hands. 

Pass  on  and  carry  swift  the  news  you 
bring: 

Make  straight,  make  straight  the 
highway  of  the  King 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Laura  Copenhaver  was  on  the 
faculty  at  Marion  College,  Marion, 
Virginia,  a  school  founded  by  her 
father.  She  taught  English  and  dra¬ 
ma  and  wrote  plays  and  pageants 
performed  at  the  college. 

For  a  number  of  years  she  was  a 
popular  lecturer  and  teacher  at 
summer  church  conferences.  Be¬ 
cause  of  personal  reasons,  it  was 
necessary  for  her  to  cancel  an  en¬ 
gagement  at  Northfield,  Mass.,  in 
the  summer  of  1894. 

She  wrote  the  hymn  “Heralds  of 
Christ,  Who  Bear  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mands"  and  asked  that  it  be  accept¬ 
ed  in  her  place. 

Entitled  “The  King's  Highway,” 
the  hymn  was  published  in  a  leaflet 


had  died.  Please  talk  to  your  pastor 
and  draw  on  scripture  and  prayer  as 
you  do  your  grief  work. 

I  suggest  that  you  also  talk  to  a 
counselor.  Share  your  concerns  and 
get  accurate  information  about  the 
requirements  for  school  attendance 
in  your  locality. 

When  your  emotions  are  not  so 
raw,  try  to  visit  your  sister  and  see 
what  it  is  like  there  so  you  can  accu¬ 
rately  assess  the  situation. 

You  have  a  right  to  be  concerned 
about  your  sister  and  her  children. 
But  you  do  not  have  a  right  to  med¬ 
dle  or  disrupt  the  life  she  has  chosen 
unless  there  is  clear  evidence  that 
harm  is  being  done  to  the  children. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  ''Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL/'  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 


in  1 9 1 5  by  the  Women’s  Missionary 
Society  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America. 

The  first  hymnal  to  include  it  was 
H.  Augustine  Smith's  “Hymnal  for 
American  Youth,”  1919. 

Because  her  husband  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  county  schools  in 
Marion,  Mrs.  Copenhaver  became 
very  interested  in  the  night  schools 
for  adults  and  in  the  mountain 
schools.  i 

Because  the  farmers  in  that  area 
complained  that  they  could  not  sell 
their  wool,  Mrs.  Copenhaver  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  handcraft  indus¬ 
tries  to  use  the  wool.  She  discovered 
ways  of  making  blankets,  coverlets 
and  hooked  rugs  and  taught  the 
mountain  people  how  to  do  these 
things. 

She  is  credited  with  the  beginning 
of  the  southern  mountain  work  be¬ 
ing  done  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  of  the  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  of  which  she 
was  a  member.  She  died  in  1940. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

''Thou,  My  Everlasting  Portion" 


-'The  spiritual  journey  of  Thomas  Merton,  Trappist  monk,  prolific  writer 
and  social  activist,  is  profiled  in  a  one-hour  documentary  airing  soon. 


Review-  - 

a  look  at  Thomas  Merton 

The  film  notes  his  silencing  by  church  authorities  and 
the  often  intense  criticism  by  right-wing  Catholics  who 
thought  monks  should  talk  only  about  prayer. 


History  of  Hymns  ======== 

Tune  was  last  minute  substitute 
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Methodist  Hospital  Celebrates  25th  Year 


“Apple  pie  and  coffee." 

That’s  how  Reverend  John  Koe- 
lemay  most  often  begins  a  history  of 
Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital.  It  was  over  apple  pie  and 
coffee  that  the  hospital  originated. 

In  1958,  M.  Kenneth  Schor  and 
Reverend  Koelemay  were  in  the 
kitchen  slicing  apple  pies  to  serve  at 
the  Gentilly  Methodist  Church 
Men’s  Group  meeting.  Schor, 
whose  wife  was  ill  at  the  time,  said 
“John,  do  you  know  what  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  should  do?” 

“I  had  ideas,”  Reverend  Koele¬ 
may  remembers,  “but  asked  what 
he  thought.” 

“We  ought  to  build  a  hospital,” 
came  Schor’s  prompt  reply. 

Most  people  would  say,  “Some¬ 


body  should  build  a  hospital.” 
Schor,  however,  had  the  imagina¬ 
tion  and  foresight  to  follow 
through.  After  his  response  to  Rev¬ 
erend  Koelemay,  Schor  walked 
from  the  kitchen  into  the  men’s 
meeting,  discussed  his  idea,  passed 
a  hat,  and  raised  ten  dollars. 

In  the  late  1950’s,  when  Schor 
and  Reverend  Koelemay  discussed 
the  possibility  of  building  a  hospi¬ 
tal,  the  need  was  clearly  evident. 
There  were  no  nearby  hospitals  in 
the  New  Orleans  East  area  and  the 
city’s  health  care  institutions  were 
experiencing  a  severe  bed  shortage 
—  a  wait  of  45  days  for  elective  sur¬ 
gery  was  not  uncommon. 

Despite  the  recognized  need,  rais¬ 
ing  money  to  build  a  hospital  did 


Methodist  Auxiliary 
Hosts  Fashion  Show 

Methodist  Hospital’s  Twenty-first  Annual  Auxiliary  Fashion  Show,  Lun¬ 
cheon  and  Silent  Auction  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  November  17th  begin¬ 
ning  at  10:30  a.m.  at  the  Fairmont  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 

Proceeds  will  be  used  to  establish  an  endowment  for  the  future  of  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Auxiliary  and  monies  raised  from  the  1991 
Fashion  Show,  the  Pediatrics  Children’s  Playroom  and  Parent’s  Lounge 
were  refurbished  and  re-equipped.  The  Clyde  Smith  Company  donated  the 
furniture  for  the  Parent’s  Lounge. 

Co-chairs  for  the  1992  event  are  Mrs.  Thomas  Giraud  and  Mrs.  Gene 
Nunez.  Honorary  Co-chairs  are  Mrs.  Sidney  Barthelemy,  the  Honorable 
Corinne  (Lindy)  Boggs,  and  Mrs.  Jim  Mora.  Auxiliary  President  is  Mrs. 
Thomas  Emerson. 

Fashions  will  be  provided  by  the  Chatta  Box  Boutique. 

For  ticket  information,  contact  the  Methodist  Health  System  Office  of 
Development  at  244-5950. 


not  come  easy.  Gentilly  resident, 
Pendleton  Lehde,  helped  pave  the 
way  to  potential  donors  on  numer¬ 
ous  occasions  as  Mr.  Schor  and 
Reverend  Koelemay  reportedly  re¬ 
fined  their  “wheeling  and  dealing” 
tactics.  Along  the  way,  they  recruit¬ 
ed  other  farsighted  individuals 
throughout  the  community  who 
also  believed  that  dreams  could 
come  true. 

The  two  founders  learned  to  ask 
and  ask,  and  ask  for  more.  “For  in¬ 
stance,”  Reverend  Koelemay  re¬ 
called  in  an  interview  at  the  time  of 
his  retirement,  “after  choosing  our 
architects,  we  asked  them  to  design 
the  hospital  for  free  in  return  for 
the  guarantee  that  if  we  did  raise 
the  building  money,  they  would  get 
the  contract.” 

It  was  relatively  easy  to  select  a 
site  for  the  hospital.  In  order  to 
serve  the  Gentilly  area  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  the  primary  service  area  at 
the  time,  the  eastern  side  of  the  In¬ 
dustrial  Canal  was  the  only  logical 
choice.  There  was  no  I- 10  at  the 
time  and  people  in  the  eastern  area 
of  New  Orleans  often  died  from 
heart  attacks  or  accidents  because 
hospitals  were  too  far  away,  or  be¬ 
cause  the  Industrial  Canal  bridge 
was  in  the  up  position. 

In  1961,  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Organization  was  incorporated  — 
just  three  years  after  the  seed  for  the 
facility  had  been  planted  in  a  Gen¬ 
tilly  kitchen.  After  a  year  of  hard 
work,  planning  and  dreaming,  the 
State  Department  of  Hospitals  au¬ 
thorized  a  hospital  service  area  for 
the  Gentilly  East  Hospital,  as  Meth¬ 
odist  was  first  called. 

In  1962,  a  fund  drive  to  raise  the 
anticipated  $3.5  million  construc¬ 
tion  cost  was  initiated  and  endorsed 
by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Governor,  and  the  New  Orleans 
City  Council.  Raffles,  auctions,  sup¬ 
pers  and  a  wide  range  of  other  fund¬ 
raising  activities  by  church  and 
civic  groups  were  also  part  of  the 
several  year  drive. 

Community  leaders  George  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Bill  James  each  donated 


five  acres  of  what  is  now  Crowder 
Boulevard  and  1-10.  With  $60,000, 
the  hospital  organizers  bought  an¬ 
other  five  acres  of  what  is  now  the 
Plaza  Shopping  Center.  That  fifteen 
acres  were  used  in  a  swap  with  the 
Lake  Forest  Corporation  for  the 
present  23  acres. 

“We  had  originally  agreed  to  19 
acres,  but  almost  on  bended  knee  I 
asked  for  more  footage  on  Read 
Road  so  that  we  could  have  a  nicer 
entrance  and  they  agreed,”  Koele¬ 
may  reports. 

On  first  inspection  of  the  desig¬ 
nated  site,  Hospital  founders  faced 
two  feet  of  water  covering  the  entire 
area  —  it  was  1965  and  just  after 
Hurricane  Betsy.  The  area  was 
filled  and  elevated  shortly  after  the 
original  inspection. 

Construction  began  in  January, 
1967,  and  on  September  25,  1968, 
an  80-bed  Methodist  Hospital 
opened  its  doors  to  patient  care. 
Gerald  LaNasa,  MD,  admitted  the 
first  patient  at  2:10  p.m.  and  Meth¬ 
odist’s  first  baby  was  bom  at  3:00 
p.m.  that  same  day. 

Methodist  Hospital’s  25-year 
history  has  been  one  of  growth  ac¬ 
centuated  by  an  extraordinary 
commitment  to  the  community  it 
serves.  Methodist  Hospital  was  con¬ 
structed  in  response  to  community 
need,  and  more  than  once,  it  has  met 
the  challenges  and  changes  of  an  ex¬ 
panding  community  and  rapidly  de¬ 
veloping  medical  field.  As  New 
Orleans  East  continues  to  mature  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  areas  of 
the  community,  and  as  the  medical 
field  continues  to  broaden  its  capa¬ 
bilities,  Methodist  Hospital  will 
continue  to  reflect  a  strong  and  sol¬ 
id  foundation.  Methodist  Hospital 
is  also  the  second  largest  employer 
in  eastern  New  Orleans. 

Since  its  beginning,  Methodist 
has  grown  and  now  is  a  317-bed 
comprehensive  health  care  institu¬ 
tion  and  the  center  of  a  major  medi¬ 
cal  complex.  Also  housed  on  the 
Methodist  campus  is  the  Methodist 
Ambulatory  Surgery  Center,  Meth¬ 
odist  Psychiatric  Pavilion,  Method¬ 


" If  you  had  told  me  14  years  ago  that  Methodist  Hospital  would 
double  in  size  and  would  operate  at  such  a  level  of  professionalism.  I 
would  have  told  them  they  were  out  of  their  cotton-pickin '  minds.  But 
with  the  grace  of  God.  good  doctors  and  the  people  who  loan  money, 
here  we  are  today. " 

—  John  Koelemay 
1982 


New  MRI  Installed 

Methodist  Hospital  recently  installed  a  new  Magnetic  Resonance  Imag¬ 
ing  (MRI)  Unit.  The  new  unit  is  a  1.0  Tesla  Siemens  Impact  MRI  System, 
the  latest  technology  from  Siemens.  The  unit  is  the  only  one  of  this  kind  in 
the  greater  New  Orleans  metropolitan  area. 

Located  in  the  rear  of  the  existing  Radiology  Department,  the  advanced 
MRI  Unit  houses  permanent,  sophisticated  imaging  equipment.  According 
to  Administrative  Director  of  Radiology  Gene  Nunez,  the  permanent  MRI 
System  offers  convenience  for  patients  and  physicians.  Additionally,  the 
highly  sophisticated  equipment  enables  physicians  to  produce  images  of 
the  human  body  with  even  more  clarity  than  previously  available  equip¬ 
ment. 

“MRI  is  an  important  diagnostic  tool  in  patient  care,”  explains  Medical 
Director  of  Radiology  Robert  Fortenberry,  MD.  “Although  we  have  of¬ 
fered  MRI  services  for  some  time,  the  demand  for  scanning  time  has  in¬ 
creased  and  we  felt  a  need  to  offer  full-time  services.”  In  the  past, 
Methodist  participated  in  shared  mobile  MRI  services. 

The  advanced  equipment  features  a  more  powerful  magnet  providing  in¬ 
creased  scanning  abilities  and  reducing  the  length  of  time  required  for 
comprehensive  patient  diagnosis. 


M.  Kenneth  Schor 

ist  Occupational  and  Industrial 
Medicine  Clinic,  and  Methodist 
Neurosurgery  Center.  The  Method¬ 
ist  Cancer  Center  expanded  last 
year,  and  the  Physicians  Medical 
Plaza  was  constructed. 

The  25th  year’s  activities  is 
marked  by  the  theme  “A  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Caring:  Past,  Present  and 
Future.”  The  recent  Steppin’  Out 
Gala,  and  the  upcoming  Steppin’ 
Out  Road  Race  are  held  annually  to 
benefit  Methodist  Hospital,  as  well 
as  to  commemorate  the  founding. 
During  the  next  12  months,  there 
will  be  numerous  activities  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  event. 

Methodist  Hospital  will  soon  em¬ 
bark  upon  a  major  $17  million  ex¬ 
pansion  program  for  the  Hospital  to 


include  the  construction  and  equip¬ 
ping  of  a  131,000  square  foot  East 
Tower  addition  and  improvements 
to  the  Methodist  Health  System 
campus.  Highlights  of  the  project 
will  be  the  establishment  of  a  new 
24-bed  intensive  care  unit  directly 
connected  to  the  surgery  suite  as 
well  as  step  down  intensive  care 
units.  Also,  a  major  component  of 
the  expansion  is  the  development  of 
the  Hospital’s  women  services  cen¬ 
ter.  Although  bed  capacity  will  re¬ 
main  at  317,  each  room  will  be  made 
into  a  private  patient  room  with  bath/ 
shower.  Also  included  in  the  project  is 
landscaping  and  improvements  of 
campus  roads  with  the  addiction  of  a 
Lake  Forest  Boulevard  exit/entrance 
extension  into  the  Hospital  drive. 
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Important,  Exciting 
Programs  Funded 
Through  Wider  Mission 

Dr.  Stone  Caraway 

Executive  Director  of 
Administration 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference 

Bishop  Francis  Asbury  once  boasted  that  “Every  Methodist 
Conference  in  the  Union  is  insolvent.”  Bishop  Asbury  rejoiced  and 
thanked  the  Lord  daily  for  keeping  “the  traveling  connection  . . .  poor.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  neither  “poor  nor  insolvent.”  At 
the  end  of  June  or  the  halfway  point  in  the  year,  210  churches  of  574  had 
paid  50  per  cent  or  more  of  their  church’s  Wider  Mission.  At  the  end  of 
July,  $31,183  more  had  been  sent  to  the  Conference  office  than  for  the 
same  period  in  1991.  Due  to  the  3.36  per  cent  increase,  however,  the  giv¬ 
ing  was  almost  one  per  cent  behind  that  of  a  year  ago. 

|  These  figures  ought  to  concern  us  but  they  are  not  indications  that  the 
Annual  Conference  is  either  “poor  or  insolvent.”  Important  and  exciting 
programs  continue  to  be  funded  and  the  work  of  Christ’s  people  called 
United  Methodists  continues  to  move  forward. 

At  the  Annual  Conference  in  June,  lay  and  clergy  members  approved  a 
total  1993  budget  of  $5,724,400  which  represents  a  modest  2.27  per  cent 
increase  over  the  1992  adopted  budget.  The  Conference  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  does  not  draw  the  budget  figures  out  of  a  hat.  The  figures  are  the 
result  of  careful  planning  by  each  of  our  Conference’s  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies.  In  the  near  future  every  local  church  will  receive  from  its  District 
Superintendent  copies  of  the  new  1993  Conference  Financial  Program. 

With  God’s  grace,  we  will  continue  to  move  forward  to  realize  the  vi¬ 
sions  and  goals  set  before  us  as  we  seek  to  be  a  part  of  bringing  God’s 
will  and  purpose  to  fulfillment.  Together  we  will  discover  we  are  neither 
“poor  nor  insolvent.”  God  will  continue  to  use  us  in  mighty  ways  during 
the  coming  years. 

World  Communion  Sunday 
Unites  Christians  At  Table 


To  call  the  church  to  be  universal 
and  inclusive,  World  Communion 
Sunday  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  4. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Langford,  asso¬ 
ciate,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  who 
is  Conference  Missions  secretary, 
said,  “World  Communion  Sunday 
is  a  celebration  of  the  fact  that 
Christians  all  over  the  world  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion.  We  stress  the  fact  that 
the  Christian  church  is  universal 
and  we  look  at  the  things  that  bind 
us  together  instead  of  our  differ¬ 
ences.  On  that  day,  in  most  Chris¬ 
tian  churches,  around  the  world  we 
will  have  Communion.  It’s  as  if  we 
were  all  at  the  table  together.” 

A  special  offering  will  be  taken. 
“Some  churches  will  have  special 


envelopes  while  others  will  take  a 
Communion  offering,”  Langford 
said. 

The  offering  is  designated  for: 
Crusade  Scholarships  which  are 
awarded  for  graduate  study  that  re¬ 
quires  commitment  to  a  career  in 
some  field  of  human  service;  Ethnic 
Scholarships,  a  program  for  ethnic 
undergraduate  students  who  are  ac¬ 
tive  members  of  UM  churches  (ad¬ 
ministered  through  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  Loans  and  Scholarships 
office),  and  the  Ethnic  In-Service 
Training  Program,  a  grant  for  eth¬ 
nic  persons  who  seek  to  combine 
study  with  practical  training  to  at¬ 
tain  professional  certification  in 
church-related  vocations. 


October  Conference  Calendar 

2-3  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

3  United  Methodist  Men’s  State  Christian  Motivational  Assembly, 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans,  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

3  United  Methodist  Women  District  Annual  Meetings 

4  World  Communion  Sunday 

5-8  “Mountain  Top”  Fall  Retiree  Event,  Mount  Sequoyah 

5-9  National  CEF  Convention,  Estes  Park,  Colo. 

9-10  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry, 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 

9- 1 1  Jurisdictional  Singles  Leadership  Training,  Mount  Sequoyah 

10  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  Newman  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  10  a.m. 

10  Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society  meeting,  First 
Church  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

10- 1 1  United  Methodist  Women,  District  Annual  Meetings 

12-14  Pensions  and  Benefits  Quadrennial  Workshop,  San  Antonio 

14- 17  "The  Best  Is  Yet  To  Be,"  Fall  Retiree  Event,  Mount  Sequoyah 

15  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  “Medicine  and  Reli¬ 
gion”  Seminar 

15- 18  Cursillo  No.  30,  Tall  Timbers 

17  Special  Ministries  Committee,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria,  10 
a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

17  CCYM  Meeting,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria 

1 8  Disability  Awareness  and  Advocacy  Sunday 

18  Laity  Sunday 

1 9-2 1  “Autumn  Time”  Fall  Retiree  Event,  Mount  Sequoyah 

19- 22  Jurisdictional  Camp  Leaders'  Meeting,  Epworth  Among  the 

Hills,  Arcadia,  Mo. 

20  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Orienta¬ 
tion  Workshop,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge 

20- 21  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

24  United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leaders  Training, 
First  UMC,  Pineville 

24  United  Methodist  Men’s  State  Christian  Motivational  Assem¬ 
bly,  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

25  Good  Samaritan  Observance  and  Offering 

26-27  Jurisdictional  Training  Event  for  Boards  of  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try,  St.  Louis,  MO 

26-29  “Leaves  of  Gold”  Fall  Retiree  Event,  Mount  Sequoyah 


Acadiana  District  Superintendent  Gerald  Richardson,  LEFT,  and 
Bishop  Oden,  CENTER,  show  Dr.  Randy  Nugent,  general  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  areas  of  Louisiana  damaged 
by  the  hurricane. 


Head  of  Global  Ministries 
Sees  Disasters  As  Chance 
To  Expand  Ministries 


Dr.  Randy  Nugent,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  sees  the  disasters  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida  as  opportunities  for  ex¬ 
panded  mission  work  as  a  result  of 
hurricane  relief. 

“God  gives  us  opportunities  to 
explore  and  extend  different  areas 
of  missions,"  he  said  on  a  recent 
visit  to  Louisiana. 

Emergency  relief  by  UMCOR,  an 
agency  of  the  board,  is  also  being 
conducted  throughout  the  world  in¬ 
cluding  Florida,  the  Bahamas,  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  Somalia,”  he  said.  (Since 
his  visit  Hawaii  has  been  added.) 

Nugent  emphasized  that  the 
problem  in  Somalia  is  only  10  per 
cent  of  the  African  famine.  He  men¬ 
tioned  other  countries. 

In  Zimbabwe 

“In  Zimbabwe  the  grain  won’t 
grow  because  they  have  no  rain,  but 
at  least  some  of  the  political  matters 
are  being  cleared  up  so  that  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  get  back  to 
farming.” 

He  mentioned  the  fighting  in  Mo¬ 
zambique  and  the  coup  in  Liberia. 
“It’s  not  settled.  There  are  three 
pretenders.  There  is  a  need  to  feed 
the  people  of  Mozambique  as  well 
as  the  refugees  now  coming  into  the 
country.” 

In  Somalia  and  other  African 
countries  there  is  food  but  it  is  often 
hoarded  by  the  food  merchants  who 
are  waiting  for  the  prices  to  go  up,” 
Nugent  said.  “Sometimes  the  U.S. 
Government  forces  their  hand  by 
shipping  in  grain  not  grown  locally.” 

Ecumenical  Effort 

“In  most  places  we  work  ecumeni¬ 
cally,”  he  said  of  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
which  is  helping  people  in  many 
countries,  including  the  United  States, 
on  a  continuing  basis. 

Nugent  started  out  working  in  home 
missions  in  the  inner-city  and  in  rural 
New  York  and  Vermont.  About  his 
position  as  head  of  the  General  Board, 


he  said,  “I  was  just  lucky.” 

While  in  Baton  Rouge,  Nugent 
met  with  Bishop  Oden  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  larger  Cabinet.  He  of¬ 
fered  the  full  cooperation  of  the 
General  Board  and  its  divisions  in 
the  long  term  task  of  helping  to  re¬ 
build  and  renew  lives  of  those  af¬ 
fected  in  the  southern  regions  of 
Louisiana. 

Nugent  encouraged  Louisiana 
Conference  to  establish  caring  min¬ 
istries  that  will  last  well  beyond  the 
recent  disaster. 

Economic  Losses 

Concerning  the  Louisiana  and 
Florida  damage,  he  mentioned,  in 
addition  to  the  lives  and  homes, 
“the  economic  nature  of  the  loss.’’ 

Loss  of  crops  such  as  sugar  cane 
and  cotton  and  the  fish  kill  all  have 
economic  implications.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  have  lost  businesses  and  jobs  be¬ 
cause  of  the  hurricane. 

Asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  most 
important  job  in  missions  today, 
Nugent  said,  “To  hold  before  the 
church  the  challenge  of  missions 
and  the  need  for  spreading  the  gos¬ 
pel  into  all  the  world.  Then  we  can 
do  the  specifics.  There  is  still  a 
world  of  missionary  opportunities.” 

Mission  Needs 

He  said  there  is  a  need  for  persons 
who  provide  funds  and  a  need  for 
those  who  like  to  go  the  mission  fields 
themselves,  whether  as  a  profession  or 
on  their  two-week  vacations. 

“People  feel  the  need  to  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  missions.  Now  some  can 
get  on  a  plane  and  go  do  it.  That  is 
the  claim  that  God  has  on  our  lives, 
that  we  are  related  to  others.” 

He  said  we  hear  a  lot  about  the 
killing  throughout  the  world,  but 
“killing  is  not  the  norm.  It’s  the  oth¬ 
er  things  that  are  more  prevalent, 
people  doing  good.  There  is  so 
much  good  work  being  done  that  we 
often  don’t  recognize  it.  There’s 
more  of  the  positive  relationships, 
the  sharing.” 


D.S.  Organizes  Foundation 
In  Spite  of  War  Rationing 


When  100  concerned  citizens  met 
in  Alexandria  on  Sept.  25,  1942, 
they  were  responding  to  a  call  for  a 
“state  mass  meeting  of  moral 
forces"  which  resulted  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Moral  and 
Civic  Foundation.  The  call  had 
been  issued  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Doss  Jr., 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Ruston  thought  it  was  a 
good  idea  to  meet  and  gave  his  full 
support  but  worried  that  many  peo¬ 
ple  could  not  attend  because  of  the 
“present  transportation  condition.” 

It  was  difficult  for  that  “Commit¬ 
tee  of  1 00"  to  get  to  Alexandria  be- 
cause  tires  and  gasoline  were 
rationed  due  to  the  war  effort.  But 
they  got  there  and  formed  an  ecu¬ 
menical  foundation  that  has  been  a 
force  in  the  state  for  half  a  century. 

Foundation  records  show  that 
“from  every  section  of  the  state 
those  100  Godly  people  came  to¬ 
gether  to  form  a  front  line  agency” 


to  enlist  those  who  would  volunteer 
to  become  “warriors  against  the 
evils  of  sin  and  the  assaults  of  the 
devil . . 

The  focus  of  the  church  and  the 
world  has  changed  since  that  time 
50  years  ago  as  we  have  moved  for¬ 
ward  to  emphasize  peace.  However, 
the  causes  of  righteousness  and  mo¬ 
rality  have  persisted  and  continue 
today  through  the  Foundation’s 
work. 

The  board  of  trustees  voted  to  cele¬ 
brate  its  50th  anniversary  by  return¬ 
ing  to  the  place  of  the  original 
gathering,  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church, 
Alexandria,  for  an  Awards  Banquet  at 
6  p.m.  on  Friday.  Sept.  25. 

Tickets  are  $10  per  person.  Call 
the  LMCF,  (504)  767-1908  for  din¬ 
ner  reservations.  A  meeting  at  7:45 
p.m.  requires  no  reservations. 

The  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Pineville,  is  vice  chair¬ 
man  of  the  1992  promotions  com¬ 
mittee  and  Ken  Ward  is  executive 
director  of  LMCF. 


Storm  Relief  and  Damage 
Top  Methodist  Concerns 


Help  continues  to  pour  in  from 
all  over  the  United  States  for  the 
persons  in  south  Louisiana  parishes 
who  have  suffered  from  Hurricane 
Andrew  and  the  tornadoes  it 
spawned.  Sarah  Schoeffler  (318- 
269-1905)  working  in  the  Acadiana 
District  Superintendent’s  office  is 
coordinating  the  relief  effort.  As¬ 
sisting  are  Judi  Sarver,  who  is  coor¬ 
dinating  communications,  and 
Gaynell  Lormand  who  is  staffing 
the  phone. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  are  among  those  helping 
in  a  big  way  while  some  of  them 
work  (or  wait)  to  get  their  own 
churches  repaired. 

Nolley  in  Jena 

The  Rev.  William  Nolan,  pastor, 
reported  damage  to  the  roof  of  Nol¬ 
ley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena. 

A  photographer,  Nolan  took  pic¬ 
tures  of  downed  trees  and  other 
damage.  One  photo  he  took  of  a 
tree  trunk  from  the  bottom,  was 
named,  “Andrew.” 

First,  Thibodaux 

In  Thibodaux,  at  First  UMC,  the 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash  and  about  20 
members  of  all  ages  worked  to  “bat¬ 
ten  down  the  hatches”  before  the 
storm  —  boarding  up  stained-glass 
windows,  removing  the  covering 
from  their  awning  and  securing  ev¬ 
erything  they  could. 

After  the  storm,  a  church  crew 
plus  the  minister’s  brother-in-law, 
Wilbert  “Dub”  High  from  Tampa, 
Fla.,  cleaned  up  the  church  and 
grounds.  He  also  has  served  as  site 
manager  at  Sager  Brown  refugee 
center  for  two  weeks.  The  Thibo¬ 
daux  church  sent  supplies  there  and 
to  other  areas  and  sent  work  teams 
to  Dutac  and  Baldwin. 

The  church  roof  needed  repairs. 
Water  got  into  pre-school  buildings 


Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena, 
where  the  Rev.  William  Nolan  is 
pastor,  had  roof  damage  from 
the  storm. 

and  there  was  some  damage  to  the 
parsonage.  "The  church’s  concrete 
window  ledges  were  damaged,  but 
we  saved  the  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows,”  Drash  said. 

Immediately  after  the  storm,  the 
church  served  as  a  Red  Cross  Relief 
Shelter  for  those  whose  homes  were 
destroyed  or  damaged. 

Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge 

Several  Baton  Rouge  churches 
had  trees  and  sign  damage  and  were 
without  electricity  after  the  storm 
including  Broadmoor  UMC. 

A  huge  tree  limb  crashed  into  the 
parsonage  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Ken 
Carroll,  associate  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  family. 
“We  had  the  kids  in  the  hall  when  it 
happened  so  everyone  was  safe,”  he 
said.  "Someone  could  have  been  im¬ 
paled  on  the  limb  because  it  came 
through  like  a  sword.” 

Brodmoor,  where  Dr.  Charles  Sim¬ 
mons  is  pastor,  gathered  emergency 
relief  items  for  the  residents  of  Du- 
lac.  Alice  and  Jack  Story  delivered 
the  food,  clothing  and  other  supplies 
in  multiple  trips. 

“We  were  overwhelmed  with  the 
response  from  our  members,  she  said. 


Among  the  team  of  20  members  who  helped  board  up  First  UMC, 
Thibodaux,  for  the  storm  and  clean-up  afterwards  were  persons  of 
all  ages.  Assisting  Tim  Blakeman,  RIGHT,  in  boarding  stained-glass 
windows  are  his  grandson,  Matthew  Melancon,  CENTER,  and  Mar- 
ley  Dorris.  The  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  pastor. 


UMM  To  Hear  Bishop  Al  Norris 
and  Kirbyjon  Caldwell  at  CMAs 

Bishop  Alfred  Norris  of  the  Northwest  Texas/New  Mexico  Area,  will 
travel  from  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  and  the  Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell  is  to 
arrive  from  Houston  to  speak  for  two  United  Methodist  Men  events. 

Ron  Sarver,  president  of  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men, 
has  announced  the  speakers  and  the  dates  for  a  Christian  Motivation  As¬ 


sembly  in  New 
Orleans  Oct.  3  and 
another  on  Oct.  24 
in  Lafayette. 

“Men  of  Stat¬ 
ure,  Uniting  in 
Christ”  will  be  the 
subject  of  Bishop 
Norris  who  was 
elected  from  the 

Bishop  Alfred  Louisiana  Confer- 
Norris  ence  to  the  episco¬ 
pacy  this  summer  at  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
The  assembly  on  Oct.  3  which  he  is 
to  address  will  be  held  in  Dent  Hall, 
Dillard  University,  2601  Gentilly 
Blvd.,  New  Orleans. 

Eugene  J.  Green  Sr.  is  to  be  music 
director.  The  Men’s  Choral  Group 
of  Bethany  UMC  will  present  musi¬ 
cal  selections. 

Registration  and  coffee  are  sched¬ 
uled  from  8  to  9  a.m.  Registrations 
($25)  will  be  welcomed  at  the  door, 
but  luncheon  will  only  be  available 


on  a  first-come 
basis,  according 
to  Robert  Chance 
of  Norco,  regis¬ 
trar. 

A  popular 
speaker  at  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  this  year, 

Caldwell  will 
speak  about  “Be¬ 
coming  God’s 
Kingdom  Builders”  at  the  CMA  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  24,  at  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette.  He  is  pastor  of  Windsor 
Village  UMC  in  Houston,  a  congrega¬ 
tion  that  has  90  ministries  to  persons 
in  the  city. 


ii 


Rev.  Kirbyjon 
H.  Caldwell 


Lee  Cooke,  director  of  ministries 
at  Asbury,  will  be  music  leader. 

Registration  will  be  from  8  to  9 
a.m.  To  pre-register  and  be  assured 
of  having  a  reservation  for  lunch 
send  $25,  by  Oct.  16,  to:  Methodist 
Men,  101  Live  Oak  Blvd.,  La¬ 
fayette,  LA  70503. 


Texan  To  Lead  Pastors  Retreat 


Dr.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  invites  other  ministers  of  the 
Conference  to  attend  the  Lake 
Charles  and  Acadiana  Bi-District 
Ministers’  Retreat. 

The  Rev.  John  Thornburg,  pastor 
of  Northaven  UMC,  Dallas,  will 
lead  the  retreat  study  on  “Two  Keys 
to  Pastoral  Effectiveness:  Fresh 
Worship  and  Urgent  Planning.” 

Clergy  will  gather  Monday,  Sept. 
28,  at  10  a.m.  at  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center  near  LeBlanc  and  the  retreat 


is  to  conclude  Tuesday  at  2  p.m. 

Persons  attending  are  asked  to 
read,  “The  Clown  in  the  Belfry,”  a 
book  by  Frederick  Buechner,  as  re¬ 
source  material. 

Thornburg  has  written  hymns 
and  anthems  and  articles  about 
church  music.  He  is  chair,  Division 
of  Worship  for  North  Texas  Confer¬ 
ence. 

One  CEU  will  be  offered.  To  reg¬ 
ister  call  the  Lake  Charles  District 
office,  (318)  439-2982. 
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Faith  forum 


Rriitorial- 

The  gospel  according  to  'USA  Today/  Not. 


“USA  Today,"  the  ubiquitous  “national  newspaper,"  marks  its  10th 
birthday  this  month.  Efforts  to  learn  where  this  popular  publication 
is  “coming  from"  can  perhaps  identify  wider  cultural  forces  that 
help  or  hinder  expressions  of  traditional  religious  faith. 


The  10th  birthday  this  month  of 
“USA  Today,”  the  colorful,  self-de¬ 
scribed  “national  newspaper”  that 
appears  in  newsstands  and  on  street 
comers  worldwide,  offers  a  fitting 
occasion  to  reflect  on  the  ubiqui¬ 
tous  publication’s  theology. 

Theology? 

That’s  right.  Closely  examined, 
even  secular  publications  such  as 
“USA  Today”  reveal  clues  to  their 
generally  unacknowledged  assump¬ 
tions  about  ultimate  reality,  includ¬ 
ing  their  view  of  “god.” 

Gaining  a  grasp  of  such  assump¬ 
tions  is  particularly  pertinent  in  the 
case  of  “USA  Today.”  During  its 
relatively  brief  history  it  has  had  a 
trend-setting  impact  on  other  publi¬ 
cations,  including  church  newspa¬ 
pers  such  as  the  Reporter. 

Hence,  efforts  to  leant  where  it’s 
“coming  from”  can  perhaps  identi¬ 
fy  wider  cultural  forces  that  help  or 
hinder  expressions  of  traditional  re¬ 
ligious  faith  such  as  Christianity. 

On  the  help  side,  “USA  Today” 
has  pioneered  the  concept  of  “user 
friendliness,”  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  print  media. 

Its  concisely  written  stories,  ap¬ 
pealing  use  of  color  and  emphasis 
on  people  (note  the  many  photos  of 
human  faces!)  send  a  winsome  mes¬ 
sage:  News  worth  telling  should  be 
largely  about  people  and  should  be 
accessible  to  ordinary  people. 


In  Christian  terms,  God  wants  us 
to  know  and  relate  to  creation. 
Hence,  “the  Word  became  flesh  . . .’’ 
(John  1:14). 

At  the  very  least,  then,  a  user- 
friendly  “USA  Today”  reminds 
Christians  of  a  basic  mandate:  To 
proclaim  and  live  our  faith  in  a  way 
that  readily  connects  with  human 
needs,  concerns  and  interests.  Just  as 
“USA  Today”  is  eye-catching  and  ap¬ 
proachable,  Christianity,  to  flourish, 
must  be  “faith-catching”  and  inviting. 

On  the  hinder  side,  many  “USA 
Today”  virtues  conceal  troubling 
vices.  Stories  that  are  uniformly 
brief,  often  formula-written  and 
overly  simplistic  have  helped  feed 
the  “sound  bite”  mentality  that  has 
dominated  the  popular  media  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  10  years. 

One  effect  of  that  mentality  is  to  re¬ 
duce  the  news  and,  by  extension, 
one’s  view  of  reality  to  short  bursts  of 
disconnected  information.  Such  "fac¬ 
toids”  are  uncluttered  by  ambiguity 
and  the  messiness  that  characterizes 
life  as  most  people  experience  it. 

By  contrast,  Christianity  is  rooted 
in  a  spiritual  and  moral  “dimension 
of  depth”  that  includes  mystery  as 
part  of  life’s  God-given  reality.  Much 
that  truly  matters — the  gift  of  love, 
the  creation  of  life,  the  experience  of 
grace,  the  horror  of  evil — cannot  be 
neatly  packaged  in  a  “USA  Today" 
chart  nor  captured  in  sound  bites  and 


instant  analysis. 

In  short,  one  of  our  faith’s  most 
insidious  foes  may  be  this:  wide¬ 
spread  impatience,  encouraged  by 
"USA  Today”-type  patterns  of 
thought  and  perception,  with  any 
demands  on  people’s  attention  span 
and  their  willingness  to  deal  in 
depth  with  life’s  struggles. 

We  as  Christians  must  challenge 


any  such  make-no-demands,  false 
gospel  of  our  times,  no  matter  what 
the  source. 

We  can  begin  by  calling  ourselves 
and  others  to  disciplined  lives  of 
prayer  and  a  demanding  but  fulfill¬ 
ing  quest  for  the  truly  good  news  of 
God  in  Christ — a  story  no  news  me¬ 
dium  has  been  able  to  report  ade¬ 
quately  in  some  2,000  years. 


Here  I  Stand 


How  can  we  balance  claims  on  stewardship? 


By  BRUCE  BEDINGFIELD 

I  recently  completed  a  stint  as 
chairman  of  our  church’s  steward¬ 
ship  committee.  I  didn’t  accomplish 
nearly  as  much  as  I  had  hoped  to. 
I’m  not  sure  I  gave  it  the  time  or  the 
energy  1  should  have. 

In  fact,  our  whole  committee 
found  it  hard  to  meet  due  to  other 
commitments  and  responsibilities. 

It’s  particularly  ironic  that  our 
work  had  to  do  with  stewardship, 
for  each  of  us  is  a  steward  of  our 
time  and  our  energy.  We’re  stew¬ 
ards  of  our  church  with  a  responsi- 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Bruce  Bedingfield  is  a 
member  of  Our  Redeemer's  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Schaumburg,  III. 
(Northern  Illinois  conference). 


bility  to  our  church’s  work.  But 
we’re  also  stewards  of  the  many 
other  responsibilities  that  God  has 
given  us. 

God  has  given  most  of  us  the  gift 
and  responsibility  of  a  family.  Our 
family  rightfully  deserves  our  time 
and  attention.  We’re  pulled,  then, 


when  our  church  work  demands 
time  or  energy  that  would  otherwise 
be  spent  on  family. 

Yet,  other  commitments  demand 
our  time  as  well.  Our  jobs  often  ex¬ 
tend  into  evenings  and  weekends, 
competing  with  our  chance  to  do 
church  work.  But  those  jobs  are  an¬ 
other  charge  that  God  has  given  us. 

Meanwhile,  many  find  it  difficult 
to  fulfill  church  duties  due  to  con¬ 
tinuing  education.  That  education 
is  important  as  it  allows  us  to  nur¬ 
ture  the  gifts  and  talents  God  has 
given  us.  Yet  once  again,  this  places 
another  demand  on  our  time  and 


c/Sv  Pontius'  Puddle 


OUR  YOUTH,  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL.  TEACHER 
FRl&UTE-NED  US 
WITH  THE  CONCEPT 
OF  ETERNAL  LIFE. 


X.  THOOG-HT 
ETERNITY  WAS 
SOMETHING  TO 
LOOK  FORWARD 
TO  WITH  JOY. 


NOT  WHEN  YOU  BELONG  to 
A  GENERATION  FOR  WHOM  A 
STEADY  CHET  OF  TELEVISION 
HAS  REDUCED  ITS  ATTENTION  SPAN 
TO  A  (AvNUTE  AND  A  HALF  > 


our  energies. 

I  certainly  don’t  pretend  to  have 
all  the  answers  to  these  quandaries. 
But  I  do  know  that  I’m  not  alone  in 
experiencing  them.  Fortunately,  I 
believe  our  spiritual  teaching  offers 
some  insights  toward  solving  these 
conflicts. 

First,  we  must  realize  that  we 
ARE  stewards  of  the  responsibil¬ 
ities  and  capabilities  God  has  given 
us.  Our  time,  our  energy,  and  even 
our  sense  of  commitment  are  limit¬ 
ed  commodities  which  must  be 
carefully  invested.  We  can’t  say 
“yes”  to  one  thing  without  ulti¬ 
mately  (and  perhaps,  unintentional¬ 
ly)  saying  “no”  to  something  else. 

Secondly,  we  can  remember  there 
is  “a  time  for  every  matter  under 
heaven.”  Our  commitments  and 
our  endeavors  may  be  meant  to 
change  at  various  stages  of  our  life. 
We  can’t  do  everything  at  once.  Yet 
we  can’t  allow  ourselves  unlimited 
procrastination,  for  life  itself  is  a 
limited  commodity. 

Finally,  and  most  importantly,  we 
must  ask  for  God’s  help  in  solving 
these  conflicts.  After  all,  the  best  pos¬ 
sible  use  of  our  time,  talents,  and  our 
energy,  are  those  activities  that  ac¬ 
complish  God’s  will — the  One  who 
gave  them  to  us  in  the  first  place. 


Faithfully  yours= 

I  didn't  expect  son's  leaving  to  be  so  tough 


It  wasn’t  supposed  to  feel  this  bad. 

In  fact  it  was  supposed  to  feel 
good.  At  least  that 
is  how  I  had  imag¬ 
ined  it  during  the 
last  few  years. 

I  shook  his 
hand,  wished  him 
good  luck,  and 
watched  him  drive 
out  of  the  parking 
lot.  The  old  1982  model  van  was 
loaded  down.  The  last  item  loaded 
was  the  small  refrigerator  from  my 
office. 

Our  eldest  was  clearing  the  nest 
and  heading  out  on  his  own — to  a 
city  where  his  mother  and  I  had 
never  even  lived. 

I  watched  as  long  as  I  could  see  the 
brightly  colored  van.  I  turned,  went 
into  the  building  and  to  my  office.  I 


closed  the  door,  and  then .... 

Well,  those  who  have  shared  this 
experience  with  their  children  know 
what  happened  then.  Others  with 
children  will  find  out. 

For  the  others,  I  am  at  the  same 
time  glad  and  sorry  for  you  that  you 
will  not  have  this  experience. 

The  mix  of  emotions  was  at  least 
as  great  as  anything  I  had  ever  expe¬ 
rienced. 

For  some  months  I  had  anticipat¬ 
ed  draining  and  dismantling  his  wa- 
terbed  and  packing  it  for  another 
home.  I  chuckled  at  the  idea  of  the 
weight  bench  finally  making  perma¬ 
nent  impressions  on  someone  else’s 
carpet. 

I  had  felt  those  unfather-like 
emotions  along  with  expecting  relief 
that  my  responsibility  for  his 


growth  and  development  had  end¬ 
ed. 

I  was  certain  such  questionable 
feelings  would  be  justified  by  an 
overwhelming  pride  in  his  growth 
and  coming  of  age.  And  would  cele¬ 
brate  his  accomplishments  and  his 
pursuit  of  a  chosen  career. 

I  thought  there  would  be  no  sad¬ 
ness. 

I  was  wrong. 

Oh,  there  was  pride  in  his  taking 
what  he  called  “a  really  big  step.” 
And  there  was  celebration  in  his 
courage  to  go  to  a  distant  city  and 
pursue  his  chosen  course. 

But,  there  was  no  relief.  Instead  I 
wondered  if  he  were  ready.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  I  were  ready. 

The  night  before  we  sat  in  the 
room  that  had  been  his  all  these 
years,  he  on  the  floor  and  I  on  the 


weight  bench  (I  was  glad  there 
wasn’t  room  for  it  in  the  van). 

He  looked  around  the  room  at  all 
the  banners,  posters,  and  assorted 
pieces  on  the  walls. 

“You  know,  it’s  taken  me  all  my 
life  to  put  all  that  up  there,”  he  ob¬ 
served.  “Don’t  take  it  down  too 
quick.  I  might  be  back.” 

I  hope  so.  I  sure  hope  so! 

Not  too  soon  or  for  too  long — but 
many,  many  times. 

But  for  now,  go  with  God’s  bless¬ 
ings  and  my  love. 

—DANIEL  /.  LOUIS 
Mr.  Louis  is  General  Manager  of  the 
Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


Daniel  I.  Louis 
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“The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my 
song;  he  has  become  my  salvation.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Isaiah  26:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept  27 
Monday:  Psalms  108:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  108:5-13 
Wednesday:  Joel  2:2 1-22 
Thursday:  Joel  2:23-30 
Friday:  Luke  16:1 9-3 1 
Saturday:  1  Timothy  6:1-5 
Sunday:  1  Timothy  6:6-19 


SEPTEMBER  25,  1992 


Letters  to  the  Editor== 
I  want  church,  candidates 
to  reject  evil  and  seek  God 


Your  Sept.  4  editorial  headlined, 
“Politicians’  God-talk  demeans 
both  God  and  politics,”  left  me 
with  a  desire  to  write  my  first  letter 
to  an  editor. 

My  advice  is  to  look  deeper,  ob¬ 
serve  the  two  parties’  platforms, 
and  compare  your  findings  to  the 
churches’  position  on  the  issues. 

Mr.  Bush  accurately  quotes  the 
Republican  Party’s  stand  on  the 
American  people’s  faith  in  God, 
their  desire  for  prayer  in  school, 
and,  most  importantly,  the  posi¬ 
tions  taken  on  pro-life  and  homo¬ 
sexuality.  The  latter  two  are  almost 
identical  to  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
The  platform  is  180  degrees  oppo¬ 
site  the  pro-abortion  and  gay  rights 
stand  taken  in  Madison  Square 
Garden  by  the  other  party. 

As  an  attendee  at  the  National 
Convention  I  was  particularly 
proud  of  the  similar  positions  of  my 
church  and  my  political  party. 

Your  quotes  of  Matthew  22:21, 
“render  unto  Caesar  the  things...” 
and  “by  their  fruits  you  shall  know 
them”  are  appropriate  but  perhaps 
2  Chronicles  7:14  is  more  likely  to 
fit  the  situation: 

“If  my  people,  which  are  called  by 
my  name,  shall  humble  themselves, 
and  pray,  and  seek  my  face  and  turn 
from  their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I 
hear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive 
their  sins  and  heal  their  land.” 

God’s  condemnation  of  sin  and 
evil  is  crystal  clear.  I  cannot  support 
a  church  or  a  candidate  who  does 
not  seek  God’s  will  in  these  matters. 

W.L.  Turner 
Hemphill,  Texas 

Another  real  problem 

I  think  the  Sept.  4  “Here  I  Stand” 
author  brought  a  real  problem  to 
our  attention  in  his  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Are  youth  real  members,  or 
are  they  just  ‘add-ons’?” 

However,  there  is  another  real 
problem  in  the  area  of  accepting 
members  into  full  membership  and 
responsibility.  The  author  could 
and  should  have  also  included  those 
United  Methodists  who  transfer 
membership  from  one  church  to  an¬ 
other,  especially  those  relocated  due 
to  job  transfer. 

Too  often  the  old-time  members  of 
a  church  have  the  attitude  that  the 
new  ones  must  prove  themselves  be¬ 


fore  they  can  be  considered  for  active 
participation  on  committees,  boards, 
or  other  areas  of  responsibility.  Quite 
often  very  talented  and  dedicated 
Christians  are  not  allowed  to  utilize 
their  talents  until  they  “have  been 
here  long  enough." 

David  Johnson 
Bluefield,  Virginia 

Articles  excited  me 

I  am  excited  about  two  articles  in 
the  Aug.  28  Reporter.  They  are  head¬ 
lined,  “Spirited  ‘Aldersgate’  ’92’ 
praises  the  Lord”  and  “Unexpected 
experience  leaves  warm  peace.” 

These  experiences  are  exactly 
what  we  need.  I  am  65  years  old 
and  I  don’t  intend  to  die  until  I 
have  been  to  a  revival  or  spent  a 
day  of  praise  with  the  Lord. 

Every  church  should  have  a  re¬ 
vival  or  a  day  of  praise  every  year. 
Evangelism  can  reach  out  all  they 
want  but  if  people  don’t  have  God 
in  their  life  they  will  not  come  to 
church.  Let’s  start  feeding  people 
spiritually.  Just  think  what  it  would 
be  like  if  everyone  had  inner  peace. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

Church  should  offer  hope 

In  the  Aug.  21  issue  I  read  an 
amazing  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Norma 
Kuykendall.  1  was  amazed  by  the 
view  that  the  most  redemptive 
thing  that  the  church  could  offer  a 
family  that  was  going  through  abuse 
was  to  look  with  compassion  upon 
the  woman  who  wanted  to  have  an 
abortion  in  the  hopes  the  child 
would,  “go  back  to  God”  rather 
than  have  to  be  abused. 

The  early  church  would  go  out 
and  rescue  children  left  to  die  be¬ 
cause  they  believed  that  Jesus  was 
the  Lord  of  the  living  and  not  the 
dead.  Jesus  called  for  the  children 
to  come  unto  Him — not  as  aborted 
children,  but  living  and  with  a  hope 
for  tomorrow. 

If  children  don’t  have  a  hope  for 
tomorrow  it  is  time  the  church  of¬ 
fered  them  one.  We  cannot  make  a 
better  world  for  some  by  getting  rid 
of  others,  any  more  than  we  can 
wait  on  the  world  to  offer  redemp¬ 
tion.  We  are  the  people  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  we  are  the  people  of  hope! 

Ronald  Ramsey 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 


Introducing 
Dimensions  for 
Living 


Dimensions  for  Living  is  a  new  line  of 
books,  many  of  which  are  written  by  United 
Methodist  authors,  for  United  Methodist 
laity.  Combining  easy-to-read  formats  with 
warm,  uplifting,  inspirational  messages. 
Dimensions  for  Living  books  provide  quality 
reading  that  will  help  you  apply  your  faith  to 
daily  life. 


WHY  DID  GOD  MAKE  BUGS  &  OTHER  ICKY 
THINGS?  Questions  Kids  Ask 
By  Kel  Groseclose 

Examines  questions  children  are  likely  to  ask 

AND  HOW  WE  MIGHT  RESPOND.  HUMOROUS  AND  WISE. 
0-687-46583-4,  $6.50 

IS  THERE  LIFE  AFTER  STRESS? 

By  James  W.  Moore 

HOW  TO  DEAL  CREATIVELY  WITH  THE  EVERYDAY 
STRESSES  WE  ALL  FACE. 

0-687-19708-2,  $9.00 

365  MORE  MEDITATIONS  FOR  WOMEN 
Twelve  Christian  women  share  their  faith, 

INSIGHTS,  AND  EXPERIENCES  FOR  A  YEAR-LONG 
DEVOTIONAL  JOURNEY. 

0-687-41888-7,  $12.00 

HOW  TO  STAY  ALIVE  AS  LONG  AS  YOU  LIVE 
Practical  Guides  for  Christian  Living 
By  Robert  H.  Spain 

Help  for  those  seeking  a  meaningful  life  in 
today's  fast-paced,  materialistic  world. 
0-687-17942-2,  $9.00 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 
ORDER  BY  FAX  ANYTIME:  1-800-445-8189 
TDD/TT  TOLL-FREE  SERVICE:  1-800-227-4091 
(Telecommunications  Device  for  the  Deaf/Telex  Telephone) 

©Cokesbury 
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IT'S  NOT  TOO  LATE:  Although  2,000- 

5,000  people  are  dying  daily  in  Somalia,  it  is 
not  too  late  to  make  a  difference  if  adequate 
funding  and  government  support  are  forthcom¬ 
ing,  say  members  of  an  InterAction  Disaster  Re¬ 
sponse  Committee  and  staff  of  Bread  for  the 
World.  United  Methodists  have  given  an  esti¬ 
mated  $125,000  for  Somalia  through  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Donations 
for  that  work  should  be  directed  to  UMCOR’s 
Advance  #179438-4. 

ATLANTA  LOBBYIST:  Bishop  J.  Lloyd 
Knox,  newly  assigned  to  the  United  Methodist 
Atlanta  Area,  says  he  will  lobby  to  make  Atlanta 
the  new  home  of  the  church’s  ■RffSj 
General  Board  of  Global  tr  F 
Ministries.  He  told  "The 
Wesleyan  Christian  Advo¬ 
cate,”  Georgia  United  Meth¬ 
odists’  official  newspaper, 
that  he  originally  opposed 
moving  the  board  from  New 
York.  But,  he  added,  since 
the  policymaking  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  voted  in  favor  of  relocation — a  fi¬ 
nal  vote  is  expected  in  1 996 — “My  role  will  be  to 
cast  Atlanta  in  the  best  light  possible.”  Bishop 
Knox,  a  former  missionary  to  Cuba  and  Argenti¬ 
na,  chaired  the  board's  World  Division  in  1 989-92 
and  continues  as  a  board  director. 

FROM  THE  LOT  TO  PEW:  Churches 

should  be  the  friendliest  places  around,  but 
many  churches  don’t  even  realize  how  unfriend¬ 
ly  they  are  to  guests,  according  to  a  Southern 
Baptist  growth  consultant.  One  of  the  biggest 
challenges  facing  the  church  may  be  how  to  as¬ 
similate  people,  said  Jerry  Herring,  growth  con¬ 
sultant  in  the  Sunday  School  Board.  She  said 
from  the  parking  lot  to  the  pew  and  every  place 
in  between,  visitors  develop  an  impression  of  a 
church. 

END  ANGOLA  SUPPORT:  A  United 

Church  of  Christ  leader  has  urged  Congress  to 
investigate  U.S.  foreign  policy  toward  Angola. 
The  Rev.  Ben  Chavis,  who  heads  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Commission  for  Racial  Justice,  said  the 
United  States  should  immediately  end  all  sup¬ 
port  for  UNITA,  a  U.S.-backed  guerrilla  group 
that  has  been  battling  the  Marxist-led  Angolan 
government  for  a  decade.  Under  terms  of  a 
post-Cold  War  settlement,  national  elections 
are  scheduled  for  Sept.  29-30. 

THE  PRICE  OF  FREEDOM:  impossi- 
ble  dreams”  of  freedom  have  turned  into  reality 
for  many  people  in  the  past  two  years,  but  sticky 
problems  continue  to  deter  assurance  of  world 
peace,  United  Methodist  Men  from  a  dozen 
states  were  told  Sept.  16  by  some  of  the  more 
than  70  United  Methodists  in  Congress.  Sens. 
Bob  Dole  (R-Kan.),  Sam  Nunn  (D-Ga.),  Richard 
Lugar  (R-Ind.)  and  Howell  Heflin  (D-Ala.),  and 
Reps.  George  Darden  (D-Ga.),  Craig  Thomas 
(R-Wyo.),  John  Bryant  (D-Texas)  and  Jan  Mey¬ 
ers  (R-Kan.)  were  among  speakers  at  the  first 
conference  sponsored  by  the  world  order  task 
force  of  the  national  United  Methodist  Men’s 
organization. 


Sexual  harassment:  UMC  taking  it  seriously 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

It’s  not  about  sex.  It’s  about 
abusing  power.  And  United 
Methodist  leaders  are  learning 
how  to  deal  with  it. 

The  “it”  is  sexual  harassment, 
an  abuse  which  takes  far  more 
forms  than  most  United  Method¬ 
ists  may  understand. 

Propelled  by  documented  inci- 
dents  of  sexual  harassment 
across  the  church,  denomination¬ 
al  leaders  are  striving  to  teach 
annual  conference  and  local  con¬ 
gregation  leaders  how  to  respond 
to  allegations  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  and/or  misconduct. 

New  district  superintendents 
were  taught  how  to  deal  with 
such  allegations  in  August  during 
two  days  of  training  sponsored 
by  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

Situational  training 

Sessions  included  fictional 
“case  studies,”  compiled  from 
actual  incidents  across  the 
church.  Case  studies  were  de¬ 
signed  to  teach  superintendents 
how  to  respond  in  such  situa¬ 
tions  as: 

S  A  pastor  having  a  sexual  re¬ 
lationship  with  a  parishioner 
during  counseling; 

f  Sexual  harassment  of  a 
church  secretary; 

/  Sexual  misconduct  with  chil¬ 
dren  at  a  church  camp. 

Last  week,  the  church’s  new 
bishops  were  briefed  on  the  legal 
implications  of  such  allegations 
during  an  orientation  about  this 


and  other  aspects  of  their  new 
ministries. 

The  entire  Council  of  Bishops 
will  devote  two  days  of  its  Nov. 
1-6  meeting  at  St.  Simon’s  Is¬ 
land,  Ga.,  to  the  topic,  said  Craig 
Hoskins.  Mr.  Hoskins  is  staff  at¬ 
torney  for  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  and  one  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  two  primary  trainers  on 
this  subject. 

The  other  is  the  Rev. 
Stephanie  Anna  Hixon,  a  chief 
executive  with  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women. 

Several  factors  converged 

Ms.  Hixon  told  the  Reporter 
last  week  that  the  church’s  efforts 
to  respond  to  sexual  misconduct 
issues  have  been  sparked  by  such 
factors  as: 

■  The  results  of  a  1990  study 
on  sexual  harassment  within  the 
church; 

■  Increased  reporting  of  alle¬ 
gations  of  sexual  harassment  or 
sexual  misconduct  within  the 
church; 

■  The  1991  confirmation  hear¬ 
ings  of  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Jus¬ 
tice  Clarence  Thomas,  against 
whom  allegations  of  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  were  brought  by  law 
professor  Anita  Hill. 

Ms.  Hixon  cited  the  1990  sexu¬ 
al  harassment  study  as  the  stron¬ 
gest  impetus  for  the  church  to 
improve  its  response  to  sexual 
misconduct  issues. 

That  study  found,  among  other 
things,  that  77  percent  of  United 


"If  anything,  the  church  is  seen  by  secular 
courts  as  having  a  ' higher  duty'  in  sexual 
misconduct  cases,  especially  in  regard  to  the 
protection  of  minor  children." 

— Craig  Hoskins 


Methodist  clergywomen  and  43 
percent  of  laywomen  reported 
being  sexually  harassed  in  a 
church  setting. 

Ms.  Hixon  said  she  couldn’t 
determine  whether  there  has 
been  an  actual  increase  in  sexual 
misconduct  incidents  in  the 
church.  She  affirmed,  however, 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
reporting  alleged  incidents. 

“More  people  seem  to  be  tak¬ 
ing  the  courage  to  name  abuses 
when  they  occur,”  she  noted. 

Mr.  Hoskins,  the  attorney,  told 
the  Reporter  that  most  annual 
conferences  have  become  much 
more  aware  of  the  legal  liabilities 
regarding  sexual  harassment  and 
sexual  misconduct  incidents. 

“We’re  strongly  encouraging 
annual  conferences  and  even  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  to  develop  and 
implement  clear  policies  against 
sexual  harassment  and  miscon¬ 
duct,"  Mr.  Hoskins  said.  “The 
policies  can  be  valuable  in  secu¬ 
lar  court  as  evidence  that  the 
church  makes  an  effort  to  police 
its  own. 

“Secular  courts  will  not  give 
the  church  any  special  consider¬ 
ation,”  he  continued.  “If  any¬ 
thing,  the  church  is  seen  by 


secular  courts  as  having  a  ‘higher 
duty’  in  sexual  misconduct  cases, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  minor  children.” 

He  noted  that  the  1992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  streamlined  and 
updated  Chapter  8  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

This  section  sets  out  the 
church’s  procedures  to  investi¬ 
gate  what  the  Discipline  terms 
“chargeable  offenses."  These  in¬ 
clude  allegations  of  all  forms  of 
sexual  misconduct. 

“The  intent  of  the  revisions  is 
to  enable  the  church  to  respond 
quickly  and  fairly  to  all  those  in¬ 
volved”  in  any  accusation  of  a 
chargeable  offense,  he  said. 

Mr.  Hoskins  added  that  he 
views  the  church’s  latest  efforts 
as  “the  most  positive  and  pro-ac¬ 
tive  response  on  this  issue  that 
I’ve  seen  in  my  13'/i  years  as  gen¬ 
eral  counsel.” 

Both  Mr.  Hoskins  and  Ms. 
Hixon,  however,  cited  a  higher 
authority  than  just  legal  liability 
as  the  church’s  motivation. 

Ms.  Hixon  said,  “We’re  not  re¬ 
sponding  just  because  of  legal  li¬ 
ability  but  because  we  are  called  to 
live  in  a  community  of  Christian 
love  where  no  one  need  fear.” 


Court  warns  church  of  possible  liability 


A  recent  California  appellate 
court  decision  in  a  sexual  molesta¬ 
tion  case  has  implications  for  all 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  Craig 
Hoskins,  staff  attorney  for  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration. 

The  appellate  court  said  that  a 
congregation  in  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference  can 
be  sued  for  negligent  hiring  of  a 
former  pastor  because  the  church 
accepted  his  appointment  know¬ 
ing  there  was  “some  difficulty 
with  [his]  reappointment  to  the 
active  ministry.” 

The  California  appellate  rul¬ 
ing’s  implication  for  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations,  says 
Mr.  Hoskins,  is  that  the  ruling 
could  be  cited  to  support  similar 
lawsuits  elsewhere. 

According  to  court  documents, 
the  former  pastor  had  been  asked 


to  “step  down”  from  parish  minis¬ 
try  in  1972  because  of  allegations 
that  he  molested  adolescent  males. 

After  some  years  out  of  the 
ministry,  he  secured  appoint¬ 
ment  to  a  local  congregation  in 
1982  and  then  sexually  molested 
a  13-year-old  boy  in  1985. 

The  man  was  convicted  in 
1990  on  two  counts  of  commit¬ 
ting  lewd  acts  with  a  child  under 
age  14,  court  records  said. 

He  served  about  two  years  of  a 
seven-year  sentence,  surrendered 
his  ministerial  credentials  while 
imprisoned  and  was  recently  pa¬ 
roled,  said  Raul  Alegria,  treasur¬ 
er  and  insurance  manager  for  the 
Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  California  appellate  court 
also  ruled,  however,  that  the  lo¬ 
cal  church  is  not  liable  for  dam¬ 
ages  in  a  suit  brought  by  the 
sister  of  the  boy  who  was  sexual¬ 


ly  molested  by  the  pastor.  She  al¬ 
leges  that  her  brother,  in  turn, 
sexually  molested  her. 

The  annual  conference  negoti¬ 
ated  a  settlement  in  1990  with 
the  young  man.  Details  of  the 
settlement  are  unavailable  be¬ 
cause  court  records  have  been 
sealed,  said  attorney  Van  Lon¬ 
gyear  of  San  Francisco.  He  repre¬ 
sented  the  conference  and  its 
insurance  carrier. 

The  pastor  of  the  local  congre¬ 
gation  involved  declined  to  be 
interviewed  by  the  Reporter.  He 
cited  the  possibility  that  the  male 
victim  may  still  sue  the  church 
for  damages. 

Mr.  Alegria  said  that  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  new  emphasis  on 
responsibility  in  regard  to  sexual 
harassment  issues  (see  related 
stories  above)  has  caused  his  con¬ 
ference  to  do  the  following: 


■  Sponsor  three  district  semi¬ 
nars  this  past  spring  to  instruct 
superintendents,  pastors  and 
members  of  staff-parish  relations 
committees  on  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  issues.  Three  more  semi¬ 
nars  are  expected  in  Spring  1993. 

■  Assign  the  development  of  a 
new  conference  policy  on  screen¬ 
ing  volunteers  and  reporting  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  to  the  conference’s 
camping  and  insurance  commit¬ 
tees.  Califomia-Nevada  is  using 
as  its  model  a  set  of  guidelines 
adopted  in  1991  by  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Annual  Conference, 
Mr.  Alegria  said. 

■  Instruct  all  clergy  in  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  on  sexual  ethics. 
This  program  has  the  “strong,  in¬ 
tentional”  endorsement  of  Bish¬ 
op  Melvin  G.  Talbert  and  the 
cabinet,  Mr.  Alegria  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


What  is  sexual 
harassment? 

These  condensations  are 
among  definitions  being 
taught  to  United  Methodist 
leaders: 

Sexual  harassment  is 

defined  by  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of 
Resolutions  as  a  sin, 
specifically  “any  unwanted 
sexual  advance  or  demand, 
either  verbal  or  physical, 
which  is  perceived  by  the 
recipient  as  demeaning, 
intimidating  or  coercive." 
Sexual  harassment  exploits 
a  power  relationship, 
including  the  creation  of  a 
hostile  or  abusive  working 
environment  wherein  a 
person's  continued 
employment  is  subject  to 
his  or  her  submission  to 
sexual  coercion. 

Sexual  exploitation  is 
unethical  (and  in  some 
states  unlawful)  behavior 
by  a  therapist  or  counselor 
through  sexual  contact  with 
a  client. 

Sexual  misconduct 

includes  sexual  exploitation, 
any  form  of  criminal  sexual 
conduct  and  some  aspects 
of  sexual  harassment. 

Sexual  abuse  is  sexual 
invasion  of  the  body  by 
force.  It  is  also  an  internal 
assault,  a  deliberate 
violation  of  emotional 
integrity:  a  hostile, 
degrading  act  of  violence. 

A  complete  list  of  definitions  is 
available  from  the  church's  General 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  III. 
60201-4188. 
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To  Teach  is 
To  Touch 
The  Future. 
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Church  honors  local  teachers 


INSET  REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  MIKE  CLEMENTS 


Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Colorado  Springs  recently  invited  ev¬ 
ery  educator  in  the  area — all  4,000  of 
them — to  come  worship  with  them. 

Some  190  responded  by  attending 
the  special  Educator  Appreciation 
Sunday  Sept.  13.  In  addition  to  taking 
part  in  a  special  litany  (see  photo 
above),  each  received  a  free  book  bag 
and  a  coffee  mug,  both  with  an  im¬ 
print  saying,  “To  teach  is  to  touch  the 
future." 

The  Rev.  Harvey  C.  Martz,  pastor, 
said,  "We  stole  the  idea  from  another 


United  Methodist  church.  But  I  think 
the  idea  is  one  many  congregations 
may  want  to  use.  We  need  to  be  aware 
of  the  awsome  power  public  school 
teachers  have  on  the  students. 

"In  addition,  we  need  to  recognize 
people  in  our  community  who  largely 
go  unappreciated." 

The  idea  grew,  he  continued,  when 
he  realized  that  it  is  also  good  evange¬ 
lism  to  say  to  the  teachers,  "Here  is  a 
church  which  appreciates  what  you 
are  doing  with  your  life.  We  are  grate¬ 
ful  for  your  commitment." 


Hurricane  response 
uses  UMs  in  3  states 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

and  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editors 

In  Florida,  United  Methodist  hur¬ 
ricane-response  officials  have  an  ur¬ 
gent  need  for  weekday  work  teams. 

In  Hawaii,  they're  girding  up  for 
a  long  period  of  “kokua”  (help)  fol¬ 
lowing  Hurricane  Iniki. 

And  in  Louisiana  they’re  just 
thankful  they  weren't  hit  as  hard  by 
Hurricane  Andrew  as  they  might 
have  been. 

The  Rev.  Anne  Burkholder,  re¬ 
sponse  coordinator  of  the  United 
Methodist  Florida  conference,  told 
the  Reporter  that  weekday  volunteers 
are  needed  to  load  and  unload  trucks 
at  a  relief-supplies  warehouse,  drive 
trucks,  work  at  distribution  centers 
and  help  with  child  care. 

“What  people  don’t  understand  is 


that  members  of  the  10  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  disaster 
area  are  trying  to  rebuild  their  own 
lives  and  cannot  staff  the  distribu¬ 
tion  centers  at  present,”  she  said. 

In  Hawaii,  the  most  powerful 
hurricane  to  hit  in  a  century  dam¬ 
aged  the  island  of  Kauai,  inhabited 
by  some  52,000  residents. 

The  Rev.  David  Henry,  pastor  of 
Lihue  United  Church — a  joint  con¬ 
gregation  with  the  United  Church 
of  Christ — reported  that  many 
shingles  were  blown  off  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  roof  and  windows  were  broken. 

The  Rev.  Use  Peetz.  pastor,  re¬ 
ported  on  damage  to  Kaumakani 
and  Kekaha  United  Methodist 
Churches.  The  two-point  charge  on 
the  west  side  of  the  island  was 
caught  in  the  eye  of  the  storm. 


Christian  Education 


For  enhanced  Christian  Education  the 
Reporter  makes  Sunday  school  at  all 
levels  vibrant  and  contemporary. 

Faith  Forum  and  national  news  create 
contemporary  issues  classes. 


For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
can  help  serve  your  ministry,  please  contact: 


Bruce  Baily,  Marketing  Services 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas  TX  75266-0275 
(214)  630-6495  FAX:  (214)  630-0079 
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= connections 

1993-96  UMW  OFFICERS:  Carolyn  E. 

Johnson  of  West  Lafayette,  lnd„  was  recently 
elected  to  a  four-year  term 
as  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division.  The  division 
is  the  national  policy-mak¬ 
ing  group  for  the  1.2  mil- 
lion  United  Methodist 
Women.  Dr.  Johnson  is  se- 
Carolyn  lohnson  nior  research  associate  for 
the  African-American  Studies  and  Research 
Center  at  Purdue  University.  Other  officers  are: 
Ruth  Ann  Wilson,  East  Amherst,  N.Y.,  vice 
president;  Nancy  Lee  Cuckler,  Kent,  Ohio,  sec¬ 
retary;  Inelle  Cox  Bagwell,  Amarillo,  Texas, 
vice-president  and  chairperson  of  the  Section  of 
Christian  Social  Relations;  Nancy  L.  Fowlkes, 
White  Plains,  N.Y.,  vice  president  and  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Section  of  Finance;  Martha 
“Twick”  C.  Morrison.  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  vice- 
president  and  chairperson  of  the  Section  of  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Membership  Development. 


NATIVE  AMERICANS  CITE  GAINS: 

Representatives  of  nearly  1 8,000  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States  cel¬ 
ebrated  gains  in  ministry  and  presence  during 
1989-92  when  they  met  Sept.  11-12,  and  set  goals 
for  the  next  four  years.  Milestones  recalled  by 
members  of  the  Native  American  International 
Caucus  included  publication  of  a  compilation  of 
hymns,  parables  and  prayers  indigenous  to  native 
people  of  North  America.  Shirley  Montoya  of 
Shiprock,  N.M.,  was  elected  chairwoman  of  the 
caucus  that  dates  to  the  early  1970s. 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION:  Dir- 

ectors  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
recently  helped  launch  a  centennial  celebration 
for  Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  Chief  staff  execu¬ 
tive  Joyce  Sohl  said  the  lay  training  center  es¬ 
tablished  by  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  has  been  “an  important  part  of 
our  life  and  history  for  these  100  years.”  The 
center,  owned  by  the  Women’s  Division,  has 
undergone  extensive  refurbishing  in  recent 
years.  It  was  founded  Sept.  12,  1892. 

EAGLE  STATUS:  Children’s  Home  of  the 

Wyoming  Conference  in  Binghamton,  N.Y.; 
Gateway  Youth  and  Family  Services  in  Buffalo, 
N.Y.;  Sunset  Home  in  Quincy,  Ill.,  and  Wesbury 
United  Methodist  Community  in  Meadville, 
Pa.,  have  been  granted  EAGLE  status  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries.  EAGLE  signifies  Educa¬ 
tional  Assessment  Guidelines  Leading  toward 
Excellence,  a  service  quality  enhancement  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  association.  The  program  was  creat¬ 
ed  to  encourage  and  recognize  excellence  in 
Christian  mission  and  ministry. 

'PROTESTANT  HOUR':  Three  United 

Methodist  preachers  from  Texas  have  been  cho¬ 
sen  to  speak  during  1993  on  the  internationally 
distributed  “Protestant  Hour”  radio  program. 
Serving  on  a  rotating  basis  will  be  the  Rev.  Hal 
N.  Brady  III,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Dallas;  the 
Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla,  pastor  of  Jefferson 
UMC  in  San  Antonio;  and  the  Rev.  De  Forrest 
Wiksten,  pastor  of  Plymouth  Park  UMC  in  Ir¬ 
ving,  Texas.  Exact  dates  for  their  appearances 
haven’t  been  scheduled.  The  program  is  carried 
weekly  in  the  U.S.  by  about  300  radio  stations 
and  internationally  by  the  American  Forces  Ra¬ 
dio  Network. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


' Connecting '  plan  gets  more  hookups 

Eastern  Europe  congregations  link  with  U.S.  churches;  total  reaches  16 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Eight  more  United  Methodist 
congregations  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  eastern  Europe  through 
a  7-month-old  program  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Latest  additions  to  the  “Con¬ 
necting  Congregations”  program 
were  announced  this  week  during 
a  World  Methodist  executive 
committee  meeting  in  Varna, 
Bulgaria. 

Most  in  Poland 

Five  are  in  Poland,  one  in  Es¬ 
tonia  and  two  in  Latvia,  said  the 
Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Evan¬ 
gelism  Director  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Dr.  Fox  made  the  announce¬ 
ment  along  with  Bishops  Hans 
Vaxby  (Northern  Europe  Area) 
and  Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central 
and  Southern  Europe  Area). 
Bishops  Vaxby  and  Bolleter  su¬ 
pervise  the  areas  where  the  new 
congregations  have  been  started. 

The  additions  bring  to  16  the 
total  number  of  “connected  con¬ 
gregations”  begun  in  Europe 
since  the  program  began  in 
March.  The  others  are  all  in 
Czechoslovakia, 

Through  the  program,  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Europe  are  “connected” 
to  congregations  in  the  U.S.  for 
fellowship  and  financial  support. 

The  additions  also  expand  the 
“sponsorship”  side  of  the  con¬ 
necting  plan  to  congregations  in 
two  more  United  Methodist  re¬ 
gions  in  the  U.S.:  North  Central 


and  Northeastern  jurisdictions. 
Previous  sponsorship  has  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  Southeastern  and 
South  Central  jurisdictions. 

New  congregations  and  their 
connecting  congregations  in  this 
country  are: 

✓  Olsztyn,  Poland,  and  Grace 
UMC  in  Wychoff,  N.J.; 

✓  Pila,  Poland,  and  First 
UMC  of  Enterprise,  Ala.; 

•f  Rzeszow,  Poland,  and  Kern 
Memorial  UMC  in  Oak  Ridge, 
Tenn.; 

✓  Bielsko-Biala,  Poland,  and 
First  UMC  of  Peoria,  Ill.; 

✓  Jelenia  Gora,  Poland,  and 
Community  UMC  of  Elm  Grove, 
Wis.; 

/  Karsa,  Estonia,  and  First 
UMC  of  Bartlesville,  Okla.; 

✓  Riga,  Latvia,  and  Fairview 
UMC  of  Maryville,  Tenn.; 

/  Liepaja,  Latvia,  and  Metro¬ 
politan  UMC  of  Detroit. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Puslecki, 
United  Methodist  superinten¬ 
dent  in  Poland,  said  there  are 
about  4,000  United  Methodists 
in  Poland.  The  new  congrega¬ 
tions  have  been  established 
mostly  in  southern  Poland. 

Lay  workers  assigned 

Lay  missionary  workers,  most¬ 
ly  in  their  20s,  have  been  as¬ 
signed  to  lead  the  new  Polish 
congregations,  Mr.  Puslecki  said. 

In  Estonia  the  new  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Karsa  is  converting  a  for¬ 
mer  sausage  factory  into  its 
sanctuary  (see  UMR,  Sept.  1 1). 

Methodism  in  Latvia  started  at 


WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL  PHOTO 

RIGA,  Latvia— Northern  Europe  United  Methodist  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  (center)  congratulates  pas¬ 
tors  of  two  newly  established  "connecting  congregations":  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Dzems  Sturitis,  pas¬ 
tor  in  Riga;  the  Rev.  Arijis  Vikana,  pastor  in  Liepaja;  the  Rev.  Olav  Parnamets,  superintendent  of 
United  Methodism  in  Estonia,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Evangelism  Director  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  Dr.  Fox's  office  sponsors  the  "Connecting  Congregations"  program. 


the  beginning  of  this  century  but 
was  forcibly  stopped  in  1947-48 
by  the  KGB,  the  Russian  secret 
police,  said  the  Rev.  Olav  Parna¬ 
mets,  superintendent  of  Estonia. 

“God  continues  to  do  mir¬ 
acles,”  he  added.  “We  are  grateful 
to  God  for  the  help  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  ‘Connecting  Congre¬ 
gations.’  We  want  to  evangelize 
throughout  the  Baltics.” 

The  Rev.  Dzems  Sturitis,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  new  congregation  in 


Riga,  said,  “We  have  had  a  lot  of 
problems,  but  we  are  sure  God 
will  help  us.” 

Dr.  Fox  praised  the  U.S.  congre¬ 
gations  which  have  contributed  to 
the  program’s  development. 

“It’s  critical  that  the  Methodist 
people  around  the  world  contin¬ 
ue  to  stand  alongside  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  at  this  time,”  he 
asserted.  “We  must  help  in  every 
way  possible.  This  is  a  moment 
of  unique  urgency  to  spread  the 


Gospel  of  Christ." 

“Connecting  Congregations”  is 
part  of  the  “Dawning  Millenni¬ 
um”  world  evangelism  program 
launched  last  year  at  the  16th 
World  Methodist  Conference  in 
Singapore. 

Complete  reports  by  Ms.  Astle 
from  the  World  Methodist  Council 
executive  committee  meeting  in 
Varna,  Bulgaria,  will  appear  in 
subsequent  issues  of  the  Reporter. 


Non-creedal  churches 
asked  to  reconsider 


By  DAVID  E.  ANDERSON 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  World 
Council  of  Churches,  seeking  to 
widen  and  energize  asking  church 
that  unity  movement,  is  asking 
churches  that  avoid  creeds  to 
adopt  one  for  at  least  occasional 
use. 

In  particular,  the  council  is 
asking  non-creedal  churches, 
which  include  Baptists,  to 
adopt  the  historic  Nicene  Creed 
as  a  “central  expression”  of  the 
faith  and  to  incorporate  it  to 
some  extent  into  their  life. 

The  council  is  also  asking 
churches  that  use  the  Nicene 
Creed  “to  recognize  those  now 
willing  to  use  it  as  churches  in 
which  the  apostolic  faith  is  ex¬ 
pressed.” 

The  request,  expressed  in  a 
proposed  working  paper  of  the 
council,  is  an  attempt  to  draw 
in  churches  that  have  remained 


on  the  fringes  of  the  ecumenical 
movement. 

The  challenge  to  accept  or  re¬ 
new  the  creed  as  “a  focus  of  the 
faith  grounded  in  Holy  Scrip¬ 
ture”  comes  at  a  time  when  the 
ecumenical  movement  and  its 
quest  for  visible  unity  confront 
new  problems  and  difficulties. 

The  Nicene  Creed  was  formu¬ 
lated  in  325  A.D.  at  the  Council 
of  Nicea  and  revised  in  381  at 
the  Council  of  Constantinople  to 
combat  a  number  of  heresies. 
Those  considered  most  serious 
challenged  belief  in  a  trinitarian 
God  by  denying  either  the  full 
godhead  of  the  Holy  Spirit  or  the 
divinity  of  Jesus. 

The  creed’s  text  varies  be¬ 
tween  Eastern  Orthodox  and 
Western  churches  because  of 
the  so-called  “filioque  clause,” 
which  says  the  Holy  Spirit  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  Father  “and 
from  the  Son.” 


Health  insurance,  'covenants' 
among  church  court's  agenda 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Sexual  harassment,  abortion, 
denominational-wide  health  insur¬ 
ance  for  clergy,  and  “lifelong 
covenant(s)"  by  “any  two  per¬ 
sons”  will  be  among  issues  before 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
highest  court  Oct.  28-31  in 
Brookline,  Mass. 

The  Judicial  Council  also  will 
consider  cases  relating  to  qualifi¬ 
cation,  rights  and  appointment 
of  clergy,  annual  conference 
structure,  and  custody  and  man¬ 
agement  of  funds. 

Three  of  the  1 1  docket  items 
arise  specifically  out  of  the  1992 
General  Conference,  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body. 

Drawing  the  most  requests  for 
action  by  the  denomination’s 
"supreme  court”  is  the  sweeping, 
mandatory  health-care  plan  cov¬ 
ering  all  United  Methodist  clergy 
and  some  lay  employees.  Known 
as  “UMCare,”  it  would  be  ad¬ 


ministered  by  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions. 

When  the  program  was  adopt¬ 
ed  in  May  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  the  Judicial  Council  held 
that  that  body  had  the  right  to 
take  such  an  action. 

A  concurring  opinion  signed 
by  four  members  of  the  court 
said  the  proposal  contained 
“contradictions  in  language  (and) 
improper  restrictions  and  limita¬ 
tions”  that  “should  be  adjusted 
as  soon  as  possible.” 

At  least  seven  different  para¬ 
graphs  from  the  church’s  Book  of 
Discipline  are  cited  in  petitions 
from  1 992  annual  conference 
sessions  asking  that  the  matter  be 
reconsidered. 

Questions  range  from  basic 
rights  of  annual  conferences  to 
whether  the  plan  would  cover 
abortions. 

A  second  controversy  carrying 
over  from  the  May  meeting  of 
the  church’s  top  legislative  as¬ 


sembly  concerns  the  Religious 
Coalition  on  Abortion  Rights.  By 
a  485-448  vote,  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  upheld  denominational 
participation  in  the  controversial 
organization. 

Delegates  in  Louisville  by  a 
vote  of  594-344  referred  the  issue 
to  the  Judicial  Council. 

In  1990,  the  high  court  unani¬ 
mously  upheld  a  ruling  by  Bish¬ 
op  David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin 
Area),  that  nothing  in  the  written 
statement  of  purpose  of  the  coali¬ 
tion  violates  the  church’s  Social 
Principles. 

Sexual  harassment  will  be  be¬ 
fore  the  court  through  automatic 
review  of  a  decision  of  law  by 
Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons  (New  Jersey 
Area).  Bishop  Irons  ruled  that 
approval  of  the  working  draft  of 
a  statement  on  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  by  the  Southern  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Annual  Conference  was 
within  Disciplinary  rights. 
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Churches  form  unit  to  fight 
multiple  hate  groups 
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By  TORI  TODOROVAC 

Nestled  among  Pennsylvania’s  lush 
green  forests  between  the  Delaware 
Water  Gap  and  Lehigh  Valley  are  qui¬ 
et  little  communities  like  Windgap, 
Pen  Argyl,  Bangor.  Portland,  East 
Bangor,  and  Ackermanville. 

Besides  their  location,  these  small 
towns  have  something  else  in  com¬ 
mon — their  churches  have  banded 
together  into  two  ministeriums  to 
counteract  increasingly  bold  activi¬ 
ties  by  area  hate  groups  who  are 
busy  distributing  leaflets,  harassing, 
vandalizing,  and  assaulting. 

The  Rev.  Ted  Bach,  pastor  of 
Ackermanville  United  Methodist 
Church,  chairs  the  Community 
Unity  committee  which  coordinates 
the  Bangor  and  West  Slate  Belt 
Ministeriums. 

Don't  work  alone 

He  said  he  has  noticed  that  hate 
groups  like  the  Skinheads,  Neo-Na¬ 
zis,  Posse  Comitatus  and  the  Ku 
Kiux  Klan  are  no  longer  content  to 
work  alone.  Instead,  they  are  coordi¬ 
nating  their  activities. 

These  groups  prefer  to  attack  and 
bully  individuals  rather  than  grap¬ 
pling  with  a  group,  which  can  be  too 
difficult  and  uncertain. 

“Prejudice,  racism,  anti-Semi¬ 


tism,  ethnic  hatred  and  intolerance 
are  being  preached  through  litera¬ 
ture,  word  of  mouth,  and  example,” 
said  Mr.  Bach. 

He  and  other  ministers  in  the  min¬ 
isteriums  formed  the  unity  commit¬ 
tee  to  monitor  such  activities. 

Hate  groups  have  steadily  in¬ 
creased  their  visibility  by  threaten¬ 
ing  to  take  over  a  church  in  the 
Bangor  area,  by  spreading  propa¬ 
ganda  in  supermarkets  and  on  tele¬ 
phone  poles  and  by  recruiting  high 
school  students. 

Connection  support 

As  a  result,  the  unity  committee 
has  proposed  forming  a  coalition 
among  churches,  governments, 
businesses  and  schools  to  fight  rac¬ 
ism  and  anti-Semitism. 

Their  effort  has  been  supported 
by  the  United  Methodist  connec- 
tional  system  within  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference, 
where  the  participating  congrega¬ 
tions  are  located. 

“It  is  most  important  [to  have 
connectional  backing]  for  moral 
support,  resources  and  spiritual 
support,"  Mr.  Bach  said  of  confer¬ 
ence  participation. 

This  article  is  reprinted  from  the 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 
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TOUR  SPAIN  with  Wally  and  Stell  Chappell, 
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ALASKA  —  THE  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 

Church,  Fairbanks,  is  searching  for  a  Youth  Direc- 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR,  First  United 

Methodist  Church,  Austin,  Texas.  2400  members, 
$1.4  million  budget.  Similar  current  experience  re¬ 
quired.  TOM  and  Data  Base  III  or  IV  experience 

tor  to  develop  and  lead  a  ministry  for  grades  7-12. 
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desirable.  Resume  to:  Sally  Watkins,  FUMC,  P.O. 
Box  1 666-R,  Austin,  TX  78767. 

ATLANTA,  GEORGIA.  GAMMON  Theological 

Seminaiy  is  in  the  process  of  choosing  a  Chief  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Officer  to  succeed  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris, 
who  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  1992  Session  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference.  The  trustees  of 
the  institution  appointed  a  search  committee  to 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH/EDUCATION.  Full-time. 

Tremendous  growth  possibilities.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX  75773. 
(903)  569-5426.  Compensation  negotiable.  Lay, 
clergy,  diaconal  inquiries  welcome. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA) 

Council  of  Churches  is  seeking  full-time  Executive 
Director.  108-mcmber  churches  representing  16 
Communions.  StafT  of  ten;  over  600  volunteers. 
Qualifications:  ordained;  M.Div.  or  equivalent;  ex¬ 
perience  in  administration/supervision/communi- 
cation/dcvelopment;  commitment  to  shared 
Christian  witness.  Send  resume/expression  of  inter¬ 
est  by  September  30,  1992.  Rev.  Rick  Mearkle,  140 
East  Main,  Ephrata.  PA  17522. 

nomination  to  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  Search 
Committee  has  designated  October  23,  1992  as  the 
deadline  for  receiving  applications.  Persons  who 
are  interested  may  receive  further  information  by 
contacting  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  Chairman  of 
the  Search  Committee,  whose  mailing  address  is: 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  P.O.  Box  92426, 
653  Beckwith  Street  S.W.,  Atlanta,  GA  30314. 

FOR  SALE:  '74  FORD.  54  passenger^  schooljjus. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  sought  for 

growing  congregation.  Degree  and  experience  de- 
sired,  with  emphasis  on  music  education  for  both 
adults  and  children.  Contact:  Mark  Haines,  P.O. 
Box  1729,  Coppell,  TX  75019. 

best  offer.  (903)  583-5125.  j 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  bedroom,  2  bath  condo 
for  lease,  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or  fall. 
Call  (2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  1500- 

member  congregation.  Adult,  youth  and  children’s 
vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Organist  abilities  re¬ 
quired.  Associate  children's  choir  director  and  as¬ 
sistant  organist  on  staff.  Must  have  aggressive 
leadership  personality  and  ability  to  work  with  all 
ages.  M.S.M.  or  M.M.  preferred.  Send  cover  letter, 
resume,  and  references  to:  Music  Committee,  First 
UMC,  201  South  Hill,  El  Dorado.  AR  71730. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 

near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four 
weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clay¬ 
ton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesvifle,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 

hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  accom¬ 
paniment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tap  cas- 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  for  850- 

member  church.  Responsible  for  adult  and  chil¬ 
dren's  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume  and 

sette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal.  Makes 
an  excellent  gift.  $38.95  plus  shipping.  1-800-728- 
0573. 

1501  Sycamore,  Clovis,  NM  88101. 

TECHNICALLY  MINDED  MALE  with  supervi- 

YOUTH  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  WANTED.  Part- 

time  position  in  major  D.F.W.  metro  church.  Pre¬ 
vious  experience  required,  degree  preferred. 
Contact:  First  UMC,  Arlington,  TX.  (817)  274- 
2571. 

sion  and  maintenance  experience  desires  position 
as  Administrator  of  Texas  church.  Reply:  Steve 
(501)758-2378. 

FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  position 

available  in  thriving  midwestem  church.  Concen- 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  OUTREACH,  Edu¬ 

cational  Ministries  and  Youth.  Full-time  position. 
Experience  required.  Resume  to:  StaflTParish  Com- 

tratc  on  youth  ministiy.  Resume  and  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  North  United  Methodist  Church, 
2235  Allen  St.,  Madison.  IN  47250. 

mittee,  Onalaska  UMC,  Box  3  7,  Onalaska,  W1 
54650. 

RUSSIA  ST.  PETERSBURG  THEOLOGICAL 

SANCTUARY  CHANDELIERS  FOR  SALE:  Ten 
cathedral  size,  lantern  style,  plus  over  and  under 
balcony  fixtures.  Pictures  available  upon  request. 
(8 1 6)  233-8706  evenings  or  leave  message. 

grams.  1942-1993  departures  New  York  and  Seat¬ 
tle  $1695  to  $1995  all-inclusive!  Call  (908) 
219-9567  or  write:  The  Teleios  Foundation,  Box 
7213,  Shrewsbury,  NJ  07702. 
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FORWARD  IN 


\ FAITH 


V/S/ON  2000 


A  Vision 
Becomes 
Reality 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden 

The  District  Superintendents  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  report¬ 
ing  exciting  happenings  in  the  charge  conferences. 

This  year,  the  routine  reports  are  being  filed  with  appreciation  and  the 
entire  charge  conference  is  being  given  over  to  Vision  2000. 

Each  local  church  is  asked  to  choose  one  of  four  emphases  for  the 
coming  year.  These  four  emphases  are  the  ingredients  for  a  vital  and 
healthy  congregation: 

■  Celebration:  Transforming  worship  into  a  vital  experience. 

■  Evangelism:  Becoming  an  inviting  congregation  with  members 
reaching  out  to  friends  and  neighbors. 

■  Nurture:  Developing  meaningful  Bible  study,  Sunday  School  and 
small  groups. 

■  Mission:  Reaching  out  into  the  community  and  around  the  world  in 
witness  and  service. 

After  a  congregation  selects  their  emphasis  for  1993,  it  names  a  lead¬ 
ership  team  to  participate  in  one  of  two  Vision  2000  events:  Jan.  9, 1993, 
in  Ruston  or  Jan.  23, 1993,  in  Baton  Rouge. 

At  these  events,  resource  leaders  will  begin  working  with  the  teams  to 
turn  a  vision  into  a  reality. 

Please  note  that  each  church  is  to  choose  the  one  area  it  is  most  inter¬ 
ested  in  or  the  one  in  which  it  needs  the  most  help.  All  four  emphases 
will  be  repeated  each  year  during  the  quadrennium  so  congregations  will 
have  opportunities  to  work  with  all  four.  Consultants  are  to  be  assigned 
to  work  with  local  churches  as  requested. 


Vision  2000  is  racing  down  the  runway  about  to  take  off.  The  charge 
conferences  are  the  runway. 


Participating  in  a  week  of  mission  activity  at  Heifer  Project  Interna¬ 
tional  in  Perryville,  Ark.,  was  a  group  from  Louisiana.  Pictured  in 
Dan  West  Acres  at  the  project  farm  designed  to  aid  hungry  persons 
are,  FROM  LEFT,  the  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  pastor,  Westlake  UMC; 
Westlake  members,  Janie  and  Sam  Burch  and  their  grandson,  Rich¬ 
ard  Hoben;  Virginia  Fremaux  and  Suzanne  Ammons,  members  of 
Many  UMC,  where  the  Rev.  Hulen  C.  Warren  is  pastor. 


Lost  Franklin  Child  Inspires 
Giving  of  20  Mobile  Homes 


When  CNN  focused  on  a  little 
boy  from  Franklin,  La.,  who  was 
alone  and  who  thought  he  had  lost 
his  father  in  Hurricane  Andrew, 
some  caring  people  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  were  inspired  to  send 
a  mobile  home  to  him.  The  boy’s  fa¬ 
ther  was  later  found  in  the  rubble 
under  a  mobile  home.  His  back  was 
broken  but  he  was  alive. 

A  United  Methodist  family  who 
owns  a  mobile  home  company  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  is  sending  20 
used  homes  to  Franklin,  La.,  for 
persons  left  homeless  by  Hurricane 
Andrew.  The  Franklin  boy  and  his 
family  will  be  recipient  of  one  of  the 
homes. 

Each  home  is  cleaned  and  refur¬ 
bished,  sent  with  the  title  and  filled 
with  furniture  and  food  and  other 
items  needed  by  a  family  that  has 


lost  everything. 

Gerry  and  Bill  Weiser  and  their 
sons,  owner  of  the  mobile  home 
company  and  a  member  of  the 
Langhom  (Pa.)  UMC  are  working 
with  the  Red  Cross  to  get  the  homes 
to  Louisiana. 

“We  were  inspired  by  the  boy  to 
give  the  homes,"  she  said.  “My  son 
got  the  youth  group  of  Washing¬ 
ton’s  Crossing  UMC  to  help  clean 
the  homes.” 

Jenny  Snyder,  secretary  of  the 
Langhom  church  where  the  minister 
is  the  Rev.  Roy  Kramer,  said  about 
six  UM  churches  in  the  area,  includ¬ 
ing  one  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  had  helped 
with  the  project.  “Our  church  raised 
about  $1,000  to  buy  curtains  and 
other  things,"  Snyder  said. 

Gerry  Weiser  said,  “A  woman 
named  Mrs.  Good,  from  Lancaster, 


Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin:  A  United  Methodist  Miracle 


In  Baldwin,  La.,  a  small  commu¬ 
nity  close  to  Franklin,  halfway  be¬ 
tween  New  Iberia  and  Morgan  City, 
a  modern  miracle  is  taking  place  — 
a  United  Methodist  miracle. 

Seven  brick  buildings,  formerly 
Sager-Brown  School  —  closed  since 
1979  and  in  disrepair  — 'have  been 
resurrected.  This  newspaper  earlier 
reported  on  the  “Labor  Day  of 
Love”  on  Labor  Day  weekend  when 
300  mission-minded  persons  con¬ 
verged  on  the  grounds.  They 
cleaned  buildings  and  grounds, 
made  repairs  and  opened  the  build¬ 
ings  as  shelter  for  storm  homeless. 

That  love  and  spirit  of  mission  is 
continuing  as  additional  repairs  are 
being  made  and  area  families  are 
provided  with  help,  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Conference  director  of 
Hurricane  Andrew  Relief,  said. 
Working  closely  with  her  is  the  Rev. 
Scott  Adams  of  Bunkie,  chair,  Con¬ 
ference  Disaster  Preparedness  and 
Relief. 

Walter  Brock,  volunteer  from 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  who  with 
his  wife,  Helen,  were  there  in  the 
initial  stages  of  the  project,  estimat¬ 
ed  the  storm  relief  will  go  on  for  at 
least  two  years. 

Aid  to  Area 

Area  families  who  have  lost  their 
homes  were  housed  at  Sager-Brown 
until  housing  could  be  secured  for 
them.  Persons  of  the  area  are  being 
provided  with  food  and  water.  Sup¬ 
plies  are  being  purchased  with  UM- 
COR  and  Conference  funds  for 
volunteer  work  teams  who  are  help¬ 
ing  people  repair  their  homes.  Now 
that  the  homeless  have  been  provid¬ 
ed  with  mobUe  "homes  or  other 
dwellings,  volunteers  are  being 
housed  at  Sager-Brown. 

Huge  stacks  of  diapers  and  baby 
supplies,  sheets  and  other  bedding, 
cleaning  supplies  and  other  neces¬ 
sary  items  were  being  organized  for 
pick-up  by  families  when  reporters 
visited  Sager-Brown  recently.  Video 
cameras  brought  by  VISN  reporters 
from  New  York  City  and  35-mm 
cameras  carried  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  and  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  writers  from  na¬ 
tionwide  and  state  newspapers,  re¬ 
corded  the  activity. 

United  Methodists  and  other  car¬ 
ing  persons  from  all  over  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  were  there  to  help  and 
others  continue  to  come  to  take 
their  places. 

Walter  and  Kathy  Parker  from 
Pontchatoula  have  been  on  duty  for 
weeks  coordinating  the  teams  of 
workers  at  three  locations,  Sager- 
Brown,  Tri-City  Relief  Center  at 
First  UMC  Berwick  and  at  Dulac 
Community  Center  and  Clanton 
Chapel  in  Dulac. 

To  Assess  Needs 

Teams  are  still  being  sent  out  to 
talk  to  people  to  determine  their 
needs.  Forms  are  being  filled  out  to 
qualify  persons  for  Federal  Emer¬ 
gency  Management  Agency  assis¬ 
tance.  UMCOR  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  plus  members  of 
churches  throughout  the  state  are 
providing  funds  to  cover  some  of 
the  needs.  Food  and  supplies  con¬ 
tinue  to  pour  in  from  many  states 
and  they  are  still  needed. 

Working  at  Sager-Brown  on 
storm  relief  was  Robert  Tait,  72, 
from  Loxley  Ala.,  who  was  prepar¬ 
ing  food  boxes.  He  said  he  had  slept 
in  his  blue  station  wagon  on  other 
Volunteers  in  Mission  trips  and  was 
paying  his  own  way  on  this  one. 
“I’m  a  jack-of-all-trades,  I  guess.  I 
can  do  electrical  work,  carpentry 
and  plumbing,”  he  said. 

Laura  Milam  of  Dahlonega,  Ga., 
was  busy  in  another  building  sort¬ 
ing  baby  foods  and  packages  of  dia¬ 
pers.  She  and  her  husband  had  been 
in  Baldwin  volunteering  for  a  week. 
He  was  in  the  community  repairing 
a  home.  Greig  Crowder,  an  electri¬ 
cal  engineer  from  Crown  Point, 
Ind.,  and  two  friends  were  laying 


One  of  the  families  who  stayed 
at  Sager-Brown  after  the  storm. 


Volunteers  from  Indiana  work  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the  Sager- 
Brown  buildings  as  VISN  photographer  and  reporter  capture  their 
work  on  film. 

Your  Help  Is  Needed  Right  Now 
At  Sager-Brown,  Berwick,  Dulac 


With  this  sign  at  City  Hall, 
Wayne  J.  Breaux,  RIGHT,  mayor 
of  Baldwin,  and  an  associate 
thank  volunteers  who  have 
helped  the  residents. 

shingles  on  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
Sager-Brown  buildings. 

Parker  mentioned  that  for  Viet¬ 
namese  residents  of  Amelia,  south 
of  Morgan  City,  an  interpreter  was 
found.  This  enabled  workers  to 
communicate  with  those  families 
and  to  assess  their  needs. 

Mayor  Wayne  J.  Breaux  of  Bal¬ 
dwin,  who  along  with  the  chief  of 
police,  has  been  supportive  of  the 
Sager-Brown  opening,  took  report¬ 
ers  on  a  tour  of  the  community.  A 
large  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
area,  many  of  whom  work  in  the 
sugar  cane  fields,  live  in  mobile 
homes.  Many  of  the  homes  were  de¬ 
stroyed  or  damaged. 

Brock  mentioned  that  the  mobile 
homes  supplied  by  FEMA  were 
“very  nice  with  microwaves  and 
TVs.  This  contributed  to  upgraded 
living  for  the  storm  victims.” 

Opened  in  1921 

Sager-Brown  was  first  opened  in 
September  of  1921  by  Woman's 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  a 
boarding  school  for  black  children. 

Funds  were  sent  by  two  women 
who  were  leaders  in  Central  New 
York  Conference,  Mrs.  Addie  G. 
Sager  of  Syracuse,  treasurer,  and 
Mrs.  C.  W.  M.  Brown  of  Elmira, 
NY,  Conference  president.  Barbara 
Campbell  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  whose  Women’s 
Division  now  owns  the  buildings, 
and  Ella  Edwards,  Louisiana  archi¬ 
vist  supplied  historical  information. 

The  school/home  was  named  for 
the  women  who  also  were  well- 
known  nationally. 

Acadiana  District  Superintendent 
Gerald  Richardson,  and  Dr.  Don 
Cottrill,  executive  director,  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  who  are 
working  closely  with  Schoeffler  and 
other  storm  relief  leaders,  said  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  has  submitted  a 
proposal  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  permanently 
re-open  the  Sager-Brown  School  as 
a  center  for  ministry,  a  place  for 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  to  be 
trained  and  deployed. 

The  Rev.  Ronald  J.  Easterling  of 
Oak  Grove,  Conference  VIM  chair 
is  acting  as  contact  person  for  out¬ 
side  groups. 


Individuals  and  churches  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference:  Your  help  is 
needed  immediately  in  three  areas. 
There  are  several  jobs  that  must  be 
done  to  assess  and  canvass  homes 
to  determine  needs  of  the  people 
before  the  Oct.  27  deadline  of  the 
Federal  Emergency  Assistance 
Agency,  with  which  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  UMCOR  are  work¬ 
ing. 

Much  of  the  same  kind  of  work 
that  is  going  on  at  Sager-Brown  in 
Baldwin  is  also  being  accomplished 
in  the  Tri-State  Center  at  First 
UMC  in  Berwick  which  is  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  Morgan  City,  Patterson 
and  Berwick  areas  and  in  Dulac  at 
the  Dulac  Community  Center  and 
Clanton  Chapel. 

Sarah  Schoeffler  of  Lafayette, 
volunteer  Louisiana  Conference  di¬ 
saster  relief  chairman,  said  all  vol¬ 
unteers  must  call  her  at  (318) 
923-4339  before  going  to  any  of  the 
areas  to  work.  Overnight  facilities 
are  available  but  they  must  be  coor- 
dinated.  Individuals  and  work 


teams  who  can  stay  at  least  two  to 
five  days  are  urged  to  volunteer. 

Canvassing  and  many  other  jobs 
can  be  done  by  anyone  with  just 
brief  instructions.  For  the  building 
needs  assessments,  however,  con¬ 
tractors,  insurance  adjustors,  build¬ 
ers,  carpenters  or  anyone  who 
knows  how  to  make  repair  esti¬ 
mates  are  needed.  Persons  adept  at 
assessing  mobile  home  construction 
repair  requirements  are  needed  be¬ 
cause  that  is  a  specialized  area. 

Others  volunteers  may  help  orga¬ 
nize  food  and  other  supplies,  make 
building  repairs  and  perform  many 
other  tasks  aimed  to  help  persons  of 
South  Louisiana  survive,  return  to 
their  homes  or  get  into  some  kind 
of  dwelling  if  their  homes  have  been 
destroyed. 

Volunteers  are  coming  from  all 
over  the  United  States  to  Louisiana 
to  help,  Schoeffler  said,  mentioning 
that  she  would  like  to  have  at  least 
100  from  Louisiana  between  now 
and  Oct.  27,  and  others  in  the  fu¬ 
ture. 


Volunteer  from  Georgia,  Laura  Milam,  organizes  baby  items  at 
Sager-Brown. 


Sarah  Schoeffler  works  with  volunteers  to  solve  problems  for  storm 
victims. 


In  Memoriam 


helped  with  the  project.  She  went  to 
Louisiana  to  see  about  the  little 
boy.  Fifty  furniture  stores  have  giv¬ 
en  furnishings  and  we  have  a  new 


4,500  square-foot  office  building 
just  filled  with  furniture,  food  and 
all  kinds  of  things  we  want  to  send 
to  Louisiana.” 


The  Rev.  Robert  C.  Eaker,  84,  who  had  lived  in  Lakeland,  Fla.,  for  the 
past  13  years,  died  in  that  city  on  Sept.  9.  He  was  a  retired  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ila  Mae  Eaker,  2929  Pinedale  Ave.,  Lakeland, 
Fla.  33803,  one  son  and  five  daughters. 
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Editorial 

The  coming  millennium:  What  role  for  Christians? 


Numerous  efforts  are  being  made  across  the  church,  some  under 
the  banner  of  a  "Vision  2000”  theme,  to  envision  and  create  the 
church  and  world  of  the  future.  But  even  if  a  millennium  weren't  at 
hand,  Christians  should  be  the  world's  leading  futurists. 


My  Witness^ 

More  than  entertainment 
needed  to  satisfy  us  all 


Humankind’s  fascination  with 
millennia — 1,000-year  periods  of 
history — is  as  old  as  the  Bible. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise,  therefore, 
that  interest  is  mounting  in  the  rap¬ 
id  approach  of  the  year  2000. 

A  noteworthy  example  of  such  in¬ 
terest  is  a  recent  special  issue  of 
“Time"  magazine.  The  entire  issue 
focuses  on  the  millennium  as  a  time 
to  reflect  on  the  past  and  make  pro¬ 
jections  about  the  future. 

“Time’s”  projections — a  creative 
mix  of  plausible  speculation  and 
flights  of  fancy — are  especially  pro¬ 
vocative:  people  routinely  living  to 
age  150,  computerized  clothing,  a 
cure  for  cancer,  human  contact  with 
extraterrestrial  life,  the  specter  of 
global  destruction. 

We  commend  Time’s  lively  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  is  sure  to  be  a  fre¬ 
quent  exercise,  fueled  by  the 
millennium,  during  the  1990s:  ef¬ 
forts  to  envision,  and  hence  shape, 
the  future  of  the  human  race. 

We  as  Christians  need  to  be  ac¬ 
tive  participants  in  such  “futuring” 
exercises  on  both  pragmatic  and 
theological  grounds. 

Pragmatically,  a  distinctively 
Christian  perspective  won’t  be  in¬ 
jected  into  such  exercises  unless 
Christians  do  so. 

“Time,”  for  example,  included  an 
intriguing  essay  by  its  religion  edi¬ 
tor  about  the  writer’s  imagined 


state  of  organized  religion  in  2092. 
Among  other  things,  he  foresaw  a 
greatly  reduced  role  for  mainstream 
Protestant  Christianity. 

Left  unchallenged,  such  images 
can  be  self-fulfilling  prophecies. 
They  help  fuel  unjustified  assump¬ 
tions  about  the  inevitable  demise  of 
the  Protestant  Reformation  and  its 
legacy — a  demise  some  of  us  are  un¬ 
willing  to  concede! 

Theologically,  we  who  follow  one 
w  hom  we  confess  to  be  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  sign  of  God’s  will  for 
both  present  and  future,  cannot  re¬ 
sponsibly  avoid  “thinking  ahead.” 

Only  as  we  anticipate  conse¬ 
quences  of  our  actions  and  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  others  in  the  near  and 
not-so-near  future  can  we  truly  dis¬ 
cern  God’s  will  for  the  present. 

Indeed,  many  of  the  most  exciting 
and  energizing  things  we  do  as  the 
church — build  a  university  in  Afri¬ 
ca,  start  housing  projects  for  low-in¬ 
come  people,  help  revitalize  the 
church  in  Russia,  respond  to  people 
stricken  by  natural  disasters  and  re¬ 
main  with  them  for  the  long  haul — 
are  those  that  we  sense  and  hope  will 
create  a  more  God-shaped  future. 

In  short,  even  if  a  millennium 
weren’t  at  hand,  Christians  should 
be  the  world's  leading  futurists! 

We’re  encouraged  by  numerous 
efforts  across  the  church,  some  un¬ 
der  the  banner  of  a  “Vision  2000” 


theme,  to  envision  and  help  create 
both  the  church  and  the  world  of 
the  future.  For  example,  we  at 
UMR  are  trying  to  anticipate  the 
church’s  communications  needs  in 
the  year  2000  and  beyond  and  to 
explore  ways  to  meet  those  needs. 

Similarly,  if  you  haven’t  done  so, 


you  and  your  congregation  should 
use  the  stimulus  provided  by  the 
coming  millennium  to  begin  your 
own  “Vision  2000”  effort. 

In  addition,  you  should  encour¬ 
age  such  efforts  within  your  com¬ 
munity  and  actively  bring  to  them 
your  Christian  voice  and  vision. 


By  ROGER  ROSS 

This  doesn’t  happen  to  me  very  of¬ 
ten.  Flipping  through  the  channels,  I 
caught  a  stand-up  comic  filling  his 
slot  on  some  late  night  talk  show,  and 
I  nearly  laughed  myself  to  tears. 

For  a  moment,  everything  felt  a 
little  lighter  and  looked  a  little 
brighter.  The  worries  of  the  world 
were  entertained  away.  It  was  fun. 

Perhaps  that  is  why  entertainment 
has  become  the  dominant  feature  of 
our  culture.  The  deadly  seriousness  of 
our  world  won’t  go  away.  Yet  we  feel 
that  we  need  to,  even  deserve  to,  take 
little  vacations  from  time  to  time.  So 
we  go  on  short  trips  each  day,  slipping 
the  mind  into  neutral  and  letting 
someone  else  do  the  work,  whether 
it’s  Michael  Jordan,  Murphy  Brown, 
Mel  Gibson  or  the  chief  cook  and  bot¬ 
tle  washer  at  a  nearby  restaurant. 

Ironically,  regardless  of  who  we 
put  in  charge  or  how  often  they  take 
the  helm,  we  can’t  seem  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  enough.  If  anything,  it  only 
whets  our  appetite  for  more,  as  if 
sheer  quantity  could  satisfy  the 
hunger  that  gnaws  unchecked  in  the 
subterranean  section  of  our  soul 

Not  that  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  being  entertained.  It  just  does 
not  have  the  power  to  do  what  we 
wish.  It  cannot  satisfy  our  deep,  spiri- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Roger  Ross  is  pastor  of 
Melvin  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Melvin ,  III.  (Central  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence). 


tual  hunger  for  something  more. 

Contrast  this  with  the  power  of 
worship.  In  true  worship  we  have  a 
holy,  personal  encounter  with  the 
eternal  God.  Such  an  experience 
leaves  a  lasting  mark  on  us. 

When  that  holy  time  has  ended, 
the  transformation  of  our  character 
is  just  beginning.  The  Holy  Spirit 
satisfies  our  hunger  for  something 
more,  re-creates  our  soul  and  pro¬ 
duces  within  us  an  eternal  joy. 

Some  people  have  been  so  filled 
with  the  joy  of  the  Spirit  they  have 
even  shouted  for  more. 

Entertainment  can  be  fun,  and  it 
has  its  place.  But  we  were  made  for 
something  more.  Worship,  true 
worship,  can  change  a  person  and 
change  the  world  forever. 

Perhaps  that  explains  Handel’s 
remark  to  Lord  Kinnoull  after  the 
first  London  performance  of  “Mes¬ 
siah”:  “I  should  be  sorry,  my  Lord, 
if  I  have  only  succeeded  in  enter¬ 
taining  them;  I  wished  to  make 
them  better.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


We  must  reclaim  'as  much  for  others  as  for  selves'  goal 


The  Sept.  1 8  issue  of  the  Reporter 
provided  me  with  much  food  for 
thought.  Three  articles  that  I  was  par¬ 
ticularly  interested  in  seemed  related, 
yet  each  evoked  a  different  emotion. 

First,  I  was  dismayed  over  the 
editorial  concerning  per  capita  giv¬ 
ing  which  is  at  a  23-year  low  in  the 
United  Methodist  church. 

Next,  1  experienced  disapproval, 
bordering  on  anger,  as  1  read  that 
the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
spent  $15.9  million  to  purchase, 
renovate,  decorate,  and  furnish  a 
building  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
managing  the  $4.6  billion  in  assets 
for  “participants”  and  “beneficia¬ 
ries”  of  the  United  Methodist  pen¬ 
sion  and  benefit  plan. 

Perhaps  as  members  we  are  not 
dedicated  to  Christian  giving  be¬ 


cause  we  are  not  led  in  that  direc¬ 
tion!  How  can  enthusiastic  giving 
be  expected  from  members  when 
the  clergy  are  so  self-serving?  Surely 
1  5.9  million  dollars  could  have 
been  put  to  better  use! 

Then,  in  the  third  article,  came  a 
message  from  our  conference’s  new 
bishop  which  evoked  a  ray  of  hope! 
Bishop  David  Lawson  believes  that 
revitalization  of  our  congregations 
and  vigorous  involvement  in  the 
global  mission  of  the  church  are  of 
equal  importance. 

Under  his  guidance,  and  with  the 
support  of  clergy  and  church  mem¬ 
bers,  we  may  start  moving  towards 
that  Methodist  goal  of  the  past:  “As 
much  for  others  as  ourselves.” 

Helen  Vercler 
Chenoa,  Illinois 


Love  has  limits 

“The  Christian  law  of  unlimited 
love  requires  us  to  give  and  give 
again  . . . in  this  case  for  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  relief,  your  Sept.  1 1 
editorial  stated. 

Since  Christians,  like  all  human 
beings,  are  limited  creatures,  it  is 
not  possible  for  us  to  have  the  ca¬ 
pacity  for  unlimited  love. 

The  real  concern  is  where  such  er¬ 
rors  can  lead,  like  insisting  that  the 
church  is  a  relief  agency,  with  “di¬ 
saster  relief  specialists.” 

I  pray  to  God  that  we  have  not  be¬ 
come  a  relief  agency.  If  we  want  to 
help  hurricane  victims,  the  church 
ought  to  consider  the  arena  of  re¬ 
sponsibility.  Much  of  the  destruction 
is  due  to  failure  to  abide  by  hurricane 
area  building  codes.  The  answer  to 


What  others  are  saying: 


“The  giving  of  our  resources  is  a 
privileged  part  of  what  it  means  to 
be  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

— The  Rev.  William  Peeples,  district 
superintendent,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

*  *  * 

“It’s  not  that  we  [in  the  United 
States]  have  banned  God,  we  have 
just  ignored  God.  A  society  that  is 


indifferent  to  God  is  just  as  much  a 
mission  setting  as  a  society  that  has 
rejected  God.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon,  Oklahoma  Area. 

*  *  * 

“Freedom  of  conscience  and  reli¬ 
gion  is  essential  for  exploring  human 
and  religious  vistas.  Authentic  reli¬ 


gious  commitment  must  be  based  on 
a  personal,  voluntary,  and  reasoned 
decision  rather  than  on  just  a  for¬ 
malistic,  cultural  heritage.” 

— Statement  from  the  recent  “Free¬ 
dom  of  Conscience”  conference  held 
in  Tirana,  Albania. 

*  *  * 

“Our  society  has  more  problems 


Faithfully  yours—  .  — -  = 

I  saw  sprigs  of  God's  power  taming 


Some  members  of  the  Florida 
press  are  calling  Hurricane  Andrew 
“the  terror.” 

While  covering 
the  aftermath  of 
“the  terror”  for 
the  Reporter,  I 
drove  south  from 
Miami  on  High¬ 
way  1  on  a  recent 
Sunday  morning.  Diane  Balay 
It  wasn’t  difficult  to  see  why  the 
storm  deserved  the  name.  It  might 
just  as  well  have  been  named  “the 
destroyer.” 

On  each  side  of  every  road  and 
street,  mangled  corpses  of  trees  and 
steel  structures  twisted  like  pretzels 
were  bulldozed  with  other  debris 
into  great  mounds  10  to  20  feet  high 
that  stretched  for  mile  after  mile. 


In  all  of  the  hours  I  drove,  criss¬ 
crossing  the  countryside,  I  never 
saw  an  end  to  the  mountains  of  de¬ 
bris. 

The  sheer  size  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion-estimated  at  500  square 
miles — defied  imagination.  Expen¬ 
sive  homes  were  often  as  damaged 
as  cheaper  ones.  Trailer  parks  were 
reduced  to  rubble. 

Standing  in  the  education  build¬ 
ing  of  Cutler  Ridge  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  just  south  of  Miami,  I 
could  see  the  sky  through  the  bro¬ 
ken  roof. 

The  remaining  trees  in  the  shred¬ 
ded  avocado  groves  and  lime  groves 
stood  like  tortured  husks  against  the 
September  sky. 

But  when  I  returned  to  the  region 
the  next  day,  Monday,  I  noticed 


something  happening  in  the  groves. 
Amid  the  broken  black  branches,  a 
small  new  shoot  was  sprouting  a 
leaf.  I  stared  at  the  sprig  of  green. 

By  Tuesday,  more  green  was  ap¬ 
parent  and  by  Wednesday,  it 
seemed  as  if  all  south  Florida  had 
exploded  into  springtime  glory. 

The  sound  of  hammering  and 
power  saws  echoed  across  the  pen¬ 
insula  as  work  teams,  homeowners 
and  soldiers  were  repairing  roofs 
and  broken  houses.  Convoys  of 
power  trucks  from  surrounding 
states  were  streaming  south  to  re¬ 
store  electricity. 

Tons  of  food,  water  and  supplies 
were  pouring  in  from  all  over  the 
United  States— sent  by  United 
Methodists  and  other  caring  people 
of  God. 
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this  irresponsibility  is  repentance,  the 
business  of  the  church. 

If  Christians  do  not  figure  out  how 
to  be  responsible  in  hurricane  areas, 
then  the  communities  never  will. 

Douglas  Rettig 
Braceville,  Illinois 

I  am  troubled  . . . 

I  am  troubled  by  the  apparent 
“pox  on  both  your  houses”  tone  of 
the  Sept.  4  editorial  headlined  “Pol¬ 
iticians’  God-talk  demeans  God, 
politics.” 

I  strongly  protest  any  suggestion 
that  biblical  people  may  not  find 
much  to  choose  from  between  the 
political  candidates  and  their  re¬ 
spective  parties. 

Especially,  I  am  disappointed  you 
did  not  follow  your  own  lead  to  say 


with  heterosexuality  than  homosex¬ 
uality — for  instance,  cohabitation, 
the  stability  of  relationships,  faith¬ 
fulness,  unfaithfulness,  care  and 
nurture  of  children.  In  my  experi¬ 
ence  as  a  bishop,  I  have  had  more  to 
do  in  wrestling  with  these  issues.” 
— George  Carey,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 


'the  terror' 

Everywhere  the  signs  of  hope 
were  blossoming,  gradually  erasing 
the  blight  of  “the  terror.” 

Nowhere,  though,  did  I  find  a 
sign  of  hope  more  towering,  the 
magnitude  of  God’s  power  of  new 
life  in  the  midst  of  death  more  re¬ 
vealing,  than  in  that  one  green  sprig 
in  a  shattered  orchard. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Ms.  Balay  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Behold,  I  am  coming  soon, 
bringing  my  recompense,  to  repay 
every  one  for  what  he  has  done.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Ezekiel  36:26) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  1 1 

Monday:  Psalms  26: 1-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  26:8-12 
Wednesday:  Micah  1:2,  2-10 
Thursday:  Micah  6:6-8 
Friday:  Luke  17:1 1-19 
Saturday:  Luke  17:20-37 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  2:8-15 


“give  unto  Caesar  the  things  that  are 
Caesar’s”  COMMENDS  both  the 
ability  and  the  willingness  to  pay 
TAXES  for  the  common  good,  a 
commandment  one  party  clearly 
strains  to  avoid  more  than  the  other. 

John  J.  Auer 
Fresno,  California 

. . .  and  so  am  I 
In  the  Sept.  4  editorial  headlined 
“Politicians’  God-talk  demeans  both 
God  and  politics,”  the  writer  implies 
that  a  political  campaign  is  no  place 
to  talk  about  whether  your  side  best 
exhibits  godly  virtues.  The  inference 
seems  to  be  based  on  the  premise  of 
“separation  of  church  and  state.” 

1  think  God  has  been  absent  from 
that  arena  far  too  long.  In  fact,  I 
think  the  platforms  for  the  two  major 
political  parties  reveal  which  party 
is  separating  “God  and  country.” 

Sharron  Hagler 
Shelbyville,  Texas 


THIS  ONE'S  FOR  ORGANIZING 
THE  CHURCH  PICNIC  .  THAT 
ONE  IS  FOR  NVY  SUNT  ON 
THE  BUILDING-  COmiTTEE, 
AND  THIS  KEALLV  BIO  ONE 
IS  FOR  LASTING-  THE  ENURE 
YEAR  AS  A  JUNIOR  HIGH 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL.  TEACHER  . 


Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note  Minimum  Investment  Rate* 

4  year  term  $100  4.80% 

1  year  term  $100  3.00% 

Flexible  $100  2.50% 


*Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  tbe  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund’s  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 
Circular. 
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OPPOSE  ARMS  SALES:  The  sale  of 

weapons  to  countries  such  as  Somalia  as  a  pro¬ 
gram  to  provide  jobs  in  the  United  States  must  be 
condemned  as  “incompatible  with  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,”  a  United  Methodist  public-policy  official 
;  said  last  month  in  the  nation’s  capital.  Jaydee 
Hanson,  a  program  executive  on  the  denomina- 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 

.  was  among  speakers  at  a  conference  on  Somalia 
co-sponsored  by  the  board  and  the  American- 
■  Arab  Anti-discrimination  Committee. 


TRIAL  DATE  SET:  A  tentative  date  of 
March  22  has  been  set  for  the  attempted  murder 

:  trial  of  Dr.  Walker  Railey,  former  pastor  of 

•  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  Dr. 
Railey  is  accused  of  having  tried  to  strangle  his 

-  wife,  Margaret  “Peggy”  Railey,  five  years  ago. 
Judge  Pat  McDowell  said  he  will  wait  until  Dr. 

•  Railey’s  attorney  files  a  motion  before  he  decides 

•'  whether  to  move  the  trial  to  another  venue. 

BAPTIST  RESIGNATION:  The  Rev. 
Joel  Gregory,  expected  successor  to  Southern 
Baptist  leader  the  Rev. 

W.A.  Criswell,  resigned  last 

-  week  from  his  post  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Baptist  Church 

:•  of  Dallas,  the  nation's  larg¬ 
est  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation.  In  his  resignation 
Dr.  Gregory  cited  the  diffi¬ 
cult  transition  of  taking 
over  from  Dr.  Criswell,  who  (oel  Gregory 
remained  as  senior  pastor  when  Dr.  Gregory  be- 

-  came  pastor  in  1991.  A  group  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  top  leaders  said  they  would  meet  with  Dr. 
Gregory  to  try  to  persuade  him  not  to  resign. 

PROTESTING  LOGO:  Chief  Wahoo, 

the  grinning,  toothy  mascot  of  the  Cleveland  In¬ 
dians  baseball  team,  is  a  disgrace  to  Native 
Americans  and  should  be  banished  from  the 
club  emblem,  according  to  United  Church  of 
Christ  officials  who  participated  recently  in  an 
anti-Wahoo  demonstration.  Several  high-rank¬ 
ing  officials  in  the  Cleveland-based  UCC,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Rev.  Paul  Sherry,  president  of  the 
1.6-million-member  denomination,  took  part  in 
the  demonstration  in  Cleveland,  denouncing 
the  Wahoo  logo  as  a  negative  stereotype. 

NOT  GUILTY:  A  Presbyterian  official  who 
stunned  delegates  at  a  church  convention  in 
June  by  resigning  from  a  top  post  soon  after  his 
election  has  been  cleared  of  wrongdoing  in  an 
investigation  involving  charges  of  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct.  The  Rev.  W.  Clark  Chamberlain  of 
Houston,  a  Texas  regional  official  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.),  was  cleared  by  a  special 
five-member  committee  that  reported  no 
“probable  grounds”  for  finding  him  guilty  of 
misconduct.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  45,  resigned  as 
stated  clerk  the  day  after  scoring  a  major  upset 
election  victory  at  the  church’s  General  Assem¬ 
bly  in  Milwaukee.  He  unseated  incumbent  Stat¬ 
ed  Clerk  James  Andrews,  who  was  then 
re-elected. 

COURT  LIFTS  INJUNCTION:  a  fed¬ 
eral  appeals  court  has  lifted  an  injunction 
against  the  screening  in  the  United  States  of  a 
film  that  includes  an  interview  with  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon,  the  anti-pornography  crusad¬ 
er.  The  ruling  by  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  issued  in  New  Orleans  recently,  opened 
the  way  for  the  film,  “Damned  in  the  U.S.A.,” 
to  be  shown  around  the  country.  Mr.  Wildmon, 
a  United  Methodist  minister,  heads  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Association  in  Tupelo,  Miss.  He  had 
objected  to  the  use  of  the  interview  in  the  film 
along  with  sexually  explicit  material. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bulgarian  pastor  gets  Methodist  peace  award 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

VARNA,  Bulgaria — A  World 
Methodist  Council  meeting  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  peacemaking  peaked  Sept.  25 
with  the  presentation  of  the  1992 
World  Methodist  Peace  Award. 

The  recipient  was  the  Rev. 
Zdravko  Beslov,  superintendent  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Bulgaria. 

Violin  music  opened  an  eve¬ 
ning  that  ended  in  tears  when  the 
200  Methodists  present  from  40 
countries  heartrendingly  sang  in 
their  native  languages,  “God  Be 
With  You  ’Til  We  Meet  Again.” 

'Peace'  in  many  languages 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Area),  who  su¬ 
pervises  the  Bulgarian  church, 
greeted  the  gathering  by  saying 
“Peace  be  with  you”  in  all  lan¬ 
guages  of  the  countries  under  his 
jurisdiction. 

“I  think  this  night  proves  we  are 
people  of  hope,”  Bishop  Bolleter 
told  the  gathering  of  about  400 
people.  “We  are  people  of  hope 
because  we  know  God,  because 
God  gave  us  Jesus  Christ  and  be¬ 
cause  his  love  binds  us  together.” 

Honored  for  efforts 

The  frail  72-year-old  Mr.  Bes¬ 
lov,  permanently  disabled  by 
beatings  he  received  in  commu¬ 
nist  prisons,  leaned  on  a  chair  for 
support  while  his  citation  for 
“courage,  creativity  and  consis¬ 
tency”  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  the  World  Methodist 
Council’s  general  secretary. 


Mr.  Beslov  was  honored  for  his  peace  between  his  country’s  gov- 
efforts  to  keep  the  Methodist  emment  and  its  churches  since 
Church  alive  under  Bulgaria’s  communism  fell  two  years  ago. 
communist  rule  and  to  bring  Then  the  council’s  president, 


VARNA,  Bulgaria — The  Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov  (center)  clasps 
hands  with  World  Methodist  Council  leaders  after  he  received 
the  organization's  1992  Peace  Award  for  his  efforts  to  recon¬ 
cile  church  and  government  leaders  in  Bulgaria  since  the  fall  of 
communism.  From  left  are  the  Rev.  Donald  English  of  Great 
Britain,  council  president;  Mr.  Beslov;  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central  and  Southern  Europe  Area);  and  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  council  general  secretary. 


the  Rev.  Donald  English,  added 
his  own  poignant  note  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

“When  I  first  met  Zdravko 
Beslov,  he  told  me  he  couldn’t 
talk  much  during  dinner  because 
he  had  to  concentrate  on  making 
his  hands  move. 

“Those  are  the  only  things  I 
can  now  imagine  not  responding 
to  his  persuasion.” 

Mr.  Beslov’s  persecution  under 
communism  began  in  1948  when 
he  was  arrested  while  on  his  way 
to  preach  his  first  sermon  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Dr.  Albert  Long  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Sofia,  the  capital 
of  Bulgaria. 

The  church  is  named  for  the 
Methodist  missionary  who  in 
1885  helped  translate  the  Bible 
into  Bulgarian. 

Prevented  from  ministry 

Upon  his  release  from  prison 
in  1960,  Mr.  Beslov  was  prevent¬ 
ed  from  returning  to  active  min¬ 
istry  and  was  forced  to  work  as  a 
translator  instead. 

Despite  frequent  surveillance,  he 
managed  to  support  the  clandes¬ 
tine  work  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Bulgaria.  (Earlier  in  the  week, 
during  "Bulgarian  Church  Night,” 
the  World  Methodist  visitors  saw 
slides  of  secret  church  camps 
where  Bulgarian  Methodists  taught 
their  children  about  God.) 

In  his  acceptance  speech,  Mr. 
Beslov  called  to  the  stage  some 
pastors  who  had  been  impris¬ 
oned  and  some  who  have  been 
appointed  within  the  past  two 
years  since  communism  fell. 


“We’ll  do  our  best  to  remain 
humble  so  that  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  be  set  higher 
and  higher,”  Mr.  Beslov  said. 

“The  work  of  our  ancestors 
and  the  work  to  which  our  young 
people  are  dedicated  is  God’s 
work,  and  the  power  of  hell  will 
not  prevail  against  it.  Our  history 
proves  it!” 

Marked  by  firsts 

The  award  ceremony  was 
marked  by  two  “firsts.” 

The  evening’s  combination  of 
culture  and  worship  was  held  in 
the  Vama  Town  Hall — the  first 
time  the  facility  had  been  used 
for  Christian  worship. 

Ironically,  the  town  hall’s  de¬ 
signer  is  a  member  of  the  Vama 
Methodist  Church  and  is  the  ar¬ 
chitect  for  the  building  the 
church  will  construct  over  the 
next  two  years. 

The  ceremony  also  marked  the 
first  time  in  the  peace  award’s 
15-year  history  that  it  was  pre¬ 
sented  in  connection  with  a 
meeting  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  executive  committee. 

The  executive  committee 
chose  to  hold  its  first  meeting  of 
the  1991-96  semi-decade  in  Var¬ 
na,  a  resort  town  on  the  Black 
Sea  coast  of  the  predominantly 
Orthodox  country. 

The  site  was  chosen  symboli¬ 
cally  to  welcome  Bulgarian 
Methodists  into  the  worldwide 
family  of  nearly  55  million  ad¬ 
herents  in  68  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations  worldwide. 


Pilots  give  wings  to  church's 


storm-relief  effort 


SUDEU  CENTURY  NEWS  PHOTO  BY  GILDA  PERKINS 

SLIDELL,  La.— Mike  Peerson  (rear),  one  of  14  Experimental  Aircraft  Assn,  members,  gets  ready 
to  help  fly  three  tons  of  donations  being  loaded  by  Aldersgate  United  Methodiss  Church  volun¬ 
teers.  Volunteers  from  other  Slidell  churches  helped  load  planes  for  the  200-mile  round  trip. 


plies. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  Mr. 
Knight  said  he  was  amazed  at  the 
quantity  of  supplies  they  had 
moved. 

'Good  feeling' 

“It  was  a  good  feeling,”  the  pi¬ 
lot  said.  “To  tell  you  the  truth,  it 
was  fun.  I’d  do  it  every  day.” 

Ms.  Hull  told  the  Reporter  that 
she  still  gets  teary  talking  about 
the  goodness  and  kindness  of  the 
people  who  helped  and  of  the 
many  people  who  donated  sup¬ 
plies. 

“You  never  read  about  those 
people  in  the  press,”  she  said. 

She  told  of  being  particularly 
moved  by  the  gift  of  one  frail,  el¬ 
derly  man  who  brought  in  the 
month’s  supply  of  powdered 
milk  he  and  his  wife  were  allot¬ 
ted  through  a  U.S.  government 
program. 

Some  children  in  the  disaster 
area  needed  it  more  than  they 
did,  he  told  her. 

“You  want  to  hug  and  thank 
and  remember  everybody’s 
name,”  Ms.  Hull  said. 

“I  am  so  glad  that  God  was 
able  to  work  through  me  and  all 
these  other  people,”  she  said, 
“and  so  thankful  for  the  miracle 
that  was  worked  through  our 
church." 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Can  faith  literally  move  moun¬ 
tains?  Ask  Jannah  Hull. 

The  full-time  homemaker  and 
active  member  of  Aldersgate 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Sli¬ 
dell,  La.,  will  quickly  say  “Yes!” 
especially  if  14  volunteer  pilots 
help  with  the  moving. 

The  day  after  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  struck  the  south  T 
wetlands  but  bypassed 


and  New  Orleans  some  30  miles 
away,  Ms.  Hull  asked  her  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr.,  if 
their  church  could  be  used  as  a 
dropoff  point  for  donated  relief 
supplies.  He  readily  agreed.  Oth- 
regation  members  agreed 


to  help. 

This  “mustard  seed”  idea 
quickly  grew  into  a  mountain  of 
donated  relief  supplies  that  the 
14  pilots  airlifted  to  the  stricken 
area  three  days  later.  Each  pilot 
flew  at  least  two  missions.  Some 
flew  three  or  four. 


Moved  7,000  pounds 

Pilots  estimate  that  on  Sunday 
more  than  35  plane  trips  moved 
some  7,000  pounds  of  food,  wa¬ 
ter  and  other  supplies  to  hurri¬ 
cane  victims. 

At  the  takeoff  point  at  a  Slidell 
airfield,  congregation  members 
weighed  “every  bag  and  every 
box”  and  helped  load  them  into 
the  small  planes. 

“If  the  load  is  not  weighed  and 
loaded  correctly,  you’re  in  trou¬ 
ble,"  said  pilot  Andy  Knight,  also 
a  member  of  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Congregation  members,  he 
said,  brought  food  and  drinks  to 
the  airfield  for  the  pilots  who 
were  recuited  from  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Experimental  Air¬ 
craft  Association. 

An  airstrip  in  Patterson,  La., 
more  than  100  miles  from  Sli¬ 
dell,  was  cleared  to  receive  the 
airlift.  The  planes  were  met  by 
National  Guard  members  and 
police  who  unloaded  the  sup- 


^ chermer’s 

Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  fur  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  delicious 
Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  just  plain 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  snack 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You  are 
guaranteed  that  only 


the  very  best  of  our 
ripened-to-perfection 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMERS  PECAN  I  v 
FUND  RAISERS.  i 
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[”  Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

□  YESIOur  group  is  interested  in  raising  money  selling 
|  Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  to  sell  Pecans  for 
j  fund  raising 

e  _  Title  _ 


roup  s  Name 
our  Address  _ 


Your  Telcphoi 
Date  ol  Sale  _ 


.  No  Members  Selling  _ 


Return  to  Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

P  O  Box  3650.  Albany  GA  31708 


use  order  form  or  call 
1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

PO  Box  .5650  /  Albany.  GA  31708 


UM  colleges  among  nation's  best 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  and 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  rank 
among  the  top  25  universities  in  the 
country. 

The  two  schools  were  rated 
among  “America’s  Best  Colleges” 
by  “U.S.  News  &  World  Report” 
magazine  in  its  annual  ranking  pub¬ 
lished  Sept.  28. 

Duke  ranked  seventh  and  Emory 
21st  in  the  nation. 

This  year  marked  Emory’s  entry 
into  the  magazine’s  “top  25”  list. 

Among  other  United  Methodist- 
related  universities,  Illinois  Wesley¬ 
an  University  and  Southwestern 
University  continued  to  maintain 
first  place  in  their  respective  re¬ 
gions. 

Illinois  Wesleyan  in  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  placed  first  among  1 3 1  uni¬ 
versities  in  the  Midwest  for  the 
fourth  consecutive  year. 

As  examples  of  excellence  the  ar¬ 
ticle  cited  Illinois  Wesleyan’s  just- 
launched  S58  million  fund-raising 
drive  and  its  outstanding  arts  pro¬ 
gram,  under  the  direction  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Minor  Myers  Jr. 

In  the  same  category,  church-re¬ 
lated  Ohio  Northern  University  in 
Ada  ranked  1 1th  among  Midwest¬ 
ern  universities. 


Southwestern  in  Georgetown, 
Texas,  was  ranked  as  the  best  of  66 
liberal-arts  schools  in  the  West  for 
the  fifth  consecutive  year. 

Southwestern  was  praised  for  its 
new  "Vision  2000”  master  plan 
(not  to  be  confused  with  a  church¬ 
wide  evangelism  effort  of  the  same 
name). 

Under  leadership  of  President 
Roy  Shilling  Jr.,  Southwestern’s 
goals  are  a  needs-blind  admissions 
policy,  a  limit  of  six  courses  per 
teacher  per  year,  and  an  average 
faculty  salary  higher  than  95  per¬ 
cent  of  all  other  comparable 
schools. 

Two  other  Western  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  schools — University 
of  Puget  Sound  in  Seattle,  and  Uni¬ 
versity  of  the  Pacific  in  Stockton, 
Calif. — ranked  fifth  and  I  5th 
among  the  region’s  1 1 5  universities. 

Among  the  article’s  additional  list 
of  up-and-coming  schools  was  Unit- 


NEW  YORK — The  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society  is  committing  more  than 
$100  million  to  distributing  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  promoting  development 
of  national  Bible  societies  around 
the  world. 

“Probably  no  other  similar  organi¬ 
zation  in  the  United  States  has  ever 
made  a  commitment  of  this  magni- 


ed  Methodist-related  Simpson  Col¬ 
lege,  Indianola,  Iowa. 

Other  United  Methodist-related 
regional  liberal-arts  colleges  noted 
in  the  article  were: 

Z  Lycoming  College,  Williams¬ 
port,  Pa„  No.  6  in  the  North; 

/  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
Delaware,  Ohio,  and  Mount  Union 
College,  Alliance,  Ohio,  ranked 
Nos.  2  and  9,  respectively,  in  the 
Midwest; 

Z  Wofford  College,  Spartanburg, 
S.C.;  Wesleyan  College,  Macon, 
Ga.;  and  Emory  and  Henry  College, 
Emory,  Va.,  ranked  third,  seventh 
and  eighth,  respectively,  in  the 
South. 

The  sixth  annual  ranking  by  U.S. 
News  polled  the  nation’s  1,373 
four-year  colleges,  studying  every¬ 
thing  from  long-range  plans  and  fi¬ 
nancial  health  to  use  of  technology 
in  the  classroom,  faculty  course 
load  and  salaries. 


tude.”  said  Eugene  Habecker,  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  New  York-based  organization. 

The  major  part  of  the  effort  is  a 
pledge  of  more  than  $65  million  for 
the  World  Service  Program  of  the 
United  Bible  Societies,  an  interna¬ 
tional  organization  of  which  the 
American  Bible  Society  is  a  member. 


Commission 

honors 

historian 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

CONVENT  STATION,  N.J.— 
The  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  His¬ 
tory  recently  presented  its  Distin¬ 
guished  Service  Award  to  Homer 
L.  Calkin  of  Arlington,  Va. 

Mr.  Calkin  long  has  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  both  United  Methodist 
and  U.S.  archive  and  history  af¬ 
fairs.  This  includes  service  with 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice, 
National  Archives  and  Records 
Administration,  and  Department 
of  State,  where  he  retired  in  1977. 

Within  the  church,  Mr.  Calkin 
was  cited  for  distinguished 
achievement  as  editor  of  the 
“World  Methodist  Catalogue  of 
Archival  and  Manuscript  Collec¬ 
tions,”  a  project  that  took  him  to 
the  South  Pacific,  East  Asia  and 
Great  Britain. 

To  date,  1 1  volumes  of  the 
work  have  been  published. 

The  commission  also  voted  to 
present  the  next  distinguished 
service  award  to  the  Rev.  Frank 
Baker,  a  Wesley  scholar  and  re¬ 
tired  as  a  professor  from  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  Divinity 
School  in  Durham,  N.C. 


Greater  world  Bible  distribution  planned 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

LAWSUIT  WITHDRAWN:  The  law¬ 
suit  of  the  United  Methodist  missionary  against 
his  supervisors  at  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been  withdrawn,  “with¬ 
out  prejudice”  from  an  Illinois  court.  The  Rev. 
Lowell  Wertz  of  Chicago,  a  missionary  to  Zaire, 
had  charged  his  mission  supervisor,  the  Rev. 
Julius  Jefferson,  with  slander.  Mr.  Wertz 
claimed  that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  said  he  was  the 
cause  of  riots  in  Leuna,  Zaire,  which  resulted  in 
seven  deaths  in  1991.  Mr.  Jefferson  denies  the 
charge.  By  withdrawing  the  case  “without  preju¬ 
dice,”  Mr.  Wertz  is  free  legally  to  bring  the  case 
up  again.  Both  board  officers  and  Bishop  Ngoy 
Wakadillo  of  the  North  Shaba  Conference  in 
Zaire  asked  that  the  case  be  dropped. 

BISHOP  ELECTED:  For  the  first  time  in 
its  20-year  history,  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  has  chosen  a  bishop  as  its 
president.  Bishop  Ann  Sherer  (Missouri  Area) 
was  elected  as  the  47  lay  and  clergy  directors 
met  recently  to  organize  for  1993-96.  General 
agencies  of  the  church  normally  are  headed  by 
bishops,  but  COSROW  usually  has  chosen  a 
laywoman  or  clergywoman  as  president.  Other 
officers  are  Joyce  Waldon  Bright  of  Orlando, 
Fla.,  vice  president,  and  the  Rev.  John  Camp¬ 
bell  of  Unalaska,  Alaska,  secretary. 

HISTORIANS  TWICE  OVER:  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  made  history  in  their  own 
right  recently  by  choosing  the  first  bishop  from 
outside  the  United  States  to  head  one  of  the  13 
churchwide  agencies.  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de 
Carvalho  of  Luanda,  Angola,  will  serve  a  four- 
year  term.  Other  officers  for  1 993-96  are  Marie 
W.  Copher  of  Atlanta,  vice  president,  and  Nan- 
cie  Peacocke  Fadeley  of  Eugene,  Ore.,  secretary. 

GLOBAL  GATHERING:  The  indy  500 
will  become  the  5,000  when  United  Methodists 
from  throughout  the  world  join  together  for  the 
1993  “Global  Gathering.”  Planners  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  meeting  March  25-28,  in  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  say  time  is  running  short  for  early  registra¬ 
tion  of  $99.  After  Nov.  15,  the  fee  goes  up  to 
$125.  For  more  information  write  Carolyn  Mar¬ 
shall.  Global  Gathering  business  manager,  204 
N.  Newlin  St.,  Veedersburg,  Ind.,  47987. 

LAY  SPEAKING  EVENT:  The  first  train¬ 
ing  conference  for  directors  of  lay  speaking  will 
be  held  Jan.  22-24,  at  the  United  Methodist 
Center  in  Nashville.  The  weekend  meeting  is 
designed  to  improve  the  lay  speaking  ministry 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church.  More  infor¬ 
mation  can  be  obtained  by  writing  Evelyn  Burry 
or  Lynette  Morris,  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  37202. 

UM  MEN  TO  CELEBRATE:  United 

Methodist  Men  will  mark  their  25th  anniversa¬ 
ry  Oct.  25  in  a  satellite  television  celebration  at 
5:30  p.m.  (ET)  on  the  Cokesbury  network.  The 
program  will  be  hosted  by  staff  executives  of 
United  Methodist  Men.  Also  featured  on  the 
program  will  be  Stan  England.  Kennesaw,  Ga., 
national  president;  and  Dale  Waymire,  Madill, 
Okla.,  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Foundation. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church's  love  shelters  Louisiana  storm  victims 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


BALDWIN,  La. — A  relief  worker's  embrace  of  a  child  made 
homeless  by  Hurricane  Andrew  symbolizes  the  loving  arms 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  have  offered  to 
storm  victims. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

BALDWIN,  La. — The  re¬ 
sponse  of  United  Methodists  na¬ 
tionwide  to  the  plight  of  victims 
of  Hurricane  Andrew  has  drawn 
high  praise  from  the  church’s 
Louisiana  coordinator  of  emer¬ 
gency  relief,  Sarah  Schoeffler. 

“It  makes  me  impressed  to  see 
what  kind  of  church  I  serve,”  she 
said. 

For  example,  here  in  Baldwin, 
Sager  Brown  School  was  re¬ 
opened  as  a  distribution  center 
after  having  been  closed  for 
about  12  years.  The  school  is 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Founded  in  1921  to  educate 
black  children,  the  school  was  re¬ 
portedly  closed  when  public 
school  integration  reached  a  point 
that  it  was  no  longer  necessary. 

After  the  hurricane,  in  what 
was  called  “A  Labor  Day  of 


UMC  aid  helps  Dulac  rise  from  flood 


Where  part  of  Louisiana’s  wa¬ 
tery  toe  dips  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  lies  Dulac,  home  to  the 
Houma  Indian  Nation. 

Many  members  of  the  Houma 
Nation  have  a  longstanding  rela¬ 
tionship  with  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Dulac,  a  poor  community,  was 
swamped  by  Hurricane  Andrew’s 
rains  and  rising  waters. 

After  the  storm,  the  Rev.  Kir¬ 
by  Verret  floated  into  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  Clanton  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  boat. 

“That  was  the  only  way  I  could 


Contributions  to  aid  victims  of 
Hurricane  Andrew  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida  may  be  sent  via  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurers  to 
Advance  Special  No.  901185-6. 

get  in,”  the  pastor  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  “The  water  was  over  my 
shoulders.” 

But  another  building,  the 
church  hall,  was  relatively  dry. 
Two  days  after  the  storm,  the 
hall  became  shelter  for  some  40- 
50  people  whose  homes  were 
damaged  or  destroyed  in  the 
storm.  Among  them  was  Mr. 


Verret. 

He  said  people  brought  food 
from  their  freezers  to  the  hall  be¬ 
cause  the  electricity  was  out. 

“So  we  cooked  whatever  peo¬ 
ple  brought,”  he  said.  “We  had  a 
big  community  supper  every 
night. 

“Out  of  tragedy  comes  good,” 
he  continued.  “Trucks  started 
coming  with  food  and  supplies. 
Volunteers  have  come  from  all 
over  the  country  to  help  with  re¬ 
pairs.  People  here  are  over¬ 
whelmed  with  gratitude.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Love,”  the  school  buildings  were 
converted  into  housing  for  sud¬ 
denly  homeless  families. 

One  such  family  consisted  of 
Sharon  Parker  and  her  two  chil¬ 
dren  ages  1  and  3. 

Like  most  people  in  the  bayou 
country,  the  Parkers  evacuated 
before  Hurricane  Andrew  bore 
down  on  the  town. 

When  she  returned  the  next 
day,  she  found  everything  gone. 

“I  cried,”  she  said  simply. 

The  Parkers  found  temporary 
shelter  in  nearby  Franklin,  but 
Ms.  Parker  soon  found  out  that 
she  and  more  than  100  others 
would  have  to  vacate  in  a  day 
and  a  half. 

Baldwin’s  worried  mayor, 
Wayne  Braux,  asked  if  the  school 
could  be  opened  to  the  homeless. 

With  permission  quickly  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Women’s  Division, 
said  Ms.  Schoeffler,  and  with 
volunteers  streaming  into  Louisi¬ 
ana  from  all  over  the  nation, 
“We  got  that  place  open  in  a  day 
and  a  half!”  she  declared. 

A  work  force  of  about  300  peo¬ 
ple,  many  of  them  Catholic  towns¬ 
people  who  joined  the  United 
Methodist  volunteers,  cleaned,  re¬ 
wired  the  buildings  for  electricity 
and  gathered  bedding  and  kitchen 
supplies. 

“It  was  like  ants  at  a  picnic,” 
Ms.  Schoeffler  said,  describing 
the  working  crowd.  “The  mayor 
cut  the  grass.” 

So  Sharon  Parker,  her  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  rest  of  the  home¬ 
less  moved  into  Sager  Brown 
School. 

“The  homeless  residents  in 
Sager  Brown  are  doing  the  cook¬ 
ing.”  volunteer  Walter  Brock 


cane  Andrew  being  sheltered 
in  United  Methodist-owned 
Sager  Brown  School. 

told  the  Reporter.  Mr.  Brock  is  a 
United  Methodist  layman  from 
Baton  Rouge. 

“They  cook  red  beans  and  rice, 
gumbo,  stew— really  good  food,” 
he  continued. 

With  the  church  acting  as  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  residents,  most  have 
moved  into  temporary  mobile 
homes  provided  by  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency. 

“In  times  of  disaster,  I’ve 
learned,”  said  Ms.  Schoeffler, 
“that  we  have  a  church  in  place 
and  ready  to  go.” 


Helping  hands  after  a  hurricane 

FRANKLIN,  La. — Students  from  United  Methodist-related 
Southwestern  University  in  Georgetown,  Texas,  help 
clean  up  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Andrew  in  Louisiana. 
Eric  Adams  of  Phoenix  removes  part  of  a  damaged  roof, 
while  Catherine  Newell  of  London  (left)  and  Christina 
Coronessis  of  Lake  Jackson,  Texas,  haul  off  a  trash  bag 
filled  with  debris.  Southwestern  students  were  among 
dozens  at  United  Methodist-related  schools  who  have  of¬ 
fered  relief  to  hurricane  victims  in  Florida,  Louisiana  and 
Hawaii  in  the  past  month. 
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Bishop  Lcontine  T.C.  Kelly 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
Adjunct  Professor.  Pacific 
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Dr  Edwina  Hunter 
The  Joe  R.  Engle  Professor 
of  Preaching,  Union 
Theological  Seminary  and 
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They  will  address  preaching  and  aspects  of 
inclusiveness. 

During  the  Institute,  Continuing  Education 
workshops  on  preaching  will  be  conducted. 
Cost:  S60  includes  registration,  five  meals, 
and  2.0  CEUs. 

Location:  On  the  campus  of  the 
Methodist  Theological  School 
3081  Columbus  Pike, 

Delaware,  Ohio. 

For  details  and  to  register, 
call(6l4)  363 -1146  before 
the  deadline  of  Oct.  23- 


Hawaiian  UMs  report  damages  from  Iniki 


By  PEG  PARKER 

Hawaiian  United  Methodists  are 
still  reeling  in  the  aftermath  of  Hur¬ 
ricane  Iniki,  the  most  powerful  hur¬ 
ricane  to  hit  the  islands  this 
century. 

“Damage  is  extensive  and  recov¬ 
ery  will  take  a  long  time,”  Hawaii 
District  Superintendent  Robert 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Religious  educa¬ 
tion  is  crucial  for  Russia  and  the 
other  former  Soviet  Republics  as 
new  societies  and  governments  are 
formed,  according  to  Father  Ioann 
Ekonomtsev  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church. 

Father  Ioann,  as  the  director  of 
the  Moscow  Patriarchy’s  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  and  Catechism 
is  known,  visited  the  United  States 
recently  to  continue  discussions 
with  United  Methodist  agencies 
and  other  groups  and  to  attend  a 
convention  of  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  in  America. 

His  daughter,  Helena  Scheglova, 
accompanied  him.  She  will  audit  re¬ 
ligion  classes  at  the  University  of 
Texas  in  Austin  this  fall  under 
sponsorship  of  that  city’s  Universi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church. 

A  series  of  agreements  concerning 
joint  efforts  on  education,  communi¬ 
cations,  publishing  and  health  care 
was  signed  by  United  Methodist, 
Russian  Orthodox  and  Soviet  Peace 
Fund  officials  in  June  1991. 

During  a  meeting  with  United 


Contributions  to  aid  victims  of 
Hurricane  Iniki  in  Hawaii  may  be 
sent  via  annual  conference  treasurers 
to  Advance  Special  No.  901 190-3. 


Fiske  said  after  visiting  United 
Methodist  churches  on  the  hardest- 
hit  island  of  Kauai. 

Mr.  Fiske  and  Hawaii  District 


Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  members  in  New 
York,  Father  Ioann  spoke  through  a 
translator  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church’s  plans  to  open  seven  more 
schools  and  a  new  university  in 
Moscow  in  September. 

The  university  will  begin  with  a 
theological  faculty  and  expand  to 
include  courses  on  economics  and 
religion  and  the  arts. 

“This  year,  it  will  be  very  small 
. . .  just  30  students,”  he  said. 

Because  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  cannot  afford  to  build  enough 
schools,  Father  Ioann  said  he  worked 
with  the  Russian  Parliament  to  allow 
voluntary  religious  education  classes 
in  state  schools.  The  classes  will  be  for 
informational  instead  of  evangelistic 
purposes,  he  added. 

Last  January  the  church  was  able 
to  begin  airing  “Sophia,”  a  weekly 
40-minute  radio  program  on  state 
radio. 

Father  Ioann’s  goal  is  to  expand 
radio  coverage  and  initiate  a  reli¬ 
gious  TV  channel  with  satellite  ca¬ 
pabilities. 


Administrative  Assistant  Lorraine 
Kadooka  spent  a  day  on  Kauai  one 
week  after  the  storm  visiting  pastors 
and  church  members  and  assessing 
damage  to  church  facilities. 

Mr.  Fiske  reported  that  houses  of 
a  number  of  church  families,  like 
many  others  on  the  island,  were  de¬ 
molished.  Others  lost  roofs  or  other 
portions  of  their  dwellings. 

It  is  estimated  that  35  percent  of 
all  telephone  poles  on  the  island  are 
down  and  that  electrical  power  for 
some  will  not  be  restored  for  six 
months. 

Although  the  church  properties  at 
Kaumakani,  Kekaha  and  Lihue 
United  Methodist  Church  suffered 
extensive  damage,  the  property  in  Li¬ 
hue  used  by  a  Tongan  congregation 
suffered  only  minimal  damage.  That 
property  now  is  housing  Tongan 
families  left  homeless  by  the  storm. 

A  United  Methodist  campsite  in 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
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roof  and  electric  step. 
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church  members  ? 

With  the  System  606  from  Tele-Soul  you  can  do  just 
that — and  more'  Join  the  hundreds  of  churches  across 
the  country  that  are  growing  with  this  program' 

CALL  NOW  FOR  FREE  INFORMATION I 
Tele-Soul 

1200  Camino  Real  C3  Roswell.  NM  88201 
*  1-800-347-2280  * 


Kokee  State  Park  near  Waimea 
Canyon  also  escaped  damage. 

An  emergency  grant  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  being  used  to  meet  imme¬ 
diate  needs  such  as  generators,  tarps 
and  batteries. 

Church  relief  efforts  on  the  island 
are  being  coordinated  by  the  Kauai 
Interfaith  Council.  The  efforts  of 
the  council  are  supported  by  an  ecu¬ 
menical  task  force  organized  on 
Oahu  by  the  Hawaii  Council  of 
Churches. 

Ms.  Parker  is  editor  of  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

Experienced  Director  Youth  Ministries.  Part-time  for 
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ber  1.  Resume  and  references  to:  FUMC,  400  S. 
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free  Cokesbury  Handbell 
Information  Packet! 

OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 


o  Cokesbury 

QA-066B-2 _ 


Orthodox  leader  says  religious 
education  key  to  eastern  Europe 
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This  teacher's  dedication  isn't  lame 


By  CHARLES  RICHARDSON 

ABILENE,  Texas— Robert  C. 
Barnes,  former  director  of  Christian 
education  at  Abilene’s  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  and  now 
head  of  Hardin-Simmons  Universi¬ 
ty’s  department  of  counseling  and 
human  development,  refuses  to  al¬ 
low  life  to  be  a  handicap  despite  the 
fact  that  as  a  1 2-year-old  boy  he  be¬ 
came  a  polio  victim. 

;  “I  determined  early  never  to  allow 
a  physical  limitation  to  interfere  with 
my  professional  responsibilities,” 
says  the  educator. 

About  two  years  before  polio  vac¬ 
cine  was  available,  Dr.  Barnes,  who 
enjoyed  an  active,  healthy  child¬ 
hood,  was  stricken  in  the  polio  epi¬ 
demic  of  the  early  1950s. 

Neighbors  of  his  family  had  built 
a  swimming  pool  in  August  1950, 
and  six  children  who  lived  on  the 
street  where  his  family  resided  in 
Michigan  were  taken  to  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Michigan  hospital  with  polio 
the  same  week.  (Editor’s  note:  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  high  incidence  of  polio 
linked  with  swimming  pools  during 
this  period,  many  public  pools  were 
closed.) 

He  was  sent  home  after  six  months 
in  the  hosnital.  strapped  to  a  wheel- 


"/  determined  early  never  to  allow  a  physical 
limitation  to  interfere  with  my  professional 
responsibilities."  _Robert  c  ^ 


chair  so  he  wouldn’t  fall  out.  Home- 
bound  teachers  made  it  possible  for 
him  to  complete  the  eighth  grade. 

By  the  time  he  returned  to  junior 
high  school  in  the  ninth  grade,  he 
was  walking  with  braces  on  his  legs 
and  metal  crutches  clamped  onto 
his  arms. 

'Second  mother'  helped 

His  “second  mother”  provided 
the  rigorous  physical  therapy  during 
his  teenage  years  that  made  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  him  to  get  rid  of  his  leg  brac¬ 
es  and  crutches  and  to  walk  with 
only  the  assistance  of  a  single  cane 
by  the  time  he  entered  college. 
(When  Dr.  Barnes  was  one  year  old, 
his  widowed  father  had  married  the 
younger  sister  of  his  deceased  wife.) 

Throughout  his  teenage  years  he 
was  a  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
officer  in  the  Detroit  area  and  was 
president  of  his  freshman  class  at 
Methodist-related  Albion  College  in 
Albion,  Mich. 

He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Mis¬ 


sissippi  and  completed  his  bachelor 
of  science  degree  in  psychology  at 
Florida  Southern  College. 

As  a  specialist  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  he  directed  the  largest  program 
of  youth  ministry  in  Mississippi 
and  subsequently  organized  and  di¬ 
rected  the  largest  weekday  ministry 
for  older  adults  in  Dallas. 

The  latter  project  culminated  in 
the  building  of  a  14-story  high-rise 
residential  center  for  senior  citizens 
in  Dallas. 

With  a  master’s  degree  from  Har¬ 
din-Simmons,  Dr.  Barnes  complet¬ 
ed  his  Ph.D.  degree  in  counseling 
psychology  at  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  1974.  He  joined  the 
Hardin-Simmons  faculty  in  1977, 
still  walking  with  only  one  cane. 

In  1979,  he  fell  in  his  classroom 
and  broke  his  paralyzed  leg. 

Dr.  Barnes  says  that  he  got  up 
from  the  floor  and  taught  his  class 
before  going  to  the  hospital  to  have 
his  broken  leg  put  in  a  cast. 

“It  was  the  last  class  day  of  the  se¬ 


mester,  and  I  wanted  my  students 
to  have  a  thorough  review  before 
their  final  examination,”  he  says. 

“Furthermore,”  he  adds,  “I 
didn’t  want  my  students  to  be  short 
changed  just  because  their  professor 
had  a  lame  leg.” 

A  similar  incident  happened  in  the 
summer  of  1991  when  he  arrived  to 
teach  his  graduate  class  one  morning 
and  fell  on  the  wet,  uncarpeted  floor 
of  the  classroom  building. 

No  swellhead  he 

In  spite  of  cutting  his  forehead 
and  breaking  two  fingers,  he  held  an 
icepack  to  his  swelling,  bloodied 
temple  and  taught  his  class. 

Since  1 979  he  has  walked  with  two 
canes.  He  also  has  a  motorized  col¬ 
lapsible  one-seater  golf  cart  that  fits 
into  the  trunk  of  his  car.  Now  and 
then,  he  uses  the  golf  cart  on  the 
campus  as  well  as  in  airports,  shop¬ 
ping  malls  and  other  crowded  areas. 

In  talking  with  Dr.  Barnes,  one 
hears  repeatedly  how  thankful  he  is 
to  be  able  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  serve  and  help  others. 

“How  much  richer  my  life  has 
been  because  1  refused  to  allow  life 
to  be  determined  by  a  handicap,” 
he  says. 


Review= 


God's  presence  shown  in  South  Africa 


By  BILL  FENTUM 

At  a  time  when  mass  entertain¬ 
ment  rarely  depicts  religious  faith  as 
a  true  source  of  human  strength,  the 
screen  adaptation  of  the  acclaimed 
South  African  musical  “Sarafina!”  is, 
in  part,  a  welcome  relief. 

In  an  early  scene,  Whoopi  Gold¬ 
berg,  as  Soweto  high  school  teacher 
Mary  Masembuko,  leads  her  students 
in  a  rousing  choral  arrangement  of 
the  Lord’s  Prayer.  This  celebration  of 
God’s  presence  could  scarcely  be 
more  needed;  part  of  the  school  has 
just  been  burned  as  a  protest  against 
its  restrictive  syllabus. 

Mary’s  method  of  subverting 
apartheid  is  far  more  rational.  She  al¬ 
ters  her  dictated  history  lessons  to  re¬ 
flect  an  awareness  of  black  heritage. 

Further,  she  stresses  that  children 
of  God  can  come  in  any  color  and 
speaks  of  the  indomitable  faith  that 
:  oppressed  people  can  call  on  to  bring 
i  them  through  the  worst  of  times. 

The  title  character  (played  by  ra¬ 
diant  newcomer,  Leleti  Khumalo, 

;  who  originated  the  role  on  stage)  is 
Mary’s  most  devoted  pupil.  The 
I  oldest  of  three  children,  she  lives  in 
a  shack  with  her  grandmother  and 
;  uncle  while  her  mother  works  as  a 
:  live-in  maid  for  a  white  family  in  a 
(nearby  city. 

Build  brighter  future 

Sarafina’s  ambition  to  build  a 
brighter  future  is  fueled  not  only  by 
Mary’s  lectures  but  also  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  her  father,  who  died  in  the 
struggle  for  freedom. 

In  addition,  she  draws  inspiration 
from  the  then-imprisoned  Nelson 
Mandela,  whom  she  “talks  to” 
throughout  the  story  in  a  prayer-like 


HOMESTEAD,  Fla. — What  was  a  service  station  in  Homestead 
will  greet  volunteers  from  Pennsylvania  when  they  reach 
southern  Florida  to  help  with  recovery  from  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew's  devastation  (see  accompanying  story). 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Devastated  Pennsylvanians 
remember  even  as  they  help 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Devastation. 

“We  remember.  We  were 
there.” 

"There”  was  the  Susquehanna 
Valley  in  Central  Pennsylvania 
in  June  of  1972. 

Rains  from  Hurricane  Agnes 
drenched  the  mountains  that 
arch  across  the  state,  draining 
into  the  headwaters  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  River. 

River  towns  long  serene  be¬ 
stride  those  gentle  waters  were 
suddenly  ravaged  as  the  raging 
waters  rose  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  1 00-year-old  flood  lines. 

Elmira,  Wilkes-Barre  and  Har¬ 
risburg  and  their  residents  now 
define  their  history  by  references 
to  “the  flood.” 

If  you  were  there,  you  remem¬ 
ber  because  you  cannot  forget. 
And  you  want  to  reach  out  to 
people  who  experience  similar 
sudden,  massive  destruction. 

And  because  they  remember, 
people  in  Harrisburg  are  organiz¬ 
ing  a  long-term  assistance  effort 
.to  provide  sustained  help  to  the 
people  of  the  hurricane-devastat¬ 
ed  area  of  south  Dade,  Florida, 
1,200  miles  away. 

Starting  in  October  and  con¬ 
tinuing  regularly  through  July, 
busloads  of  35  people  will  leave 


Harrisburg,  spend  two  days  on  the 
road  traveling  to  South  Florida 
and,  once  they  get  there,  provide  a 
week  of  recovery  assistance  to 
stricken  people  who  are  trying  to 
rebuild  their  communities. 

It  will  take  them  another  two 
days  to  get  back  home  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Altogether  this  Harrisburg  re¬ 
membrance  may  involve  up  to 
1,000  Pennsylvanians — all  pay¬ 
ing  their  own  way — lending  a 
personal  hand  to  Floridians  long 
after  the  Army  has  left  and  the 
media  have  turned  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  new  crises. 

Although  assisted  and  connect¬ 
ed  by  church  coalitions  at  both  the 
Harrisburg  and  Miami  sides  of  the 
partnership,  this  undertaking  is  a 
spontaneous  effort  of  people.  It 
goes  far  beyond  just  churches 
reaching  out  to  people  regardless 
of  any  church  connection. 

Why?  Because  people  who  were 
there  remember  what  it  was  like. 
And  because  people  have  the  heart 
to  do  something  about  it  when  it 
happens  again — elsewhere. 

Or.  Hutchinson,  former  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  American  Bi¬ 
ble  Society,  is  director  of 
development  and  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  Christian  Communi¬ 
ty  Service  Agency  in  Miami. 


Whoopi  Goldberg  encourages  her 
tage  in  this  scene  from  the  new 

manner. 

Herein  lies  one  of  the  film’s  draw¬ 
backs. 

As  they  discuss  an  upcoming 
school  play,  several  students  offer 
possible  themes  for  the  production. 
One  boy’s  suggestion,  “Jesus  comes 
back,”  is  greeted  with  derisive 
laughter.  Then  someone  else  pro¬ 
poses,  “Mandela  comes  back!”  The 
response  is  loud  approval. 

Considering  their  immediate 
plight,  it’s  easy  to  see  why  this  choice 
would  excite  the  students.  But  from 
this  point  on,  the  movie’s  spiritual 
focus  is  hopelessly  muddled. 


South  African  students  to  take  pride  in  themselves  and  in  their  heri- 
movie,  "Sarafina!"  (see  accompanying  review). 


' Boomer '  ministry  keys 
on  ten  important  values 


" Baby  Boomer  Spirituality"  by 
Craig  K.  Miller.  Nashville:  Disci- 
pleship  Resources,  1992.  180 
pages,  paperback.  $12.95. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Baby  boomers — those  long¬ 
haired  Beatlemaniacs  who’ve 
grown  up  to  become  self-indulgent 
yuppies — and  spirituality?  What 
an  oxymoron! 

Yet  longtime  churchgoers — of¬ 
ten  the  boomers’  parents  and 
grandparents — and  boomers 
themselves  will  find  this  book  in¬ 
formative  and  insightful. 

Craig  K.  Miller’s  study  of  the 
77  million  Americans  bom  be¬ 
tween  1946  and  1964  asserts  that 
boomers  do  indeed  possess  a 
spirituality. 

However,  boomers’  spirituality 
has  been  shaped  by  the  profound 
cultural  upheavals  of  their  gener¬ 
ation.  Thus  their  spirituality  is 
one  that  many  congregations  find 
at  bewildering  odds  with  their 
traditions. 

The  author,  pastor  of  Santiago 
Hills  Community  Church  in  Or¬ 
ange,  Calif.,  subtitles  his  study 
“Ten  Essential  Values  of  a  Gen¬ 
eration.”  Not  until  churches  un¬ 


derstand  these  10  values,  he 
contends,  will  ministry  to  the 
baby  boom  generation  become 
effective. 

This  understanding  is  especial¬ 
ly  needed  in  the  ’90s,  he  asserts, 
because  the  baby  boom  genera¬ 
tion  is  coming  of  an  age  when  it 
will  wield  considerable  power  in 
the  shaping  of  the  world — a  fac¬ 
tor  the  church  overlooks  at  its 
peril. 

Merely  the  author’s  evaluation 
of  boomers’  experiences  as  legiti¬ 
mate  factors  in  their  spirituality 
will  come  as  contrasting  relief  to 
the  decades-long  denigration  of 
boomers’  spiritual  quest  by  many 
in  the  institutional  church. 

Yet  Mr.  Miller  does  not  grant 
blanket  commendation  to  all  of 
the  influences  on  boomers’  lives. 
Instead,  in  a  journalistic  style 
backed  by  personal  anecdotes 
and  a  wealth  of  demographic 
data,  the  author  delves  behind 
the  headlines  to  explore  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  both  positive  and 
negative  experiences  on  boom¬ 
ers’  lives  and  beliefs. 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


In  the  grim  second  half,  Mary  is  ar¬ 
rested  for  her  teachings,  a  riot  breaks 
out  at  the  school,  and  Sarafina  and 
others  are  jailed  and  tortured  for  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  murder  of  a  crooked 
black  constable.  After  this,  the  girl’s 
supplications  to  her  image  of  Man¬ 
dela  seem  especially  futile. 

Storyline  flawed 

Another  flaw:  the  dark  storyline 
does  tend  to  overpower  the  musical 
interludes,  which  depict  the  charac¬ 
ters’  dreams  of  a  free  world.  That 
said,  it  should  be  acknowledged 
that  the  song  score,  written  by  Hugh 
Masekela  and  the  show’s  creator, 
Mbongeni  Ngema,  is  often  quite 
moving. 

Despite  its  failings,  “Sarafina!” 
makes  an  admirable  attempt  to  por¬ 
tray  the  South  African  conflict  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  black  popula¬ 
tion.  In  this,  it  stands  apart  from 
most  previous  films  on  the  subject, 
including  “Cry  Freedom,"  “A 
World  Apart,”  and  “A  Dry  White 
Season.”  Each  of  these  centered  on 
a  white  character’s  awakening  to  the 
injustice  of  apartheid. 

Director  Darrell  James  Roodt, 
who  was  bora  and  raised  in  Johan¬ 
nesburg,  has  a  keen  eye  for  detail 


that  serves  him  well  in  the  scenes  of 
brutality  which  occupy  much  of  the 
film.  This  makes  the  sometimes 
preachy  dialogue  seem  entirely  un¬ 
necessary;  what  we  witness  on 
screen  is  far  more  persuasive. 

Finally,  parents  must  be  advised 
that,  although  “Sarafina!”  carries  a 
PG-13  rating,  it  contains  moments 
of  violence  (including  the  burning 
death  of  one  character  and  torture 
by  electroshock  of  another)  that 
make  it  unsuitable  for  younger  chil¬ 
dren. 

Screening  board  objects 

The  combination  of  the  film’s 
PG-13  rating  and  its  violence  led 
the  Dallas  Motion  Picture  Classifi¬ 
cation  Board  to  file  a  suit  in  federal 
court  seeking  to  enjoin  the  showing 
of  “Sarafina!”  in  that  city. 

The  city’s  suit  claims  that  “Sara¬ 
fina!”  is  too  violent  for  any  child 
under  age  1 6  to  see.  An  official  with 
the  film’s  distributor  acknowledged 
that  “Sarafina!”  depicts  violence 
but  contended  that  it  shows  that 
those  who  inflict  harm  must  suffer 
for  it. 

Mr.  Fentum  is  a  production  staff 
employee  for  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 


History  of  Hymns— — 
Prisoner's  plea  for  mercy 
helps  inspire  'Pass  me  not' 


Pass  me  not.  O  gentle  Savior, 

Hear  my  humble  cry ; 

While  on  others  thou  art  calling, 

Do  not  pass  me  by. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Early  in  1868,  William  H.  Doane, 
a  Cincinnati  manufacturer,  visited 
Fanny  Crosby  in  New  York  City. 
This  was  their  first  meeting. 

In  their  conversation,  Doane  re¬ 
quested  that  she  write  a  poem  be¬ 
ginning  “Pass  me  not,  O  gentle 
Savior.” 

Some  weeks  later  Fanny  Crosby 
gave  her  testimony  at  a  religious 
service  in  a  Manhattan  prison. 

After  she  had  spoken  and  some  of 
her  hymns  had  been  sung,  one  pris¬ 
oner  cried  out,  “Good  Lord,  do  not 
pass  me  by.” 

Immediately  she  remembered 
Doane’s  request,  for  here  was  the 
needed  inspiration. 

The  poem  was  sent  to  Doane.  He 
composed  the  tune  that  we  know 
and  included  it  in  a  collection  of 
songs  that  he  published  in  1870. 

The  hymn  is  based  on  Jesus'  en¬ 


counter  with  a  blind  beggar  (Luke 
18:35-42).  When  the  beggar  was 
told  that  the  noise  he  heard  came 
from  the  crowd  that  had  gathered 
because  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  pass¬ 
ing  by,  he  cried  out,  “Jesus,  thou 
Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me.” 

More  than  three  years  after  the 
song  was  written,  evangelist  D.  L. 
Moody,  with  his  music  leader,  Ira 
D.  Sankey,  went  to  England  to  hold 
revival  meetings.  One  of  the  first 
songs  Mr.  Sankey  used  was  “Pass 
Me  Not,  O  Gentle  Savior.” 

Mr.  Sankey  recalled,  “No  other 
hymn  in  our  collection  was  more 
popular  than  this  at  our  meetings  in 
London.  It  was  sung  every  day  at  Her 
Majesty’s  Theatre  in  Pall  Mall.” 

Several  years  later,  while  vaca¬ 
tioning  in  the  Swiss  Alps,  Mr.  San¬ 
key  heard  the  people  in  the  street 
below  his  hotel  room  singing  hearti¬ 
ly,  in  German,  “Pass  Me  Not,  O 
Gentle  Savior.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Lord,  Speak  to  Me 
That  I  May  Speak" 


Dear  Deborah: 


Can  you  explain  'forgive  and  forget'? 


Dear  Deborah: 

When  I  was  little  I  was  abused  by 
my  father. 

I  am  now  in  my  20s  and  have 
been  getting  counseling.  But  in 
church  I  hear  sermons  that  say  I 
must  forgive  and  forget. 

How  can  I  do  both?  In  counseling 
all  we  talk  about  is  what  happened. 
I  try  to  tell  the  counselor  I  have  for¬ 
given  him  and  want  to  forget.  The 
counselor  says  that  I  want  to  go 
back  into  denial. 

Can  you  explain  the  difference? 

Terry 


Dear  Terry: 

I  think  you  need  to  ask  your  coun¬ 
selor  that  question.  Then  you  need  to 
ask  your  pastor,  because  they  may  not 
be  using  the  words  in  the  same  way. 

In  counseling,  denial  usually 
means  either  conscious  or  uncon¬ 
scious  inability  to  admit  the  experi¬ 
ence  and  the  accompanying  feelings. 
Small  children  do  this  in  order  to 
survive.  That  is  why  many  people  in 
adult  life  suddenly  ‘’remember"  the 
abuse  they  had  "forgotten. " 

Denial  is  not  healthy,  and  facing 
the  situation  and  its  aftermath  with 
a  sensitive  counselor  is  a  step  toward 


healthy  relationships  as  an  adult. 

Another  term  used  in  counseling  is 
" avoidance ,"  in  which  a  person  re¬ 
members  and  admits  the  experience 
but  refuses  to  do  anything  about  the 
consequences  of  it. 

Neither  avoidance  nor  denial  is 
psychologically  healthy  and  neither 
is  what  Christians  usually  mean  by 
forgiveness. 

Preachers  and  teachers  in  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  have  a  responsibility 
to  be  more  careful  in  how  they  talk 
about  it.  Forgive  and  forget  can  be 
taken  to  mean  avoid  and  deny.  That 
can  cause  much  harm  and  distorts 


the  Christian  meaning  of  forgive¬ 
ness.  In  that  sense  at  least  you  can¬ 
not  do  both. 

You  are  a  perceptive  person  to 
have  picked  up  this  distinction  be¬ 
tween  you:  faith  life  and  your  coun¬ 
seling  effort.  Keep  up  the  good  work 
in  both! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


PACE  6 


OCTOBER  9,  1992 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


2019  SIMON  BOLIVAR  AVENUE 
524-1041 


Peoples  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munity  Center  is  located  at  2019  Si¬ 
mon  Bolivar  Avenue,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana.  Peoples  is  the  oldest  In¬ 
stitution  in  the  area  since  1918.  In 
June  1992,  The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  appointed  Rev.  Marva 
L.  Mitchell,  Executive  Director. 
The  Center  provides  quality  Day 
Care  Services  for  children  ages  In- 
fants-5  years  of  age.  Also  Tutorial/ 
Latchkey  for  children  ages  6  thru  13 
years  of  age  after  school  is  provid¬ 
ed. 

We  are  currently  working  on  a 
curriculum  to  fit  the  needs  of  our 


children  and  to  satisfy  our  Parents. 
Peoples  Center  now  uses  the  Learn¬ 
ing  center  concept  which  allows 
children  to  explore  their  environ¬ 
ment  inside  and  out,  encourages 
them  to  ask  questions  and  chal¬ 
lenges  their  young  minds.  Qualified 
staff  persons  care  for  and  educate 
our  children.  We  believe  in  working 
with  the  total  child,  and  so  we  be¬ 
come  involved  with  their  families. 
We  try  to  stimulate  our  children 
emotionally,  physically,  socially, 
mentally,  spiritually  and  morally. 

Our  fees  charged  are  $32.00 
weekly  for  Infants  to  2  years  of  age. 
$30.00  weekly  for  apes  Tutorial 
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NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA  70113 

524-9495 


pays  only  $15.00  for  3  hours  daily 
Monday  thru  Friday  for  tutoring. 
The  children  are  being  tutored  in 
the  basic  subjects  which  include 
Reading/Comprehension  Arithme¬ 
tic/Math  and  Writing. 

Peoples  is  located  in  an  economi¬ 
cally  depressed  area  and  is  predom¬ 
inantly  Afro-American.  The 
medium  family  income  falls  below 
the  poverty  guidelines  established 
by  The  Federal  Government. 

Peoples  is  a  United  Way  Agency 
and  receives  funds  to  help  subsidize 
our  program.  It  also  receives  fund¬ 


ing  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Conference,  groups 
and  private  donations  of  financial 
support,  volunteer  and  manual  la¬ 
bor.  In  recent  months  two  New  Or¬ 
leans  United  Methodist  churches 
have  shown  a  special  interest  in  our 
needs  namely  Munholland  in  Me¬ 
tairie,  Louisiana  and  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  also  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  at  Munholland. 

Peoples  is  in  dire  need  of  addi¬ 
tional  help  in  order  to  be  able  to 
continue  serving  the  Central  City 
Area. 


Methodist  Hospital,  Good  Samaritan  Fund 

Assist  Health  Care  Needs 


Helping  people  in  times  of  dis¬ 
tress  is  an  important  part  of  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
the  only  Methodist  health  care  facil¬ 
ity  in  the  state,  Methodist  Hospital, 
through  the  Department  of  Pastoral 
Care,  carries  the  ministry  of  caring 
to  those  in  need  through  your  dona¬ 
tion  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund. 

Your  contribution  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund  offers  financial  as¬ 
sistance  to  those  in  need.  “Every 
penny  goes  to  financial  assistance,” 
said  Chaplain  Durbin,  Director  of 
the  Department  of  Pastoral  Care, 
“for  those  eligible  for  aid  —  even 
residents  outside  the  New  Orleans 
area.  However,  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  offers  partial  assistance  only, 
and  rarely  pays  the  total  amount  of 
charges  for  medical  services.” 

Chaplain  Durbin  recalled  an  el¬ 
derly  man  who  needed  assistance. 
"He  was  like  one  of  the  ten  lepers  in 
the  Bible,”  he  said.  “When  the  man 


was  able  he  expressed  his  gratitude 
to  Jesus  by  donating  to  the  Fund  so 
that  others  would  be  helped.” 
“Through  meeting  the  spiritual 


needs  of  the  patient,  it  has  been 
found  that  a  patient’s  length  of  stay 
has  been  reduced,”  said  Chaplain 
Judy  Nelson. 


“My  spiritual  well-being  has  been 
a  significant  factor  in  my  overall  re¬ 
covery  and  general  health,”  stated 
Mary,  a  patient  who  was  aided  by 


the  Good  Samaritan  Fund  and  the 
Department  of  Pastoral  Care. 
“Chaplain  Durbin  and  Chaplain 
Nelson  have  helped  me  —  and  my 


family  —  get  through  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  period.  I  will  never  forget  what 
they  have  done  for  us  through  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund.” 

There  are  other  stories,  equally 
moving,  about  people  who  had  no¬ 
where  to  turn,  until  they  found  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund,  evidence  of 
Christ’s  love  on  earth  —  A  young 
girl  could  not  have  had  an  appen¬ 
dectomy  without  assistance.  With¬ 
out  surgery,  many  complications 
could  have  risen;  or  the  elderly 
woman  whose  health  prohibited  her 
from  working.  Being  55,  she  did  not 
qualify  for  Medicare.  She  turned  for 
help  to  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
at  Methodist  Hospital  for  assis¬ 
tance. 

Chaplain  Durbin  said,  “Your  gift 
to  the  Fund,  whether  large  or  small, 
will  enable  Methodist  Hospital  to 
fulfill  its  mission  to  help  those  in 
need.  Your  gift  will  touch  the  lives 
of  many,  and  thanks  to  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund,  we  are  able  to  help 
them.” 


Chaplain  Judy  Nelson 


The  Lafon  Home 
Making  Progress  — 
Making  A  Difference! 


For  more  than  120  years,  Lafon  Methodist  Home  has  fulfilled  a  ministry 
of  the  church.  Throughout  this  time  there  has  been  a  total  commitment  to 
provide  excellent  health  care  for  the  elderly.  This  care  encompasses  meet¬ 
ing  the  spiritual,  medical,  social,  and  psychological  needs  based  upon  each 
resident’s  individual  needs. 


4021  Cadillac  Street 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70122 
(504)288-2314 

Edward  J.  Lang,  Administrator 
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Laity  Sunday,  Oct.  18 

What  Does  God  Call  You  To  Do? 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  direclor-edilor 
Dotty  Bagbey,  associate  editor 
Judy  Brewer,  assistant  editor  of  supplements 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

OCTOBER  16,  1992 


“We  Are  Called  to  Life  in  God’s 
Service”  is  the  theme  for  Laity  Sun¬ 
day  to  be  observed  in  churches  on 
Oct.  18. 

Lay  women,  men  and  children 
may  sense  a  calling  through  the  con¬ 
science,  a  tug  of  the  heart  or  a  con¬ 
viction  that  he  is  or  she  is  being  led 
by  God  to  something  that  is  eternal. 

Lay  persons  may  seek  to  know 
what  it  means  to  be  a  disciple  of 
Christ,  to  be  attentive  to  the  Holy 
Spirit.  The  calling  may  arise  from 
some  human  need  as  it  has  during 


Pastors 

Do 

Give! 


Bishop  \ 

Oden 


I  have  received  several  letters  from  clergy  and  laity  across  Louisiana 
in  response  to  a  recent  “Dear  Deborah”  column  in  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  The  column  was  an  answer  to  a  letter  to  Deborah  from  a  finan¬ 
cial  secretary  in  a  small  church  who  was  bothered  by  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  pastors  who  served  her  church  did  not  give  to  the  church.  She 
asked,  “How  can  they  preach  giving  from  the  pulpit  but  fail  to  practice 
it?” 

Deborah  responded  by  1)  noting  that  the  secretary  did  not  say  her 
church  was  United  Methodist,  2)  noting  that  giving  is  a  response  to  God 
and  some  Christians  support  charitable  causes  outside  the  local  church, 
and  3)  writing,  “No  one  is  perfect  and  it  is  unrealistic  to  expect  pastors 
to  do  any  better  than  other  Christians  in  the  matter  of  giving.” 

Deborah,  you  missed  the  mark  and  I  believe  your  answer  was  both 
wrong  and  unfaithful  to  the  Gospel!  Usually,  I  appreciate  your  answers 
to  readers’  questions.  This  one  —  NOT! 

I  would  have  answered  “Troubled  Secretary”  as  follows: 

■  Faithful  Christians,  including  pastors,  will  give  sacrificially  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  financial  resources  to  the  local  church  of  which  they  are 
members.  Stewardship  is  lifestyle.  It  includes  priority  setting.  It  is  the 
church’s  task  —  as  the  body  of  Christ  —  to  seek  the  lost,  to  care  for  per¬ 
sons,  to  care  for  the  good  earth.  The  congregation  in  which  I  worship, 
serve  and  I  am  nurtured  is  the  base  of  my  giving! 

■  Every  faithful  Christian,  including  pastors,  will  give  proportionate¬ 
ly.  It  may  begin  with  5  per  cent  of  net  income  or  10  per  cent  of  gross. 
God  is  not  a  celestial  accountant.  But  the  tithe  —  10  per  cent  of  income 
—  is  biblical  and  a  fair  standard,  not  as  a  requirement  but  as  a  response 
to  God’s  saving  love. 

■  Church  members,  including  pastors,  who  do  not  give  joyfully  and 
sacrificially  to  their  local  churches  are  denying  their  faith  and  witness¬ 
ing  to  their  unbelief.  Read  the  story  of  Annanias  and  Sapphira  in  the 
book  of  Acts  (5:1-11).  The  whole  point:  It  is  unfaithful  to  withhold  from 
God,  through  the  community  of  faith,  what  belongs  to  God. 

Finally,  thank  God,  I  have  found  most  United  Methodist  pastors  to  be 
faithful,  generous  stewards  who  sacrificially  lead  their  congregations  in 
giving. 


Music  Reading  Clinic  Set  Oct  1 7 


Louisiana  Fellowship  of  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts  will  sponsor  a 
music  reading  clinic  Saturday,  Oct. 
17,  at  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  Su¬ 
zanne  Cate  reports.  The  registration 
fee  of  $25  will  cover  lunch  and  mu¬ 
sic  packets. 

From  9  to  10  a.m.  participants 
will  register  and  see  merchandise 
displays.  Sessions  will  begin  at  10 
a.m.  and  the  clinic  will  conclude  at 
3:50  p.m. 

Leaders  will  be  Jesse  Newcomer 


On  Disability  Awareness  Sunday  We  Ask 
'Do  Our  Churches  Minister  to  Everyone?' 

Persons  with  handicapping  conditions  in  our  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities  will  be  remembered  at  worship  services  on  Oct.  18,  Disability 
Awareness  Sunday  (or  Access  Sunday),  when  the  worship  liturgy  will 
be  designed  to  promote  awareness  of  their  needs. 

Sarabeth  Atkins,  chair  of  the  Conference  committee  on  Persons  With 
Handicapping  Conditions,  reminds  us  that  there  are  many  kinds  of 
handicaps.  We  should  be  sensitive  about  providing  facilities  in  our 
churches  and  communities  that  promote  inclusiveness  and  accessibility. 

The  church  should  minister  to  those  who  are  impaired  of  sight,  hear¬ 
ing,  mobility  and  those  who  are  mentally  and  emotionally  handi¬ 
capped,  Atkins  stressed. 

She  is  pleased  that  Louisiana  churches  are  making  improvements  in 
the  way  they  serve  handicapped  persons,  adding  that  many  people  are 
caring  and  want  to  help.  Atkins  mentioned  some  ways  churches  can 
minister  to  needs: 

■  Pews  should  be  marked  to  indicate  which  ones  have  equipment 
designed  to  help  hearing  impaired  persons  better  participate  in  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

■  Sunday  school  classes  and  other  groups  should  strive  to  see  that  all 
members  can  hear  and  see  audio  and  videos  recordings  and  speakers. 

■  There  should  be  classes  for  persons  with  minimum  retardation 
and  emotional  problems. 

■  Churches  should  provide  rest  room  facilities  and  parking  areas  for 
handicapped  persons. 

■  Buildings  should  be  marked  in  braille  for  the  sightless. 

■  An  area  cut  out  in  the  pew  section  of  the  sanctuary  for  wheelchairs 
keeps  occupants  from  being  placed  in  conspicuous  spots.  Having 
wheelchairs  available  is  convenient  and  illustrates  a  caring  attitude. 

■  Churches  should  strive  for  total  accessibility  on  ground  floors  by 
providing  ramps;  elevators  should  be  provided  for  upper  floors. 

■  Handrails  and  adequate  lighting  should  be  provided  in  hallways. 

The  American  Disability  Act  mandates  that  all  public  buildings,  in¬ 
cluding  churches,  be  made  accessible  for  handicapped  persons,  Atkins 
said.  She  has  provided  each  district  superintendent  with  a  book  of  in¬ 
structions  to  help  them  assist  churches  to  become  more  accessible. 

She  is  pleased  that  many  ministers  and  other  church  leaders  have 
called  her  to  check  these  points  when  making  church  additions. 
Church  members  are  often  advocates  for  the  handicapped  in  the 
church  and  elsewhere. 


Louisiana  Conference  Center  Project 
Moves  Forward  With  Land  Clearing 


of  the  host  church  and  Myma  Keast 
of  First  UMC,  Blanchard,  adult 
choirs;  Sarah  Lynn  Baird,  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  youth;  Libby 
Rogers,  First  UMC,  Shreveport, 
children,  and  Madeline  Woodland, 
Monroe,  handbells. 

To  register  call  Gale  Myer,  (318) 
640-9024  (church  office)  or  (318) 
765-9361  (home).  The  fee  may  be 
paid  at  the  door  but  persons  are 
urged  to  call  ahead  so  plans  can  be 
made  for  lunch. 


Land  is  being  cleared  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  building  construction  and  a 
38-acre  lake  is  being  dug  as  the 
Conference  Center  project  near 
Woodward  moves  forward,  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  project  coordi¬ 
nator,  said. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  Center,  whose  chair 
is  Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  authorized  the 
renting  of  a  bulldozer  to  clear  the 
property  and  the  area  for  the  lake. 

Operating  Machinery 

Operating  the  heavy  machinery  to 
do  the  land  clearing  are  the  Rev.  Jar¬ 
rell  Morgan,  pastor  of  Glenmora 
UMC,  and  the  Rev.  Don  Morgan, 
pastor  St.  Joseph-Waterproof-Wesley 
Charge,  assisted  by  lay  persons  from 
churches  in  the  Alexandria  area. 

The  building  of  the  road  bed  was 
done  by  T.  L.  James  Co.  with  the 
work  being  directed  by  Tommy 
James,  lay  person  in  Trinity  UMC, 
Ruston.  Rapides  Parish  prisoners 
assisted  in  clearing  out  tree  roots 
and  debris. 

The  Conference  Center  is  to  be 
located  on  400  acres  of  forest  south 
of  Alexandria. 

Campaign  Postponed 

Due  to  hurricane  relief  efforts 
which  continue  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  the  center’s  Board  of 
Trustees  has  temporarily  postponed 
the  Conference-wide  campaign  to 
finance  the  center.  The  financial 
drive  was  approved  by  the  Annual 
Conference  in  June. 

“To  all  who  have  volunteered  to 
serve  on  committees  for  the  finan¬ 
cial  campaiguMhanks,”  Williamson 
said.  “Due  to  the  postponement, 
these  committees  will  not  be  acti¬ 
vated  until  early  1993  when  the 
campaign  will  begin.” 

Williamson  said  the  board  is  in¬ 
terviewing  financial  consultants 
and  will  select  one  to  direct  the 
campaign. 

Barbecue  Planned 

Plans  are  also  being  made  for  a 
Conference-wide  barbecue  outing 
to  let  members  see  the  property 
where  the  center  will  be  built.  Next 
step  in  the  project  will  be  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  dam. 

Working  with  Matheny  and  Wil¬ 
liamson  on  the  leadership  of  the 
board  are  Dr.  Don  Avery,  vice  chair¬ 
man,  and  Vera  Packer,  secretary. 

When  completed,  the  facility  will 
be  used  for  Conference  program¬ 
ming  for  training  Conference  lead¬ 
ership  and  Conference  experiences 
in  worship,  study,  recreation  and 
fellowship. 

Crusade  Rally 
Set  in  Monroe 

Monroe  District  of  which  Dr. 
Phil  Woodland  is  superintendent  is 
conducting  a 
“Claim  the  Pow¬ 
er”  Crusade 
which  has  result¬ 
ed  in  Bible  stud- 
Dies,  prayer,  fel- 
1  lowship,  worship 
and  projects  in  the  churches  of  the 
district. 

Members  and  others  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  state  will  gather 
Sunday,  Oct.  18,  at  5  p.m.  in  the 
Monroe  Civic  Center  auditorium 
for  a  huge  "Claim  the  Power”  Cru¬ 
sade  Service. 

Guest  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Harold 
Bales,  director,  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries,  Western  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Conference,  UMC.  A  200-plus 
voice  choir  will  sing  and  a  special 
Crusade  orchestra  will  play. 

Bales  also  will  lead  pastors  and 
laity  in  a  retreat  on  "Evangelism” 
Saturday  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  in 
Rayville  UMC. 

Churches  have  been  asked  to  re¬ 
new  the  presence  and  power  of 
Christ  in  their  lives.  Woodland  said 
churches  have  been  linked  as  prayer 
partners  for  six  weeks  of  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  Crusade.  Billboards, 
newspaper  articles,  TV  ads  and 
bumper  stickers  have  been  used  to 
promote  the  event. 


The  Rev.  Don  Morgan,  LEFT  and  the  Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan,  two  UM 
preachers,  are  clearing  the  grounds  and  digging  a  lake. 
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A  road  has  been  built  on  the  property. 

Dr.  Sartin  Named  Professor  of  Year 


Dr.  Austin  Sartin,  Woolf  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Geology  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport,  has  been  named  the 
1992  Louisiana  Professor  of  the 
Year.  The  announcement  was  made 
by  CASE,  the  Council  for  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  and  Support  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  an  international  association  of 
colleges,  universities  and  indepen¬ 
dent  schools. 

He  was  selected  from  among  1 1 
nominees  from  eight  institutions  in 
the  state. 

A  1959  graduate  of  Centenary, 
Sartin  has  been  a  member  of  the 
faculty  since  1985.  During  his  ten¬ 
ure  as  department  head  the  Depart¬ 


ment  of  Geology  and  Geography 
has  had  the  highest  number  of  geol¬ 
ogy  majors  in  the  college's  history. 
He  has  instituted  a  new  Geological 
Resource  Management  Degree,  a 
new  master’s  degree  program,  an 
earth  science  certification  program 
for  public  school  teachers  and  an 
earth  sciences  certification  program 
at  the  graduate  level. 

Research  and  scholarship  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  undergraduate  students 
have  increased.  The  department  has 
developed  the  first  biennial  student 
research  symposium  to  be  held  at 
the  national  meeting  of  the  Geologi¬ 
cal  Society  of  America. 


Hurricane  Andrew  relief  work  and 
the  Food  Lift  to  Russia. 

Since  the  emphasis  is  on  “life  in 
God’s  service”  individuals  in  the  la¬ 
ity  are  invited  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  to  think  about: 

■  Your  Christian  vocation.  What 
is  the  purpose  of  your  life  and  for 
the  world?  What  would  the  Lord 
have  you  be  and  do?  How  do  you 
believe  God  is  calling  you  to  use 
your  time,  talent  and  resources  to 
make  your  community  a  better 
place  or  to  help  someone  face  a 
problem? 

■  Being  called  to  life  in  God’s  ser¬ 
vice.  Life  at  its  best  is  lived  in  rela- 
tionship  with  God  and  our 
neighbors.  Our  Biblical  mandate  is 
to  serve  God  and  others.  Reflect 
about  whether  you  love  God  with 
all  your  heart,  mind,  soul  and 
strength,  and  your  neighbor  as 
yourself. 

■  Being  an  agent  of  transforma¬ 
tion.  God  is  continually  creating 
and  transforming  our  lives  and  the 
world.  Think  about  ways  in  which 
you  would  like  to  see  your  life  trans¬ 
formed.  Think  how  you  can  become 
a  co-worker  with  God  in  helping  to 
transform  some  part  of  our  world  to 
make  it  better. 

■  Reaching  out  to  others.  Many 
caring  people  have  reached  out  to 
help  you  on  your  Christian  pilgrim¬ 
age.  You  are  called  to  help  others. 
What  does  it  mean  to  accept  people 
as  they  are,  to  invite  them  into  the 
community  of  faith,  to  help  them 
relate  their  lives  to  God  and  to  grow 
in  Christian  discipleship?  Think  of 
someone  to  whom  you  can  reach 
out  and  extend  that  kind  of  helping 
hand. 

Bethany  UMC 
Will  Observe 
35th  Year 

Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans,  is 
approaching  a  milestone  in  its  his¬ 
tory.  During  the  week  of  Oct.  18 
through  25, 
they  will  ob¬ 
serve  the  35th 
Heritage  Cele¬ 
bration.  "We 
have  planned  a 
full  week  of  ac¬ 
tivities  to  cele¬ 
brate  our  past, 
present  and  fu¬ 
ture,”  the  Rev.  Rev.  Kenneth  M. 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

Fisher,  pastor,  said. 

Dr.  Marilyn  Ray,  general  chair¬ 
person,  said,  “The  theme  ‘Celebrat¬ 
ing  Many  Gifts  . . .  One  Spirit,’ 
reflects  our  goal  of  inclusiveness 
and  brotherly  love.” 

The  Rev.  Helena  Wright-Butler 
will  preach  Tuesday,  Oct.  20,  at  7 
p.m.  and  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
is  to  present  the  sermon  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  25,  at  the  8  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m. 
worship  services. 

Other  scheduled  events,  all  at  7 
p.m.,  include:  Ecumenical  Services, 
featuring  Singing  Ministers,  Oct. 
21;  Candlelight  Service,  with  for¬ 
mer  pastors  participating,  Oct.  22; 
Gospel  Night  with  guest  choirs, 
Oct.  23,  and  Banquet  and  Fashion 
Extravaganza,  Oct.  24.  The  latter 
event  will  be  in  Clarion  Hotel. 

A  music  workshop,  directed  by 
the  Rev.  John  D.  V.  Hamilton  Jr., 
pastor  of  Grace  UMC,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  was  held  Oct.  10.  The  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  introduce  choirs  and 
members  of  local  congregations  to 
contemporary  Christian  music  and 
the  non-traditional  songs  in  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Churches  Host  Fest 

Dr.  Henry  Blount  will  be  the 
speaker  for  the  Fall  Faith  Fest,  a 
spiritual  gathering  for  the  Shreve¬ 
port  area. 

Hosts  will  be:  Momingside  UMC, 
Oct.  18;  Cedar  Grove  UMC.  Oct. 

19,  and  Caddo  Heights  UMC.  Oct. 

20.  A  complimentary  dinner  will  be 
served  each  day  at  6  p.m.  and  wor¬ 
ship  will  be  at  7  p.m. 

'Get  A  Life!'  In  Church 

“Get  A  Life!”  proclaimed  news¬ 
paper  ads  announcing  the  new  wor¬ 
ship  service  aimed  at  young  adults. 
The  service  will  be  added  by 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  John  R. 
Johns. On  Sunday,  Oct.  18,  at  6:30 
p.m.,  the  church  will  begin  the  new 
service  that  will  feature  more  mu¬ 
sic,  informality  and  less  liturgy. 

Research  indicates  that  most  peo¬ 
ple  living  within  a  five  mile  radius 
of  the  church  are  young  adults  in 
their  twenties  and  early  thirties, 
Johns  said. 

Young  adult  committees  within 
the  church  and  outside  consultants 
have  helped  with  strategy  “and 
we’ve  prayed  for  God’s  leadership,” 
the  minister  added. 
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Xenophobia:  Sin  at  work 


A  recent  statement  by  European 
church  leaders  denouncing  "xeno¬ 
phobia,”  the  fear  and  hatred  of 
strangers,  merits  widespread  notice 
(see  text  of  statement  at  right). 

The  statement  stems  from  an 
alarming  increase  of  violence 
throughout  Western  Europe  against 
growing  numbers  of  political  and 
economic  refugees. 

Some  are  fleeing  civil  war,  most 
notably  in  former  Yugoslavia.  Oth¬ 
ers  are,  seeking  employment  and  a 
better  life  than  that  offered  in  their 
own  countries  following  commu¬ 
nism’s  chaotic  demise. 

Whatever  the  reason  for  the  influx 
of  "strangers”  and  their  mistreatment 
within  the  borders  of  Western  Eu¬ 
rope,  they  are  not  alone,  as  witness: 

■f  Koreans  who  live  in  Japan  are, 
according  to  recent  news  reports, 
objects  of  discrimination  and  mis¬ 
treatment  as  second-class  citizens. 

f  Many  Haitians  attempting  to 
flee  deplorable  conditions  at  home 
face  deportation  or  imprisonment 
when  they  seek  safety  in  the  U.S. 

•f  South  African  blacks  continue 
to  be  treated  as  strangers  within 
their  own  country,  too  often  as  ob¬ 
jects  of  violence,  as  efforts  falter 
there  to  end  white  minority  rule. 

The  list  goes  on.  Not  the  least  of 
its  number  are  countless  incidents, 
some  reported,  some  not,  of  vio¬ 


lence  toward  or  mistreatment  of 
others  merely  because  they  are  “dif¬ 
ferent” — racially,  ethnically  or  sex¬ 
ually — from  the  majority. 

In  all  likelihood,  you’ve  heard  of  at 
least  one  such  incident  in  your  own 
area  within  the  not-so-distant  past. 

We  as  Christians,  if  we  are  to  be 
faithful  to  our  calling,  have  no 
choice  in  this  matter.  We  must 
speak  out  in  word  and  deed  against 
such  violations  of  the  law  of  love. 

The  Bible  views  the  sin  of  inhos¬ 
pitality — theological  language  for 
"xenophobia” — as  particularly  de¬ 
plorable  (see  Malachi  3:5).  Con¬ 
versely,  both  Old  and  New 
Testaments  call  for  strangers  to  be 
treated  with  compassion  (see  Exo¬ 
dus  22:2 1  and  Romans  12:13). 

We  endorse  the  European  church 
leaders  call  for  "signs  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion”  in  the  treatment  of  strangers 
in  our  midst,  at  home  or  far  away. 

Such  signs  may  include  efforts  to 
get  acquainted  with  those  regarded 
as  “different”  by  exchanging  visits, 
eating  a  meal  together  or  having  oth¬ 
er  similar  face-to-face  encounters. 

Critical  for  us  as  Christians  are 
not  merely  the  encounters  them¬ 
selves  but  the  life-changing,  planet¬ 
saving  witness  they  make  to  others: 

All  who  live  under  the  rule  of 
God  "are  no  longer  strangers  and 
aliens”  (Ephesians  2:19). 


Celebrating  our  higher  ed  'seeds' 


A  recent  “U.S.  News  &  World 
Report”  magazine  annual  ranking 
of  top  American  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  gives  United  Methodists 
cause  to  celebrate! 

No  fewer  than  14  of  our  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  education  were  listed 
by  the  magazine  (see  UMR,  Oct.  9). 

Our  church  and  its  predecessor 
bodies  have  a  rich  tradition  of  sup¬ 
port  for  higher  education  dating  to 
the  early  years  of  both  our  nation 
and  our  church. 

That  tradition  not  only  continues 
but  is  being  expanded  in  our  own 
time.  Witness  our  church’s  pioneer¬ 
ing  efforts  to  found  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty,  which  opened  its  doors  just  this 
spring  in  Zimbabwe. 

Who  knows?  It’s  not  far-fetched 
to  think  that  a  future  listing  of  top 


universities  in  Africa,  perhaps  even 
the  world,  might  include  this  fledg¬ 
ling  institution. 

Our  history  of  involvement  with 
higher  education  shows  that 
“mighty  oaks”  can  indeed  sprout 
from  small  “acorns.” 

Or,  as  Saint  Paul  reminded  us, 
“as  we  sow,  so  shall  we  reap.” 

The  “U.S.  News  &  World  Re¬ 
port”  ranking  confirms  that,  in  at 
least  one  respect — our  support  of 
higher  learning — United  Method¬ 
ists  have  sown  deeply  and  well. 

We  should  continue  our  history 
of  planting  for  the  future  education¬ 
al  needs  of  our  nation  and  world. 
One  way  to  do  so:  Give  generously 
to  Student  Day  and  other  special  of¬ 
ferings  that  support  our  church-re¬ 
lated  colleges  and  universities. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Let  the  servant  image  be  the 
stretching  image  toward  which  we 
move  . . .  remember,  God  can  use 
even  faltering,  leaking,  imperfect 
cracked  pots  for  the  pouring  out  of 
the  Gospel.” 

— Bishop  Judith  Craig,  speaking  to 
the  West  Ohio  conference. 

*  *  * 

“As  a  model  for  tolerant  coexis¬ 
tence,  political  and  religious  plural¬ 
ism  offer  the  best  guarantee  against 


totalitarianism.” 

— Statement  from  the  recent  "Free¬ 
dom  of  Conscience”  conference  held 
in  Tirana,  Albania. 


“Life-changing  ministry  with  hurt¬ 
ing  and  abused  people  is  impossible 
outside  of  the  context  of  community.” 

— Keith  Wasserman,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Good  Works  Inc.,  an  Ath¬ 
ens,  Ohio  ministry  to  the  homeless. 


'Love  the  stranger  as  ourselves ' 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  Church  leaders  from  three  central  conferences  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Europe,  the  British  Methodist  confer¬ 
ence  and  the  Irish  Methodist  conference  recently  issued  the  following 
statement  on  growing  hostility  toward  foreigners  in  Europe. 

Meeting  in  September  1992  in  Germany  as  the  Committee  of 
European  Methodist  Representatives  we  are  moved  by  the  situation  of 
foreigners  among  us. 

We  are  struck  by  the  news  about  violent  hostility  against  the  hostels 
for  asylum-seekers  and  refugees. 

We  know  that  this  is  not  only  a  German  problem.  Xenophobia  and 
hatred  against  foreigners  dwell  beneath  the  surface  in  many  of  our 
countries.  When,  in  a  period  of  economic  distress,  there  are  rapid  and 
large-scale  movements  of  people  throughout  Europe,  these  feelings 
may  readily  be  expressed. 

We  are  impressed  to  hear  from  Christian  people,  including 
Methodists,  who  in  East  German  cities  walked  with  lighted  candles 
between  the  lines  of  opposing  demonstrators,  to  make  peace  and  to 
witness  to  peace. 

Therefore  we  invite  Methodist  people  in  all  European  countries  to 
remember  the  biblical  commandment  "to  love  the  alien  as  ourselves" 
(Leviticus  19:34). 

We  encourage  them  to  witness  in  their  local  communities  to  this  love 
for  the  foreigner  among  us,  through  signs  of  reconciliation  and  friendly 
welcome. 

Let  us  also  try  to  find  the  roots  of  this  hostility.  We  can  examine 
what  is  in  the  hearts  of  people  who  practice  violence,  and  in  our  own 
hearts.  We  believe  that  the  Gospel  has  the  power  to  heal  the  deep 
anxiety  and  insecurity  which  contribute  to  hate  and  contempt;  and  the 
Gospel  encourages  us  to  find  creative  ways  of  addressing  the  social, 
political  and  economic  aspects  of  these  outbreaks  of  violence  and 
destruction. 

We  invite  the  people  called  Methodists  to  pray  for  one  another,  for 
the  victims  of  violence,  for  the  perpetrators  of  violence,  for  politicians 
and  for  those  who  are  responsible  for  security  and  order.  Let  us  also 
pray  for  those  regions  in  Europe  and  in  the  world,  where  war  and 
poverty  force  people  to  leave  their  homes. 

We  encourage  one  another  to  develop  and  to  share  the  vision  of  a 
Europe  where  people  who  are  in  need  will  find  every  possible  help 
whoever  they  are,  and  where  people  of  different  cultural  backgrounds 
can  learn  to  live  together  in  harmony  and  peace  and  to  recognize  one 
another  without  being  anxious  about  losing  their  own  identity. 


A  recent  statement  by  European  church  leaders  called  on 
Christians  to  pray  for  all  regions  of  the  world  where  people, 
such  as  this  Salvadoran  woman  and  child,  are  forced  to  leave 
their  homes.  Christians  have  no  choice  in  this  matter:  We  must 
speak  out  against  mistreatment  of  “strangers." 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Is  problem 

It  may  well  be  that  objections  to 
the  use  of  masculine  terms  for  God 
grows  from  the  irresponsibility  of 
young  fathers  and  husbands  who 
abandon  their  families,  rape  their 
daughters  and  physically  abuse  and 
murder  their  wives. 

No  such  victim  would  wish  to  call 
God  “Father.”  A  study  by  William 
Justice  demonstrated  conclusively 
that  the  nature  of  one’s  earthly  fa¬ 
ther  had  great  impact  on  one’s  doc¬ 
trine  of  God. 

Jesus  may  have  called  God  Fa¬ 
ther,  Abba,  Daddy,  the  most  inti¬ 
mate  Jewish  term  of  His  time, 
because  fathers  were  much  more 
godly  in  His  day.  It  certainly  speaks 
well  for  Joseph,  His  earthly  father. 

Perhaps  we  must  give  up  male 
terms  for  God  until  the  church  can 
rise  again  to  its  calling  and  win 


with  'male'  God  rooted  in  abuse? 


young  male  disciples  to  Christ  to 
nurture  them  into  God’s  likeness. 

When  men  give  women  justice,  se¬ 
curity  and  tenderness,  and  when  both 
men  and  women  again  relate  well  and 
meet  each  others'  needs,  physically, 
spiritually  and  emotionally,  these  ob¬ 
jections  will  probably  vanish. 

Then,  perhaps,  we  should  ignore 
such  minor  symptoms  of  such  an 
awesome  evil  and  deal  with  the  foun¬ 
dational  dilemma  of  just,  loving 
healthy  male-female  relationships. 
Robert  L.  Irwin 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina 

Youth  witness  affirmed 

On  Sept.  16  I  was  taking  pictures 
of  our  flagpole  devotional  rally  at 
Kellyville,  Oklahoma  High  School. 
About  1 50  kids  were  there,  includ¬ 
ing  four  from  our  little  youth  group. 


It  was  impressive  to  hear  from  all 
over  the  area  of  these  and  how  they 
were  commended  on  television  for 
this  earnest  grassroots  expression  of 
their  faith.  Some  saw  it  as  a  quiet 
protest  of  the  Supreme  Court  ruling 
that  has  effectively  removed  God 
from  a  place  in  our  U.S.  classrooms. 

I  am  glad  that  our  youth  are  ris¬ 
ing  up  to  express  their  faith,  even  in 
such  an  event  as  clustering  around 
the  school  flag  pole  before  classes  to 
express  their  faith.  I  believe  they 
sense  that  the  Founding  Fathers 
were  declaring  freedom  for,  not 
from,  God-centered  religion,  only 
not  through  a  “state  church.” 

Larry  Eisenberg 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Searching  for  new  ideas 

The  Lebanon/Reading  District 


(Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference) 
Committee  on  Superintendency  is 
seeking  information  from  through¬ 
out  the  jurisdictions  in  North 
America  regarding  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  their  district  su¬ 
perintendents. 

Are  any  new  and  innovative  ap¬ 
proaches  being  used?  Has  any  district 
been  able  to  break  with  tradition  and 
give  their  district  superintendent  a 
new  “job  description?” 

We  are  searching  for  new  ideas 
and  would  welcome  any  correspon¬ 
dence  regarding  district  superinten¬ 
dents  being  involved  in  new  and 
different  approaches  to  their  jobs. 

Please  send  comments  to:  Hank 
Hershey,  8  Meadow  Lane,  Kutz- 
town,  Pa.,  19530. 

Hank  Hershey 
Kutztown,  Pennsylvania 


Faithfully  yours 


Old  man's  words  make  history,  change  my  life 


Sometimes  you  just  know  you’re 
watching  history  being  made. 

I  had  that  reve¬ 
lation  recently  in 
Varna,  Bulgaria.  1 
was  invited  to  a 
press  conference 
for  Bulgarian  jour¬ 
nalists  to  interview  ^ 
representatives  of 
the  World  Meth-  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
odist  Council  executive  committee, 
which  met  that  week  in  the  Black 
Sea  resort  town. 

I  was  so  overwhelmed  by  what  I 
saw  that  it  was  all  I  could  do  to  keep 
from  rubbing  my  eyes  in  astonish¬ 
ment: 

Journalists  now  work  in  a  country 
that  less  than  two  years  ago  had 
been  a  closed  society.  Religion  has 
become  a  legitimate  news  topic  in  a 
country  that  once  officially  promot¬ 
ed  atheism. 


Astonishing  as  these  things  were, 
the  remarks  of  an  old  man  of  God 
were  what  made  history. 

The  journalists,  through  an  inter¬ 
preter,  asked  several  questions  of 
the  foreign  dignitaries:  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bol- 
leter,  who  supervises  Bulgarian 
United  Methodists;  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  English,  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council;  and  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale,  the  council’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive. 

But  when  they  turned  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov, 
they  received  far  more  than  they 
obviously  expected  from  the  72- 
year-old  superintendent  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bul¬ 
garia,  who  would  be  honored  later 
that  week  with  the  1992  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  (see  UMR, 
Oct.  9). 

With  a  strength  that  belied  his 


frail  body  disabled  by  communist 
prison  beatings,  Mr.  Beslov  gave 
the  journalists  a  10-minute  lesson 
in  faith. 

“Evangelical  denominations  in 
Bulgaria  are  often  unjustly  called 
‘sects,’  ”  he  began,  as  his  stepson, 
Asparuk  Asparukov,  translated  for 
the  visitors'  benefit. 

“A  ‘sect’  is  associated  with  intol¬ 
erance,  a  lack  of  understanding. 
What  appeals  to  a  thinking  person 
is  the  liberal  spirit  which  permeates 
Methodism,  to  quote  our  founder, 
John  Wesley,  ‘to  think  and  to  let 
think.’ 

“Our  spiritual  attraction  is  the 
way  of  life  Methodists  are  famous 
for  leading:  We  have  always  tried  to 
live  out  what  we  preach. 

“I  invite  you  to  develop  an  inter¬ 
est  in  and  become  friends  of  Meth¬ 
odism.” 

At  his  words,  my  eyes  filled  with 
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tears  so  that  my  notes  swam  in  front 
of  me.  My  tears,  I  realize  now,  were 
only  tributaries  of  the  living  stream 
of  Mr.  Beslov’s  faith,  which  he 
poured  out  over  the  gathering  like 
water  released  from  a  dam. 

In  that  moment,  I  knew  that  Bul¬ 
garia  would  never  be  the  same.  The 
country  will  be  changed — just  as  I 
had  been  forever  changed — by  the 
way  Zdravko  Beslov  and  other 
United  Methodists  there  share  their 
faith. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Ms.  Astle  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“But  Peter  said,  ‘I  have  no  silver 
or  gold,  but  I  give  you  what  I  have; 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Nazareth,  walk.’  ” 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Revelation  22:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  18 

Monday:  Psalms  1 19:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  119:137-144 
Wednesday:  Habakkuk  1:1-3,  2:1-4 
Thursday:  Habakkuk  2:18-20 
Friday:  Luke  18:1-8 
Saturday:  2  Timothy  3:1-13 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  3:14-4:5 


GREAT  EVENTS  FOR  1993 

sponsored  by 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  RENEWAL 
SERVICES  FELLOWSHIP 

LEADERSHIP  '93 

February  2-7, 1993,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  Nashville,  Tennessee 

•  CROSS  TO  PENTECOST  CONFERENCE  -  February  2  -  5 

To  train  and  encourage  pastors  and  lay  leaders  to  celebrate  the  season  of 
Pentecost  with  as  much  fervor  as  the  seasons  of  Advent  and  Easter. 

•  MINISTRY  TRAINING  CONFERENCE  -  February  5  -  7 

Equipping  for  "the  work  of  service  to  the  building  up  of  the  body  of 
Christ"  for  those  working  for  renewal  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

ALDERSGATE  '93 

National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
August  4  -  8, 1993,  Sheraton  Denver  Tech  Center,  Denver,  Colorado 

"VISION  BECOMING  REALITY" 
•PRE-CONFERENCE  TRAINING  -  August  4  -5 

Concentrated  and  intense  training  for  anyone  that  is  serious 
about  praying  and  working  for  the  renewal  of  the'church  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

•  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  -  August  5  -  8 

•Exciting  Praise  and  Worship  •  Morning  Bible  Teaching 
•20  Ministry  Workshops  •Special  Children  and  Youth  Programs 
...much,  much  more... 

CELTS  for  both  events  applied  for  through  the  GBOD. 

Please  Send  The  Following  Information: 

□  Leadership  '93  (Registration  discount  effective  until  December  1, 1992) 
Q  Aldersgate  '93  (Registration  discount  effective  until  December  1, 1992) 

Name _ 

Address _ Phone  (  ) _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

Mail  to:  UMRSF  Events  '93  •  P.O.  Box  120157  •  Nashville,  TN  37212-0157 
or  call  (615)  340-7326 

UMRSF  IS  AN  AFFILIATE  OF  THE  GENERAL  BOARD  OF  DISCIPLESHIP 


OCTOBER  16, 1992 
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Faith 


watch 


INTERIM  GOVERNMENT  URGED: 

Church  leaders  including  a  United  Methodist 
bishop  ended  a  recent  six-day  tour  of  South  Af¬ 
rica  by  urging  creation  of  an 
interim  government  as  the 
only  way  to  stem  the  tide  of 
violence  in  that  country. 

The  church  leaders  were 
headed  by  Sir  Paul  Reeves, 
official  Anglican  observer 
at  the  United  Nations  in 
New  York.  The  religious 
leaders  said  creation  of  “an  Bishop  Talbert 
interim  government  of  limited  duration”  would 
give  some  voice  to  that  country’s  black  majority 
as  the  only  way  to  thwart  continual  violence  in 
South  Africa.  Joining  Mr.  Reeves  on  the  five- 
member  tour  group  was  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Melvin  E.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area),  a 
member  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  Cen¬ 
tral  Committee. 


BLANKETS  FOR  REFUGEES:  $1  mil¬ 
lion  worth  of  blankets  will  be  sent  to  the  former 
Yugoslavia  by  Church  World  Service,  relief  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  has  contributed  $50,000  toward  the 
purchase  of  800,000  blankets,  said  Lloyd  Rol¬ 
lins,  UMCOR’s  disaster  response  coordinator. 
UMCOR  has  designated  another  $50,000  for 
relief  work  carried  out  under  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  in  the  war-tom  region 
and  allocated  an  additional  $25,000  to  Church 
World  Service  for  other  types  of  relief  there. 
The  blankets  will  be  distributed  by  UNICEF 
during  its  “Week  of  Tranquility  for  Children,” 
which  begins  Nov.  1,  and  will  be  given  to  Mus¬ 
lims,  Serbs,  Croats  and  others  regardless  of  reli¬ 
gion  or  ethnic  origin. 

TRADE  TALKS  QUESTIONED:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  is  among  50  labor,  environmental, 
farm,  public-interest  and  religious  groups  calling 
for  either  a  substantial  recasting  of  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement  or  rejection  al¬ 
together  by  Congress.  The  trade  agreement  was 
initialed  in  principle  recently  by  heads  of  state  of 
the  United  States,  Mexico  and  Canada.  The 
agreement  would  be  “harmful  to  the  vast  major¬ 
ity  of  the  people  of  the  continent,”  the  dissenting 
groups  said  in  a  statement. 


PUBLISHING  SHORTFALL:  Declining 

denominational  loyalties  and  a  dismal  econo¬ 
my’s  impact  on  local  church  giving  are  partly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  a  $631,000  budget  shortfall  that 
forced  recent  staff  reductions  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  the  agency’s  chief 
executive  officer  told  directors  meeting  in 
Nashville  last  month.  Revenues  of  $86.8  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July  31  were  “vir¬ 
tually  flat”  with  the  previous  year,  said  Robert 
K.  Feaster.  president  and  publisher.  Total  reve¬ 
nue  for  the  agency’s  retail  Cokesbury  chain  was 
$30.4  million,  compared  to  $31.3  million  bud¬ 
geted  for  the  year.  Mail-order  sales  ran  $2.2  mil¬ 
lion  below  projections. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

SOFIA,  Bulgaria — Anna  Bo- 
gardova  was  addressing  her  half- 
dozen  Methodist  guests  around  a 
grimy  table  in  Sofia’s  dilapidated 
airport. 

“You  remember  how,  in  the 
Bible,  Moses  had  to  lead  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  wilderness  40  years  un¬ 
til  all  those  who  had  lived  under 
slavery — who  had  the  slave  men¬ 
tality — died?” 

As  she  spoke,  her  guests  ate  the 
warm  cake  she  had  baked  that 
morning. 

“The  same  is  true  in  Bulgaria,” 
she  continued.  “Some  are  willing 
to  go  back  into  the  security  of 
slavery.  I  only  hope  it  doesn’t 
take  us  40  years  to  get  away  from 
the  slavery  thinking.” 

Uncertain  future 

Mrs.  Bogardova  put  her  finger 
on  one  of  the  biggest  challenges 
facing  her  and  others  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bul¬ 
garia:  Bulgarians’  fear  of  an  un¬ 
certain  future,  demonstrated  by  a 
shaky  government  and  an  unsta¬ 
ble  economy. 

But  Bulgarian  United  Method¬ 
ists’  confidence,  shown  in  their 
efforts  to  spread  the  Gospel  and 
rebuild  a  decimated  church,  dis¬ 
tinguishes  them  from  their  fellow 
Bulgarians. 

United  Methodists  are  some¬ 
thing  of  a  curiosity  in  this  pre¬ 
dominantly  Orthodox  country  of 
about  9  million  people. 

Methodism  came  to  Bulgaria 
1 30  years  ago  with  the  arrival  of 
a  missionary,  Albert  Long,  for 
whom  the  “mother  church”  in 
Sofia  is  named.  Among  his  ac¬ 
complishments,  Dr.  Long  is  cred¬ 
ited  with  helping  translate  the 
Bible  into  modem  Bulgarian. 


First  in  a  series 

Methodism  was  stopped  public¬ 
ly  in  Bulgaria  in  1948  when  com¬ 
munist  forces  imprisoned  dozens 
of  Christian  pastors  and  closed 
churches.  Among  those  captured 
was  the  Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov, 
then  the  newly  appointed  pastor 
of  Dr.  Long  Church.  He  survived 
imprisonment  to  become  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bulgaria  and  this  year 
received  the  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award  (see  UMR,  Oct.  9). 

More  than  four  decades  of  op¬ 
pression,  during  which  the  church 
was  kept  alive  clandestinely  by  a 
faithful  remnant,  eased  in  1990 
when  communism  fell. 

1,000  members  today 

Today  there  are  about  1,000 
Bulgarian  United  Methodists  in 
four  congregations:  One  each  in 
Sofia,  the  nation’s  capital  situated 
in  western  Buglaria;  and  in  Varna, 
Shumen  and  Ruse  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  Ohio-sized  country. 

In  the  past  20  months,  Bulgari¬ 
an  United  Methodists  have  em¬ 
braced  their  new  freedom 
eagerly.  They  now  preach,  teach 
and  worship  openly. 

In  addition,  they  are  attempting 
to  regain  United  Methodist  prop¬ 
erty  seized  by  the  communist  gov¬ 


ernment.  A  recent  transfer  of  a 
girls’  school  and  church  in  Lovech 
was  aided  by  certified  copies  of 
property  deeds  found  in  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  files  in  New  York. 

Gains  and  regeneration  not¬ 
withstanding,  Bulgarian  United 
Methodists  confront  three  major 
obstacles: 

y  Lack  of  trained  church 
workers. 

✓  Limited  financial  resources 
constricted  by  Bulgaria’s  econo¬ 
my,  where  one  American  dollar 
equals  22  Bulgarian  levs,  a  televi¬ 
sion  set  costs  1 1 ,000  levs  and 
pastors  earn  only  a  few  hundred 
levs  each  month. 

/  Mistrust  in  their  society. 

The  last  obstacle  frequently  is 
the  most  difficult. 

Viewed  skeptically 

Bulgarian  United  Methodists 
are  viewed  skeptically  by  their 
society,  which  has  been  taught 
that  religion  is  suspect.  They  are 
also  subject  to  derision  by  the 
Bulgarian  Orthodox  Church, 
which  openly  denounces  non-Or- 
thodox  faiths  as  “sects.” 

Yet  amid  these  challenges  Bul¬ 
garian  United  Methodists  strug¬ 
gle  joyfully. 

Their  remarks  to  visitors  dur¬ 
ing  a  recent  World  Methodist 
Council  executive  committee 
meeting  in  Varna  revealed  how 
the  changed  political  situation 
and  their  re-established  ties  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
have  buoyed  the  Bulgarians. 

“Our  past  was  not  good,”  ac¬ 
knowledged  Superintendent  Bes¬ 
lov.  “But  now  we  are  trying  to 
restore  our  churches  with  our 
brothers  from  far  away  and  to 
gather  our  communities.” 

The  Rev.  Bedros  Altunian, 


REPORTER  STAFF 

VARNA,  Bulgaria — Maia  Altunian,  wife  of  the  pastor,  greets 
visitors  from  the  World  Methodist  Council  for  worship  at  Var¬ 
na  United  Methodist  Church.  The  congregation  meets  in  a 
small  house  near  its  original  sanctuary,  which  was  confiscated 
by  the  communists  and  converted  into  a  puppet  theater  (see 
accompanying  story). 

pastor  of  the  Varna  congregation,  words  from  Psalm  1 24: 
summed  up  Bulgarian  United  “The  snare  has  been  broken 
Methodists’  confidence  with  and  we  have  escaped.” 
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-United  Methodists 
'il  in  Eastern  Europe 


Bulgarian  UMs  struggle  joyfully  to  rebuild 


- [Religious  profile 

85%  Bulgarian  Orthodox 
13%  Muslim 
1%  Jewish 
1%  Roman  Catholic 
1/2%  Protestant  or  other 


'Second-mile'  projects,  new  fund 
designed  to  aid  Bulgarian  churches 


There  are  four  Bulgarian  proj¬ 
ects  of  The  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church,  the  second-mile 
giving  program  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  which 
your  congregation  can  assist  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  Bulgaria. 

In  addition  to  the  construction 
of  a  new  building  for  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  Varna  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story),  these  projects  are: 

✓  Printing  of  theological  and 
evangelization  materials  in  Sofia. 
$10,000  per  year  for  1993-96  is 
being  sought  to  purchase  new 
printing  equipment  for  Christian 
publishing.  Advance  No.  011622- 


ORA. 

y  Renovation  of  Dr.  Long 
United  Methodist  Church,  Sofia. 
$130,000  is  sought  for  the 
"mother  church”  of  Bulgarian 
Methodism,  which  officially  re¬ 
opened  Sept.  26.  Advance  No. 
011623-1AN. 

✓  Scholarships  to  train  candi¬ 
dates  for  pastoral  ministry,  Sofia. 
The  Bulgarian  church  has  only 
four  pastors  and  urgently  needs 
trained  pastors  to  start  churches 
and  to  re-open  ones  closed  under 
communism.  $15,000  per  year 
for  1993-96  is  sought  through 


Advance  No.  011624-2RB. 

In  addition,  a  new  campaign. 
“Fund  Mission  in  Europe,”  in 
which  Bulgarian  United  Method¬ 
ists  share  along  with  United  Meth¬ 
odists  from  24  other  countries,  has 
been  established  by  the  European 
Council  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  fund  is  administered  by 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  (Cen¬ 
tral  and  Southern  Europe  Area). 
Contributions  may  be  sent  via 
annual  conference  treasurers  to 
the  bishop’s  office,  Postfach  469, 
Badenerstrasse  69,  CH-8026  Zu¬ 
rich,  Switzerland. 
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The  Rev.  Bedros  Altunian  dis¬ 
plays  a  model  of  the  proposed 
building  for  Varna  UMC. 


Varna  church  breaks  ground  to  replace  confiscated  building 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VARNA,  Bulgaria — United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  their  spiritual  "cousins” 
from  40  countries  broke  ground  Sept. 
25  for  the  first  new  church  building 
in  Bulgaria  since  communism  fell  in 
1990. 

The  new  $500,000  sanctuary  and 
multipurpose  building  for  the  200- 
member  Varna  Methodist  Church 
marks  a  happy  new  beginning  to  a 
story  that  seemingly  had  ended  in  bit¬ 
ter  confiscation. 

The  Varna  congregation  was 
founded  in  1888.  Its  buildings  were 
seized  by  communists  in  the  1960s, 
and  the  sanctuary  was  converted 
into  a  puppet  theater. 


_ classified _ 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH/EDUCATION  Full-lime 
Tremendous  growth  possibilities.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX  75773, 
(903)  569-5426.  Compensation  negotiable.  Lay, 
clergy,  diaconal  inquiries  welcome. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  sought 
for  growing  congregation.  Degree  and  experience 
desired,  with  emphasis  on  music  education  for 
both  adults  and  children.  Contact:  Mark  Haines, 
P.O.  Box  1729,  Coppell,  TX  75019. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for 

1500-member  congregation.  Adult,  youth  and 
children’s  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Organist 
abilities  required.  Associate  children’s  choir  di¬ 
rector  and  assistant  organist  on  staff.  Must  have 
aggressive  leadership  personality  and  ability  to 
work  with  all  ages.  M.S.M.  or  M.M.  preferred. 
Send  cover  letter,  resume,  and  references  to:  Mu¬ 
sic  Committee,  First  UMC,  201  South  Hill,  El 
Dorado,  AR  71730. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  for  850- 
member  church.  Responsible  for  adult  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  vocal  and  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Dr.  Terry  Anderson,  First 
UMC,  1501  Sycamore,  Clovis,  NM  88101. _ 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  OUTREACH. 
Educational  Ministries  and  Youth.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition.  Experience  required.  Resume  to:  Stafl/ 
Parish  Committee,  Onalaska  UMC,  Box  37,  On- 
alaska,  WI  54650. _ 

ORGANIST  POSITION  OPEN.  St.  Matthew’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  4300  North  Shep¬ 
herd.  Houston.  TX  77018.  45  rank  pipe  organ.  2 
Sunday  morning  services,  Thursday  evening  re¬ 
hearsal.  Send  resume  to:  Mrs.  Polly  Clark,  P.O. 
Box  10026,  Houston,  TX  77206  or  call:  (713) 
697-0671  for  more  information. _ 


After  communism  fell,  the  gov¬ 
ernment  passed  an  “act  of  restitu¬ 
tion”  intended  to  return  confiscated 
property  to  those  who  could  prove 
ownership. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  provid¬ 
ed  the  Varna  congregation  with  a 
certified  copy  of  the  deed  to  the 
sanctuary. 

However,  because  the  sanctuary 
had  been  remodeled  into  a  theater, 
the  Varna  congregation  donated  the 
building  “to  the  children”  of  the 
town  in  1991.  In  exchange,  the  city 
government  gave  the  congregation  a 
100-year  lease  on  lots  in  a  down¬ 
town  park  near  an  art  museum. 
Thus  the  need  to  start  over  with  a 
new  building. 

The  Rev.  Bedros  Altunian,  pastor 
of  the  Varna  church,  said  during  the 
groundbreaking  ceremony  that  the 
congregation  had  been  praying  for  a 
new  home  since  it  publicly  re-opened 
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18  months  earlier  in  a  building 
downtown. 

“After  we  held  our  first  worship 
service,  we  spontaneously  walked  to 
this  very  site  and  prayed  to  God  to 
give  it  to  us  for  our  church,”  he  told 
those  at  the  groundbreaking. 

The  groundbreaking,  he  contin¬ 
ued,  fulfilled  the  Scripture  he  had 
read  during  the  service  that  night,  2 
Chronicles  7:12:  “Then  the  Lord 
appeared  to  Solomon  in  the  night 
and  said  to  him:  ‘I  have  heard  your 
prayer  and  have  chosen  this  place 
for  myself  as  a  house  of  sacrifice.’  ” 

Mr.  Altunian  later  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  through  an  interpreter  that 
the  new  six-story  building  will  in¬ 
clude  a  sanctuary,  classrooms  and  a 
100-seat  dining  hall.  The  dining  hall 
is  needed,  he  explained,  because  the 
fall  of  communism  freed  political 
prisoners  who  now  are  homeless, 
while  the  economy  has  left  many  el¬ 
derly  residents  without  enough 
money  to  feed  themselves. 

In  the  evenings,  the  hall  will  be 
used  for  meetings  of  a  Christian 
young  men’s  group.  Church  members 
hope  to  impart  Christian  faith  and 
values  to  Varna’s  young  men.  Many 
of  them  have  no  jobs  and  some  have 
turned  to  crime. 

The  Vama  church  will  receive  a 
portion  of  its  funding  through  a 
$100,000  grant  from  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  program  of  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  called  The  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Contributions  to  help  build  the 
Varna  church  may  be  directed 
through  annual  conference  treasur¬ 
ers  to  Advance  No.  011621-8AN. 

- CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIF 

VARNA,  Bulgaria — Methodists  from  around  the  world  gather 
to  break  ground  for  the  new  building  for  the  Varna  United 
Methodist  Church.  From  left  are  the  Rev.  Bedros  Altunian,  Var¬ 
na  pastor;  interpreter  Asparuk  Asparukov;  the  Rev.  Donald  En¬ 
glish  of  Great  Britain,  president.  World  Methodist  Council;  the 
Rev.  Zdravko  Beslov,  United  Methodist  superintendent  of  Bul¬ 
garia;  United  Methodist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Area);  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  the  council's 
chief  executive.  At  left,  a  dancer  presents  a  ceremonial  wel¬ 
come  of  bread  and  spices  during  the  World  Methodist  Council 
meeting  in  Varna. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

MEDICAL  ALERT:  United  Methodists  in 
Burundi  are  appealing  for  international  assis¬ 
tance  during  an  epidemic  of  meningitis  and  dys¬ 
entery.  According  to  a  letter  from  United 
Methodist  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  to  the 
church's  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  epidemic  has  reached  11  of  1 5  provinces  in 
the  Central  African  country.  Impure  water  has 
been  blamed  in  the  deaths  of  at  least  2 1 3  peo¬ 
ple.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  responded  to  the  appeal  with  1 50,000 
vaccines  and  150,000  antibiotic  treatments  for 
those  already  infected.  Financial  support  for 
this  ministry  can  be  made  through  Advance  No. 
982450-8. 

RUSSIAN  CHRISTIANS  HELP:  The 

Christian  community  in  Russia  is  assisting 
some  of  the  2,000  Soma¬ 
lians — families  and  stu¬ 
dents — stranded  there. 

Fleeing  war  and  starvation 
in  Somalia,  recent  refugees 
have  come  to  Russia  in 
search  of  visas  to  other 
countries  with  refugee  re¬ 
settlement  centers.  But  vi¬ 
sas  have  been  unattainable.  Chris  Hena 
United  Methodist  missionary  Chris  Hena  de¬ 
scribed  the  conditions  of  Somalians  living  near 
her  as  “the  worst  I’ve  seen.”  With  the  help  of  a 
$2,000  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
grant,  Ms.  Hena  and  the  Peredelkeno  Samsova 
United  Methodist  congregation  helped  the 
group  with  food,  blankets  and  rent  money. 

IOWA  CENTER  FOR  SALE?:  The  pos¬ 
sible  sale  of  a  Des  Moines  building  that  houses  a 
social  service  ministry  to  the  poor  has  raised 
concern  among  Iowa  United  Methodists. 
Known  as  Hawthorn  Hill,  the  facility  is  owned 
by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  issue  be¬ 
came  public  Oct.  3  in  a  “Des  Moines  Register” 
article  about  the  division’s  attempt  to  sell  the 
downtown  property  to  Iowa  Methodist  Medical 
Center.  Connie  Takamine.  Women's  Division 
treasurer,  said  a  “feeler”  was  sent  to  assess  the 
medical  center’s  possible  interest  in  the  proper¬ 
ty  but  added  that  it  has  not  been  put  up  for  sale. 

BISHOP'S  FATHER  DIES:  The  Rev 

Harold  H.  Hughes,  78,  father  of  Bishop  H.  Has- 
brouck  Hughes  (Florida  Area),  died  Oct.  8  in 
Alexandria,  Va.  Dr.  Hughes  became  a  Method¬ 
ist  minister  in  1920  and  served  throughout  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference.  A  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  and  interment  were  held  Oct.  12  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va. 


Veteran 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

A  veteran  religious  journal¬ 
ist — whose  byline  is  familiar  to 
many  readers — has  been  named 
chief  news  executive  of  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter. 

John  A.  Lovelace,  managing 
editor  of  the  Reporter  since  1984, 
succeeds  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III  as  editor  of  the  week¬ 
ly  newspaper  and  its  three  sister 
publications:  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Review,  The  United  Methodist 
Record  and  The  National  Chris¬ 
tian  Reporter. 

Dr.  Dunnam,  who  held  the 
dual  title  of  editor  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  died  last  year. 

In  his  new  position,  Mr.  Love¬ 
lace  plans  and  directs  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  news  and  editorial  content 
for  the  four  religious  newspapers, 
which  have  a  combined  nation¬ 
wide  circulation  of  more  than 
435,000.  In  addition,  he  super¬ 
vises  the  work  of  the  five-person 
reporting  and  editing  staff. 


newsman  named  Reporter  editor 


John  A.  Lovelace 


. . .  named  editor 

“John  Lovelace  brings  to  this 
position  a  lifetime  of  service  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church," 
said  the  Rev.  Ronald  P.  Patterson, 
Reporter  publisher,  in  announcing 


the  promotion.  "His  distinguished 
career  in  religious  journalism  has 
earned  him  the  respect  of  his 
peers — writers,  editors  and  pub¬ 
lishers — in  all  phases  of  Christian 
communications.” 

Dr.  Patterson,  who  succeeded 
Dr.  Dunnam  as  the  Reporter’s 
chief  executive  in  July,  praised 
Mr.  Lovelace’s  “keen  editorial 
eye,  commitment  to  fair  and  bal¬ 
anced  reporting,  and  deep  love  of 
the  church.” 

“He  will  play  a  pivotal  role  in 
helping  the  Reporter  expand 
news  and  information  services.,” 
Dr.  Patterson  said. 

Mr.  Lovelace  joined  the  Re¬ 
porter  staff  in  1981  as  an  asso¬ 
ciate  editor.  Before  that  he  was 
assistant  professor  of  journalism 
at  Oklahoma  Baptist  University 
for  five  years. 

He  worked  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  be¬ 
tween  1968  and  1976  as  news 
editor  for  four  denomination¬ 


wide  publications — “Together, 
“Christian  Advocate,”  “United 
Methodist  Today”  and  "News- 
cope."  He  was  founding  editor  of 
“Newscope,”  a  weekly  newsletter 
for  church  leaders,  in  1973. 

Mr.  Lovelace  was  news  editor  of 
the  “Daily  Christian  Advocate,” 
the  official  record  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  news 
and  proceedings,  in  1970,  1972 
and  1976. 

From  1964  to  1968  the  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  native  worked  in 
his  hometown  as  associate  editor 
for  All-Church  Press,  a  publisher 
of  newspapers  for  local  congrega¬ 
tions  in  seven  cities. 

Mr.  Lovelace  received  the  an¬ 
nual  Donn  Doten  Award  for  ex¬ 
cellence  in  writing  from  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  in  1983  and 
1987.  He  received  a  major  re¬ 
gional  award  from  the  Dallas 
Press  Club  in  1986  for  extended 
coverage  of  the  church  and  the 
rural  crisis. 


He  has  garnered  numerous 
other  writing  awards  from  the 
Associated  Church  Press  during 
his  28-year  career  in  religious 
journalism. 

Mr.  Lovelace  belongs  to  Oak 
Lawn  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas.  He  chairs  the  adminis¬ 
trative  board  for  the  450-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  this  year.  He  is 
also  a  lay  member  of  the  1992 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Lovelace  earned  a  bache¬ 
lor  of  arts  in  journalism  degree  in 
1952  from  North  Texas  State 
University  and  a  master  of  arts 
in  journalism  degree  in  1964 
from  United  Methodist-related 
Syracuse  University. 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  married,  and 
he  and  his  wife,  Mary,  have  three 
grown  children  and  one  grand¬ 
child. 

Mr.  Cannon  is  director  of 
church  relations  and  services  for 
the  Reporter. 


Duke  gets  $600,000  grant 
to  study  U.S.  Methodism 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

Two  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  professors  have  been  award¬ 
ed  a  three-year  grant  by  the  Lilly 
Endowment,  Inc.  totalling  $599,335 
to  study  American  Methodism. 

The  project  will  be  supervised 
by  professors  Dennis  M.  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Russell  E.  Richey. 

“We  hypothesize  that  religion 
in  America  cannot  be  understood 
without  a  thorough  comprehen¬ 
sion  of  the  nature  of  Method¬ 
ism,”  Dr.  Richey  explained. 

“Yet,  with  some  exceptions, 
the  bearing  of  Methodism  on 
American  culture  and  of  Ameri¬ 
can  culture  on  Methodism  has 
gone  unexplored.” 

The  project  will  involve  a  team 
of  researchers  both  at  Duke,  a 
United  Methodist-related  school 
in  Durham,  N.C.,  and  from 
across  the  country. 

In  addition,  a  select  group  of 
people  will  take  part  in  a  leader¬ 
ship  development  program  de¬ 


signed  to  project  policy  directives 
in  relation  to  die  research  findings. 

A  number  of  publications  will 
be  produced,  and  two  major  con¬ 
sultations  and  a  concluding  con¬ 
ference  are  planned. 

“We  hope  this  study  will  sig¬ 
nificantly  contribute  to  the  un¬ 
derstanding  of  American  religion 
and  Methodism,  as  well  as  to  the 
future  shape  of  Methodism  as  we 
move  into  the  next  century,”  said 
Dr.  Campbell. 

Dr.  Campbell  is  the  divinity 
school’s  dean  and  professor  of 
theology.  Dr.  Richey  is  associate 
dean  for  academic  programs  and 
professor  of  the  history  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  the  United  States. 

The  Lilly  grant  will  fund  research 
through  June  30,  1995.  It  is  the 
largest  research  award  ever  received 
by  Duke  Divinity  School  faculty. 

The  Lilly  Endowment  Inc.,  based 
in  Indianapolis,  has  a  longstanding 
interest  in  and  commitment  to  sup¬ 
porting  research  in  religion. 
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Worshiping  at  the  nation's  largest  shopping  mall 

BLOOMINGTON,  Minn.— The  Rev.  Delton  Krueger,  council  on  ministries  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Minnesota  Annual  Conference,  delivers  the  sermon  at  a  recent  worship 
service  marking  the  opening  of  the  Mall  of  America,  called  the  nation's  largest  shopping 
mall.  Mr.  Krueger  is  also  president  of  the  Mall  Area  Religious  Council,  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  organization  formed  to  bring  spiritual  messages  to  the  mall  and  its  neighborhood. 


Beginning  October  2.  1992  on  ViSN  ( Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network). ..also  available  from  EcufUm. 

70e 

a  new  TV  series  on  VISN 

featuring  the  work  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Compelling,  real  life  stories  of  changed  lives 


1 .  WHY  WE  CARE—  About  Victims  of  Disaster 

A  hurricane  in  the  southeastern  U.S.  causes  homelessness  and 
much  damage.  United  Methodists,  through  UMCOR,  are  there 
to  help. 

Fri.,  Oct.  2.  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN 

Repeated  Tues.,  Oct.  6,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Oct.  8,  6-6:30 
AM 

2.  WHY  WE  CARE—  About  Our  Changing  Communities 

The  focus  is  on  churches  that  are  renewed  through  serving 
their  changed  communities-in  Texas  and  in  Arizona. 

Fri.,  Oct.  9,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN 

Repeated  Tues.,  Oct.  13,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Oct.  16,  6-6:30 
AM 


O.  WHY  WE  CA/?£— About  Women  in  Prison 

An  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of  women  in  prison,  many 
of  whom  are  single  mothers,  motivated  United  Methodist 
Women  to  devise  a  new  form  of  ministry. 

Fri.,  Oct.  16.  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN 

Repeated  Tues.,  Oct.  20,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Oct.  22,  6-6:30 

AM 

4.  WHY  WE  CARE-  About  Children  in  Crisis 

_ _ _  vel  proararr 

street  children  in  Brazil  and  a  Tennessean  pastor  and  nis  parish 
reach  out  to  children  in  Guatemala. 

Fri.,  Oct.  23,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN 

Repeated  Tues.,  Oct.  27,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Oct.  29.  6-6:30 
AM 


6.  WHY  WE  CARE- About  Refugees 

A  compassionate  account  of  the  plight  of  refugees  from  El 
Salvador,  Ethiopia  and  Haiti  searching  for  freedom  and  peace. 
Fri.,  Nov.  6,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN  _  ^ 

Repeated  Tues.,  Nov.  10,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Nov.  12,  6-6:30 
AM 

7.  WHY  WE  CARE-  About  Missionaries 

A  look  at  the  changing  face  and  role  of  the  new  missionaries, 
on  the  streets  of  southern  California  and  through  a  profile  of  a 
young  missionary's  work  in  Moscow. 

Fri.,  Nov.  13.  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN  _ 

Repeated  Tues.,  Nov.  17,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Nov.  19,  6-6.30 
AM 

8.  WHY  WE  CARE—  About  Children  and  Education 

We  see  programs  that  help  children  to  learn  and  to  give,  in 
Indiana  through  Operation  Classroom  and  in  Jamaica  through 
the  story  of  children  living  in  crippling  poverty. 

Fri.,  Nov.  20,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN  _  _  __ 

Repeated  Tues.,  Nov.  24,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Nov.  26,  6-6:30 


9.  WHY  WE  CARE-  About  Our  Future,  Our  Youth 

Too  many  of  today's  youth  run  a  gauntlet  of  violence, 
abuse,  stress  and  peer  pressure-just  to  make  it  to  their 
18th  birthday.  See  what  committed  Christians  are  doing 
to  heal  and  nurture  these  young  people. 

Fri.,  Nov.  27,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN  „  _  .  __ 

Repeated  Tues.,  Dec.  1,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Dec.  3,  6-6.30 
AM 


5.  WHY  WE  CARE-  About  AIDS 

A  small-town  grandmother  confronts  her  own  personal  struggle 
with  AIDS,  and  an  urban  pastor  reaches  out  to  youngsters 
suffering  from  AIDS. 

Fri.,  Oct.  30,  6:30-7  PM  on  VISN  .. _ _ 

Repeated  Tues.,  Nov.  3,  7:30-8  AM;  Thurs.,  Nov.  6,  6-6:30 
AM 


TU&y  7^e  (fare 


An  times  are  Eastern.  (Schedules  are  subject  to  change  without  notice,  so  be  sure  to  check  your  local  listing.) 

I  $29.96,  or  $21.96  each  for  three  or  more). 
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To  purchase,  call  EcuFilm  (800)  261-4091  1 
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Atlanta  missionary  center  trains 
largest  class  since  '90  opening 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — The  largest  class  of 
missionaries — 28  in  all — since  it 
opened  in  1990  is  completing  train¬ 
ing  at  the  United  Methodist  Mis¬ 
sion  Resource  Center. 

International  in  citizenship  as 
well  as  in  assignment,  the  trainees 
represent  seven  countries  and  will 
serve  in  12.  Anticipated  assign¬ 
ments  include  Russia,  Tanzania, 
Brazil,  Guyana,  Algeria,  Chile,  Ja¬ 
pan,  Venezuela,  England,  Burundi 
and  the  United  States. 

Long-term  training 

The  center  is  the  result  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  conviction  that  mission¬ 
aries  need  long-term  training  for  in¬ 
ternational  assignments,  according 
to  Judy  Montgomery,  associate  di¬ 
rector. 

Since  the  ecumenical  Missionary 
Orientation  Center  at  Stony  Point, 
N.Y.,  closed  in  1971,  world  mis¬ 
sionaries  had  received  only  three 
weeks’  training  at  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sites. 

The  Mission  Resource  Center’s 
four-month  training  period  coin¬ 
cides  with  semesters  of  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity’s  Candler  School  of 
Theology  and  the  Interdenomina¬ 
tional  Theological  Center  here. 
Trainees  take  regular  seminary 
courses  while  at  the  center. 

Administrative  offices  are  located 
near  Emory,  and,  for  the  first  time, 
the  center  is  maintaining  housing 
on  both  campuses — a  positive  sign 
of  growth,  Ms.  Montgomery  noted, 
“although  it  complicates  the  logis¬ 
tics  somewhat.” 

Most  members  of  the  missionary 
class  will  be  commissioned  by  the 
World  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  October.  The 
center  is  also  training  missionaries 
from  other  denominations,  a  role  it 
would  like  to  expand. 

Koreans  in  group 

The  present  group  includes  two 


Roman  Catholics,  eight  U.S.  Kore¬ 
ans  who  will  serve  in  Russia 
through  the  New  York-based  Kore¬ 
an  Mission  Association  to  Russia 
and  four  Korean  Methodists  from 
Seoul. 

For  the  first  time,  classes  are  be¬ 
ing  translated  into  a  second  lan¬ 
guage — Korean — because  of  the 
number  of  Korean  trainees.  Other 
trainees,  from  Denmark,  Mexico 
and  Japan,  also  speak  English  as  a 
second  language. 

Two  of  the  four  students  from  the 
Korean  Methodist  Church — Shin- 
hyun  Chun  and  Woohyun  Rhee — 
said  they  hope  to  become  better 
equipped  to  train  their  church’s 
missionaries  for  service. 

The  training  cycle  spans  the  cal¬ 
endar  year,  with  two  World  Divi¬ 
sion  missionaries’  training  periods. 


each  four  months  long,  and  the 
summer  divided  into  three  training 
segments  of  three  weeks  each  for 
National  Division  missionaries, 
US-2s  and  mission  interns. 

US-2  and  mission  intern  pro¬ 
grams  are  both  for  young  adults. 
US-2s  spend  two  years  in  a  mission 
setting  in  the  United  States;  mission 
interns  serve  18  months  abroad  and 
1 8  months  at  home. 

Ms.  Montgomery  also  spent  a 
week  in  Alaska  at  a  training  session 
for  the  1 1  National  Division  mis¬ 
sionaries,  some  new  and  some  being 
reinstated,  assigned  to  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference. 

One  of  those  being  reinstated  is 
the  Rev.  Milo  Thornberry,  the  first 
director  of  the  Mission  Resource 
Center,  now  serving  as  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Juneau. 


Hr'  j  s  ■  t  • 

Texas  UMW  makes  3,000  quilts 


HOUSTON — More  than  3,000  "At-Risk  Baby  Crib"  quilts  for  ba¬ 
bies  with  AIDS  are  displayed  at  the  recent  19th  annual  meeting 
of  the  Texas  Conference  United  Methodist  Women.  Each  quilt 
was  handmade  by  a  woman  in  a  local  church  UMW  unit.  The  ec¬ 
umenical  quilt  project,  inspired  by  reports  of  orphaned  or  aban¬ 
doned  infants  with  AIDS,  began  in  1988  in  Oklahoma. 
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A  Death  Bed  Conversion 
That  Could  Change 
American  Politics 

Oden 

I  have  been  appalled  at  the  negative  campaigning,  continual  mud- 
slinging  and  the  cynical  approach  politicians  at  every  level  are  using  to 
appeal  to  the  American  voter  during  the  current  election  process.  It 
cuts  through  parties  and  philosophies. 

We  would  do  well  to  meditate  on  the  words  of  Lee  Atwater,  who  is  of¬ 
ten  credited  with  creating  this  new  style  of  attack  campaigning.  As  you 
may  remember,  he  was  manager  of  President  Bush’s  1988  campaign 
and  chairman  of  the  Republican  National  Committee  from  1988-90. 
Atwater  was  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  nation’s  most  successful 
political  strategists  and  also  was  known  for  his  aggressive  and  ruthless 
campaigning.  Atwater  died  of  brain  cancer  in  March  1991  after  a  long 
struggle.  Before  his  death,  he  wrote  these  words  for  Life  Magazine. 

My  illness  helped  me  to  see  that  what  was  missing  in  so¬ 
ciety  is  what  was  missing  in  me:  a  little  heart,  a  little  broth¬ 
erhood.  The  ’80s  were  about  acquiring  —  acquiring  wealth, 
power,  prestige.  I  know.  I  acquired  more  wealth,  power  and 
prestige  than  most.  But  you  can  acquire  all  you  want  and 
still  feel  empty  . . . 

It  took  a  deadly  illness  to  put  me  eye-to-eye  with  that 
truth,  but  it  is  a  truth  that  the  country,  caught  up  in  its  ruth¬ 
less  ambitions  and  moral  decay,  can  learn  on  my  dime.  I 
don’t  know  who  will  lead  us  through  the  ’90s,  but  they  must 
be  made  to  speak  to  this  spiritual  vacuum  at  the  heart  of 
American  society,  this  tumor  of  the  soul. 

What  a  prophetic  word.  And  what  a  confession.  What  a  grace-filled 
way  to  depart  life!  What  a  message  for  our  time. 


The  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  LEFT,  presents  award  to  the  Rev.  Chris  An¬ 
drews  on  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Civic  and  Moral  Foundation. 


Chris  Andrews  Receives  Award 


Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  at  its  50th  anniversary  meet¬ 
ing  in  Alexandria  presented  the  J. 
Henry  Bowdon  Sr.  Preaching 
Award  to  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews. 

Andrews,  pastor  of  First  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  seen  on  the  CBS  af¬ 
filiate  in  Baton  Rouge,  Channel  9, 
two  Cablevision  channels,  and 
through  closed  circuit  television  at 
two  hospitals.  His  sermons  are 
heard  on  two  radio  stations. 

Presenting  the  award  to  Andrews 
was  the  Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles,  pastor 
of  First  UMC,  Pineville,  and  a 
member  of  LMCF’s  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees. 

In  presenting  the  award,  Pyles 
spoke  of  the  achievements  of  An¬ 
drews  in  the  Conference  and  the 


community.  He  also  paid  special 
tribute  to  Andrews’  “gifted  and  in¬ 
spirational  ability  to  preach  the 
Gospel  and  his  willingness  to  ad¬ 
dress  moral  and  social  concerns  in 
his  preaching.” 

Ken  Ward,  executive  director  of 
LMCF  referred  to  Andrews  as  “tru¬ 
ly  one  of  God’s  ‘choice’  preachers 
for  this  time  and  this  state.  Surely 
Chris  Andrews  is  and  shall  continue 
to  be  a  positive  influence  on  the 
moral  climate  of  our  state.” 

Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowdon  Sr.,  for 
whom  the  award  was  named,  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  LMCF.  A 
gifted  preacher  of  the  UMC,  Bow- 
don's  sermons  often  proclaimed  a 
call  to  righteousness  and  moral  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  all  Christians. 


Fall  Fund-Raisers  Planned 


Now  that  the  beautiful  Louisiana 
autumn  is  here  churches  and  chari¬ 
ties  are  having  their  festivals,  craft 
sales,  style  shows  and  other  fund 
raisers. 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  has  planned  their  annual 
Fashion  Show,  Luncheon  and  Silent 
Auction  for  Tuesday,  Nov.  17,  be¬ 
ginning  at  10:30  a.m.  in  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Hotel,  New  Orleans. 

Honorary  chair  persons  are  Mrs. 
Sidney  Barthelemy,  wife  of  the  may¬ 
or;  the  Honorable  Lindy  Boggs,  con¬ 
gressional  representative,  and  Mrs. 
Jim  Mora,  wife  of  the  coach  of  the 
Saints  football  team. 

For  tickets,  $35  per  person,  con¬ 
tact  Methodist  Health  System  Of- 

nv] 


fice  of  Development,  504-244-5950 

Noel  Memorial  UMC  where  the 
pastor  is  the  Rev.  Grayson  B.  Wat¬ 
son  will  hold  the  annual  bazaar  Sat¬ 
urday,  Nov.  21.  Included  in  a  silent 
auction  will  be  handcrafted  items 
and  a  weekend  trip  in  a  time-share 
condo  on  the  beach.  Baked  goods 
and  crafts  will  be  sold.  Proceeds 
benefit  Noel  Neighborhood  Minis¬ 
tries. 

Among  those  working  on  the  ba¬ 
zaar  are  Peggy  Hamiter,  Martha 
Williams  and  Amy  Wilson. 

Lots  of  crafts,  baked  goods  and 
plants  will  be  sold  at  the  Country 
Craft  Bazaar  planned  by  Morning- 
side  UMC,  Shreveport,  on  Friday, 
Nov.  6.  Luncheon,  beginning  at  1 1 


Good  Samaritan  Collection 
To  Benefit  Three  Agencies 


A  donation  to  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  assist  someone  who 
lacks  sufficient  funds  for  a  medical 
procedure  at  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Funds  also  help  provide  for 
spiritual  care  extended  to  hospital 
patients  and  their  families.  The 
Rev.  Paul  Durbin  and  the  Rev. 
Judy  Nelson  are  chaplains  at  Pen¬ 
dleton  where  the  director  is  Freder¬ 
ick  C.  Young  Jr. 

Or  an  Afro-American  or  other  po¬ 
tential  “latchkey”  child  might  be 
stimulated  to  ask  questions  and  be 
tutored  with  homework  after  school 
at  the  Learning  Center  of  Peoples 
Community  Center.  Located  in  an 
economically  depressed  area  of 
New  Orleans,  the  center  ministers 
to  families  who  fall  below  federal 
poverty  guidelines. 

The  center  provides  day  care  for 
children,  infants  through  5  years, 
and  after-school  tutoring  for  those  6 
through  1 3  years  of  age. 


The  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell, 
Louisiana  Conference  UM  minis¬ 
ter,  is  executive  director  of  Peoples. 

The  money  shared  on  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan  Sunday,  Oct.  25,  could  also 
provide  care  at  Lafon  Home  for  an 
elderly  person  who  has  no  children 
or  anyone  to  attend  to  their  needs. 
Through  the  residential  program 
the  home  provides  health  care  — 
medical,  spiritual,  social  and  psy¬ 
chological  —  for  the  elderly. 
Edward  J.  Lang  is  administrator  of 
Lafon. 

A  collection  for  all  three  agencies 
will  be  taken  in  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  churches. 

Dr.  George  Calvin,  conference  di¬ 
rector  of  special  ministries  and  in¬ 
stitutional  development,  said  it  is 
important  for  the  three  institutions 
to  receive  the  Good  Samaritan 
funds  in  order  to  continue  to  serve 
the  community  effectively.  “Every¬ 
one  should  give  generously  to  help 
right  here  in  our  own  state.” 


Trick-or-Treat  for  UNICEF 
And  UN  Sunday  Scheduled 


National  UNICEF  Day  is  planned  for  Oct.  31,  Halloween  Day,  and 
United  Nations  Sunday  will  be  observed  on  Sunday,  Oct.  25. 

Children  are  encouraged  to  Trick-or-Treat  for  UNICEF  in  a  safe  envi¬ 
ronment  or  participate  in  parties  or  carnivals  that  raise  funds. 

Collection  for  UNICEF  will  in¬ 
sure  a  brighter  future  for  many  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  world. 

In  1991,  UNICEF  (among  other 
projects)  helped  complete  673,000 
sanitation  disposal  facilities,  which 
benefitted  about  6  million  people. 

A  donation  of  $12  can  immunize 
one  child  against  the  six  most  dan¬ 
gerous  childhood  diseases  and  $29 
can  provide  a  soil-and-water  testing 
kit  to  ensure  the  safety  of  rural 
drinking  water  supplies. 

To  order  National  UNICEF  ma¬ 
terials  by  phone,  call  toll  free  1 -800- 
252-KIDS,  Department  1780P. 
Materials  are  free  but  must  be  or¬ 
dered  immediately  to  have  time  for 
delivery. 

The  1992  UM  General  Confer¬ 
ence  re-affirmed  the  annual  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  founding  of  the  UN  with 
these  words:  “We  will  call  upon 
United  Methodists  to  celebrate 
each  year  the  founding  of  the  UN 
on  Oct.  24,  and  affirm  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  principles  and  goals 
of  the  UN  charter.” 

The  theme  for  1992  is  Indigenous 
People:  A  New  Partnership."  The 
theme  relates  to  the  500th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Europeans’  arrival  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  and  is  also 
preparation  for  1993,  the  UN  Inter¬ 
national  Year  of  the  World’s  Indig¬ 
enous  People.  Activities  will 
highlight  indigenous  peoples  from 
all  regions  of  the  world. 


Children  of  many  countries  will 
help  other  children  of  the  world 
when  they  Trick-or-Treat  for 
UNICEF  or  plan  some  kind  of 
fun  and  fund-raising  activity. 


Daylight  Savings  Ends 

It  is  time  to  fall  back  as  Day¬ 
light  Savings  Time  Ends  Sun¬ 
day,  Oct.  25. 

Remember  to  set  clocks  back 
one  hour  in  order  get  to  church 
and  Sunday  school  on  time. 


Saturday  activities  in  Clanton  Chapel  entertain  and  teach  children 
of  the  congregation  and  community.  Melody  Voisin,  RIGHT,  a 
member  of  Clanton,  volunteers  at  the  church  and  center  every  day. 
Visiting  work  teams  should  contact,  Rev.  Ron  Easterling,  318-428- 
2623,  or  Sarah  Schoeffler,  318-268-1905  before  going  to  Dulac  or 
other  relief  work  areas. 


a.m.,  will  be  served  by  women  of 
the  church.  Among  bazaar  workers 
are  Donna  Brook  and  Octavia  Cobb. 
Dr.  J.  Van  Dickens  III  is  pastor  of 
the  church. 

First  UMC,  Houma,  where  Dr. 
Alan  Dee  Einsel  is  pastor  held  their 


Festival  Under  the  Oaks  on  the 
church  grounds  Oct.  3  “with  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone.”  Arts  and  crafts 
were  sold.  There  was  an  old-fash¬ 
ioned  country  store,  entertainment, 
games  and  activities  for  all  ages, 
“food,  fellowship  and  fun." 


Dulac  Digs  Out  and  Cleans  Up 
Aided  by  Teams  of  Volunteers 


Phillip  Verdin,  one  of  the  Houma  Indians  in  Dulac,  looks  out  over 
the  mud  left  by  Hurricane  Andrew  on  the  grounds  of  Clanton  Cha¬ 
pel.  Winds  and  rising  waters  destroyed  homes  in  the  area. 


Clanton  Chapel,  of  which  the  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  ABOVE,  is  pastor, 
had  several  feet  of  water  inside  its  buildings,  but  volunteers  have 
rushed  to  help  the  congregation  and  the  community. 


Clothing,  food  and  other  supplies  have  been  generously  sent  to  Du¬ 
lac  Community  Center  and  Clanton  UMC  Chapel  in  Dulac,  Terre¬ 
bonne  Parish  fishing  village  damaged  by  the  hurricane.  Now  help  is 
needed  to  organize  supplies  for  distribution  and  to  continue  clean¬ 
up  and  repairs. 


Christine  Hebert,  who  attends 
Clanton  Chapel,  is  pictured 
above  with  her  children.  In  the 
background  are  her  families' 
mobile  home  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  hurricane  and 
their  new  one. 


Among  paid  relief  workers  help¬ 
ing  at  Dulac  is  Maria  Nevara, 
ABOVE,  who  lives  in  Houma. 
Salaries  paid  by  government 
agencies  and  the  center  are  pro¬ 
viding  employment  for  her  and 
others. 


A  volunteer  from  Nevada,  RIGHT,  works  with  Kelly  Billiot,  LEFT, 
one  of  the  Houma  Indians  at  Dulac.  The  men  made  shelves  to  orga¬ 
nize  supplies  at  the  center.  In  addition  to  offering  social  services, 
Dulac  Community  Center  operates  a  day-care  center  and  Head 
Start  program. 


Mailing  Is  Concerned  With  Parsonage  Standards 

A  mailing  containing  a  questionnaire  on  parsonages  standards  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference  has  been  sent  from  the  Conference  headquarters  office. 

Mailed  Wednesday,  it  was  sent  to  ministers  and  Boards  ofTrustees  chair 
persons  in  local  churches. 

Kay  Irby  of  Lafayette  is  chairperson  of  this  project  which  is  being  con¬ 
ducted  in  response  to  an  action  by  the  Annual  Conference  to  review  and 
revise  the  current  parsonage  standards  within  the  Conference. 

The  response  should  be  sent  to  the  Conference  office  within  three  weeks  of 
the  time  it  is  received.  A  self-addressed  envelope  is  included  in  each  mailing. 

Information  gathered  will  assist  in  the  development  of  standards  that 
will  speak  to  the  current  issues  of  parsonage  ownership,  clergy  couple  ap¬ 
pointments,  housing  allowances,  furnishings  and  other  key  elements  in 
consideration  throughout  the  Conference. 
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Editorial 

Reflections  on  a 

We  hope  you  will  read  Associate 
Editor  Diane  Huie  Balay’s  interview 
with  Hillary  Clinton  printed  below. 

One  need  not  share  Mrs.  Clin¬ 
ton’s  political  views  nor  those  of  her 
presidential-candidate  husband  to 
be  encouraged  by  what  she  says 
about  the  impact  on  her  life  of  her 
United  Methodist  upbringing. 

A  vital  message  weaves  in  and 
out  of  Mrs.  Clinton’s  remarks: 
One’s  positive  experience  as  part  of 
a  community  of  faith,  particularly 
when  one  is  young,  can  be  a  power¬ 
ful  shaper  of  one’s  values  and  com¬ 
mitments  as  an  adult. 

Her  message  is  a  good  reminder 
to  congregations,  pastors  and  youth 
leaders  of  their  awesome  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  spiritual  lives  of  our 
young  people.  One  never  knows. 
That  rambunctious  junior  high  boy 
or  that  v-e-r-y  serious  high  school 
girl  might  be  a  future  public  leader. 

In  any  event,  Mrs.  Clinton’s  own 
rise  from  a  Methodist  Youth  Fellow¬ 
ship  group  to  a  prominent  place  in 
our  nation’s  political  life  shows  that 
we  should  treat  ministry  to  and  with 
our  youths  with  utmost  seriousness. 
Indeed,  her  experience  underscores 
how  the  nation’s  future  can  literally 
depend  on  how  adequately  we  pass 
the  Christian  faith  along  from  one 


risky  interview 

generation  to  the  next. 

A  clarifying  word  is  in  order 
about  our  decision  to  publish  the 
interview  with  Mrs.  Clinton  with¬ 
out  a  companion  interview  with 
Barbara  Bush,  which  we  were  un¬ 
able  to  obtain  despite  our  best  ef¬ 
forts  over  the  past  two  months. 

That  decision  was  not  made  light¬ 
ly  nor  without  a  keen  awareness  of 
possible  negative  backlash  among 
our  readers,  particularly  when 
viewed  against  the  backdrop  of  a 
highly  partisan  political  campaign. 

Our  reluctance  to  “go  it  alone” 
with  the  one  interview  was  com¬ 
pounded  by  our  confidence  that, 
had  we  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
similar  interview  with  Mrs.  Bush,  it 
would  have  yielded  similarly  rich 
insights  into  the  place  of  religion  in 
her  life  as  a  major  public  figure. 

In  the  end,  we  chose  to  run  the 
Clinton  interview  based  on  one  of 
our  primary  obligations  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  publication:  to  emphasize  the 
crucial  place  of  religion  in  public 
life,  including  its  influence  on  lead¬ 
ers  whose  actions  and  decisions  af¬ 
fect  our  lives. 

We  knew  we  were  taking  a  risk. 
But  we  believe  the  results  made  the 
risk  worthwhile.  We  hope  you  find 
the  interview  enlightening. 


Faith  forum 
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I  affirm  good  management  of  pensions  board 

Pontius'  Puddle 


iw  the:  Politics 

l"  CMTW~ 

--  shouldn't  we:  be:  spending 
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THE  UNDECIDED? 
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1  was  stunned  by  a  remark  in  an 
Oct.  9  letter  concerning  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions’  building  expan¬ 
sion. 

The  writer  asked,  “How  can  en¬ 
thusiastic  giving  be  expected  from 
members  when  the  clergy  are  so 
self-serving?” 

I  do  not  have  the  expertise  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  management  of  our  gen¬ 
eral  boards.  But  I  am  an  87-year-old 
widow  of  the  former  Southern  Cali- 
fomia-Arizona  Conference  who  is 
MOST  grateful  for  receiving  a  per¬ 
centage  of  what  my  husband  would 
be  receiving  had  he  lived. 

At  retirement,  28  years  ago,  our 
salary  was  only  $400  a  month,  with 
$25  monthly  car  allowance — no 
other  perks.  We  were  able  to  buy 
our  first  home  only  because  the  Yu¬ 
caipa,  California  UMC  offered  me 
a  full-time  job. 

I  am  so  grateful  for  the  pension 
that  I  receive.  I  can  continue  my  life¬ 
time  commitment  to  tithe  and  am 
able  to  give  for  “second  mile”  needs. 
1  affirm  the  good  management  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

Evelyn  H.  Thompson 
Albert  Lea,  Minnesota 

This  is  sexism! 

I  am  outraged  at  the  double 


standard  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church! 

The  Rev.  Edward  W.  Bauman 
had  “relations  of  a  sexual  nature” 
with  several  women  he  counseled 
during  27  years  as  pastor  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  2). 

Why  has  he  not  been  tried, 
stripped  of  his  clergy  status  and  had 
his  benefits  removed?  This  is  what 
the  Book  of  Discipline  requires  if 
members  of  the  clergy  admit  that 
they  are  gay  or  lesbian  and  may  be 
maintaining  a  monogamous  com¬ 
mitted  life-partnership. 


This  is  the  sin  of  sexism  in  its  insti¬ 
tutional  form.  Women  are  not  taken 
seriously  enough  in  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  violating  sin  of  sexual 
harassment  against  them! 

Leah  Grossman 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Is  anyone  listening? 

I  wish  to  thank  Robert  Gamble 
for  the  terrific  “Here  I  Stand”  in 
the  Oct.  2  issue.  He  said  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  I  could  what  I’ve  been  ad¬ 
vocating  for  several  years. 

What  a  shame  to  see  elderly  peo¬ 


ple  who  have  worked  in  the  church 
dropped  from  the  roles  because 
they  are  too  old  and  sick  to  partici¬ 
pate  any  longer. 

Congratulations!  Maybe  someone 
will  listen. 

Lillian  McCooey 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  lor  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Q.  and  A.  _ _ 

'Faith  keeps  me  going' 


Hillary  Clinton,  wife  of  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  Bill  Clinton,  is  an 
active  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  where  she  frequently  teaches 
an  adult  Sunday  school  class. 


Qo  How  has  your  experience 
•  and  identity  as  a  United 
ivietnodist  Christian  helped  pre¬ 
pare  you  to  deal  with  the  rigors — 
the  controversy,  personal  attacks, 
stress — of  an  ejection  campaign? 

A*  The  combination  of  my 
•  upbringing — at  home  and 
in  the  church — with  my  work  for 
more  than  20  years  on  behalf  of 
causes  I  believe  in  has  made  me 
aware  that  change  is  a  difficult 
process.  One  had  to  be  grounded 
in  faith  and  understanding  of  your 
place  in  the  world  to  get  up  every 
day  and  keep  going. 

That’s  been  a  very  big  comfort 
and  support  to  me  in  the  last  year. 


Qw  If  your  husband  is  elected 
•  President,  how  do  you  ex¬ 
pect  your  identification  as  a  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist  to  be  a  help 
during  his  administration? 

An  1  don’t  know  if  there  can 
•  be  any  direct  way  beyond 
the  personal  support  it  will  give  me. 

Because  sometimes,  you  know, 
you  feel  a  little  bit  lonely  when  you 
believe  you  are  advocating  on  be¬ 
half  of  changes  that  for  you  are 
rooted  in  Scripture  and  religious  ex¬ 
perience  and  for  others  are  viewed 
as  coming  out  of  some  other  moti¬ 
vation  or  reason  or  viewed  as  politi¬ 
cally  challenging  in  some  respects. 

Just  to  know  that  there  are 
many  [United  Methodists]  who 
see  the  world  in  the  same  way  and 
are  committed  to  creating  better 
opportunities  here  as  part  of  your 
expression  of  faith,  is  very  com¬ 
forting  and  supportive  to  me. 

Q*  Can  you  point  to  an  event 
•  or  series  of  events  associ¬ 
ated  with  your  Methodist  upbririg- 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  Either  George  Bush  or  Bill  Clinton  is  virtually  cer¬ 
tain  to  be  inaugurated  in  January  1993  as  President  of  the  United  States. 

One  issue  during  their  presidential  campaigns  has  been  the  influence  of 
religious  faith  and  moral  values  on  public  policy.  The  candidates’  spouses, 
Barbara  Bush  and  Hillary  Clinton,  have  become  spokeswomen  for  their 
husbands’  views  and  targets  of  debate  regarding  these  issues. 

As  a  result,  the  Reporter  sought  to  shed  some  light  for  our  readers  on  how 
the  two  principal  candidates’  wives  apply  their  Christian  faith  to  their  roles 
as  public  figures. 

Efforts  to  interview  Barbara  Bush  were  unsuccessful. 

Efforts  to  interview  Hillary  Clinton  resulted  in  a  20-minute  session  Oct  3 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  between  her  and  Associate  Editor  Diane  Huie  Balay. 

Major  portions  of  that  interview  appear  here. 


ing  that  has  had  a  particularly 
powerful  influence  on  the  woman 
you  have  become,  both  personally 
and  professionally? 

A*  I  have  referred  on  occa- 
•  sion  to  my  experience  in 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  and 
the  kind  of  lessons  I  learned  from 
the  youth  minister  at  my  church 
(the  Rev.  Donald  G.  Jones,  now 
on  the  faculty  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Drew  University)  and 
the  challenge  that  we  were  given  to 
put  our  faith  in  context. 

The  fact  that  we  were  exposed 
to  different  points  of  view  and  dif¬ 
ferent  people’s  experience  at  a  rel¬ 
atively  early  age  . . .  was  really 
important  to  me. 

For  many  of  the  people  who  we 
came  into  contact  with  during 
those  years— like  migrant  farm 
workers  or  inner  city  young  peo¬ 
ple — faith  was  something  they 
really  had  to  hang  on  to.  It  was  a 
definite  decision — in  many  ways 
more  difficult  to  them,  given  their 
circumstances,  than  for  us.  That 
made  a  big  impression  on  me. 


a: 

the  Chris 


Your  daughter,  Chelsea, 
was  recently  confirmed  in 
the  Christian  faith.  If  you  could 
speak  to  this  year’s  confirmation 
class  at  the  church  where  you  were 
confirmed.  First  United  Methodist  of 
Park  Ridge,  Ill-,  what  would  you  say? 


An  [I’d  say]  I  hoped  their  de- 
•  cisions  to  be  confirmed 


■  for  church  membership  carried 
with  it  a  commitment  to  grow  as  a 
Christian; 

That  they  would  confront  many 
challenges  to  their  fundamental 
beliefs  and  attitudes  as  they 
moved  through  life; 

And  that  I  hoped  they  would 
find  comfort  and  strength  from 
both  the  Scriptures  and  from  their 
own  upbringing  in  the  church. 

But,  no  matter  what  happens  in 
their  lives,  the  decision  that  they 
had  made  is  one  that  will  always  be 
there  for  them  even  if  they  strayed 
from  it,  and  would  always  be  avail¬ 
able  to  them  if  they  needed  it. 

That  is  something  that  1  think, 
particularly  for  young  people,  needs 
to  be  stressed  because  so  many  of 
them  fall  away  from  the  church  and 
suffer  doubts  about  faith. 

9o  “Time"  magazine  recent- 
•  ly  quoted  unnamed 
■,  of  yours  who  said  you  had 
experienced  spiritual  growth  in  re¬ 
cent  years.  Can  you  clarify  that  and 
expand  on  that  statement? 

A*  In  my  life,  like  the  lives  of 
•  a  lot  of  people,  one  goes 
through  periods  of  intense  spiritu¬ 
al  examination  and — hopefully — 
growth,  followed  by  quieter  times. 

About  10  years  ago,  I  began  to 
speak  at  a  number  of  churches 
around  our  state,  or  at  conference 
meetings,  about  why  I  was  a  Meth¬ 
odist. 


REPORTER  ST  Aft  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

In  a  recent  interview  with  the  Reporter,  Hillary  Clinton— seen  here  following  a  recent  appearance 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn. — responded  to  questions  about  how  her  faith  and  church  have  shaped  her  life. 


And  then  I  did  a  series  of  Sun¬ 
day  school  classes  in  my  church 
over  a  couple  of  years  about  Meth¬ 
odism  and  about  issues  of  faith 
that  were  not  necessarily  denomi¬ 
national  but  were  more  universal. 

When  Chelsea  was  just  a  little 
baby,  the  minister  who  married  Bill 
and  me,  Vic  Nixon,  came  over  and 
we  had  a  picnic  in  the  back  yard. 
(The  Rev.  Victor  H.  Nixon  is  now 
pastor  of  Pulaski  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock.) 

Vic  and  I  loved  to  get  together 
and  talk  about  theology.  He  gave 
me  a  copy  of  the  new  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline,  and  we  just  had  a  great 
conversation. 

I  was  really  ready  to  focus  on 
spiritual  matters  again. 

Qo  You  said  you  gave  talks 
•  on  why  you  are  a  United 
ivietnodist.  Would  you  share  some 
of  your  reasons  for  being  United 
Methodist? 

A*  Historically,  my  father’s 
•  family  was  always  Meth¬ 
odist  and  took  it  very  seriously. 
Mine  is  a  family  who  traces  our 


roots  back  to  Bristol,  England,  to 
the  coal  mines  and  the  Wesleys. 

So  as  a  young  child  I  would  hear 
stories  that  my  grandfather  had 
heard  from  his  parents  who  heard 
it  from  their  parents  who  were  all 
involved  in  the  great  evangelical 
movement  that  swept  England. 

Then  my  personal  experience  in 
church  [in  Park  Ridge,  Ill.]  as  a 
child  was  so  positive — not  only 
the  youth  ministry  work  that  I  was 
part  of  but  a  really  active,  vital 
outreaching  Sunday  school  experi¬ 
ence,  lots  of  activities  for  children. 

There  was  a  sense  in  which  the 
church  was  our  second  home.  We 
would  walk  up  to  the  church,  not 
only  to  go  to  church  but  to  play 
volleyball,  to  go  to  potluck  din¬ 
ners,  to  be  in  plays.  I  mean  it  was 
just  a  very  big  part  of  my  life.  And 
that  kind  of  fellowship  was  real 
important  to  me. 

Then  as  I  grew  older  and  1  had 
an  opportunity  to  learn  more 
about  other  theological  approach¬ 
es,  I  became  more  and  more  com¬ 
fortable  with  the  Methodist 
approach,  the  marrying  of  faith 
and  works  and  the  role  of  grace. 


You  know  people  made  fun  ol 
the  Wesleys  because  of  their  meth¬ 
od,  but  for  me  it’s  helpful.  It’s  nol 
for  everybody,  obviously,  that’s 
not  what  appeals  to  them. 

But  for  me,  thinking  aboul 
Scripture  and  tradition  and  reasor 
and  experience  really  helps  me  or¬ 
der  a  lot  of  thoughts  about  faith 
and  religion. 

I  also  really  like  the  social  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church.  I  like  the  way 
the  church  has  grappled  with  hard 
issues  over  the  years. 

I  believe  that  for  a  period  of 
time — in  the  late  1960s,  ’70s  and 
’80s — there  really  was  too  much  of 
an  emphasis  on  social  mission  to 
the  exclusion  of  personal  faith  and 
growth.  But  I  think  the  balance  is 
being  struck  again. 

I  still  love  the  fact  that  we  grapple 
with  the  issues  that  other  people 
don’t  want  to  talk  about,  that  they 
wish  would  go  away,  because  I  think 
that  is  being  a  part  of  the  world. 

But  I  also  am  comforted  to 
know  that  there  is  a  greater  aware¬ 
ness  of  how  the  church  has  to  feed 
the  individual  soul  as  well. 


What  others  are  saying 


“We  are  shaped  as  much  by  our 
vision  of  what  ought  to  be  as  we  are 
molded  by  our  memory  of  what  has 
been.  Faith  involves  openness  to 
the  new  world  God  is  forever  bring¬ 
ing  and  the  willingness  to  live  now 


in  terms  of  that  new  world.” 

— Bishop  Kenneth  Carder,  Nash¬ 
ville  Area. 

*  *  * 

“Every  event  in  life  can  be  used 
for  a  good  purpose  if  you  are  willing 


to  look  for  that  purpose.  Things  turn 
out  for  the  best  for  those  who  make 
the  best  of  the  way  things  turn  out.” 

—Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Ernest  Fitzgerald. 

*  *  * 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Jesus  said,  ‘You  shall  receive 
power  when  the  Holy  Spirit  has 
come  upon  you;  and  you  shall  be 
my  witness  in  Jerusalem  and  in  all 
Judea  and  $amaria  and  to  the  end 
of  the  earth.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Acts  3:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct  25 
Monday:  Psalms  3 
Tuesday:  Psajms  4 
Wednesday:  Zephaniah  3: 1  -9 
Thursday:  Zephaniah  3:14-20 
Friday:  Luke  18:9-14 
Saturday:  2  Timothy  4:6-8,  16-18 
Sunday:  2  Timothy  4:9- 1 8 
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Global  Gathering  '93 

Preaching  the  Mission  I^d^a^f^8fn1d^a  Coffeehouse  for  Youth 
Story  •  Mission  and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  *  Global  Gathering 

Electronic  Media  •  The  United  Methodist  Church 
Health  Belongs  to  All  • 

Being  a  US-2  •  Mission  Education 
with  Children  •  Being  a  Missionary  • 

Energizing  Others  for  Mission 
RuralAJrban  Communities: 

Missional  Needs 
Mission  to  Homeless 
Men  in  Mission  ' 

Mission  Displays  & 

Mission  Fairs  •  Ministry 
to  People  with  AIDS  • 

Mission  Through  the 
Cooperative  Parish  *  g 
Health  Belongs  to  All  •  *  j 

Over  70  Additional 
Workshops 


Choir  •  Global  Village 
Conference  Displays  • 
ayer  Tent  •  Living  Rain  Forest  • 
Faith  Stories  from  Around  the  World 
ssion  •  m,  &  &  kg.  •  Bishop  Mattos  (Brazil)  •  Inter- 

ies:  v/f*  "  national  Gathering  for  Youth 

VV/JkvV.  *  Rev.  Zan  Holmes  (USA) 


•T* 


y*  •  Post-Gathering  Tour  of 
the  Mission  Sites  •  Dr. 
#  Tai-Young  (Korea)  • 
£  Dr.  Webb  (United 
Kingdom)  •  Dust  & 
Ashes  •  Roger  Wilkins 
(USA)  •  Rev.  Joan 
Campbell  (USA)  • 
Missionary  Commissioning 
Service  •  Bible  Study  •  Music 


Registration  fee  only  $99.00  if  mailed  before  November  15, 1992 
Send  for  your  registration  packet  by  writing  to: 

Global  Gathering  '93,  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


GUILT  HURTS  GIVING:  Using  guilt  to 
raise  money  gamers  more  resentment  than 
charity,  United  Methodist  stewardship  profes¬ 
sionals  were  cautioned  in  Nashville  last  month. 
“Shame  is  an  emotion  that  separates  peo¬ 
ple.  .  .(and)  when  people  experience  shame, 
their  first  response  is  to  hide,”  Barbara  Bate 
told  the  denomination’s  National  Association 
of  Stewardship  Leaders. 

LAWSUIT  WITHDRAWN:  The  law 

suit  of  a  United  Methodist  missionary  against 
his  supervisors  at  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  has  been  withdrawn, “without 
prejudice”  from  an  Illinois  court.  The  Rev. 
Lowell  Wertz  of  Chicago,  a  missionary  to  Zaire, 
had  accused  his  mission  supervisor,  the  Rev. 
Julius  Jefferson,  of  slander.  Mr.  Wertz  claimed 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  said  he  was  the  cause  of 
riots  in  Leuna,  Zaire,  which  resulted  in  seven 
deaths  in  1991.  Mr.  Jefferson  denies  the  charge. 
By  withdrawing  the  case  “without  prejudice,” 
Mr.  Wertz  is  free  legally  to  bring  the  case  up 
again. 

TEAMS  TO  SOUTH  AFRICA:  The 

presence  of  international  monitoring  teams  in 
South  Africa  sponsored  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  will  lower  the  level  of  violence  there, 
predicts  United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  Tal¬ 
bert  (San  Francisco  Area).  Bishop  Talbert,  who 
also  serves  as  secretary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  reported  on  the  initial  mon¬ 
itoring  effort  to  the  denomination’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Affairs  (see  UMR,  Oct.  9).  He  said  the  Ecu¬ 
menical  Monitoring  Program  on  South  Africa 
will  recruit  volunteer  teams  of  15-20  people, 
each  group  spending  from  4  to  6  weeks  in  South 
Africa. 

Evangelisch-methodistische  Kirche 
1.  Tagung  der  Zentralkonferenz  in  Deutschland 
6.-11.  Oktober  1992  in  Berlin-Kreuzberg 
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German  UMs  unite 


BERLIN— The  Bible  is  shown  as  the  bridge 
uniting  East  and  West  German  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  this  poster  for  the  recent  session  at 
which  the  regions — separated  for  24  years — 
reunited.  Bishop  Walter  Klaiber  of  Frankfurt 
was  elected  to  head  the  four  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  Germany,  while  former  East  Ger¬ 
man  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  of  Dresden  will 
continue  to  direct  the  new  United  Methodist 
Mission  to  the  former  Soviet  Union.  There 
are  about  70,000  United  Methodists  in  640 
congregations  in  Germany. 


Czech,  Slovak  UMs  pursue  faith's  freedoms 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

JIHLAVA,  Czechoslovakia — 
The  decrepit  60-year-old  house, 
built  atop  the  12th  Century  wall 


around  the  oldest  part  of  town,  become  a  shelter  for  homeless 
symbolizes  new  life  for  The  Unit-  people  released  from  communist 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Czecho-  prisons  and  hospitals. 

Slovakia.  “It’s  quite  something  new  tor 

The  old  house  is  about  to  un-  us  to  do  a  social  work,”  said 
dergo  $30,000  in  renovations  to  United  Methodist  layman  Libor 
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BRATISLAVA,  Czechoslovakia— The  Rev.  Pavel  Prochazka  (left)  and  printer  Brano  Krai  check 
the  printing  of  Christian  literature  in  Slovak  in  the  basement  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Christian  literature  is  one  of  the  primary  needs  of  United  Methodists  in  the  nation,  which  is 
about  to  divide  into  separate  Czech  and  Slovak  republics.  The  Bratislava  church  would  become 
the  sole  United  Methodist  publishing  center  in  the  Slovak  republic. 

Want  to  help  in  eastern  Europe? 
'Think  small V  advises  pastor 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BRATISLAVA,  Czechoslova¬ 
kia — If  your  congregation  wants 
to  help  United  Methodists  in  east¬ 
ern  Europe,  the  Rev.  Pavel  Pro¬ 
chazka  has  some  counsel  for  you: 

Think  small. 

United  Methodists’  interest  in 
eastern  Europe  has  been  sparked 
by  the  fall  of  communism  and  by 
new  links  forged  through  the 
“Connecting  Congregations” 
evangelism  program  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Eight  U.S.  congregations  have 
been  linked  with  eight  new 
Czechoslovakian  congregations  for 
financial  support  and  fellowship. 

However,  some  offers  of  help 
haven’t  been  effective  because 
they  didn’t  realistically  consider 
the  situation  of  Czechoslovakian 
United  Methodists,  which  mir¬ 
rors  that  of  most  of  eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  said  Mr.  Prochazka,  pastor 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bratislava. 


“Some  potential  work  teams 
have  said  they  would  come  if  we 
house  them  and  provide  tourism 
for  them  and  things  like  that. 
They  don’t  seem  to  understand 
what  a  burden  this  is  for  us. 

“Our  pastors  make  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  about  $100  a  month.  One  li¬ 
ter  of  gasoline  is  18  crowns,  or 
nearly  $1,  and  there  are  roughly 
four  liters  in  a  gallon,  the  way  you 
buy  gasoline  in  America.  So  we  pay 
three  times  as  much  for  gasoline  as 
you  do  in  the  U.S.,  but  we  earn  10 
times  less  than  you  do. 

“If  you  can  send  us  one  or  two 
people  at  a  time,  no  more,  that  will 
help,”  he  explained.  “If  you  send 
$50,  that’s  half  a  pastor’s  salary. 

“And  if  you  don’t  help  at  all, 
God’s  work  will  still  go  on — per¬ 
haps  slowly,  but  it  will  go  on.” 

There  are  five  projects  of  The  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church, 
United  Methodism’s  second-mile 
giving  program,  through  which  your 
congregation  can  help  Czech  and 


Slovak  United  Methodists. 

These  projects  are: 

✓  Church  camp  program  in 
Proust.  $10,000  per  year  for 
1993-96  is  sought  to  send  chil¬ 
dren  to  United  Methodist  camp¬ 
ing  programs.  Advance  No. 
011625-3RA. 

✓  Church  reclamation.  $30,000 
is  sought  to  make  repairs.  Advance 
No.  005517-6 AN. 

✓  Ministries  to  newly  released 
prisoners  in  Prague.  $35,000  is 
sought  to  provide  worship,  coun¬ 
seling  and  temporary  housing. 
Advance  No.  011627-5DN. 

/  Prison  ministry  in  Prague. 
$10,000  per  year  for  1993-96  is 
sought  to  fund  ministries  to  in¬ 
mates  and  provide  counseling 
and  worship  for  their  families. 
Advance  No.  011626-4RA. 

/  Salary  supplement  for  minis¬ 
ters  and  church  workers.  $10,000 
per  year  for  1993-96  is  sought.  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  008760-5RA. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Orel,  interpreting  for  the  shelter’s 
director,  Tana  Kuklova. 

That’s  not  the  only  new  thing 
for  the  3,800  United  Methodists 
in  Czechoslovakia,  a  country 
about  the  size  of  New  York  state 
and  with  a  population  of  nearly 
16  million. 

Even  as  two-year-old  freedom 
allows  United  Methodists  to  con¬ 
nect  to  one  another  and  to  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  U.S.,  they’re  being 
tom  apart  by  the  impending  parti¬ 
tion  of  their  country  into  separate 
Czech  and  Slovak  republics. 

Morality  is  absent 

And  United  Methodists,  no 
less  than  other  Czechs  and  Slo¬ 
vaks,  are  being  forced  to  face  a 
kind  of  spiritual  bankruptcy. 

“The  problem  for  our  people  is 
that  they  have  no  morals  in  their 
hearts,”  asserted  Mr.  Orel.  “The 
main  purpose  of  communism 
was  to  brainwash  people  to  their 
philosophy.  Now  they  have  no 
morality.” 

The  Rev.  Pavel  Prochazka,  the 
United  Methodist  pastor  in  Bra¬ 
tislava,  the  Slovak  capital,  con¬ 
firmed  Mr.  Orel’s  assessment. 

“During  communism  we  lost 
our  moral  standard,”  he  agreed. 
“But  1  see  a  chance  for  the  church 
in  those  who  came  to  Christ  re¬ 
cently.  They  had  a  bad  history,  but 
now  they  are  released  to  holy  liv¬ 
ing  through  their  faith,  and  their 
friends  notice.” 

Methodism  came  to  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  in  the  early  20th  Centu¬ 
ry  when  a  Czech-speaking 
congregation  in  Texas  funded  a 
missionary  to  the  “old  country.” 
Czech  congregations  had  nearly 
20,000  members  by  World  War 
II,  despite  some  decline  caused 
by  the  Great  Depression  of  the 
1 930s  when  pastors’  salaries  were 
interrupted. 

Now  there  are  20  established 
congregations  in  Czechoslovakia, 
with  an  additional  20  sites  for 
preaching  and  outreach,  said  the 
Rev.  Josef  Cervenak  of  Prague, 
United  Methodist  superinten¬ 
dent  in  Czechoslovakia. 

With  its  complement  of  20 
pastors  and  26  lay  ministers, 
“the  harvest  is  plenty,  but  the 
workers  are  few,”  Mr.  Cervenak 
said. 
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Long-term  planning  for  the 
church  is  difficult  because  of 
Czechoslovakia’s  unstable  politi¬ 
cal  situation  and  turbulent  econ¬ 
omy.  Full-time  pastors  there  earn 
about  one-third  the  average 
monthly  salary  of  other  work¬ 
ers — about  2,000  crowns,  or  less 
than  $100  a  month. 

Culturally,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Czechoslovakia 
is  a  minority  denomination  amid 
a  Roman  Catholic  majority. 

And  then  there’s  the  matter  of 
national  division. 

Don't  want  separation 

On  this  reporter’s  last  morning 
in  Bratislava,  Mr.  Prochazka,  the 
United  Methodist  pastor,  trans¬ 
lated  a  news  report. 

“They  say  that  division  will 
come  sooner  than  Jan.  1,”  Mr. 
Prochazka  said.  "We  are  against 
the  separation.  We’d  like  to  stay 
together.  We  think  it  will  be  bad 
for  us  economically. 

“For  the  church  in  Slovakia,  be¬ 
cause  we  are  so  small — we  have 
only  500  members  in  four  congre¬ 
gations — it  means  we  would  be¬ 
come  a  missionary  conference. 

“Yet  we  know  that  if  we  don’t 
vote  for  it,  there  will  be  tension.  If 
it  has  to  come,  we  hope  it  will  be 
done  rationally,  without  weapons, 
not  like  Yugoslavia.” 

Even  if  the  country  is  divided, 
Czech  and  Slovak  United  Meth¬ 
odists  won’t  be.  They’ve  already 
seen  to  that. 

“This  summer  we  had  a  con¬ 
ference  in  Prague,”  said  Ladislav 
Kukla  of  Jihlava,  who  serves  as 
the  lay  pastor  for  the  new  congre¬ 
gations  in  Zdar  and  Nove  Mesto 
in  the  Czech  republic. 

“With  our  brothers  from  Slova¬ 
kia  we  made  before  God  an  agree¬ 
ment  of  love  and  cooperation.” 
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Legal  opinion  says  'UMCare'  would  increase  liability 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Does  “UMCare”— the  denomin¬ 
ationwide  health  insurance  plan 
scheduled  to  go  into  effect  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1994— pose  a  legal  hazard  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church? 

One  of  the  denomination’s  chief  le¬ 
gal  advisers  thinks  it  does.  His  opin¬ 
ion  and  others,  including  some  who 
disagree  with  him,  will  be  weighed 


when  “UMCare”  comes  before  the 
nine-member  Judicial  Council,  the 
church’s  “high  court,”  during  an  ex¬ 
tended  session  Oct.  28-3 1  in  Boston. 

“UMCare”  was  adopted  in  May  by 
a  vote  of  512  to  421  by  the  General 
Conference  after  two  years  of  research 
into  how  to  ease  the  church’s  burden 
of  skyrocketing  health  insurance  costs. 
A  task  force  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  conducted  the  study. 


CHURCH  MANUAL  FOR  DISASTER  RESPONSE 

AT  LAST!  A  comprehensive  guidebook  for  congregations  giving  PRACTICAL  how-to 
information  written  by  a  United  Methodist  Pastoral  Care  expert  &  disaster  response 
veteran: 

**How  to  prepare  <£  respond  when  disaster  strikes  your  community  or  church 


TO  ORDER: 
SEND  $19.95 
plus  $3.00 

shipping  &  handling 


to:  Pastoral  Care  Consultants 
P.  O.  Box  2522 
Sparks,  NV  89432 

A  MUST  FOR  EVERY  CHURCH 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 

Position  open  for  Library  Director 


Current  opening  for  Director  of  theological  teaching,  research  library/ 
rare  book  repository  at  SMU.  Salary  competitive,  comparable  library 
experience  highly  desirable,  faculty  status.  Resumes  to  James  E.  Kirby, 
Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dallas,  TX  75275-0133  by 
December  15. 1992.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  aclion/equal  opportunity/ 
Title  IX  employer. 


But  the  health  insurance  plan  drew 
opposition  at  General  Conference  be¬ 
cause  it  mandates  participation  by  all 
annual  conferences,  general  boards 
and  agencies,  church-related  institu¬ 
tions  and  local  congregations. 

Constitutional  question 

Most  of  the  dispute  thus  far  has 
centered  on  whether  “UMCare”  vi¬ 
olates  the  church’s  constitution  by 
mandating  participation. 

However,  the  latest  legal  opin¬ 
ion — requested  by  the  Judicial 
Council — pushes  the  question  in 
two  new  directions:  the  plan’s  im¬ 
pact  on  the  participants’  financial 
liabilities  and  the  church’s  legal 
self-understanding. 

Craig  R.  Hoskins,  staff  attorney 
for  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  prepared  the 
“hazard”  opinion  along  with  the 
Rev.  Clifford  S.  Droke,  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  chief  executive.  The  seven-page 
opinion  was  published  last  week 
along  with  the  council’s  agenda  for 
its  December  meeting. 

Mr.  Hoskins  told  the  Reporter 
that  these  are  two  key  parts  of  the 
opinion: 

”...  UMCare  has  been  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference.  If  upheld  as 
constitutional,  it  will  fiscally  obligate 
each  plan  sponsor  (annual  conference, 
agency,  institution,  local  church)  for 
the  [insurance]  liabilities  of  all  other 
entities  within  the  pool. 

“. . .  The  existence  of  mandated 


"If  [UMCare  is]  upheld  as  constitutional,  it  will 
fiscally  obligate  each  plan  sponsor  (annual 
conference,  agency,  institution,  local  church)  for  the 
[insurance]  liabilities  of  all  other  entities  within  the 

P°°^  — Craig  Hoskins  and  Clifford  S.  Droke 


participation  and  sharing  of  experi¬ 
ence  and  hence  of  liability  does  not 
enhance  the  denomination’s  legal 
self-understanding  that  it  is  not  a 
jural  entity  as  delineated  in  Para¬ 
graph  113  [of  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline].  It  does  draw 
attention  to  possible  inferences  of  a 
centralized  denominational  struc¬ 
ture  possessing  legal  capacities. 
Such  inferences,  if  accepted,  could 
result  in  a  court  concluding  that  the 
denomination  as  a  whole  is  a  suable 
entity”  [emphasis  is  Mr.  Hoskins’]. 

Mr.  Hoskins  said  his  opinion  is 
based  in  part  on  his  experience,  as 
the  finance  council’s  attorney,  in 
defending  the  denomination  in  li¬ 
ability  lawsuits. 

Defense  might  be  weakened 

He  said  that  Paragraph  1 1 3,  by  out¬ 
lining  the  nature  of  the  church's  “con- 
nectional"  structure,  has  been 
successfully  used  by  the  denomination 
as  a  defense  against  various  liability 
lawsuits  involving  annual  conferences, 
local  congregations,  church-related  in¬ 
stitutions  and  church  agencies. 


The  net  effect  is  that  suits 
brought  against  parts  of  the  church 
have  not  been  allowed  to  involve 
the  entire  denomination. 

However,  the  mandated  partici¬ 
pation  of  “UMCare”  as  enacted  by 
General  Conference  could  change 
that,  said  Mr.  Hoskins. 

“It’s  not  our  intention  to  take  sides 
on  ‘UMCare,’  ”  he  continued.  “I  think 
it’s  clear  there  are  lots  of  opinions.  But 
the  Judicial  Council  needs  to  be  very 
clear  about  how  it  crafts  this  decision 
in  light  of  Paragraph  113.” 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
which  would  administer  “UMCare” 
if  it’s  found  constitutional,  has  filed 
a  46-page  brief  supporting  the  plan 
with  the  Judicial  Council,  said  Rob¬ 
ert  Stevens  of  Seattle. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  treasurer  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Northwest  Annual  Conference. 
He  was  chair  of  the  “UMCare”  task 
force  while  he  served  on  the  1989- 
92  pensions  board. 

“We  believe  ‘UMCare’  is  basical¬ 
ly  no  different  from  the  other  insur¬ 
ance  programs  administered  by  the 
Board  of  Pensions,”  Mr.  Stevens 


told  the  Reporter. 

“An  argument  can  be  made  that 
any  time  General  Conference  im¬ 
poses  its  authority  you’ve  given  in¬ 
formation  to  someone  who  could 
try  to  convince  a  court  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  is  a  ‘jural  entity.’ 

“  ‘UMCare’  probably  carries  that 
potential  to  an  extreme  because  it 
mandates  participation.  But  do  I  think 
that’s  worth  not  doing  the  plan?  No!  I 
think  it’s  just  one  of  the  environmental 
hazards  under  which  we’U  work.” 

The  dispute  over  “UMCare”  has 
grown  to  such  an  extent  that  the  time 
for  oral  arguments  before  the  Judicial 
Council  has  been  extended,  said  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  Thomas  Math- 
eny  of  Hammond,  La.  Mr.  Matheny 
is  an  attorney  who  serves  as  president 
of  the  Judicial  Council. 

Conferences  want  ruling 

“There  are  eight  or  nine  annual 
conferences  that  have  asked  the 
council  for  a  ruling  on  ‘UMCare’  ” 
Mr.  Matheny  told  the  Reporter. 

“We’ve  also  received  voluminous 
independent  material  from  minis¬ 
ters  and  others  showing  their  con¬ 
cern  about  the  plan,  plus  briefs 
from  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
and  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration.” 

Mr.  Matheny  said  arguments  will 
be  presented  in  public  hearings  dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  28  in  the 
law  school  auditorium  of  United 
Methodist-related  Boston  University. 
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LARGEST  CLASS  EVER:  The  85  first- 

year  students  at  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  is  the  largest  recorded 
class  in  the  history  of  the  seminary.  The  Rev. 
Lovett  Weems,  seminary  president,  said  that’s 
30  percent  larger  than  the  year  before.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  new  students  enrolled  in  the  master 
of  divinity  and  master  of  theology  programs, 
more  students  for  the  new  doctor  of  ministry 
program  are  expected  in  January. 

PUBLICATION  OFFICERS:  Directors 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Publication 
have  elected  William  D. 
Deel,  Milton,  W.Va.,  to 
head  the  board  for  1993-96, 
succeeding  Anita  J.  Bur- 
'a|  rous,  Peru,  Ind.  Other  offi- 
cers  are  the  Rev.  Beverly  J. 
Shamana.  San  Gabriel, 
Calif.,  vice  chairwoman; 
and  Wayne  T.  Gruen, 
Robert  Feaster  Olympia,  Wash.,  secretary. 
Robert  K.  Feaster,  62,  president  and  publisher, 
has  announced  he  plans  to  retire  before  1996. 

COMMUNICATORS  CITED:  The 

United  Methodist  Association  of  Communica¬ 
tors  inducted  five  people  into  its  Hall  of  Fame 
Oct.  16  in  Omaha,  Neb.  Honored  were  the  Rev. 
Curtis  A.  Chambers,  retired  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications;  Sophie  Lee 
Lonetree  Mrotek,  founding  editor  of  “Echo  of 
the  Four  Winds”  and  first  Native  American  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  hall;  Anton  J.  Pilversak,  retired 
electronics  expert  for  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications;  Chester  A.  Vanderbilt,  retired 
communications  director  for  the  church’s  Troy 
Annual  Conference  (upstate  New  York  and  Ver¬ 
mont)  and  Grant  J.  Verhulst,  one-time  manag¬ 
ing  editor  of  United  Methodist  general  church 
periodicals.  Ms.  Mrotek  and  Mr.  Verhulst  were 
inducted  posthumously.  Fifty-five  men  and 
women  have  been  inducted  into  the  Communi¬ 
cators  Hall  of  Fame  since  its  founding  in  1983. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Sexual  abuse  in  church:  10  years  to  recovery? 


Marie  Fortune 

.  " whom  shall  I  learl" 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

An  expert  on  sexual  abuse  is¬ 
sues  says  seminaries  should  train 
future  pastors  to  help  curb  sexual 
and  domestic  violence  within  the 
life  of  the  church. 

“It  will  take  at  least  1 0  years  to 
deal  with  the  increase  in  sexual 
abuse,”  said  the  Rev.  Marie  M. 
Fortune,  executive  director  of 
the  Center  for  the  Prevention  of 
Sexual  and  Domestic  Violence  in 
Seattle. 

“But  if  we  do  prevention  and 
training  programs  [with  future 
church  leaders]  while  they  are  in 
seminaries,  by  the  year  2000  we 
will  see  the  numbers  go  down.” 

Keynote  speaker 

Dr.  Fortune  was  the  keynote 
speaker  during  “Women’s  Week”  at 
United  Methodist-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 


Her  audience  included  some 
100  laypeople,  ordained  and  di- 
aconal  ministers,  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  and  Perkins  alumni. 

The  center  she  directs  was 
founded  in  1983.  It  is  a  national 
educational  ministry  that  serves 
as  an  ecumenical  training  re¬ 
source  to  religious  communities 
in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Dr.  Fortune  is  an  ordained  min¬ 
ister  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  but  her  services  have  been 
used  by  several  denominations 
across  the  country  including  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Served  conferences 

During  the  past  year,  the  cen¬ 
ter  served  at  least  12  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences. 

“What  people  don’t  realize  is 
all  our  denominations  have  this 
problem,”  said  Dr.  Fortune. 
“Churches  leaders  should  cross 
denominational  lines  to  help 
come  up  with  the  answers.” 


Dr.  Fortune  said  that  the  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas-Anita  Hill  hearings 
on  sexual  harassment,  held  at  this 
time  last  year  before  the  U.S.  Sen¬ 
ate,  demonstrated  a  true  picture  of 
what  women  face  when  they  dare 
to  speak  out  for  their  human  rights. 

'A  little  naive' 

“Maybe  Professor  Hill  was  a 
little  naive  in  expecting  that  the 
system  was  going  to  do  some¬ 
thing,”  said  Dr.  Fortune.  “But 
we  must  be  realistic  about  choos¬ 
ing  where  we  stand  when  we 
speak  against  the  system.” 

Dr.  Fortune  added  that  anyone 
who  has  enormous  resources  and 
privilege  has  an  obligation  to  use 
those  advantages  to  help  stop 
sexual  abuse. 

“That’s  why  I  stay  in  the 
church,”  she  said.  “I  must  under¬ 
stand  those  women,  but  I  must  also 
show  them  the  bigger  picture.” 

Dr.  Fortune  cited  several 
things  that  the  church  can  do  in 


the  battle  against  sexual  and  do¬ 
mestic  violence.  They  include: 

■  Take  seriously  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  interpersonal  skills  for 
young  women,  who  must  learn 
that  there  are  alternatives  to  ac¬ 
cepting  abuse  in  any  form; 

■  Remind  church  leaders  not 
only  of  legal  remedies,  but  of  the 
sacred  trust  involved  when  en¬ 
countering  issues  of  clergy  abuse 
and  discrimination; 

■  Use  your  education  and  re¬ 
sources  to  defend  the  disadvan¬ 
taged  who  can’t  fight  back 
effectively. 

“It  is  easy  to  say  as  women  we 
must  stand  in  solidarity  with 
each  other,”  concluded  Dr.  For¬ 
tune.  “But  that  will  only  be  done 
with  hard  work.  It  is  not  some¬ 
thing  to  fear. 

“As  people  of  faith,  we  have  a 
promise  from  God; 

“  ‘The  Lord  is  my  life  and  sal¬ 
vation.  Whom  shall  I  fear?’  ” 


Bolivian  Methodists  uphold  suspension  of  bishop 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

An  assembly  of  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia  has 
upheld  the  suspension  of  Bishop 
Carlos  Huacani  and  elected  a  for¬ 
mer  bishop,  Zacarias  Mamani,  to 
replace  him. 

But  Mr.  Huacani — who  had 
served  2  Vi  years  of  a  four-year 
term — is  fighting  the  decision  in 
Bolivian  courts.  He  and  his  sup¬ 
porters  consider  the  assembly  to  be 
illegal  and  don’t  accept  its  ruling. 

Suspended  in  summer 

Mr.  Huacani  was  first  suspended 
by  other  church  leadership  this 
summer.  The  action  was  taken  be¬ 
cause  of  his  “irresponsible  leader¬ 
ship,”  according  to  a  statement 
from  the  church’s  former  bishops. 

According  to  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 


"I  don't  think  either  side  [in  the  Bolivian 
Methodist  dispute]  is  completely  guiltless." 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox 


present  at  the  Oct.  2-4  assembly, 
allegations  against  Mr.  Huacani 
and  his  supporters  include: 

/■  Setting  himself  up  as  sole 
authority  over  Bolivian  church 
institutions  and  organizations; 

/  Diverting  money  to  a  bish¬ 
op’s  discretionary  fund  which 
had  no  accountability; 

✓  Engineering  the  suspension 
of  14  to  18  lay  and  clergy  leaders 
on  the  grounds  of  disloyalty  and 
disorderly  conduct; 

•f  Spreading  rumors  that  sever¬ 
al  of  his  opponents  were  members 
of  the  “Shining  Path”  terrorist 
group  which  has  its  headquarters 
in  neighboring  Peru. 


Of  particular  concern  to  board 
staff  are  the  71  properties  left  as  a 
heritage  to  the  Bolivian  church 
when  it  separated  from  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1971. 

The  deeds  are  still  legally  in  the 
board’s  name,  said  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Harman,  World  Division  head. 

Mr.  Harman  told  the  Reporter 
recently  that  it  is  common  prac¬ 
tice  for  the  United  Methodist 
mission  board  to  retain  title  to 
church  properties  in  countries 
where  economic  or  government 
instability  make  it  inadvisable 
for  the  indigenous  Methodist 
church  to  assume  full  legal  title. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  J. 


Lloyd  Knox  (Atlanta  Area),  who 
was  in  Bolivia  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  the  October  assembly,  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  there  have 
been  few  attempts  at  reconcilia¬ 
tion  by  the  Methodists  there. 

“I  don’t  think  either  side  is 
completely  guiltless,”  he  said. 

Bishop  knows  leaders 

However,  Bishop  Knox,  who 
was  a  missionary  in  Latin  America, 
added  that  he  knows  and  trusts  the 
former  bishops — Mr.  Mamani, 
Mortimer  Arias,  Eugenio  Poma 
and  Rolando  Villena.  Bishop  Knox 
said  the  leaders  “seemed  to  realize 
a  change  had  to  be  made.” 

Bishop  Knox  said  he  believes  the 
assembly — which  included  441 
elected  delegates  and  a  number  of 
observers — was  conducted  proper¬ 
ly  and  that  Mr.  Mamani  now  has  a 
legal  right  to  be  bishop. 


However,  Julia  Williams  rein¬ 
forced  Mr.  Huacani’s  claim  that 
the  assembly  was  illegal  and  said 
he  has  a  large  number  of  support¬ 
ers.  She  is  president  of  the  unoffi¬ 
cial,  Atlanta-based  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  and  a  for¬ 
mer  missionary  to  Bolivia. 

Mrs.  Williams  characterized  Mr. 
Huacani  as  a  longtime  church  lead¬ 
er  and  “extremely  brilliant  man” 
who  thinks  he  is  being  persecuted 
because  he  asked  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety — which  has  had  a  strained  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries — for  assistance  with 
evangelism  in  his  country. 

Mrs.  Williams  alleged  that  the 
problem  with  the  Bolivian  situa¬ 
tion  is  that  the  U.S.  missions  board 
leadership  does  not  respect  the  au¬ 
tonomy  of  the  Bolivian  church. 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
contributed  to  this  report. 


Artist  to  be  honored 

Edward  J.  Mikula,  shown  with  his  wife  Ruth 
Youens  Mikula,  shows  a  replica  of  United 
Methodism's  official  insignia,  the  cross  and 
flame,  which  he  designed  in  1968.  The 
symbol  was  created  after  the  merger  of  the 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  Church.  Mr.  Mikula  will  be 
honored  for  his  contribution  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Columbus,  Texas,  on  Oct.  25. 


UMR  staff  wins  awards  for  writing,  photography 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

OMAHA,  Neb. — Staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  national  and  regional 
editions  were  among  those  cited 
for  outstanding  work  Oct.  16  by 
the  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Communicators. 

The  association  awarded  1 1 4 
certificates  of  merit  for  work  in 
newspapers,  newsletters,  radio, 
magazines,  electronic  media, 
photography,  writing  and  special 
promotion. 

The  Reporter's  entire  national 
editorial  staff — Cynthia  B.  Astle, 
Diane  Huie  Balay,  John  A.  Love¬ 
lace,  Debra  Ennaco  McKnight, 


Denise  Johnson  Stovall  and 
Stephen  L.  Swecker — was  cited  for 
the  newspaper’s  editorial  content. 

A  similar  citation  went  to 
Dana  E.  Jones,  editor  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Winning  the  overall  award  of 
excellence  in  the  newspaper  cate¬ 
gory  was  “United  Methodist 
Connection,”  serving  the  Balti- 
more-Washington  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  Its  editor  is  the  Rev.  Jim 
Skillington. 

Reporter  staff  members  won 
their  highest-ever  number  of  awards 
in  photography  competition. 

Receiving  certificates  of  merit 
were  Mr.  Swecker  for  a  photo  of 


elderly  Russian  women  receiving 
food  boxes  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief; 
Michael  Clements  for  a  display 
of  pictures  under  the  heading 
“What  does  General  Conference 
look  like?”  and  the  late  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III  for  a 
picture  of  a  convert  being  bap¬ 
tized  at  a  new  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  Russia. 

The  award  of  excellence  in 
photography  went  to  John  C. 
Goodwin,  staff  member  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

In  the  category  of  best  writing, 
Mr.  Swecker  was  cited  for  an  edi¬ 
torial  headed  “Search-and-de- 


stroy  must  cease,”  referring  to 
verbal  attacks  on  a  provocative 
Korean  woman  theologian. 

Ms.  Astle  was  the  only  journalist 
cited  for  a  series  of  articles.  Hers 
under  the  title  “Saving  grace:  When 
disaster  challenges  faith”  chronicles 
the  recovery  of  United  Methodists 
and  others  in  northern  California 
from  a  series  of  natural  disasters. 

Ms.  Jones  of  Northern  Illinois 
won  certificates  for  two  editorials. 

The  award  of  excellence  for 
writing  went  to  the  Rev.  Alvin  J. 
Horton,  editor  of  the  “Virginia 
Christian  Advocate.” 

Ms.  McKnight  of  the  UMR  na¬ 
tional  staff  won  a  certificate  for  a 
newsletter  produced  daily  during 


1991  sessions  of  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

In  the  electronic  media  catego¬ 
ry,  Carolyn  R.  Simms,  editor  of 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
won  two  certificates  for  a  pro¬ 
duction  titled  “Catch  the  Spirit 
of  Giving.” 

As  its  communicator  of  the 
year  for  1992,  the  association  se¬ 
lected  Robert  Lear,  longtime 
newsman  on  the  staffs  of  Meth¬ 
odist  Information  and,  later, 
United  Methodist  News  Service. 

Mr.  Lear,  described  as  “a  hu¬ 
man  repository  of  church  infor¬ 
mation,”  will  retire  from  the 
agency  in  December. 


Special  offer  for  all 
United  Methodists — 
order  your  updated  editions  now! 

Get  your  copies  of  these  essential  volumes  with  the  latest  updates 
from  the  1992  General  Conference.  Available  early  November 
1992  Book  of  Discipline.  New  hymnal  size,  with  new  type  face  lor 
easier  reading  and  a  cleaner  look- 
BD2-036895.  English  Edition:  Hardcover.  Each.  $1 1.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $10.95 

BD2-036925.  English  Deluxe  Edition.  Each,  $39.95 
BD2-036909.  Korean  Edition.  Each,  $1 1.95 
BD2-036917.  Spanish  Edition.  Each,  $1 1.95 

:  3|  1992  Book  of  Resolutions. 

^  BD2-037387.  English  Edition. 

Each,  $9.95 


THE  , 


THE  1993 
UNITED 

rJS?S2IST 

HHSPry 


1992  Guidelines  for  Local  Churches. 

Guidelines  for  each  leadership  and 
committee  position  in  the  church. 

BD2- 164249.  Set  of  Guidelines. 

$39.95 

BD2-164230.  Set  of  Guidelines  with 
.  Binder.  $49.95 

BD2-164575.  Book  of  Guidelines: 

Korean  Edition.  $8.95 
The  1993  United  Methodist  Directory. 

Complete  listing  of  addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  all  bishops, 
general  church  agencies,  and  more! 

BD2-322603.  $5.95 

Save  with  these  special  combination  offers 
Book  of  Discipline/Book  of  Resolutions  Combo. 

BD2-036372.  $18.95 

Book  of  DLscipline/Book  of  Resolutions/United  Methodist 
Directory  Combo. 

BD2-036380.  $24.95 
Call  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789 
Fax:  1-800-445-8189 
TDD/TT  TOLL-FREE  SERVICE: 

1-800-227-4091  (Telecommunicatioas 
Device  for  the  Deaf/Telex  Telephone) 

(  V  W! a  Cokeshury  account,  American  Express,  Visa,  Discover,  or  MasunCard.  fleas*:  mid  ytntr  state's 
ailes'tax.  For  orders  up  w  $30.  add  $2.50  for  transpnrmum.  up  to  $40.  add  $3;  uptnfSO.add  $4 
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AIDS  art  shown 
at  UMC's  site 
in  Washington 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — A  traveling 
exhibit  of  33  portraits  memorializ¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  homeless  people 
with  AIDS  is  being  shown  through 
Oct.  30  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Building. 

The  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  of  the  General 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  sponsor 
the  exhibit  of  work  by  David  F. 
Johnson,  a  New  York  City  artist. 

Accompanying  the  paintings  are 
short,  poignant  captions  that  tell 
the  person’s  story. 

Mr.  Johnson  worked  for  five  years 
at  a  refuge  in  New  York’s  Greenwich 
Village  for  homeless  people  with 
AIDS.  In  that  time  he  saw  almost 


230  persons  die.  He  began  painting 
portraits  of  the  people  as  a  personal 
means  of  coping  with  tragedy. 

The  exhibition  was  a  part  of  the 
opening  of  an  AlDS-awareness  week¬ 
end  in  Washington  that  involved 
tens  of  thousands  of  people.  Church 
and  Society  directors,  holding  their 
1993-96  organizational  meeting,  at¬ 
tended  a  special  worship  service  fea¬ 
turing  the  exhibit. 


IF  YOU  PRAY  MORE  THAN  ONCE  A  WEEK,  WE 
HAVE  A  SUGGESTION  FOR  YOU- 

(]jk  1993  ftuyer  Cdendctr  is  a  iPimpr  guide 


-Remember  in  prayer  United  Methodist  misskxiaries  on  their  birthdays,  and  the  many  mission 
projects  and  programs  ol  The  United  Methodist  Church,  Give  the  gift  that  each  day  of  the  year 
celebrates  United  Methodist  mission  outreach. 

Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (41660)  @$5,00  plus  postage,  from 
Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


December  30, 1992 — January  3, 1993 
Houston,  Texas  Sheraton  Astrodome 
Something's  Happening  USA  is  happening  again! 
Here's  your  chance  to  join  high  school  students  and  youth 
leaders  from  across  the  nation,  and  speakers  like  Josh 
g  McDowell  and  Jacob  A  ranza  for  a 

dynamic  prayer-in-action  weekend. 


Something ’s 


CALL  TODAY!  713-579-7711  for  brochures,  or  send  coupon  to: 

Please  send  me _ Something’s  Something’ s  Happening  USA 

Happening  USA  brochures!  20501  Kaly  Freeway,  Suite  126 

Katy.  TX  77450 


Name 


Address 

City _ 

Phone  (_ 


State  _ 


_  Group/Church  . 


Something's  Happening  USA  is  hosted  by  Something's  Happening  Houston  and  Student  Venture. 
Something's  Happening  USA  is  endorsed  by  the  National  Network  of  Youth  Ministries. 


For  All  Souls  — 
For  All  The 
Saints 


Bishop  William  B. 
Oden 

All  Souls’  (Oct.  31)  and  All  Saints’  Day  (Nov.l) 
are  often  confusing  to  Protestants.  Only  recently 
have  United  Methodists  made  these  special  days  a 
part  of  worship  life. 

All  Saints’  Day  had  its  origin  in  early  Christian¬ 
ity.  Its  purpose  was  to  honor  those  good  folk  in 
Christ  who  had  died.  Some  medieval  superstitions 
crept  in  and  the  “Hallowed  Eve”  of  All  Saints’  Day 
included  the  popular  folk-belief  that  souls  of  all 
dead  were  loosed  to  wander  the  night  of  All  Souls  but  were  sent  back 
to  wherever  at  midnight.  Only  the  saints  who  have  died  in  Christ  can 
worship  with  the  gathered  congregations.  Of  course,  “Hallowed  Eve” 
became  Halloween  and  celebration  now  consists  mainly  of  candy  and 
costumes. 


But  as  you  sit  in  your  worshipping  congregation  this  Sunday,  look 
around  you  —  memorial  windows,  organ,  a  beautiful  sanctuary,  me¬ 
morial  hymnals  with  names  in  front.  Think  about  “all  the  Saints  who 
from  their  labor  rest.” 

And  know  that  many  more  nameless  saints  —  laity,  Sunday  school 
teachers,  pastors,  leaders,  and  others  —  have  brought  us  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  age  through  their  faithfulness.  And  All  Saints’  Day  means  just 
that  —  All  Saints! 


Dorothy  Mae  Taylor  of  New  Orleans 
Named  to  Shalom  Zone  Committee 


Dorothy  Mae 
Taylor,  council- 
woman-at-large, 
City  of  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  lay 
person,  was  se¬ 
lected  by  the 
Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  serve  on 

Dorothy  Mae  the  12-member, 

Taylor  churchwide  Sha¬ 

lom  Zone  Committee. 

She  will  go  to  Los  Angeles  Jan. 
21-24.  “We  will  meet  with  the  lo¬ 
cals  and  assist  them,”  she  said. 

Conditions  of  poverty  and  injus¬ 
tice  that  existed  in  Los  Angeles  be¬ 
fore  the  spring  riots  are  unchanged 
or  worse,  the  committee  was  told  at 
a  meeting  recently  in  New  York 
City. 

The  concept  of  the  Shalom  Zones 
resulted  from  General  Conference 
action  last  May  directing  the  re¬ 
building  of  an  area  in  Los  Angeles 
“with  necessary  buildings,  business¬ 
es  and  social  services  needed  for 
life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  mean¬ 
ing.” 

At  the  initial  meeting  Taylor  at¬ 
tended,  the  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague, 
pastor  of  North  Broadway  UMC, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  urged  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  take  action,  saying  that 
the  time  for  “abstract  thought,  nay¬ 


saying  and  hand-wringing  has  come 
and  gone.” 

The  program  is  to  be  implement¬ 
ed  through  the  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division  with 
the  help  of  the  committee  to  assist 
“in  identifying  and  mobilizing  as¬ 
sets  and  resources  available  for  cre¬ 
ating  the  Shalom  Zone.” 

Taylor  said  the  committee  decid¬ 
ed  to  work  with  local  people  in  the 
effected  area  of  Los  Angeles  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  prototype  zone  for  the  de¬ 
nomination.  “We  will  be  working 
with  Bishop  Roy  Sano  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Area,”  she  mentioned.  The 
committee  chose  as  its  chairman 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  of  Harris¬ 
burg,  PA. 

Each  committee  member  was 
urged  by  the  General  Board  mem¬ 
bers  to  think  about  “resources 
which  may  be  available  —  private, 
corporate,  financial,  professional  or 
'offers.”- 

Taylor  will  develop  ideas  to  be 
shared  by  committee  members  dur¬ 
ing  a  conference  call  on  Nov.  10. 
Among  persons  on  the  committee, 
in  addition  to  Taylor,  is  Twick 
Morrison  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  who 
spoke  at  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June. 

Emergency  relief  has  been  sent  by 
UMCOR  to  Los  Angeles. 


In  Memoriam 


:  Dr.  Rex  Squyres,  a  Louisiana 
Conference  UM  minister  who  re¬ 
tired  in  1973,  died  Oct.  14.  His  fu¬ 
neral  was  held  Oct.  16  in  First 
UMC,  Kinder,  where  he  had  served 
as  pastor  emeritus  since  his  retire¬ 
ment.  He  was  buried  in  Clear  Creek 
Cemetery  for  which  he  had  set  up  a 
maintenance  fund. 

Centenary  College  awarded  him 
the  doctor  of  divinity  degree  for  his 
Town  and  Country  Church  work  in 
the  Conference. 


Five  years  ago  Squyres  set  up  a 
$100,000  trust  fund  with  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Foundation  that  will  pay  his 
children  an  income  for  20  years  and 
then  go  to  the  UM  Church  of  Loui¬ 
siana. 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Squyres  gave  their 
home  to  the  foundation.  It  will  be 
sold  and  the  money  invested  with 
proceeds  going  to  Squyres  UM  and 
First  UMC,  Kinder. 

Squyres  is  survived  by  five 
daughters  and  a  son. 


Pumpkins  Into  Missions  Funds 


The  Fairy  Godmother  turned  a 
pumpkin  into  a  carriage  for  Cinder¬ 
ella,  but  the  members  of  St.  Luke's 
UMC,  Shreveport,  turn  pumpkins 
into  funds  for  missions. 

About  110  persons  have  helped 
in  the  church’s  Pumpkin  Patch. 


Profits  for  missions  have  exceeded 

$2,000. 

A  television  commercial  urged 
area  residents  to  buy  “the  best 
pumpkins  in  the  Shreveport-Bossier 
area.” 


November  Conference  Calendar 

1  All  Saints’  Day 

1-6  Council  of  Bishops 

7  UMW  Local  Elected  Leaders  Training:  Acadiana  District, 

Trinity  Church,  Baldwin;  North  Shore  District,  Live  Oak 

Church,  Watson;  Shreveport  District,  First  UMC,  Shreveport 

12- 14  Mount  Sequoyah  Annual  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 

13- 15  CCYM  Junior  High  Retreat  (7th  and  8th  grades)  Tall  Tim¬ 

bers,  Alexandria  (8  p.m.  Nov.  13  to  11  a.m.  Nov.  15) 

13-15  Exploration  ’92  (1 1th  grade  through  25  years  of  age),  Louis¬ 
ville,  KY 

14  UMW  Local  Elected  Leaders  Training:  Baton  Rouge  District, 
Broadmoor  UMC;  Lake  Charles  District,  Squyres  UMC, 
Ragley;  Monroe  District,  First  UMC,  MerRouge;  New  Or¬ 
leans  District,  St.  Matthew’s  UMC;  Ruston  District,  First 
UMC,  Homer 
17-18  Cabinet  Meeting 

1 9-20  UMCOR/SCJ  Workshop  on  Disaster  Preparedness  and  Re¬ 
sponse,  Tulsa,  OK 

21  UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  Committee,  St.  Mark’s 

UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
26  Thanksgiving  Day 

29  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

29  First  Sunday  in  Advent 
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10  to  20  Homes  To  Be  Rebuilt  in  LaPlace 
Aided  By  General \  Conference  and  Local  UMC 


Ralph  Ursin-Smith,  IN  THE  FOREGROUND,  a  member  of  First 
UMC,  LaPlace,  and  other  volunteers  at  work  building  one  of  four 
homes  now  under  construction. 


Homes  and  cars  were  destroyed  in  the  tornadoes  that  hit  the  La 
Place-Reserve  area  during  Hurricane  Andrew. 


Louisiana's  Tom  Matheny  To  Preside 

UM  Care,  Abortion,  Harassment 
Issues  on  High  Court  Docket 


Louisiana  is  one  of  1 1  confer¬ 
ences  requesting  action  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “supreme  court"  in 
the  mandatory 
health-care  plan. 
Known  as  UM 
Care,  the  plan 
was  designed  to 
cover  all  of  the 
denomination’s 
clergy  and  some 
lay  employees. 

Sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  abortion 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny  and  life-long  cov¬ 
enants  between  any  two  persons  are 
among  other  issues  before  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council,  UM’s  highest  court,  as 
they  meet  this  week,  Oct.  28-31,  in 
Boston. 

Presiding  will  be  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  layperson  and  attorney  Dr. 
Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  council. 

“The  health  care  issue  will  take 
up  most  of  the  time,"  Matheny  said 
before  he  left  for  Boston.  “There 
will  be  oral  hearings  on  that  and  on 
abortion  rights.” 

A  controversy  carrying  over  from 
the  May  General  Conference  con¬ 
cerns  the  Religious  Coalition  on 
Abortion  Rights.  By  a  vote  of  485- 
448,  the  General  Conference  up¬ 
held  the  church’s  participation  in 
the  organization.  Matheny  said 
“somebody  appealed  it  to  us.” 

Hearing  Speakers 

The  Women’s  Division  will  have 
representatives  speaking  in  favor  of 
the  denomination  remaining  in  the 
coalition,  Matheny  mentioned. 
Those  opposed  to  it,  who  will 
speak,  site  a  portion  of  the  Social 
Principles  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
“They  say  giving  funds  to  the  coali¬ 
tion  violates  our  position,”  Math¬ 
eny  said. 

The  Judicial  Council  will  also 
consider  cases  relating  to  qualifica¬ 
tions,  rights  and  appointment  of 
clergy,  annual  conference  structure 
and  custody  and  management  of 
funds. 


Three  of  the  1 1  docket  items  arise 
specifically  out  of  the  1992  General 
Conference.  Matheny  said  there  are 
nine  members  of  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil,  both  clergy  and  lay. 

Louisianians  will  be  interested  in 
the  outcome  of  the  high  court  ses¬ 
sion  because  of  the  stand  on  the 
health  care  issue. 

Louisiana  Resolution 

Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway,  Louisiana 
Conference  secretary,  said,  “Our 
Annual  Conference  voted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  requesting  reconsideration  of 
the  General  Conference  action  on 
the  UM  Care  plan.”  The  resolution 
had  been  presented  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Pensions  and  the 
Conference  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration. 

At  the  request  of  the  Louisiana 
Board  of  Pensions,  a  brief  prepared 
by  a  Conference  attorney  and  the 
Conference  associate  chancellor 
was  submitted  to  the  UM  Judicial 
Board,  Caraway  said. 
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Immediately  after  Hurricane  An¬ 
drew  spawned  tornadoes  that  dev¬ 
astated  neighborhoods  in  the 
LaPlace-Reserve  area,  First  UMC, 
LaPlace  responded  with  help.  They 
formed  a  group  called  Carpenters 
for  Christ  and  teamed  up  with  Hab¬ 
itat  for  Humanity  to  help  rebuild 
homes  in  the  community. 

“Currently  four  houses  are  under 
construction  with  another  25  that 
need  to  be  built,”  said  Dr.  Charles 
Strong,  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  General  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  are  working  in  cooperation 
with  First  UMC,  Habitat  and  UM’s 
Volunteers  in  Mission  from  all  over 
the  United  States  to  rebuild  in  La¬ 
Place  and  Reserve.  The  area  will 
need  long-term  relief. 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Strong  said  an  at¬ 
tempt  is  being  made  to  build  10  to 
20  homes.  He  and  his  congregation 
are  coordinating  the  effort.  None  of 
the  homes  that  need  to  be  rebuilt 
belong  to  members  of  First  Church. 
Some  of  the  rebuilding  will  occur  at 
locations  as  close  as  a  block  from 
the  church. 

Funds  to  build  the  homes  include 

Damage  Worse 
Than  First  Thought 

The  Rev.  Ronald  Easterling,  pas¬ 
tor,  Oak  Grove-Forest,  who  is  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (VIM) 
chairperson,  said 
the  damage  in 
the  remote  areas 
of  South  Louisi¬ 
ana  parishes  is 
much  worse  than 
previously 
thought. 

Easterling  is 
Rev.  Ron  Easterling  working  as  a  pri¬ 
mary  contact  for  groups  interested 
in  assisting  in  disaster  relief  re¬ 
sponse.  He  links  work  teams  with 
the  specific  jobs  as  requested  by  our 
emergency  relief  offices  in  Sager- 
Brown  (for  Acadiana  area)  and  La¬ 
Place. 

“Our  teams  are  going  out  into  the 
swamps  and  on  the  back  roads  and 
finding  more  damage  than  we  knew 
about,”  he  said. 

“$ome  people  haven’t  done  any¬ 
thing  to  repair  damage  yet.  The 
church  is  organized  to  try  to  find 
those  people  and  help  them  fill  out 
forms  so  they  can  get  (FEMA)  help. 
Some  have  gone  to  live  with  rela¬ 
tives  in  other  areas." 

Estimators  are  needed,  he  said. 
“What  we  need  are  carpenters  or 
anyone  who  can  look  at  a  structure 
and  say  we  need  six  pieces  of  sheet 
rock  and  10  two  by  fours.  Some  of 
the  people  don’t  know  what  they 
need.  We  also  need  builders  and 
“go-fers.” 

Easterling  urges  Louisiana  work 
teams  to  get  organized.  “We  have 
over  500  people  on  work  teams 


some  from  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA)  and 
insurance  as  well  as  $50,000  from 
monies  raised  by  the  General  UMC 
and  the  Conference  for  Louisiana 
relief.  Strong  said  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  his  church  is  helping  had  no  in¬ 
surance  and  some  fail  to  qualify  for 
FEMA  help. 

Strong  said  funds  and  supplies 
are  needed  and  there  will  be  a  con¬ 
tinuing  need  for  volunteers.  Funds 
should  be  sent  through  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Advance  for  Hurricane  Relief 
(in  Louisiana,  line  4400  in  remit¬ 
tance  sheet  and  the  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  sheet). 

“So  far,  we  have  had  volunteers 
from  12  states,”  Strong  said.  “This 
has  been  the  most  meaningful  expe¬ 
rience  of  my  entire  ministry  —  the 
way  people  have  unselfishly  come 
to  the  aid  of  people  here  in  this 
area.” 

The  Rev.  Ronald  Easterling,  pas¬ 
tor,  Oak  Grove-Forest,  Conference 
Volunteers  in  Mission  chair,  is  co¬ 
ordinating  these  work  teams.  Call 
him  (3 1 8)  428-2623,  before  going  to 
LaPlace-Reserve  or  other  areas  to 
work. 


Dr.  Charles  P.  Strong,  RIGHT, 
talks  to  Steve  Milletto  the  owner 
of  one  home,  a  block  from  the 
church,  that  is  being  rebuilt. 

from  all  over  the  United  States 
signed  up,  through  July  1993,  to 
come  here,  but  not  many  people 
from  Louisiana,”  he  said. 

He  said  the  Red  Cross  reported: 
840  single  family  dwellings  totally 
destroyed;  3,402  single  dwellings 
with  major  damage  and  7,291  with 
minor  damage;  1,571,  mobile 
homes  destroyed.  1,005  with  major 
damage  and  1,002  with  minor  dam¬ 
age;  20  apartments  destroyed,  46 
with  major  damage  and  103  with 
minor  damage.  This  is  their  assess¬ 
ment  in  12  parishes,  not  including 
Iberia  where  there  is  an  unofficial 
report  of  1,100  more  homes  with 
major  damage. 

Easterling,  who  teaches  volun¬ 
teers  each  year  at  Mt.  $equoyah, 
has  a  computerized  list  of  teams 
around  the  country  upon  which  to 
call. 

Louisiana  individuals  or  groups 
desiring  to  work  on  relief  anywhere 
in  the  state  should  call  him,  318- 
428-2623.  He  said  he  has  jobs  to  fit 
any  person’s  capabilities. 


Completing  the  five-year  Ministerial  Course  of  Study  School  of  the 
UMC  and  graduating  from  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  were 
four  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  clergy.  They  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  the  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser,  New  Roads;  First-Port  Barre,  Aca¬ 
diana  District;  the  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  Felicity  and  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Peoples  Community  Center,  New  Orleans  District;  the 
Rev.  Loretta  M.  Lampkin,  Logansport-Bethel,  Shreveport  District, 
and  the  Rev.  Darwin  L.  Brecheen,  Slaughter-Bluff  Creek,  Baton 
Rouge  District. 
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Letter  FROM  the  Editor= 


You  and  I  share  a  big  responsibility 


Ending  a  weeks-long  search,  the 
publisher  got  right  to  the  point. 

“I  want  you  to 
be  my  editor,” 
he  said. 

A  few  minutes 
later,  following 
conversation  and 
a  handshake,  the  - 

editorship  of  this  HQ  J 
newspaper  John  A.  Lovelace 
passed  into  my  hands. 

The  title  "editor”  is  the  one  my 
immediate  predecessor,  the  late 
Spurgeon  Dunnam,  prized  above 
any  other.  I’m  beginning  to  dis¬ 
cover  why. 

For  one,  it  gives  me  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  access  directly  to  you,  the 
readers.  I  intend  to  exercise  that 
privilege  occasionally,  probably 


most  often  in  this  “letter"  format. 

For  another,  it  gives  you  direct 
access  to  me  via  letters,  phone 
calls,  fax  messages  or  personal  vis¬ 
its.  Those  are  important  ways  for 
the  editor  and  staff  to  “take  the 
pulse”  or,  to  change  the  metaphor, 
“know  the  mind”  of  the  church. 

I  am  the  Reporter’s  first  lay  edi¬ 
tor  in  nearly  25  years.  As  such,  I 
am  akin  to  the  majority  of  you 
readers.  Through  the  dialogue  I 
have  suggested  above,  we  can  en¬ 
gage  in  a  kind  of  lay  theology  that, 
in  its  pragmatics — and,  of  course, 
with  a  little  help  from  our  clergy 
friends — may  make  up  for  any 
lack  of  classical  construction. 

Until  his  dying  day.  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam  held  fast  to  the  conviction 
that  the  Reporter’s  editorship 


needed  to  be  paired  with  its  chief 
executive  office.  He  contended 
that  only  this  combination  could 
assure  the  proper  balance  of  the 
newspaper’s  fiscal  security  with  its 
editorial  integrity. 

In  actual  fact,  the  dual  positions 
that  he  occupied  had  long  since  out¬ 
grown  the  ability  of  any  one  person 
to  fill  them  actively  and  consistently. 
Most  of  the  day-to-day  and  week-to- 
week  editing  had  been  entrusted  to 
me  and  others  years  ago.  This  freed 
the  chief  executive  to  pursue  policy¬ 
making  and  fund-raising  duties  es¬ 
sential  to  any  organization  as  large 
as  the  Reporter. 

As  inheritors  of  Dr.  Dunnam’s 
singular  leadership  under  new, 
separate  positions.  Publisher  Ron 


Patterson  and  I  are  committed  to 
keeping  the  Reporter’s  news  and 
editorial  pages  free  and  open  un¬ 
der  policy  guidelines  adopted  by 
our  Governing  Board. 

My  nearly  30  years  in  religious 
journalism  convince  me  that  the 
Reporter  has  a  unique  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  the  church — a  responsibility 
to  be  open  to  informed  criticism, 
to  innovative  changes,  to  the  spe¬ 
cial  needs  of  America’s  second 
largest  Protestant  church  and  to 
the  unrelenting  demands  and  affir¬ 
mations  of  the  Gospel  as  they  re¬ 
late  to  our  time. 

I  welcome  your  response-ability 
as  a  vital  way  to  fulfill  my  own 
new  responsibilities. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE,  Editor 


Editorials 


Would  Jesus  be  a  voter? 


If  Jesus  were  a  U.S.  citizen, 
would  he  vote  in  the  coming  nation¬ 
al  elections? 

Perhaps,  but . . . 

On  the  eve  of  those  elections,  it’s 
worth  noting  that  countless  Chris¬ 
tians  past  and  present  would  likely 
respond,  “No.”  Such  a  response  is 
relevant  in  light  of  a  recent  column 
in  “Time”  magazine  approving  a 
decision  not  to  vote  in  next  week’s 
election,  primarily  on  the  basis  of 
personal  freedom  of  choice. 

Many  of  our  ancestors  in  the  faith 
would  have  agreed  with  such  a  deci¬ 
sion,  albeit  on  other  grounds. 

The  first  Christians  were  divided 
about  how  they  should  relate  to  sec¬ 
ular  government.  Many  saw  no  con¬ 
flict  between  their  Christian  duty 
and  their  responsibilities  as  citi¬ 
zens.  Others,  however,  viewed  the 
state  as  a  necessary  evil,  to  be 
avoided  if  possible,  for  maintaining 
civil  order. 

Frankly,  we  don't  know  whether  Je- 
sttsrwould  go  to  the  polls  next  Tues»* 
da^.  The  Gospels  portray  him  as 
being  less  concerned  with  how  to  deal 
with  secular  government  and  more 
concerned  about  how  to  relate  to  the 
religious  authorities  of  his  time. 

Hence,  we  believe  equally  com¬ 
mitted  Christians  may  hold  differ¬ 
ing  views  on  the  question  of 
whether  one  should  vote  in  secular 
elections. 

As  heirs  of  a  tradition  that  views 


responsible  citizenship  as  a  vital 
part  of  Christian  discipleship,  how¬ 
ever,  we  also  believe  voting  in  free 
elections  is  an  important  way  to 
serve  God  by  serving  others. 

Specifically,  informed  participation 
in  the  electoral  process  can  contribute 
significantly  to  the  common  good. 

Although  cynicism  is  rampant 
about  the  value  of  voting — the  per¬ 
centage  of  eligible  voters  who  go  to 
the  polls  has  declined  steadily  in  re¬ 
cent  years — it  nevertheless  is  true 
that  one’s  vote  counts. 

At  the  very  least,  a  thoughtful, 
well-considered  vote  adds  to  the 
pool  of  collective  wisdom  about 
who  should  be  our  public  leaders. 
And  at  its  most  powerful,  as  U.S. 
history  has  shown,  one  vote  can  de¬ 
cide  an  election. 

Given  the  uncertain  state  of  our 
nation  and  world,  therefore,  it  is  a 
matter  of  stewardship  and  compas¬ 
sion  to  care  for  our  neighbors  by 
choosing  the  best  qualified  people 
to  make  and  carry  out  policies  that  - 
affect  all  of  our  lives.  ^ , 

There’s  still  time  to  study  both 
the  issues  and  the  candidates  before 
going  to  the  polls  on  Nov.  3.  Taking 
the  time  to  do  so  is  time  well  spent. 

By  so  preparing,  our  subsequent 
time  in  the  voting  booth,  including 
prayer  for  divine  guidance,  can  be  a 
faithful  way  to  “give  to  Caesar  the 
things  that  are  Caesar’s  and  to  God 
the  things  that  are  God’s.” 


Here  I  Stand= 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

There's  still  time  to  study  both  the  issues  and  the  candidates  before 
going  to  the  polls  on  Nov.  3.  For  Christians,  voting  can  be  a  matter 
of  stewardship  and  compassion. 


We  dare  not  treat  anyone  as  a  'leper' 


By  |OHN  KINGSBURY 

A  few  years  ago.  I  attended  Shab- 
bat  services  at  a  local  synagogue. 
The  reading  from  the  Torah  for  that 
day  was  from  Leviticus  1 3  and  had 
to  do  with  the  ritual  cleansing  of 
lepers  within  the  ancient  Jewish 
community. 

I  remember  hearing  the  reading 
and  judging  those  ancient  people  as 
ignorant  and  unenlightened. 

The  rabbi  that  evening  then  de¬ 
livered  a  powerful,  compassionate 
message  concerning  the  church’s  re¬ 
action  to  the  devastation  of  AIDS. 

Just  as  lepers  were  avoided  and 
shunned  in  Old  Testament  times,  the 
rabbi  reminded  us  of  the  often  seem¬ 
ingly  uncaring  attitude  that  we  have 
toward  people  suffering  from  AIDS. 

I  digested  words 

For  several  months  after  that,  I 
confronted  and  digested  the  words  I 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
express  opinions  and 
concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  John 
Kingsbury  is  a  member 
of  Smoky  Hill  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Aurora,  Co.  (Rocky 
Mountain  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66027 5,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 

heard  that  evening.  I  have  come  to 
the  realization  that  it’s  all  too  easy 
to  dismiss  biblical  stories  of  leprosy 
as  the  reaction  of  an  uneducated 
people.  That  reaction  to  a  dread 
disease  is  not  necessarily  that  differ¬ 
ent  from  our  reaction  to  AIDS. 

I  have  come  to  a  further  realiza¬ 
tion  that  the  Bible  isn’t  only  talking 
about  medical  conditions.  While 
our  society's  treatment  of  leprosy  is 


What  others  are  saying= 


“We  shouldn’t  look  to  heaven  for 
all  our  morality:  we  should  work  it 
out  among  ourselves.  We  should 
learn  to  be  fair  with  one  another.” 


— Political  columnist  William  Sa- 
flre,  commenting  upon  his  new  book, 
“The  Book  of  Job  in  Today’s  Poli¬ 
tics.” 


far  different  than  the  Leviticus  sto¬ 
ry,  consider  the  church’s  response 
to  various  situations. 

Consider  the  young  lady  who, 
having  been  recently  separated  and 
divorced,  states  all  too  easily,  “I 
have  been  shunned  by  my  church 
and  my  friends.  I  expected  it  from 
my  church  but  not  from  my 
friends.”  She  expected  it  from  her 
church,  no  doubt,  because  it  hap¬ 
pens  all  too  often. 

Look  at  the  lonely  widow,  whose 
husband  of  many  years  died  six 
months  ago.  “I  had  many  calls  and 
visits  from  the  church  the  first  few 
weeks  after  his  death.  Everyone  was 
wonderful!  But  now,  I  just  wish 
someone  would  call.” 

Hear  parents'  story 

Hear  the  story  of  the  parents, 
having  recently  received  the  fact 
that  their  newborn  daughter  will  be 
deformed  and  severely  retarded. 

Their  friends  tell  them,  “You 
must  be  very  special  people  in 
God’s  eyes  to  be  given  such  a  spe¬ 
cial  child.  I  don’t  know  how  you 
handle  this.  I  know  I  couldn’t.”  And 
then  all  they  say  is,  “Goodbye.” 

When  people  call  out  to  us,  a  re- 
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sponse  of  abandonment  has  no 
place  in  the  church. 

Such  a  response  is  harmful,  both 
to  others  reaching  out  to  us  and  to 
our  own  Christian  journeys.  It 
seems  so  much  more  harmful  when 
the  response  is  given  to  someone 
within  our  church  family.  How  can 
we  develop  and  practice  successful 
outreach  beyond  the  walls  of  our 
church  when  we  aren’t  reaching  out 
to  those  within  our  church? 

I  am  convinced  that  sometimes 
our  reactions  don’t  go  any  further 
than  those  of  the  people  in  biblical 
times  in  responding  to  people  af¬ 
flicted  with  leprosy. 

When  we  contact  the  divorcee,  we 
contact  feelings  that  perhaps  our  own 
relationships  might  not  last  forever. 
When  we  face  the  widow,  we  face  our 
own  mortality.  When  we  reach  out  to 
the  new  parents  of  a  special  child,  we 
expose  our  own  fears. 

When  these  people  and  others 
reach  out  to  us,  we  need  to  respond 
with  compassion  and  with  a  Christ- 
like  response — and  not  with  the  cry 
of  “unclean.” _ 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  you  have  come  to  fulness  of 
life  in  him,  who  is  the  head  of  all 
rule  and  authority.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Acts  1:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  1 

Monday:  Psalms  149 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 50 
Wednesday:  Daniel  7:1-3,  15-18 
Thursday:  Luke  6:20-26 
Friday:  Luke  6:27-36 
Saturday:  Ephesians  1:3-10 
Sunday:  Ephesians  1 : 1 1-23 


Letters  to  the  Editor== 

Methodist  history  study 
shows  we've  lost  focus 


With  the  need  for  ministry,  mis¬ 
sion,  and  resources  from  devastated 
South  Florida  to  the  starving  in  So¬ 
malia,  from  the  crisis  of  our  inner- 
cities  to  the  collapse  of  the 
American  family,  I  am  appalled 
that  $599,335  is  going  to  be  spent 
on  yet  another  study  of  Methodism 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  16). 

I  think  we  have  simply  lost  our 
focus.  Instead  of  "Offering  them 
Christ,"  we  are  offering  nothing 
more  than  another  pile  of  useless 
statistical  data. 

Surely  this  gift  from  the  Lilly  En¬ 
dowment  could  be  used  for  some¬ 
thing  productive  such  as  world 
hunger  or  urban  programs  for  youth 
and  children. 

Richard  T.  Carruth 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Loving  the  'xenos' 

Thanks  for  the  timely  editorial 
and  related  article  on  the  sin  of  xe¬ 
nophobia  (see  UMR,  Oct.  1 6). 

To  the  relevant  scriptural  pas¬ 
sages  mentioned  (Malachi,  Exodus, 
and  Romans)  let  me  add  one  more 
which  is  especially  pertinent. 

In  the  Matthew  25:31-46  parable 
of  the  Last  Judgment  Jesus  himself 
is  the  xenos:  “I  was  a  stranger 
(xenos)  and  you  welcomed  me.” 

Our  word  xenophobia  comes 
from  this  Greek  word.  The  Mat¬ 
thew  passage  reminds  us  that  love 
for  the  most  alien  of  aliens  is  love 
for  Jesus  himself. 

William  K.  McElvaney 
Dallas,  Texas 

He's  just  not  aware 

Evidently,  when  George  Carey, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  says  that 
“Our  society  has 
more  problems 
with  heterosexual¬ 
ity  than  homosex¬ 
uality”  (see  UMR, 

Oct.  9),  he  is  just 
not  fully  aware  of  | 
the  situation. 

The  homosex¬ 
ual  commutiity  is'  the'  only  orga¬ 
nized  group  of  sinners,  that  I  know 
of,  that  is  petitioning  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  accept  their 
lifestyle  as  is,  no  strings  attached.  I 
know  of  none  of  the  other  sinners 
he  mentioned  who  are  likewise  peti¬ 
tioning  the  church. 

R.  K.  Curtis 
Lubbock,  Texas 
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George  Carey 


Others  are  also  abqsive 

In  the  Oct.  16  Letters  to  the  Editor, 
Robert  L.  Irwin’s  letter  headlined, 
“Is  problem  with  ‘male’  God  rooted 
in  abuse?”  contends  that  we  should 
“give  up  the  male  terms  for  God”  be¬ 
cause  of  some  abusive  fathers. 

Does  Mr.  Irwin  not  know  that 
some  mothers  are  abusive  also — 
along  with  brothers,  sisters,  uncles, 
cousins,  teachers,  neighbors,  and 
yes.  even  some  ministers? 

We  should  be  spreading  the  gos¬ 
pel  so  as  to  change  society  to  fit  the 
ideal — not  change  the  Bible  to  fit 
society. 

We  fail  our  children  today  by  not 
showing  the  ideal  as  an  example  to 
them,  by  not  setting  boundaries  for 
them,  by  not  teaching  right  and 
wrong  behavior,  by  not  living  in  a 
way  that  shows  love  for  others  who 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

need  to  know  true  Christian  love.  • 

We  know  our  God  through  our 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  who  taught  us 
to  pray:  “Our  Father . . 

Martha  Cooper 
Upland,  California 

Sticklers  chastised 

Robert  L.  Gamble’s  Oct.  2  “Here 
I  Stand”  tapped  one  of  the  real  rea¬ 
sons  that  our  church  has  been  losing 
members  at  a  rapid  rate. 

Surely  we  can  realize  that  effi¬ 
cient  means  to  purge  our  rolls  of 
non-attendees  has  meaning  only  for 
the  sticklers  among  us.  These  peo¬ 
ple  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we 
mortals  cannot  cut  any  person  out 
of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Furthermore,  reducing  member¬ 
ship  on  a  church’s  rolls  reduces 
their  apportionment  by  very  small 
amounts  due  to  the  complex  “for¬ 
mula”  that  is  applied. 

What  better  opportunity  to  create 
a  recognized  inactive  membership 
and  develop  a  “correspondence  min¬ 
istry”  to  keep  them  aware  of  the 
events,  problems,  and  successes  that 
their  old  church  is  experiencing. 

Is  it  not  an  unchristian  act  to  re¬ 
move  members’  names  from  the 
membership  rolls  without  their  re¬ 
quest  for  such  action  or  their  re¬ 
quest  for  their  membership  to  be 
transferred  to  a  different  church? 
To  take  the  action  of  purging  names 
from  our  rolls  based  only  on  the 
lack  of  a  response  to  a  written  re¬ 
quest  is  devoid  of  Christian  love 
and  cope.ern. 

Every  effort  by  every  conference 
should  be  made  to  bring  as  many  as 
possible  back  into  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Earl  Greeson 
Neelyville,  Missouri 

Masonry  isn't  a  religion 

In  the  Oct.  2  issue  I  noticed  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  FaithWatch  column 
headlined,  “Comes  prepared.” 

The  article  implies  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Church  believes 
that  Masonic  teachings  are  unchris¬ 
tian. 

Masonry  is  not  a  religion!  Nor 
does  it  teach  any  religious  concepts 
or  dogma.  The  individual  Mason  Is 
enjoined  to  attend  the  church  of  HIS 
choice.  Masonry  does  demand,  as  a 
requirement  for  membership,  the  be¬ 
lief  in  GOD  (by  whatever  name  the 
individual  member’s  religion  calls 
him). 

If  Larry  Holly,  the  Beaumont  phy¬ 
sician,  is  honest  in  his  research  he  will 
find  that  Masonry  is  neither  unchris¬ 
tian  nor  Christian,  since  Masonry  is  a 
worldwide  organization  and  has  Mus¬ 
lim  members  as  well  as  members 
from  most  other  world  religions. 

William  R.  Sloan 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


Remember  in 
prayer  United 
Methodist  missionar¬ 
ies  on  their  birthdays,  1 
and  the  many  mission 
projects  and  programs  of 
The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Give  the  gift  that 
each  day  of  the  year  cele¬ 
brates  United  Methodist 
sion  outreach. 

Order  your  gift  copies 
the  Prayer  Calendar  (JM660)  @  $5.00 
plus  postage,  from: 

Service  Center 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222- 
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PRAYERS  FOR  LIBERIA:  A  United 

Methodist  district  superintendent  in  Liberia  has 
.asked  for  the  church’s 
-  prayers,  as  fighting  resumes 
•in  the  West  African  coun¬ 
try.  The  Rev.  James  Kar- 

•  bee,  district  superintendent 
of  the  Grand  Bassa  District, 

••told  the  General  Board  of 
:  Global  Ministries  that  the 
army  under  rebel  leader 

•  Charles  Taylor  now  con-  Bishop  Kulah 
•■trols  at  least  95  percent  of  all  land  outside  of  the 

•  capital  city  of  Monrovia.  This  means  that  peo¬ 
ple  not  supporting  Mr.  Taylor  are  in  extreme 

'  danger.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  the  mission 
board  meeting  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  Mr.  Karblee 
was  detained  for  two  days  in  retaliation  for  the 
'  protests  of  Liberian  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Arthur  Kulah  against  Mr.  Taylor. 


FOR  THE  CHILDREN:  With  children’s 
issues  nearly  invisible  in  election  campaigns,  a 
group  of  prominent  religious  leaders  has  called 
.  for  more  justice  on  behalf  of  the  young.  “We  call 
.  upon  our  nation’s  elected  officials  and  those  seek¬ 
ing  office  to  make  specific  and  clear  commit¬ 
ments  to  the  well-being  of  every  child  and  to 
•  fulfill  those  promises,”  said  Protestant,  Catholic 
and  Jewish  leaders  in  a  joint  statement.  The  state¬ 
ment  was  issued  in  conjunction  with  the  National 
.Observance  of  Children’s  Sabbaths,  a  program  fo¬ 
cusing  on  children’s  needs  sponsored  by  the 
Washington-based  Children’s  Defense  Fund. 


FAITH  AND  VOTES:  Strict  Bible-believ- 
ers  are  slightly  more  likely  to  vote  for  Gov.  Bill 
Clinton  than  for  President  George  Bush  despite 
the  Republican  Party’s  appeal  to  the  Religious 
Right  at  its  convention,  says  a  national  poll  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  and  Religious  News  Service.  The  poll, 
conducted  Oct.  8-9,  showed  that  37  percent  of 
the  biblical  conservatives  said  they  intended  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Clinton;  36  percent  said  they 
would  vote  for  Mr.  Bush.  People  who  said  they 
attended  church  five  or  more  times  in  Septem¬ 
ber  preferred  Clinton  to  Bush  by  a  spread  of  64 
percent  to  34  percent. 


URBAN  TIES:  Spring  riots  in  Los  Angeles 
are  a  signal  that  churches  there  need  to  forge 
cross-denominational  ties  for  urban  programs, 
according  to  participants  at  an  urban  ministries 
conference  in  Los  Angeles  sponsored  by  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  The 
Rev.  Gerald  Cunningham,  convener  of  the 
three-day  event,  said  the  235  participants  were 
convinced  that  Christians  have  to  extend  their 
boundaries  if  they  hope  to  alleviate  urban  ills. 

MAKING  AMENDS:  Southern  Baptist 
officials  have  apologized  for  last  year’s  abrupt 
decision  to  cancel  funding  for  a  Swiss  seminary 
they  considered  too  liberal,  smoothing  relations 
with  European  Baptists  who  were  outraged  by 
the  decision.  The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  had  withdrawn  $365,000  in  funding 
for  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Rusch- 
likon,  Switzerland,  last  year  over  concerns  that 
the  seminary  was  too  liberal,  despite  a  promise 
,to  continue  funding  at  least  through  1 992. 

RESIGNING:  The  president  of  the  presti¬ 
gious  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Louisvile,  Roy  Honeycutt,  has  announced  that 
"he  will  retire  at  the  end  of  1993.  A  target  of 
Southern  Baptist  ultraconservatives  who  has 
headed  Southern  since  1982,  Dr.  Honeycutt 
said  he  was  resigning  for  the  good  of  the  school, 
'which  is  widely  considered  a  first-rate  institu¬ 
tion.  Fie  has  been  an  outspoken  critic  of  the  fun¬ 
damentalist  faction  in  the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  denomination  and  of  that  group’s 
campaign  to  wrest  control  of  national  agencies 
and  seminaries  from  moderates. 

.Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bolivia  church  to  missions  board:  Take  over! 


Mission  Society  backs  ousted  bishop 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  agreed  to  take  over  ad¬ 
ministration  of  all  United 
Methodist-related  property  in 
Bolivia  at  the  request  of  Bolivia’s 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church. 

The  mission  board’s  action  fol¬ 
lows  four  months  of  dispute  be¬ 
tween  two  groups  seeking  to 
control  the  Bolivian  Methodist 
church. 

During  an  extended  closed  ses¬ 
sion  on  Oct.  21,  nearly  all  of  the 
board’s  178  elected  directors  vot¬ 
ed  to  respond  affirmatively  to  an 
urgent  plea  for  help  from  the 
newly  installed  officials  of  The 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia. 

Power  of  attorney 

Donald  Reasoner,  Global  Min¬ 
istries  staff  executive  for  Bolivia, 
was  expected  to  travel  there  this 
week  with  power  of  attorney 
needed  for  the  administration  of 
the  mission  institutions. 

Some  7 1  legal  titles  of  proper¬ 
ties  are  registered  in  the  name  of 
the  U.S.-based  mission  board. 
Global  Ministries  will  manage  at 
least  30  of  those  related  to  mis¬ 
sion  institutions,  such  as  schools, 
clinics,  day  care  centers  and  hos¬ 
pitals. 

Mr.  Reasoner  will  also  prepare 
newly  installed  officials  of  the 
Bolivian  Methodist  church  for 
the  arrival  of  other  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  who  will  assist  Bolivian 
Methodists  during  their  transi¬ 
tion  to  new  leadership. 

The  Evangelical  Methodist 


Church  in  Bolivia  has  13,000 
members. 


Emergency  situation 

The  emergency  situation  is  the 
result  of  an  ongoing  dispute  be¬ 
tween  two  groups: 

•  Supporters  of  former  Bishop 
Carlos  Huacani,  who  was  sus¬ 
pended  from  his  episcopal  duties 
by  the  judicial  commission  of  the 
Bolivian  Methodist  Church. 
Bishop  Huacani  was  accused  of 
dictatorial  administration  after 
serving  Vh  years  of  a  four-year 
term; 

•Supporters  of  Bishop  Zacar- 
ias  Mamani,  who  was  elected  as 
his  successor  at  a  special  assem¬ 
bly  in  October  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
23). 

Through  a  letter  dated  Oct.  21, 
transmitted  to  the  global  minis¬ 
tries  meeting  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Bolivian  Meth- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Bolivian  Methodists  who  con¬ 
tend  that  Bishop  Carlos  Huacani 
remains  the  legal  bishop  of  The 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia  aren’t  alone. 

The  Rev.  Ira.  L.  Gallaway, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists,  told  the  Reporter 
that  Bishop  Huacani  has  been 
wrongly  accused. 

He  said  the  Mission  Society — 
an  unofficial  missionary-sending 
agency  based  in  Atlanta — will 
continue  to  give  the  bishop  its 


odist  Church  in  the  city  of  La  Paz, 
Bolivian  church  officials  requested 
the  World  Division  assume  opera¬ 
tion  and  administration  of  all  in¬ 
stitutions  in  Bolivia  now  presently 
owned  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  letter  was  signed  by  newly 
elected  Bishop  Zacarias  Mamani; 
the  Rev.  Gustavo  Loz,  executive 
secretary  of  Life  and  Mission;  the 
Rev.  Pascual  Mamani;  executive 
secretary  of  administration  and 
finance;  and  Alex  Coila,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  projects  and 
service. 

Retains  ownership 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
chief  executive  of  the  World  Di¬ 
vision,  told  the  Reporter  that  it  is 
common  practice  for  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  to  re¬ 
tain  ownership  of  church-related 
properties  in  countries  with  un- 


"What  has  happened 
in  Bolivia  is  a  great 
discredit  to  United 
Methodists." 

— Ira  Gallaway 


support. 

Mission  Society  president  Julia 
Williams  added  that  the  Bolivian 
courts  have  ruled  twice  in  favor 
of  Bishop  Huacani.  She  said  a 
third  ruling  is  expected  this  week 
to  determine  which  group  can  te¬ 


stable  political  or  economic  situ¬ 
ations. 

Usually  the  administration  of 
those  properties  is  transferred  to 
the  local  Methodist  Church  by  a 
power  of  attorney  from  the  U.S.- 
based  mission  board.  Dr.  Har¬ 
man  said. 

The  request  from  Bolivian 
Methodist  officials  for  the  U.S. 
missions  board  to  assume  admin¬ 
istration  is  an  indication  of  seri¬ 
ous  instability  in  the  Bolivian 
church,  officials  noted. 

“The  people  of  Bolivia  are  say¬ 
ing,  'What  kind  of  church  is 
this?’  ’’  said  Bishop  J.  Lloyd 
Knox  (Atlanta  Area)  to  members 
of  the  World  Division.  A  former 
missionary  to  Bolivia,  Bishop 
Knox  said  he  visited  that  country 
recently  to  give  pastoral  support. 

“One  group  is  putting  ads  in 
the  [Bolivian]  newspapers,  saying 
one  group  is  wrong  and  the  other 


gaily  used  the  name,  “The  Evan¬ 
gelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia.” 

“What  has  happened  in  Boliv¬ 
ia  is  a  great  discredit  to  United 
Methodists,”  said  Dr.  Gallaway. 

“Bolivian  Methodists  say  they 
don’t  want  imperialism  by  our 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  and  that’s  why  they  have 
asked  us  to  help  them. 

“Regardless  of  what  people  say 
[Mr.]  Huacani  may  or  may  not 
have  done,  the  Bolivian  court 
will  decide  who  will  lead  the 
church.” 

—DEMISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


is  right. 

“It  is  my  prayer  that  this  be  re¬ 
solved.” 

'Not  recognized' 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon  (Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area),  president  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  World  Division, 
released  a  statement  saying: 
“Bishop  Huacani  has  not  recog¬ 
nized  the  actions  of  the  special 
assembly.” 

"The  newly  elected  officials  of 
the  Bolivian  church  and  the 
small  group  of  Huacani  support¬ 
ers  are  now  engaged  in  numerous 
legal  contests,  some  which  in¬ 
clude  properties  owned  by  units 
of  the  board.” 

Bishop  Solomon  called  for  the 
prayers  of  thousands  of  United 
Methodists  who  have  served 
Christ  among  the  people  of  Bo¬ 
livia  across  the  years. 


First  Korean  class  among  1 0  new  missionaries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — Ten 
new  missionaries  were  commis¬ 
sioned  Oct.  18  in  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  hailed  as  an  expression  of 
fellowship  with  United  Method¬ 
ists  representing  churches 
throughout  the  globe. 

In  addition^  six  people  who  are 
already  in  mission  were  reinstat¬ 
ed  or  given  full-time  missionary 
assignments  to  “take  the  Gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  into  all 
the  world. . .  ” 

Held  at  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
the  service  of  commissioning  and 
recognition  marked  a  list  of 
“Firsts”  for  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries: 

/The  first  time  the  service  of 
worship  was  printed  in  five  lan¬ 
guages — English,  Spanish,  French, 
Russia,  and  Korean — recognizing 
the  various  cultures  involved  dur¬ 
ing  the  worship  service. 

/  The  first  time  the  service  in¬ 
cluded  a  Wesley  “Love  Feast,” 
during  which  the  entire  congrega¬ 
tion  was  asked  to  make  a  cove¬ 
nant  to  “shed  the  love  of  God 
abroad”  from  within  their  hearts. 

/  The  first  formal  participation 
of  the  Korean  American  Methodist 
Association,  representing  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Korea. 

“The  association  brings  togeth¬ 
er  a  national  network  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  that  are 
predominantly  Korean  Ameri¬ 
can,”  said  the  Rev.  John  L. 
McCullough,  chief  executive  of 
the  board’s  Mission  Personnel 


Resources  Program  Department. 

“These  congregations  have  ac¬ 
tive  interest  in  sending  people  in 
mission,  particularly  in  Russia.” 

Dr.  McCullough  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  an  agreement  was 
made  between  the  association 
and  Global  Ministries  to  accept, 
train  and  commission  several 
Korean  candidates  as  United 
Methodist  missionaries. 

The  first  group  includes: 

The  Rev.  Yo  Han  and  Bok  Jai 
Choi,  who  attend  the  Tampa  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Florida  Conference;  their  daughter 
Eun  kyung  Choi;  and  her  husband 
the  Rev.  Kyang  Seuk  Choi.  The 
younger  Chois  both  attend  the  Sun 
Lim  World  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Seoung  Ye  Park,  who  attends  New 
Brunswick  Korean  (New  Jersey) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Nak  In  Sung,  who  attends  Yue 
Hok  Church  in  Inchon,  Korea. 

These  people  are  expected  to  leave 
immediately  for  Russia  to  begin  evan¬ 
gelism  programs  in  that  country. 

Others  commissioned  as  mission¬ 
aries  include: 

The  Rev.  Benjamin  Ball  of  the  De¬ 
troit  Conference,  to  the  Kentucky- 
based  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference.  Mr.  Ball  will  become  a 
local  pastor  in  that  conference. 

The  Rev.  Martha  Ball  of  the  De¬ 
troit  Conference,  to  the  Henderson 
Settlement  in  Frakes,  Ky.  Ms.  Ball 
will  become  the  program’s  commu¬ 
nity  outreach  director. 

Norma  Fleisher  of  the  Nebraska 
Conference,  to  the  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville.  Ms.  Fleisher 
will  serve  as  the  center’s  certified 
public  accountant. 

The  Rev.  Sally  Wisner  of  the  Yel- 
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STAMFORD,  Conn. — Candidates  gather  at  the  front  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  as  leaders 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  commission  them  as  United  Methodist  missionaries. 


lowstone  Conference.  Ms.  Wisner 
will  serve  as  a  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  worker  for  the  United  Methodist 
Center  for  Older  Adults  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala. 

Laural  Filak  from  the  East  Ohio 
Conference,  to  Wesley  Community 
Center  in  Houston,  Texas.  Ms.  Filak 
will  be  a  community  center  teacher. 

Todd  Hoke  from  the  Texas  Con¬ 
ference.  to  the  Don  Miller  House, 


AIDS  Interfaith  Residential  Services 
in  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Hoke  will 
serve  as  a  nursing  assistant. 

Stephanie  Folsom,  from  the  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  Conference,  to 
the  Tacoma  (Wash.)  Community 
House.  Ms.  Folsom  will  serve  as  a 
literacy  coordinator. 

Susan  Johnson  from  the  Detroit 
Conference,  to  the  Moore  Communi¬ 
ty  House  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  Ms.  John¬ 


son  will  coordinate  a  child  advocacy 
network. 

The  Rev.  Alan  and  Marilyn  Joy 
S trickier  from  the  Missouri  West 
Conference,  to  the  Good  Neighbor 
Settlement  House  in  Brownsville, 
Texas.  Mr.  Strickler  will  become  the 
program's  executive  director.  Mrs. 
Strickler  will  serve  as  a  teacher  in 
family  and  community  ministry. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Magazine  expose'  hits  at  Donald  Wildmon 


•Religious  News  Service 

The  anti-pornography  American 
family  Association,  run  by  United 
iMethodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Don- 
laid  Wildmon,  is  a  “paper  tiger” 
rnore  interested  in  raising  money 
than  changing  television  advertising 


and  programming,  according  to  the 
current  issue  of  “Mother  Jones” 
magazine. 

In  an  article  titled  “Bible  Belt 
Blowhard,”  the  muckracking  maga¬ 
zine  said  it  sent  Pulitzer  Prize-win¬ 
ning  author  Bill  Dedman  “under¬ 
ground”  to  research  Mr.  Wildmon’s 
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group  and  its  sometimes  potent 
threats  to  mount  boycotts  against 
advertisers  of  tele¬ 
vision  programs  it 
considers  to  have 
too  much  sex. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  5 
of  Tupelo,  Miss., 
has  attracted  more  1 
than  $6  million 

for  his  association  _ 

through  a  sophisti-  Donald  Wildmon 
cated  direct-mail  operation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  “Mother  Jones.” 


Mr.  Wildmon  has  claimed  credit 
for  the  end  of  AT&T  advertising  on 
‘‘Saturday  Night  Live.”  Burger 
King,  the  fast-food  chain,  took  out 
half-page  ads  in  more  than  500 
newspapers  proclaiming  its  support 
of  “traditional  family  values”  after 
a  two-month  boycott  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Association. 

But  Mr.  Dedman  said  that  com¬ 
panies  that  stand  firm  in  the  face  of 
the  association’s  boycott  threats 
have  nothing  to  fear  because  they 
have  little,  if  any,  effect. 


“What  they  don't  know  is  that  he 
is  a  paper  tiger,  a  mythical  creature 
in  white  polyester  shirts,  who’s  for¬ 
midable  only  when  he’s  not  being 
challenged.”  he  wrote. 

Mr.  Dedman  said  the  American 
Family  Association  has  few  active 
members.  He  notes,  for  example, 
that  when  Mr.  Wildmon  called  for 
pickets  at  Kmart’s  2,300  stores,  just 
30  were  picketed. 

Allen  Wildmon,  a  spokesman  for 
the  American  Family  Association, 
said  he  hadn't  seen  the  “Mother 
Jones”  article  and  added:  “What 
‘Mother  Jones'  says  doesn't  matter 
one  way  or  another.” 

Mr.  Dedman  noted  that  Mr. 
Wildmon’s  organization  ignores  the 
Better  Business  Bureau's  guidelines 
on  financial  disclosure  and  has  also 
ignored  “three  written  requests  for 
basic  financial  information.” 

Allen  Wildmon,  however,  said  the 
association5  hah 'An  independent  audit 
run  every  year.  “It’s  quite  extensive,” 
he  said.  And,  he  noted,  the  group  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Evangelical  Council  for 
Financial  Accountability. 


Chicago  Temple  nixes 
Secret  Service's  guns 


Nobody  brings  weapons  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord — not  even  the 
Secret  Service  protecting  a  presi¬ 
dential  candidate. 

That’s  what  the  Rev.  Gene 
Winkler,  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  told  the  elite  guard  last  week. 

The  Secret  Service  came  to  the 
historic  urban  congregation,  more 
familiarly  known  as  Chicago  Tem¬ 
ple,  because  of  its  proximity  to 
City  Hall  Plaza  where  Arkansas 
Gov.  Bill  Clinton  made  a  cam¬ 
paign  stop  Oct.  20. 

Chicago  Temple’s  20-story  sky¬ 
scraper  is  across  the  street  from 
City  Hall  in  the  Loop.  The 
church's  sanctuary,  classrooms 
and  offices  occupy  the  first  two 
floors,  while  other  offices  are  rent¬ 
ed  to  tenants. 

One  of  the  building’s  most  dis¬ 


tinctive  features,  however,  are  the 
terraces  that  ring  its  “Sky  Parson¬ 
age.”  the  pastor's  penthouse  resi¬ 
dence. 

Consequently,  agents  identified 
Chicago  Temple  as  a  prime  site 
both  for  observation  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area  and  for  protecting 
against  an  assassin’s  incursion. 

Dr.  Winkler  told  the  Reporter 
that  church  leaders  had  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  having  Secret  Service 
agents  on  the  premises  to  look  out 
for  the  Democratic  candidate’s 
safety. 

"But  we  wouldn’t  let  them  bring 
in  their  guns,”  he  added. 

Chicago  Temple  also  allowed  lo¬ 
cal  media  to  stage  a  press  confer¬ 
ence  with  Gov.  Clinton  in  the 
church’s  basement  after  another 
nearby  building  refused. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

STAFF  CUT:  One  of  five  executive  staff  po¬ 
sitions  will  be  cut  next  year  from  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns.  Directors  decided  in  early  Oc¬ 
tober  to  cut  one  staff  position  in  order  to  have 
funds  in  a  $723,500  budget  to  restore  support  to 
financially  struggling  ecumenical  organizations. 
Total  ecumenical  support  dropped  from 
$160,000  in  1991  (19  percent  of  budget)  to 
$42,550  in  1992  (5.9  percent  of  budget).  Com¬ 
mission  funds  help  support  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union  (COCU) 
and  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

EDUCATOR  DIES:  The  Rev.  Alfredo 
“Ted"  Grout,  president  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  Tex¬ 
as,  died  Oct.  17  of  virulent  spinal  meningitis.  A 
memorial  service  was  held  Oct.  22  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Dr.  Grout  was  a  member  of  the  Spanish- 
language  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference.  The 
institute  is  a  church-related  bilingual  college 
preparatory  school.  Memorial  contributions 
may  be  sent  to  the  Alfredo  T.  Grout  Scholarship 
Fund,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  517  S.  Flor¬ 
ence  St.,  El  Paso,  Texas  79901. 

RISE  IN  CHURCH  FUNDS:  Receipts 

in  18  funds  that  support  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  programs  in  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  were  2.14  percent  higher  in  the 
first  three  quarters  of  1992  than  the  same  peri¬ 
od  in  1991.  Income  through  Sept.  30  topped 
$68.5  million,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  reported  Oct.  7.  That’s 
about  $  1 .4  million  more  than  a  year  ago.  World 
Service,  the  denomination’s  basic  program 
fund,  increased  by  3.25  percent  to  almost  44 
percent  of  the  1992  goal.  Fourth-quarter  re¬ 
ceipts  traditionally  are  the  largest  of  the  year. 


Grants  awarded 


STAMFORD,  Conn. — Joanne  M.  ’Reich  of 
Little  Rock,  (left)  and  Sarah  F.  Martin  II  of 
St.  Louis,  have  been  named  recipients  of 
the  1993  Theressa  Hoover  Community  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Global  Citizen  Award.  The  grants, 
which  will  be  in  the  range  of  $4,000- 
$5,000,  are  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  award  is  for  study  and  research 
within  the  current  interests  of  the  division. 
Ms.  Reich  attends  Pulaski  Heights  UMC, 
and  Ms.  Martin  attends  Samaritan  UMC. 


Speaker  says  prayer  is 
road  to  God's  power 


By  DEBRA  ENNACO  McKNIGHT 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.— 
Prayer  enables  God  to  give  us  the 
power  to  move  beyond  our  indi¬ 
vidual  bruises  and  hurts  into 
lives  of  endurance,  forgiveness 
and  ministry. 

That  assurance  came  recently 
from  a  longtime  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  speaking  to  the  Inter¬ 
national  Prayer  Fellowship’s 
annual  gathering. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Bates,  director 
of  the  ’  North  Alabama  Annual 
Conference  ministry  with  retired 
pastors,  told  the  fellowship,  "God 
is  a  god  of  love  and  power.  He  is  a 
god  of  action.  If  we  do  not  give  up. 
His  will  will  be  continuously  done 
in  our  lives.  And  He  will  use  us 
and  put  us  in  the  right  place  at  the 
right  time  with  the  right  word  with 
the  right  person.” 

Dr.  Bates  said  he  has  discov¬ 


ered  three  benefits  from  develop¬ 
ing  and  maintaining  a  daily, 
disciplined  prayer  life. 

f  An  awareness  of  a  spiritual 
world.  “There  is  so  much  to  dis¬ 
cover,  and  that’s  the  excitement 
about  prayer.  That’s  what  brings 
me  alive  and  turns  me  on  to  God 
to  know  that  when  I  come  into 
this  presence  I  discover  a  brand 
new  world  of  delight,  a  world  of 
power,  a  world  of  love  and  a 
world  of  faith.” 

He  recommended  memorizing 
Scripture  and  praying  during  daily 
walks  to  nurture  this  awareness. 

S  Power  for  living.  Dr.  Bates 
explained  that  this  is  the  power 
given  for  the  endurance  to  live  a 
Christian  life  of  forgiveness  and 
fulfillment. 

“We’ve  got  to  have  some  kind 
of  power  to  sustain  life.  That’s 
what  I  discovered  when  God  told 


me,  ‘Ralph,  even  when  you  don’t 
like  yourself,  even  when  you 
don’t  like  your  environment, 
even  when  you  don’t  like  your 
family,  even  when  you  don’t  like 
me.  I’m  going  to  be  there  and 
help  you  to  move  right  on.’  Now 
that’s  the  kind  of  power  that  I  see 
most  people  needing  today.” 

■f  God’s  prevenient  grace  en¬ 
abling  ministry  to  others.  Dr. 
Bates  told  the  group  that  preve¬ 
nient  grace  “is  the  grace  that  goes 
before.  It’s  the  grace  that  leads 
and  guides  us,  day  by  day,  along 
the  way.  I  have  had  people  say  to 
me  throughout  my  ministry, 
‘How  did  you  know  I  needed  you 
today?’  God  will  guide  your  min¬ 
istry.  When  God  comes  into  your 
life,  you  don’t  use  God — God 
uses  you.” 

Ms.  McKnight  is  design  editor 
for  the  Reporter. 


Fellowship  sees  world  as  its  parish 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
In  a  circle  around  the  20-foot 
cross  that  overlooks  Lake  Juna- 
luska  Assembly,  some  of  the  80 
members  of  the  International 
Prayer  Fellowship  recently  prac¬ 
ticed  what  they  call  their  primary 
purpose. 

As  the  sky  began  to  lighten  and 
the  mist  gradually  melted  from 
the  lake,  the  group  prayed  for 
one  another. 

The  fellowship  meets  every 
year  at  Lake  Junaluska  for  a 
weekend  of  singing,  speakers  and 
testimonies  of  how  prayer 
changes  lives,  said  Jessie  Piercy, 
the  group’s  president  and  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laywoman. 

World  outreach 

“It’s  because  of  Jesus  Christ 
that  this  man  stands  before  you 
saved,”  Rev.  Whitney  Doifgh,  a 
retired  member  of  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference,  told  the  fel¬ 
lowship  during  a  time  of  personal 
faith  sharing.  He  led  the  group’s 
daily  singing  of  classic  hymns 
like  “Sweet  Hour  of  Prayer.” 

Like  Mr.  Dough,  the  fellowship’s 
leaders  are  primarily  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  take  John  Wesley’s  vi¬ 
sion  of  a  global  parish  seriously. 

“We  are  interdenominational. 


The  fellowship's 
leaders  are  primarily 
United  Methodists  who 
take  John  Wesley's 
vision  of  a  global 
parish  seriously. 

interracial  and  international,” 
Ms.  Piercy  said. 

She  added  that  she  doesn’t 
know  how  many  denominations 
the  members  represent  because  “I 
never  ask  them  ...  I  don’t  care.” 

Of  the  80  persons  attending 
the  retreat  about  30  were  interna¬ 
tional  students  attending  school 
in  this  country,  temporarily  away 
froiq,  thejr, homes  iq  places  like 
Bolivia,  Kenya,  Japan  and  Mexi¬ 
co.  Fellowship  members  custom¬ 
arily  offer  to  pay  for  any 
student’s  lodging  provided  they 
can  get  there  for  the  weekend. 
'Pray  for  my  country' 

“Please  pray  for  my  country,” 
urged  Megumi  Mochizuki,  a  Jap¬ 
anese  student  attending  Warren 
Wilson  College  in  North  Caroli¬ 
na.  "Only  1  percent  are  Chris¬ 
tian.  Japan  is  advanced 
economically,  but  that  doesn’t 
mean  people  are  happy.” 

James  Davis,  84,  of  Dallas,  a 


United  Methodist  layman  and 
the  last  living  founder  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Prayer  Fellowship,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  group  came  to¬ 
gether  for  the  first  time  in  1966 
in  Seoul,  Korea. 

He  said  the  late  Helen  Kim, 
then  president  of  Ewah  Woman’s 
University  in  Seoul,  “had  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  the  healing  that  could 
take  place  between  races,  nation¬ 
alities  and  denominations  if  we 
could  be  brought  together  in 
prayer,  praying  for  one  another. 

“She  selected  46  different  peo¬ 
ple,  from  different  walks  of  life, 
to  give  a  witness  on  prayer  in 
their  lives — what  it  meant  to 
them.  On  the  next  night,  after  an 
all-night  prayer  vigil,  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  it  should  be  a  world 
movement.  I’ve  been  in  it  ever 
since,”  Mr.  Davis  said. 

The  late  Harry  Denman,  the 
noted  United  Methodist  lay 
evangelist,  was  the  third  founder 
of  the  Fellowship. 

“Dr.  Denman  was  totally  dedi¬ 
cated  to  evangelism,  people  and 
prayer,”  Mr.  Davis  said.  “He 
never  wore  a  watch.  He  was  giv¬ 
en  many,  but  he  gave  them  all 
away.  He  said  it  gave  him  a 
chance  to  talk  to  people  when  he 
asked  them  the  time  of  day. 

— DEBRA  ENNACO  MCKNIGHT 
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LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. — International  Prayer  Fellowship 
members  gather  around  Lake  Junaluska's  illuminated  cross  for 
sunrise  prayers.  The  group  strives  for  ''international,  interra¬ 
cial,  and  interdenominational"  participation,  says  its  president, 
Jessie  Piercy. 


Study  reveals  prayer's 
physical  effects  on  body 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— 
Prayer  is  not  only  good  for  the 
soul,  it’s  good  for  the  body. 

That’s  the  word  from  a  re¬ 
source  used  by  the  International 
Prayer  Fellowship. 

The  group’s  recent  retreat  at 
Lake  Junaluska  cited  research 
completed  by  a  cardiologist  with 
393  heart  patients  and  published 
in  “Dr.  Dean  Ornish’s  Program 
for  Reversing  Heart  Disease.” 

According  to  the  report.  Dr. 
Randy  Byrd  assigned  393  heart 
patients,  each  of  whom  had  been 
admitted  to  the  coronary  care  unit 
during  a  10-month  period,  to  two 
groups.  The  patients’  ages  and  the 
severity  of  their  disease  were  fac¬ 
tored  into  the  division  process. 

Dr.  Byrd  then  located  individ¬ 
uals  around  the  country  who 
agreed  to  pray  once  a  day  for  one 
of  the  192  patients  in  the  experi¬ 
mental  group.  Each  patient  in 
this  group  had  from  5  to  7  people 
praying  for  him  or  her,  but  were 
not  told  so  by  the  researchers. 

The  second  group,  or  control 
group,  of  201  patients  didn’t  have 
individuals  praying  for  them. 


Dr.  Byrd  found  that  the 
“prayed-for”  patients  had  signifi¬ 
cantly  fewer  instances  of  compli¬ 
cations.  Only  3  required 
antibiotics,  compared  to  16  in  the 
control  group.  Only  6  suffered 
from  from  fluid  in  the  lungs,  com¬ 
pared  to  18  in  the  control  group. 
None  of  the  “prayed-for”  patients 
required  artificial  respiration, 
compared  to  12  of  those  in  the 
control  group  who  did. 

Barbara  Von  Frogge,  a  fellow¬ 
ship  member  and  psychology 
teacher,  said  that  that  psycholo¬ 
gists  agree  that  a  person’s 
thoughts  affect  the  body. 

“We  know  that  the  brain  re¬ 
leases  chemicals.  More  than  200 
of  these  are  mood-altering.  So 
what  you  think,  you  do  produce 
in  your  brain  chemically. 

“Taking  that  medical  base,  I 
believe,  when  you  pray,  there  is  a 
balancing  that  takes  place  in  the 
body.  You  relax.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  a  power  of  its  own  that  relax¬ 
es  you  and  makes  you  function  as 
God  intended,”  she  said. 

—DEBRA  ENNACO  MCKNIGHT 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S 10  additional  plus  add  S8  for  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  our  contact  information  we  in¬ 
sert.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved  in 
advance. _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  3737  South  Peoria  Avenue,  Tulsa,  OK 
74105-3288. _ _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  sought  for 
growing  congregation.  Degree  and  experience  de¬ 
sired,  with  emphasis  on  music  education  for  both 
adults  and  children.  Contact:  Mark  Haines.  P.O. 
Box  1729,  Coppell,  TX  75019, _ 

DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  OUTREACH.  Edu¬ 
cational  Ministries  and  Youth.  Full-time  position. 
Experience  required.  Resume  to:  Staff/Parish 
Committee.  Onalaska  UMC.  Box  37.  Onalaska. 
WI  54650.  


DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER.  A  national  non-profit 
board,  located  on  Upper  West  Side  of  New  York 
City,  which  supports  a  92  year  old  Christian  medical 
college  and  hospital  in  India.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  developing,  implementing  and  administering 
an  ongoing  funds  development  program  that  in¬ 
cludes  an  annual  campaign,  a  planned  giving  pro¬ 
gram.  cultivating  and  soliciting  major  gifts  from 
individuals/churches/govemment/corporations  and 
initiating  new  funds  development  projects.  Candi¬ 
date  must  possess  bachelor’s  degree  and  demonstrat¬ 
ed  2  years  (minimum)  of  solid  funds  development 
achievement,  outstanding  written  and  oral  commu¬ 
nication  skills,  interpersonal  and  computer  skills, 
and  a  self-starter  with  organizational  skills  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  prioritize.  A  certified  fund  raising  executive  is 
a  plus.  Interested  applicant  submits  resume,  refer¬ 
ences  and  salary  history  to:  Vellore  Christian  Medi¬ 
cal  College  Board  (USA),  Inc.,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  243.  New  York,  NY  101 15.  Vellore  Board  is 
an  Affirmative  Action  Equal  Opportunity  Employ- 


DIRECTOR/MANAGER  with  experience  sought 
for  new  Widewater  Retreat  and  Ministry  Center  in 
northwest  Ohio  beginning  January  1993.  Applica¬ 
tion  deadline  November  4,  1992.  Send  resume  to: 
Ted  Witt,  471  East  Broad  Street  —  Suite  1106, 
Columbus.  OH  43215. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN  S 
Ministries  needed  for  fast-growing  1300-mcmbcr 
church.  Position  coming  open  November  I .  Main¬ 
tain  good  present  ministries  and  expand.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  St. 
Timothy  UMC,  335  Highway  3228,  Mandeville, 
LA  70448. _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR,  FULL-TIME  for  1600- 
member  church  with  active  youth  program.  Expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Salary  based  on  experience. 
Resumes  to:  Search  Committee,  201  E.  Fourth  St., 
Owensboro,  KY  42303. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  with  responsibilities  for 
both  organ  and  choirs.  Large  downtown  church, 
1300-members.  10  yrs.  experience.  Salary 
S25.000-S30.000.  Apply  to:  George  Muck.  Court 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  215  N.  Court. 
Rockford,  1L  61 103. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  NORTH  INDIANA 
Conference  Director  Of  Finance  And  Administra¬ 
tion.  Contact:  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Rough,  Conference 
Chairperson  of  Personnel.  219  High  Street.  Mun- 
cie,  IN  47305. _ 

MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  NEW  CHRISTIAN 
Life  Enrichment  Center  for  growing  evangelical 
3000-member  United  Methodist  Church.  Must 
have  demonstrated  abilities  in  program  develop¬ 
ment,  administration  and  leisure  ministries.  Or¬ 
dained  minister  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Thomas  Webster.  Church  Administrator,  St.  Paul 
UMC,  1 199  Highland  Avenue.  Largo,  FL  34640. 

CHURCH  TRANSPORTATION  SPECIALIST.  Buv 
cs  and  vans!  Distributor  for  Champion  buses.  1 5-33 
passenger  vans  with  center  aisle,  raised  roof,  electric 
step.  Call  Trinity  Transportation.  (817)  458-4844. 

A  LOCAL  CHURCH  EDITION  of  the  United  Meth¬ 

odist  Reporter?  Contact:  Ron  Thomas.  UMR.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  TX  752664)275.  (214)  6306495. 


“CAN  YOU  COME  HOME  FOR  Christmas?"  — 
seven  poems  by  Samuel  Carruth  (Elton  Truc- 
blood:  "Really  good!”),  plus  short  story.  "The 
Night  the  Angels  Sang  on  the  Freeway,"  plus 
Christmas  vignette,  “And  a  Shetland  Pony."  —  all 
for  S6.95.  California  residents  add  8.25%  tax. 
Mail  check  or  money  order  to:  Southwest  Enter¬ 
prises.  2702  West  182nd  Street.  Dept.  UMR695. 
Redondo  Beach.  CA  90278. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  Min¬ 
istry.  First  UMC.  1928  Ross  Avenue.  Dallas,  TX 
75201.  (214)  220-2727.  Send  resumes  to  Karen 
Spencer  by  November  23rd. _ 

2100-MEMBER  CHURCH  NEEDS  full-time  Mu¬ 
sic  Director  January  1,  1993.  Fully  graded  music 
program  with  9  vocal  groups  and  1 1  handbell  en¬ 
sembles.  Send  resume  to:  Senior  Pastor.  Greggton 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  150086, 
Longview,  TX  75615. _ 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 
Leadership  over  Sunday  school.  United  Methodist 
youth  fellowship,  and  other  related  youth  program¬ 
ming  at  large.  Rapidly  growing  church  in  suburban 
Indianapolis.  Strong  administrative  skills  required. 
Multi-stafT  experience  helpful.  Part-time/full-time. 
S 1 5.000-25,000  range.  Please  send  resume  to:  Cast- 
lcton  United  Methodist  Church.  Attention:  Rever¬ 
end  Charles  R.  Armstrong.  7101  N.  Shadeland 
Avenue,  Indianapolis,  IN  46250-2071, _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  in  900-member  United 
Methodist  congregation.  Beautiful  East  Texas  town 
of  13,000.  Need  someone  to  generate  enthusiasm 
while  developing  and  coordinating  children,1  youth 
and  adult  choirs.  Historic  sanctuary  with  Hillgreen 
&  Lane  pipe  organ.  Diaconal  certificate  preferred. 
Self-motivated  essential.  Resume  to:  Rev,  Matt 
Idom.  4 1 6  S.  Bonner.  Jacksonville,  TX  75766. _ 

JOURNEYS  OF  PAUL  via  Mediterranean  Cruise. 
May  10-21,1993.  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon,  Lec¬ 
turer.  Visiting  15  sites:  Thessalonika,  Philippi,  Ne- 
apolis,  Athens,  Corinth,  Antiochia,  Tarsus,  Perge. 
Patmos.  Ephesus,  Laodicea,  Hierapolis,  Colessae, 
Pcrgamum,  Troy.  For  a  brochure  write:  James  B. 
Buskirk,  1115  South  Boulder  Avenue,  Tulsa,  OK 
74119,  or  call  (918)587-9481. _ 

FREE  TRAVEL  for  group  organizers.  Worldwide 
religious,  educational,  and  leisure  tours.  Also  re¬ 
cruiting  for  10  day  Russian  mission  trips.  Travel 
Innovations.  2711  Market  Garden,  Austin,  TX 
78745.  1-800-234-3879. _ 

EARLY  REGISTRATION  DISCOUNT!  "Our 
Wesleyan  Heritage"  tour  of  England.  July  27-Aug. 

4  with  Scotland  extension.  Leora  Trice  and  Dr. 
Michael  Daves,  leaders.  Brochure,  214-357-5656. 
IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 
Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a  2 
inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Mi  inch  aluminum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included.  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne.  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa.  CA  95405.  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  Baddour  Memorial 
Center  (BMC),  a  residential  community  for  157 
mildly  and  moderately  retarded  adults,  seeks  appli¬ 
cants  for  the  [>osition  of  Executive  Director.  BMC, 
located  on  120  acres  in  Senatobia,  Mississippi,  is  a 
Christian,  non-profit,  organization.  The  key  func¬ 
tions  of  the  BMC  Executive  Director  will  be  to 
spearhead  an  ongoing  and  ambitious  development 
program,  actively  participate  in  the  public  relations 
operation,  oversee  the  financial  management  of  the 
center  and  provide  the  leadership  of  a  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  ministry.  The  Executive  Director  reports  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  BMC.  Qualified  candidates  *vill  possess 
the  following:  (I)  Demonstrated  professional  skills 
and  competence  in  capital  campaigns,  planned  giv¬ 
ing,  annual  campaigns,  and  donor/corporate/foun- 
dations  relations;  (2)  Experience  in  planning  the 
public  relations  positioning  of  an  organization;  (3) 
Experience  in  developing  and  executing  both  capital 
and  operational  budgets;  (4)  Experience  in  direct  ac¬ 
countability  for  the  selection,  supervision  and  evalu¬ 
ation  of  personnel,  plus  5  years  experience  in  the 
leadership  and  management  of  a  multi-disciplined 
staff;  and  (5)  Demonstrated  superior  writing  and 
public  speaking  skills.  Interested  and  qualified  indi¬ 
viduals  should  send  their  letter  of  application  and 
resume  to:  Executive  Director  Search  Committee, 
Baddour  Memorial  Center.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  69.  Hwy. 
51  South,  Senatobia,  MS  38668. 

FOR  SALE:  Charming  two  bed-room  summer  cot¬ 
tage  at  Historic  UM  Campground.  DesPlaines,  1L. 
Completely  furnished,  ideal  for  retirement  or  fam¬ 
ily  with  children.  Si  1,500.  (708)  690-7524. 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  WEARING  to  your  next  dis¬ 
trict  event?  How  about  a  sweatshirt  saying  "Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  Do  It  With  Grace  And  Discipline". 
T-shirts  $10,  sweatshirts  S20.  Royal  blue  or  spirit 
red.  Cotton/Poly  50/50.  State  adult  size  (up  to 
4X).  S3. 50  shipping,  Florida  residents,  6%  sales 
tax).  Vicki  Reece-UM  Shirts,  1470  Kettledrum, 
Enterprise.  FL  32725.  4-6  weeks  delivery.  Great 
gift.  Limited  offer:  Orders  until  1 1/15/92. _ 

CUSTOM  LEATHER  BIBLE  COVERS  great  for 
gifts  or  presentations.  Send  for  photos  and  more 
information:  GRW  Custom  Leather,  11847  E. 
Lyndora  St.,  Norwalk,  CA  90650. _ 

"SMALL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  wish¬ 

es  to  purchase  set  of  good,  used  paraments.  Box  6, 
Rocky  Point,  NC  28457, _ 

METHODIST  CHURCH  COMPUTER  SOFT¬ 

WARE,  Membership,  removals,  visitors,  talents,  at¬ 
tendance.  budget,  non-budget,  contributions, 
payroll,  checks.  Under  $300.  GM  Church  Software, 
P.O.  Box  468,  Whitesboro,  TX  76273.  (903)  564- 
6782,  (800)  241-2624,  Glyn  Rives  Developer. 

FULL  SET  INTERPRETER’S  BIBLES  plus  five 
Interpreter's  Bible  dictionaries.  Also  one  full  set  of 
Barclay's  Bible  Commentaries.  S350.00  total 
price.  For  cash  sale  will  throw  in  a  practically  new 
Abingdon's  Bible  Commentary.  Uhlan  Hare,  7107 
Marlow  Road.  Amarillo.  Texas  79108.  Phone 
(806)  383-3819. _ _ 

ARCH  STREET  UMC  in  center-city  Philadelphia 

wants  to  hear  from  former  members,  visitors, 
those  with  family  ties,  etc.  for  our  Friends  of  Arch 
Street  Sunday.  Nov.  15,  1992.  Write:  55  N.  Broad 
Street.  Philadelphia.  PA  19107,  (215)  568-6250. 
MANAGER  OF  MAINTENANCE.  Full-time  po¬ 
sition  in  UMC  year-round  Camp/Program  Center 
in  Pocono  Mtns.  of  Eastern  PA.  For  information, 
job  description,  and  application  contact:  Rev. 
George  Ayoub,  EPC,  UMC,  P.O.  Box  820,  Valley 
Forge.  PA  19482,  (215)  666-9090.  Application 
Deadline:  11/15/92. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65.  week,  S525 
four  weeks  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786,  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. _ 

NO  ACCOMPANIST?  SING  YOUR  favorite 
hymns  in  worship  or  at  home.  Instrumental  ac¬ 
companiment  for  90  best  known  hymns  on  6-tape 
cassette  sets.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  Word  book 
included,  but  can  be  used  with  your  hymnal. 
Makes  an  excellent  gift.  S38.95  plus  shipping.  1- 
800-728-0573. _ 

DISCOUNTED  COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  for 
church/clergy.  Charts/kits,  Color  brochure/swatch¬ 
es  $3.00.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor  Rd.,  Phila- 
dclphia,  PA  1 9 1 20.  (2 1 5)  329-732 1 . _ 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS.  Accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton.  TX  78358. _ 

COLLEGE  DEGREE/HOME  STUDY.  SAVE 
SSS.  Catalog  Si.  Christian  Bible  College,  Station 
Square.  Suite  227,  Rocky  Mt..  NC  27804.  (919) 
442-121 1.  (Accredited). _ 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  for  your  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly) 
with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons 
available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians'  Na¬ 
tional  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Hun¬ 
tington.  WV  25706-0036. 


HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  Inlergenerational,  Inter¬ 
faith.  March  18-27,  1993.  Only  S  1,550.00  (com¬ 
plete).  Free  brochure.  Experienced  tour  leaders. 
Dr.  Cecil  Potticger,  P.O.  Box  3371,  Frederick, 
MD  21702,  (301)  696-8370  or  Ms.  Cheryl  Enders, 
904  College  Ave.,  Bexley.  OH  43209,  (614)  235- 
7897, _ 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO.  All-new,  two-bed- 
room  cottages  along  the  river,  with  fireplaces, 
decks,  and  kitchens.  Open  year-round.  Mountain 
Haven  Inn  and  Cottages.  (303)  586-2864. _ 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT 
First  Methodist.  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00 
a.m.  (504)  488-0856. _ 

BIBLICAL  AND  ECOLOGICAL  SERMON  and 
educational  lectionary  resource.  Sample  S5.  Rev’d 
Roger  Wharton.  Box  549,  Pinole,  CA  94564.  Free 
information  for  a  Christian  Nature  Wisdom  pro- 
gram  for  clergy. _ 

FOR  SALE.  SMALL  MOTEL  converted  into  a 
home  with  spacious  living  area,  antique  shop, 
work  shop,  guest  rooms,  fenced-in  yard.  Copper 
Breaks  State  Park  8  miles.  Possibilities  for  Bed- 
Breakfast,  retreat  center  etc.  Price  negotiable.  Wil¬ 
burn  Johnson,  Crowell,  Texas,  Phone  (817) 
684-1426. _ 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH/YOUNG  ADULTS  po¬ 
sition  available  at  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ocala.  Florida.  Degree  in  Christian  education  or 
related  field  and  United  Methodist  background 
preferred.  Direct  youth  experience  may  be  substi¬ 
tuted  for  degree.  Responsible  for  planning/imple- 
menting  church  ministry  for  persons  grade  6 
through  collcge/career  age.  Must  be  able  to  work 
well  with  a  variety  of  people,  interested  in  devel¬ 
oping  youth/young  adult  program  leadership  and 
be  responsible  for  the  organization  and  coordina¬ 
tion  of  a  wide  range  of  activities.  Send  resume 
with  a  minimum  of  five  references  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd.. 
Ocala.  FL  34470-6775.  Attn:  Rev.  Joe  Smith. 


Bush  gives  UM  couple 
4 Daily  Point  of  Light 4 


By  COLETTE  WALDEN 

A  United  Methodist  couple  were 
honored  personally  recently  by 
President  Bush  with  a  “Daily  Point 
of  Light”  award. 

The  award  recognizes  their  work 
in  Special  Olympics. 

Rene  and  Nancy  Bergeron,  mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  re¬ 
ceived  their  award  directly  from  the 
president  during  his  visit  to  south¬ 
west  Missouri. 

'Presidential  awe' 

Days  after  their  brief  meeting 
with  Mr.  Bush  and  his  wife,  Barba¬ 
ra,  at  the  Springfield  airport,  the 
Bergerons  were  still  in  awe. 

Mrs.  Bergeron  said  the  excite¬ 
ment  began  when  “a  guy  named  Ja¬ 
son  called  from  the  White  House.” 

“That  was  a  busy  time  for  us,” 
she  acknowledged.  “Rene’s  mom 
was  in  the  hospital.  My  dad  was  in 
the  hospital.  [Daughter]  Erica  was 
starting  school,  and  Special  Olym¬ 
pics  softball  was  starting. 

“We  were  in  and  out  all  the  time 
and  this  guy  kept  trying  to  reach  us. 
Eventually  he  did.” 

The  Bergerons  answered  many 
questions  from  the  White  House 
about  their  volunteer  work  with 
Special  Olympics.  When  the  phone 
rang  again  three  weeks  later,  they 
learned  they’d  been  named  the 
8 1 9th  Daily  Point  of  Light. 

Of  the  attention  they’ve  been  re¬ 
ceiving  in  their  hometown,  Mrs. 
Bergeron  said,  “It’s  so  embarrass¬ 
ing.  We  don’t  think  anything  we  do 
is  out  of  the  ordinary.  We’re  just 
normal  people.” 

They're  “normal  people”  with 
lots  of  experience  as  volunteers. 

When  Erica,  now  in  college,  was 
in  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  at  St.  Luke,  her  parents 


The  Bergerons' 
contributions  also 
resulted  in  the  family 
being  named  Missouri 
Special  Olympics  Family 
for  1990-91. 


spent  several  hours  helping  repair 
the  congregation’s  youth  house. 

The  Bergerons  are  active  in  St. 
Luke’s  recycling  program.  Mrs.  Ber¬ 
geron  has  served  as  the  church’s 
music  director  and  is  active  in 
United  Methodist  Women. 

A  friend  asked  for  help 

Their  Special  Olympics  involve¬ 
ment  begin  in  1981  when  a  friend 
asked  Mr.  Bergeron  to  help  with  an 
event.  Mrs.  Bergeron  became  in¬ 
volved  later  when  Erica,  who  has  a 
learning  disability,  began  compet¬ 
ing. 

Unlike  some  Special  Olympics 
volunteers,  the  Bergerons  work 
year-round  for  the  organization. 
They  raise  funds,  help  with  admin¬ 
istration  and  coach  bowling,  track, 
volleyball,  basketball  and  softball. 

Their  contributions  resulted  in  the 
family’s  being  named  Missouri  Spe¬ 
cial  Olympics  Family  for  1 990-9 1 . 

Mr.  Bergeron  said  President  Bush 
encouraged  them  to  keep  up  the 
good  work. 

“1  wasn’t  shaking  in  my  shoes 
when  we  met  them,”  Mr.  Bergeron 
said.  “1  mean,  President  Bush  is 
just  a  human  being  like  me. 

"But  you  do  start  thinking:  ‘Hey, 
who  else  do  I  know  personally  who 
has  ever  met  the  President?’  ” 

Ms.  Walden  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Springfield,  Mo. 
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When  2  Plus 
2  Equals  5 


Bishop  William  B. 
Oden 


It  was  a  special  interest  story  on  a  t.v.  news  program.  The  reporter 
was  interviewing  a  tatoo  artist.  “I  guess  you  have  had  some  strange  re¬ 
quests  for  tatoos.  What  was  your  strangest  one?” 

Without  hesitating  the  tatoo  artist  answered,  “It  had  to  be  the  man 
who  asked  for  “2  +  2  =  5”  to  be  permanently  etched  across  his  back  in 
large  numbers.”  The  artist  said  he  could  do  that  but  out  of  curiosity 
just  had  to  ask,  why  did  the  man  want  “2  +  2  =  5”  tatooed  on  his  back? 

The  reply  was  swift,  “Because  nothing  adds  up  anymore!” 

We  have  been  through  such  an  election.  All  sides  have  questioned 
the  truth  of  the  opposition.  Numbers  in  relation  to  national  budget  and 
deficit  that  are  too  large  for  my  mind  to  grasp  have  been  dissected  by 
experts  from  every  perspective.  Political  rallies  have  stirred  us  or  of¬ 
fended  us.  Charges  and  counter-charges  have  blurred  our  images  of 
candidates. 

Yet,  the  election  is  over,  the  votes  have  been  counted,  and  we  must 
get  about  the  work  of  a  nation  that  seeks  to  live  out  its  goal  of  “liberty 
and  justice  for  all.” 

As  Christians,  we  are  yeast  in  a  fragmented  society  seeking  to  be  the 
leaven  of  justice,  reconciliation,  and  peace. 

Let  us  pray  for  our  leaders  —  those  who  are  new  and  those  who  have 
been  returned.  My  prayer  is  not  so  much  that  God  will  bless  America.  I 
know  that  God  blesses  all  creation.  The  real  concern  is  that  Americans 
recognize  God’s  blessing  and  respond  in  gratitude. 
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ST.  ANDREWS 

UNI  THU  METHODIST  CHURCH 
143  CHURCH  ST, 
STERUNCTON.  u. 


Members  of  St.  Andrews  UMC 
in  Sterlington  recently  erected 
three  signs  on  main  highways 
telling  people  how  to  find  their 
church.  The  project  is  part  of 
their  efforts  to  be  a  more  invit¬ 
ing  congregation. 


St.  Andrews  Sterlington  Erects  Signs 


St.  Andrews  UMC  in  Sterlington 
recently  put  up  new  signs  in  differ¬ 
ent  locations  showing  the  direction 
to  travel  to  get  to  the  church. 

Three  4  by  8  foot  signs  containing 
the  cross  and  the  flame  symbol,  the 
church's  name  and  address  and  an 
arrow  pointing  the  direction  to  the 
church  were  placed  on  three  major 
highways  near  the  church. 

The  project  is  part  of  the  church’s 
efforts  to  be  more  visable  in  the 
community  and  to  be  a  welcoming 
congregation,  the  Rev.  Stuart  Sher¬ 
man,  pastor  said.  A  motorist  can 
travel  through  many  Louisiana 


Jane  Ellett,  LEFT,  and  Betty 
Gardner  at  UMW  luncheon. 


communities  and  see  signs  from 
other  denominations  and  no  indica- 
tion  that  a  United  Methodist 
church  exists  in  the  area. 

Potential  members  and  visitors 
will  be  able  to  locate  St.  Andrews. 

The  signs  are  only  one  of  the 
ways  St.  Andrews  is  seeking  to  be¬ 
come  more  viable  and  evangelistic 
in  its  mission.  The  church  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Monroe  District’s 
“Claim  the  Power”  emphasis  by 
conducting  a  two-day  revival.  The 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  pastor  First 
UMC,  Bossier  City,  was  guest 
preacher. 

'Garden  of  Fashions' 

In  Monroe  Aids  Missions 

“The  Garden  of  Fashions."  fall 
luncheon/style  show  presented  by 
First  UMC,  Monroe,  netted 
$2,296.54  for  the  support  of  local 
and  international  missions. 

Jane  Ellett,  general  chairman, 
said  the  high  profit  was  achieved 
through  the  donation  of  food,  deco¬ 
rations,  time  and  labor  by  many 
generous  volunteers. 

Three  local  boutiques  provided 
fashion  ensembles. 

The  Rev.  John  M.  Lee  is  senior 
pastor  of  the  church. 
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VISION  2000 


Get  Ready,  Get  Set,  Go  Forward  in  Faith 


Get  Ready 

Charge  conferences  are  not  the 
same  as  usual  in  Louisiana  in  1992. 
This  year,  every  charge  and  church 
is  invited  to  participate  in  a  wor¬ 
ship  event  during  these  important 
conversations  between  the  local 
church  and  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent. 

The  district  superintendents  are 
leading  in  celebration  through 
scripture,  hymns,  prayers  and  brief 
words  of  witness  from  the  District 
Superintendent,  the  pastor  and  a  se¬ 
lected  lay  member. 

Most  of  the  reports  of  our  past 
year’s  accomplishments  are  being 
given  to  the  presiding  elder  in  writ¬ 
ing,  without  comment.  The  district 
superintendents  will  later  review 
the  reports  and  share  with  the  ap¬ 
propriate  leader  any  concerns  that 
might  arise. 

Charge  conferences  this  year  are 
focusing  primarily  on  our  confer¬ 
ence  initiative  —  VISION  2000. 
Each  church  within  the  conference 
is  being  asked  to  select  one  of  the 
four  areas  of  ministry  —  a  different 
one  for  each  year  during  the  qua- 
drennium  —  Serving.  Nurturing, 
Inviting  and  Celebrating. 

This  year  the  congregations  are  to 
either  choose  to  begin  by  strength¬ 
ening  a  weak  area  of  their  ministry 
or  enhance  a  strong  one  —  the 
choice  of  where  they  start  this  four- 
year  process  is  completely  up  to  the 
individual  congregation. 

Get  Set 

While  the  local  churches  are  busi¬ 
ly  makfng-their  selections,  several 
people  in  our  conference  are  work¬ 
ing  on  plans  that  will  be  presented 
in  training  workshops  on  Jan.  9  in 
Ruston  and  Jan.  23  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Teams  from  all  local  churches  are 
to  attend  the  session  where  they  will 
receive  suggestions  on  ways  to  make 
the  dream  of  vital  congregations 
come  alive.  The  responses  from  the 
charge  conferences  already  held 
have  been  especially  encouraging. 
Here  are  just  a  few  of  the  com¬ 
ments: 

The  Rev.  George  Duerson,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  New  Orleans  Dis¬ 
trict,  said  the  response  from  his 
area  has  been  “very  enthusiastic.” 
He  was  at  the  half-way  mark  in 
charge  conferences  for  the  district, 
presiding  at  three  and  four  each 
Sunday  and  some  during  the  week. 

“The  churches  see  the  value  of 
becoming  more  intentional,”  Duer¬ 
son  mentioned.  “Most  of  them  are 
working  on  the  areas  already  but 
not  in  the  way  they  will  with  the  Vi¬ 
sion  2000.  The  training  and  the  em¬ 
phasis  of  one  area  for  a  year  in  the 
four-year  period  seemed  to  have  a 
lot  of  appeal.” 

•  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Monroe  District,  said 
he  “still  gets  a  warm  feeling  about 
The  Louisiana  Gathering  that  start¬ 
ed  this  whole  Vision  2000." 
Churches  in  his  district  are  working 
on  the  different  areas  but  the  Invit¬ 
ing  Church  seems  to  be  the  one 
which  they  feel  needs  the  most 
work. 

A  layman  in  Vidalia  told  Wood¬ 
land  this  was  “the  best  charge  con¬ 
ference  he  had  ever  attended  in  his 
whole  life.” 

Woodland  said  he  was  interested 
to  see  that  many  of  the  charge  con¬ 
ference  reports  reviewed  the  origi¬ 
nal  Vision  2000  objectives  for  the 
year  and  told  which  had  been  ful¬ 
filled  and  which  to  keep  working 
on. 

“I  am  pleased  with  the  enthusias¬ 
tic  response,”  he  said.  “People  seem 
glad  that  we’re, planning  the  train¬ 
ing  and  that  they’ll  have  more  tools 
to  work  with.” 

Go 

We’re  in  the  “get  ready”  stage.  In 
January,  with  our  training  work¬ 
shop  we’ll  have  our  “get  set”  stage. 

Then  comes  “go"  FORWARD 
IN  FAITH. 


Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  four  task  forces  responsible  for  the  Conference  VISION  2000  ini¬ 
tiative. 

Disciple  Bible  Study  Leaders  To  Train 
At  Cokesbury's  Disciple  Seminar 


The  Vision  2000  initiative  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  gives 
our  conference  an  opportunity  to 
move  into  the  21st  century  with  a 
bold,  new  thrust. 

A  vital  part  of  Vision  2000  will  be 
spiritual  formation  through  Bible 
study. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship  will  sponsor  a  Disciple  Bi¬ 
ble  Study  as  a  means  of  moving  in 
this  direction,  the  Rev.  Leslie  Akin, 
director  of  Educational  and  Wor¬ 
ship  Ministries,  said.  The  Cokes- 
bury  Seminar,  Bible  study  training 
for  those  who  will  be  teaching  the 
course  to  others,  is  scheduled  for 
March  11-13,  1993,  in  Shreveport 
(the  exact  location  to  be  an¬ 
nounced). 

Disciple  is  a  dynamic  approach  to 
Bible  study,  she  added. 


During  the  course  of  34  weeks, 
study  groups  move  through  the 
Scriptures  from  Genesis  to  Revela¬ 
tion.  Each  week  a  major  theme 
helps  the  group  grow  in  understand¬ 
ing  the  Bible. 

Disciple  aims  at  transformation, 
not  just  information. 

Through  the  sharing  of  theologi¬ 
cal  views  in  group  discussions  and 
viewing  videos,  the  12-member 
study  groups  will  be  inspired  and 
transformed  into  better  Christian 
disciples.  Akin  mentioned. 

As  Jesus  called  the  twelve,  those 
who  attend  the  Disciple  training 
seminar  will  lead  groups  of  12  for 
the  34-week  period  of  challenging 
Bible  study  and  spiritual  formation. 

Pastors  and  selected  lay  leaders 
should  attend  as  well  as  persons 
who  were  members  of  a  Disciple 
study  group  and  now  plan  to  teach 


Dr.  Rod  Kennedy  Writes  Book— 
Presents  Paper  in  Chicago 


Dr.  Rod  Kennedy 
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Dr.  Rod  Kennedy,  pastor  of  Clin¬ 
ton/Clear  Creek  has  written  a  book 
The  Creative  Power  of  Metaphor  to 
be  published  this 
fall  by  Universi¬ 
ty  Press,  Lan- 
ham,  Md. 

“It  took  a  year 
to  research  and 
write  the  book,” 
Kennedy  said. 

Bishop  Wil¬ 
liam  Oden  wrote 
the  foreword  for  the  volume. 

Kennedy  presented  a  paper  at  the 
annual  Speech  Communication  As¬ 
sociation  meeting  in  Chicago  Oct. 
29-31.  The  paper,  “Rhetoric  and 
Folly  in  St.  Paul.  Montaigne  and 
Grassi,"  is  one  chapter  of  Dr.  Ken¬ 
nedy’s  forthcoming  book. 

The  association  is  the  national  or- 

Mount  Zion  Slates 
Women's  Day 
Nov.  8 

Mount  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 
will  celebrate  its  annual  Women’s 
Day  Sunday,  Nov.  8  at  the  1 1  a.m. 
service. 

Theme  will  be  “Mount  Zion’s 
Christian  Women:  Caretakers  of 
God’s  Gifts.” 

The  speaker  will  be  Cynthia  But- 
ler-Blucher,  assistant  principal  of 
Estelle  Elementary  School  in  Mar¬ 
rero.  A  member  of  the  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  Task  Force,  she  is  active 
in  Olive  Branch  Baptist  Church  in 
Algiers. 

Rita  T.  Adams  and  Dolores  G. 
Giles  are  chairpersons  and  the  Rev. 
Leslie  P.  Norris  is  the  pastor. 


ganization  for  communications  and 
speech  professors  and  graduate  stu¬ 
dents. 

The  book  will  be  available  at  Lit¬ 
tle  Professor  Book  Center,  7562 
Bluebonnet  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70810. 

Area  ministers  and  professors  of 
communications  and  speech  will  be 
invited  to  an  autograph  party  at  the 
store  when  the  book  is  released, 
Kennedy  mentioned. 


either  an  adult  or  youth  group  for 
the  first  time. 

In  addition  to  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment,  the  training  seminar  will  pro- 
vide  opportunities  to  enhance 
leadership  skills. 

The  cost  ‘is  $600  which  includes 
room  and  board  for  the  training 
event  and  all  materials  for  teaching 
the  study  to  12  persons.  (Transpor¬ 
tation  is  not  included.)  If  those  12 
persons  each  pay  $25  for  their  own 
materials  $300  will  then  be  avail¬ 
able  to  churches  to  nieet  Disciple 
expenses. 

Churches  not  already  involved 
may  apply  for  a  $200  scholarship. 
This  brings  the  cost  down  to  $  1 00. 

Additional  persons  from  a  church 
may  attend  for  $200,  which  covers 
room  and  board  plus  materials  for 
one  person.  The  church  will  not  be 
billed  until  after  the  March  training 
seminar. 

Two  years  ago  over  100  persons 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  similar  training  event. 

“As  a  community  they  learned 
not  only  how  to  teach  the  word  of 
God,  but  also  how  to  apply  it  to 
their  everyday  lives,”  Akin  said. 
“Transformation  occurred.  With  re¬ 
newed  commitment  and  enthusias¬ 
tic  discipline  they  returned  to  their 
church  families  and  breathed  new 
life  into  the  study  of  the  scriptures. 

“Now  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
experience  this  proven  gift  of  spiri¬ 
tual  revitalization  again  in  our  con¬ 
ference.” 

Use  form  below  to  register. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

YES!  Register  me  tor  DISCIPLE  training  In  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


‘1 


(Please  print) 
TUeor  position _ 


Check  one 

_  I  am  toe  fcat  person  from  my  church  to  enroll  In  a  DISCIPLE  training  went. 

_  I  am  an  additional  person  from  my  church  to  enroll  in  a  DISQPLE  train  tog  event. 


Church  name _ 

Conference  _  DbSrtct - 

Church  sdtfress _ _ _ 

CBy/statateip _ 

Church  telephone _ _  _ 

Church  membership  size:  _ 1-89  _  100-299  — 300+ 

Please  note  any  special  handicapping  conditions  or  dietary  needs 


;  or  Check  payable  to  Cokeebury  is 


Please  charge  this  to: 

Church  Cokes  bury  Account  No. _ 

enclosed. 

If  you  use  the  Cokes  bury  Budget  Plan.  You  can  e^ct  to  make  equal  monthly  payments 
to  six  months.  No  carrying  charge  with  approved  credit 

_  No.  I  do  not  wish  to  register  at  this  time.  Please  send  more  information  to  the  name  and 
address  listed  above. 

To  register,  call  toH  free  1-800-672-1789  or  1-800-261-8691  or  Mali  this  registration 
form  to:  Cokes  bury  Seminars; 

DISCIPLE  Bible  Study 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
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Leaving  and  loving 


“See  how  these  Christians  love  one 
another." 

— Tertullian  (AD  155-225) 

A  recent  survey  of  why  people 
leave  the  church  offers  a  disturbing 
contrast  with  ancient  Christianity 
and  a  practical  insight  for  contem¬ 
porary  Christians. 

The  survey  was  done  for  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.).  The  Pres¬ 
byterians,  like  most  mainstream 
Protestant  bodies,  have  lost  mem¬ 
bers  each  year  during  the  past  25 
years  (see  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

People  interviewed  for  the  survey 
rarely  cited  the  church’s  teachings 
or  social  witness  as  factors  in  their 
leaving.  Far  more  critical,  inter¬ 
viewees  said,  was  the  lack  of  accep¬ 
tance  or  support  they  experienced. 

Examples: 

■  a  woman  who  complained  that 
the  minister  failed  to  speak  with  her 
about  a  daughter  who  was  dying; 

■  a  man  who  said  people  avoided 
him  after  his  divorce;  and 

■  a  young  mother  who  felt  ex¬ 
cluded  from  a  “tight  network”  of 
others  her  age  who  had  known  each 
other  for  a  long  time. 

How  disturbingly  different  such 
reports  are  from  Tertullian’s  image 
of  second-century  Christians  as 
people  who  “love  each  other!” 

By  contrast,  the  Presbyterian 
findings  paint  a  picture  of  people 
who  felt  unloved,  even  abandoned, 
by  other  church  members. 

They  left  the  church  because  they 
believed  the  church,  in  effect,  had 
left  them — particularly  at  times  of 
critical  personal  need. 

We  believe  there  is  a  pointed 
message  in  these  findings  for  the 
community  of  faith  regardless  of 


What  do  you  think ? 


This  week’s  editorial  (above)  and 
a  related  news  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  mention  reasons  that  peo¬ 
ple  decide  to  leave  their, church. 

Based  on  your  experience,  what 
are  the  primary  reasons  that  people 
choose  to  leave  the  church  or  to  re¬ 
duce  their  involvement  in  church 

Here  I  StancU 


We  should  work  harder 
to  change  sexual  norms 


By  WILLIAM  T.  WALLACE  |R. 

This  summer  1  watched  the  excel¬ 
lent  television  special  on  AIDS,  “In 
a  New  Light.”  I  hope  millions  of 
other  Americans  also  watched  this 
emotion-filled,  factual  and  informa¬ 
tive  program  organized  and  per¬ 
formed  by  representatives  of  the 
music  industry  and  close  friends  or 
relatives. 

I  was  disappointed,  however,  to 
hear  person  after  person  express 
their  opinions  that  the  only  sure 
preventive  measure  we  have — ab¬ 
stinence — is  unrealistic,  especially 
for  teenagers.  Are  they  correct? 

Perhaps  so  in  our  present  society, 
but  does  it  have  to  be  so?  Do  our 
youth  have  to  be  sexually  active  at 
1 2,  1 3,  or  1 4?  I  say,  “No!" 

Certainly,  teens’  very  active  hor¬ 
mone-stimulated  feelings  and  urges 
need  to  be  dealt  with,  but  we  have 
all  too  easily  succumbed  to  the  myth 
that  only  sexual  intercourse  can  sat¬ 
isfy  those  urges.  This  is  not  true. 

What  then  is  being  done  about 
AIDS?  Certainly,  there  is  adequate 
media  coverage  on  a  regular  basis. 
Information  is  regularly  being  pro¬ 
vided  to  both  the  general  public  and 
in  the  schools.  And  billions  of  dol¬ 
lars  are  being  spent  on  research. 

But  where  is  the  church  in  this 
critically  important  issue?  I  believe 
that  the  church  has  too  readily  ac¬ 
cepted  the  same  philosophy  as  the 
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denominational  identity.  To  wit: 

If  we  as  Christians  don’t  practice 
the  first  law  of  our  Lord — the  law  of 
love — why  should  people  bother  to 
"stick”  with  us? 

In  practical  terms,  applying  the 
law  of  love  to  the  spiritual  and  orga¬ 
nizational  health  of  congregations 
means  at  least  this: 

Active,  ongoing  attention  to  the 
quality  of  personal  relationships 
should  be  at  or  near  the  top  of  every 
congregation's  agenda. 

At  a  minimum,  “quality  relation¬ 
ships”  include  such  obvious  matters 
as  visible  concern  for  and  accep¬ 
tance  of  each  person. 

But  they  also  include  other  marks 
of  relational  health  too  often  disre¬ 
garded  out  of  a  desire  to  “keep  a  lid 
on  things,”  that  is,  to  mute  conflict 
or  to  promote  an  image  of  harmo¬ 
ny. 

Such  marks  include: 

■f  being  careful  listeners; 

S  dealing  patiently  with  one  an¬ 
other’s  shortcomings; 

•f  avoiding  unrealistic  expecta¬ 
tions  that  the  pastor  or  other  lead¬ 
ers  be  a  “Super  Christian”  who 
■  “does  it  all;”  and 

/  promoting  honest,  in-depth  re- 
lationships  among  church  mem¬ 
bers. 

Emphasizing  relationships  within 
a  congregation  is  merely  one  of 
many  signs  of  a  healthy  church. 
Vigorous  outreach  to  others  and  a 
passion  to  share  the  Gospel  story 
are  equally  important. 

But,  as  this  survey  shows,  if  we 
do  not  experience  and  project  “love 
for  one  another,”  we  shouldn’t  be 
surprised  when  our  numbers  dimin¬ 
ish  and  others  ignore  us. 


Commentary^ 


Does  friendship  with  God  include  jokes ? 


By  SIDNEY  CALLAHAN 

Religious  News  Service 

God  who  is  infinite  must  be  a 
thousand  times  more  playful  and 
witty  than  our  most  delightful  and 
merry  friends. 

As  it  turns  out,  God’s  terrifying 
transcendence,  God’s  dwelling  in 
unapproachable  light,  is  not  the 
whole  story.  Our  Creator  and  Re¬ 
deemer  who  has  fashioned  us  in  the 
Divine  image  can  be  both  ineffable 
and  intimate  at  the  same  time. 
With  our  intimate  friends  we  share 
jokes  and  feel  free  to  play.  So  why 
not  with  God? 

Unfortunately  we  are  hardly  ever 
instructed  to  look  for  the  deep  down 
humor  and  comedy  of  things.  Who¬ 
ever  tells  you  that  a  lifelong  friend¬ 
ship  with  God  is  going  to  be  full  of 
merriment?  We  are  told  that  God 
wants  us  to  have  life  in  abundance, 
to  be  full  of  joy,  but  somehow  we 
miss  the  message  that  playfulness 
and  wit  will  be  part  of  it  all. 

Dancing  'something  to  see' 

It  is  no  accident  that  so  many  of 
the  saints  are  merry  and  full  of  hap¬ 
piness.  “All  the  way  to  heaven  is 
heaven,”  as  the  great  St.  Teresa  of 
Avila  said.  Apparently,  her  dancing 
with  castanets  was  something  to  see. 

I  also  like  to  remember  the  witty 
martyrs  like  Thomas  More,  or  St. 
Lawrence,  who  being  burned  to 
death  on  the  grid,  is  reported  to  have 
said,  “Turn  me  over.  I’m  done  on 
this  side.”  Yes,  1  know  there  have 
been  some  grim  and  grouchy  saints, 
but  they  might  have  been  even  more 
melancholic  without  their  faith. 

Playful  humor  is  a  sign  of  holi¬ 
ness,  a  mark  of  the  divine,  because 
it  is  gratuitous,  a  completely  unex¬ 
pected  extra  that  can  transform  re- 
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ality.  A  dull  treadmill  of  routine 
can  be  lifted  into  a  new  dimension 
with  a  delicious  joke  or  two.  God 
is  a  God  of  surprises,  always  one 
step  ahead  of  us  in  the  dance. 

Believers  should  begin  to  ex¬ 
change  their  favorite  stories  of 
witty  twists  and  merry  turns  in 
their  lives  of  faith. 

A  favorite  story 

One  of  my  favorite  and  absolute¬ 
ly  accurate  stories  unfolds  as  fol¬ 
lows.  Once  upon  a  time  in  suburbia 
a  harassed  Irish  mother  of  a  double 
digit  family,  rare  in  that  town  and 
time,  faced  a  financial  emergency. 
She  fervently  prayed  to  St.  Joseph 
for  help  and  innocently  mentioned 
her  prayers  to  a  sympathetic  neigh¬ 
bor. 

The  concerned  neighbor  consulted 
with  her  husband,  who  went  and 
withdrew  money  from  a  small  sav¬ 
ings  account.  He  left  in  only  ten  dol¬ 
lars,  enough  to  keep  the  account 
active.  This  money  was  dispatched  to 
help  relieve  the  distressed  family.  It 


was  sent  anonymously  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  St.  Joseph  as  patron. 

By  the  weekend,  donors  learned 
that  the  arbitrary  amount  of  money 
which  had  been  withdrawn  and  sent 
off  in  such  haste  was  the  EXACT 
amount  needed  for  the  financially 
pressed  family’s  mortgage  payment. 

“But  how  could  anyone  have 
known?"  asked  the  mystified  re¬ 
cipient.  “How  indeed?”  replied 
the  stunned  donor,  breaking  out  in 
a  peal  of  laughter.  Finally,  in  an 
ironic  footnote,  a  thank-you  letter 
was  penned  and  put  up  in  the  hus¬ 
band’s  place  of  business,  setting 
off  a  round  of  speculation  over  the 
identity  of  a  secret  wellwisher.  Ob¬ 
viously  Joseph  and  Son  are  a  firm 
that  delivers  services  with  a  smile. 

All  will  be  well  in  the  end 

Playfulness  and  merriment  thrive 
when  confidence  reigns.  Comedy, 
even  very  dark  comedies,  are  comic 
because  the  happy  ending  is  as¬ 
sured.  In  the  end,  all  will  be  well.  In 
the  meantime,  we  are  allowed 


jokes — but  at  no  one’s  expense. 

Merry  and  delicious  play  is  never 
aggressive,  never  mean  or  slashing. 
Wit  consists  of  understatement  or 
pointing  to  a  different  and  unex¬ 
pected  correlation  of  meanings  in 
events.  Seeing  the  new  and  different 
perspective  charms  and  delights  us. 

We  know  this  humor  is  a  part  of 
our  human  nature,  inbred  in  our 
bones.  The  higher  you  go  in  the 
evolutionary  tree,  the  more  play¬ 
fulness  you  find.  Kittens,  puppies 
and  chimpanzees  play  of  course, 
but  humans  get  the  prize. 

Whether  our  delight  is  in  a 
baby's  laugh  or  the  joyful  duets  of  a 
Mozart  opera,  playfulness  must  be 
one  way  God  is  preparing  us  for 
that  surprising  day,  that  day  of 
merriment,  when  the  saints  go 
marching  in. 

Dr.  Callahan  is  a  psychologist  and 
author  of  eight  books,  most  recently 
Parents  Forever:  You  and  Your  Adult 
Children"  (Crossroad).  She  teaches  at 
Mercy  College  in  Dobbs  Ferry ,  N.  Y. 


activities? 

What  recommendations  do  you 
have  for  how  congregations  can  re¬ 
tain  the  involvement  of  previously 
active  church  members? 

Send  replies  to  “Think,”  c/o 
UMR,  P.O.  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 

Retreats  offer  hope 
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What  others  are  saying; 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con- 
c erns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

William  T.  Wallace 
ir.,  is  a  member  of 
St.  Mark's  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Charleston,  West 
Virginia  (West  Virginia  conference). 


secular  world  has  and  has  shied 
away  from  active  discussion  about 
sex  and  from  a  strong  stand  on  sexu¬ 
ality  issues  (except  homosexuality). 

How  many  church  schools  use  the 
excellent  resources  that  are  available 
on  this  subject? 

How  much  depth  is  there  to 
UMYF  and  young  adult  discussions 
about  sexuality? 

Support  groups  and  others  caring 
for  persons  with  AIDS  are  impor¬ 
tant,  but  active  involvement  in  pre¬ 
vention  is  equally  as  important. 

Churches  are  ideally  placed,  com¬ 
munity  based,  values-oriented  insti¬ 
tutions  that  can  be  effective  catalysts 
of  change  in  sexual  norms. 

We,  the  church,  must  remove  our 
heads  from  the  sand  and  address 
this  issue  aggressively  and  actively 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 

Otherwise,  we  will  lose  more  and 
more  brothers  and  sisters  to  this 
deadly  social  disease.  The  time  to 
act  is  now! 


I  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  Oct, 
23  article  by  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall  about  the  Rev.  Marie  Fortune’s 
recent  presentation  regarding  sexual 
abuse  in  the  church. 

A  large  part  of  the  work  of  the 
Center  for  Prevention  of  Sexual  and 
Domestic  Violence  is  educational, 
and  working  with  denominations 
on  specific  cases  of  clergy  abuse. 

However,  they  also  present  retreats 
for  victims  of  clergy  sexual  abuse. 
Many  of  your  readers  may  be  victims 
of  this  kind  of  abuse  or  know  of  some¬ 
one  who  is  a  survivor.  It  may  be  help¬ 
ful  to  include  information  of  where 
victims  may  find  support. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  list 
which  I  received  from  the  Center  re¬ 
garding  upcoming  retreats  for  survi¬ 
vors  (see  below).  Although  men  are 
also  victims  of  clergy  sexual  abuse, 
these  particular  retreats  are  for  wom¬ 
en  only.  The  retreats  offer  support 
and  a  ray  of  hope  for  those  who  are 
lost  in  a  hell  of  silent  suffering. 

Please  contact  the  Center  (206- 
634-1903)  or  the  retreat  centers  list¬ 
ed  to  verify  this  information.  Space 
is  limited  usually  to  25  participants, 
hence  the  need  for  additional  re¬ 
treats  of  this  kind. 

Thank  you  for  any  help  that  you 
can  give  toward  getting  the  word 
out  about  available  sources  of  heal¬ 
ing  and  support. 

Beverly  C.  Butler 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Following  is  the 
schedule  of  retreats  to  which  Ms. 
Butler's  letter  refers: 

November  13-15, 1992 
The  Priory  Spirituality  Center 
Lacey,  Washington 
206/438-2595 

March  12-14, 1993 
Kirkridge  Center 


Bangor,  Pennsylvania 
215/588-1793 

March  19-21, 1993 
Naramata  Centre 
Naramata,  British  Columbia 
604/496-5751 

May  13-15, 1993 
Lake  Okoboji 
United  Methodist  Camp 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa 
712/336-2936 

'Creed'  remembered 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
may  be  interested  in  learning  the 
following  from  someone  who  was 
raised  and  found  Jesus  as  Lord  and 
Savior  in  a  Southern  Baptist 
Church  (see  UMR,  Sept.  25  article 
headlined,  “Non-Creedal  churches 
asked  to  reconsider”):  We  regularly 
sang  the  Doxology  based  on  the  Old 
100th,  which  ends  “Praise  him 
above  ye  heavenly  host;  praise  Fa¬ 
ther,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  AMEN." 

Is  not  this  a  creed  that  holds  up 
the  Trinity? 

Rose  M.  Fischer 

Montgomery  City,  Missouri 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Know  your  Bible? 


“Who  that  knows  any  thing  of  the 
history  of  the  press,  is  ignorant  of 
the  great  moral  power  which  it  is 
calculated  to  exertf?]  And  if  it  has 
claims  on  any  community  to  sus¬ 
tain  it,  surely  these  claims  stand  out 


in  bold  relief  when  applied  to  a  mis¬ 
sion  paper .  . . .  ” 

— From  “Africa’s  Luminary,”  19th 
century  Methodist  periodical  pub¬ 
lished  in  Monrovia,  Liberia — the 
first  on  a  foreign  mission. 


The  United  Methodist 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“No  servant  can  serve  two  mas¬ 
ters;  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one 
and  love  the  other,  or  he  will  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  one  and  despise  the 
other.  You  cannot  serve  God  and 
mammon.” 


Book 
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(Last  week's  answer  Colossians  2:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  8 

Monday:  Psalms  9:1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  9: 1 1-20 
Wednesday:  Zechariah  7:1-10 
Thursday:  Luke  20:20-26 
Friday:  Luke  20:27-38 
Saturday:  2  Thessalonians  2: 1-1 3 
Sunday:  2  Thessalonians  2:13-3:5 
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560  pages  of  VALUABLE  worship 
resource  material 


The  official  new  Book  of 
Worship  for  our  denomination 
has  been  approved  and  is  now 
available  (October,  1992). 
Developed  with  input  from 
worship  leaders  from  across  our 
denomination,  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship,  1992 
is  invaluable  for  pastors, 
musicians,  and  laypersons  who 
plan  and  lead  worship  in  local 
congregations. 

Outstanding  features  include 
an  extensive  collection  of 
worship  material  (services, 
liturgies,  litanies,  prayers,  music, 
and  other  acts  of  worship); 
thousands  of  references  to  the 
Hymnal;  expanded  instructions 
in  portions  of  services  which  are 
included  in  the  Hymnal; 
Scripture  readings  based  on  the 
NRSV;  multicultural  worship 
material;  and  acts  of  worship 
organized  by  the  calendar  of  the 
Christian  Year  from  Advent 
through  After  Pentecost. 


Three  editions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship,  1992 
are  available: 

Regular  (Hardcover)  Edition. 

Complete  Book  of  Worship 
contains  26  pages  of  service 
music  (includes  tune  line  only 
for  most  selections).  Attractive 
two-color  cover  stamping.  A01 
#035724.  Black,  $24.95 

Genuine  Leather  Edition.  All 

contents  of  the  Hardcover 
Edition  bound  in  black  pigskin 
leather.  A01 
#035732.  $49.95 

Accompaniment  (Keyboard) 
Edition.  Contains  full 
accompaniments  to  all  music 
found  in  the  Book  of  Worship. 
Available  as  set  of  looseleaf 
sheets,  drilled  to  fit  into  the 
Keyboard  Edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  A01 
#035740.  $9.95 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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HUMAN  RIGHTS  VIOLATIONS: 

An  investigation  into  possible  violations  of  hu¬ 
man  rights  of  Palestinians  held  prisoner  by  Is¬ 
raeli  forces  has  been  asked  by  United  Methodist 
missions  executive  Sue  Robinson.  In  a  letter  to 
President  Bush,  Ms.  Robinson  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  urged  that  U.S.  dip¬ 
lomats  be  instructed  to  investigate  prison  condi¬ 
tions  where  Palestinians  have  been  kept  in 
solitary  confinement  for  long  periods  of  time. 
Ms.  Robinson  also  asked  that  payment  of  U.S. 
grants  to  Israel  be  suspended  “until  the  Israeli 
government  withdraws  their  armed  forces  from 
all  centers  where  Palestinians  live”  and  accept 
international  law  and  U.N.  resolutions. 

STOP  NEGATIVE'  CRITICISM: 

Some  critics  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  are  concerned  less 
about  mission  than  about 
how  to  remold  the  agency 
to  fit  their  own  ideological 
or  theological  agendas,  said 
the  agency’s  new  president 
last  month.  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete  (Boston  Area) 
condemned  the  type  of  crit¬ 
icism  that  he  said  is  “forged 
on  the  anvil  of  negativism  Herbert  Skeete 
and  political  power  plays”  and  on  attempts  to  re¬ 
locate  the  agency  from  New  York  as  a  way  to 
change  its  image.  He  also  said  however  that  the 
board  must  make  changes  including  better  inter¬ 
nal  structure,  new  partnerships  with  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  and  a  “servant  ministry.”  To  that  end, 
the  178  elected  directors  approved  a  series  of  dia¬ 
logues  in  annual  conferences,  local  churches  and 
elsewhere,  to  be  completed  by  December  1994. 

MISSIONARIES  RESIGN:  a  couple 

from  Lansing,  Ill.,  has  resigned  as  missionaries 
to  Zaire  for  the  World  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  Rev.  Lowell  and  Claudia  Wertz — who  had 
filed  a  slander  suit  against  a  World  Division  su¬ 
pervisor  and  then  dropped  it — resigned  Oct.  18. 
The  board  was  informed  of  their  decision  by 
Howard  Wertz,  lawyer  and  brother  of  Lowell. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  World  Division  chief 
executive,  expressed  his  regret.  “We  had  hoped 
the  process  of  reconciliation  could  have  gone 
full  course,  but  we  respect  their  decision,”  he 
said.  The  resignations  were  submitted  to  Bishop 
Ngoy  Wakadilo  in  Zaire. 

PATRIARCH  MAKES  APPEAL:  The 

spiritual  leaders  of  some  12  million  Orthodox 
Christians  has  asked  officials  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  to  send  a  high-level  delega¬ 
tion  to  the  former  Yugoslavia  to  visit  with  lead¬ 
ers  of  all  factions  in  the  area.  “The  world  needs 
to  know  the  truth  about  us,”  said  His  Holiness 
Patriarch  Pavle.  “We  will  welcome  a  delegation 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Other  members  of  the 
Serbian  delegation  expressed  a  hope  for  “truth, 
love,  and  justice”  for  all  the  people  of  their  land. 
Delegation  members  said,  “They  do  not  need 
guns.  The  people  need  assistance  in  getting  shel¬ 
ter,  food,  clothing — the  basic  human  survival.” 

EMPHASIS  ON  YOUTH:  Theological 
unity  and  increased  involvement  of  youths  are 
among  emphases  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’ 
new  general  secretary.  If  de¬ 
nominations  fail  to  attempt 
to  recapture  their  youths, 

“the  unquestioned  religious 
search  that  is  taking  place 
among  the  younger  genera¬ 
tion  will  take  a  different 
turn,”  said  the  Rev.  Konrad 
Raiser,  a  German  Lutheran.  He  also  voiced 
hope  the  ecumenical  agency  can  play  a  role  in 
peace-building  in  places  such  as  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  expand  dialogues  with  other  faiths. 

STOP  THE  VIOLENCE:  Responding  to 
reports  of  more  than  1.1  million  incidents  of 
domestic  violence  against  women  in  1991,  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  top  social  action  ex¬ 
ecutive  recently  urged  support  for  the  “violence 
against  women  act”  pending  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 
“Ending  the  violence  that  destabilizes  the  very 
foundation  of  our  society,  particularly  that 
which  targets  women,  must  continue  to  be  a  pri¬ 
ority  for  our  government  to  address,”  said  the 
Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett.  Mr.  Fassett 
heads  the  denomination’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Because  of  the  issues  involved,  the  Sen¬ 
ate  was  urged  to  avoid  overlooking  the  proposal 
in  the  push  for  adjournment  to  hit  the  campaign 
trail.  Mr.  Fassett  also  called  on  the  Senate  to 
“refrain  from  quick-fix,  last-minute  amend¬ 
ments”  that  could  stall  passage. 

PRIEST  LEAVES  CHURCH:  The  high¬ 
est-ranking  parish  priest  in  th,e  Episcopal 
Church  has  resigned  from  the  ministry  after  ad¬ 
mitting  sexual  misconduct  with  male  young 
adults  and  a  teen-ager,  according  to  church  offi¬ 
cials.  The  admission  of  misconduct  by  the  Rev. 
Wallace  Frey,  vice  president  of  the  church’s 
House  of  Deputies  and  rector  of  St.  David’s 
Church  in  DeWitt,  N.Y.,  is  the  latest  in  a  con¬ 
tinuing  saga  of  sexual  misconduct  that  has  in¬ 
volved  clergy  in  virtually  all  of  the  country's 
major  denominations.  Mr.  Frey’s  case  is  likely 
to  raise  more  eyebrows  than  many  because  of 
his  prominent  role  in  national  church  affairs. 
Ironically,  at  the  church’s  1991  General  Con¬ 
vention  he  chaired  the  House  of  Deputies’ 
Committee  on  Ministry  that  deals  with  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  sexuality  and  the  clergy. 


Konrad  Raiser 


Health-care  plan  axed  by  church  court 

UMC  Judicial  Council  says  UMCare  proposal  violates  church  constitution 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

BROOKLINE,  Mass. — A  con¬ 
troversial,  mandatory  plan  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  1992  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  to  cover 
health  care  costs  for  virtually  all 
the  denomination’s  clergy  and 
some  lay  employees  has  been  de¬ 
clared  unconstitutional  by  the 
church’s  highest  court. 

In  a  split  decision,  the  nine- 
member  Judicial  Council  ruled 
Oct.  30  that  the  plan,  known  as 
UMCare,  violates  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  constitution  “because  it  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  unauthorized 
delegation”  to  the  General  Board 
of  Pensions  legislative  authority  re¬ 


served  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  court  cited  specifically  a 
section  of  UMCare  giving  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  authority  to  create,  amend 
or  terminate,  “in  its  sole  discre¬ 
tion,”  program  options. 

Further,  the  court  held,  the 
plan  is  contrary  to  church  law 
prohibiting  unauthorized  finan¬ 
cial  obligations  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  or  its  organizational  units. 

The  health  coverage  plan  had 
been  developed  by  the  pensions 
agency  in  response  to  a  request 
by  the  church’s  1988  policymak¬ 
ing  General  Conference. 

The  intent  was  to  determine 
whether  a  uniform  plan  could  be 


devised  to  help  annual  conferences 
and  church  agencies  deal  with  soar¬ 
ing  costs  health  care  costs. 

The  plan,  scheduled  to  go  into 
effect  Jan.  1,  1994,  would  have 
been  mandatory  for  all  72  of  the 
church’s  regional  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States  except 
the  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Conference. 

At  present,  clergy  and  their 
families  are  covered  for  health 
care  on  a  conference-by-confer- 
ence  basis. 

Total  premiums  for  such  in  a 
recent  year  were  calculated  by 
pensions  officials  at  approxi¬ 
mately  S200  million. 

The  1992  General  Conference 


was  told  that  UMCare  would  cut 
aggregate  annual  premium  costs 
by  at  least  $10  million. 

The  proposal  provided  certain 
basic  coverages  with  the  option 
of  additional  benefits  on  a  “cafe¬ 
teria"  basis. 

Some  regional  conferences  ob¬ 
jected  that  the  plan  would  cost 
them  higher  premiums  for  less 
coverage. 

Others  claimed  that  the  man¬ 
datory  features  of  UMCare 
would  shift  to  the  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  property  and  authority  as¬ 
signed  by  church  law  to 
congregations  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  would  otherwise  vio¬ 
late  local  prerogatives. 


The  General  Conference  last 
April  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  sharply 
debated  the  plan  before  adopting 
it  by  a  5 1 2-42 1  vote. 

It  was  immediately  referred  to 
the  Judicial  Council,  in  session 
in  Louisville,  to  test  its  constitu¬ 
tionality. 

The  high  court  ruled  at  that 
time  that  the  General  Conference 
has  the  authority  to  adopt  “a 
health  care  plan  with  mandatory 
participation”  by  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  other  salary-paying 
units,  but  UMCare  was  not  cited 
specifically. 

That  ruling  was  left  standing 
by  the  court’s  latest  decision. 


Mozambique  seeks  church  aid  as 
drought,  poverty  darken  peace 


By  DENISE  )OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The  16- 
year  civil  war  in  Mozambique  is 
over,  but  the  fight  for  survival  is 
just  beginning  for  people  in  the 
southern  African  country. 

That’s  the  description  given  by 
United  Methodist  mission  leader 
Zacarias  M.  Uqueio. 

A  member  of  a  local  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  capital 
city  of  Maputo,  Mr.  Uqueio  was 
representing  the  Mozambique 
Annual  Conference  during  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“The  good  news  is  that  we  will 
be  free  to  do  more  ministry  since 
the  treaty  was  signed,”  said  Mr. 
Uqueio.  “I  believe  the  cease-fire 
will  help  the  relief  operations 
reach  the  people  in  need.” 

The  bad  news,  he  said,  is  that  a 
regional  drought  and  a  poor  na¬ 
tional  economy  may  determine  if 
Mozambicans  will  be  able  to  sa¬ 
vor  this  new  freedom. 

On  Oct.  4,  a  peace  treaty  was 
signed  in  Rome  by  Mozambique 
President  Joaquim  Alberto  Chis- 
sano,  and  Afonso  Dhlakama,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Mozambique  National 
Resistance — also  known  as  the  re¬ 
bel  group  RENAMO. 

The  peace  accord  was  announced 


to  Mozambicans  on  Oct.  16. 

“Before  the  signing  of  the  trea¬ 
ty,  the  church  could  not  evange¬ 
lize  because  the  people  could  not 
go  [freely]  into  other  areas,”  said 
Mr.  Uqueio.  “Now  it  will  be  easi¬ 
er  for  a  person  to  go  from  place 
to  place.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mozambique  has  about  50,000 
members. 

Mr.  Uqueio  told  the  Reporter 
that  following  the  cease-fire,  the 
government  has  asked  United 
Methodists  and  other  church 
groups  to  care  for  children  whose 
parents  were  killed  in  the  war. 

That’s  because  the  church  is 
the  only  institution  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  that  will  keep  orphans 
without  question,  he  said. 

In  Maputo,  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  built  a  small  school  for 
these  children.  It  opened  on  Aug. 
14  with  14  children.  Now  there 
are  at  least  twice  as  many. 

“Sometimes  the  church  is  the 
only  place  that  will  feed  these 
children,”  said  the  Mozambican 
layman.  “This  may  be  only  one 
meal  a  day.” 

Although  the  cease-fire  has  en¬ 
abled  health  care  workers  freely 
to  help  anyone  needing  medical 
attention,  many  clinics  have  little 
equipment  or  medical  supplies  to 
serve  their  patients. 


At  the  Global  Ministries  meet¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Uqueio  made  an  appeal 
for  medicine  for  Mozambique 
clinics.  He  has  assessed  medical 
needs  of  his  country  as  a  member 
of  the  Mozambique  Red  Cross. 

“My  wife,  Martha,  works  at  a 
government  clinic,  and  all  she 
does  is  tell  people  all  day,  ‘There 
is  no  medicine  ’  ”  said  Mr. 
Uqueio.  “And  this  is  in  Ma¬ 
puto — the  capital  city.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  worse  in  other  areas.” 

The  Mozambique  Annual 
Conference  also  foresees  more 
new  “mission  extensions”  fol¬ 
lowing  the  civil  war. 

Currently  the  church  has  start¬ 
ed  several  new  mission  districts, 
including  an  extension  for  Mo¬ 
zambican  laborers  who  live  in 
South  Africa. 

Despite  the  prospect  of  new 
mission  programs  for  the  Mo¬ 
zambique  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mr.  Uqueio  said  his 
church  faces  many  obstacles  in 
ministering  to  the  poor. 

Mr.  Uqueio  told  the  Reporter 
that  some  3  million  refugees  in 
surrounding  countries  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  now  that  peace 
has  come.  They  will  need  food, 
clothing  and  shelter. 

He  said  in  some  rural  areas,  the 
people  are  so  poor  that  adults  are 
wearing  tree  bark  for  clothing. 


PHOTO  BY  DONNA  PBEZELSKI 

RIDGEFIELD,  Conn.— Responding  to  the  urgent  need  for  medi¬ 
cal  supplies  in  Mozambique  following  a  civil  war,  members  of 
Jesse  Lee  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ridgefield  collect  an  es¬ 
timated  $8,000  in  antibiotics  from  local  physicians.  Sheryl 
Markiewiez  (left)  helps  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  (right)  pack  the 
supplies  to  be  delivered  by  Zacarias  M.  Uqueio  (center),  a 
member  of  the  Mozambique  Red  Cross  and  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 


Fighting  forces  missionaries  from  Liberia 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

Uoited  Methodist  News  Service 

For  the  second  time  in  two 
years,  civil  war  has  forced  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries  to 
evacuate  from  Liberia. 

Meanwhile,  at  press  time  the 
fate  of  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area),  a 
target  of  rebel  forces,  was  un¬ 
known.  (See  UMR  Oct.  30.) 

All  but  two  of  the  missionar¬ 
ies  left  the  African  country  on 
the  advice  of  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment,  which  flew  U.S.  citi¬ 
zens  from  the  Liberian  capital 
of  Monrovia  to  Abidjan  in  the 
neighboring  Ivory  Coast. 


William  and  Grace  Wamock 
of  Maryville,  Tenn.,  have  decid¬ 
ed  to  stay  in  Monrovia  for  now, 
State  Department  officials  said. 

According  to  a  Reuters  news 
story,  Monrovia  experienced 
some  of  its  heaviest  fighting  since 
1990  as  forces  led  by  Charles 
Taylor  attacked  in  mid-October. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  National  Patriotic 
Front  of  Liberia  reportedly  cap¬ 
tured  Caldwell,  an  area  near 
Monrovia’s  port  that  had  been 
held  by  his  rival,  Prince  Johnson. 

The  West  Africa  coalition 
called  ECOMOG,  which  began 
as  a  peacekeeping  force,  appar¬ 
ently  has  joined  the  battle  even 
as  it  calls  for  a  cease-fire,  Reu¬ 


ters  reported. 

ECOMOG  also  has  been  bomb¬ 
ing  northeastern  Liberia,  as  close 
as  30  miles  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  hospital  in  Ganta,  according  to 
State  Department  sources. 

As  of  Oct.  26,  six  missionar¬ 
ies  were  reported  safe  in  Abi¬ 
djan — Loretta  Gruver  of  Elk¬ 
hart,  Ind.;  Arlene  Hache  of 
Thousand  Oaks,  Calif.;  Frank 
and  Carolyn  Horton  of  Fair¬ 
mont,  W.Va.,  and  Herbert  and 
Mary  Zigbuo  and  their  five  chil¬ 
dren  of  Durham,  N.C. 

Four  other  missionaries  to 
Liberia  are  in  the  United  States 
on  leave. 

Because  communications 


have  been  disrupted,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
staff  in  New  York  has  been  un¬ 
able  to  contact  Bishop  Kulah  or 
other  United  Methodist  church 
leaders  in  Liberia. 

Church  officials  in  the  U.S. 
fear  for  Bishop  Kulah’s  safety 
because  he  has  protested  Mr. 
Taylor’s  attacks  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
30). 

Liberia’s  civil  war  began  in 
December  1989,  when  Charles 
Taylor  led  rebel  forces  against 
the  government  of  then-Presi- 
dent  Samuel  K.  Doe. 

Associate  Editor  Denise  John¬ 
son  Stovall  contributed  to  this 
report. 


Research  revealed  three 
stages  that  occur  when 
a  member  leaves  a  y, 
congregation:  /  \ 

•  Initial  discomfort 

•  Gradual  withdrawal  M 

•  Decision  to  stay  away 


Certain  "high  risk"  events 

were  found  to  cause  initial 

discomfort: 

•  Ministerial  changes 

•  Major  transitions  In 
member's  life 

•  Serious  Illness  or  death  In 
member's  (amity 

•  Member  expresses" 
Concern  but  is 
Ignored 

•  Turmol  in  the 
congregation 


REPORTER 
LLUSTRATCN  BY 
DEBRA  MCKdGHT 


Survey:  'Why  did  you  leave  church V 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— People 
don’t  leave  churches  over  doc¬ 
trines  or  social  issues.  They 
leave  because  people  don’t  pay 
attention  to  them. 

That’s  the  finding  of  a  new 
study  done  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  which  has  lost 
about  a  third  of  its  members 
over  the  past  25  years. 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Jeam- 
bey,  a  Presbyterian  leader,  has 
interviewed  21  people  who 
have  left  his  denomination  and 
found  that  two-thirds  cite  failed 
expectations  and  poor  relation¬ 
ships. 

He  said  he  believes  people 
who  have  left  other  denomina¬ 
tions  would  give  similar  reasons 
as  those  given  by  former  Pres¬ 
byterians. 

Lack  of  support 

Their  decisions  to  leave  had 
little  to  do  with  a  church’s 
teachings  or  social  programs 
and  much  to  do  with  what  they 
regarded  as  lack  of  acceptance 
or  support,  Mr.  Jeambey  said. 

Furthermore,  he  said,  two- 
thirds  of  those  he  talked  with 


In  general,  churches  could  avoid  losses  by 
providing  more  opportunities  for  members  to 
interact  with  one  another  and  form  bonds. 


said  they  had  been  completely 
ignored  after  they  left  their  con¬ 
gregations.  Many  of  the  former 
members  said  that,  as  far  as 
they  knew,  no  one  had  even  in¬ 
quired  about  their  absence. 

Nearly  half  indicated  they 
would  have  welcomed  a  mean¬ 
ingful  inquiry  from  the  pastor 
or  other  church  leader  and  that 
it  could  have  made  a  difference 
in  their  decision  to  disaffiliate. 

Nine  of  the  individuals  iden¬ 
tified  “failed  expectations”  as 
their  basic  reason  for  leaving. 
Others  noted  differences  and 
misunderstandings  with  indi¬ 
viduals  and  groups  in  the  con¬ 
gregation,  loss  of  a  support 
system  when  friends  or  minis¬ 
ters  moved  away  and  a  seeming 
lack  of  acceptance,  Mr.  Jeam¬ 
bey  said. 

Examples  cited 

Examples  include: 

■  a  woman  from  a  rural 
church  who  complained  that  a 
new  minister  at  her  church 


failed  to  speak  to  her  about  a 
daughter  who  was  dying; 

■  a  young  woman  from  a 
small  city  church  who  said  the 
sermons  and  other  church  pro¬ 
grams  lacked  connection  to  her 
daily  life; 

■  a  young  mother  from  a 
small  suburban  church  who 
said  many  people  her  age  had 
grown  up  together  and  formed  a 
tight  network  from  which  she 
felt  excluded; 

■  a  man  in  his  late  50s  who 
said  people  avoided  him  after 
his  divorce. 

In  general,  churches  could 
avoid  losses  by  providing  more 
opportunities  for  members  to 
interact  with  one  another  and 
form  bonds,  Mr.  Jeambey  said. 

Mr.  Jeambey  is  director  of 
communication  for  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Synod  of  Lakes  and  Prai¬ 
ries,  a  regional  governing  body 
based  in  Bloomington,  Minn. 
He  reported  his  findings  in  the 
October  issue  of  the  synod’s 
publication,  “Life  and  Times.” 


Oxford 
Summer 
School  in 
Religious 
Studies 

Tuesday  10  August  - 
Monday  23  August  1993 

UNIVERSITY  COLLEGE 
OXFORD 

Lecturers: 

Professor  John  Macquarrie 
Bishop  Kallistos  T.  Ware 
Bishop  Richard  Holloway 
Bishop  Kenneth  Cragg 
Dr.  F.W.  Dillistone 
Canon  John  Fenton 
Dr.  N.T.  (Tom)  Wright 
Dr.  Sue  Gillingham 
Dr.  Benedicta  Ward,  S.L.G. 
Dr.  Peter  Hodgson 

A  unique  opportunity  to  join 
a  small  ecumenical  group 
and  study  with  these 
distinguished  scholars  in 
the  intimate  setting  of 
Oxford's  oldest  college. 

For  brochure  contact: 
Norma  Christensen 
820  Park  Avenue,  Box  K 
Worland,  Wyoming  82401 
Phone:  (307)  347-3836 
Fax: (307)  347-2133 
or 

Fernand  Beck,  Box  K 
Fordham  Preparatory  School 
The  Bronx,  New  York  10458 
Phone/Fax:  (212)  884-6261 


Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

= connections 

NEW  SCOUTING  DIRECTOR:  The 

Rev.  Byron  Lee  White,  pastor  of  East  Lake 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
is  the  new  director  of  the  denomination’s  Scout¬ 
ing  ministry.  In  his  new  responsibilities,  Mr. 
White  will  coordinate  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  work  with  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
Girl  Scouts  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Camp  Fire,  Inc.  and  other  youth  agencies.  The 
Scouting  unit  is  related  to  the  Division  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  at  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship.  Mr.  White  has  been  adjunct  staff  for 
Discipleship  since  1990,  and  has  served  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  National  Association 
of  United  Methodist  Scouters. 

OFFICERS  ELECTED:  Bishop  William  B. 

Grove  (Albany,  N.Y.,  Area)  was  elected  recently 
to  a  second  four-year  term  as  president  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.  Also  elected  as  com¬ 
mission  officers  were  Thelma  L.  Johnson  of 
Cincinnati,  vice  president;  and  Kathy  Bannister 
of  Alexandria,  Va.,  secretary.  The  commission, 
which  traditionally  names  representatives  of 
other  denominations  to  its  membership,  also 
elected  the  Rev.  Patricia  Wilson-Kastner  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  a  parish  priest  in  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  Staccato  Powell  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  pastor  of  an  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  congregation,  as  members. 

RISE  IN  CHURCH  FUNDS:  Receipts 

in  18  funds  that  support  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  programs  in  the  United  States  and 
other  countries  were  2.14  percent  higher  in  the 
first  three  quarters  of  1992  than  the  same  peri¬ 
od  in  1991.  Income  through  Sept.  30  topped 
$68.5  million,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  reported  Oct.  7.  That’s 
about  $1.4  million  more  than  a  year  ago.  World 
Service,  the  denomination’s  basic  program 
fund,  increased  by  3.25  percent  to  almost  44 
percent  of  the  1992  goal.  Fourth-quarter  re¬ 
ceipts  traditionally  are  the  largest  of  the  year. 

UM  RADIO  IN  MOSCOW:  A  United 

Methodist-produced  radio  show  aimed  at  pro¬ 
moting  an  ecumenical  Christian  voice  has  be¬ 
gun  airing  on  Sundays  in  Moscow.  Called 
“Revelation,”  the  first  show  was  broadcast  Oct. 
4  on  Open  Radio,  a  new  commercial  station 
started  as  a  joint  venture  between  U.S.  and  Rus¬ 
sian  entrepreneurs.  Open  Radio  covers  a  poten¬ 
tial  listening  audience  of  more  than  22  million 
people.  Jeneane  Jones,  audio-visual  resources 
director  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  she  hopes  the  Christian  community 
in  Moscow  will  continue  the  program  after  its 
initial  run.  Produced  by  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Brian  Brightly  for  the  mission  board,  the 
show’s  format  includes  devotions,  inspirational 
music  and  interviews  with  newsmakers. 

SOCIAL  ISSUES  LEADERS:  Bishop 

Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  was  elect¬ 
ed  recently  to  a  four-year  term  as  president  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  The 
Rev.  Celia  Cox  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  was 
named  vice  president;  Ronald  Koo  of  Dallas, 
secretary;  and  Margaret  Knight  of  Jenkinsburg, 
Ga.,  treasurer.  Ms.  Cox,  a  Cherokee,  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  Native  American  to  serve  as  vice 
president  of  a  churchwide  United  Methodist 
agency.  Directors  also  nominated  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  for  re-election  as  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  by  the  church’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries,  which  formally  elects  the  admin¬ 
istrators  of  churchwide  boards  and  agencies. 


Ministry  gives  support  to  jobless  workers 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Bums  Landess’  enthusiasm  ex¬ 
plodes  over  the  telephone  wires. 

“This  is  the  most  phenomenal 
ministry  I’ve  seen  in  my  Chris¬ 
tian  experience,"  he  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

Mr.  Landess,  a  member  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  is  talking 
about  the  church’s  ministry  to 
people  who  are  having  a  hard 
time  finding  a  job. 

Started  4  years  ago 

“Career  Support  Ministry,” 
which  now  meets  at  the  church 
every  Tuesday  morning  for  cof¬ 
fee,  juice  and  doughnuts,  started 
nearly  four  years  ago  when  two 
job-searching  members  found 
that  sharing  their  frustrations 
seemed  to  help. 

That  was  a  time  when  busi¬ 
nesses  nationwide  began  to  fail  at 
an  alarming  rate,  Mr.  Landess 
said.  Many  professional  and 
middle-management,  career-ori¬ 
ented  people  suddenly  found 
themselves  out  of  work  and  dis- 
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Evangelism  chair  filled 

REUTLINGEN,  Germany— Bishop  Walter 
Klaiber  (Germany  Area)  and  the  Rev. 
Manfred  Marquardt  (right),  dean,  welcome 
the  Rev.  loachim  Georg  (center)  to  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  the  United  Methodist  Seminary  in 
Reutlingen  during  an  Oct.  4  installation. 
Professor  Georg's  appointment  to  the  larg¬ 
est  United  Methodist  seminary  in  Europe 
was  funded  by  the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  based  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 


Curtis  Donnell 
. . .  motivational  speaker 
covered  they  could  not  find  an¬ 
other  job. 

That  trend  is  continuing,  he 
said. 

“Major  companies  like  Xerox 
and  IBM  are  laying  off  tens  of 
thousands  of  white-collar  work¬ 
ers,”  he  said.  “These  are  not  tem¬ 
porary  losses.  They  are 


permanent.” 

Mr.  Landess  said  50  to  75  peo¬ 
ple  attend  the  weekly  support 
meeting  to  hear  speakers  such  as 
the  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam,  pastor 
of  the  church,  or  sports  figure 
turned  businessman  Kyle  Rote, 
Jr. 

Motivational  speaker 

On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  Landess  said, 
Dallas  motivational  speaker  Cur¬ 
tis  Donnell  is  flying  to  Memphis 
at  his  own  expense  to  address  the 
group. 

Every  other  week  participants 
break  into  small  groups  to  dis¬ 
cuss  such  topics  as  “How  to  han¬ 
dle  rejection.” 

“A  lot  of  people  are  coming 
who  are  really  hurting,”  he  said. 
“The  small  groups  allow  them 
to  vent  their  fears  and  pressures 
in  a  non-threatening  setting.” 

Each  newcomer  is  asked  to  tell 
who  they  are,  where  they  go  to 
church,  what  their  experience  is 
and  what  they  are  looking  for  in 
a  job. 

It’s  important  for  them  to  un¬ 
derstand,  Mr.  Landess  said,  that 


the  purpose  of  the  ministry  is  not 
to  find  jobs  for  people  but  to  pro¬ 
vide  encouragement  and  support 
for  them. 

Free  resources  offered 

They  have  a  place  where  they 
can  share  their  faith,  exchange 
ideas  and  job  leads  and  find  re¬ 
sources  to  help  them  in  their  job 
search,  he  said. 

These  free  resources  include 
use  of  the  church’s  Counseling 
Center  which  provides  personal¬ 
ity  assessment,  computers,  copy 
machines,  telephones,  private  of¬ 
fices  and  individual  and  family 
counseling. 

In  addition  to  the  weekly 
breakfast  meeting,  seminars  and 
workshops  are  held  in  the  eve¬ 
nings.  These  include  a  career 
transition  seminar  which  focuses 
on  the  spiritual,  emotional  and 
technical  aspects  of  the  job 
search.  A  separate  seminar  is 
held  for  the  spouses  of  job-seek¬ 
ers. 

A  career  transition  workshop 
focusing  on  self-assessment  and 
specific  concerns  of  individuals 


is  held  monthly.  A  financial  plan¬ 
ning  seminar,  led  by  Mr.  Lan¬ 
dess,  a  financial  planner,  is  held 
quarterly. 

All  seminars  and  workshops 
are  also  free  to  the  participants. 

“Outplacement  firms  have 
started  referring  clients  here,” 
Mr.  Landess  said,  “for  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  support  we 
give  them.” 

The  ministry  has  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful,  Mr.  Landess  said,  that  a 
seminar  for  local  churches  who 
are  interested  in  starting  such  a 
ministry  is  being  planned  for  the 
near  future.  Plans  are  also  under 
way  for  a  national  seminar  to  be 
held  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Landess  said  he  believes 
the  success  of  the  ministry  is  be¬ 
cause  no  one  person  has  con¬ 
trolled  or  dominated  it. 

Those  who  work  to  support  the 
ministry  have  an  unspoken  mot¬ 
to,  he  said,  drawn  from  an  anon¬ 
ymous  source; 

“There’s  no  limit  to  the 
amount  of  good  that  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  as  long  as  no  one 
cares  who  gets  the  credit.” 


Faith  takes  Czech  artist  from  despair  to  mission  work 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

JIHLAVA,  Czechoslovakia— 
Christ’s  newfound  “lambs”  in 
this  former  communist  country 
could  hardly  have  a  more  de¬ 
voted  shepherd  than  Ladislav 
Kukla. 

That’s  because  this  mission¬ 
ary  knows  from  his  own  trau¬ 
matic  experience  what  misery  a 
life  without  Christ  can  be. 

Mr.  Kukla  serves  as  lay  pas¬ 
tor  for  two  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  in  the 
Czech  republic — one  in  Zdar, 
the  other  in  Nove  Mesto.  The 
two  were  among  the  first  group 
of  “connecting  congregations” 
founded  earlier  this  year 
through  the  program  of  the 
same  name  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Conversion  remembered 

Through  an  interpreter,  Mr. 
Kukla,  an  artist,  recounted  for 
the  Reporter  the  conversion 
that  led  to  his  becoming  a  mis¬ 
sionary. 

As  a  young  man  he  concen¬ 
trated  on  what  he  termed 
“strong,  occultist”  subjects,  of¬ 
ten  basing  them  on  his  admira¬ 
tion  for  America’s  “beatnik” 
philosophy.  His  work  was  ex¬ 
hibited  as  far  away  as  Paris  and 
the  United  States. 

After  the  Red  Army  crushed 
the  democracy  of  the  “Prague 
Spring”  in  1968,  Mr.  Kukla’s 
work  was  banned  by  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party.  He  was  excluded 
from  the  artists’  union  and  had 
to  give  up  painting  and  become 
a  textile  worker. 

“My  life  went  down  into  al¬ 
coholism,”  Mr.  Kukla  said.  “I 
lived  in  bars.  I  had  hatred  in  my 
heart.” 

His  wife,  Tana  Kuklova  (the 
feminine  form  of  the  family 
name  in  Czech),  asked  for  a  di¬ 
vorce. 

Then  his  son’s  heart  condi¬ 
tion  worsened,  leading  to  fre¬ 
quent  hospitalizations. 

“I  wanted  to  kill  myself,”  he 


says  now. 

One  night  as  he  reviewed  his 
life  he  prayed  brokenheartedly: 
“God,  if  you  are  real,  please 
show  me  Yourself.  I  have  to 
know  You. 

And  God  replied,  Mr.  Kukla 
said. 

“He  sent  me  an  older  preach¬ 
er,  a  friend  of  my  father,  who 
came  to  see  me.  We  talked 
about  my  life,  and  then  I  bowed 
on  my  knees  and  gave  my  life  to 
Christ.” 

His  conversion  didn’t  please 
Mrs.  Kuklova,  whose  father, 
chief  of  the  local  Communist 
Party,  had  taught  atheism  in  the 
schools. 

“She  told  me:  ‘That  is  the  last 
nail  in  my  heart!’  ”  Mr.  Kukla 
recalled. 

Nor  did  conversion  bring  an 
immediate  end  to  Mr.  Kukla’s 
troubles.  However,  as  he  began 
to  attend  a  small  “house 
church,”  to  read  the  Bible  and 
to  pray,  he  slowly  stopped 
drinking. 

Then  the  older  preacher  who 
had  helped  in  Mr.  Kukla’s  con¬ 
version  came  to  see  Mrs.  Kuk¬ 
lova.  Shortly  thereafter  she,  too, 
came  to  believe. 

But  evil  made  one  last  attack 
on  the  artist. 

'Deepest  crisis' 

“My  life  came  into  the  deep¬ 
est  crisis,”  Mr.  Kukla  said.  “I 
started  to  hear  a  quiet  voice  in 
my  heart.  I  thought  it  was 
God’s  voice.  He  told  me  my 
wife  would  die.  I  bowed  on  the 
ground  and  called  to  the  Lord 
to  let  her  live  because  we  had 
two  sons. 

“But  my  friends  in  Christ,  Jo¬ 
sef  and  Jindra  Thai,  have  spiri¬ 
tual  gifts.  They  recognized  that 
the  voice  I  heard  was  the  devil, 
not  God. 

“I  wasn’t  able  to  pray.  I  could 
only  call  out,  ’Jesus,  Jesus.’ 

Three  days  later,  Mr.  Kukla 
said,  “God  opened  my  inner 
eyes  for  a  moment.” 

In  that  moment,  all  his  paint¬ 


ings  on  occult  subjects  “glowed 
with  demonic  lights.”  He  gath¬ 
ered  up  his  occult  paintings  and 
books  and  a  plant  he  had  stolen 
and  burned  them  in  his  yard. 

“God  gave  me  a  revelation  of 
the  hold  that  demonic  powers 
had  had  on  my  life,”  Mr.  Kukla 
said.  “My  wife  said  I  was  a  fool 
for  burning  my  paintings.  I  told 
her  I  would  paint  better  paint¬ 
ings.” 

In  1977  the  couple  began  to 
witness  publicly  to  their  faith, 
but  their  efforts  only  added  to 
their  troubles. 

Laughed  at  beliefs 

Mr.  Kukla’s  co-workers 
laughed  at  his  beliefs.  Mrs. 
Kuklova’s  parents  refused  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  daughter’s  fam¬ 
ily  in  public  and  denounced 
them  to  the  communist  secret 
police.  The  Kuklas  were  ques¬ 
tioned  but  not  imprisoned. 

“God  gave  us  power  through 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  endure,”  Mr. 
Kukla  said. 

Their  patient  endurance 
against  debt,  danger  and  deri¬ 
sion  finally  won  over  their  in¬ 
laws  more  than  five  years  later. 
His  in-laws  gave  him  45,000 
crowns,  about  $2,000,  to  pay 
off  their  home. 

“When  they  gave  that  to  us,  I 
cried,  not  because  of  the  money 
but  because  God  touched  their 
hearts,”  he  said. 

Now  Mr.  Kukla  serves  the 
new  congregations  in  Zdar, 
where  about  25  people  gather, 
and  Nove  Mesto,  which  has 
about  35  members.  Mrs.  Kuk¬ 
lova  heads  the  new  homeless 
shelter  being  opened  by  the 
United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Jihlava. 

“All  that  God  has  done  for 
us,  we  give  to  others,”  he  said. 
“That  is  the  main  reason  I’ve 
taken  on  the  mission  work  in 
Zdar  and  Nove  Mesto. 

“It’s  not  so  easy  to  do  at  50. 
But  I  do  it  so  that  God  can  call 
other  servants  and  build  them 
up  for  His  kingdom.” 
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JIHLAVA,  Czechoslovakia— Lay  missionary  Ladislav  Kukla  (center) 
pauses  with  his  wife,  Tana,  and  their  friend  Libor  Orel  outside  a 
building  that  will  be  converted  into  a  United  Methodist  shelter  for 
the  homeless. 


NEEDED 

Staff  person  needed  with  skills  in  evangelism  and 
singles  ministry.  Information  contact:  Gene 
Winkler,  FUMC  77  W.  Washington, 
Chicago.  IL  60602.  (312)  236-4546. 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

[EGENCy 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Top  Spanish  hymns  named 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  any  language,  United 
Methodists  love  to  sing  about 
their  faith,  and  the  most  loved 
hymns  among  Hispanic 
churches  mirror  favorites  in  En¬ 
glish-speaking  ones,  according 
to  a  survey  by  the  panel  creat¬ 
ing  a  new  Spanish-language 
hymnal. 

The  top- 10  all-time  favorites 
from  the  currently  used  Himnario 


Metodista  include  “Santo,  Santo, 
Santo!”  (Holy,  Holy,  Holy),  “Sub¬ 
lime  Gracia”  (Amazing  Grace), 
“Quisiera  yo  poder  cantar”  (based 
on  Charles  Wesley’s  “O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing”)  and 
“Senor,  Mi  Dios”  (“How  Great 
Thou  Art”). 

A  similar  survey  of  all  United 
Methodist  churches  in  1983 
found  that  “How  Great  Thou 
Art,”  “Amazing  Grace,”  “O 


For  a  Thousand  Tongues,”  and 
“Holy,  Holy,  Holy”  were  the 
top  favorites  churchwide. 

Although  the  18  members  of 
the  Spanish-language  hymnal 
committee  say  they  hope  to  in¬ 
clude  more  hymns  from  Latin 
America  and  more  original  texts 
created  by  Hispanic  hymnists, 
Project  Director  Lydia  Gama 
said  the  new  hymnal  will  include 
many  of  the  old  favorites. 
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Hurricane  relief  efforts  entering  new  phase 
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United  Methodist  relief  efforts  in 
Florida  are  entering  a  new  phase. 

That’s  the  word  from  volunteer 
coordinator  Lynette  Fields  in  Mi¬ 
ami. 

Ms.  Fields  says  the  permanent  re¬ 
building  phase  will  begin  the  first 
week  in  November. 

“Since  Aug.  25,  the  day  after  the 
storm,  volunteers  have  been  pour¬ 


ing  into  Dade  County  in  a  massive 
[emergency]  relief  effort,”  she  said. 

“At  last  count  nearly  1 ,400  people 
have  assisted  in  food  distribution, 
debris  removal,  phone  calling,  child 
recovery  therapy,  housing  and  family 
needs  assessments  and  drying  in 
(covering)  roofs  and  windows. 

“The  need  for  volunteers  remains 
great  and  will  continue  to  be  great 


for  at  least  the  next  few  years.” 

Ms.  Fields  is  asking  all  interested 
work  teams  to  contact  her  at  305- 
669-0772. 

“And  if  your  team  is  one  of  the 
75  already  scheduled  for  November 
and  December,  please  do  not  can¬ 
cel,”  she  urged.  “The  need  is  great.” 

Contributions  to  aid  Hurricane 
Andrew  relief  efforts  may  be  sent 


via  annual  conference  treasurers  to 

Advance  Special  No.  901185-6. 
—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 

roof  and  electric  step.  _ 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 


Iliff 

School  of 
Theology 


Iliff  Week  of 
Graduate  Lectures 
January  25-28,  1993 


Preachers: 

The  Rev.  Yvonne  Delk 
The  Rev.  Jim  Wallis 

Lecturers: 

Dr.  Joan  Campbell 
Dr.  Julio  de  Santa  Ana 
Dr.  Sally  B.  Geis 
Dr.  Michael  Kinnamon 
Dr.  Melor  Sturua 

Plus  six  workshops  and  six  public 
forums  designed  for  clergy  and  laity. 
Topics  include  faith  development, 
spiritual  direction,  worship,  pastoral 
care,  biblical  interpretation  and  cross- 
cultural  dialogue. 

For  complete  information 
write  or  call: 

The  Iliff  Insitute 
2201  S  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)  744-1287 
or 

1-8(81-678-3360 


“DAVID  DESERVES 
A  CHANCE  IN  LIFE” 


DAVID  will  be  six  years  old  next  month.  He 
has  been  accepted  at  a  Christian  orphanage,  In¬ 
dia.  The  superintendent  told  us  David  is  very 
smart  and  lively.  David  will  receive  food  for 
body  and  spirit  IF  someone  sponsors  him. 

For  only  $15  a  month—  50  cents  a  a  day — 
you  could  sponsor  David  or  a  child  like  him. 
You  will  receive  the  child’s  picture,  name  and 
address.  You  may  correspond  with  the  child, 
and  you’ll  receive  a  reply.  No  contracts  are 
signed  with  World's  Children,  Inc.  and  a 
sponsorship  can  last  for  any  length  of  time. 

World’s  Children,  Inc.  was  founded  in 
1965  by  a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  All 
donations  are  tax-deductible,  as  the  corporation 
is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy  of  the  re¬ 
cent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent  to  you, 
indicating  89%  of  funds  received  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children.  If  a  sponsor  chooses 
to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a  Christ¬ 
mas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child. 

Please  give  prayerful  consideration  to  spon¬ 
soring  a  destitute  child.  Individuals,  families 
and  groups  sponsor  children.  You  can  make  a 
difference  in  the  life  of  a  child. 

Please  write  today: 


WORLDS 


CHILDREN 


wish  lo  sponsor  o  child  whsrs  the 

need  Is  greatest _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  Is  payment  for  first  month 


I 

|  Stote  ond  Zip  _ 


World’s  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivay,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


NOVEMBER  6,  1992 


Faith  dimensions  3 

The  United  Methodist 
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Record  number  of  pilgrims 
Feast  of  the  Tabernacles  in 

The  Feast  of  the  Tabernacles  has  attracted  a  range 
of  Christians  who  view  the  state  of  Israel  as  a 
fulfillment  of  biblical  prophecy. 


By  STEVE  RODAN 

Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— A  record  6,000 
pro-Israel  Christians  from  80  coun¬ 
tries  ended  an  annual  pilgrimage  to 
the  Holy  Land  with  prayers  for  the 
safety  of  the  Jewish  state. 

“This  was  the  biggest  pilgrimage 
since  we  began  12  years  ago,”  said 
Jan  Willem  Van  der  Hoeven, 
spokesman  for  the  International 
Christian  Embassy,  which  orga¬ 
nized  the  event. 

The  week-long  Feast  of  the  Tab¬ 
ernacles  originally  began  in  1980  as 
a  demonstration  of  Christian  soli¬ 
darity  with  Israel.  The  feast  has  at¬ 
tracted  a  range  of  Christians  who 
view  the  state  of  Israel  as  a  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  biblical  prophecy. 

The  52-year-old  Van  der  Hoeven 
is  an  example  of  such  a  Christian. 
His  son  serves  in  the  Israeli  army 


and  his  wife  is  a  Christian  Arab 
from  Sudan. 

“We  Christians  are  better  Zion¬ 
ists  than  the  Jews,”  he  said. 

The  Christians  combined  inten¬ 
sive  prayer  and  touring  with  politi¬ 
cal  demonstrations  of  support  for 
Israel. 

These  included  a  march  by  thou¬ 
sands  of  pilgrims  through  the  streets 
of  Jerusalem.  Many  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  wore  costumes  that  echoed 
themes  from  the  Old  Testament 
and  carried  banners  with  passages 
from  Psalms. 

Houng  Chun  Mu  arrived  from 
Kau  Chang,  Taiwan  along  with  40 


of  his  compatriots.  “I  came  here  to 
study  Bible  in  the  land  where  Jesus 
walked,”  he  said. 

On  a  Sunday  morning,  the  pil¬ 
grims  held  a  mass  prayer  on  a 
southern  promenade  overlooking 
Jerusalem’s  Old  City. 

At  the  same  time,  about  350  of 
them  left  on  buses  to  pray  in  He¬ 
bron,  the  predominately  Arab-pop¬ 
ulated  city  that  contains  the  Cave  of 
the  Patriarchs. 

Hebron,  the  legendary  burial 
ground  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob 
and  their  wives,  has  been  a  battle¬ 
ground  recently  between  Arabs  and 
Jewish  residents. 


end 

Israel 

The  Christians  entered  Hebron 
unannounced  and  conducted 
prayers  in  the  city.  A  spokesman  for 
the  Tabernacles  event  said  there 
had  been  no  incidents. 

The  Tabernacles  feast  was  wel¬ 
comed  by  Israelis.  Officials  said  the 
Christian  guests  brought  in  as  much 
as  $12  million  in  tourism  revenue. 

Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
addressed  the  pilgrims  as  did  the 
chairman  of  the  semi-official  Jew¬ 
ish  Agency,  Simcha  Dinitz. 

The  publisher  of  an  Israeli  daily, 
Yehuda  Levy,  termed  the  visitors 
“Christian  Zionists.” 

The  Christians  did  their  part  as 
well  to  ensure  their  welcome.  A  del¬ 
egation  from  Finland  donated 
about  $150,000  for  two  projects, 
one  to  charter  a  plane  to  transport 
Jews  from  the  former  Soviet  Union 
to  Israel. 


Review^ 


Ethical  questions  arise  in  'Mohicans' 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

One  thing  you  can  say  about  di¬ 
rector  Michael  Mann’s  wide  screen 
version  of  the  classic,  “The  Last  of 
the  Mohicans,”  is  that  it  is  never 
dull. 

The  constant  battle  skirmishes 
and  the  rapid  panning  and  quirky 
movements  of  the  camera  breathe 
freshness,  if  not  horror,  into  this 
epic  melodrama  set  in  forbidding 
woods  and  on  crests  of  mountains. 

The  movie,  roughly  following 
James  Fenimore  Cooper’s  1  826 
novel  and  an  earlier  1936  Film 
which  adapted  the  novel,  offers  re¬ 
flection  on  some  important  themes, 
among  them: 

/  What  recourse  of  action  is 
there  and  where  should  allegiances 


Marquis  de  Louis-Joseph  Mont¬ 
calm,  charming  and  gracious,  prom¬ 
ises  a  besieged  British  garrison  it 
can  go  free,  if  it  surrenders  and 
leaves  the  fort  and  treks  out  of  the 
wilderness. 

A  generous  gesture,  except  the 
good  general  knows  Indians  who 
have  been  plundered  by  whites  wait 
to  wreak  out  their  revenge  on  the 
red-coats. 

S  If  a  sacrifice  of  a  life  is  de¬ 
manded,  as  with  Indian  justice  with 
captives  in  this  movie,  whose  life 
will  it  be? 

On  the  one  hand,  the  offering  of 
one’s  life  for  another  treats  of  a  very 
noble  and  spiritual  theme  (John 
15:13);  but  in  this  movie  it  also  has 
the  look  of  sexism. 

The  woman,  of  course,  must  be 


be  for  oppressed  people,- such  as. >  saved,- and  -noble  -  men  are  ready 


Native  American  tribes  here  being 
used  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
of  the  mid-1700’s? 

One  Indian  leader  insists  that 
“only  when  covered  with  blood  can 
you  bury  the  hatchet.” 

7  When  are  good  motives  actual¬ 
ly  evil  motives?  French  general 


Cardinal  decries 
decades  of  poor 
religion  classes 

Religious  News  Service 

PITTSBURGH— Decades  of 
poor  religion  classes  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  generation  of  Catholics 
who  lack  understanding  of  their 
faith  and  are  unable  to  defend  it 
against  advocates  of  abortion 
rights  and  other  critics,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Cardinal  John  O’Connor 
of  New  York. 

Cardinal  O’Connor,  chairman 
of  the  Pro-Life  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  National  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Catholic  Bishops,  spoke 
to  400  conservative  theologians 
attending  a  recent  weekend  meet¬ 
ing  under  auspices  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Catholic  Scholars. 

In  the  1960s  the  church  did 
not  properly  prepare  people  to 
understand  the  teachings  of  the 
Second  Vatican  Council,  he  said, 
creating  a  void  “too  often  filled 
by  self-prophets  with  false  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  council.” 

Because  of  the  “ambiguity  and 
confusion”  abqut  church  teach¬ 
ing,  “the  powerful  abortion  lobby 
has  been  able  to  target  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  and  has  poured  its  tre¬ 
mendous  financial  resources  into 
furthering  the  contraceptive 
mentality  that  exists  in  our  na¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

The  scholars  gathered  to  wel¬ 
come  the  Vatican’s  publication 
of  the  universal  catechism,  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  document,  officially  called 
“The  Catechism  of  the  Catholic 
Church,”  is  not  intended  for  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  a  thick  book  of  guide¬ 
lines  that  bishops  and  publishers 
will  be  expected  to  use  when  pre¬ 
paring  future  religion  texts  for 
children  and  adults. 

Groups  of  theologians  and  the 
U.S.  Catholic  bishops  have  criti¬ 
cized  earlier  drafts,  saying  much 
of  its  scholarship  was  simplistic 
or  outdated. 


with  the  slightest'beckoning  to  give 
their  lives  for  the  beautiful,  dark¬ 
haired  Cora  Munro  (Madeleine 
Stowe).  In  Cooper’s  original,  Cora 
does  not  fare  so  well. 

But  this  movie  is  wilderness  soap 


opera,  centering  on  the  love  of  a 
woman  by  two  men,  Hawkeye 
(Daniel  Day-Lewis)  and  British  Ma¬ 
jor  Duncan  Heyward  (Steven  Wad- 
dington),  Hawkeye’s  friend  in  the 
novel,  his  rival  in  the  movie. 

Hawkeye  is  the  adopted  son  of 
Chingachgook,  a  Mohican,  played 
by  Native  American  activist  Russell 
Means. 

Triangles  of  treachery,  love 

In  these  frontier  wars  for  control 
of  the  Continent  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  both  the  French  and 
the  English  enlisted  Indian  tribes. 

There  is  room  for  treachery  and 
changing  of  sides  of  the  Indians  as 
they  make  their  deals  with  the 
treacherous  white  men. 

Since  the  movie  does  not  bother 
with  much  backgrounding  or  char¬ 
acter  development  beyond  the  three 
in  the  love  triangle,  the  movie-goer 
might  find  the  glut  of  characters 
and  story  line  confusing  in  the  early 
part  of  the  movie. 

Daniel  Day-Lewis,  as  Hawkeye, 


cuts  a  remarkable  presence  in  his 
vitality.  But  his  charisma  is  mostly 
body  language,  as  his  speech,  which 
is  sparse  and  reserved,  comes  out  a 
bit  wooden  at  times. 

But  it  was  his  body  language  as  a 
severely  handicapped  young  man 
with  speech  difficulties  that  won 
him  an  Academy  Award  in  the  1989 
film,  “My  Left  Foot.” 

Traces  of  previous  themes 

“The  Last  of  the  Mohicans”  is 
reminiscent  of  the  Catholic  mission 
theme  movies  of  recent  years,  “The 
Mission,”  with  its  precipitous 
South  American  water  falls  and 
cliff-hanging  scenes,  and  “The 
Black  Robe,”  with  its  grand  scenery 
of  canoes  in  the  Canadian  wild. 

The  movie  is  rated  R  (under  17 
requiring  parent  or  guardian  ac¬ 
companiment).  There  is  no  nudity, 
but  discreet  sexual  situations.  Vio¬ 
lence  is  pervasive,  but  much  of  it  is 
muted  and  blurred. 


TWENTIETH  CENTURY  FOX  PHOTO 

Daniel  Day-Lewis,  center,  portrays  a  frontiersman  in  Michael  Mann's  epic  romantic  adventure  "The 
Last  of  the  Mohicans."  The  movie  poses  several  ethical  questions  about  justice  and  purity  of  motive. 


Moment  of  Inspiration^ 


The  best  play  comes  from  inside 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Our  grandson  came  for  an  over¬ 
night  visit.  The  first  event  on  the 
agenda  was  a  trip  to  Toys  ‘R’  Us.  He 
savors  a  visit  there.  He  studies  the  of¬ 
ferings  aisle  by  aisle,  shelf  by  shelf. 

Finally,  he  and  his  grandmother 
begin  dickering  about  the  cost  of 
two  or  three  items;  they  generally 
come  up  somewhere  in  the  middle 
of  her  low  and  his  high. 

So  we  returned  home  with  a  com¬ 
plicated  Lego  model.  It  had  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  hundreds  of  tiny  colored 
pieces  in  scores  of  shapes  and  dozens 
of  pages  of  arcane  instructions. 

I  offered  to  help  construct  the 
marvel  as  a  correct  expression  of  in- 
tergenerational  togetherness. 

While  I  started  the  mind-boggling 
task  of  studying  the  reams  of  draw¬ 


ings  and  charts  in  order  to  begin  at 
the  beginning  and  know  where  it 
was  all  ending,  he  dove  in  without  a 
glance  at  the  instructions  and  had 
the  thing  assembled  in  a  trice.  So 
much  for  our  shared  endeavor. 

The  non-cheap  marvel  occupied 
his  attention  for  a  few  minutes.  Then 
he  began  on  a  real  construction  proj¬ 
ect  that  riveted  his  attention. 

He  found  an  empty  carton  about 
twice  the  size  of  a  breadbox.  He 
propped  it  up  in  a  lightweight  lawn 
chair.  Then  he  went  across  the 
room  and  threw  a  child’s  football 
into  the  box. 

It  bounced  out.  Not  good.  So  he 
scoured  the  house  and  came  up  with 
a  pillow,  which  he  fluffed  up  inside 
the  box.  Wham!  The  football  hit  the 
center  of  the  pillow  inside  the  box  on 
the  chair  and  stuck.  Success. 


For  the  next  two  hours  he  was  a 
star  quarterback.  The  chair-box-pil- 
low  receiver  moved  all  over  the 
place  as  he  excelled  in  completing 
impossible  passes  from  every  angle 
and  distance.  The  invisible  crowds 
roared  their  approval. 

Real  play  comes  from  inside  and 
doesn’t  need  expensive  gadgets.  1 
wonder  if  kids  today  get  as  much 
fun  from  a  tin  can  as  the  kids  in  my 
neighborhood  did  on  long  summer 
evenings  so  long  ago. 

Matter  of  fact,  I  think  I’ll  wad  up 
a  piece  of  paper  and  shoot  a  basket: 
He  scores! 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  former  general 
secretary  of  the  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  is  director  of  development 
and  communications  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Community  Service  Agency  in 
Miami,  Fla. 
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Windows  show  spirit  of  Vatican  II 

SOUTH  BUFFALO,  N.Y. — St.  Ambrose  Catholic  Church,  under 
the  guidance  of  Monsignor  William  G.  Staton,  is  sporting  18  new 
colored  glass  windows  which  reflect  the  new  openness  of  the 
church  as  a  result  of  Vatican  II.  "Window  of  Ecumenism,"  above, 
shows  a  Christ  figure  surrounded  by  people  holding  hands  and  the 
logos  of  every  Protestant  church  in  South  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


Dear  Deborah 

'My  family  is  really 
pressuring  me:  Help!' 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  father  left  us  before  I  was 
born.  I  do  not  remember  him  at  all 
but  my  older  brothers  and  sister  do. 
I  am  the  first  to  be  married  and  am 
expecting  a  baby. 

There  is  a  lot  of  pressure  to  name 
the  baby  after  my  father  if  we  have 
a  boy.  I  do  not  want  to  do  that. 

Last  year  my  sister  ended  up  in  a 
mental  hospital  for  a  while  when 
she  began  to  remember  that  she  was 
abused  by  him.  She  is  out  now  but 
the  family  avoids  her  and  she  is  not 
welcome. 

The  boys  and  my  Mom  say  she  is 
lying  and  that  is  the  basic  reason 
they  want  me  to  name  my  baby  for 
him. 

Somehow  I  cannot  believe  she 
made  it  up.  Anyway,  I  don’t  re¬ 
member  him  at  all  and  so  I  want  to 
name  my  baby  something  else. 

Can  you  help  me  sort  this  out? 

Leanna 

Dear  Leanna: 

It  seems  to  me  you  have  sorted 
this  out  yourself.  You  didn't  know 
him  and  don't  want  to  name  your 
child  after  him.  That  should  be 
enough. 

But  it  sounds  like  you  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  your  sister,  and  nam¬ 
ing  the  child  as  your  family  wishes 
would  be  rejecting  her.  too. 

I  believe  that  you  and  your  hus¬ 
band  have  the  right  to  name  the 


For  whatever 
reasons,  you  cannot 
change  your  family. 

But  you  and  your 
husband  can  learn 
about  abuse. 

— Deborah 


baby  as  you  wish. 

It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for 
someone  to  remember  being  abused 
long  afterward.  A  small  child  often 
has  to  "forget"  in  order  to  survive. 

It  is  also  not  uncommon,  sad  to 
say,  that  a  family  will  deny  that  such 
abuse  happened.  Maybe  they  feel 
guilty  that  they  couldn’t  or  didn't 
stop  it. 

For  whatever  reasons,  you  cannot 
change  your  family.  But  you  and 
your  husband  can  learn  about  abuse 
and  make  certain  it  does  not  happen 
to  your  child. 

God  is  with  you  all  and  will  help 
you  as  you  work  through  this. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Make  the  letter  brief.  Ques¬ 
tions  for  the  column  will  be  select¬ 
ed  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah ,  PERSONAL/'  P.O.  Box 
660275 ,  Dallas ,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns —  = 

Gospel  hit  has  much 
older,  'happier'  origins 


O  happy  day,  that  fixed  my  choice 
On  thee,  my  Savior  and  my  God 
Well  may  this  glowing  heart  rejoice. 
And  tell  its  raptures  all  abroad. 
Happy  day,  happy  day, 

When  Jesus  washed  my  sins  away! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Many  people  first  heard  this  song 
in  the  early  1970s  when  the  Walter 
Hawkins  Singers  recorded  it,  and 
the  album  hit  the  music  charts. 

The  exciting  sound  of  this  gospel 
choir  from  Oakland,  Calif.,  made  a 
new  song  out  of  a  text  that  was 
more  than  two  hundred  years  old. 

Philip  Doddridge,  author  of  the 
words,  was  a  Dissenting  minister  in 
18th-century  England.  A  brilliant 
young  man,  he  declined  an  offer  to 
a  university  education  for  the  An¬ 
glican  ministry. 

Instead  he  enrolled  in  the  Dis¬ 
senting  academy  at  Kibworth,  was 
ordained  in  the  Congregational 
church  and  ministered  for  22  years 
to  a  congregation  in  Northampton, 


England. 

Mr.  Doddridge  wrote  almost  four 
hundred  hymns,  none  of  which 
were  published  during  his  lifetime. 

In  1  755.  four  years  after  his 
death,  a  friend  published  his 
hymns,  including  “O  Happy  Day.” 
Mr.  Doddridge  had  based  it  on  2 
Chron.  15:15.  and  entitled  it  “Re¬ 
joice  in  Our  Covenant  Engagements 
to  God.” 

The  tune  “Happy  Day”  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  collection  of  hymns, 
“The  Wesleyan  Sacred  Harp,”  pub¬ 
lished  in  Boston  in  1854.  It  had 
been  compiled  by  William  McDon¬ 
ald.  a  Methodist  minister  of  the 
Maine  Conference. 

The  tune  from  Mr.  McDonald’s 
collection  has  become  indelibly 
wedded  to  Mr.  Doddridge’s  words, 
which  rejoices  in  the  experience  of 
Christian  conversion  as  a  happy, 
joyful  day. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"From  All  that  Dwell  Below  the  Skies" 
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A  Letter  From  Home: 


By:  DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES 

A  sufe  sign  of  the  health  or  sick¬ 
ness  of  any  state  in  this  nation  is  the 
prevailing  attitude  towards  and 
treatment  of  its  children. 

Here  in  Louisiana  there  are  some 
conditions  regarding  children  that 
should  give  us  considerable  con¬ 
cern.  Many  children  in  Louisiana 
do  not  have  the  privilege  of  matur¬ 
ing  in  a  healthy  environment.  Many 
children  have  parents  who  have  lit¬ 
tle  time  for  them.  One  study  recent¬ 
ly  revealed  that  more  than  two 
million  children  in  the  United 
States  return  home  after  school 
each  day  to  an  empty  house. 

One  of  the  most  serious  condi¬ 
tions  regarding  children  in  our  state 
today  is  the  increasing  prevalence 
of  child  abuse.  Over  the  past  decade 
in  Louisiana,  child  physical  abuse 
has  increased  620%.  In  Louisiana 


during  1989  alone  18,1  19  con¬ 
firmed  cases  of  child  abuse  were  in- 
vestigated.  In  that  same  year 
thirty-one  children  lost  their  lives  at 
the  hands  of  their  parents. 

We  who  are  advocates  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  who  work  daily  at  your 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
do  not  feel  that  these  numbers  rep¬ 
resent  family  life  as  God  our  Father 
intended.  As  a  matter  of  fact  if  we 
had  as  many  children  with  some 
contagious  disease  as  are  abused 
each  year  it  would  be  considered  a 
major  epidemic  and  help  would 
come. 

We  need  your  help  and  we  need  it 
now  in  order  to  provide  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Louisiana  who  are  emotion¬ 
ally  disturbed  due  to  abandonment, 
abuse  and  neglect.  Your  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  receives  over 
80%  of  its  total  funding  from  the 


New  Wrappings 


A  few  weeks  ago,  an  urgent  mes¬ 
sage  came  from  one  of  my  TFC  par¬ 
ents.  There  was  a  need  to  transport 
one  of  their  small  children  to  a  local 
clinic.  I  quickly  responded. 

Weeks  prior,  this  mother  had  fall¬ 
en,  crushing  both  legs,  during  Hur¬ 
ricane  Andrew.  Support  systems  for 
the  parents  were  immediately  mobi¬ 
lized  and  activated. 

Upon  arrival  at  the  clinic,  the  pe¬ 
diatrician  warmly  greeted  both  of 
us.  The  doctor’s  attention  was  soon 
drawn  to  his  small  patient.  He 
quickly  noticed  a  marked  difference 
in  the  child.  It  had  been  exactly  one 
year  since  the  patient  and  his  two 
sibling  brothers,  (one  his  twin 
brother),  had  come  into  custodial 
care.  Civility  was  virtually  absent 
from  their  conduct.  Even,  at  the  age 
of  two,  verbal  skills  and  articulative 
communication  were  non-existent. 
Medical  needs  were  multiple  and 
pervasive.  An  advanced  stage  of 
malnutrition  had  permeated  their 
small  bodies.  Immediate  action  and 
attention  were  given  to  these  tod¬ 
dlers.  A  plan  of  attack  was  vigorous¬ 
ly  implemented.  Real  work  soon 
began. 

The  new  parents  arduously,  labo¬ 
riously  and  anxiously  put  their 
hands  to  the  wheel.  Patience,  love, 
prayers,  a  willingness  to  succeed; 


punctuated  by  a  burning  desire  to 
make  a  difference,  were  the  tools  of 
motivation  utilized  by  these  foster 
parents. 

The  pediatrician  assisted  his  pa¬ 
tient  to  the  examination  table.  He 
then  turned  to  me  with  amazement 
in  his  eye,  “I  cannot  envision  this  to 
be  the  same  child.  What  a  remark¬ 
able  difference!  Absolutely  unbe¬ 
lievable.  isn't  it!”  he  remarked. 
One-line  dialogue  began  between 
the  patient  and  his  physician. 

A  year  ago,  these  tender,  unmold- 
ed  lives  were  tattered,  shattered  and 
torn.  What  we  see  today  are 
healthy,  loving,  bonded,  articula¬ 
tive,  stable,  responsive  (socially, 
emotionally,  spiritually  and  physi¬ 
cally)  fulfilled,  securely  packaged 
children! 

Restoration  has  finally  come  to 
these  children. 

We  give  homage  to  these  two 
wonderful,  effervescent,  nurturing 
and  caring  therapeutic  foster  par¬ 
ents  and  to  all  the  foster  parents  in 
our  TFC  program. 

HATS  OFF  TO  ALL  OUR  IN¬ 
TRINSIC  AND  VALUABLE  PAR¬ 
ENTS!!!!! 


DORETHA  ROSS 
TFC  CASEMANAGER 


Clip  and  Mail  to: 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
Post  Office  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175 
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GIVING 


YES,  I  would  like  to  help  tht 
children  at  The  Methodist 
Home. 


In  honOr/memory  of . 


Name  and  Address: 


State  of  Louisiana  to  care  for  chil¬ 
dren  birth  through  14  years  of  age. 
That  means  that  nearly  twenty  per 
cent  of  a  $2,000,000  budget  must  be 
made  up  through  gifts,  contribu¬ 
tions  and  donations.  As  of  today  we 
have  38  children  in  house  and  60  in 
our  specialized  treatment  homes. 
We  have  no  extensive  wealthy 
alumni  association  and  the  homes’ 
modest  investments  provide  only  a 


CAN  MAKE  A 
DIFFERENCE! 


small  amount  of  its  budget. 

As  you  can  see  we  are  locked  in  a 
battle  between  meeting  children’s 
needs  and  receiving  funds  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  ministry.  Much  of  our  in¬ 
come  is  received  daily,  weekly  and 
monthly  from  you.  the  friends  and 
supporters  of  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans.  Although  we  care 
for  more  difficult  children  than  ever 
before,  we  continue  to  operate  at  or 
near  the  same  budgets  of  the  past.  I 
wish  your  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans  was  endorsed  to  the  point 
that  we  didn't  have  to  ask  you  for 
contributions  but  it  isn’t,  so  we  ask. 
I  hope  and  continue  to  pray  that 
you  will  remain  faithful  in  your 
support  of  one  of  our  greatest  mis¬ 
sion  causes,  Christian  child  care. 

DR.  RICHARD  E.  HODGES 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
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BOY’S  .JACKETS  (SIZE  14-16  AND 
MEN ’ S  SMALL , 
MEDIUM  AND  LARGE) 


BOY ’ S  CLOTHES , 


ESPECIALLY  JEANS 
(SIZE  lO  AND  UP) 
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WHITE  SOCKS  EOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 


GIRL ’ S  JACKETS 


SOAP 

DEODORANT 

SHAMPOO 

MOUTHWASH 

TOOTHPASTE  AND  TOOTHBRUSHES 


NOTEBOOK  PAPER 

3  &  5  SUBJECT  NOTEBOOKS 

EENS ,  BLACK ,  BLUE  AND  RED 
PENCI LS 
EOLDERS 
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September  1 5,  1 992 
'One  In  A  Million'? 


The  mission  of  the  TFC  (Therapeutic  Foster  Care)  Program  is  to  serve 
the  abandoned,  abused  and  neglected  children  in  our  community  &  state. 
Since  too  many  children  are  in  need  of  our  services,  all  placements  are  con¬ 
sidered  a  success  story.  But  every  once  in  a  while,  we  have  one  that  is, 
“One  In  a  Million." 


Such  is  the  case  of  Henry  D.  Henry  is  a  15  year  old  black  male,  currently 
placed  in  a  long-term  TFC  home.  Like  many  of  our  children,  Henry  comes 
from  a  tragic  background  of  physical  and  sexual  abuse.  Henry  was  court 
ordered  into  state  custody  in  1988,  and  following  five  (5)  failed  foster 
home  placements,  he  was  placed  in  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
TFC  program. 

Henry  came  to  us  as  a  child  in  desperate  need  of  a  stable,  nurturing 
home.  He  had  a  severe  lack  of  self-esteem  and  learning  deficiencies  that 
were  questionable  as  to  what  success  might  be  possible.  You  might  say, 
Henry  was  an  emotional  mess. 

Since  Henry’s  placement  in  TFC,  he  has  matured  into  a  fine  young  man. 
He  maintains  a  3.0  grade  point  average  without  remedial  placements.  He 
has  been  nurtured  by  his  TFC  parents  physically,  emotionally  and  spiri¬ 
tually.  Henry  has  enthusiastically  worked  during  the  last  two  summers  and 
further  gained  self-esteem,  self-worth  and  knowledge.  This  past  summer 
Dillard  University  offered  Henry  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  their 
pre-freshman  Engineering  Program,  but  he  passed  to  continue  to  work 
with  his  TFC  father  and  to  continue  to  learn  about  hands-on  home  con¬ 
struction.  He  has  already  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  summer  pro¬ 
gram  at  Dillard  next  year  and  is  making  plans. 

In  addition  to  Henry  being  rewarded  for  his  academic  achievements,  his 
artistic  talents  have  also  been  displayed  at  the  International  Center  for 
Culture,  Education  and  Environment.  The  DeWeilor  Art  Prize  was  award¬ 
ed  to  Henry  for  exhibiting  such  outstanding  artistic  talent. 

Currently,  Henry  is  making  plans  to  attend  the  United  States  Space 
Camp  in  Huntsville,  Alabama  during  the  month  of  December  1992.  This 
adventure  will  enable  Henry  to  achieve  his  goal  of  attending  college  and 
majoring  in  math  and  science. 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  family  of  children,  youth  and  staff 
is  extremely  proud  of  Henry  D.  and  sincerely  hopes  that  he  will  be  the 
“First  In  A  Million”  more  to  come. 


TINA  SIMPSON 
TFC  CASEMANAGER 

A  Message  From  The 
Assistant  Executive 
Director: 


In  the  Bible  there  is  a  true  heart¬ 
felt  story  depicting  the  compassion 
and  love  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 

The  setting  of  the  story  takes 
place  in  an  area  of  repose  where  Je¬ 
sus  was  about  his  Father’s  business, 
teaching  and  healing  the  minds  and 
bodies  of  the  people  that  he  loved 
so  much.  As  the  story  unfolded,  a 
number  of  children  were  making 
their  way  to  Jesus  to  partake  in  the 
same  atmosphere  of  the  adult  mass, 
as  well  as  to  hear  Him  speak  and  re¬ 
ceive  a  healing.  The  disciples,  notic¬ 
ing  the  children  making  their  way  to 
Jesus,  angrily  and  authoritatively 
pushed  the  children  away  from  the 
presence  of  Jesus  as  to  insinuate 
that  what  was  taking  place  was  for 
“adults  only.”  Jesus,  with  a  grieved 
heart  of  compassion  rebuked  the 
disciples  and  said  “Suffer  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  come  unto  me  and  forbid 
them  not  for  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.”  To  the  astonishment  of 
the  disciples,  they  were  out  done  to 
see  that  the  little  ones  they  pushed 
away,  Jesus  was  drawing  them  clos¬ 
er  to  Him.  The  writer  could  only 
imagine  the  disciples  pondering 
what  was  so  significant  about  the 
children  and  why  would  Jesus 
choose  them  (the  children)  in  his 
comment  concerning  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Why  were  the  children 
so  special? 

Suffering  the  children  simply 
means  to  discipline  the  children  to 
Christ  for  they  have  the  same  op¬ 
portunity  as  anyone  else.  Addition¬ 
ally  another  question  arises  as  to 


where  did  these  children  come  from 
that  came  to  Christ  in  the  first 
place. 

Where  were  their  homes  and 
where  were  their  parents?  And  who 
told  them  to  seek  Christ.  One  frame 
of  thought  can  suggest  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  that  came  to  Christ  for  healing 
and  attention  are  similar  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  that  seek  lodging  and  safety  in 
The  Methodist  Home.  These  chil¬ 
dren  have  no  one  at  all.  All  they 
really  have  is  a  direction  to  (us)  The 
Methodist  Home,  the  only  Christ 
that  they  know.  After  the  children 
have  resided  at  The  Methodist 
Home  for  a  period  of  time,  they  be¬ 
gin  to  realize  that  if  a  Christ  truly 
lives,  then  He  must  live  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  those  wonder¬ 
ful  people  who  make  up  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home. 

Instead  of  forbidding  them  not 
and  asking  them  to  leave,  The 
Methodist  Home  provided  them 
with  care,  safety,  support,  peace 
and  love  —  all  qualities  that  are 
heaven-oriented. 

The  Bible  also  states  that  heaven 
is  a  prepared  place  for  prepared 
people.  The  children  are  prepared 
people.  To  our  wonderful  support¬ 
ers,  donors  and  contributors,  you 
have  made  The  Methodist  Home  a 
prepared  place  to  be  a  heaven  for 
our  children.  Your  donations  of 
clothing,  school  articles,  your  let¬ 
ters,  cards,  all  suggest  that  heaven  is 
a  special  place  to  you.  Thank  you 
for  making  The  Methodist  Home  a 
heaven  —  a  special  place  for  them. 

Danna  G.  Andrus,  MA 
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Because 
We  Care . . . 
We  Share 


My  guest  columnist  today  is  William  Sarver,  a  member  of  the  Fourth 
Grade  Sunday  School  Class,  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles.  This  col¬ 
umn  first  appeared  in  the  Circuit  Writer,  the  weekly  edition  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Church. 
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Resource  Center  Stocks  Videos 
And  Films  for  Advent  and  More 


New  audio-visual  additions  to  the 
Conference  Resource  Center,  in¬ 
cluding  some  for  the  Advent  Season 
are  announced 
by  Judy  Brewer, 
director.  To  or¬ 
der  these  and 
other  resources 
contact  her  at  the 
United  Method¬ 
ist  headquarters 
building,  527 
North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton 

Judy  Brewer  Rouge,  LA 

70802,  phone  504-346-1646,  be¬ 
tween  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  Monday, 

Wednesday  and  Friday. 

During  other  regular  business 
hours,  Monday  through  Friday, 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.,  re¬ 
quests  may  be  reported  for  later 
contact. 

Previewing  of  videos  and  tapes  is 
available  when  scheduling  permits'. 
The  viewer  pays  postage  both  ways 
in  addition  to  a  rental  fee. 

“If  a  church  is  a  member  of  the 
Resource  Center,  only  the  postage 
has  to  be  paid,”  Brewer  said.  Con¬ 
tact  her  about  memberships.  All 
Conference  churches  are  eligible  for 
membership.  The  fee  schedule, 
based  on  the  size  of  the  individual 
church  membership,  is  as  follows: 
1-199,  $15;  200-499,  $20;  500-999, 
$25,  and  1,000  and  over,  $30.  Make 
checks  payable  to  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  (with  a  memo  for 
the  Resource  Center)  and  send  to 
the  Conference  Center,  527  N.  Bou¬ 
levard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802- 
5720.  Video  tapes,  kits,  fdm  strips 
and  16  mm  films  are  available. 
Some  available  videos  are: 

The  Birth*  of 
Jesus  —  Father 
Stephen  Doyle 
introduces  view¬ 
ers  to  the  Holy 
Land  sites  that 
recall  Jesus’ 
birth.  This  tape 
is  ideal  for  Ad¬ 
vent  and  Christmas  meditation;  25 
minutes,  high  school  to  adult. 

Celebration  of  Life  —  A  chance  to 
enter  life  in  the  Middle  East  with 
Christians  in  the  area,  people  who 
act  faithfully  each  day  despite  con¬ 
flicts  and  constant  power  struggles 
around  them;  for  adults. 

Children  of  the  Promise  —  This 
video  tells  stories  of  our  church’s 
ministries  with  children  in  the 
United  States  and  around  the 
world;  20  minutes. 

A  Hunger  for  Healing  —  Based 
on  J.  Keith  Miller’s  book  by  the  same 
name,  this  video  series  shows  how 
the  Twelve  Steps  developed  by  Alco¬ 
holics  Anonymous  provide  a  classic 
model  for  Christian  spiritual  growth. 

Claiming  the  Story:  A  Journey  in 
Christian  History  for  United  Meth¬ 


odists  —  Beginning  after  the  Ger¬ 
man  and  English  Reformation,  the 
storyline  follows  the  development 
of  United  Methodism;  adults. 

Pat  Hurley  —  This  is  a  three-tape 
video  set  designed  for  teens,  dis¬ 
cussing  areas  with 
which  youth  deal  on  a 
daily  basis. 

Let  Justice  Flow  — 
Filmed  to  help  groups 
in  local  churches,  dis¬ 
trict  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  catch  a 
glimpse  of  the  work  of 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  of  the  church. 

Barrington  Bunny  is  an  animated 
film  about  a  lonely  rabbit,  the  only 
one  in  the  forest,  who  seeks  to  share 
Christmas  with  someone;  1'h  min¬ 
utes;  for  children. 

Children's  Story  of  Jesus  (New 
Testament  consists  of  three  tapes 
with  two  or  more  stories  on  each 
tape.  Each  story  is  about  20  min¬ 
utes  long.  The  stories  cover  Jesus’ 
birth  to  his  resurrection.  Also  cov¬ 
ered  are  the  lives 
of  the  apostles 
and  the  early 
church;  episodes 
on  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  and 
the  conversion  of 
Saul  of  Tarsus. 

Each  story  may  ADVENT 
be  used  individ¬ 
ually;  for  children. 

Christmas  Is  An  animated  classic 
about  Benji,  a  disappointed  boy  who 
must  play  the  second  shepherd  in  the 
school  play  —  again.  His  disappoint¬ 
ment  turns  to  joy  when  a  daydream 
transports  him  and  his  lovable 
pooch,  Waldo,  back  to  the  first 
Christmas;  for  children,  30  minutes. 

Star  of  Bethlehem  is  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  accompanied  by  the  mu¬ 
sic  of  woodwinds.  One  of  the 
delights  of  the  story  is  that  it  can  be 
told  in  so  many  ways.  Here  again 
are  the  journey  to  Bethlehem,  the 
shepherds,  the  manger  and  the  Wise 
Men.  The  choir  as  fully  animated 
silhouettes  move  against  the  back¬ 
grounds  of  splendid  color;  for  chil¬ 
dren,  13  minutes. 

When  the  Littlest  Camel  Knelt  is 
a  Christmas  classic.  Wooly  in  spots 
arid  curious  all  over,  the  camel  is  es¬ 
pecially  curious  about  kings.  His 
journey  with  the  Wise  Men  leads  him 
to  a  most  unusual  king  —  a  baby 
sleeping  in  a  stable.  Suddenly  the  hay 
seems  to  become  very  sweet  and  the 
caftel  hears  the  rustling  of  wings  and 
music  everywhere.  He  kneels  in  ado¬ 
ration,  as  all  camels  have  done  since; 
for  children,  1 1  minutes. 

In  Remembrance:  Wait  Until  Eas¬ 
ter  is  about  the  Last  Supper,  events 
that  surrounded  it  and  the  lives  of  the 
disciples.  Forty-seven  minutes  long,  it 
is  for  high  school  students  to  adults. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Elected  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Task  Force  are,  FROM 
LEFT,  BACK  ROW,  Susan  Monts,  North  Texas;  Charles  Gaby,  Texas; 
Eric  Folkerth,  North  Texas;  the  Rev.  Lane  Garrett,  South  West  Texas; 
the  Rev.  Charles  Langford,  Louisiana,  and  Judy  Stafford,  Central 
Texas.  In  the  MIDDLE  ROW,  are  Ernie  Edelmann,  Missouri  East;  the 
Rev.  Doug  Morphis,  Kansas;  Maryle  Barber,  New  Mexico;  the  Rev. 
Treva  Hall,  Missouri,  and  Barbara  Tolman,  Little  Rock.  CENTER, 
FRONT,  are  the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman,  Louisiana,  and  Dr.  Ray  Bran- 
ton,  executive  director  of  the  jurisdiction. 


Larry  Norman  Elected  Officer 
Of  Jurisdictional  Task  Force 


The  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  pastor 
Westlake  UMC,  was  recently  elect¬ 
ed  to  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Singles  Task  Force  and 
elected  vice  chair  of  that  group.  The 
Rev.  Charles  Langford,  associate 
pastor,  First  UMC,  Alexandria,  is  a 
retiring  member  of  the  task  force. 

Norman,  Langford  and  other 
members  of  the  task  force  attended 
Jurisdictional  Single  Adult  Leaders 
Training  recently  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah. 

Meeting  with  them  was  Dr.  Ray 

Branton _ executive  director  of  the 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Office 
and  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

“Reaching  Singles  in  the  90s” 
was  the  theme  for  the  training 
event.  How  leaders  can  better  un¬ 
derstand,  train,  coach  and  encour¬ 
age  single  adult  leadership  in  the 
church  were  among  subjects  ex¬ 
plored. 


How  to  find  single  adults  in  the 
[  community  and  get  them  into  the 
church  was  another  area  discussed. 

Norman  will  provide  Louisiana 
.  churches  with  information  about 
these  and  other  subjects  to  help 
make  their  singles  program  more  ef¬ 
fective. 

“Since  its  inception,  the  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference  held  each  year  at 
:  Mount  Sequoyah  has  continuously 
[  given  strong  leadership  ideas  and 
'  has  been  an  enabling  force  in  singles 
ministry  in  the  South  Central  Juris- 
■  diction.”  Norman  said. 

"This  year’s  Task  Force  is  com¬ 
prised  of  single  adult  leaders  with 
vast  amounts  of  experience  in  sin¬ 
gles  work  in  its  many  different  as¬ 
pects.” 

Serving  with  Norman  will  be 
Judy  Stafford,  Central  Texas  Con¬ 
ference,  chair,  and  Barbara  Tol- 
man.  Little  Rock  Conference, 
secretary. 


Louisiana  Storm  Featured  in  TV  Video 


“Why  We  Care,”  a  new  United 
Methodist  television  series  pre¬ 
pared  for  television  featured 
Louisiana,  Florida  and  Hawaiian 
storm  relief  projects  in  the  first 
show. 

The  television  show,  “Why  We 
Care  —  Disaster  Relief’  focused 
on  the  work  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  (UM- 
COR)  and  was  recently  shown  on 
the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite 
Network. 

United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  provided  a  copy  of  the 
videotape  to  let  people  in  the 
various  conferences  know  what 
their  gifts  have  made  possible  in 
the  recent  emergency.  It  is  also 


designed  to  enable  the  continu¬ 
ing  interpretation  of  the  Bishops' 
Appeal  for  the  victims  of  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  (Advance  #901 1 85- 
6)  and  Hawaii  Emergency 
(Advance  #90 1 190-3). 

Shown  nationwide,  the  film 
features  interviews  with  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Louisiana  disaster  re¬ 
lief  coordinator,  and  two  Louisi¬ 
ana  clergymen.  Dr.  Donald  Cott- 
rill,  executive  director.  Council 
on  Ministries,  and  the  Rev.  C. 
Gerald  Richardson,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Acadiana  District. 

The  video  is  now  available  to 
be  checked  out  at  the  Conference 
Resource  Center. 


Members  of  Carrollton  UMC,  New  Orleans,  participated  with  four 
other  churches  on  that  street  in  the  annual  ecumenical  progressive 
supper,  ABOVE.  The  Sowers  of  Carrollton  UMC  completed  this 
patchwork  king-size  quilt,  BELOW,  by  hand,  using  all-new  materi¬ 
als.  Sale  of  the  quilt  is  a  major  fund-raiser  of  the  year,  Dr.  Jim  Com¬ 
er,  pastor,  said.  Interested  persons  were  instructed  to  contact  the 
church.  Proceeds  are  designated  for  the  general  fund  of  the  church. 


NOVEMBER  13,  1992 


'Gathering':  Unique  Chance 
To  Experience  Global  Church 


The  Indy  500  is  expected  to  be¬ 
come  the  Indy  5,000  when  United 
Methodists  from  many  countries 
participate  in  the  Global  Gathering 
’93.  Sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
event  will  be  held  at  the  Indiana 
Convention  Center  in  Indianapolis 
March  25-28,  1993.  Louisianians 
will  be  among  the  5,000  partici¬ 
pants  expected. 

Internationally-known  persons 
from  four  continents  will  speak  and 
seven  categories  of  workshop  are 
planned.  Worship,  music  and  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  global  faith  community 
will  characterize  the  gathering. 

“Called  by  the  Spirit”  is  the 
theme. 

An  international  gathering  of 
young  people,  “Youth  Go  Global” 
will  be  a  part  of  the  event. 

Global  Gathering  ’93  offers  a 
unique  opportunity  to  experience 
the  global  church. 

To  Follow  Christ 

Planners  of  the  event  say.  “We 
will  experience  again  what  it  means 
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Global  Gathering  *93 

Called  by  the  Spirit 


March  25-28, 1993 
Indianapolis,  Indiana 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 

will  be  music  director. 


to  be: 

•Called  by  the  Spirit  to  follow 
Jesus  Christ. 

•  Called  by  the  Spirit  to  alleviate 
human  suffering. 

•  Called  by  the  Spirit  to  work  for 
justice,  freedom  and  peace. 

•Called  by  the  Spirit  to  renew 
our  Christian  commitment  to  com¬ 
munity.” 

Among  speakers  will  be  Zan  Wes¬ 
ley  Holmes,  senior  pastor  of  St. 
Luke  ‘Community’  UMC  in  Dallas 
and  former  member  of  the  Texas 
State  Legislature;  Mvume  Dandala 
of  Johannesburg,  senior  minister  of 
South  Africa’s  leading  church; 
Pauline  Webb,  former  religious 
news  broadcaster  with  the  BBC;  Lee 
Tai-Young  of  Korea,  lawyer  who 
has  won  awards  for  his  work  on  be¬ 
half  of  human  rights;  Paulo  Ayres 
Mattos,  bishop,  Brazil;  Roger  Wil¬ 
kins,  a  Pulitzer-Prize  winning  jour¬ 
nalist  who  lives  in  a  Virginia  suburb 
of  Washington,  D.C.  and  who  has 
been  on  the  editorial  boards  of  the 
Washington  Post  and  the  New  York 
Times,  and  Joan  Campbell,  nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  executive. 

Diedra  Kriewald,  professor, 
USA,  will  be  liturgy  director  and 
Pablo  Sosa,  professor,  Argentina, 


Global  Village 

A  Global  Village  will  recreate 
scenes  of  towns  and  villages  of  five 
continents  and  show  the  mission 
work  in  each.  There  also  will  be  a 
rain  forest,  a  prayer  tent,  book 
store,  an  area  for  conversation  with 
missionaries,  a  video  theater,  re¬ 
freshment  area,  entertainment  and 
exhibits  and  displays  from  all  over 
the  world. 

Planned  are  a  youth  coffeehouse, 
live  music  and  singing,  celebration 
of  Indiana  mission  and  witness  by 
members  engaged  in  mission  from 
Asia,  Africa,  Europe  and  Latin 
America  and  from  Alaska  to  Appa¬ 
lachia  in  the  United  States. 

To  Register 

Registration  packets  may  be  or¬ 
dered  from  Global  Gathering  ’93  , 
Service  Center,  7820  Reading 
Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati, 
OH  45222-1800,  phone  (513)  761- 
2100. 

Registration  cost  is  $125  which 
includes  all  materials  for  the  convo¬ 
cation,  a  badge,  lunches  and  work¬ 
shops  for  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
the  event. 


Candler  Sets  Satellite  Class 
For  Doctorate  in  Baton  Rouge 


To  be  held  in  Baton  Rouge  is  a 
Louisiana  satellite  class  for  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program  of  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology.  Emory 
University,  Dr.  William  Johnson 
Everett,  director.  Advanced  Studies 
at  the  theological  school,  an¬ 
nounces. 

The  doctoral  program  is  offered 
to  ministers  of  all  denominations 
with  superior  ministerial  and  intel¬ 
lectual  abilities,  he  said. 

It  seeks  to  cultivate  ‘teachers  of 
ministry’  who  can  lead  the  church’s 
ongoing  effort  to  renew  and  sustain 
its  ministerial  vision  and  practice. 
In  the  program,  participants  com¬ 
bine  attention  to  ministry  as  a 
whole  with  individual  concentra¬ 


tions  in  interdisciplinary  study  and 
development. 

Seminary  groups  will  begin  in  the 
fall  of  1993.  meeting  on  a  monthly 
basis. 

Additional  courses  will  be  offered 
in  Baton  Rouge  in  the  fall  semesters 
of  1994  and  1995.  Further  work 
will  be  conducted  locally  and  in  At¬ 
lanta. 

A  matching  grant  program  helps 
defray  tuition  costs,  Everett  said. 

For  further  information  contact: 
Dr.  William  Johnson  Everett,  direc¬ 
tor,  Advanced  Studies,  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Emory  Univer¬ 
sity,  Atlanta,  GA  30344,  or  call  col¬ 
lect.  404-727-6346.  Everett's  Fax 
number  is  404-727-29 1 5. 


L 

Participating  in  a  Christian  Education  Workshop  at  Moses  Chapel 
UMC,  Zachary,  are  the  women  above.  The  Rev.  Leslie  Akin,  Confer¬ 
ence  director,  education  and  worship  ministries,  led  discussions  on 
various  aspects  of  Christian  education  including  resources.  Attend¬ 
ing  were  representatives  from  Beechgrove  in  Clinton,  Jackson  Cha¬ 
pel  and  Greater  New  Bethel  in  Ethel,  in  addition  to  Moses  Chapel 
where  the  Rev.  Willie  Laws  is  pastor. 


Editorial; 


Interpretive  Analysis 


A  goal  worth  pursuing  'UMCare'  is  dead,  but  the  problem  still  lives 
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The  United  Methodist  Church 
won’t  have  a  denominationwide 
health  insurance  plan  as  of  Jan.  1, 
1994,  but  the  door  is  still  open  to 
the  possibility  of  such  a  plan.  And 
for  that  we  are  glad. 

A  prescribed  chain  of  steps  ended 
recently  when  the  church’s  high  court 
ruled  that  the  proposed  “UMCare” 
program  was  not  in  line  with  the 
church’s  constitution.  The  Judicial 
Council’s  decision  thus  scrapped  the 
plan’s  proposed  1994  startup. 

But  the  court  left  standing  its 
May  1992  decision  that  the 
church’s  policy-making  body,  the 
General  Conference,  has  the  au¬ 
thority  to  adopt  a  health  care  plan 
requiring  (mandating)  many  of  the 
church’s  salary-paying  units  to  par¬ 
ticipate  (see  related  interpretive 
analysis  at  right). 

Inconclusive  as  this  ruling  proves 
to  be  for  solving  the  root  problem — 
Relieving  the  financial  burden  of 
^health  insurance  costs  on  annual 
conferences,  general  agencies  and 
;church-related  institutions — the  de¬ 
cision  on  “UMCare"  still  gives 
something  worthy  to  note. 

;  Specifically,  the  process  by  which 
;“UMCare”  was  developed,  debated 
Jand,  yes,  rejected  shows  how  delib¬ 
erately  The  United  Methodist 
’Church  worked  toward  a  solution, 
j  A  brief  look  at  the  life  of  “UM- 
;Care”  demonstrates  what  we  mean: 
j  ■The  1988  General  Conference, 
Ipainfully  aware  of  how  hard  annual 
Conferences  were  being  hit  by  sky¬ 
rocketing  healthcare  costs,  asked  the 
-General  Board  of  Pensions  to  study 
;the  situation  and  to  present  a  plan  to 
Jthe  1992  General  Conference. 

1  ■The  pensions  board  appointed 


a  task  force  to  carry  out  its  job.  The 
task  force  was  aided  by  public  hear¬ 
ings  across  the  church  and  expert 
outside  consultation,  as  well  as 
drawing  upon  the  pensions  board’s 
own  experience  as  the  church’s  offi¬ 
cial,  longtime  pensions  provider. 
This  constituted  input  from  what 
might  be  described  as  the  United 
Methodist  “executive  branch.” 

■  The  1992  General  Conference, 
as  the  church’s  “legislative  branch,” 
received  the  report — known  as 
“UMCare” — and  approved  it  by  a 
vote  of  5 12-421. 

■  The  Judicial  Council,  the  apex 
of  the  church’s  “judicial  branch,” 
said,  in  effect,  “no”  to  UMCare  but 
“yes”  to  the  principle  of  a  mandat¬ 
ed-participation  plan. 

In  other  words,  the  church’s  checks 
and  balances,  much  like  those  in  gov¬ 
ernment,  have  served  us  well.  Each 
unit  did  its  assigned  job,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  so  far  is  “not  yet.” 

We  hope  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  and  those  annual  confer¬ 
ences  which  have  demonstrated  the 
greatest  need  for  something  like 
“UMCare”  will  keep  this  project 
alive.  The  urgency  for  some  way  to 
control  the  denomination’s  overall 
health  insurance  expenses  is  even 
greater  than  it  was  when  the  search 
began  in  1988. 

Further,  as  a  microcosm  of  what’s 
happening  with  health  insurance 
across  America  today.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  can  make  a  pro¬ 
phetic  statement  to  society  by  work¬ 
ing  harder  to  provide  its  own  work 
force  with  health  insurance  that  is 
both  equitable  and  exemplary.  It’s  a 
goal  worth  pursuing. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

“UMCare”  is  dead,  but  the  idea  of  a  manda¬ 
tory  denominationwide  health  insurance  plan 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  still  very 
much  alive. 

Two  factors  give  such  a  plan  continued  lease 
on  life:  1 )  what  the  Judicial  Council  didn’t  do  in 
its  Oct.  30  decision  and  2)  the  ongoing  financial 
burden  on  annual  conferences  of  skyrocketing 
health  insurance  costs. 

Ruled  unconstitutional 

The  nine-member  Judicial  Council — the 
church's  “supreme  court” — rated  “UMCare” 
unconstitutional  after  hearing  opposition  from 
nine  of  the  denomination’s  72  regional  annual 
conferences. 

In  a  split  decision,  the  court  said  the  plan  vio¬ 
lates  the  denomination’s  constitution  because  it 
gives  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Pensions 
authority  reserved  to  the  General  Conference. 
The  latter  is  the  denomination’s  top  policy¬ 
making  body. 

The  court  also  ruled  that  the  plan  unconstitu¬ 
tionally  obligated  annual  conferences  financial¬ 
ly  without  their  approval. 

However,  the  court  at  its  recent  meeting  didn’t 
overturn  its  ruling  made  last  May:  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  has  the  authority  to  adopt  a 
mandatory  denominationwide  health  insurance 
plan. 

The  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions,  the  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  has  said  he 
doesn’t  know  if  his  agency — which  is  charged 
with  overseeing  insurance  benefits  for  clergy — 
will  bring  a  revised  version  of  “UMCare”  to  the 
1 996  General  Conference. 

Currently  the  church’s  38,500  active  and  re¬ 
tired  clergy  and  their  families  are  covered  for 
health  care  on  a  conference-by-conference  re¬ 
gional  basis.  Total  premiums  in  a  recent  year 
were  calculated  by  pensions  officials  to  be  ap¬ 
proaching  $200  million.  That  annual  amount 
compares  with  about  $1  billion  spent  by  The 


iLetters  to  the  Editor= 


The  demise  of  the  proposed  "UMCare" 
health  insurance  plan  leaves  many  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  under  the 
continuing  burden  of  skyrocketing  premi¬ 
ums  for  health  care  coverage. 

United  Methodist  Church  for  local  congrega¬ 
tion,  annual  conference  and  denominationwide 
expenses  annually. 

Staggering  as  the  aggregate  burden  appears, 
its  pain  is  most  keenly  felt  in  individual  annual 
conferences. 

In  1990,  the  Reporter  documented  the  case  of 
one  annual  conference,  North  Central  New 
York.  Its  finance  committee  calculated  that  at 


its  then-current  rate  of  an  average  30  percent' 
annual  increase  in  insurance  premiums,  the 
conference’s  $3  million  program  budget  for  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  would  be  consumed  by  its  in¬ 
surance  costs  by  1995. 

Similar — and  sometimes  worse — instances  of 
premium  increases  have  been  reported  by  at 
least  two-thirds  of  the  denomination’s  annual 
conferences  since  1988. 

> 

Options  remain 

These  options  remain: 

/  Widen  the  pool  of  experience,  thus  reduc¬ 
ing  premium  rates,  which  was  “UMCare’s”  ap¬ 
proach; 

/  Continue  cutbacks  of  mission  and  ministry 
programs  in  order  to  have  funds  for  insurance 
coverage; 

•f  Continue  reduction  of  health  insurance 
benefits  to  hold  down  rate  increases; 

/  Reduce  health  insurance  claims  by  pushing: 
for  better  health  habits; 

•F  Eliminate  health  insurance  entirely  as  a 
benefit,  forcing  those  who  now  receive  church-' 
related  health  insurance  to  seek  coverage  indi-' 
vidually  or  through  some  other  group. 

Denomination  officials  at  several  levels  have 
targeted  the  first  as  the  most  viable  option  to 
maintain  health  insurance  for  clergy  and  other 
church  workers  under  current  conditions. 

One  other  option,  however,  would  be  the 
most  demanding — change  the  conditions. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  along  with 
others,  participates  in  the  Interreligious  Cam¬ 
paign  for  Access  to  Universal  Health  Care.  This 
coalition  seeks  federal  legislation  that  would  en¬ 
sure  universal  access  to  health  care,  control  of 
runaway  medical  costs  and  quality  care  for  ev¬ 
eryone,  not  just  those  who  can  afford  it. 

The  “new  beginning”  in  Washington,  with 
President-elect  Clinton’s  announced  intention 
to  address  nationwide  health  care  issues,  gives 
The  United  Methodist  Church  an  opportunity 
to  use  its  own  health  insurance  experience  as  a 
witness  to  the  need  for  nationwide  change. 


I  gained  a  new  insight  into  my  stewardship  of  time 
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.  Pontius'  Puddle 


Bruce  Bedingfield’s  “Here  I 
jStand”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  25)  dis- 
jcussed  the  difficulties  we  all  experi¬ 
ence  in  deciding  how  to  balance  our 
luse  of  time  and  energy  appropriate¬ 
ly,  particularly  as  regards  steward- 
jship  in  our  local  church. 

;  My  study  of  a  book  written  by  F. 
.Scott  Peck,  “What  Return  Shall  I 
IMake,”  has  led  me  to  a  new  per- 
jspective  on  allocating  my  time, 
iwhether  it  be  to  family,  church,  self, 
or  whatever. 

I  began  to  go  every  evening  to  a 
chapel  near  my  home  to  spend  one 
hour  in  prayer  and  study.  At  first, 
keeping  this  commitment  to  daily 
time  with  God  was  really  uncom¬ 
fortable  for  me.  Another  activity! 
Just  what  I  needed! 


Then,  I  began  to  look  forward  to 
and  have  a  sort  of  hunger  for  that 
time,  just  as  Dr.  Peck  had  suggested. 
When  I  go  out  from  the  chapel,  the 
cares  of  the  day  have  been  lifted  from 
me,  and  I  feel  loved  and  at  peace. 

The  word  “Return”  in  the  book  ti¬ 
tle  refers  to  stewardship  and  the 
teaching  is  that  the  returns  we  make 
must  come  out  of  a  solid,  continuing, 
high-priority  relationship  with  our 
Lord.  During  the  time  spent  in  His 
presence,  we  learn  what  it  is  He 
wants  us  to  do  with  our  lives.  We  can 
then  come  to  those  works  filled  with 
His  love  and  sureness.  And  the  works 
we  do,  our  personal  ministry,  are  di¬ 
rected  by  Him  who  knows  us  best. 

Julia  A.  Bell 
Richardson,  Texas 


Faithfully  yours= 


Look  to  your  preaching 

Let  me  urge  pastors  to  consider 
how  they  can  grow  as  preachers,  en¬ 
gaging  their  congregations  in  bibli-' 
cally  based  sermons  that  lead  to 
decision-making.  And  let  me  urge 
pastors  to  be  sensitive  to  the  need 
for  all  members  of  the  congregation 
to  be  able  physically  to  hear  what 
the  Word  has  to  say  to  their  spirits. 

I  am  familiar  with  two  downtown 
churches  that  are  similar  in  location 
and  population,  but  one  is  growing 
and  the  other  is  not. 

The  worship  in  the  growing  church 
is  coherent  and  focuses  on  the  Bible- 
centered  preaching  of  the  Word.  The 
preacher  calls  on  the  congregation  to 
follow  the  Scripture,  using  their  own 
Bibles  as  the  preacher  explains  and 


I'm  praying  for  a  kid  named  Bill 


A  curly-headed  kid  named  Bill 
grew  up  35  miles  down  the  road 
from  me.  Now  he 
has  been  elected 
to  lead  the  most 
‘powerful  nation 
•on  earth. 

-  It’s  a  frightening 
-thought. 

What  frightens 
me  has  nothing  to  _.  „  j 

do  with  Bill  Clin-  Diane  Balay 
■ton’s  abilities.  It  has  everything  to 
a  do  with  the  idea  that  someone  I 
know — although  not  well — will  as¬ 
sume  such  awesome  power  and 
massive  responsibility. 

I  don’t  routinely  hobnob  with 
princes,  presidents  or  queens.  When 
I’ve  seen  them,  they've  been  waving 
from  motorcades,  peering  from 
newspaper  pages  or  pontificating 
from  TV,  surrounded  by  flags  and 
security  and  the  trappings  of  office. 

But  I  know  Bill  Clinton  as  a  real 
,  person,  a  human  beinp  with  all  that 
ithe  term  implies. 


I  first  met  him  when  he  was  a 
fresh-faced  kid  just  out  of  Yale  Law 
School.  Someone  in  the  group  said  he 
would  be  governor.  Nobody  laughed. 

At  32,  he  was  elected  governor. 
Then,  after  one  term,  he  was  uncere¬ 
moniously  dumped  from  office  when 
he  tried  to  move  too  far  too  fast.  It 
was  a  lesson  he  has  never  forgotten. 

After  his  defeat,  I  was  among  the 
skeptics  when  he  popped  up  in  the 
choir  of  the  most  prominent  Baptist 
church  in  the  state,  Immanuel  Bap¬ 
tist  in  Little  Rock,  which  televised 
its  services  each  week.  (I  ignored 
the  fact  that  he  is  a  musician  and 
the  church  has  an  outstanding  mu¬ 
sic  program.) 

But  word  filtered  down  that  the 
defeat  may  have  triggered  some 
soul  searching  and  he  returned  to 
his  roots.  After  his  re-election  as 
governor,  he  continued  to  attend 
church  regularly,  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Hillary,  became  close  friends 
with  the  late  Rev.  W.  O.  Vaught, 
then  pastor. 


Since  that  time,  Mr.  Clinton  has 
spoken  at  length  publicly  about  his 
faith  in  God  and  his  Christian  be¬ 
liefs.  I  pray  they  are  strong. 

I  hope  the  first  thing  he  did  after 
election  was  get  down  on  his  knees 
and  pray  for  God’s  help,  because 
with  the  enormous  problems  facing 
the  nation  and  the  world  today, 
he — and  we — are  going  to  need  it. 

And  I  hope  all  people  of  faith  will 
pray  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  well,  no  matter  who  the 
president  may  be  at  the  time.  Pray¬ 
ing  for  the  president  used  to  be  a 
matter  of  course  in  some  denomina¬ 
tions.  That  practice  seems  to  have 
fallen  in  disfavor  in  recent  years. 

But  as  for  me,  beginning  now  and 
for  the  next  four  years,  1  am  going 
to  pray  daily  for  the  curly-headed 
kid  named  Bill — and  for  us  all. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Ms.  Balay  is  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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exhorts  verse  by  verse.  The  sermon 
calls  for  a  decision  from  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  people  respond  to  such  a 
call  to  commitment. 

In  addition,  the  preacher  in  this 
successful  congregation  speaks 
slowly,  distinctly,  and  with  enough 
volume  that  the  congregation  does 
not  miss  a  single  word. 

Frank  W.  Sherman 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

A  gift  from  the  Lord 

Our  family  was  very  active  in  the 
Epworth  Methodist  Church  in  Minne¬ 
sota  in  1950.  We  helped  build  the 
church  across  the  street  from  our 
home.  It  was  inspirational  to  watch  the 
trusses  of  the  church  being  erected. 

My  husband  and  I  volunteered  to 
raise  the  money  for  a  much  needed 
church  organ  which  the  finance 
committee  bought  on  the  install¬ 
ment  plan. 

We  contacted  every  member  for 
donations  but  we  were  $200  short 
the  night  before  the  last  payment 
was  due.  We  were  financially  un¬ 
able  to  contribute  any  more  so  all 
we  could  do  was  pray  for  a  miracle. 

There  was  a  knock  on  our  door 
that  night  and,  when  we  opened  it, 
there  stood  an  elderly  man  who 

What  others 
=are  saying 

“Prayer  teaches  the  whole  of  life 
to  become  a  watch,  for  you  never 
know  when  the  sky  will  open  its 
mysteries  or  when  the  Lord  will 
come  upon  the  blazing  clouds.” 

— The  Rev.  Suzanne  Guthrie,  an 
Episcopal  priest  in  Accord,  N.Y., 
writing  in  “The  Christian  Century.” 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Then  afterward  I  will  pour  out 
my  spirit  on  all  flesh;  your  sons  and 
your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  your 
old  men  shall  dream  dreams,  and 
your  young  men  shall  see  visions.” 
(NRSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


asked,  “Are  you  the  couple  collect¬ 
ing  money  for  the  church  organ?” 
We  said.  “Yes!”  We  invited  him  in 
and  added,  “Every  little  donation 
will  help!” 

Imagine  our  surprise  when  the 
man  took  out  his  wallet  and  handed 
my  husband  $200  as  his  donation! 

We  truly  felt  the  Lord  directed  him 
to  our  door  that  night  making  us  both 
believers  in  prayer  and  miracles! 

Mrs.  D.  R.  Wills 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Your  Investment  in  Mission 

The  United 
Methodist 

Development 

Fund 

Helping  to  Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 


Minimum  Investment 


Rate* 


4  year  term 


$100 


4.80% 


1  year  term 


$100 


3.00% 


Flexible 


$100 


2.50% 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Luke  16:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  15 

Monday:  Psalms  82:1-2 
Tuesday:  Psalms  82:3-8 11  ■ 

Wednesday:  Malachi  4: 1-3 
Thursday:  Malachi  4:4-6  . 

Friday:  Luke  2 1 :5-9 
Saturday:  Lu  ke  2 1 : 1 0- 1 9 
Sunday:  2  Thessalonians  3:6-13 


*  Rates  subject  to  change 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing  for  a  copy  of  the  Offering  Circular: 

The  United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  Room  320, 475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  101 15. 

Telephone  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633. 

Notes  may  be  purchased  for  as  little  as  $100.  Available  only  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organizations,  boards  or  agencies.  Be 
a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church  into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  vour 
own  personal  investment  goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

This  is  not  an  offer  of  sale.  All  offerings  are  made  only  by  the  Offering 

Circular. 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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CHOIR  LEADS  CROWD:  In  an  out¬ 
door  election-night  event  covered  by  worldwide 
media,  the  choir  of  United  Methodist-related 
Philander  Smith  College  led  more  than  40,000 
people  in  singing  “God  Bless  America”  and 
“Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic.”  The  choir  from 
the  historically  black  church-related  school  led 
the  crowd  in  front  of  Arkansas’  banner-draped 
Old  State  House  in  Little  Rock  while  they 
awaited  the  acceptance  speech  of  President¬ 
elect  Bill  Clinton. 

NO  SAME-SEX  COVENANTS:  Unit- 

ed  Methodist  Bishop  Donald  A.  Ott  (Michigan 
Area)  has  barred  clergy  in  that  state  from  con¬ 
ducting  same-sex  covenants  that  are  perceived 
as  akin  to  marriage.  Bishop  Ott  said  Oct.  29 
that  conducting  events  “implying  blessing  or 
endorsement”  of  same-sex  unions  is  contrary  to 
church  law.  “United  Methodist  people  are  ex¬ 
pected,  as  an  expression  of  our  covenant,  to  live 
within  the  adopted  positions  of  the  church,”  he 
said.  The  bishop  affirmed  and  encouraged  min¬ 
istry  to  gay  and  lesbian  persons  and  urged  con¬ 
tinued  study  of  the  issue. 

DISTINGUISHED  EVANGELIST: 

The  Rev.  James  B.  Buskirk,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  was  named 
the  1992  “distinguished 
evangelist”  Oct.  31  by  the 
denomination’s  Foundation 
for  Evangelism.  The  author, 
lecturer  and  educator  was 
selected  by  a  national  com- 
m ittee  commissioned  by 
lames  Buskirk  the  foundation  which  funds 
evangelism  studies  at  church-related  seminar¬ 
ies.  In  announcing  his  selection,  committee 
members  cited  Dr.  Buskirk’s  work  in  evange¬ 
lism  education  at  the  seminary  level  as  well  as 
his  congregation’s  growth  by  3,600  members 
during  his  eight-year  tenure. 

COLLEGE  PRESIDENT:  Kent  Hill,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Washington-based  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy,  has  been  named  to  the 
presidency  of  Eastern  Nazarene  College  in 
Quincy,  Mass.  Mr.  Hill,  who  has  headed  the 
Washington-based  think  tank  since  1986,  is  a 
specialist  on  religion  in  the  Soviet  Union  and 
Eastern  Europe.  Earlier  this  year  he  ended  a 
seven-month  stint  teaching  at  Moscow  State 
University.  The  institute,  founded  in  1981  with 
suppoft  from  severaLUnited  Methodists,  is  best 
known  for  its  sharp  critiques  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.A.  and 
mainline  Protestant  denominations  for  what  it 
considers  to  be  the  leftist  tilt  of  the  churches  on 
foreign  policy  matters. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Missions  staffer  arrested 
in  Bolivia;  fact-finders  sent 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

With  at  least  three  leading 
United  Methodists  on  fact-find¬ 
ing  missions  to  Bolivia,  a  fourth 
person — an  executive  from  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries — was  arrested  and 
released  there  last  week. 

These  were  among  latest  devel¬ 
opments  in  a  dispute  that  has  split 
the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church 
in  Bolivia  into  two  factions.  Each 
side  says  it  is  the  rightful  mission 
partner  to  administer  mission 
properties  owned  by  the  Global 
Ministries  board. 

Retired  Bishop  Jesse  R.  DeWitt 
of  Naperville,  Ill.,  left  for  Bolivia 
Nov.  5  at  the  request  of  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon,  who  heads  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  World  Division. 

Others  who  went  to  Bolivia 
were  the  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck, 
editor  of  “Newscope,”  the  week¬ 
ly  newsletter  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders,  and  the  Rev.  Arturo 
Fernandez  of  Salem,  Ore.  Mr. 
Fernandez  chairs  the  Latin 
American  committee  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board's  World  Division. 

The  15,000-member  Bolivian 
church  is  autonomous  but  retains 
ties  with  the  board. 

Among  the  latest  turn  of 
events,  a  Bolivian  district  court 


ruled  Nov.  2  that  Methodist 
Bishop  Carlos  Huacani  is  the 
church’s  right-  5  .'4i 

ful  leader.  J  -  jjj 

Bishop  Hua-  ^ 
cani  was  sus-  im¬ 
pended  in 
September  by  a 
council  of  re¬ 
tired  Bolivian 
Methodist  bish-  .  y 

ops.  A  special  Carlos  Huacani 
assembly  of  the  church  later  re¬ 
placed  him  with  Bishop  Zacarias 
Mamani  (see  UMR  Oct.  30) 
Immediately  following  the 
court  decision,  Bolivian  Method¬ 
ists  protested  the  ruling  near  the 
church’s  headquarters  in  La  Paz. 
What  began  as  a  peaceful  protest 
ended  in  a  scuffle  between  two 
opposing  groups,  each  claiming 
to  represent  the  valid  church 
That  led  to  the  arrest  of  Don¬ 
ald  Reasoner,  area  secretary  for 
the  World  Division,  and  20  Bo¬ 
livian  Methodists. 

In  a  Bolivian  newspaper  arti¬ 
cle,  Mr.  Reasoner  alleged  that 
Bolivian  judges  deciding  Bishop 
Huacani’s  lawsuit  received  a 
$  1 25,000  bribe  consisting  of 
Methodist  church  funds. 

The  church  in  Bolivia  has  been 
divided  by,  among  other  things, 
claims  and  counterclaims  con¬ 


cerning  leadership  and  property. 

The  71  pieces  of  property 
which  include  schools,  hospitals, 
a  12-story  office  building  and 
other  institutions,  are  still  owned 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Bishop  Solomon  says  he  is 
convinced  that  Bishop  Mamani 
is  leading  “the  valid  church.” 

In  a  statement  released  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  last  week,  Bishop  Solo¬ 
mon  said  he  was  "deeply  pained 
by  this  tragic  schism." 

“Just  in  recent  days  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  documentation  from  [Meth¬ 
odist]  officials  in  La  Paz  that 
Bishop  Huacani  has  made  unau¬ 
thorized  withdrawals  from  Global 
Ministries  institutional  accounts  in 
excess  of  U.S.  $148,000  and  has 
placed  unauthorized  mortgages  on 
Global  Ministries  properties  total¬ 
ing  U.S.  $  1 50,000,”  continued 
Bishop  Solomon. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  at  its 
meeting  last  week  in  St.  Simons 
Island,  Ga.,  received  a  request 
from  "Good  News”  Publisher 
James  Heidinger  to  appoint  a 
fact-finding  committee. 

The  bishops  acknowledged  the 
“tragic  schism”  in  the  Bolivian 
church  but  said  they  support  other 
means  of  addressing  the  situation. 


Mission  Society  calls  for  joint  inquiry 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  has  called  on  the 
church's  official  mission-sending 
agency  to  sponsor  a  joint  “fact¬ 
finding  team”  to  investigate 
complex  issues  concerning  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Bolivia. 

The  unofficial  mission  organiza¬ 
tion  made  the  request  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
after  the  Mission  Society’s  meet¬ 
ing  Oct.  28-30  in  Decatur,  Ga. 

The  request  was  sent  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  suspension  of  Bish¬ 
op  Carlos  Huacani  by  retired 
Bolivian  bishops  in  September 
and  by  the  recent  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  decision  to  take  over  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  properties  owned 
by  that  board. 

The  question  of  who  actually 


owns  the  properties  is  among  is¬ 
sues  in  dispute. 

The  resolution  asked  for  both 
the  Mission  Society  and  plobal 
Ministries  to  “report  back  within 
90  days  to  their  respective  bodies 
on  the  causes  of  the  present  divi¬ 
sion  and  the  possibilities  for  its 
healing.” 

As  of  the  Reporter’s  press, 
time,  the  board  had  not  respond-* 
ed  to  the  request. 

Julia  McLean  Williams,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mission  Society,  for 
United  Methodists,  contends 
that  out  of  the  150  Methodist 
churches  in  Bolivia.  30  continue 
to  follow  Bishop  Huacani. 

“This  has  worked  a  hardship 
on  the  mission  of  the  church  be¬ 
cause  we  have  learned  that  the 
pastors  of  these  30  churches  are 
not  being  paid,”  Ms.  Williams 


told  the  Reporter. 

“The  bank  accounts  have  been 
frozen  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.” 

Speaking  through  an  interpret¬ 
er,  Bishop  Huacani  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  the  recent  Bolivian 
court  decision  means  that  his  op¬ 
ponents  may  not  legally  use  the 
^church’s  official  name,  “Evan- 
“■gelical  Methodist  Church  of  Bo¬ 
livia.”  This  includes  Bishop 
Zacarias  Mamani,  recognized  by 
some,  including  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  board,  as  the  valid  leader 
of  the  Bolivian  church. 

Bishop  Huacani  said  he  is  the 
only  recognized  active  bishop  of 
,  ffre  Boljvjan  church. 

“The  judge  will  publish  the  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  court,  and  that  should 
be  the  end  of  it,”  he  asserted. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Bishops  greet 
Clinton,  ask  Bush 
to  help  in  Angola 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Editor 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND, 
Ga. — United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  emerged  Nov.  4  from  their 
otherwise  closed  meeting  to 
send  messages  to  both  Presi¬ 
dent-elect  Bill  Clinton  and  to 
President  George  Bush. 

The  message  to  Gov.  Clinton 
promised  “pastoral  support” 
along  with  an  “exhortation”  to 
“bring  the  American  people  to¬ 
gether  in  unity.” 

'We  pray  for  you' 

“We  pray  for  you  as  the  man¬ 
tle  of  leadership  of  a  great  na¬ 
tion  falls  upon  your  shoulders,” 
the  bishops  said. 

“Help  (citizens)  become  the 
good  and  gentle  people  they 
long  to  be.  Inspire  them  with  a 
vision  of  a  new  possibility.  Help 
them  to  rise  to  the  promise  of 
their  heritage.” 

The  bishops  reminded  Gov. 
Clinton  that  Methodist  pastors 
at  a  conference  in  New  York 
sent  George  Washington  their 
pledge  of  loyalty  on  his  inaugu¬ 
ration  day. 

“So,  today  we  offer  you  our 
pastoral  support.”  the  bishops 
said. 

The  president-elect  is  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist.  Hillary  Clinton  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Cablegram  to  Bush 

The  cablegram  to  President 
Bush  congratulated  him  on  his 
leadership  in  international  affairs 
'at  many  points”  and  called  on 
him  to  intervene  in  Angola,  where 
rebel  forces  are  disputing  national 
elections  held  in  September. 

United  Methodism  has  125,000 
members  in  Angola  headed  by 
Bishops  Emilio  J.  M.  de  Carvalho 
and  Moises  Domingos  Fernandes. 

“Our  members  are  among  thou¬ 
sands  who  have  suffered  casualties 
and  deaths  in  Angola,”  the  cable¬ 
gram  to  President  Bush  said. 
Semi-annual  meetings  of  the 


Bill  Clinton 


George  Bush 


bishops’  council  are  usually  open 
to  visitors  and  the  press — in  line 
with  the  church’s  open-meeting 
law — but  Council  of  Bishops 
President  Joseph  Yeakel  said  the 
bishops  felt  the  need  to  meet 
alone  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1 993-96  quadrennium. 

A  key  reason,  he  said,  was  to 
help  assimilate  19  new  bishops 
into  the  body  and  work  on  cor¬ 
porate  and  individual  roles. 

A  day  of  open  business 

After  meeting  in  a  retreat-like 
session,  the  bishops  conducted 
one  day  of  open  business  and 
then  closed  their  sessions  again 
for  nearly  two  days  to  discuss 
sexual  harassment. 

According  to  Bishop  Yeakel, 
this  subject  emerged  several 
years  ago  in  the  council  “when 
we  realized  that  the  issue  of  sex¬ 
ual  harassment  among  clergy 
was  on  the  private  agendas  of 
each  of  us.  We  sensed  a  desper¬ 
ate  need  to  deal  with  this  as  a 
council  and  to  recognize  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  as  a  church.” 

The  bishops  also  received  re¬ 
ports  on  the  church's  new  initia¬ 
tive  in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
on  the  badly  split  Methodist 
Church  in  Bolivia  (see  other  sto¬ 
ries  on  this  page)  and  on  Hurri¬ 
cane  Andrew  relief  in  Florida. 

.  The  council  includes  50  active, 
bishops  in  the  United  States,  17 
active  bishops  in  Africa,  Europe 
and  the  Philippines  and  about  60 
retired  bishops. 

Thomas  McAnally  of  United 
Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 


Vienna's  English-speaking  UM  church  thrives  in  global  culture 

Ru  rVNTHIA  R  ACTIF  .  ^  .  .  .  .......  m  ^  .  „  .  .  _ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

1  VIENNA — Suppose  you’re  suf¬ 
fering  from  an  excess  of  travel  when 
Sunday  dawns  in  the  city  of  Mozart, 
Beethoven  and  the  Blue  Danube. 

Your  senses  have  been  dazzled  by 
Europe’s  age-old  beauty,  but  your 
soul  is  longing  for  the  sound  of  wor¬ 
ship  in  your  own  language. 

Just  get  to  56  Sechshauser  Strasse 
(“Six-House  Street"  in  German) 
and  worship  with  the  members  of 


the  English-speaking  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Vienna. 

Global  atmosphere 

Even  longtime  expatriates  rhap¬ 
sodize  about  the  joy  and  content¬ 
ment  of  belonging  to  this  United 
Methodist  congregation  whose  lan¬ 
guage  is  English  but  whose  atmo¬ 
sphere  is  genuinely  global. 

“This  church  is  our  English- 
speaking  community,”  said  John 
Oakberg,  a  United  Nations  agency 


executive  from  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. 
who  has  lived  in  Vienna  10  years. 
“The  longer  you  stay  here,  the  more 
you  need  it.” 

Nel  Ooijen,  a  Dutch  citizen  who 
has  lived  in  Kenya,  Swaziland  and 
Zambia,  said  she  and  her  husband 
joined  the  church  because  “we  felt 
at  home  here.” 

The  English-speaking  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Vienna  began  in  1978  as  a 
mission  project  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Virginia  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  said  the  Rev. 
William  C.  Mooney  Jr.,  pastor. 

Eight  others 

Now  there  are  eight  other  En¬ 
glish-speaking  United  Methodist 
congregations  in  Europe:  One  each 
in  Berlin,  Bremen,  Frankfurt,  Ham¬ 
burg,  Munich,  Waiblingen,  Amster¬ 
dam  and  Rotterdam. 

The  Vienna  congregation  affiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  1987. 
Its  pastors  are  assigned  by  the  board 


and  appointed  by  their  bishops. 

The  100-member  congregation 
shares  its  building  with  a  German- 
speaking  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation  of  similar  size  established  in 
the  1890s.  The  building  they  share 
was  constructed  in  1956  as  a  home 
for  Hungarian  refugees  and  remod¬ 
eled  in  1988-90. 

A  French-speaking  fellowship 
which  also  met  there  was  suspended 
recently  because  its  student  pastor 
returned  to  seminary.  The  French- 
speakers  are  being  absorbed  into 
the  other  two  congregations,  de¬ 
pending  on  their  facility  with  En¬ 
glish  or  German. 

The  English-speaking  congrega¬ 
tion  cherishes  its  distinctive  United 
Methodist  identity  in  the  midst  of 
heavily  Catholic  Austria,  Mr.  Moo¬ 
ney  said. 

Considered  'outsiders' 

“Most  of  our  members,  especially 
the  people  of  color,  are  considered 
‘auschlanders’  (outsiders)  by  the  Aus- 


Vienna  church  to  shelter 
Bosnian  civil  war  refugees 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTU 

VIENNA — The  Rev.  William  C.  Mooney  Jr.  (center)  and  the  Rev. 
Helmut  Nausner  (right)  confer  with  Red  Cross  coordinator  Peter 
Hoffelner  at  a  Bosnian  refugee  center  about  their  intentions  to  shel¬ 
ter  refugees  at  the  English-speaking  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr. 
.  Mooney  is  pastor  of  the  church  and  Mr.  Nausner  is  United  Method- 
’  ist  superintendent  of  Austria. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

VIENNA — When  next  you  read 
of  Bosnian  refugees,  think  of  the 
English-speaking  United  Methodist 
church  in  Austria’s  capital. 

The  congregation  is  about  to  shelter 
some  refugees,  possibly  two  families, 
from  the  bloody  civil  war  in  Bosnia- 
Herzegovina,  about  300  miles  south 
of  Vienna. 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Mooney  Jr., 
pastor  of  the  English-speaking  congre¬ 
gation,  recently  accompanied  the  Rev. 
Helmut  Nausner,  United  Methodist 
superintendent  for  Austria,  to  the  larg¬ 
est  Bosnian  refugee  camp  in  Vienna. 

There  the  two  men  toured  a  public 
school  gymnasium  packed  wall-to- 
wall  with  cots,  a  few  storage  cabinets 
and  boxes  and  suitcases  containing 
the  meager  possessions  of  the  350 
people  housed  at  the  center. 


“Seeing  this  makes  me  want  to 
open  our  church  immediately,”  Mr. 
Mooney  told  the  Reporter.  "Even  if 
we  can  take  in  only  two  families,  it’s 
better  for  them  than  living  like  this.” 

The  two  men  noted  such  things  as 
a  never-empty  pan  of  coffee  on  a 
small  portable  burner  and  the  spe¬ 
cial  meals  prepared  according  to 
Muslim  dietary  laws. 

“Details  are  so  essential  for  the 
well-being  of  the  people,”  said  Mr. 
Nausner. 

The  congregation  recently  held  an 
“American-style  flea  market"  which 
raised  nearly  $12,000.  A  portion  of 
the  proceeds  will  be  used  to  reno¬ 
vate  two  rooms  in  the  church  for 
use  by  an  as-yet-undetermined 
number  of  refugees. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


trians,”  Mr.  Mooney  acknowledged. 

Being  “outsiders”  to  the  culture  in 
which  they  live  and  work  has  given 
the  congregation’s  members  added 
freedom  to  celebrate  their  multiple 
heritages,  the  pastor  continued. 

“In  the  fall  we  have  a  ‘harvest  fes¬ 
tival’  based  on  the  African  church 
model,  when  various  groups  and 
families  in  the  church  bring  special 
offerings,”  Mr.  Mooney  explained. 

“Everyone  dresses  according  to  his 
or  her  culture  and  we  have  a  big  inter¬ 
national  meal.  Last  year  we  had  1 77 
people  attend  the  harvest  worship.” 

While  its  common  language  and 
diverse  cultures  attract  visitors,  it’s 
the  congregation’s  spiritual  nourish¬ 
ment  that  most  sustains  members. 

Credits  the  church 

Deji  Akanga-Williams,  a  Nigeri¬ 
an  economist,  credits  the  church 
with  helping  his  wife  and  him  ad¬ 
just  to  life  in  Vienna  after  he  be¬ 
came  the  first  black  person 
employed  by  the  Deutsche  Bank. 

“1  studied  in  Austria,  so  I  expect¬ 
ed  it  would  be  difficult,  but  it  was 
harder  on  my  wife,  who  studied  in 
England,”  Mr.  Akanga-Williams 
said.  “When  you  have  a  problem. 


NEEDED 

Staff  person  needed  with  skills  in  evangelism  and 
singles  ministry.  Information  contact:  Gene 
Winkler,  FUMC  77  W.  Washington, 
Chicago,  IL  60602.  (312)  236-4548. 


PEW  CUSHIONS 

cusiom  titled  lor  your  pews  from  an  excellent  selection 
ol  labnes  and  colors  Free  quotations' 
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Waggoners,  Inc. 

PO  Bo«  1054  Hutchinson  KS  67501 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-642-3739 


STAFF  POSITION 

Director  of  Christian  Education  for  900-member 
church  in  Pueblo.  CO.  Facilitate/coordinate  all  Chns 
tian  education  programs.  Requires  proven  experi¬ 
ence/ability  to  empower/train  lay  members  for 
leadership  roles  Salary  based  upon  qualifications/ex- 
perience.  Send  application/resume  to:  First  UMC, 
310  W.  11th.,  Pueblo,  C081003. 


it’s  good  to  have  someone  [in  the 
church]  you  can  talk  it  over  with.” 

Even  in  a  common  language,  how¬ 
ever,  "talking  it  over”  can  sometimes' 
result  in  hilarious  misunderstandings. 

“I  remember  the  first  time  Bill 
asked  Deji  to  say  grace  before  a 
meal,”  Mr.  Oakberg  said. 

“The  phrase  Bill  used  was  ‘return 
thanks.’  We  Americans  knew  what 
he  meant,  but  Deji  didn't,  and  he 
just  went  on  and  on  until  somebody 
finally  said  ‘Just  pray,  Deji!’  ” 

Because  of  their  experiences  in 
mingling  many  backgrounds,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Vienna  congregation 
have  some  counsel  for  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the 
U.S.,  where  multicultural  congrega¬ 
tions  are  becoming  more  common: 

/  Accept  people  as  they  are. 

Z  Be  flexible  in  planning  church 
activities  and  follow  what  works 
best  for  the  congregation. 

ZTake  plenty  of  time  to  work 
through  difficulties. 

Mrs.  Ooijen,  the  Dutchwoman, 
concurred. 

“If  you  keep  in  mind  that  God  cre¬ 
ated  us  as  different  people,  you  real¬ 
ize  He  can  hold  us  together.  If  we 
practice  His  word,  we  can  live  togeth¬ 
er  and  love  each  other  as  we  are.” 
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c  h  ner  order  plus  sales  tax  for  N.Y.S  delivery. 
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Faith  7 
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'RESPONSE'  EDITOR:  Dana  E.  Jones, 

former  editor  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  “The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter,” 
has  been  elected  editor  of 
"Response  Magazine,”  the 
monthly  publication  for 
United  Methodist  Women. 

She  succeeds  Carol  Marie 
Herb,  who  will  retire  from 
the  post  in  December,  after 
serving  as  editor  for  some 
two  decades.  Dana  (ones 


FATAL  ACCIDENT:  The  wife  of  the  in¬ 
ternationally  known  retired  treasurer  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  was  killed  and  he  was 
critically  injured  Nov.  1  in  a  three-vehicle  acci¬ 
dent  near  Woodbury,  N.J.  John  R.  Harper,  81 
of  Langhome,  Pa.,  and  his  wife  of  57  years, 
Anna  Tait  Harper,  80,  were  en  route  to  a  retire¬ 
ment  home  trustees'  retreat  in  Ocean  City,  N.J. 
Mr.  Harper  was  admitted  to  a  nearby  hospital, 
but  was  scheduled  to  be  released  in  time  for  his 
wife’s  funeral  Nov.  6  at  Simpson  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Philadelphia. 

MISSION  BOARD  OFFICERS:  The 

178  directors  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have  elected  officers 
for  1993-1996.  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  of  Bos¬ 
ton  was  elected  president  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  top  missions  agency  Oct.  16 
during  the  board’s  meeting  in  Stamford,  Conn. 
Vice-presidents  are  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
(Oklahoma  Area),  World  Division;  the  Rev. 
Paul  Dirdak,  San  Francisco,  National  Division; 
and  Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson,  West  Lafayette,  Ind., 
Women’s  Division. 
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Holy  Land  efforts  honored 

VIENNA — The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  (center),  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
receives  the  Great  Cross  of  Merit  of  the 
Equestrian  Order  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  in 
recognition  of  his  longtime  efforts  on  behalf 
of  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land.  Presenting 
the  honor  are  Catholic  Bishop  James  W.  Ma¬ 
lone  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  Monsignor 
Kevin  McDonald  of  the  Vatican  Pontifical 
Council  for  Promoting  Christian  Unity. 


Historic  Chicago  Temple 


branching  out'! 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

One  of  United  Methodism's 
most  historic  urban  congrega¬ 
tions  is  branching  out. 

Starting  Dec.  6,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Chicago — 
more  familiarly  known  as  Chica¬ 
go  Temple — will  have  a  satellite 
congregation  in  a  converted  fac¬ 
tory  about  four  miles  from  its 
main  site,  a  20-story  skyscraper 
in  Chicago’s  Loop. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Winkler,  senior 
pastor  of  Chicago  Temple,  said  the 
congregation  recently  approved  a 


first-year  budget  of  $70,000  to 
fund  the  satellite  location. 

The  satellite  will  be  located  in 
a  factory-tumed-shopping-center 
at  1800  N.  Clyboum  in  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  singles  and  young 
families. 

Dr.  Winkler  said  the  plan  is  to 
hold  worship  for  45  minutes  on 
Sundays  in  the  “Remains  The¬ 
ater,”  a  playhouse  owned  by  actor 
William  Peterson  and  outfitted 
with  a  mismatched  collection  of 
folding  chairs  and  couches. 

“We’re  calling  it  ‘First  Church 
at  Clyboum,’  ”  the  pastor  ex¬ 


plained.  “Worship  is  going  to  be 
very  informal  and  fun.” 

The  theme  for  the  opening 
worship  series,  which  begins  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  Advent,  is 
“Come  Home  for  Christmas.” 

Dr.  Winkler  told  the  Reporter 
that  Chicago  Temple  identified 
the  Clyboum  neighborhood  as  a 
prime  site  for  reaching  singles 
and  families  not  affiliated  with 
other  churches. 

“Young  adults,  especially 
young  professionals  who  work 
downtown,  are  reluctant  to  come 
to  the  Loop  on  Sundays  because 


they  know  nothing  is  going  on,” 
the  pastor  said.  “So  we’re  going 
to  take  the  church  to  them.” 

Dr.  Winkler  said  the  congrega¬ 
tion  plans  an  extensive  public  re¬ 
lations  campaign,  including 
ZIP-code  targeted  letters,  door- 
to-door  leaflets  and  focus  groups, 
to  acquaint  Clyboum  residents 
with  the  church. 

“Originally  we  had  planned  to 
hold  ecumenical  worship  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  the  city  with  a  Cath¬ 
olic  congregation  that  has  gone 
from  10  to  350  people  in  six 
months  at  its  satellite  site.  But 


that  didn’t  work  out,  so  we  went 
off  on  our  own.” 

Dr.  Winkler  said  that  Chicago’ 
Temple's  experiment  is  pat¬ 
terned  after  the  “outpost”  expe¬ 
rience  of  other  churches — most; 
notably  Peachtree  Road  Presby-’ 
terian  Church  in  Atlanta. 

“Peachtree  Road  now  has 
eight  outposts,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Winkler  said  that  th6 
1. 000-member  Chicago  Templd 
is  searching  for  an  associate  pas¬ 
tor  skilled  in  singles’  ministry 
and  evangelism  to  supervise  the 
Clyboum  satellite. 


UM-related  Millsaps  College 
gets  $20  million  anonymous  gift 


"It  was  my  husband's  wish,  as  it  is  mine,  that 
this  additional  support  provide  the  means  to 
position  Millsaps  to  be  an  educational  leader  in 
the  21st  century." 

— Widow  of  anonymous  donor 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist-related  Mill¬ 
saps  College  in  Jackson,  Miss., 
has  received  an  anonymous  gift 
of  at  least  $20  million. 

The  gift,  from  a  trust,  is  report¬ 
edly  the  largest  ever  received  by 
a  college  or  university  in  the  state 
and  one  of  the  largest  individual 
contributions  ever  received  by  a 
United  Methodist-related  school. 

According  to  a  recent  an¬ 
nouncement  from  Millsaps,  the 
gift  was  made  after  the  death  of  a 
“long  devoted  friend”  who,  with 
his  wife,  had  previously  provided 
.  support  for  scholarships. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  the 
trust’s  assets,  the  precise  total  of 
the  gift  may  not  be  known  soon, 
according  to  Millsaps  President 
George  M.  Hannon. 

In  a  statement  released  by  Mill¬ 
saps,  the  donor’s  wife  said  the 


scholarship  support  she  and  her 
husband  had  contributed  “gave  us 
the  opportunity  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Millsaps  and  see 
firsthand  how  our  gifts  made  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  these  young  people’s 
lives.” 

“It  was  my  husband’s  wish,  as  it 
is  mine,  that  this  additional  sup¬ 
port  provide  the  means  to  position 
Millsaps  to  be  an  educational  lead¬ 
er  in  the  21st  century,”  she  contin¬ 
ued. 

In  a  challenge  to  friends  and 
alumni  of  the  school,  she  urged 
that  they  “give  an  additional  $2 


for  every  $  1  of  our  gift.” 

E.  B.  Robinson  Jr.,  chairman 
of  the  college’s  board  of  trustees, 
said  the  challenge  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  by  that  group  and  details 
of  a  major  fund-raising  effort  will 
be  announced  later. 

Mr.  Harmon  described  the  gift 
as  “one  of  the  most  significant 
events  in  the  102-year  history  of 
the  college.”  He  said  it  would  be 
an  incentive  for  others  to  “join 
with  us  so  that  Millsaps  will  have 
the  resources  necessary  to  achieve 
its  potential  as  a  first-rank  institu¬ 
tion  for  the  21st  century.” 
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Pastors’  pay: 


The  five  conferences  shown  above  report  the  highest  annual 
compensation*  averages  among  United  MethocSst  pastors,  accordhg 
to  the  UMC's  General  Board  of  Pensions.  The  1992  denominationwide 
average  for  al  United  Methodist  pastors  in  the  United  States  is 
$30,132.  Compensation  averages  among  annual  conference  range 
from  the  high  shown,  $37,654,  to  a  low  of  $23,509.  Smaler 
missionary  conferences  have  somewhat  lower  compensation  rates. 

•Generaly.  the  pensions  board  defies  "compensation'  as  hdudhg 
salary,  housing  and  any  contrfcutions  to  tax -deferred  enmity  plane. 
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Aid  to  Gypsies  heads  UMCOR's  east  Europe  grants 

Dv  nCKIICC  muklCAki  ct/ai/im  _ . _ j’jUaL'  “L/A.I  B  ^ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

STAMFORD,  Conn.— The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  approved  grants  total¬ 
ing  $120,000  to  continue  to  meet 
humanitarian  needs  in  Eastern 
Europe. 

The  grants  were  made  during 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

They  include  mission  work 
grants  of: 

Z  $50,000  in  Bulgaria. 

Z  $30,000  in  Romania. 

Z  $40,000  in  Hungary. 

“The  human  need  is  tremen¬ 
dous  for  Eastern  Europe,”  said 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  of  Zu¬ 
rich,  Switzerland.  “Some  of  these 
people  are  experiencing  unem¬ 
ployment  for  the  first  time.” 

As  the  episcopal  leader  of  the 
church’s  Central  and  Southern 
Europe  Area,  Bishop  Bolleter 


met  with  pastors  ofthe  Bulgarian 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
September  to  develop  a  request 
for  humanitarian  aid. 

The  money  will  be  used  to  dis¬ 
tribute  food,  medicine  and  hygiene 
articles  this  winter  in  the  Bulgarian 
cities  of  Varna  on  the  Black  Sea 
and  Sofia,  the  capital  located  in  the 
western  part  of  thfe  country.  The 
goods  will  be  distributed  among  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  churches. 

In  Romania,  United  Method¬ 
ist  relief  efforts  will  be  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  churches  in  Switzerland 
and  Austria.  This  will  be  done  in 
partnership  with  the  Romanian 
Orthodox  Church  in  Konstanta 
on  the  Black  Sea. 

“Winter  will  be  very  difficult 
for  elderly  people  and  for  institu¬ 
tions  like  children’s  homes,  hos¬ 
pitals,  etc.,”  said  the  bishop. 
“Their  basic  needs  can’t  be  cov¬ 
ered  because  of  high  prices.” 

Bishop  Bolleter  beamed  with 


pride  when  he  described  the  mis¬ 
sion  project  in  Alcaszulca,  Hunga¬ 
ry,  near  the  Romanian  border, 
where  at  least  a  third  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  are  Gypsies. 

■  He  said  many  of  these  people 
experienced  hardship  under  the 
former  communist  regime. 

Despite  little  encouragement 
from  their  families,  many  of  the 
Gypsy  women  became  Christian 
and  began  to  attend  the  local 
United  Methodist  church. 


The  women  formed  a  choir 
and  began  traveling  throughout 
Switzerland,  raising  at  least 
$25,000  for  mission  work.  The 
grant  from  UMCJOR  will  be  used 
to  supplement  their  efforts. 

The  Hungarian  annual  confer¬ 
ence  has  supported  the  Gypsies’ 
mission  endeavor  by  creating  the 
Ychthus  Foundation. 

Eva  Csemak,  a  member  of 
Nyiregyhaz  United  Methodist' 
Church  in  Hungary  and  a  mem¬ 


ber  of  the  UMCOR  board,  exT 
plained  that  “ychthus”  is  Greek 
for  “fish” — a  symbol  of  Christ. 

She  thanked  UMCOR  for  pro¬ 
viding  the  Miskolc  United  Meth¬ 
odist  District  with  funds  to  help 
feed  the  Gypsy  people. 

Bishop  Bolleter  added  that 
Hungarian  officials  were  so  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  work  of  the 
church  that  600  acres  of  property 
in  northeast  Hungary  were  do¬ 
nated  for  the  programs. 


Church's  special  grants  hit  $5  million 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

STAMFORD,  Conn. — An  es¬ 
timated  $5  million  in  special 
grants  have  been  released  to  date 
by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief. 

That's  the  branch  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  which 
addresses  the  four  “R’s”:  relief,  re¬ 


habilitation,  refugee  ministries  and 
the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

In  other  actions  taken  during 
its  fall  meeting,  the  committee: 

■  Approved  additional  grants 
for  disaster  response,  including 
$150,000  more  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference;  $55,000 
more  to  the  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 


ference;  $20,000  to  the  Baguio 
episcopal  area  in  the  Philippines 
following  a  recent  typhoon;  and 
$15,000  to  the  Zimbabwe  Annu1 
al  Conference  for  aid  to  drought1 
related  efforts.  t 

■  Approved  grants  for  special 
projects  totaling  $223,324. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God  s  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on... at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  Its  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 

A  ASBURY 

Theological 
J1  Seminary 

204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 
Wilmore.KY  40390-1199 


Layman's  parody  earns 
4 funniest  dentist'  title 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

This  dentist  is  a  scream — but  not 
for  the  reasons  you  might  expect. 

He’s  the  nation’s  funniest  dentist. 
United  Methods  layman  Steven 
G.  Stutsman  of  Dallas  recently  won 
that  distinction  before  a  panel  of 
comedy  professionals  in  New  York 
City. 

“He  truly  is  a  funny  man,”  said 
the  Rev.  Bart  Smith,  pastor  of  New 
World  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Garland,  Texas,  where  Dr.  Stuts¬ 
man  is  a  member. 

His  winning  routine  features  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bubba  Bookout,  a  parody 
of  well-known  televangelists. 

“He  wears  the  gaudy  apparel — 
white  shoes,  polyester  suits,  jewel¬ 
ry,”  Mr.  Smith  said.  "He  has  the 
[televangelist’s]  exaggerated  man¬ 
nerisms  down.  It’s  a  scream.” 

Mr.  Smith  told  the  Reporter  that 
Dr.  Stutsman  heads  the  church’s 
stewardship  campaign  and  is  on  the 
pastor  parish  relations  committee. 
The  dentist  and  his  wife,  Karen, 
sing  in  the  choir  and  are  active  in 
Sunday  school. 

After  winning  the  regional  com¬ 
petition  in  Los  Angeles,  Dr.  Stuts¬ 
man  competed  with  winners  of  the 
New  York,  Chicago  and  Atlanta  re¬ 
gional  meets. 

In  the  finals,  each  regional  winner 
performed  at  'the  Stand  Up  New 
York  comedy  club.  Judges  were  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  cable  television 


Dr.  Steven  G.  Stutsman  of  Dallas 
has  gained  distinction  as  the  na¬ 
tion's  "funniest  dentist"  for  his 
comic  portrayal  of  a  fictional  TV 
evangelist,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bubba 
Bookout. 

shows,  “Star  Search”  and  “Show 
Time,”  a  comedy  writer  for  Joan 
Rivers  and  several  professional  co¬ 
medians,  Dr.  Stutsman  said. 

His  winnings?  Office  samples 
from  Colgate-Palmolive,  taping  his 
act  for  “Good  Morning,  America” 
and  $2,500. 


Get  your  copies  of  these  essential  volumes 
with  the  latest  updates  from  the  1992 
General  G inference.  (Available  early  Nov.) 
1992  Book  of  Discipline.  New  hymnal  sire, 
with  new  type  face  for  easier  reading  and  a 
cleaner  look. 

BD2-036895.  English  Edition:  Hardcover. 
Each,  $1 1.95;  6  or  more,  each,  $10.95 
BD2-036925.  English  Deluxe’td.  $39.95 
BD2-036909.  Korean  Edition.  $1 1.95 
BD2-036917.  Spanish  Edition.  $1 1.95 
1992  Book  of  Resolutions. 

BD2-037387.  English  Edition.  $9.95 
1992  Guidelines  for  Local  Churches. 
Guidelines  lor  each  leadership  and  commit¬ 
tee  position  in  the  church. 


BD2- 164249.  Set  of  Guidelines.  $39.95 
BD2- 164230.  Set  with  Binder.  $49.95 
BD2- 164575.  R»>ok  of  Guidelines:  Korean 
Edition  $8.95 

The  1993  United  Methodist  Directory. 

Gnnplete  listing  of  addresses  and  phone 
numbers  of  all  bishops,  general  church  agen¬ 
cies,  and  more! 

BD2-322603.  $5.95 

Save  with  these  special  combination  offers ! 

Book  of  Discipline/Book  of  Resolutions 
Combo.  BD2-036372.  $18.95 

Book  of  Discipline/Book  of  Resolutions/ 
United  Methodist  Directory  Combo. 
BD2-036380.  $24.95 
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Review= 


'Catch  the  Spirit'  takes  a  look  at  politics 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

“Catch  the  Spirit,"  the  weekly 
television  program  from  United 
Pylethodist  Communications,  con¬ 
tinues  to  deepen  as  it  moves  into  its 
seventh  season. 

There  are  still  too  many  repeated 
segments  and  re-runs  of  entire  pro¬ 
grams,  but  the  series  increasingly  is 
realizing  its  potential  to  cover  sto¬ 
ries  untouched  by  secular  news¬ 
magazines  and  television  programs. 

Exceptional  depth 

f  The  episode  of  Nov.  1 5  to  21,  for 
pxample,  shows  how  the  single-fo- 
pus  format  “Catch  the  Spirit”  has 
Adopted  allows  the  program  to 
jjrobe  a  topic  with  a  depth  rarely 
eleen  on  the  small  screen. 

|l  Both  religious  and  secular  media 
pften  deal  with  the  interaction  of 
jjaith  and  politics,  but  seldom  very 
intelligently.  “Catch  the  Spirit,” 
phough,  offers  fresh  information 
|ind  fresh  perspectives. 

1;  This  episode  opens  with  ordinary 
(voters  expressing  both  discomfort 


"The  editing  of  the  clips  of  the  other  candidates, 
however,  was  blatantly  partisan.  I  happen  to  favor 
the  two  who  are  favored  subtly  here,  and  I  was  still 
offended."  — Thomas  Goodhue 


with  “mixing  religion  and  politics” 
and  a  desire  to  select  people  who 
believe  as  they  do. 

We  hear  some  insightful  analysis 
of  the  contradictory  message  this 
sends  to  politicians:  voters  want  to 
know  that  candidates  and  their 
families  trust  in  God  but  may  re¬ 
sent  any  attempt  to  use  pious  lan¬ 
guage  for  political  gain. 

James  Wall,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  who  edits  “Christian 
Century”  magazine,  traces  the  “in¬ 
evitable”  relationship  over  the  past 
decades  between  politics — “how  we 
determine  how  to  organize  our¬ 
selves” — and  religion — “the  way 
we  find  meaning  in  life." 

A  fairly  long  piece  examines  the 
spiritual  lives  of  the  presidential 
and  vice-presidential  candidates. 


"Catch  the  Spirit”  catches  the  story 
the  evening  news  programs  have 
missed,  that  this  year  all  the  candi¬ 
dates’  wives  are  speaking  openly 
about  their  faith  journeys. 

Supporters  of  Mr.  Perot  and  Ad¬ 
miral  Stockdale  may  object  to  their 
omission  from  this  segment,  but 
this  is  probably  the  result  of  their 
late  re-entry  into  the  race,  not  any 
bias  against  them. 

The  editing  of  the  clips  of  the  oth¬ 
er  candidates,  however,  was  bla¬ 
tantly  partisan.  1  happen  to  favor 
the  two  who  are  favored  subtly 
here,  and  I  was  still  offended. 

A  look  at  minister  as  mayor 

This  episode  closes  with  a  profile 
of  the  Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver,  who 
has  received  a  fair  amount  of  atten¬ 


tion  for  combining  pastoring  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Kansas  City  with  serving  as  the 
mayor  of  the  city. 

Few  journalists,  though,  have 
asked  where  he  draws  the  line  be¬ 
tween  the  realms  of  church  and  gov¬ 
ernment  and  how  he  manages  to 
keep  his  roles  clear  and  separate. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  asks  precisely 
these  questions,  and  gets  Mr.  Cleaver 
to  elaborate  about  his  contention  that 
he  sees  “being  mayor  as  a  ministry.” 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  can  be  seen  on 
the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work,  which  now  shares  a  cable 
channel  with  the  American  Chris¬ 
tian  Television  System,  and  on  the 
Armed  Forces  Radio  and  Televi¬ 
sion  Network. 

Videotapes  may  be  rented  or  pur¬ 
chased  through  EcuFilm  (800-251- 
409 1 ).  This  is  a  series  worth  looking 
for,  and  this  particular  episode 
(#92-18)  would  be  a  great  resource 
for  congregational  study. 

Mr.  Goodhue  frequently  reviews 
television  for  the  Reporter. 


[All  in  the  family — tradition,  that  is! 

\Six  generations  attend  United  Methodist-related  Centenary  College 


^y  BARBARA  POWELL 

I;  SHREVEPORT,  LA— At  18, 
jilonde,  freckled  Jennifer  Dent  is  a 
jbit  young  to  think  much  about  tra¬ 
dition. 

£  But  she’s  not  too  young  to  be  a 
part  of  it. 

Every  day  as  she  walks  across  the 
Seampus  of  Centenary  College,  a 
UJnited  Methodist-related  college  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  the  freshman  mu¬ 
sic  major  is  following  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  five  generations  of  her 
family — well,  six  if  you  count  great- 
great-great-great  grandfather  Robert 
Perry. 

In  1881  Mr.  Perry  made  500,000 
bricks  for  the  original  college  build¬ 
ings  in  Jackson,  La.,  and  became 
the  college  treasurer. 

“When  you  cut  us,  we  bleed  ma¬ 
roon  and  white  now,”  said  Charles 
■Ellis  Brown,  class  of  1948,  Ms. 
(Dent's  great  uncle  and  a  member  of 
The  Centenary  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sixth-generation 

When  Ms.  Dent  enrolled  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  this  fall,  she  became  the  24th 
member  of  her  family  to  do  so  and 
the  first  sixth-generation  student  in 
ilie  private  Methodist  college’s  his¬ 
tory. 

1  She  also  became  the  first  student 
to  be  a  third-generation  choir  mem¬ 
ber.  Her  parents  and  one  grand¬ 
mother  preceded  her. 

I  Perhaps  more  important  to  Cen¬ 
tenary,  Ms.  Dent  represents  the 
.sixth  generation  of  a  family  with  a 
160-year  history  of  service  to  the 
college. 


“People  come  up  to  me  all  the 
time  and  say,  ‘You’re  Jennifer 
Dent;  I  knew  your  mother,’  or  ‘I 
knew  your  father,’  ”  said  Ms.  Dent, 
who  plays  the  flute  in  the  Wind  En¬ 
semble  and  lives  in  James  Hall.  “1 
feel  like  I  belong  here.” 

Ms.  Dent  may  one  day  follow  in 
another  family  tradition.  She  plans 
to  be  married  in  Brown  Chapel,  do¬ 
nated  by  her  great  grandfather,  Paul 
M.  Brown  Jr.,  class  of  1917,  just  as 
her  parents  and  her  aunt,  Pauline 
Greve  Hibbs,  were. 

But  tradition  didn’t  consciously 
affect  her  choice  of  a  college.  No 
family  pressure.  She  simply  wanted 
to  be  in  the  Centenary  College 
Choir. 

The  only  pressure  she  felt  was 
during  sorority  rush  week  when  she 
had  to  decide  between  pledging  her 
mother’s  or  her  grandmother’s  so¬ 
rority.  She  chose  her  grandmoth¬ 
er’s. 

“We  didn't  put  any  pressure  on 
her  to  decide  on  Centenary,”  Ms. 
Dent’s  mother,  Camille  Greve  Dent 
said.  “But  it’s  pleasing  because  of 
the  tradition  and  because  she’ll  be 
in  town.” 

Like  most  small  liberal  arts  col¬ 
leges,  Centenary  depends  on  the 
loyalty  of  its  alumni  for  donations, 
for  service  and  for  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  students. 

Each  year,  the  new  freshman  class 


*  I 

SHREVEPORT,  LA— Jennifer 
Dent,  18,  is  the  24th  member  of 
her  family  to  enroll  in  Centenary 
College.  Her  great  uncle, 
Charles  Ellis  Brown,  said  of  the 
clan,  “When  you  cut  us,  we 
bleed  maroon  and  white  now.” 
He  is  a  1948  Centenary  grad. 

has  a  good  share  of  second — and  a 
few  third — generation  students.  For 
instance,  a  freshman,  Christi  Joyce 
Carlton.  17,  is  a  third-generation 
student  and  the  22nd  Carlton  to  at¬ 
tend  Centenary. 

Ms.  Dent’s  family,  however,  holds 
the  record  for  service  and  loyalty. 


Satellite 

service 

online 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  the 
church’s  official  telling-the-story 
agency,  has  announced  the 
launching  of  “United  Methodist 
Teleconference  Connection.” 

The  national  satellite  service 
will  allow  both  video  and  audio 
conferences  and  will  help  pro¬ 
vide  training  and  information  ex¬ 
change  at  a  lower  cost  to  national 
and  regional  groups,  according  to 
Roger  L.  Burgess,  the  agency’s 
chief  executive. 

The  new  satellite  network  will 
combine  the  work  of  UMCom 
and  the  former  Cokesbury  Satel¬ 
lite  Network,  which  was  run  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  Nashville,  Dr.  Burgess 
said. 

Beginning  in  1987,  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house  gave  downlink 
dishes  to  all  United  Methodist 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

“This  far-sighted  investment 
made  churchwide  teleconfer¬ 
ences  feasible  for  the  first  time,” 
Dr.  Burgess  said. 

Shirley  Whipple  Struchen,  di¬ 
rector  of  communication  educa¬ 
tion  for  UMCom,  will  head  the 
new  service. 


wlcumrTmi  .  UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. — David  F.  Johnson  painted  these  portraits  to  overcome  his  grief  from  watching 
230  homeless  persons  with  AIDS  die  one  by  one.  Mr.  Johnson,  a  New  York  City  artist,  worked  for  five 
years  at  a  shelter  in  Greenwich  Village. 

United  Methodists  show  AIDS  art 

United  MethQdist  News  Service 


WASHINGTON,  D.C. — A  trav¬ 
eling  exhibit  of  33  portraits  memo¬ 
rializing  the  live  of  homeless 
persons  with  AIDS  was  displayed  in 
the  rotunda  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Building  in  Washington. 

The  denomination’s  Board  of 
Chruch  and  Society  and  the  health 
and  welfare  department  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  spon¬ 
sored  the  exhibit  of  work  by  David 


F.  Johnson,  a  New  York  City  artist. 

Accompanying  the  paintings  were 
short,  poignant  captions  that  told 
the  life  stories  of  those  depicted. 

Mr.  Johnson  worked  for  five 
years  at  a  refuge  in  New  York’s 
Greenwich  Village  for  homeless 
people  with  AIDS,  and  in  the  time 
saw  almost  230  persons  die.  He  be¬ 
gan  painting  portraits  of  the  people 
as  a  personal  means  of  coping  with 
tragedy. 

The  exhibition  was  part  of  the 


opening  of  an  AIDS  awareness 
weekend  in  Washington  that  in¬ 
volved  tens  of  thousands  of  people. 

Directors  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  holding  their  1993-96 
organizational  meeting,  attended  a 
special  worship  service  featuring 
the  exhibit. 

Sponsoring  United  Methodist 
agencies  voice  the  hope  that  congre¬ 
gations  or  other  groups  within  the 
denomination  will  bring  the  exhibit 
to  their  communities  in  the  future. 


■ 
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“They  demonstrate  the  rich  heritage 
of  the  institution  and  the  deep  devo- 
a  tion  of  the  families,”  President  Ken 
Schwab  said.  “It’s  something  we  can 
point  to — here’s  the  kind  of  loyalty 
the  college  generates.” 

Family  lends  support 

Beginning  with  Robert  Perry,  Ms. 
Dent’s  family  has  served  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  married  Cente- 
L  nary  alumni,  donated  money  and 
-  the  chapel,  and  established  scholar- 
f  ships  and  an  endowed  chair. 

.  i  One  member  of  the  family,  Paul 
M.  Brown  Jr.,  chaired  the  Board  of 
,  Trustees  for  25  years  and  even 
served  once  as  acting  president. 
,>Vhat  makes  them  keep  coming  and 
serving  and  giving? 

“We’ve  always  been  Methodists,” 
said  Charles  Ellis  Brown,  who  met 
his  wifg,;  Alic.e.  Curtis  Brown,  at 
Centenary. 

“And  in  many  instances,  both 
husbands  and  wives  were  graduates 
of  the  College,  so  the  loyalty  is  a 
double-edged  sword.  And  we  give 
back  so  much  because  we  believe  in 
small  liberal  arts  colleges,”  she  said. 

The  tradition  begun  by  Robert 
Perry  likely  won’t  stop  with  Ms. 
Dent.  There  are  nine  other  grand¬ 
children  and  one  on  the  way. 

Ms.  Powell  is  a  writer  for  The 
Times  in  Shreveport,  La. 
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Supporting  new  cross,  neighbor's  recovery 

TITUSVILLE,  Fla. — While  members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Titusville,  Fla.  sang  "Lift  High  the  Cross,"  Mike  Oliver, 
the  congregation's  pastor,  and  Doug  Wilson,  a  construction  man¬ 
ager,  attached  the  cross  to  the  newly  renovated  exterior  of  the 
sanctuary.  A  few  hours  later,  church  members  watched  the  Space 
Shuttle  streak  into  the  sky  from  Kennedy  Space  Center  just  across 
the  Indian  River  from  the  building.  The  congregation  doesn't  lim¬ 
it  its  sight  to  home,  however.  They  have  pledged  to  help  Silver 
Palm  United  Methodist  Church  in  south  Florida  recover  from 
Hurricane  Andrew  damage. 


Dear  Deborah  - 

Couple  wants  to  honor  dad, 
but  he's  making  demands 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  father-in-law  is  really  angry 
because  I  didn’t  take  him  in  after  he 
fell  recently  and  hurt  his  leg. 

After  spending  some  time  in  a 
nursing  home,  he  signed  himself  out 
and  hired  people  to  come  in  and 
care  for  him.  However,  they  cost  a 
lot  of  money,  and  he  is  still  after  my 
husband  to  take  care  of  him. 

There  are  two  other  brothers, 
both  married,  with  more  money 
and  larger  homes.  But  they  are  not 
even  asked  to  help. 

My  husband  is  very  upset.  Dad 
said  he  will  cut  him  out  of  the  will  if 
we  do  not  take  him  in.  Of  all  the 
family  we  could  use  some  financial 
help  the  most. 

We  have  a  handicapped  child 
that  needs  constant  care  and  I  have 
lost  a  leg  to  diabetes.  So  1  stay  home 
and  Jim  works  two  jobs. 

His  Dad  says  that  the  Bible  re¬ 
quires  us  to  honor  our  father  and 
mother,  and  if  we  don’t  then  we  are 
no  longer  his  children.  I  am  con¬ 
fused.  Help  me  sort  this  out  please. 

Arleta 


Dear  Ariel a: 

The  Bible  teaches  us  to  honor  our 
parents.  But  it  also  tells  parents  not 
to  provoke  their  children.  It  has  al¬ 
ways  been  my  belief  that  the  best 
way  to  honor  our  parents  is  to  be¬ 
come  the  best  we  can  be  and  raise 
our  children  to  be  their  best. 

You  already  have  your  hands  fulls 
and  it  seems  your  husband  does  too. 
Talking  it  out  with  a  counselor  or 
maybe  the  doctor  would  help  to  re¬ 
lieve  your  minds  and  reduce  the 
stress  you  are  under. 

/  hope  you  do  not  gel  into  fights 
with  his  father  or  say  things  in  anger 
that  you  will  regret  later.  I  trust  you 
also  pray  about  this  and  seek  a  solu¬ 
tion  that  everyone  can  live  with. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be 
selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL/'  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


History  of  ”7™"° 

Psalm's  verse  echoes  in 
hymn's  words  of  praise 


From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies. 
Let  the  Creator’s  praise  arise; 

Let  the  Redeemer  s  name  be  sung. 
Through  every  land  by  every  tongue. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Described  as  a  “classic  of  English 
doxologies,”  this  paraphrase  of 
Psalm  117  was  written  by  Isaac 
Watts  and  included  in  his  “Psalms 
of  David  Imitated  in  the  Language 
of  the  New  Testament.”  1719. 

Psalm  1 1 7  is  made  of  two  verses: 
I.  Praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  nations; 
praise  him.  all  ye  people.  2.  For  his 
merciful  kindness  is  great  toward  us; 
and  the  truth  of  the  Lord  endureth 
for  ever.  Praise  ye  the  Lord.  (King 
James  Version) 

So  Watts’s  paraphrase  consists  of 
two  stanzas.  To  these  were  added 
two  anonymous  stanzas  in  1781,  and 
this  four-stanza  version  was  used  lat¬ 
er  by  John  Wesley  and  has  been  re¬ 
tained  in  subsequent  hymnals. 

While  Watts  is  regarded  as  the 
pioneer  of  congregational  hymnody 
in  England,  he  was  not  the  first  En¬ 


glish  hymn  writer. 

There  were  others  before  him, 
but  he  was  the  first  to  perceive  what 
was  needed  and  he  provided  it. 

Watts  wrote  more  than  six  hun¬ 
dred  hymns  and  dissenting  congrega- 
tions  sang  them  heartily.  The 
popularity  of  these  hymns  spread 
throughout  England  as  well  as  among 
congregations  in  the  American  colo¬ 
nies  in  the  18th  century. 

By  the  time  the  colonies  won 
their  independence  from  England, 
Isaac  Watts  was  a  household  word 
in  both  England  and  America  and 
his  hymns  were  sung  wherever 
Christians  gathered  to  praise  God. 

“Duke  Street,”  the  tune  usually 
sung  to  this  text,  is  a  psalm  tune 
dating  from  1 793.  It  is  attributed  to 
John  Hatton,  about  whom  very  lit¬ 
tle  is  known,  except  that  he  lived  on 
Duke  Street  in  St.  Helens,  near  Liv¬ 
erpool.  This  explains  the  tune 
name. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Jesus,  Still  Lead  On" 
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What  WE  will  do: 

♦  Provide  maintenance  and  insurance  for  all  homes 


RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES  BOARD,  INC 

1500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 


♦ 


Make  a  pledge  for  its  support  and  contribute  regularly 


♦ 


Make  gifts  “in  memory  of’  or  “in  honor  of’  friends  and  loved  ones 


♦ 


Remember  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  program  in  your  will 


♦ 


Make  substantial  gifts  of  cash  or  other  property 


Bernice  Taylor 
UNIT  601 

Home  of  Mrs.  L.  W.  Taylor 
2411  Bristol  Place 
New  Orleans,  LA  70114 
NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


Rev.  Henry  Bowdon ,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 


Doug  and  Mabel  McGuire 
UNIT  803 

Home  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Douglas  McGuire 
r  810  Redbud  Street 

Ruston,  LA  71270  I, 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 


Fredna  Akin 
Unit  808 

Home  of  Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 
1 100  S.  Farmerville,  Apt  1 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 


What  your  CHURCH  can  do: 

♦  Observe  September  as  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Month  and  receive  a 
special  offering 

♦  Designate  a  communion  offering  for  this  program 

♦  Pay  Vi  the  cost  and  build  a  home  in  your  city 

♦  Include  this  Conference  Advance  Special  in  the  budget 

♦  Encourage  classes  or  other  groups  to  support  this  cause 

% 

What  YOU  can  do: 

♦  Pray  for  this  ministry 


Message  From  The  Director 


The  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  is  alive  and  well.  I  am  truly 
excited  about  this  ministry.  I  have 
long  been  a  supporter  of  this  pro¬ 
gram,  but  had  never  understood  the 
full  extent  of  this  operation.  We 
have  homes  in  all  nine  districts  pro¬ 
viding  comfortable  dwellings  for  61 
ministers  and/or  their  spouses. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  in 
most  of  these  homes  in  the  past 
three  months.  Without  exception  1 
found  the  residents  so  appreciative 
of  what  is  being  provided  for  them. 
That  appreciation  is  tangibly  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  care  they  give  to  the 
upkeep  of  their  homes.  They  have 


asked  that  1  express  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  people  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  their  heartfelt  gratitude 
for  this  ministry. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce 
that  I  am  presently  negotiating  with 
two  families  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District  about  the  possibility  of 
their  giving  their  home  to  the  Re¬ 
tired  Ministers  Homes  Board.  They 
will  continue  to  lis^e  in  their  home 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  but  can 
realize  a  significant  tax  break  by 
giving  their  homes  now.  Upon  their 
death,  their  homes  will  be  renovat¬ 
ed  and  used  to  provide  housing 
another  retired  minister 


spouse. 

We  are  keeping  pace  with  the 
need  for  houses.  Where  we  are  fall¬ 
ing  behind  is  in  raising  income  for 
the  administration  of  this  ministry. 
We  have  cut  our  administrative 
budget  from  $42,000.00  to 
$18,000.00.  We  thank  those 
churches  that  have  taken  a  special 
offering  this  year  for  our  ministry. 
We  challenge  the  large  number  of 
churches  who  have  not  presented 
this  cause  to  their  people  to  do  so 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Even  a 
Communion  offering  would  be 
greatly  appreciated. 


Mary  and  Burl  Dampier 
UNIT  704 

Home  of  Rev.  &  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 
''  495  W.  Beech  Street 

Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 
NORTHSHORE  DISTRICT  , 
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Provide  Homes 
For  Retired  Ministers 
In  Our  Conference 


Mail  Contributions  To 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc. 
1500  Country  Club  Road 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 


♦  Build  new  homes  as  needed  and  as  funds  are  available 

♦  Maintain  an  office  and  director,  with  persons  available  for  pulpit  sup¬ 
ply  and  for  special  programs 

♦  Be  available  to  counsel1  with  the  active  members  of  the  conference  rela¬ 
tive  to  procuring  a  house  as  an  investment  and  a  possible  future  retire¬ 
ment  kome 

♦  Be  available  to  all  retired  ministers  and  spouses,  widows,  and  widow¬ 
ers,  providing  assistance  where  we  can 


- 1 - 

Mr.  Lewis  tove 
P.O.Box  1219 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Dear  Lewis: 

Altha  and  I  are  so  happy  with  the  house  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  has  provided  for  us,  here  at  1119  Carey  Avenue.  We  are 
also  pleased  with  being  located  here  in  Ruston,  though  we  are  still  get¬ 
ting)  acclimated  to  this  part  of  the  state. 

As  you  know,  we  were  very  desirous  to  pay  back  to  the  Board  all  of 
the  money  it  had  used  above  the  $30,000.00  normally  furnished  on 
renovations  in  readiness  for  our  occupancy.  We  have,  therefore,  been 
forwarding  a  check  each  month  to  the  board’s  treasurer  for  $300.00. 
From  June  1990  through  December  1991  of  the  $300.00,  $94.38  went 
toward  maintenance,  $200.00  toward  the  $4,249.46  we  were  paying 
back,  with  a  surplus  of  $5.62  each  month.  This  surplus  comes  to 
$106.78. 

Then  beginning  in  January  of  1992  the  maintenance  fee,  each  month 
was  raised  to  $110.11.  We  have  continued  to  forward  $300.00  each 
month  and  will  through  March,  with  this  breakdown:  $200.00  Ipward 
the  $4,249.46  and  $100.00  toward  maintenance.  TJhis  means  that 
$30.33  comes  from  the  $106.78  surplus.  This  means  tfiat  from  June  of 
1990  to  March  1992  we  wil|fttave  reimbursed  the  board  $4,476.45  to¬ 
ward  the  total  figure  of  $34,249.46  needed  to  renovate  this  home. 

il 

That  no  person  in  the  I^ouisiana  Annual  Conference  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  feel  that  we  received  some  kind  of  favoritism  from  the 
board,  or  that  a  precedent  has  been  set  by  what  was  permitted  on  our 
behalf,  we  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  a  statement  could  be  made  and 
published  in  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  perhaps  on  the  board’s 
page  in  September,  showing  that  the  final  cost  to  the  Retired  Ministers 
Homes  Board  on  the  residence  we  occupy  was  $29,773.00. 

Gratefully  yours  in  Christ, 
Raymond  M.  Crofoot 


March  6,  1992 


1  am  enclosing  a  rontribution  of  $  2  for  {check  one) 

O  Extended  Ministries  and  Administration 

O  Reserve  for  Building  Homes 

O  Undesignated 

As  a  memorial  to 

In  honor  of 

Mail  notice  to 

Address_ _ 

My  name  is 

Address 

My  Church  is 

District  Date 

O  |  would  be  interested  in  donating  my  home  or  other  property. 
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Thanksgiving: 

The  Merging  of  Memories 
And  Meditation 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


A  Peanuts  cartoon  showed  Charlie  Brown  reciting  a  poem  often  con¬ 
nected  with  Thanksgiving,  “Over  the  river  and  through  the  woods,  to 
Grandmother's  house  we  go.”  Charlie  pauses  and  explains,  “Actually, 
she  lives  in  a  condominium.” 

Thanksgiving  may  be  a  mirror  of  our  changing  culture.  Grandfathers 
and  grandmothers  may  live  in  condominiums,  retirement  centers  or 
nursing  homes.  Children  are  scattered.  Telephones  rather  than 
Thanksgiving  tables  may  be  the  major  connecting  networks. 

Still,  Thanksgiving  is  a  time  of  memories  for  most  of  us  —  memories 
of  family,  the  pungent  smell  of  burning  leaves,  church  harvest  dinners, 
turkey,  football  games  and  pumpkin  pies.  With  those  memories  there 
comes  a  haunting  question,  “How  do  we  affirm  and  strengthen  the  fam¬ 
ily  (however  it  is  defined)  when  it  is  becoming  even  more  fragmented?” 
This  question  assumes  that  the  family  is  essential  to  a  strong  and 
healthy  society. 

Let  our  Thanksgiving  celebration  —  whatever  form  it  takes,  whether 
a  huge  gathering  or  a  single  TV  dinner  —  be  a  time  of  reaffirming  our 
primary  relationships  in  the  nuclear  family,  extended  family  and 
church  family. 


Louisiana  To  Continue  Current  Self-Funded  Health  Insurance  Plan 


Disaster  Relief  Continues 


This  home  at  Vermilion  Bay's  Cypremont  Point,  built  off  the  ground 
to  prevent  flooding,  is  being  rebuilt  by  volunteers.  The  resident  is 
handicapped. 


SL  _ _ 

Dedicated  layperson,  Walter 
Parker,  LEFT,  of  Pontchatoula, 
has  been  on  the  job  continuous¬ 
ly  as  a  volunteer  since  Hurricane 
Andrew  caused  its  destruction  in 
South  Louisiana.  Parker  and  the 
Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr.,  inter¬ 
im  board  member  for  Sager- 
Brown,  are  pictured  as  they 
assess  building  needs. 


Free  Blacks,  Whites  and  Slaves  Organized 
Wesley  Church,  New  Orleans,  in  1838 


Louisiana  Conference  will  con¬ 
tinue  its  current  self-funded  health 
insurance  plan,  as  a  result  of  a  re¬ 
cent  ruling  by  the  Judicial  Council 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
called  the  “Supreme  Court”  of  the 
denomination.  The  ruling  overturns 
a  decision  made  at  the  General 
Conference  to  have  every  clergy,  lay 
employee  and  their  families  sub¬ 
scribe  to  a  denomination-wide  UM 
Care  health  plan.  UM  Care  was 
ruled  unconstitutional. 

Eleven  Conferences,  including 
Louisiana,  passed  resolutions  ask¬ 
ing  for  the  council  to  reconsider  the 
earlier  action. 

“Louisiana  United  Methodists 
should  be  pleased  with  the  Judicial 
Council’s  decision  as  it  upholds  a 
resolution  approved  at  our  most  re¬ 
cent  session  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,”  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  said.  He 
is  Louisiana  Conference  Pension  of¬ 
ficer. 


Leaders  meeting  to  discuss  the 
continuing  need  for  Louisiana 
volunteers  in  disaster  relief  and 
to  see  first-hand  some  of  the 
work  being  done  are,  from  the 
top,  Rev.  Gerald  Richardson, 
Rev.  Tom  Howe,  Rev.  Lloyd 
Scott,  Rev.  Jack  Phelps,  Rev. 
Scott  Adams,  Rev.  Trent  Palmer, 
Sarah  Schoeffler  and  an  uniden¬ 
tified  volunteer.  To  their  left, 
above,  is  a  device  used  to  hoist 
up  the  handicapped  resident  of 
this  home  being  rebuilt  by  vol¬ 
unteers. 


Wesley  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Ulysee 
Stephens,  will  hold  its  154th  Annu¬ 
al  Anniversary  Program  Sunday, 
Nov.  22,  at  1 1  a.m. 

Amy  Johnson  is  chairperson  and 
Janice  Jones  is  coordinator  of  the 
event. 

In  1838,  in  a  warehouse  located 
on  Gravier  Street,  between  Caron- 
dolet  and  Baronne  streets,  Wesley 
UMC  was  founded  by  a  group  of 


Decisions  Challenged 

“Sometimes  even  General  Con¬ 
ference  makes  decisions  for  the  UM 
Church  that  are  challenged  and 
ruled  to  be  unconstitutional,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  General  Board 
■  of  Pensions  report. 

“Such  was  the  case  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  legislation  entitled, 
'UM  Care,’  a  denominational 
health  plan.  On  Oct.  30,  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  ruled  the  UM  Care  un¬ 
constitutional  because  it  provides 
for  the  unauthorized  delegation  of 
legislative  authority.” 

Caraway  said,  “The  latter  para¬ 
graph  indicates  that  the  General 
Conference  sought  to  invest  in  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  legisla¬ 
tive  authority  that  has  traditionally 
and  constitutionally  been  granted  to 
the  Annual  Conferences  and  the  lo¬ 
cal  churches."  Because  of  the  new 
ruling,  Louisiana  will  continue  with 
its  current,  self-funded  health  plan. 


James  Wesley  Bean  Retires 
As  Conference  Chancellor 


James  Wesley  Bean,  attorney, 
businessman  and  layperson  in  First 
UMC.  Lafayette,  was  honored  re¬ 
cently  at  a  dinner  given  for  him  on 
the  occasion  of  his  retirement  as 
chancellor  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Bean  has  held  this  voluntary  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Conference  for  eight 
years. 

As  chancellor,  he  has  advised  the 
bishops  and  conference  officers  on 
legal  matters  that  have  an  effect  on 
our  ministry,  especially  as  it  relates 
to  law,  governmental  regulations 
and  personnel. 

Bean  was  appointed  by  Bishop 
Underwood  and  has  served  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  its  assigned 
episcopal  leaders  since  that  time. 

Bishop  Oden  said,  “Jimmy  Bean 
has  been  most  effective  and  very 
helpful  to  me  in  many  situations  re¬ 
quiring  legal  advice.” 

Bean  will  continue  to  serve  his  lo¬ 
cal  church  and  the  Conference 
when  requested  to  do  so  for  special 


assignments. 

He  said  he  is  cutting  back  on  his 
activities  due  to  health  consider¬ 
ations,  but  will  continue  to  practice 
law  on  a  limited  basis.  He  is  owner 
of  Lafayette’s  Holiday  Inn  Central 
(a  Holidome). 

“I  have  practiced  law  for  46  years 
and  I’ve  been  a  member  of  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Bar  for  50  years,”  he  said. 

Asked  about  his  connection  to  a 
famous  judge  by  the  same  name,  he 
replied.  “I  am  a  grand  nephew  of 
Judge  Roy  Bean.” 

Robert  Ro¬ 
land,  a  lawyer  in 
private  practice 
in  Baton  Rouge 
and  a  member  of 
First  UMC,  will 
assume  the  posi¬ 
tion  as  acting 
chancellor  pend¬ 
ing  confirmation 

Robert  Roland  of  the  Annual 
Conference  during  the  1993  ses¬ 
sion. 


Age  Discrimination:  A  Reality 
In  US  Churches,  Synagogues 


Free  Blacks,  whites  and  slaves.  To¬ 
gether  they  were  taught  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  which  had  been 
established  in  Louisiana  1 1  years 
earlier.  The  first  pastor  was  L.  S. 
Scott,  a  white  man. 

In  the  early  days,  the  men  sat  on 
one  side  of  the  sanctuary,  the  wom¬ 
en  on  the  opposite  side  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  sat  around  the  railing  of  the 
altar. 


WASHINGTON,  DC,  —  Older 
persons  are  not  involved  in  church 
life  in  an  active,  meaningful  way  in 
many  congregations,  despite  their 
great  potential  for  multiple  contri¬ 
butions.  In  fact,  they  are  often  tak¬ 
en  for  granted,  even  though  they  are 
the  primary  contributors  of  dollars 
and  volunteer  time  in  American 
churches  and  synagogues.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  older  persons  are  not  asked  for 
advice  on  issues  of  congregational 
polity  and  are  related  to  a  “second¬ 
ary  status.” 

These  perceptions  of  the  elderly 
and  their  relationships  with  their 
faiths  were  major  findings  of  a  fo¬ 
cus  group  research  conducted  as 
part  of  the  National  Clergy  Leader¬ 
ship  Project  to  Prepare  for  an  Aging 
Society. 

The  Administration  on  Aging- 
funded  project  to  educate  clergy 
and  other  religious  leaders  concern¬ 
ing  the  impact  of  aging  congrega¬ 
tions  on  their  ministries  is  being 
conducted  by  The  National  Council 
on  Aging  (NCOA)  National  Inter¬ 
faith  Coalition  on  Aging. 

Six  Religious  Bodies 

The  focus  groups  solicited  input 
from  representatives  of  six  religious 
organizations  participating  in  the 
project:  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Reform  Judaism,  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Church.  National  Association  of 
the  Church  of  God  and  A.M.E. 
Zion. 

The  focus  groups  were  held  in 
Nashville,  Boston,  Seattle  and  Chica- 


Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Pensions  and  the  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  jointly 
presented  a  resolution  and  subse¬ 
quently  requested  that  Hap  Martin 
and  Jay  Caraway.  Conference  attor¬ 
neys,  submit  a  legal  brief  on  the 
health  insurance  matter  to  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council.  Ten  other  conferences 
sided  with  Louisiana  by  making 
their  own  objections. 

GCFA  Sent  Brief 

About  two  weeks  after  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  attorney’s  brief  was 
sent,  the  financial  department  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  submitted  its 
own  brief  which  among  other  con¬ 
siderations  made  similar  claims  re¬ 
garding  the  unconstitutional  aspects 
of  UM  Care. 

“We  do  have  a  sensitivity  to  the 
unfavorable  experience  many  of  our 
fellow  conferences  have  had  with 


regard  to  their  health  insurance  pro¬ 
grams,”  Caraway  stated.  “The  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  is 
considering  alternative  ways  to  as¬ 
sist  them.” 

One  possible  plan,  Caraway  men¬ 
tioned,  is  to  use  the  existing  denom¬ 
inational  Health  and  Medical 
Expense  Program  (HMEP)  as  a 
managed-care  plan  and  market  it  to 
annual  conferences  on  a  voluntary 
basis. 

Caraway  added,  “The  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Pensions  is 
committed  to  make  every  effort  to 
provide  the  best  health  insurance 
program  at  the  most  reasonable 
rates  it  can.” 

He  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
firms  that  help  to  make  the  Confer¬ 
ence  program  possible:  Querbes  and 
Nelson,  Employee  Benefit  Services 
Inc.  and  North  American  Life  and 
Casualty  Co. 


James  Wesley  Bean,  SEATED,  LEFT,  was  honored  upon  his  retire¬ 
ment  as  chancellor  of  the  Conference.  With  him  are  his  wife,  Lou, 
CENTER,  his  daughter,  Carolyn  Bean  Guilbeaux,  and  Bishop  Oden. 
Another  daughter,  Nancy  Lou  Bean  Sutton,  could  not  attend. 

Dillard  to  Honor  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden 


go  during  the  spring.  Participants  in¬ 
cluded  clergy,  lay-  ministers  and 
those  involved  with  the  elderly  at  the 
local  church  and  synagogue  level. 

Information  obtained  from  the 
sessions  will  be  used  to  develop 
methods,  programs  and  products 
that  the  national  leaders  and  con¬ 
gregational  clergy  and  lay  leaders 
can  use  to  educate  themselves  and 
others  about  aging  and  about  serv¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  older  persons. 

Seniors  Segmented 

Another  major  finding  was  that 
special  activities  with  the  local 
church  or  synagogue  are  often  seg¬ 
mented  into  senior  groups,  fostering 
isolation  and  solidifying  negative 
impressions  of  aging  among  other 
congregational  members. 

In  addition,  there  was  the  issue  of 
great  diversity  —  persons  who  are 
active  and  mobile  and  those  who 
are  home-bound  and  infirm.  The 
concern  was  that  both  groups  are 
lumped  together  as  “seniors"  while 
their  needs  are  different. 

Some  representative  comments 
of  focus  group  participants  included 
the  following: 

“No  one  thinks  about  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  elderly.  We  focus  on  the 
number  of  Sunday  school  class¬ 
rooms  and  the  number  of  young 
people  —  not  on  the  number  of  old¬ 
er  people  in  the  population.” 

Relegated  to  Shelf 

"Our  traditions  would  say  all  the 
right  things  and  make  older  folks 
‘saints,’  but  the  reality  is  they  are 


Dillard  University  will  hold  a 
convocation  and  reception  in  honor 
and  celebration  of  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
William  B.  Oden  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana 
Sunday,  Nov.  22,  at  3:00  p.m.  in 
Lawless  Memorial  Chapel. 

Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  Dillard 
president,  will  present  Bishop  Oden 
with  the  Dillard  University  Medal 
of  Honor.  He  will  be  only  the  third 
recipient  of  the  award. 

Bishop  Oden,  a  member  of  Dil¬ 


lard's  board  of  trustees,  will  deliver 
a  sermon.  He  also  is  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry.  Marilyn  Oden  is 
a  trustee  of  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology. 

Dillard  has  a  strong  affiliation 
with  the  UMC. 

After  the  convocation,  a  recep¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  the  gardens  of 
Cook’s  home.  The  public  is  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend  both  events,  Robert 
G.  Miller,  university  public  rela¬ 
tions  director,  said. 


Interim  Appointments  Are  Announced 


Interim  appointment  changes  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Churches  have  been  announced  by 
Bishop  William  Oden. 

They  are:  Rev.  Michael  D. 
McLaurin,  from  McGuire  to  First, 
Minden;  Rev.  Richard  T.  Stiltner, 
from  Trinity  of  Gentilly  to 
McGuire;  Rev.  Timothy  M.  Smith, 
from  associate  at  Rayne,  to  Trinity 
of  Gentilly;  Rev.  Tracey  L.  Mac- 
Kenzie,  from  Church  Point-  Iota- 
Maxie  to  associate  at  Henning;  Rev. 
Fred  M.  Fraser,  from  New  Roads- 
Port  Barre  to  Church  Point-Iota- 
Maxie,  and  Rev.  Donald  R.  Gentry, 
from  Wilson  Memorial-Krotz 
Springs-Rosedale  to  New  Roads- 
Rosedale. 

Also,  Rev.  Donny  R.  Nedd,  from 
another  denomination  to  Mt.  Zion- 
Johnson's  Chapel;  Rev.  Verna  Buell, 
retired,  to  Lee’s  Landing;  Rev.  Mi¬ 
chael  Barton,  (no  appointment)  to 
Corbin;  Rev.  Allan  Anderson,  from 
Corbin  to  no  appointment;  Rev. 
John  M.  Braden,  from  Bastrop-Col- 


linston,  to  retired;  Robert  E.  Town¬ 
send,  from  Methodist  Childrens’ 
Home  to  Vivian;  Rev.  Melissa  L. 
Draper,  from  Walker  to  appoint¬ 
ment  beyond  local  church,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Nebraska. 

Also,  Rev.  Richard  D.  Gillespie, 
from  leave  of  absence  to  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  Hospital  in  New  Orleans;  Rev. 
Davis  Clark  (no  appointment)  to  St. 
Paul,  Monroe;  Rev.  Ralph  Ford, 
from  associate’  Zachary  to  Day’s- 
Center-Darlington;  Rev.  Warren 
Coleman,  from  Day’s  to  no  ap¬ 
pointment;  Rev.  William  R.  Boyd, 
from  Center- Darlington  to  no  ap¬ 
pointment;  Rev.  M.  Douglas  Ezell, 
from  Parker  to  director  of  Center 
for  Pastoral  Care,  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Hospital,  Rev.  Andrew  R. 
Hurst,  from  Wesley  Foundation, 
Louisiana  Tech  to  Wesley  Founda- 
tion/Beulah-Indian  Village  and 
Rev.  Marvin  A.  Pratt  (no  appoint¬ 
ment)  to  Provencal-Weaver. 

Other  interim  changes  were  pre¬ 
viously  announced. 


relegated  to  the  shelf.  We  don’t  go  by  religious  bodies  can  better  meet 
to  them  and  value  their  wisdom  the  needs  of  older  persons  at  the  na- 
when  it’s  time  to  make  important  tional  and  local  congregational  lev- 
decisions.”  els. 


“(Older  persons)  should  be  recog¬ 
nized  in  proportion  to  their  num¬ 
bers.  The  trend  is  that  they  are 
being  excluded.”  The  report  made 
numerous  recommendations  where- 


To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Focus 
Group  Report  of  Findings,  contact 
Gary  Hong  at  NCOA,  409  Third  St. 
SW,  Washington,  DC  20024, 
202/479-6985. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Talk  and  transformation  Readers  chastise,  praise  Clinton  interview 

As  post-election  reaction  gives  how  much  such  discussion  is  needed:  f  | 


As  post-election  reaction  gives 
way  to  sober  consideration  of  chal¬ 
lenges  facing  the  incoming  federal 
government,  we  invite  you  to  reflect 
on  these  thoughts  from  the  Rev. 
Robin  W.  Lovin,  dean  of  United 
Methodist-related  Drew  University 
Theological  School: 

“What  is  wrong  with  our  elec¬ 
tions  reflects  the  failure  of  all  our 
institutions,  including  religious  in¬ 
stitutions,  to  sustain  a  discussion  of 
societal  goals  and  values. . . . 

“The  necessary  [next]  move  is  to 
leave  the  complaints  to  others  and 
turn  our  attention  to  the  unique  op¬ 
portunities  that  churches,  syna¬ 
gogues,  meetings  and  mosques  have 
to  stimulate  the  encounters  and 
transformations  that  could  eventu¬ 
ally  give  the  candidates  something 
to  talk  about.” 

To  Dr.  Lovin’s  essay  published  in 
“The  Christian  Century”  magazine, 
we  add  a  hearty  “Amen!”  and  an 
even  heartier  challenge. 

Specifically,  as  local  congrega¬ 
tions  prepare  for  a  new  year  with 
new  plans  and  new  officers,  our 
challenge  is  this: 

Plan  now  for  ways  in  which  your 
local  congregation  can  become  a  site 
for  community  discussions  of  goals 
and  values  such  as  those  Dr.  Lovin 
describes. 

A  post-election  media  litany  of 
America’s  troubles  clearly  outlines 


how  much  such  discussion  is  needed: 

•f  An  ailing  economy; 

/  Runaway  health  costs; 

/  Rampant  crime  and,  most  of  all, 

V  Rifts  between  races  and  eco¬ 
nomic  classes  that  flare  periodically 
into  violence  such  as  the  spring  ri¬ 
ots  in  Los  Angeles  and  the  recent 
beating  death  of  a  Detroit  motorist. 

We  contend  that  all  these  exam¬ 
ples — involving,  as  they  do,  rela¬ 
tionships  between  God’s  creatures 
and  God's  creation — constitute 
parts  of  our  communal  life  where 
religious  faith  and  the  values  it 
transmits  are  integral  to  any  public 
discussion. 

Given  such  evidence  that  we  as  a 
nation  have  lost  some  of  our  moral 
and  ethical  bearings,  what  better 
service  could  a  local  congregation 
provide  than  to  help  facilitate  com¬ 
munity  discussions  that  will  help  us 
find  our  way  as  a  society  again? 

Even  if  we  contribute  to  the  dis¬ 
cussion  little  more  than  ancient 
questions — “Am  I  my  brother’s 
keeper?  Who  is  my  neighbor?” — we 
will  add  an  essential  dimension  un¬ 
likely  to  be  brought  as  fully  by  any 
other  source  in  our  society. 

Indeed,  we  as  Christians  are  man¬ 
dated  to  foster  such  public  discus¬ 
sions  and  to  offer  ourselves  and  our 
faith  perspectives  to  the  public  dis¬ 
cussion.  In  this  way  we  will  fulfill 
Jesus’  instruction  to  be  “the  light  of 
the  world.” 


My  Witness= 


We  need  to  push  out 
our  churches'  walls 


By  WILLIAM  W.  McDERMET 

My  wife  and  1  are  innkeepers. 

We  live  in  a  quiet,  tranquil,  his¬ 
toric  village  of  31  people,  eight 
dogs,  many  deer,  opossums,  rab¬ 
bits,  squirrels  and  birds.  We  pro¬ 
vide  a  space  in  God’s  world  “away 
from  it  all,”  where  our  guests  may 
relax,  regroup  and  become  re¬ 
freshed  before  they  go  back  into 
our  crazy  competitive  world.  We 
enjoy  our  role  of  hosting,  where 
we  can  provide  a  bit  of  calmness. 

Prior  to  innkeeping,  I  served  for 
29  years  as  a  pastor  in  local  con¬ 
gregations.  When  we  made  this 
transition  I  vowed  that  I  would 
not  discuss/debate/demythologize 
religious  issues  with  guests.  They 
did  not  come  for  preaching,  but 
for  renewal. 

Friendly  servant 

For  our  meals  I  fill  the  role  of 
waiter — not  a  dumb  one,  but  as  a 
friendly  servant — and  I  just  bite 
my  tongue  when  the  table  conver¬ 
sation  drifts  toward  comments 
which  I  believe  are  not  compatible 
with  the  Christian  faith. 

Recently  I  met  my  most  difficult 
challenge.  I  was  pouring  breakfast 
coffee  for  two  couples  when  one 
woman  started  “grousing”  (her 
term)  that  their  United  Methodist 
conference  had  raised  the  appor¬ 
tionments  for  their  local  church. 

With  some  irritation  she  assert¬ 
ed,  “It’s  too  bad  the  conference  is 
doing  this  as  we  need  more  dollars 
for  our  own  church,  because  that’s 
where  it  s  at!  We  need  to  take  care 
of  our  own.” 

I  kept  pouring 

I  kept  pouring  and  said  noth¬ 
ing — for  a  few  moments — then  I 
entered  the  conversation.  (Bed-and- 
breakfast  hosts  are  often  encour¬ 
aged,  indeed  invited,  to  participate 
in  guests’  conversations.) 

I  reflected  that  my  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel  is  that  we  live  in 
a  world  family,  and  that  priority 
must  (not  should)  be  given  to  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers  with  major 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  : 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ■  life.  The  Rev. 

Wilflam  W.  McDer- 
met  III ,  an  or¬ 
dained  minister  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ ),  lives  in  Bentonsport,  Iowa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"My  Witness,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


needs.  I  continued  (in  what  I 
hoped  was  a  non-preaching  tone) 
that  we  must  heed  the  words  of  an 
old  hymn  to  “Rescue  the  perish¬ 
ing,  care  for  the  dying.” 

I  believe  our  guest  was  a  typical 
church  member.  She  was  sincerely 
concerned  about  the  ministry  of 
“her”  church.  However,  she  need¬ 
ed  to  push  those  church  walls  out 
so  that  all  of  God’s  children  are  in¬ 
cluded  and  served. 

Here  and  there 

I  shared  with  our  guests  my  belief 
that  congregations  can  provide  min- 
istry  in  both  places — here  and 
there.  Local  congregational  life 
and  work  simply  takes  time  and 
planning,  but  no  big  bucks:  Bible 
study,  prayer  groups,  and  fellow¬ 
ship  events  need  a  place  to  meet 
and  a  few  supplies. 

Worldwide,  “out  there”  minis¬ 
try — consisting  of  feeding,  cloth¬ 
ing.  healing  and  sheltering — does 
require  big  bucks  and  we  must 
provide  them,  gladly. 

So,  unrehearsed,  we  had  break¬ 
fast  conversation  about  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God.  Two  or  three  or  more 
can  discuss  the  purpose  of  the 
church,  any  time,  any  place. 

Our  guests  left  the  table  with  the 
comment:  "Great  breakfast  and 
thanks  for  the  chat.  It  was  enjoy¬ 
able,  really.” 

I  responded,  “Shalom." 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  Following  are 
excerpts  from  representative  reader 
responses  to  the  Reporter’s  Oct.  23 
interview  with  Hillary  Clinton. 

A  photo  endorsement 

Yes,  you  were  taking  a  risk  in 
your  article  “Faith  keeps  me  going” 
by  publishing  an  interview  with  Hil¬ 
lary  Clinton,  wife  of  presidential 
candidate  Bill  Clinton. 

It  included  a  lovely  picture,  but 
one  detail  which  is  conspicuous  is 
the  Clinton  button  wom  by  an  ap¬ 
plauding  woman  next  to  Hillary. 
This  looks  like  an  endorsement  of 
the  Clinton  campaign. 

Shirley  Shroyer 
Shamokin,  Pennsylvania 

It  was  exciting 

Thank  you  for  the  very  fine  inter¬ 
view  with  Hillary  Clinton.  It  was 
exciting  to  learn  that  such  a  highly 
regarded  professional  woman  as 
Hillary  lives  centered  in  her  faith 
and  in  particular  by  her  United 
Methodist  Church  tradition. 

Although  she  did  not  mention 
United  Methodist  Women,  I  can’t 
help  but  believe  that  her  concern 
for  children  and  her  work  with  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund  is  perhaps 
stimulated  by  United  Methodist 
Women  emphasis  over  the  years. 
Marge  Mayer 
Hanover  Park,  Illinois 

You  should  apologize 

Your  Q  &  A  on  Hillary  Clinton  is 
a  disgrace  to  Methodists.  I  don’t 
care  if  Barbara  Bush  was  not  avail¬ 
able  (she  was  probably  smart  in  not 
submitting  to  an  interview  by  your 
liberal  staff.)  To  run  this  one-sided 
piece  only  10  days  before  the  elec¬ 
tion  is  an  obvious  attempt  to  glorify 
the  Clintons. 

This  article  is  such  an  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  your  bias  that  you 
should  write  an  editorial  apology. 

Claude  Lovett 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

We  were  pleased 

We  are  pleased  to  read  about  Hil¬ 
lary  Clinton  and  to  know  of  her 
strong  faith  as  a  United  Methodist 
Christian.  By  “we”  I  mean  my  wife 
and  me,  lifelong  Methodists. 

Why  did  you  think  it  risky  to  run 
the  interview?  Thank  God  and  the 
Constitution,  we  have  a  free  press 
in  this  country.  In  an  earlier  edition 
you  ran  a  letter  which  was  pro-Bush 
and  a  blatant  attack  on  pro-choice 
Methodists.  So  it’s  enlightening  and 
fair  for  you  to  give  your  readers  the 
inside  story  on  Hillary  Clinton. 

Congratulations  to  Diane  Balay 
and  to  the  Reporter! 

Robert  O.  Bamey 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

I  am  incensed! 

Your  article  [on  Hillary  Clinton] 
indicates  that  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  is  just  what  I  had  always 
thought  it  was — a  political  forum 
and  a  waste  of  money. 

Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Praise  the  Lord!  O  give  thanks  to 
the  Lord,  for  he  is  good;  for  his  stead¬ 
fast  love  endures  forever.”  (NRSV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Joel  2:28) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  22 

Monday:  Psalms  95: 1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  95:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  5:1-2 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  5:3-5 
Friday:  John  12:9-11 
Saturday:  John  12:12-19 
Sunday:  Colossians  1:11-20 
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I  am  incensed!  You  are  no  better 
than  CBS,  NBC,  ABC  or  “Time” 
magazine. 

Marian  E.  Willis 
Ironton,  Missouri 

This  is  irresponsible 

This  is  an  irresponsible  act  print¬ 
ing  this  [interview]  just  days  before 
the  election.  Furthermore  the  stand 
on  abortion  [President-elect]  Clin¬ 
ton  has  taken  is  in  direct  contrast  to 
the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline. 

Terry  Frerichs 
Tellico  Plains,  Tennessee 

Allows  for  diversity 

The  Hillary  Clinton  interview 
should  not  have  been  considered  a 
“risky”  undertaking  by  the  Report¬ 
er.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
allows  for  diversity  of  theological 
viewpoints.  The  interview  did  not 
pursue  Hillary  Clinton’s  controver¬ 
sial  beliefs  regarding  today’s  cultur¬ 
al  experimentation.  For  this,  I  am 
most  grateful. 

Mrs.  Clinton  stated  that  she  was 
given  a  copy  of  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline.  1  would  encourage  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  family  to  keep  a  copy 
of  the  Discipline  in  their  home  and 
refer  to  it  as  the  church’s  position  on 
issues  we  may  not  be  certain  about. 

Virginia  Red 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 

No  need  to  apologize 

Concerning  your  editorial  ex¬ 
plaining  why  you  ran  an  interview 
with  Hillary  Clinton.  You  may  have 
been  prudent  to  run  the  disclaimer, 
but  you  had  no  need  to  apologize. 


Even  if  you  had  not  offered  Barba¬ 
ra  Bush  “equal  time”  you  had  every 
right  to  use  the  Hillary  Clinton  inter¬ 
view.  After  all,  she  has  significant  ties 
to  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

When  she  credits  our  church  with 
being  an  important  inspiration  to 
her,  I  am  glad  to  hear  her  say  so. 
Thank  you  for  printing  this  testa¬ 
ment  of  faith.  It  is  a  tribute  to  our  de¬ 
nomination  and  we  can  rejoice  in  it. 
Ruth  L.  Smith 
Van  Nuys,  California 

Excuse  not  acceptable 

I’m  glad  Mrs.  Clinton  is  a  Chris¬ 
tian  and  specifically  Methodist. 

I  find  it  unfortunate,  however,  that 
you  would  allocate  three-fourths  of 
your  editorial  page  to  this  interview 
without  a  similar  article  on  Mrs. 
Bush.  The  excuse  given  that  Mrs. 
Bush  did  not  respond  to  your  request 
for  an  interview  is  not  acceptable. 

Bill  Wallace 
Covington,  Texas 

I  strongly  object 

As  a  long-time  Methodist,  I  feel 
that  I  must  strongly  object  to  your 
decision  to  publish  the  interview 
with  Mrs.  Clinton. 

I  do  not  question  the  woman’s 
faith,  however,  publishing  it  one 
week  before  the  national  election  is 
nothing  but  pure  partisan  politics, 
in  my  opinion.  Very  transparent. 
Why  not  publish  two  months  ago  or 
a  week  later?  The  timing  of  the 
printing  of  the  interview  shows  very 
poor  judgment,  I  feel. 

Helen  L.  Huston 
Braceville,  Illinois 


*  •  m 

Hillary  Clinton 
.  . .  interview  sparked  responses 

I  was  appalled 

1  was  appalled  to  receive  the  Oct. 
23  issue  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  find  most  of  Page  2 
devoted  to  an  interview  with  Hilla¬ 
ry  Clinton. 

This  is  personally  offensive  and  I 
believe  most  inappropriate  in  a 
middle  of  a  political  campaign.  Our 
church  has  in  its  membership  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  political  persuasion,  even 
a  few  Republicans. 

I  doubt  the  intensity  of  your  efforts 
to  reach  Mrs.  Bush.  She  has  been  one 
of  the  President’s  greatest  assets 
throughout  the  campaign  and  has 
been  highly  visible  and  available  for 
TV  talk  shows,  interviews,  etc. 

Turner  O.  Lashlee 
Humboldt,  Tennessee 


Letter  FROM  the  Editor: 


Your  responses  provoke  some  thoughts 


What  a  baptism! 

One  of  my  first  decisions  as 
UMR  editor  was  to  change  my 
mind  and  concur 
with  staff  convic¬ 
tion  that  we 
should  publish  the  B  ^  k- 
Hillary  Clinton  in-  H1  vv 
terview  whether 
or  not  we  ob¬ 
tained  similar 
ones  with  Barbara 
Bush  or  Margot  )ohn  A.  Lovelace 
Perot. 

A  goodly  number  of  you  have  let 
us  know  what  you  think  of  the  deci¬ 
sion,  and  a  representative  sampling 
of  your  views  is  published  above. 

Contrary  to  my  impression  when 
the  letters  began  arriving,  your  re¬ 
sponses  were  reasonably  divided 
between  criticism  and  support.  Add 
to  the  mail-response  total  a  handful 
of  verbal  responses — mostly  favor¬ 
able — and  the  total  tilts  slightly  to 

Faithfully  yours: 


the  positive  side.  That’s  gratifying. 

Some  writers  seem  to  believe 
that,  by  publishing  the  one  inter¬ 
view  in  advance  of  the  Nov.  3  elec¬ 
tions,  the  Reporter  was  in  effect 
endorsing  or  intended  to  endorse 
Mr.  Clinton’s  candidacy.  That  is 
not  the  case. 

Our  efforts  to  secure  interviews 
with  wives  of  the  then-active  major 
candidates  began  in  mid-August. 
Our  efforts  to  reach  Mrs.  Bush  con¬ 
tinued  through  Oct.  19.  A  copy  of 
the  Oct.  23  edition  containing  the 
Hillary  Clinton  interview  was  sent 
overnight  to  Mrs.  Bush’s  press  of¬ 
fice  with  the  promise  of  similar 
space  for  an  interview  with  her  if 
her  office  would  contact  us  by  Oct. 
22.  At  no  time  over  the  two-month 
period  did  we  receive  any  acknow¬ 
ledgement  or  response  from  anyone 
associated  with  Mrs.  Bush. 

After  receiving  reader  feedback, 
we  extended  the  same  invitation  to 


Margot  Perot  that  we  did  to  Mrs. 
Bush.  We  got  no  response  from  any¬ 
one  associated  with  Mrs.  Perot. 

I’m  disappointed  if  anyone  would 
consider  withdrawing  from  United 
Methodist  membership  over  our 
having  published  this  interview  or 
any  other  interview  or  over  having 
interpreted  it  and/or  Mrs.  Clinton 
as  “too  liberal  for  me.” 

Surely  church  membership—”. . . 
I  will  support  it  with  my  prayers, 
my  presence,  my  gifts  and  my  ser¬ 
vice  . . .” — means  too  much  to  be 
wiped  out  by  a  vexed  reaction. 

1  believe  John  Wesley  had  in 
mind  people  like  Hillary  Clinton — 
and  all  of  our  letter  respondents  as 
well — when  he  said,  “If  your  heart 
is  as  my  heart,  give  me  your  hand.” 

My  hand  is  out  to  this  woman 
who  will  be  the  first  Methodist  First 
Lady  in  nearly  a  century.  I  hope 
yours  is,  too. 

—IOHNA.  LOVELACE 


I  experienced  a  Holy  Land  of  peace 


Mango  and  olive  trees  dotted  the 
countryside.  A  few  sheep  shuffled 
lazily  along  the  slope  of  a  nearby 
hill.  An  old  fishing 
boat  rocked  on  the 
gentle  waves  of 
the  lake.  A  few  or¬ 
ange  groves  and 
/  an  abundance  of 

./  oleander  gave  the 

£  Jr.  air  an  almost  holy 

...  .  fragrance. 

Richard  P.  Stark  The  road  sign 

indicated  that  Kfar  Naum  (“Caper¬ 
naum”)  was  to  the  right,  only  two 
kilometers  away. 

On  this  Sunday  morning  in  “the 
Galilee,”  peace  was  on  my  mind 
and  in  my  heart.  Inner  peace.  Politi¬ 
cal  peace.  Peace  on  Earth. 

The  view  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
from  the  Hospice  of  the  Beatitudes, 
on  a  beautiful  hillside  overlooking 
what  is  thought  to  be  the  place  where 
Jesus  delivered  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount,  was  a  grace-filled  comple¬ 
ment  to  my  peaceful,  easy  feeling. 

Our  Israeli  guide,  Oded,  pointed 
out  a  weathered  stone  tablet  with  an 
inscription  from  the  sermon,  words 
spoken  by  Jesus  generations  ago 
from  these  same  hills. 

“Blessed  are  the  peacemakers 
. . .”  (Matthew  5:9). 

Almost  prayerfully,  Oded  whis¬ 
pered  in  English,  “I  wish  everyone 
knew  that.” 

A  few  moments  later,  Oded  ex¬ 
changed  greetings  in  Italian  with  a 
nun  who  was  awaiting  a  group  that 
would  celebrate  a  Catholic  Mass  in 
the  chapel. 

“What  did  she  say?”  I  asked  him. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  RICHARD  P.  STARK 


CAPERNAUM,  Israel — A  weathered  stone  tablet  at  the  Hospice  of 
the  Beatitudes  bears  Jesus'  words  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
Its  message  of  peace  carries  what  has  become  the  prayer  of  many 
people  of  faith  for  the  current  Middle  East  peace  talks. 

“She  said  she  was  glad  to  see  us  Israel  recently  as  the  Reporter’s  rep- 


and  wanted  to  know  if  we  had 
heard  that  the  Pope  might  visit  Isra¬ 
el,”  Oded  replied.  “She  said,  ‘He’s 
coming.  It’s  nice.  But  the  important 
thing  will  be  his  message.’ 

“She  said  she  hopes  it  will  be  a 
message  of  peace,”  our  guide  con¬ 
cluded. 

This  holy  place — only  a  short 
automobile  ride  from  the  troubled  Is- 
rael-Lebanon  border  and  the  Golan 
Heights  and  Syria  and  Jordan — 
seemed  already  to  be  a  place  of 
peace.  Indeed,  for  me  it  was  a  place 
of  peace.  But  lasting  peace  is  elusive. 

In  the  five  hurried  days  I  spent  in 


resentative,  I  experienced  a  peace¬ 
ful  place  and  peaceful  people.  And  I 
heard  numerous  expressions  of 
hope  that  a  peaceful  and  just  solu¬ 
tion  will  come  soon  from  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  peace  talks. 

As  a  Christian,  I  held  that  prayerful 
hope  before  I  traveled  to  Israel.  Hav¬ 
ing  seen  the  land  and  met  some  of  the 
people,  I  pray  even  more  fervently  for 
the  Holy  Land  and  for  all  the  world — 
“May  it  be  a  message  of  peace.” 

— RICHARD  P.  STARK 

Mr.  Stark  is  Associate  Publisher 
of  the  Reporter. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


watch 


DELEGATES  OBJECT:  United  Method¬ 
ist,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  American 
Friends  delegates  to  the  recent  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  board  meeting  in  Cleveland  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  board’s  decision  to  take  no  action 
on  a  request  for  observer  status  by  the  United 
Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches.  United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  said  the  decision  leaves  the  petitioning 
church  of  homosexuals  and  lesbians  “outside.” 
“We  believe  they  should  be  granted  observer 
status,”  he  said. 

DECISION  HAILED:  The  head  of  United 
Methodism’s  ecumenical  agency  hailed  last 
week’s  decision  by  the  Church  of  England  to  or¬ 
dain  women  as  priests.  “United  Methodists 
have  been  certain  for  many  years  that  God  calls 
all  sorts  of  people  to  preach  Jesus  Christ,”  said 
the  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  head  of  the  church’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns.  Like  many  others,  Dr.  Rob¬ 
bins  agreed  that  Anglican-Roman  Catholic 
relations  “seem  damaged”  by  the  decision.  “How¬ 
ever,”  he  said,  “in  the  end  I  think  [the  decision] 
will  move  us  forward  toward  unity  in  the  church.” 

'ACTIONS  EXPRESS  UNITY':  Congre 

gations  of  the  nine  U.S.  church  bodies  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union 
have  been  called  on  to  “reach  out  to  other 
churches  in  deliberate  acts  [that]  seek  unity  with 
peace.”  In  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service,  the  Rev.  David  W.  A.  Taylor,  COCU 
general  secretary,  spoke  regarding  the  “Acts  for 
Unity  and  Justice”  project  approved  recently  by 
COCU’s  executive  committee.  Four  Methodist  de¬ 
nominations,  including  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  participate  in  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union.  The  consultation  began  30  years  ago. 

MODELS  FOR  TELLING  GOSPEL: 

During  a  closed-door  session,  United  Methodist 
bishops  agreed  recently  to  seek  new  models  for 
looking  at  the  world.  “One 
shift  is  in  communica¬ 
tions — how  we  present  the 
gospel,”  Bishop  Joseph  H. 

Yeakel  of  the  Washington 
Area,  president  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  regard¬ 
ing  the  discussions.  “While 
United  Methodism  has 
done  well  on  public  service,  loseph  Yeakel 
we  may  not  have  done  as  well  telling  and  dem¬ 
onstrating  to  people  how  to  live  the  Christian 
life  on  a  daily  basis,”  Bishop  Yeakel  said. 

WAKE-UP  CALL':  Rioters’  cries  of  “no 
justice,  no  peace”  in  Los  Angeles  earlier  this 
year  should  also  be  the  rallying  cry  of  U.S. 
Christians  concerned  about  perpetual,  debilitat¬ 
ing  racism  in  this  country,  an  assembly  of  United 
Methodist  deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
was  told  Nov.  6.  Declaring  that  the  United  States 
“has  never  lived  up  to  the  promise  of  democra¬ 
cy,”  Loretta  J.  Ross  of  the  Center  for  Democrat¬ 
ic  Renewal  in  Atlanta  urged  United  Methodists 
and  other  Christians  to  be  leaders  in  racial  heal¬ 
ing  and  justice  in  the  land  (see  related  editorial 
on  Page  2). 

STOP  WAR:  The  U.S.  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence,  social  policy  action  arm  of  the  nation’s 
Roman  Catholic  bishops,  has  asked  the  State 
Department  to  bring  pressure  on  the  warring 
factions  in  Liberia  to  end  their  hostilities.  Arch¬ 
bishop  John  Roach  of  St.  Paul-Minneapolis, 
chairman  of  the  USCC’s  Department  of  Social 
and  World  Peace,  said  the  United  States  has 
“moral  responsibility”  to  diplomatically  inter¬ 
vene  in  the  civil  war  (see  related  story  below). 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Two  UMs  view  Bolivia  church's  wrangle 


'Newscope'  editor  tells 
of  most  recent  unrest 

By  J.  RICHARD  PECK 

A  chain  of  increasingly  serious  events  has  left  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia  without  a 
clear  national  leader  and  with  1 1  Bolivian  Method¬ 
ists  charged  with  “trespassing,”  “property  damage,” 
and  “attempt  to  commit  homicide.” 

The  charges  follow  a  Nov.  3  demonstration  in  La 
Paz  protesting  a  federal  district  court  decision  that 
declared  Bishop  Carlos  Huacani  to  be  the  rightful 
bishop  of  the  12,000-member  Bolivian  church. 

This  angered  most  members  of  the  denomination 
because  they  had  voted  him  out  of  office  following 
charges  against  him  of  sexual  harassment,  misuse  of 
funds  and  the  arbitrary  dismissal  of  church  officials. 

Bishop  argues  assembly  wasn't  legal 

Bishop  Huacani  argues  that  the  Oct.  1-3  assem¬ 
bly,  which  elected  Zacarias  Mamani  to  replace  him, 
was  not  legal  because  leaders  did  not  give  him  a  six- 
month  notification  in  accordance  with  church  law. 

Church  members  disagree.  They  claim  that  the  as¬ 
sembly  was  legal  because  bylaws  permit  an  emergency 
session  if  approved  by  75  percent  of  the  coordinating 
council.  They  say  that  requirement  was  met. 

Nevertheless,  Bishop  Huacani  refuses  to  leave  the 
office,  maintains  control  of  the  church’s  checkbooks 
and  allegedly  has  mortgaged  two  church  properties 
in  an  effort  to  obtain  $  1 50,000. 

Flowever,  a  Bolivian  attorney  representing  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  intervened  with  the  bank  before  the  final 
$40,000  was  paid. 

Bishop  Huacani  also  allegedly  withdrew  some 
$88,000  from  other  accounts. 

When  asked  about  the  withdrawal,  Bishop  Hua¬ 
cani  told  “Newscope”  that  he  used  the  money  to 
buy  books  for  the  [church-operated]  bookstore  and 
will  repay  the  loan  when  the  books  are  sold. 

When  a  civil  court  ruled  that  Bishop  Huacani  was 
the  legal  bishop,  some  200  angry  Methodists  took  to 
the  streets,  carrying  signs  protesting  the  decision. 

They  went  first  to  the  courthouse,  but  on  their 
noontime  return  they  passed  in  front  of  a  13-story 
Methodist-owned  office  building  which  houses  the 
bishop’s  office  which  Bishop  Huacani  refuses  to  leave. 

Some  claim  crowd  was  taunted 

Some  persons  claim  that  workers  in  the  office 
building  taunted  the  crowd.  Others  say  that  sup¬ 
porters  of  Bishop  Huacani  only  tried  to  close  off  the 
iron  gates  to  the  building. 

In  any  case,  demonstrators  forced  their  way  past 
four  security  guards  and  church  employees.  Many  re¬ 
membered  a  Sept.  18  attempt  by  people  friendly  to 
Bishop  Huacani  to  forcibly  enter  Methodist  head¬ 
quarters.  Several  were  injured  in  that  encounter. 

Lying  in  her  hospital  bed,  Marina  Ramirez,  Bish¬ 
op  Huacani’s  secretary,  told  “Newscope”  that  when 
she  failed  to  keep  the  gate  closed  during  the  latest 
encounter,  she  retreated  to  the  top  floor  where  she, 
two  other  women  and  a  4-year-old  boy  locked  them¬ 
selves  in  Bishop  Huacani’s  office. 

We  didn’t  know  what  they  were  doing,”  said  Ms. 
Ramirez.  “We  heard  glass  breaking,  shouting,  loud 
noises  and  wood  splintering.” 

She  said  intruders  started  hammering  at  their 
door  with  a  machete,  yelling,  “Come  out,  Huacani, 
or  we’ll  kill  you.” 

Once  they  broke  through  the  door,  they  were  an¬ 
gered  not  to  find  Bishop  Huacani  there. 

Newly  elected  Bishop  Mamani  has  a  different 
view  of  the  same  event. 

“There  were  five  Huacani  supporters  at  every  level  of 
the  building  to  block  us,”  said  Bishop  Mamani.  “They 
poured  lime  down  the  stairs  at  us  and  filled  the  hallway 
with  tear  gas,  so  we  had  to  break  out  the  windows.” 

Forty-nine  demonstrators  were  initially  held,  but 
only  1 1  were  taken  to  the  police  station  where  they 
were  charged  with  damaging  property,  trespassing 
and  attempted  homicide. 


'Good  News'  article 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Two  veteran  United  Methodist  journalists  recently 

have  reported  eye-witness  impressions  of  the  escalating  fight  within  »»  »  . 

the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia.  Though  that  church  is  (|//0i?0S  ClIU  TCll  4 COHO ' 
autonomous,  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Minis-  ®  • 

tries,  based  in  New  York,  owns  dozens  of  properties  utilized  by  Boliv-  By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
ian  Methodists  (see  accompanying  chart). 


Since  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  not  sent  a  staff  member  to 
Bolivia,  the  decision  was  made  to  publish  major  excerpts  of  the  two  re¬ 
ports  with  permission  of  their  respective  publishers. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Peck  is  editor  of  “Newscope,”  a  church  leaders’ 
weekly  newsletter  published  by  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  He  went  to  Bolivia  Nov.  4-8  at  Publishing  House  expense  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Global  Ministries  board.  His  article  appeared  in 
full  in  the  Nov.  13  edition  of  “Newscope.” 

Roy  Howard  Beck,  a  former  associate  editor  of  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  and  now  a  free-lance  writer  in  Washington,  went  to  Bolivia  in 
October  at  the  request  of  “Good  News”  magazine,  published  bimonthly 
by  the  unofficial  Forum  for  Scriptural  Christianity,  Inc.  His  article  ap¬ 
pears  in  full  in  the  November/December  issue  of  the  magazine. 


What  does  the  UM 
church  own  in  Bolivia? 


Mission  exec  faces  trial 


Slander  charges  against  him 
have  been  dropped,  but  a  trial  in 
Bolivia  is  still  pending  against 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  executive  Donald  Reasoner. 


officials  a  “statement  of  declara¬ 
tion"  saying  that  his  statements  ac¬ 
cusing  Bolivian  judges  of  receiving 
bribes  during  Bishop  Carlos  Hua¬ 
cani’s  case  were  misinterpreted. 


He  faces  a  hearing  for  allegedly  The  public  apology  was  published 
in  a  Bolivian  newspaper  on  Nov.  6. 

“Donald’s  passport  has  been 
returned  to  him,”  Mr.  Harman 
said.  “He  still  faces  another  hear¬ 
ing  regarding  the  arrest,  but  he 
can  return  to  the  United  States 
after  the  trial.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


participating  in  a  Nov.  3  demon¬ 
stration  at  La  Paz  headquarters 
of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  of  Bolivia. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  chief 
executive  of  the  mission  board’s 
World  Division,  told  the  Reporter 
that  Mr.  Reasoner  gave  Bolivian 


Last  UM  missionaries  leave  Liberia  for  the  second  time 


LA  PAZ,  Bolivia — Overthrowing  the  government 
is  common  is  this  country,  which  has  averaged  one 
coup  a  year  since  independence  in  1825. 

But  when  Marina  Ramirez  arrived  for  work  at  the 
Methodist  Office  building  Aug.  18,  she  quickly  real¬ 
ized  it  was  her  church  that  was  in  the  middle  of  a 
full-blown  coup. 

The  1 3-story  bulding’s  lobby  was  filled  with  40-50 
Methodists  demonstrating  before  TV  cameras. 

Ms.  Ramirez,  secretary  to  Bishop  Carlos  Huacani, 
soon  discovered  that  they  were  from  a  large  faction  of 
Bolivians  backed  by  the  New  York-based  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

They  had  occupied  the  building  all  night,  at¬ 
tempting  to  claim  it  for  their  faction  and  to  oust  all 
supporters  of  Bishop  Huacani. 

Still  holding  them  off  that  Tuesday  morning  were 
1 1  employees  of  the  church’s  ICHTHUS  Bookstore 
on  the  ground  floor. 

Huacani  supporter  recounts  clash 

Juan  Javier,  bookstore  manager,  said  his  faction 
(pro-Huacani)  and  the  one  in  the  lobby  (Global 
Ministries-backed)  had  clashed  with  shouted  in¬ 
sults,  shoving  and  some  fisticuffs  during  the  night, 
both  sides  successfully  appealing  for  help  from 
friends  in  the  police  force. 

Ms.  Ramirez  quickly  slipped  into  the  store  to 
avoid  the  lobby. 

“I  was  afraid  one  of  them  would  try  to  get  the 
keys  to  the  bishop’s  office  from  my  purse,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Javier  wanted  to  keep  church  financial  rec¬ 
ords  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Global  Ministries- 
backed  faction.  For  almost  a  year.  Bishop  Huacani 
and  his  deputies  had  talked  of  uncovering  examples 
of  past  church  leaders  (now  in  the  Global  Ministries 
faction)  who  had  misused  church  funds  to  provide 
unethical  perks  for  church  officials. 

Mr.  Javier  insisted  that  the  overthrow  of  Bishop 
Huacani  was  being  orchestrated  to  cover  up  those 
and  other  past  misdeeds. 

The  pro-Huacani  forces  told  me  they  were  bro¬ 
ken-hearted  and  angry  that  American  Methodists 
had  thrown  their  money,  personnel  and  power  be¬ 
hind  the  usurpers. 

For  Marina  Ramirez  and  many  other  members  of 
the  large  and  long-oppressed  Aymara  Indian  minor¬ 
ity  in  Bolivia,  Bishop  Huacani  stands  as  an  admired 
Aymara  pioneer  in  breaking  barriers. 

Bishop  a  source  of  pride  to  Indians 

His  position  as  leader  of  the  autonomous  Bolivian 
church  has  been  a  source  of  fierce  pride  among  many 
Indians — one  which  they  said  they  would  not  passively 
allow  the  New  York  mission  board  to  help  take  away. 

Bishop  Huacani  and  top  church  leaders  suggested 
that  the  attempt  to  depose  them  was  related  to  their 
opposition  to  liberation  theology,  their  resistance  to  pa¬ 
ternalistic  control  from  the  New  York  mission  agency 
and  their  recent,  secondary  relationships  with  the  At¬ 
lanta-based  Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists,  an 
unofficial  agency  rejected  by  most  U.S.  bishops. 

Out  in  the  lobby,  however,  all  issues  looked  dif¬ 
ferent.  Leaders  of  the  Global  Ministries-backed  fac¬ 
tion  told  me  that  they  agreed  with  Mr.  Javier  that 
the  financial  records  were  very  important. 

They  wanted  to  seize  them  so  they  could  prove 
Bishop  Huacani  had  been  mismanaging  funds  since 
being  elected  bishop  in  January  1990.  They  were 
moving  to  prevent  him  and  his  supporters  from  a 
church  coup. 

. . .  Meanwhile,  Ms.  Ramirez  copied  all  computer 
records  onto  disks  and  erased  the  computer  memo¬ 
ry.  Late  in  the  afternoon  while  police  and  opposing 
Methodists  yelled  from  the  hall,  Ms.  Ramirez  tossed 
two  boxes  of  disks  and  paper  records  out  a  back 
window.  She  said  they  landed  12  floors  below  with¬ 
out  breaking  and  were  picked  up  on  cue  by  pro- 
Huacani  Methodists  whom  she  had  called  to  drive 
by  at  that  moment. 


HOLSION  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 

United  Methodist  missionaries  the  Rev.  William  and  Grace  War- 
nock  fled  Liberia  Nov.  7  as  civil  war  escalated  in  the  west  African 
country.  The  couple,  from  Maryville,  Tenn.,  urge  United  Nations  in¬ 
tervention  in  the  conflict. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

The  last  two  United  Methodist 
missionaries  assigned  to  Liberia 
have  again  said  “goodbye"  to  that 
country  where  three  groups  battle 
for  control. 

The  Rev.  William  and  Grace  War- 
nock  of  Maryville,  Tenn.,  returned 
to  the  United  States  last  week  after 
West  African  peace-keeping  forces 
and  Liberian  rebel  fighters  bombed 
the  capital  city  of  Monrovia. 

The  couple  escaped  Liberia  Nov. 
7  by  going  to  Freetown,  Sierra  Le¬ 
one.  They  arrived  in  the  United 
States  Nov.  1 1. 

Although  there  is  no  longer  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  pres¬ 
ence  in  Liberia,  Mr.  Wamock  said 
the  church  is  still  alive  through 
United  Methodists  led  by  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area.) 

“I  talked  to  Bishop  Kulah  for  five 
minutes  on  the  Saturday  before  I 
left,"  said  Mr.  Warnock.  “He  is  do¬ 
ing  all  right.  He  will  be  in  Liberia 
for  a  while  longer  but  plans  to  come 
to  the  States  soon”  (see  related  sto¬ 
ry  at  right). 

A  clergy  member  of  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference,  Mr.  Wamock 
described  to  the  Reporter  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  the  three-year  civil  war  be¬ 
tween  rebel  leader  Charles  Taylor 


Bishop  targeted  again  by  rebels 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur 
F.  Kulah  has  again  been  threatened 
for  trying  to  attain  peace  in  Liberia. 

In  a  newsletter  dated  Oct.  22  and 
sent  to  the  church's  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  Bishop  Kulah  said  his  efforts 
to  negotiate  a  halt  in  hostilities  be¬ 
tween  Liberian  rebel  leader  Charles 


Taylor  and  the  interim  government 
had  been  to  no  avail. 

The  bishop  told  of  being  held  at 
gunpoint  at  a  roadblock  until  peace¬ 
keeping  forces  could  establish  his 
identity. 

"By  the  way,”  his  newsletter  con¬ 
tinued,  “there  is  a  price  on  my  head 
with  ‘wanted’  posters  outside  Mon¬ 
rovia.  Pray  for  us.” 


and  his  opponent,  Prince  Johnson. 

Last  month  the  internal  struggle 
to  control  Liberia  became  an  inter¬ 
national  incident  after  five  U.S. 
nuns  were  shot  to  death  near  their 
convent  three  miles  outside  Monro¬ 
via.  Also  killed  during  that  period 
were  three  Liberian  novices  and 
Simeon  Russell,  the  son  of  John 
Russell,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  College  of  West 
Africa  in  Monrovia. 

The  missionary  said  the  nuns’ 
deaths  could  have  been  avoided  if 
the  United  States  government  had 
not  ignored  Liberia’s  war. 

“The  United  Nations  must  inter¬ 
vene  to  put  an  end  to  this  continu¬ 
ous  fighting  in  Liberia,”  said  Mr. 
Wamock.  “This  is  the  only  African 
country  which  Americans  helped 


found.  Why  don’t  we  say  anything 
about  it?  Where  is  our  State  Depart¬ 
ment  in  all  this? 

“When  I  think  about  the  Liberian 
friends  that  I  hold  very  dear  it’s 
painful  to  see  their  faces.  Their 
faces  and  eyes  are  dark.  They  are 
tired.  There  is  no  way  for  the 
church  in  Monrovia  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  the  church  in  the  rest  of 
Liberia  because  of  the  severity  of 
the  situation.” 

When  asked  what  American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  can  do  to  help  church 
members  in  Liberia,  Mr.  Wamock  re¬ 
plied,  “All  we  can  do  is  pray. 

“I  think  we  are  so  used  to  want¬ 
ing  to  send  food  and  supplies  that 
we  fail  to  remember  the  power  of 
prayer,  especially  in  our  society 
when  we  are  so  goal  oriented.” 


CLASSIFIED 


2100-MEMBER  CHURCH  NEEDS  full-time 
Music  Director  Januaiy  1,  1993.  Fully  graded 
music  program  with  9  vocal  groups  and  1 1 
handbell  ensembles.  Send  resume  to:  Senior 
Pastor,  Greggton  United  Methodist  Church 
P-O.  Box  150086,  Longview,  TX  75615. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S 

Ministry,  First  UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue.  Dal 
las,  TX  75201.  (214)  220-2727.  Send  resumes 
to:  Karen  Spencer  by  November  30th. 


COMMUNITY  PARTNERS,  INC.  seek. 

Christian  volunteers  in  primary  education  for 
one  year  in  Dominican  Republic.  Volunteers 
will  be  working  alongside  Dominican  teachers 
introducing  them  to  creative  teaching  methods 
with  underprivileged  children.  Experience  of 
Spanish  essential.  Volunteers  will  seek  own 
sponsorship.  Write:  COPA,  North  United 
Methodist  Church,  4726  North  Tamiami  Trail, 
Sarasota,  FL  34234  for  details. 


COORDINATOR  OF  PASTORAL  Counseling 

for  South  Georgia  Conference.  Ordination  ana 
suitable  masters  degree  required  for  part-time 
position.  Resume:  David  Johnson,  3500  River- 
sideDr.,  Macon.  GA  31210. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Minis¬ 

try.  2800-member  evangelical  church  with 
strong  music  tradition.  Responsible  for  devel¬ 
oping  comprehensive  music  ministry  including 
adult,  children,  youth,  bells.  Need  Christian 
commitment;  spiritual  approach  to  music; 
bachelor’s  degree  in  music;  minimum  five  years 
in  church  music;  communication  skills;  clean, 
clear  directing  technique;  desire  to  recruit, 
teach  volunteers  and  choir  members;  enthusias¬ 
tic  positive  approach  to  ministry.  Salary  and 
benefits  are  negotiable.  Send  resumes  and  tapes 
Attn:  Search  Committee,  Christ  Church  United 
Methodist,  4845  NE  25th  Ave..  Fort  Lauder- 
dale,  FL  33308  by  January  1 ,  1 993 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries  wanted  by  early  1993.  Desire  an  experi¬ 
enced  and  certified  youth  director,  lav  or 
clergy,  to  build  a  substantial  ministry  with  ju¬ 
nior  and  senior  high  youth  and  adults  18-25  in 
central  Louisiana.  Salary  S28.000---  based  on 
experience.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Rev.  Charlie  Langford.  FUMC,  2727  Jackson 
Street.  Alexandria.  LA  71301,  by  December  I 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S 

Ministries  needed  for  fast-growing  1300-mem¬ 
ber  church.  Position  opened  on  November  1. 
Maintain  good  present  ministries  and  expand. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Larry  Mad- 
din.  St.  Timothy  UMC.  335  Highwav  3228, 
Mandevillc,  LA  70448. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

AWARD-WINNING  VIDEO:  Chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Promise,”  a  videotape  produced  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  about  min¬ 
istries  for  children  at  risk  in  the  U.S.,  will  re¬ 
ceive  a  “Golden  Eagle"  award  from  the  Council 
on  International  Nontheatrical  Events  (CINE) 
Dec.  3  in  Washington.  J.  Fred  Rowles,  produc¬ 
er-director  of  the  video  for  the  denomination’s 
Advance  Special  program,  said  the  selection 
makes  “Children  of  the  Promise”  eligible  for 
placement  in  international  festivals,  and  also 
for  consideration  for  an  Oscar.  The  video  re¬ 
ceived  the  Bronze  Plaque  Award  from  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  (Ohio)  International  Film  and  Video 
Festival  Oct.  22. 

NEW  LEADERSHIP  TEAM:  Bishop 

Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Seattle  Area)  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
Elected  as  vice  presidents  and  division  leaders 
at  the  agency’s  recent  1993-96  organizing  meet¬ 
ing  were:  the  Rev.  J.  Jeannette  Cooper  of  New¬ 
ark,  Ohio,  Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries; 
the  Rev.  J.  Allen  Norris  Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C., 
Higher  Education;  Linda  C.  Marshall  of  Bill¬ 
ings,  Mont.,  Diaconal  Ministry;  and  the  Rev. 
Lawrence  McCleskey,  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry. 

OLDEST  PERSON  IN  THE  U.S.?  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist  laywoman  Margaret  Skeete, 
1 1 4,  has  received  a  letter  from  the  “Guinness 
Book  of  Facts”  stating  that  she  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  in  a  future  edition  of  the  book  as  the  old¬ 
est  living  person  in  the  United  States.  Mrs. 
Skeete  was  born  in  1878  in  Rockport,  Texas, 
but  has  lived  in  Radford,  Va.,  for  the  last  40 
years.  She  is  a  member  of  Grove  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Radford. 

RECONCILING:  Seven  United  Methodist 

congregations  have  joined  the  Reconciling  Con¬ 
gregation  Program  since  the  denomination’s 
General  Conference  in  May.  This  brings  the  to¬ 
tal  to  60.  Reconciling  congregations  are  those 
that  publicly  declare  that  they  welcome  all  per¬ 
sons,  including  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Latest 
congregations  to  issue  such  declarations  are:  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  Los  Angeles;  Mayfair  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Chicago;  Osterville  (Mass.)  United 
Methodist  Church;  First  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco;  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Corvallis,  Ore.;  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  and 
Fair  Oaks  (Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church  court  okays  abortion-rights  backing 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


BROOKLINE,  Mass.— Sup¬ 
port  of  the  controversial  Reli¬ 
gious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  by  United  Methodist 
agencies  is  consistent  with  the 
church’s  official  stance  on  abor¬ 
tion,  the  denomination’s  highest 
court  ruled  recently. 

In  a  unanimous  opinion,  the 
nine-member  Judicial  Council 
upheld  an  action  earlier  this  year 
.by  the  church’s  top  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  supporting  RCAR.  The 
General  Conference  rejected  by 
37  votes  a  motion  to  terminate 
United  Methodist  participation 
in  the  abortion-rights  group  that 
will  mark  its  20th  anniversary  in 
1993. 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  are 
charter  members  of  the  coalition 
that  now  includes  about  35  reli¬ 
gious  and  public-interest  groups. 

Chiquita  Smith,  a  staff  executive 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  heads 
RCAR  directors.  RCAR’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  Ann  Thompson 
Cook,  attends  Dumbarton  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 

Despite  recent  rumors  to  the 
contrary,  RCAR  continues  to  rent 
office  space  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Building  in  Washington. 

Neither  Church  and  Society  nor 
the  Women’s  Division  has  given 
direct  financial  support  to  the  co¬ 


alition  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  Oct.  30  Judicial  Council 
decision  is  in  accord  with  an  ear¬ 
lier  decision  affirming  a  ruling  by 
Bishop  David  J.  Lawson  (Illinois 
Area),  while  he  was  bishop  in 
Wisconsin.  At  that  time,  Bishop 
Lawson  ruled  that  nothing  in 
RCAR’s  written  statements  con¬ 


flicts  with  the  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles — the  church’s 
collection  of  statements  on  social 
issues — dealing  with  abortion. 

The  RCAR  decision  was  one  of 
eight  decisions  handed  down  by 
the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court”  during  its  Oct.  28-30  ses¬ 
sion.  Two  docket  items  were  car¬ 


ried  over  to  April. 

Among  other  decisions,  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  ruled: 

✓  Ministers  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations  are  answerable  to  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  and 
church  law  relating  to  character 
and  conduct  when  they  are  serving 
United  Methodist  congregations; 


•f  A  recommendation  by  a 
bishop's  cabinet  is  required  for 
reinstatement  of  a  clergy  member 
of  a  conference; 

7  No  conflict  exists  between 
the  church’s  consultative  process 
for  clergy  appointments  and  the 
authority  of  a  bishop  to  deter¬ 
mine  appointments. 


What 
is  the^ 
Judicial  Council? 

Tht  Judicial  Council  is  composed 
of  nine  people  who  ere  members  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Candidates  ere  nominated  by  the 
Council  ot  Bishops  and  are  elected  by 
the  General  Conferanca— the  church'a 
top  policy-making  body. 

Among  Its  duties,  the  Judicial 
Council  determines  the 
constitutionality  of  General 
Conference  actions;  rulings  of 
bishops;  and  actions  of  annual 
conferences,  such  as  structural 
reorganizations. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  ROBERT  LEAR 

BOSTON — Gathering  for  their  first  meeting  recently  are  members  of  the  1993-96  Judicial 
Council.  Seated  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  John  G.  Corry  of  Nashville;  the  Rev.  Wayne  Coffin  of 
Oklahoma  City,  secretary;  Tom  Matheny  of  Hammond,  La.,  president;  Sally  AsKew  of  Elberton, 
Ga.,  vice  president.  Standing  are  (from  left)  Wesley  Bailey  of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.;  Evelynn  S. 
Caterson  of  Absecon,  N.J.;  the  Rev.  Theodore  H.  Walter  of  North  Augusta,  S.C.;  the  Rev.  Susan 
Henry-Crowe  of  Atlanta;  and  the  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes,  Jr.,  of  Dallas. 


Jubilation >  disappointment  greet  demise  of  'UMCare' 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

BROOKLINE,  Mass.— Reac¬ 
tion  to  the  demise  of  “UMCare,” 
a  denominationwide  health  in¬ 
surance  plan,  has  ranged  from  ju¬ 
bilation  to  disappointment. 

The  controversial,  mandatory 
plan  adopted  by  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  to 
cover  health-care  costs  for  virtual¬ 
ly  all  the  denomination’s  clergy 
and  some  lay  employees  was  de¬ 
clared  unconstitutional  Oct.  30  by 


a  split  decision  of  the  Judicial 
Council,  the  church’s  “supreme 
court”  (see  UMR  Nov.  6  and  1 3). 

Four  members  of  the  court  who 
voted  with  the  majority  signed  a 
concurring  opinion  saying  the 
mandatory  plan  is  unconstitution¬ 
al  because  it  is  not  “distinctively 
connectional.”  This  is  a  reference 
to  United  Methodism’s  keystone 
concept  of  a  decentralized  organi¬ 
zational  structure. 

Also,  the  four  said,  “UMCare” 
violates  rights  “traditionally  re¬ 


served"  to  annual  conferences  and 
congregations  in  areas  such  as  set¬ 
ting  clergy  compensation. 

The  concurring  opinion  was 
signed  by  Evelynn  S.  Caterson  of 
Absecon,  N.J.;  Wesley  Bailey  of 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  and  the  Revs. 
Wayne  Coffin  of  Oklahoma  City 
and  John  G.  Corry  of  Nashville. 

The  Rev.  Susan  T.  Henry-Crowe 
of  Atlanta,  who  voted  against  the 
majority,  reserved  the  right  to  file  a 
dissenting  opinion  later. 

Among  opponents  of  “UM¬ 


Care”  cheered  by  the  decision 
was  the  Rev.  Charles  E.  Lippse  of 
Johnson  City,  Tenn. 

Mr.  Lippse  is  a  former  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference’s  pensions  board  and  a 
leader  in  opposition  to  “UM¬ 
Care.” 

The  Holston  conference  “can 
continue  with  the  program  we 
have  now  that  we  feel  is  superior 
(to  “yMCare”)  and  less  expen¬ 
sive,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  chief 


executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  said 
that  although  he  is  disappointed, 
the  detailed  study  and  work  that 
went  into  creating  “UMCare” 
“was  not  a  waste  of  time.” 

Mr.  Parker  said  the  board 
learned  a  lot  and  may  try  to  in¬ 
corporate  some  “UMCare”  fea¬ 
tures  into  the  board’s  present 
Hospitalization  and  Medical  Ex¬ 
pense  Plan;  Thirty-two  annual 
conferences  voluntarily  partici¬ 
pate  in  that  plan. 
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560  pages  ot  VALUABLE  worship 
resource  material 


The  official  new  Book  of 
Worship  for  our  denomination 
has  been  approved  and  is  now 
available  (October.  1992). 
Developed  with  input  from 
worship  leaders  from  across  our 
denomination,  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship,  1992 
is  invaluable  for  pastors, 
musicians,  and  laypersons  who 
plan  and  lead  worship  in  local 
congregations. 

Outstanding  features  include 
an  extensive  collection  of 
worship  material  (services, 
liturgies,  litanies,  prayers,  music, 
and  other  acts  of  worship); 
thousands  of  references  to  the 
Hymnal;  expanded  instructions 
in  portions  of  services  which  are 
included  in  the  Hymnal; 
Scripture  readings  based  on  the 
NRSV;  multicultural  worship 
material;  and  acts  of  worship 
organized  by  the  calendar  of  the 
Christian  Year  from  Advent 
through  After  Pentecost 


Three  editions  of  the  United 
Methodist  Book  of  Worship,  1992 
are  available: 

Regular  (Hardcover)  Edition. 

Complete  Book  of  Worship 
contains  26  pages  of  service 
music  (includes  tune  line  only 
for  most  selections).  Attractive 
two-color  cover  stamping.  A01 
#035724.  Black,  $24.95 

Genuine  Leather  Edition.  All 

contents  of  the  Hardcover 
Edition  bound  in  black  pigskin 
leather.  A01 
#035732.  $49.95 

Accompaniment  (Keyboard) 
Edition.  Contains  full 
accompaniments  to  all  music 
found  in  the  Book  of  Worship. 
Available  as  set  of  looseleaf 
sheets,  drilled  to  fit  into  the 
Keyboard  Edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  A01 
#035740.  $9.95 
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Keeping  Your 
Children  Safe 

.4  Practical  Guide  lor  Parents 
Promoting  Physical, 
Emotional,  Spiritual,  anti 
Intellectual  Well-Being. 

Ages  2-20 
Bellle  B.  Youngs 
Hard  $18.00 

“This  book  is  a  treasurehou.se 
of  information.  It  does  for 
parents  of  growing  families 
what  Dr.  Spock's  book  did 
years  ago  for  parents  with 
babies."  —  Bruce  Larson.  Co¬ 
paster.  The  Crystal  Cathedral. 
Garden  Grove.  California 
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Florida  bishop  says  recovery  from 
Hurricane  Andrew  will  take  years 


By  TOM  HUGHES 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— 
Stating  that  “years  will  be  required  in 
the  rehabilitation 
effort”  following 
Hurricane  Andrew, 

Bishop  H.  Has- 
brouck  Hughes  Jr. 

(Florida  Area)  re¬ 
cently  thanked  the 
church’s  Council 
of  Bishops  for  their 
pastoral  concern 
throughout  the  Hasbrouck  Hughes 
church’s  relief  efforts. 

“The  Miami  District  is  not  a  great 
stronghold  of  Methodism — 2  million 
population,  22,000  United  Method¬ 
ists,”  said  Bishop  Hughes.  “But  the 
leadership  evidenced  in  this  catastro¬ 
phe,  supported  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  connection,  should  serve  as  a 
model  for  disaster  relief  elsewhere. 

“This  catastrophe  offers  no  short¬ 
term  solutions.  Years  will  be  required 
in  the  rehablitation  effort.  We’re  in  it 
for  the  long  haul  and  ask  your  contin¬ 
ued  prayers  in  this  ministry.” 

After  Hurricane  Andrew  ravaged 
the  Florida  and  Louisiana  coasts  in 
September,  a  special  appeal  was 
made  to  the  entire  church  by  the 
100-member  Council  of  Bishops  for 
financial  gifts  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

The  Florida  bishop  proudly  told  his 
peers  in  the  council  that  United 
Methodists,  led  by  the  Rev.  David 
Brewer,  Miami  District  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  the  Rev.  Anne  Burkholder, 
disaster  coordinator,  through  the  help 
of  UMCOR  and  countless  others,  are 
“rendering  a  remarkable  ministry  of 

UM  Women  extend 
Iowa  ministry's  lease 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)— 
The  lease  for  Hawthorn  Hill,  a  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  social  services  minis¬ 
try,  has  been  extended  through  1995 
by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Iowa  United  Methodists  had  been 
concerned  about  reports  that  the 
building  where  the  ministry  is  locat¬ 
ed  would  be  sold. 


relief  and  rehabilitation.” 

The  district  has  received: 

7  132  semi-tractor  trailer  loads 
of  food  and  other  essentials; 

7  97  24-to-28-foot  “straight” 
trucks; 

✓  149  vans,  cars  and  pickups  at 
the  Lester  Coggins  Warehouse,  the 
distribution  hub  in  Miami  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  relief  materials. 

✓  1,770  volunteers  for  food  dis¬ 
tribution,  home  repairs,  cleanup, 


child  care,  counseling,  office  assis¬ 
tance  and  countless  other  tasks. 

“Many  groups  will  be  needed 
over  the  next  two  or  three  years, 
and  many  are  on  schedule  for  the 
months  ahead,”  Bishop  Hughes 
said. 

Mr.  Hughes  (no  relation  to  Bish¬ 
op  Hughes)  is  editor  ol  the  Florida 
conference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review. 
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Who  will  keep  peace  in  Liberia? 


By  PHILIP  DINE 

Religious  News  Service 

A  bloody  civil  war  in  Liberia,  a 
conflict  whose  latest  toll  is  five 
American  nuns,  is  nearing  a  show¬ 
down,  according  to  a  U.S.  expert  on 
Africa, 

“This  is  not  going  to  last  much 
longer,”  said  Willard  R.  Johnson, 
specialist  on  African  politics  at  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
who  sees  three  options  for  the  end: 

■  Rebel  forces  led  by  Charles 
Taylor  will  try  to  take  over  Monro¬ 
via,  Liberia’s  capital  city,  and  there¬ 
by  complete  their  takeover  of  the 
country; 

■  West  African  peace-keeping 
troops  will  beef  up  their  forces  and 
head  off  the  attack; 

■  The  United  States  or  United 
Nations  will  step  in. 

Mr.  Johnson,  co-founder  of  a 
black-American  foreign  policy  lob¬ 
bying  group  in  Washington  known 
as  Trans-Africa,  thinks  the  third  op¬ 
tion  offers  the  most  hope. 

The  five  American  nuns  found 


dead  recently  had  been  missing  for 
a  week  in  an  area  near  Monrovia. 

One  force  controls 

The  area,  plus  80  percent  of  Libe¬ 
ria's  countryside,  is  controlled  by 
the  National  Patriotic  Front,  as  Mr. 
Taylor’s  rebels  are  known.  They  are 
responsible  for  the  bitter  conflict 
engulfing  Liberia,  a  nation  about 
the  size  of  Louisiana,  since  1989, 
the  year  that  Mr.  Taylor  began  try¬ 
ing  to  seize  control  by  invading 
from  the  neighboring  Ivory  Coast. 

Two  years  ago  Mr.  Taylor’s  forces 
ousted  longtime  Liberian  leader 
Samuel  Doe,  who  had  seized  power 
in  a  coup  a  decade  ago  and  won 
elections  in  1985. 

The  elections  were  condemned  by 
a  number  of  international  observers 
but  condoned  by  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Doe’s  government  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  several  failed  coup  attempts 
in  the  mid-1980s. 

Among  factors  prompting  dissi¬ 
dent  groups  to  move  militarily,  Mr. 
Johnson  said,  was  U.S.  approval  of 


“blatantly  fraudulent  elections.” 

More  than  a  year  ago,  various  Li¬ 
berian  parties  created  an  interim 
government  backed  by  West  Afri¬ 
can  forces.  The  goal  was  to  provide 
conditions  conducive  to  an  election 
and  a  peaceful  transition  to  a  legiti¬ 
mate  government. 

But  Mr.  Taylor’s  forces  control 
much  of  the  country,  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  moved  too  slowly  to  back 
the  neutral  government,  Mr.  John¬ 
son  said.  Recently  some  West  Afri¬ 
can  forces  were  captured  by 
Taylor’s  forces. 

Carter  visits  country 

Former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
visited  Liberia  a  few  weeks  ago  and 
applied  international  pressure  to., 
help  free  some  West  African  troops, 
prompting  Taylor  to  step  up  his 
military  efforts. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  aim  now,  Mr.  John¬ 
son  said,  is  to  show  that  he  controls 
the  country. 

West  African  forces  met  recently 
and  gave  Mr.  Taylor  a  deadline  for 


improving  conditions.  He  respond¬ 
ed  by  attacking  their  camps  around 
Monrovia.  The  city  is  without  water 
and  virtually  without  communica¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  feels  that  the 
United  States  and  other  Western 
powers  should  support  West  African 
forces  and  signal  Mr.  Taylor  that  his 
military  effort  would  be  resisted. 

“I  think  he’s  felt  it  wouldn’t  be,” 
Mr.  Johnson  said,  and  as  a  result 
"the  whole  population  of  Liberia  is 
being  held  hostage.” 

Until  the  past  few  years,  Liberia 
had  close  ties  to  the  United  States. 

Independent  since  1847,  Liberia 
is  the  oldest  republic  in  Africa  and 
the  only  nation  in  black  Africa  nev¬ 
er  to  have  been  under  colonial  rule. 
Many  of  its  early  settlers  were 
American  slaves. 

Since  1989,  as  many  as  I  million 
of  Liberia’s  2.5  million  residents  are 
believed  to  have  fled  to  neighboring 
countries.  U.S.  forces  evacuated 
Americans  in  1990  when  Monrovia 
was  under  siege. 
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Landry  to  host  NBC  special 

"Thanksliving,"  a  documentary  hosted  by  longtime  Dallas 
Cowboys  coach  Tom  Landry  (standing)  will  be  aired  during  the 
Thanksgiving  holidays  on  NBC-TV.  Produced  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Commission  in  cooperation  with 
the  Interfaith  Broadcasting  Commission,  it  features  people 
who  say  thanks  in  often  thankless  situations.  With  Mr.  Landry 
are  paraplegic  Rob  Bryant  and  recovering  lymphoma  victim 
Wendy  Harpham. 


Review: 


Migrants  win  from  church  'adoptions' 
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EDENVILLE,  Pa. — Coetta  Ramsey  of  Edenville  United  Methodist 
Church  serves  lasagna  to  Daniel  Ballou.  Each  year,  several  churches 
cooperate  to  serve  a  thank-you  meal  to  the  itinerant  fruit  workers 
who  come  to  harvest  peaches  and  apples  in  the  region. 


TV  series  weaving 
old  material  into  new 


By  BONNIE  HELLUM  BRECHBILL 

EDENVILLE,  Pa.— It  would  be 
easy  for  some  600  to  800  migrant 
fruit  harvesters  to  feel  like  strangers 
in  a  strange  land. 

Each  August,  following  the  har¬ 
vest  northward  from  Florida,  they 
arrive  in  Franklin  County,  Pa„  in 
time  to  harvest  apples  and  peaches. 
Some  are  from  Haiti,  some  from 
Guatemala,  some  from  Mexico. 

But,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  sever¬ 
al  churches  in  the  Adopt-A-Camp 
program,  an  outreach  of  the  Fruit- 
belt  Farm  Worker  Christian  Minis¬ 
try,  some  of  these  fruit  workers  are 
feeling  more  at  home  in  Franklin 
County. 

“We  hear  from  the  workers  that 
they  like  to  come  to  this  area,”  said 
the  Rev.  Ray  Kauffman,  executive 
director  of  the  ministry. .... 

“There  are  good  services  (for  the 
migrants).  They  also  say  they  feel 
more  accepted  here.” 

One-third  of  camps  adopted 

Mr.  Kauffman  credits  the  spiritual 
input  of  local  churches.  He  added  that 
of  the  20  migrant  camps  in  the  coun¬ 
ty,  about  one-third  are  “adopted.” 

The  Fort  Loudon  and  Edenville 
United  Methodist  churches  have 
each  adopted  one  of  the  four  camps 
of  Mountain  Brook  Orchards,  Inc., 
for  the  past  three  years. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Keith 
Rockwell,  pastor  of  both  churches, 
the  number  of  workers  in  the  camp 
fluctuates  weekly  but  averages 
about  60  people. 

Church  members  give  out  health 
kits  containing  a  towel,  washcloth, 
toothbrush,  toothpaste  and  soap 
when  the  migrants  arrive,  because 
“these  people  don’t  carry  a  whole 
lot  with  them,”  he  said. 

“We  give  them  (sufficient)  per- 


Jesus.  still  lead  on 
Till  our  rest  be  won; 

And  although  the  way  be  cheerless, 
We  will  follow,  calm  and  fearless: 
Guide  us  by  thy  hand 
To  our  fatherland. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn,  written  in  1721  by  Ni¬ 
kolaus  Ludwig  von  Zinzendorf,  re¬ 
flects  his  zeal  for  faithfulness  in 
Christian  living  and  the  missionary 
enthusiasm  of  the  Moravians,  with 
whom  he  was  identified. 

Born  of  a  noble  family,  he  left  the 
University  at  Wittenberg  at  age  19 
and  traveled  extensively  in  Europe. 


By  SUSAN  SIMKO 

FORT  WORTH— With  help 
from  community  leaders,  trustees, 
students  and  donors,  Southwestern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  re¬ 
cently  officially  opened  its  $3.5  mil¬ 
lion  Kathryn  Sullivan  Bowld  Music 
Library. 

Seminary  President  Russell  H. 
Dilday  called  the  library  another 
step  in  the  fulfillment  of  Southwes¬ 
tern’s  84-year-old  dream  to  reach 
the  world  for  Christ. 

“There’s  a  real  sense  in  which 
this  building  has  already  been  dedi- 


sonal  supplies  to  last  them  through 
the  season.” 

Last  year,  when  the  weather  was 
hot  and  dry  and  the  fruit  workers 
were  in  the  orchards  12  hours  a  day, 
the  church  people  held  ice  cream 
socials  for  them,  Mr.  Rockwell  said. 

“This  year  it’s  mostly  been  just 
going  out  and  making  sure  their 
needs  are  met,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Rockwell  said  the  program 
has  been  well  accepted  by  the  fruit 
workers. 

“In  the  three  years  we’ve  had  a 
camp,  I’ve  seen  the  migrant  workers 
begin  to  come  out  of  their  shells. 

“Three  years  ago,  they  came  in,  did 
their  work  and  left,”  he  continued. 
“Now  they  are  experiencing  a  great 
love  and  warmth  from  (the  local 
churches)  that  they  hadn’t  expected. 

Community  not  as  foreign 

“They  understand  and  appreciate 
the  community  around  them — it’s 
not  as  foreign  to  them  as  it  used  to 
be.” 

Mr.  Rockwell  added  that  local 
people  have  begun  to  appreciate  the 
migrants’  work. 

“These  people  do  their  work  and 
they  do  it  well.  This  is  what  they 
feel  they’re  called  to  do.  It’s  not  an 
easy  life,  (but)  without  them,  the 
apples  wouldn’t  get  off  the  trees.” 

Mountain  Brook  owner  Jerry 
Edwards  provides  rooms,  kitchens 
and  food  for  his  workers. 

“Mr.  Edwards  does  a  good  job  of 
providing  facilities,”  Mr.  Rockwell 
said. 

The  other  two  camps  of  Moun¬ 
tain  Brook  are  adopted  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Cham- 
bersburg  and  Falling  Spring  Presby¬ 
terian  Church. 

Each  year  the  four  churches  work 
together  to  provide  a  thank-you 
dinner  for  the  workers. 


In  1722  he  inherited  a  large  estate 
in  Saxony. 

Impressed  by  the  devotion  of  a 
group  of  religious  refugees  known 
as  the  Moravian  Brethren,  he  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  settle  on  his  estate.  A 
village  was  established  that  they 
called  Hermhut  (the  Lord’s  shelter), 
and  by  1732  more  than  600  Mora¬ 
vian  Brethren  were  living  there. 

From  this  settlement,  about  45 
miles  east  of  Dresden,  came  the 
Moravian  Church,  with  von  Zin¬ 
zendorf  as  its  leader. 

He  became  a  prolific  writer  of 
hymns,  and  before  he  died  in  1760 
he  had  written  more  than  200. 


cated,”  Dr.  Dilday  said  during  a 
special  chapel  service. 

“It  was  dedicated  in  1908  when 
this  institution  was  founded  and 
chartered  by  the  dream  of  Dr. 
(B.H.)  Carroll  for  the  training  of 
people  whom  God  calls  to  serve  as 
ministers  and  missionaries  around 
the  world. 

“It  was  dedicated  when  the 
school  of  music  was  instituted  here 
to  give  special  training  to  church 
musicians  for  the  future  work  and 
ministry  of  God’s  Kingdom. 

“So  what  we  have  today  is  a  kind 


Each  church  contributed  a  menu 
item  for  this  year’s  meal.  Some  175 
people  played  softball,  soccer  and 
volleyball  and  enjoyed  lasagna,  sal¬ 
ad,  rolls  and  homemade  cookies.  A 
worship  service  followed  the  meal. 

“Hearing  ’Amazing  Grace’  sung 


. . .  The  group  moved 
to  Pennsylvania  and 
joined  another  group  . . . 
that  arrived  on  Christmas 
Day  in  1741.  The  date  of 
their  arrival  inspired  the 
name  they  gave  the 
settlement,  Bethlehem. 

Strong  missionary  zeal  was  a  hall¬ 
mark  of  the  Moravians. 

Their  first  missionaries — two 
men — went  to  the  West  Indies  in 


of  public  acknowledgment  of  a  ded¬ 
ication  that  in  an  inner  way  has  al¬ 
ready  taken  place.” 

Linda  Allmand,  director  of  librar¬ 
ies  for  Fort  Worth,  read  a  procla¬ 
mation  on  behalf  of  Mayor  Kay 
Granger.  Ms.  Granger  had  pro¬ 
claimed  Oct.  20  as  Southwestern 
Seminary  and  Kathryn  Sullivan 
Bowld  Day  in  Fort  Worth. 

The  mayor’s  proclamation  noted 
Southwestern’s  economic  and  mor¬ 
al  contributions  to  Fort  Worth.  She 
said  the  seminary  “represents  the 
kind  of  institution  that  makes  Fort 


in  four  languages — English,  Span¬ 
ish,  French  Creole  and  a  dialect  of 
French  Creole — seeing  these  people 
come  together — it  was  a  wonderful 
sight,”  Mr.  Rockwell  said. 

Ms.  Brechbill  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er  in  Chambersburg,  Pa. 


1732.  Three  years  later  a  group  left 
for  the  colony  of  Georgia  in  America. 

After  a  brief  stay  in  Georgia,  the 
group  moved  to  Pennsylvania  and 
joined  another  group  from  Herm¬ 
hut  that  arrived  on  Christmas  Day 
in  1741.  The  date  of  their  arrival  in¬ 
spired  the  name  they  gave  the  set¬ 
tlement,  Bethlehem. 

The  English  translation  of  Zinzen- 
dorfs  German  hymn  was  made  by 
Jane  L.  Borthwick  in  1846.  It  has  be¬ 
come  accepted  for  almost  1 50  years 
as  the  finest  translation  of  this  hymn. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Lift  Up  Your  Heads " 


Worth  a  great  place  to  live.” 

Ms.  Bowld,  the  library’s  namesake, 
first  arrived  on  the  seminary  campus 
in  1930  to  pursue  her  dream  of  be¬ 
coming  an  “evangelistic  pianist.”  She 
completed  a  degree  in  organ  in  1933 
and  50  years  later  returned  to  South¬ 
western  to  earn  a  master  of  music  de¬ 
gree  in  conducting. 

Along  with  historical  and  theoret¬ 
ical  documents  about  music,  the 
new  library  houses  more  than 
2  1 1 ,000  printed  musical  scores, 
several  thousand  recordings  and  an 
extensive  collection  of  hymns. 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  weekly 
television  series  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications,  continues 
to  have  too  many  repeated  seg¬ 
ments  in  its  seventh  season. 

It  is  managing,  however,  to  weave 
old  material  fairly  gracefully  into 
new  single-focus  programs. 

The  episode  for  the  week  of  Nov. 
29-Dec.  5,  for  example,  concen¬ 
trates  on  “grass-roots  heroes,” 
Christians  who  make  a  difference  in 
our  world  while  receiving  little  at¬ 
tention  in  the  secular  media. 

We  meet  the  Rev.  Debbie  Tate, 
who  started  “Grandma’s  House,” 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  for  babies 
who  are  abused,  abandoned,  ne¬ 
glected — and  also  HIV  infected. 

Then  we  revisit  the  Alpha  Center 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sidney,  Ohio,  where  evangelism 
in  an  economically-depressed  town 
led  Russell  Bunker  to  help  begin  a 
community  center  for  youths  and 
adults. 

Next  we  go  to  a  race  track  in  Al¬ 
buquerque  where  a  “backside” 
chaplain  ministers  to  those  mired  in 
the  squalor  which  lies  behind  the 
gambling  industry. 

Co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  also  inter¬ 
views  John  Graham,  whose  “Gi¬ 
raffe  Project,”  like  “Catch  the 
Spirit,”  sings  the  praises  of  unsung 
heroes.  He  explains  that  his  organi- 


By  WARNER  A.  HUTCHINSON 
Religious  News  Service 

Cities  have  often  reshaped  them¬ 
selves  after  disasters,  some  more 
than  once. 

London  after  the  Great  Fire  of 
1 666  and  again  after  the  Blitz. 

Chicago  after  its  fire  of  1 87 1 . 

San  Francisco  after  its  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire  of  1906. 

San  Francisco  is  in  the  process 
again  after  the  earthquake  there 
three  years  ago. 

I  always  saw  these  as  matters  of 
history  or  remote  events  shown  on 
TV.  Now  I’m  watching  the  process 
up  close,  even  participating  in  it  in 
some  small  ways,  as  Miami  and 
South  Dade  County  lurch  and 
stumble  into  what  will  be  a  decade 
of  reshaping. 

A  well-publicized  local  group 
calls  itself  “We  Will  Rebuild.”  They 
are  primarily  a  self-appointed  oli¬ 
garchy  of  white  business  leaders, 
major  property  developers  and  civ¬ 
ic  boosters  in  what  has  become  a 
majority  Caribbean  and  Latin 
American  community. 

I  think  it’s  instructive  that 
they’ve  chosen  the  term  “rebuild” 
for  their  motto,  basing  their  efforts 
on  a  wish  that  cannot  be  realized. 
They  can’t  put  it  all  back  together 
the  way  it  was. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  per¬ 
sonal,  family,  small  business,  corpo¬ 
rate  and  governmental  decisions, 
few  of  them  related  directly  to  any 
of  the  others,  will  figure  into  the 
shaping  of  the  new  community.  It’s 
starting  to  happen  decision  by  deci¬ 
sion,  day  by  day. 

So  it  is  in  our  own  lives  after  an 
event  that  turns  things  upside 


zation  looks  for  those  who  “stick 
their  necks  out”  to  confront  social 
problems,  honors  these  people,  tells 
their  stories  and  teaches  others  to 
emulate  them. 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Ray  Sells  of¬ 
fers  the  intriguing  thought  that  Je¬ 
sus  himself  had  heroes,  such  as  the 
persistent  woman  who  kept  bugging 
the  judge  until  she  got  justice  and 
the  shepherd  who  left  his  flock  to 
seek  a  lost  sheep. 

Another  week’s  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it”  focuses  on  aging. 

One  woman,  Ruth  Randolph, 
tells  us  how  her  faith  is  helping  her 
cope  with  her  mother,  who  has  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  disease,  and  we  see  how  a 
support  group  she  belongs  to  is  aid¬ 
ing  others  who  contend  with  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  illness  on  their  families. 

We  see  NOMADS,  a  group  of  re¬ 
tired  RV  owners  who  use  their  con- 
struction  and  repair  skills  in 
mission. 

The  program  closes,  quite  appro¬ 
priately,  with  Virginia  House,  a  res¬ 
ident  of  McKendree  Retirement 
Center  in  Nashville,  playing  Debus¬ 
sy  on  the  piano.  We  are  thus  subtly 
reminded  that  older  members  of 
our  church  can  produce  beauty 
which  enriches  all  our  lives. 

Mr.  Goodhue ,  of  Long  Island 
N.Y.,  frequently  reviews  television 
and  film  for  the  Reporter. 


down.  We  cannot  be  exactly  what 
we  were.  But  after  a  time  to  re¬ 
group,  we  start  to  reshape  ourselves. 
We  do  it  decision  by  decision,  day 
by  day. 

Lutherans 
call  racism 
what  it  is 

Religious  News  Service 

Racism  is  a  sin  that  remains  em¬ 
bedded  not  only  in  individuals  but  in 
the  nation's  institutions  and  social 
structures,  according  to  a  proposed 
social  statement  by  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Lamenting  that  “the  United  States 
seems  far  from  the  day  when  people 
of  all  nations  and  tongues  live  in  har¬ 
mony,”  it  calls  on  churches  to  name 
the  “white  American  sin  of  racism.” 

But  the  15-member  task  force 
that  prepared  the  statement  rejected 
the  claim  that  only  whites  can  be 
racist  because  only  whites  hold 
power. 

“Prejudice  and  hostility  on  the 
part  of  African  Americans,  Asians, 
Hispanics  and  Native  Americans 
must  be  recognized  as  such,”  the 
statement  says,  again  urging  that 
churches  “name  the  sin.” 

The  proposed  statement,  “Race, 
Ethnicity,  and  Culture,”  in  the  form 
of  a  17-page  booklet,  is  being  circu¬ 
lated  among  the  denomination’s 
1 1 ,000  congregations  for  comments. 
The  church’s  highest  decision-mak¬ 
ing  body  may  review  it  next  summer. 


History  of  Hymnc 

Moravians  grew  from  writer's  experience 


Church  music  gains  its  own  special  library 


Cities  have  way  of  coming 
back  following  disasters 
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I  want  to  Make  a  Difference! 


n 


News  From  The  President . 


Name:  _  Ph.  _ 

Address:  _ 

City:  _  ST _ Zip 


Enclosed  is  my  check  for: 

□  Thanksgiving  Offering . $ 

□  Christmas  Card  Purchase  . $. 

_ _ Cards  @  $5.00  each  . $ 

□  Memorial  Gift* . $ 

□  Honorarium  Gift* . $ 

□  Gift  I  will  send 

□  Monthly  □  Quarterly  □  Yearly . $ 

□  Endowment  Fund . $ 

□  Other . $ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $ 

*  In  Honor/Memory  of: - 

Send  Acknowledgement  to: 

Name:  - — - 

Address:  _ _ _ 


City:  -  ST - Zip 


Thank  You! 


As  I  reflect  upon  the  past  24  years  of  service  to  MacDonell,  I  realize  that  many  changes  have  been 
made  in  our  services  to  the  people  of  Louisiana.  MacDonell  continues  to  supply  around-the-clock  care, 
education,  Christian  nurturing,  study  and  treatment  for  children  from  all  over  Louisiana  but  primarily 
from  the  parishes  of  Assumption,  Lafourche,  St.  Mary  and  Terrebonne.  Over  the  many  years  of  service 
to  our  community,  we  have  provided  a  safe  haven  for  an  excess  of  50,000  children.  These  children  are 
in  need  of  a  group  living  experience,  as  they,  for  various  reasons,  cannot  live  with  their  natural  parents. 
We  at  MacDonell  are  dedicated  to  providing  each  child  with  an  individual  treatment  plan.  Each  child 
is  scheduled  weekly  for  therapy  with  one  of  our  social  workers. 

Keeping  in  mind  the  ever  growing  need  for  counseling  in  our  community  and  the  expenses  and  hard¬ 
ships  many  families  endure  looking  for  help,  MacDonell  has  expanded  its  outpatient  counseling  ser¬ 
vices  with  the  employment  of  Sister  Ethalee  Mulhem.  Sister  Ethalee  is  a  board  certified  social  worker 
with  a  Masters  Degree  in  Hospital  Administration.  She  is  the  former  administrator  of  St.  Joseph  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Thibodaux  and  has  spent  40  years  in  service  to  the  people  of  Louisiana.  Sister  Ethalee  specializes 
in  family,  marriage  and  individual  counseling,  as  well  as  divorce  adjustment  counseling.  She  is  avail¬ 
able  to  anyone  needing  her  services  without  regard  to  income.  MacDonell  charges  patients  on  a  sliding 
scale  so  that  anyone  needing  our  help  can  afford  it.  Of  course,  it  is  costly  to  fund  such  a  program,  so  any 
donations  to  the  program  are  greatly  appreciated. 

October  30th  was  chosen  as  the  date  for  the  1992  Volunteer  Activist  Gala.  This  was  the  eighth  year  MacDonell  honored  worthy  volun¬ 
teers  in  our  community  who  gave  their  time  and  talents  to  help  others  throughout  the  year.  The  Activists  were  nominated  by  the  public  for 
service  to  the  community  in  the  form  of  volunteer  work.  This  years  Activists  were  Mr.  Harold  Block,  Mrs.  Judith  Haydel,  Dr.  Richard 
Haydel,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hillman  and  Dr.  Richard  Morvant.  They  were  honored  at  a  black  tie  dinner  and  dance  held  at  the  Student  Union 
Ballroom  of  Nicholls  State  University.  Also  honored  this  year  were  five  of  the  largest  volunteer  organizations  in  our  community  for  their 
outstanding  work  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Andrew.  These  organizations  were  The  Lafourche  Parish  American  Red  Cross,  The  Terre¬ 
bonne  Parish  Red  Cross,  The  United  Way,  The  Salvation  Army  and  Catholic  Social  Services.  Each  organization  sent  a  volunteer  to  accept 
the  award  on  behalf  of  all  the  volunteers  in  their  organization.  A  Silent  Auction  took  place  during  the  event  with  beautiful  gifts  ranging 
from  $25.00  to  over  $1,000.00.  All  auctioned  items  were  donated  by  local  businesses  and  the  proceeds  of  the  event  directly  benefitted  the 
children  of  MacDonell. 


r 


G. ).  "Jerry"  Bridges 


Laskey  Cottage,  home  of  the  older  boys,  will  be  renovated  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  Volunteer  Activist  Gala.  Laskey  houses  12  boys 
from  the  age  of  13  to  16. 


Christmas  is  just  around  the  corner  and  the  children  have  been  composing  their  wish  lists.  Printed  below  is  a  partial  wish  list  of  some  of 
the  most  recurring  items.  Many  groups  and  organizations  have  expressed  an  interest  in  adopting  MacDonell  as  a  special  Christmas  project 
for  their  members  by  providing  items  from  the  children’s  wish  lists.  This  will  help  insure  a  happy  and  exciting  Christmas  morning  for  each 
child. 


Another  way  we  provide  the  children  with  their  wishes  for  Christmas  is  with  our  Christmas  Card  Program.  We  have  a  beautiful  Christ¬ 
mas  Card  designed  with  our  logo  that  individuals,  businesses  and  organizations  may  purchase  for  a  donation  of  $5.00  each.  Inside  each 
card  is  a  presentation  card  notifying  friends,  family  members  and  customers  that  a  gift  has  been  given  to  the  children  in  their  name.  What 
a  wonderful  gift  to  give  and  receive.  To  make  the  gift  even  more  personal,  we  will  mail  the  cards  to  you  so  that  you  can  write  a  personal 
note  in  each  one  before  you  send  them.  If  you  do  not  have  the  time  to  address  them,  send  us  your  Christmas  list  of  names  and  addresses 
and  our  staff  will  personally  hand  address  each  card  and  mail  them  from  MacDonell  with  no  additional  charge.  Won’t  you  please  help  us 
make  the  children’s  dreams  come  true  by  participating  in  our  Christmas  Card  Program  this  year. 

I  wish  you  and  yours  a  Happy  Thanksgiving,  Merry  Christmas  and  a  safe  and  happy  New  Year. 


Sincerely, 

G.  J.  “Jerry”  Bridges,  MSSW,  ACSW,  BCSW 
President,  MacDonell  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 
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Children's  Christmas  Wish  List 


Blank  Tapes 

Earrings 

Skates 

Monopoly  Games 

Watches 

Curling  irons 

Softball  and  gloves 

Make-up  Bags 

Batman  Figures 

Barrettes 

Ninja  Turtle  Figures 

902 10  Dolls 

Board  Games 

Coloring  Books 

Nintendo  Tapes 

Hair  Spray 

Legos 

Hair  Ribbons  and  Bows 

Childrens  Bible 

Blow  Dryers 

Sports  Cards 

Slouch  Socks 

Batteries  (AA  and  C) 

Stationery 

Comic  Books 

Lap  Boards 

Baseball  Cap 

Deck  of  Cards 

Footballs 

Calendars 

Magna  Doodles 

Spirographs 

Yahtzee  Games 

Jewelry  Boxes 

Checker  Games 

Puzzles 

Make  this  Christmas  Special 
Give  a  Christmas  Gift  to  a  Child 

Help  make  Christmas  special  to  a  child  at  MacDonell  by  sending  your  friends  and  busi¬ 
ness  associates  a  special  Christmas  Card.  For  a  small  donation  of  only  $5  per  card,  we  will 
send  you  our  beautiful  MacDonell  Christmas  Cards  for  you  to  send  out  to  your  Christmas 
mailing  list.  Inside  each  card  is  a  presentation  card  that  reads: 


A  Christmas  present  has  been  given  in  your  name  to  the 
children  at  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services  by 


May  the  children  also  express  their  wishes  and  thanks  to  you  and 
yours  for  a  blessed  Christmas. 


What  a  wonderful  gift  to  receive  in  the  mail.  Anyone  receiving  such  a  thoughtful  and 
heartwarming  gift  will  surely  feel  blessed.  Please  help  to  insure  that  the  children  have  a 
happy  holiday  by  participating  in  our  Christmas  Card  giving. 
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It's  Advent 
Ready  or  Not 


Bishop  William 
Oden 


This  Sunday,  Nov.  29,  is  the  first  Sunday  of  Advent,  the  season  to 
prepare  for  the  coming  of  the  Christ  Child  into  our  broken  and  con¬ 
fused  world. 

As  Advent  wreaths  and  candles  are  placed  on  sanctuary  altars  and 
home  tables,  Christians  turn  to  the  season  of  joy  and  good  will. 

Yet,  I’m  not  certain  the  lights  of  the  church  are  shining  into  the 
world  as  brightly  as  the  lights  of  the  world  are  shining  into  the  church. 

Specifically,  one  media  reporter,  Demetria  Martinez,  suggested  that 
Madonna  shapes  culture  more  than  the  churches.  Most  of  the  25  active 
wars  that  rage  in  the  world  are  religious  and  ethnic  conflicts.  We  have 
learned  to  turn  off  the  sights  and  sounds  of  millions  of  starving  chil¬ 
dren  and  wounded  civilians  in  Somalia,  the  Sudan  and  Sarajevo. 

The  good  news  is  that  Advent  comes  to  us  whether  or  not  we  are 
ready.  It  intrudes.  God  never  waits  for  our  time  table.  History  is  lived 
out  of  God’s  rhythm.  As  we  place  the  candles  and  wreaths  on  the  altars 
and  tables,  we  are  surrounded  by  all  the  hurt  and  pain  of  the  world,  all 
the  demonic  forces  of  culture,  all  the  fragmentation  of  nations  and  reli¬ 
gions.  It  is  into  this  world  that  the  Christ  child  comes  —  ready  or  not. 
The  church’s  cry  is  always,  “Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord.” 


When  I  was  a  child,  our  preacher  would  be  making  evening  calls  in 
our  neighborhood  and  telephone  us  saying  he  was  near  by  and  would 
like  to  drop  in.  Mother  would  jump  up  and  start  giving  orders:  “Pick  up 
the  papers.  Straighten  the  cushions  on  the  couch.  Grab  the  Hoover!” 


Then,  always  before  we  were  ready,  a  silhouetted  automobile  would 
turn  into  our  driveway  and  I  can  still  hear  Dad  saying,  “Never  mind, 
his  headlights  are  faster  than  our  Hoover!” 

So  it  is  with  God’s  light  piercing  our  darkness. 


Clergymen  who  participated  in  an  ecumenical  service  at  North¬ 
western  State  University  are,  FROM  LEFT,  Rev.  David  Porter,  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  (U.S.A.);  Father  Sheldon  Roy,  Holy  Cross  Catholic 
Church;  Bishop  Samuel  Jacobs,  Alexandria  Diocese  of  the  Catholic 
Church;  the  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
the  Rev.  Bill  Collins  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Union. 


Ecumenism  Is  Strong  at  NSU 


:  The  spirit  of  ecumenism  is  catch¬ 
ing  on  at  Northwestern  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Natchitoches  where  there 
is  a  spirit  of  cooperation  among  the 
religious  groups  on  campus,  the 
Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  United 
Methodist  campus  minister  for 
•Wesley-Westminster  Foundation 
said. 

Wesley-Westminster  is  a  product 
of  the  ecumenical  movement,  he 
mentioned.  About  a  year  and  a  half 
ago,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.)  merged  their  religious  pro¬ 
gramming  at  NSU.  Now,  students, 
staff  and  faculty  from  these  denom¬ 
inations  as  well  as  many  others  use 
the  facilities. 

“We  are  a  growing  program,” 
Templeton  said.  “There  is  much  to 


be  done  here.  With  the  prayers  and 
support  of  people  of  this  Confer¬ 
ence.  we  can  make  good  things  hap¬ 
pen  at  NSU.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  semester 
all  students  at  the  university  were 
invited  to  participate  in  an  ecu¬ 
menical  Service  of  Prayer  and 
Praise,  invoking  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
they  began  their  new  academic  year. 

Bishop  Samuel  Jacobs  of  the  Al¬ 
exandria  Diocese  of  the  Catholic 
Church  presented  the  sermon. 

The  service  was  sponsored  by  the 
Baptist  Student  Union.  Holy  Cross 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Wesley- 
Westminster  Center. 

“The  service  was  the  product 
of  friendships  among  the  clergymen 
of  the  various  centers,”  Templeton 
mentioned. 


December  Conference  Calendar 

5  Chris  Andrews  Lecture  with  guest  lecturer,  Lloyd  Ogilvie, 

Trinity  Church,  Ruston,  7  p.m. 

4-6  United  Methodist  Women,  New  Officers  Training  Event, 
Ramada,  O’Hare  Chicago 

5  Conference  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  First  UMC,  Alexan¬ 

dria, 10  a.m. 

3-6  Cursillo  No.  3 1 ,  Tall  Timbers 

8-9  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9  a.m. 

11-13  GCOM  Joint  Training  Event  for  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  Airport 
20  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Offering 

25  Christmas 


Goals  Are  Selected  for  A  Serving  Congregation 


"You  go,  then,  and  do  the  same."  Luke  10:37. 


Student  Who  Got  Church  Loan 
Wants  To  Give  Something  Back 


Patrick  Scott,  22,  a  senior  at  LSU 
who  is  to  graduate  this  semester, 
said  he  probably  would  not  have 
been  able  to  attend  college  without 
the  student  loans  he  received  from 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  He 
is  one  of  83  United  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dents  from  Louisiana  currently  re¬ 
ceiving  either  scholarships  or  loans. 

Scott  applied  at  LSU’s  Uniting 
Campus  Ministry  where  the  minis¬ 
ter  is  the  Rev.  Randy  Nichols. 

“I  got  a  student  loan.  $900  every 
other  year,”  he  said.  “It’s  been  a 
tremendous  help.” 

He  said  he  now  wants  to  “try  to 
give  a  little  bit  back  by  serving  as  a 
US-2  (missionary)  or  in  some  Unit- 
ed-Methodist  based  program  for  the 
needy.” 

Scheduled  to  receive  a  bachelor’s 
degree  majoring  in  English,  he  plans 
to  later  return  to  graduate  school 


Offering  Helps 

The  United  Methodist  Student 
Day  Offering  will  be  received 
Sunday,  Nov.  29,  at  local 
churches.  Although  83  United 
Methodist  students  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  are  currently  receiving  either 
scholarships  or  loans,  many  more 
need  help  to  attend  colleges  and 
universities. 

“Many  students  who  applied 
for  help  from  the  church  were 
not  able  to  receive  a  loan  or 
scholarship,”  said  Angella  P. 
Current,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation  and  Ministry,  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“Offering  receipts  from  UM 
Student  Day  and  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  were  low  last  year 


and  ultimately  to  teach  and  write. 
“I  write  fiction  —  short  stories  and 
poems,”  he  said,  mentioning  his 
i  creative  writing  studies  at  LSU. 

When  he  gets  a  job  he  will  begin 
to  pay  back  the  loan.  “They’ve  been 
nice  about  it.  They  really  are  pa- 
( tient.” 

Nichols  said  the  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus  Ministry  Board 
has  a  99  per  cent  pay  back  record. 

Both  undergraduate  and  graduate 
;  students  may  apply.  Nichols  men¬ 
tioned  that  campus  ministers  work 
with  United  Methodist  students 
who  need  loans  and  scholarships. 
Or  a  student  may  contact  the  Office 
of  Loans  and  Scholarships,  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
.P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0871;  phone,  615/  340-7344 
(scholarships)  or  615/340-7346 
(loans). 


UM  Students 

and  we  had  more  applications 
than  funds  available. 

“  Perhaps  congregations  with¬ 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  will 
respond  to  the  call  and  go  an  ex¬ 
tra  mile  and  give  a  little  more  for 
the  students.” 

A  recent  survey  showed  that 
9.7  per  cent  of  first  time,  full¬ 
time  entering  students  identified 
themselves  as  “Methodists.” 
This  makes  a  total  of  about 
150,000  United  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  that  entered  college  in  the 
fall  of  1990. 

In  some  congregations  stu¬ 
dents  will  participate  in  or  con¬ 
duct  the  worship  services  on 
United  Methodist  Student  Day. 


Members  of  the  task  force  for  A  Serving  Congregation  see  acceptance  of 
and  adherence  to  the  mission  program  as  more  than  just  another  church 
project  with  its  meetings  that  comes  and  is  then  forgotten.  They  view  it  as 
one  that  “means  a  change  in  lifestyle  which  lasts  the  rest  of  our  lives.” 
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2000 

The  1992  charge  conferences 
by  now  are,  for  most,  a  memo¬ 
ry.  The  plans,  dreams  and  ex¬ 
pectations,  however,  are  calling 
us  Forward  in  Faith.  VISION 
2000  has  caught  our  imagina¬ 
tion  and  our  spirits.  The  spirit 
is  moving  within  us.  The  best  is 
yet  to  be. 

The  article  on  A  Serving  Con¬ 
gregation  in  this  edition  of  the 
newspaper  is  the  First  in  a  series 
that  is  designed  to  prepare  us 
for  our  VISION  2000  training 
sessions.  They  will  be  held  at 
Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston  on 
Jan.  9,  1993,  and  at  the  Centro- 
plex  Theater  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
Jan.  23. 

Each  week  we  will  focus  on 
one  of  the  four  ministry  op¬ 
tions.  You  are  invited  to  pray 
for  our  churches  and  our  corpo¬ 
rate  ministry  as  we  move  into 
1993  with  all  of  its  potential 
and  promise. 

Rev.  Bowyer 
Is  Named 
Consultant 


The  Rev.  A.  Fay  Barrhartung, 
chairperson  of  the  task  force,  said, 
“This  change  comes  within  the  in¬ 
dividual  and  the  congregation,  then 
grows  out  to  the  community  and  to 
the  world  wherever  there  is  need.” 

Goal  of  A  Serving  Congregation 
is  to  focus  on  mission  and  outreach 
efforts  in  the  community  around  us, 
both  near  and  far. 

“Our  Vision  2000  workshop  of¬ 
fers  us  opportunities  to  make  signif¬ 
icant  changes  in  our  lives  and  in  the 
lives  of  our  congregation,”  Barrhar¬ 
tung  said. 

She  and  the  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine, 
Conference  staff  adviser,  men¬ 
tioned  the  possible  components  of 
becoming  a  Serving  Congregation: 

t  Develop  one  or  more  new  out¬ 
reach/mission  projects  for  the  local 
church  to  offer  either  locally  or 
worldwide. 

t  Determine  community  needs, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

t  Discover  ways  to  respond  to 
community  needs. 

t  Define  resources  which  can  be 
used  in  the  effort, 
t  Organize  the  effort. 

“Being  a  Serving  Congregation  in 
mission  is  not  a  program  to  be  im¬ 
plemented,  carried  out,  evaluated 
and  then  put  on  the  ’well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant  shelf,’  ” 
Barrhartung  emphasized,  adding 
that  it  should  be  life-changing  for 
individuals  and  congregations. 

The  call  to  serve  is  extended  to 
everyone.  “Jesus  called  the  disciples 
and  said,  ’Go  into  all  the  world.’ 
Whether  our  world  is  as  small  as  a 
nursing  home  room  or  as  wide  as 
the  earth,  we  are  challenged  with 
the  same  call  to  make  ourselves  or 
our  Serving  Congregation  the  chan¬ 
nels  for  answering  the  challenge,” 
she  said.  “Come,  let  us  serve  wher¬ 
ever  and  whenever  we  are  called.” 


two  workshops  in  January. 


The  Rev.  O.  Richard  Bowyer, 
campus  minister  at  Wesley  Founda- 
tion,  Fairmont 
Fairmont,  West 
Virginia,  and  a 
consultant  for 
the  Office  of  Ur¬ 
ban  Ministries. 

National  Divi¬ 
sion,  General 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  is  a 
consultant  for 
the  Task  Force 
for  A  Serving 
Congregation.  He 
ana  to  address  representatives  of 
the  various  local  churches  at  the 


Bowyer  is  involved  and  has  been 
a  part  of  a  wide  variety  of  serving 
projects  in  church  and  community. 
Included  in  his  expertise  is  health 
care  issues.  He  is  a  member  and  has 
been  chairman  of  the  West  Virginia 
Board  of  Medicine,  medical  licens¬ 
ing  board  and  since  1974  has  been 
president  of  the  board  of  the  Valley 
Comprehensive  Community  Men¬ 
tal  Health  Center. 

He  also  is  chairperson  of  West 
Virginia  Committee  for  National 
Health  Insurance.  He  has  testified 
before  West  Virginia  House  and 
Senate  committees  and  US  Senate 
committees  concerning  health  and 
human  services. 


State  College  in 


Rev.  O.  R.  Bowyer 

will  be  in  Louisi- 


Published  articles  have  included 
“Ministry  to  the  Guy  Next  Door  in 
Christian  Action,"  Toward  Whole¬ 
ness,”  Journal  of  Ministries  to 
Blacks  in  Higher  Education,  and 
"Ministry  in  a  Disaster”  in  the 
Christian  Advocate. 

He  has  been  chairperson  of  West 
Virginia  Conference  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship.  the  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Conference 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
and  Conference  Task  Force  on 
World  Hunger.  He  has  worked  on 
jurisdictional  and  General  church 
boards  and  is  frequently  invited  by 
national  organizations  to  speak  on 
social  concerns. 


Centenary  College  School  of  Church  Careers  spent  free  time  working  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  of 
Northwest  Louisiana.  Over  45  students  and  staff  members  worked  with  volunteers  from  Barksdale  Air 
Force  Base  to  help  rebuild  three  houses  in  an  area  near  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  Habitat  is  an 
ecumenical  ministry  aimed  at  providing  quality  housing  for  low-income  persons  who  also  help  with  the 
building  of  the  house  designated  as  their  future  home.  The  careers  group  had  a  great  experience  of 
"hands  on"  ministry  with  Habitat.  At  another  time  this  fall,  the  students  served  in  soup  kitchens. 


Festival  of  Home-Foreign  Missions  Set  in  Acadiana  District  on  Saturday,  December  5 


An  Acadiana  district-wide  cele¬ 
bration  of  home  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sions  is  planned  for  Saturday,  Dec. 
5,  at  3  p.m.  at  First  UMC,  La¬ 
fayette. 

Dr.  Dwight  Ramsey,  UMC  direc¬ 
tor  of  church  development  in  Rus¬ 


sia  and  the  CIS,  will  speak  on 
“Methodist  Missions  in  Our  Big 
Back  Yard.” 

The  Rev.  Ed  Boyd  and  the  Rev. 
Tommy  Bergeron  of  the  Acadiana 
Council  on  Ministries  will  talk 


about  “Methodist  Missions  in  Our 
Back  Yard,”  telling  of  hurricane  re¬ 
lief  efforts  in  the  Southern  parishes. 

Evelyn  Deich,  the  facilitator, 
said,  “The  purpose  is  to  inform 
members  about  the  results  of  the 


Russian  Food  Lift,  to  empower 
United  Methodists,  promote  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  service,  to  interpret  the 
missions  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  and  to  obey  Jesus’  com¬ 
mands.”  A  nursery  will  be 
provided. 
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Editorials- 

Morality,  teens  and  us 


How  should  Christians  respond 
to  recent  findings  that  high  percent¬ 
ages  of  young  people  say  they  lie, 
cheat  and  steal? 

Following  are  some  findings  by  the 
Los  Angeles-based  Josephson  Insti¬ 
tute  for  the  Advancement  of  Ethics: 

■  61  percent  of  high  school  youth 
and  32  percent  of  college  students  ad¬ 
mit  to  having  cheated  on  an  exam. 

■  33  percent  of  high  school  youth, 
16  percent  of  those  in  college,  say 
they  have  stolen  from  a  store. 

■  33  percent  in  each  group  say 
they  are  willing  to  lie  on  a  resume 
or  job  application  to  get  a  job. 

If  your  initial  reaction  to  these 
findings  is  alarm  and  even  outrage, 
we  hear  you  “loud  and  clear.”  The 
somber  assessments  of  Josephson 
Institute  officials  sum  up  what 
many  of  us  sense. 

One  said,  for  example,  that  the 
study  reveals  “a  hole  in  the  moral 
ozone”  of  American  society.  Anoth¬ 
er  lamented  that  "we’re  creating  a 
society  where  cheaters  prosper  and 
you  can’t  honestly  tell  children  that 
honesty  is  the  best  policy.” 

Bemoaning  the  moral  laxity  of 
large  numbers  of  young  people, 
however,  may  miss  a  larger,  equally 
disturbing  issue. 

Specifically,  Josephson  officials 
point  out  that  the  study  doesn’t  sug¬ 


gest  young  people  are  “moral  mu¬ 
tants."  Rather,  they  typically  mimic 
and  exaggerate  the  behavior  of  oth¬ 
ers — particularly  their  parents. 

In  other  words,  “they”  are  us. 
Since  other  surveys  have  found  that 
the  conduct  of  Christians  tends  to 
mirror  that  of  the  wider  society,  you 
and  we  are  included  in  the  “us.” 

Consequently,  we  who  proclaim 
God’s  moral  law  but  too  often  fail 
to  heed  it  should  be  chastened  by 
the  Josephson  findings.  Thus  chas¬ 
tened,  we  should: 

•f  Examine  our  own  less-than-no- 
ble  behavior  and  consider  with  hu¬ 
mility  the  impact  our  example  has  on 
others,  particularly  young  people. 

S  Reflect  on  the  following  ques¬ 
tion:  Could  we  in  good  faith  recom¬ 
mend  that  others  pattern  their  moral 
conduct  after  ours?  If  not,  why  not? 

/  Repent  of  behavior  that  we 
know  misses  the  mark  God  sets  for 
us  and  resolve,  with  God's  help,  to 
“not  weary  in  doing  what  is  right” 
(2  Thessalonians  3:13). 

It  would  be  hypocritical  for 
Christians  to  content  ourselves  with 
merely  expressing  self-righteous 
alarm  and  outrage  at  the  morality  of 
“the  younger  generation.” 

Our  call  as  Jesus’  followers  is  far 
more  demanding:  to  be  the  kind  of 
people  that  he  and  we  challenge 
people  of  all  generations  to  become. 


Teaching  our  children  about  morality  will  take  more  than  just  som¬ 
ber  talks.  We  must  examine  our  own  behavior — which  our  children 
mimic — and  resolve  with  God's  help  to  be  more  the  kind  of  people 
we  as  Christians  challenge  others  to  be. 


Here  I  Stand=  — 

Sure,  it  was  a  benefit 
but  was  it  truly  worthy ? 


By  BETTIE  WILSON  STORY 

The  benefit  promoted  a  worthy 
cause:  leukemia  research.  The  local 
restaurant,  part  of  a  national  chain, 
also  hoped  to  make  the  Guinness 
Book  of  World  Records. 

The  project?  A  2,000-foot-long 
burrito  created  in  the  restaurant 
parking  lot. 

Donors  paid  $2  per  foot  but  be¬ 
cause  of  health  department  regula¬ 
tions,  they  couldn’t  eat  a  single  bite. 

The  band  played  on,  pledges 
poured  in,  and  volunteers  helped 
roll  the  monstrous  burrito  one  day 
this  fall  in  our  town.  It  contained 
250  pounds  of  cheese,  1,000  pounds 
of  cooked  beef,  2,200  tortillas,  and 
300  pounds  of  dry  beans  that  ex¬ 
panded  to  1 ,000  pounds  after  cook¬ 
ing,  plus  the  lettuce. 

Never  mind  that  all  that  food 
would  be  trashed.  The  big  burrito 
brought  in  funds  that  otherwise 
might  not  have  been  given,  folks 
said,  and  good  fun  was  had  by  all. 
Besides,  the  manager  said  it  would 
set  a  record  and  he  would  “open  it 
(the  burrito)  up  and  let  people  slide 
on  it  like  a  big  bean  slide.” 

Obviously,  these  folks  hadn’t 
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heard,  or  had  not  cared,  that  food 
lines  lengthened  this  summer  at  lo¬ 
cal  agencies,  that  thousands  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  America  go  to  bed — if  they 
have  a  bed — hungry  at  night,  that 
the  worst  drought  of  a  century  in 
Africa  was  devastating  whole  popu¬ 
lations  with  2,000  to  5,000  people 
dying  daily  in  Somalia  alone.  In 
comparison,  the  benefit  seemed  an 
obscene  gesture. 

Would  the  donors,  volunteers, 
and  restaurant  sponsor  give  an 
equal  amount  of  time,  energy,  food 
and  funds  to  the  hungry  in  this 
global  community  of  ours?  I  hope 
so.  But  I’m  afraid  to  ask. 


Why  care  about  Bolivian  split?  what  do  you  think? 


Any  but  the  most  careful  reader 
might  look  at  the  latest  reports  of 
unrest  within  the  Evangelical  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bolivia  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  20)  and  ask,  “Who  cares?” 

The  Bolivian  church  is,  after  all, 
autonomous.  That  means  it  has  no 
structural  ties  to  United  Methodism. 

But  that  doesn’t  begin  to  tell  the 
whole  story.  Our  church’s  official 
mission-sending  agency,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  holds  ti¬ 
tle  to  Bolivian  properties  worth  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars.  Those  properties 
were  dedicated  to  Christian  ministry 
and  never  intended  to  be  caught  in  a^ 
provincial  tug-of-war. 

Further,  United  Methodists  are 
partners  in  mission  outreach  in  Bo¬ 
livia  via  24  projects  funded  through 
The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.  Our  official  “second  mile” 
method  of  mission,  bom  out  of  the 
ashes  of  World  War  II,  is  caught  up, 

Pontius'  Puddle 
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ironically,  in  the  battlefield  of  name¬ 
calling,  machete-swinging  claimants 
and  counter-claimants  to  church 
property  in  Bolivia. 

Besides  this  denominationwide  em¬ 
phasis,  several  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  have  mission  relation¬ 
ships  with  congregations  in  Bolivia. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  has  the  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
tect  our  church’s  material  and 
missional  interests  in  Bolivia  and  to 
continue  to  work  in  partnership  with 
that  church’s  legitimate  leaders. 

If  the  board  through  interference 
or  indifference  falters  in  these  mat¬ 
ters,  it  should  be  held  accountable 
for  its  action  or  inaction. 

Meanwhile  the  board’s  elected 
members  and  staff  deserve  a  chance 
to  do  the  work  assigned  to  them  in 
Bolivia  without  a  United  Methodist 
version  of  name-calling. 


Lack  of  spirituality  makes  people  leave  church 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  The  Nov.  6  issue 
of  the  Reporter  asked  readers  to  give 
reasons  they’ve  experienced  for  why 
people  choose  to  leave  church.  Read¬ 
ers  also  were  invited  to  offer  sugges¬ 
tions  on  how  to  regain  previously 
active  church  members. 

One  big  reason  people  lea^e 
church  is  the  very  low  emphasis  pht 
on  anything  that  seems  to  relate  to 
any  type  of  spirituality  or  spiritual 
experience.  The  impression  is  given 
that  those  matters  are  taboo,  if  not 
actually  evil. 

Time  always  seems  to  be  found  to 
take  care  of  all  of  the  secular  func¬ 
tions  and  requirements  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  but  most  everything  else 
is  considered  to  be  churchly. 

Wallace  Fiedler 
Richland,  Missouri 
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Let  people  know  of  needs 

The  woman’s  complaint  about 
her  minister  not  speaking  to  her 
about  her  daughter  is  hard  for  me  to 
accept.  Did  she  inform  her  minister 
of  this  crisis  in  her  life?  Or  did  she 
just  assume  that  he  knew? 

And  about  the  woman  who  com¬ 
plained  that  her  church’s  sermons 
and  program  lacked  connection  to 
her  daily  life:  Just  how  much  of  her 
daily  life  needs  did  she  express? 

Leo  M.  Haraschak 

West  Hazelton,  Pennsylvania 

Power  struggles  are  cause 

I  agree  with  the  main  thrust  of 
your  editorial  that  the  cause  of  peo¬ 
ple  leaving  is  being  personally  hurt, 
but  I  feel  it  goes  much  deeper. 

The  reason  people  bum  out,  have 
their  hearts  broken  at  times,  be¬ 
come  inactive,  leave,  or  otherwise 
fail  to  experience  the  blessings  of 
Christian  fellowship  is  power  strug¬ 
gles. 

In  case  after  case  we  follow  a 
“star”  system  of  who  is  great  and 
who  is  right;  it  seems  to  justify  cut¬ 
ting  down,  demeaning,  cutting  out, 
etc.  anyone  who  is  not  “of  the  right 
mind”  or  who  interferes  with  the 
ambitions  of  the  favored  ones. 

We  need  to  realize  that  the  First 
commandment  coupled  with  the  vi¬ 
sion  of  God  we  see  in  Jesus  means 
if  we  truly  trust  and  give  God  the 
credit,  we’ll  love  one  another. 
Koreen  Miller 
Granada  Hills,  California 


Faithfully  yours= 


Overdue  letter  tapped  a  river  of  Christian  love 


An  invitation  came  recently  for 
me  to  write  a  “friendship  letter”  to 
a  longtime  UMR 
colleague.  The  oc¬ 
casion  was  a  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal 
weekend  in  which 
Doug  soon  would 
participate. 

His  sponsors  for 
the  weekend  asked  Stephen  Swecker 
others  and  me  to  surprise  Doug 
with  a  note  expressing  our  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  love  for  him.  He  would  be 
given  the  letters  to  read  during  his 
renewal  weekend. 

If  Done  received  manv  letters  tike 


mine,  which  I’m  sure  he  did.  I  can 
imagine  that  he  was  overwhelmed 
with  the  outpouring  of  love  from 
family  and  friends.  Affirmation  in 
even  small  doses  always  feels  good. 
But  a  whole  bucketload  at  one 
time?  Wow! 

Two  thoughts  occurred  to  me  after 
I  wrote  Doug's  “friendship  letter”: 

First,  why  did  it  require  a  special 
invitation  from  someone  I  don’t 
even  know  for  me  to  tell  Doug  how 
much  I  appreciate  him? 

I’ve  worked  with  him  for  eight 
years,  very  closely  for  several  of  them. 
We’ve  roomed  together  on  business 
trips.  Our  families  have  visited  each 


other.  We’ve  shared  hard  times  and 
good  times  at  the  Reporter.  Through 
it  all,  I've  come  to  respect  and  yes, 
love,  the  guy  immensely. 

But  did  I  ever  tell  him  so?  Uh-uh. 
Not.  Nada.  He  might  have  inferred 
my  affection  from  my  behavior,  but 
he  never  heard  it  from  my  lips. 

Second,  I  was  struck  by  how  good 
it  felt  to  write  out  my  appreciation 
for  Doug. 

The  more  I  wrote,  the  more  I 
wanted  to  write.  Once  I  tapped  into 
my  positive  feelings  about  him,  the 
more  positive  things  I  discovered  to 
say  to  him.  The  exercise  released  a 
river  of  thanksgiving  for  Doug  as  a 
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Survey  too  small! 

A  whole  theory,  an  article,  an  edi¬ 
torial,  based  on  interviews  of  21 
people.  This  is  great,  this  means 
those  wonderful  quotations  such  as 
“.  .  .  two-thirds  [who  left  the 
church]  cite  failed  expectations  and 
poor  relationships.”  translate  into 
the  opinions  of  14  individuals. 

Last  summer  1  interviewed  40 
United  Methodist  fifth  and  sixth 
graders.  Three-fourths  of  them  cited 
Sunday  worship,  “Boring.”  Would 
my  “survey"  make  front  page  news? 

Esther  J.  Angel 
Bethesda,  Ohio 

It's  not  connecting 

Our  presentation  of  the  teachings 
of  Christ  is  not  connecting  with 
most  of  the  younger  generation. 
Guilt  trips  and  emotional  appeals 
just  do  not  reach  them.  Nor  does 
our  explanation  of  how  to  reach 
Heaven  appeal  to  them.  They  want 
to  know  how  to  deal  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  that  they  face  daily  here  on 
earth. 

The  leadership  of  the  local 
churches,  which  includes  the  minis¬ 
ters,  will  not  allow  anything  new  to 
be  introduced,  such  as  small  groups 
meeting  on  a  regular  basis  to  share 
with  each  other  their  hopes  and 


fears  and  structured  for  study  and 
prayer. 

People  want  answers  to  some  of 
their  problems — answers  that  the 
church  is  just  not  giving. 

O.  C.  Walker 
Trenton,  Tennessee 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  surely  I  know  the  plans  I 
have  for  you,  says  the  Lord,  plans 
for  your  welfare  and  not  for  harm, 
to  give  you  a  future  and  a  hope.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Psalms  106:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  29 

Monday:  Psalms  122:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  122:6-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  2:1-5 
Thursday:  Matthew  24:36-39 
Friday:  Matthew  24:40-44 
Saturday:  Romans  13:11-12 
Sunday:  Romans  13:13-14 


person  and  a  friend. 

Not  all  of  that  river  flowed  into 
the  final  letter.  But  its  currents  rip¬ 
pled  through  me  long  after  I  had 
finished  and  mailed  it  to  him. 

Now  I  wonder:  Why  do  we  so  of¬ 
ten  postpone  telling  others  how  much 
we  love  and  appreciate  them?  After 
all,  love  is  one  of- the  few  things  in 
life  whose  value  isn’t  determined  by 
its  scarcity.  The  more  it’s  given  away, 
so  it  seems,  the  more  there  is  to  give 
away,  and  the  better  it  feels  to  both 
giver  and  receiver. 

The  transforming  magic  of  giving 
and  receiving  love  is  one  of  the 
open  secrets  of  our  Christian  faith. 

Love  an  enemy  and,  voila,  you  no 
longer  have  an  enemy. 

Love  a  friend  and,  surprise,  you 
have  a  better  friend. 

Love  your  family  members  and, 
yes,  you  gain  a  loving  family. 

By  God’s  grace,  love  “came  down 
at  Christmas,”  as  the  familiar  carol 
reminds  us.  We  know  the  great  joy 
that  followed  among  God’s  people. 

But  after  writing  to  Doug,  1  have  a 
hunch  that  sharing  that  much  love  and 
joy  made  God  feel  pretty  terrific,  too. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Editor-at-large  of 
the  Reporter. 
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The  Art  of  Personal  Prayer,  1/ y  Lance 
Webb.  Writing  about  prayer  that  is 
built  on  love  and  trust,  l.ance  Webb  gives 
as  examples  the  personal  experiences  of 
great  persons  who  have  gained  courage  in 
this  way.  Includes  a  Foreword  bv  D.  Elton 
Trueblood.  AO  I 
CA2-0 19206.  Paper,  $4.95 

The  Reconstruction  of  the  Church: 

On  What  Pattern?  by  Stanley  Jones. 

Drawing  on  the  vitality  and  universality  of 
the  church  at  Antioch,  world-renowned 
author  and  spiritual  leader  E.  Stanley 
Jones  derives  a  nine-point  pattern  by 
which  today’s  Christian  “can  raise  the 
percentage  of  Christ  in  the  church."  A0 1 
CA2-357314.  Paper,  $5.95 

Understanding  the  Christian  Faith,  by 

Georgia  Harhness.  In  this  excellent 
primer  on  the  basic  principles  of  Christian 
doctrine.  Georgia  Harkness  offers  light 
and  direction  to  those  who  are  bewildered 
by  the  seeming  complexities  of  Christian 
belief  and  practice.  A0 1 
CA2-42805X.  Paper.  $5.95 

©  Cokesbury 


A  Window  on  Eternity:  The  Life  and 
Poetry  of  Jane  Hess  Merchant,  by 

Sarah  Jonmn  Ojleilal;  foreword  fa  Ruth  llell 
Graham.  Born  with  osteogenesis 
imperfecta  (brittle-bone  disease), Jane 
Hess  Merchant  was  the  author  of  more 
than  two  thousand  published  poems. 
When  she  died,  she  left  a  legacy  of  letters 
and  unknown  poems,  many  of  which 
appear  here  for  the  first  time.  A0 1 
CA2-456029.  Paper,  S5.95 

Faith  in  Conflict,  fa  Carlyle  Alamry.  In 
this  powerful  apology,  Carlyle  Mamet 
appeals  to  many  of  the  world's  great 
philosophers,  theologians,  poets,  and 
novelists.  He  uses  their  arguments  in 
defense  of  the  Christian  laith — the  only 
organizing  force  which  can  bring  order  to 
a  skeptic's  world  of  chaos.  AO  I 
CA2- 126460.  Paper.  $4.95 
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NO  'QUICK  SOLUTION':  Religious 
leaders  last  week  asked  President-elect  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton  to  go  slow  on  one  of  his  key  campaign  is¬ 
sues,  reform  of  the  nation's  health-care  system. 
In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Clinton,  members  of  the  Inter¬ 
religious  Universal  Health  Care  Campaign  said 
they  want  the  new  administration  not  to  look 
for  any  “quick  solution”  to  the  complex  health 
care  crisis.  The  interreligious  campaign,  made 
up  of  30  national  faith  groups,  has  been  working 
•  'on  health  carevreform  for  a  year.  Among  its 
'  members  is  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly.  Health  care  reform  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  an  issue  that  Mr.  Clinton  proposes 

■  to  Congress  during  the  first  100  days  of  his  ad¬ 
ministration. 

ISRAEL  PETITIONED:  Israeli  Prime 
Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  has 
the  Middle  East  Network  of 
United  Methodists  to  allow 
the  Rev.  Alex  Awad  and  his 
family  to  resume  their  mis¬ 
sionary  work  among  Pales¬ 
tinian  Christians.  The 
newly  organized  group,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  unofficial 
Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action,  sent  a  peti¬ 
tion  containing  2,296  signatures  to  the  prime 
minister.  Mr.  Awad  and  his  wife,  Brenda,  were 
commissioned  as  missionaries  three  years  ago 
by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  assigned  to  Israel.  Cur¬ 
rently  they  serve  as  mission  interpreters  in  the 
church's  South  Central  jurisdiction. 

SPEAK  FOR  THE  POOR:  Churches  in 
Africa  have  been  challenged  to  speak  out 
against  injustice  and  oppression  and  urged  to 
promote  peace,  justice,  unity  and  solidarity. 
During  the  sixth  assembly  of  the  All  Africa  Con¬ 
ference  of  Churches  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe,  last 
month,  that  country’s  president  Robert  Mugabe 
told  about  4,000  people — including  500  dele¬ 
gates — that  African  churches  should  commit 
themselves  to  the  enhancement  of  the  quality  of 
life  of  humankind  in  physical,  spiritual  and  in¬ 
tellectual  terms.  Although  the  state  and  the 

■  church  are  autonomous  institutions,  said  the 
president — who  is  also  a  United  Methodist — 
“they  are  complementary  in  their  service  to 
man”  and  “both  contribute  to  his  personal  and 
.social  fulfillment.” 

NO  'LAP  DOG':  While  conceding  that 
the  National  Council  of  Churches  may  find 
Washington  a  friendlier  place  in  the  next  four 
years,  the  head  of  the  nation’s  largest  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organization  has  warned  against  its  becom¬ 
ing  a  “lap  dog”  for  the  new  administration. 
Speaking  recently  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
’  council’s  250-member  General  Board,  General 
Secretary  Joan  Campbell  predicted  that  Presi¬ 
dent-elect  Bill  Clinton’s  policies  will  be  more  in 
line  with  National  Council  positions  than  those 
of  President  Bush.  Even  so,  she  said,  the  council 
“needs  to  hold  the  new  administration  account¬ 
able  for  developing  policies  that  promote  social 
equality.” 


been  petitioned  by 


Alex  Awad 
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Brick  by  brick, 
a  parsonage 
will  rise 

United  Methodists  in  the  Dal¬ 
las  area  are  turning  out  hand¬ 
made  bricks  by  the  hundreds 
in  an  effort  to  construct  a  par¬ 
sonage  for  predominantly  His¬ 
panic  Nueva  Esperanza  United 
Methodist  Church.  Among  the 
latest  volunteers  were  youths 
from  Plymouth  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  in  nearby 
Irving,  Texas.  At  top  Chad  Ray 
(left)  and  Tad  Fielder  release 
the  levers  of  a  brick-making 
machine.  Below  Mr.  Ray  waits 
to  assist  Laura  Richards  as  she 
lifts  one  of  the  23-pound 
bricks  from  the  press.  The 
bricks  are  then  stacked  in  a 
drying  tent  to  cure  for  two 
weeks.  The  building  project, 
sponsored  by  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Wesley-Rankin 
Community  Center,  will  re¬ 
quire  about  15,000  bricks. 
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Disabled  UM 
laywoman  plumps 
for  'PHUMPers' 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Watch  out,  world,  here  come 
the  PHUMPers!  (Physically 
Handicapped  United  Methodist 
Persons,  that  is.) 

PHUMPers  were  so  named  by 
Jo  D’Archangelis,  a  member  of 
Fallbrook  (Calif.)  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  in  "Wings,”  a  quarterly 
newsletter  she  writes  for  physically 
challenged  United  Methodists. 

Classified  as  severely  handi¬ 
capped  herself  because  of  spinal 
muscular  atrophy,  Ms.  D’Ar¬ 
changelis  has  been  in  a  wheel¬ 
chair  since  she  was  10,  more  than 
40  years  ago. 

Yet  her  contributions  to  the 
church  are  such  that  she  was 
named  “Laywoman  of  the  Year” 
in  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  in  1991. 

In  her  newsletter  column, 
“From  Where  I  Sit,”  Ms.  D’Ar¬ 
changelis  says  she  tries  to  address 
the  subject  of  living  with  physical- 
disabilities  with  “honesty  with¬ 
out  being  sentimental." 

Among  the  trials  handicapped 
people  must  bear,  she  said,  are 
people  who  make  theological  judg¬ 
ments  about  them  or  their  families 
because  of  their  condition. 

Several  years  ago,  for  example, 
someone  told  her  family  that  her 
birth  was  punishment  from  God. 

Ms.  D’Archangelis  writes  that 
she  finds  such  an  idea  “hard  to 
swallow.”  She  can’t  see  herself  as 
“Divine  Retribution.” 

“Sure,  my  disability  was  often 
a  heavy  burden  on  my  family,” 
she  said,  “but, a  lot  of  children 
make  their  parents  suffer  much 
more  than  I  did  just  by  growing 
up  into  jerks!” 

She  recounts  running  into  vari¬ 
ous  reactions  such  as  stares,  re¬ 
marks  and  people  treating  her  as 
if  she  weren't  “all  there." 

Exorcism  tried 

“Once  when  I  was  a  child,”  she 
writes,  “a  strange  woman  came 
up  to  me  on  the  street,  laid  her 
hands  on  my  head  and  tried  to 
exorcise  the  evil  spirit  from  me 
(in  vain,  I  might  add).  Now 
THAT  was  scary!" 

Thankfully,  she  said,  such  ex¬ 
periences  are  rare. 

Although  she  earned  master’s 
degrees  in  English  and  philosophy 
and  completed  course  work  for  a 
doctorate  in  philosophy  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Los 
Angeles  in  the  1960s,  Ms.  D’Ar- 


lo  D'Archangelis 

. . .  'Just  like  the  rest  of  us' 


changelis  was  unable  to  get  a  job. 

After  such  rejection,  she  be¬ 
came  estranged  from  church,  she 
said.  But  after  a  20-year  hiatus 
she  realized,  "You  may  leave 
God,  but  God  never  leaves  you.” 

She  became  a  part  of  a 
worshipping  community  again. 

When  she  moved  to  Fallbrook 
in  1985  she  volunteered  to  be 
treasurer  for  Fallbrook  United 
Methodist  Church.  She’s  been 
doing  the  job  ever  since  with  the 
help  of  a  computer  the  church 
placed  in  her  apartment.  Because 
she  has  relatively  little  strength 
in  her  arms,  she  manipulates  the 
keyboard  with  a  pencil  held  with 
both  hands. 

Computer  an  aid 

The  computer  also  allowed  her 
to  produce  “Wings,”  which  is  sent 
to  nearly  600  churches  or  individ¬ 
uals  in  her  annual  conference. 

One  of  her  columns  tells  about 
people  who  praise  her  courage. 

“I  sometimes  wish,"  she  said, 
“that  I  did  have  all  those  lovely 
virtues  that  the  non-disabled  like 
to  impute  to  the  disabled:  unwa¬ 
vering  courage,  unlimited  patience 
and  undaunted  optimism  in  the 
face  of  adversity.  But  I  don’t.” 

She  said  she  appreciates  the  ef¬ 
fort  people  make  to  use  words  that 
are  more  inclusive,  not  because  it 
makes  her  feel  better  about  herself 
but  because  it  makes  her  feel  bet¬ 
ter  about  society. 

She  has  created  her  own  word, 
however:  PHUMP. 

She  added  “persons"  after  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  she  said,  because 
“PHUM  has  such  a  dull,  wimpy 
sound.  That  ending  ‘P’  sound  in 
PHUMP  is  decisive  and  forceful, 
like  all  Physically  Handicapped 
United  Methodist  Persons!  So  let’s 
hear  it  for  all  us  PHUMPers!” 


Observances  of  Advent  season  are  gaining  among  Christians 


I  A  Slice  of  the  Christian  Year: 

Advent 

The  Coming 
of  Christ 


The  Christian  year  consists  of  a  cycle  of  .seasons  by  which  Christians 
are  reminded  of  the  stories  and  teachings  of  the  Christian  faith.  Each 
season  has  a  suggested  color,  usually  displayed  on  the  liturgical 
cloths  used  on  a  church’s  altar  and  pulpit. 

Current  seaeon:  Advent,  tignifiei  the  Coming  of  Christ 
Color:  purple  for  royalty  and  penitence 
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By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

The  season  of  Advent,  beginning 
this  year  on  Nov.  29,  is  a  time  when 
Christians  around  the  world  prepare 
for  the  coming  of  Christ. 

Three  theologians  at  United 
Methodist-related  Candler  School 
of  Theology  say  that  a  growing 
number  of  Christians  worldwide, 
frustrated  by  the  overwhelming 
commercialism  of  Christmas,  are 
returning  to  the  traditional  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Advent,  which  means  “com¬ 
ing.” 

No  ’instant  Christmas' 

“The  greatest  single  source  of  hu¬ 
man  pleasure  is  anticipation,”  said 
the  Rev.  Fred  B.  Craddock,  profes¬ 
sor  of  preaching  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment  at  Candler.  “I  don’t  want  an 
instant  Christmas.” 

More  and  more  Christians  are 
sharing  his  views. 

“It’s  just  extraordinary  the  num¬ 
ber  of  non-liturgical  churches  that 
are  becoming  interested  in  Ad¬ 
vent,"  said  Dr.  Craddock. 

“Two  points  are  starting  to  be 
emphasized  in  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions:  the  extending  of  the  Easter 
season  to  50  days  and  the  season  of 


Advent. 

“Churches  are  beginning  to  real¬ 
ize  that  these  seasons  have  a  pur¬ 
pose  and  an  appeal  to  their 
members.” 

Sundays  have  themes 

Each  of  the  four  Sundays  of  Ad¬ 
vent  has  its  distinctive  theme,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship. 

These  are:  Christ’s  coming  in  fi¬ 
nal  victory  (first  Sunday),  John  the 
Baptist  (second  and  third  Sundays), 
and  the  events  immediately  preced¬ 
ing  the  birth  of  Christ  (fourth  Sun¬ 
day). 

Special  colors — purple  or  blue — 
are  suggested  for  sanctuary  decora¬ 
tions  in  Advent  to  symbolize  peni¬ 
tence  and  royalty. 

The  secret  to  success  for  Advent 
worship  services,  said  the  Rev.  Don 
E.  Saliers,  professor  of  theology  and 
worship  at  Candler,  is  the  interac¬ 
tion  of  music,  prayers,  preaching 
and  readings. 

“There  is  so  much  richness  to  the 
music,  the  prayers,  the  text  sources, 
that  it  opens  up  possibilities  for 
folks  who  haven't  known  these 
sources,”  said  Dr.  Saliers. 

“The  Advent  hymns  now  appear- 


Mission  executive  still  faces  charges  in  Bolivian  unrest 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  execu¬ 
tive  remains  in  Bolivia  while 
charges  against  him  are  investigat¬ 
ed. 

Donald  Reasoner — arrested  in  La 
Paz  during  a  Nov.  4  altercation  be¬ 
tween  two  factions  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia 


and  later  released — still  faced  some 
charges  as  of  Nov.  19,  according  to 
the  board’s  World  Division. 

Meanwhile,  the  Bolivian  church 
is  awaiting  a  ruling  by  that  coun¬ 
try's  Supreme  Court  on  whether 
former  Bishop  Carlos  Huacani  or 
newly  elected  Bishop  Zacarias  Ma- 
mani  has  legal  claim  to  the  episco¬ 
pal  position. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 


Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  who  was  in  Bolivia 
Nov.  5-12,  said  he  does  not  expect 
the  split  in  the  church  to  be  re¬ 
solved  soon.  He  said  “a  determina¬ 
tion  on  both  sides  to  maintain  their 
position  and  their  seat  of  power"  is 
slowing  the  resolution  process. 

Bishop  DeWitt,  who  headed  the 
global  mission  board  from  1980  to 
1984,  added  that  Bishop  Huacani 
told  him  personally  that  he  has  "no 


ing  in  the  hymnals  give  us  the 
chance  to  share  these  new  resources 
with  others." 

Ideas  for  sanctuary  decorations, 
liturgy  and  special  music  can  also 
be  found  in  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Book  of  Worship. 

Advent  studies  for  adults  and 
children,  ideas  for  family  obser¬ 
vances,  children’s  musicals  and 
guides  for  personal  preparation  are 
available  from  Cokesbury. 

Drs.  Craddock  and  Saliers  and 


Candler’s  choral  music  program  di¬ 
rector  Steven  F.  Darsey  are  plan¬ 
ning  a  series  of  Advent  worship 
services  and  a  two-day  Symposium 
on  Advent  Worship  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  week  in  December. 

The  worship  services  are  intend¬ 
ed  as  models  for  preachers,  litur- 
gists  and  musicians. 

“Worship  is  the  most  important 
thing  we  do  as  Christians,"  said  Dr. 
Darsey.  “If  we  offer  our  best  to  God 
it  illuminates  our  lives.” 


“Substantive  information 
which  goes  far  beyond  the 
secular  media...” 

■ 

“A  wonderfully  executed, 
welbdesigned  example 
of  Christian  journalism!” 


desire  on  his  part  to  communicate 
and  have  reconciliation.” 

Bishop  DeWitt  said  his  conversa¬ 
tions  with  Bolivian  clergy  and  lay¬ 
persons  led  him  to  conclude  that 
most  local  congregations  supported 
the  outcome  of  a  called  Oct.  1-4 
meeting  in  which  Bishop  Huacani 
was  expelled  and  Bishop  Mamani 
was  elected  to  replace  him. 
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= connections 

COMMUNICATIONS  OFFICERS: 

Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  III  (Charlotte,  N.C., 
Area)  was  recently  elected  president  of  the 
church’s  principal  communications  agency. 
Other  officers  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  are  Mary  Silva  of  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
vice  president,  and  Helen  K.  Chang  of  El  Cer¬ 
rito,  Calif.,  secretary.  Roger  L.  Burgess  was  re¬ 
elected  general  secretary. 

TELECONFERENCE  SET:  More  than  25 

downlink  sites  have  been  secured  for  a  live  tele¬ 
conference  on  marketing  and  promotion  sched¬ 
uled  for  March  2.  “Making  News  and  Sharing 
It:  Promotion  Planning  for  Congregations”  is 
the  theme  of  the  90-minute  training  session 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  and  the  interfaith  Religious  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Council.  The  two-way  teleconference,  the 
second  one  within  a  year,  will  highlight  cam¬ 
paign  planning,  market  research  and  budget  or¬ 
ganization  along  with  advertising  tips  and 
guidelines  for  media  relations. 

COUNCIL  OFFICERS:  Bishop  William 

W.  Dew  Jr.  (Portland,  Ore.,  Area)  is  the  new 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
chief  coordinating  body,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries.  Other  new  officers  are  Della  C. 
Escareno  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  first  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  William  E.  “Buddy”  Arnold  Jr.  of  North 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  second  vice  president;  the 
Rev.  Heinrich  Meinhardt  of  Berlin,  Germany, 
secretary,  and  Nathaniel  L.  Bishop  of  Christian- 
burg,  Va.,  treasurer. 

FOUNDERS'  DAY  CELEBRATION: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  Sr. 

(Albuquerque  Area)  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker  during 
the  1 09th  annual  Founders' 
Day  Celebration  at  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary- 
in  Atlanta.  The  worship  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  Dec.  1  at  Hoo- 
sier  United  Methodist 
Church.  Guest  speaker  for 
the  53rd  annual  Thirkield- 
Jones  Lecture  Series  that  day  will  be  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  (Nashville 
Area). 

INVOLVING  OLDER  ADULTS:  De 

spite  their  potential  for  a  variety  of  contribu¬ 
tions,  older  persons  often  are  not  involved  in 
church  life  in  an  active,  meaningful  way,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  survey.  United  Methodists 
were  among  people  from  six  Protestant,  Jewish 
and  Roman  Catholic  organizations  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  series  of  focus  groups  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Clergy  Leadership  Project  To  Prepare  for 
an  Aging  Society.  The  report  said  seniors  within 
local  churches  or  synagogues  are  often  segment¬ 
ed  into  special  groups,  fostering  isolation  and 
solidifying  negative  impressions  of  aging  among 
other  congregational  members. 

GENEROUS  GIFT:  The  Rev.  Jeffrey  L. 
Smith  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  United  Methodist 
minister  in  the  Pacific-Northwest  conference 
now  famous  as  television’s  “Frugal  Gourmet,” 
has  given  $250,000  to  United  Methodist-related 
Drew  University  in  Madison,  N.J.  The  gift  is  to 
help  restore  the  original  building  at  Drew  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  Mr.  Smith’s  alma  mater. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bishop  Norris 


New 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

RIO  PIEDRAS,  Puerto  Rico — 
In  a  practical,  but  symbolic,  ini¬ 
tial  act  as  the  first  bishop  of  the 
new  Methodist  Church  of  Puerto 
Rico,  the  Rev.  Victor  L.  Bonilla 
rolled  up  his  sleeves  and  re¬ 
moved  the  hinges  from  a  locked 
door  so  that  church  delegates 
could  enter  the  meeting  hall. 

Bishop  Bonilla,  49,  superinten¬ 
dent  for  the  former  Puerto  Rico 
District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  elected  bishop  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  General  Conference 
of  the  Puerto  Rico  church  since  it 
gained  independence  last  May. 

'I  am  a  servant' 

Bishop  Bonilla  greeted  news  of 
his  election  saying,  “I  am  not  a 
leader  but  a  servant,  and  I  will 
continue  to  serve  the  church  and 
the  people  I  love.  If  they  need  a 
carpenter  or  a  chauffeur,  I  will  do 
whatever  is  needed  with  the  help 
of  God.” 

Elected  on  the  first  ballot  cast 
by  140  clergy  and  lay  delegates. 
Bishop  Bonilla — selected  from  a 
slate  of  five  clerics  nominated  for 
the  office — garnered  1 05  votes. 

The  conference  later  named 
two  retired  pastors,  Gildo  San¬ 
chez  and  Rafael  Boissen,  as  hon¬ 
orary  bishops,  recognizing  their 
long  careers  as  conference  lead¬ 
ers.  Bishop  Sanchez  edited  the 


Rican 

new  church's  Book  of  Discipline. 

Effective  Jan.  1,  1993,  Bishop 
Bonilla  becomes  temporal  and 
pastoral  leader  of  more  than 
10,000  full  members,  85  congre¬ 
gations  and  100  pastors. 

Will  serve  4  years 

Under  the  Puerto  Rico 
church’s  newly  adopted  Book  of 
Discipline,  a  collection  of  church 
law,  Bishop  Bonilla  will  serve  a 
four-year  term  and  may  be  elect¬ 
ed  for  an  additional  four  years. 

In  contrast,  United  Methodist 
bishops  in  the  United  States  are 
elected  for  life,  retiring  by  the  age 
of  70. 

Bishop  Bonilla’s  election  was 
celebrated  with  bells,  cheers, 
hugs  and  tears,  as  it  signaled  the 
end  of  a  20-year  process  of  nego¬ 
tiation  for  the  former  mission 
church’s  autonomy. 

Before  autonomy,  the  Puerto 
Rico  Annual  Conference  was  re¬ 
lated  to  United  Methodism’s 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  and 
shared  a  bishop  first  with  the  East¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  then  with 
the  New  York  annual  conferences. 

Bishop  Bonilla  has  been  a  key 
leader  in  negotiating  the  affiliat¬ 
ed,  autonomous  status  for  the 
Puerto  Rico  church. 

As  a  United  Methodist  pastor, 
he  was  a  delegate  to  three  United 
Methodist  General  Conferences, 
and  represented  Puerto  Rico  as  a 


Puerto 


bishop  rolls  up  his  sleeves 


Tears,  cheers  mark  church's  independence 


United  Methodist  News  Service 
RIO  PIEDRAS,  Puerto  Rico — 
More  than  200  Puerto  Rican 
United  Methodists  cheered,  wept, 
prayed,  sang,  adopted  their  own 
church  laws  and  elected  their  first 
bishop  as  the  new,  independent 
Methodist  Church  of  Puerto  Rico, 
Meeting  for  the  last  time  as  a 
United  Methodist  unit  and,  sub¬ 
sequently,  for  the  first  time  as  an 
independent  church  body,  Puerto 
Rican  delegates  vowed  continued 
cooperation  with  the  8.5-  million- 
member  U.S.-based  church. 

Independence  becomes  official 
and  the  new  bishop  takes  the  helm 
Jan.  1,  1993,  although  the  new 
church  will  continue  to  relate  to 
United  Methodist  agencies  during 
an  eight-year  transition  period. 


A  delegation  of  clergy  and  lay- 
people  from  United  Methodism’s 
New  York  Annual  Conference 
presented  the  new  church  with  a 
bell  commemorating  Methodism’s 
1 984  bicentennial  celebration. 

Retired  Bishop  C.  Dale  White, 
former  episcopal  leader  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  New  York,  and  Bishop 
Forrest  Stith  (New  York  Area) 
presided  over  sessions  of  the  or¬ 
ganizing  conference. 

Methodist  bishops  Joel  Ajo  of 
Cuba,  Isaias  Gutierrez  of  Chile  and 
Ulises  Hernandez  of  Mexico  were 
among  Latin  American  dignitaries 
lending  support  to  the  newly  inde¬ 
pendent  Puerto  Rican  church. 

In  a  poignant  address  to  the 
conference.  Bishop  Ajo  cited  the 
ongoing  economic  and  political 


struggles  facing  Cuban  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  asked  for  prayer. 

“I  did  not  come  here  to  beg,  but 
to  share  in  your  victory,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Ajo.  "We  in  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba  are  your  brothers 
and  sisters.  We  are  at  your  service.” 

Subsequently,  the  Puerto  Ri¬ 
can  delegates  voted  to  cooperate 
with  other  Caribbean  churches  to 
provide  meaical  supplies  and 
other  hard-to-get  items  to  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Cuba. 

The  conference  also  outlined 
plans  to  affiliate  with  several  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  church 
councils,  including  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  of 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 
Council  of  Churches. 

— M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 


member  of  the  denomination¬ 

wide  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  and  the  Junta  Con- 
sultiva  de  Comunicaciones  (His¬ 
panic  advisory  committee  for 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions). 

Third  of  5  children 

Bom  Feb.  21,  1943,  in  nearby 
Camuy,  Puerto  Rico,  Bishop 
Bonilla  was  the  third  of  five  chil¬ 


dren  and  the  only  son  of  the  late 
Dolores  Bonilla  and  Josefa  Bayon 
(married  women  in  Puerto  Rico 
retain  their  family  names). 

Bishop  Bonilla  earned  under¬ 
graduate,  master’s  and  doctoral 
degrees  from  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico  in  Rio  Piedras;  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  Evangelical  Seminary; 
and  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary,  Chicago,  respectively. 

In  1974  he  was  ordained  elder 
in  the  Puerto  Rico  Conference.  He 


has  been  conference  director  of 
evangelism  and  stewardship,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Jose  Espada  Marrero  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Puerto 
Nuevo,  and  conference  council  on 
ministries  director  before  being 
appointed  superintendent  in  1991. 

His  wife,  Maribel  Serrano,  is 
manager  of  the  credit  union  serv¬ 
ing  Methodist  Church  employees 
in  Puerto  Rico.  They  have  a 
daughter,  Marieli,  24,  and  two 
sons,  Victor,  22,  and  Jorge,  20. 


CODZIENNY  POKARM  DUCHOWY 
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'Upper  Room' 
starts  in  Poland 

NASHVILLE — A  dream  in  the 
making  for  at  least  25  years 
came  true  recently  with  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  first  Polish 
edition  of  “The  Upper 
Room"  daily  devotional 
guide.  The  Rev.  Edward  Pus- 
lecki,  superintendent  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Poland,  edited  the  first  issue 
released  in  September.  The 
premier  issue  was  distribut¬ 
ed  to  more  than  3,000  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  that 
predominantly  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  country.  A  Polish  edition 
of  "The  Upper  Room"  was 
first  explored  in  the  1960s  by 
the  Rev.  Manning  Potts,  then 
the  magazine's  editor.  Com¬ 
munist  repression  of  religion 
at  that  time  thwarted  the 
initial  effort,  said  Janice 
Grana,  current  World  Editor 
of  the  magazine.  "The  Upper 
Room"  publishes  66  editions 
in  44  languages  and  is  dis¬ 
tributed  in  more  than  100 
countries  worldwide. 

UMNS  PHOTO 


UMCom  to  beef  up 
promotion  efforts 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — A  major  find¬ 
ing  of  a  recent  United  Methodist 
Communications  study  shows 
that  the  agency’s  tradition  of 
sending  promotional  materials 
directly  to  local  churches  has  by¬ 
passed  bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents  as  key  leaders  and 
promoters  of  churchwide  giving. 

That’s  the  report  of  Roger  Bur¬ 
gess,  chief  executive  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  communications  agency  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church, 
to  a  recent  meeting  of  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  board  of  directors. 

Dr.  Burgess  said  that  directing 
more  training  and  resources  to 
bishops  and  cabinets  will  be  at  the 
heart  of  UMCom’s  new  effort  to 
“revitalize  faith  and  commitment 
to  the  connectional  system.” 

The  new  emphases  will  include  a 
study  of  giving  during  churchwide 
Special  Sundays  with  offering. 

Dr.  Burgess  reported  that  re¬ 
ceipts  on  these  special  days  have 
dropped  steadily  in  recent  years, 
and  only  50  percent  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  now  or¬ 
der  resources  for  the  observances. 


During  their  1993-96  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting,  members  of  the 
Commission  on  Communication 
elected  the  Rev. 

Arvin  Luchs  of 
Portland,  Ore., 
to  be  associate 
general  secre¬ 
tary  of  UM¬ 
Com’s  Division 
of  Program  and 
Benevolence 
Interpretation.  Arvin  Luchs 

He  will  begin  his  duties  in' 
Nashville  Feb.  1. 

Mr.  Luchs,  47,  is  council  on 
ministries  director  for  the  church’s 
Oregon-Idaho  Annual  Conference, 
with  prior  experience  as  a  district 
superintendent  and  local  church 
pastor.  He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  Collier,  who  transferred  to  a 
new  assignment  in  UMCom’s  New 
York  office  in  July. 

Mr.  Luchs  was  selected  from 
among  six  finalists.  He  has  an  un¬ 
dergraduate  degree  from  Lewis 
and  Clark  College,  Portland,  and  a 
doctor  of  religion  in  communica¬ 
tions  degree  from  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont  (Calif.). 


The  Beat  Goes  On... 


I 


Francis  Asbury  was  a  man  after 
God's  own  heart.  He  was  a 
tireless  preacher.  A  scholar.  An 
innovator.  His  leadership 
helped  spur  on  a 
movement  of  the  Spirit 
which  gripped  the  frontier 
with  the  life-changing 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Nearly  two  centuries 
have  passed  since  this 
passionate  pioneer  embarked 
upon  his  final  circuit  ride 
across  the  Kentucky  landscape,  yet  the 
heart  of  his  ministry  beats  on. ..at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

More  than  an  institution.  Asbury  is 
a  community.  It's  an  environment 
where  rich  tradition  and  innovative 
thought  blend  gracefully  to  the 
backdrop  of  the  beautiful  rolling  hills 
of  the  Bluegrass. 


At  Asbury  devotion  to  Scripture 
and  scholarship  is  enhanced  by  state- 
of-the-art  facilities,  a  renowned  faculty 
and  a  vision  for  the  future. 

So  if  you're  looking  to 
prepare  for  ministry 
where  tradition  is 
honored,  innovation  is 
encouraged  and  the 
heartbeat  of  God  is 
evident,  consider  Asbury. 
To  learn  more  about 
Asbury  and  to  arrange  a 
campus  visit,  call  the 
director  of  admissions  at 
1-800-2-ASBURY. 

A  ASBURY 

Theological 
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204  N.  Lexington  Ave. 

Wilmore,  KY  40390-1 199 


Laywoman  to  keynote  consultation  on  violence 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  States  is  probably  the 
most  violent  industrialized  society 
in  the  world. 

United  Methodist  laywoman 
Deborah  Prothrow-Stith  urges  the 
church  do  something  about  it. 

A  physician  and  assistant  dean  of 
Harvard  Universi.y’s  School  of  Public 
Health  near  Boston,  Dr.  Prothrow- 
Stith  wifi  be  the  featured  speaker  at 
“Youth  and  Violence:  A  National 
Emergency  and  a  Call  to  Action” 
scheduled  April  29-May  2  in  Chicago. 

The  conference  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  and  adult  counselors  is 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion,  affiliated  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Author  of  “Deadly  Conse¬ 
quences”  and  an  adviser  for  “Here 
and  Now,”  a  TV  show  about  inner- 


city  youth  produced  by  entertainer 
Bill  Crosby,  Dr.  Prothrow-Stith  has 
gained  wide  recognition  for  her  as¬ 
sertion  that  youth  violence  is  a  pub¬ 
lic-health  crisis. 

She  cites  statistics  that  one  in  31 
black  men  in  the  United  States  will 
become  a  homicide  victim  before 
his  20th  birthday.  Although  young 
white  men  fare  much  better,  their 
chances  are  still  an  appalling  one  in 
about  200. 

Planners  of  the  NYMO-spon- 
sored  meeting  say  the  hastily  orga¬ 
nized  conference  was  spurred  by 
calls  from  church-related  youth  or¬ 
ganizations  and  leaders  around  the 
nation,  who  feel  besieged  by  drug-, 
gang-,  media-  and  family-related  vi¬ 
olence  that  has  moved  from  shock¬ 
ing  newspaper  headlines  into  their 
own  back  yards. 

Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  NYMO  exec- 


Chaplains  endow  Africa  U.  chair 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  $300,000  fund-raising  drive  by 
United  Methodism's  chaplains’  unit 
has  given  Africa  University  in  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  its  first  en¬ 
dowed  professorship  for  the  faculty 
(college)  of  theology. 

Establishment  of  the  James  M. 
Walker  Chair  in  Pastoral  Care  culmi¬ 
nates  more  than  four  years’  work  by 
members  of  the  Division  of  Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries,  a  unit  of  the 
church’s  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  based  in  Nashville. 

The  position  is  named  for  a  Se¬ 
quin,  Texas,  layman  who  was  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  division  from  1988  until 
his  death  in  1991. 

African  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  expressed  in  the  late  1980s  the 
need  for  specially  trained  pastors  to 
work  in  African  prisons  and  hospi¬ 
tals  and  in  ecumenical  contexts, 
said  the  Rev.  James  Townsend,  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  division. 

A  WONDERFUL  CHRISTMAS  GIFT 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  LOVE  HYMNS 

Instrumental  acrompaniment  for  90  test  known  hymns 
on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  In  beautiful  vinyl  case,  with  com¬ 
plete  wort)  book.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  $38.95  plus 
shipping  1-800-728-0573. 

Family  of  Faith  Productions,  Ltd. 


utive,  recounted  one  distress  call  from 
a  United  Methodist  youth  coordina¬ 
tor  in  North  Texas  who  “returned  to 
her  office  after  a  conference  and  was 
told  that  one  of  the  kids  she  worked 


with  had  been  killed.” 

More  information  and  registra¬ 
tion  materials  are  available  from 
Ms.  Kinkead,  c/o  NYMO,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 


Thru  your  support, 
Holston  Home  has  room 
for  Children 
who  have  nowhere  else 
to  go. 


For  More  information  call: 

1-800-628-2986 

Holston  Home  for  Children 

P.O.  Box  188  Grecncvillc  TN  37744 

Serving  children  from  Tennessee  and 

Southwest  Virginia  since  1895 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Dear  Deborah: 


Christmas  preparations  tire 


Woman's  faith,  kids'  hammers  saved  a  home 
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Even  though  her  house  had  been  condemned,  retired  school 
teacher  Nellie  Green  refused  to  leave.  She  said  she  knew  help 
would  come  . . . 

I  «£» 
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The  youth  choir  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Milan, 
Tenn.,  did  more  than  sing  . . . 
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Ms.  Green  now  has  a  safe,  warm  home. 


By  PATRICIA  MERRITT 

The  Jackson  Sun 

_  When  33  people  from  a  Tennes¬ 
see  church  came  with  hammers, 
nails  and  paint  in  hand  to  repair  a 
92-year-old  widow’s  condemned 
home  in  North  Carolina,  she 
wasn’t  surprised. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  Nellie 
Thomas  Green  was  expecting  peo¬ 
ple  to  come,  said  Jesse  Chilcutt, 
1 3-year-old  volunteer. 

"She  said  she  had  a  dream  that 
God  had  brought  her  a  bunch  of 
people  to  fix  her  house,”  Jesse 
said. 

Jesse  was  one  of  27  young  peo¬ 
ple  and  six  adults  from  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Milan, 
Tenn.,  who  went  to  Lumberton, 
N.C.  The  group  worked  a  week 
fixing  Ms.  Green’s  home. 

The  young  people,  ages  1 3  to  1 7, 
raised  $4,000,  and  their  church 
kicked  in  another  $4,000  for  them 
to  travel  to  North  Carolina  and 
provide  the  service. 

The  young  people  did  the  labor, 
and  the  City  of  Lumberton  and 
the  Robeson  County  Church  and 
Community  Center  coordinated 
the  project. 

House  was  condemned 

Ms.  Green’s  home  had  been 
condemned  by  the  city  and  was 
going  to  be  tom  down,  but  Ms. 
Green  refused  to  move  from  the 
home  where  she  had  lived  most  of 
her  life,  said  Karen  Hall,  program 
director  of  the  mission  tour. 

Ms.  Green  would  have  been 
able  to  move  into  a  housing  proj¬ 
ect  in  the  city  but  she  believed  in 
her  heart  that  her  home,  somehow, 
would  be  restored,  Ms.  Hall  said. 

“The  home  had  been  neglected 
for  a  long  time.  She  was  a  lady  of 
great  faith  but  of  small  means," 
said  Craig  Ramsey,  adult  volun¬ 
teer  and  First  United  Methodist 
Church’s  minister  of  music. 

Ms.  Green,  a  retired  school¬ 
teacher,  was  living  on  a  small  pen¬ 
sion  and  Social  Security  check  and 
didn't  have  enough  money  to  keep 
up  with  repairs  and  other  necessi¬ 
ties  on  her  home,  Ms.  Hall  said. 

The  front  porch  was  caved  in  so 
badly  that  the  area  Meals  on  Wheels 


"She  said  she  had  a 
dream  that  God  had 
brought  her  a  bunch  of 
people  to  fix  her  house." 

— Jesse  Chilcutt 


and  Home  Health  Agency  wouldn’t 
come  to  her  house  any  more. 

Ms.  Green  managed  to  cross  the 
porch  on  her  way  back  and  forth 
to  her  church  down  the  street. 

“We  had  to  drive  out  all  the 
cockroaches  and  mice  before  we 
began  work,”  Mr.  Ramsey  said. 
“It  was  a  pretty  bad  situation. 
There  was  one  rat’s  nest,  a  couple 
of  spiders,  and  there  were  big 
holes  in  the  floor.’’ 

Working  with  what  Mr.  Ramsey 
described  as  vigor  and  a  lot  of 
love,  the  group  built  a  front  porch, 
a  utility  room  and  a  bathroom. 
The  old  bathroom  had  been  inop¬ 
erable  for  some  time. 

Even  the  little  kids  helped 

The  young  people  ripped  off  old 
split  siding,  put  up  new  siding  and 
painted  it.  The  group  also  cleaned, 
replastered  and  repainted  the  in¬ 
side  of  the  house. 

“We  had  some  smaller  ones  to 
fall  asleep  right  on  the  ground  and 
then  get  up  and  go  right  back  to 
work,”  Mr.  Ramsey  said.  “God 
blessed  the  work.  It  was  terrific.” 

Mostly  the  boys  worked  outside 
and  the  girls  worked  inside,  but  by 
the  end  of  the  project,  girls  were 
swinging  hammers,  too,  Ms.  Hall 
said. 

No  one  had  special  training  in 
construction  except  a  one-night 
“hands-on”  class  at  the  church. 

The  mission  tour  is  the  first  for 
the  youth  group,  Ms.  Hall  said. 
Normally  the  young  people  go  on 
choir  tours. 

The  group  did,  however,  get  to 
sing  at  Ms.  Green’s  church — 
Sandy  Grove  Missionary  Bap¬ 
tist — and  at  a  Lumberton  city 
council  meeting. 

“I  thought  the  trip  would  be 
boring  because  we  weren’t  going  to 
sing.  But  it’s  the  best  trip  I’ve  ever 
had,”  said  one  youth.  “Everyone 
bonded  together.” 


Dear  Deborah: 

It  is  almost  time  for  the  Christmas 
season  again,  and  I  am  determined 
that  it  will  be  better  than  last  year. 

We  have  four  children,  and  my 
husband  and  I  both  work  full  time. 

Still  we  do  not  have  a  lot  of  extra 
money  to  spend  on  Christmas. 

Last  year  I  tried  to  make  gifts  and 
do  all  my  own  baking  so  that  it 
would  be  less  expensive. 

Adding  that  to  all  the  school  and 
church  and  music  programs,  mak¬ 
ing  costumes  and  driving  the  chil¬ 
dren  everywhere,  and  our  own 
family  traditions,  I  got  so  tired  I 
missed  church  Christmas  Eve  and 
slept  most  of  Christmas  day. 

Got  any  ideas  for  ways  to  manage 
this  situation? 

Denise 

History  of  Hymns 

Hymn  has  Advent  imagery 


Commentary^ 


Where  should  Christians  stand  on  the  latest 
public  skirmish  about  teaching  self-esteem? 


By  SIDNEY  CALLAHAN 

Religious  News  Service 

The  fight  over  self-esteem. 

In  California,  self-esteem  programs 
in  the  schools  have  provoked  attacks 
from  taxpayers  who  think  their  mon¬ 
ey  should  be  spent  only  to  teach  read¬ 
ing,  writing  and  arithmetic. 

Given  that  such  programs  are 
likely  to  be  proposed  in  other  states, 
what  stance  should  Christians  take? 

Much  will  depend  on  how  self-es¬ 
teem  is  defined.  Will  a  person  with 
self-esteem  be  different?  Is  self-es¬ 
teem  the  same  as  selfishness?  As 
sinful  pride? 

Clearly  there  are  drawbacks  to 
blindly  advocating  self-esteem. 
Anyone  who  doubts  how  easily  it 
can  be  distorted  need  only  listen  to 


certain  vocal  members  of  the  “me 
generation”  who  see  any  sacrificial 
act  as  springing  from  a  lack  of  self¬ 
esteem. 

Guilt  is  vital 

Another  reason  for  caution  is  that 
every  morally  responsible  person 
should  be  ashamed  of  harmful  be¬ 
havior,  should  feel  guilt. 

If  we  have  freely  chosen  wrongdo¬ 
ing.  violated  our  moral  standards,  we 
ought  to  be  otherwise  than  aglow 
with  self-esteem.  To  be  guiltless  or 
shameless  is  to  be  a  psychopath. 

Yet  from  the  beginning,  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  enjoined  to  love 
one's  neighbor  as  one’s  self  and  also 
to  “die  to  self'  and  “lose  one’s  life 
in  order  to  find  it." 

Beyond  that,  it  does  seem  that  per- 


If  we  have  freely  chosen  wrongdoing,  violated  our 
moral  standards,  we  ought  to  be  otherwise  than 
aglow  with  self-esteem.  To  be  guiltless  or  shameless 
is  to  be  a  psychopath. 


Holiday's  religious  tone  evolved 


Religious  News  Service 

The  holiday  we  call  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  is  part  ancient  harvest  festi¬ 
val.  part  religious  observance 
and  part  Pilgrim  history. 

Little  is  known  about  the  three- 
day  gathering  that  now  serves  as  a 
model  for  the  holiday,  the  meeting 
of  Pilgrims  and  Indians  in  Plym¬ 
outh  Colony  one  year  after  the 
Mayflower  docked  in  1 620. 

According  to  documents  from 
that  era,  the  gathering  took  place 
between  Sept.  21  and  Nov.  9., 
1621. 

The  menu  included  cod,  sea 
bass,  wildfowl,  com  meal  and  five 
deer  brought  by  Indians. 

As  described  in  “The  Thanks¬ 
giving  Primer,”  the  harvest  festi¬ 
vals  were  held  in  successive 
years,  and  feasting  was  often  ac¬ 
companied  by  games. 

Recreation  would  have  been 
unthinkable  in  connection  with 
another  forerunner  of  Thankgiv- 
ings,  the  formal  Pilgrim  holy 
days  of  thanks,  which  were  root¬ 


ed  in  the  Pilgrims'  Puritan  reli¬ 
gious  heritage. 

Those  Puritan  holy  days  were 
held  at  times  when  believers  felt 
God  was  bestowing  favors  on  the 
community. 

The  first  such  holy  day  on 
American  soil  was  declared  in 
1623  after  a  rain  shower  saved 
the  Plymouth  Colony’s  crops. 

Religious  observance  got  a 
boost  from  early  presidents,  begin¬ 
ning  with  George  Washington.  He, 
along  with  Presidents  Adams  and 
Monroe,  declared  national  days  of 
Thanksgiving,  continuing  a  cus¬ 
tom  that  began  with  the  Continen¬ 
tal  Congress  in  1777. 

The  idea  was  to  set  aside  a  day 
for  thanking  God. 

In  1863,  President  Lincoln  res¬ 
urrected  and  doubled  the  custom 
of  national  declarations,  which 
had  become  defunct  early  in  the 
19th  century.  Lincoln  declared 
two  Thanksgivings,  one  in  Au¬ 
gust  and  the  other  the  last  Thurs¬ 
day  in  November. 


manent  states  of  damaged  self-es¬ 
teem  produce  destructive  behavior. 

If  I  judge  myself  a  social  disaster, 

I  avoid  people. 

And  if  I’m  just  no  good  anyway, 
why  worry  about  morality? 

Deeply  ingrained  negative  self- 
images  affect  feelings  and  thoughts 
and  pose  serious  obstacles  to  coping 
with  life. 

The  famous  “little  engine  that 
could"  (of  female  gender,  by  the 
way)  was  able  to  pull  its  huge  train¬ 
load  up  the  hill  because  she  kept 
saying  to  herself,  “I  think  I  can,  1 
think  I  can.  1  think  1  can." 

A  certain  level  of  positive  self-es¬ 
teem,  a  feeling  of  being  a  good 
enough  person,  a  generally  effective 
one,  seems  necessary  in  order  to 
tackle  the  world,  to  keep  on  trying 
when  things  get  tough. 

Fair  enough,  but  is  it  possible  to 
devise  a  program  for  treating  chil¬ 
dren  or  adults  that  can  help  change 
a  person  who  feels  hopeless,  help¬ 
less  or  worthless?  According  to  a 
great  deal  of  research  and  common 
human  experience,  the  answer 
seems  to  be  yes. 

A  good  part  of  our  self-esteem  is 
produced  by  assimilating  the  inter¬ 
personal  scenarios  we  experience 
every  day.  A  child,  or  an  adult,  who 
is  being  loved,  respected  and  lis¬ 
tened  to  learns  to  do  the  same  with 
self  and  others. 

Foundation  must  be  solid 

Still,  critics  of  self-esteem  pro¬ 
grams  make  a  valid  point  when  they 
point  out  that  self-esteem  must  be 
built  on  real  efforts  of  individuals. 
Self-esteem  can  be  encouraged,  nur¬ 
tured,  even  taught  by  example. 

But  it  needs  the  cooperation  of 
the  recipient.  In  a  context  of  real 
world  standards,  it  would  be  wrong 


Dear  Denise: 

You  are  not  alone  in  this  dilem¬ 
ma.  There  are  several  things  you 
might  do.  First,  you  and  your  hus¬ 
band  can  talk  with  the  children  and 
together  decide  what  Christmas  real¬ 
ly  means  to  you  in  light  of  your 
Christian  beliefs. 

Then  make  a  list  of  everything 
you  did  last  year  and  together  set 
priorities  that  will .  enable  you  to 
have  not  just  a  “holiday"  but  a 
"holy  day. " 

Decide  which  of  the  items  on  the 
list  can  be  eliminated  and  which 
ones  can  be  delegated  to  your  hus¬ 
band.  children  or  other  kinfolk.  For 
example,  start  a  new  tradition  of 
having  the  children  bake  the  cookies. 
Yes.  I  know  it  takes  more  time,  but 
it  creates  memories  for  them. 


Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  mighty  gales:  - 
Behold,  the  King  of  glory  wails: 

The  King  of  kings  is  drawing  near : 
The  Savior  of  the  world  is  here! 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  an  appropriate  hymn  for 
the  first  Sunday  in  Advent. 

The  author  is  Georg  Weissel,  son 
of  the  burgomeister  of  Domnau.  a 
village  in  Prussia  in  the  early  17th 
century. 

Well  educated,  he  became  a  not¬ 
ed  scholar  and  school  teacher  and 
was  ordained  to  the  Lutheran  min¬ 
istry.  At  age  33  he  became  pastor  of 
the  Altrossgart  Church  at  Konigs- 
berg,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1635. 

Catherine  Winkworth’s  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  German  hymn  appeared 
in  1855.  Her  skill  in  turning  the 
German  lines  into  singable  and  lyri¬ 
cal  English  is  evident. 

The  imagery  in  the  first  stanza  is 
suggested  by  Psalm  24,  a  picture  of 
an  Old  Testament  procession  of  the 
temple  choir,  the  priests,  the  proph¬ 


ets  and  worshipers  worthy  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  temple. 

Upon  this  scene  is  superimposed 
the  advent  of  the  Savior. 

Stanza  three  is  a  prayer  addressed 
to  Christ,  the  Redeemer,  and  con¬ 
cludes: 

Let  us  thy  inner  presence  feel: 

Thy  grace  and  love  in  us  reveal. 

Stanza  four  concludes  the  prayer 
with  the  plea  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  lead  us  until  we  achieve  our 
"glorious  goal."  Then: 

Eternal  praise,  eternal  fame 

Be  offered.  Savior,  to  thy  name! 

The  tune  “Truro”  appeared  as  a 
psalm  tune  in  a  collection  by 
Thomas  Williams,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  London  in  1789. 

The  tune  bears  the  name  of  an 
ancient  town  in  Southwestern  Corn¬ 
wall.  a  cathedral  city  and  an  English 
Channel  port. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Break  Forth,  O  Beauteous  Heavenly 
Light" 


Methodist  is  tutoring 
teachers  in  inland  China 


to  try  to  sell  a  pseudo  brand  of  self¬ 
esteem  made  up  of  two  parts  pity, 
one  part  mindless  permissiveness. 

Another  dangerous  foundation 
for  a  self-esteem  program  could  be 
the  celebration  of  one’s  own  fa¬ 
vored  race,  class  or  elite  status.  We 
should  remember  that  healthy,  in¬ 
telligent  Aryan  Nazi  youth  cadres 
had  high  morale  and  esprit  in  their 
benighted  belief  that  they  were  a 
master  race. 

Christians  should  counter  any  neg¬ 
ative  strains  in  self-esteem  ideologies 
by  emphasizing  an  egalitarian  foun¬ 
dation  for  self-esteem.  For  a  believer, 
self-esteem  arises  from  the  good  news 
that  God  has  created  us  equal  and 
made  us  in  the  divine  image. 

Human  beings  are  good,  like  the 
rest  of  creation,  and  each  of  us  is 
equally  beloved  in  our  uniqueness. 

In  gratitude,  we  love  each  other 
and  ourselves  as  God  loves  us.  God 
judges  by  other  than  worldly  stand¬ 
ards,  so  an  individual’s  work,  effort 
and  good  will  can  count  as  much  as 
great  talent  and  gifts. 

Surely,  too,  altruism  or  the  dying 
to  self  known  as  self-giving  sacrifice 
must  be  intrinsic  to  the  highest 
forms  of  self-esteem.  God,  who  by 
definition  has  no  self-esteem  prob¬ 
lem,  has  made  it  clear  that  giving  to 
others  is  the  divine  rule  of  life. 

So  in  the  end,  given  our  gospel 
and  the  psychosocial  harm  that  de¬ 
rives  from  damaged  self-esteem,  I 
think  Christians  should  support 
modern  psychological  movements 
to  enhance  it.  We  would  be  wrong 
to  boycott  or  oversimplify  a  poten¬ 
tially  positive  social  movement. 

If  there  are  fights  in  the  schools, 
we  should  join  in,  exerting  leader¬ 
ship  aimed  at  ensuring  that  the 
goals  of  programs  are  rooted  in 
moral  concerns. 


By  SHERRI  KIMMEL  DIEGEL 
Dancing  Buckets 

Heads  bowed  low,  bodies  swaying 
gait,  molded  to  a  giving  yoke 
Dancing  buckets  balance  treasured 
liquid,  spilling  not  a  drop. 

Rows  await  the  rhythmic  ladle, 
slowly  tended  in  painful  ardor. 
NANCHANG,  China— Thirty 
years  after  Western  Maryland  Col¬ 
lege  English  Professor  Richard 
Hovey  urged  her  to  “read,  read, 
read  and  write,  write,  write,”  Don¬ 
na  Lee  Brown  finally  is  heeding  his 
admonition. 

In  the  midst  of  year  one  of  a  two- 
year  stay  as  an  English  teacher  in 
Nanchang,  Jangxi  Province,  the 
Peoples’  Republic  of  China,  Ms. 
Brown  finds  herself  documenting 
her  ventures  in  verse  and  prose. 

As  a  member  of  the  Amity  Foun¬ 
dation,  a  private,  Christian-based 
Chinese  organization  that  hires  in¬ 
ternational  individuals  to  help 
modernize  the  sprawling  country, 
Ms.  Brown  devotes  most  of  her 
time  to  teaching  in  a  large  city  in 
China's  impoverished  mid  section. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  provided  Ms.  Brown’s 
transportation  and  training.  She  is  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Austin,  Texas. 

Ms.  Brown's  primary  duty  is 


Donna  Lee  I 


,to  teach  the  En¬ 
glish  language 
as  well  as  par¬ 
ticipatory 
methods  of 
teaching  En¬ 
glish  and  other 
subjects  to  30 
Chinese  middle 
school  teachers. 

“The  Chinese 

education  system  up  to  now  1 
ways  been  learning  by  rote 
ry,"  explains  Ms.  Brown,  55. 

“At  about  age  7  or  8  they  begin  to 
memorize  three  very  important 
books" — one  each  on  Chinese  his¬ 
tory,  philosophy  and  politics. 

“So  by  ages  12  or  13  these  chil¬ 
dren  have  memorized  three  entire 
books. 

"That’s  how  they  study  and  leam. 
When  we  get  these  people  as  adults 
in  class  they  are  very,  very  fright¬ 
ened  of  the  American  methods. 

"Since  I’ve  been  a  special  educa¬ 
tion  teacher  for  many  years  I  began 
using  many  of  those  techniques  to 
build  the  students’  confidence  and 
self-esteem.” 

For  her  expertise,  Amity  pays  her 
$350  a  month — nine  times  the  sala¬ 
ry  of  a  Chinese  teacher. 
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NANCHANG,  China — Schoolchildren  like  these  living  in  Nanchang 
may  have  never  seen  a  foreigner,  says  Donna  Lee  Brown,  a  United 
Methodist  teacher  working  in  the  country.  Even  though  Nanchang 
has  a  population  of  more  than  2  million,  the  city  has  only  20  non- 
Chinese  residents. 
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"We  can  make  the  college  the  best  it's  ever  been." 

Dear  Friends: 

Exuberance.  Optimism.  Enthusiasm.  Pride.  Delight.  I  confess 
that  these  feelings  constitute  the  range  of  my  emotion  after  my 
first  year  here  at  Centenary. 


Last  year  was  one  of  new  begin¬ 
nings  for  us.  The  process  of  getting 
acquainted  and  reacquainted  has 
been  productive  and  positive  for  us 
all,  and  we  stand  ready  to  embark 
on  a  new  era  in  the  college's  distin¬ 
guished  history  Freshman  enroll¬ 
ment  for  1992-1993  is  up  over  15 
percent,  our  Annual  Fund  for  Great 
Teachers  and  Scholars  develop¬ 
ment  drive  exceeded  its  goal  of  $  1. 1 
million,  and  Centenary  has  become 
a  perennial  favorite  on  nation-wide 
lists  of  "best  buy”  colleges. 

This  year,  we  developed  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  2000  Plan.  This  blueprint  is 
the  collective  expression  of  the  col¬ 
lege's  aspiration  for  the  future,  as 
distilled  from  the  input  of  the  en¬ 
tire  college  during  the  past  year.  We 
explored  our  potential  —  minds 
and  hearts,  buildings  and  grounds, 
ambitions  and  dreams  —  and 
forged  a  plan  for  the  next  century. 
The  Centenary  2000  Plan  will  bring 
us  with  confidence  and  conviction 
to  the  threshold  of  the  next  century, 
ready  to  begin  the  college's  next 
175  years! 

Highlights  of  the 
Centenary  2000  Plan 

Academics  at  Centenary  — 

Our  Reason  for  Being 

Our  faculty  will  work  to  enhance 
the  quality  of  instruction  and  advis¬ 
ing  of  students.  Our  college  will 
continue  to  recognize  and  reward 
superior  teaching  and  scholarship 
and  to  promote  heightened  levels 
of  achievement,  innovation  and 
professionalism  in  students  and 
faculty  alike. 


The  news  is  out:  Centenary  is  among  the 
best  liberal  arts  colleges  in  the  United 


States,  according  to  U.S.  News  &  World 
Report,  and  M oneu  Guide  Magazine, 
which  ranked  us  as  one  of  the  best  values 
in  education.  President  Kenneth  Schwab 
(above)  has  plans  to  sustain  the  level  of 
quality. 

Size  and  Composition  of  Student  Body 

Centenary  College  will  be  instruc¬ 
ting  1000  highly  qualified  full-time 
undergraduates  annually.  These 
students  will  represent  diverse 
ethnic,  geographic  and  racial  back¬ 
grounds. 

A  Distinctive  Education 

Every  student  at  Centenary 
College  will  have  at  least  one  social 
service  project  and  at  least  one 
experience  of  living  and  working 
within  a  different  culture,  i.e.  an 
Amish  community,  an  Indian  reser¬ 
vation,  London,  Paris  or  Moscow. 
Special  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
interdisciplinary  learning. 


Church  Council 
Takes  More 
Focused  Approach 

By  Dick  Anders 
Director  of  Church  Relations 

The  Centenary  Church  Council  will 
take  a  more  focused  approach  in  its 
work  to  affirm  and  enhance  the 
relationship  between  Centenary  College 


Internationalization  of  the  Campus 

Centenary  will  increase  focus  in 
curriculum  in  other  countries 
outside  the  United  States,  and  fac¬ 
ulty  will  be  encouraged  and 
supported  in  their  foreign  study 
projects.  The  diversity  of  students 
from  other  countries  at  Centenary 
will  promote  awareness  and  accep¬ 
tance  of  varying  languages,  cultures 
and  religious  views. 

A  Sense  of  Community 

The  campus  will  be  a  laboratory 
for  leadership  development, 
catalyzed  by  a  constant  flow  of 
artists,  writers,  scientists,  musicians 
and  statespeople.  Centenary  is  a 
thoughtful  and  thought-filled  com¬ 
munity  that  fosters  trust, 
commitment,  esteem,  high  morale 
and  high  morals  among  its 
constituent  members. 

Research,  Development  and  Learning 

Centenary  is  a  community  of 
learners,  and  the  college  — 
students,  faculty  and  staff  alike  — 
will  be  encouraged  and  supported 
in  their  intellectual  and  professional 
development. 

Focus  on  Facilities 

Major  campus-wide  renovations 
are  slated,  with  a  particular  empha¬ 
sis  placed  on  state-of-the-art  com¬ 
puter  and  science  technologies,  and 
facilities  that  will  be  equipped  to 


meet  the  progressive  rigors  of  high¬ 
er  education  in  the  2 1  st  Century. 

Centenary’s  Credo  underwent  a 
slight  but  significant  change  during 
the  formulation  of  the  Centenary 
2000  Plan.  Whereas  it  once  read  "We 
aspire  to  be  one  of  the  best  small 
colleges  in  the  South,"  it  now  reads 
"We  aspire  to  be  one  of  the  best 
small  colleges  in  the  nation."  This 
sentence,  v^ith  its  modest  modifica¬ 
tion,  reflects  how  our  disposition 
has  changed  in  the  past  year.  Every¬ 
thing  that  is  right  about  Centenary, 
everything  that  has  coalesced  to 
make  us  "one  of  the  best  small  col¬ 
leges  in  the  South”  will  remain; 
however,  our  vision,  our  desire  to 
fulfill  an  even  greater  possibility 
and  to  share  that  possibility  with 
the  rest  of  the  country,  has  evolved. 

Centenary  2000  promises  to  be  a 
major  undertaking  for  us  all;  but 
with  dedication  to  the  institution 
and  commitment  to  one  another,  we 
can  make  the  college  the  best  that 
it  has  ever  been  —  and  ourselves 
the  best  that  we  have  ever  been! 


With  exuberance,  optimism, 
enthusiasm,  pride, 
and  delight, 


Kenneth  L.  Schwab 
President 


Campus  Visits 

High  school  juniors  and  seniors  are  invited  to  visit  Centenary  during 
special  Campus  Visit  Days  or  by  appointment  during  the  year. 

Preview  Dav 

Friday,  January  22, 1993 

Scholarship  Dav 

Friday,  February  12, 1993 
Registration  deadline,  Friday,  January  15, 1993 

Admissions  Recommended  Deadline  for  Application 

Monday,  February  15,  1993 

lunior  Dav 

Monday,  March  15, 1993 

Individual  visits  by  appointment. 

For  more  information  call  318-869-5131  or  1-800-234-4448. 


and  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

At  a  meeting  earlier  this  year,  the 
state-wide  organization  adopted  a 
new  covenant  presented  by  Centen¬ 
ary  President  Kenneth  Schwab  which 
will  focus  on  the  following  four  areas: 

•  Admissions  —  The  Church  Coun¬ 
cil  Admissions  Committee  will  work 
directly  with  the  College  to  facilitate 
ways  for  Centenary  staff  to  make  vis¬ 
its  to  churches,  district  events,  and 
conference  events  that  attract  our 
Methodist  youth.  We  are  your 
Methodist  College,  and  we  want  to 
educate  your  children. 

•  Scholarship  Development  —  This 
committee  will  work  with  Dr  Schwab 
and  with  Dick  Anders,  Director  of 
Church  Relations,  to  establish  new 
scholarships  in  churches  and  districts. 
With  the  cost  of  education  increasing, 
this  is  a  much  needed  and  very  chal¬ 
lenging  objective  for  the  Council. 

•  Fiscal  Support  —  This  committee 


will  work  with  Dr.  Schwab;  the  Rev. 
Sam  Hook,  Vice  President  for 
Development,  and  other  Centenary 
staff  members  to  match  donors  with 
programs  and  needs  at  the  College. 
There  are  many  ways  to  invest  in 
Centenary  and  its  students,  and 
through  professional  planning,  we 
can  assist  donors  with  their  philan¬ 
thropic  goals. 

•  Information  Network  —  The 
Church  Council  Response  Commit¬ 
tee  will  offer  advice  and  sugges¬ 
tions  to  the  College  so  that  we  can 
do  a  better  job  in  serving  our 
clients.  They  will  also  serve  as  a 
network  in  the  local  church,  district 
and  conference  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion  about  Centenary. 

For  more  information  on  the  Cen¬ 
tenary  Church  Council  or  to  learn 
how  you  can  be  a  part  of  this  orga¬ 
nization,  please  call  Dick  Anders, 
Director  of  Church  Relations, 
318/869-5156. 


Administrative  Appointments 


Dr.  Dorothy  Bird  Gwin,  who  serves  the  College  in  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations,  is 
joined  by  new  members  of  the  administrative  staff  Samuel  S.  Hook  (left),  Vice  President 
for  Development,  and  Dr.  Robert  B areikis,  Dean  of  the  College 


Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  (right),  director  of  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers, 
meets  with  Courtney  McLaughlin,  a  junior  from  Fort  Worth,  and  Patricia  Ellis,  a  fresh¬ 
man  from  Dallas. 


Church  Careers 
Program  Under  New 
Leadership 


By  iayne  Trammell-Kelly 
Director,  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers 

As  the  Centenary  School  of 

Church  Careers  celebrates  its 
18th  anniversary  this  fall,  we 
move  towards  an  exciting  time  of 


looking  back  at  history,  looking 
around  us  in  the  present  and  look¬ 
ing  toward  a  vision  of  the  future. 

The  needs  of  the  church  are 
changing.  How  can  we  help  meet 
those  needs? 

The  Centenary  School  of  Church 
Careers  (CSCC)  has  invested  itself 
in  preparing  people  fora  life  in 
ministry.  Here  we  walk  toward  be¬ 
ing  a  community  that  deals  with  is¬ 
sues  of  faith.  It  is  a  place  for  explor¬ 
ation  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  of  what  it  means  to  be  called 
by  God,  of  what  it  means  to  be  a 
person  of  faith  and  integrity. 

As  a  part  of  a  great  liberal  arts  tra¬ 
dition  here  at  Centenary  College, 
we  offer  opportunities  for  a  variety 
of  experiences  in  ministry.  We  call 
these  experiences  field  education 
internships.  Field  Education  is  a 
vital  part  of  what  we  are  about  — 
preparing  people  for  ministry. 

Over  the  course  of  their  four 
years  with  us,  students  will  move 
through  three  phases  of  our  pro¬ 
gram.  The  phases  move  from  a 
broad  understanding  of  the  church, 
its  ministry,  and  theology  language, 
in  Phase  I,  to  a  deeper  understand¬ 
ing  and  commitment  to  a  vocation 
in  the  church  where  they  feel  called 
to  minister  in  Phase  III.  As  a  cumu¬ 
lative  process  of  their  experiences 
here,  students  are  required  to  write 
an  intensive,  reflective,  methodical 
statement  of  their  beliefs  called  a 
credo.  This  process  will  continue 
long  after  they  leave  Centenary  but 
the  credo  will  give  students  a  good 
beginning  in  learning  how  to  articu¬ 
late  their  faith. 

We  expect  a  great  deal  of  our  stu¬ 
dents  in  CSCC.  Part  of  what  makes 
our  program  so  distinctive  is  the 
high  level  of  commitment  to  the 
goals  of  education  and  self- 
reflection  we  require.  Unique  to  our 
vigorous  program  here  at  Centen¬ 
ary,  students  are  not  only  involved 
in  field  education,  but  will  be  a  part 
of  an  on-going  small  group,  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  colloquiums,  worship 
experiences  and  intensive  journal¬ 
ing.  The  circle  that  surrounds  each 
student  in  our  program  is  designed 


to  challenge  and  support  the  stu¬ 
dent  as  she/he  struggles  with  is¬ 
sues  of  life,  faith,  vocation,  and 
self-image.  As  students  grow  in 
their  calling  to  ministry,  they  find 
within  CSCC  support,  understand¬ 
ing  and  further  challenges  to  be  all 
they  can  be. 

The  vision  of  Church  Careers 
continues  as  we  strive  to  be  a  safe 
place  to  come  and  struggle  with 
issues  of  faith  and  how  God  may 
be  calling  us  to  ministry. 

The  Church  Careers  Program 
continues  to  surround  our  students 
with  support  through  the  CSCC 
Circle: 


Field  Education  Internship 


Director/Associate  Director 

Fifty-three  percent  of  our  last 
year's  graduates  went  on  to  min¬ 
istries  in  local  churches,  schools  . 
and  social  service  agencies.  The  ■  ; 
remaining  forty-seven  percent 
went  on  to  graduate  schools  in  the 
field  of  Theology,  Religion  Educa¬ 
tion,  medicine,  and  law.  We  are 
proud  of  our  graduates  and  of  our 
program. 

A  graduate  of  Centenary  who  had 
been  a  part  of  Church  Careers  re¬ 
cently  said,  "My  experiences  in 
Church  Careers  better  prepared 
me  for  the  issues  and  ideals  pre¬ 
sented  to  me  as  I  began  my  semi¬ 
nary  education.  I  will  always  be 
thankful  for  my  time  at  Centenary 
and  in  Church  Careers. 

"CSCC  is  an  exciting  place  to  be! 

I  am  thrilled  to  be  a  part  of  such  a 
caring,  committed  ministry  to  col¬ 
lege  students  that  strives  to  help 
people  find  a  way  to  use  their  gifts 
and  graces  to  serve  God.’’ 
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He 

Shall 

Be  Named 


Bishop  William 
Oden 

Ten  years  ago  last  month,  a  single  black  granite  memorial  to  the 
Vietnam  War  dead  was  dedicated.  It  contained  58,000  names.  The  me¬ 
morial  is  a  long  wall  between  the  Washington  Monument  and  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Memorial  in  our  nation’s  capital. 

What  I  will  always  remember  about  my  visit  to  what  some  have 
called  America’s  “Wailing  Wall”  is  the  way  persons  would  search  dili¬ 
gently  for  a  name,  stand  in  front  of  the  name  for  the  longest  time,  then 
touch  the  name  carved  in  the  granite  ever  so  gently.  In  that  touch,  lives 
were  reconnected. 

Advent  is  a  mystery  through  which  God  connects  with  us  and  we 
connect  with  our  creator  through  the  birth  of  Jesus.  Let  this  be  a  time 
of  touching  the  name. 

“He  is  named  Wonderful,  Counselor,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Fa¬ 
ther,  Prince  of  Peace.”  Isaiah  9:6. 


It  was  a  beautiful  autumn  day  —  a  "great  day  for  a  barbecue  in  the 
country.  The  leaves  were  many  shades  of  red,  orange,  green  and 
gold  on  the  400  acres  of  the  Conference  Center  as  clergy  and  laity 
joined  The  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  center  site. 


Apportionment  Payments  Are  Due 
In  Conference  Office  by  Jan.  6 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  rules  state,  “All  remittances  for  the 
preceding  year  shall  be  mailed  to  the  Conference  treasurer  not  later 
than  the  Monday  after  the  first  Sunday  in  January  (Jan.  4,  1993)  and 
the  pastor’s  reports  No.  1  and  No.  2  shall  be  turned  in  and  checked  by 
auditors  at  district  meetings  . . .” 

These  district  meetings  are  scheduled  between  Jan.  11-14.  District 
superintendents  schedule  each  pastor  and  church  for  specific  times. 

Due  to  the  closing  of  the  books  of  the  General  Church  and  the  audit 
session  week,  the  Conference  treasurer’s  books  will  be  closed  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  6,  1993. 

All  1992  remittances  must  be  in  the  Conference  office  no  later  than 
Wednesday,  Jan.  6, 1993,  in  order  to  get  credit  for  92. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  about  meeting  this  deadline  contact  the  treasur¬ 
er’s  office  by  Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  1993. 


Christian  Nurture  Workshops  To  Focus  on  Four  Areas 


Churches  of  the  Louisiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  who  have  chosen  to 
emphasize  the  area  of  Christian 
Nurture  in  1993  will  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate  in  an  excit¬ 
ing  day  of  exploration  at  one  of  the 
two  workshops  —  one  in  Ruston  on 
Jan.  9  and  another  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  Jan.  23,  Linda  Fox,  task  force 
chair,  said.  A  diaconal  minister,  she 
is  director  of  Christian  education  at 
University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

Churches  who  have  chosen  to  be¬ 
come  A  Nurturing  Congregation 
will  examine  their  own  programs  of 
nurture  and  education,  particularly 
in  the  areas  of  leadership  develop¬ 
ment,  educational  outreach,  mem¬ 
bership  management  and  nurturing 
ministries  for  all  ages. 

Goal  Set 

The  goal  of  the  Nurturing  Con¬ 
gregation  will  be  to  emphasize  the 
special  role  Christian  education 
plays  in  nurturing  Christian  disci¬ 
ples. 

Possible  components  of  becom¬ 
ing  a  Nurturing  Congregation  are: 

t  Define  the  role  of  Christian 
education  ...  to  nurture  Christian 
disciples. 

t  Evaluate  and  improve  Christian 
education  in  the  church. 

t  Recruit  and  train  teachers  and 
leaders. 

t  Invite  and  receive  new  mem¬ 
bers. 

t  Reach  children  and  youth. 

“Nurture  and  education  take 
place  in  all  of  our  church  life,  not 
just  in  our  Sunday  school,”  Carolyn 
Dove,  Conference  staff  consultant, 
emphasized. 

To  Receive  Help 

At  the  workshops,  local  churches 


<\) 

' . . .  and  he  began  to  teach  them."  Matthew  5:1-2 


will  receive  specific  helps  for  local 
church  planning  through:  Presenta¬ 
tions  by  Conference  Christian  edu¬ 
cators;  discussion  with  other 
workshop  participants,  and  printed 
resources  which  will  be  available  to 
each  individual  participant  and  to 
each  local  church. 

“The  local  church  leadership 
teams  will  be  able  to  identify  specif¬ 
ic  areas  for  growth  and  will  plan 
their  own  local  church  strategy  for 
implementation  of  their  plan,”  Fox 
said. 

“We  will  explore  ways  of  reach¬ 
ing  out  through  Christian  education 
to  serve  our  communities.  Christian 
nurture  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  elements  of  a  vital 
church.” 

Schedule  Announced 

All  emphasis  areas  will  gather  for 
worship  at  10  a.m.  The  studies  will 
begin  at  1 1  a.m.  Persons  attending 


will  take  sack  lunches  for  a  short 
lunch  break. 

A  concentrated  study  time  is 
planned  for  1  to  4  p.m.  At  that  time 
local  church  teams  will  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  plan  a  Vision  2000  emphasis 
strategy  for  their  own  local  church. 

Resources  Provided 

Resource  help  will  be  available  to 
assist  in  the  planning  process,  the 
task  force  members  emphasize.  In¬ 
dividual  study  manuals  will  be 
available  for  $5  per  person.  Church 
resource  packets  will  be  $20  per 
packet. 

“Effective  Christian  nurture  will 
be  one  key  ingredient  for  vital 
church  congregations.  We  must  of¬ 
fer  varied  opportunities  for  the  spir¬ 
itual  development  of  our  people  as 
one  component  of  being  the  church 
that  invites,  serves,  nurtures  and 
celebrates  the  good  news  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  story.” 


209  Churches  Are  100  Per  Cent 
Paid  Up  On  Year's  Apportionments 


Norma  Winegeart,  LEFT,  and  Seola  Callahan  discuss  the  future  lo¬ 
cation  of  various  buildings  on  the  grounds  of  the  Conference  Cen¬ 
ter  near  Woodward  in  Rapides  Parish. 


Barbecue  and  fresh  air  —  a  great  combination. 


Connectional  ministry’s  appor¬ 
tionments  for  1992  (100  per  cent) 
have  been  submitted  by  209  of  the 
Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference’s  584 
churches  and 
many  others  are 
on  schedule  to 
pay  100  per  cent 
by  Dec.  31,  re¬ 
ports  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway,  Con¬ 
ference  Treasur- 
Dr.  Stone  Caraway  er- 

Louisiana 

Conference  churches  paid 
$3,556,940  for  apportionments  to 
the  Conference  Treasurer’s  Office 
during  the  first  10  months  of  1992. 

Apportionment  receipts  are 
$50,443  more  than  for  the  first  10 
months  of  1991,  Caraway  said. 
However,  due  to  a  nominal  increase 
in  1992,  the  percentage  of  appor¬ 
tionments  received  by  Oct.  28  of 
this  year  was  63.15,  compared  to 
64.53  by  Oct.  28  of  last  year. 

November  and  December  are  al¬ 
ways  our  greatest  months  for  giving 
to  missional  causes.  “We  know  that 
all  of  our  churches  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  want  to  give  their  best  effort  to 
reach  our  goal  of  1 00  per  cent  sup¬ 
port  of  connectional  ministries," 
Caraway  commented. 

The  churches  listed  here  have  al¬ 
ready  reached  this  goal.  A  year-end 
report  will  be  published  as  soon  as 
possible  after  Jan.  6,  1993,  the  final 
day  for  receiving  1992  remittances 
in  the  Conference  office. 

The  following  churches,  listed  by 
districts,  had  paid  100  per  cent  as  of 
Nov.  23: 

Acadiana 

Pecan  Island,  Briggs,  Asbury/ 
Franklin,  Trinity,  McGowen,  Gib¬ 
son,  Mt.  Vernon,  St.  Paul/Jeaner- 
ette,  Fitzgerald,  Mt.  Zion,  St. 
James.  Green  Chapel,  Wiley,  Me¬ 
morial/Matthews,  Melville,  Palmet¬ 
to,  Wesley/Napoleonville,  New 
Roads.  Vacherie  and  St.  James. 

Alexandria 

Fellowship,  Pleasant  Grove,  Wil¬ 
ton,  Strange,  Sanders’  Chapel,  First/ 


Boyce,  Lahey  Chapel,  Sieper,  Ever¬ 
green,  White’s  Chapel,  Emmanuel, 
St.  Maurice,  Belah,  Bayou  Chicot, 
Cheneyville.  Oak  Grove,  Beulah, 
Asbury/Natchitoches. 

Also,  Williams  Chapel,  St. 
Mark’s,  First/Natchitoches,  Olla, 
Urania,  Wesley,  St.  Mark’s,  Pol¬ 
lock,  Liberty  Chapel,  Provencal, 
Weaver,  Eddy  Justiss  Memorial, 
Eden,  First/Winnfield  and  Couley. 

Baton  Rouge 

First/Baker,  Evangeline,  Francis 
Asbury,  Andrew’s  Chapel,  Magno¬ 
lia,  Clinton,  Clear  Creek,  Mt.  Zion, 
St.  Peter/Donaldsonville,  St.  James/ 
Belle  Rose,  Meadows  Chapel,  Hurst 
Chapel  and  Bluff  Creek. 

Lake  Charles 

Wakefield.  Church  Point,  Iota, 
Maxie.  First/  DeQuincy,  Hopewell, 
Pine  Grove,  Ville  Platte,  Sweetlake, 
Gueydan,  A. A.  Bernard  Memorial/ 
Hayes,  Ragley  Squyres,  St.  Luke- 
Simpson. 

Also,  First/Leesville,  Holly 
Grove,  Macedonia,  Oakdale,  Pine 
Prairie,  Prospect,  Raymond, 
Branch.  Ebenezer,  Hackberry  and 
Trinity. 

Monroe 

Baskin,  Reily  Memorial,  St. 
James,  Crowville,  Epps.  Pioneer. 
Grayson,  Kelly,  Mangham,  Oak 
Ridge,  Rayville,  Holly  Ridge,  St. 
Joseph,  Wesley,  First/Harrisonburg 
and  First  West  Monroe. 

New  Orleans 

Arabi,  St.  James/Convent,  Ninde 
Chapel,  St.  James/Hahnvitle,  First/ 


D.J.  Furnish 
Is  Named 
Consultant 


Kenner,  Thomas,  St.  Matthew,  Me¬ 
tairie,  Hartzell,  LaHarpe,  Shaw 
Temple  and  St.  Paul/Harahan. 

North  Shore 

Amite,  Independence,  Live  Oak, 
Mary’s  Chapel,  Thirkield,  Harry’s 
Chapel,  Center,  Darlington,  Wald¬ 
heim,  Greensburg,  Wesley  Chapel, 
First/Hammond. 

Also,  Mangum  Chapel,  James 
Chapel,  Wesley  Chapel,  Hartzell 
Mt.  Zion,  First/Springfield,  Huff 
Chapel,  Maurepas,  Talisheek,  Tan¬ 
gipahoa,  Nesom  Memorial  Tickfaw, 
Sun  and  Bush. 

Ruston 

Ansley,  Arizona,  Bernice,  Chat¬ 
ham,  Concord,  Choudrant,  Clay, 
Downsville,  Mt.  Nebo,  Doyline, 
Sibley,  Dubach,  Antioch,  Farmer- 
ville,  Oak  Grove,  Shongaloo,  Hef¬ 
lin,  Brushwood,  Dodson. 

Also,  New  Hope,  First/Homer, 
Wesley  Chapel,  Lisbon,  Bird’s  Cha¬ 
pel,  First/  Minden,  Mt.  Zion,  Pil¬ 
grim’s  Rest,  Bethlehem,  Ringgold, 
Wesley  Chapel,  Grace/Ruston, 
Trinity /Ruston,  Sarepta,  Whitehall, 
Colquitt,  Evergreen  and  McIntyre. 

Shreveport 

Wesley  Chapel,  Crossroads,  Beth¬ 
any.  Hosston,  Gilliam.  Ida,  Bethel, 
Grand  Cane,  Wesley/Mansfield, 
Shady  Grove,  Oil  City,  New  Light, 
Mitchell,  Pleasant  Valley,  Bonchest. 

Also,  Fairview,  Converse,  Noble, 
Caddo  Heights,  Haughton,  Ellerbe 
Road,  Rosa,  St.  Matthew,  Love 
Chapel,  McDonald,  Momingside, 
Mt.  Zion,  Johnson  Chapel  and 
Trinity/Shreveport. 


Dr.  Dorothy  Jean  Furnish,  pro¬ 
fessor  emerita  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  at  Garrett  Evangelical 
Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  is  a  . 

consultant  for  La 

the  task  force  for 
A  Nurturing 
Congregation, 

Vision  2000  em¬ 
phasis.  At  Tv 

She  will  be  in  * 

Louisiana  to  ,  c 

,  .  ,  Dorothy  J.  Furnish 

conduct  work-  ’ 

shops  in  January  for  representatives 
of  the  various  local  churches  who 
will  stress  nurturing  this  coming 
year. 

Furnish  was  at  Garrett  from  1965 
to  1990  having  been  director  (for 
the  last  four  years  of  that  period)  of 
the  master’s  in  Christian  Educa- 
tion-in  Ministry  Degree  Program. 
Prior  to  1965  she  served  as  director 
of  Christian  education  at  United 
Methodist  churches  in  Nebraska 
and  Kansas. 

She  has  been  a  certified  director 
of  Christian  education  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  since  1948. 
Since  1976  she  has  been  a  leader  in 
the  “Children  and  the  Bible”  work¬ 
shops.  She  has  participated  in  over 
60  workshops  in  more  than  20 
states  and  Canada. 

She  has  written  chapters  on 
Christian  education  for  books  and 
articles  for  magazines.  An  example 
of  her  published  work  is  “How 
Shall  We  Plan?”  and  “Tradition  or 
Rut?”  for  Church  School ;  “The 
Treatment  of  Sexuality  in  Church 
School  Curriculum  Materials,  Ex- 
plorei' What  Shall  We  Do  About  the 
Bible?”  for  Nursery  Days,  and 
“Women  in  Religious  Education: 
Pioneers  for  Women  in  Profession¬ 
al  Ministry,”  in  Women  and  Reli¬ 
gion  in  America :  20th  Century 
edited  by  Rosemary  R.  Ruether  and 
Rosemary  S.  Keller,  Harpers. 


Conference  Rates 
For  Insurance  Set 

After  careful  examination 
and  discussion  of  1992  claims 
record  and  related  health  insur¬ 
ance  matters,  the  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions  approved  a 
10  per  cent  increase  for  1993 
premiums.  Dr.  Stone  Caraway, 
Louisiana  pension  officer,  said. 

“This  is  compared  with  re¬ 
gional  increases  of  20  per  cent 
and  national  increases  of  32  per 
cent,”  he  added. 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
monthly  rate  is  as  follows: 

1992  1993 

Family  ...  $  448  $  493 

Single  ...  $  1 68  $185 

65  (  +  )...  $75  $  82 

Half  of  these  premiums  are  to 
be  paid  by  the  local  churches  on 
behalf  of  the  pastor  (and  fam¬ 
ily). 


In  Memoriam 

The  Rev.  Robert  Roy  Grant,  re¬ 
tired  Louisiana  Conference  pastor, 
died  Nov.  16. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Anna 
B.  Grant,  910  Parkwood  Dr.,  West 
Monroe,  LA  71291,  and  a  son,  Rob¬ 
ert  B.  Grant  of  Houston. 


New  Abingdon  Press  Book  Helps  Youth  Retreat  Planning 


A  new  book  published  by  Abing¬ 
don  Press,  The  Complete  Youth 
Group  Checkup  and  Other  Great  Re¬ 
treats.  is  written  by  Thomas  A.  Sals- 
giver,  director  of  education  and 
ministries  for  Senior  High  Youth 
for  the  UMC. 

Carolyn  Dove,  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  youth  coordinator,  reports  that 


the  publication  is  helpful  in  plan¬ 
ning  retreats.  She  said  the  book  is  a 
collection  of  1 5  retreats  which  origi¬ 
nally  appeared  in  the  youth  publica¬ 
tion  Directions  in  Faith. 

The  retreats  which  have  been 
tested  and  proven  to  be  effective 
are  planned  to  help  youth  groups 
learn  how  to  function  as  a  group. 
For  example,  they  can  help  deter¬ 


mine  whether  a  youth  group  is 
building  a  community  of  trust  and 
responding  to  persons  who  need 
love  and  care. 

Other  retreat  programs  challenge 
youth  about  life  issues  such  as 
choosing  between  right  and  wrong 
and  dealing  with  stress.  The  book 
has  suggestions  and  detailed  in¬ 
structions.  ($9.95) 
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Malcolm  X,  racism  and  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 


Commentary: 


Autobiography  angered, 
then  enlightened  me 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Editor-at-large 

The  first  time  I  read  “The  Auto¬ 
biography  of  Malcolm  X,”  it  made 
me  angry. 

I  was  a  college  student  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  1960s.  Mal¬ 
colm's  own  anger 
seemed  directed  at 
me  and  “my  kind”: 
white,  middle-class  ** — * 

and  well-inten¬ 
tioned,  but  basical¬ 
ly  ignorant  of  black 
people's  experience  Stephen  Swecker 
of  oppression. 

He  made  me  angry  because  he 
was  right. 

I  didn't  know  about  rage 

I  had  learned  just  enough  in  col¬ 
lege  to  realize  that  I  didn’t  know 
much  at  all  about  the  rage  burning 
inside  countless  people  of  color.  Mal¬ 
colm  embarrassed  me  as  he  embar¬ 
rassed  other  white  people  who  didn’t 
enjoy  being  seared  by  the  heat  of  his 
basic  analysis:  to  be  white  was  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  evil  of  racism. 

He  also  made  me  angry  because 
he  ridiculed  the  one  black  leader  to 
whom  1  could  relate  despite  my  skin 
color:  his  contemporary,  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

In  his  book,  for  example,  Malcolm 
sarcastically  referred  to  a  King-led 
“march  on  Washington”  as  an  inef¬ 
fectual  “farce  on  Washington.” 

He  even  took  a  cynical  swipe  at 
Dr.  King’s  “I  have  a  dream”  speech 
which  had  inspired  so  many,  white 
and  black,  of  my  generation. 

Dr.  King  and  his  allies,  according 
to  Malcolm,  were  mere  dupes  of  the 
white  establishment,  titillated  by  hav¬ 
ing  their  “consciousness  raised”  but 
unable  to  see,  as  Malcolm  thought  he 
could,  the  ultimate  futility  in  efforts 
to  legislate  integration  of  the  races. 

Required  reading 

The  second  time  1  read  Mal¬ 
colm’s  “autobiography”  (it  was  ac¬ 
tually  ghost-written  “as  told  to” 
author  Alex  Haley)  10  years  later,  it 
was  required  reading  in  a  graduate 
school  class. 

I  was  less  angered  by  it  then  but 
no  less  embarrassed  by  its  relentless 
truth  about  racial  distortions  in  our 
society  that  even  “right  thinking” 
white  people  like  me  tolerated. 

Many  of  us  tolerated  those  distor¬ 
tions  not  because  we  approved  of 
them  or  believed  that  the  civil 
rights  legacy  of  the  martyred  Dr. 
King  had  eradicated  them. 

Rather,  we  tolerated  them  because 
we  felt  helpless  to  change  racist  atti¬ 
tudes  of  those  around  us,  including 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  Mary  said,  ‘My  soul  magni¬ 
fies  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  rejoices 
in  God  my  Savior,  for  he  has  looked 
with  favor  on  the  lowliness  of  his 
servant.’  ”  (NRSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  Jeremiah  29:11) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  6 

Monday:  Psalms  72: 1-8 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  1 1:1-5 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  11:6-10 
Thursday:  Matthew  3:1-3 
Friday:  Matthew  3:4-12 
Saturday:  Romans  15:4-6 
Sunday:  Romans  15:7-13 


EDITORS’  NOTE:  Events  in 
1992 — among  them  the  spring  ri¬ 
ots  in  Los  Angeles,  the  beating 
death  of  a  black  Detroit  motorist, 
white  supremacist  violence  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  the  opening  of  the  film, 
“Malcolm  X” — have  awakened 
Christians  to  a  renewed  focus  on 
racism.  The  film  in  particular,  as 
a  widely  discussed  American  cul¬ 
tural  event,  gives  congregations  an 
opportunity  to  examine  racism 
both  within  and  outside  the  body 
of  Christ  The  Reporter  offers  this 
special  page  of  perspectives,  in¬ 
cluding  discussion  questions  and 
an  invitation  for  reader  response, 
for  use  in  such  examinations. 

our  families  and  our  Christian  con¬ 
gregations,  and,  most  humiliating  of 
all,  those  within  ourselves. 

Disturbing  awareness 

What  troubled  me  most,  though, 
was  the  disturbing  awareness  that 
Malcolm  had  become,  in  his  turn  to 
Islam,  a  deeply  religious  person. 
This  made  him  even  harder  for  me 
to  dismiss. 

As  he  matured,  the  demagoguery 
of  his  youth  had  acquired  the  dis¬ 
turbing  resonance  of  an  authentic 
prophet  before  he  died  at  the  hand 
of  an  assassin — but  not  before  his 
electrifying  head-on  confrontation 
with  the  ugliness  of  racism  brought 
us  all  under  harsh  judgment. 

Like  all  true  prophets,  Malcolm 
X  showed  us  who  we  really  are.  It 
wasn’t,  and  isn’t,  a  pretty  sight. 

Racism,  he  said  in  effect,  is  a  sin- 
stained  window  onto  the  tragic  flaw 
in  our  human  nature  that  fouls  all 
of  our  relationships  and  twists  our 
souls.  Such  a  flaw  cannot  be  cured 
by  human  laws  alone. 

In  the  end,  Malcolm  X’s  lasting 
word  went  far  beyond  a  call  for 
change  in  social  structures  and  ways 
of  relating  across  racial  lines.  It  was, 
rather,  a  radical  call  to  conversion, 
to  spiritual  and  moral  renewal  that 
would  make  possible  a  whole  new 
way  of  living  in  unity  with  people  of 
all  races,  nationalities  and  religious 
backgrounds. 

A  call  to  God 

It  was,  if  the  truth  be  told,  a  call 
for  us  all  to  root  our  lives  in  God. 
Malcolm  X  rejected  Christianity, 
outwardly  at  least,  because  he  re¬ 
garded  it  as  the  religion  of  the  black 
people’s  oppressor  and  therefore  an 
instrument  of  oppression  itself. 

Ironically,  though,  in  his  tum 
from  Christianity  to  Islam  he  em¬ 
braced  in  the  latter’s  vision  of  unity 
the  very  spirit  to  which  Jesus  him¬ 
self  appealed  when  he  prayed  “that 
they  may  all  be  one”  (John  17:21). 

He  might  have  been  offended  to 
hear  it  said,  but  in  the  end  Malcolm, 
like  Martin  and  others  who  fought  to 
set  us  free  from  racism’s  sin,  was 
really  one  of  us.  As  such,  his  life’s 
work  challenges  us  even  now  to  pray 
and  work  for  day  when  God  “makes 
Christianity  more  Christian.” 

What  others 
are  saying = 

“On  both  sides  during  the  cold 
war,  the  ‘enemy’  was  quite  clearly 
defined  and  isolated.  Today  the  im¬ 
age  of  the  enemy  is  looked  for  else¬ 
where.  Xenophobia,  fanaticism, 
anti-Semitism  and  racism  define 
new  groups  as  the  new  enemy.” 

— Jean  Fischer,  general  secretary  of 
the  Conference  of  European 
Churches. 


Here  I  Stand= 


Why  the  silence  on  Malcolm  X? 


Malcolm  X 


FaithLine= 

What  practical  steps  can  we  as 
Christians  take  to  identify,  un¬ 
derstand,  and  combat  the  effects 
of  racism  in  our  society?  In  our 
congregations?  Within  ourselves? 
Call  “FaithLine”  at  214-630- 
6499  and  record  your  responses 
by  midnight  Dec.  9.  Please  be 
sure  to  give  us  your  name,  city 
and  telephone  number  so  that,  if 
needed,  we  can  verify  your  com¬ 
ments  for  publication. 


By  M.  ANDREW 
ROBINSON-GAITHER 

As  Spike  Lee’s  epic  movie  hits 
theaters  across  America,  why  is  the 
bastion  voice  of  the  African-Ameri¬ 
can  community  silent? 

As  millions  of  young  African- 
Americans  from  inner  cities  em¬ 
brace  the  teachings  of  Malcolm  X, 
where  is  the  voice  of  the  African- 
American  church? 

Is  it  silent  because  the  African- 
American  church  has  lost  touch  with 
the  pulse  of  youth  in  the  inner  cities? 

Maybe  Malcolm  X’s  political  ide- 
.  ology  is  not  acceptable  because  it 
challenges  people  and  systems  “by 
any  means  necessary!” 

Institution  for  change 

For  many,  the  African-American 
church  has  been  the  most  profound 
.  institution  for  social  change  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  Without  question,  Malcolm  X’s 
contributions  to  the  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  are  well  documented,  but  few 
mainstream  African-Americans  re¬ 
member  and  celebrate  him  as  a  major 
contributor  to  the  movement.  What 
would  the  African-American  church 
be  today  if  it  fully  embraced  and  ar¬ 
ticulated  the  teachings  of  Malcolm  X? 

Surely  if  the  church  had  embraced 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  read- 
ers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing  ] 
the  church.  The  Rev. 

M.  Andrew  Robin- 
son-Caither  is  pastor  j 
of  Faith  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  los  Angeles  (Califomia-Ra- 
cific  Annual  Conference). 

the  social,  political,  economic  and  cul¬ 
tural  teachings  of  Malcolm  X,  it  could 
understand  the  current  generation  of 
African-American  youths  who  quote 
Malcolm  X,  wear  Xs  on  their  clothes 
and  the  rappers  who  have  provided  a 
continued  teaching  of  Malcolm  X 
through  their  music. 

'Malcolm's  kids' 

For  this  reason,  black  youth  from 
America’s  inner  cities  are  “Mal¬ 
colm’s  kids.”  They  are  not  passive. 
Pop  culture  encourages  young  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  radical,  aggressive  and  rev¬ 
olutionary — that’s  something  that 
the  church  has  no  control  over. 

Malcolm  X  is  an  advocate  of  ag¬ 
gressive  self-defense.  This  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  passiveness  that  most 
churches  teach.  Isn’t  it  ironic  that 
today,  Islam  is  the  fastest  growing 


faith  expression  of  inner  city  Afri- 
can-American  males? 

The  church  cannot  remain  silent 
on  Malcolm  X  or  it  will  find  itself 
out  of  touch  with  the  masses  of 
young  people  it’s  trying  to  reach,  or  . 
the  silent  baby  boomers  who  quietly 
embrace  Malcolm  X  because  they 
do  not  want  to  offend  their  elders. 

Embracing  Malcolm  X 

Young  people  are  embracing 
Malcolm  X  with  or  without  the 
church’s  permission.  Will  the  • 
church  seek  to  understand  “Mal¬ 
colm’s  kids”  or  will  it  allow  others 
to  define  Malcolm  X  for  them?  Em¬ 
powerment  is  a  vision  the  church 
and  the  community  needs  to  rede¬ 
fine  in  the  context  of  the  current 
state  of  urban  America. 

Malcolm  X  said,  “When  you  hear 
me  say  ‘by  any  means  necessary,’  I 
mean  exactly  that,  political,  econom¬ 
ic,  social,  physical,  anything  that’s 
necessary  as  long  as  it’s  intelligently 
directed  and  designed  to  get  results.” 

Why  is  the  black  church  silent  on 
Malcolm  X? 

Could  it  be  that  Malcolm  X  has 
cast  the  church  into  the  shadow  of 
discomfort  because  he  knew  Jesus 
Christ  as  a  revolutionary? 

Church  takes  on 
'Malcolm  X'  study 

These  youths — from  left,  Shwari 
Johnson,  Clifford  Medley,  Bran¬ 
dy  Mitchell  and  Sabrina  Mitch¬ 
ell — are  among  others  joining  in 
a  study  of  the  film  "Malcolm  X" 
sponsored  by  their  congrega-  : 
tion,  St.  Luke's  "Community" 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas.  The  congregation  rented 
a  Dallas  theater  for  a  private 
showing  of  the  film  to  which  all 
the  church's  youths  and  their  . 
parents  were  invited,  said  the 
Rev.  Chauncey  S.  Nealy,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor.  Youth  Minister  Lio¬ 
nel  Sweeney  accompanied  the 
youths  to  the  screening  and  pre¬ 
pared  study  questions  to  trigger 
in  depth  discussions  about  the 
Christian  implications  of  the 
film.  1 


Faithfully  yours : 


Film  made  me  relive  my  own  faith  journey 


The  movie  “Malcolm  X”  is  every¬ 
thing  I  expected  it  to  be — and  more. 

As  a  seasoned  communicator,  I 
thought  I  was 
ready  for  all  the 
“media  hype.”  I 
was  so  ready,  in 
fact,  that  I  invited 
the  president  of  my 
congregation’s 

United  Methodist _ 

Youth  Fellowship  Denise  Stovall 
to  accompany  me  to  the  theater  fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  worship  service. 
1  guess  I  thought  I  needed  to  impart 
my  wisdom  to  Elechemar  as  “an  ex¬ 
pert  on  the  black  experience.” 

Greater  impact  on  me 

But  as  I  sat  in  the  jam-packed 
theater  and  watched  the  screen  ad¬ 
aptation  of  how  Malcolm  Little  be¬ 
gan  his  faith  journey,  I  realized  that 
this  film  had  a  greater  impact  on 
me  than  on  my  young  partner. 

I  had  read  parts  of  “The  Autobi¬ 
ography  of  Malcolm  X”  as  a  high 
school  student  in  the  late  60s. 

Between  the  Malcolm  X  book 
and  my  exposure  to  the  Nation  of 
Islam  I  drove  my  parents  batty  as  I 
condemned  middle-class  blacks  and 
expressed  militant  views  on  race  re- 
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lations  and  the  status  of  blacks  in 
society.  Although  I  politely  attend¬ 
ed  church  regularly  with  my  mother 
and  had  friendly  visits  from  the 
minister,  1  saw  little  of  redeeming 
value  that  the  church  could  do  for 
me  or  anyone  else. 

That  attitude  lingered  until  I 
transferred  to  a  black  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  college  now  called 
Clark  Atlanta  University. 

Just  the  fact  that  a  mostly  white 
denomination  was  helping  foot  the 
bill — through  fair-share  apportion¬ 
ments  to  local  congregations — to 
help  train  black  kids  like  me  about 
the  newspaper  business  helped 
change  my  racist  attitudes. 

Spike,  Monty  and  me 

In  fact,  some  “kids  like  me”  in¬ 
cluded  film  director  Spike  Lee,  who 
graduated  from  Atlanta’s  More¬ 
house  College  but  took  his  initial 
film  class  from  Herbert  Eichle- 
berger  at  Clark  College. 

His  future  movie  co-producer, 
Monty  Ross,  even  transferred  from 
Morehouse  to  Clark  and  later 
joined  my  husband’s  congregation 
at  Kings  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Atlanta. 

As  I  continued  to  watch  the 
“Malcolm  X”  movie,  one  of  the 
most  moving  scenes  was  Malcolm 
Little’s  transformation  from  a  ghet¬ 
to  street  hustler  and  a  scheming 
thief  to  his  acceptance  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Islam. 

The  catalyst  for  Malcolm’s  con¬ 
version  was  his  imprisonment. 

Forgetting  that  it  was  a  mere  film, 
I  became  angry  watching  the  prison 
chaplain  giving  Malcolm  a  cigarette 
while  he  was  in  solitary  confinement. 
The  chaplain  tells  Malcolm  that 
things  will  change  if  he  only  believes 
“what  a  friend  we  have  in  Jesus.” 

The  hate-filled  Malcolm — known 
by  his  prison  nickname  “Satan” — 


screams  back  through  the  peephole 
in  the  cell  door,  “What  kind  of  friend 
is  Jesus?  What  has  he  done  for  me?” 
and  curses  the  name  of  Jesus.  The 
chaplain  walks  away  and  is  not 
shown  visiting  Malcolm  again. 

It  may  sound'  strange,  but  I  now 
see  myself  as  that  prison  chaplain, 
peeping  through  a  hole  at  our 
church's  youths. 

Will  I  be  offended  by  this  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  young  people  if  they  curse 
me  as  a  member  of  a  middle-class 
church  that  ignores  the  pain  of  drug 
abuse,  street  life  and  the  cruelty  of  to¬ 
day's  society? 


Now  I  understand  why  young  peo¬ 
ple  have  embraced  statements  made 
by  the  angry,  black  separatist  Mal¬ 
colm  X  before  his  transformation  as  : 
an  advocate  of  freedom  and  justice 
for  all  people. 

And  I  hope  some  of  his  words  will 
remind  my  generation  of  what  our 
children  expect  of  us:  “to  be  respect¬ 
ed  as  a  human  being,  to  be  given  the 
rights  of  a  human  being,  in  this  soci¬ 
ety,  on  this  Earth,  in  this  day ...” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Ms.  Stovall  is  an  Associate  Editor  . 
of  the  Reporter. 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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UMCOR  asks:  What  if  disaster  strikes  you? 


Faith 


watch 


NUCLEAR  DISARMAMENT:  Two 

United  Methodist  laymen,  U.S.  Senators  Rich¬ 
ard  Lugar  of  Indiana  and  Sam  Nunn  of  Georgia, 
appeared  on  political  programs  of  three  net¬ 
works — CNN,  PBS  and  ABC — in  one  day,  Nov. 
25,  to  report  their  findings  from  a  nine-day  dip¬ 
lomatic  mission  to  Russia  and  other  republics  of 
the  former  Soviet  Union.  While  there,  they  held  a 
series  of  talks  with  military  and  civilian  leaders 
throughout  the  republics  on  accelerating  nuclear 
disarmament  and  fostering  democracy  and  mar¬ 
ket  economics.  Mr.  Lugar  is  co-chair  of  the  Arms 
Control  Observer  Group,  and  Mr.  Nunn  chairs 
the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee. 

NO  COMMERCIAL  CHRISTMAS: 

Twenty-five  prominent  Protestant,  Catholic 
and  Unitarian  leaders  are  urging  Americans  to 
resist  the  commercialism  of  Christmas  by  “ex¬ 
ercising  moderate  and  thoughtful  giving,  genu¬ 
ine  charity  and  concern  for  the  social  and 
environmental  harms  of  over-consumption.” 
United  Methodist  participants  in  the  coalition 
include  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery  of  Atlanta, 
president  of  the  Southern  Christian  Leadership 
Conference;  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  senior 
minister  of  Foundry  UMC  in  Washington;  and 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  Jr.  (Harrisburg,  Pa., 
Area). 

ECUMENICAL  FUNDING:  National 

and  World  Councils  of  Churches  are  seeking  a 
$10  million  endowment  to 
support  their  work  in  Chris¬ 
tian  unity.  The  fund  will 
honor  contributions  made 
toward  Christian  unity  by 
Archbishop  lakovos  of  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  of 
North  and  South  America. 
United  Methodist  Bishop 
James  K.  Mathews  of 
Washington  was  named  to  chair  the  fund-rais¬ 
ing  effort. 


lames  Mathews 


SYMBOL  OF  INCLUSION':  Just 

hours  before  she  became  the  third  female  bish¬ 
op  in  the  Anglican  communion,  the  Rev.  Jane 
Holmes  Dixon  said  she  hoped  her  consecration 
serves  as  a  symbol  of  inclusion  for  all  women. 
Inclusion  is  “the  beginning  of  justice,”  said 
Bishop  Dixon,  54,  who  joined  the  hierarchy  of 
the  2.4  million-member  Episcopal  Church  just 
as  barriers' to  the  ordinatWii  of  women  were/all- 
ingamong  other  churches  in  the  worldwide*An- 
glican  Communion!  She  wa's' elected  suffragan, 
or  assisting,  bishop  to  Bishop  Ronald  Haines  of 
the  Diocese  of  Washington  last  May.  United 
Methodists  first  elected  a  woman  bishop,  the 
late  Marjorie  Matthews,  in  1 980. 

'CHRISTIAN  NATION'  APOLOGY: 

Mississippi  Gov.  Kirk  Fordice  has  issued  an 
apology  for  remarks  he  made  recently  claiming 
that  the  United  States  is  “a  Christian  nation.” 
Mr.  Fordice  came  in  for  severe  criticism  from 
politicians  and  people  of  faith  alike  for  his  re¬ 
marks  at  a  meeting  of  the  nation’s  Republican 
governors.  Among  those  who  chastised  Mr.  For¬ 
dice  for  omitting  America’s  Jewish  heritage  in 
particular  were  South  Carolina  Gov.  Carroll 
Campbell,  outgoing  Republican  national  chair¬ 
man  Rich  Bond  and  B’nai  B’rith,  the  interna¬ 
tional  Jewish  organization. 

TRADITIONALISTS  BREAK:  A  group 
of  traditionalists  in  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
broken  with  the  denomination,  citing  the 
Church  of  England’s  recent  vote  to  accept  wom¬ 
en  priests.  The  year-old  Missionary  Diocese  of 
the  Americas,  which  casts  its  30  member  con¬ 
gregations  as  a  “church  within  a  church,”  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  had  left  the  2.4-million-member 
Episcopal  Church  to  form  an  independent 
church  known  as  “the  Episcopal  Missionary 
Church.” 

WOMEN  PRIESTS:  The  Australian  Angli¬ 
can  Church  has  narrowly  approved  a  measure 
opening  the  priesthood  to  women.  This  follows 
a  recent  similar  vote  in  the  Church  of  England. 
With  Australia’s  decision  to  join  1 4  other  Angli¬ 
can  churches  that  officially  permit  ordination  of 
women,  five  of  the  six  largest  Anglican  bodies 
now  permit  women  priests. 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

HINTON,  Okla.— What  would 
you  do  if  a  natural  disaster  hit 
your  hometown,  county  or  state? 

Would  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  in  your  region  know  how  to  re¬ 
spond  quickly  and,  importantly,  as 
a  caring  Christian  community? 

Those  were  among  questions 
asked  of  some  90  United  Method¬ 
ist  leaders  during  a  recent  training 
event  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Last  in  a  series 

The  meeting  was  the  last  in  a 
series  of  five  regional  sessions 
held  annually  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  working  in  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  ministries. 

Each  of  the  17  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  church’s  8-state 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  had  at 
least  a  three-person  leadership 
team  there. 

They  included  annual  confer¬ 
ence  disaster  response  coordina¬ 
tors;  conference  council  directors 
and  people  with  strong  back¬ 
grounds  in  working  with  chil¬ 
dren.  These  latter  23  persons 
particularly  were  taught  to  be 
flexible,  patient  and  loving  care¬ 


givers  while  meeting  the  needs  of 
children  victimized  by  disasters. 

At  least  10  workshop  partici¬ 
pants  said  they  had  lived  through 
a  major  disaster  that  was  either  a 
weather-related  or  a  man-made 
crisis.  But,  for  many,  the  meeting 
was  thefirst  in  an  ongoing  train¬ 
ing  process. 

Topics  covered 

The  two-day  training  session 
covered  such  topics  as: 

•f  How  survivors  react  to  the 
trauma  of  disaster. 

•f  The  specific  roles  of  annual 
conference  officials  and  disaster 
committee  members. 

•f  An  in-depth  look  at  the  UM¬ 
COR  disaster  response  network 
within  United  Methodism’s  en¬ 
tire  relief  structure. 

“UMCOR’s  tradition  is  never 
to  say,  ‘This  is  how  you  should 
do  it,’  ”  said  F.  Lloyd  Rollins, 
UMCOR  staff  executive  for  di¬ 
saster  response  ministries. 

“But  you’ve  got  to  build  on  a 
concept,  not  a  concrete  event 
when  a  disaster  happens. 

“The  primary  reason  you  need 
this  training  is  to  coordinate 
United  Methodists  who  will  be 
working  with  disasters  locally. 
You  need  to  know  the  UMCOR 


' Old  hands'  give  relief  tips  to  churches 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HINTON,  Okla  — United 
Methodists  from  Oklahoma  gave 
several  tips  recently  for  local 
churches  participating  in  disaster 
response  ministries: 

■  Try  to  provide  people  or  re¬ 
sources  to  help  unload  trucks 
when  shipping  supplies  to  a  disas¬ 
ter  area,  said  the  Rev.  Merideth 
Whitaker,  pastor  of  the  Cookson 
Hills  Center  in  the  Oklahoma  In¬ 
dian  Missionary  Conference. 

Ms.  Whitaker  is  one  of  30  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
church  and  community  workers 
who  have  contracted  to  give  one 
to  two  weeks  of  service  per  year 


during  domestic  disasters. 

“When  you  hire  those  18- 
wheeler  trucks  to  deliver  supplies 
from  your  churches,  the  truck 
drivers  don’t  unload  them,”  she 
said.  “The  local  church  persons 
at  the  disaster  site  unload  them.” 

■  Each  local  pastor  should  ask 
his  or  her  congregation,  “How 
will  we  respond  during  a  local 
crisis  or  disaster?”  said  the  Rev. 
Herbert  Bridgewater,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shattuck,  Okla. 

“You  need  to  ask,  ‘Who  in  the 
church  I  serve  will  most  likely 
need  our  help? 

“It  could  be  elderly  people  who 


live  alone;  elderly  couples  with¬ 
out  relatives  living  in  the  area  or 
single  parents.” 

■  If  you  volunteer  to  do  mis¬ 
sion  work  during  a  disaster,  “re¬ 
member,  you  are  a  servant, 
serving  the  ‘King  of  Kings,’  ”  said 
the  Rev.  Larry  Acton,  director  of 
the  Oklahoma  conference  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission  office. 

“You’re  not  going  into  an  area 
as  tourists.  Sometimes  you’ve  got 
to  be  willing  to  sleep  in  the  back  of 
a  pickup  truck,  share  a  shower  with 
14  other  people  and  be  prepared 
for  anything  with  a  servant  spirit.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


disaster  manual  so  we  can  all 
have  a  common  language  and 
terminology.” 

Besides  learning  to  coordinate 
people  in  one’s  local  area  during 
and  following  a  disaster,  partici¬ 
pants  heard  how  volunteers  have 
answered  the  call  to  provide  re¬ 
lief  ministries  across  the  country. 

One  such  person  is  the  Rev. 


Guy  C.  Ames  III,  pastor  of  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
El  Reno,  Okla. 

Mr.  Ames  is  one  of  12  national 
disaster  response  volunteer  con¬ 
sultants  assigned  to  Virginia 
Miller,  the  veteran  network  man¬ 
ager  who  was  prevented  by  re¬ 
cent  surgery  from  attending  the 
Oklahoma  meeting. 


“You  may  be  sitting  here 
thinking,  ’Hey,  we  don’t  need 
this!  When  was  the  last  time  our 
conference  had  a  good  disaster?’ 
Well,  you  may  be  right,”  he  said. 

“But  we  still  may  need  you  to 
help  our  sisters  and  brothers  in 
another  part  of  the  country.  And 
a  disaster  is  not  the  time  to  learn 
what  to  do.” 


Mississippi  UMs 
aid  tornado  victims 


JACKSON  (MISS.)  CLARION-LEDGER  PHOTO  BY  MICHELE  STAPLETON 

A  welcome  relief  for  tornado  relief  workers 

BRANDON,  Miss. — The  Rev.  George  Buell,  pastor  of  Greenfield  UMC,  hands  soft  drinks  to 
Chad  Watwood  (center)  and  Allen  Rodgers  as  the  two  men  search  through  the  rubble  at  a  mo¬ 
bile  home  park  demolished  by  a  tornado.  Four  people  were  killed  at  the  park.  Greenfield  UMC 
volunteers  distributed  drinks  and  sack  lunches  to  relief  workers  -and  storm  victims. 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Thanksgiving  was  a  little  hap¬ 
pier  in  tornado-damaged  Bran¬ 
don,  Miss.,  after  members  of 
Brandon  First  United  Methodist 
Church  served  a  hastily  sched¬ 
uled  community-wide  dinner. 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  V.  Ormon, 
pastor,  said  the  church  and  Cross 
Gates  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Brandon  are  also  collection 
points  for  food  and  clothing. 

Brandon  was  one  of  the  hard¬ 
est-hit  by  a  series  of  tornadoes 
that  swept  through  nine  states 
last  week  leaving  scores  dead, 
hundreds  wounded  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homes  destroyed. 

Fifteen  people  were  killed  in 
Mississippi  alone. 

“The  destruction  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  is  unbelievable,”  the  Rev. 
Rayford  Woodrick,  communica¬ 
tor  for  United  Methodism’s  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Annual  Conference,  told 
the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Woodrick  toured  disaster 
sites  with  Mississippi  Area  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  Meadors,  District  Super¬ 
intendent  Charles  Nicholson  and 


Texas  pastor  goes  from  training  to  tornadoes 


When  the  Rev.  John  Bingham 
returned  recently  from  a  two-day 
disaster  response  training  event 
sponsored  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief,  he 
planned  to  visit  his  daughter  in  a 
Houston  suburb. 

But  while  shopping  in  another 
suburb  for  bargains  for  his  par¬ 
sonage,  Mr.  Bingham  got  some¬ 
thing  he  hadn’t  bargained  for:  a 
Texas  twister. 

“We  literally  got  off  the  plane 
and  put  some  of  our  UMCOR 
training  to  use,”  said  Mr.  Bing¬ 
ham,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Garrison. 

Being  familiar  with  the  Hous¬ 
ton  area,  Mr.  Bingham  was  able 
to  assess  damages  in  the  suburb 
of  Channelview,  just  east  of 
Houston.  He  also  assigned  some- 


Tornadoes  hit  Houston  churches 


Two  United  Methodist  churches 
in  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
were  hit  by  recent  tornadoes. 

Trinity  East  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  was  badly 
damaged.  The  historically  black 


congregation  lost  a  wall  panel  in 
the  sanctuary  and  many  of  its 
stained  glass  windows. 

Bear  Creek  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  also  reported 
damages. 


one  to  gather  information  on 
damages  in  the  Denver  Harbor 
neighborhood — a  low-income 
area  of  Houston. 

Several  tornadoes  hit  the 
Houston  area  that  day  in  late  No¬ 
vember,  damaging  an  estimated 
300  homes.  At  least  900  homes 
in  other  parts  of  Harris  County 
were  also  damaged. 

The  tornadoes  were  part  of  a 


weekend  of  terror  for  many  parts 
of  the  country,  including  Ala¬ 
bama  and  Georgia  and  especially 
Mississippi  (see  related  story 
above).  Storms  also  hit  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  the  Carolinas. 

Two  days  after  the  tragedy, 
Mr.  Bingham  recounted  how  his 
UMCOR  training  became  in¬ 
valuable  in  knowing  how  to  put 
United  Methodists  in  the  Hous¬ 


ton  area  right  to  work. 

“I  picked  up  the  telephone  and 
called  my  disaster  response  com¬ 
mittee  members,”  he  said.  “One 
happened  to  be  in  Pearland  and 
had  already  started  to  prepare  for 
disaster  response  there. 

“David  Lund,  whose  wife, 
Joan,  also  had  just  returned  from 
the  UMCOR  meeting,  got  in¬ 
volved  immediately.  He  lives  in 
northwest  Houston  and  had  al¬ 
ready  gotten  called  out  to  work 
during  the  clean  up.  He’s  a  roofer 
and  was  asked  to  cover  a  friend’s 
house  with  plastic. 

“Another  committee  member 
who  used  to  live  in  the  Channel- 
view  went  back  to  check  out 
things." 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Lloyd  Rollins,  emergency  re¬ 
sponse  director  for  the;  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

In  Brandon.  Mr.  Woodrick  said, 
“People  were  picking  through  the 
rubble  of  a  trailer  park,  looking  for 
their  belongings.  It  looked  like  it 
had  been  used  as  a  garbage  dump 
for  years.” 

Members  of  United  Methodist 
churches  were  on  hand  shortly 
after  the  storms  with  beverages 
and  sandwiches  for  the  victims, 
he  said. 

Now  pastors  and  church  mem¬ 
bers,  with  UMCOR  help,  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  help  screen  victims  for 
financial  assistance  and  to  coor¬ 
dinate  work  teams. 

Counseling  for  Mississippi 
children  who  lost  schoolmates  in 
the  tornado  will  be  made  avail¬ 
able  through  Sheila  Cumbest  at 
the  Red  Cross  office  in  Marvin 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Florence.  Miss. 

The  Florence  church  will  also 
serve  as  disaster  response  head¬ 
quarters.  Work  teams  interested 
in  helping  in  Mississippi  should 
contact  Jerry  Mitchell,  disaster 
coordinator,  at  601-948-8845. 

Contributions  can  be  made  to 
Mississippi  Floods,  Tornadoes, 
Advance  #901475-7  through  con¬ 
ference  treasurers. 

Besides  Mississippi,  also  hit  by 
the  rash  of  tornadoes  were  Texas, 
Tennessee.  Alabama,  Ohio, 
Georgia.  North  Carolina.  Indi¬ 
ana  and  Louisiana. 

In  Brandon,  Mr.  Ormon  told 
his  congregation: 

“If  our  Judaeo-Christian  faith 
teaches  us  anything,  it  is  that  we 
must  be  thankful  in  adversity.  . . . 
God  is  present  through  family  and 
friends  who  love  us,  through  the 
stranger  with  the  chain  saw,  and 
through  the  compassionate  hearts 
of  many  unseen  faces  and  count¬ 
less  acts  of  kindness. 

“So,  yes,  we  are  sad — and  yes, 
we  are  thankful.” 

Associate  Editor  Denise  John¬ 
son  Stovall  contributed  to  this 
article. 


South  Carolina  bishop  survives  stabbing 
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(USA)  •  Rev.  Joan 
Campbell  (USA) 
Missionary  Commissioning 
Service  *  Bible  Study  •  Music 
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Global  Gathering  ’93.  Service  Center 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati.  OH  45222-1800 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph 
B.  Bethea  (Columbia,  S.  C.,  Area) 
was  reported  to  be  in  serious  condi¬ 
tion  last  week  after  he  was  stabbed 
while  leaving  his  office  Nov.  23. 

The  Rev.  Willie  S.  Teague,  South 
Carolina  conference  spokesman, 
said  the  bishop’s  condition  was  im¬ 
proving  as  of  the  Reporter’s  press 
time.  Earlier  Bishop  Bethea  was 
listed  in  critical  condition  following 
surgery  at  Richland  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Columbia. 

Mr.  Teague  gave  this  account  of 
the  incident: 

Bishop  Bethea  had  returned  to 
his  office  about  5:45  p.m.  after  a 
meeting  to  pick  up  his  messages. 

While  leaving  the  building  he  was 
accosted  by  a  person  who  demand¬ 


ed  the  bishop’s  car  keys. 

When  the  bishop  refused,  the  per¬ 
son  stabbed  him  in  the  abdomen. 

Bishop  Bethea  fled  across  the 
street  to  United  Methodist-related 
Columbia  College  where  he  col¬ 
lapsed  on  the  steps  of  College  Place 
United  Methodist  Church. 

A  campus  security  guard  found 
him  and  called  911.  He  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  where  he  underwent 
abdominal  surgery. 

Columbia  Police  Chief  Charles 
Austin,  a  United  Methodist  and  a 
friend  of  Bishop  Bethea,  told  the 
Reporter  that  no  arrests  have  been 
made. 

However,  he  said  that  the  Rich¬ 
land  County  Crime  Stoppers  and 
the  United  Methodist  conference 
office  each  have  offered  a  $1,000 
reward  for  information  leading  to 
the  arrest  of  the  assailant. 


Chief  Austin  said  police  have  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  the  attacker  has  a 
substance  addiction  and  that  the 
motive  was  robbery. 

The  attack  is  the  second  tragedy 
the  South  Carolina  episcopal  lead¬ 
er’s  family  has  suffered  within  three 
months. 

His  wife.  Shirley,  died  in  Septem¬ 
ber  after  a  long  fight  with  kidney 
disease. 

Bishop  Bethea  is  1993-96  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  church’s  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race.  He 
was  elected  a  bishop  in  1988,  be¬ 
coming  only  the  second  African- 
American  bishop  elected  in  the 
church’s  nine-state  Southeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction  since  the  racially  segre¬ 
gated  Central  Jurisdiction  was 
eliminated  in  1968. 

He  has  served  since  1988  in  the 
Columbia  Area. 


Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea 
. . .  condition  improving. 


Faith  at  work 
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HOLY  MUSIC:  Metropolitan  Opera  singer 
John  Anthony,  a  United  Methodist,  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  in  "A  Spiritual  Christmas"  on  the  Vision 
International  Satellite  Network.  The  program  at 
Marble  Collegiate  Church  in  New  York  will  air 
at  8  p.m.  on  Dec.  20,  4  p.m.  on  Dec.  24  and  9 
p.m.  on  Christmas  Day  (Eastern  time).  Actors 
Ruby  Dee  and  Ossie  Davis  will  read  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  stories  from  the  black  experience.  Mr. 
Anthony  was  featured  last  Easter  from  Moscow 
on  a  V1SN  cablecast  of  a  joint  Russian-U.S. 
Protestant  worship  service  linking  Moscow  with 
Shreveport,  La. 

HEADS  MISSION  CENTER:  An  inter¬ 
nationally  known  Methodist  minister  from  the 
West  Indies,  the  Rev.  Allan 
F.  Kirton,  has  been  named 
director  of  the  Mission  Re¬ 
sources  Center  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  in  At¬ 
lanta.  Mr.  Kirton,  from  the 
Republic  of  Trinidad  and 
Tobago,  was  chief  executive 
of  the  Caribbean  Conference  Allan  Kirton 
of  Churches  from  1983  to  1991.  He  was  chairman 
and  general  superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Haiti  from  1975  to  1980.  The  center 
trains  United  Methodist  missionaries. 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  LEADER  DIES:  A  lead¬ 
ing  voice  on  education,  civil  rights  and  social  is¬ 
sues  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  the  Rev.  Henry  H. 
Nichols,  died  Nov.  1 7  at  his  home  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  at  age  76.  Mr.  Nichols  was  pastor  of  Janes 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  from  1947 
until  1986  when  he  retired.  He  also  was  the  first 
black  president  of  the  Greater  Philadelphia 
Council  of  Churches  and  served  as  president  of 
the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Education.  There  are 
no  immediate  survivors. 

POET  MOVING:  Edith  Lovejoy  Pierce, 

arguably  United  Methodism's  most  widely  pub¬ 
lished  poet,  is  moving  from  Evanston,  IU.,  to 
Santa  Cruz,  Calif.,  to  be  near  her  three  grand¬ 
children.  Ms.  Pierce,  88,  had  the  first  of  more 
than  a  dozen  collections  of  poems  published  by 
Harper's  in  the  mid- 1940s.  Her  poems  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  “The  Christian  Century”  magazine 
for  more  than  50  years.  She  has  been  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Evanston 
since  1934. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Pensions  board  drops  UMCare  health  plan 


Religious  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  111.— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Pensions  has  acknowledged  the 
authority  of  the  church’s  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  and  has  stopped 
plans  for  a  mandatory,  denomi¬ 
nation-wide  health  plan. 

The  Judicial  Council  ruled 
that  part  of  the  proposal  vio¬ 
lates  church  law  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  6). 


The  pension  board  said  it  will 
expand  and  improve  its  volun¬ 
tary  plan. 

“UMCare  is  not  going;  at  the 
same  time  the  need  is  out  there, 
and  health  care  costs  are  rising 
rapidly,"  said  William  Hsaio, 
chairman  of  the  board’s  health 
care  subcommittee. 

The  plan  was  originally  sched¬ 
uled  to  go  into  effect  Jan.  1, 1994. 

UMCare  was  designed  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  spiraling  health  care 


costs  that  have  financially 
squeezed  a  number  of  the 
church’s  annual  conferences. 

It  proposed  health  care  bene¬ 
fits  for  virtually  all  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  38,000  clergy  and 
their  families  and  some  lay 
workers  in  the  church. 

Delegates  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  legislative  General  Con¬ 
ference  approved  the  plan  last 
May,  but  opponents  asked  the 
denomination’s  Judicial  Coun¬ 


cil,  the  church’s  Supreme 
Court,  to  review  its  constitu¬ 
tionality. 

The  Judicial  Council  said  the 
plan  was  unconstitutional  be¬ 
cause  it  gave  the  pension  agency 
legislative  authority  that  should 
be  reserved  to  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Some  annual  conferences  op¬ 
posed  the  plan  because  they 
said  they  would  have  to  pay 
higher  premiums  for  less  bene¬ 


fits  than  they  now  receive  in 
their  conference  health  plans. 

At  a  Nov.  19  meeting,  the 
pension  board,  describing  itself 
as  the  “servant”  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  said  it  will  abide  by  the 
high  court  ruling. 

But  it  also  said  it  intends  to 
“offer  options  and  improve¬ 
ments"  to  its  existing  voluntary 
Hospitalization  and  Medical 
Expense  Program  which  covers 
about  15,000  employees. 


Binational  team  finds  border 
pulsing  with  spiritual  needs 


|  la  Frontera* 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Mexicans  call  it  "La  Frontera.” 
Americans  call  it  “the  Border." 

By  either  name,  the  1 ,200-mile 
international  boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico 
pulses  with  human  and  spiritual 
needs  that  are  only  beginning  to 
be  fully  recognized. 

To  better  understand  border 
ministry  issues,  10  United  Meth¬ 
odists  took  part  recently  in  an  in¬ 
ternational,  ecumenical  “La 
Frontera”  Consultation.  The 
event  was  intended  to  get 
churches  working  together  to 
meet  border  needs. 

The  four-day  conference  began 
in  Ciudad  Juarez,  Chihuahua,  and 
moved  across  the  Rio  Grande  to 
El  Paso,  Texas,  for  its  conclusion. 

Situations  viewed  along  “La 
Frontera"  and  issues  discussed  by 
the  130  consultation  participants 
will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
United  Methodists  and  other  U.S. 
and  Mexican  Christians  in  coming 
months,  said  Olga  Tafolla  of  Tuc¬ 
son,  Ariz.,  one  United  Methodist 
who  attended. 

Mrs.  Tafolla,  a  laywoman,  has 
been  active  in  Hispanic  and  mi¬ 


grant  ministries  in  the  Detroit 
and  Desert-Southwest  annual 
conferences. 

Visited  factories,  slums 

The  consultation  included  vis¬ 
its  to  border  factories  known  as 
“maquiladoras”  and  to  immi¬ 
grants’  slums  called  “colonias" 
(see  accompanying  map). 

“We  asked  ourselves  what  chal¬ 
lenges  we  saw  and  what  the  next 
step  [in  our  churches]  would  be,” 
said  Mrs.  Tafolla,  who  also  is  ac¬ 
tive  in  United  Methodist  Women. 

“We  were  most  moved  by  our 
encounters  with  people  along  ‘La 
Frontera.’  They  said  to  us:  ‘So 
you’ve  been  here  and  you’ve  seen 
it,  but  will  you  really  follow  up?’  ” 

Mrs.  Tafolla  said  she  was 
touched  by  the  plight  of  women 
working  in  the  “maquiladoras.” 

“It’s  hard  to  realize  that  in  this 
era  women  are  as  abused  as  these 
are,”  she  said. 

'They  have  no  health  care' 

“They  aren’t  even  allowed  to 
go  to  the  bathroom  while  they 
wofkrTfc'eJ'  have1  tto  ‘Health  care 
program  and  they  endure  envi¬ 
ronmental  hazards  in  their  work. 

“They  earn  1,700  pesos  for  40 
hours’  work — that’s  equdl  to  77 
cents  an  hour  in  the  U.S.’V 


Mrs.  Tafolla  said  she  verified 
those  figures  on  a  pay  voucher 
shown  her  by  a  woman  worker. 

In  addition  to  the  “maquila¬ 
doras,”  issues  targeted  at  the 
consultation  were: 

Colonias.  Immigrants’  slums 
along  the  border  have  been  called 
“a  cesspool  and  a  breeding 
ground  for  infectious  diseases” 
by  the  American  Medical  Associ¬ 
ation.  Less  than  40  percent  of  the 
colonias  have  potable  water;  only 
1  percent  have  sanitation. 

Immigration  and  migrant  labor. 
Special  concern  involves  alleged 
violations  of  human  rights  of 
Mexicans  and  other  nationals  en¬ 
tering  the  U.S.  along  the  border. 
Exploitation  of  farm  workers 
also  is  a  concern. 

North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement.  The  newly  signed 
free  trade  agreement  among 
Mexico,  the  U.S.  and  Canada 
poses  serious  concerns  for  in¬ 
crease  of  abuses  in  the  “maquila¬ 
doras”  (see  story  below). 

Planning  for  the  "La  Frontera” 
consultation  was  initiated  more 
than  a  year  ago  by  the  Texas 
Conference  of  Churches. 

Other  co-sponsor  groups  were 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  U.S.  A., 
the  Federacion  Evangelica  de 


~ |  The  'La  Frontera"  International  gathering  j 
first  met  in  Ciudad  Juarez,  Chihuahua 
—  and  then  moved  across  the  Rio  Grande  | 
to  conclude  Its  consultation  In  El  Paso, 
Texas.  The  border  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  Is  1,200  miles  long. 
The  group  met  to  discuss  the  human 
and  spiritual  needs  of  those  living  near 
the  boundary. 
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Mexico,  the  New  Mexico  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Churches  and  the  Arizo¬ 
na  Ecumenical  Council. 

Although  a  similar  regional 
body  in  California  was  unable  to 
provide  funding  for  the  event, 
representatives  from  California 
churches  also  took  part,  said 
Kathleen  Hurty,  director  of  the 
N(3C’s  EcumenicaIrNetworks 
Program. 


UMR  ILLUSTRATION  BY  DEBRA  MCKNIGHT 

United  Methodist  participa¬ 
tion  was  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Conrado  Soltero,  head  of  the 
Hispanic  ministries  section  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez,  a 
staff  member  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Socjety,  served  on  the 
event’s  planning  committee. 


Racial  activist  calls  for 
church  to  take  the  lead 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Rioters’  cries 
of  “no  justice,  no  peace”  during 
the  spring  1992  riots  in  Los  An¬ 
geles  should  also  be  the  rallying 
cry  of  U.S.  Christians  concerned 
about  perpetual,  debilitating  rac¬ 
ism  in  this  country,  an  Atlanta- 
based  activist  said  recently. 

Declaring  that  “America  has 
never  lived  up  to  the  promise  of 
democracy,”  Loretta  J.  Ross  of 
the  Center  for  Democratic  Re¬ 
newal  urged  United  Methodists 
and  other  Christians  to  be  lead¬ 
ers  in  racial  healing  and  justice. 

“We  must  understand  that  one 
civil  rights  bill  in  1964  was  not 
the  transformation  of  America,” 
Ms.  Ross  told  120  United  Meth¬ 
odist  deaconesses  and  home  mis¬ 


sionaries. 

“It  is  going  to  take  a  protracted 
struggle  to  rid  our  country  of  rac¬ 
ism.” 

White  racism  in  America  was  a 
major  theme  during  the  three- 
day  convocation,  and  partici¬ 
pants  of  all  races  spent  time  dis¬ 
cussing  the  impact  of  racism  on 
their  individual  lives  as  well  as 
their  churches  and  communities. 

Keynoter  Ross  introduced  her 
center’s  just-released  handbook, 
“When  Hate  Groups  Come  to 
Town.” 

Produced  with  financial  sup¬ 
port  from  United  Methodism’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  the  handbook  explains 
how  church  and  other  groups  can 
confront  racial  violence  in  their 
local  communities. 


Christians  warned  about  treaty 


U.S.  Christians  are  being  urged  to 
ask  some  hard  questions  about  the 
potential  effects  of  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Free  Trade  Agreement  before 
it’s  ratified  by  the  U.S.  Senate  next 
spring. 

The  call  to  action  emerged  from  the 
recent  “La  Frontera”  conference 
sponsored  by,  among  others,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ 
in  the  U.S.A.  (see  story  above). 

Kathleen  Hurty,  director  of  the 
NCC’s  Ecumenical  Networks  Pro¬ 
gram,  told  the  Reporter  that  a  “win¬ 
dow  of  opportunity”  exists  for 
Christians  between  now  and  the  pro¬ 
posed  treaty’s  scheduled  approval. 

“Our  concern  [as  Christians]  is 
the  agreement’s  alarming  tendency 
to  value  corporate  profits  above  hu¬ 


man  dignity  and  health,”  said  Dr. 
Hurty,  a  laywoman  who  holds  a 
doctorate  in  education. 

She  cited  fears  that  the  treaty’s 
opening  of  North  American  markets 
could  lead  companies  and  fac¬ 
tories — especially  the  “maquila¬ 
doras”  along  the  U.S. -Mexico 
border — to  push  for  profits  without 
adequate  environmental  safeguards 
or  concern  for  workers’  health  and 
safety. 

Christians  are  being  urged  to 
learn  more  about  border  ministries 
and  issues  through  literature  avail¬ 
able  from  their  respective  denomi¬ 
nations  or  the  NCC,  Dr.  Hurty  said. 

Christians  also  are  urged  to  com¬ 
municate  their  concerns  about  the 


potential  impact  of  the  Free  Trade 
Agreement  to  their  U.S.  Senators, 
she  said. 

Dr.  Hurty  added  that  the  NCC 
will  sponsor  a  pastoral  visit  to  the 
U.S.-Mexico  border  by  the  heads  of 
various  U.S.  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  visit  is  expected  with¬ 
in  6-8  months. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Christmas  Eve  telecast 
has  UM  producers,  locales 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Ouality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

r|EGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


Thru  your  support, 
Holston  Home  has  room 
for  Children 
who  have  nowhere  else 
to  go. 


For  More  information  call: 

1  800  628-2986 
Holston  Home  for  Children 
P.O.  Box  188  Greencville  TN  37744 
Serving  children  from  Tennessee  and 
Southwest  Virginia  since  1895 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  religious  special  telecast  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  lives  of  U.S.  families  will 
be  presented  by  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  on  Christmas  Eve,  Dec.  24, 
at  1 1:35  p.m.-midnight. 

“Three  American  Families”  at- 

PRESIDENT,  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 

LPI  in  El  Paso  Texas  is  an  accredited  secondary  school 
with  ESL  training.  Related  to  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 
Focus  of  mission  and  ministry  is  edueating  Hispanic 
youth  in  El  Paso-Juarez  area.  Summer  program  includes 
conversational  Spanish  and  training  in  cultural  aware¬ 
ness  for  persons  interested  in  ministry  to  Hispanic  peo¬ 
ple.  Student  body  of  300  + .  Faculty  and  staff  of  35. 
Applicants  must  be  bi-lingual.  Application  deadline:  Jan¬ 
uary  15, 1993.  Contact:  Rev.  Charles  Crutch¬ 
field,  P.O.  Box  11,  El  Paso,  TX  79940. 


Tired  of  the  HUMP? 

The  solution—  15 
passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised 
roof  and  electric  step. 

Call  Trinity  Transportation  (817)  458-4844 

A  WONDERFUL  CHRISTMAS  GIFT 
FOR  THOSE  WHO  LOVE  HYMNS 

Instrumental  accompaniment  for  90  best  known  hymns 
on  6-tape  cassette  sets.  In  beautiful  vinyl  case,  with  com¬ 
plete  word  book.  Choose  piano  or  organ.  138.95  plus 
shipping  1-800-728-0573. 

Family  of  Faith  Productions,  Ltd. 


tempts  to  take  “family  values”  be¬ 
yond  political  rhetoric  by  looking  at 
families  from  different  parts  of  the 
country  and  from  different  cultural 
and  economic  situations  and  ex¬ 
ploring  how  they  are  faring  during 
this  Christmas  season. 

Produced  by  Don  McGill  and 
United  Methodist  Communications 
for  the  NCC,  the  program  is  part  of 
a  series  of  network  specials  pro¬ 
duced  by  national  faith  groups  in 
the  Interfaith  Broadcasting  Com¬ 
mission  (1BC).  Margaret  Lawson, 
NBC  morning  news  anchor,  is  host. 

One  of  the  “Three  American 
Families”  is  found  in  Nashville, 
where  the  homeless  family  struggles 
to  put  food  in  their  mouths  and  a 
roof  over  their  heads.  This  modern- 
day  nativity  story  explores  what 
keeps  their  hopes  alive. 

The  Revs.  Ken  and  Lydia  Waters, 
a  United  Methodist  clergy  couple  in 
Los  Angeles,  share  their  hopes  and 
dreams  for  the  season  as  they  share 
a  commitment  to  their  own  family 
and  to  those  around  them  in  what  is 
often  a  bleak  urban  setting. 

In  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  a  single  father 
re-examines  his  role  as  parent,  pro- 
“vider  and  teacher  as'  he  raises  his 
family,  holds  down  a  job  and  keeps 
his  own  life  together. 


BIBLE  FOR 
BELIEVERS 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  PROGRAM 
Comparison  Invited.  .  . 
j  Trinity  j  Disciple 

j  Bethel  j  Kerygma 

CHOOSE  WISELY,  CONSIDER 
\  Content  \  Theology 

v  Teachability  v  Cost 
and  vou  will  choose 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 

LOOK  IT  OVER  ♦  INTRO  KIT  $15 

800-848-2131 


CELEBRATE  EVENTS 
RAISE  FUNDS 

OFFER  HEIRLOOM  QUALITY  ITEMS, 
CUSTOM-IMPRINTED  WITH  A  SKETCH  OF 
YOUR  CHURCH  OR  LANDMARKS 


PLATES/TILES 
ORNAMENTS 
MUGS/GLASSWARE 
PEWTER/MARBLE 
HUNDREDS  OF  ITEMS 


PERFECT  FOR  ANNIVERSARIES,  PATRON 
RECOGNITION  AND  FUND-RAISING  ACTIVITIES 

REDUCED  PRICING  AND  LOWER 
MINIMUMS  ON  MANY  ITEMS  IN  1 992 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

CALL  TOLL-FREE  FOR  INFORMATION 

(800)  843-3279 

HAMPSHIRE  PROMOTIONAL  SERVICES 
425  ST.  JAMES  AVE.,  SPRINGFIELD,  MA  01 109 


MV  JTA 

Children  like  Santina,  pictured  above,  have 
needs  all  during  the  year.  We  suggest  giving  the 
gift  of  sponsorship  at  Christmas  in  honor  of 
someone  you-  love.  It  would  be  such  a  blessing' 
to  a  destitute  child. 

For  only  $15  a  month—  50  cents  a  a  day — 
you  could  sponsor  a  child  who  has  lived  on  the 
ragged  edge  of  poverty.  You  will  receive  the 
child's  picture,  name  and  address.  You  may  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  child,  and  you'll  receive  a  re¬ 
ply.  No  contracts  are  signed  with  World' 
Children,  Inc.  and  a  sponsorship  can  last 
for  any  length  of  time. 

World's  Children,  Inc.  was  founded  in 
1965  by  a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  All 
donations  are  tax-deductible,  as  the  corporation 
is  U.S.  government  approved.  A  copy  of  the  re¬ 
cent  WCI  financial  audit  will  be  sent  to  you, 
indicating  89%  of  funds  received  were  sent 
overseas  for  the  children.  If  a  sponsor  chooses 
to  send  a  birthday  monetary  gift,  or  a  Christ¬ 
mas  one,  100%  is  sent  on  to  the  child. 

Experience  the  joy  of  sharing  His  love  with 
children  around  the  world.  This  is  the  season 
of  love  —  share  it  with  a  needy  child.  Please 
write  today: 


I 

I 
I 

I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  where  iho  | 


WORLD'S 

CHILDREN 


need  Is  greotesl_ 


Enclosed  Is  poymenl  lor  first  month 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 


